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survival sex work to eat, I had to pay my cell-
phone bill, and this is the way that I payed 
my cellphone bill.” Recalling her past, she 
went on to explain the 
instability a person like 
her faces in the street. 
She lived her life day 
to day, not knowing 
whether where she 
was going to sleep 
that night would be a 
friend’s couch or a ho-
tel room that she man-
aged to pay for. 

Last November, 
Dammons’ living situa-
tion became intolerable 
after she was involved in 
a coercion case. A police 
officer in Washington, DC, lured 
her into an alley, forcing her to perform oral 
sex on him in exchange for no arrest. Feeling 

she writes! She owns them. When Whit-
ney Houston did “I Will Always Love You” 
in The Bodyguard – which was an amazing 
version as well, a real barn-burner – you go 
back to the original source and you listen to 
that. That’s what I connected with the most. 
And she’s never sold her music. She’s a 

smart lady!
She is a true genius. In 

addition to the Dolly duet, you 
are joined by Ariana Grande 
on “You Don’t Own Me” and 
Jennifer Hudson and Reba 

McEntire on “I’m A Woman.” How did 
those collaborations come to be?

Basically, I picked my favorite singers 
alive today and asked them to do it [laughs]. 
Reba and I have become closer over the 
past several years through our work with 
the Andrea Bocelli Foundation and Ce-
lebrity Fight Night. Singing with Reba and 
Andrea has been a real high for me. She’s 
also a fellow Oklahoman.

When did you first meet Reba?
I met her when I was 19, working at 

Opryland USA. On my night off, they asked 
me if I wanted to hand out candy at this 

BY LAuREn VELLA 
“Baltimore is a genocide to its own people,” 
Iya Dammons, director of Baltimore Safe 
Haven, declared on September 2nd, two 
weeks before her nonprofit drop-in center’s 
official opening. Dammons was leading 
a meeting to talk about immediate issues 
that the LGBT community – and more spe-
cifically, the black trans community face on 
a daily basis. Safe Haven offers services 
such as temporary housing, safe sex kits, 
professional training, clothing, and syringe 
exhange to address homelessness and lack 
of resources, what Dammons says is at the 
root of LGBT inequality. 

A little less than a 
year ago, Dam-

‘Safe Haven’ Offers Hand Up for 
Trans People Working the Street

mons found 
herself, a 
black trans 
woman, on 
the streets, 
“strung out,” 
s u f f e r i n g 
from mental 
health issues 
and home-
l e s s n e s s . 
Forced to 
fend for her-
self, she turned to sex work to survive and 
sustain a minimal income. “Homelessness 
played a big part in my survival. I was doing 

—continued on page 21

From hustling to 
heading a nonprofit, 

Iya Dammons  
works to help 

Baltimore trans folk 
just getting by at 

the margins

BY GREGG SHApIRO
Tony and Emmy Award-winning actress 
Kristin Chenoweth could potentially have 
a Grammy Award in her sights with her 
new album For the Girls (Concord). On 
her most contemporary pop-oriented stu-
dio album in nearly ten years, Chenoweth 

pays tribute to several of her musical 
icons including Judy Garland, Eydie 

Gorme, Barbra Streisand, Patsy 
Cline, Linda Ronstadt, and Dol-
ly Parton. Parton herself joins 
Chenoweth on a roof-raising 
rendition of the Dixie diva’s “I 
Will Always Love You.” Oth-
er guests joining Chenoweth 
on the album include Jennifer 
Hudson, Reba McEntire, and 

Ariana Grande. A longtime friend 
and supporter of the LGBTQ community, 

Chenoweth was kind enough to answer a 
few questions in advance of the album’s 
release.

Gregg Shapiro: Kristin, the pres-
ence of Linda Ronstadt can be felt 
throughout your new album For 
the Girls, especially on songs she 

covered such as “Desperado,” “It 
Doesn’t Matter Anymore,” “Cra-
zy,” and “I Will Always Love You.” 

In terms of your personal music 
influences, where would you 

place Linda?
Kristin Chenoweth: I’ve 

An interview 
with Kristin 
Chenoweth

member when I was growing up, Linda had 
those Nelson Riddle albums that I wore 
out. She can do any song there is, and sing 
like that, and also do Pirates of Penzance. 
I was impressed with that. It was a career 
that I’ve always thought, “I 
want to be like that!” I think I’m 
lucky because I can do a lot of 
things and so can she.

Speaking of “I Will Al-
ways Love You,” you are 
joined on that song by the woman who 
wrote it, and whom you mentioned, Dol-
ly parton. What was it like to sing with 
Dolly?

Just that I could retire now [laughs]. It 
made my musical life very complete. Hon-
estly, since I was a little kid, it was Dolly 
Parton. Mainly because I felt like I kind of 
sounded like her, even the way she talks, 
and I know she’s petite and from the South. 
There were a lot of things about her that I 
understood. I’m also honored to know her 
not only as an artist but also as a business-
woman. I’ve watched her and learned from 
her. She does not sell any of the songs 

Kristin 
Chenoweth 

credit: Gian Andrea 
di Stefano

Girls Scout
—continued on page 4  

got to say that she’s 
going to be up there 
with Dolly Parton. 
She’s going to be up 
there with Judy Gar-
land. That’s where I 
place her. Also, I re-

pressured and scared, Dammons engaged, 
and in that moment, she decided this was 
not the life she wanted to live. The incident 

made the news and 
was brought to court, 
the publicity forcing 
Dammons to stop 
sex work immediate-
ly. After rehabilitation 
and a settlement, 
the now-executive 
director seeks to 
help “her next gen-
eration.” 

For those famil-
iar with transgender 
issues, Iya Dam-
mons’ story is not 
uncommon. In a 

2019 report, the Human Rights Commission 
noted that trans women of color represent 
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and our Queen Bambi Galore for the job 
they’ve done, and we are wishing the 
best of luck to the new 2020 king and 
queen, and most of all to our community 

for its continued support.”
So, on Friday September 20th, come 

and join MC Shawnna Alexander and put 
your hands together to welcome the new 
king and queen of Pride 2020 and say 
thank you for a job well done to our out-
going regals. Get your tickets now since 
seating is limited. This event is open to 
the public and we encourage the every-
one to come out to show their support. t

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

required to reign at, such as the 2020 
45th Baltimore Pride weekend, as well 
as representing our community on Fri-
day at Twilight on the Terrace, riding in 
the parade, and performing on the main 
stage Saturday for the block 
party, and hosting and perform-
ing on the Lady Lisa Drag Stage 
at Pride in the Park on Sun-
day.” He went on to say, “They 
will be asked to do other events 

throughout their reign, 
and yes it sounds like 
a full-time job, but 
done the right way, the 
thanks from the com-
munity will come to 
mean more to you than 
the crown.”

What prizes can roy-
alty look forward to be-
sides legions of loyal subjects? 
There’s a cash prize (amount 
to be determined –  half when 
you win half when you step 

aside), a sash that you can wear proudly 
(sponsored  Evil Twin Productions, pro-
ducers of  mid-Atlantic Leather Woman & 
mid-Atlantic Leather Woman boot black, 
and created by Sash in the City), a pho-
to shoot (courtesy of Chris Jay Photo), 
guest interview spot on “Coffee with 
Chris,” and last but not least an interview 
in Baltimore ouTloud where you will be 
able to state your platform.

But who knows better about the joys 
and duties of being royalty? Reigning 
Queen Bambi Galore said, “Know what 
your purpose is and hold 

strong to it.” King Just in 
Sane related, “Take time 
for yourself. It’s okay 
to say ‘no’ from time to 
time. Most importantly 
be true to yourself.”

Anything to add? 
King Just in Sane 
said, “To my promot-
ers, thank you so very 
much. You’ve kept me 
sane with all the advice 

I needed to hear and for always be-
ing here for me. To my community I also 
want to thank you for embracing me the 
way you have. This year’s Pride let me 
see all the different sides of my commu-
nity. From leather, drag, kink and fetish, 
you’ve always embraced me with open 
arms.”  Queen Bambi Galore followed 
with, “Thank you Rik, Chris, and the rest 
of the team for giving me this year the 
chance to know my community better 
and to serve them to the best of my abil-
ity.” So regal yet so humble! 

Rik, Chris Jay, and Ganivah – pro-
moters of King and Queen of Pride – 
want to thank all the all the sponsors for 
their donations, and have these words 
for our current king and queen “ We are 
very thankful to our King Just in Sane 

BY MARY TAYLOR
Baltimore ouTloud had the opportuni-
ty to sit down and chat with Rik New-
ton-Treadway, one of the three promot-
ers who put the annual King and Queen 
of Pride event together. (Full disclosure: 
Baltimore ouTloud is the event’s proud 
media sponsor!)

This year we’ll be crowning the 30th 
queen and our 20th king, 
and support for the new 
royalty is incredible. Rik 
was able to give us some of 
the event’s storied history. 
“Back in 1990 when this all 
started, the way you were 
crowned was to raise the 
most money for a charity of 
your choice,” Rik explained. 
“Our first Queen was Chan-
tel McGee, followed by Tia 
Chambers for two years, 
and then Shawnna Alexan-
der for another two years.” This was all 
done together with what was known then 
as the GCCB (Gay Community Center 
of Baltimore), later to be the GLCCB 
(adding “Lesbian” to the name), and now 
known as the Pride Center of Maryland. 
“In 1995 they started to do it as a con-
test and there was a panel of judges who 
picked the winners. In 2001 at Club Hip-
po our first elected king was crowned. 
Ever since then the contest has been 
open to all.”

This year’s contest is being held on 
Friday, September 20th at the Motor 
House (120 West North 
Avenue, Baltimore). 
The doors open at 7 pm 
and the contest starts 
at 8. A donation of $20 
is being asked at the 
door, or tickets can be 
purchased through the 
Facebook page.

Rik went on to tell 
Baltimore ouTloud that 
the king and queen titles 
are open to everyone re-
gardless of gender identity. Everyone 
is free to choose which title to compete 
for. Applications are still being accepted. 
You can go to Facebook to get all the 
information. You must be 21 in order to 
compete and you must be a Maryland 
residence. You can have a local or bar 
title and be eligible to run for king or 
queen of Pride. But you can’t run for an-
other title if you win king or queen until 
after Baltimore Pride 2020 is over. 

Contestants compete in such cate-
gories as “pride wear” (Wear your rain-
bow! This gives you the chance to let 
judges see your creative side), talent, 
and there’s an on-stage interview. 

It’s not all fun and games, Rik says. 
“Pride royalty have events that they’re 

Royal Shuffle: New King & Queen of Pride to be 
Selected 9/20

LOCAL nEWS

It’s reigning 
kings and 
queens ... 

maybe you’re 
up for a spot 

on the throne?

DATE:  Wednesday, September 25, 2019
TIME:   6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
  1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
	 	 Baltimore,	MD	21201

Food and refreshments will be provided
Please RSVP to baltoaids@aol.com

GET PREPPED ON PrEP
A Town Hall Meeting on

Baltimore City HealtH Department UpDate 
on tHe enD aiDS initiative 

Please join us for dinner and an opportunity to learn about 
the	plan	to	end	the	AIDS	epidemic	in	Baltimore.

Hosted by  AIDS	Action	Baltimore
Sponsored by: Chase	Brexton	Health	Care,		Center	for	Black	Equity-Baltimore, 

The Pride Center of Maryland, Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research,
REACH	Initiative	&	Total	Health	Care.

 Supported by funding from Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
and	IMPACT	a	Baltimore	City	Health	Department	Campaign

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook
@ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOr & OutdOOr 
wedding cereMOnies,  

recePtiOns, And elOPeMents •

• Over 30 sAMe-sex weddings 
since 2013 • 

King 
Just in 
& Queen 
Bambi
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Volunteer ambassadors for Moveable 
Feast will have envelopes available to al-
low you to make additional donations and 
enter to win prizes like their grand prize of 
two VIP tickets to the Celine Dion concert 
(worth $1,750)! You can also donate by 
texting the word “feast” to 56512.

Moveable Feast is looking for great 
people to help in various roles, so please 
consider volunteering to help. For more 
info contact Angie Kelley at akelley@
mfeast.org or 410-327-3420 x31.

For more info visit Diningoutforlife.
com/city/baltimore. t

Hippodrome Theatre at the France-Mer-
rick Performing Arts Center will be at 
the event to promote the upcoming tour 
shows of Xanadu, featuring “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” alumni Ginger Minj and Jinx 
Monsoon. Be sure to stop by their booth 
to enter a chance to win a pair of tick-
ets to an upcoming performance of the 
show.

At 9:30 pm the doors to what is like-
ly the biggest drag show Baltimore has 
ever seen will open, and the show will 

begin at 10. The show will include 
drag queens, drag kings, and bio 
queens and will be headlined by Sa-
brina White, Karmella and Iyana De-
schanel. Also performing are Abbi Ka-
dabra, Ariel Von Wuinn, baby, bambi 
Galore, Chastity Vain, Deedee Dere-
on, Jalah Nicole, Kandi Pop, Kayden 
Amour Chloe, Lilyah Michelle Adams, 
Lula Lioness, Lyric Bordeaux, Onyx D 
Pearl, Pariah Sinclair, Sabrina Som-
mers, Sasha Mann, Sextia N’Eight, 
Shaunda Leer, Venus Fastrada, Vic-
toria blair, and Washington Heights. 
At midnight, DJ KB will spin a music 
set to play out the evening.

Advance purchase general ad-
mission tickets to the event are $15 
($12 for Creative Alliance members), 
or $18 / $15 if purchased at the door. 
General admission tickets are stand-
ing-room only. VIP tickets that include 
reserved seating and a drink are $25 
($22 for members). Tickets are avail-
able online at Bit.ly/2kBuGvR. If you 
have seating or accessibility con-
cerns, contact info@creativealliance.

org for accommodations. 
For more info visit the Facebook 

event page at bit.ly/2keccuz. With any 
luck, this event will become a new Bal-
timore institution, and continue for many 
years to come! t

Dining Out for Life, 
Thurs., Sept. 19th

You, your family and friends like to eat, 
right? Of course! Gather them together 
and do what you already enjoy, and bring 
them along to help Moveable Feast to 
support their important work putting nutri-
tious food on the table for Marylanders liv-
ing with chronic medical illnesses such as 
HIV, cancer, cardiovascular disease and 
renal disease! 

When you visit one of almost 60 par-
ticipating eateries across Baltimore on 
September 19th as part of Dining Out for 
Life, now in its 26th year as a fundraiser 
for Moveable Feast, they will donate at 
least 25% of sales from specified meals 
or times.

For a complete list of participating eat-
eries, the mealtimes they will be partici-
pating, their addresses, etc., visit Dining-
outforlife.com/city/baltimore.

LOCAL nEWS

Baltimore Drag 
Festival, 

Sat., Sept. 14th 
Unless you’ve been to DragCon or a 
similar event in another city, it’s doubtful 
you will see as much drag in one day and 
in one place as you’ll see on Saturday, 
September 14th at Baltimore’s first ever 
Drag Festival. All the dragstravaganza 

will take place at the Creative Alliance 
(3134 Eastern Avenue, Baltimore).

The day kicks off with “Story Time 
with Drag Queens” from noon to 1 pm. 
Everyone loves story time, and every-
thing is better with drag queens, right? 
Baltimore’s own Pariah Sinclair and Lula 
Lioness will host this event reading kids 
stories with a twist. It’s open to all ages 
and totally free. Bring your family and 
friends to a welcoming space where kids 
and storytellers are free to present as 
they feel comfortable and listen to clas-
sic children’s tales. Please note how-
ever, that this event will be held in the 
Amalie Rothschild Gallery where a life 
drawing exhibition is currently on view. 
This means that there are drawings of 
people in the nude on the walls.

At 7 pm the vendor fair opens and will 
include makeup tutorials by local queens 
along with venders selling the essentials 
for both veteran queens and weekend 
drag warriors. 

Alongside the glitter and glitz, the Be-
Sure van will be offering free HIV testing 
and the Baltimore Board of Elections will 
be helping with voter registration to make 
sure everyone can exercise their right to 
vote! Food and drink will be available 
from Points South Latin Kitchen, Nacho 
Mama’s, and Union Craft Brewing. 

In addition, representatives from the 

you’re this person, and it has an M, and it 
was how people felt about me as a trans 
woman. If I stood at someone’s house, they 
wouldn’t rent.”

The organization seeks to address is-
sues of homelessness and personal safe-
ty head-on. Safe Haven provides access 
to a shower, clean clothing, gender- and 
name-change forms, condoms, lube, a per-
manent address, a bed, syringe exchange, 
drug rehabilitation, and legal counseling. 
The building also has a classroom, where 
Dammons and her staff foresee profession-
al and vocational training, mock job inter-
views, and resume writing – all critical skills 
people need to lift themselves out of unsta-
ble living situations. “Baltimore Safe Haven 
gives individuals something to get them to 
the next level,” she says. “Basically, getting 
them a job is getting to the grassroots.” 

Iya Dammons is the only black trans 
executive director serving her community in 
Baltimore. Her position is unique, allowing 
her to mentor LGBT youth who struggled 
as she did. During Safe Haven’s meet-
ing, Dammons motioned for a young girl 
milling about in the common room to join 
the meeting. Dammons urged me to hear 
her speak. A girl in her late teens, she was 
starting school the next day and needed 
money. She applied for a job and encour-
aged the rest of the room to “pray for her.” 
But to survive, she still engaged in sex work 
occasionally. She said she tries not to do 
sex work that much anymore because she 
wants to maintain good health. 

