
Emmett C. Burns, 
Jr., Announces PAC 
to Oppose Marriage 

Equality
By Dana LaRocca
On September 9, Delegate Emmett C. 
Burns, Jr. (D-Baltimore County) met 
with eight other clergy at a church in 
west Baltimore to announce the for-
mation of “Progressive Clergy in 
Action” a political action committee. 
The group is working with the help of 
the Maryland Family Alliance, an af-
filiate of the Family Research Council 
(FRC). 

Delegate Burns has long been 
an opponent of marriage equality. In 
2010, he opposed Attorney General 
Douglas Gansler’s opinion regarding 
recognition of same sex marriages 
performed in other states. In January 
of that year, he sponsored legisla-
tion that would prohibit Maryland from 
recognizing gay marriages performed 
in jurisdictions where marriage equal-
ity exists. That bill, HB90, did not sur-
vive a vote in the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

During the legislative session ear-
lier this year Burns said, “[G]ay peo-
ple had not endured the struggles of 
blacks, had not had crosses burned 
on their lawns or been thrown in a 
police wagon.” He has repeated this 
sentiment for at least a decade, in 
2001 he said, “I resent anyone com-
ing in claiming to be a minority as I 
am.” At that time he was campaigning 
against SB205, Maryland’s anti-dis-
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Divine passed away suddenly at the true 
height of his career (he was in Hollywood 
preparing to tape an episode of Married 
… with Children at the time of his death), 
depriving the world of his talent and what 
might have come from his true “overnight” 
stardom.

Today, Divine is a cult figure to many, 
his legion of fans from around the world 

By Dana LaRocca
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” ended on September 
20, 2011. On September 15, Major General 
James M. Milano, the commanding general 
at Fort Jackson in South Carolina informed 
his troops about what to expect with the re-
peal of DADT. Writing on the official homep-
age of the United States Army, he referred 
to it as “One of the most sweeping changes 
in U.S. law that directly affects the military.”

He reminded his troops of “fundamen-
tal points” that we need to keep in mind”, 
including:

• Harassment or abuse for any reason 
has always been unacceptable and will be 
dealt with accordingly.

• All service members, regardless of 
sexual orientation, are entitled to an envi-
ronment free from barriers to prevent them 
from rising to the highest level of responsi-
bility possible.

• Sexual orientation will not be des-

ignated a class under the Military Equal 
Opportunity program; all service members 
will be treated equally, regardless of sexual 
preferences.

• This is not about chang-
ing attitudes. This is about the 
standard of conduct and treat-
ing one another with dignity 
and respect.

In the modern military our 
men and women in uniform are 
able to access DADT training 
materials online or with their 
iPad, iPhone or Android mo-
bile device. When the Clinton 
era DADT policy was enacted, 
the internet was still in its in-
fancy. However, today’s Army 
is hardened with tools that en-
hance victory in all aspects of 
a soldier’s life. 

Called the “ATN2GO app,” 

and Developed by a Combined Arms Center-
Training team, men and women in the field 
can access DADT and other field training, 
privately, and even without an internet con-
nection. In an environment where lack of pri-

‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ is History

CHA-CHA HEELS, LIQUID EYELINER, AND...

The Most Beautiful Woman in the World

army chief of Staff Gen. George casey Jr., left, shakes 
hands with a 1st Infantry Division soldier during a sens-
ing session March 24, at Fort Riley, Kansas, about ‘Don’t 
ask Don’t Tell’ repeal training  Myles Cullen, U.S. Army photo

Susan Lowe, 
Mink Stole 
and Jeffrey 
Schwarz 
during their 
interview 
sessions in 
Baltimore 
photo: courtesy of 
Jeffrey Schwarz

By chucK Duncan
If you’re a native of Baltimore (and even if you’re not), you 
certainly know John Waters and Divine. From John’s ear-
ly short films from the late 60s to his 1972 calling card, 
Pink Flamingos, through 1988’s Hairspray, Waters and his 
muse Divine showed the rest of the world what the “reel” 
Baltimore was like (and there was more than a little of the 
“real” in those films too). 

Unfortunately, shortly after the release of Hairspray, 
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vacy could result in discharge, the app has 
been especially useful.

In March, Army Chief of Staff Gen. George 
W. Casey Jr. visited Fort Riley, in Kansas to 
meet with soldiers who had received some 
of the earliest DADT training. He came away 
with a positive assessment, with the caveat 
that until Soldiers 
are confronted with 
openly gay and les-
bian Soldiers in the 
ranks, the issue is 
still “an intellectual 
discussion.”

Later he 
testified be-
fore the Senate 
Armed Services 
Committee and 
said, “The thing 
I took away: the 
training is simple, it’s effective, and it’s 
starting to break down misconceptions that 
(Soldiers) had in their mind.” The military’s 
commitment to diversity now broadens with 
the repeal of the ill-conceived law. 

On July 22, when President Obama 
signed the certification for the sixty-day im-
plementation of the repeal, he said, “I want 
to thank all our men and women in uniform, 
including those who are gay or lesbian, for 
their professionalism and patriotism during 
this transition.” He commended both mili-
tary leadership for the “careful and deliber-
ate” manner in which they moved forward. 
That same day the President sent an email 
to people and organizations who worked 
to make repeal possible. He wrote about a 
young woman he had met in Afghanistan, 
who had whispered to him, “Get ‘Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell’ done.”

Looking forward to September 20 he 

wrote, “On that day, I’ll be thinking of the 
young woman I met in Afghanistan.  And 
I’ll be thinking of the countless others like 
her, straight and gay alike, who love this na-
tion and the ideals for which it was found-
ed, and who have signed up to serve so that 
we might all live in freedom and uphold this 
simple creed: we are all created equal.”

When he signed the Certification in July 
the President said that “like earlier genera-

tions that have 
adapted to oth-
er changes, 
[our military] will 
only grow stron-
ger and remain 
the best fight-
ing force in the 
world and a re-
flection of the 
values of justice 
and equality that 
the define us as 
Americans.”

That certification was a mere three para-
graphs long. Historically, though, it is one 
of the most significant documents in LGBT 
history. 

Brian Bond, the Deputy Director of the 
White House Office of Public Engagement, 
wrote in December of last year about the 
genesis of that history, in December of 2009. 
He wrote, on the White House blog, “He 
walked over to me and without missing a 
beat, put his hand on my shoulder, and I will 
never forget what he said to me – unsolicited 
– ‘We are going to end Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. 
We have a little bit of work to do still, but we 
are going to get it done.’”

A year later, the Senate voted 65 to 31 to 
pass the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 
2010. Later that day the President released 
a statement saying, “Today, the Senate has 
taken an historic step toward ending a pol-
icy that undermines our national security 

while violating the very ideals 
that our brave men and wom-
en in uniform risk their lives 
to defend. By ending “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell,” no longer will 
our nation be denied the ser-
vice of thousands of patriot-
ic Americans forced to leave 
the military, despite years of 
exemplary performance, be-
cause they happen to be gay. 
And no longer will many thou-
sands more be asked to live a 
lie in order to serve the country 
they love.”

On September 19, Pam 

Spaulding, webmistress at Pam’s House 
blend wrote, “So pop open the champagne, 
and also hold a moment of silence for mem-
bers of the transgender community who still 
face discrimination and discharge.” 

Autumn Sandeen, United States Navy 
(1980-2000), wrote in the Service Members 
Legal Defense Network (SLDN) blog “The 
demise of this terrible law, however, does not 
mean full equality in the military has been 
achieved for all members of the LGBT com-
munity. After September 20, transgender 
service members will still be banned from 
serving openly, and it will remain unsafe for 
them to come out without the threat of being 
discharged.”

On April 16 of 2010 Petty Officer Autumn 
Sandeen, Lieutenant Dan Choi, Corporal 
Evelyn Thomas, Captain Jim Pietrangelo II, 
Cadet Mara Boyd and Petty Officer Larry 
Whitt, had chained themselves to the fence 
surrounding the White House fence in pro-
test of DADT. 

“Countdown to Repeal” celebrations took 
place on the evening of September 19 until 
midnight. “Cheers!” to our service men and 
women here and at war abroad, for accept-
ing what Major General James M. Milano re-
fers to as points “already rooted in our Army 
values, which we can always rely on to guide 
us in our actions and conduct, in all situa-
tions. And, with DADT repeal, the emphasis 
is clearly on respect and integrity.” t

Don’T aSK, Don’T TELL
– continued from front page

President obama signs repeal  Myles Cullen, U.S. Army photo

Steve 
Charing’s 
column, 
OUTspoken, 
now appears 
on page 9
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crimination law that added gays and lesbians 
to existing protected minorities.

Delegate Burns’ dislike for LGBT rights 
is not new. However, his approach is new in 
the formation of the PAC and his affiliation 
with the FRC. In 2010, the Southern Poverty 
Law Center designated the FRC as a hate 
group.

Burns is the Pastor at the Rising Sun 
First Baptist Church in Gwynn Oak. In 
November of 2010 he garnered some notori-
ety when he held a service to pray for Prince 
George’s County Executive Jack Johnson, 
after Johnson and his wife were arrested in 
an FBI corruption investigation.

During the FBI investigation Johnson’s 
wife was found with close to $80,000 stuffed 
in her bra. Burns went ahead with the service 
saying that Johnson was a friend and, “And a 
friend sticketh closer than a brother,” he said 
in a report by WJZ at the time.

Time will tell if Delegate Burns’ friend-
ship with other marriage equality opponents 
“sticketh” through the next legislative ses-
sion. The Reverend Mother Mary Moise at-
tended the press conference and comments 
on this development in her “Crossroads 
Chronicles” column on page 10. t

Pac To oPPoSE MaRRIaGE 
EquaLITy

– continued from front page

By owEn SMITh
Over the weekend of 
September 10-11, trans-
gender Marylanders and 
allies met at the Gay 
and Lesbian Community 
Center of Baltimore 
(GLCCB) in two full day 
sessions. This event 
was the first of its kind 
from Equality Maryland’s 
Transgender Education 
Project. Coalition 
partners Gender 
Rights Maryland, the 
Transgender Working 
Group, the Mautner 
Project (a National 
Lesbian Health Organization), and Helping 
Individual Prostitutes Survive (HIPS) joined 
with local and national leaders and activ-
ists (including members of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force field team. Funding 
was provided through the Equality Maryland 
Foundation, Gender Rights Maryland, pri-
vate donors and local businesses.

The Transgender Advocacy and 
Empowerment Boot Camp was created to 
empower the transgender community to de-
velop and execute a campaign plan. The var-
ious workshops provided models to illustrate 
how different groups can work together for 
a common purpose. Topics covered includ-
ed grassroots organizing, how to be more in-
clusive with our voice, creating a success-
ful campaign plan, and developing tactics to 
achieve goals. The goal of the event was to 
give tools to the people who are affected by 
discrimination so they can lead the charge 
for equality.

The weekend was an amazing success. 
“We exceeded our workshop goals and 
laid the groundwork to expand and plan for 
more in-depth trainings in the future,” says 
Patrick Wojahn, the president of the EQMD 
Foundation. In addition, the interactions fa-
cilitated lasting relationships with coalition 
partners who are dedicated to the ongoing 
success and expansion of this project. 

EQMD would also like to thank all the 
workshop instructors who donated their time 
and expertise to create this event, as well as 
other coalition partners and donors. Wojahn 
said, “Equality Maryland remains dedicated 
to working through grassroots efforts to im-
prove the lives of transgender and gender 
variant Marylanders.” 

To get involved with the next workshop 

series contact Owen Smith at owen@equali-
tymaryland.org. t

owen Smith is the field organizer for gen-
der equality issues at equality Maryland

Empowering Transgender Citizens
The lowest turnout in the history of Baltimore 
elections, 18.5 percent of registered voters, 
has left the mayor in her seat and the City 
Council largely unchanged. 

Incumbent Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake came out victorious over her closest 
rival, Catherine Pugh. Both candidates were 
considered allies of the LGBT community. 
However, Stephanie seems to have strength-
ened her base during her short time as may-
or, after being elevated to that position after 
Mayor Sheila Dixon left office. 

At a celebration at Soundstage after the 
election, she thanked her supporters:

“We have all seen that Baltimore can 
go against the odds and win. We can do 
great things when we stand together. We 
can stand united behind a shared vision 
for Baltimore’s future, better schools, saf-
er streets, and stronger neighborhoods. All 
to create a growing city where more fami-
lies move in and more businesses choose to 
invest.”

The day after the election, she was 
back at work at a meeting of the city Board 

of Estimates where she said that she was 
disappointed in the low turnout. She spoke 
briefly about a shared vision for the city with 
an emphasis on business development, saf-
er streets, and better schools. 

Belinda Conaway was the only incum-
bent to lose her seat. Challenger Nick Mosby 
took that seat in a narrow race. Mosby won 
by 51 to 30 percent. On September 20, 
the baltimore Sun reported that Conaway 
has asked Maryland U.S. Attorney Rod J. 
Rosenstein to investigate Mosby because 
she believes that Mosby’s campaign fliers 
were illegal. She blames her loss on Mosby’s 
campaign tactics. Mosby says that she lost 
because she ran on name recognition, and 
did nothing to win. Rosenstein’s office has 
not commented yet on the matter.

The “gayborhood,” of Mount Vernon is split 
between the 11th and the 12th districts. William 
H. Cole ran unopposed in the 11th, leaving 
leadership changes in the gayborhood up to 
the voters in the 12th. That seat became the 
most hotly contested seat in the race. 

Record Low Turnout in City Election

—continued on page 5
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The Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) met in Chicago on September 9 
and 10 where they selected Barbra “Babs” 
Casbar Siperstein as the first openly 
transgender member of 
its executive committee. 
Windy City times reports 
that when a colleague 
asked her to be good at 
her first meeting, she re-
plied, “I don’t know about 
good. I’ll be careful.”

Nevertheless “good” 
she has been through-
out her political career. 
She has been active in in-
clusive LGBT organiza-
tions; she has been in-
volved in senior issues, in 
local business, and in her 
synagogue. 

The sixty-nine year old 
grandmother entered the political sphere in 
2000, and shows no signs of slowing down 
from her former days of horseracing and 
driving a Jaguar.

Prior to her new membership on the 
Executive Committee of the Democratic 
National Committee Ms. Siperstein 
has been the Vice Chair of the Eastern 
Regional Caucus of the Democratic 
National Committee and Co-Chair of the 
National Stonewall Democrats PAC Board; 
she joined the Board of National Stonewall 

Democrats in 2005. She was the Vice chair 
of Garden State Equality (GSE).

It was not until the DNC’s meeting in 
2009 that the Committee adopted an amend-

ment that that added “gen-
der identity to their non-dis-
crimination by-laws. Two 
years later, they now have 
a sixty nine year old trans-
woman in a key leadership 
position.

