
maries to commentaries, alternating be-
tween funny, sexy and bitchy. As he writes 
in haiku 151, “So many bad lines / and ac-
tors to poke fun at, / so few syllables.”

Published late last year, Appetite (Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Press, 2012) by gay 
poet Aaron Smith is just as enticing and 
tasty as the day it was released, featuring 
a series accessible yet personal poems 
that speak to the contemporary queer ex-
perience.

Silverchest (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2013), the new book by prolific gay poet 
and writer Carl Phillips, who teaches at 
Washington University in Saint Louis, is 
his 12th, and features “poems shot through 
with his signature mix of eros, restless en-
ergy, and moral scrutiny.”

Due out in November, 2013, Alterna-
tive Medicine (Duke University Press, 
2013) the sixth poetry collection by Rafael 

Books of Summer
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legally married same-sex couples nation-
wide,” Lew said. “It provides access to ben-
efits, responsibilities and protections under 
federal tax law that all Americans deserve. 
This ruling also assures legally married 
same-sex couples that they can move free-
ly throughout the country knowing that their 
federal filing status will not change.”

The announcement was met with 
cheers from marriage equality advocates. 
“At long last, the IRS will treat them as 
what they are: married,” Evan Wolfson, 
president of Freedom to Marry said. “Free-
dom to Marry commends the administra-
tion’s swift implementation of the Supreme 
Court’s landmark ruling for federal equality 
in an area that will have a direct, tangible 

IRS Recognizes Same-Sex 
Marriages
On August 29 the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury and the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) announced a ruling that will en-
sure all legally-married same-sex couples, 
regardless of where they live, will be rec-
ognized for federal tax purposes. Recently 
the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a key 
provision of the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), which prohibited the federal gov-
ernment from recognizing the legal mar-
riages of same-sex couples.

Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew an-
nounced the change in a joint statement 
with the Internal Revenue Service.

“Today’s ruling provides certainty and 
clear, coherent tax filing guidance for all 

By GreGG Shapiro
poets’ corner – Award-winning gay La-
tino poet Richard Blanco continues the 
roll that began in early 2013 when he read 
his poem “One Today” at the inauguration 
of President Barak Obama with Boston 
Strong: The Poem (University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2013), the commemorative chap-
book-length poem, sales of which benefit 
The One Fund Boston following the Boston 
Marathon bombing. 

Gay poet Frank Bidart, who was re-
cently singled out and praised in Joel 
Breuklander’s piece in the Atlantic Month-
ly, returns with Metaphysical Dog (Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2013), the award-win-
ning writer and educator’s first new book of 
poems in five years.

In Peyton Place: A Haiku Soap Opera 
(Turtle Point Press, 2013) gay poet David 
Trinidad’s 516 haikus range from plot sum-

—continued on page 3

—continued on page 15

BEYOND THE... Campo, a gay poet, doctor, and educator, 
explores the “primal relationship between 
language, empathy, and healing.”

Originally published in 2010, Skin, Inc. 
(Graywolf, 2013) by Thomas Sayers Ellis, 
recently featured as one of the “23 People 
Who Will Make You Care About Poetry in 
2013” on Flavorwire.com, makes its pa-
perback debut, containing poems such as 
“Ways to be Black in a Poem” and “The 
Obama Hour.”

Novel approaches
A novel in rhyme that would be just 

as at home in the “Poets’ Corner” above, 
Love, Dishonor, Marry, Die, Cherish, Per-
ish (Doubleday, 2013), the final book (and 
first novel) by the late, beloved gay humor-
ist David Rakoff, is an essential part of his 
legacy and deserves its rightful place at 
the top of his canon.

YA novelist Bill Konigsberg’s Openly 
Straight (Arthur A. Levine Books / Scho-
lastic, 2013) follows gay teen Rafe across 
the country, from Boulder, Colorado to 

Stacey D'erasmo 
credit: Nina Subin
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gy to this feminist artistic legacy, you can 
contact Shana Goetsch at shanagoetsch.
com and she emphasizes that “you can 
always, always post your Baltimore-area 
feminist art events on the calendar, it will 
help more than you know.”

Goetsch says that there is no mem-
bership fee but that “We need some 
strong, creative thinkers to help us get 
this going. Also, grant-writers. Doesn’t 
everyone need a grant-writer though?” 
Goetsch enthusiastically says that “We 
have a Facebook page (Facebook.com/
tfap.bmore) and a Twitter account (@
TFAPbmore) and we’re working on a 
website so that we can have a bit of an 
academic discourse. I’d love to get some 
solid female writers and art critics into the 
mix too.”

Inclusion is an important focus of the 
Baltimore Chapter and Goetsch confirms 
that it is open to “Self-identified female 
artists from the Baltimore area as well 
as men who support and recognize the 
talents and achievements of Baltimore 
women in the arts.”

MICA’s social engagement philoso-
phy that emphasizes all forms of inclu-
sion has been another link to Goetsch’s 
passion for TFAP. “Before I took on this 
endeavor, I specifically inquired as to the 
inclusion of self-identified females as well 
as men in this project... it was really im-
portant to me for this chapter to be as in-
clusive as possible.” Goetsch continues, 

By DeNiSe r. DUarTe
The Feminist Art Project (TFAP) has a 
new Baltimore Chapter, thanks to local 
artist Shana Goetsch. The Institute for 
Women and Arts at Rutgers began TFAP 
in 2005 as “an international collabora-
tive initiative celebrating the feminist art 
movement and the aesthetic, intellectual, 
and political impact of women on the vi-
sual arts, art history, and art practice – 
past and present.” Their website states 
that they are a “strategic intervention 
against the ongoing erasure of women 
from the cultural record. The Feminist Art 
Project re-focuses public attention on the 
signal achievements of the feminist art 
movement and shines a spotlight on cur-
rent feminist art influences, trends and 
accomplishments.”

How does Baltimore fit into this frame-
work? Goetsch states that her goal is “To 
create a lasting impression and record of 
Baltimore women in the arts on the rest 
of the world. We’ve got the good stuff, so 
people should know more about us.” 

She anticipates that the Baltimore 
Chapter “... adds to Baltimore’s existing 
repertoire, its existing quirk, if you will. If 
we can help any women’s organizations 
in the process, or help female artists cre-
ate an audience that would be perfect. It 
should be sustainable and ultimately, I 
believe it will be.”

Goetsch is planning feminist art 
events that include exhibitions, work-
shops, artist talks, and professional de-
velopment opportunities. She says that 
“I will try my best to coordinate with 
this motto in mind: “Whatever Baltimore 
wants, Baltimore gets.” 

A graduate from Maryland Institute 
College of Art (MICA) with a master of 
fine arts in community arts, Goetsch,is 
not the only local connection Baltimore 
has for TFAP. MICA is listed as one of the 
founding program partners along with the 
likes of the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center, 
Brooklyn Museum, the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts, Rutgers University 
and Library, and the Women’s Caucus for 
Art among others. The Honorary Commit-
tee includes luminaries such as Gloria 
Steinem, the co-founder of Ms. Maga-
zine, Faith Ringgold, artist and professor 
emerita UCS and Lucy R. Lippard, writer 
and activist. The National Committee is 
comprised of notable women such as 
Judy Chicago, Judith K. Brodsky, and MI-
CA’s own Leslie King-Hammond, Gradu-
ate Dean Emeritus and Founding Direc-
tor of the Center for Race and Culture.

To add your artistic events and ener-

“So I think the two (TFAP and MFACA) 
are mainly linked because of my mindset 
and approach, and/or the philosophies 
that the MFA in community arts degree at 
MICA helped me to develop and expand. 
The fact that it was important to me, that 
this major feminist art group be as inclu-
sive as possible, that I thought to ask 
those questions. I believe that is a by-
product of just some of the philosophies 
that MFACA and I share. In base terms, it 
comes down to how I think people should 
be treated. Which is what drew me to be 
involved in both.”

Goetsch is a prolific artist and teach-
es as an adjunct professor at local Mary-
land academic institutions and art acad-
emies. She explains how her involvement 
in feminist issues has informed her own 
art practice, “My art has always been 
based in social practice/social justice, 
figuring out what it means to be a woman 
in the world, being human. I have always 
said, my art practice is probably closer to 
that of a comedian. I steal ‘bits’ from ev-
eryone and everything around me. All of 
these current and past experiences make 
up the whole of my work, some quite 
literally. There’s something on the hori-
zon, I’ll say that much. It’s just not fully 
formed yet. Although I expect that my in-
volvement with TFAP and working closely 
with other women will give me that slight 
boost that I am looking for in my art prac-
tice, absolutely.” t

Shana Goetsch credit: Sue Pezanoski-Browne
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impact on families’ financial health.”
HRC president Chad Griffin also com-

mented, “With today’s ruling, committed and 
loving gay and lesbian married couples will 
now be treated equally under our nation’s 
federal tax laws, regardless of the state 
they call home. These families finally have 
access to crucial tax benefits and protec-
tions previously denied to them under the 
discriminatory Defense of Marriage Act.” 
Under this new ruling from the Treasury 
Department and the IRS, same-sex cou-
ples who are legally married will be treated 
as married for all federal tax purposes, in-
cluding income, estate and gift taxes. The 
ruling applies regardless of whether the 
couple resides in a state or jurisdiction that 
recognizes their marriage. For example, 
if a same-sex couple married in Maryland 
but later moved to Virginia where such 
marriages are not recognized, the IRS will 
still recognize that couple as being married 
for tax purposes.

Prior to today’s ruling, lawfully mar-
ried same-sex couples were forced to de-
clare themselves “unmarried” to file their 
federal income tax returns. Furthermore, 
transfers of property, gifts and inheri-
tances between same-sex spouses were 
taxed, unlike those between opposite-sex 
spouses – as was the case in Edie Wind-
sor’s successful challenge to DOMA before 

SaMe-Sex BoNDS oKay for 
feD Tax pUrpoSeS

– continued from page 1 
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the Supreme Court. Even the health insur-
ance benefits provided for a same-sex 
spouse were treated as taxable income, 
costing the average same-sex couple 
over $1,000 a year in additional taxes. 
Recently other federal agencies have is-
sued similar rulings or guidance regarding 
the invalidation of Section 3 of DOMA, in-
cluding the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, Department of Defense, Department 
of Health and Human Services, and Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Other agencies 
are expected to announce decisions on 
how benefits will flow to same-sex couples. 
Since the Supreme Court announced it 
would take up the challenge to DOMA in 
Windsor v. United States, HRC has been 
urging the White House and agencies 
across the government to make any nec-
essary changes to policies, procedures 
and regulations to ensure the broadest 
implementation of a favorable decision on 
DOMA. Earlier this month, HRC sent a let-
ter to the Treasury Department and the IRS 
urging them to recognize all lawfully-mar-
ried same-sex couples for their purposes.  
“We urge all federal agencies to the great-
est degree possible to join the Treasury 
Department and the IRS in recogniz-
ing the legal marriages of all same-sex 
couples,” continued Griffin. “No family 
should have to worry about losing impor-
tant federal rights and benefits, simply 
because they live in a state that doesn’t 
recognize them as equal under the law.” 
Visit Hrc.org for more information on how 
federal taxes impact married couples. t

By STeve ChariNG
PW’s Sports Bar and 
Grill, Howard County’s 
only gay bar, will host a 
crab feast on September 
21 to benefit one of its 
favorite drag performers, 
Miss Anastacia Amor. 
The purpose is to raise 
money so that Amor can 
travel and compete in 
the Miss Gay America 
contest to be held in 
St. Louis, from October 
9-13. “Miss Gay Amer-
ica is important to me 
because this is the sys-
tem that has helped me 
grow as a person and 
entertainer, constantly 
striving to be a symbol 
of excellence,” said Miss 
Amor.

Benefit Crab Feast at PW’s Sports Bar

anastacia amor to 
compete in Miss Gay 
america
credit: Steve Weiner Photography

The crab feast 
will take place from 
noon to 6 p.m. Ta-
bles and tents will 
be set up outside 
to enjoy the festivi-
ties, and there will 
be a live DJ. PW’s 
is located at 9855 
Washington Boule-
vard North, Laurel, 
Maryland.

