
Baldwin Enters 
Senate Race

U.S. Representative Tammy Baldwin 
who has served Wisconsin since 
1999 entered the race for Senate on 
Tuesday Sept 6. If she is successful in 
her bid she will become the first open-
ly LGBT Senator. Sitting Senator Herb 
Kohl announced his retirement in May. 

Ms. Baldwin has been open about 
her sexual orientation since she en-
tered public life. She say that the 
campaign isn’t going to be about her, 
but about the issues. 

Baldwin announced her candida-
cy in a video sent to supporters on 
Tuesday in a message that said she 
has made standing up for the mid-
dle classes her top priority. The op-
position is not likely to focus on her 
middle class values though, but rath-
er her firm stance on liberal and pro-
gressive issues.

In 2009, she was one of a small 
minority of Representatives to vote 
against an additional $97 billion for 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. This 
year she voted against Patriot Act 
extensions, although they ultimate-
ly passed the House. She also voted 
against funding for U.S. ground forc-
es in Libya also this year. Similarly, 
she voted in favor of prohibiting funds 
from being used in contradiction to 
the war powers resolution.

She voted in favor of the 2007 
Sexual Orientation Employment 
Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA) spon-
sored by Massachusetts Congressman 
Barney Frank. On immigration issues, 

 September 9, 2011 | Volume IX Issue 9

OUT

—continued on page 17

—continued on page 3
—continued on page 3

By GreGG Shapiro
Writer / director Rashaad Ernesto Green’s 
Gun Hill Road (Simon Says Entertainment), 
a 2011 finalist for the Jury Award at the 
Sundance Film Festival, is not the first 
American indie film to address LGBT issues 
in the Latino community. Peter Bratt’s 2009 
La Mission, starring the writer / director’s 
brother Benjamin Bratt as the macho Latino 
father of a gay son, is a recent example. And 
the films share more than a few similarities.

Both fathers, for example, have done 
time in prison. Both are fiercely proud of 
their heritage and equally secure in their het-
erosexuality. And, naturally, both feel threat-
ened to their very core by the queerness of 
their sons.

As a final act of masculinity before leav-
ing prison, Enrique (Esai Morales) exacts re-
venge on a fellow inmate, earning himself 90 
days in solitary. Upon his release, Enrique 

returns to the Bronx neighborhood where 
his wife Angie (Judy Reyes), who has con-
sidered leaving him for the more stable 

Vanessa  photo: Mykwain Gainey

REEL ADVICE

Baltimore City Primary Election Day is 
Tuesday, September 13, 2011. Voting hours 
are from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. Sample bal-
lots had been mailed out with an incorrect 
date (September 3). Though those were 
mailed by the State of Maryland, the 
Baltimore City Elections Board 
was quick to inform voters of 
the error. Baltimore city is 
run by Democrats, indeed 
the entire City Council is 
Democrat. Therefore, the 
Primary Election determines 
the future.

Falling on an off-year the 
voter turnout will leave the de-
cisions to those who have cho-
sen to exercise their franchise. For 
this reason, the Baltimore LGBT community 
can exercise a much greater influence than 
is possible on a year that might bring the bulk 
of voters to the polls. This isn’t just true of our 

own community, but 
it is also true of other 
groups who have the ability to get their sup-
porters and advocates to the polls.

Baltimore is the place where LGBT cit-
izens are active and involved in the 

political arena. The struggle for 
LGBT equality is still alive and 

it runs through our entire city, 
not just the “gayborhood,” 
but through every neigh-
borhood. It isn’t just about 
the anti-discrimination pro-
tections that we have or the 

marriage equality that we 
will have. It is about crime, 

and homelessness, job cre-
ation, school bullying, and all of the 

same problems that affect our non LGBT 
neighbors. 

Among the mayoral candidates, only 
one, Frank Conway, scored low in Baltimore 

Gaylife’s recent survey of the candidates. 
Otis Rolley supported civil unions, but not 
marriage. Joseph “Jody” Landers scored just 
under Frank Conaway. Support for marriage 
is a litmus test; it will not determine how a fu-
ture mayor will respond to city based LGBT 
issues.

Both incumbent Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake and Catherine Pugh have 
been vocal supporters of LGBT rights. Here 
the question becomes more of which candi-
date will be the most effective, not so much 
which will be more supportive. 

The hotly contested 12th District, which 
includes half of what some call the “gaybor-
hood” is a race where a relatively small num-
ber of people can really make a difference. 

Were it a high voter turnout race incum-
bent Carl Stokes, had he not entered the 

Baltimore City primary election Day...
is Tuesday, September 13, 2011
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The Time to Plan for a Referendum Battle is Now
Following the victory on 
the marriage equality bill in 
the Senate during the 2011 
Maryland General Assembly, I 
had asked a former official at 
Equality Maryland (not the ex-
ecutive director) if plans are 
afoot to combat a likely refer-
endum should the marriage bill 
be signed into law. That per-
son said that “we are focused 
on winning in the House, and 
we’ll worry about the referen-
dum later.”

On the surface, that re-
sponse seemed prudent. The 
legislative battle had yet to be 
won, and energy and resourc-
es must be dedicated to jumping that hurdle 
before you look further down the track. And 
with a potential ballot initiative taking place 
19 months in the future, arguably there was 
time to mount a strong defense.

Unfortunately, the marriage bill fell short 
by only a few votes of victory in the House 
without an actual floor vote taken. On top of 
that, Equality Maryland, the principal group 
leading the legislative effort, essentially im-
ploded in terms of organizational stability, fi-
nances, and to some extent, its reputation 
within the LGBT community. 

Its board, which experienced multiple 
resignations following the session and had 
fired its executive director, is attempting to 
bounce back. But Equality Maryland will not 
be the vanguard for the marriage bill, as a 
new organization, Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality (MME), was launched in July. 

Nor will Equality Maryland be the sole 
steward to secure protections on the basis of 
gender identity, as that effort is being headed 
by Gender Rights Maryland. That bill could 
also face a referendum attempt.

The fledgling MME is a coalition of or-
ganizations who will renew the fight in the 
legislature. It is comprised of Progressive 
Maryland, 1199 SEIU, ACLU, Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC), National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force as well as Equality Maryland. 

While it appears that Equality Maryland 
never got down to the nitty-gritty of mapping 
out a specific strategy to raise funds and plan 
for a possible referendum skirmish in 2012, 
there was hope that MME would. “The coali-
tion is looking at the big picture to bring mar-
riage equality to Maryland,” said Kevin Nix, 
who works for HRC and is the media spokes-
man for MME. “Our priority in the short term 
is passing a bill through the legislature.”

Okay, apparently it’s back to Equality 
Maryland’s position earlier this year in that 

MME will not put the cart be-
fore the horse and instead fo-
cus on getting the bill through 
both chambers. Governor 
O’Malley promised to sign it 
and actively campaign for it as 
part of his legislative package.

If signed into law, one can 
rightly assume the opposi-
tion will garner the required 
number of signatures, re-
gardless of the method, and 
the issue–“Should marriage 
only be between a man and 
a woman?”– will be offered to 
the voters. And with the next 
General Assembly ending in 
April 2012, there is precious 

little time to organize, raise funds, and exe-
cute a winning strategy to thwart the inevita-
ble referendum come November. 

Accordingly, the time to plan for such an 
eventuality is now–not after the bill is signed 
and the predictable celebrations fade away.

The main focus of the plan should be 
to bring in money–lots of it–and in a down 
economy to boot. Just to raise funds to coun-
ter the advertisements by opponents in the 
high-priced media markets of Baltimore and 
Washington will be daunting in itself. The 
need for printed materials, phone banking 
and other related expenses will cost a bun-
dle as well.

There will be a plethora of well-funded, 
well-organized groups from within Maryland 
and throughout the U.S. who will be highly 
motivated to ensure that marriage equality 
does not see the light of day in Maryland. This 
opposition is formidable and will include but 
not limited to the National Organization for 
Marriage (NOM), the Catholic Archdiocese, 

Focus on the Family, the American Family 
Association, the Mormon Church and the 
mega-churches in predominantly African-
American areas of Baltimore City and Prince 
George’s County.

To illustrate the challenge, NOM alone 
spent $1.8 million in support of Proposition 
8 in 2008. The next year in Maine, NOM was 
the majority contributor to the anti-equality 
Stand for Marriage Maine with $1.6 million 
geared towards Question 1. Overall, in 2009, 
NOM’s total expenditures were roughly $7.5 
million. 

The task becomes even more exigent as 
a full-blown, all-out education campaign is re-
quired, especially among African-Americans 
and Catholics. With President Obama on the 
2012 ticket, turnout among blacks is expect-
ed to be high. This is particularly significant in 
Maryland with its high proportion of African-
Americans (nearly 30 percent). And accord-
ing to the Public Religion Research Institute, 
2 out of 3 African-American Protestants op-
pose marriage for same-sex couples.

Older citizens tend to be socially conser-
vative, and as a group, they are more apt to 
vote. Moreover, the Dream Act referendum 
will also be on the ballot drawing out many 
voters to defeat that law who are also likely 
to oppose same-sex marriage.

If the opposition succeeds, the law is 
dead, and it could take decades before pol-
iticians decide to overrule the “will of the 
people.” 

For Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
it’s understandable to focus on winning the 
immediate battle in the legislature. But it will 
be useless if we lose the war. To win the war 
we have to match our opponents dollar for 
dollar and then some. Start the planning 
now! t
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race late, would have had less to contend 
with. Last week the baltimore afro-american 
newspaper endorsed Odette Ramos over 
Stokes. This is likely to have a significant im-
pact, especially in the african american com-
munity, a community that is no less LGBT 
than the rest of the city.

Hassan Giordano, of the baltimore 
independent examiner, wrote, “After receiv-
ing the covenant [sic] afro papers endorse-
ment, that changed the mind of many hesi-
tant in voting for someone not black in this 
highly populated African American district!”

But what of her LGBT credentials?
She has campaigned hard among the 

LGBT community and has won the support 
State Delegate Mary Washington, the open-
ly LGBT lawmaker from District 43. In a July 
15 interview with baltimore outloud Odette 
said that that she thinks the rest of the city 
should be paying attention to the 12th dis-
trict “because it really is a referendum on ‘out 
with the old in with the new.’”

Contender Jason Curtis shares a similar 
view, he told us that he’s in a district now that 
doesn’t have good representation. He said, 
“I’ll be damned if I’m going to sit on the side-
lines and say ‘let the status quo be the sta-
tus quo.’”

In 2009, he was among those who 
worked to close the Suite Ultralounge, a bot-
tle club in the basement of the Belvedere 
that had become a hangout for young peo-
ple and the scene of violence. He recently 
received the endorsement of the Baltimore 
City Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 3. He is 
a gay man and responded to the Gaylife sur-
vey by saying, “I live, I work and I play in Mt. 
Vernon. I’ve supported OUR community for 
a decade, not just recently because I want-
ed your vote.” 

For the 12th district, “our” community 
does say a lot about the LGBT community, 
as it does for the entire city. What happens in 
the 12th will impact what happens in the city 
going forward.

Regardless of how you vote, what is im-
portant is that you vote. If the “one in ten” rule 
applies then 64,000 Baltimoreans are LGBT. 
That number of people can make a signifi-
cant impact on a city that had only 66% turn-
out last year. In 2007, the last primary year 
for Mayor and City Council, less than 90,000 
people came to the polls. In that primary, 
Sheila Dixon won with a mere 54,381votes.

We can show the strength of the LGBT 
community by going to the polls to vote. t

BaLTiMore CiTy 
priMary eLeCTion Day
– continued from front page

she voted in favor of the DREAM Act last year 
and in 2006, she voted against the Secure Fence 
Act, and in 2005 she voted against Real ID.

Republican contender for that same 
seat, Mark Neumann, said in a press re-
lease that Baldwin has “voted for virtually 
the entire Obama agenda, except for when 
it wasn’t liberal enough.” In 1997 Neumann 
spoke before the Christian Coalition saying 
that if a gay person came to his office look-
ing for a job that he would respond by tell-
ing them that being gay is inappropriate, “and 
they wouldn’t be hired, because that would 
mean they are promoting their agenda. The 
gay and lesbian lifestyle [is] unacceptable, 
lest there be any question about that.”

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) President 
Joe Solmonese said in a press release, “Tammy 
Baldwin’s candidacy for the U.S. Senate is mon-
umental for both the state of Wisconsin and the 
country’s LGBT community.”  t

BaLDwin enTerS 
SenaTe raCe

– continued from front page

On August 26, D.C. police officer Kenneth 
Furr is alleged to have stood on the hood of 
a car shooting through the windshield at five 
occupants of that car. Three of the occupants 
were wounded, one critically. Officer Furr 
was off duty at the time and had a .15 blood 
alcohol reading, according to police. 

Judge Ann O’Regan Keary denied 
Officer Furr bond at a hearing on September 
2 in D.C. Superior Court. Judge Keary would 
not allow Officer Furr’s attorney to bring the 
issue of gender up in the hearing, according 
to a report in Metro Weekly.

Two of the victims shot were transgender 
women.

On July 20, 23-year old transwom-
an Lashai McLean was shot and killed in 
the 6100 block of Dix Street in Northeast 
Washington D.C. Eleven days later another 
transwoman was shot at near the same loca-
tion, but escaped injury.

Activists are displeased with MPD han-
dling of crimes against the LGBT communi-
ty. On July 30, two men near the Columbia 
Heights Metro station accosted five wom-
en. The women rebuffed them and told men 
that they were lesbians. One of the men is al-
leged to have made homophobic slurs and 

D.C. Shooting 
Spotlights LGBT 
Concerns

Gansler, Comptroller Peter Franchot, and 
Howard County Executive Ken Ulman—all of 
whom are considered potential Democratic 
candidates for the 2014 gubernatorial race 
and have expressed support for same-sex 
marriage. Governor O’Malley backs a mar-
riage equality bill and has included it as part 
of his 2012 legislative package.

In an email message to donors, mem-
bers of the Equality Maryland board ex-
pressed optimism regarding its future. “After 
announcing in late May that the organization 
was in a serious financial crisis, the five re-
maining board members put a laser-focus on 
rebuilding Equality Maryland into an organi-
zation everyone in Maryland can be proud 
of,” the message said. 

It pointed out that a strategic plan was 
created to help guide the organization. Also, 
a search committee was formed to seek a 
new executive director. 

Equality Maryland’s financial situation 
improved recently. “We are pleased to report 
that we will end August debt-free and with 
enough resources in the bank to meet our 
operating expenses for the next two months. 
We also have a new budget for the remain-
der of the year and a plan in place to contin-
ue that trend,” the message stated. t

[ [Offering Bankruptcy Assistance
HPK will recommend various options that may be 

available to protect your assets

In the courtroom. In the community.  And on your side.       hpklegal.com  |  410. 938.8800
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HPK is a debt relief law fi rm that helps individuals and businesses fi le 
for bankruptcy protection under the Bankruptcy Code.

physically assaulted the women. 
The Washington Post reported that sev-

en police officers refused to take a report 
even as the women continued to be verbally 
assaulted. Three days later the police took a 
report after the mother of one of the victims 
contacted the Gay and Lesbian Liaison Unit.

Police Chief Cathy L. Lanier has been 
criticized by activists for failing to maintain 
an effective relationship with the LGBT com-
munity by disbanding an effective Gay and 
Lesbian Liaison Unit in 2009. t

EQMD Honors 
Gov. O’Malley
In an effort to rebound from a tumultuous 
spring and summer, Equality Maryland held 
a fundraiser at Chevy Chase, Maryland, 
on September 7 to honor several elect-
ed officials in the state. The headliner was 
Governor Martin O’Malley. 