Babs lives in Edison 
New Jersey where she 
serves other roles as a 
grandmother and an ex-
ecutive. She is the own-
er of Siperstein Paints in 
Fords New Jersey, a fam-
ily business founded in 
1904 by Nathan and Lottie 
Siperstein. Her activism 
started shortly after she 

was widowed, when according to her pro-
file at out in New Jersey, she “channeled her 
grief and anger into effecting positive change 
for the LGBT community.” 

While she has worked tirelessly for 
transgender rights, including her work in 
getting an anti-discrimination bill passed in 
New Jersey and changing gender markers 
on New Jersey drivers’ licenses, she has 
said that “For things other than T, I don’t 
wear a red T on my forehead, but I’ll never 
deny who I am.” t

‘Babs’ Casbar Siperstein Elevated at DNC

By Dana LaRocca
On September 16, the United Nation’s 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Navanethem “Navi” Pillay, embraced 
Australia’s decision to enable transgen-
der citizens to self identify gender on their 
passports. In addition to male and female, 
Australian citizens may also now designate 
“X” as their gender.

Ms. Pillay said that now Australians will 
“not be required to undergo surgery or hor-
monal treatment in order to be able to ex-
press their gender identity.” Growing aware-
ness of the difficulties encountered by 
transgender people have prompted the in-
ternational body to examine what coun-
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Navi Pillay: UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
tries can do to mitigate those difficulties. 
Increasingly, Ms. Pillay said, “States around 
the world are starting to recognize the need 
to reflect sex and gender diversity. Other 
States that have taken pioneering steps in 
recent years to make it easier for transgen-
der and intersex persons to obtain legal rec-
ognition of a change of gender, or to indicate 
a gender other than male or female, include 
Nepal, Portugal, the United Kingdom and 
Uruguay.”

the Guardian reported Australian sena-
tor Louise Pratt as saying, “It’s a really im-
portant recognition of people’s human rights 
that if they choose to have their sex as ‘in-
determinate’, that they can.” The recognition 

With a solid record of supporting LGBT rights, Ms. Pillay enters the gender arena
of a third gender in diplomatic circles is a re-
flection of scientific reality. Intersex condi-
tions are real. Australia is the first country to 
allow citizens to identify as such. 

In similar news, the United Kingdom’s 
tNt Magazine re-
ports that the Home 
Office is consider-
ing issuing pass-
ports without a gen-
der marker. Home 
Office Minister 
Lynne Featherstone 
said, “We need con-
certed government 
action to tear down 
barriers and help to 
build a fairer soci-
ety for transgender 
people,” according 
to that report. Days 
after the Australia 
decision was an-
nounced, the United 
Kingdom officials, too, are considering the 
“X” option.  

In an August 1 letter to the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women, Cathy Brennan 
and Elizabeth Hungerford addressed the is-
sue of “gender-identity,” and how legal pro-
tections for women may be eroded by the 
fact that the “definition of “gender identity” 
does not require any objective proof. Rather, 
it merely requires the person seeking protec-
tion to assert that he or she identifies as the 
sex opposite his or her sex at birth.”

Writing of transgenders, though, they 
hope, “that we can achieve such protec-
tion for identifiably transgender or transsex-
ual people without harming females.” The 
Australian approach may work towards mak-
ing people identifiable in such situations. 
However, the third option, “X”, offers no such 
protections for intersex persons who choose 
to so identify.

The commission has said nothing about 
people who identify as “gender queer,” or 
are in some other way covered by the “gen-
der identity” umbrella. Nevertheless, since 
Brennan and Hungerford have raised it, and 
the transgender community has taken no-
tice, it is sure to be discussed.

The U.N. and Ms. Pillay have a solid re-
cord of supporting LGBT rights.

Ms. Pillay’s leadership in addressing 
LGBT issues internationally has put ho-

mophobia and transphobia on the radar 
of the United Nations human rights con-
cerns. Since she assumed office in 2008, 
she has been at the forefront of the fight 
for equality. 

At that time she said, “AIDS thrives on 
injustice and inequality. A human rights-
based response is critical to preventing new 
HIV infections and mitigating the epidemic’s 

impact – whoever people are, and wherev-
er they live.”

When she was first nominated to the po-
sition, the United States opposed it, report-
edly because of her views on abortion.

In May, she had warned in a video mes-
sage that although governments have large-
ly condemned sexism, racism and xenopho-
bia, “homophobia and transphobia are too 
often overlooked.”

“History shows us the terrible human 
price of discrimination and prejudice. No one 
is entitled to treat a group of people as less 
valuable, less deserving or less worthy of re-
spect, she said.

UNAIDS Executive Director, Michel 
Sidibé, had similarly warned that stigma and 
discrimination blocks effective response to 
HIV/AIDS treatment. 

Associate Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
Rebeca Grynspan, cited efforts in Latin 
America, Papua New Guinea and Senegal 
where efforts to end discrimination have 
been initiated. 

However, she said, “Eighty nations 
worldwide – more than 40 percent of all 
countries – still keep laws on the books that 
criminalize same-sex relations.” Law alone, 
she said, “[C]annot eliminate discrimination 
and disempowerment. It must be accompa-
nied by political will, at the highest levels, to 
challenge intolerance.” t

navanethem ‘navi’ Pillay  photo: U.N. / Jean-Marc Ferré|

casbar Siperstein 
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By JoE DEcaPua
Voanews.com
The AIDS Vaccine 2011 conference ended 
Thursday [September 15, 2011], in Bangkok, 
Thailand. While a vaccine to help end the 
pandemic remains elusive, scientific advanc-
es are being made.

About 850 scientists, researchers and 
others met for four days to discuss progress 
on finding a vaccine to prevent HIV infection. 
It’s the only conference to focus exclusive-
ly on that.

Exciting time
Mitchell Warren, head of the AIDS 

Vaccine Advocacy Coalition, or AVAC, gives 
the meeting fairly high marks.

“I’d say on a scale from one to ten, we are 
in a scientific zone in the upper sevens and 
eights,” he said.

AVAC is a non-profit organization with a 
stated goal speeding up the “ethical devel-
opment and delivery of AIDS vaccines” as 
part of a “comprehensive response to the 
pandemic.”

“We are in a terrific moment in the field 
and I must say it is terrifically exciting to be 
able to do this meeting here in Bangkok. It’s 
not just good science, but to be in the coun-
try where the largest AIDS vaccine trial in the 
world took place – and the first trial to dem-
onstrate that a vaccine was possible – it’s 
pretty exciting timing,” he said.

That vaccine candidate is known as RV-
144. The results of the trial involving about 
16,000 participants were announced in 2009. 
They showed a protection rate of about 31 per-
cent – not nearly good enough to go to market, 
but good enough to show it can be done.

now what?
Warren said, “Over the last two years, 

an unprecedented international collabora-
tion has been underway to try to understand 
why we got the modest effect in that trial that 
we did.”

What they found were not definite an-
swers, but rather new signals of what direc-
tion to take next.

“It is what we call hypothesis generating 
and there is going to need to be some addi-
tional studies to confirm that. But these are 
the first signals we’ve ever had,” he said.

A follow-up trial to RV-144 will be held in 
2014. It will reflect new the data and direction 
developed since 2009.

Meanwhile, there is a vaccine trial that’s 
currently recruiting 2,200 participants in 

about 20 U.S. cities. It’s sponsored by the 
HIV Vaccine Trials Network. HVTN 505 is the 
world’s largest ongoing HIV vaccine study 
and uses a combination of two experimen-
tal vaccines. 

It will focus on preventing infection 
among men who have sex with men and 
transgender women.

“While this is one of the most exciting 
times in our field, it is also the most complex 
time in our field. These are complexities and 
challenges that we’ve longed for. I think it’s 
safe to say that vaccine trials are going to 
get more complicated, but more interesting 
in the next couple of years,” said Warren.

Three-part strategy
He added that in these difficult econom-

ic times, a comprehensive strategic plan is 
needed for HIV/AIDS. 

The near and midterm strategies, he 
says, should include scaling up treatment 
and care, condoms, male circumcision, mi-
crobicides and the use of antiretroviral drugs 
as a preventive measure. The long term 
strategy is an AIDS vaccine.

“The near term and midterm strategies 
are the ones that are going to help us begin 
to control the epidemic. The long term strat-
egy will get us an end to the epidemic,” he 
said.

AIDS Vaccine 2012 will be held next 
September in Boston, Massachusetts. t

AIDS Vaccine Conference: Bangkok
INTERNATIONAL

The 12th District race left incumbent Carl 
Stokes still seated. In what many had thought 
would be a closer race. Stokes had entered 
the race late, having first made a bid for the 
mayor’s office. By the time he re-entered the 
race challengers had already garnered key 
support. Top challenger Odette Ramos had 
received the support of Delegate Maggie 
McIntosh and Delegate Mary Washington at 
the state level as well as Mary Pat Clark at 
the city level. Challenger Jason Curtis cam-
paigned heavily in the Mount Vernon section 
of the 12th, putting his bets on the “gay” vote. 

Stokes re-entered the race, winning by 
49 percent. Oddette Ramos came in second, 
followed by Devon Brown and Jason Curtis. 

Longtime LGBT ally Mary Pat Clark ran 
unopposed in the 14th District. t

LocaL ELEcTIon
– continued from front page
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New NCAA policy 
for transgender 
athletes 
overland Park, KS – The National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) an-
nounced September 12 that it has approved 
a policy that clarifies opportunities for trans-
gender student ath-
letes to participate 
on college athletic 
teams in accordance 
with their gender 
identity. The NCAA 
– which governs 
sports for more than 
1,200 colleges and 
institutions – worked 
closely with the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights’ (NCLR) Sports Project and Griffin 
Educational Consulting to develop the pol-
icy, which according to the announcement 
‘will allow a transgender student athlete to 
participate in sex-separated sports activities 
so long as the athlete’s use of hormone ther-
apy is consistent with the NCAA policies and 
current medical standards.’ 

Under the policy a transgender male stu-
dent athlete who has a medical exception for 
testosterone hormone therapy may compete 
on a men’s team, but is no longer eligible to 
compete on a women’s team without chang-
ing the team status to a mixed team; a trans-
gender female student athlete who has tak-
en medication to suppress testosterone for 
a year may compete on a women’s team; 
and, transgender student athletes who are 
not undergoing hormone therapy remain eli-
gible to play on teams based on the gender 
of their birth sex and may socially transition 
by dressing and using the appropriate pro-
nouns that match their gender identity. 

In October 2009, NCLR and It Takes a 
Team, an initiative of the Women’s Sports 
Foundation, invited experts on Transgender 
issues from a range of disciplines – law, med-
icine, advocacy, and athletics – to take part 
in a national think tank on equal opportuni-
ty for transgender student athletes. NCAA 
leaders were part of the think tank that was 
charged with identifying best practices and 
developing model policies for high school 
and collegiate athletic programs to ensure 
the full inclusion of Transgender student ath-
letes. ”I commend the NCAA’s commitment 
to creating and supporting an inclusive cul-
ture that fosters equitable participation for 
student athletes,”’ said NCLR sports proj-
ect director Helen Carroll. ‘This is truly his-
toric, and it will give transgender student ath-

letes equal access and opportunities to play 
college-level sports without any obstacles.” 
(Seattle Gay News – Shaun Knittell sgn.org)

New Hampshire 
moving toward gay 
marriage repeal
nashua, nh – The New Hampshire House 
Judiciary committee has voted 3-to-1 in sup-
port of a proposed bill that would end marriage 
equality across the state, the union leader re-
ported. The bill, if passed, would make same-
sex marriage illegal. The Judiciary commit-
tee amended the language so that passage 
of the bill would bring back some form of le-
gal civil unions for gay and lesbian couples. 
The full House will not be able to vote on the 
bill, HB 437, until 2012. “It goes out of its way 
to employ discriminatory language,” Standing 
Up For New Hampshire Families spokesman 
Tyler Deaton said of the proposed legislation, 
telling the leader it was “pernicious.”

Marriage equality was legalized in the 
state of New Hampshire in June of 2009, 
going into effect Jan. 1, 2010. Repeal ef-
forts were soon on the horizon, but a Granite 
State poll, spon-
sored by WMUR-
TV and conducted 
by the University 
of New Hampshire 
Survey Center in 
February of this 
year, found that 
that majority of NH 
residents oppose 
repeal of the state’s 
marriage equality law. According to the poll, 
29 percent of New Hampshire adults support 
repeal, 62 percent oppose repeal, and 9 per-
cent felt neutral or do not have an opinion.

“I think that the good citizens of New 
Hampshire who are proud to call our state 
’home’ will not vote to take rights away from 
their neighbors. Why would we take away 
these rights from 734 of our citizens [who had 
married under the new law at the time], and the 
thousands more who will join them in coming 
years?” New Hampshire State Representative 
Jim Splaine – a primary sponsor of the 2009 
bill that legalized same-sex marriage in the 
Granite State – wrote in a 2010 op-ed for bay 
Windows, saying that discrimination is “not the 
’New Hampshire way.” Governor John Lynch 
(D), who signed the original marriage equali-
ty bill into law, has said he would veto a repeal 
bill. (bay Windows – Hannah Clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

North Carolina 
bans gay marriage 
in constitution
Raleigh, nc – Despite polls showing the 
majority of North Carolinians don’t support 
it, members of the North Carolina Senate 
barely passed a mo- t i o n 
Tuesday afternoon 
to place an anti-
LGBT constitu-
tional amend-
ment on the 
ballot in May 
2012. The fi-
nal vote tal-
ly, 30-16, barely 
met the three-fifths 
majority needed for 
the measure to pass. The amendment 
gained prior approval in the state’s House. 
Democratic governor Bev Purdue has no 
ability to block the measure.

Opening debate, primary sponsor Sen. 
James Forrester (R-Gaston) said he was 
thankful to get the opportunity to hear his 
bill. Forrester said the amendment was in-
tended to defend the “an institution in our so-
ciety based upon the complementary male 
and female loin.” “Moms and dads are not 
interchangeable,” Forrester continued. “Two 
dads don’t make a mom. Two moms don’t 
make a dad. Children need both a father and 
a mother.”

Democrat Ellie Kinnaird, who represents 
Orange County, refuted Soucek. “Gays 
aren’t the ones causing damage to mar-
riage,” she said. Sen. Josh Stein (D-Wake) 
said this week’s special session was unnec-
essary. “Why are we here? Rome is burning. 
We are on the edge of a double-dip reces-
sion,” he said. “Yet, we’ve been called back 
to this special session to the cost of $50,000 
a day not to improve our economy, not even 
to alleviate the suffering of those down east. 
No, we are here because some of you want 
to graft onto our constitution controversial 
and discriminatory legislation.” (Q-Notes 
online – Matt Comer at Q-notes.com)

Early gay rights 
leader Arthur 
Evans dies 
San Francisco, ca – Early gay rights activ-
ist Arthur Evans, co-founder of the New York 
Gay Activists Alliance, has died of a heart at-
tack at age 68, the New York times has re-
ported. Evans had initially been a member of 

the Gay Liberation Front, but left in 1969 to 
help create the GAA along with others who, 
like him, thought that efforts to secure civ-
il equality for gays and lesbians should be 
their exclusive focus. Based in New York, the 
alliance became a model for gay rights or-
ganizations nationwide, pushing in New York 
for legislation to ban discrimination against 
gay men and lesbians in employment, hous-
ing and other areas, the times article noted. 
“At a time when the world didn’t give a damn 
about homosexuals, Arthur demanded that 
attention be paid to our plight, our beauty 
and our liberation and he put himself on the 
line to make things better for lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals and transgenders everywhere,” 
wrote Michael Petrelis, a longtime friend of 
Evans, at his blog. 