For $35 in ad-
vance ($40 at the 
door), it will be an 
all-the-crabs-you-
can-eat event plus 
all the draft beer 
you can drink. 
Tickets may be 
purchased online 
at Pwssportsbar.
ticketleap.com. t 
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By STeve ChariNG 
Slutwalk Baltimore and Baltimore United 
Against Sexual Violence have partnered 
with organizations in Munich (Bavaria, 
Germany), Ottawa (Ontario, Canada), Bel-
leville (Ontario, Canada), Winnipeg (Mani-
toba, Canada), Tucson, and Chicago for 
this day to take a stand against slut sham-
ing, victim blaming, rape culture and the 
general vilification of sexuality on Septem-
ber 7. The walk (rain or shine) will begin 
at 10 a.m. at the Power Plant and end at 
Baltimore City Hall. 

In January 2011, an officer in the To-
ronto police department allegedly said, 
“Women should avoid dressing like sluts 
in order not to be victimized.” That story 
started the worldwide movement.

“SlutWalk has become a worldwide 
movement, working to end victim-blaming 
and slut-shaming and to raise awareness 
about sexual assault and change cultural 
attitudes (rape culture) so we can end 
sexual assault,” Rachel Perry-Crook, the 
Director of SlutWalk Baltimore told Balti-
more OuTloud. “As the survivor of sexual 
assault and a victim of slut-shaming, I 
know the detrimental effects it can have 
on a person. I took over SlutWalk Balti-
more in 2012 because I need to help cre-
ate a world where no one else is made to 
feel as I did.”

Added Lucas McCahill, lead organizer 
of the American Humanist Association’s 
LGBTQ Humanist Council of Baltimore, 
“SlutWalk also stands up for those in the 
LGBTQ community who have been the 
victims of what is called, ‘corrective rape’ 
whereby a person sexually assaults a 
member of the LGBTQ community to, ‘fix’ 
them.”

For more information, email baltimore.
slutwalk@gmail.com. t
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worship across the state, but do not seek 
help from their spiritual leaders due to 
stigma around issues of sexuality, possible 
loss of privacy and fear of excommunica-
tion from family, friends, and their loved 
ones. 

Baltimore Black Pride will convene 
an open forum with spiritual leaders 
and the community of Baltimore City on 
September 27 called “Am I My Brother’s 

With nearly 30,000 Marylanders living with 
HIV/AIDS, Baltimore Black Pride, along 
with members of the Maryland Prevention 
and Health Promotion Administration, lo-
cal health departments, and community 
based-organizations have created an alli-
ance to address specifically HIV infections 
among MSM (men who have sex with men) 
in the state. This community is targeted 
because a 2009 report indicated that MSM 
made up 46 percent of all new HIV diag-
noses. 

“We recognize that faith-based orga-
nizations (FBO) have done much of the 
important work needed to increase HIV 
awareness, education and testing in the 
general community,” said Carlton R. Smith, 
president of Baltimore Black Pride. “How-
ever, a specific reach is needed to the 
African-American gay and bisexual, and/or 
same gender-loving community.”

Many of those infected and affected by 
HIV attend and are members of places of 

Black Pride Forum to Address HIV among MSM
Keeper?” Special guest moderator will be 
radio talk show host Anthony McCarthy. 
The forum will take place 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Eubie Blake National Jazz & Cul-
tural Center, 847 North. Howard Street, 
Baltimore. Light breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. Admission is free and open 
to the public.

“We will be discussing ways of expand-
ing the capacity of FBOs to conduct HIV 
prevention activities for gay and bisexual 
men in faith-based settings,” explained 
Smith. “We will create a dialogue about 
stigma and other barriers in our commu-
nity’s of faith that prevent gay and bisex-
ual men from seeking HIV care and HIV 
preventative services. We are anticipating 
‘Am I My Brother’s Keeper?’ to serve as 
a model of community engagement easily 
replicated in other disease-burdened ar-
eas of the state.” t

For more information, email bmore-
blackpride@yahoo.com.

A Walk to 
End Shame 

‘Motivating us to work for the greater good’
credit: ETV South Carolina

enforcement of segregation, risked her life 
in the Deep South registering fellow African 
Americans to vote, and even spent 40 days in 
a maximum security prison in Jackson, Missis-
sippi for her activism. 

She made headlines in the 1960s when 
she was arrested at the Glen Echo Amuse-
ment Park in Montgomery County for refusing 

to leave. She was one of five Howard 
University students who were plain-
tiffs in civil rights suits that were heard 
before the Supreme Court arguing for 
desegregation of the amusement park.

From those gloomy days, she 
committed her whole life to making 
the world a more just, more equitable 
place for everyone. And there are 
many more steps to take on the path 
towards social justice. 

In an effort to honor her legacy as 
a civil rights hero, The Gwendolyn Britt 
Portrait Project was recently launched. 
The goal is to raise $20,000 so that a 

portrait of Sen. Britt would be on display. Sen-
ate President Thomas V. “Mike” Miller has 
enthusiastically agreed to place her portrait 
in one of the Senate’s office buildings in An-
napolis.

“Portrait painting is an art form, and one 
of the most celebrated ways in this country 
to honor individuals who make tremendous 
contributions to society,” explains Furmansky, 
a leader of the project. “It takes time and skill 
and is also more challenging when painting 

By STeve ChariNG
Achieving marriage equality in Maryland was 
a hard-fought battle that succeeded after re-
peated disappointments in Annapolis. It wasn’t 
long ago that there was a paucity of legislators 
on board, even less who were vocal propo-
nents of the bill. 

One of those key people who stood out dur-
ing the push for marriage equality 
was the late Senator Gwendolyn 
Britt. Sen. Britt, a Democrat repre-
senting her 47th District in Prince 
George’s County, became a stal-
wart ally when few dared to do so. 
Sadly, she unexpectedly passed 
away in January 2008 at the age 
of 66. 

“Sen. Britt became our ally, 
supporter, friend, and inspiration,” 
said Dan Furmansky who was 
the executive director of Equal-
ity Maryland during those trying 
times. “Sen. Britt stood by our 
side time and again. When we asked her to 
be the lead sponsor of our marriage bill in the 
Senate, she did not hesitate. It was clear she 
was proud to be honored with such a request.” 

He added, “She took the responsibility se-
riously, and became a passionate champion 
for the freedom to marry. That she was a bona 
fide civil rights hero made her involvement 
even more special.”

Indeed, Sen. Britt was a freedom rider 
who played a pivotal role in ending Maryland’s 

Gwendolyn Britt Portrait Project is Launched
someone who is deceased.” 

The artist, Lisa Egeli, will spend up to six 
months working to capture Sen. Britt’s vibran-
cy and humanity, and her pricing is reflective of 
the median cost for such a project, according 
to Furmansky. “The portrait will be produced 
and framed so that it will last for time immemo-
rial in the halls of our state’s political corridors,” 
he says. 

The portraits that do line the corridors in 
Annapolis are mostly of white men who served 
honorably for 250 years, as noted on the gw-
ensportrait.org website where donations can 
be made from constituents, organizations and 
others who are touched her legacy. 

The website states, “Senator Gwendolyn 
Britt Portrait Project holds extra significance be-
cause this is an opportunity to lift up Gwendolyn 
Britt not just as a respected state senator, but 
as a woman, an African American, a Freedom 
Rider, and a justice-seeker who shaped society 
for the better. She is an example for all, and her 
portrait, residing among Maryland’s foremost 
leaders who came before her, will be an inspira-
tion to countless young people.”

Equality Maryland Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) organization, has agreed to serve as a 
fiscal agent for the Senator Gwendolyn Britt 
Portrait Project. Therefore, donations desig-
nated through the Foundation to support this 
project are tax deductible to the full extent 
provided by the law. Equality Maryland Foun-
dation has also made a leadership contribu-
tion of $2,500. t

The late Senator 
Gwendolyn Britt

Slutwalkers say it loud and clear
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New York-minute, those living in the Empire 
State were among those who spent the least 
amount of time on the site, at ten minutes. 
Marylanders spent a little less than ten-and-
a half minutes per visit. (The Mail Online at 
Dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2407886 /Porn-

Olympic Committee 
says political 
statements not ok
Moscow, russia – Athletes who use their 
participation in the Winter Olympics in So-
chi to protest the government’s anti-gay 
laws could be removed from the Games. 
The International Olympics Committee told 
two separate LGBT news outlets, the Wash-
ington Blade and Gay Star News, that it is 
against Olympic rules to engage in political 
statements, even one as small as wearing a 
rainbow pin, as Blake Skjellerup, an openly 
gay speed skater from New Zealand, said he 
would. Figure skater Johnny Weir, who is very 
openly gay, said that he might be arrested just 
walking down the street. He said that he does 
not plan on visibly protesting or challenging 
the law, but he told CBS News, “If it takes me 
getting arrested for people to pay attention, 
and for people to lobby against this law, then 
I’m willing to take it. Like anyone, I’m scared 
to be arrested, but I’m also not afraid of being 
arrested.”

At the World Athletics Championship last 
week in Moscow, two members of the Rus-
sian women’s 4 × 400 relay team kissed on 
the lips in protest of the law, as their team was 
on the dais receiving their gold medals. 

There are also conflicting reports coming 
from the Russian government and the IOC 
over whether the law, which outlaws the dis-
semination of “gay propaganda” to minors, 
would be enforced during the Olympics. IOC 
officials seem to think that enforcement will 
be relaxed, while Russian officials say that 
anyone violating the law will still be subject to 
it. President Barack Obama has spoken out 
against the law, but said that it would be inap-
propriate to boycott the Olympics, as the U.S. 
did in 1980. t  (Gay People’s Chronicle – 
Anthony Glassman at Gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

Trans housing case 
in Texas could be 
landmark
Seven points, Texas – When Roxanne 
Joganik began presenting as a woman, 
she was told to remove her trailer from the 
Texan RV Park in Athens. Joganik said she 
never had a problem with the former owner 
of the park, whom she called a friend and 
had known for 25 years. When a new own-
er, George Toone, purchased the property, 
she told him she was transgender. “He said 
he didn’t care, as long as I didn’t dress up,” 
she said. But, when Toone refused to take 
rent from Joganik, her partner, Darlina An-
thony, who is bisexual, tried to pay it and 
said Joganik would leave the park to live 
with her son. “We don’t like your type, ei-
ther,” Anthony said Toone told her. 

The federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development is pursuing the 
case under regulations drawn up under 
the Obama administration that say trans 
discrimination falls under the category of 
gender discrimination. Lambda Legal’s 
Ken Upton Jr., who reviewed Joganik’s 
complaint before it went to HUD, said it 
could be a landmark case establishing that 
discrimination against a trans person is a 
form of gender discrimination. Lisa Mottet, 
deputy executive director of the Transgen-
der Defense and Legal Fund in Washing-
ton, D.C., said so far HUD has intervened 
in a small handful of cases, but this may 
be the first to come to trial. “It’s incredibly 
important that housing providers are held 
accountable so there’s a deterrent effect,” 
she said. 

In a lawsuit filed against Toone, HUD 
charged him with violation of the Fair 
Housing Act. “Toone did not want Com-
plainant Joganik to wear female clothing 
in the park because there are children 
around the pool and it is ‘not the type of 
atmosphere we want to promote on pri-
vate property,’” the HUD document states. 
“Toone would rather not have transgender 
persons in the common areas of the park.” 

According to the HUD documents, Toone 
denied all charges, telling HUD Joganik 
didn’t sign the park rules and disrupted 
other guests. Toone couldn’t be reached 
for comment. The HUD documents point 
out there is no dress code specified in the 
rules Toone claimed Joganik didn’t sign. 
The law also prohibits limiting a person’s 
use of a property’s facilities or services 
because of sex. The case may be heard 
before an administrative law judge later 
this year unless Toone petitions the court 
for a jury trial. HUD is seeking $16,000 in 
damages “plus additional relief as may be 
appropriate.” (Dallas Voice – David Taffet 
at Dallasvoice.com)

Federal Judge rules 
Uganda gay rights 
suit can go forward
Springfield, Massachusetts – As reported 
by the Associated Press, a federal judge won’t 
dismiss a Ugandan gay rights group’s lawsuit 
against a Massachusetts evangelical minister. 

Sexual Minorities 
Uganda’s claim al-
leged Scott Lively 
conspired to perse-
cute gays in the East 
African country. The 
plaintiff called the 
August 21 ruling by 
U.S. District Judge 
Michael Ponsor a 
significant victory for 
human rights. Lively 
sought dismissal of 
the 2012 claim, with 

his lawyer claiming it attacked his free speech 
right.

The plaintiff says Lively met with Ugandan 
leaders and headlined a 2009 conference from 
which an anti-gay bill emerged. The bill’s first 
proposal called for the death penalty to pun-
ish some homosexual acts. Lively has said 
he never advocated violence against gays, 
instead calling for therapy and not punishment 
for them. Lively’s attorney Horatio Mihet says 
they’ll continue to fight the lawsuit and are con-
fident Lively will be vindicated.