Afterward, Dammons commented, “As 
you’ve seen in there – what the 19-year-old 
little girl told you – [people] could be bullied 
by their parents, could be, ‘Oh you’re gay, 
so you can’t stay here.’ So, this is for them, 
for those who do not have anyone to wipe 
their tears. I am here. Baltimore Safe Hav-
en is here.” t

Baltimore Safe Haven is accepting do-
nations. Visit Safe Haven GoFundme.com 
or send a check to 416 North montford 
avenue, Baltimore 21218. drop physical 
donations to Safe Haven directly at 2117 
North charles Street. Baltimoresafehaven.
wixsite.com or call 443-869-6867. t

the demographic most at risk for violence 
and death in the LGBT community. The 
group has tracked 17 deaths of trans peo-
ple nationally this year, not including those 
crimes that are unreported or victims that 
are misgendered. Of those deaths, the ma-
jority of people killed were trans women of 
color. In Baltimore, the dangers of being 
black and trans in the city are no less se-
rious. In April, the community mourned the 
loss of Brittany Fleming, a woman who died 
of an overdose. Over Labor Day weekend, 
the Washington Blade reported that Bailey 
Reeves, a black, teenaged trans girl was 
fatally shot on Parkwood Avenue. 

“It’s kill or be killed,” Dammons said 
blunty, sitting on the black leather couches 
that make a communal living room in the 
Safe Haven building. Often, trans women 
are put in particularly difficult situations – 
disowned by their families, discriminated 
against by employers and landlords, and 
forced onto the streets without means to 
survive. 

“I was bullied, and people really didn’t 
like my sexual orientation as a trans wom-
an,” Dammons says. “As I went to get jobs 
people would be like, ‘Well, your ID says 

‘Safe Haven’ for 
Trans People

—continued from page 1
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BEYOnD THE BELTWAY

New report 
exposes 
global reach 
of ‘conversion 
therapy’

new York City – A groundbreaking 
report released by OutRight Action Inter-
national today exposes the global reach 
of so-called conversion therapy. Drawing 
on data from survey results with almost 
500 respondents from 80 countries, and 
in-depth interviews with experts and 
those subjected from more than a doz-
en countries, the report overwhelmingly 
shows that so-called conversion therapy 
efforts occur across the world and are 
predominantly promoted and perpetrat-
ed by people acting in the name of re-
ligion or pseudo-health care, often insti-
gated by family pressure.

“Conversion therapy” is the most 
widely used term to describe practices 
[of] attempting to change, suppress, or 
divert one’s sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression. It is also 
called reorientation therapy, reparative 
therapy, reintegrative therapy, or, more 
recently, support for unwanted same-sex 
attraction or transgender identities. The 
practices vary due to religious, cultural, 
or traditional contexts and range from 
overtly physically violent, such as elec-
troshock or “corrective rape,” to psycho-
logically abusive, such as isolation or 
psychiatric hospitalization, or more sub-
tle forms of talk therapy or group therapy. 
Practices can also be religiously based, 
including extensive prayer, fasting, and 
spiritual rituals. But regardless of the 
form they take or the name attributed, 
so-called conversion therapy practices 
are not a recognized form of therapy and 
certainly do not result in conversion. In 
fact, such practices cause deep, lasting 
trauma that affects every realm of life. 

Maria Sjödin, deputy director of Out-
right Action International, commented: 

“Our report paints a chilling picture of the 
global prevalence of these barbaric prac-
tices which constitute cisgender, heter-
onormative indoctrination. So-called 
conversion therapy efforts hinge on the 
belief that cisgender heterosexuality is 
the norm, and gender identities beyond 
the binary and/or same-sex attraction 
not only fall outside the norm but have to 
be changed, if need be by brutal, inhu-
man force, through practices which have 
been recognized to be tantamount to 
torture by the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights.” Sjödin 
continued: ‘We welcome the efforts of a 
handful of governments around the world 
to ban so-called conversion therapy, and 
urge governments in other countries 
highlighted in this report to take similar 

steps to safeguard their LGBTIQ citizens 
from these harmful practices.” Access 
the full report [at Outrightinternational.
org/reports/global-reach-so-called-con-
version-therapy]. (Seattle Gay News at 
Sgn.org/sgnnews47_35/page2.cfm)

Two trans 
women tortured 
and killed in 
Pakistan in 
July

Sahiwal District, pakistan – Police 
in Pakistan on July 27th found the bod-
ies of two transgender women who were 
tortured and beaten to death. Officials 
found the two women in a locked house 
in the Sahiwal district of the eastern Pun-
jab province. Senior officer Mohammad 
Ali Zia told the associated Press. He said 
it was unclear what motivated the killer. 
But he told AP, they died on July 24th. 
One of the women was aged between 25 
and 30 and the other about 31, according 
to Trans Action Pakistan. In a Facebook 
post, the local trans group also reports 
the police were gathering evidence.

At least 62 transgender Pakistanis 

were killed in 2018. In August last year, 
Pakistan’s Trans community took to the 
streets to protest violence against the 
community. They demanded better po-
lice protection. Pakistan passed a land-
mark legislation to protect transgender 
people in May. But the community still 
faces widespread violence and discrim-
ination on the ground. Activists want a 
government body to implement anti-dis-
crimination laws. Trans Pakistanis face 
mistreatment at the hands of police, gov-
ernment officials, and healthcare profes-
sionals. Families and communities often 
reject transgender Pakistanis. They suf-
fer high levels of mental health problems 
as a result.

President of the group, Farzana 
Jana, recently told GayStarNews.com 
that “violence against the transgender 
community is getting worse. The trans-
gender community is much more likely to 
be violently attacked than any other mar-
ginalized group in Khyber Pakhtukhwa,” 
Farzana Jana said. “Laws alone are not 
sufficient, there needs to be empathy 

and rule of law.” Lives of transgender 
community in Pakistan cannot improve 
without education and deeper learning 
about the transgender community. (Gay 
Star News – rik Glauert at Gaystarnews.
com/article/two-transgender-women-tor-
tured-and-killed-in-pakistan/#gs.123581)

Mother of 
murdered trans 
woman starts 
foundation

Dallas – On the same day that Judge 
Hector Garza rejected a defense attor-
ney’s effort to dead-name her murdered 
daughter, Stephanie Houston announced 
August 29th, that she is launching the 
Muhlaysia Booker Foundation, a non-
profit corporation dedicated to providing 
housing, advocacy, emotional support, 
counseling, employment resources, and 
training to transgender women. “We 
strive to inspire, nurture, and provide 
a safe haven to this community by ad-
dressing acts of violence, homelessness, 
sex work and suicide,” Houston said in 
the press release announcing the new 
organization and her role as its execu-
tive director.

Ahmad Goree, elected as board 
president of the group, said he is “hon-
ored to have the privilege” of being 
the first president and helping set its 
agenda. “I look forward to working with 
this progressive board of directors and 
Stephanie Houston. We are committed 
to honoring Muhlaysia’s legacy through 
meaningful work to an extremely margin-
alized segment of society.” Goree said 
that an event is being planned to launch 
the Muhlaysia Booker Foundation, with 
more information coming soon.

“It is most appropriate that I honor 
the legacy of my daughter by creating 
this foundation, which can help young 
women like Muhlaysia to feel loved, be 
safe and be greater,” Houston said. “The 
brutal assault and murder of my daugh-
ter will forever leave a hole in my heart, 
but it will also serve as motivation for 
myself and others to fight the current 
government agenda against transgender 
women and the increasing acts of vio-

lence.” In April, video went viral of Book-
er being assaulted following a minor 
fender-bender accident in the parking 
lot of the South Dallas apartment com-
plex as onlookers laughed and jeered. A 
month later, Booker was found shot to 
death, her body left lying in the street 
in East Dallas. In mid-June, Kendrell 
Lavar Lyles was arrested and charged 
with her murder. (dallas Voice at dal-
lasvoice.com/muhlaysia-bookers-moth-
er-announces-new-foundation-benefit-
ting-trans-women/)

Washington 
State House 
Speaker is first 
woman and 
lesbian

Seattle – State Rep. Laurie Jinkins, 
Democrat of Tacoma, is the new speaker 
of the state House of Representatives; 
she is the first female and first LGBTQ 
person to hold the office. She replac-
es Rep. Frank Chopp of Seattle who 
stepped down as speaker after a quar-
ter century; he remains an active mem-
ber of the House. Jinkins represents the 

27th Legislative District in Pierce County. 
When she’s not serving in the legisla-
ture, she is also deputy director of Taco-
ma-Pierce County Public Health. Before 
winning election in 2010, she served in 
the state Department of Health as assis-
tant secretary. Additionally, she earned a 
law degree from Seattle University.

Jinkins started her career litigating 
child abuse and neglect cases for the 
state Attorney General’s Office accord-
ing to her website. She then shifted her 
career toward public health. She has 
worked hard for social justice issues in 
Washington state. She advocated for a 
woman’s right to choose, worked to end 
domestic violence, promoted immigra-
tion reforms and living wages for all. In 
2009, she co-chaired the state’s Refer-
endum 71 campaign regarding domestic 
partnerships for same-sex couples. In 
2012, Referendum 74 was approved by 

compiled by Jim Becker

—continued on page 10

Muhlaysia Booker – Resquiescat in pace

Rep. Laurie Jinkins
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Important Facts About DOVATO
This is only a brief summary of important information about DOVATO and 
does not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and 
treatment.
What is the Most Important Information I Should Know about DOVATO?
If you have both human immunodefi ciency virus-1 (HIV-1) and hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•   Resistant HBV infection. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV infection 

before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the hepatitis  B 
virus can change (mutate) during your treatment with DOVATO and become harder to treat 
(resistant). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in people who have HIV-1 and 
HBV infection.

•     Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HIV-1 and HBV infection, your HBV may 
get worse (fl are-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV infection 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening liver disease can be serious and 
may lead to death.

   °   Do not run out of DOVATO. Refi ll your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider 
before your DOVATO is all gone.

  °   Do not stop DOVATO without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. If you     
stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health often and 
do blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver.

What is DOVATO?
DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection in adults: who have not received antiretroviral medicines in the past, and 
without known resistance to the medicines dolutegravir or lamivudine. HIV-1 is the virus that 
causes Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and 
effective in children.
Who should not take DOVATO?
Do Not Take DOVATO if You:
•   have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or lamivudine.
•   take dofetilide.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?
Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including 
if you:
•   have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•   have kidney problems.
•    are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO (dolutegravir) 

may harm your unborn baby.
   °   You should not take DOVATO if you are planning to become pregnant or 

during the fi rst 12 weeks of pregnancy. Your healthcare provider may prescribe 
a different medicine if you are planning to become pregnant or become pregnant during 
treatment with DOVATO.

   °   If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will perform a pregnancy test 
before you start treatment with DOVATO.

   °   If you can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth control 
(contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

   °   Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become pregnant, you 
become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including 
if you: (cont’d)
•   are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.
   °   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.
   °   One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
   °   Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
•   You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that interact 

with DOVATO.
•   Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.
What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•   Those in the “What is the Most Important Information I Should Know about 

DOVATO?” section.
•   Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop 

a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away 
if you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; 
generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters 
or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or 
tongue; problems breathing. 

•   Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with 
DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure, have also happened in people without a 
history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare provider may do blood tests 
to check your liver. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following signs 
or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow 
(jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea 
or vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you get any of the following symptoms that could be signs of lactic 
acidosis: feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain; trouble breathing; 
stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and legs; feel 
dizzy or lightheaded; and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•   Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to 
death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your 
liver (steatosis). Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
signs or symptoms of liver problems which are listed above under “Liver 
problems.” You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female or very overweight (obese).

Learn more 
about Kalvin 
and DOVATO at 
DOVATO.com
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Living with HIV

KALVIN‡

SO MUCH GOES
INTO WHO I AM
HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

Living with HIV

KALVIN‡

SO MUCH GOES
INTO WHO I AM
HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

Could DOVATO be right for you? Ask your doctor today.

Reasons to ask your doctor about DOVATO:

    Results may vary.
*Undetectable means reducing the HIV in your blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).
†  As compared with 3-drug regimens.

DOVATO is a once-a-day complete treatment for adults who are new to HIV-1 medicine.

What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO (cont’d)?
•   Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) 

can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a long 
time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms 
after you start taking DOVATO.

•   The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache; 
diarrhea; nausea; trouble sleeping; and tiredness.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for 
medical advice about side effects. You are encouraged to report negative 
side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch,
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
Where Can I Find More Information? 
•   Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•   Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also 

get FDA-approved labeling.
Trademark is owned by or licensed to the ViiV Healthcare group 
of companies.

You can take it any time of 
day with or without food
(around the same time each 
day)—giving you fl exibility

 ‡ Compensated by ViiV Healthcare

DOVATO can help you reach and then stay 
undetectable* with just 2 medicines in 1 pill. 
That means fewer medicines† in your body 
while taking DOVATO
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
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Calendar of Events
Friday, September13
Breaking Bread Project 6:30-10:00pm
(MA)Marijuana Anonymous: 7:00 - 8:00pm
Saturday, September 14
(AA)Alcoholics Anonymous: 6:00 - 8:00pm
Sunday, September 15
(NA)Narcotics Anonymous: 11am – 1pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga: 3:30pm – 4:45pm
Coming Out Support Group: 5-7:00pm
Monday, September 16
Tuesday, September 17
Free & Confidential Testing: 
 2:00 – 5:00pm 
Yumme Heart Strings Guitar Lessons 
 5:00-7:00pm
Teen Art Group: 5:30-7:30pm
DBSA Charles Village: 6:30-8:30pm
Poetry Workshop: 6:30-8:30pm
SILhouette: 7:30 - 9:30pm
Wednesday, September 18
(SCA)Sexual Compulsives Anonymous: 
 7:00 - 8:00pm
Trans Baltimore: 7:00-9:00pm
The Mankind Project: 7:00 - 9:15pm
Thursday, September 19
Free & Confidential Testing: 2:00 - 5:00pm 
Youth Against Oppression: 4:30-6:30pm
Baltimore Trans-Masculine Alliance: 
 6:30-9:00pm
Friday, September 20
(MA) Marijuana Anonymous: 7:00-8:00pm
Giovanni’s Room: 7:00-10:00pm
Saturday, September 21
Suicide Prevention Panel Discussion:
 3:00-7:00pm
(AA)Alcoholics Anonymous: 6:00-8:00pm
Birthday Celebration for Mother Helena:
 7pm – 11pm
Sunday, September 22
(NA)Narcotics Anonymous: 11am – 1pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga 3:30 – 4:45pm
Monday, September 23
Tuesday, September 24
Free & Confidential Testing:  2:00-5:00 pm 
Yumme Heart Strings Guitar Lessons: 
 5:00-7:00pm
Civic Engagement Series - Michael Harrison,  
Baltimore City Police Commissioner: 
 6 – 8:00pm
DBSA Charles Village: 6:30-8:30pm
New Volunteer Orientation: 6:30 – 7:30pm
Wednesday, September 25
Vogue Night with STAR TRACK:  
 6:30pm – 9:30pm
(SCA)Sexual Compulsives Anonymous: 
 7-8:00pm
The Mankind Project: 7 – 9:15pm
Thursday, September 26
Free & Confidential Testing: 2– 5:00pm
Helping Hands Clothing Closet: 
 3–7:00pm
Community Advisory Council Meeting: 
 6 – 7:00pm
Sistahs of Pride: 7pm-9pm
Friday, A September 27
PCOM General Town Hall Meeting: 
 6–7:00pm
Breaking Bread Project: 6-8:00pm
(MA) Marijuana Anonymous: 7-8:00pm
Saturday, September 28
(AA)Alcoholics Anonymous: 6:00-8:00pm

Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
The Pride Center of Maryland 
(PCOM) is forming a Community 
Advisory Council and will host its in-
augural meeting and kick off at the 
Center’s Charles Village complex on 
Thursday, September 26, 2019. 

While the Center was founded 
largely on the very premises of activ-
ism for and by the sexual and gender 
minority community, this is the first 
time in its over 40 year history it has 
formally organized a panel of com-
munity members to serve as liaisons 
and advisors.

“We serve such a diverse com-
munity, it’s imperative that each 
member feel represented and have 
a say,” explained PCOM Executive 
Director, Mimi Demissew. 

She went on to note that the pan-
el’s feedback will be used in decision 
making around program offerings, 
space use, advocacy initiatives, and 
events planning, adding, “its impact 
potential is limitless.  This organiza-
tion is community lead and this is one 
way that we do this, by listening and 
involving the people that we serve. It 
is necessary that all voices be heard, 
not just the loudest among us.”  

Through all of its offerings-- from 
free HIV/STI testing, to health, well-
ness and recovery groups, legal clin-
ics and housing services-- to myriad 
others, the Center serves over 600 
people each month.  It also creates a 
broad range of accessible education-
al and cultural programming targeted 
to its various member groups. 

“There are ever growing needs 
we seek to address, and having al-
most literal fingers on the pulse of 
the community will ensure we stay 
in touch with the very public we exist 
to support, across multiple platforms. 
In order for the Center to progress 
and stay true to its vision of sexual 
and gender minorities working close-
ly together to ensure that all parts of 
the community are thriving—those 
needs have to be directly relayed. 
The advisory council will allow that, 

The Pride Center of Maryland (PCOM) is 
forming a Community Advisory Council

” said Mimi.   
The Advisory Council should and 

will consist of a broad representation 
of the populations for whom the sup-
port of the Center is vital. “Inclusion 
is key—input and output, so we can-
not have barriers or censure.  I ex-
pect the panel will appear as diverse 
as the crowd at PRIDE! All races, 
ethnicities, ages, languages, gender 
expressions, individuals with differ-
ent levels of education, literacy and 
technological knowledge, all levels of 
abilities, and so on.” 