Before the Stonewall Riots, gays had 
largely kept quiet about the discriminatory 
treatment they faced. But once the uprisings 
sparked at Stonewall had begun, there was 
no going back. GAA pioneered aggressive, 
confrontational tactics to call anti-gay indi-

viduals and insti-
tutions to account, 
the times report-
ed. GAA took on 
New York’s city 
government, TV 
shows with an-
ti-gay biases, 
and even a na-
tional magazine, 
Harper’s, which 
ran an anti-gay 
article. Evans 
wrote the GAA 
statement of pur-
pose and much 
of its constitution, 
which began, ’We 

as liberated homosexual activists demand 
the freedom for expression of our dignity and 
value as human beings.’

In his later years, Evans rubbed some in 
San Francisco’s LGBT community the wrong 
way by decrying homeless people. Evans was 
instrumental in a recently approved city ordi-
nance, the so-called “Sit / Lie” law, which bans 
sitting or lying down on city sidewalks. Evans 
said that he saw the homeless youths in the 
Haight-Ashbury neighborhood as “skinheads 
with long hair” because of their aggressiveness. 
“I think he was very harmful in terms of politics 
in the Haight-Ashbury,” local gay newspaper the 
bay area reporter quoted a neighbor of Evans, 
Joey Cain. “He actively worked to defeat pro-
grams that helped kids.” (bay Windows and 
edgewire – Kilian Melloy at baywindows.com)

Gov. John Lynch

arthur Evans
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Gay man back in 
race for president 
of Ireland 
Dublin, Ireland – Gay Irish Senator David 
Norris will re-enter the race for president of 
Ireland, according to the website IrishCentral. 
If elected, he will be Ireland’s first openly gay 
president. Norris withdrew from the race on 
August 2, after it was revealed he had written 
a letter supporting a former boyfriend who 
was charged with statutory rape. The revela-
tion breathed new life into an old controver-
sy over remarks Norris had made about sex 
between older men and boys. Key support-
ers announced they were withdrawing their 
endorsements and Norris decided not to go 
through with the campaign. By September 
11, he had changed his mind, however.

 According to irishCentral, Norris was 
persuaded to rethink his candidacy after he 
scored well in a number of opinion polls. The 
latest Sunday Independent newspaper opin-
ion poll shows 39% of the Irish electorate 
wants to see Norris run in the October elec-
tion, with 40% of that group prepared to vote 
for him.

Norris is an independent who made 
his reputation as a human rights advocate 
and a critic of the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1983, he sued Ireland’s attorney gener-
al over a law criminalizing same-sex rela-
tions. When the Irish Supreme Court upheld 
the law, he sued in the European Court of 
Human Rights. In 1988, the European court 
ruled that Ireland’s law violated Article 8 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. 
Ireland repealed the law in 1993. (Seattle 
Gay News – Mike andrews Sgn.org)

Toledo, Ohio, has 
first pride parade 
in 12 years
Toledo, oh – Northwest Ohio saw its first 
Pride parade in over a dozen years on 
August 27, led by grand marshals Hershae 
Chocolatae and Toledo councilor Steve 
Steel. This year’s Toledo Pride saw the first 
gay pride parade in the city since 1998. The 
Glass City had a series of pride parades be-
ginning in 1995 and ending three years later. 
Most notably, the parade and festival had no 
anti-gay protesters, which is almost unheard 
of in Ohio LGBT pride events.

Rick Cornett, a volunteer with Toledo 
Pride who has been instrumental in connect-
ing the Toledo LGBT community with its lo-
cal media, especially the toledo Free Press, 

was almost euphoric following the second 
Toledo Pride Festival and its first parade in 
over a decade. “It was quite long and includ-
ed schools, church groups, political figures, 
corporate sponsors, the toledo Free Press, 
gay bars, support groups, et cetera,” he said 
of the parade. “The streets were lined with 
young and old people supporting the local 
LGBT community. It was so nice to see par-
ents out with gay children and entire fami-

lies... I was honored and proud to take my 
mother with me to both the parade and festi-
val,” Cornett continued.

The parade and festival showed that uni-
ty, put on by the combination of the Pride 
of Toledo Foundation, Equality Toledo, and 
Outskirts bar. Toledo Pride’s communi-
ty connection carnival was graced by doz-
ens of entertainers, ranging from inter-
nationally-known singer-songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist Bitch to drag perform-
ers. Toledo’s was not the only late-summer 
pride event in Ohio. The previous evening 
saw Youngstown’s third annual LGBT pride 
at B&O Station Banquet Center and Park, 
featuring two entertainment stages. (Gay 
People’s Chronicle – anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Cleveland HRC 
gala mixes politics 
and rock
cleveland, oh – The18th annual Cleveland 
Human Rights Campaign gala dinner and 
auction brought politicians and rock stars to-
gether with the LGBT community in a unique 
way. It was the second year in a row that the 
HRC’s Cleveland Steering Committee held 
the event at Cleveland State University’s 
Wolstein Center, which is also what engen-
dered the event’s move to the end of sum-
mer. “We supplemented it this year with the 
Dare2Care event on May 1 that HRC co-
sponsored,” said dinner co-chair Michael 

Smithson. 
Chrissie Hynde, lead singer of the 

Pretenders rock band and an Akron res-
taurateur, was given the Ally for Equality 
award at the banquet. She is originally from 
Ohio, although the Pretenders were formed 
in England. Cleveland Ward 3 council-
or Joe Cimperman, who has championed 
and spearheaded much of the city’s pro-
gay activity over the last few years, was giv-
en the Leadership Award, while Progressive 
Insurance received the Corporate Ally 
Award.

While final numbers for the evening are 
not yet available, Smithson estimated the 
crowd at 630 to 640 people, nearly a hun-
dred more than last year. “Realistically, we 
probably had about seven extra tables this 
year,” he said. At the regular ticket price of 
$175 – some paid more, some less – that 
attendance would raise about $110,000, 
before the auction and expenses, for the 
Washington, D.C. LGBT lobby organization. 
Smithson also noted that the evening was of-
ten quite emotional. He pointed to a friend of 
his who was able to openly attend the event 
because of the end of the military’s gay ban. 
“Truthfully, I think the evening went very, very 
well. We got a lot of great compliments, some 
great heartfelt talks and speeches from peo-
ple,” Gay People’s Chronicle – anthony 
Glassman at Gaypeopleschronocle.com)

Green glow-in-the-
dark cats used in 
AIDS research 
Rochester, Mn – Although it sounds like the 
plot of a bad sci-fi novel, the journal Nature 
Methods reports that green glow-in-the-
dark cats may mark a new frontier in AIDS 
research. According to the journal article, 
what were ordinary house cats have been 
genetically modified in two important ways. 
Researchers at the Mayo Clinic introduced 
one gene into each animal that helps it to re-
sist the feline form of AIDS. They also intro-
duced a gene – found naturally in jellyfish – 
that produces a fluorescent protein called 
GFP. That gene is what causes the cats to 
glow green. According to researchers, GFP 
is inserted into the lab cats to help monitor 
the activity of altered genes. ‘We did it to 
mark cells easily just by looking under the 
microscope or shining a light on the animal,’ 
said Dr. Eric Poeschla, from the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, New York. 

The anti-AIDS gene comes from a rhe-
sus macaque, and produces a type of pro-
tein called a ‘restriction factor’ that can resist 

viruses affecting animals, including those 
causing AIDS and similar immunodeficien-
cy diseases. The researchers transferred 
this gene, along with the one for GFP, into 
feline eggs, known as oocytes. They found 
that nearly all offspring from the genetically 
modified eggs carried the ‘restriction factor’ 
genes, and these proteins were produced 

throughout the cats’ bodies. Researchers 
say they also found that there was reduced 
replication of FIV – or feline immunodeficien-
cy virus, the feline equivalent of HIV, the vi-
rus causing AIDS in humans. Just as HIV 
does in humans, FIV works by destroying 
T-cells, thus exposing cats to opportunistic 
infections and other diseases. 

Animal rights advocates were critical of 
the experiment. A veterinary advisor for the 
British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection 
(BUAV) said they had ethical concerns about 
the research. “This type of research on cats 
serves only to continue our reliance on sci-
entifically flawed animal-based research,” he 
said. “Science should instead be progress-
ing in the area of modern, non-animal al-
ternatives.” t (Seattle Gay News – Shaun 
Knittell at Sgn.org)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.



8 q BaLTIMoRE ouTLouD  SEPTEMBER 23, 2011  •  baltiMoreoutloud.CoM

With the Baltimore City election now over we 
look forward to the coming Maryland legis-
lative session. Though the session starts in 
January, most of the behind the scenes work 
begins now. In addition, we have both allies 
and adversaries ready to take up the task of 
either securing our equality, or undermining it.

For the LGBT community, we have 
new friends that were not at the table last 
year. Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
was formed this past summer, partner-
ing with the Service Employees Union 
International (SEUI), the Communication 
Workers of America (CWA), the Human 
Rights Campaign, Catholics for Equality, the 
Maryland Black Family Alliance, the ACLU, 
and Freedom to Marry.

The Baltimore branch of the NAACP, 
as Steve Charing points out in his column 
this week, has joined the fight and will work 
together with Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality. Last year the NAACP started 
reaching out to the LGBT community. Now 
they are in full engagement. 

Gender Rights Maryland did not ex-

ist last year. Now, under the leadership of 
Sharon Brackett, they have become one of 
the most respected LGBT advocacy organi-
zations in Maryland. By forming a culturally 
and racially diverse board, they have gained 
a level of credibility in a community that is 
often characterized as white, and privileged. 

Not new to the list, is Equality Maryland. 
However, Equality Maryland is not the same 
organization that it was last year. We expect 
to hear from them soon concerning their 
new board members, which sources say 
has followed the example of Gender Rights 
Maryland in embracing a broader spectrum 
of the rainbow. 

When we speak about the “rainbow”, 
we must acknowledge that we have some-
times been colorblind. Color blindness does 
not involve not seeing colors, but in per-
ceiving them incorrectly. In my past, I would 
leave the house wearing one black sock and 
one blue, thinking they were the same col-
or. When choosing a blouse at the Kmart I 
would ask my neighbor, “what color is this,” 
to make choices based on reality, rather 

than my own opinion. 
Fortunately, tights and 
pantyhose, being pre-
matched in color, have 
largely corrected my 
appearance, but not 
my vision. In terms of 
our LGBT rainbow, we 
have failed to recog-
nize potential allies be-
cause of our own narrow vision. 

Going forward we must work in harmo-
ny, if not unity, with all shades of the rainbow. 

We reached the nadir when one of 
baltimore outloud’s contributors was the 
subject of a Facebook death threat this past 
summer, all over a letter she had written to 
the United Nations. That threat did not come 
from an anti-gay hate group; it came from 
an LGBT activist. Less potent, but equally 
wrong, has been the simple lack of the abil-
ity for opposing views, within our rainbow, to 
sit at the same table.

Those outside of our rainbow are poised 
to take advantage of our infighting, and often 
worse, behavior. 

The recent formation of a Political Action 
Committee, by Emmet C. Burns, and oth-

ers is a danger-
ous turn of events. 
National and well-
funded adversar-
ies will be sure to 
take advantage 
of our divisions 
by allying with the 
new group. Sadly, 
only a few report-

ers even covered the announcement of that 
group, among them baltimore outloud’s 
Reverend Meredith Moise. 

During the last session opponents who 
attempted to co-opt the issue as black ver-
sus white divided the marriage equality de-
bate. That divide was strengthened by the 
fact that our primary advocacy group at the 
time had a single African American Board 
member. Opponents were quick to quote 
and re-quote angry gay voices that decried 
members of the African American communi-
ty that opposed the marriage bill.

Last January, when Equality Maryland 
kicked off their agenda here in Baltimore, 
there were only a handful of African American 
participants. I wrote in City Desk, at that 

Let’s Test Our Vision
ThInKInG ouT LouD

—continued on page 19
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Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Welcome Aboard! NAACP-Baltimore joins MME coalition but there are concerns

The email message from 
Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality (MME) that announced 
on September 9 the addi-
tion of the Baltimore branch 
of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) to the coali-
tion was welcome and positive. 
My gut reaction is that there is 
now a focus on MME’s steering 
committee to work directly with 
the African-American commu-
nity to help pass a marriage 
equality bill in 2012.

“The NAACP’s long his-
tory of working for equali-
ty and fairness for all will be instrumental 
in harnessing the supportive voices in the 
African-American community and through-
out Maryland,” said Sultan Shakir, Campaign 
Manager for MME in the statement.

Tessa Hill-Alston, president of the 
Baltimore branch was quoted as saying, “We 
believe gay and lesbian couples have the 
same values as everyone else. They want 
to make a lifetime commitment to the person 
they love and build a loving, stable family. So 
it is only right that committed gay and lesbi-
an couples be given the opportunity to marry 
as everyone else. We look forward to work-
ing with the coalition and lawmakers to pass 
a marriage equality bill that protects religious 
freedoms.”

The NAACP joins Senator Rich 
Madaleno, Delegate Luke Clippinger, 
Equality Maryland, Progressive Maryland, 
1199 SEIU, ACLU-MD, Human Rights 
Campaign, and National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force as steering committee members 
for MME. 

The news was received favorably by pro-
gressives all over. Blogger Michael Hulshof-
Schmidt (TheSolipsisticMe) of the daily Kos 
wrote: “Hill-Alston is the tonic for the hypoc-
risy and bigotry I witness from gays who are 
racist and misogynists, or blacks who are 
homophobic, or women who are anti-women 
and homophobic. I simply don’t understand 
how anyone that is or has been marginalized 
can’t feel an obligation to then stand up for 
others who are marginalized. I am hopeful 
and will look forward to other NAACP chap-
ters stepping up to the plate and continuing 
to show great courage and leadership for civ-
il rights for all.”

Yet religious African-Americans have re-
sisted, if not rejected, the clarion calls by em-

inent civil rights leaders, such 
as Julian Bond, Rep. John 
Lewis, the late Coretta Scott 
King and many others as well 
as iconic institutions, such as 
the NAACP, who have argued 
for marriage equality. Those 
African-Americans who op-
pose such legislation use their 
religious convictions and/or 
their refusal to recognize mar-
riage equality as a civil rights 
struggle as justification.

Even in a liberal city like 
Baltimore, mayoral candi-
dates Frank M. Conaway 
and Otis Rolley 

and victorious District 12 
Councilman Carl Stokes 
– all African-Americans 
– expressed opposi-
tion to same-sex mar-
riage in a Gay life 
survey. Other African-
American candidates 
did so as well.