The event was billed as “Celebrate and 
Honor” with the theme being the fight for 
marriage and equality for all LGBT people.

Others being honored included Lt. Gov. 
Anthony Brown, Attorney General Doug 
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Do you take HIV 
HAART meds? 
We could save you $$
Did you know that there are manufacturer 
programs to assist with your co-pays for HIV 
HAART meds*?  It’s true! 

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy has been extremely 
effective in assisting our patients on HIV 
HAART medications lower or even eliminate 
their copays.  Who couldn’t use a few more 
dollars these days?  Call us now!

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy 
410-539-8030

* Medicaid, Medicaid MCO, Medicare, and VA patients 
do not qualify for these manufacturer sponsored patient 
assistance programs.  Mt. Vernon Pharmacy would still 
be happy to assist you with your medication needs.  
Contact us today!
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By reV. MoTher MereDiTh MoiSe
August 2011 proved to be a busy month for 
Empowering New Concepts / Black Men’s 
Exchange (ENC/BMX). The black same gen-
der loving (SGL) collective is in the midst of 
restructuring, reviewing and revising its ser-
vices to Baltimore’s black LGBT/SGL com-
munity. Formerly known as ENC / The Portal, 
ENC and BMX were created as a result of 
a merger of two entities with longstand-
ing commitments in serving black-identified 
communities. The goals remain the same: 
to affirm and empower same gender loving 
men and women of African descent.

Many rumors have swirled around this 
transition in recent months. Tales of intrigue 
as well as backdoor dealing made their way 
around the community much to the cha-
grin of ENC/BMX board president Sylvester 
Beverly. The board of directors decided to 
have a community forum to talk about the ru-
mors and the new direction that ENC/BMX. 
In the following, Mr. Beverly talks about the 
past, present and future of ENC as well as 
the community’s desire for a stable black-
identified LGBT/SGL community center. 

rev. Meredith Moise: why did you 
choose to hold a forum on enC and BMX?

Sylvester Beverly: As the chairman of 
the board of directors, we decided to hold a 
forum because the community needed to be 
informed about the current relationship with 
ENC/BMX .There seemed to have been false 
information circulating throughout the com-
munity and we as the board of directors want-
ed to have an open and honest dialogue. 

MM: what are BMX’s goals in Baltimore?
SB: Our goals and main objective in 

Baltimore is to affirm and educate black 
youth and adult men while providing tools 

for self-determination, community responsi-
bility, self-actualization and the prevention of 
health threats e.g. HIV that occur as a result 
of isolation, substance abuse and other ad-
dictions and mental instability.

MM: is there still a need for black SGL 
spaces?

SB: There is a great need for a safe 
space for black SGL people to affirm and 

achieve self-acceptance, when I was in 
search of a place to go there was the Portal. 

MM: what does the community want 
to see from enC’s relationship with BMX?

SB: What the community can count on 
from BMX is consistency. When the commu-
nity weighed in at the forum held August 16, all 
agreed that there was a need for accountabil-
ity, and an active organization that promoted 
healing, risk-reduction, and self-acceptance, 
implemented with skilled leadership. BMX is 
in a very unique position to do that. Having 
been around since 1989, BMX has a proven 
track record in supporting and affirming the 
black SGL community in places like New York 
and Los Angeles. We believe that our collab-
oration can lead to the healing and restora-
tion of Baltimore’s black SGL communities. t

For more info on bMX (black Men’s 
exchange) go to bMXNational.com.

The Work Continues 
Empowering New Concepts enters new phase of service 

“All agreed that there 
was a need for an 
active organization 
that promoted healing, 
risk-reduction and self-
acceptance.”
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and near!
Annapolis, MD

Maryland  
renaissance 
Festival

MarylandrenaissanceFestival.com

Info/Group Sales:  
1-800-296-7304 (Nationwide)

Local: 410-266-7304 
TDD: 410-573-1509 

No Pets Please  •  No Rainchecks 
No Costume Weapons 

 Tickets Non-refundable

From Baltimore: From I-695 take Exit 4 to I-97 South towards Annapolis.  
Take Exit 5 towards Crownsville. Go to 3rd light and turn right  

onto Crownsville Road. Go 1 1/2 miles to Fair on left.

Saturdays & Sundays 
through October 23

10am - 7pm
Rain or Shine

NOW 
OPEN!
NOW

OPEN!

A full day of Jousting, Feasting,  
Crafts, Theatre, Music and  
Merriment for the whole family.
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By STeVe CharinG
Just as the initial band of 
rain from Hurricane Irene 
was pelting the Howard 
County Library’s Central 
Branch in Columbia, a 
community forum spon-
sored by Gender Rights 
Maryland (GRMD) took 
place on August 27. Some 
two dozen members of 
the transgender communi-
ty from various parts of the 
state, GRMD Board mem-
bers, and others attended 
the event.

While Irene was 
knocking on the door, 
hours away from unleash-
ing her fury, there was no 
evidence of the stormy dialogue that has 
sometimes characterized previous meetings 
among trans-activists, during the two-plus 
hours of the forum. Sharon Brackett, who 

guided the participants through a PowerPoint 
presentation, insisted from the outset that 
the meeting remain “civil,” which it did.

According to the invitation signed by 

GrMD overcomes Storm, holds Community Forum
Group explores legislative strategies to ensure passage of gender identity protections

Gender rights Maryland Board members (from left) Sharon 
Brackett (board chair), Dr. Dana Beyer (executive director) 
and Jonathan Shurberg (legislative commmittee chair)

GRMD board members Brackett, Dr. Dana 
Beyer and Alex Hickox, the purpose of the fo-
rum was “to provide insights and ideas on what 
things should be of concern in a trans rights bill 
this coming year… Our goal is to take your in-
put for consideration in meeting GRMD’s ex-
pressed goal of the passage of a comprehen-
sive gender identity anti‐discrimination bill by 
the end of the 2012 legislative session.”

The most recent attempt to secure pas-
sage of gender identity protections, HB235, 
progressed further than ever before during 
the 2011 General Assembly, having passed 
the requisite committees in the House and 
Senate as well as in a floor vote in the 
House. The bill was re-committed to commit-
tee in the Senate, however, without an up-
and-down floor vote, towards the end of the 
session thereby killing it for the year.

HB 235, which would have protected 
trans-Marylanders from discrimination in em-
ployment, housing and credit, excluded “pub-
lic accommodations” as a political calcula-
tion by the bill’s sponsor, Delegate Joseline 
A. Pena-Melnyk, to help ensure passage. The 
decision to exclude “public accommodations” 
touched off a bitter controversy and divided 
the trans community to the extent that some 
members actually testified against HB235.

In an effort to regroup, several not-
ed trans-activists formed this new organiza-
tion, Gender Rights Maryland (www.gender-
rightsmaryland.org), to carry the fight again 
to the legislature in 2012. Previously, such ef-
forts were led by Equality Maryland (who sup-
ported HB235 that did not contain the “pub-
lic accommodations” provision). Now GRMD 
will take the lead and work cooperatively with 
Equality Maryland. GRMD has been accept-
ed into the Equality Federation.

GRMD is optimistic that 2012 will be suc-
cessful. For one thing, Governor O’Malley 
said, “In the struggle for justice and equali-
ty for all, I’m committed to working with the 
Maryland General Assembly during the next 
legislative session to increase awareness 
and provide even greater protections for 
transgender people.”

In addition, the viral video of the Chrissy 
Lee Polis beating in Rosedale had raised 
awareness among people outside the com-
munity of the need for protections.

Sharon Brackett, in her presentation, dis-
played a variety of definitions of “gender iden-
tity” used in successful legislation in Hawaii, 
Nevada and Connecticut that occurred in 

2011 as potential templates 
for crafting the wording in 
Maryland. “We are seeking 

input from the community,” Brackett noted. 
“Nothing works well in a vacuum.” 

Jonathan Shurberg, an attorney from 
Silver Spring, Md., and the chair of GRMD’s 
legislative committee, pointed out that the 
legislators, not the advocates, will determine 
the language of the bill. “All we can do is pro-
vide education and offer a starting point.” Mr. 
Shurberg led a successful challenge against 
a referendum bid against Montgomery 
County gender identity legislation in 2008.

Brackett added that GRMD can only po-
tentially influence the language in the legisla-
tion, which is written, modified and amended 
by the elected officials. She cautioned that 
the “final language may bear little resem-
blance to what we talk about here today.”

Nonetheless, the forum’s participants 
engaged in a spirited discussion of parsing 
the words that defined “gender identity” that 
were contained not only in the aforemen-
tioned states’ bills but also those of Baltimore 
City and Montgomery County where such 
protections are already on the books. In ad-
dition, the group examined the definition in 
HB 235, as amended by Brian Frosh, chair of 
the Maryland Senate’s Judicial Proceedings 
Committee, during the 2011 session. 

Brackett explained, “No language is fi-
nal. The last approved language is from the 
House bill, and that would be the starting 
point.” It stated, “‘Gender identity’ means a 
gender-related identity or appearance of an 
individual regardless of an individual’s as-
signed sex at birth.”

The unique Nevada legislation was also 
discussed. Passed in May of this year, that 
legislation prohibited discrimination in em-
ployment, housing and public accommoda-
tions based on gender identity or expression 
in three separate bills. Participants ex-
pressed various opinions regarding whether 
or not it would create a greater challenge to 
petitioning for a referendum.

As the hurricane was looming, the dis-
cussion shifted to the need for fundraising 
to fight off a potential referendum should the 
comprehensive bill pass. Senate President 
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller has been deemed 
the key to success and will be a target for 
a paid lobbyist that will require significant 
funds, according to Shurberg. 

Just before the people filed out of the 
room into the waiting arms of Irene, a ques-
tion was asked if Baltimore would be a ven-
ue for a forum. “Other meetings and activ-
ities are being planned around the state in 
the near future,” Brackett indicated. t
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BeyonD The BeLTway

MIT grad student 
tells of abuse in the 
name of a gay cure
Cambridge, Ma – Samuel Brinton is not 
afraid to say he’s gay. That is, not anymore. 
The 23-year-old Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) 
graduate student 
is the son of two 
Southern Baptist 
ministers, and en-
dured years of re-
parative therapy 
designed to “cure” 
him of his homo-
sexuality while liv-
ing in Kansas. 
Sam is used to tell-
ing his story―he speaks often about his ex-
periences in the hopes that others who have 
endured similar struggles will find hope.

On the eve of the Exodus North Atlantic 
Regional Conference―an assembly of reli-
gious activists gathering to “heal the sexual-
ly broken,” to be held at a small fundamen-
talist church in Auburn, New Hampshire from 
Sept. 16 to Sept. 18.―Sam’s story stands in 
contradiction to conservative Christian be-
liefs that it’s possible to “pray away the gay.” 
He says that he is living proof that repara-
tive “therapy” kills people. He is a member of 
Join the Impact – MA, a group of that will be 
protesting the Exodus conference.

Sam was brutalized by his parents and 
his “religious therapist”. He was a pre-teen, 
living with his parents in a conservative re-
ligious mission in Florida, when he said 
something that caused his father to think he 
was gay. His father “punched [him] out cold” 
and he ended up in the ER, the first of sev-
en times in quick succession. At his moth-
er’s suggestion, he found himself in therapy, 
happy to face Bibles on a coffee table rath-
er than his father’s beatings and lying to hos-
pital staff about his injuries. The “religious 
therapist” told Sam he was gay, that all gay 
people have AIDS, and that Sam had AIDS. 
The “therapist” subjected him to burning cold 
from ice, burning heat with copper wires, 
and electric shocks. In various sessions, 

the “therapist” placed blocks of ice on each 
hand or heated copper coils around his wrist 
and showed Sam pictures of two men hold-
ing hands. The “therapist” also placed nee-
dle attached to electrodes in his fingers that 
shocked him when he was shown images of 
two men engaging in sex acts. Sam attempt-
ed suicide several times and did not begin to 
accept himself as Gay until his second year 
of collage at Kansas State University. He be-
came involved politically and was named the 
top LGBT activist in the country last year by 
the Campus Pride organization. He serves 
as national secretary for a progressive fra-
ternity for GBT men, and is studying nuclear 
engineering on an MIT fellowship. “My life is 
heaven,” he says, smiling. “My life is perfect.” 
(bay Windows – Hannah clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

State to retry 
teen accused of 
murdering gay 
classmate
Los angeles, Ca – The prosecutor in the 
murder trial of Brandon McInemey will seek 
a new trial after the jury informed the judge 
it could not 
reach a unan-
imous verdict 
on first-de-
gree, second-
degree and 
m a n s l a u g h -
ter charges. 
M c I n e m e y , 
now 17, is accused of the 2008 shooting 
murder of classmate Lawrence “Larry” King 
in front of his classmates after becoming en-
raged when Larry stood up to those who bul-
lied him and threw taunts back at one of his 
tormentors.. 

The Venura county Star said that sev-
en of the jurors wanted a verdict of volun-
tary manslaughter, and five wanted first de-
gree murder. An anonymous juror said the 
sticking point was McInerney’s age when 
he shot Lawrence “Larry” King. He was 14 
and a budding white supremacist. According 
to defense attorney Scott Wippert, the 
hate crimes charge received no support. 
The defense painted Larry as a lecherous, 
femmy, youngster who preyed on innocent 
McInerney. 

Eliza Byard, executive director of the 
Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN), issued a statement that sums up 
the tragedy of the case and trial. “The mis-
trial declared today is hardly a surprise. This 

was always destined to be a case with lit-
tle resolution and no winners, whatever the 
verdict. The central facts remain the same: 
homophobia killed Larry King and destroyed 
Brandon McInerney’s life, and adults failed 
both young men because of their own inabil-
ity to deal forthrightly and compassionately 
with the multiple challenges they each faced. 
The jury’s indecision is a sad reflection of our 
collective inability to find common ground 
and invest in a better future for all youth and 
a culture of respect for all.” (365Gay.com – 
James Whithers)

Anti-gay fanatics 
protest Charlotte, 
NC pride festival 
Charlotte, nC – While thousands of LGBT 
folks and their friends celebrated Pride in 
Charlotte on August 27, several hundred self-
proclaimed Christians 
gathered to insult and 
intimidate the Pride 
marchers. One fanat-
ic, the Rev. Philip ‘Flip’ 
Benham, was arrested. 

The anti-Pride 
demonstration was or-
ganized by Dr. Michael 
Brown who claims he started his FIRE 
School of Ministry to ‘raise up a holy army of 
uncompromising spirit-filled radicals who will 
shake an entire generation with the gospel of 
Jesus by life or death.’ Many of Brown’s sup-
porters wore red shirts printed with the slo-
gan ‘Repent or Perish.’ Brown and an associ-
ate, Lou Engle, claimed on their website that 
the Charlotte Pride protest will have ‘a ripple 
effect around the nation’ and begin the pro-
cess of turning back LGBT rights. Although 
the police closed the street to traffic to ac-
commodate the Pride celebration, they also 
allowed Brown’s anti-Gay demonstrators to 
approach the Pride marchers. Some report-
ed being harassed and ‘prayed over’ by red-
shirted Christians who refused to comply 
with repeated requests to leave them alone. 