The Pride Center of Maryland, 
longtime producer of the annual Bal-
timore Pride Festival that this year 
hosted over 30,000 visitors to the 
region, stresses that it is an organi-
zation serving the entire state—and 
representation from those living out-
side of the city and throughout the 
state is strongly encouraged.  

The Community Advisory Council 
is new thus will have among its first 

orders of business the creation of 
its operating procedures and guide-
lines. These will be under the auspic-
es of the by-laws of the Pride Cen-
ter of Maryland, a 501c3 registered 
non-profit entity; however, in keeping 
with a grassroots, community driven 
ethic, the first seated panel will play 
an integral role in its organization. 

The agency, its staff and board 
are committed to being community 
lead and plan on working with the 
panel as partners. The goal is an 
open exchange of ideas, frank dis-
cussions of issues, and safe space 
for participants to provide honest 
critiques of the organization and its 
practices.

Members will not be censored or 
penalized, and will be welcomed to 
inform the board about information, 
misinformation, and/or rumors cir-
culating in the community about the 
Center, as well as suggestions for 
means for improving any issues.  

pridecentermd.org 
410-777-8145

info@pridecentermd.org
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federal judge is offensive and appalling 
and yet another low point for the Trump-
pence White House,” said HrC pres-
ident Alphonso David. “At a time when 
violence and discrimination against 
LGBTQ people and other marginalized 
communities is on the rise in this coun-
try, the last thing we need is another 
judicial nominee who does not recog-
nize LGBTQ people as people worthy of 
basic respect and protection under the 

law. Steven Menashi 
is not fit to serve on 
any judicial bench, 
much less a court 
one step down from 
the Supreme Court. 
He should withdraw, 
and if he doesn’t, he 
should be rejected by 
the Senate.”

The Anti-Violence 
Project reported an 
86% increase in hate 
violence-related ho-

micides of LGBTQ people between 2016 
and 2017. Last year, at least 26 transgen-
der people – mostly black women – were 
killed. So far in 2019, there are reports of 
at least 16 transgender people who have 
been killed. t (Seattle Gay News at Sgn.
org/sgnnews47_35/page10.cfm)

on non-discrimination, and congratula-
tions to Norman United for this incredible 
victory, obtained over years of organiz-
ing toward this moment.” Shinn added, 

“This is a moment to celebrate not just for 
Norman but for all of Oklahoma and our 
nationwide movement.”

As the council prepared to vote on 
the ordinance, according to the Norman 
Transcript, Clark noted: “If you did not 
know, we are about to make history in 
the state of Oklahoma for being the most 
inclusive community in the state. To-
night, we are living our motto of building 
an inclusive community, but more so we 
are creating a model for other cities. We 
are providing you an ordinance and an 
example of what you can do and what 
you should do.” The amendments up-
dating the city’s nondiscrimination ordi-
nance passed on a vote of 8-1. (dallas 
Voice at dallasvoice.com/norman-be-
comes-1st -c i ty - in -ok lahoma- to-pro-
tect-lgbt-residents-from-discrimination)

HRC denounces 
Trump court 
nominee’s anti-
LGBT remarks

Washington, DC – On August 23rd, 
the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) re-
sponded to news that Steven Menashi, 
Trump’s nominee for the US Court of Ap-
peals for the 2nd Circuit, has a history 
of hateful, disturbing writings that render 
him unfit to be an impartial federal judge 
tasked with protecting the rights and civil 
liberties of all. In one piece, Menashi ex-
plicitly diminishes the hate that led to the 
brutal murder of Matthew Shepard.

“Nominating a person who has ex-
ploited and downplayed the murder of 
Matthew Shepard to a lifetime seat as a 

clear from the outset that you, our read-
ers and supporters around the world, 
wanted to hear about and engage with 
the stories we were telling. However, it 
has always been a tough business. This 
year, it got unexpectedly much tough-
er. ... There are a number of reasons, of 
course. But the biggest change was the 
level of confidence brands and business-
es in the UK have, due to the uncertainty 
over Brexit. It won’t surprise anyone to 
hear that many media organizations are 
struggling with the same problem. There 
has also been another trend which has 
become more apparent this year. Brands 
which are wishing to ‘do’ LGBTI work are 
increasingly doing so in a tokenistic way.

“To avoid any doubt, our problem has 
been entirely financial. By all the statis-
tics, Gay Star News is now more widely 
read, watched, and loved by the inter-
national LGBTI audience than ever. It 
is a sad paradox that our popularity has 
not transferred into our survival. We are 
convinced we are closing at a time when 
more people want and need what we 
offer than ever before. We felt you de-
served those answers. But the real point 
of this letter is to thank you. … Gay Star 
News and Digital Pride have never just 
happened. They have been willed into 
being by incredible people. Until the very 
end we had good reason to believe we 
would survive. We have fought through 
and won through so many times. We 
were incredibly close. But this one has 
broken us, and truly broken our hearts. 
(Gay Star News at Gaystarnews.com/
article/gay-star-news-is-closing-you-de-
serve-the-full-story-all-our-thanks-and-
love/#gs.127rx0)

Norman first 
Oklahoma city 
to bar LGBTQ 
discrimination

norman, Oklahoma – Allie Shinn, 
head of Freedom Oklahoma, notes that 
the Norman, Oklahoma, city council 
voted on August 27th to approve non-
discrimination protections for LGBT resi-
dents of the city in employment, housing, 
and public accommodations. The vote 
makes Norman the first city in Oklahoma 
to offer such protections.

“Congratulations are in order for this 
giant leap forward for our movement,” 
Shinn said in an email announcing the 
vote. “This is a momentous occasion 
for Norman’s LGBTQ population and 
an incredible model for what is possible 
in a conservative state like Oklahoma.” 
Shinn also extended “huge thanks” to 
Norman Mayor Breea Clark, the Nor-
man City Council and the city’s Human 
Rights Commission “for their leadership 

the voters to provide for same-sex mar-
riage in the Evergreen State.

Following her election as Speaker 
Jinkins said, “I first ran for public office 
because I wanted to make sure all fam-
ilies have the same opportunities for 
success. Washington continues to rank 
among the top states to live, work, and 
do business in large part due to the for-
ward-thinking policies adopted by the 
legislature over the last 20 years. We 
made sure all kids have access to health 
care regardless of family income. We 
have some of the best colleges and uni-
versities in the nation. And we support 
families by embracing marriage equal-
ity, paid family leave, equal pay, and 
many other polices. I want every fami-
ly to have the same opportunities my 
family has had, and that vision will be 
the guiding force during my service as 
speaker. I thank my colleagues for their 
confidence.” Jinkins lives in Tacoma with 
her wife, Laura Wulf, and their 18-year-
old son. They married in 2013, just a few 
months short of their 25th anniversary. 
(Seattle Gay News – Tim Peter at Sgn.
org/sgnnews47_35/page6.cfm)

Online LGBTQ 
news group 
Gay Star News 
closes

London, England – In an open letter 
posted on its website on July 30th, the 
founders of Gay Star News announced 
it is closing effective immediately. In a 
heartfelt thank you to shareholders, ad-
vertisers, and readers Tris Reid-Smith 
and Scott Nunn expressed their deep 
disappointment. 

“We are devastated to have to confirm 
the reports that Gay Star News has to 
close, effective immediately. The site is 
no longer being updated. We don’t know 
how long it will remain online for but we 
will try to preserve it for as long as pos-
sible. … Why is GSN closing? Firstly, we 

feel you deserve to know why we have 
to close. Since we started almost eight 
years ago, Gay Star News has been able 
to serve our community and grow. It was 

Gay Star news founders Tris Reid-Smith 
and Scott nunn

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

BEYOnD THE BELTWAY

Menashi
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partner wants equality, it means a lessen-
ing of power or oppression; that my anger 
is justified if I feel crossed and that I can 
throw a fit, either directly, or indirectly as 
passive aggression. Alternatively, if the 
confrontation does not work, it may mean 
assuming the victim posture. Reciprocity 
of feeling or behavior is not a part of nar-
cissism, but double standards are. I can 
do this, and it is okay but not when you 
do the same.

Now let’s be fair: We all have some 
degree of feeling that we deserve this or 
that when we may not have done anything 
towards it. The issue is the degree to 
which we adopt this attitude. It is the bal-

ance of how we treat others, 
whether with sensitivity and 
gratitude, or with an I-don’t-
care-how-my-behavior-af-
fects-you mentality. If you’re 
in a relationship with some-
one who exhibits these traits 
and behavior, what to do? Be 
clear in what you will or won’t 

do. You don’t have to accept what goes 
against your values and expectations; 
see if there is room to negotiate. Loving 
someone does not mean catering to 

their every need just so 
they care about you. Any healthy connec-
tion is a two-way street that enriches the 
lives of both parties, not only one, while 
taking away from the other. t
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Who, Me? 
Entitled?

One of the issues that emerge in hu-
man interactions is what is called a 
sense of entitlement. How do we de-
fine and detect this? 

If you have ever felt like some-
one is bearing down on you with 
their needs, wants, and demands, 
you know what it feels like. The 
question that pops into one’s mind 
is: Why does this person feel they 
are entitled to this privilege or sat-
isfaction of what they want? Why is 
it my duty to keep them satisfied re-
gardless of what I want? This becomes 
a destructive factor in a relationship if 
the demands are going only in one di-
rection. The extreme example of 
this kind of behavior is when 
physical or mental abuse takes 
place. Without getting into a 
discussion on such extremes, 
how is it that some people de-
velop this sense of entitlement 
at the expense of others, even 
those they may love?

Let’s first define what this 
concept is. It is a feeling that the 
world owes you, and that you 
deserve privileges you haven’t 
earned. It is a feeling that is the 
result of upbringing and life ex-
periences and is learned. At the 
heart of it, it is narcissism, a term 
originated from Greek mythology, 
where the young Narcissus fell in 
love with his own image reflected 
in a pool of water. that definition vi-
sually conveys what the sense of en-
titlement involves. It is expecting that 
I come before everyone else; that if a 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

Keeping 
looking out 
for number 

one in check

Coming Out & 
Confronting Bias

“It occurred to me shortly after that 
that it was an absolute necessity for me to 
declare homosexuality, because if I didn’t, 
I was a part of the prejudice. I was aiding 
and abetting the prejudice that was a part 

of the effort to destroy me.” ― Bayard 
ruSTiN

BY JOHAnnA M. DOLAn
Everyday more and more of us make the 
bold choice to come all the way out of the 
closet. As you no doubt know many have 
overcome the life-threatening challenges 
of coming out of the closet right in front of 
us and are now leading happy, successful 
lives. Some of us don’t survive the coming 
out process. It’s time for that to stop.

This means 
that we need 
to address the 
elephant in the 
room – no mat-
ter how open 
you personally 
are in your own 
life; it doesn’t 
mean that all 
LGBTQ indi-
viduals have 
come out or 
are safe. Nor 

does it mean that all LGBTQ people have 
had the pleasure of knowing you and peo-
ple like you – people who believe in them 
despite the stigma still attached to being 
LGBTQ. 

In fact, many of us still face severe 
consequences for being open and authen-
tic. For being exactly who we are. The con-
sequences can be lack of social support, 
isolation, homelessness, secret keeping- 
all of these factors can then lead to sub-
stance use disorders, mental illnesses and 
higher suicide/murder rates than our het-
erosexual or cisgender counterparts.

When we talk about stigma, we are 
really talking about a fundamental con-
flict between who we are and what we are 
taught about ourselves. these conflicts 
lead to self-harm and societal violence. 

It’s possible that some of the stigma 
can be attributed to the way medicine has 
looked at us. Most notably homosexuality 
was considered a mental illness until 1974. 
On June 21st, 2019 at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Psychoanalytic Association 
the President Lee Jaffe, MD, apologized 
to the LGBTQ community by saying this, 
“Regrettably, much of our past understand-
ing of homosexuality as an illness can be 
attributed to the American psychoanalytic 
establishment. While our efforts in advo-
cating for sexual and gender diversity since 
are worthy of pride, it is long past time to 
recognize and apologize for our role in the 
discrimination and trauma caused by our 
profession and say, ‘we are sorry.’” 

These erroneous views led the gener-
al public to believe that gender and sexu-
al diversity was an illness which led to our 
perception as abominations, fit only for 
sex work and entertainment for “healthy” 
people. Overtime laws were created to 
protect heterosexual, cisgender persons. 
Those laws created the climate that we 
find ourselves slowly – very slowly – com-
ing out of.

We all hold biases about ourselves 
when we come out. Hopefully we unlearn 
these biases about ourselves and others 
in our community. We don’t always. We 
never do unless we learn how to chal-
lenge them. 

There are three types of bias we need 
to challenge:

• unconscious bias – automatic 
judgments in favor of, or against, anoth-
er based on past experiences and back-
ground

• Oppression – often an unfair and 
cruel use of institutional power and privi-
lege where one person or group benefits 
at the expense of another 

• prejudice – judgment about a per-
son or group usually indicating negative 
bias without knowledge, thought, or rea-
son 

You may not even be aware of your 
personal biases which could affect your 
ability to effectively see LGBTQ people, 
like you and me, as just people. Now 
imagine if you aren’t one of us and are 
suddenly tasked with protecting us in-
stead of arresting us.

This is precisely the topic of the next 
several articles – how the police officers 
of Anne Arundel County are breaking 
down barriers; shattering stigma; and do-
ing the work to become LGBTQ allies. 

So, I’m asking you, the reader, as 
one rational person to another to please 
read the series in its entirety; to not take 
it out of context; and more importantly to 
remember my intent. I want to make the 
world a better place for all of us. I’m one 
person standing in the gap advocating, 
educating, offering a helping hand, work-
ing towards equality and the healing of 
the beautiful LGBTQ community of which 
I am proud to be a part of. 

Join me – we’re stronger together. t
The principal of dolan and associ-

ates, Johanna m. dolan brings nearly 
two decades of personal experience as 
an entrepreneur, 11 years as a profes-
sional financial planner, ten years as a 
life coach, and two years as an ordained 
minister. She speaks openly and can-
didly on issues ranging from addiction, 
dysfunctional relationships, finances, the 
effects of long term chronic illness on life, 
and more. 

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center

Bayard
Rustin
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Here are some tips:
• Define what you hope to see im-

prove, and be honest with yourself about 
your mental health needs.

• Find something that is aimed at help-
ing you with this goal you just defined.

• Do your research. If you care about 
finding treatment that you know will work, 
look for practices that are supported by 
research! t

The author is affiliated with the Shep-
pard Pratt Health System

People with high blood pressure should 
eat spicy food if they enjoy it, as long as 
it is low in sodium.

Are artificial sweeteners more dan-
gerous than sugar? There is no scien-
tific evidence to support this common 
belief. Artificial sweeteners are definitely 
healthier than sugar for the two-thirds of 
American adults who are overweight.

Is honey healthier than sugar? 
Honey is a liquid form of sugar with add-
ed pollen and bee secretions. Honey is 
no better or worse for people than any 
other form of sugar. The exception to this 
is that children under one year old can 
get botulism, a form of paralysis, from 
bacterial spores found in honey. Children 
under one year should not have even 
a taste of honey or food prepared with 
honey.

Will cutting out high-cholesterol 
foods, like shrimp and egg yolks, low-
er my cholesterol? It’s more important 
to cut back on fried and other high-fat 
foods. Most cholesterol is made from fat 
in food, not from the cholesterol we eat. 

Is diabetes caused by eating sug-
ar? Not really. Adult-onset diabetes is a 
genetic (inborn) trait that is caused by 
loss of sensitivity to insulin. This loss of 
sensitivity is also called “insulin resis-

tance.” Insulin resistance gets 
worse as body fat increases. 
It doesn’t matter what kind of 
food contributes the calories 
that cause weight gain: fats, 
sugars, proteins and organ-
ic goat cheese can all cause 
weight gain if you eat a large 

enough amount.
Do diet sodas rot your teeth? Car-

bonation in fizzy beverages can cause 
some damage to tooth enamel. This ef-
fect is the same, whether the soda is diet 
or sugared. The damage from carbon-
ation is small compared to the tooth de-
cay caused by sugar. Brush your teeth!

Can soymilk stop hot flashes in 
menopause? Yes, some women find soy 
helps control hot flashes. Soymilk is also 
a good source of low-fat protein and cal-
cium, so you can’t go wrong by trying it. 

Do dark sodas raise triglycerides 
(fats) in the blood? No. There is no ba-
sis for this myth.

When trying to lose weight, does 
it help to eat whole wheat instead of 
white bread? A slice of whole wheat 
bread has just as many calories as a 
slice of white bread. There are other 
good reasons to eat high fiber foods, but 
do not expect whole wheat bread to help 
you lose weight.

Should we be concerned about di-
hydrogen monoxide contamination in 
food? No. Dihydrogen monoxide is wa-
ter (H2O.) 

Don’t be taken in by fake nutrition 
or pseudo-science! t

dr. eva Hersh is a family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to 
her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.
com.

Dear Readers,
Please consider your 

answers to these nutrition 
questions. My answers fol-
low.

1) Which raises blood 
pressure more, spicy food 
or salty food?

2) Are artificial sweeteners more 
dangerous than sugar?

3) Is honey healthier than sugar?
4) Will cutting out high-cholesterol 

foods, like shrimp and egg yolks, lower 
cholesterol?