But it must be 
pointed out that while 
there is significant resis-
tance to marriage equali-
ty among blacks, more recent 
polls indicate a modest increase in 
support. When the data surrounding the pas-
sage of Proposition 8 in California were ulti-
mately analyzed, the initial finding of 70 per-
cent support for the ballot initiative among 
African-Americans based on exit polling 
turned out to be overstated. 

Further studies, however, indicate that in 
actuality 58 percent of California’s black pop-
ulation voted to prohibit same-sex marriage 
– a clear majority to be sure, but not an over-
whelming one.

Many gays and lesbians were quick to 
blame blacks for the Prop. 8 debacle, but 
other factors, such as political ideology, re-
ligiosity and age played more of a role than 
race. 

For marriage equality to pass the 
Maryland legislature in 2012 and to success-
fully defend it in a likely referendum, advo-
cates will certainly need increased backing 
from African-Americans. With 30 percent of 
Maryland’s population being black – among 
the highest proportion of any state – the ed-
ucation process needs to be sweeping and 
intense. Clearly, the NAACP, with help from 
others, could provide such an effort.

That is why I enthusiastically welcomed 
the MME announcement. But upon visit-
ing the Baltimore branch’s website (www.
naacpbaltimore.org), I was surprised by the 
fact that Tessa Hill-Alston’s name did not ap-
pear as president. She had been elected last 
November – fully 10 months ago – yet former 
president Marvin L. “Doc” Cheatham’s presi-
dent’s message is still displayed. And when 
doing a search for Tessa Hill-Alston, “no re-
sults were found.”

Obviously the website is in need of up-
dating. Perhaps there are insufficient re-
sources to make the technical changes. But 
if an organization is to exude confidence and 

credibility, this should be a priority in the 
Internet age. 

Moreover, I attempted to 
reach Ms. Hill-Alston to as-

certain how the branch 
will reach out to the 
African-American com-
munity to help sell mar-
riage equality. She did 
not return the phone 
message I left with the 

receptionist.
I also emailed Kevin 

Nix, the media spokesper-
son for MME who released the 

announcement, requesting him to 
share details of the role the Baltimore 

branch of the NAACP will play in the coali-
tion’s effort. I also wanted to know if the oth-
er NAACP branches in the state, particularly 
Prince George’s County, will be called upon. 
At press time, I had not heard back.

My hope is that the reluctance to discuss 
specifics with the media and, by extension, 
the community is more of a strategic calcu-
lation (and not a good one since the General 
Assembly is a mere four months away) rath-
er than an absence of information, which is 
more discomforting because of the close-
ness of the session. What we don’t want is 
“window dressing” – organizations who sit 
on a board and who can help check the pro-
verbial boxes but otherwise have no active 
function.

The members of MME’s coalition, in-
cluding the NAACP, could be vital to secure 
passage of the marriage equality bill and 
stave off a referendum attempt if utilized 
properly. The community needs to hear 
more about those plans but right now, no-
body is talking. t

Steve Charing’s outspoken blog is at 
www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com. 
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On September 9, seven pastors and one del-
egate from the Maryland’s General Assembly 
gathered at Greater Harvest Baptist Church 
to announce their anti marriage equality ef-
forts . Led by Pastor Earl Gilliam and Delegate 
Emmet Burns, the group reiterated its oppo-
sition to marriage for same sex couples in the 
state. Addressing Mayor Stephanie Rawlings 
Blake and Governor Martin O’Malley, Pastor 
Gilliam said they would never support any pol-
itician that supports same sex marriage. The 
group said it supported Otis Rolley for mayor 
of Baltimore for his support of civil unions and 
not same sex marriage.

 Pastor Gilliam told the small gather-
ing of press that the ministers who stood 
with him believe that if same sex marriage 
were legalized in Maryland, “Teachers would 
have to teach that same sex relationships 
are normal” and homosexuality is normal. 
Interestingly enough, Rev. Gilliam said that 
the ministers felt that there would be an in-
crease of bullying of children who are parent-
ed by gay couples. He believes that the aim of 
the legislation was to legalize homosexuality.

 Reiterating the familiar tome of “God 
created Adam and Eve and not Adam and 
Steve”, participants nodded in agreement 
that the purpose of marriage is procreation. 
“Anything else is an affront to God!” Rev. 
Gilliam exclaimed. Participants agreed that 
their anti marriage equality organizing was 
not about gay bashing. Rev. Gilliam stressed 
that neither he nor the other pastors present 
would bash gays. He also said that the group 
supports that passage of civil unions, as civ-
il unions will not put gay relationships on par 
with heterosexual relationships. “God loves 
all human beings”, Gilliam repeated. 

 The pastors also touted their rela-
tionship with the Family Research Council 
(FRC). Del. Burns and Pastor Gilliam spoke 
about partnering with the FRC to fight same 
sex marriage in Maryland through finan-
cial aid from the organization. The Family 
Research Council has been declared a hate 
group by the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
a renowned civil rights group known for 
sounding the alarm about extremists. The 
Family Research Council is known for spout-
ing virulent anti gay propaganda. Known for 
propagating outright lies and junk science 
about gay people, the FRC and allies trav-
el the country mobilizing evangelicals and 
Catholics to oppose marriage equality and 
anti bullying legislation. 

 Del. Burns’ group is part of a coalition 

called Progressive Clergy and Laity. Currently 
35 members strong, the group seeks to boost 
its numbers in Charles County, the Eastern 
Shore and Prince Georges County. Rev. 
Gilliam and Del. Burns talked about reach-
ing out the state’s Muslim community as well, 
citing prohibition against homosexuality in 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism. 

 When asked about political pressure 
from Governor O’Malley, Del. Burns was ad-
amant that he would not be swayed. He ad-
mitted that his district may be eliminated by 
state redistricting. He said he would not be 
swayed by “being on the bubble” of redistrict-
ing. He feels called to lead the charge against 
same sex marriage. Citing fellow legislators 

Del. Maggie McIntosh (District 43), Senator 
Nathaniel McFadden (District 45) and Senator 
Verna Jones-Rodwell (District 44) as target 
legislators, Del. Burns and Pastor Gilliam chid-
ed these legislators as supporters of marriage 
equality. Both Burns and Gilliam say they will 
use the fall to build support for their agenda, 
which will culminate in a “grand march” upon 
the state capital of Annapolis. t

Pastors Launch Efforts to Scuttle 
Marriage Equality

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Participants agreed 
that their anti 
marriage-equality 
organizing was not 
about gay bashing. 
Rev. Gilliam stressed 
that neither he nor the 
other pastors present 
would bash gays. The 
group supports passage 
of civil unions, as civil 
unions will not put 
gay relationships on 
par with heterosexual 
relationships

ThInKInG ouT LouD

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Showdown

Recently, Stonewall Democrats of Central 
Maryland announced its dissolution. Over 
the several years of its existence, Stonewall 
worked to endorse candidates that supported 
a “LGBT Agenda.” Like many LGBT political or-
ganizations, Stonewall apparently struggled to 
reconcile a Gay Identity with other interests im-
portant to individual gays and lesbians. What 
Stonewall wanted to be may never have been 
fully realized, but I commend the volunteers 
who labored for the organization, including 
President Alice Kennedy.

The loss of Stonewall also means that 
Equality Maryland stands as the only signifi-
cant political organization that claims to ad-
vance a LGBT Agenda in the Baltimore area. 
This lack of competition for gay and lesbian 
political time, effort and dollars can breed 
complacency, a dangerous thing as we head 
into the 2012 election cycle and the almost-
certainty of a marriage referendum (assum-
ing all gay hopes and dreams come true for 
the legislation’s enactment next legislative 
session – a debatable assumption.)

Stonewall’s demise presents an oppor-
tunity for assessment – who are we as a 
Gay Community (assuming we are a Gay 
Community) and who do we want to be? Further, 
what issues matter to us, and how do we want to 
advance those issues? Not too long ago, I spent 
time with two twenty-something queer identified 
people who recently looked into the “History of 
the Lesbian Avengers.” As a former avenger, I 
found the conversation difficult at times, as hear-
ing episodes in your life referenced as someone 
else’s history serves as a painful reminder that 
every day brings you one step further away from 
being alive. But existential crises notwithstand-
ing, in addition to enjoying their company, the 
conversation triggered reflections on how we as 
a LGBT Community achieve social justice. 

When I arrived in Baltimore in the mid-
1990s, Free State Justice Campaign 
(EqMD’s predecessor), Baltimore Area 
Radical Feminists (yes, that’s B.A.R.F.), the 
Lesbian Avengers, and Same-Sex Marriage 
Advocates Coalition, to name a few, all played 
some role in this thing we call “Gay Politics.” 
Importantly, each organization played a dif-
ferent role; for example, Free State playing 
straight man to the direct action fire of the 

Avengers. These groups evolved from the rich 
political tradition of the 1980s, during which 
ACT UP Baltimore engaged in direct action on 
AIDS and LGBT issues and Baltimore Justice 
Campaign successfully passed a civil rights 
bill through the City Council. 

This diversity of expression was – and is – a 
good thing. All of these elements push an agen-
da. In 1996, the Lesbian Avengers papered 
Annapolis and the neighborhoods of then-Bal-
timore County Delegate Diane DeCarlo and 
other delegates who voted against a bill to ban 
discrimination based on sexual orientation with 
fliers featuring the Lesbian Avengers bomb logo, 
the word “bigot,” and, if memory serves, a pho-
tograph of the elected official. Free State sub-
sequently condemned “the lodging of threats 
against anyone, including political leaders.” We 
need this dynamic tension – the push-pull of 
politics –to advance an agenda. And advance 
it did – the Avengers action demonstrated that 
we will hold elected officials accountable, while 
Free State represented the reasonable voice 
of compromise needed to actually pass a bill. 
In other words, in politics, you need folks doing 
policy work, direct action, lobbying – and usual-
ly, you need these folks to be different people, in 
order to achieve your goal.

Similarly, in 1999, a handful of gay and 
lesbian Baltimoreans, noting the need for 
an alternative to Free State, formed a po-
litical group through the Gay and Lesbian 
Center of Baltimore. With Free State and oth-
er supporting groups, the GLCCB – serving 
in a different capacity and relying on differ-
ent skills than Free State – helped advance 
the Antidiscrimination Act, which passed in 
2001, proving that disparate groups working 
together can accomplish a goal.

Coalitions are a good thing. Politics is 
messy, and often, activists must bring differ-
ent pressures to bear to advance a goal. Earlier 
this year, when Sam Arora went Manchurian 
Candidate and withdrew his support for mar-
riage, many of us wondered how direct action 
would have changed the ultimate outcome – 
sadly, no one does direct action in Maryland. 
Similarly, if another organization had been in the 
room with EqMD, would a civil unions bill have 
become law instead of waiting another year for 
the holy marriage grail? (As an aside, it chafed 
my hide when Delaware passed its civil unions 
bill a mere few weeks after marriage failed). 
Again, we will never know, because these orga-
nizations do not exist (although the recent cre-
ation of Marryland Inc. encourages me).

We need to create these organizations to 
counter the potential that one monolithic voice 
claims to represent the “LGBT Agenda” – we 
need diversity of opinion and tactics. LGBT 
People, if you’ve been waiting to get involved, 
now is the time to get off the bench. Tell your 
legislators who you are and what you want. t

Ch-ch-ch-ch Changes
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By ShaRon BRacKETT
On September 13th ,2011, Judge John 
Grason Turnbull sentenced the convicted 
adult attacker of Chrissy Polis to five years of 
jail time. , This was not a cause for celebration 
for us at Gender Rights Maryland (GRMD), 
as it was a human tragedy both for Ms. Polis 
and her attackers. However, we feel that jus-
tice has been served in the matter and we 
are thankful for the professional handling of 
the case, both by law enforcement 
and the State’s Attorney, Scott D. 
Shellenberger. We are glad this 
episode is now resolved so that 
Ms. Polis can now begin to make 
progress toward recovery and the 
“normal life” she has expressed 
as her foremost desire since the 
attacks. However, the verdict and sentence 
will, and rightly should, have a lingering ef-
fect on the LGBT community as well as the 
rest of Maryland.

The attack was a wakeup call to the gen-
eral public that remained largely unaware 
that transpeople regularly bear the brunt of 
discrimination and violence in Maryland and 
around the nation. It was a vivid demonstra-
tion that this discrimination is real, and can 
happen in any public space, in any city, sub-
urb, or neighborhood, even yours. One mere-
ly need watch a few moments of the horrific 
video captured during this event. The sad re-
ality is this kind of thing happens often; it is 
just that this one time we were “lucky” that it 
was captured for all to see and subsequently 
went viral on the Internet. And in this case the 
victim survived to tell the tale. Unfortunately, 
most discrimination against transpeople is un-
seen, undocumented, tolerated by others and 
most often unprosecuted. Too often we find 
ourselves at a candlelight vigil in response to 
a violent episode. And that ignores those in-
stances where the job lost, or housing or ap-
propriate medical treatment denied, is often 
found in such individuals, associated with the 
loss of hope and abject despair. 

A recent study of transpeople by the 
National Center for Transgender Equality 
(NCTE) and the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force (NGLTF) reported that 90% of 
those surveyed reported harassment, mis-
treatment or discrimination at work. 47% indi-
cated they had been fired, not hired or denied 
a promotion as a result of being transgen-
der or gender non-conforming. 53% reported 
being verbally harassed or disrespected in 
a place of public accommodation, including 
hotels, restaurants, buses, airports and gov-
ernment agencies. And when added to exist-

ing structural racism, the numbers are even 
more alarming for people of color. Clearly 
this cannot stand in Maryland.

What is needed is the education of indi-
viduals, business owners, and our elected of-
ficials. The notion that a person who is mere-
ly “different” does not represent a threat to 
you must become a cultural norm. We must 
teach that if a person makes you uncomfort-
able, for any reason, the issue most assur-

edly is yours, not theirs. We 
must teach that harassment 
and violence against trans-
people is not acceptable under 
any circumstance. In our na-
tion where equality is revered, 
it must be visibly and regular-
ly practiced by all, including 

those who represent them in elected and ap-
pointed office.

In May of this year Governor O’Malley, 
in response to the prosecution of this hate 
crime, stated that “Even with Maryland’s ‘hate 
crimes’ law, it is clear that more must be done 
to protect the rights and dignity of transgender 
people.” He further added, “In the struggle for 
justice and equality for all, I’m committed to 
working with the Maryland General Assembly 
during the next legislative session to increase 
awareness and provide even greater protec-
tions for transgender people.” This call to ac-
tion is the first time we have seen such a clear 
recognition of these issues. We applaud the 
Governor for this stance and we hope his vi-
sion will come to fruition in the coming ses-
sion. GRMD is prepared to assist in this pro-
cess as much as possible, in spite of our very 
limited resources.

