
atre, led by Audrey Herman and a group 
of dedicated theatre lovers, began produc-
ing a show a month in the intimate “Terrace 
Level” of the Madison Apartments on Saint 
Paul Street. At the time Spotlighters was 
“the only theatre in the country that with a 
continuous program,” according to Audrey 
Herman in 1974.

Over the years, many notables crossed 
the Spotlighters stage; some as students 
at local high school and colleges seeking 
“real” theatre experience, others to fulfill a 
dream of acting or directing. Some of Spot-
lighters more illustrious alums include:

• Ed McDonough who went on to 
Broadway appearing in Moon for the Mis-

Ten Years of History 
By Rev. MotheR MeRedith Moise
   The first week in October will be a mile-
stone in the history of black LGBT Balti-
more. Baltimore Black Pride will enter its 
tenth year of celebrating black LGBT life 
and culture. The event has grown from be-
ing just a party to a series of workshops, 
shows, galas and spiritual services high-
lighting various aspects of the lives and 
times of African-American same-gender 
loving people.  Kevin Clemens, chair of 
Baltimore Black Pride, recounts the origin 
of Baltimore’s October celebration. “Black 
Pride actually had been in existence back 
in the late 80s, where it was a small col-
lective of men who had been active in our 
African-American LGBT community, but 

—continued on page 18

Spotlighters Celebrates 
50th Anniversary

it had no real formal name,” Clemens re-
members. Clemens spoke about the cli-
mate leading to the decision to organize 
Black Pride, “There were issues affect-
ing our community as a whole, but there 
were some things that were specific to the 
African-American community.” During this 
time, gay men were being disproportion-
ately impacted [by HIV/AIDS] but there just 
wasn’t enough information available. We 
became a lot more visible when there be-
came money available to target black gay 
men at risk for HIV, the Men of Color AIDS 
Prevention Project (MOCAPP),” Clem-
ens recalls. “Then ten years ago, MOCAA 
evolved and Baltimore Black Pride was 

The Spotlighters Theatre, a mainstay of 
Baltimore’s theatre scene, is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary. Besides providing 
Baltimore audiences with quality perfor-
mances over these past five decades, the 
venerable theatre, under the management 
of longtime executive director and artistic 
director Fuzz Roark, has been a leader 
in the LGBT community by tackling social 
issues on stage. Examples of such pro-
ductions include Corpus Christi, South-
ern Baptist Sissies, Laramie Project, Stop 
Kiss, Tea and Sympathy. In addition, there 
have been fun LGBT shows, such as Most 
Fabulous Story and Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom.

In October of 1962, Spotlighters The-

—continued on page 2
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Cast from 2004 production of Rocky Horror Picture Show credit: Amy Jones Photography 
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 news // LOCAL

founded by Carlton Smith, Leroy burgess, 
Dana Owens and myself. We became a 
member of the International Federation of 
black Prides,” Clemen asserts. 

Baltimore Black Pride is currently a 
member of the IFBP, a network of Black 
Prides that are celebrated across the globe 
including Canada and South Africa. For 
years, black and white gays and lesbians 
have asked why Baltimore needs two dis-
tinct prides. 

Clemens asserts that black Pride is a 
culturally relevant event that focuses on 
the needs and aspirations of black LGBT 
people. “I believe that we as African-Amer-
icans bring such a wealth of talent, knowl-
edge and leadership but we spend so 
much of it just doing it without being recog-
nized or acknowledged. Black Pride is the 
vehicle for [that acknowledgment] to hap-
pen,” he says. “There is nothing wrong with 
being a part of a larger community that’s 
proud of all the various communities that 
[comprise it],” Clemens stresses. In addi-
tion to the October week of celebration, 
Baltimore Black Pride seeks to increase 
the visibility of black gays and lesbians 
through the year.  “bbP’s mission is to in-
crease its public awareness through a se-
ries of monthly forums, seminars. fundrais-
ers, vigils, meet ’n’ greets, and partnering 
and supporting other community initiatives 
and efforts both state and local,” empha-
sizes the Baltimore Black Pride chair. 