Benham was arrested for violating 
Charlotte’s noise ordinance while reading 
from Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. He said 
the text explains God’s wrath against sin-
ful humanity. It was not Benham’s first run-
in with Charlotte police. He has been arrest-
ed four times since January 2010. In July, he 
was found guilty of stalking after he distribut-
ed hundreds of posters featuring a Charlotte 
doctor’s face and the words, ‘Wanted ... by 
Christ, to Stop Killing Babies.’ His group is 
making plans to protest at the Democratic 

National Convention, which will be held in 
Charlotte next year. (Seattle Gay News – 
Mike andrews at sgn.org)

Vermont inn rejects 
lesbian wedding 
reception
Lyndonville, VT – According to Associated 
Press, the owners of an inn that refused to 
host a same-sex wedding reception say they 
have no policy to discriminate against gay 
or lesbian couples. “We have never refused 
rooms or dining 
or employment to 
gays or lesbians,” 
inn owners Jim and 
Mary O’Reilly said 
in a statement re-
leased in response 
to media inquiries. 
“Many of our guests have been same-sex 
couples. We welcome and treat all people 
with respect and dignity. We do not, howev-
er, feel that we can offer our personal servic-
es wholeheartedly to celebrate the marriage 
between same-sex couples because it goes 
against everything that we as Catholics be-
lieve in.”

The lesbian couple, Kate Baker and 
Ming Linsley, of New York, sued the inn last 
month, saying it violated anti-discrimination 
statutes by refusing to host the event be-
cause they’re gay. The lawsuit, filed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s Vermont 
chapter, said the inn initially expressed inter-
est in hosting the $35,000 reception last fall 
but balked when it became clear there were 
two brides but no groom. Baker and Linsley, 
who live in Brooklyn, said at least two oth-
er same-sex couples also were refused be-
cause of the “no-gay-reception policy” at the 
inn in Lyndonville. 

In their first court filing to answer the 
suit, the inn’s owners insisted that apply-
ing Vermont’s Fair Housing and Public 
Accommodations Act would violate their right 
to free speech and freedom of association 
by forcing them to hold “expressive events.” 
They also said that they were never told about 
the lesbian couple’s request to hold their wed-
ding reception and that the inn’s meeting and 
events director wasn’t authorized to reject re-
quests from same-sex couples. Allen Gilbert, 
executive director of the ACLU chapter said. 
[w]e are confident that the owners’ claim that 
they have a First Amendment right to discrim-
inate will be found meritless by the courts.” 
t (bay Windows and associated Press at 
baywindows.com)

these news notes have been compiled from the on 
line version of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank those publications that have allowed 
us to bring you their news stories. usually the reports 
have been significantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site mentioned following 
the item. comments are strictly the opinions of Jim 
becker and not of Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

Samuel Brinton 

Brandon and Larry

rev. ‘Flip’ Benham
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Baltimore’s moniker, Mobtown, dates from 
the mid nineteenth century when Baltimore 
elections were the scene of violence and 
mayhem. In the 1850’s the battle was large-
ly between the Whigs and the Democrats. 
But the emergence of the American Party, 
also known as the Know-Nothings, grew in 
prominence because of a wave of anti-immi-
grant sentiment. They took a similar view to-
wards Catholics, though not for religious rea-
sons. Their animosity towards Catholics was 
cradled, also, in the notion that Irish workers 
were coming to take their jobs.

“Vote early and often” was a com-
mon practice, although it was discouraged 
with fines up to $40.00, much in the same 
way that adultery is still a punishable of-
fence with a maximum $10.00 fine here in 
Maryland.

The “Rough Skins,” a Baltimore street 
gang active in the Second Ward, today’s 1st 
District, were the perpetrators of much of 
the mayhem. In 1859 Frederick C. Meyers, 
from the 2nd ward testified about what had 

happened at the polls 
during an election 
that was later con-
tested. In particular, 
he was asked if there 
was disorder at the 
polls. His testimony 
explains why there was none.

“At the polls I saw no disorder, but away 
from the polls, gangs of ruffians, or “Rough 
Skins,” prowled bout, three or four togeth-
er, with clubs in their hands, hunting up vot-
ers and taking them to the poll; the Rough 
Skins had complete possession of the polls, 
and there was no disorder there, I mean, 
because there was no opposition made to 
them, under the circumstances, by the op-
posite party.”

 “Cooping” was another common prac-
tice. Cooping involved kidnapping men prior 
to the election and keeping them in “coops.” 
On Election Day, they were taken to various 
polls and forced to vote (early and often) for 
the party ticket of their captors’ choice. The 

kidnapping itself usu-
ally involved copious 

amounts of alcohol, 
with the voter wak-
ing the next morn-
ing among his fel-
low captives. 

For the “Plug 
Uglies,” anoth-
er Baltimore street 
gang, this was a 
common method 
of “getting out the 

vote.” The Washington Star referred to the 
Plug Uglies as a “pestilent and scrofulous a 
brood of scoundrels as hell itself could vomit 
from its vilest crater.”

In 1856 another band of campaign orga-
nizers, the “Rip Raps.” mounted an attack on 
the New Market Fire Company, a stronghold 
of Democrats in Lexington Market. Two peo-
ple were killed and twenty wounded. 

The “Blood Tubs” were allied with the 
Know-Nothing’s in keeping immigrants and 
Catholics away from the polls. The Blood 
Tubs were named after their practice of 
pushing the heads of immigrant voters into 
tubs of bloody water. They are noted for their 
involvement in a plan to kidnap President 
Lincoln on his way through town before his 

Inaugural. 
Anti-immigrant sentiment remains a 

problem in our community. Lack of oppo-
sition at the polls is still a problem here in 
Mobtown, hunting up voters continues to 
be a challenge. Prowling around has been 
replaced with canvassing neighborhoods 
though.

Cooping has been largely replaced by 
the neighborhood “meet and greet,” with a 
much friendlier style. Though this still often 
takes place in taverns, the voters rarely end 
up the next morning in a room full of men 
with hangovers. On the other hand, if they 
do, it was not the result of a political motive.

v  v  v

In the March 25 issue of baltimore 
outloud I reported that Cathy Brennan had 
been responsible for deleting posts and 
blocking people at the Equality Maryland 
Facebook. That report was incorrect. 

It was my error that I ascribed the dele-
tions of those posts to Cathy Brennan. She 
was writing about blocking people from her 
own Facebook as many of us do and ought 
to do. I apologize to the community, in gen-
eral, and to Cathy Brennan, in particular, for 
the error that was wholly mine. t

Rough Skins and Plug Uglies
Election Days in Baltimore’s Past
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Saturday, September 17th,  
Rehoboth Beach, DE  
11 am to 6pm @ Gordon’s Pond  
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Pride Members Free - $7 Admission, 14 & Under Free! Alcohol Served, ID Required! 

Get a VIP Pass $50. Only 25 Passes-Pre-Sale ONLY! Go to delawarePride.org for Details! 

More Details at 
Delawarepride.org 
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eDiToriaL

It’s a safe bet that everybody remem-
bers where they were on the morning of 
September 11, 2001, when word spread that 
planes were flying into buildings in New York 
and Washington, D.C. Two hijacked com-
mercial airliners crashed into the World 
Trade Center, another one hit the Pentagon, 
and a fourth plane 
crashed in a field in 
Shanksville, Pa. as 
passengers bravely 
prevented the it from 
finding another target 
in Washington.

The terrorist 
group al-Qaeda was 
responsible for the 
surprise attacks that 
killed nearly 3,000 ci-
vilians and first responders, wounded many 
more, and shattered the lives of families and 
their loved ones who showed up for work 
on a warm, sunny September morning, only 
never to see the sunshine again.

We were all one community then – not 
gay or straight, rich or poor, young or old, 
black, brown or white – but Americans. We 
bonded like few other times in our nation’s 
history, feeling a special sense of patriotism 
and pride in our country even as we mourn-
ed. We feared what may happen next but 
were determined to not allow the terrorists to 
“win,” that we must go on with our lives. 

Gays and lesbians were among the vic-
tims. At the time, politicians felt uncomfort-
able acknowledging the heroism of gays and 
lesbians both in the air and on the ground, 
but we should pause to remember them now. 

Mark Bingham, 31, was a rugby play-
er from San Francisco. He was part of the 
effort to help thwart the nefarious inten-
tions of the hijackers of United Flight 93 and 
went down with the rest of the passengers in 
Pennsylvania.

Carol Flyzik, 40, was a passenger on 
American Airlines Flight 11, which was the 
first to fly into the World Trade Center. A reg-
istered nurse and a member of the Human 
Rights Campaign, she was survived by her 
partner, Nancy Walsh, of nearly 13 years.

Francis S. Coppola, a New York City de-
tective whose partner, a firefighter named 
Eddie, died in the attacks. “I have never 
been more proud of being an American or a 
New Yorker, but at the same time it has made 
me sad. The greatest country in the world, 
and yet we are treated like second-class cit-
izens.... The great love of my life died doing 

what he did best and what he loved to do: 
helping others.” 

These were just a few members of our 
community who perished that fateful day. 

As we reflect upon the tragedies of ten 
years ago, we can see how much the world 
has changed for us as a community and 

in general. Two days later 
Reverend Jerry Falwell attrib-
uted the attacks in part to les-
bians and gays, he said:

“I really believe that the 
pagans, and the abortionists, 
and the feminists, and the 
gays and the lesbians who are 
actively trying to make that an 
alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, 
People For the American Way 
– all of them who have tried to 

secularize America – I point the finger in their 
face and say ‘you helped this happen.’”

He was wrong. While the LGBT commu-
nity was building a world based on tolerance 
and compassion, the Reverend Falwell and 
his ilk were living with a worldview not unlike 
those that came here to kill us.

Let’s remember those in our community 
who perished that day, www.angelfire.com/
fl3/uraniamanuscripts/sept11.html t

We Reflect on Ten Years Ago 
Remembering 9/11 

In response to Steve Charing’s 
OUTspoken column (“A ‘T Party’ in Our 
Community?” Aug. 26), what about the 
LGB folks who oppose trans rights? 
They exist. Some of them even write for 
baltimore outLoud.

They’re a minority of LGB people, but their 
views are deemed by the majority as being at 
least as acceptable as those of trans people.

The fact is that no state that has ever 
granted marriage equality has then gone 
back to implement rights for trans people to 
make them equal to LGBs. Either there was 
explicitly equal protection in law, effectively 
equal protection due to interpretation of ex-
isting law, or there is no protection now and 
no concrete possibility that there will be pro-
tections in the foreseeable future.

Marriage Equality means Victory for 
LGBT is declared. Everyone (but the T’s) 
goes home to Party Party Party, all objec-

tives having been achieved.
DADT is repealed – so GLBs can serve, 

a great victory for GLBT rights, so we should 
all celebrate, right? OK, T’s cannot, but that’s 
just an inconsequential detail, that will be 
dealt with soon.

Except it doesn’t, does it? Should we be 
criticised for reminding others of that?

I don’t blame anyone who’s sick of hear-
ing it, year after year after year. But they’re 
not as sick as T’s are at being not just left be-
hind, but sniped at by anti-Trans LGBs for the 
last three decades. It wasn’t the right-wing 
religionists who got medical insurance for 
trans people removed in the late 70s, it was 
politically well-connected LGBs.

Zoe Brain
Canberra, Australia

editor’s note: contrary to the writer’s opinion 
there are no writers on the staff of Baltimore 
oUtloUd who oppose trans rights. Zoe brain 
is a respected person in the international 
transgender community. However, on this is-
sue, she is clearly mistaken.

A ‘T Party’ in 
Our Community?

reaDer FeeDBaCK

I have often marveled 
at the ability of conser-
vative activists to raise 
serious money for their 
causes. Millions of dol-
lars annually go to con-
servative political cam-
paigns, think tanks, 
institutions, media, 
ad nausea. Fox News and her spin offs are 
the tip of the iceberg. In addition to the mega 
money given to right wing organizations, GOP 
candidates are raking the dough. Most no-
tably, Former Massachusetts governor Mitt 
Romney raised $1 million in a day. Former 
Alaska governor, Sarah Palin, has her own 
political action committee, and may even an-
nounce a run for the presidency soon. The top 
candidates are adept at raising money. 

A lot of this money comes from conserva-
tive, fundamentalist churches and religious 
– based groups. Fueled by theology, which 
uplifts some and denigrates others, these 
groups provide a robust constituency for do-
nations and fundraising. Although we pride 
ourselves separation of church and state, 
the churches have unprecedented sway of 
American politics and related landscapes. 
For those of us who are on the progressive 

side of the spec-
trum, we should 
know that this fi-
nancial influence 
does have a cost. 
As various church-
es bankroll cam-
paigns curtailing 
the right to choose 

and the right to marry, we must acknowledge 
that this influence may have an adverse ef-
fect on our movement.

In the fight for marriage equality and trans 
protections, various right wing groups, fueled 
by church money and staff, have staked their 
claim. Working around the nation in support 
of conservative “values,” these right wing 
activists have defeated equality measures. 
Donations from many conservative religious 
groups flooded states where marriage equal-
ity and pro equality legislation appeared on 
the ballot. The money trail is often a dubi-
ous maze of various foundations, pastors, 

preachers, churches, temples and founda-
tions. Within the mazes lie lists of GOP affili-
ates, cohorts and elected officials. These or-
ganizations are truly a force to be reckoned 
with, but also, a force at the whim of chang-
ing winds.

Unity is a must for progressives. 
Although the budgets of our largest orga-
nization may not hold candle with the gi-
ant right wing foundations, our strength lies 
in being unified. Sharing staff and resourc-
es when appropriate is a key to achieving 
our goals of equality and greater freedom. 
Using our resources wisely and working 
smarter will allow us to take advantage of 
the changing winds of the nation. Recent 
polls suggest that a majority of Americans 
support some sort of relationship and non-
discrimination protections. Capitalizing on 
the nation feel, progressives should seize 
the moment. t

The Dangers of a Convenient Enemy 
Part 2   Watch the trail... of money that is!

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Fueled by theology, 
which uplifts some 
and denigrates others, 
these groups provide 
a robust constituency 
for donations and 
fundraising.

ThinKinG oUT LoUD
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Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Showdown

I have hairs growing on my chin that my girl-
friend threatens to pluck when I am not pay-
ing attention. Apparently, these stray hairs 
bother her. They also bother my mother, 
because “women aren’t supposed to have 
beards.” And yet, I am a woman, and I have 
facial hair. 

My chin hairs offend the standard of 
Beauty imposed upon all women in this 
country. This mythical standard has been 
used for centuries to control women, telling 
us how we must appear in order to be valued 
as women – and humans. All women suf-
fer from the Beauty Myth, and any woman – 
straight or gay – who doesn’t perform femi-
ninity has somehow failed as a woman.

Women of trans experience also suffer 
from the Beauty Myth. A recent New York 
times article widely circulated on Facebook 
introduced us to Zaira Quispe, a transwoman 
who spend thousands of dollars for silicone 
injections to give her a “womanly” figure. 
Although the treatment temporarily gave her 
the desired effect, Ms. Quispe now spends 
her days indoors, avoiding the strange looks 
she otherwise would receive because of the 
disfiguring effects of loose silicone in her 
body. The times did a similar piece in 2009 
featuring Fiordaliza Pichardo, a nontrans 
Latina who died from silicone injections ob-
tained in the quest for a more voluptuous 
figure.

Women are literally willing to die to at-
tain what society says is Beautiful. Women 
starve themselves, take appetite suppres-
sants or worse, and exercise to the point of 
exhaustion to achieve the highly valued sta-
tus of thin. Women seek plastic surgery for 
breast enhancements to give them a figure 
to attract a man. Women spend countless 
thousands of dollars on cosmetics, clothes 
and high heels, all to achieve some stan-
dard of Beauty. As some transwomen seek 
validation from others as a “woman,” it is no 
wonder that they too fall prey to the tricks of 
a misogynistic society and what it says is 
“good enough,” “sexy enough” and “woman 
enough.”