It is unfortunate that new law alone will 
not remedy this situation. This is demonstrat-
ed by the recent rash of violent attacks in the 
District of Columbia, with the most progres-
sive laws protecting transpeople in the na-
tion, as well as in Baltimore City, made a pro-
tected space for transpeople by then-Mayor 
O’Malley in 2002. Changes in the law, while 
not the whole answer are a critical and fun-
damental starting point. Absent that start-
ing point it is hard to make progress with 
the public unless our leaders set an exam-
ple. This has been the case with nearly every 
civil rights movement in our history. We im-
plore our legislature, our governor, and allies 
– Let’s make it no longer “OK” to discriminate 
against transpeople in our state and demon-
strate to the rest of the nation what courage 
and change really look like.t

the author is board chair of Gender 
rights Maryland.

Building on the Lessons of a Tragedy

oP-ED
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Got Engaged? Planning to Propose?  
Been a committed couple for years!  

Plan to make it legal in 2012?  

 Get Ideas to Plan your Civil Ceremony at the Expo. Come and meet Florists, Jewelers, Venues, DJ’s, 
Photographers, Tuxedos & Bridal Fashions, Event Planners, Bakeries and many others. 

Door Prizes, Fashion Show & Educational Seminar on the  
State Requirements & Procedures. 

October 23, 2011 from 12pm to 4pm. 
Executive Banquet and Conference Center at 205 Executive Drive - Newark, DE (Off of Rt. 896) 

DelawareCivilUnionExpo.com 
Delaware Civil Union Expo  

Tickets $3 Online $5 @ Door 

New Delaware 
State Law Signed:  
Civil Unions  
Legalized! 
Effective  
January 1, 2012! 

COOL  CRAF T S
Meet 250 Artisansin Person

SugarloafCrafts.com
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900

SugarloafCrafts.com
DISCOUNT TICKETS, show info, 
exhibitor lists, directions and more at:

SEP 30, OCT 1, 2, 2011
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83
Fri. & Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5
Admission $7 online, $9 at the door - good all three days
Children under 12 and parking are FREE

ƒ Designer Crafts
 Home Furnishings
 Great Gifts
 Specialty Foods
 Family Fun

by Cynthia Chuang

See What’s New!
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hEaLTh anD wELLnESS

Salmonella

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Dear Dr. Eva,
About the egg infection, why is it called 

Salmonella? Does this have something to do 
with fish? Does it have anything to do with ex-
perimenting with the genes in food animals and 
plants? Do commercially grown chickens now 
have fish genes? I believe this kind of thing has 
been banned in Europe. But in America we are 
all for business first and never mind the health 
consequences! Any comment?

Fed Up 

Dear Fed Up,
Thank you for bringing up this fascinating 

line of thought. To start with: Salmonella has 
nothing to do with fish. Salmonella is a type of 
bacteria that can infect chickens, people, and 
many other animals. The genes of bacteria do 
not combine with the genes of the infected ani-
mal. This does happen with viruses, which can 
only reproduce by combining with the genes of 
the infected animal, but not with bacteria.

There has been not yet been any com-
mercial scale manipulation of the genes of 
chickens or other food animals, except the 
type of manipulation people have been car-
rying out since pre-history (details below.)

Although he did not discover it, 
Salmonella was named for Dr. Daniel Elmer 
Salmon, an American veterinary patholo-
gist working at the US Dept of Agriculture 
(USDA). The Salmonella bacterium was first 
identified in 1885 by Theobald Smith, an as-
sistant in Dr. Salmon’s lab, who named it af-
ter his boss rather than after himself. Maybe 
he had hopes of a promotion. Who knows, 
maybe his boss reminded him of bacterial 
scum. 

Salmonella is a common cause of food 
poisoning. Salmonella bacteria are common-
ly found in birds, but rarely in salmon or oth-
er fish.

The genetic experimentation you’re re-
ferring to is probably the genetic splicing of 
wheat and corn. Spliced strains of wheat and 
corn were developed in the US to be more 

disease resistant and produce higher yields. 
In some cases, the genes of other types of or-
ganisms (not corn) were spliced into the corn 
genes. It was this combining of the genes of 
different species that was a new step in ge-
netic manipulation, which made people un-
easy. Spliced grains are grown and eaten 
here in the US and in many other countries, 
but they have been banned in some coun-
tries in Europe. No genetic splicing has been 
carried out with food animals. 

There are problems with genetically mod-
ified foods, but the real problems are not the 
same ones that people who are concerned 
about these foods are worried about. There 
are many reasons why it is not possible for 
genetic modification of food to cause genetic 
changes in people who eat it. It is not possible 
for genes of any non-living organism to be-
come mixed with human genes, and very few 
types of food are eaten when alive. (The only 
examples of live food that I can think of are 
bacteria in some types of cheese and yogurt.)

It’s important to realize that people have 
been genetically modifying food plants and 
animals since the beginning of agriculture. 
Even in Biblical times, shepherds were de-
veloping better flocks by allowing only the 
largest, strongest animals to breed. The wild 
plant that was developed into corn by Native 
Americans has a tiny ear of corn smaller 
than the baby corn you find in some Chinese 
dishes. This plant was developed into mod-
ern corn by people who chose the largest, 
healthiest ears and used them for seed the 
following year, and used the pollen of one 
type of corn plant with a valuable quality, such 
as disease resistance, to pollinate the flow-
ers of a different type with another valuable 
quality, like high yield. Over time, these genet-
ic manipulations produced all the food plants 
that allowed the development of agriculture 
and settled human life 10,000 years ago. 

Selective breeding and gene splicing 
both cause the same kinds of problems. The 
risks are on the whole-population level, not 
at the individual level. Too many farmers us-
ing genetically similar food plants or live-
stock leads to the risk of famine. When any 
population – of people, sheep, or corn – los-
es genetic diversity, it’s more vulnerable, to 
infections and other stresses like drought or 
climate change. That’s the reason some ag-
ricultural colleges have set up seed banks, to 
preserve a wide variety of food crops for the 
future. Support genetic diversity – eat heir-
loom tomatoes and many types of apples! t

eva Hersh is Chief Medical officer at Chase 
brexton Health Services (1001 Cathedral St., 
baltimore, Md 21201). Send her your comments 
or email editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.
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OctOber 5 
Screening of BluePrint film 
directed by Kirk Shannon-Butts 
Creative Alliance and Flickeria • Showtime 7:35 pm
Donation $10 

OctOber 7 
Kim WalKer and her Band raPture 
Meet and Greet Black Out Party @ Club Bunns 
606/608 West Lexington St. • 6pm - 9pm
FREE until 9pm/ after 9 pm $10 
Youth eVentS: Where’S Your Voice ? 
6pm - 9pm • Location : TBA • FREE 

OctOber 8 
Youth Summit: Who runS the World 
UMB Student Center 
2pm - 4pm • FREE FOOD AND Entry
toWnhall meeting/ inter-generational 
Baltimore Heritage in Partnership  
with 30 years of African-American LGBT History 
Metropolitan Community Church of Baltimore
401 West Monument St. • 1pm - 3pm • FREE 
Baltimore BlacK Pride cultural affair 
and “icon We loVe” aWardS 
Honoree(s) Del. Mary L. Washington of the 43rd district 
Archbishop Carl Bean of The Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
Featuring Artist : Mezzo Soprano Tona Brown
Eubie Blake National Jazz Institute and Cultural Center 
847 North Howard St. • 7pm - 11pm:
DRESS ATTIRE SEMI-FORMAL … DRESS TO IMPRESS 
Lite Buffet, Open Bar, Live Entertainment and Dancing
Donation $50.00 

OctOber 9 
SundaY SPiritual SerVice 
Unity Fellowship Church of Baltimore 
Sermon by Rev. Sam Offer 
Featuring Artist : Mezzo Soprano Tona Brown 
UFCB Voices of Life Choir and special guest performers 
Eubie Blake National Jazz Institute and Cultural Center 
847 N. Howard St. • 11am - 1pm 
fall feStiVal 
All New Club Bunns • 4pm - 11pm 

OctOber 11 
national coming out daY mixer / Youth eVent 
Youth and adult mixer 
At GLCCB 6pm - 9pm • Proceeds will be donated to 
“The Den” a LGBTQQ Youth Drop in Center 
national coming out daY / thanK You 
All New Club Bunns • 10pm - 2am 

FOr ALL YOUtH eVeNtS: PLeASe cONtAct JAMAL HAILeY 
jhailey@peds.umaryland.edu • 410-706-4162 
For more information: www.Blackpridebaltimore.org / 
Bmoreblackpride@yahoo.comba

lti
m

or
e b

la
ck

 Pr
id

e 2
01

1 •
 I W

AS
 bO

rN
 tH

IS
 W

AY
 •

 ba
lti

m
or

e b
la

ck
 Pr

id
e X

tra
va

ga
nz

a e
ve

nt
s •

 Oc
t. 4

-1
1 

The First and Franklin Street Presbyterian 
Church is celebrating its 250th Anniversary 
in the City of Baltimore. The celebration will 
begin with a service of worship at the church 
followed by a luncheon at the Westminster 
Church and Burial Grounds on October 2. 
Then on October 30, there will have a cele-
bration of the church’s Scottish beginnings. 

Throughout the month of February there 
will be an exhibition of the church’s histori-
cal items including old communion vessels, 
the “vinegar” Bible, historic books and pa-
pers, and the original walking stick, a gift 
from George Washington to the first pas-
tor, Patrick Allison. On March 11, The Rev. 
Dr. Tom Long, a homiletics professor at 
Chandler School of Theology in Atlanta, GA, 
will preach at joint service of worship with 
their daughter churches. From April 15 to 
22 a display of part of the AIDS quilt to bring 
awareness of the church’s mission over the 
years and lastly on May 6 a community wide 
celebration and picnic on Madison Street.

In 1761 a group of Presbyterians from 

Pennsylvania came to Baltimore and began 
a religious society. They initially worshiped in 
homes and then built a small log building, the 
First Presbyterian Church. After three years, 
they relocated to a small brick building. 

The larger church, known as the two-stee-

ple church, was erected in 1791. Located on the 
corner of Fayette and North Streets, it served 
until the church moved to its present location on 
the corner of Madison Street and Park Avenue 
in 1859. The history of the church is more than 
its buildings and so it has sought to be faithful 
to God, sharing Christ’s reconciling love with all 
people in each place and time. t

FaITh

First & Franklin Street Presbyterian 
Church Celebrates 250 Years

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

In 1761 a group of 
Presbyterians from 
Pennsylvania came to 
Baltimore and began a 
religious society.
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 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650
www.GraCeUnitedMethodist.orG

You and your family are cordially invited to share and attend our 
international potluck on Sunday, Oct. 2, at 6 p.m. in the fellowship

hall. Children, youth and adults are welcome to join our 
Many opportunities for Christian 

Education. See our website  
for more information.
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LIvELy aRTS // OUT ON SCREEN

have made the pilgrimage to Baltimore to visit his grave, 
but not many people really know Divine beyond Hairspray. 
Pink Flamingos is his most infamous film, Female trouble is 
probably the true fan favorite and Polyester gave us Divine 
in Odorama. 

Divine also had a recording career, and made several 
movies outside of Waters’ Dreamland Productions including 
lust in the dust (with Polyester co-star Tab Hunter) and Alan 
Rudolph’s trouble in Mind in a rare non-drag, starring role 
(although he did play small character parts as men in Waters’ 
films as well). There has been an e! true Hollywood Story 
about Divine, but no other definitive documentaries about 
the man behind the makeup.

All that is about to change if director Jeffrey Schwarz 
(Spine tingler! the William Castle Story) has anything to say 
about it. Schwarz met John Waters while producing a doc-
umentary for the musical remake of Hairspray and hatched 
the idea to put together the definitive look at the life of Harris 
Glenn Milstead, aka Divine. While Schwarz and his team are 
working on the film, i am divine, they are also looking for 
assistance in funding because it’s not easy coming up with 
money for any film today that isn’t a remake, a special effects 
extravaganza, or a major star vehicle. A campaign has been 
set up at IndieGogo for interested parties to make donations, 
and there is a Facebook page (search: I Am Divine) as well. 
I’m very excited to see this film come to completion – check 
out the excellent Spine tingler! to see Schwarz’s craft – so I 
contacted Jeffrey to have a brief chat about the project and 
the fund-raising campaign.

chuck Duncan: Hello Jeffrey. Thanks for taking the time 
out of your busy schedule to have a chat. First, I have to tell 
you how much I really enjoyed your William Castle documen-
tary, Spine tingler! I’ve been a fan of Castle’s movies and I 
read his bio, so the doc was a real treat.

Jeffrey Schwarz: Thanks, Chuck. I am attracted to larg-
er than life characters and William Castle certainly was one 
of the greats. If only he had stuck around long enough to 
work with Divine ...

cD: And now you’re turning your attention to that true cul-
tural icon – especially here in Baltimore – the one and only 
Divine. Where did the idea for this project come from?

JS: I have always worshiped at the altar of Divine and of 
John Waters. Anyone who feels like an outsider growing up 
can certainly relate to the world that they created and they 
way they lived their lives. The idea came about when I was 
producing the DVD extras for the remake of Hairspray a few 
years back. We did a documentary called You Can’t Stop the 
beat: the long Journey of Hairspray and it covered the en-
tire phenomenon including the original film. Getting to final-
ly meet and interview all the Dreamlanders gave me the bug 
to try and do an entire film just about Divine. Aside from that 
e! true Hollywood Story a bunch of years ago, there hasn’t 
been a proper documentary about his life so I wanted to fill 
that cultural void.

cD: How closely are you working with John Waters? Is 
he able to provide you with some of his early films featuring 
Divine?

JS: The first thing I did when I decided to try and make 

the film was call John Waters. 
He’s in Spine tingler!, You 
Can’t Stop the beat, and an-
other show I did called in the 
Gutter, so he knew my work 
and trusted that Divine’s sto-
ry would be in good hands. 
Without his support and bless-
ing I would not have moved 
forward on this. He actually 
said, “I trust you. This will be 
a good movie.” So that’s all I 
needed to hear! John opened 
up his Rolodex to us and got 
in touch with all these people 
I was hoping to interview, tell-
ing them to speak with me. 
He’s been nothing but sup-
portive of this project.

cD: Are any of the other 
Dreamlanders featured in the 
film?

JS: Yes, of course! We 
have already interviewed 
Mink Stole, Mary Vivian 
Pearce, Sue Lowe, Pat Moran, and Vincent Peranio. It was 
just one legend after another sitting down to talk to us when 
we were shooting in Baltimore. 

cD: How about non-Dreamlanders like Tab Hunter and 
Lainie Kazan from lust in the dust?

JS: Yes, we also interviewed some of Divine’s co-stars 
like Tab Hunter and Mary Garlington (Lulu) from Polyester, 
several of The Cockettes that he worked with, and lots of 
friends and fans. And Holly Woodlawn! Lainie will be hap-
pening soon.

cD: Frances Milstead (Divine’s mother) passed away in 
2009. Had you started the project prior to her death, and was 
she able to participate in any way?