The tenth year of Black Pride takes 
place at a crossroad in the history of LGBT 
Maryland. As the marriage equality refer-
endum speeds toward the vote on Novem-
ber 6th, Baltimore Black Pride has been 
involved in registering new voters and 

voicing support for the issue in the black 
and gay communities. According to Black 
Pride CEO Carlton Smith, “We, as a com-
munity, have a president and first lady who 
support LGBT rights and equality across 
the board for everyone. President Obama 
spoke candidly and in support of same-sex 
marriage.” 

Spurred on by the first black presi-
dent’s endorsement of same sex marriage, 
both Clemens and Smith feel the law will 
have a major impact on black gay and les-
bian couples. Clemens says, “This bill will 
impact on many African-American same-
gender couples, so we have a vested in-
terest. 

Members of our organization have at-
tended meetings, rallies, distributed infor-
mation, and conducted voter registration 
opportunities. We were even present at the 
signing of the bill in Annapolis.” Although 
marriage equality is an important issue for 
black gays and lesbians, it is not the only 
significant issue facing this community. 

“The black LGBT community faces a 
myriad of issues 
such as unem-
ployment, health/
wellness issues, 
(such as diabe-
tes, high blood 
pressure, HIV/
AIDS, breast and 
cervical cancer), 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n , 
youth homeless-
ness, illiteracy, 
hate crimes, and 
end of life care 
for seniors, to 
name a few, “ 
Smith says. 

Traditionally, 
Black Pride has 

held workshops about these issue and oth-
ers, including estate planning and adop-
tion.  

both Clemens and Smith acknowl-
edge that spirituality remain the center of 
the black LGBT experience “because the 
foundation of most African-Americans has 
been our spirituality. That’s what BBP is 
built on, spirituality, however you choose to 
express yourself religiously, as long as it’s 
inclusive of all,” Clemens maintains. Smith 
believes that the spiritual focus of Black 
Pride begins with love and reverence for 
the ancestors of the African experience. 

“Baltimore Black Pride will always have 
a spiritual connection because we stand 
on the back of the greatness of our ances-
tors who believed in a higher power great-
er than themselves. All through our history, 
we strived as a community for fairness 
and equality for all people. The scriptures 
say, ‘Seek the Kingdom of God first and all 
things will be added upon you.’ This quote 
is a great prescription for higher aware-
ness.” t

BALtiMoRe BLACk PRide: 
ten yeARs of histoRy
– continued from front page 

Just being fabulous 
isn’t enough

You must register by October 16, 2012, in order to 
vote in the next general election

Register online at www.elections.state.md.us
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By steve ChARing
Baltimore Ravens linebacker Brendon Ayan-
badejo has been one of the few NFL players 
to be outspoken in support of same-sex mar-
riage. He wrote an article about it in the Huff-
ington Post in 2009 and has lent his name and 
face to videos promoting marriage equality in 
Maryland. “Same-sex marriage isn’t a ‘gay’ is-
sue, it’s an ‘equality’ issue,” he said.

Recently, Ayanbadejo, 36, donated a pair 
of Ravens tickets as part of a fundraiser for 
Marylanders for Marriage Equality. This did 
not sit well with Delegate Emmett C. burns, 
Jr., a Democrat from baltimore County, who 
has been a forceful opponent of LGBT rights in 
general and same-sex marriage in particular. 

In a letter dated August 29 sent to Ravens 
owner Steve Bisciotti that was shared with the 
media, Burns wrote, “Many of my constituents 
and your football supporters are appalled and 
aghast that a member of the Ravens Football 
Team would step into this controversial divide 
and try to sway public opinion one way or the 
other.” Burns advised Bisciotti 
that Ayanbadejo concentrate on 
football and not divide the fan 
base.

Ayanbadejo was taken 
aback when hearing of the let-
ter. “I was surprised. Just what 
our country was founded on, 
for someone to try to take that 
away from me, I was pretty sur-
prised that something like that 
would come up, especially from 
a politician.” 

He indicated that members 
of the Ravens organization, 
including team president Dick 
Cass, offered words of sup-
port at the Under Armour Per-
formance Center, the ravens 
practice facility in Owings Mills, 
and a few gave him high-fives, 
according to a report in the Baltimore Sun. 
regarding Cass, Ayanbadejo stated, “[He 
said] we’re in support of you and it’s good that 
you’re able to voice your opinion and say how 
you feel. Dick personally told me, ‘We’re not an 
organization that discriminates.’”