The idea of “woman” is rooted in many 
things; on the appearance front, it is most-
ly rooted in is gender stereotypes. These 
gender stereotypes are killing women, in-

cluding transwomen. Like their nontrans sis-
ters, society sells transwomen a bill of goods 
they must buy to achieve some standard of 
femininity in order to “be a woman” and “be 
Beautiful.” We’ve also been told that this stan-
dard of femininity is “natural” – and of course, 
this is false. Would you need to spend thou-
sands of dollars to achieve Beauty if it oc-
curred “naturally”? 

The Women’s Liberation Movement 
taught us that women aren’t actually 
meant to be hairless, skinny, pretty ponies. 
Indeed, one of the victories of the Women’s 
Liberation Movement was to change the 
conversation from things that do not matter 
– one’s appearance – to things that do mat-
ter, such as a woman’s ability to think, rea-
son and contribute to meaningful dialogue 
about the world around us. Sadly, we now 
see young women – including transwomen – 
reject this lesson of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement and take massive risks with their 
health and their lives to appear more femi-
nine, all in the name of Beauty. Baltimore is 
not immune to these pressures, with trans-
women actively seeking out pumpers so 
that they too can enjoy the illegal silicone 
injections that have permanently disfigured 
Ms. Quispe. In May, Aeon Farr, a lovely lo-
cal woman of trans experience with a signif-
icant Internet presence, posed a question to 
the TransYouthChannel on YouTube about 
silicone enhancements: “I haven’t gotten 
any work done, I have been playing with the 
idea… of silicone injections… to enhance 
the shape that I already have, give me more 
breasts, and give me what I feel is a more 
passable look,” she said. “I’m at peace with 
my body but there are just some things that 
I feel could be improved.”

As women, we are never “at peace with 
our bodies” because we are taught from an 
early age that our bodies are imperfect, and 
that we must “do something” – eat a cer-
tain way, wear certain clothes, apply certain 
makeup – to make ourselves beautiful.

“Beautiful” is a trick – a mean, nasty, 
hateful trick that has caused countless num-
bers of women endless hours of self-loath-
ing and anxiety. As a woman and as a moth-
er of a son and a daughter, it pains me to see 
young transwomen join their nontrans sisters 
in contemplating courses of action that are 
not only unnecessary, but could actually kill 
them.

The GLBT Movement places a heavy 
emphasis on appearance and image. As a 
GLBT community, we have to do better if we 
want to change this harmful conversation. 
Your mother was right – what makes you 
beautiful is who you are on the inside. And I 
remind my mother of that when she tells me 
to pluck my beard. t

Made this Way

Celebrate 25 Years of Service with Vernon

Triple L/Leon’s 
227 W. Chase St. Baltimore 870 Park Ave. 

410.539.4850 • 410.539.4993 

Oldest Gay Bar In Baltimore 
TueSdAy: Male Review 8:30 PM 

WedneSdAy: Bear Happy Hour 
4-10 PM drink Specials 

THuRSdAy: Karaoke 8 Pm. To Midnight 

VoTed BeST HAPPy HouR In ToWn 
Happy Hour Monday Thru Sunday 4-10 Pm
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TOMMIE MATTOX
Dog Walker & Pet Services

 » Insured and Bonded 

 »  Daily dog walks/cat and small 
pet care

 »  Overnight pet sitting in your 
pet’s home

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 443.422.DOGS
TM@TommiesTailWaggers.com

TommiesTailWaggers.com

I started in fitness 15 years ago as a martial 
arts instructor and then moved into coach-
ing gymnastics, and finally into personal 
training. I have seen and heard many cra-
zy ideas on how to lose weight or get in 
shape. I currently work as the assistant per-
sonal training department head at Lifetime 
Fitness in Columbia, Maryland. Even here 
I see and hear some interesting “theories” 
on Fitness from our members and guests. 
My goal is to help lay some myths to rest 
to help you achieve success on your fitness 
journey.

I want to discuss the “I’ll just do some 
cardio” myth, the concept that if I just run or 
get on an elliptical machine or a bike I will 
lose weight and get in shape. 

Sorry to tell you but this is false! I see 
this everyday; people killing themselves out-
doors or on equipment with the mistaken be-
lief that now they’re okay. Okay, to eat what-
ever they want, okay enough to not strength 
train and okay enough to avoid seeing a doc-
tor. Folks will try this month after month and 
their body never changes.

They believe that because they nev-
er see a fat runner they’ll just run and be 
skinny! Then what happens? They pick a 
machine and 90% of cardio equipment out 
there has a chart on it that displays a mys-
tical Fat Burning Zone. It implies that at 65-
70% of their heart rate maximum they are 
burning only fat and that everyone in a giv-
en age group’s body operates exactly the 
same. Meaning – if we take two 35 year-old 
men, one is obese (upwards of 30% body 
fat) a smoker and completely sedentary, 
and the other has an optimal level of body 
fat (17% and below) is an avid weight lift-
er, eats right and doesn’t smoke that their 
bodies respond exactly the same to exer-
cise – false! 

Is there such a thing as a fat burning 
zone? The answer is, “Sort of.” Every human 
being has five Heart Rate Training Zones! 
And in each zone the body is doing some-
thing a little different. 

I’ll break down the zones: zone 1 is where 
our body is using the most amount of fat as 
a fuel source it is also using carbohydrates. 
The only dilemma is that in zone 1 our inten-
sity is generally low. Even though we are us-
ing fat, it’s not very much. zone 1 is generally 
where we would do our warm-up or cool-
down. Our heart rate is creeping upwards. 

In zone 2 we are picking up the intensi-
ty and still burning fat and carbs. Here we 
are starting to sweat a little, we feel a lit-
tle burn in our muscles and we can feel our 
HR rising. 

Zone 3 is our last stop for burning fat. 
Here we are working harder but we can still 
talk. It’s not super easy to have a full con-
versation but we can do it. If we are having 
trouble talking or are no longer able to talk, 
then we have crossed the line and ventured 
into zone 4. 

In zone 4, all fat burning stops. Here we 
are only burning carbohydrates, and when 
we run out of carbs our body switches to 
burning protein and that protein comes di-
rectly from muscle. Here our heart is really 
pounding; we know we are working hard. You 
may burn a lot of calories here but they are 
all from carbs. 

After that is zone 5. Most people cannot 
maintain zone 5 for more than 5-20 seconds. 
It is for fast bursts of High Intensity exercise. 
If you spend too much time in zones 4 or 5 
you will not burn any fat and your body will 
change very little if at all!

Unfortunately, most people either spend 
too much time training in either too high of a 
HR zone or too low of an HR zone. When we 
do this we end up with either slow results or 
no results, this is when we get frustrated and 
quit. I don’t want this for you.

Understand that to lose weight we must 
spend time in zones 2 and 3 and to strength-
en our lungs and heart we must spend some 
time in zone 4. Not to mention balancing our 
cardio exercises with strength training and 
proper nutrition. 

I highly recommend interval training 
where you will spend the majority of your 
workout in the lower zones and short bursts 
in the higher ones. If you utilize a gym or a 
trainer, make sure that he or she under-
stands these concepts! 

For more information feel free to reach 
out to me and we can go over this even fur-
ther! Thank you and remember we want to 
train smarter and not just harder! t

Joshua H. buchbinder is assistant per-
sonal training department head – columbia 
Level 5 trainer b.S., NaSM – cPt, ceS 
acSM/NcPad – ciFt at Life time Fitness, 
columbia, 7220 Lee deForest drive 
columbia, Md 21046; 410-953-0022 x217; 
jbuchbinder@lifetimefitness.com

Exercise 
Smarter 

Not Just Harder

WOWWHAT A DEAL!

$50 A MONTH
for the first 6 months when you join!*

*Offer expires Sept. 30, 2011.  Certain restrictions apply.

www.meadowmill.com • 410.235.7000

Life
for

Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
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heaLTh anD weLLneSS

Condom 
Equality
Dear Dr. Eva,

I recently discovered “female condoms” 
and was wondering if they are as effective 
as “male” condoms at reducing the risk of 
STDs? Can they be used for anal sex? If so 
– is there a risk of them getting lost? (Yikes!) 
If you have a particularly aggressive partner, 
I’d be worried about losing the condom... 
Aren’t they – in effect – magnum size con-
doms with wider ends? And why are they so 
expensive? Is this just another option or am I 
missing the picture?

Equal Opportunity

Dear Equal,
After a slow start when they were first in-

troduced, female condoms, sold under sev-
eral brand names (Reality FC2 is the mar-
ket leader) are becoming more widely used 
by both straight and gay couples to prevent 
STDs from vaginal and anal intercourse, as 
well as by straight couples to prevent preg-
nancy. They can be purchased in condom 
sale areas of pharmacies and large grocer-
ies, or on line (search “buy female condom.”)

The female condom is a thin, flexible 
plastic tube 7 inches long, with a small re-
movable ring at the base and a 3-inch non-
removable ring at the opening, which sits 
outside the vagina or anus. This outer ring, 
which is too large to accidentally push in-
side, is the reason the female condom can-
not “get lost”. Female condoms are made of 
nitrile, a synthetic material that resembles 
latex. Checked on-line, the price of female 
condoms is $1.80 to $2.50 each. No pre-
scription is needed. Although some studies 
have shown it may be safe to wash and re-
use them, female condoms are not approved 
to be re-used. With average use, they are 
80% effective in preventing pregnancy (not 
quite as good as male condoms.)

Most male condoms are made of latex 
rubber. (Some are made of lambskin and 
some are polyurethane.) The nitrile materi-
al of the female condom is both thinner and 
stronger than latex, so it is less likely to rip or 

tear. Nitrile is safe for people with latex aller-
gies. Because the female condom sits loose-
ly in the vagina or rectum rather than fitting 
snugly like a male condom, the penis should 
be inserted using the hand (of either partner) 
to make sure the penis sits inside the con-
dom rather than alongside it. Male and fe-
male condoms should not be used togeth-
er: friction between the two can cause one 
or both to tear.

Female condoms are effective in pre-
venting sexually transmitted infections like 
HIV, hepatitis B, gonorrhea, and Chlamydia. 
Because they cover the receiving part-
ner’s external genitals (the labia or the skin 
around the anus) female condoms are a lit-
tle more effective than male condoms in pre-
venting infections that are transmitted via 
skin contact rather than through semen. 
Examples of skin-contact transmitted STD’s 
include syphilis, herpes and HPV, the virus 
that causes warts and cervical cancer.

People can feel awkward using the female 
condom at first. It usually takes a few tries to 
get comfortable inserting it. Because it can be 
put in as much as 8 hours before intercourse, 
there is no need to interrupt sex. Unlike latex 
male condoms, any type of lubricant, whether 
water, silicone or oil based, is safe to use with 
female condoms. Using lubricant placed both 
on the inside and outside of the condom, is im-
portant with female condoms: if not enough 
is used, the condom may slip in and out dur-
ing sex and can make crackling sounds, which 
can be distracting. The current condoms are 
much less “noisy” than the original ones made 
of polyurethane were – the switch from poly-
urethane to nitrile was made in 2006, so if you 
tried one and didn’t like it before 2006, try a 
new one and see what you think now.

As you suggested, the condom can slip 
out with vigorous sex, particularly if the re-
ceiving partner is on top. If this happens, 
the condom should be immediately removed 
and a new one put in. Unlike the male con-
dom, use of the female condom does not re-
quire a fully erect penis, so it’s not necessary 
for the inserting partner to pull out immedi-
ately after ejaculation.

Female condoms are not FDA approved 
for anal sex, although they are often used 
and are recommended by clinicians, espe-
cially to prevent HIV in couples who don’t 
use male condoms. There can be more slip-
ping, discomfort, and rectal bleeding when 
the female condom rather than the male 
condom is used for anal intercourse. t

dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 
chase brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email at 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh
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 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America

FaiTh

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

By MarK paTro
Marriage and civil unions are just different 
terms for the same thing, right? No. If we 
were talking in terms of literary semantics 
these closely related terms would be inter-
changeable in common conversation. After 
all, dogs and cats are both domestic pets. 
Apples and oranges are both popular fruits. 
But as we know, a cat is not a dog and an 
apple is not an orange. The plain and simple 
fact is that a civil union is not a marriage and 
does not work the same way in practice as it 
does in semantic discourse.

Vermont made civil unions available to 
same-sex couples in 1999. And by 2007, leg-
islators were convinced that civil unions, in a 
legal sense, were not working the same as 
marriages. By 2009, the Vermont legislature 
had passed a marriage equality law includ-
ing same-sex couples. 

New Jersey first passed a domestic part-
nership law in 2003, and then passed a civ-
il unions law in 2006. Some in New Jersey 
are now trying to pass a same-sex inclu-
sive marriage bill because many there real-
ize the shortcoming of civil unions. Health 
care insurance companies recognize mar-
ried people and civil unioned people differ-
ently. These companies require the comple-
tion of different forms by civil unioned people 
and married people. 

It is generally assumed that two people 
living together that are not defined as mar-
ried have separate insurance policies. If 
CUs were equal to marriage, this assump-
tion would not be made. This assumption 
causes far more bureaucratic confusion than 
we know. It doesn’t affect us. We don’t pay 
attention to the details of the lives of others. 
We have too many of our own details to dwell 
on. The cultural problem is that a civil union 
has to be explained and does not get the 
same respect as marriage.

There are too many circumstances to 
go into here in a thorough way, but some of 
them include the denial of a Social Security 
survivor’s benefit, the denial of unpaid leave 
to care for an ill spouse under the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, the right not to testify 
against one’s spouse, the ability to file a joint 
tax return, the right to petition for a spouse to 
emigrate to the U.S. and the right to file joint 
bankruptcy, to name a few important ones. 

Marriage is both a cultural term and a re-
ligious rite. Marriage has existed since long 
before the church. Gay and lesbian people 
and their relationships also existed long be-
fore the church. So, essentially the Biblical 

concept that most folks point out was an evo-
lutionary step along the way. This article’s fo-
cus, however, is the idea of how the union 
of two people is written into federal and 
Maryland state law. The technicality here is 
that we are talking about the legal use of a 
word and how it is defined 
and used in the state 
of Maryland in civ-
il circumstances. 

This is not 
a religious 
conversation. 
When SB116 
was presented 
to the Maryland 
Senate Judicial 
P r o c e e d i n g 
Committee, it was 
titled the “Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Act.” And in 
Section 2 of the body of the bill, it reads “…
an official of a religious institution or body 
authorized to solemnize marriages may not 
be required to solemnize any marriage in 
violation of the right to free exercise of re-
ligion guaranteed by the First Amendment 
to the United States Constitution and by the 
Maryland Declaration of Rights.” Any reli-
gious argument against the use of the word 
marriage to define this relationship in civil 
law is in my opinion, a waste of time.

So, the discussion of civil union vs. mar-
riage as a description of same-sex legal 
unions becomes a cultural exercise in se-
mantics, right? Yes, if we were limiting this 
conversation to the literary implications of 
these two terms, the discourse that is taking 
place in the blogosphere and in other me-
dia does have a literary and cultural focus. 
Since this conversation for the legislators 
waging this effort is based on the technical 
meaning of the word marriage in civil law, the 
point here is that we define one term that in-
cludes everyone. To include everyone limits 
the possibility for future discrimination. 

There is a long history in this country and 
around the world of privileged people trying 
to limit the access of those not similarly priv-
ileged. We know the often cited examples 
of women sitting in the back of the church 
and blacks being forced to use separate wa-
ter fountains. There are folks out there that 
would say the civil rights of gay and lesbi-
an people are not the same and the civ-
il rights of African American people. They 
would insist that I use some other analogy. 
But, I would point out, that when two sepa-

rate school systems were setup and defined 
as equal, the United States Supreme Court 
found this to be unconstitutional. 