JS: Yes, after getting John Waters’ blessing I got in touch 
with Frances and told her what I was hoping to accomplish 
with the film, to keep her son’s memory bright and to intro-
duce a new generation to his work. She was totally support-
ive and sent me some incredible rare photos of Divine when 
he was growing up. She had a great life in Florida, surround-
ed by all these gay guys who adored her and made every 
day special. I’m so glad we were able to interview her before 
she passed away so she could talk about her boy. She was 
a lovely person.

cD: What are some interesting things you’ve learned 
about Divine while putting the film together?

JS: I was most surprised to find out more about his relation-
ship with his high school sweetheart, who we interviewed. They 
dated all through junior high and high school. Divine, who was 
Glenn then, took her to the Prom and treated her so well. He 
even did her hair and makeup and told her how to dress. She 
was really smitten with him, in a very sweet high school pup-
py love kind of way. When he started dressing in drag she was 
completely unfazed and supportive. They even went to a high 
school party together with Glenn dressed as Elizabeth Taylor. 
When he started hanging out with John, David Lochary and all 
the cool Baltimore beatniks, she really felt left behind.

cD: What do you want audiences to take away from the film?
JS: Divine never considered himself a drag queen. He 

was an actor who played female parts – and those are al-
ways the best roles anyway! He was a fantastic performer, a 
great actor, and a warm, generous person who couldn’t have 
been more different from the roles he played. I want people 
get to know the man behind the glamour, a sweet soft spo-
ken guy with so much love in his heart. And he was also kind 
of nuts too. I especially want kids who didn’t grow up with him 
to get to know this amazing character and I’m hoping this will 
help secure Divine’s legacy for the future. Drag didn’t start 
with RuPaul you know!

cD: Tell me about your fund-raising project and how fans 
can help.

JS: It’s tough out there raising money for independent 
films, so we started an on-line fund-raising campaign where 
fans can have a say in making this movie. It’s a way for peo-
ple to give back to Divine, to feel personally connected to 
something really special, and to show that Divine still has 
a thriving fan-base. We put together some very cool incen-
tives, and are looking for folks to contribute anything they 
can. We have thousands of fans on our Facebook page, and 
even if everyone gave just $10 we’ll have raised the money 
we need to get to a rough cut.

cD: That’s great! I am eagerly awaiting the finished proj-
ect. Can we expect a big premiere in Baltimore?

JS: Well of course, hon!!!
I want to thank Jeffrey for taking the time out of his busy 

schedule to chat with me about this project. If you’re a fan 
of Divine and John Waters, consider making a donation 
through IndieGogo at www.indiegogo.com/I-AM-DIVINE-
Fan-Fundraising-Campaign. They have a goal of $100,000 
with some nice perks for the donators, so check out their 
fund-raising page. Jeffrey is a great filmmaker because he’s 
passionate about his subjects, and it’s about time someone 
properly honored the legacy of Divine. t

JEFFREy SchwaRz InTERvIEw
– continued from front page



BaLTIMoRE ouTLouD  SEPTEMBER 23, 2011  •  baltiMoreoutloud.CoM q  17 

By GREGG ShaPIRo
Taking its rightful place alongside coffee-table photo books 
such as Tom Atwood’s Kings in their Castles, David Fields 
and the late Anderson Jones’ Men together and Michael 
Goff and out magazine’s out in america, is Gay in america 
(Welcome Books, 2011, $45) by Scott Pasfield. Consisting 
of 140 gay male subjects, all of whom responded to a call 
for photographic subjects, and their unique stories, Gay in 
america is a colorful portrait of 21st century gay life in all 50 
states. I spoke with Scott about Gay in america and future 
projects in September 2011.

Gregg Shapiro: My partner and I have two dogs, so 
one of the first things that I noticed in the pictures was 
that there are more than a dozen pictures of men and 
dogs.

Scott Pasfield: And so many dogs got cut from the book 
[laughs].I think there was something like 30 or 35 dogs that 
I photographed over the course of the project. I was always 
excited to try and include pets when I could. I think they are 
such an important part of gay men’s lives. More often than 
not if the dogs or pets were around and seemed intrigued 
by the whole process, I asked if we could try to get them in 
the shot and most pet owners are happy about that [laughs].
The dogs by far were the most popular. I think there were five 
cats, some goats and lots of birds, too. 

GS: how was input for the photo shoots handled, as 
in who had the final say in the setting, what was worn 
and, of course, what pets, if any, would be included in 
the shots?

SP: I guess I had the final say in terms of editing the pic-
tures and narrowing it down to my favorites, and then sup-
plying the publishers with those options. The designer and 
I always were on the same page in terms of selecting the fi-
nal image. During the actual photo shoots I always did my 
best in terms of trying to compose the most interesting pho-
tographs. The location in their home dictated where that pic-
ture and portrait setting should be. It always seemed like a 
natural choice. I would try, if time allowed, to do a couple of 
different set ups and different locations in the person’s house 
so that, of course, we’d have options afterwards, which was 
great. In terms of their clothing, usually I asked the guys be-
forehand to dress in their most comfortable clothes. Not try 
and prepare for the photo shoot but to just wear what’s com-
fortable to them. In instances where I felt like it wasn’t the 
perfect choice for the photograph, we would revisit some of 
their clothes. I would say that 98% of the time what they wore 
ended up in the final shoot.

GS: how many pictures were taken of each subject 
before you arrived at the photos that appear in the book?

SP: People would often asked me how long would the 
photo shoot take and from the time I showed up on their door-
step to the time I left was usually about three hours. It takes 
some time to set up my lighting and get my equipment out, 
but also to visit with the person and get comfortable. Then 

Every Picture Tells a Story 
An interview with Gay In America photographer Scott Pasfield

tour their home and figure out along with them where the 
proper place to try to do the photo and then the actual photo-
graphing and cleaning up. For each person there were prob-
ably anywhere from two to six hundred images I would do in 
a shoot. Because it was all digital it certainly was a very free-
ing thing not to have to worry about what it cost me. If this 
was film and ten years ago, we figured out it would rough-
ly cost about $50,000 to shoot all that film and process it as 
I did. In editing photographs shoots and determining what 
those final few images that I would provide would be feature, 
with the years that I have editing my own work it became very 
clear which images were the ones that would work best with 
the story and get their message across.

GS: how involved were 
the subjects in the final de-
cision about which pictures 
appeared in the book?

SP: No not at all. After I did 
the photo shoots I would al-
ways send people my favorites 
from the shoots shortly after it 
was done, within a month. A 
lot of times years went by be-
fore we actually started mak-
ing the book from when they 
had seen my selects. We laid 
the book out alphabetically 
and the rhythm and flow of the 
book was determined a lot of 
times by that ordering. In some 
instances, we weren’t able to 
use a photo that we thought 
would be the one that would 
be the chosen image because 
of the layout and what shoots 
preceded and followed that 
particular one. In some in-
stances, it wasn’t okay pick-
ing the best photograph and 
running with that, it had to 
work in its setting and in the 
book’s layout and the rhythm 
of who was on each side of 
that spread. 

GS: Reading Ken from 
Maryland’s story, it’s under-
standable why he got a few 
more pages to tell his story. 
what came first in the pro-
cess, the photos or the sub-
jects’ stories?

SP: I decided who to go 
photograph based on their sto-

ry. They had to write the story to me as a complete stranger 
in a way and have that leap of faith and honesty to share that. 
That had a lot to do with why I picked them, it really wasn’t 
trying to come up with the story after the photo shoot. Their 
story had to ring true to me and it became very clear right 
away, who was right for the book and who wasn’t. It hit me 
like over the head like a ton of bricks. 

This person was being so honest and their story is so 
wonderful and I haven’t heard anything like it before, there-
fore I’m going to go photograph them. I had that knowledge 
walking in to the photo shoot, I had the story in mind, I knew 
what the photo should look like in my head a little bit or what 
I thought it should look like. In reality it didn’t often end up 
looking like that, but having that knowledge beforehand of 
who they were and what they were willing to share and how 
that might help others dictated how I approached them pho-
tographically. t

Pasfield will be in rehoboth beach, delaware, on Nov. 8 
at browseabout books and in Washington dC on Nov. 11 at 
the dC Center for the lGbt Community.

LIvELy aRTS // PERSONALITIES
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By GREGG ShaPIRo
Meg Baird of Espers steps out on her own and moves in 
a twangy folk direction on Seasons on earth (Drag City). 
There’s a timeless quality to the disc that could fool the ear into 
thinking it was recorded 40 or more years ago. But young Baird 
probably wasn’t even a glimmer in her parents’ eyes at that 
time. Baird’s twang, which comes from Marc Orleans’ pedal 
steel guitar, is most prominent on “Babylon,” “Stars Climb Up 
The Vine,” “The Finder” and “Stream” while her folk leanings 
are strongest on “Even Rain,” “The Land Turned Over,” “Song 
For Next Summer” and covers of Mark-Almond’s“Friends” and 
The House of Love’s “Beatles and the Stones.”

Over the course of a dozen studio albums since the late 
1980s, Grammy-winning singer/songwriter Shelby Lynne 
has gone from a slick, young Nashville interpreter of others’ 
songs to a more pop-oriented, country-influenced composer 
and performer in her own right. Her latest, revelation road 
(Everso) continues the trend that can be traced back to her 
stellar 21st century recordings such as “Identity Crisis,” “Suit 
Yourself” and “Tears, Lies and Alibis.” Standout tracks in-
clude “I’ll Hold Your Head,” “Lead Me Love,” “The Thief,” “I 
Don’t Need A Reason To Cry” and “Toss It All Aside.” 

Haley Bonar, who did a concert tour without singer/song-
writer Holcombe Waller during 2011, is back with the gleam-
ing Golder (Graveface). Bonar is just the right combination of 

exciting vocalist and songwriter. If Patty Griffin 
was from Minnesota, instead of Maine, she might 
sound something like Bonar. You can hear the 
shimmery proof of that on “Anyway, 

Rattlesnake,” “Raggedy Man,” “Daddy,” “Money,” 
“Kid October” and “Wendybird.”

When a folk music legend such as Judy 
Collins not only signs you to her record la-
bel, but also records your song, then that says 
something. It’s ironic then, that Nashville trans-
plant Amy Speace sounds more like Joan Baez 
than Judy Collins on her new album land like 
a bird (Thirty Tigers), her first album since 
leaving Collins’ Wildflower Records.

On her first album since her acclaimed col-
laboration with Robert Plant, Alison Krauss re-
unites with her band Union Station for Paper 
airplane (Rounder). From the sepia tone cov-
er photos to the period clothing, it’s clear that 
Krauss and company are making a return to their 
bluegrass roots. That’s most evident “Dust Bowl 
Children,” “My Love Follows You Where You Go,” 
“On The Outside Looking In” and “Miles To Go.” 
Her covers of Richard Thompson’s “Dimming Of 
The Day” and Jackson Browne’s “My Opening 
Farewell” are also worth mentioning.

If Jessica Lea Mayfield was trying to conjure Tammy 
Wynette (or any of her 1960s counterparts) with the cover 

iMusic: Country Folks
LIvELy aRTS // PERSONALITIES

photo for tell Me (Nonesuch), then she succeeded. Produced 
by Dan Auerbach, you can hear the influence of The Black 
Keys’ brand of modern garage on the title track and “I’ll Be 

The One That You Want Someday.” But 
young Mayfield maintains her own identi-
ty throughout, particularly on “Our Hearts 
Are Wrong,” “Blue Skies Again” (on which 
she recalls Zooey Deschanel), “Grown 
Man,” “Trouble” and “Run Myself Into The 
Ground.”

Like Keith Urban, Kasey Chambers 
is an Australian country musician. From 
retro (“Bring Back My Heart”) to contem-
porary (“Invisible Girl”) to gritty coun-
try rock (“Down Here On Earth”) and in-
between (“Devil On Your Back,” “This 
Story”), Chambers can do it all on little 
bird (Sugar Hill).

The double disc the essential 
rosanne Cash (Columbia/Legacy) fea-
tures 36 of the singer/songwriter/au-
thor’s songs, including 10 of her number 
one country singles. But like many of the 
women mentioned above, Cash walked 
the (fine) line between country and folk, 
particularly in her later work. t

amy Speace will appear in Seven Springs, Pa at the 
Seven Springs Mountain resort on September 25
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Kirk Shannon-Butts explores the world of gay African-
American youth in a contemporary and refreshing manner 
in his highly acclaimed feature film blueprint, set to screen 
in Baltimore on October 
5, as a focal point in a 
week of activities dur-
ing a week of activi-
ties for the 10th annu-
al Baltimore Black Pride 
2011 celebration. 

blueprint is the sto-
ry of two college fresh-
men trying to make a 
romantic connection in 
the chaos of New York 
City. Shannon-Butts 
introduces African-
American youth free of 
cliché, with comic mo-

ments that soften the 
angst often found in art-
house films.

blueprint has been 
screened on 5 continents, 9 countries, and 62 cities, yet it 
has taken 3 years to arrive in Shannon-Butts’ home town 
of Baltimore. When it debuted, Tim Plant’s review in Metro 
Weekly wrote that “it could become an important addition 
to gay film,” and that “Shannon-Butts is definitely a director 
to watch.” The movie received a nomination for “Best First 
Feature from Frameline, the oldest film festival devoted to 
LGBT programming.

As part of a week of activities for the 10th annual 
Baltimore Black Pride 2011 celebration, blueprint is set to be 
screened at the Creative Alliance on Wednesday, October 5 
at 7:35 p.m. t

LIvELy aRTS // OUT ON STAGE

Local Dancer Debuts in South Pacific
October 4-9 at The Hippodrome
By MaRy TayLoR
“I asked my parents in first 
grade, ‘How do kids get on TV?’ 
and their answer was ‘The the-
atre.’” With that answer Alex 
Pepper was off and running. He 
performed his first show in sec-
ond grade, the Secret Garden, 
then middle school, the Sound 
of Music. Alex was hooked. By 
eighth grade he had started his 
voice and dance training and by 
ninth grade he knew “This is what 
I want to do with my life.” So with 
much support from his family and 
friends the journey began.

Alex is a local product from 
Middletown and Frederick, MD. 
His parents made sure he saw 
all the Broadway shows he could. 
One of the theatres was The 
Hippodrome. “This theatre in-
spired me, so coming back to 
Baltimore in my first national debut 
in South Pacific means a lot to me.” 
He adds he always wanted to see 
the back stage area and wondered 
what it would be like to be on the 
stage. On October 4th all his ques-
tions will be answered. 

Alex, who graduated with second Honors from Elon 
University in N.C. with a Double B.F.A. He got his big break 
while he was in dance class. After three days in New York 
going through the audition process, the call all actors, danc-
ers and singers wait for – “You got the part!” – came. As 

friends and classmates watched in 
the wings, a big thumbs -up could 
be seen, and then all the hard work 
started. “It still doesn’t seem real 
to me to know I will be on one of 
the stages that inspired me,” Alex 
beamed. He is looking forward to 
a year of travel, which comes with 
the job. The South Pacific cast 
will be performing in 150 different 
theatres, making it even more ex-
citing. Their final performance 
will be at Wolftrap in Virginia.