Ayanbadejo added, “It really made my day 
that Dick Cass went out of his way to talk to me 
today and support me, and that it came down 
from Mr. Bisciotti. The Ravens is everything 
that I ever thought it was. It kind of made me 
feel even deeper rooted in this organization.”

The Ravens planned to respond to Burns 
with a letter reiterating Ayanbadejo’s right to 
free speech under the First Amendment.

Ayanbadejo, a native of California, has a 
Nigerian father and Irish mother. Being inter-
racial, he experienced discrimination as a child 
because of questions whether he was white, 

Raven Ayanbadejo, Emmett Burns Tangle
black or African. He spent his mid-teen years 
living with his family, who are straight, in an 
LGbT dorm at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. 

“So when there was a discrimination issue, 
I could relate and I could understand whatever 
the issue was. I felt like I’ve been there, I’ve 
been in your shoes,” he explains. “It might be, 
‘No, I’m not gay,’ but because I’m interracial I 
can identify with them. It really made me em-
pathetic to different issues, especially when it 
came to equality.”

This dust-up with Burns brought Ayan-
badejo support from other players in the Na-
tional Football League. NFL Players Asso-
ciation president Domonique Foxworth, who 
played for the Ravens from 2009-2011, char-
acterized Burns’ letter as “asinine.” 

In addition, Pittsburgh Steelers lineback-
er LaMarr Woodley and Minnesota Vikings 
punter Chris Kluwe were among those who 
backed Ayanbadejo. Kluwe, in particular, was 
vocal about his support. Appearing on MS-

NbC’s “Ed Show” on Sep-
tember 7 and interviewed 
by other media, Kluwe, who 
has been a strong opponent 
of Minnesota’s constitutional 
amendment against same-
sex marriage that will ap-
pear on November’s ballot, 
spoke out unabashedly for 
marriage equality and Ayan-
badejo’s right to support it. 
He also penned a scath-
ing, profanity-laced letter to 
Burns that was made public. 
Among the milder passag-
es Kluwe wrote, “by using 
your position as an elected 
official (when referring to 
your constituents so as to 
implicitly threaten the Ra-
vens organization) to state 

that the Ravens should ‘inhibit such expres-
sions from your employees,’ more specifically 
Brendon Ayanbadejo, not only are you clearly 
violating the First Amendment, you also come 
across as a narcissistic fromunda stain. What 
on earth would possess you to be so mind-
boggingly stupid?” 

For his part, Brendon Ayanbadejo sees 
the big picture. “There was a time when wom-
en didn’t have rights, black people didn’t have 
rights, and right now, gay rights is a big issue 
and it has been for a long time. And so we’re 
slowly chopping down the barriers to equality. 
We have some minority rights we have to get 
straight and some gay rights, then we’ll be on 
our way.”

A few days later, Burns rescinded his op-
position to Ayanbadejo’s use of free speech but 
not his opposition to same-sex marriage. t

ƒ

DISCOUNT TICKETS, show info, 
exhibitor lists, directions and more at:

SugarloafCrafts.com
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900

OCTOBER 5, 6, 7, 2012
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83

Admission $8 online, $10 at the door - good all 3 days
Children under 12 and parking are FREE
Fri. & Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5

Sculpture by Kotah Moon

250 Juried
Artisans in Person!

 Designer Crafts
 Home Furnishings
 Affordable Art
 Specialty Foods
 Family Fun

Ravens linebacker 
Brendon Ayanbadejo
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By steve ChARing
James C. “Chip” DiPaula, Jr., who worked 
as campaign manager and chief of staff to 
former Maryland governor robert L. Eh-
rlich Jr. from 2005-2007, joined the ranks 
of those supporting marriage equality in 
Maryland. DiPaula, who is gay and was re-
garded as Ehrlich’s closest aide, issued a 
fundraising appeal on behalf of Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality, the coalition that 
is defending the Civil Marriage Protection 
Act in a referendum in November.

goP & gay
In the email to supporters last month, 

DiPaula wrote: “As a lifelong Marylander, 
it was a great honor to serve [Ehrlich] and 
the citizens of the state I love… I am not 
alone among Republicans in my support 
for marriage equality. Former Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney and former rNC Chair-
man Ken Mehlman do, too. Clearly, repub-
licans and Democrats can agree that equal 
marriage rights are essential in a free so-
ciety… Freedom is not a Democratic or 
Republican value. It is an American value”

In participating in the campaign, Di-
Paula becomes one of the highest profile 
Republicans in Maryland to support mar-
riage equality. t

By steve ChARing
Three weeks after two gay men were shot 
on East Chase Street near the belvedere 
Hotel, police arrested a suspect in the case. 
Quinton bass, 25, of raleigh, N.C., who re-
cently came to Baltimore and had been liv-
ing in homeless shelters and vacant build-
ings, was arrested on gun charges on Aug. 
31. 