5) Is diabetes caused by eating sug-
ar?

6) Do diet sodas rot your teeth?
7) Does soymilk help for hot flashes 

in menopause?
8) Do dark sodas like colas increase 

triglycerides (fats) in the blood?
9) To lose weight, does it help to eat 

whole wheat instead of white bread?
10) Should we be concerned about 

dihydrogen monoxide contamination in 
food?

Which raises blood pressure 
more, spicy food or salty food? Spicy 
food has no effect on blood pressure. 
Salt, which has the chemical name “so-
dium chloride,” and sodium in any form, 
can raise blood pressure. Monosodium 
glutamate, or MSG, which is often added 
to restaurant foods as a taste enhancer, 
is an example of sodium in a non-salty 
form. Sodium raises blood pressure be-
cause increased sodium in the blood 
must be diluted by drawing more wa-
ter into the blood. This increases the 
amount of fluid in the blood vessels, 
increasing the blood pressure. No oth-
er spices or flavorings have this effect. 

Evil Foods
and Other Myths 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Ten nutrition 
puzzles
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Get to Know Mental Health Resources
BY DR. AnDREA GOTTLIEB
Welcome to the very first mental Health 
Moment! In this monthly column, experts 
from Sheppard Pratt Health System will 
share advice, resources, and 
practices to help you build a 
healthy mind.

Americans spend thousands 
of hours at the gym each year 
to build healthy bodies, but most 
give much less attention to the 
care of their minds. Like your 
body, your mind and emotions 
need strengthening, rest, and 
renewal. Engaging in practices 
that intentionally foster mental health is 
every bit as important as going to the gym. 
Here are a few of these practices:

Many people are helped through tra-
ditional psychotherapy. If this term con-
jures up an image of someone lying on 
a couch, then your view of therapy likely 
stems from the movies and cartoons rather 
than real life! Psychotherapy is an umbrel-
la term for traditional talk-based mental 
health treatment with a psychotherapist, 
typically a psychologist, counselor, or clin-
ical social worker. 

many people also find comfort in group 
therapy, where they are surrounded with 
people dealing with the same issues that 
they are. Some group therapies are aimed 
at people learning new skills and others 

focus on building support and hope. And 
still other people embrace creative ther-
apies, such as art, dance, or horticulture 
therapy, as well as eastern practices, 

such as yoga and acupuncture.
A proactive strategy that 

you can learn to do on your own 
is mindfulness. Mindfulness 
is the practice of observing the 
present moment, as it is, with-
out judgment. While mindful-
ness is often associated with 
meditation, you do not have to 
meditate to be mindful. Self-
help books focused on apply-

ing mindfulness to your life can be a 
first step for someone not knowing where 
to start! Some of them help with building 
self-compassion and loving kindness and 
others focus on accepting symptoms of 
anxiety or depression.

And finally, while it seems like com-
mon sense, focusing your time and ener-
gy toward the things that are in line with 
your values can have a great impact on 
mental health. For example, someone 
who values community might think about 
spending time with a group of friends, 
attending a religious gathering, or even 
walking around a neighborhood park. 
Can you restructure your schedule to 
allow time for more values-driven activ-
ities? 

6037 Belair Road.  Baltimore, MD 21206
443-885-9799 · Facebook: @mixersbar

6037 Belair Road.  Baltimore, MD 21206
443-885-9799 · Facebook: @mixersbar

Friday September 20, 
9p.m. - 12a.m.

Shawnna's Chicken Box: 
A SILLY SHOW

Saturday September 28, 
10p.m. 

UNDERWEAR NIGHT
W/ DJ CAPTAIN JOE

Friday October 4,  10p.m. 
#KIKI: Dance Party 

and Drag Show
A SILLY SHOW

Saturday September 14 
8 PM – 12 AM

BEAR NIGHT AT MIXERS
Hosted by Bears of Maryland and Mixers Bar

Sunday, September 22
 A BENEFIT SHOW FOR 

JADA B

9:30 PM – 12:30 AM
W/ DJ JOE PIPKIN

Dr. Andrea
Gottlieb
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My partner Kevin and I had the oppor-
tunity to attend the Philadelphia Trans 
Wellness Conference (ptWC) this year. 
If you have never been, then 
you need to go! This is the larg-
est conference focused on the 
transgender community from 
multiple perspectives as di-
verse as the community itself: 
medical, legal, rights, gender 
identity, parenting, activism, and 
much more. There is something 
for everyone even if you do not 
identify as being transgender. 
We also took time to explore 
Reading Terminal Market as well as The 
Bike Stop. 

This month I want to take a moment 
and share some of the gold nuggets we 
took away from ptWC. the conference 
was a bit different than last year in that 
there seemed to be more medical work-
shops than surgical. Last year it seemed 
as though every workshop I went to was 
about phalloplasty! This year was more 
about hormone re-
placement therapy 
in regards to when 
to start it and how to 
monitor it. I still went 
to some of the surgi-
cal discussions, one 
of which was about 
the masculinization 
of the face – quite in-
teresting! I also got to 
see some friends from 
Chase-Brexton Health 
Services – Sam, Dr. 
Pine, and Deborah Dunn – and even 
went to the workshops of Dr. Pine and 
Deborah Dunn, very informative! 

nugget 1 – A transgender child 
thinks the same way as the gender they 
identify. Numerous studies have been 
done to confirm that trans boys think the 
same way as CIS boys and vice-versa 
for trans girls. This gives power to the 
decision to inhibit/block puberty and 
makes perfect sense from that perspec-
tive. The drugs are not new. Precocious 
puberty (early onset of puberty) is a very 
real condition with children as young as 
two years old. The medications are safe 
and have been around for a long time. 
Halting puberty allows the child can to 
then access HRT for their identified gen-
der at the proper time thus making the 
transition much easier than if started as 

Trans Wellness

Gap
 Charles Dudley

Mending
the

an adult. 
nugget 2 – I was chatting with a 

trans guy who was asking me about 
carpal tunnel syndrome that developed 
in both wrists after starting HRT. Light 
bulb lit! HRT is going to change the ten-
dons, ligaments, muscles and even bone 
density but it is not going to change the 
actual architecture of the bone. The car-
pal tunnel has a feminine configuration 
with masculine tendons and ligaments, a 
bit thicker than the feminine ones. Car-
pal tunnel is already a tight space and 
is now even tighter thus causing a case 
of carpal tunnel syndrome in both wrists. 

nugget 3 – Binding can cause back 
pain and breathing issues 
due to the altered mechanics 
of the rib cage. The binder 
will restrict normal rib ex-
pansion which can impact 
breathing during exercise as 
well as cause thoracic spine 
pain or even neck and low 
back pain. 

nugget 4 – Ohnut! One 
of the challenges with a ne-
ovagina is they tend to get 

narrow over time, a problem I was well 
aware of. Another aspect that I was less 
aware is the depth of the neovagina 
which means a larger partner may be 
penetrating too deep which can lessen 
the enjoyment for both and could cause 
harm. Ohnut is a series of stackable 
rings (like Legos) to be placed around 
the shaft and will limit the depth of pen-
etration. The per- son being 

penetrated 
can relax 
k n o w i n g 
the person 
doing the 
penetrat-
ing can’t 
go too far 
and the 
p e r s o n 
doing the 
penetrat-
ing feels 

as though they are having full penetra-
tion as they snugly fit around the shaft 
with a soft and supple material. 

nugget 5 – Trans women can devel-
op peyronies disease (abnormal curve to 
the penis) due to HRT. Most physicians 
are unaware that this is something a pel-
vic physical therapist such as myself, 
can treat.

Sometimes it is the simple things. 
What a pleasure to be able to walk into 
a bathroom and not have to worry if it 
is the right one, they are all the right 
one here! Gender-neutral restrooms are 
awesome!

I strongly encourage you to attend 
next year’s conference. I have been 
twice, and each time have learned 
something new. I also get to expand my 
collection of art from transgender artists! 
Like I said, there is a lot there! t

Nuggets 
from the 

annual 
Philly 

conference
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Skin Cancer Prevention
Q. My brother was just diagnosed with 
melanoma. What can I do to reduce my 
chances of getting it too?

A. First, I’m sorry to hear about your 
brother’s diagnosis; I wish him a 
swift recovery. I’m happy you are 
seeking information on preventive 
measures, for the risk of develop-
ing skin cancer can be exponen-
tially decreased by taking the right 
precautions.

Although skin cancers can be 
deadly, they are often complete-
ly curable when diagnosed early. 
Each year millions of people get 
skin cancer, and contrary to pop-
ular belief, anyone can get it. Risk 
factors that significantly increase 
your risk of getting melanoma include 
family history, light skin, having many 
moles, and sun exposure – which is the 
only preventable risk factor. As a special-
ist in the prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of skin cancers, I recommend the 
following measures to reduce your risk of 
melanoma.

protect from the sun – The sun’s 
ultraviolet (UV) radiation is the leading 
cause of skin cancer. Therefore, the best 
way to prevent skin cancer is to protect 
yourself from the sun. I recommend gen-
erous applications of broad-spectrum 
sunscreen with an Spf of 30-plus to 
exposed skin every day, even when it’s 
cloudy. Broad-spectrum 
sunscreen provides pro-
tection from UVA and 
UVB rays and should be 
reapplied every two hours 
(more frequently if you are 
swimming or sweating). At 
least one ounce (two table-
spoons or the volume of a 
shot glass or golf ball) of 
sunscreen should be ap-
plied at least 30 minutes 
before going outside. Wear 
sun-protective cloth-
ing: long sleeves, pants, 
broad-brimmed hats, and 
uV-blocking sunglasses 
to protect your eyes. Seek 
shade as much as possible 
when outdoors, especially 
between 10 am and 2 pm.

Avoid tanning beds – Ultraviolet rays 
from tanning beds are actually more dam-
aging to your skin than sun rays and can 
exponentially increase your risk of de-
veloping skin cancer. If you want to look 
tan, use a quality self-tanning product. 
Self-tanning products have come a long 
way in recent years and can mimic a very 
natural looking, sun-kissed glow. 

Get an annual skin exam with a der-
matology professional – Detecting skin 
cancer in its earlier stages greatly increas-
es the likelihood of survival. Most skin 
cancers are visible but can be difficult to 
identify by the untrained eye. Therefore, 

annual skin exams with a dermatology 
professional are crucial. A full-body skin 
exam is a thorough evaluation of the 
skin – from head to toe, in spots that 
are difficult to examine on your own – to 

detect suspicious marks or 
moles before they become 
dangerous to your health.

Engage in regular 
self-exams – We also rec-
ommend you check your 
own skin at least once a 
quarter for new or changed 
marks, moles, or lesions. 
Contact your dermatologist 
immediately if you notice 
new or suspicious spots on 
your skin or if any existing 

spots appear to have changed signifi-
cantly in shape, size, color, or texture.

Consider mole-mapping – 
Mole-mapping is a valuable tool in the 
fight against skin cancer. It provides 
baseline imagery used to identify chang-
es in previously existing moles and de-
tect new ones. Mole-mapping enables 
you and your dermatologist to follow 
your moles and lesions more closely to 
detect early changes. Mole-mapping is 
highly recommended for patients who 
have a personal or family history of mel-
anoma, have more than 30 moles, have 
unusual-looking moles, or have a histo-
ry of previously removed pre-cancerous 

moles. t
dr. ciro martins is 

a recognized leader in 
medical dermatology, in-
fectious diseases of the 
skin, autoimmune skin 
disorders, topical derma-
tology, and overall skin 
wellness. as a specialist 
in the prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment of 
skin cancers, dr. martins 
has treated thousands 
of patients with compas-
sionate, personalized 
care. Board-certified 
by the american Board 
of dermatology and 
the Brazilian Society of 
dermatology, dr. mar-

tins trained at both the university of Sao 
Paulo and the Johns Hopkins schools of 
medicine. learn more about dr. martins 
and Belcara Health at Belcarahealth.
com or call 410-296-0414.

A 
discussion 

with Dr. Ciro 
Martins 

of Belcara 
Health

Dr. Ciro 
Martins

not a 
nugget, 
but an 
Ohnut

baltimoreoutloud.com
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Bonus tip: yoga is a great stress-re-
ducing hobby to pick up! Not only do you re-
duce stress when practicing yoga, but you 
also work on strengthening your core and 
increasing your flexibility.

Hobbies help you uncover new tal-
ents. The older we get, the more likely we 
are to fall into our routines. And that’s not 
such a bad thing – but it does often pre-
vent us from discovering new talents that 
we might possess. Jim Carrey and former 
president George W. bush, for instance, are 
both known for their careers as an actor and 
politician, respectively, but each has taken 
up painting in their later years. And they’re 
actually really good at it. What might you 
discover about yourself?

Hobbies lead to the achievement 
of goals. Maybe you’re an accountant by 
day, but you’ve always dreamed of writing 
the next great American novel. Well, hob-
bies aren’t just for fun or stress relief. In 
fact, structuring the time you dedicate to 
your hobbies can actually help you reach 
those bigger dreams you’ve always had for 
yourself. No, you won’t write the next great 
American novel tomorrow. But 30 minutes 
a day will help you start chipping away at it.

And hey, if fitness just so happens to be 
the new hobby you’re looking at, don’t let us 
get in your way. In fact, let us help you on 
your way! And start with a free guest pass to 
a Youfit Health Clubs nearest you. Visit us 
online at Youfit.com to learn more. t

If you’ve ever been told – or told someone 
else – that they need to get a hobby, well, 
turns out it may have actually been very 
good advice.

Fitness is a big part of many people’s 
lives, and it’s a tremendous, life-extending 
hobby, but we recognize it’s not everything 
in life. But when we’re not working class or 
spending time with family, there’s more to 
be enjoyed. Get yourself a hobby. Here’s 
why.

Hobbies relieve stress. Stress comes 
from everywhere. Work, family, financial 
pressures, and so on. but fishing? Learning 
woodworking? Ah … stress relief! Hobbies 
demand some attention from us, and in do-
ing so, a funny thing happens – the other 
stuff starts to melt away. Even 30 minutes 
of “you” time on a new hobby can clear your 
mind and help you breathe easier.

Taking Up a New 
Fitness Hobby

Here
YouFit

click of a button, anytime, anywhere? As a 
result, men today are becoming sexually 
saturated so that any form of “normal” sex 
no longer excites or stimulates them, and 
their never-ending search for something 
new and more provocative just becomes 
more and more futile.

Once a guy falls into a regular habit of 
viewing increasingly novel or extreme acts 
in porn, the sight of a sexy body or heated 
foreplay may no longer be enough to give 
him an erection during a real-life encoun-
ter. In addition, frequent masturbation may 
leave his penis too exhausted to do its job 
during intercourse with a partner. This fail-
ure to perform can set off a vicious cycle, 
in which the shame of a noncooperative 
erection will make a guy shy about engag-
ing in real-world relationships and drive 

him to rely even more on porn 
for sexual release, which only 
makes the problem worse.

So how can guys deal 
with a bad porn habit? First, I 
would prescribe a dose of re-
ality: do your best to cut back 

on the pornography and spend more time 
exploring and enjoying real-world sex. 
Second, keep in mind that your partner 
may not be comfortable performing cer-
tain acts and routines portrayed in X-rated 
materials. Consideration is key – respect 
your partner’s desires, and he will respect 
yours. Third, persistent sexual obsession 
often stems from deep-rooted psycholog-
ical problems, so men who have a partic-
ularly hard time kicking the habit should 
consider consulting a qualified psycho-
therapist.

The good news is that true sexual 
obsession or compulsion is still not that 
common, even in the age of internet por-
nography. If you’re concerned that you’re 
spending more time with sexy virtual imag-

es than with a flesh-and-
blood lover, there’s no 
need to panic. Chances 
are you’re simply stuck 
in a rut – start with log-
ging out for a while and 
spending quality time 
with a current partner or 
rediscovering the thrill 
of making a new con-
nection. As I always tell 
my urology patients, 
the best way to opti-
mize your sex life is to 
have sex as often as 
you physically, men-
tally, and emotionally 
are able – and love is 
the greatest aphrodi-
siac of all. t

dudley Seth 
danoff, md, FacS, is 
president and found-

er of the cedars-Sinai medical center 
Tower urology Group in los angeles, a 
diplomate of the american Board of urol-
ogy, a Fellow of the american college 
of Surgeons, and author of The UlTimaTe 
GUide To male SexUal healTh.

BY DuDLEY SETH DAnOff, MD
Gone are the days when guys had to car-
ry X-rated magazines and videos out of 
stores in discreet brown paper bags – now 
gay porn is available 24/7 from a seeming-
ly infinite variety of online sources. As the 
infamous Rule 34 of the internet states, if 
it exists, there is porn of it. But many men 
are discovering that there is a downside to 
this X-rated smorgasbord. With pornogra-
phy so widely available, both gay and het-
erosexual men have become 
prone to so-called sexual ad-
diction.

From a medical stand-
point, a true addiction to sex 
is impossible. The criterion for 
addiction is based on wheth-
er you experience physical symptoms of 
withdrawal after being cut off from your 

drug of choice. Being 
deprived of sex certainly 
does not feel good, but 
that does not make you 
a sex addict any more 
than suffering over a lack 
of food makes you a food 
addict or feeling restless 
because you have not 
worked out makes you 
an exercise junkie. Like 
food and exercise, sex is 

nonaddictive. Men can, however, become 
compulsive about or obsessed with sex. In 
extreme cases, this can negatively impact 
other aspects of their lives.