One August 30, a group of anti-gay mem-
bers of the Ugandan Parliament met in Dallas. 
The Eastern Africa Diaspora Business Council 
and Uganda North America Association are 
met at the Omni Hotel. The guest of honor was 
Uganda’s Vice President H.E Edward Ssekan-
di. The delegation included cabinet ministers 
and 21 members of the Ugandan Parliament. 
(Bay Windows, Associated Press, & Dallas 
Voice at Baywindows.com & Dallasvoice.com)

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyoND The BeLTway

roxanne Joganik & Darlina anthony

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Scott Lively

Adult content 
website releases 
porn map of U.S.
New york City – Hard-working New York-
ers appear to be yearning for their carefree 
youthful days, with “college” being the most 
often searched for term when looking for porn 
clips on the Internet. While other states look 
for more kinky footage, New Yorkers appear 
to be playing it safe with college as the num-
ber one search in the state, followed closely 
by massage, according to adult website Porn-
Hub. The website compiled a list last week 
of the top three search terms in each state. 
One New Yorker tried to make sense of the 
tame search for massage in a city where 
nearly everything goes. “We’re around a lot 
of people but not actually getting touched... 
It’s hard to have a relationship in New York,” 
Nora O’Hara, 24, told the New York Post. 

In the Bible Belt popular searches in-
cluded hot moms or “Milfs,” “Big Gals,” or “big 
beautiful woman,” and other terms not fit to 
print in a newspaper. “Teen” was a popular 
search in several states, including Texas, 
Oregon, South Carolina, and Missouri, ac-
cording to the study. Other states, including 
California and Washington, opted for “Asian” 
while those in Kentucky favored the more 
specialist hentai, based on Japanese car-
toon pornography. In Nevada, the research 
showed the website’s users to be more faith-
ful, with searches singling out one particular 
star of adult movies – Anita Queen. Another 
more unusual search was highlighted in Wyo-
ming, where ‘smoking’ was the most popular 
search term. 

The adult website that carried out the 
research also released information on how 
much time the average user spends on the 
site. Those in Mississippi liked to take their 
time, spending an average of 12 minutes 
looking at the site but while it wasn’t quite a 
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ThiNKiNG oUTLoUD

vaNN MiLLhoUSe
For Mr. Devon Tensley, coming to grips 
with his truth was hard as a rose growing 
from concrete. He bravely shared what it 
was like during his turbulent teen years liv-
ing as a female yet identifying as a man 
and unable to articulate these feelings. 
Eventually marrying his lesbian partner, in 
what appeared to be written into the his-
tory books as “picture perfect,” he left us 
to question what else could anyone ask. 
His experience further validates the hu-
man self as versatile and reveals the par-
allel and sometimes simultaneous strug-
gles concerning orientation and identity of 
transgender people. Here’s his story in his 
own words:

Learning to truly see myself, accept 
who I am and love who I am has definitely 
been a work in progress. A domestic vio-
lent episode made ripples in the lives of 
many, first by saving me from me. I met 
the first transgender man of color in my life 
during a mandated group; needless to say 
I was shocked because I was told black 
people don’t transition. Taking a real peak 
into my identity mirror while learning posi-
tive coping mechanisms for anger proved 
to be the beginning of my new life. 
I reconnected with the love 
interest of my past and 
immediately shared 
my truth which in-
cluded my intent to 
transition. Her full 
acceptance was in-
stant and fortified 
when she said, “I al-
ready love you.” She 
accepted my proposal of 
marriage, and I thought my 
life path was crystal clear and adorned with 
roses.

I heard many relationships did not sur-
vive the transition so we purposefully set 
out to make it work. Financial hardships 
– everyone goes through that; stress from 
raising a family was not unusual either. 
Counseling revealed that my anger was 
attributed to dysphoria, which was a relief. 
However I could not fully make out the fa-
miliar feelings that continued to surface. 
The internal conversation started to happen 
and get louder. “Am I changing?” I asked 
myself. I started to feel different, something 
was happening but I chalked it up to the 
hormones sending me into puberty over-
drive. I aspired to be the man she needed 
and expected me to be. Although she main-
tained her lesbian orientation and remained 
dedicated to “standing by her man,” all this 
reinforced the expectation to fit into the 
hetero-masculinity box. I found myself in an 

intense, silent, subterranean closet.
From a distance the roses bloomed and 

droplets of water glistened as diamonds but 
the weeds grew inside me. I could not bring 
myself to prune the rose bush and found 
myself being jabbed by thorns. Eventually, I 
stood, holding behind my back, a limp bou-
quet with remnants of soft petals reflected 
in my children. Rationalizing my feelings 
I did not know how to reveal what caused 
my closeted silence. I did not know where 
to find support and dreaded the worst. The 
overwhelming sullenness was broken a 
year later when she learned of my infidelity 
and deep involvement with a man. 

As obvious as it may seem to some it 
was not obvious to us as to what to do next. 
Our communication was not the best dur-
ing this entire process and I was unsure as 
to what this really meant. I hurt the woman 
I loved, I had children and wanted with all 
my heart to be That Man; the one I saw on 
television growing up. As desperately as I 
desired to help her, I was of no consola-
tion as I struggled to accept myself. Rid-
dled with guilt and confusion I relentlessly 
questioned my masculinity and made up 
reasons why I chose a man instead of fac-
ing the music. Am I really attracted to men? 
Does this mean I’m gay and is there such 

a thing as gay transmen? Is this a phase? 
We parted, reunited, and attempted to 

reconcile to no avail.
The dried out rose petals lay scat-

tered on the ground, each leaflet rep-
resenting life and death. Death to the 
secrets and life to a new uncharted 

world of a black gay transman. Easy, 
right? Think again. Bracing for the back-

lash and uneducated reactions I tried to 
prepare myself. “Why would you ‘become’ 
a man just to be with a man?” “You should 
have ‘just stayed a woman’!” “You are noth-
ing but a woman who is scared to date a 
man!” “You people are so confused and 
don’t know what you are!” “So you aren’t 
trans anymore, right?”

Bombarded with new concerns; what 
are my daily challenges? What are the 
codes and social graces of my new com-
munity? Most of all, how will I maintain a 
healthy relationship with my ex-wife as we 
co-parent? Less than a year in and the road 
has been tough. Setting clear boundaries 
and expectations has proven beneficial. 
Our children’s well-being always remain 
in the forefront and we sat down with our 
pastor seeking guidance concerning our 
circumstances. I just started learning the 
nuances of navigating the world as a black 
man and now I must quickly learn how to 
not only live but survive as a black gay 
transman. t

REAL TRANS TALK: Thorns & Roses

The past month or so there has been a lot of 
noise in the media about pronouns. Some of 
it most assuredly from the trans community 
but the bulk of it seems to be coming from 
the greater LGB and mainstream media. Of 
course, the instigation of this is Private Chel-
sea Manning’s very public self-declaration, 
following her sentencing, of a new name and 
preferred pronoun and the immediate rush 
and pressure by many to “embrace” this per-
son whom none of us have seen or interacted 
with save for a “selfie” portrait.

I’ll not revisit my last column which chas-
tised that soldier’s explanation that in some 
way being trans caused so much emotional 
distress that she had to release classified in-
formation – an insult to any trans person who 
handles classified today. The issue here now 
becomes one of identification, interaction, 
and self-declaration. How do I address you? 
What do you call me? Who gets to decide 
that?

I’ve attended functions and conferences 
where gender variance is the norm. And in 
those limited settings it is not uncommon to 
come across folks in various states of socially 
“unacceptable” gender ambiguity. You see we 
all have some set notions on gender expres-
sion. Note I said expression, not identity. 

Perhaps a modest tutorial is needed here. 
Gender identity is who you believe you are with 
respect to your person. Some identify as fe-
male, some male, some as both and some as 
neither. Gender expression is how you show 
your identification to others. Clothing, hair-
styles, makeup, manner, speech, etc. all play 
into what others perceive as your expression. 
It is quite possible to have a gender identity 
that is incongruent with one’s gender expres-
sion, as perceived by social norms. And this is 
where we end up with problems for some.

For example, a trans woman who ap-
pears in a forum, group or conference, who 
has a gender identity of female, who has not 
physically presented socially as female, may 
still be known by a female name and request 
feminine pronouns in those settings. This is 
not uncommon. This person, however, is of-
ten living in the closet outside of that venue. 
And if you were to approach them on the 
street they would likely use their male name 
and pronouns. So are they he? Or she? And 
some, including the person in question, might 

say, it “depends.” Confused yet?
One of the protocols in Transdom is you 

often ask a person how they identify and what 
pronouns they prefer. I have had to do this 
on occasion when meeting someone new; 
sometimes even after meeting them again 
as they often change their mind. Personally, I 
frequently have this issue with persons on the 
trans masculine, female-to-male, spectrum 
because sometimes frankly I just cannot tell. 

The same holds true for those who iden-
tify as genderqueer for me. Rather than as-
sume and insult the person, I ask the identity 
and pronoun questions. However as a person 
who has gone to some effort to actively pres-
ent socially and physically as a female, if I get 
asked those same things I am frankly a bit 
insulted. I mean really? But I guess it’s like 
any other middle-aged person getting carded 
buying beer. You don’t really need to, but you 
do it for everybody so nobody complains. My 
answer to the question on pronouns lately 
has become, “Gee. What do you think?”

And so now we come back to our self-
declared gender variant persons. I fear we 
are headed to a world that every conversa-
tion with a person we meet for the first time 
will need to begin with, “How do you identify?” 
And, “What names and pronouns do you pre-
fer?” I guess for those of us not quite tuned in 
we will probably need to adopt some kind of 
color-coded name badge. This is, of course, 
absurd in practice. 

Those folks who have rejected the gen-
der binary need to stop being quite so angry 
if somebody mis-genders them upon meeting 
them. Our brains are fundamentally wired to 
recognize gender by physical and learned so-
cial cues. Even if the person in question pre-
fers to be referred to as “they” rather than he 
or she. Most assuredly this is the case when 
all evidence appears to be to the contrary.

Why do I care about this you ask? Because 
just as our gay and lesbian peers learned that 
by being gender conforming they could get 
traction in the mainstream for all in the move-
ment, we in the trans movement have similar 
challenges. And so we enter the confluence of 
identity and the law which likes clean and tidy 
definitions like male and female. Nobody can 
see your gender identity. What they do see, 
and make determination of, is your expres-
sion. And based on that expression we have 
classes of persons who fit particular legal con-
structs with regards to protections. 

And while I personally believe that you 
should not be discriminated against regard-
less of your gender expression (lesbians and 
gays, I am talking about you too), this be-
comes a very hard sell to move some law-
makers who fear that equality for trans folk 
equals ambiguity in such things. And this is 
the difference between politics and the law, 
especially if they have no idea what to call 
you. t

Call Me

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett
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LGBT folks to come out. That puts a real 
human face on what was once considered 
abstract.

What MTV has done and continues to 
do is casting a positive light on LGBT peo-
ple for a younger generation; the impres-
sions on LGBT teens cannot be overstated. 
It is no coincidence that issues, such as 
marriage equality, receive the highest level 
of support from teens and young adults. 
And I wonder how many young LGBT lives 
have been saved by the positive reinforce-
ment of MTV’s programming. 

“MTV has a long history of sharing 
groundbreaking and diverse portrayals 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people that help Americans understand our 
community,” said GLAAD spokesperson 
Wilson Cruz. “When other networks have 
shied away from stories that showcase the 
diversity of the LGBT community, MTV has 
been known to boldly discuss LGBT issues 
as well as include LGBT people of color 
and transgender people.”

The Video Music Awards and the plat-
form it offers to pro-LGBT artists adds on 
to the already great body of work by MTV 
and keeps the momentum going on the 
side of equality and justice. Thankfully, 
young people are influenced by this, and 
they represent our future. t

characters with a dose of homoerotic im-
agery and dialogue. The straight charac-
ters shrug it off. 

The upshot of this LGBT-inclusive pro-
gramming is that positive images of LGBT 
folks have been delivered to an entire gen-
eration since the early 1990’s. The sitcom 
Will and Grace has been largely credited 
for allowing America’s heartland to view 
gays as normal, everyday people with the 
same problems and joys as the rest of the 
country. When LGBT people are portrayed 
in that light, there is more acceptance 
on the part of the larger population mak-
ing the environment more comfortable for 

It’s a pity that Miley Cyrus’ near porno-
graphic twerking, tongue and finger move-
ments received so much attention follow-
ing the recent MTV’s Video Music Awards 
extravaganza. It overshadowed Bruno 
Mars, Lady Gaga, and Justin Timberlake’s 
stunning performances and the fleeting re-
union with the latter’s fellow ‘N Sync pals, 
as well as other highlights from the show. 