Two rookie police officers, Jason 
Dipaola and Steven Vinias, who had been 
dispatched to patrol the neighborhood on 
foot in the weeks after the August 10 shoot-
ing that left Alexander “Alex” Ulrich, Jr., 
dead and community activist Lawrence R. 
Peterson critically injured, took Bass into 
custody after they found him and four oth-
er young people drinking alcohol in East 
Mount Vernon Park near the Washington 
Monument. 

After stopping the group at the park, 
the officers found bass carrying a rusty 
.22-caliber revolver with an obliterated se-
rial number, according to a report in the Bal-
timore Sun. Police said that subsequent in-
formation helped them connect Bass to the 
double shooting. He is also facing robbery 

charges from an August 15 incident. 
The Sun reported that “North Carolina 

court records show Bass was convicted in 
2008 of robbery with a deadly weapon and 
sentenced to 12 to 15 months in jail. He 
also received probation for a 2005 assault 
charge.”

Joshua Ellsworth, the lead homicide 

Man Arrested in Mt. Vernon Double Shooting

Gay Former Ehrlich Staffer 
Backs Marriage Equality

Joseph Alexander ‘Alex’ Ulrich (L.) who was fatally shot and 
Lawrence Peterson who is recovering from wounds

James C. ‘Chip’ diPaula

v

detective, praised 
the community, 
saying information 
obtained not only 
from Mount Ver-
non residents but 
others in the area 
“was instrumental 
in solving this mur-
der.” Jason Curtis, 
president of the 
Mount Vernon-Bel-
vedere Association 
was singled out for 
his efforts.

Joseph Alexan-
der “Alex” Ulrich, Jr., 
40, was murdered 
in the August 10 

attack. A former Smithsburg, Maryland, resi-
dent who had been an actor and worked with 
troubled children in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
Ulrich moved to Baltimore to start a new career 
as a photographer. He had been living on the 

900 block of North Calvert Street. 
The other victim, Lawrence R. Peterson, 

56, remains hospitalized and is slowly recov-
ering from multiple surgeries. Peterson is the 
owner of the Empire House, an historic brown-
stone built in 1874 that had been the private 
residence of then Maryland Governor William 
Pinkney Whyte, Peterson purchased it in 1996 
and converted it so that rooms could be rented 
out. He is regarded as a neighborhood leader 
and activist. 

Hundreds of friends, family and commu-
nity members turned out on August 14 in the 
West Square of Mount Vernon Place for a vigil 
in response to the crime.

Police concluded robbery was the motive. 
A third unidentified individual was robbed but 
not shot during the incident. The police em-
phasized at a press conference on September 
13 that the investigation remains active and 
other suspects are being sought. If anyone 
has information, please contact Baltimore 
Police Department Homicide Division at 
410-396-2100. t

Joseph Alexander ‘Alex’ Ulrich (left), who was fatally shot, and 
Lawrence Peterson, who is recovering from wounds

Paid for by the Authority of Friends of Bonnie Cullison, Marcia Massey, Treasurer

Tuesday, OcTOber 16, 2012 • 5:00 p.m.

Villa maya resTauranT
5532 Norbeck Road • Rockville, MD 20853

www.villamayarestaurant.com/directions.html
www.cullisonformaryland.com/

If you cannot attend, but want to contribute, send a donation to: 
Friends of Bonnie Cullison, 3404 Beret Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20906

let’s Help re-elect a solid progressive  
and member Of The lgbt caucus To The 

maryland House Of delegates in 2014.
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800-296-7304
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By steve ChARing
The baltimore Convention Center will 
be the venue for the annual Out & Equal 
Workplace Advocates Summit that will 
take place October 29-November 1. Out 
& Equal is committed to creating safe 
and equitable workplace environments for 
LGBT employees.