Alex will be a swing and as-
sistant dance captain in his 
national tour debut in South 
Pacific that will be opening at 
the Hippodrome October 4-9. 
With the love he expressed for 
the theatre I asked him, “Out of 
all the shows you know, what 
would be you all time favorite 
one to do?” He replied, “West 
Side Story.”

“What would be your ad-
vice to a young actor just 
starting out?” I asked him, he 
thought for a minute and said, 
“Stand out but in a good way. 

Let people see who you are and what 
you do. This is your job, treat it as a job. Work the hardest and 
do the best you can do. Remember there is a role out there 
for every person who wants it and don’t get discouraged.”

To find out more about Alex Pepper go to www.
AlexPepper.com  t

from Columbia Maryland, will be play-
ing Tom O’Brien, will also be in the cast 
of South Pacific. With a B.A. in Theater 
Studies from Yale, Jay has played in Jurassic 
Parq the Musical in NYC and was a featured 
dancer in the Phish 2010 Tour at Madison Square 
Garden. Performing in theatres like Toby’s Dinner 
Theatre, Papermill Theatre and touring with The 
Whiffenpoofs, Jay will delight us with his talents. 
Another good reason to go see the show.

To find more on Jay Frisby go to www.JayFrisby.
com. t

time, “In a city that is sixty-four percent African American this 
is poor representation especially for a community that advo-
cates inclusion and diversity. If the marriage bill is brought to 
a referendum after it is passed we will discover that our fail-
ure to engage African Americans will have been a strategic 
error difficult to remedy.”

The community in general, and the African American 
community, in particular, is waiting to see if that will be the 
case next year. If the same lack of diversity prevails, we will 
lose the battle, once again. If we respect the rainbow, we 
must respect one another as persons. If we allow the argu-
ment to drift away from that of equality versus oppression, to 
arguments that divide us over race, class, or faith, we will fail.

Moreover, if we fail over those issues we will fail for our 
own lack of vision. When we see division let us turn to our 
neighbor and say, “what color is this,” to make choices based 
on reality, rather than our own opinions. t

Blueprint

Jay Frisby, 

alex Pepper

LET’S TEST ouR vISIon
– continued from front page 8

alex Pepper 
will join Jay 

Frisby on-
stage at The 

hippodrome in 
South Pacific
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LIvELy aRTS // OUT ON DVD

By GREGG ShaPIRo
Heartbeats / les amours imaginaires – If you were among the 
movie audiences who were utterly blown away by young gay 
French-Canadian filmmaker / writer / actor Xavier Dolan’s di-
rectorial debut i Killed My Mother, then you are certain to be 
happy to learn his talents are no fluke. His second movie, 
Heartbeats (Sundance Selects) is an equally original and en-

gaging film.
The rela-

tionship of best 
friends, straight 
Marie (Monica 
Chokri) and gay 
Francis, a.k.a. 
Frankie (Dolan), 
is put to the test 
when they be-
come involved 

in a potentially lethal romantic triangle. At a dinner party, 
the BFFs come in contact with self-satisfied blonde Adonis 
Nicolas (Niels Schneider), a country lad studying literature at 
McGill University and making his way in Montreal.

Both are appreciative of Nic’s attention and, at first, are 
unaware that he is pursuing each of them. Marie and Frankie 
both receive invitations from Nic to meet at a café and they 
prepare for the occasion in their own way. Of course, neither 
is able to disguise the disappointment at seeing the other 
at the appointed time in the presence of Nic. Nevertheless, 

they are on their best 
behavior and the date 
concludes with the 

three of them playing hide and seek in the woods.
Dolan makes effective use of slow motion and sound. 

The secret facial expressions that Marie and Frankie share 
with each other when they think Nic or the other isn’t looking 
are also priceless, as well as an authentic aspect of a long-
standing friendship.

The sexually ambiguous Nic is as at ease 
being physical with Marie as he is with Frankie. 
Following a date to see a play, Nic and Marie run 
into Frankie and a group of friends at a restaurant 
and once again Marie finds her plans for greater 
intimacy with Nic foiled. 

In spite of Frankie and Marie maintaining sex-
ual relationships with other, they both have their 
hearts set on being the one to bed Nic and make 
him fall in love with them. Their next opportunity 
happens at Nic’s birthday party. With their host 
“super drunk” in the kitchen, Frankie and Marie 
take the opportunity to criticize the gifts that each 
has brought for Nic. But the next morning, after 
lots of drinking and smoking and watching Nic dance with 
his “automaton” mother Desiree (the wonderful Anne Dorval 
from i Killed My Mother), the trio wakes up together in Nic’s 
bed. Even more confusing is that Nic tells Marie and Frankie 
that he loves them.

But the best, or perhaps the worst, is yet to come, when 
the threesome leaves the city for the countryside. The ten-
sion is thick and when Nic makes feeding Frankie a roast-

ed marshmallow into an erotic experience things take a turn 
for the worst. When Frankie attempts to prevent Marie from 
leaving in a huff, they end up slugging it out on the ground.

Once back in Montreal, Nic doesn’t return any of the nu-
merous voice mail messages left form him by Frankie and 
Marie. When Nic and Frankie finally meet face to face, Nic is 
clearly perturbed that Frankie thought he was gay and mis-
interpreted his intentions. Even worse is the less than subtle 

way that Nic embarrasses Marie when they 
see each other on the street.

A year later, Frankie and Marie have re-
paired the damage to their friendship. And 
wouldn’t you know it? Nic shows up at a par-
ty they are attending. But they have the final 
word, or shriek, as the case may be. But fear 
not as they may have stumbled upon a Nic re-
placement at the very same party. 

Dolan employs an interesting device 
throughout the film in which a variety of peo-
ple around the main trio’s age relate stories 
of romantic trauma. The use of this modern 
Greek chorus, adding their commentary to 
the proceedings, as well as much of the di-

alogue spoken by Frankie, Marie and Nic give the film a de-
lightfully queer mumblecore feel. Touching, funny and heart-
felt, everyone with a pulse should see Heartbeats. 

With Happythankyoumoreplease (Anchor Bay), his debut 
as a writer/director, actor Josh Radnor does his best to en-
ter Zach Braff/Miranda July territory. It’s an admirable goal 
and attempt.

Writer Sam (Radnor) is anxious to expand his short fiction 
repertoire to include novels. On the way to a meeting with a 
publisher he sees a little boy, Rasheen (Michael Algieri), get 
left behind on a New York subway car. Already running late 
for his appointment, Sam brings Rasheen with him, which 
backfires on him. Utterly inexperienced in the guardian role, 
Sam stops in a bar to get Rasheen some water and experi-
ences an immediate attraction to waitress Mississippi (Kate 
Mara), an aspiring cabaret performer.

Still unsure of what to do about Rasheen, Sam takes 
him with him to a soiree at folically challenged Annie’s 
(Malin Akerman), who threw the party to explain her alope-
cia situation. 

While there, Sam runs into old friend Mary Catherine 
(Zoe Kazan), whose boyfriend Charlie (Pablo Schreiber) is 
in L.A., thinking about relocating, which is causing friction in 
the relationship.

There you have it. A cast of mildly interesting characters 
on a quest for meaning, fulfillment and direction. Rounding 
out the bunch is another Sam (Tony Hale), a lawyer at the of-
fice where Annie works. 

Nothing would make the second Sam happier than for 
Annie to go out with him, but she’s too busy obsessing over 
Ira (Paul Scanavino), one of a long line of men who are bad 
for her. 

Happythankyoumoreplease has its share of funny and 
touching moments. For the most part, the acting is decent 
(Algieri is especially endearing), as is the writing and di-
rection, making us wonder what Radnor will come up with 
next. DVD special features include a few deleted scenes and 
more. t

DVDiva: Happy Heartbeats

There you have it: 
A cast of mildly 

interesting characters 
on a quest for 

meaning, fulfillment 
and direction.
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By JEFF haMMERBERG
This question is a common headache for 
many homeowners when placing their home 
on the market. On one hand, a remodel could 
create a diamond in the rough, and possibly 
even encourage a faster sale. On another, 
selling as-is in a competitive market could 
save months of listing time if priced right.

when you should remodel
Analyzing your competition can be a 

great way to gain insight into what buyers 
are looking for in your market. It’s easy to 
assume a feature or amenity should imme-
diately increase the value of your home. In 
some cases it will, but many times a remodel 
will only bring your home to the market readi-
ness of other similar 

homes in your neighborhood.
You should consider remodeling a room 

in your home if any of the following applies:
• When analyzing sold history and cur-

rently active homes on the market, you find 
that this particular remodel is commonly 
found.

• The room is in dire need of attention 
and a simple clean up won’t suffice to get it 
market-ready.

• When analyzing sold history, a predom-
inant higher price is offered for homes with 
this particular remodel.

You’re likely to never recoup the entire 
cost of a remodel, but getting your home up 
to par may be necessary to get your home 
sold in a reasonable amount of time.

when you should sell as-is
If your home can be considered a 

“benchmark” home, or a home that is already 
loaded with amenities not commonly found in 

your market, you should consider selling as-
is. While a pricey remodel will certainly make 
your home shine during an open house, it 
usually costs more than it’s worth. 

You should consider selling your home 
as-is if your home meets any of the follow-
ing criteria:

• The average price per square foot in 
your market is deteriorating (down market).

• Your home can be considered a “bench-
mark” home, or a home that has more fea-
tures and amenities than the competition.

• Your home is already on par with other 
active properties in the area.

The rule of thumb
First, ensure that your home meets 

the standard set by the 

competition cur-
rently for sale in 

your market. If your home is not up to par, 
you should consider remodeling. 

If your home shares the same features 
and amenities as its competition, then you 
should consider selling as-is to avoid leav-
ing any money on the table. A remodel is al-
ways a nice selling feature, but many times it 
does not make financial sense and is simply 
a waste of time.

Take the time to get with your real es-
tate agent to analyze your competition, and 
base your decision on what buyers are de-
manding in your particular real estate mar-
ket. t

author Jeff Hammerberg is the founding 
Ceo of Gayrealestate.com ~ instant free ac-
cess to the nation’s top gay, lesbian and gay-
friendly realtors, offering free buyers rep-
resentation and a free competitive market 
analysis to home sellers.

Should I Remodel or Sell ‘As Is’?
youR MonEy // REAL ESTATE

When adding value is worth it... and when not

John L. Neubauer, Realtor® 
Office: 410-377-2270 
Cell: 443-310-8384
John.Neubauer@Longandfoster.com

Homeland: Shined, polished, buffed 
and sparkling just waiting for you. 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Updates and 
amenities galore! Gleaming hardwood 
floors, central air and updated kitchen. 
Wonderful back yard with decking and 
new fence. Great value! $192,500.

Call John at 443-310-8384 for a personal tour. 

Your choice when you sell or buy with John. 
FREE Home Warranty or FREE Home Inspection. 

$450 Value. 
Call John at 443-310-8384 for details.
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Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

3355 SYKESVILLE RD, MD
Single Family Home on 2/3 acre for under 250K ~ No HOA fees 
Now Ready for moving in … Lovingly maintained; bright, sunny & spa-
cious 3BR, 2BA home on approx 2/3 of an acre with level back yard. 
Sunny 3 season room, finished LL incl recreation room, storage pantry 
and huge laundry/storage room. 2 real fireplaces with raised hearth, 
central air/whole house fan, gutter helmet system, attic space, shed 
and so much more! Many new or newer items throughout. 

410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 1.800.989.7101 
Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

Gardenville - 5106 Greenhill avenue  
Country living in the city! Great value for this 
Victorian farmhouse situated on .44 acres! 
Newer central air and heat, high ceilings, 
walk up attic, updated kitchen and more 
Unbelievable lot! ONLY $114,000!!

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Ave., Baltimore, MD 21210
Office: 410 464 5500
Cell: 410 925 9330
Brian.Hannon@Prudentialcarruthers.com
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Abbey Burger Bistro is a welcoming joint is 
tucked in a small alley, so look for the side-
walk sign.

If you are like Wimpy and love burgers 
then this is the place for you. They have 
burgers of all sorts; from bison, veggies, 
lamb, etc. They have very creative toppings 
on the different burgers. You can even build 
your own burger. All the burgers are served 
in black-and-white-checkered-wax paper-
lined baskets. They also have an impres-
sive beer list with a variety of domestic and 
international beers available on draft and in 
bottle.

One burger to try is the Harry’s Bistro 
Burger- Roseda beef, bacon, sunny side 
egg, Lincolnshire cheddar on an English 
muffin ($9) and added sweet potato fries 
($3). My first bite was a bit of heaven- the 
muffin mixed with the beef and the egg 
makes you go Mmmmmmmm! Eggs have 
been served on burgers before but not like 
this one. The beef was 
perfectly cooked to or-
der. The fries, oh the 
fries- they were the 
best sweet potato fries 
I ever had. They were 
perfectly cooked and 
seasoned.

Another great try 
is the peanut but-
ter burger – Roseda 
beef, smoked bacon, 
and creamy peanut 
butter on a bun ($9). 
You may be ques-
tioning this combina-
tion of toppings on a 
burger. I was offered 
a bite and I must say 
I was impressed and 
enjoyed it. When you 
hear about this burger, 
the first thought that 

DInInG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

could come to your mind is of a PB & J sand-
wich that sticks to the roof of your mouth but 
it didn’t do that. The peanut butter was a nice 
addition to it in the moderation that was on it. 
It wasn’t over powering.

Some of the other burgers that were test-
ed and tried were the Lamb Burger – cucum-
ber, onions, herbed yogurt, lettuce and toast-
ed pita ($9) and Gunpowder Bison Burger 
– onion rings, point reyes blue cheese, bib 
lettuce and tomato, mayo on a bun ($9). My 
Husband built his own burger (starts at $8). 
Everyone was very pleased with their choic-

es and all agreed that the sweet potatoes 
fries were out of this world!

The service was perfect and the atmo-
sphere was welcoming and fun. The food 
was very satisfying and original. Next time 
you’re in Federal Hill try an Abbey burg-
er! t

abbey Burger Bistro
1041 Marshall Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 
443-453-9698
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t t ime you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Who is that 
Leatherman?
The advertisement for Leon’s Leather 
Lounge has been running in this publica-
tion for almost a year now. Many of the ads 
feature a picture of a nice hairy chest in a 
leather harness. Many readers thought that 
it was just a generic picture pulled from the 
internet. A few of my gang thought it was 
my other half, Sir Steve. Well, I am ready 
to answer that burning question. (Okay, that 
question Dr. Eva can answer.) I am ready 
to answer the other question: Who is that 
leatherman? 

Born and raised in Fremont, Michigan, 
Bob Rose is proud to have been selected 
Mr. Michigan Leather 2004. Never one to sit 
on the sidelines, Bob was Junior and Senior 
Class President and a 1st string soccer play-
er in school. I usually never go out with soc-
cer players because they are not allowed to 
use their hands, but I sat down with Mr. Rose 
during happy hour on a recent Friday night at 
Leon’s Leather Lounge. 