So, the similarity here has nothing to do 
with race or sexual orientation. I am not say-

ing sexual orientation and 
race are equal. They 

are not. That di-
gression is an 

attempt you 
guide you 
away from 
the point. 
P l e a s e 
c a r e f u l -
ly think 
a b o u t 

how oth-
ers are at-

tempting to di-
vert your attention 

with your emotions. Their attempts to divert 
you are not always warranted. 

So, the reason marriage and civil unions 
cannot and will never be equal is because of 
the simple fact that even if we passed a law 
today saying “the meaning of the term civ-
il union is equal to the term marriage,” those 

two terms will evolve in different directions 
as time moves forward. All laws are dynamic 
and have a life and a trajectory of their own. 
As always, if two things are compared, there 
will be those who support and embrace one 
of them and there are those who will resent 
and work against one of them. Look at any 
religious institution that is currently discuss-
ing the inclusion of LGBTQ people and you 
will recognize that my point has been made.

There are many things going on here. 
Some of us focus on semantics. Some of us 
are aware that including same-sex couples 
into the definition of marriage will definitely 
alter the cultural perception of what marriage 
is. This is where the tension lives. Some of 
us see that inclusion as positive thing and 
still others see it as negative. These positive 
and negative views existed when we as a 
nation were struggling with women’s right to 
vote, the civil rights legislation of the 1960s, 
and now we struggle with it in relation to the 
inclusion of same-sex couples within the def-
inition of marriage. 

There is one thing to remember: We have 
never regressed as a nation by the inclusion 
and assimilation of anyone. We do in fact 
hurt ourselves, our churches, our schools, 
our families and our nation when we “other-
ize” people with the intention of holding them 
down. Words matter. t

Why Marriage and Not Civil Unions?
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

SEPTEMBER 11
“Ethical Humanism and

Terror – 9/11 Ten Years Later”

SEPTEMBER 18
“Homelessness and Alienation”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts,  
open minds, and open doors. Being a lesbian, gay,  

bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Grace Church will host the quarterly meeting of BWARM, 
Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling Methodists, on 
Saturday, September 10 from 9:30 a. m. to noon. We will 
begin with coffee and refreshments, followed by worship 
in the sanctuary. The preacher will be the Reverend Amy 
Peed McCullough, senior pastor at Grace. Discussion 
will follow. Join us for all or part of the morning activities.

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraCeUnitedMethodist.orG

All Are Welcome!
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AT THE
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We're Setting 
the Stage!

For Tickets 410-547-SEAT

OcTObEr 15

DEcEmbEr 7 DEcEmbEr 17 & 18

OcTObEr 21

DEcEmbEr 21

OcTObEr 22

DEcEmbEr 22

DEcEmbEr 2 & 3

starring 
Elizabeth Futral & Eric Margiore

featuring 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Steven White 
& Directed by Crystal Manich

Sung in Italian with English surtitles

La Traviata
v e r d i ’ s

artistic director james harp

Tony BenneTT

Amy GrAnT & Vince GiLL 
12 DAys of chrisTmAs

John WATers 
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The irish Tenors 
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Full Season Flex Plans modellpac.com  |  Groups Save! 410.900.1156
110 W. Mount Royal Ave., Baltimore, MD 21201  |  Box Office (M-F) 10a -4p  |  Audience Services: 410.900.1150

NOvEmbEr 4 & 6
ON SALE NOW!

OcTObEr 8 & 9
ON SALE NOW!

3 Performances Only!

Modell_Lyric_JT_Mag_Ad-Sept11.indd   1 9/2/11   5:11:09 PM
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LiVeLy arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

and gainfully employed Hector (Vincent Laresca), has or-
ganized a homecoming party. Michael (Harmony Santana, 
making an impressive film debut), Enrique’s teenaged son, 
is also there, but doesn’t plan to stick around for long at 
the party.

In fact, once out the door, Michael transforms into 
Vanessa, and takes the stage to perform at a poetry slam. 
After her performance, Vanessa is hit on by Chris (Tyrone 
Brown) and respectfully finds a way to let him know that she 
is transgender. The scene has a raw honesty and is intensely 
intimate. To her surprise, Chris is undeterred. Before enter-
ing her parents’ apartment, however, Vanessa reverts back 
to Michael.

The lives of the father and son are juxtaposed. Enrique 
meets with his parole office and vows not to go back to pris-
on. Michael is harassed by classmates in the school locker-
room. Enrique gets a job working in the kitchen of a restau-
rant. Michael hangs out with his friends and shows no interest 
in attending sporting events with Enrique. Eventually, they 
come to blows. When Enrique tells Michael that he “didn’t 
raise you to be like this,” Michael responds, “you didn’t raise 
me,” which is true considering that Enrique spent so much 
time behind bars.  

Determined to continue her transition Vanessa begins 
taking shots and treatments at the home of another trans-
gender woman. Angie, meanwhile, continues to see Hector, 
a fact of which Enrique is aware.

In one of the film’s most remarkable scenes, Vanessa 
dresses for her date with Chris. The attention to detail, in-
cluding forearm and chest shaving, tucking, dressing, hair, 

make-up, press-
on nails and even 
the addition of 
hip-padding, is in-
credible. But the 
date has a trag-
ic quality, as it is 
clear that Chris’s 
comfort level is 
being tested. As if 
the night couldn’t 
get any worse, 
Enrique is waiting 
up for Michael. 
When he returns 
home with trac-
es of Vanessa, an 
enraged Enrique 
drags him into the 
bathroom where 
he proceeds to 
cut off most of his 
hair.

At this point, 
the tension is 
rapidly mounting. 

Distracted by Michael as well as Angie’s infidelity, Enrique 
quits his job. Soon he his back to his old ways, getting a gun 
and threatening Hector. Vanessa wants more than sex from 
the relationship with Chris, a date at a restaurant ends bad-

angela and enrique  photo: Mykwain Gainey

ly when Vanessa is taunted on the street, and Chris doesn’t 
defend her. At a parent /teacher conference, Enrique is em-
barrassed to learn about Michael’s behavior at school, some-
thing that Angie had been keeping from him. Angie, who sup-
ports and approves of Michael transition, knew that Enrique 
wouldn’t.

Ultimately, Enrique’s final two acts of desperation (one 

of which includes taking Michael to a prostitute) backfire 
on him. Michael, meanwhile, has temporarily run away to 
Hector’s, a place that both he and Angie know is safe for him. 
In the film’s finale, both Michael and Enrique head for home 
and reconciliation, but only one of them will reach their desti-
nation. Gun Hill Road is an explosive film fueled by Harmony 
Santana’s riveting performance. t

Michael and Magdelena  photo: Mykwain Gainey

GUn hiLL roaD
– continued from front page

In one of the film’s most 
remarkable scenes, Vanessa 

dresses for her date with 
Chris. The attention to detail, 
including forearm and chest 
shaving, tucking, dressing, 

hair, make-up, press-on nails 
and even the addition of hip-

padding, is incredible.
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By GreGG Shapiro
According to Andy Bell of Erasure, “there was quite a lot” 
going on in the four years between the release of the duo’s 
2007 Light at the end of the World album and their new one 
tomorrow’s World (Mute). “In between,” Bell released his 
second solo disc, 2010’s Non-Stop and promoted it “a little 
bit,” while Vince (Clark) “was building his stu-
dio in Maine and getting it all finished and the 
synthesizers installed.” But the wait is over and 
tomorrow’s World, produced by rising elec-
tronic musician/producer Frankmusic, has ar-
rived and is sure to please the duo’s many fans. 
Fighting a cold, Andy soldiered on for this inter-
view, which took place in late August 2011. 

Gregg Shapiro: The “world” figures in 
the titles of 2007’s Light at the End of the 
World and the new Tomorrow’s World disc. 
Does that have particular meaning to you?

Andy Bell: We were trying to think of a title for the record 
and then Vince came up with tomorrow’s World, without re-
ally thinking that the last one had the word “World” in the ti-
tle as well. It sort of ties them both in really. I think that this 
one is much more optimistic and real sounding than “Light at 
the End of the World.” That album was more throwaway, old 
style Erasure. With the last one, we threw the idea down on 
the floor and with this one we were thinking about it much 
more seriously. But Vince says he’s very optimistic about the 
way things are turning out. It seems that the world is getting 
smaller and smaller and we’re having these huge weather 
patterns going around all over the place. We’re all becoming 
one community. We’re learning how to care about each other 
by our own suffering. We’re all morphing into these lab creat-
ed people with fake hearts and skin and eyes. We’re creating 
our own versions of ourselves. 

GS: That truly sounds like tomorrow’s world. not to 
belabor the subject, but the phrase “be with you” ap-
pears in both the song of the same name as well as 
“what will i Say when you’re Gone?” what do you think 
is the significance of that?

aB: I think it’s probably because I’ve been working so 
much and I’m on the cusp of a burgeoning new relationship. 
“Be with you” is the essence of [laughs] wanting to be all the 
time with the person [laughs].

GS: how long have you been together?
aB: One year.
GS: you still have that nice fresh bloom on the 

relationship.
aB: Oh, it’s lovely.
GS: you and Vince co-produced preceding erasure 

discs such as Light at the End of the World and Nightbird, 
but on Tomorrow’s World, you worked with producer 
Frankmusic. what was the reason for that?

aB: I think it was about time. I think it was good for us to 
hand over, to relinquish our control, in order to see what can 
happen. I think it’s been very healthy and Frank has done an 
amazing job. His musicality in the studio was really inspiring 

for me. I think it works out in the best possible way. 
GS: Did one of you bring Frankmusic aboard or was 

it a mutual decision?
aB: He was our first choice. I have this fan, well she’s 

not just a fan, she’s more of an advisor. She was the one 
who said, “Please use Frankmusic; he’s going to be brilliant.” 
She seems to have an instinctive feeling about these things. 
I went with her feeling, as well. In the end, the record com-
pany was over the moon about how it turned out. They were 

saying that we made the right choice. So it’s nice when 
things work out. 

GS: Do you think there is one place more than 
the others in which Frankmusic’s handiwork is 
most evident on the album?

aB: Yes, I would say on the single “When I Start 
To (Break It All Down)”, which was originally a beau-
tiful ballad, but he made it into much more of an ELO 
(Electric Light Orchestra) type of song. And “A Whole 
Lot of Love Run Riot,” which is one of my favorites be-
cause it’s so clubby and disco and kind of Euro. Frank 

made it that way.
GS: i’m so glad that you mentioned “when i Start To 

(Break it all Down).” i love the drama of the song, but it’s 
not the kind of single one might expect from erasure. 
why was that song chosen?

aB: Originally, we were going to go with “You’ve Got To 
Save Me Right Now,” which we were performing live. And 
we do quite like it. I suppose it’s the most Erasure-sounding 
song on the record, which we didn’t realize at the time. 
“When I Start To (Break It All Down)” was the last track we 
working on in the studio with Frank. He was referencing ELO 
on YouTube, and all of a sudden this just came out of no-
where. It’s what happens quite often when you’re making a 
record. The outsider comes up on the outside of the race. 
That’s what happened.

GS: in “i Lose Myself” you sing “i’m not concerned 
about the bitch i’ve been.” it’s hard to imagine that’s the 
case, being the nice fellow that you are, but have you 
had to be a bitch to some people?

aB: I think what I mean is feeling the bitch inside and 
suppressing the bitch and not letting the bitch out, which isn’t 
very healthy [laughs].

GS: 2011 also brought the expanded anniversary 
edition of wonderland, as well as expanded reissue of 
The Circus – how did it feel to revisit the material for the 
reissues? 

aB: It was strange in some ways. When you hear your-
self, especially on “Wonderland,” and I can hear my naïve-
te completely. I always had such faith in my voice. I thought 
I was as good as Elvis Presley and then I hear my voice on 
that and I think, “Jesus, how could you have ever thought 
that?” That’s just the folly of youth [laughs]. And at the same 
time I got to work with one of my heroes, Vince, and made 
a song such as “Oh, L’Amour,” which has endured. And then 
you hear songs such as “Push Me, Shove Me,” which we’re 
doing live now, and you think, “Oh my God, this really sounds 
fresh. It stands the test of time.” It’s a weird thing to get your 
head around 

GS: Can you believe it’s been 25 years?

Andy’s ‘World’

LiVeLy arTS // PERSONALITIES

aB: No, I can’t! It’s funny, when you see young fans who 
weren’t even born when they came out hardly, and they’re 
holding the collection like it’s their first record or something, 
it’s so weird. It’s nice to have the reissues, it’s really amazing.

GS: as one of the most influential artists in the elec-
tronic music realm, what do you think of the current crop 
of practitioners?

aB: There’s lots of people that I like. I hear snippets of 
things. I love Royksopp. I love Robyn and MGMT. I was doing 
an interview and somebody asked me if I’d heard the band 
Hurts because they sound like Erasure. I said they look kind 
of pretty, the boys (band-members) do. People always say 
things sound like us, but I think it has more to do with the mu-
sic than the singing.

GS: well, there’s only one andy Bell.
aB: Yeah, there’s only one me! That’s it! And there’s only 

one Vince, as well. It’s very hard to have that combination, 
that rare combination. t

AN INTERVIEW WITH ANDY BELL OF ERASURE

Tona Brown

in Memoriam – remembering 
an american Tragedy is a con-
cert benefiting Families of 9/11.  This 
free-will offering event will occur on the 
ten year anniversary of the attacks on 
the Twin Towers and the Pentagon, 3 
p.m., Sunday, September 11th, at St. 
Joseph’s Monastery Church, 3801 Old 
Frederick Road in historic Irvington, 
Maryland.



BaLTiMore oUTLoUD  SEPTEMBER 9, 2011  •  baLtiMoReoutLoud.coM q  19 

LiVeLy arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCK DUnCan
When I was a kid back in the early 1970s, I vividly remember 
the abc Movie of the Week and the string of horror movies 
the network aired, including such gems as the Night Stalker 
(which gave birth to the cult favorite TV series), Moon of the 
Wolf, trilogy of terror and the Stranger Within. One of those 
movies of the week is now getting the big screen remake 
treatment, but with a greatly altered plot.

don’t be afraid of the dark stars Katie Holmes and Guy 
Pearce as an unmarried couple, an architect and interior de-
signer, who have recently purchased a spooky old mansion, 
formerly owned by an artist with a mysterious past, with the 
hopes of renovating it for the cover of architectural digest. 
Out of the blue, Alex’s daughter Sally is pretty much dumped 
on the doorstep by his ex-wife. Conflicts arise between Sally 
and Alex’s girlfriend Kim, and they believe Sally is acting out 
her dislike of Kim and her new living situation when strange 
things begin to take place. Unfortunately, no one believes 
Sally when she tells them that there are tiny, light-fearing 
creatures terrorizing her and the rest of the household.

Now in the original TV movie (recently remastered and 
available on DVD), Sally was the terrorized wife and there 

was no child so it’s 
curious that produc-
er Guillermo del Toro 
would make what is es-

sentially a child’s darkest faerie tale (yes, the little creatures 
are discovered to be faeries, but don’t think Tinkerbelle - – 
these eat children’s teeth!). Now a child is in the 
central role of an R-rated movie.

If you’re going to put a kid in the lead role, at 
least shoot for a PG-13 (and there really isn’t any 
reason this movie is rated R). The end result actu-
ally comes off as a glorified TV movie with some of 
the worst acting this side of a Syfy Channel epic.