Also driven to the background by Cyrus 
but of significance to the LGBT community 
were the poignant remarks made by Se-
attle rapper Macklemore (Ben Haggerty) 
following his and producer Ryan Lewis’ 
receiving the award for Best Video with a 
Social Message for the gay anthem “Same 
Love” and the subsequent performance of 
the hit single. 

“To watch this song in the last year 
spread across the world is a testament to 
what is happening right now in America on 
the forefront of equality,” said Macklemore 
while accepting his statue. “Gay rights are 
human rights, there is no separation.” The 
video has over 70 million hits on You Tube 
alone.

Macklemore told The New York Times 
he composed “Same Love” in March 2012 
after reading an article about a bullied gay 
teenager who committed suicide. It was 
recorded during Washington State’s ref-
erendum battle for same-sex marriage to 
promote marriage equality, and it also con-
demned homophobia in hip hop, society, 
and the mainstream media. 

“I just wanted to hold myself account-
able and hold hip-hop accountable and 
bring up an issue that was being pushed 
under the rug,” Macklemore said. The vid-
eo calls out other hip-hop artists for using 
gay slurs and religious leaders for refusing 
to support marriage equality.

As a straight man, he said he also 
wanted to show his support for his two 
gay uncles and his gay godfather. Indeed, 
the cover artwork for the single features 
a photograph of Macklemore’s gay uncle 
and his partner.

Jason Collins, the NBA player who 

came out earlier this year as 
gay, introduced the duo who 
performed the song with sing-
er Mary Lambert and surprise 
guest Jennifer Hudson – an-
other highlight-worthy moment 
in the show.

The MTV Music Video 
Awards has always been edgy 
and there were memorable mo-
ments for gay folks to enjoy 
throughout its run. Remember 
10 years ago the Madonna-
Britney-Christina kiss? Or last 
year, there was the recently out 
Frank Ocean singing “Thinkin 
Bout You.” Or Ricky Martin, Ru Paul, Pet 
Shop Boys, Cher – the list goes on.

The point is, MTV, which debuted on 
August 1, 1981, has continually provid-
ed a platform for LGBT rights advocates 
and produced numerous shows with 
LGBT characters. While the network has 
changed its format from wall-to-wall videos 
to a bevy of reality TV shows, it maintained 
its social consciousness especially in the 
LGBT sphere and included such related is-
sues as bullying and teen suicide. 

Consequently, MTV in 2010 became 
the first network ever to receive an “Excel-
lent” rating in GLAAD’s Network Responsi-
bility Index report. GLAAD is the principal 
organization that works directly with news 
media, entertainment media, cultural insti-
tutions and social media.

From the early years of MTV’s iconic 
series The real World, LGBT characters 
were a part of every installment. That in-
cluded the sad but inspiring journey of Pe-
dro Zamora, a gay man in 1994 San Fran-
cisco who courageously came out to his 
housemates and to the world that he had 
HIV/AIDS and his brave but losing battle to 
live with the disease. 

The series depicted other LGBT folks 
with the same issues, personal problems, 
strengths, weaknesses, dreams, and the 
need for love as their straight counterparts. 
Some were wonderful beings; others were 
loathsome – a mix that you would ordinar-
ily find in straight America.

The True Life series on occasion dis-
cussed realities of LGBT life. One episode 
in 2003 featured a gay teacher in Texas 
and in 2004 same-sex couples getting 
married. In 2012 the network co-sponsored 
two specials for the “It Gets Better” project. 
This past year, they also included a gay 
man struggling to come out as HIV posi-
tive in their special “I’m Positive,” which 
earned a Daytime Entertainment Emmy 
nomination. 

The scripted show Awkward has two 
featured gay characters, and America’s 
Best Dance Crew has gay competitors. 
Teen Wolf also includes two openly gay 

MTV’s Role 
in LGBT 
Acceptance

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken



10 t  BaLTiMore oUTLoUD    SEPTEMBER 6, 2013 •  BALTIMOreOuTLOuD.COM

Several years ago I watched a video about 
strategies to help people better manage 
conflict in their relationships. At first the 
presentation was boring, as it was review 
of basic material. But at some point the 
presenter’s drone turned melodic as she 
looked intently into the camera and purred 
“self-soothing,” then “self-sooooothing,” 
raising an eyebrow and subtly stroking her 
forearm, apparently to clue us in. She didn’t 
elaborate further, but below is what I imag-
ine she might have gone on to say.

In romantic relationships, masturbation 
can help couples resolve sexual issues. The 
likelihood that your partner’s desired fre-

quency and preferred expression of physi-
cal intimacy are exactly the same as yours 
is low. Sex often has a different meaning 
and value for each partner, which can re-
sult in misunderstandings and conflict. You 
may experience feelings of connection and 
love primarily through the act of sex, while 
sex may play a less important role for your 
partner. 

Conflict is likely if you make assump-
tions about why your partner declines 
your sexual advances or makes repeated 
requests more frequent sex. One common 
mistake is to take a self-centric stance, believ-
ing that your partner’s behavior has the same 
meaning for them that yours does for you. If 
you already “know” the meaning of their be-
havior, you have no reason to question your 
(possibly faulty) reasoning, and you may react 
to perceived rejection by becoming angry, feel-
ing rejected, arguing or even ending the rela-
tionship.

Masturbating on a routine basis while your 
partner is two rooms away can lead to feelings 
of isolation, resentment, and loneliness, feel-
ing like “a dog looking for any [sexual] crumb,” 
as I have heard it described. One solution that 
has worked for many couples is for the partner 
with the lower libido to present and attentive 
while their partner masturbates. This attentive-
ness does not refer to touching the other part-

The Role of 
Masturbation 
in Relationships

Love
Douglas Chay

Labor
The

of

qUaLiTy of Life

ner, as the entire purpose of this experiment 
is to respect both partners’ desired frequency 
and preferred expression of sexual activity. At-
tentiveness refers to the act of refraining from 
engaging in some outside activity (e.g. surfing 
the internet) while in the presence of the part-
ner who is masturbating while being emotion-
ally present.

The result is can be that the party who 
masturbates feels connected, enjoying a 
sexual experience with the other partner who 
feels no pressure to engage. More often then 
not, the partner with the lower libido eventually 
starts to engage, but even if they don’t at least 

both of you are acknowledging the issue and 
making an effort to address it. 

If you and your partner are experiencing 
conflict due to differing libidos, experiment 
in a way that respects both of your needs 
and comfort levels. Just because you can’t 
think of a solution doesn’t mean one doesn’t 
exist. It may involve one different behavior 
or a combination of several. As long as you 
communicate openly and honestly, be cre-
ative, and seek help if you need it, you will 
most likely be able to have a sexually satis-
fying relationship even if your sexual needs 
differ. t
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qUaLiTy of Life

  Peace 
in the Now

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

The husband and I indulge in a guilty plea-
sure by watching tattooing TV shows. We 
were watching Ink Master the other day, 
and this cute ginger bear – who had been 
struggling in the competition, but did really 
well earlier in this episode – was sitting 
down to tattoo his “canvas.” 

Having won a preliminary contest, he 
assigned himself an easy tattoo and was 
positioned to do very well in the main 
event. However, as he was beginning his 
tattoo, his voiceover intoned, “I struggle 
with panic disorder, which is a real chal-
lenge. And I really have to do well on this 
tattoo!”

I felt so sad for the bear. The situation 
provided him with a perfect opportunity to 
relax, feel confident, and execute step-by-
step. Instead, he shifted into a habitual 
way of focusing that unnerved him and 
threatened his work.

As a life & career coach, it’s my job to 
help people to reach their personal goals 
quicker and easier. The best way to do that 
is to apply a relaxed concentration to situ-
ations in life. I love to quote movies, and 
one of the movies I quote most often is 
the old baseball film Bull Durham. At one 
point in the film, Kevin Costner’s charac-
ter is mired in a horrible batting slump, and 
Susan Sarandon’s character says to him, 
“Batting is just like making love… you just 
have to relax and concentrate.”

The trick is to do both at the same 
time. If you’re too relaxed, then you’ll be a 
sloppy surfer dude, suffering from a lack of 
ambition and focus beyond the next wave. 
If you’re too wrapped up in concentration, 
you’ll be a giant anxiety ball, too tight and 
frazzled to perform well.

Now, there is plenty of material out 
there that urges us to stay focused on the 
present moment. You know, carpe diem! 
A long journey begins with a single step. 
That old John Mellencamp song, Your Life 
is Now. If you found out that you would be 
dead in three months, what would you do 
that you’d been putting off? Yada, yada, 
yada.

On the one hand, there’s wisdom in 

all of these approaches. Regular readers 
of my column will probably recognize that 
I’ve cited a few of these examples in past 
columns. 

On the other hand, these motivational 
sayings often err on the side of us being 
edgy and driven instead of feeling peace-
ful and fully engaged with life. They’re all 
about the concentration but say nothing 
about relaxing. It’s all about getting to the 
nursing home without feeling regret for 
what you avoided or failed to do. It’s about 
driving yourself to some excellent result 
that you’re going to appreciate later. Done 
poorly, and it can dovetail with the worst 
parts of the American Dream: keeping up 
with the Joneses, or running from your own 
mortality. 

George Harrison’s All Things Must 
Pass is as true as Mellencamp’s Your Life 
Is Now.

So, let’s get back to Susan Sarandon’s 
character in Bull Durham, shaking her sexy 
hips and batting those huge eye lashes at 
her man as she coaches him: relax and 
concentrate. Our best love making ses-
sions are pleasurable, not driven. It’s about 
making the present moment as awesome if 
not more so than the last. Competing with 
other people, or concerns about “legacy” 
or mortality, all fall away; we’re peacefully, 
blissfully enraptured and completely en-
gaged with what’s happening right now!

That brings me back to the ginger bear 
on Ink Master who should have been relax-
ing into doing the easiest of all the tattoos 
being assigned that day, but, instead, was 
focusing on the possibility of ending up 
with a failed tattoo. 

A great tattoo begins with relaxing 
about the thought of inking just one good 
line. Writing a book begins with being re-
laxed about totally getting into drafting a 
page that may never get used in the pub-
lished work. Traveling a great distance 
involves relaxing about the initial steps 
of the journey. When we’re concentrating 
on the simpler task of just taking the next, 
easy baby step, we usually relax enough to 
perform really, really well, and we’re usu-
ally feeling very, very happy as we do it. 
(Studies in Positive Psychology call this 
phenomenon “flow.”)

In the same way that you might playful-
ly kiss your lover’s neck “just ‘cause!”, re-
lax, flow, and engage with whatever minute 
detail you’re doing in the present moment. 
Get in the zone, and deliver that one kiss. 

You are less likely to succeed if you’re 
too tight to peacefully flow with the mo-
ment. And success without peace of mind 
is no success at all. So… peace out! t

read more at BaltimoreLifeCoachGer-
ry.com

After the Love 
is Gone

This past June, I wrote a column on the 
glorious subject of romance. In that col-
umn, I stated that in order to keep a re-
lationship alive and thriving, you need to 
know how to nurture, tend to, and keep 
the romantic fires alive, vibrant and burn-
ing strong. You must have your romantic 
muscle in “A-Game” condition.

Recently, two spe-
cial and friends of mine 
(I’ll refer to them as 
“Tyler” and “Terrance”) 
permanently ended their 
monogamous relation-
ship of more than seven 
years. Unfortunately for 
some time, their union 
had taken quite a few 
wrong turns and was 
headed for derailment. 

Therefore, this even-
tual fatality didn’t come as a complete 
shock. However, what was alarming was 
the amount of vitriol each spewed towards 
the other – not to mention the dirty tricks 
played by both sides. And to make matters 
worse, it appears that both Tyler and Ter-
rance will have an extremely painful and 
difficult time letting go and moving on. 

Because I’ve researched and written 
rather extensively about relationship is-
sues, they approached me for counsel. So, 
allow me to share with you what I shared 
with them. 

No matter how a relationship ends, it 
can be hard to cut emotional ties and move 
forward. However, there are many differ-
ent ways to heal. Writer Krystle Crossman 
points out the following ones, which I refer 
to as “The Big Six”:

Know that it is over. Once that you’ve 
accepted that the relationship is definitely 
over, you can begin the healing process 
and start to move on with your life.