But why does 
internet porn 
seem to create 
more problems 
with sexual obses-
sion than real-life 
sex does? One 
factor is that X-rat-
ed material online 
portrays a wider 
variety of sexual 
acts and kinks than 
most men could 
reasonably expe-
rience in a lifetime 
of real-world sexual 
encounters – and 
to complicate the 
matter, many of the 
sexual acts in online 
porn are depicted 
unrealistically. Anoth-
er factor that makes 
internet pornography 
especially “addictive” is its sheer ubiquity 
– why go out to a bar or club and hope that 
you actually succeed in picking up a cute 
guy when you can access a veritable sta-
ble of hot, underdressed men with just the 

 Gay Love in 
the Time of 

Internet Porn

The lure of the
unreal

Dr. Dudley Seth 
Danoff
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Spiritual Directory
Baltimore Ethical Society
2521 Saint Paul St. Baltimore, MD 21218 
ask@bmorethical.org 
baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354.  boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue  
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542.  browndowntown.org 

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road
Baltimore MD 21209
443-992-7485.  chevreitzedek.org

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402.  beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130.  emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street.  
Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545.  firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330.  firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188.  govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555.  ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

ALL  ARE  WELCOME
MASS SChEDULE

•Saturday 5:30 p.m 
•Sunday 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m

•Reconciliation is available 
Saturdays at 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

St. Bernadette Parish 
801 Stevenson Road 

Severn, Maryland 21144-2299 
410-969-2783

Contact
Deacon Fred Passauer 
Parish Administrator

410-969-2783

 

 

3101 Falstaff Road 

Baltimore, MD 21209 

We are a lay-led, egalitarian and welcom-
ing community. We focus on Jewish learn-
ing, volunteerism and creativity.  Our Con-
servative congregation believes in tradi-
tion, openness and innovation to meet the 
needs of our members, our movement, our 
community and our world. 

We offer Shabbat and holiday services, di-
verse adult learning and tikkun olam op-
portunities.  High Holy Day seats are 
available at no charge to young adults 18-
26. 

 
443 992 7485 
www.chevreitzedek.org 
 

Rabbi Rory Katz 

High Holy 
Day Tickets 

Available 

Gather. Pray. Act.

For a complete list of services, times, ticket prices, and to order tickets,  
visit boltonstreet.org/worship/high-holy-days-2019  

or contact Justine Abel,  jabel@boltonstreet.org or 410.235.5354.

Bolton Street Synagogue is a Jewish home for the diverse Baltimore  
community engaging in spirituality, friendship, learning, and social justice.

These 4 services are free and open to all.  First day of Rosh Hashanah,  
Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur require the purchase of advance tickets.

SEPTEMBER 29
4:30 PM Erev Rosh Hashanah Service and Picnic in the Meadow

SEPTEMBER 30
2:30 PM Rosh Hashanah Family Service

OCTOBER 1 
9:00 AM  Rosh Hashanah Day Two

OCTOBER 9  
        2:30 PM Yom Kippur Family Service

For information about our religious school and free tot shabbats,  
contact Jillian Manko, jmanko@boltonstreet.org
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between wildly divergent sets of friends 
– outrageously wealthy “WASpS,” mili-
tant black activists, and passionate the-
atre people – Jackie is forced to confront 
the space between white and black cul-
ture to find her place in the world.

Berta, Berta, running from March 
17th to April 26th reaves an intimate, 
yet epic love story inspired by the pris-
on work song, “Berta, Berta.” The setting 
is Mississippi, 1920. Leroy returns to 
the doorstep of his long-lost lover, Ber-
ta, covered in blood after committing a 
shocking crime. With his freedom in the 
balance, the clock is ticking for him to 
make amends. As their quarrelsome be-
ginning transforms into an impassioned 
consummation of their love, can the in-
evitability of his fate be averted? 

Running from March 31st to May 
3rd, Molly Smith Metzler’s cry it out is 
a no-holds-barred comedy that holds a 
microscope and a megaphone to the 
joys and perils facing new parents to-
day, whether you’re ivy-educated or in 
night-school. 

Directed by the brilliant Noah 
Himmelstein, Clifford Odets’s awake 
and Sing! beautifully captures the 
ambitions and heartaches of a 
Jewish immigrant family which 
must weigh the costs of holding 
onto an enduring belief in the 
American dream. In a crowded 
Bronx apartment, three gen-
erations of the working-class 
Berger family struggle against 
the odds during the Great De-
pression to make ends meet while 
keeping their dreams for tomorrow 
alive. Almost a century after it was writ-
ten, it remains profoundly relevant. t

For more info, visit everymantheatre.
org.

BY fRAnKIE KuJAWA
Baltimore Center Stage’s upcoming 
2019/2020 season offers audiences a 
fabulous journey through storytelling and 
the imagination. “Though this marks the 
57th season for Baltimore Center Stage, 
it’s the first for me,” began 
Aritistic Director Steph-
anie Ybarra. “Curating 
this season meant lean-
ing unapologetically into 
imaginative storytelling 
jam-packed with joy. And 
by centering the voices 
of artists whose identities 
are normally diminished and erased, I 
think the 2019-2020 season at Baltimore 
Center Stage puts this art form one step 

Delving into 
the Heart of 
Storytelling

tale of successful real estate developer 
Harmond Wilks who is on a mission to 
become Pittsburgh’s first black mayor by 
doing whatever it takes to transform his 
childhood neighborhood from blighted 
to bustling. But when he learns the truth 
about his family’s legacy, he is forced 
to decide whether he will finish what he 
started or fight to preserve his communi-
ty’s history.

Agatha Christie’s murder on the 
orient express arrives in 
Baltimore just in time for 
the holiday season. Run-
ning from December 3rd 
to January 5th, audiences 
will board the exotic Orient 
Express as it takes off into 
the opulence and grandeur 
of the 1930s, with a train 
full of suspects and an alibi 

for each one. This dazzling new adap-
tation of Agatha Christie’s masterpiece 
from comedic master Ken Ludwig is 
filled with twists, turns, and larger-than-
life characters. 

Deborah Zoe Laufer’s 
Be Here Now will run 
from January 21st to 
February 16th is a co-
medic look at what we’re 
willing to do for love and 
happiness and to create 
meaning in our lives. 
Bari doesn’t see the 
point in dating and just 
got fired from teaching 
nihilism in New York. 
Now back in her ru-
ral hometown, her 
despair has reached 
new levels – and so 
have her recurring 
headaches. Some-
how, they are giving 
her bizarre, almost 
religious experienc-
es that are making 
her feel … happy 
… ecstatic … and 
in love? They’re 
also killing her. 
Now, Bari must 
decide whether 
it’s better to live a 
short, joyful life, 
or risk a lifetime 

of depression. 
Queens Girl: Black in the Green 

mountains, is a world premiere produc-
tion commissioned by Everyman The-
atre, and the third and final installment of 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings’s award-win-
ning “Queens Girl” series. Running from 
March 3rd to April 12th, this performance 
reunites resident company members 
Paige Hernandez as director and Dawn 
Ursula as the indomitable Jacqueline 
marie butler. As the Vietnam War rages 
and the Kent State killings ignite college 
campuses across the country, Jackie ar-
rives in Vermont to begin college. Caught 

BY fRAnKIE KuJAWA
Everyman Theatre’s upcoming 2019-
2020 season will offer audiences the 
best that Baltimore theatre has to offer! 
Along with celebrating a brand-new up-
stairs stage, Everyman Theatre con-
tinues to provide stories that 
nourish both the human soul 
and spirit. “This season is one 
of the most exciting in Every-
man history,” said Founding Ar-
tistic Director Vincent M. Lanci-
si. “We’ve expanded our lineup 
and are bringing a new festival 
with cutting edge work by some 
of today’s hottest playwrights. 
The new works combined with American 
classics and fan favorites ensure we’re 
bringing something everyone loves the 
stage.”

Running from September 3rd to Oc-
tober 6th, David Au-

burn’s Proof 
i s the story of Catherine, who has in-
herited her late father’s house, hundreds 
of his notebooks, and his mathematical 
genius. Terrified she has also inherited 
his psychosis, she allows one of his de-
vout students to comb through the writ-
ings. When he discovers a revolutionary 
proof in one of the notebooks, Catherine 
must face new questions from her past 
and risk, for the first time, revealing who 
she truly is to the world and herself. Au-
gust Wilson’s radio Golf, running from 
October 15th to November 17th is the 

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

Center 
Stage’s 

2019-2020 
season

closer to fulfilling its ultimate potential.”
Everyone has baggage in miss you 

like Hell, running September 12th to Oc-
tober 13th. This timely mother-daughter 
musical is about escaping and belong-
ing. Audiences will join Olivia and her 
mother on their cross-country road trip. 
Mothers may teach you where you come 
from, but they can be the trickiest things. 

Running from October 10th to No-
vember 10th, Thoughts of a colored 
man showcases one theme with seven 
variations. The world-premiere play from 
Keenan Scott II, blends language, music, 
and dance to showcase the vibrant inner 
life of one who is black, proud, and thriv-
ing in the 21st Century. Set over a 
single day, this richly the-
atr ical 

m o -
saic goes beyond the 
rhythms of the basketball court and the 
boisterousness of the barbershop to 
shed brilliant light into the hearts and 
minds of a community of men searching 
for their most triumphant selves.

men on Boats, running from Novem-
ber 29th to December 22nd, is the rollick-
ing adventure which tells the hilarious, 
true(ish) history of the Grand Canyon. 
The performance is a subversive retell-

ing of one-armed explorer John 
Powell and his exploration of the 
American West. 

Running from February 6th to 
March 1st, richard & Jane & dick 
& Sally delves into the classic 
world of “Dick and Jane,” which 
is beginning to fracture. Audienc-
es will enjoy this witty and raw 
look into one dysfunctional and 

dissembling family.
Running from April 2nd to April 26th, 

Where We Stand is a brand-new fable 

Baltimore 

OUTloud Fall 

2019 Theatre 

Special!

Nourishing Soul 
& Spirit

Everyman 
Theatre’s 

2019-2020 
Season
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for them from being gigantic drag suc-
cess to going back to their theatre roots, 
as they’re both professionally trained. 
I’ve seen “Drag Race,” but I’m not a big 
TV watcher so I haven’t seen it religious-
ly. I have colleagues who led me to them. 
One colleague said, “You should see 
Jinkx’s show. She’s a genius and you’ll 
like how her show is structured.” Jinkx 
can sing and is funny. I was similarly led 
to Ginger in a different circumstance and 
saw she’s very bright, as well. They are 
very different stylistically.

You are highly regarded for your 
re-imagining of classic musicals. 
What went into your creative process 
for Xanadu?

Oftentimes, when I’m asked about 
rethinking a musical, my tactic is I try to 
examine it from the context in which it 
was written. I try to figure out why it’s rel-
evant now. Xanadu is a feel-good piece, 
and I think at this moment we need to 
laugh and be charmed. We need to hear-
ken back to music that is nostalgic for us. 
Even the roller-skates – that is nostalgic 
for us! When I saw the book for Xanadu, 
I thought they were very smart about the 

satire. When I went back and read this 
version, I was very heartened by it – not 
only is it clearly funny in every way but 
it’s beautifully heartfelt. There’s a love 
story at the heart of it. There is a great 
deal about the temporarality of humans 
existence, why art is so important, and 
how the art we make carries on after we 
perish as humans. I think that mortality 
and art are common themes in this per-
formance. I think at this moment, wheth-
er we are looking at our national or gen-
der identities, this is a beautiful show, 
which surprises everyone with an honest 
examination of our need to express. t

has the opportunity to become a place 
where civic convening, fellowship, con-
versation and organizing live alongside 
stories that represent every corner of the 
human experience.” t

For more info visit centerstage.org.

BY fRAnKIE KuJAWA
Xanadu, the hilarious roller-skating mu-
sical adventure, returns in a national 
tour this September to Baltimore’s Hip-
podrome Theatre with some fierce new 
twists! 

The story follows the beau-
tiful Greek muse Kira, as she 
journeys from the heavens of 
Mount Olympus to Venice Beach, 
circa 1980, on a quest to inspire 
scrappy artist-on-the-rise Sonny 
to achieve the greatest artistic 
creation of all time – the first roll-
er disco! But when Kira stumbles 
into forbidden love with Sonny, 
a mere mortal, her salty sisters 
(“RuPaul’s Drag Race” stars Gin-
ger Minj and Jinkx Monsoon) take 
matters into their own hands. Bal-
timore ouTloud recently chatted 
with Xanadu director Alan Souza 
on the upcoming Sunday, Sep-
tember 29th performance.

frankie Kujawa: What can 
audiences expect from this up-
coming performance of Xana-
du?

Alan Souza: People are inter-
ested in Xanadu for different rea-
sons. Many are fans of the film, 
which was not a blockbuster in its 
time, but is more a cult film like 
The rocky Horror Picture Show. 
There are fans of the musical, 
which is over ten years old. This version 
is a new, reduced version that the author 
reduced himself. I think it will be fun for 
people who’ve seen the musical to see 
it now in a new way. Also, the inclusion 
of Ginger (Minj) and Jinkx (Monsoon) will 
definitely delight audiences. 

Could you describe what’s it like 
having “Rupaul Drag Race” stars Gin-
ger Minj and Jinkx Monsoon as part of 
your cast?

They are exactly the right people for 
this show! I floated the idea of includ-
ing them in this production. I spoke with 
them directly about this being a bridge 

of penance filled with humor, heart, and 
music. When a town is running low on 

compassion and a man is stripped 
of companionship, just one kind 

stranger can tip the scales. Audi-
ences listen as one passionate 

storyteller spins a supernatural 
tale of loneliness seduced by 

kindness and asks us “What 
do we owe each other?” 

The season comes to 
a close with Bakkhai, 
running from April 
30th to May 24th. Life 
is a party – until heads 
start to roll. This is not 
your English teacher’s 

Greek tragedy. Diony-
sus is totally over the 

drama and he’s going to 
incite the women of the 
land to raise some hell in 
the greatest party in re-

corded history. Closing the 
season with a political excla-

mation point from the birth-
place of Democracy, Bakkhai 

hits the Mainstage at the same 
moment our nation surges into its 

primary elections.
Ybarra concluded, “the baltimore 

theatre scene is so dynamic, and in-
creasingly I think Baltimore Center Stage 

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

Baltimore 

OUTloud Fall 

2019 Theatre 

Special!

tHe ArtWOrK tHAt represents each of baltimore Center Stage’s plays this 
season is more than just the typical show poster. Each is a commissioned work of 
art by Baltimore-based, award-winning collage artist Mirlande Jean-Gilles. Draw-
ing on inspiration from the scripts, Jean-Gilles used her signature style to create 
these original pieces. The collaboration between theatre and artist is a celebra-
tion of how artists can inspire each other, creating new forms and expressions 
that speak to all. t

Xanadu Skates 
into Baltimore 
this September 
with ‘Drag Race’ 
Alumni

Center Stage: 
The Art of the 
Poster

Xanadu 
director 
Alan 
Souza
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But once things get going, she’s also the 
one to kick things into gear when every-
one else starts to fall apart. Nicky Gua-
dagni is hilariously over-the-top as Aunt 
Helene and Melanie Scrofano gets a lot 

of laughs for her 
bumbling coke head 
sister who wants 
to show her family 
she can do this ... 
but she can’t. All 
around, it’s a great 
cast having a great 
time.

The film is di-
rected with steady 
hands by Matt Bet-
tinelli-Olpin and Ty-
ler Gillett, who have 
directed several 
shorts together as 
well as a segment 
in the original VHS 

anthology. Individually, Bettinelli-Olpin’s 
other feature is 2014’s devil’s due while 
Gillett has a segment in Southbound un-
der his belt (Bettinelli-Olpin also directed 
a segment in that anthology). With only 
one feature between them prior to this, 
I’d have to say they did a stellar job here, 
keeping the movie running smoothly, 
never letting it flag, always mixing the 
laughs and horror with the hand of an 
expert. Of course none of that would 
have been possible without the excel-
lent screenplay by Guy Busick and Ryan 
Murphy (no, not that Ryan Murphy) – 
their first feature. And the production de-
sign is sumptuous (we’re still wondering 
if they constructed a set or found a real 
mansion somewhere).

ready or Not is the kind of movie 
that’s best seen knowing as little about 
it as possible beyond the basic story so 
you can enjoy the thrill ride to the end. 
Our screening audience seemed to have 
a great time, so I would definitely put this 
on your “must see” list. t

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

Not Bored Games
his mother Becky actually approves of 
his choice of a bride because brother 
Daniel’s wife is nothing but a gold-digger 
who obviously only married into the fam-
ily for its fortune. Sister Emilie’s husband 
isn’t much better, but there’s something 
different about Grace, something pure 

and innocent.
After the wedding, Grace 

is then told that at midnight 
they must play a game, a sort 
of tradition with all newcom-
ers into the family. Not the 
way she planned to spend 

her wedding night, but okay. Father 
Tony relates the tale of how the fami-
ly’s fortune came courtesy of Mr. Bail 
and this tradition is carried out to wel-
come the newcomer. All Grace has to do 
is draw a card from a mysterious box. 
The card is blank when Tony inserts it 
with the suggestion that Mr. Bail is the 
one who chooses the game. It could be 
chess, it could be Old Maid. It could be 
anything, and when Grace draws the 
card, it’s Hide and Seek. Everyone’s fac-
es go ashen as it’s the one game no one 
wants to play. Why? because Grace has 
to hide ... and then the family members 

BY CHuCK DunCAn
Universal Pictures pulled its thriller The 
Hunt from release due to recent tragic 
events, so it’s a bit surprising that Fox 
Searchlight is moving ahead with its re-
lease of the thriller ready or Not. I sup-
pose that since the action is confined to 
one location and a single 
family, it’s not going to be 
as upsetting as The Hunt 
(which is basically just a 
remake of the 1930s thrill-
er The most dangerous 
Game).

ready or Not has a very simple, 
yet effective, premise. A young couple, 
Grace (Samara Weaving) and Alex (mark 
O’Brien), are getting married. Alex is part 
of the Le Domas board game dynasty (or 
dominion as the family likes to call it), a 
company built into a huge success after 
great-grandfather Le Domas made a deal 
with a gentleman named Mr. Bail. In the 
family game room, many of the games 
feature the name Mr. Bail and the fami-
ly always talks about how they owe their 
good fortune to him. But Alex is prepared 
to give Grace an out before the wedding, 
which she politely refuses. And for once, 

now, 
where did 

I put my 
hatchet?