 Guy Pearce is the d-bag father, focused on 
his career and putting his child behind that and his 
girlfriend. He’s totally unlikeable and his perfor-
mance is flat, maybe because he was so focused 
on maintaining an American accent (the film was shot in 
Australia). The fact that his dialog is pretty atrocious doesn’t 
help. Katie Holmes’ character is also pretty one-note, and 
she’s not given much to work with but at least she does show 
a tiny bit of growth as she comes to discover the truth about 
the house and knows Sally truly is in danger. I hate to put 
down a child actor, but Bailee Madison is just not that good 
either. She scowls throughout the movie and, again, it’s just 
a one-note performance. Supporting actors Jack Thompson 
and Julia Blake fare no better with their hammy and corny 

Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark performances as the groundskeeper and housekeeper, re-
spectively. Then Alan Dale shows up for a minute as Mr. 
Jacoby, and he insists on Alex calling him Charles. All I could 
think was that he was Charles Widmore from Lost.

 Director Troy Nixey, who has only one short film to his 
credit, totally drops the ball when it comes to working with his 

actors, and whatever atmosphere there is to the 
proceedings can be credited directly to produc-
er del Toro. In fact, every scene that takes place 
on the grounds of the mansion are lifted from Pan’s 
Labyrinth, and the creatures can also be traced right 
back to the imagination of del Toro (and I don’t know 
which versions are creepier – the CGI movie critters 
or the little people in Halloween masks in the TV 
version). Unfortunately, Nixey falls back on standard 
horror movie clichés with loud music and sound ef-
fects cuing the audience when to jump (surprisingly, 

there is no stray cat jumping into frame out of nowhere). The 
best scare (judging from the person sitting next to me) is pretty 
much blown in all of the TV ads (unless you haven’t seen the 
TV ads … like the person sitting next to me).

In the end, don’t be afraid of the dark never comes close 
to capturing that gloomy, claustrophobic feel of the TV mov-
ie in all of its big screen bigness. It was as much of a disap-
pointment as the truly awful remake of the Haunting back in 
1999. Save this one for a video rental, and in the meantime 
track down the original to see what scary was like in 1973! t

BE AFRAID OF THE CLICHÉS

By GreGG Shapiro
When it was released in 1994, you could say that Four 
Weddings and a Funeral (MGM/20th Century Fox Home 
Entertainment) was a very Mike Newell film, coming as it 
did after Newell titles such as enchanted april, the Good 
Father and even dance with a Stranger. Now on blu-ray, Four 
Weddings and a Funeral is definitely of its 
time and just narrowly avoids being dated.

At the first of the movie’s four weddings, 
that of Angus (Timothy Walker) and Laura 
(Sara Crowe), we meet the close group of 
friends that includes ladykiller Charles (Hugh 
Grant at his cuddly befuddled best), Charles’s 
punky flatmate Scarlett (Charlotte Coleman), 
well-to-do sister and brother Fiona (Kristin 
Scott Thomas) and Tom (James Fleet), 
and gay couple Gareth (Simon Callow) and Matthew (John 
Hannah), as well as Charles’ hot, deaf, “silent, but deadly 
attractive” kid brother David (David Bower) all of whom are 
(technically) single. It is at this wedding that Charles does 
more than just cross paths with American wedding guest 
Carrie (Andie McDowell).

Charles and Carrie continue to encounter each other at 
weddings, including Carrie’s to Hamish (Colin Redgrave), as 
well as in bed and at wedding dress fittings. But somehow, 
their timing is disastrous, a point that reaches its nadir when 

Charles is set to marry Henrietta (Anna Chancellor), 
and, of course, Carrie shows up at the church.

Gay marriage was not yet a reality when “Four Weddings 
and a Funeral” originally opened, but Gareth and Matthew 
are clearly the most “married” couple of the pack. They pro-
vide much of the film’s comic relief, and sadly, the most emo-
tionally wrenching scene. Gareth dies of a heart attack at 
Carrie’s wedding and it his funeral that is mentioned in the ti-
tle. To screenwriter Richard Curtis’s credit, these two charac-

ters are sensitively and respect-
fully rendered. Even more so than 
some of the straight characters.

Blu-ray special features in-
clude audio commentary with 
filmmakers, deleted scenes, a 
documentary and two featurettes.

Not to be confused with 
Noah’s arc: Jumping the broom, 
the very gay Patrik-Ian Polk flick 

with the similar name, Jumping the broom is something else 
entirely. The first indication would be that it was produced 
(and features) vehemently anti-gay preacher T.D. Jakes, 
which might explain the unapologetic air of homophobia 
clouding the movie.

Bursting with caricatures, not characters, Jumping the 
broom, takes place on Martha’s Vineyard, where Uptown girl 
Sabrina (Paula Patton) is about to marry Jason (Laz Alonso), 
whose working class Brooklyn family is about to upset the 
balance on the island. Jason actually went out of his way 

Marriage is So Gay
to prevent Sabrina from meeting his postal-worker mother 
(Loretta Devine, on a steady downward spiral following “For 
Colored Girls”) until the weekend of the wedding. How’s that 
for good Christian behavior?

Meanwhile, Sabrina’s family is no better when it comes to 
secrets. Her ice queen mother (Angela Bassett, giving one of 

the worst performances of her career) thinks Sabrina’s father 
(Brian Stokes Mitchell) is a having an affair with a white wom-
an when in fact he is hiding an even bigger and more devas-
tating skeleton in the closet. However, it’s Sabrina’s scene-
stealing Aunt Geneva (Valarie Pettiford), who is perpetually 
at odds with Sabrina’s mother, that holds the key to the most 
explosive revelation.

You wouldn’t think a movie could pander and preach 
as shamelessly as Jumping the broom does, but you’d be 
wrong. The only thing missing is Tyler Perry in drag. And 
Jakes and his ilk don’t want same-sex couples to marry? 
Where in the New Testament does it say stay ignorant un-
til Jesus gets back? DVD special features include director 
Salim Akil) and cast commentary, “Honoring the Tradition of 
Jumping the Broom” and more. t

SCREEN SAVOR

“You wouldn’t think a movie 
could pander and preach as 
shamelessly as Jumping the 
Broom does, but you’d be 
wrong.”
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LiVeLy arTS // MUSIC

By GreGG Shapiro
Who says talent isn’t genetic? Brother and sister Ethan and 
out lesbian Barbara Gruska of The Belle Brigade, the grand-
children of John “Star Wars” Williams, certainly prove that 
genetics have something to do with it. There’s a lovely, folksy 
give and take on The Belle Brigade’s self-titled Reprise de-
but. More of a band than a duo, The Belle Brigade is nev-
ertheless a vehicle for the Gruskas who wrote or co-wrote 
all 11 songs on the disc. Recommended cuts range from 
high energy selections including “Where Not To Look For 
Freedom,” “Belt of Orion” and “Lonely Lonely” to ballads 
such as “Losers,” “Shirt” and “Fasten You To Me.”

Getting a domestic CD release at last, 45 years after 
the album triumphed in the UK, the Phil Spector-produced 
River deep-Mountain High (A&M/Hip-O Select) album by 
Ike & Tina Turner has arrived stateside. Fans new and old 
are sure to find something to their liking, from the epic 
performance and production on the titular opener to the 
high drama of “A Love Like Yours (Don’t Come Knocking 
Every Day)” to the towering wall of sound on “I’ll Never 
Need More Than This,” “Save The Last Dance For Me” 
and “Every Day I Have To Cry,” as well as originals by 
the late Ike including “I Idolize You,” “Make ‘Em Wait” and 
“Such A Fool For You.”

After more than 10 years and six albums, Mates of State 

get betters with each release. Mountaintops 
(Barsuk) continues to flesh out the duo’s trade-
mark vocal interplay as well as expanding their in-

strumentation. “Palomino” opens with a Casio beat and then 
goes into a full-on gallop. “Maracas” shakes things up on 
the domestic front and “Sway” struts like nobody’s business. 
Foot stomper “Total Serendipity” is serendipitous fun and “At 
Least I Have You” is dance music with a furrowed brow, while 
“Change” recalls the Mates’ early days.

Based on the multimedia collaboration of 
Mimi Goese (of Hugo Largo fame) and Ben 
Neill (trumpeter and electro-acoustic compos-
er), Songs For Persephone (Ramseur) feels 
both theatrical and intimate. Goese’s distinc-
tive vocals (which at times recall Jane Siberry), 
combined with Neil’s unusual arrangements, 
have a dramatic intensity that gives songs such as “If You 
Lie Awake,” “Elegy,” “Blackpool,” “Cusp” and “World’s End” 
their spectacle.

The in-demand Alison Mosshart is at her most compelling 
when she is one half of The Kills. You can hear it for yourself 
on blood Pressures (Domino/Red Meat Heart), the latest disc 
by the duo (which also includes Hotel / Jamie Hince). Whether 
she’s blowing “what’s left” of her (and your) “right mind” on 
“Future Starts Slow” or giving you a reason to dance on the 
aptly named “The Heart Is A Beating Drum” or “You Don’t Own 
The Road” or going T. Rex glam on “DNA” and “Damned If 
She Do” or showing off her cabaret diva side on the gorgeous 

“The Last Goodbye,” The Kills kill it.
Twenty-five years and more than 15 albums (including a 

few for children) later, They Might Be Giants are still going 
strong. Join us (Idlewild/Rounder) might lack the novelty and 
inventiveness of the duo’s self-titled debut album or their first 
major label effort “Flood,” but there’s still plenty here to rec-
ommend, including tracks such as “Canajoharie,” “Cloisonné,” 
the artsy-references of “Celebration,” “Protagonist,” “Judy Is 
Your Viet Nam,” “Spoiler Alert” and “2082.”

Hipster pop duo Cults (Madeline Follin and Brian 
Oblivion) drew a decent-sized crowd to their stage at 
Lollapalooza 2011. Performing songs from their self-
titled Columbia/Itno debut, Cults lived up to the hype. 
By combining retro girl-group pop (“You Know What 
I Mean,” “Most Wanted,” “Walk At Night,” “Never Saw 
The Point,” “Bumper”) with a moodier sensibility (“Go 

Outside,” “Never Heal Myself,” “Oh My God,” “Rave On”) Cults 
is sure to move beyond just a cult following.

Like Mates of State and fellow Boston/Cambridge music 
scenesters The Weepies, Blake Hazard and John Dragonetti 
of The Submarines are a romantically entangled musical duo. 
Love Notes/Letter bombs (Nettwerk), The Submarines’ third 
album finds the couple further exploring the relationship sit-
uations that arise in songs such as “Fire,” “Ivaloo,” “The Sun 
Shines At Night,” “Birds,” “Where You Are” and “Anymore.” t

Mates of State are performing on 9/21 in Washington dc 
at 9:30 club, on 9/24 in Philadelphia at Popped Festival and 
10/11 in baltimore at ottobar.

iMusic: It Takes Two

3607 FLEET STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

Baltimore’s F
avorite!

Check us out 

on Facebook

Happy Hour Dai
ly 4-8pm

WHERE: THE BACKDOOR LOUNGE  @  5801 PULASKI HWY, BALTIMORE, MD 21205

**

BOY’S NIGHT OUT!!!
IN THE BUFF

WHAT:  BALTIMORE’S ONLY 
GAY MALE REVUE

WHEN:  THURSDAY NIGHTS. 
DOORS OPEN @ 8PM 
SHOW STARTS @ 9PM

PRIVATE PARKING, PRIVATE REAR  ENTRANCE VIA THE RED CARPET, IN THE BACK OF THE GOLD CLUB ADULT 
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX. PRIVATE PARTY, UPSCALE NIGHTCLUB/LOUNGE SETTING FIT FOR A KING, (AND ALL 
THE KING’S MEN). 

LOOK FOR OUR DRINK SPECIALS, PLUS FULL FOOD MENU, & GOOD TIMES!!!

WHY:  LET THE BOYS ... BE BOYS!!!
FOR INFO: 410 483 3356   
ENTERTAINER INFO: 443 922 9524
www.BackdoorLoungeBaltimore.com

FREE ADMISSION WITH AD UNTIL 8/25/2011

WATCH FOR THE NEW FALL 
SCHEDULE STARTING AUGUST 25

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

**

Best of both worlds! 
Sept. 15 join the drag queens at Boys Night Out
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The Second City
Charmed and Dangerous
Sept  15– Oct 16
CENTERSTAGE
410.332.0033
www.centerstage.org

Tea & Sympathy
Sept 30 - Nov 6,
SPOTLIGHTERS 
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org

a raisin in the Sun 
Sept  7 – Oct 9 
EVERYMAN THEATRE
410.752.2208 
www.everymantheatre.org

South pacific
Oct 4- 9
Hippodrome Theatre
410-837-7400
www.france-merrickpac.
com

wit
Sept 30- Nov 6
The Bay Theatre Company
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.org

The Unexpected Guest
Sept 16 – Oct 8
Colonial Players
410.268.7373
www.cplayers.com

Trouble in Mind
Sept 9 – Oct 23
Arena Player’s 
410-728-6500
www.arenastage.org

The Guys
Sept 9,10 &11
Rep Stage’s 
410-772-4900 
www.repstage.org

wait Until Dark,
Now – Sept 25
Vagabond Players 
410-563-9135
www.vagabondplayers.org

witness for the 
prosecution 
Sept 28 – Oct 23
Olney Theatre Center
301-924-3400
www.olneytheatre.org

Dinner TheaTre

oliver
Oct - Dec
Oregon Ridge Dinner 
Theatre
410-771-8427 
www.baltimoreactorsthe-
atre.org

Chicago
Now – Nov 6
Toby’s  Columbia
410-995-1969

Dreamgirls
Now – Nov 13
Toby’s  Baltimore
410-649-1660
www.tobysdinnertheatre.
com

Medieval Times 
Dinner and Tourament
1-888-WE-JOUST 
(1-888-935-6878)
www.medievaltimes.com

nunsense
Now – Sept 25
Lazy Susan Dinner 
Theatre
(703) 550-7384
www.lazysusan.com

ChiCaGo
Now – Nov 5
Way Off Broadway Dinner 
TheatreOff Broadway 
Dinner T
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

Dreamgirls
Sept 16 – Nov 20
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300 
www.rsdinnertheater.com

John Loves Mary
Now – Oct 29
Rainbow Dinner Theatre
 717.687.4300
www.rainbowdinnerthe-
atre.com

i Love a piano
Now – Oct 1
The Dutch Apple Dinner 
Theatre
717-898-1900. 
www.dutchapple.com

The Blair Mansion inn
Mansion Mysteries
301.588.1688
www.blairmansion.com

Theatre Guide
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By Sophie neeDeLMan
Gaytravel.com
To put it simply, I have a love/hate relation-
ship with Los Angeles. 

The fast-paced mentality and lifestyle 
is a bit more than I can handle, although 
it is definitely fun to visit. I especially love 
bringing people who have never been to 
L.A. to experience the glitz and glamour of 
La La Land. I mean, who can resist seeing 
the Hollywood sign in person – even if it is 
through a thick wall of grey smog?! And the 
stars on Hollywood Boulevard? Come on. 
That’s priceless. 

My most recent summertime visit to this 
crazy SoCal city definitely exceeded my ex-
pectations. I had some great food, artsy cul-
tural experiences only a city could provide, 
and even got to deal with some major diva 
attitude. I must say, it’s a small price to pay 
for a fabulous time in this not-so-angelic city.

Walking around Venice Beach is truly 
one of the best ways to spend an afternoon 
– exactly the reason I made a shopping pit 
stop here on my way to the city. It is an ex-
tremely laid-back and open-minded place, 
with a colorfully diverse pool of storeowners 
and patrons alike. 