Allow yourself to feel the pain. If you 
hold your emotions in and don’t grieve 
properly, you could be hanging on to lin-
gering feelings and hurting yourself more 
in the end. 

Learn from it. When a relationship ends, 

there is a reason. Take the experience and 
turn it into a positive one by knowing what 
to look out for with your next relationship, 
and knowing how to fix a problem when it 
arises.

remind yourself again and again as to 
why it did not work out. If he cheated on 
you but you keep thinking that you want to 
be back with him, just remember what he 
did every time you look at him. If you were 
the cause of the breakup, take that and re-
ally think about the damage it did to your 
relationship, and avoid it with the next one.

Get out and exercise. It can help re-
lieve the stress of a breakup, and also can 
get you into shape and feeling better about 
yourself. Try something new, like zumba or 
crossfit.

Visualize what you think letting go of 
the past looks like and then turn it into ac-
tion. For example, if you think letting go 
means getting out with your friends and 

doing something new, 
then do it. The busier you 
keep yourself, the less 
you’ll think about the past 
relationship, and eventu-
ally you’ll forget about 
the lingering feelings al-
together.

I’m rooting for Ty-
ler and Terrance! Deep 
down, they’re both good 
guys. Here’s hoping that 
they both find the lasting 

love they so desire… and deserve. t 
Wyatt O’Brian evans is a journalist, au-

thor, instructor, and motivational speaker.  
His bylines have appeared in print and on 
line media outlets  including the Huffington 
Post, Bilerico, Washington Post, Qbliss, and 
American Politics.  He’s the author of noth-
ing Can tear Us aPart – UnCensored, and 
the soon-to-be-released sequel, rage!   Visit 
Wyattobrianevans.com or the Wyatt O’Brian 
Evans Official Fan Club on Facebook.
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faiTh

Calling all members of Baltimore’s LGBTQ 
community! Do you have a story to tell? A 
song to sing? Then the We Are Family Song-
book Project wants to hear from you! 

The project is a songwriting workshop co-
sponsored by Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
(Emmanueldowntown.org) and the New 
York City-based music ensemble Decoda 
(Decodamusic.org) with the goal of celebrat-
ing the diversity of the LGBTQ community in 
Baltimore. During the week of October 5-11, 
participants in the workshop will work with 
members of Decoda both individually and in 
small groups to turn their stories into songs. 
Songwriting sessions will happen throughout 
the day and evening in order to accommo-
date participants’ schedules. The resulting 
“songbook” will receive its premiere perfor-
mance on October 11 at Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church in honor of National Coming Out Day.

If you have musical skills, Decoda will in-
corporate you as a performer in the October 
11 concert, but you do not need to be a musi-
cian to participate. Just be a member of Balti-
more’s LGBTQ community and be passionate 
about sharing your story (triumphs, struggles, 
joys, sorrows, lessons learned, mistakes 

made, relationships made and broken, child-
hood memories, and future dreams) both with 
other members of the LGBTQ community and 
with Baltimore at large. 

Turning our experiences into song is a 
wonderful, entertaining way to share what 
makes us who we are not only with each 
other but with individuals who may think the 
LGBTQ community has nothing to do with 
their lives. As a faith community located in 
the heart of Mt. Vernon (long known as Bal-
timore’s “gayborhood” and principal arts dis-
trict), Emmanuel Episcopal Church (811 Ca-
thedral Street) has a strong commitment both 
to the arts and to the LGBTQ community. 

Decoda has had tremendous success in 
other cities with their songwriting workshops 
and are eager to engage the diverse LGBTQ 
community in Baltimore and to turn the stories 
of that community into a musical work that is 
enlightening as well as entertaining. 

To share your story as part of the We Are 
Family Songbook Project, please contact 
John Bowen, Director of Music and the Arts 
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, by calling 
410-685-1130 or email johnmorganbowen@
gmail.com. t

Singing Out Loud

Grace United Methodist Church 
5407 N. Charles St at Northern Parkway

 

Join us each Sunday for worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.

September 15th at 10:00 a.m. celebration of the retirement of 
Bruce R. Eicher, organist/choir director for 55 years

 September 28th from10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the grounds for  September 28th from10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the grounds for 
our Fall Harvest Festival

410-433-6650
 www.graceunitedmethodist.org

St. Johns United Methodist Church 
2640 St. Paul St.

Join us each Sunday for worship at 11:30 a.m. 
We will also be filling weekend back packs of food for homeless 

children at Margaret Brent Elementary School

 410-366-7733
wwwww.stjohnsbaltimore.org 

Reconciling and Welcoming Congregations
Two Churches in Cooperative Ministry
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By ChUCK DUNCaN
Stop me if you’ve heard this one before: a 
group of people travels to an isolated loca-
tion for a restful weekend away from civili-
zation only to find themselves randomly tar-
geted by a group of homicidal lunatics. This 
genre, which I like to call “Home Invasion 
Horror,” really became popular after the in-
explicably successful The Strangers, which 
made absolutely zero sense. Based on a 
true story, the actual event took place in a 
populated neighborhood, not the middle of 
nowhere, so the idea of some crazed kill-
ers knocking on a door to see if someone is 
home makes more sense than the idea of a 
group of people hiding out in the woods with 
the hope that someone, some day would 
spend a night in that house. It was a stupid 
movie, and I hated it.

Which made me a little apprehensive 
to spend any time in a theater watching the 
newest “Home In-
vasion” horror film 
You’re Next. The 
story sticks to the 
classic home inva-
sion tropes: a group 
of people (this time 
a family and assort-
ed significant oth-
ers) travel to an iso-
lated mansion in the 
middle of nowhere 
(although there is a 
house not far away) 
to celebrate the an-
niversary of the parents. Once everyone 
arrives and dinner is served, the mayhem 
begins as each guest is picked off, one-by-
one, by a group of masked killers. But then 
something funny happens...

And this is where you realize the sheer 
genius of You’re Next. The film is totally be-
ing sold as a straight “home invasion hor-
ror” flick in all of the ads I’ve seen, and after 
seeing the film I can see where this is more 
genius. I can’t really go into much of the plot 
without destroying many of the twists – and 
yes, there are many – but the movie has 
a real 80s vibe to it, from the flat, not very 
pretty cinematography (everything just looks 
brown) to the electronic score that evokes 
Italian horror films scores by Goblin. The film 
even features cult fave Barbara Crampton 
(re-Animator, From Beyond) as the mother. 
And going back to the TV ads, the narrator 
sounds exactly like the guy you would hear 
doing voice-over for any number of cheap 

80s slasher films.
There are also some great Savini-esque 

kills with lots and lots of blood and gore but 
through all of this the film is also pretty fun-
ny simply because everyone seems totally 
aware that this is really a parody of a “Home 
Invasion Horror” movie. The first third of the 
film pours it on thick, playing up every cheesy 
cliché we’ve all come to expect and hate in 
these films: the absurdly loud sound effects 
(even elevating three words of dialog to an 
extreme level just to get the jump), the out-
of-nowhere hand on the shoulder, bad dia-
logue and even (intentionally) worse acting. 
There’s also a little modern bit with an an-
noying, extreme close-up, hand-held camera 
during the initial attack. It’s so bad you re-
ally can’t tell what’s going on, and one of the 
film’s only real flaws that betrays its intention.

But after the attack, the film takes a turn 
and flips all of your expectations on its ear. 
You’re Next could almost be considered 
this decade’s Scream because of the way it 
tears down this particular genre and showing 
it up at the same time… I mean, the story 
actually makes sense because there is a 
motive for the attack. That’s not something 

you normally see 
in a home invasion 
flick. What makes 
the film so great is 
that it can also work 
on different levels 
for different viewers. 
For those going only 
for the horror, they’ll 
get much more than 
they could have ever 
hoped for, and for the 
more knowing viewer, 
it works on the par-
ody level because 

we’re in on the joke even as the actors are 
(almost) playing it totally straight. There’s no 
on screen references to these kinds of films, 
but the actors have to play the obvious to sell 
the joke (for instance, one actor’s line read-
ings are so “bad” that you know he has to be 
involved in some way with the attack) while 
still playing it as if this is a serious horror film. 
It’s a fine line they all have to tread, and they 
all pull it off with aplomb.

My only fear now is that anyone who sim-
ply sees the TV ads and believes the movie 
to be just another knock-ff of The Strang-
ers will be doing the film and themselves a 
disfavor. It is marketing genius, but at the 
same time – judging from a co-worker who 
assumed it was exactly what it seemed – it 
could be the kiss of death for the film’s suc-
cess. Going in with the worst expectations, I 
came out a huge fan of the film and I highly 
recommend giving it a shot because every-
thing is not always as it seems. t

You’re Next Subverts 
‘Home Invasion’ 
Horror Genre

LiveLy arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

‘Going in with the worst expectations, i 
came out a huge fan of the film.’
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Michael Reeder LCPC
Specializing In A 

Holistic Approach For:

Depression
Anxiety

Life Transitions
Adult ADHD

Anger
Relationship Issues

Grief & LossGrief & Loss
Spiritual Issues

Trauma

MA/PAC, EHP, USFHP Insurance. Cash, Check, CC 
or Paypal. Baltimore BNotes & BSI Trade Dollars. 

All Gladly Accepted.  

Mt. Washington Village
5710 Newbury Street (2nd Floor)

Baltimore, MD 21209
Located Near Light Rail

Call or email for 10 minute phone consult
410-205-2419

michael@hygeiacounseling.commichael@hygeiacounseling.com
www.hygeiacounseling.com

BeyoND The BooKS of 
SUMMer

– continued from page 1 

Natick, Massachusetts, from public school 
to boarding school, where he attempts to 
reinvent himself with unexpected results.

To commemorate the upcoming Chris-
topher Isherwood centennial, three of his 
novels – 1946’s The Memorial: Portrait of 
a Family , 1959’s Down There On a Visit 
and 1964’s A Single 
Man (adapted as an 
acclaimed motion 
picture by Tom Ford 
in 2009) – have been 
reissued in handsome 
trade paperback edi-
tions in the summer 
of 2013 by Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux.

In her October 
novel Bodies of Wa-
ter (Kensington, 
2013), straight writer 
T. Greenwood tells 
the story of an unex-
pected relationship 
between two women 
in the suburban Mas-
sachusetts of the 
early 1960s and the 
impact that it had on 
everyone involved.

Set in the summer 
of 1979, Lambda Literary Award winning 
novelist Z Egloff’s second novel Leap (By-
water Books, 2013) follows the exploits of 
Rowan during her “last carefree summer 
vacation” in the time between high school 
graduation and the beginning of college.

A “cat-and-mouse-friendship” is at the 
heart of Mario López-Cordero’s debut nov-
el Monarch Season (Magnus Books, 2013) 
which is said to elevate the gay beach read 
to another level entirely.

For Gorgeous (Scholastic Press, 
2013), Paul Rudnick’s first novel since his 
1989 comic masterpiece I’ll Take It, the 
acclaimed gay playwright/screenwriter/ 
humorist turns his attention to the Y/A 
audience in his tale of 18 year old Becky 
Randle’s transformation.

Praised by John Irving, Michael Cun-
ningham, Jayne Anne Phillips, Michael 
Chabon and David Leavitt, among others, 
The Impossible Lives of Greta Wells (Ecco, 
2013) by novelist Andrew Sean Greer be-
gins in 1985, following the passing of the 
titular character’s gay twin brother, and 
then moves through time while Greta un-
dergoes electroconvulsive therapy.

The forthcoming Hild (Farrar, Straus 

and Giroux, 2013) by award-winning les-
bian writer Nicola Griffith is an epic work 
set during the early medieval age and is 
bound to appeal to the devoted followers 
of Game of Thrones.

Note To Self (Faber and Faber, 2013) is 
the debut novel by acclaimed singer/song-
writer and art school grad Alina Simone, 
who applies humor to situations involving 
cubicle serfdom, craigslist surfing, the art 
world and unexpected pregnancy.

The U.S. debut of 
London-based novel-
ist Sophie McKenzie, 
Close My eyes (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2013) 
an “addictively chill-
ing” novel of suspense 
along the lines of Gil-
lian Flynn’s Gone Girl.

essay what you will
Containing essays 

and reviews written 
between 1996 and 
2012, gay poet and 
essayist Wayne Koes-
tenbaum’s My 1980s 
& Other essays (FSG 
Originals, 2013), con-
jures Fran Lebowitz 
and David Trinidad 
(among others) while 
celebrating the lives 
and careers of Lana 

Turner, Debbie Harry, Cary Grant, and gay 
poets Frank O’Hara, John Ashberry, James 
Schuyler and Hart Crane, among others.