At the Summit, individuals, human 
resources profes-
sionals, diversity 
managers, employee 
resource group lead-
ers and allies will 
have a platform from 
which to make con-
nections, share best practices, and formu-
late a strategy that allows for a demonstra-
tion of their commitment to equality in the 
workplace.

The Summit usually attracts 2,500 at-
tendees who participate in over 140 work-
shops and caucuses all designed to create 
an inclusive workplace. 

Nationally celebrated keynote speak-
ers will also be featured, and that will in-
clude Judy Shepard, mother of murdered 
gay man Matthew Shepard. 

Other speakers scheduled are Vladi 
Luxuria, Beth Brooke, Zach Wahls and 
others.

Founded by Executive Director Selisse 
berry, Out & Equal Workplace Advocates 
is the world’s largest nonprofit organi-
zation specifically dedicated to creating 
safe and equitable workplaces for LGBT 
people. The organization has grown sig-

nificantly with dra-
matic increases in 
attendance for the 
annual Workplace 
Summit, the expan-
sion of regional af-
filiates across the 

United States, and many global initiatives. 
“The Out & Equal Workplace Summit is 

your opportunity to learn, to teach, to net-
work and to have fun with kindred spirits,” 
Berry told Baltimore ouTloud. “Together, 
we will move out from Baltimore, creating 
the ripples that will build respectful and in-
clusive workplaces around the globe.”

For more information about the Sum-
mit, please contact Dani Siragusa at dsira-
gusa@outandequal.org, 415-694-6519, or 
visit Outandequal.org. t

Out & Equal Summit Set for Baltimore
With the presidential election a mere two 
months away, the stakes are high for the 
estimated nine million LGBT Americans 
whose daily lives are limited by a lack of 
federal protections. According to a new 
publication released today, most LGBT 
Americans live in a two-tier system where 
they must navigate conflicting state laws 
with the federal government’s refusal to of-
fer the most basic securities, such as em-
ployment non-discrimination and anti-bully-
ing protections.

an ally’s Guide to issues Facing LGBT 
americans is a primer introducing the ma-
jor areas in which unfair laws and stigma 
create extra burdens for LGBT Americans. 
The resource was developed by the Human 
rights Campaign (HrC), Log Cabin repub-
licans, the Movement 
Advancement Project 
(MAP), Stonewall Dem-
ocrats and the Victory 
Fund.

“LGBT Americans 
want and deserve the 
same chance as ev-
eryone else to pursue 
health and happiness, 
earn a living, be safe in 
their communities, and 
take care of their loved 
ones,” said HrC Presi-
dent Chad Griffin. “Un-
fortunately, unfair laws, 
lack of legal protections, 
and outdated prejudic-
es stand in the way of 
these bedrock American 
values. We must work to 
change the hearts and minds of our fellow 
Americans, guiding them to fairness and 
equality.”

The past three years have brought his-
toric gains: openly gay and lesbian service 
members now are able to serve their coun-
try; LGBT people are included in the federal 
hate crimes law; and more states are pass-
ing or expanding laws which aim to protect 
LGBT individuals from bullying in schools 
and discrimination in housing and employ-
ment. However, as detailed in an ally’s 
Guide to issues Facing LGBT americans 
details, LGBT Americans are simply still not 
equal under federal law.

Many LGBT people experience discrimi-
nation when just going about their daily ac-
tivities–whether eating at a restaurant with 
their families or friends, trying to obtain 
safe, clean housing or applying for a loan. 
Contrary to popular belief, federal legisla-
tion does not protect LGBT people from dis-
crimination in housing, public accommoda-

tions, credit or employment. LGBT people 
also lack such protections in most states. 
(Maryland has those protections.) 

LGBT workers often cannot extend their 
health insurance coverage to their partners 
or children. Without family and marriage tax 
deductions, LGBT families pay additional 
taxes but have access to fewer benefits like 
Social Security Survivor benefits. Due to 
these and myriad other inequalities, LGBT 
people are more likely to live in poverty and 
suffer from health disparities.