Abbott Kinney is the highlight of this 
quirky beach town; stores, cafes, and restau-
rants adorn this street for blocks. The mer-
chandise and people watching are so good 
that you won’t even mind the outrageous pric-
es! This area epitomizes the SoCal Hipster 
vibe – another thing I have a love/hate rela-
tionship with. In the context of Venice Beach, 
though, I must say I love it. Lemonade is 

TraVeL

one of the abundant cafes to choose from, 
and it is where I ended up for lunch – think 
Whole Foods’ prepared food section meets 
chic lemonade stand. A few blocks from the 
Boardwalk and tucked away from the crazy 
L.A. urban scene, Abbott Kinney in Venice 
Beach is the perfect place to take a minor 
detour en route to Los Angeles proper.

The Hammer Museum (http://hammer.
ucla.edu/) is a museum and performance 
space on UCLA’s campus. It is in a great ur-
ban area, and has a gift shop, outdoor court-
yard and café, and movie theater in addition 
to regular museum space. During the sum-
mer, The Hammer puts on concerts one 
Thursday night a month. This is a great way to 
spend start off the weekend; there is no cov-
er charge and concerts usually run from 7-10, 
which makes for an early and easy night. The 
cafe in the courtyard of The Hammer that is 
normally open during the day has excellent 
but slightly expensive food; for an alternative 
dining experience, I tried Le Pain Quotidian a 
few blocks away from UCLA’s campus. For a 
nighttime fix I hit up the famous dessert hot-
spot Diddy Reese. Ice cream sandwiches do 
count as dinner.

In addition to concerts and regular mu-
seum festivities, The Hammer hosts a slew 
of other events and happenings. I was lucky 
enough to attend Dance Camera West, a 
dance-on-film festival that features films by 
filmmakers and choreographers from around 
the world. There were various segments of 
the film festival with mostly short films fea-
turing movement from various dance genres. 
The highlight of this festival was the headlin-

The City of Angels?

ing feature directed by Mike Figgis called Le 
co(te)lette Film that addressed feminism and 
female sexuality. Figgis spoke following the 
film and is an extremely charming and intel-
ligent director. His work seems amazing and 
it was thrilling to be in the presence of such 
an inspired human being. Also notewor-
thy: Uma Thurman and Lesley Ann Warren 
were in attendance of festival as well! Dance 
Camera West has fundraising and small-
er events throughout the year, and the main 
festival happens every year so check it out 
next summer: http://www.dancecamerawest.
org/index.html

 A trip to Los Angeles wouldn’t be com-
plete without getting on TV! 

I was extremely happy to get on Real 
Time with Bill Maher – okay okay, I was only 
in the audience, but it still counts as an awe-
some Hollywood experience. I only know 
a little of Bill Maher, having seen his film 
Religulous and watching Real Time occa-
sionally. I knew he was known for his liber-

LOS ANGELES

al loudmouth political and social statements, 
but I had no idea he was such a funny and 
smart guy. Watching him interact with his 
guests and manage interviews and pan-
els of equally passionate individuals – all on 
live TV – is truly amazing. He is an artist. Bill 
and the other writers on the show are genius 
and never let a dull moment pass. Guests in-
cluded Martin Lewis, John Turturro, Donna 
Brazile, Nick Gillespie, and John Fetterman. 
After seeing this show live, I will definitely 
make it one of my regular watches. A pret-
ty great source for news and socio-political 
commentary.

As a true Southern-California girl, I feel 
obligated to frolic in the fields of Hollywood 
madness. I have a true love for the city, 
even if it’s laden with melodrama. And traf-
fic. And expensive food. And cockroaches. 
And smelly streets. Okay – while it’s nice to 
have relatively close by, I am still glad it’s not 
home. So for now, I’ll say: there is no place 
like L.A. t

Venice Beach
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I love the baseball movie bull durham. 
I mean, what’s not to like about a film that 
features Susan Sarandon tying a lover to a 
bed and quoting Walt Whitman poems for 
foreplay? 

In my life and career coaching practice, 
I often quote from the scene in which Crash 
Davis is in a hitting slump, and Annie 
Savoy accompanies him to the bat-
ting cages. She replaces him in 
the batter’s box, lifts the bat 
to her shoulder, wiggles her 
hips in her tight skirt, and 
then imparts this lesson:

Making love is like hit-
ting a baseball: you just got-
ta relax and concentrate.

Right on! But this ad-
vice goes far beyond sex and 
baseball.

What is it that we’re doing right in 
that moment, when we’re at our absolute 
best and things are working out great? I ask 
this, because, if we can do it more often, then 
those moments become the building blocks 
of having a deeply satisfying life.

Professional athletes call these moments 
being in the zone, and they talk about it feeling 
almost effortless, as if we’re just going along 
for the ride. Business and personal growth 
authors might describe these moments as 
peak performance. Positive psychologist 
Mihály Csíkszentmihályi would call it being in 
a state of flow, in which you are applying your 
skill, feeling totally into what you’re doing, and 
caring deeply about a successful outcome–
as a result, you look up at the clock and think, 
“Jeez! Where did the time go?!”

OK, now that we know what it is, how do 
we get more of it? Well, you have to learn 
how to relax and concentrate at the same 
time, even when it’s important, when people 
are watching, or when other things threaten 
to add a layer of pressure and stress.

In most of my columns for outloud, I’ve 
been giving you tips about concentrating or 
focusing. So, when I say “life is about the 
journey and not the destination,” that’s just 
a fancy, helpful way to focus your thoughts 

and attention as you go about your daily life. 
When I work with clients regarding their mo-
tivation, I’m asking them to look away from 
what’s dragging them down, and lock into the 
things that make them feel like taking action.

But concentration and focus are just half 
the formula. If you’re all concentration and 
no relaxation, then you’re likely either to be 
stressed out in the moment or to burn your-
self out in the long run. Concentration can 
be intense, and intensity is bound to lead to 
stress, errors, damaged relationships, and 
unhappiness.

Similarly, if you’re all relaxation and 
no concentration, you’ll be prone to having 
an aimless, unhealthy life. Either you’ll be 
spending a lot of time on the couch with the 
Doritos, or you’ll be a 40 year-old surfer dude 
who’s still looking for that perfect wave at the 
expense of having a life.

To get the most out of life moment-to-mo-
ment, you need to apply the principles 

of “yin and yang.” It’s not concen-
tration or relaxation; it’s con-

centration and relaxation… 
both at the same time.

Now, I can’t give you all 
my tips for relaxing in one 
column. For now, I just want 
to draw your attention to 
the goal, to how awesome 

it feels to blend these two 
approaches. 
Finally, what does this all 

mean for the LGBT community? There 
are many times when I think that LGBT folks 
have an advantage with personal develop-
ment techniques I use in my coaching prac-
tice. However, this is one of those times 
when I think that we face a steeper challenge 
than many of our straight counterparts. 

Our society’s homophobia and rigid gen-
der expectations place significant stress on 
LGBT people. For example, we are one of 
the few minorities who do not automatically 
receive support from our parents and family 
of origin, or from our churches. We are dis-
criminated against, and still publicly ridiculed 
and disrespected. When I hear our enemies 
complain about bad behavior in our commu-
nity, I often wonder how much of this behav-
ior would go away if we can remove the pres-
sure cooker created by our oppressors.

Well, the good news is that, regardless of 
the pressure placed on us by our oppressors, 
we can all strengthen our “relaxation muscles” 
so that we are more resilient, productive, and 
happy. And what better way to piss off our en-
emies than to live a happy life?! Stay tuned to 
future columns for more coaching tips about 
the power of focused relaxation! t

Learn more at baltimoreLifecoachGerry.
com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Love and
Baseball
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Born to Knit

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

A couple of years ago, I had the opportunity 
of learning how to knit from a group of church 
ladies, who had a lot of patience and a lot 
of fun teaching me the art of knitting. Since 
then, I’ve enjoyed discovering a myriad of 
patterns to knit as well as coming up with 
new ideas for knitting projects. I’ve knitted 
everything from scarves, throws, hats, yoga 
bags, gift bags and even tiny winter accesso-
ries for wine bottles (much to the amusement 
of my knitting mentors). I love the calm that 
knitting brings to my day and the satisfaction 
of gifting something handmade. 

Although you might not necessarily think 
so, there is a long history of male knitters. 
According to 
Michael del 
Vecchio, author 
of Knitting with 
balls, men have 
been knitting 
for ages. In fact, 
he states, “knit-
ting first trav-
eled to Europe 
at the end of 
the first millen-
nium via sailors aboard fishing boats from 
the Middle East.” This masculine tradition of 
the craft continued into the two World Wars 
as knitting provided a valuable skill for sol-
diers who supplied themselves with socks 
and other needed garments in the field and 
as a rehabilitation treatment in the hospital 
for those who were wounded. Del Vecchio 

explains that the tradition continues in the 
modern age as male surgeons, “Began knit-
ting in the 20th century because the handi-
work helped to keep their fingers from get-
ting stiff.” Thankfully, one does not have to 
be fighting a war or conducting surgery to 
enjoy the art of knitting. (Another book I rec-
ommend is Debbie Stoller’s Son of Stitch’n’ 
bitch.)

Recently, I gathered together a group of 
friends who were in-
terested in learning 
how to knit and creat-
ed a weekly gathering 
we cheekily refer to 
as “Needle Night.” As 
we gather together at 
our respective homes, 
we enjoy a fun eve-
ning of wine, laughter, 
and shared stories of our daily adventures or 
more commonly our miss-adventures. The 
gatherings ended up being so much fun that 
our husbands and partners decided that they 
wanted to join in as well. 

Now, we not only have knitters in our 
group but also needlepoint enthusiasts. As 
we meet in the evenings, we enjoy the com-
munity that we’ve created and feel a real 
connection in our neighborhood. 

If you’ve been interested in the art of knit-
ting or simply looking for something fun and 
interesting to do, try knitting. To begin, find a 
class in your area or better yet, search for a 
group to connect with! 

There are several groups out there to 
join. In Baltimore, Tom Berger leads the 
group “Kool Guys Knit” that can be found 
on meetup.com. Founded by Tom in 2010, 
the group meets on a monthly basis and, as 
Tom states on his website, you can expect, 
“Knitting, sharing knitting tips and tricks, 
cocktails, relationship counseling, and din-
ner / lite fare.” 

In Washington, DC, Gene Throw coor-
dinates the group DC Men Knit, a group of 
male knitters that get together four times a 

month in various loca-
tions in DC and VA. 

As Gene related to 
me, the guys who join 
DC Men Knit are inter-
ested in learning the 
skills, connecting with 
other knitters and en-
joying a creative outlet 
that results in some-
thing you can wear 
with pride! So, guys, 
grab a pair of needles 
and become a part of 
a rich and rewarding 
tradition! t

She has been in Maryland for one year only, 
but it seems she has taken the drag com-
munity by storm. She is already Miss Gay 
Leon’s, and she’s not done yet. Come on out 
on September 10 to support her at Leon’s 
Bar. Please help me welcome, One Gracie, 
we don’t want to say good night to for a very 
long time. Ms. Gracie Freebush.

Sam Kunz: So, how did you get your 
start in drag entertainment?

Gracie Freebush: I actually got my start in 
a bar in New Jersey; I was the shot boy there. 
I did it as a dare. The person who was holding 
the contest dared me. Helped me prepare and 
in the long run, I won the contest and ended up 
holding the title, the first time I did drag.

SK: how did you get your name, 
Gracie Freebush?

GF: It was actually the first time I did a 
show were sitting in her kitchen and Tony Mona 
asked me who my favorite singer was. I said 
Britney Spears. She asked me who my favor-
ite actress was, I said Sandra Bullock. Trying to 
put the names together. She just stopped and 
said, Gracie Freebush! Works for me. Sandra 
Bullock’s name from Miss Congeniality.

SK: how old were you when you first 
performed?

GF: I was twenty-two.
SK: where was your first show and 

how nervous were you?
GF: Club One, in Wallington, NJ. I was 

very nervous. It was the first time ever. I 
wasn’t sure how I was going to look. I was 
pretty nervous. By the end of it all, everyone 
was going crazy and the nerves went away.

SK: what was your first title?
GF: Ms. Club One, 2003.
SK: what made you want to compete?
GF: To be honest, I didn’t want to. It was 

one winner each week, with a final at the end 
of the month. I won the first week and ended 

up going to the finals and winning.
SK: i see you are a promoter at Miss Gay 

Maryland US at Large. i have interviewed 
many drag performers, but i think you are 
the first promoter. what does that entail?

GF: It’s the first Ms. Gay Maryland US At 
Large. It’s for contestants who are 225 pounds 
or above. To be held October 14th. At PW’S 
Sports Bar in Laurel. It entails a lot of getting 
performers together, getting fliers, making pro-
mo videos. Getting judges, trying to find venues. 

SK: how important do you think the 
dynamic of a drag family is to performing?

GF: I’m not part of a drag family. I don’t 
know what it’s like to have one. I don’t think 
its a bad thing. I think it would help to be in 
the company of more seasoned performers. 
I do have someone who I consider my drag 
mother is Miz Tony Mona, former Miss Gay 
New Jersey and a former Miss Gay NYC.

SK: what do you think is the most im-
portant step in preparation for a show?

GF: If I had to choose the most, I would 
say, your song choice. You don’t want to do 
something that would bore everyone. You may 
like it and it may be entertaining to you, but you 
want to make sure the audience is entertained. 
It’s fair to say it’s also the longest because you 
have to sit there and pour over songs to get the 
right two. It can be very time consuming.

SK: here is a question i ask everyone 
i interview. Suppose out in Texas, there 
was a young boy who just saw Too wong 
Foo or priscilla Queen of the desert for 
the first time and they want to become a 
drag performer. what would be your first 
piece of advice for them?

GF: First piece of advice I would give them. 
This is the first thing I was told also, is to just go 
out there and have fun. Go out there. Have fun. 
Entertain. If at the end of the day if that what 
makes you happy, do it. Have fun with it.

SK: ok, well i think i have all that i 
need. i always give my subjects the fi-
nal say. So what do you want Baltimore 
and points beyond to know about Gracie 
Freebush? 

GF: I want to them to know that I have fun 
doing what I am doing. It’s so enjoyable to go 
out there and be the life of a party. I’ve been 
doing this for 8 years, I wouldn’t change any-
thing. I have gotten really far in my career. It’s 
part of me and it always will be. That I want 
stricter punishment for parole violators and 
world peace. t

Ms. Gracie 
Freebush

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz
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The Silver Moon Diner and Restaurant 
claims they have something for everybody – 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert and inter-
national fare.

As we pondered over what 
to get we were given a basket 
of fresh bread.

After scanning the large 
menu I elected to start with 
a cup of Maryland crab soup 
($2.80). It was your average 
soup with a nice flavor. For my 
main course, I had the Gyro 
Deluxe ($8.75) which was a 

DininG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

gyro, Greek salad, and French fries with 
tzatziki sauce. The gyro was very fully load-
ed and as good as any gyro I have had be-
fore. The salad had the largest chunks of 
feta cheese I had ever seen and the Greek 
dressing had a very nice flavor.

My husband had a dinner special of 
meatloaf ($9.99) which came with soup or 
salad, meatloaf, two sides and dessert. He 
too also got the Maryland crab soup. The 
meatloaf was average in flavor. The carrots 
had a sweet glaze and the mashed potatoes 
were creamy and smooth. In the end, he was 
too full to try a dessert.

For the most part the service was good 
until we were done. Our server took a very 
long time to check in on us at the end when 

we wanted a box and check. 
Once we got the check, it again 
took her a long time to bring the 
payment receipt back to us.

As for diners go this one 
typical and a good deal. The 
food met my expectations, as 
did the typical diner décor and 
atmosphere. Next time I want to 
try one the desserts and break-
fast. t

Silver Moon Diner
9605 Pulaski Highway
Baltimore, Maryland 21220
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isn’t i t t ime you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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By wooDy DerriCKS
In the first half of 2011, the stock markets had 
been fairly cooperative. For the most part, 
we saw gains from the majority of the indi-
ces. Since then, the markets have been less 
than hospitable. While the past few years 
have taught us to be comfortable on a roll-
ercoaster ride, the past couple 
of months have been more like 
riding on a yo-yo.