With an introduction by Yusef Komun-
yakaa, Among The Bloodpeople: Politics 
and Flesh (Akashic Books, 2013) is a col-
lection of essays by O. Henry and Lamb-
da Literary Award-winning writer Thomas 
Glave, known for his novel The Torturer’s 
Wife.

Part of The Art of series, The Art of 

Intimacy: The Space Between (Graywolf, 
2013) by lesbian writer Stacey D’Erasmo 
(Tea and others) explores fictional rela-
tionships by examining the work of Joan 
Didion, Toni Morrison and Virginia Woolf, 
as well as the photography of Nan Goldin 
and others.

Queer contributors such as Margaret 
Cho and Susan Norfleet, as well as Nora 
Dunn, Beth Lapides (who includes a les-
bian couple in her piece), Amy Stiller and 
Charles Busch’s close friend Julie Halston, 
all contributed essays to the anthology 
No Kidding: Women Writers on Bypass-
ing Parenthood (Seal, 2013), which opens 
with a foreword by Jennifer Coolidge.

To tell the truth
In the memoir eating My Feelings: 

Tales of Overeating, underperforming, 
and Coping woith My Crazy Family (Three 
Rivers Press, 2013), now fit and trim gay 
blogger (The Single Life of a Manhattan 
Homo) and writer (Blackouts and Break-
downs) Mark Brennan Rosenberg “leaves 
no stone unturned and no bucket of chick-
en uneaten,” as he takes readers from his 
childhood to his adulthood, satisfying read-
ers’ hunger for humor and scandal.

Tony Award-winning gay theater di-
rector Jack O’Brien nimbly navigates the 
worlds of theater and the memoir in his de-
lightfully theatrical book Jack Be Nimble: 
The Accidental education of an uninten-
tional Director (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2013)

rivington Was Ours: Lady Gaga, The 
Lower east Side and the Prime of Our 
Lives (!t Books, 2013) by Brendan Jay Sul-
livan aka DJ VH1, an old friend/collabora-
tor of Lady Gaga’s, paints a colorful por-
trait of NYC’s hippest neighborhood in the 
mid-2000s.

Historian Christina B. Hanhardt draws 
on her extensive research in New York 
City and San Francisco to create a portrait 

LiveLy arTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

of the challenges and rewards facing the 
LGBT community in urban enclaves in ma-
jor metropolitan areas in the forthcoming 
Safe Space: Gay Neighborhood History 
and the Politics of Violence (Duke Univer-
sity, 2013).

Beat scholar Hilary Holladay’s Ameri-
can Hipster: The Times Square Hustler 
who Inspired the Beat Movement – A Life 
of Herbert Huncke (Magnus Books, 2013) 
arrives just at the movie version of On The 
road (with Kristen Stewart) bows on Blu-
ray officially setting the Beat Generation 
revival in motion.

Tel Aviv-based feminist bisexual and 
genderqueer activist and writer Shiri Eis-
ner is the author of Bi: Notes for a bisexual 
revolution (Seal, 2013) a handbook/radical 
manifesto to give voice to a silenced com-
munity with something to say.

Jesse Bering, author of Why Is The Pe-
nis Shaped Like That? returns with Perv: 
The Sexual Deviant in All of us (Scientific 
American/Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013) 
is based on the premise that we are all 
sexual deviants and bears the dedication 
“For You, You Pervert, You.” t

In a Hot Spring Spa
Relax with us...

Don Schenning
Director of Sales

2066 York Road
Timonium, MD 21093

Tel: 410-252-5116
Toll Free: 800-481-REGINA

Fax 410-252-5213Fax 410-252-5213
www.reginapoolsandspas.com

don.schenning@reginapoolsandspas.com
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with me and Brendan brainstorming about 
people we really like [laughs]. When the 
lyric was expanded, it was like, why do I 
like this person? I would expand it a little 
more and sometimes it would just be the 
person’s name. I like the surreal aspect of 
it being (Salvador) Dali’s house because 

everything is randomly juxtaposed. This 
is a song version of the Exquisite Corpse. 
The idea of the song being the things that 
are not intrinsically related but they will be-
come related once the bass-line is there 
[laughs].

GS: James Murphy of LCD Sound-
system is among the people named. 
Do you know if he or anyone else men-
tioned has heard the track and what 
they think of it?

rM: I haven’t gotten any direct feed-
back from that. He was obviously men-
tioned also because I’m very blatantly ref-
erencing his kind of style.

GS: his song “Daft punk is playing 
at My house.”

rM: That was such an obvious influ-
ence for me, I wanted to be the first per-
son to mention it instead of somebody else 
saying [laughs], “Well he’s just trying to do 
James Murphy.” It’s like, “No, no, I know 
that. Thank you.” [Laughs.]

GS: The sheer variety on the disc, 
including the prog rock of “Mind Con-
trol,” the ’70s-inspired pop of “Better 
Than Bad” and the pretty psychedelia 
of “Low Lying Dreams,” is made all the 
more amazing by there being only sev-
en tracks on the whole album. is there 
one style more than the others that is 
the truest reflection of your personal 
aesthetic?

rM: It’s hard, because in the process 

rM: That’s a hard question because 
when I approach music it’s never so genre 
specific. I always hope that most people 
would approach music the same way. If 
you do approach music under the pretense 
that this is a genre I like, this is a genre I 
don’t like, you close off a lot of great music. 
I would say approach it like the songwrit-
ing is the center of what Deathfix is about, 
just as the songwriting is the center of 
what Erasure is about. Once you hear it on 
that level you either love it or not [laughs]. 
Songwriting is the center of every record 
may. That would be my advice, listen to 
the songs, listen to the musicianship and 
hopefully you’re going to dig it.

GS: Speaking of Bob, did he play 
a role in introducing you and fugazi’s 
Brendan Canty, who also played in 
Bob’s band?

rM: I was working with Bob. We did 
the Blowoff record together and we started 
doing the DJ events together. Bob was go-
ing on tour and asked me if I wanted to 
play keyboards in the band. Brendan was 
playing drums. That’s when I met Brendan. 
We did a US and European tour together 
with Bob. We hit it off immediately. After we 
were back in DC he asked me if I wanted to 
get together and work on music, this was 
three or four years ago, I guess. We start-
ed writing and recording songs together 
and then we expanded with the addition of 
Mark and Devin to Deathfix for the record 
and then we’ve been playing shows as a 
four piece. 

GS: i think my favorite track on 
the album is “Dali’s house,” the funk 
rock centerpiece of the disc. The song 
sounds like an homage to arthur rus-
sell. is arthur someone that you con-
sider to be an influence? 

rM: I like him. It’s great that you hear 
that, but that actually wasn’t something I 
was thinking about. But that’s great. That 
works for me [laughs].

GS: There is a wonderful list of peo-
ple who are name-checked in the song. 
what was involved in the compiling of 
the names?

rM: I had just jotted the idea of being 
somebody’s house on my phone. I keep 
little notes in my text documents on my 
phone whenever I have an idea that I think 
might make a cool song. The idea of be-
ing somebody’s house instead of actually 
being the person, I like the metaphor of 
being what holds them or represents them 
in a structural way. The list came about 

By GreGG Shapiro
Gay musician, DJ, and remixer Rich Morel 
gets around. He is a fixture in the queer 
music scene via his recordings of original 
material (including Queen of the Highway 
and Lucky Strike) as well as the remixes 
he does as Morel and Pink Noise. As one 
half of the in-demand club DJ duo Blow-
off (along with out musician Bob Mould), 
Morel is an expert at packing the dance-
floor. Deathfix, his latest effort, is a col-
laboration quartet also featuring Brendan 
Canty of Fugazi fame. The bands epony-
mous debut is a pleasant mix of post-rock 
experimentation and retro-pop updates, 
not to mention that the disc’s irresistibly 
funky centerpiece “Dali’s House” is as ad-
dictive as music gets. I spoke with Morel 
about Deathfix and other projects during 
the summer of 2013.

Gregg Shapiro: Deathfix feels like 
the next logical musical progression 
following the albums you released un-
der the Morel moniker on which you 
explored aspects of rock music. Do you 
also see it that way?

rich Morel: I definitely do see this pro-
gression of what I was doing. But my col-
laboration with Brendan (Canty) unfolded 
and opened up a whole other, at least for 
me artistically, the two of us working to-
gether on the writing of the song, a whole 
other direction. More live, more spontane-
ous; which is in effect a further develop-
ment of the rock aspects of what I was 
doing. But that fruition came from working 
with Brendan, Mark (Ocampo) and Devin 
(Cisneros) on the record and playing live; 
that really made everything explode into its 
own place.

GS: Did you ever imagine, being a 
longtime DC resident, that there would 
come a day that you would be a part of 
a band releasing an album on the city’s 
legendary indie punk label Dischord?

rM: I didn’t, but how awesome is that 
[laughs]. I’ve known Brendan for years 
and I had met Ian (MacKaye of Dischord 
and the band Fugazi) because I was in DC 
working. I have so much respect for the 
label and all the people who’ve been on 
the label that, for me, it’s really a thrill. It’s 
great working with those guys and it’s re-
ally exciting.

GS: for your fans who might only 
know you through your Blowoff DJ 
dates with Bob Mould or your pink 
Noise remixes, how do suggest that 
they approach the Deathfix disc?

Instantly Addictive

LiveLy arTS // PERSONALITIES

of getting to what is the album, there was 
so much contribution by all four members. 
I think my personal aesthetic is definitely 
there in the lyrical way. On the text of the 
record you definitely hear my personal aes-
thetic. Musically, obviously “Dali’s House” 
is something that comes from an aesthetic 
I’ve been exploring forever, since I’ve been 
doing music. But “Low Lying Dreams” is 
another one that I would think is in line with 
where I sit musically. “Playboy,” which has 

Beach Boys references 
and almost jam references 
as well, is a good example 
of everybody coming to-
gether and creating some-
thing that’s bigger than the 
original concept.

GS: That’s the best, 
too, when everybody 
works together in sync 
to create something 
original and fresh.

rM: That’s why I love 
collaboration. Because 
you get this other that 
you just can’t get with one 
person. There are awe-
some records that are 

solo projects that are great, but as an artist 
it’s always exciting to collaborate because 
somebody throws something else out 
there and you’re just like, “Wow” [laughs]! 
It takes it to a whole new place, which is 
great.

GS: Speaking of collaboration, you 
recently produced Tom Goss’s “Bears” 
track. 

rM: [Laughs] Yes, I did.
GS: it’s kind of a leap for him, be-

cause i don’t think of him as a dance 
artist.

rM: No, he’s not. We’re friends in DC. 
I’ve known him in DC and we have a lot 
of mutual friends. He approached me and 
said that he had an idea for a song and 
asked if I’d be interested in doing it. I love 
Tom. He’s the sweetest guy on the planet. 
That’s all there was to it.

GS: is it a song that you would work 
into rotation in your Blowoff dates?

rM: I’m actually working on a remix of 
it that would be more suited for club play.

GS: Deathfix is heading out on tour 
again. what do you like best about that 
experience? 

rM: I love playing live. I love the im-
mediate connection with an audience. One 
of the things with Deathfix is that live we’re 
not a rigid band. We’re very fluid. There 
are a number of points in the set where we 
jam and explore different ideas. That’s one 
of the things that’s most exciting for me. t

Rich Morel and Deathfix

AN INTERVIEW WITH RICH MOREL OF DEATHFIX
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Burma reformed (after a 1983 health-
related break-up), the legendary mu-
sical unit has released more albums 

than they did in their early years. The 
funky, shape-shifting opener “Dust Devil” 
gets Mission of Burma’s latest unsound 
(Fire) by off to an irresistible start. “Semi-
Pseudo-Sort-Of Plan” is semi-pseudo-sort-
of pretty, while the disc’s aqua-centric cen-
terpiece trio “Part The Sea,” “FellàH2O” 
and “Add In Unison” should slake any lis-
tener’s thirst for experimental hard rock. 