“With all of the media and political at-
tention on marriage, very few Americans 
understand the full extent of the inequal-
ity LGBT Americans face every day,” said 
Jerame Davis, Executive Director of Na-
tional Stonewall Democrats. “Kids in foster 

care are denied loving 
and qualified parents 
for no other reason than 
because those parents 
are gay or lesbian. 
Older LGBT Americans 
live in poverty because 
they’re denied access 
to Social Security Sur-
vivor benefits. This re-
source highlights all of 
these issues and more 
in an accessible and 
easy to read manner.”

“LGBT or straight, 
Republicans are united 
in the belief that strong 
families are critical to 
a free society, and that 
equal opportunity is es-
sential to the American 

dream. This report will be a valuable tool to 
persuade Americans of all political stripes of 
the need for equal protection for all families, 
including gay and lesbian service members 
and veterans,” said Log Cabin republicans 
Executive Director, r. Clarke Cooper.

“LGBT Americans want to serve their 
country as civic leaders, elected officials, 
members of the military and volunteers. 
We’re doing so in greater numbers than 
ever before, but there is still a glass ceil-
ing of prejudice that keeps us from reach-
ing our full potential,” said Denis Dison, 
vice president of communications for the 
Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund and Institute. 
“The U.S. has never had an openly LGBT 
member of the president’s Cabinet, nor an 
out U.S. Senator. There are no openly gay 
governors, and more than a dozen states 
still have no openly LGBT state legislators. 
We’re working to level the playing field for 
LGBT Americans who want to serve their 
communities.” t

Report Shows LGBT Inequalities
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BY STEVE MUELLER 
Men’s Health Consultant

BALTIMORE l Local physicians at a new medical 
clinic in Baltimore are so sure their medication will 
help men with erectile dysfunction and to improve 
their performance they are offering the first 37 call-
ers a free in-office medication dose. 

Erectile dysfunction, premature ejaculation and 
poor performance have long been a problem for mil-
lions of men, in spite of the popularity of Viagra, Cialis 
and Levitra. Many men aren’t helped by these pills or 
cannot take them due to adverse side effects. 

Maryland Men’s Medical Clinic custom blends 
over 180 combinations of medications for each pa-
tient. “That’s why our success rate is so high,” says 
Dr. Kevin Hornsby, M.D. “We help men from twenty-
one to ninety-four, with diabetes, prostate surgery and 
heart conditions. Regardless of their age or medical 
history our results everyday are amazing.” 

All medications are FDA approved, and no surgery is involved. 
“We adjust the prescription for a man’s erection to 45-minutes, an hour, 

90-minutes or longer,” according to Dr. 
Hornsby, “and patients see results right in 
our office. After climax the patient stays erect 
the entire period of time. This allows them to 
achieve additional climaxes and adequately 
satisfy their partner. No other medication can 
do this. We offer a simple guarantee: If you 
don’t respond to the medication on the first 
visit the office visit is free.” With that guaran-
tee, local patients have nothing to lose. 

Openings are filling quickly for the 
free in-office medication dose, after that 
the normal fees will be charged. Patients 
are assured of utmost privacy and profes-
sionalism with private waiting rooms and 
an all-male staff. Further information is 
available by calling (443) 552-3477. 

Maryland Men’s Medical Clinic, 8808 
Centre Park Dr., Suite 207  Columbia, 
MD off Rt. 100 just 3 mi. W. of I-95. For 

patients more than 60 miles away the doctor will pay your gas. 
www.MDMensClinic.com 

GUARANTEED RESULTS  
& FREE MEDICATION DOSE

Local Doctor Opens Erectile 
Dysfunction & Sexual 
Enhancement Clinic in Baltimore

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, M.D., whose amazing 
custom-blended prescription medica-
tions can help men regain the sexual 
performance from their glory days.

A d v e r t o r i a l
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erations. “Dallas Southern Pride is an in-
clusive and affirming experience for all par-
ticipants; but, perhaps the most engaged 
and impacted are the younger generations 
of sexual minorities,” Myers said. (dallas 
Voice – Tiffany austin at dallasvoice.com)

Controversial 
Mankind Project 
courts gay 
community
dallas, tX – Amid the papier-mâché 
floats, the bead-tossing drag queens and 
the scantily clad dancers in this year’s Alan 
Ross Texas Freedom Parade, you’ll again 
see members of The ManKind Project, 
or MKP, an international men’s organiza-
tion that has at times received negative 
media coverage and even harsh criticism 
from gay activists. The MKP – which has 
more than 50 centers in North America, 
Europe, Africa and Australia – supports 
“men in leading meaningful lives of integ-
rity, accountability, responsibility, and emo-

tional intelligence.” Toward this end, it of-
fers “New Warrior Training Adventure,” or 
NWTA, a weekend of tribal initiation rituals, 
including optional nudity, that challenges 
men to heal emotional wounds and over-
come self-destructive behaviors. 