Bob’s leather journey began early. When 
Bob moved to Grand Rapids, Mich. for col-
lege, he started to notice hot guys dressed 
in leather in the bars. Bob’s interest in the 
Leather Community was further piqued dur-
ing a trip to Toronto. Dressed in full leath-
er that he had borrowed from a friend, Bob 
beamed as he recalled that the crowds part-
ed like the Red Sea when he strutted down 
Church Street. When he walked into a bar, 
a cute guy immediately came up to him 
and asked, “What do you want to do to me 
Daddy?” At that moment a leatherman was 
born. 

During the next few years Bob started 
to become more involved in the Michigan 
Leather Community and attend the Mr. 
Michigan Leather Contest five or six times 
before he decided that it was time to step 
up and compete for the title. I asked him 
what inspired him to run and he said that 
he did not think that some of the prior title-
holders were the mentors that a leather title-
holder should be. He felt that he was ready 
to lead. Plus, he was also well aware that 
being a leather titleholder wasn’t bad for 
the one’s sex life either. He wanted to help 

the Michigan Leather Community blos-
som and to build a better relationship with 
the National Leather Community. Besides 
competing at the International Mr. Leather 
Contest in Chicago, Bob represented 
Michigan at CLAW in Cleveland and MAL in 
Washington, D.C. 

When I asked him if he would ever run 
for another title, he was quick to say no. It 
wasn’t that he didn’t have a wonderful title 
year, but he feels that his title was an op-
portunity for growth. It is like the thrill of get-
ting your first driver’s license. The world 
opens up to you, but it is a once in a lifetime 
experience. 

About five years ago, Bob left his beloved 
Michigan and moved to Baltimore when he 
was offered a job with Royal Caribbean. 
When he was at CLAW he met Leather 
Community leader Momma Connie Cox, who 
was also the first woman to judge the Mr. 
Michigan Leather Contest. When he moved 
to Baltimore, he got in touch with Momma 
Connie who was also now living in Baltimore. 

It was great to know that he had a least one 
dear friend in town when he arrived. He found 
the Baltimore Leather Community to be more 
serious then back in Grand Rapids. The 
Baltimore and D.C. Clubs have been around 
a long time and were well established. It is 
only recently that he really felt involved in the 
Baltimore Leather Community. He was invit-
ed to be one of the Santas for the ShipMates’ 
Daddy Christmas Benefit, attended Keelhaul, 
and often attends ShipMate and COMMAND 
Bar Nights and events. He has judged the 
Mr. Maryland Leather Contest and this year 
will emcee the Mr. Maryland Leather 2012 
Contest at 2pm on Saturday, November 5 at 
the Hippo. He also has a benefit of his own in 
the works scheduled for spring 2012 with the 
proceeds going to Moveable Feast. You will 
be hearing all about this big night soon right 
here in outloud. 

In Fact, when the advertisement for 
Leon’s Leather Lounge first appeared in 
baltimore outloud, Bob’s first thought was: 
“I have a leather harness just like that!” When 
he looked closer, he remembered that his 

good friend Mary Taylor (and outloud sales 
director) had taken that picture of him at the 
Mr. Club XS Leather Contest in York, Pa. He 
realized that he was that leatherman!  

So now you know. Mr. Michigan Leather 

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

2004 Bob Rose is the Triple L leatherman. It 
should also be noted that he is also a bach-
elor. It is great to have Bob here in Baltimore 
Leather Community. It was only a matter of 
time before Baltimore accepted that rose. t

“I usually never go out 
with soccer players 
because they are not 
allowed to use their 
hands, but I sat down 
with Mr. Rose during 
happy hour on a recent 
Friday night”

Bob Rose 
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When I was very young, my mother worked 
as a weekend night-shift nurse. Not only was 
it a challenge to change from a daytime to 
a nighttime schedule and back again, but it 
was difficult getting three young children to 
be quiet long enough to give her much need-
ed rest.

I can still hear her pleading with us, “Why 
can’t I get some peace and quiet around 
here?!”

Of course, mom’s situation was 
extreme, and she was simply 
sleep deprived. But this memo-
ry gets me thinking about what 
it takes to get enough peace 
and quiet while we’re awake. In 
this case, it’s not just peace and 
quiet around us…it’s peace and 
quiet within us. How do we develop 
habits that give us a dependable inner peace 
that isn’t automatically disrupted by what’s 
going on around us?

When it comes to shifting to a more com-
fortable inner peace, it’s helpful to learn how 
to stop your current internal process as a 
first step. “Internal process” sounds fancy, 
but it just means “what you’re thinking and 
how you’re feeling right now.” And, because 
feelings are hard to change once they get on 
a roll, the easiest thing to stop and refocus 
would be our thoughts.

Speedy thoughts and quickly intensify-
ing feelings are best buddies; splitting them 
up is the first step toward feeling better. Stop 
your thinking, and your bad mood will tempo-
rarily flounder, giving you an open opportuni-
ty to think and do things that can make you 
feel better.

So, appropriately, the name for this ap-
proach is thought stopping. Think of these 
techniques as being similar to pressing the 
Mute button on your remote, the Esc[ape] 
button on your computer, or the strip on the 
bus to get it to stop. Specifically, this is what 
you can do:

• Think “Shhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh! ” for two 
or three seconds.

• Think in a loud, commanding internal 
voice, “stop! ”

• Imagine a stop sign, and focus on it.
• Imagine the palm of a hand held in front 

of your face as a command to stop.
• Pinch your thigh.
• Rub lotion on your hands, smell 

the scent, and concentrate only on the 
sensations.

• Take a very long, deep breath, exhale 
very slowly, and focus on all the sensations.

• Wear a rubber band on your wrist, 
and snap it when you’re feeling speedy and 
stressed.

• Take an intensely hot or cold shower, 
and focus on the sensations.

• If feeling extreme distress, clench ice 
cubes in your fists while holding them over 
the sink.

• Combine items (pinch your thigh while 
thinking in a loud, internal voice “stop”).

Now, here’s the important part: once you 
get the speedy chatter in your thinking to 
stop, resist the temptation to fill it up again 
with more thinking. For example, when tak-

ing an intensely cold shower, you 
could be shouting swear words, 

and then mumbling to yourself 
how stupid this all is, which de-
feats the purpose of the ex-
ercise. You’ve replaced one 
kind of unpleasant chatter with 

another.
Instead, shift your focus to 

one of your five senses – see-
ing, hearing smelling, touching, tasting. I like 
to focus on my hearing, because that’s like 
shifting from talking (chatter in your thinking) 
to listening (hearing what’s going on around 
you). You can also focus on following your 
slow, deep breathing from your nose, down 
your throat, into your lungs, expanding your 
stomach, and exhaling back out.

When your mind is racing, and when 
stress or other emotions are getting out of 
control, our thoughts just seem so impor-
tant! When we interrupt our thoughts, we’re 
reminded that we are part of something 
much larger than ourselves – the rest of the 
world. And we can then relax and slowly re-
engage with what’s happening in the world 
right around us in that very moment.

Regular readers of my column know 
that I like to connect my life coaching tips 
to LGBT life, and I don’t think that there is 
a super strong connection, here. But I do 
think that sexual and gender orientations are 
clearer when they are “sensed” rather than 
“logically decided.” Rapid, stressful analyz-
ing – especially when it is greatly pressured 
by society’s messages – interferes with our 
natural process of feeling our way toward 
our truth. You “hear” or “feel” your truth first, 
you don’t “think” it into being. t

learn more at baltimorelifeCoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

The Power of
Thought Stopping

HIV/AIDS is a disease that has ravaged the 
gay community. It’s scary that at one time in 
my life I didn’t know anyone who was HIV 
infected. Slowly but surely I’m learning that 
some people who have come into my life are 
battling with this disease. Safe sex is some-
thing we all should practice, not that we all 
don’t fall short of glory. I, myself have en-
gaged in raw sex, and I must say it feels 
damn good. To feel that penis slide in you like 
a hot knife through butter is very tempting 
and makes you want to throw caution to the 
wind and have raw sex every time. However, 
by now we all know the consequences of our 
actions or others. I had my own little conse-
quence to deal with. 

The first guy that I ever slept with didn’t 
use a condom. I was young and very naïve. 
Since we both were in the military and were 
tested on a regular basis for HIV, I didn’t think 
it would hurt if we engaged in raw sex. The 
second time we had sex, he came inside of 
me. He claimed he got so excited that he for-
got to pull out. Immediately I start to pan-
ic. All it takes is one time. How could I have 
been so careless? Three days later while 
at work I had this unnatural urge to urinate. 
While urinating, this reddish jelly like sub-
stance came out of my penis. It didn’t burn 
or anything. Now, I was really scared. I kept 
telling myself it’s not HIV, how could it be we 
are all tested in the military. Little did I know 

at the time that there are people serving our 
country that are HIV positive, as a matter of 
fact they recommend you stay in the military 
if you’re positive because the medical bene-
fits would be to your advantage.

I summed up the nerve to go to the clinic, 
and get tested. I explained to the doctor what 
happened. No, I didn’t tell him I’m sleeping 
with men. When the test came back, I was 
negative. No HIV, thank GOD and no other 
form of STD’s, I was completely clean. To be 
on the safe side they gave me a shot of peni-
cillin and told me to avoid having sex for sev-
en days, no masturbation as well. Why is it 
when you’re directed not to have sex, that’s 
the only thing on your mind?

I was lucky, so many young naïve kids to-
day aren’t. How many times have you been 
on Adam4Adam, Men4now or countless oth-
er sites and you see 18-year-old boys that are 
HIV positive? How many profiles and sex par-
ty ads have criteria for raw sex? It’s downright 
frightening, raw sex is starting to become the 
norm. Has a cure or a vaccine for HIV/AIDS 
been found? If so, when and where can I get 
my shot? Somebody call Magic Johnson! 

I know some people who can spend 
eight hours or more in a bathhouse. Safe sex 
isn’t always practiced in those types of set-
tings; let’s just say it’s not even on the menu 
for most bathhouse patrons. Either they al-
ready have the virus or some figure that it’s 
a matter of time before they contract the vi-
rus so why bother taking precautions. If sex 
parties and bathhouses are your scene, do 
what you do. Hopefully, we all have common 
sense enough to know that frequenting a 
bathhouse or a sex party doesn’t guarantee 
you’ll contract the virus. Your partner of many 
years could be the one to give it to you. So 
whatever sexual act you do decide to engage 
in, just be wise about it. I’m not one to tell you 
to practice safe sex; we should all know that 
by now. Besides you make your own deci-
sions, just be sure you can live with it. 

Raw sex – is it on your menu? t

Raw Sex 
Is it On Your Menu?

Hearts
and Minds

Shawn Bradley
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Do you take HIV 
HAART meds? 
We could save you $$
Did you know that there are manufacturer 
programs to assist with your co-pays for HIV 
HAART meds*?  It’s true! 

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy has been extremely 
effective in assisting our patients on HIV 
HAART medications lower or even eliminate 
their copays.  Who couldn’t use a few more 
dollars these days?  Call us now!

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy 
410-539-8030

* Medicaid, Medicaid MCO, Medicare, and VA patients 
do not qualify for these manufacturer sponsored patient 
assistance programs.  Mt. Vernon Pharmacy would still 
be happy to assist you with your medication needs.  
Contact us today!
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LEON’S PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.
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EAGLE FINALS 9/11S PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
September 23 – October 5

September 23–25
Baltimore Book Festival
The Baltimore Book Festival fea-
tures hundreds of author appear-
ances and book signings, 100-
plus exhibitors and booksellers, 
non-stop readings on multiple 
stages, cooking demos by celeb-

rity chefs, poet-
ry readings and 
workshops, panel 
discussions, walk-
ing tours, storytell-
ers and hands-on 
projects for kids, 
street theater, live 
music, and a de-

licious variety of food, beer and 
wine. Mount Vernon Place, 600 
block of North Charles Street. Be 
sure to visit the Baltimore Free 
School Lit and Language Tent 
at the Radical Bookfair Pavilion. 
Free. Baltimorebookfestival.com

September 24 
annual MacT-Baltimore 
crab Feast
Men of All Colors Working 
Together. All the crabs you can 
eat, all the beer or soda you can 
drink. Patapsco Valley State Park, 
Hollofield Area, Section 358. 8020 
Baltimore National Pike, Ellicott City, 

MD  21043. $40 at the door per per-
son. $2 admission to the park.

September 27
PFLaG-Baltimore county 
Meeting
Marc Adams, who is an author of 
9 books including it’s Not about 
You: understanding Coming out 
and Self acceptance, is the guest 
speaker.  Meetings are free, con-
fidential, and open to the pub-
lic.  Refreshments will be served. 
7-9 p.m.  1710 Dulaney Valley Rd, 
Lutherville, MD 21093 (Towson 
Unitarian Universalist Church). 
Info: www.pflagbaltimore.org.  

443-255-1484, pflagbaltimore-
county@gmail.com.

October 5 
Transgender Issues 
working Group
The input and perspective of our 
transgender supporters is ab-
solutely vital for the advance-
ment of transgender issues. The 
working group meets every oth-
er Wednesday at the Equality 
Maryland offices (1201 S. Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21230). 7 
p.m. Free, registration required. 
For info contact owen@equality-
maryland.org
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 cLEanInG  BooKS & GIFTS SuPPoRT GRouP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 counSELInG

 MaSSaGE DEnTaL

 conSuLTInG

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results Lawn Master 

You grow i t  We mow i t 
• All Yard Work 

• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-9
13-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing 

• Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 hanDyMan / Lawn
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 aTToRnEy  Tax SERvIcES  TRavEL

 FInancIaL  ELEcTRIcIan

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

caLL 410-244-6780 To aDvERTISE.

Professional services

 PET SuPPLIES  hELP wanTED  FREE To GooD hoME

1 male and 1 female 5 months old English Bulldogs for 
free to a good home due to relocation,they are current 
on all shots. Potty trained,vet checked, AKC registered 

and %100 health guarantee. We are looking for the 
perfect home for them where they will be shown all love 
and care,please contact: andrewmiller1963@gmail.com 

if you are capable of providing these puppies all love 
and affection.

AVON 
Independent SaleS RepReSentatIveS 
Want choose your hours, your income 

and your rewards? WE DO!!

Contact John Redmond/Bill Palmer AISR 
(443) 421-9091 / (443) 421-9090 

JnBBeauty@gmail.com

$$$$$$
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THE 
RICHARDS GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
CSE-11-0007
CLIENT: 
CB Fleet
JOB NAME: 
Cart Ad
TRIM:
9.75 x 10.5
LIVE:  
na
BLEED:  
none
PUB:  
9 Pubs
DUE DATE:  
May 2011
INSERTION DATE:  
2011
COLOR: CMYK
LS: na/naDmax
FOR QUESTIONS CALL: 
Todd Gutmann
214-891-3519

f leetnaturals.comNo laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use.

Keep your backcountry clean.
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