You’re probably 
wondering where the 
hard rocking women 
are right about now. 
Look no further than 
beloved rock legends 
Heart (aka Ann and 
Nancy Wilson) and 
their latest full-length 
disc of new material 
Fanatic (Legacy). In-
tended to accompany 
the Wilson sisters’ 
memoir, Fanatic finds 
the pair rocking out 

right from the start on the titular opener 
before shifting gears into the funky blues 
of “Dear Old America” and then slipping 
into the acoustic “Walkin’ Good,” featuring 
a guest appearance by Sarah McLachlan 
(!). The sisters return to the rock on the 
“500 Miles” homage “A Million Miles” and 
“59 Crunch.”

Continuing their mission to make metal 
safe for hipsters, Canadian duo Japandroids 
do just that on Celebration rock (Polyvinyl). 
Arena rock geared for the bearded bicycle 
riders and their significant others, the cel-
ebratory energy is alternately delirious 
and deafening. It’s an admirable feat best 
exemplified on “Younger Us,” “The House 
That Heaven Built,” the fittingly titled “Con-
tinuous Thunder,” and a cover of The Gun 
Club’s “For The Love Of Ivy” (co-written by 
gay musician Kid Congo Powers).

The career of alt/rap-metal pioneers 
and survivors Incubus is summed up on the 
double disc set The essential Incubus (Epic 
/ Immortal / Legacy). The 28-song set fea-
tures selections from the band’s 2011 stu-
dio release If Not Now, When? as well as 
“essential” hits such as “Drive” and “Wish 
You Were Here.” Rap-metal act Linkin Park 
owes a debt of gratitude to Incubus for 
paving the way for them to perform their 
scream/hip-hop hybrid on Living Things 
(WB / Machine Shop), featuring the hot and 
rhythmic “Burn It Down.” Song titles such as 
“In My Remains,” “Lies Greed Misery,” “Vic-
timized” and “Powerless” should give you a 
pretty good idea of what else is in store. t

By GreGG Shapiro
Not as awful as you may have been led to 
believe, The 2nd Law (WB), by 21st cen-
tury prog rockers Muse is the kind of disc 
that grows on you after a few spins. Muse 
draws more heavily on a multitude of influ-
ences including the inventiveness of Ra-
diohead (the derivative duo “Animals” and 
“Explorers”), the glam grandeur of Queen 
(“Survival” and “The Sec-
ond Law: Unsustainable”), 
the arena excesses of Led 
Zepplin (“Supremacy,”) 
and U2 (“Big Freeze”). 
Muse is especially inspired 
on songs where their cre-
ative perspective shines 
the brightest, such as the 
insanely infectious “Mad-
ness,” the metal funk of 
“Panic Station,” the disco 
drama of “Follow Me” and 
the pretty “Save Me.” 

Grunge forebears and 
survivors Mudhoney return 
with bluesy and ballsy Vanishing Point 
(Sub Pop). The best album The Stooges 
never made, Vanishing Point goes for 
humorous pop culture refs. The late Billy 
Preston gets name-checked on “What to 
Do with Neutral.” The thunderous “Char-
donnay” (when Mark Arm bellows “I hate 
you Charonnay” you believe it) flushes 
the ubiquitous drink. Floats get decorated 
in “Douchebags On Parade.” Sarcasm 
sweetens Mudhoney’s antics and there is 
plenty to spare on Vanishing Point. 

There are real queens on the new 
Queens of the Stone Age disc …Like 
Clockwork (Matador), qualifying QOTSA 
front-man Josh Hommes as an official 
friend of the community. None other than 
Sir Elton John can be heard on the ’70s 
rock conjurer “Fairweather Friends” (along 
with Dave Grohl on drums). Scissor Sister 
Jake Shears lends his vocals to the sludgy 
blues of opener “Keep Your Eyes Peeled.” 
But the royal raucousness doesn’t end 
there. “The Vampyre of Time and Memory” 
has a glam-rock bite, as does Kalopsia 
(featuring Trent Reznor). “If I Had A Tail” is 
the tail-shakingest tune on the disc, while 
the funky “Smooth Sailing” ought to sail 
smoothly into the hands of club DJs. And 
you better prepare yourself for beauty of 
the closing title tune.

Long before there was Mudhoney and 
Queens of the Stone Age, Boston’s Mis-
sion of Burma messed around with your 
hearing. In the nine years since Mission of 

Rock Hard Rock
iMusic

LiveLy arTS 

gets even worse when he finds out about what 
Sheryl did with his college acceptance letter. 

Struck by Lightning doesn’t strike it rich in 
either the comedy or drama department (al-
though scene stealer Angela Kinsey, as an off-
kilter counselor, earns her laughs and Allison 
Janney is amazing, as usual), jolting the viewer 
one way or the other. However, Colfer’s youth 
may work to his advantage and what he wrote 
isn’t too bad for a first screenplay. DVD bonus 

features include an inter-
view with Colfer and Dan-
nelly, bloopers, deleted 
scenes, and more.

Like Dee Rees’ well-
received 2011 film Pariah, 
Aurora Guerrero’s Mos-
quita y Mari (Wolfe) pres-
ents an underrepresented 
segment of the LGBT 
community. This effective-
ly told and performed story 
about two young Latinas 
is one that we don’t often 
see onscreen. 

Yolanda (Fenessa 
Pineda) lives with her 
overly protective, tradition-
al parents (Joaquín Gar-
rido and Laura Patalano) 

in the Huntington Park section of Los Angeles. 
A studious high school sophomore, Yolanda 
is respectful of adults and avoids the negative 
influences of her peers. But Yoli is unprepared 
for the changes that occur in her life when 
she meets new neighbor and classmate Mari 
(Venecia Troncoso).

Mari’s life is the opposite of Yoli’s in every 
way. She has to be the adult in her relation-
ship with her mother (Dulce Maria Solis) and 
little sister Olivia (Samy Zaragoza). Mari thinks 
nothing of shoplifting or smoking pot in the girl’s 
bathroom at school. But a teacher pairs up Yoli 
and Mari in class, and soon they become study 
mates.

It’s fascinating to watch the friendship bud. 
Each girl brings something unique to the rela-
tionship. Mari nicknames Yoli “Mosquita” and is 
protective of her. Mari, who is not doing well in 
school, benefits from the study time. But out-
side influences threaten the relationship. Mari 
passes out fliers for money to help with the 
rent and utilities. Yoli’s parents don’t approve 
of Mari, especially after the gossipy grocer bad-
mouths her.

But because Yoli’s feelings toward Mari are 
beyond friendship, Mari’s negative influence 
has an impact on Yoli’s grades and her home 
life. Each girl ends up manipulating the other. 
The friendship begins to fray at the edges, due 
to jealousy, parental and social pressure, and 
the complexities of the girls’ feelings toward 
each other. 

By GreGG Shapiro
Out actor Chris Colfer (Glee) plays it straight in 
Struck By Lightning (TriBeCa Film). Written by 
Colfer and directed by Brian Dannelly (Saved!), 
Struck By Lightning opens with high school 
senior Carson (Colfer) dy-
ing after, you guessed it, be-
ing struck by lightning in the 
school parking lot.

With Carson narrating, 
we flashback to what led him 
to this tragic end. Advanced 
at a young age, Carson al-
ways knew the power of 
words. Encourage by his 
grandmother (Polly Bergen) 
while the marriage of his par-
ents Sheryl (Allison Janney) 
and Neal (Dermot Mulroney) 
crumbled, Carson was a 
good, if unpopular, student.

Eager to get through 
high school hell with the least 
amount of damage, Carson 
looked forward to graduation 
and getting accepted to Northwestern to study 
journalism and editing in the fall. As the presi-
dent of the Writers’ Club and the editor of the 
school newspaper, The Clover High Chronicle, 
Carson usually wound up providing all of the 
content due to the staff’s indifference. 

Life at home, with his substance depen-
dent mother and his grandmother relocated to 
an assisted living facility due to her declining 
health and Alzheimer’s, was no better. When 
word of his father’s engagement to pharmacist 
April (Christina Hendricks) reaches Sheryl, the 
situation further deteriorates. It doesn’t help that 
April is pregnant with Neal’s baby.

Meanwhile, back at school, when Carson 
learns that his extracurricular activities might 
not be enough to get him into Northwestern, he 
concocts a new plan to start a school literary 
magazine. But how does he get contributors? 
That’s when Carson and fellow writer (and pla-
giarist) Malerie (the ubiquitous Rebel Wilson) 
use their reporting and information gathering 
skills to their advantage. Carson launches a 
plot to blackmail high-ranking students, includ-
ing head cheerleader Claire (Sarah Hyland), 
exchange student Emilio (Roberto Aguirre), 
closeted rich kid Nicholas (Carter Forbes), dra-
ma queen Scott (Graham Rogers), and others 
into helping his cause.

Perhaps if Carson was a nicer guy and 
didn’t sabotage every plan he hatches, he might 
have succeeded. Instead his misguided actions 
backfire on him, making him even more disliked 
than he was when the movie began. The news 

Teen Trouble
Screen Savor

—continued on page 19
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Greetings Darlins. It’s been a fun-filled two 
weeks and it seems that there may be a bit 
of a slower pace in the next two. First off 
and huge congratulations to Alondra San-
chez with her win of Miss Glamour Girl. 
She is on her way to Miss Maryland along 
with her 1st Alternate, the stunning Miss 
Eva Couture. 

The overlea presented their 1st “epi-
sode” of Drag Wars on August 30. The 
girls turned it out with some good natured 
reading in which everyone was fair game: 
contestants, audience, and Judges. The 
Judges’ panel consisted of yours truly, 
Scott Davies of Mix 106.5 and our special 
guest Miss Chi Chi Ray Colby. Anita Min-
net took the win after a very interesting 

Lip Sync for their lives. She will be going 
on to the finals to compete for her chance 
at $500! Congratulations also to Heather-
Marie Thomas, who as runner-up has se-
cured her spot in the next episode, Balti-
more Game Shows. Keep an eye here for 
info on the upcoming episode.

On September 6, The Club (5268 Wil-
liamsport Pike, Martinsburg, West Virginia) 
is hosting a benefit show for Araya Sparxx, 
heading to Miss Gay America. I hear there 
is going to be some powerhouse entertain-
ers in the house. Show time is 10:30 p.m. 
with the doors opening at 6 p.m. There is 
a $5 door cover or $20 bottomless rail till 
midnight!

Grand Central is showing their ap-
preciation for 22 years of support from 
the community with a Customer Appre-
ciation Party that kicks off their new “Fall 
Back Fridays” every Friday night begin-
ning September 6. Join them for incred-
ible drink specials in the disco featuring: 
$1 cover and $1 well, canned beer and 
specialty shooters from 9 p.m. to 11p.m. 
and $2 cover and $2 well, canned beer and 
specialty shooters from 11 p.m. to close.

Owner Don Davis has said they are 
in the process of making a lot of exciting 
changes and working on making Central 
the place to be every day – the way we all 

Stage
Drag

Ada Buffet

Summer 
Winding Down

remember it! 
Jezzi-Bell Devine and Triple LLL will 

present a benefit on September 7 for the 
Baltimore Child Abuse Center to help raise 
money for the children who are or have 
been victims of abuse. Come show your 
love and support – hosted by yours truly 
with performances by the newly crowned 
Miss Leon’s – Vegas Nova Buffet and 
many other wonderful entertainers. There 
is no cover and show time is set for 10 p.m.

Also on the 7th Stormy Vain will be 
hosting a show at The Golden west Cafe, 
1105 W. 36th Street in Hampden with a $5 
cover and a showtime of 10 p.m.

On September 9 and 16 Josie Foster 
brings you her weekly Monday night show-
case at The hippo, with some of the finest 
performers from Baltimore and beyond. Go 
check it out. The first show starts at 9 p.m. 
– Don’t be late!

I must say, I am personally happy to be 
taking a little hiatus, and avoiding the im-
mense heat staying in the A/C. There are 
many more exciting events in the works 
for the rest of September, and you can 
be sure, you can see it all here from Drag 
Stage! I hope to see you all out & about at 
these upcoming events and more!

Until then, remember please celebrate 
responsibly. t

LiveLy arTS

Mosquita y Mari has a sting, but it is well-
worth enduring. DVD bonus features include a 
behind-the-scenes featurette.

Maja Milos’ Clip (Artsploitation) is a sexu-
ally graphic cautionary tale (parents beware!) 
about bored Serbian teen Jasna’s (Isidora Si-
mojonivic) embrace of her blossoming sexual 
awareness and her mobile phone, the constant 
companion on which she records her explicit 
exploits. Not for the faint of heart, Clip is a re-
lentless reel of various forms of abuse – sexual, 
chemical, social.