Over the MKP’s 27-year history, it 
has sent more than 48,000 men to the 
NWTA. And in 2000, the MKP began ac-
tively reaching out to gay, bisexual and 
transgender men to help foster the group’s 
multicultural diversity and to combat het-
erosexism in its membership. “Oftentimes 
gay men will have been seriously harassed 
or bullied by straight men for their entire 
lives,” said boysen Hodgson, the MKP’s 
communications and marketing director. 
“Subtly or not subtly they’ve been experi-
encing the judgment that: ‘You are a sub-
standard human being. You don’t count 
as a human being. And what’s more, you 
don’t count as a man. You are not a man 

compiled by Jim Becker

Beyond the BeLtwAy

Dallas ‘Needs Black 
Pride celebration’

 
dallas, tX – Dallas Southern Pride will 
be at the Crowne Plaza in downtown Dal-
las from Oct. 4-7, offering festivities and 
celebrating African-American members of 
the LGbT community. Kirk Myers, busi-

ness adviser for the event since 2008 and 
an advocate for health care and HIV test-
ing and awareness within the LGBT Afri-
can-American community, feels that racial 
division exists within the broader LGBT 
community, leading to the need for Afri-
can-Americans to have an opportunity to 
express their unique Pride. He said when 
he’s attended mainstream Pride events or 
parades, he’s seen a lack of diversity that 
he feels contradicted the aim of the LGBT 
community: to encourage the celebration 
of what makes each individual unique, in-
cluding, but not exclusively, their sexuality.

“Racial division persists within the gay 
community due to lack of genuine con-
nections and stereotypes,” Myers said. 
“These racial lines will not be dissolved 
by pretense of diversity or false inclusion; 
but, rather, the hard work of humanitarian 
agendas that focus on the well-being and 
best interests of all its members. Until that 
change is realized, black gays are com-
pelled to offer events that highlight and 
underscore their unique heritage. . . Pride 
events, and oftentimes LGBT publications, 
are not very diverse,” Myers said. “We 
want this separation within the LGBT com-
munity to end, but in the meantime we are 
going to create events that make African-
Americans feel proud of who they are.”

Homosexuality is perhaps not as easily 
accepted or celebrated within the African-
American community as it is in the Cau-
casian culture, according to Myers. As a 
result, Myers said the event is especially 
rewarding for younger attendees who re-
fuse to hide their sexuality and are living 
with more Pride than seen in previous gen-

because you are gay.’” He continued: 
“Many GbTQ men who come to MKP [say]: 
‘This is a community that affirms me as a 
gay man and that’s the first time in my life 
that I’ve experienced that. I have never felt 
so loved by heterosexual men as I have in 
this organization.’”

The organization has had to battle 
against bad press from a prominent gay 
journalist. Gay activist Wayne Besen no-
ticed that the MKP had been endorsed by 
groups like Jews Offering New Alternatives 
to Homosexuality (JONAH), a group which 
uses “reparative therapy” to try to turn gay 
people straight. As a result, Besen as-
sumed that the MKP was an “ex-gay group” 
and called the organization a “cult-like … 
paramilitary, pseudo-psychological outfit” 
that treats homosexuality like “a shame-
ful sickness.” MKP immediately responded 
by stating that it neither uses nor supports 
“ex-gay” therapy and that it welcomes gay, 

nity and denounced the practice. 
Several professional groups have is-

sued edicts against “reparative” therapy, 
saying that it does not work and can be 
very harmful to patients who undergo it. 
(Gay people’s Chronicle at gaypeople-
schronicle.com & Seattle Gay News at 
Sgn.org)

Korean sex workers 
protest against 
criminalization
seoul, south korea – Some 2,000 sex 
workers take to the streets of Seoul – ral-
lying to denounce laws that make prostitu-
tion illegal. This crowd – made up mostly 
of prostitutes and pimps – chants slogans, 
demanding the South Korean govern-
ment withdraw the rules. Jang Joo-Eun, a 
30-year-old prostitute said, “It’s been sev-
en years since the anti-prostitution laws 
were enforced, but there has been no ef-
fectiveness of the laws. 