Ready or Not 
... for a bloody 
black comedy

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

are armed with various bizarre and 
antique weapons to incapacitate her. 
She needs to be alive for the ritual, and 
if said ritual isn’t conducted before dawn, 
the entire Le Domas family will die. Or is 
that just a silly myth? They’re not sure 
because they’ve only had to play Hide & 
Seek once before and Aunt Helene’s new 
husband was sac-
rificed. Now Grace 
has to evade the 
family – and Alex is 
handcuffed to a bed 
because he’s obvi-
ously in love with 
her and does not 
want to play – and 
try to survive the 
night by any means 
possible.

I really did not 
know what to expect 
from ready or Not. 
I know I did not ex-
pect it to be a black 
comedy. Yes, there 
are thrills and blood and gore – and a 
running gag involving young nannies 
who look like they stepped out of Robert 
Palmer’s “Addicted to Love” video – but 
it’s also very funny and scary, sort of like 
if clue was mashed up with Scream and 
Scary movie. The dialogue is sharp and 
the performances are on point.

Samara Weaving carries the movie 
firmly on her shoulders as she’s pur-
sued through the mansion and across 
the grounds, giving as good as she gets 
even while sustaining some gruesome 
injuries. Adam Brody as the maybe/
maybe not sympathetic brother is also 
very good because we never really know 
where Daniel stands. He doesn’t seem to 
want to play the game, but at the same 
time he’s always playing along. It’s a 
great performance that really keeps us 
guessing. Andie MacDowell is also very 
good at playing both sides. Becky com-
pares Grace to herself and when the 
card is drawn, you can see the pain on 
her face as she knows what is to come. 

SEPTEMBER 13 - NOVEMBER 3 

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Featuring the greatest hits of Whitney HoustonFeaturing the greatest hits of Whitney Houston

“Samara Weaving 
carries the movie 

firmly on her 
shoulders as she’s 

pursued through the 
mansion and across 

the grounds, giving as 
good as she gets even 
while sustaining some 

gruesome injuries.”
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Charming trope. Strong, stoic, hand-
some, chivalrous, all these things that 
are all just surface level. What’s going 
on underneath of him? Why does he act 
like this in public? What’s his real deal? 
I found it interesting to then make him 
very sensitive and intellectual. A “com-
plex dude” that is using the expectation 
of chivalry and perfection as a mask. 
Alex is, selfishly, very much like me. Alex 
has my same moon and rising sign. I’m 
originally from Louisiana and grew up 

around a lot of 
people from Tex-
as, where the 
character of Alex 
is from. He’s in-
spired by a lot of 
Texas guys I’ve 
known in my life. 
I loved the idea 
of this rebellious 
First Kid trope. 

In your opin-
ion, given to-
day’s political 
climate why is 
it so important 
to tell stories 
like this for the 
LGBTQ commu-
nity?

It would be re-
ally nice to pretend 
that everything is 
fine. That I’m just 
writing stories be-

cause they are fun and come 
from my heart, and all of that. But 
the truth is, you know, we have a 
vice president who would love for 

me to be electrocuted until I said I was 
straight, you know? I think the reason that 
rom-coms are having a big resurgence 
right now because we’re all really sad all 
the time. I saw this tweet this morning that 
said that it’s crazy how every morning we 
wake up to this deluge of world-ending 
terrible things and then we have to put on 
pants and go to work. It’s really important 
for us to have some escapism, but more 
than that, for the escapism to look like 
you and the people that you love. It’s not 
enough for us to have rom-coms where 
the story and everyone in it looks like the 
people that’s at the top of the power chain, 
oppressing everyone else. That’s not es-
capism anymore, it’s reinforcing a status 
quo that makes your life suck. That’s why 
diversity in rom-coms is such a huge thing 
right now. It’s really what we need in our 
hearts right now. t

Update: in spirited bidding, amazon 
Studios recently won an auction for the 
rights to mcQuiston’s novel. Writer Ted 
malawer is set to adapt and Berlanti Pro-
ductions will produce. amazon prevailed 
over bidders that includes Village road-
show, Paramount, and Warner Brothers. 
Follow casey mcQuiston on instagram 
at casey.mcquiston and on Twitter at @
casey_mcquiston

A Royal Gay Rom-Com
B a l t i m o r e 

ouTloud recently 
had the pleasure 
of chatting with 
McQuiston about 
the inspiration be-

hind her gay romantic com-
edy (“rom-com”) and the 
importance for sharing these 
stories with readers.

frankie Kujawa: What 
inspired you to write this 
book?

Casey McQuistion: It was 
early April 2016 when I came 
up with the idea for this story. 
At the time, a new season of 
“Veep” had just come out and 
I was reading The royal We 
(by Heather Cocks and Jessi-
ca Morgan), as well as a really 
dry Hillary Clinton biography. All 
of the media I consumed that 
month happened to be in these 
really high-profile and super 
closed-door worlds where we see 

everything these people do and nothing 
they do. I was fascinated about the idea 
of doing a rom-com within those worlds 
and I couldn’t pick which one I want-

BY fRAnKIE KuJAWA
Beloved writer James Baldwin once said, 
“Everybody’s journey is individual. If you 
fall in love with a boy, you fall in love 
with a boy. The fact that many Ameri-
cans consider it a dis- ease 
says more about them 
than it does about ho-
mosexuality.” Writer 
Casey McQuiston’s 
debut novel red, 
White, and royal 
Blue is a fabulous 
blend of American 
politics and the Brit-
ish royals, peppered 
with just the right 
amount of scan-
dal while exploring 
the taboo relation-
ship between the 
progenies of two 
world powers. The 
New york Times 
bestseller follows 
Texan-native Alex, a fictionalized First 
Son, who finds himself in a fight with Hen-
ry, the prince of England, and is forced to 
befriend him for PR reasons, developing 
romantic feelings for him along the way. 

The lighter 
side of elite 
sex scandal 

LIVELY ARTS // betWeeN tHe COVerS

ed to do. Suddenly I was driving one 
day and thought, ‘Wait! I could do them 
both if I do it this way.’ On a more me-
ta-level, I’ve been a huge rom-com fan 
my whole life. (laughs) I’ve also been a 
huge queer my whole life. Even before I 
knew what was going on with me, I was 
always like, ‘Hmmm, 
there’s something 
that I don’t see re-
flected about myself 
in these movies that I 
love.’ They’re escap-
ist and they’re fun 
and wonderful, but 
there was something 
else I always felt like 
could be brought to 
it. Now, my mission 
statement as an au-
thor and what I want 
to do and keep do-
ing with my work 
is these big, fairy-
tale, fun, upbeat 
romantic comedies 
that center around 
queer people. I 
want to give these 
stories the same 
kind of rom-com 
treatment as any 
other type of love 
story.

Your book captures the es-
sence of an gay relationship 
without super-sexualizing it.

It was definitely a conversation I had 
with myself. I look at other contemporary 
romance and rom-com novels out there 
and most of them have sex on the page. 
On one hand, I didn’t want this book to 
be hyper-sexual because I think a lot of 
depictions of queer people, especial-
ly queer men, are really hyper-sexual 
in the media. I felt there’s a lot more to 
these relationships other than that. But, 
then at the same time, I thought that if 
I didn’t have it on the page, it was say-
ing it’s less fit to print than any kind of 
straight romance novel would be. And I 
didn’t want to do that, either. So, I was 
striking this balance of having it there 
and not being gratuitous about it. I don’t 
think there’s any love scene in the book 
that’s just there to be smut. Every one of 
those scenes drives both the book and 
Alex and Henry’s relationship forward. I 
wanted to write this book in a way that 
felt very passionate and real. Something 
that really got into the physical and emo-
tional connection of Alex and Henry.

Who or what was your inspiration 
for Alex and Henry?

Alex and Henry really weren’t based 
on anyone in particular. They were drawn 
from tropes. Henry, to me, I viewed him 
as a subversion of the classic Prince 

Casey 
McQuiston 
credit: Raegan 
Labat

New employmeNt opportuNity! 
New outdoor resort opening this summer located north of

Romney, Hampshire Co. West Virginia.  
We need the following positions filled within the next four
to six weeks. Many of these positions will be year round! 

Restaurant: Bakers, Bartenders, Bar-backs, 
Bus & cleaning staff, Dish/Pot washers, 

Food prep & Line cooks,  
Floor managers, Host & Wait staff.  

outside Help: Activities attendant, Groundskeepers, 
Horse tenders, Facility maintenance staff. 

Please complete the job application at the following link 
and we will get back to you!

https://rainbowcountryresorts.com/job-application
Come grow with us!!!
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things can change, but still say the same. I 
went back to the original source. In a way, 
I did it as an homage to Barbra and Gaga, 
too. But it would have never even mattered 
if Judy hadn’t done it.

I’m glad that you included “I Wanna 
Be Around” on the album, a song made 
popular by Eydie Gorme, whom I think is 
one of the most underrated artists. What 
drew you to that song?

I’ve always been a huge fan of hers. I 
remember when I was little and I saw her 
on The carol Burnett Show a lot. Again, I 
went, “I can do that. I understand “I Wan-
na Be Around.” There’s a part of me, and 
a part of all of us as humans, that says, “I 
don’t wish you ill, but I kind of want to be 
around when you get hurt like you hurt me. 
‘Sit there applauding from a front row seat / 
When somebody breaks your heart like you 
broke mine.’” It also gave me a chance to 
do a big sultry number, like “The Man That 
Got Away,” too. Another lane that I like to 
live in. And I wanted to honor her, too. I love 
her and I’m sad that I never met her. Doris 
Day is another one of those. When I think 
about “When I Fall in Love” sung by Doris 
Day or Natalie Cole singing it with her dad, 
there are many reasons to sing that song.

On For the Girls, female singer/song-
writers are represented by Carole King 
and Dolly parton. If there was a For the 
Girls 2, do you think you’d ever consider 
covering more tunes by female singer/
songwriters, such as Brandi Carlile and 
Patty Griffin for example?

Yes! I would love to cover them. bran-
di happens to be on the top of my list right 
now. I’m also enjoying Maren Morris a lot. 
I love these girls that are writing and do-
ing their own thing. Chely Wright is another 
singer/songwriter that I very much admire, 
that I feel has been, like Eydie Gorme, hit 
it big at one time, but man would I love to 
honor her. I would love to honor Sandi Pat-
ty, a Christian artist that everybody knows I 
love. She had a major impact on my singing 
life. Of course, there’s (also) Julie Andrews. 
I would love to do a For the Girls 2. I’m al-
ready thinking that way because there were 
so many songs that I didn’t get to do. I even 
want to do a Jennifer Lopez song. I really 
want to go there. I know when Ari and I sang 
“You Don’t Own me,” of course everybody 
knows the version by Dusty (Springfield), 
whom I love very much. But I went back to 
the original source who was Lesley Gore. 
Ari does Ari and I do my homage to Lesley. 
On “I’m a Woman,” I’m doing an homage to 
peggy Lee. I’m trying to find that line where 
I’m putting my stamp on it, but also paying 
homage to the women who did it originally.

Kind of like you and Dolly on “I Will 
Always Love You.”

Yes! When it first starts, you think, “Is 
that Kristin or Dolly?” Eventually when she 
comes in and starts singing and then as the 
song goes on, she really starts wailing, I 
thought, “Wow! She’s outdone herself on her 
own song!” I was so honored, honestly. t

Gayer by the 
Minute gallery/warehouse planned for next week-

end. It’s also intelligent pop that asks you 
to think about its messages while you work 
your body to songs such as “Lost Power,” 
“Suddenly,” “All The Time,” “Real or Not,” 
“Bromosapien,” and “Sensitive (Not Too 
Sensitive).”

Occupying a similar space and vibe as 
French Vanilla, right down to the saxophone 
on album opener “Flash,” Gauche gives 
listeners a fine how-do-you-do with its de-
but album A People’s History of Gauche 
(Merge). Sharing a similar socio-political 
bent with French Vanilla, as well as the de-
sire to get you up and dancing, Gauche is 
a welcome addition to the club, particularly 
on songs such as “Surveilled Society,” “Pay 
Day,” “Running,” “Boom Hazard,” and “Rent 
(V).”

The Harmaleighs, a queer and experi-
mental duo (creative and personal partners 
Haley Grant and Kaylee Jesperson), have 
returned with their latest album She Won’t 
Make Sense (Nettwerk). Strongly recom-
mended for fans of Tegan and Sara, The 
Murmurs, and The Ditty Bops, The Har-
maleighs have broadened their horizons 
without completely abandoning the “indie 
Americana” sound that first captured our at-
tention. You can hear this on songs such as 
“Anthem for the Weak,” “I Don’t Know my-
self,” and “Mannequin.” Especially exciting 
are the new directions in which they take 
listeners, particularly on “Sorry, I’m Busy,” 
“When I Was a Kid,” “Don’t panic,” “tidy 
Up,” and “Dim The Light.”

Soak and Marika Hackman, two queer 
women who made indelible impressions 
with their previous albums, deliver on the 
promise and then some. Arriving four years 
after her mostly acoustic 2015 debut re-
cord, Soak (aka bridie monds-Watson) 
makes a great leap forward with her sec-
ond full-length release Grim-Town (Rough 
Trade). Something else altogether, Soak 
kicks off the album with the suitably bleak 
spoken “All Aboard” intro before stepping 
forward with the powerful “Get Set Go Kid.” 
Boasting fuller and often exhilarating instru-
mentation and arrangements, songs such 
as “Knock Me Off My Feet,” “Everybody 
Loves You,” “maybe,” “I Was blue, techni-
color Too,” and “Life Trainee” all combine 
to make Grim-Town one of the best albums 
of the year.

Hackman’s 2017 debut album i’m Not 
your man made an impression on listeners, 
beginning with the songs “Boyfriend” and 
“My Lover Cindy.” She picks up where she 
left off with Any Human Friend (Sub Pop). 
Like Soak, Hackman continues to grow as 
a songwriter and performer, something that 
comes through on the songs “The One,” 
“I’m Not Where You Are,” “blow,” “Come 
Undone,” and “Conventional Ride.”

If tom Waits had a queer kid brother, 
he’d probably sound something like The 
Mutts’ Mike Maimone. In advance of the 
band’s new full-length album, due out in 

BY GREGG SHApIRO
It looks like 2019 is going to be a good year 
for out r&b artist Rahsaan patterson. His 
song “Tears Ago” is one of the few highlights 
on Dionne Warwick’s new studio album, her 
first in five years. patterson himself steps 
into the spotlight with his sixth studio album 
Heroes & Gods (Shanachie), a set of songs 
that strikes a balance between his smooth 
and funky sides. On rhythmic numbers 
such as “Soldier,” “Silly, Love Fool,” “Rock 
And roll,” “Catch me When I Fall,” and the 
title cut, Patterson invites us to join him on a 
hot and sweaty dance floor. He also knows 
how to provide the perfect soundtrack for 
chilling on songs such as “Sent From Heav-
en,” “break It Down,” “Wonderful Star,” “I 
Try,” and “Oxford Blues.”

At this point in time, hot, out former 
Judybats frontman Jeff Heiskell has been 
a solo act longer than he was in the band 
he formed. In fact, he’s released more al-
bums under the Heiskell moniker than the 
Judybats did when they were signed to a 
major label. In addition to being somewhat 
edgier than what he did with the Judybats, 
Heiskell’s solo work is definitely gayer. this 
has never been truer than on the “Alex-
anderbear69” from his new album Songs 
in the Key of H (Heiskellmusic.com). The 
Knoxville-based artist pays tribute to the 
burg in the wonderful “Knoxville Town” 
(featuring a rap by Matt Honkonen) and is 
nothing less than radiant on “Neon Yellow.” 
Heiskell leads us down an Americana path 
before abruptly shifting gears on the home-
wrecker anthem “For a Day.” Also of note is 
the queer drinking song “I’m Still Around,” 
the gorgeous “Trashcan Romeo,” the rock-
ing “Dirty Unicorn,” and the raunchy retro 
“On the Down Low.” 

reflective of “personal and political 
change,” The Medicine Show (Concord / 
MLE Music) by Melissa Etheridge is sub-
titled “an unrivaled true story of redemption 
and a 1974 Fender.” Etheridge rocks hard-
er than she has in years on the titular open-
er and continues in that vein on “Shaking,” 
“Love Will Live” and “Wild and Lonely.” It’s 
not all blistering rock and roll as you can 
hear on “Woman Like You,” “Faded by De-
sign,” the exquisite “I Know You,” the power 
pop ballad “The Last Hello,” as well as the 
lightly funky “This Human Chain.”

french Vanilla effortlessly recaptures 
the queer spirit of the 1980s for 21st cen-
tury ears on its second album How Am I 
Not Myself? (Danger Collective). Making 
the best use of a saxophone and female 
lead vocals since Romeo Void, French Va-
nilla has delivered a timeless record. It’s 
the kind of disc that’s at home at an 1980s 
downtown New York loft party as it is at a 
queer dance party in a Miami Arts District 

LIVELY ARTS // QMUSIC

autumn 2019, we have Now That’s What 
I Call Mutts (Muttsmusic.com). The 16-
song compilation includes the new song 
“Your Love” and fan favorites such as the 
amazing “Everyone = Everyone,” as well as 
“If It’s Hot, It’ll Sell,” “Pray Like a Vigilante,” 
“bury You,” “prizefighter,” and “trust.” t

event where Reba McEntire was being 
honored. I said, “Yes! I want to do that.” I 
met her and I couldn’t speak. I teased her 
and said, “Do you remember the girl who 
went mute?” She said, “Yes, I do!” I said, 
“That was me [laughs]!”