Markets such as this pres-
ent challenges for most in-
vestors. Without a clear di-
rection up or down, investors 
have trouble deciding how and 
where to invest their money. 
Some are looking for security 
and moving their money back 
into cash and bonds while oth-
ers are using the down days as 
opportunities to buy into stocks.

Sage advice: The average investor will 
find that the old advice still rings true. Most 
of you have likely been told to buy low and 
sell high, stay invested for the long-term, and 
diversify. Over the past ten years, you have 

likely heard those sayings too often and are 
looking for someone to tell you something 
new. While these are wise ideas, following 
this advice doesn’t mean that you have to 
stay paralyzed like a deer in headlights.

a Fresh Take: This may be a time for a 
change. Review your investment portfolio to 

see if there are any opportunities 
for adjustment to your allocation. 
First, you may have some invest-
ments in areas such as emerging 
markets that have performed well 
over the past few years. You may 
want to pare back some of your in-
vestment in this asset class and 
use the proceeds for something 
else. By making changes such as 
this, you’re effectively selling the 
investments while they are high-
er than what you paid and buying 

other investments while they are lower than 
where they recently traded.

Second, you may want to look for op-
portunities in sectors and asset classes 
that you haven’t been utilizing. Many people 

These Unpredictable Markets
yoUr Money // INVESTMENTS

Beverly Hills- 3305 Beverly rd.  
Enjoy the central air, beautifully remodeled kitchen, 
private rear deck AND a two car garage with large bonus 
room on second floor perfect for media room, workshop 
or studio! Close to Lake Montebello, cafes, coffee shops 
and more! $249,000.

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Ave., Baltimore, MD 21210 �� �f��ce�� 410 4�4 ��00�� �f��ce�� 410 4�4 ��00

Cell�� 410 92� 9330 �� Brian.Hannon@Prudentialcarruthers.com

ArcAdiA -4301 HArcourt rd.  
Welcome to Grandma’s house! Sweet and neat and 
ef��cient bungalow with brand new heating and air 
conditioning, ��nished lower level w/bath and an 
incredible expansive view from the rear yard. �NLY 
$119,000. Cheaper than rent!

old HomelAnd- 5909 BrAckenridge rd.  
Not interested in large house, but want a nice yard? Cute 
Dutch Colonial in great location in private enclave behind 
Senator Theater and Belvedere Square. Needs a little 
updating, but solid and manageable. Call for details!

—continued on page 29

MORGAN AMAIMO 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 
& LICENSED APPRAISER

Your MD Real Estate Connection
E-MAIL: Morgan@LNF.com

Web Site - HTTP://MorganAmaimo.Point2agent.com
Long & Foster Web Site - WWW.Morgan.LNF.com

Facebook - facebook.com/amaimo1
 (O)410-453-0500; (CELL)410-961-7948

SEE ALL HOMES LISTED ABOvE 
ON MY WEB SITES & ON FACEBOOK

20 EAST 
MELROSE 
AvENUE

NORTH 
HOMELAND

519 SOUTH BRADFORD STREET
CANTON

$254,900/$36 G.R. 2-BD; 2-Bath; brick Townhouse 
feat: updated kit w/white cab & SS appls & granite 
C-tops; bamboo flrs; CAC; + 3-decks off of the rear 
- off of the kit, the MBR and a roof-top deck with 
spectacular City-skyline views.

3226 O’DONNELL STREET 
CANTON W/OFF-ST. PARKING

$192,500/$35 G.R. 2-BD; 1/1-Bath; Townhouse 
feat: nice kit w/wd cab, SS appl. & ceramic flr; CAC; 
WD flr in LR & DR; unique sleeping loft in 2nd bdrm 
& 1-car pkng pad in the rear.

$485,000 NICELY RESTORED AMERICAN GOTHIC STYLE HOUSE: 
4-BD, 2/1-Bath feat: CAC; 1st flr Fam Rm w/FP, master suite w/pri 
bath and beaut updated kit w/cherry cab, granite C-tops & gas-log FP. 
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Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Call John at 443-310-8384 for a personal tour. 
John L. Neubauer, Realtor® 
Long & Foster Real Estate 
Lake Roland Sales 
Office: 410-377-2270 
Cell: 443-310-8384 

Homeland: Shined, polished, buffed 
and sparkling just waiting for you. 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Updates and 
amenities galore! Gleaming hardwood 
floors, central air and updated kitchen. 
Wonderful back yard with decking and 
new fence. Great value! $192,500.

mt. WasHington: Colorful, updated, 
chic and happy! Charming light filled 
semi detached with 3 bedrooms and 2 
baths on a lush green landscaped lot 
with driveway. Fresh paint, new kitchen 
and bath. Just reduced to $224,500.
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Working 
without a Net?
I’ve never been a big fan of the internet. It 
may have been because for many years I 
had a very old computer. Sure it was a name 
brand. It was a Fisher-Price. When that hour-
glass popped up, it wasn’t kidding! My most 
visited website was “Page Not Found.” For 
my birthday this past April I got a fantastic 
new computer and a wireless connection. 
Hey, maybe this internet thing might catch on 
after all! I now have many more favorite web 
sites and I want to share a few with you. 

When tracking upcoming leather events, 
the web sites for the various leather clubs in 
the area can be very helpful, if they are up to 
date! The next big event that I am really look-
ing forward to is the Mr. Maryland Leather 

2012 Contest sponsored 
by COMMAND, M.C. of 
Baltimore. A visit to www.
commandmc.org provides 
many of the details for 
their leather weekend on 
November 4-6. One can 
find information about the 
Hotel Brexton, the host ho-
tel, as well as a schedule 
of events, package prices, 
and a photo gallery of pri-
or contest. Their site also 
contains a history of the 
club, membership infor-
mation, and links to other 
leather clubs both in and 
out of the area.

On the web site for the 
Centaur, M.C. (www.centaurmc.org) one 
can not only learn the history of this pop-
ular D.C. based leather club, but can also 
see pictures of members and a calendar of 
member’s birthdays. Plus there is a link to 

the area’s largest leather event which the 
Centaurs produce: Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend. A visit to www.leatherweek-
end.com will give you all the information 
you will need for an incredible weekend in 
Washington. D.C. The big news this year 
for MAL, which will be held January 13-16, 
2012 at the Hyatt Regency Washington, is 
that the Centaurs have booked the entire 
hotel and will not be sharing the hotel with 
other conventions. The Hyatt lobby will re-
ally be hot this year! 

You could spend hours looking for leath-
er clubs, leather bars, and leather events on 
the internet. If only there was a place where 
one could find all this information in one spot. 
Well, I found it! Check out www.leatherclubs.
net. This well organized web site list leather 
clubs by categories: social clubs, motorcy-
cle clubs, boys of leather clubs, etc. The web 
site for each listed club is displayed. They 
also list major leather events, leather bars, 
leather related information, and of course 
leather shopping and display those web 
sites as well. It is like the leather yellow pag-
es! It is a great web site, but with any direc-
tory, it cannot list everything. For example 

under leather bars, I found many links to the 
various Eagle Bars, but both the Baltimore 
Eagle and the D.C. Eagle are missing. Under 
clubs, I found the ShipMates of Baltimore 
web page (www.shipmatesclub.com), but not 
COMMAND, M.C. It is however, a 
great starting point where explor-
ing the Leather Community. 

Most of the leather clubs in this 
area are members of the Atlantic 
Motorcycle Coordinating Counsel 
and a visit to www.amcc76.org 
will yield links to twenty area 
clubs as well as a detailed list of 
events and bar nights. If you want 
to read news from the Leather 
Community nationwide, look no 
further than www.theleatherjour-
nal.com. Here you can read sto-
ries gathered from all over coun-
try as well as find results from 
many leather contests. It is also 
a great source of leather history. 
If it is news with a mix of gossip 
you seek try www.musingsbyvern.
com. My dear friend Vern Stewart, 
AKA ‘The Wicked Witch of the 

GREENMOUNT BOOKS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

East,” writes reviews of many leather events 
and is not afraid to tell it like it is! 

Many folks also use the internet for, shall 
I say, “entertainment.” I recently found a web 
site that really peaks my interest. It is www.
metalbond.thumblogger.com. This site, 
which is updated daily, contains countless 
hot pictures of leather men involved in bond-
age, etc. It also contains erotic artwork, sto-
ries, and highlights from many other kinks 
sites. It is the S&M Readers digest. For less 
intense bondage check out the pictures at 
www.capturedguys.com. If you prefer video 
to still pictures then I would have to recom-
mend www.boundgods.com. It is first-class 
and steaming hot. Plus a new video is add-
ed each Thursday! 

Okay so now that I have my fast new 
computer maybe I am becoming a fan of the 
internet. In fact, for me the biggest thrill of 
all is when I Google a leather contest or the 
name of a leather titleholder and my com-
puter takes me to www.baltimoreoutloud.
com. Now that’s a smart computer! t

Hey, maybe this 
internet thing might 
catch on after all! I 
now have many more 
favorite websites and 
I want to share a few 
with you.
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have some money invested in stocks of large 
companies or international firms, but have lit-
tle in medium and small businesses. When 
it comes to fixed income, many people have 
U.S. Treasuries and corporate bonds, but 
have neglected to add international bonds 
to their portfolios. You may want to look into 
other fixed income sources as well, such 
as convertible bonds or inflation protected 
bonds. Making these changes could allow 
you to better diversify your portfolio.

Third, look into different investment ve-
hicles for possible benefits to your portfolio. 
For a long-term investment, consider real es-
tate. Whether you use traditional real estate 
purchases or investments through a broker-
age firm, real estate is currently at a “low”. 
Real estate isn’t usually liquid and could still 

go down in value, so 
continue to think of 
this as a long-term 
strategy.

You may want to 
look into other ve-
hicles such as an-

nuities. Today’s annuities are different from 
those offered before the tech bubble burst. 
Annuities now come with the ability to in-
vest a portion of your money in equities while 
maintaining income or principal guarantees. 
While annuities may have fees and surren-
der charges, many like the idea of having eq-
uity upside with some downside protection.

All three of these ideas still enable you 
to be invested for the long-term while follow-
ing the advice to buy low and sell high and 
to stay diversified. There may be other ideas 
that would be appropriate for your portfolio 
based on your specific risk level and objec-
tives. See a financial advisor to help deter-
mine what is appropriate for your situation. t

Woody derricks is a certified financial 
planner™ and an accredited domestic part-
nership advisor. Reach him at 410-732-2633.

Markets such as this 
present challenges for 
most investors. Without 
a clear direction up or 
down, investors have 
trouble deciding how 
and where to invest 
their money. 

TheSe UnpreDiCTaBLe 
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September 9-10 
Scott nevins ‘one night 

Stand’
Gorgeous comic Scott Nevins 

visits Baltimore to perform in a ben-
efit for the Spotlighters Theatre, 817 
St. Paul St., Baltimore 21201. The 
2 shows will raise funds for the the-
ater’s renovations in order to con-
form to ADA requirements. 8:00 
p.m. each night. Tickets $25 are per 
person. Visit www.spotlighters.org 
to purchase tickets for this fun and 
worthwhile event. 

September 10 & 11
Transgender advocacy and 

empowerment Boot Camp
In cooperation with the 

Transgender Working Group, the 
Transgender Response Team, 
The Mautner Project, the GLCCB, 
Gender Rights Maryland, and oth-
ers, Equality Maryland invites you 
to a Boot Camp designed to ed-
ucate and empower transgender 
people. The workshops will focus 
on concrete methods to successful-
ly advocate about the concerns that 
impact their communities. 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. each day. GLCCB, 214 
West Chase Street, Baltimore, MD 
21210 $5 suggested donation

September 11
Tona Brown Concert for 9/11 

Families
The concert will feature 

the world premiere of Douglas 
Towsend’s “In Memoriam,” a com-
position for two voices written ex-
pressly to commemorate the an-
niversary of the terrorist attacks 
on the United States. St. Joseph’s 
Monastery Church, 3801 Old 

Frederick Road in historic Irvington, 
Maryland. 3:00 p.m. FREE. 
Reservations are encouraged. 
RSVP’s can be made by emailing 
a request to: baltimorevocalarts@
gmail.com Info: www.baltimorevo-
calartsfoundation.org

September 16
integrity Baltimore
The first gathering of the sea-

son is scheduled at the Cathedral 
of the Incarnation, 4 East 
University Parkway (between North 
Charles and St. Paul Streets. The 
Eucharist begins at 7 p.m. in the 
Peace Chapel. The Rev. Canon 
Angela Shepherd will preside and 
preach. Potluck supper follows the 
Eucharist - please bring something 
to share - conversation and fellow-
ship until 9 p.m.

September 18
pFLaG-westminster-Carroll 

County Meeting
“Coming Out – Then and Now” 

panel discussion on the way sever-
al LGBT folks from different gener-
ations came out. Meetings are free, 
confidential and open to the pub-
lic. Refreshments will be served. 
5-7 p.m. St. Paul’s UCC Fellowship 
Hall, 17 Bond St. (Bond & Green 
Sts.), Westminster, MD. Info: 410-
848-5975. Info: www.pflagwcc.org, 
June Horner, 410-795-2418, e-mail: 
junehorner@gmail.com.

September 21
Transgender issues working 

Group
The input and perspective of 

our transgender supporters is ab-

solutely vital for the advancement 
of transgender issues, legislation 
and education in our communi-
ty. The working group meets every 
other Wednesday at the Equality 
Maryland offices 1201 S. Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21230). 7:00 
p.m. Free, registration required. For 
info contact owen@equalitymary-
land.org

September 27
pFLaG-Baltimore County 

Meeting
Marc Adams, who is an au-

thor of 9 books including It’s Not 
About You: Understanding Coming 
Out and Self Acceptance and his 
most recent book The Preacher’s 
Son, is the guest speaker. Meetings 
are free, confidential and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
served. 7-9 p.m. 1710 Dulaney 
Valley Rd, Lutherville, MD 21093 
(Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church). Info: www.pflagbaltimore.
org. 443-255-1484, pflagbaltimore-
county@gmail.com.

September 27
howard County pFLaG Trans 

parents Forum meeting
The parents of trans children have 

asked PFLAG for a place where they 
can meet and share concerns and 
challenges of parenting trans chil-
dren. The group represents children 
from age 3 to age 30. The group runs 
concurrent to the PFLAG Howard 
County Rainbow Youth and Allies 
meeting in the same center, but in a 
different room. Meets fourth Tuesday 
of every month. 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 
Cradlerock Way, Columbia Maryland.
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeaninG  BooKS & GiFTS CoMpUTer

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnSeLinG

 MaSSaGe DenTaL

 aUTo repair
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 aTTorney  TaX SerViCeS  TraVeL

 FinanCiaL  eLeCTriCian

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 To aDVerTiSe.

Professional services

 peT SUppLieS  SUpporT GroUp ConSULTinG

pflagmd@gmail.com

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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THE 
RICHARDS GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
CSE-11-0007
CLIENT: 
CB Fleet
JOB NAME: 
Sofa Ad
TRIM:
9.75 x 10.5
LIVE:  
na
BLEED:  
none
PUBS:  
2 pubs
DUE DATE:
May 2011
INSERTION DATE:  
2011
COLOR: CMYK
LS: na/naDmax
FOR QUESTIONS CALL: 
Todd Gutmann
214-891-3519

f leetnaturals.comNo laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use.

Keep your backcountry clean.
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