With her mother and dying father otherwise 
occupied, Jasna comes and goes as she pleas-
es. Nothing interests her more than getting 
wasted, dancing, and pursuing hot boy Djole 
(Vukasin Jasnic). Djole has no qualms about 
taking advantage of Jasna, who is a few years 
younger than he is and willing to do anything 
he asks.

Clip would be difficult to watch if it wasn’t 
for Simojonivic authentic performance. Her por-
trayal of Jasna, who is alternately sympathetic 
and despicable, is what gives the film its clip. 
DVD bonus features include an informative in-
terview with filmmaker Milos. t

SCreeN Savor:
TeeN TroUBLe

– continued from page 18 
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WHITE PARTY GRAND CENTRAL 
AUGUST 24, 2013 >> PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Mr. and Miss 
Gay West Virginia, United States

Sunday August 25, 2013

Winners
Jackson Nite & 

Stephanie Michaels

First Alt Winners
Scott Fink &

Scarlett Collins

All photos by Ashlee Curby
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Eichenkranz Hall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
seats approximately 150 people
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 South Fagley St., Baltimore, maryland 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t time you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
Ask about the signing bonus

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Com
m

unity
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reaL eSTaTe

By Jeff haMMerBerG 
If you thought that selling a home would 
take time, think again. These days in many 
markets, you can sell your home at blazing 
speeds, which is a clear indication that there 
has been an increase in the mobility that goes 
hand in hand with the country’s economic res-
toration.

For many of us that have been “stuck in 
our homes” for the past half dozen years, this 
is great news.

There comes a time in our lives that we 
need to pick ourselves up and move ahead. 
You’re going to start a new beginning, which is 
why you need to get started on the right track 
e.g. finding a great neighborhood, within your 
new city, that fits perfectly with your current 
economic condition.

To be able to make the next move without 
undue stress, you need to adhere to the fol-
lowing principles.

acknowledge the reality of today’s 
market – Realize that you live in a world that 
has amazing cities, with amazing opportuni-
ties. In some cities the number of homes that 
are available is outnumbered by the number 
of potential buyers, offering a great opportu-
nity to home buyers, and in other cities you’d 
better be prepared to make aggressive, over-
full-price offers to secure your home.

So what do you need to do? A few simple 
rules apply here;

• Sell first then buy the new home. 
• Visit the city you are considering, and 

meet with a gay realtor to discuss opportuni-
ties.

• Don’t rush if you don’t have to, but move 
forward with a well designed plan.

• Packing is everything! Do it well, or have 
it done for you.

Don’t over extend yourself financially, 
which causes an enormous amount of un-
necessary stress. If money is not a concern, 
there are still lenders that will extend a short 
term bridge loan for those trying to purchase 

Tips to Ease the Stress of Relocation
a new house prior to selling the current one 
you own.

finding the right real estate agent -- 
Nothing is more important than to work with 
someone you trust, someone that under-
stands your unique needs and requirements, 
and someone that stands in full support of the 
LGBT community.

Services like those offered by Gayreales-
tate.com, Gayrealestateagents.com and Les-
bianrealestate.com help take the guesswork 
out of choosing a real estate professional. 
Additionally, you can request a free relocation 
kit for any city you’re considering a move to.

is my new home worth it? -- Living life 
to the fullest is about taking some risks. Well, 
this is the same thing with your home invest-
ment. How you have prepared is what makes 
the big difference between success and fail-
ure. A good tip would be to at least put at least 
20% down on your new home purchase, to 
save MIP (mortgage insurance premium) 
which can be hundreds of extra dollars per 
month.

Before you decide to move into a new 
neighborhood, ensure you have closely ac-
cessed the area and familiarize yourself with 
what goes on in the region. 

When you’ve made the decision to move, 
pick movers carefully -- how are they rated 
at Yelp.com? Try to find out their interstate 
rates of shipping. When moving despite how 
much you have paid for the service, delays in 
pickup and delivery are likely to occur… so 
exercise patience, and know that things are 
unfolding exactly as they should.

You can try and avoid crunch times by 
moving on times where you would get a more 
attentive crews, and better rates. Such sea-
sons are between the months of October - 
March. If you have expensive items to move, 
getting third party moving insurance is a great 
idea. t

Jeff Hammerberg is the foundier of Gay-
realestate.com

GOUCHER COLLEGE PROUDLY PRESENTS

A NEW DAY:
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
IN AMERICA
An evening with 

FRANK BRUNI

Tickets are $10 general admission. 
For reservations, 
www.goucher.edu/tickets 
or 410-337-6333.

the best-selling author, first
openly gay op-ed columnist 
at The New York Times, and
Fall 2013 Robert and Jane
Meyerhoff Visiting Professor

Monday, September 30  • 8 p.m.
Kraushaar Auditorium

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive
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3405 Greenway, #206 Baltimore, MD 21218
MRIS # 

BA8102315

 
Bill Cassidy

Long & Foster Realtors
O - 410-377-2270

Cell – 443-520-1312
Bill.Cassidy@LNF.com 

Let me invite you to a sophisticated residence in the Geneva Condo-
miniums. Elegant & Cozy. You will enjoy the gas log fireplace, the very 

large pantry adjoining the Kitchen, and the convenience of garage 
parking. 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths. Offered at $285,000.00

 Photos by 
Home Track

1810 WESTWOOD ROAD, YORK, PA 17403
4 BEDROOMS / 3 FULL BATHS

WALNUT HARDWOOD FLOORS
WOODED LOT WITH SECLUDED SWIMMING POOL

SITUATED ON 1.9 ACRES

“ONE OF A KIND PROPERTY”
Listed at $424,900Listed at $424,900

“AN ARCHITECTURAL GEM DESIGNED BY GEORGE NAKASHIMA” 

PA / MLS# 21308528

JGR REALTORS 
Coal Infantino and Ron Rhodes

CallCoalYork@gmail.com or RingRonYork@gmail.com
717-676-5545                               717-578-7821

1499 South Queen St. York, PA 17403
www.jgr.com

Proud to serve the LGBT CommunityProud to serve the LGBT Community

Could you use some extra cash?  

Hiring Baltimore OUTloud Ad Salesperson
If interested e-mail 

Jim Williams  
Co-Publisher 

jimwilliams111@comcast.net
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will give them out just as a 
leather club member would 
give out a friendship pin. 

You will also see pins 
that celebrate a special 
event. Each year the D.C. 
Eagle has an anniversary 
weekend. The bartenders 
with give out special D.C. 
Eagle pins to regular cus-
tomers and leather commu-
nity members. If you attend 
a leather contest you may 
also either receive a pin with 
the price of admission or be 
able to purchase one to add 
to your vest. 

When I sat down with my 
newly acquired box of pins 
I was transported back in 
time. There was a pin for the 
Cell Block in Philadelphia, a 
popular private club located 
at Camac at St. James in 
Center City, Philadelphia. I 
have been to the Cell Block 
in Chicago, but did not know 
about the club in Philadel-
phia. The internet informed 
me that DJ Kurt Borusie-
wicz kept the Cell Block’s 
dance floor packed in the 
early 1980’s. There were 
also friendship pins from the 
Companions, M.C., of Phila-
delphia and the Tarnsmen, 
M.C., of Baltimore. I joined the ShipMates 
in 1997 and do not recall these leather 
clubs. A visit to the Leather Archives web 
site at Leatherarchives.org taught me that 
both of these clubs were founded in 1976. 
I am grateful to my friend Bill for saving 
these little pieces of leather history. Many 
may recall at the Baltimore Eagle on the 
wall next to the men’s room there were 
several pins cases. One case contained 
a collection of pins from the ShipMates 
and another contained a collection of pins 

from COMMAND, M.C., There was also a 
large pin case that had an assortment of 
pins from leather events and leather clubs 
from all over. I always admired those cases 
when I was at the Baltimore Eagle. When I 
met with Ian Parrish the new owner of the 
Baltimore Eagle back in December he as-
sured me that the pins cases were safely 
packed away to be put back up after the 
bar’s remodeling. I hope that this is true. 
The history of our leather community was 
right on those buttons! t

on by the Pennsmen. The weekend was 
very well attended and was held in a down-
town hotel. A lady stepped into the elevator 
which contained several men in full leather. 
She noted that the hotel was packed with 
bikers and commented that the parking ga-
rage must be filled with motorcycles! She 
asked what kind of bike we each had. I told 
her that I hated to disappoint her, but many 
of us were “Amish bikers.” Although our 
traditions come from those early motor-
cycle clubs, many members of gay leather 
clubs do not own motorcycles. There are 
a few clubs, such as Empire City, M.C., 
founded in October 1964 in New York City, 
that require that members own motorcy-
cles. Most of the leather clubs do not have 
this requirement. 

Most leather clubs host at least one run 
a year. The event is usually over a week-
end and is held to celebrates the club’s 
anniversary or as part of a leather title 
contest. The weekend includes cocktail 
parties, food, and perhaps a formal leather 
dinner. It is a great opportunity to socialize 
with members of other clubs. The events 
are open to the public and are always a 

good chance for 
someone who is 
interested in the 
leather commu-
nity to meet lots 
of people. Plus 
you will get a 
run pin! . 

Members of 
leather clubs 
usually also 
have a pin 
which contains 
the club’s logo. 
These pins 
are given to 
someone who 
has supported 
the club or to 
someone who 
has been extra 
nice to the club 
member. These 
pins are often 
called “friend-
ship pins.” 
There is a tradi-
tion of placing 

the pin on the friend’s fly, like a button. 
In the tradition, if the pin is placed upside 
down the club member has not slept with 
the friend and if placed right side up the 
friend has been extra friendly, shall we say. 
The pin can later be moved to one’s vest. 
Some leather titleholders also have their 
own friendships pins. These pins will have 
a logo representing the title or contest 
and will read Mr. D.C. Eagle 2012 or Mr. 
Double L Leather 2011, etc. The titleholder 

At a recent ShipMate function my friend 
Bill, a founding member of the ShipMates 
Club of Baltimore, presented me with a 
box filled with pins and buttons from past 
leather events. He wanted to give them to 
me for safe keeping since they were a part 
of the ShipMates’ history. The small box 
was rather heavy and I quickly took it out 
to my car so that I would not leave it behind 
in the bar at the end of the evening. The 
next day when I had a chance to sit down 
and really look at this treasure trove, I was 
fascinated. It was a roadmap of a very long 
leather journey and contained souvenirs 
of bars, events, 
and leather 
clubs that made 
me really want 
to take a look 
back. The his-
tory of our local 
leather commu-
nity was right on 
those buttons! 

Last Oc-
tober I had to 
purchase a new 
leather vest. Af-
ter many years 
my old Ship-
Mates’ club 
vest which was 
covered in pins 
was really start-
ing to wear out. 
Sir Steve of-
ten joked that 
it looked like I 
worked at T.G.I. 
Fridays. When I 
wore it in public 
I was often asked what the significance of 
all the pins was. What did they mean? I 
was always happy to explain. Many of the 
traditions in our leather community date 
back to the post World War II motorcycle 
clubs. Motorcycle clubs would often host 
gatherings which they called “runs.” To 
show that one attended and supported the 
event attendees would receive a run pin to 
place on one’s vest. I was once attending 
an event in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, put 

Right on 
the Button

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Professional photos shot in a different light. 
Bring out your inner beast. 

Shoot on location of your choice. 
From mild to wild, your choice. 

Call Kenneth Matteson 302-394-3914 

Kenneth  L  Matteson  Photography
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Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 BooKS & GifTS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUNSeLiNG

 MaSSaGe

 DJ  SUpporT

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Let Us Love Them 
When You Can’t! 
•Dog Day Care 
•Dog Sleepovers 
•Dog Training 
•Salon/Spa 

1st Facility 
1009 Philadelphia Rd 

Joppa, MD. 21085 
410-671-PLAY (7529) 

 
 

2nd Facility 
246 Cockeysville Road 

Cockeysville, MD. 21030  
410-773-PLAY (7529) www.bestfriendsfurever.com 

 peT Care

 fiNaNCiaL aTTorNey 

 aDverTiSe here
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awaiting 
new copy

TRIPLE LLL
227 W. Chase St. 410-539-4850
Metro Leather Boys 10 P.M. Friday Sept 13th

Command 7 P.M. Sunday Sept 15th
Industry Night Mondays 
Happy Hour & Specials Until Close

Uncle Dave’s Comedy Wednesdays 
Karaoke with KJ Bill Thursdays 

DJ Dance Night SaturdaysDJ Dance Night Saturdays
Come Join Chef Matt

Upscale Social Food