What does it mean to you to be able 
to sing with Reba?

Of course, it’s cool to get to collaborate 
with great singers like Reba, who has her 
own stamp when she sings a song. As does 
Jennifer! there’s no confusion there. When 
you hear their voices, you know that’s Reba 
and you know that’s JHud. I think Jennifer 
has one of the best voices around today. I 
also appreciate the fact that both Reba and 
Jennifer have done Broadway, as well. I al-
ways love that. It makes you feel like you’re 
in a club. With Ari, I just watched her grow 
up. She came backstage with her mom 
and grandma at Wicked and I gave her a 
wand. She said, “I want to be a singer, too!” 
I thought, “Well, isn’t that sweet?” And as 
the years have gone by and I’ve watched 
her grow and evolve into the biggest pop 
star there is, I’ve been so very proud of her.

And you and Jennifer and Ariana 
also did Hairspray (on nBC) together.

Yes! I hadn’t met Jennifer before, but 
I knew Ariana. And Dove Cameron and I 
have worked together a lot. I kind of view 
myself as a mama bear, taking care of 
those girls like Ariana and Dove. I want to 
make sure they know they’re loved. Not just 
for their talent, although that’s the aspect 
that drew us together, but for who they are. 
And Jennifer just blew me away with her 
voice! 

You mentioned Judy Garland and 
2019 was a big year for Judy. It’s the 
50th anniversary of her passing and the 
80th anniversary of The Wizard of Oz. 
Does that have anything to do with why 
you chose to include “The Man That Got 
Away” from A Star Is Born?

Yes. Obviously, she’s another woman 
that I understand what she’s doing. When I 
was a little girl, I said, “That’s me! I’m her!” 
the same with Julia Andrews. When you’re 
a young artist you look at other artists and 
you say, “I understand that.” I always un-
derstood her. Gaga had such a big success 
with her version of a Star is Born, for which 
I was extremely proud of her. I think it’s nice 
to show that it started with Judy and “The 
Man That Got Away” in a Star is Born, and 
then it went to Barbra and then it went to 
Gaga. I think it’s important to show how 
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BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
}  Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including 

hepatitis infection. 
} Have any other health problems.  
}  Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking BIKTARVY.

}  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines 
you take:
}  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter

medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist.
}  BIKTARVY and other medicines may a�ect each other. Ask 

your healthcare provider and pharmacist about medicines 
that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is safe to take 
BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY®
This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY and does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

(bik-TAR-vee)

Get HIV support by downloading a free app at 

MyDailyCharge.com
Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important 
warnings, on the previous page and visit BIKTARVY.com.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY
BIKTARVY may cause serious side eects, including: 
}  Those in the “Most Important Information About 

BIKTARVY” section.
}  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system 

may get stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after 
you start taking BIKTARVY.

}  Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney problems, 
they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

}  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which 
is a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to 
death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these 
symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual 
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, 
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.
}  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. 

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these 
symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, 
dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite 
for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

}  The most common side eects of BIKTARVY in clinical studies 
were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%), and headache (5%). 

These are not all the possible side e�ects of BIKTARVY. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any 
new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY. 
You are encouraged to report negative side e�ects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your 
health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY. 

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY
Take BIKTARVY 1 time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION
}  This is only a brief summary of important information about 

BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
to learn more.

}  Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.
}  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit BIKTARVY.com 

for program information.

BIKTARVY, the BIKTARVY Logo, DAILY CHARGE, the DAILY CHARGE Logo, KEEP PUSHING, LOVE WHAT’S 
INSIDE, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. 
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wants and needs begin to change, and 
we’re excited to find ways of responding 
to feedback. Please stay posted for new 
developments, or contact us for more 
i n f o r m a t i o n about our Trans Meet-

up group!
We’re also hap-

py that everything is 
ready for our youth 
group. Working with 
minors requires at-
tention to a million 
details, along with 
a fair amount of red 
tape. All the proper 
paperwork has been 
approved and we’re 
conducting back-
ground checks for 

board members before the 
group will meet at the Hub. In the mean-
time, the group will meet in public loca-
tions that will only be made available to 
group members, aged 14 to 19. Youth 
Group will meet the first Saturday of the 
month. Follow us on Facebook or visit 
us at HagerstownHopesMD.org for more 
information!

Hagerstown Hopes is also dedicat-
ed to bettering the community we call 
home. On Monday, August 26th, we 
partnered with New Light Metropolitan 
Community Church and Beacon House 
to support the homeless community. 
We joined New Light’s outreach work to 
provide resources as part of our CARE 
(Community Action to Revitalize and 
empower) Initiative. the Washington 
County Health Department, Slow Down 
Barber Lounge, Tailor Made Cuts, The 
Nook, and a number of donors supplied 
free haircuts, health resources, clothing, 
food, and toiletries. We applaud New 
Light MCC for their work and for opening 
their doors to everyone in the commu-
nity to provide a resting place for those 
in need.

You can expect more from us in the 
coming weeks. Our goal is to respond 
to the needs of the community and 
we’ve been listening. There will be dif-
ferent and more diverse activities, and 
our outreach work is gaining speed and 
momentum. Board members Asher Ken-
nedy and myself will be continuing our 
outreach and education work at Shep-
herd University as part of the Social Jus-
tice project. We will be educating about 
advocacy, activism, and current issues 

affecting the LGBTQ community and are 
developing programs for the upcoming 
academic year.

There are always opportunities to 
volunteer for one of our many commit-
tees if you would like to be part of creat-
ing positive changes in the community. 
We hope to hear from you soon! t

  OuT In THE VALLEY 

community. HIV testing can be sched-
uled anonymously through our website 
and the Hub also has health resources 
and education for our community. Please 
visit, know your status, and learn about 
local re-

sources that can benefit you!
Our Trans Meetup group is still meet-

ing regularly. We’re excited to have op-
portunities to expand our outreach and 
resources for the trans and non-bina-
ry community. As the group grows, the 

BY BRIAn GEORGE HOSE
Hagerstown Hopes exists to serve and 
support the LGBTQ community. After 
spending our summer attending Pride 
festivals throughout the state, meeting 
and listening to members of the com-
munity, and getting a sense of what 
is wanted and needed in the commu-
nity, we’ve been hard at work prepar-
ing for our next year. Over the past 
year we’ve worked to build the foun-
dation of Hagerstown Hopes and the 
programs and services we offer to the 
community. This is an exciting time for 
us, and we hope you’ll join us in our 
work to strengthen and support the lo-
cal LGBTQ community!

The foundation of Hagerstown 
Hopes is community outreach and our 
mission is to meet the needs of the 
community. Our community center, the 
Hagerstown Hopes Hub, is home to free 
and confidential HIV testing provided by 
the health department. In fact, the Wash-
ington County Health Department has a 
team devoted to the needs of the LGBTQ 

Hagerstown 
Hopes 

Expanding 
Outreach and 

Community 
Service

September 14-15

baltimoreoutloud.com
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The early 2000s. A 
mixed bag of gender 
identity / sexual orienta-
tion / hobbies left teen-
age me scrambling to 
find more than a couple 
people who understood me in anything 
more than simplistic terms. I was able 
to cultivate a handful of friendships that 
withstood the volatile mess that most of 
my 20s were, and while grateful to have 
those people still in my life, the more 
removed I am from 
my teenage years, the 
more I feel a physical 
wall between my pres-
ent and my past 

My reality is one 
where the person who 
lives in my old year-
books doesn’t exist. She 
is gone. She has been 
replaced by a man, who 
although he feels vast-
ly more fulfilled, whole, 
happy, and healthy, also 
feels like he has no child-
hood. Here is a fun situ-
ation: you’re out in public 
and everyone is telling 
the “When I was in high 
school” stories. You can 
either 1) tell one and im-
mediately be disclosing 
that you are trans in public 
mixed company, or 2) re-
main quiet. I don’t like remaining quiet. 
If you are involved in a conversation and 
suddenly you stop, people tend to think 
that either they have offended you in 
some way or you are rude. I am neither, 
most of the time. 

I have lots of coming-of-age high 
school stories to share. Like the time 
my friends and I took a video camera 
and decided to film a music video be-
fore we wrote the song. Or the time my 
best friend and I sat in a tree and read 
on the road while we smoked the ciga-
rettes she stole from her mom. Or one of 
a dozen “One time at band camp” yarns. 
None are any more significant than any-
one else’s adolescent adventures, and 
some of them were not the most respon-
sible choices, but they helped shape 

who Asher has become. And simply 
because they happened with Amanda, 
I feel like they’re separated by far more 
than testosterone and time. 

It’s not just sharing my past with my 
present that I feel disconnected from, it’s 
also the people I shared that past with. 
Many of my former peers have just now 
in the past couple years resurfaced on 
social media, and while I would love to 
reconnect with them, since just enough 
time has passed to separate us all from 
our adolescent cliques, I cannot. I grew 
up in the marooned western side of Mary-
land, and I wish less of them had MAGA 
logos on the visible parts of their profiles, 

but they do, and I sit here dis-
connected. My ten-year reunion 
was in 2015, the summer after 
I first came out as Asher. I was 
not on HRT. I think I picked up 
an extra shift, so I didn’t feel ob-
ligated to hobnob. 

Since becoming Asher, I have friend-
ed exactly one person I went to school 
with, and that took about a week of tell-
ing myself, if she doesn’t recognize you 
that is a lot better than her being disgust-
ed by you. 

Her approval 
did not calm my nerves, it only made the 
want to reconnect stronger than it ever 
has been. I am wise enough to know that 
some of the people who made my ado-
lescence difficult will never change, but 
for many other, being a jerk teenager is 
part of becoming a decent adult. While 
I feel I always tried to be civil with my 
peers, rose glasses and teenage emo-
tion make for an unreliable narrative. 

The rest of my life is an impossi-
ble-to-know adventure, but my past re-
mains steadfast. I cannot deny that com-
ing of age in the same area at the same 
time shapes part of us forever. To be 
able to grow those roots would not only 
anchor me to my past but also give me a 
stronger foundation to ensure my future 
is as bright as the sky above us. t

On Yearbooks, 
Memories, and

Trans-
Disconnect

Asher’s
Asher Kennedy

World

Reunion
agonistes

Part of growing up is letting go of the 
dreams we had as children and young 
adults. Most of us didn’t grow up to be-
come astronauts or rock stars or prin-
cesses, and that’s okay. Each of us has 
different talents, skills, and interests that 
shape the person we ultimately become. 
All of these have a way of changing 
and growing over time and, during that 
process, we begin to accept that some 
things just aren’t in the cards for us. 

Usually that’s okay because we’ve out-
grown some of our dreams, but others 
still sting a bit when we think about them. 
These are usually the things we really, 
truly wanted and now realize are either 
not practical or, worse, impossible.

Like everyone else, I’ve let go of a 
number of dreams. I know I’ll never marry 
Indiana Jones or live in a tree house, and 
that’s all fine and good because I’ve out-
grown those childhood fantasies. I also 
accepted that I’ll probably never get to be 
a dad and, similarly, that I’ll never have a 
good relationship with my father.

Queer men often have complicated 
relationships with our fathers. Fathers 
from older generations often tried to pre-
pare their queer sons for the world by 
teaching us to hide ourselves so we can 
fit in and have a chance to prosper. Of-
ten these lessons were taught the hard 
way, by withholding love and affection or 
by being critical and disapproving. This 
is terrible for kids and results in a frac-
tured relationship that has the potential 
to heal, but only if both parties commit 
to doing the difficult work of opening 
up and sharing. That’s easier said than 
done when the established dynamic is 
centered around showing others what we 
think they want to see instead of who we 

truly are.
Until recently, this was the life my 

father and I lived. There were certain 
things we didn’t talk about and, though 
this wasn’t exactly my dream, it allowed 
us to begin to heal the relationship we 
slowly tore apart over a period of de-
cades. It was progress, and I was happy 
with this progress. Still, I was cautious 
and had preemptively accepted that 
there would always be limits and open 
secrets in our relationship.

Then everything changed. There 
was a medical event and I became my 
father’s primary caregiver. It was a scary 
time for both of us and, because it was 
scary, my urge to aggressively nurture 
others went unchecked. Suddenly it was 
so easy, so effortless to show the love 
and care that had never been allowed 
between us. Then, a few days into our 
new routine of appointments and phys-
ical therapy and pill-sorting and endless 

laundry, I realized that, in a way, 
I now get to be the dad I always 
wanted to be. Our roles have re-
versed while also remaining the 
same. He began to get better 
and, as he healed, so did our 
relationship.

Now, for the first time in 
my life, I know my father loves 
me and is proud of me. When 
I heard his words, I felt my-
self become more whole, as 
if all the tiny fractures of our 
relationship had been filled in 
with all the love and care we 
are now allowing ourselves to 
express. For me, what makes 
this wonderful enough to share 

with strangers is that I never thought this 
would happen. I never thought I would 
have a good relationship with my father 
and I never thought I would get to play 
the role of “dad.” Now, through a strange 
twist of fate, I get to have two things I 
desperately wanted that I thought were 

impossible.
Dreams sometimes have funny ways 

of coming true. Don’t close the door on 
dreams. Instead, put them on the back 
burner. Be ready because sometimes 
what looks like a tragedy can become 
the happy ending you always wanted. t

Fathers &
Sons

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s
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“There was a medical 
event and I became 
my father’s primary 
caregiver. It was a 

scary time for both of 
us ... Suddenly it was 

so easy, so effortless to 
show the love and care 

that had never been 
allowed between us.”
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If the

Buying a ready-made suit is very easy 
to do; the difficulty is 
pulling the look off. If 
you believe that you 
can make a great im-
pression in any suit 
that you purchase from 
a department store, 
you’re misguided.

The reason for this 
is that ready-made 
suits are mass-pro-
duced and are not 
meant to flatter a va-
riety of body shapes and sizes. Ready-
made suits are less expensive than cus-
tom-made suits, but you’ll never look as 
good in a ready-made suit as you would 
in a suit designed exclusively for you.

If you’re not con-
vinced, here are 
some reasons why 
you need to stop buy-
ing suits off the rack 
and save money for a 
custom-made suit.

Improved fit – 
Ready-made suits are 
made in four or five 
different sizes for the 
masses, which can 
present problems for 
petite or large people. 
Even if you do come 
across a suit that seems to fit you 
well, it is unlikely that it will sit per-
fectly on your shoulders or fit you 
comfortably around the middle section of 
your body.

On the other hand, when getting a 
suit made-to-order, your personal tailor 
will take your measurements so that they 
can create a suit that fits your body like 
a glove.

Have your say – You want a suit 
that reflects your style. With ready-made 
suits, you’ll have to be very lucky to get 
your hands on one that ticks all the box-
es.

Additionally, ready-made suits are 
made to attract mass appeal, so you 
might not be able to find ones in bold 
colors and specific patterns. If you’re 
particular about the color, pattern, fabric, 
texture, and design of your suits, go for 
a custom-made suit instead of buying off 
the rack.

uniquely designed for you – You 

Top Five 
Reasons...

might be able to find suits that reflect 
popular trends, albeit in a cookie-cutter 
way. This means that most of the suits 
will still look like each other, and you 
might never have something exclusive in 
your wardrobe.

If cutting-edge fashion is what you 
want, custom-made is the way to go. 
Stand out from the crowd with élan in a 
pinstripe or plaid suit with fully custom-
ized lapel and cuff designs and designer 
buttons to match, along with a custom-
er-specified contrast color pic stitch or 
buttonhole!

Worth the money – Store-
bought suits are usually manufac-
tured using cheap materials. Even 
if you pay a premium price for an 
off-the-rack suit, you can’t be too 
sure about its quality. Therefore, if 
you’re looking for value for money, 
choose tailored over ready-made. 

Robustness – Though ready-
made suits can be cheaper, they 
can turn out to be expensive over 
the years. Factor in costs related 
to dry-cleaning, repairs, and the 

eventual need to replace the suit within a 
shorter time span, and you’ll realize that 
investing in a custom-made suit makes 
more sense.

Custom tailored suits are generally 
made of better mate-
rials and are stitched 
with more care, they 
tend to last longer 
than those pur-
chased in a depart-
ment store. 

C u s t o m - m a d e 
versus ready-made 
– Wearing a suit isn’t 
as common today as 
it used to be in the 
past, which is why 
suits have become 

more special than ever before. 
Donning the right suit to a wed-
ding, a job interview, or any spe-
cial occasion can not only make 

heads turn, but also infuse the wearer 
with a new level of confidence.

Wearing a suit that is ill-fitting can 
have heads turning too, but for the wrong 
reasons. No matter what you spend, 
even the priciest suit will look bad on you 
if it doesn’t fit you right. Buying off-the-
rack may be less expensive but there’s 
usually fewer options to choose from.

With the information provided here, 
you now know why a custom-made suit 
will look better on you. So, stop buying 
ready-made and embrace the custom 
suit! t

contact art Solop of Benchmark 
clothiers at 301-807-5079, art@bench-
markclothiers.net, or visit Baltimorecus-
tomsuits.com.

Suit Fits...
Art Solop

QuALITY Of LIfE

In weddings, size is everything 
and nothing.
People fret over their guest lists 
more than anything else when 
they’re planning their wedding. 
Who to invite, who not to invite, 
who must be invited.

And if that’s not enough to 
make you crazy, there’s the 
whole money thing.

Weddings are often the third 
most expensive thing people buy in their 
lifetimes, right after a house and a car. 
Ten, twenty, thirty thousand dollars or 
more can go into your wedding. 

Or not. 
There was a time, from the mid-1910s 

until 1938, that 
Maryland was the 
quickie state. Most 
of the surrounding 
states had instituted 
48-hour waiting pe-
riods from the time 
a marriage license is 
issued until the cere-
mony can take place, 
having decided that 
impulsive marriages 
were getting out of 
hand. But Maryland, 
“the free state,” kept 
the doors open. That 
came to a halt in 1938 
as the Maryland legis-
lature became increas-
ingly embarrassed by 
the state’s reputation 
as the place to elope. 

So quickie elopements moved from 
Maryland to Las Vegas, where they will 
be happy to supply any number of ersatz 
Elvises to marry you.

In the rest of the modern world, we’ve 
adopted “elopement” as a term of art, 
generally referring to a wedding that in-
cludes up to 30 or 40 guests, or as few as 
none at all. Oddly, in the wedding busi-
ness, “small wedding” can mean one with 
as many as 100 guests. No matter, if size 
and cost are making you crazy, let’s talk 
about getting you a wedding that’s man-
ageable in every way.

As a venue owner, I primarily sell time 
and space. If I’m able to sell less of both, 
say for a 30-person, one-hour wedding, 
I can charge less. A lot less. So a pret-
ty place with expert guidance becomes 

 Small is 
Beautiful

attainable on an overall wedding budget 
that is less, and often far less, than ten 
thousand dollars. 

Can an elopement also work for a 
backyard wedding? You bet! (See my 
last two columns on backyard weddings 
for the pros and cons of same.) 

So let’s swing back to your guest 
list. I attribute my favorite piece of guest 
list advice to Judith Martin, also known 
as Miss Manners, who says: “Invite the 
people you love and who love you.” Re-
ally, who else do you want at your wed-

ding? You want to look at 
every face, every single 
person, and think, “I’m 
glad you’re here!” What 
a wonderful criterion for 
choosing guests for your 
wedding! 

If you’re able to keep 
that list to a relatively 
small number, the ease 
and convenience of a 

very small wedding might be just the 
thing for you.

Appreciate that we’ve just been 
talking about your ceremony. Dinner (or 
lunch) and dancing and so forth are an-
other thing altogether. But 

it’s not insur-
mountable. Lots 
of my elope-
ment couples 
take everyone 
out to a local 
restaurant to 
celebrate, with 
some of them 
picking up the 
check for ev-
eryone, and 
some not. Oth-
er couples go 
off to one of 
their relatives’ 
or friends’ 
houses to cel-
ebrate. Either 
way, that cost 
can be easy 

to manage.
It’s entirely possible to have a fab-

ulous wedding that doesn’t cost an arm 
and a leg or make you crazy. One of the 
ways to do it is to not be a size queen 
about your guest list. Bigger isn’t always 
better! And in weddings, it often isn’t. 
Surround yourself with the people you 
love and who love you, and celebrate 
your new marriage with them however 
you like. That’s all that is required. No 
matter what social media, or the wed-
ding magazines, or – Dear Gods – your 
family tells you, however you choose to 
do it is more than enough. It’s perfect. t

david l. egan is the proprietor and 
steward of chase court, a wedding and 
event venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit 
chasecourt.com, and follow chasecourt-
WeddingVenue on instagram and Face-
book.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

QuALITY Of LIfE 

Don’t be a 
size queen 
about your 

guest list

... to buy a 
custom-made 

suit versus a 
ready-made 

suit

Made to 
measure!
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A Brewpub and Restaurant Located
in a Historic Townhouse in the Heart

of Mt. Vernon in Baltimore

Home of Resurrection, Beazly, Birdhouse, 
Choptank'd, Spoke'd, St. Festivus, and GPT

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

HAPPY HOUR
Sunday & Monday: 4pm to Close

Tuesday - Friday: 4pm to 7pm

Join Us OUT On The Patio
Warmer weather is here and you know what that means – our patio is open!  

Come dine with us for brunch, lunch, or dinner in the 
Baltimore Museum of Art’s beautiful sculpture garden.

Book your reservation at Gertrude’s today!
410-889-3399  •  gertrudesbaltimore.com

Monday-Saturday: 7a.m. - 2p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dine in Breakfast Special 
Daily Lunch Specials

(Thursday Shrimp Salad Special)

American Classics & 
Authentic Indian Cuisine

•Saturday and Sunday Brunch 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
•Daily Lunch and Dinner  •Dine-in or carry-out

Severing the Community for 27 years!

tambersrestaurant.com   •   410-243-5777
3327 Saint Paul Street.  Baltimore, MD 21218
(at 34th Street, across from Union Memorial )

DInInG OuT

Snake Hill Sausage 
Grill & Tavern
418 S. Clinton Street, Baltimore
410-469-9003
Snakehillbaltimore.com

Have you ever wanted to eat that cute lit-
tle bunny? Gorge on a gator? Slobber on 
snake? Well great news! We finally have 
an establishment in Baltimore where the 
zoo becomes the buffet. Snake Hill Sau-
sage Grill & tavern is where the sausage 
party begins. With well over a dozen 
homemade options to choose from on 
any given day, there is something for ev-
eryone in this neat little corner bar with a 
kick-ass booze selection.

The sausages range from the usual 
brats and Italian-style sausages to the 
far more exotic, all on fresh brioche buns 
as buttery as Paula Deen’s upper lip. 
There are brunch options available day 
and night such as Sweet Maple Sausage 

topped with eggs. There are chicken 
sausages to the Spicy Mango Habane-
ro. The Rosemary and Lamb sausage 
has a gentle garlic undertone that pairs 
well with the Truffle Fries. The exotic 
offerings include Ghost Pepper Gator, 
Smoked Venison with port Wine, and my 
new favorite, Jalepeno Duck with Bacon. 
Credit is due to the sausage makers for 
knowing just the right ratio of hot pep-
pers to use to generate more flavor than 
over-bearing heat. If your butthole burns 
in the morning, it’s from someone else’s 
meat.

For those on a more Zen diet, there 
are vegan options that may pique the 
interest of even the most bloodthirsty. I 
am already planning a future trip to try 
the Vegan Italian, an eggplant blend 
with fennel, wine, and garlic. Even the 
Smoked Apple Sage, blended with po-
tatoes, sounds interesting with Oktober-
fest around the corner. 

All of the sausages are available in 
raw, carry-out form for those who want 
to impress their guests at the next BBQ. 
But if you have the time to stay, the menu 
has a variety of other items from lite to 
fried, including salads, mac-n-cheese 
and some seriously tasty hush puppies 
served with sweet butter. If you have 
room for fried Oreo cookies at the end, 
unbuckle that belt and dive in. t

Munch
Michael Ritmiller

On This
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ago,” says Realtor.com analyst Laura Ku-
sisto.

These investors are very aware of the 
demographics of the “boom echo” gen-
eration now entering prime home buying 
years, with a lack of inventory of pre-exist-
ing homes, and most home builders opting 
for large, more profitable home models. 
They see great potential for price apprecia-
tion, and high tenant occupancy rates.

Most of these investor purchases are in 
the lower price ranges, because record-high 
rents are keeping them very profitable. this 
may be one important factor explaining why 
first time home buyers are having such a 
hard time finding inventory to purchase. 

So, the answer to the question, “Is real 
estate a good investment?” in 2019 seems 
to remain a resounding yes, judging by 
the unprecedented behavior of large, pro-
fessional investors. 

If it’s time for you to make a move, ei-
ther as an investor, first time home buyer, 
move-up home buyer, or vacation home 
buyer... let me know! Now more than ever, 
the services of an experienced profession-
al are crucial to get prompt notification and 
access to the newest listings. t

BY WAYnE CuRTIS 
If you had asked an educated investor that 
question ten years ago, they would most 
likely have looked at you as if you need-
ed therapy. Of course real estate was an 
essential investment! Stock markets histori-
cally go through periods of bubble and bust. 
Real estate holdings gave stability to many 
portfolios because the boom and bust cycle 
tended to be much less dramatic.

The Great Recession shook a lot of 
people’s confidence in that core belief.

It was with great interest that I read a 
report at the end of June from corelogic 
that more than 11% of home purchasers in 
2018 were investors, such as private-equity 
firms and speculators – an all-time high. 
That’s nearly twice the level of investor pur-
chases measured before the beginning of 
the crash in 2008.

While it’s well known that investors 
swooped in and bought up thousands of 
foreclosures at the bottom of the Great 
Recession, helping to stabilize the market, 
most analysts expected that pace would 
slow down as the market recovered and 
prices rose. Instead, the opposite has 
happened. “While these purchases dipped 
slightly when the market started to recov-
er in 2015 and 2016, they have rebounded 
to surpass the previous peak of six years 

Is Real Estate Still a Good 
Investment?

YOur mONeY
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

COMMERCIAL/Federal
Hill. 2,100+ sf  office/
retail above grade, top
quality renovation. Your
business needs a home! 
Offered at $769,000!

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

Men’s Leather Bar
10,000sf, 4 bars, full kitchen, courtyard, stage, and 

many other potential pro�t centers.
Must have proven experience, skills, and references.

(443) 253-3886

Richard B. Pazornik, Esq. 
Senior Loan Officer 
NMLS# 225367 
1447 York Road, Suite 408
Timonium, MD 21093 
(443) 600-1282 
rpazornik@gmmllc.com 

When you build a life together it means commitment, effort, and 
a lot of decisions. Some decisions are easy, while others require 
outside advice. One of the biggest decisions you will make is to 
buy a home. George Mason Mortgage and I are there to support 
you, every step of the way! 

You've met the person of your 
dreams; let us help make another 
dream a reality. 

ADVERTISING NOTICE – NOT A COMMITMENT TO LEND – SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AVAILABILITY. 
This is not a commitment to lend. All loan applications are subject to credit and property approval. Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to change 
without notice and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction specifics. Other closing costs 
may be necessary. Flood and/or property hazard insurance may be required. To be eligible, buyer must 
meet minimum down payment, underwriting and program guidelines. 

Apply online: www.gmmllc.com/rpazornik 
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as stage crew. Den Daddy was 
mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2011 
Morgaine. Boy jake was the judg-
es’ boy and Mary Tayler kept the 

large silent auction running. Tasked with 
the job of keeping the contest running 
and the live auction of many items for the 
travel fund moving along were the co-em-
cees: Leather Woman of Color 2019 Vel-
vet-Storm and Ms. DC Eagle 2019 Alyssa 
Durnien. 

On Saturday evening everyone re-
turned to the Clifton Pleasure Club for 
a victory party hosted by FIST and on 
Sunday afternoon a very laid-back par-
ty was held at the Clifton Pleasure Club 
to celebrate the anniversary of Hooker 
& boys,which for 20 years has brought 
our community the biggest holiday party 
(and largest fundraiser) the annual “12 
Days of Christmas” variety show. Don’t 
miss the 21st “12 Days of Christmas” on 
Saturday, December 14th at the Maritime 
Conference Center in Linthicum Heights, 
Maryland. (Details can be found on Face-
book)

As 2019 comes to a close, it is time for 
the leather community to start to select 
the 2020 leather titleholders. With mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 2020 treasure and 
mid-Atlantic Leather Woman bootblack 
2020 Ren, we are off to a great start! t

categories with the 
Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Woman contes-
tant performing an 
onstage fantasy 
and the Mid-Atlan-
tic Leather Woman 
Bootblack contes-
tant having been 
presented the night 
before with a pair 
of boots that need-
ed attention and 
was told to work 
on one boot so that 
the judge’s could 
see a before and 
after version of the 
boots. Both con-
testants answered 
a fun question on-
stage and gave a 
brief speech. I’ve 
always said that for 
me the most im-
portant category in 
a leather contest in 
the interview with 
the judges. This is 
where one learns 
what the contestant 
is all about. Unfor-
tunately, at most 
contest the audience 
never sees the in-
terview. It is usually 
done in the afternoon prior to the 
evening contest. At this contest 
the interview was done onstage in 
front of the audience. Although it made 
for a longer contest, it really helped the 
audience to learn who these women are 
and how they feel about issues such as 
social media. I loved Treasure’s com-
ment: “I stay out of drama.” 

Although there was only one contes-
tant for each title, it’s important to note 
that a contestant must earn a minimum 
score from the judges to be awarded a ti-
tle. (I have seen several contests where 
someone was the only contestant for a 
title but walked away empty-handed.) The 
judges were: International Slave 2018 
BlueFrost; founder and editor-in-chief of 
Tagg magazine and the executive produc-
er of the Tagg Nation podcast, Eboné F. 
bell; mid-Atlantic Leather Woman boot-
black 2018 Bumper Bootblack; Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 2018 / mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman bootblack 2019 Foxxy; 
head of the House of Kreatures, producer, 
and event organizer Girl Pixie; organiz-
er, educator, writer, and burlesque artist 
Tahnee; and an educator and host of New 
York’s only sex / play party for woman and 
the trans community, Red Robinson. 

ASL interpreters were Debbie Jones 
and Jenn Arif. Tally Masters were Ms. 
Baltimore Eagle 1999 Buz and Hooker 
& boys member paulie. FISt club mem-
ber Margaret was the stage manager 
with help from Mid-Atlantic Community 
Bootblack 2008 Dave “Pug” Spellman 

time spent outside at the Clifton Plea-
sure Club. 

Friday’s Meet and Greet at the Clif-
ton Pleasure Club had a carnival atmo-
sphere, with strings of lights and outdoor 
tents for the bootblack, Sierra the Lady 
barber, and the live band Chix Without 
Stix, who provided a wonderful mix of 
music throughout the evening and per-
formed again on Saturday night. 

Saturday’s four-hour long contest 
was held at Grand Central nightclub 
and included performances by Queen of 
Baltimore Pride 1999 Jazmen Diamond, 
King of Baltimore Pride 2018 Chris Jay, 
King of Baltimore Pride 2019 Justin 
Sane, and live vocals by Ms. New Jer-
sey Leather 2016 Christy Lee. For many 
years most leather contest started like 
a sporting event with a color guard and 
the national anthem. Several years ago, 
at the mAL-W contest it just seemed 
that the contest started on an unhap-
py note as several audience members 
took a knee during the national anthem. 
Last year the national anthem was just 
dropped from the opening. This year I 
hope a new tradition was born. Christy 
Lee started the contest with an abso-
lutely beautiful rendition of the song that 
many consider to be the gay national an-
them: “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” 
I had to remind myself that there is no 
crying at leather contests. 

Contestants were scored in a range of 

MAL Woman / 
Bootblack 2020 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LEATHER

Selected!

treasure (reem Wheeler) from balti-
more, a member of the ONYX pearls, 
was sashed mid-Atlantic Leather Wom-
an 2020 and Ren Laine, from Columbia, 
Maryland, was selected Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman bootblack 2020 during 
the annual contest held over the week-
end of August 23rd to 25th in Baltimore. 
There were no additional contestants. 
Treasure becomes the 11th Mid-Atlan-
tic Leather Woman and ren is now the 
fourth person to hold the title of Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman bootblack. pro-
duced by Evil Twins Production (Rik 
Newton-Treadway and Tina Landi) this 
year’s contest took advantage of the 
beautiful cooler temperatures with much 

Blazing a 
trail!

baltimoreoutloud.com
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Clifton Pleasure Club

2803 Grindon Avenue 
410-426-9645

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com

Club bunns
608 W. Lexington Street

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street

410-225-3100

flaVor
15 E Centre St

443- 563-2279  • orderflavormd.com

night shift 2.0
1725 Ponca St 

410-469-6200  •  nightshiftnightclub.com

the eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858 

the gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue

410-539-6965

granD Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133   •  centralstationpub.com

leon’s 
870 Park Avenue

410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road 

410-599-1952

station north arts Cafe gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440   •   stationnortharts.com

the rowan tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550   •   therowantree.net

ZiasCos
1313 E Pratt St
 410-276-5790

MARYLAND
the loDge lounge & DanCe Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
717-232-3060   •   stallionsclub.com

bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street

717-234-4228

the brownstone lounge
412 Forester Street

717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
302-227-6515 • bluemoonrehoboth.com

the PurPle Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

302-226-1139

 rigby’s bar & grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue

302-227-6080 • rigbysbarandgrill.com

iguana grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

302-227-0948 • iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARk, NEW JERSEY
georgies bar 
812 5th Avenue
732-988-1220 

ParaDise
10 Asbury Avenue

732-988-6663

the asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

hotel tiDes 
408 7th Avenue 
732-897-7744  

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  
For  more

information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust 

Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 
Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  

Finding this truth is better than 
finding a gold mine.” –

Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  

Finding this truth is better than 
finding a gold mine.” –

Byron Katie

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850