Due to the laws, more than 200,000 
men have gained criminal records. Also 
so many sex workers have become ex-
cons.” Many sex workers insist the laws 
have done nothing to abolish the trade. 
Hong Seong-Ryeol, a 56-year old pimp 
said, “After the anti-prostitution laws were 
enforced, prostitution has been taking 
place secretly. I think the laws should be 
revised.” 

In 2004, the government passed anti-
prostitution laws, making the industry il-
legal. South Korea’s usually bustling 
brothel districts fell silent that year when 
police began enforcing the laws, but in 
many parts of the capital the trade contin-
ues all but unhindered. t (reuters.com 
– Travis Brecher at http://www.reuters.
com/ video/ 2012/08/24/south-korean-sex-
workers-ally?videoChannel=2602&video
id=221848792)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

bisexual and transgender men. Besen re-
dacted his article and praised the MKP for 
taking an unequivocal stance against such 
harmful psychological practices. (dallas 
Voice – at dallasvoice.com)

California passes 
nation’s first ban 
on ‘cure’ therapy
sacramento, CA – The California legis-
lators approved a bill on August 28 that 
would bar the use of “reparative” or “con-
version” therapy on minors. The discred-
ited practice attempts to make gays or 
lesbians heterosexual. The bill’s backers 
say it has no medical basis because ho-
mosexuality is not a disorder.

The measure was approved 51-21 in 
the California Assembly. In May, the Sen-
ate passed its own version 23-13. The bills 
then went to conference to have differ-
ences between the two versions worked 
out. The result will go to Governor Jerry 
Brown’s desk. He has not yet stated his 
position on the measure.

“One of our number one priorities in 
this house is to protect the next generation 
of Californians,” California rep. ricardo 
Lara of Los Angeles said, according to Re-
uters. “And some of those are sissy boys. 
And some of those sissy boys grow up to 
be Assembly members. And some of those 
sissy boys need help. And we are here to 
stand with those sissy boys.” 

State Sen. Ted Lieu, who sponsored 
the bill, pointed to Dr. robert Spitzer, the 
psychiatrist who pioneered the therapy but 
has since apologized to the LGBT commu-
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Thursday, sepT. 27 • 10 pM - 2 aM
Baltimore Black Pride Pre-Pride Kick-Off Party
@ CLUB HIPPO 1 West Eager Street.
@ ZIASCO’s 1313 East Pratt Street.
HOSTED BY Baltimore Black Pride Board Members.

Friday, OcT. 5 • 7 - 10 pM • Free
MGM: Meet-n-Greet Casual Affair of Art, Music & Fun
Station North Arts Café, 1816 N. Charles Street

Friday, OcT. 5 • 5 pM - 9 pM
Ladies HAPPY HOUR Hosted By Baltimore Black Pride
DJ Ms. Tiff (Hip/Hop, Reggae, R&B. $3 Martinis, $5 chocolate 
pretzel shots, & lite fare. ) Lower Level @ Ziascoz, 1313 E. Pratt 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21231. Stay tuned for the IRON BARTENDER 
COMPETITION - & find out … “What’s The Secret Ingredient?” 

The party continues with “FRIDAY NITE LIGHTS”
9 PM - 3 AM. DJ David Robertson (House Music) Live Broadcast 
fr WPBRadio.com. Donation $5. @ Ziascoz, 1313 E. Pratt Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21231.

saTurday, OcT. 6 • 7 pM - 12 aM 
The Annual Cultural Affair 
& ICONS We Love Awards Annual Gala & Fundraiser
Eubie Blake National Jazz Institute & Cultural Center
847 N. Howard Street. Tickets: $50 individual, $85 couple. How 
to Purchase Tickets: Email Carlton Smith at bmoreblackpride@
yahoo.com. Online ticket purchases will be available www.
blackpridebaltimore.org

sunday, OcT. 7 • 11 aM-1 pM • Free
Spiritual Services at Several Locations
SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT CENTER
2129 North Charles Street • 410-244-7321
UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH OF BALTIMORE
4007 Old York Road • 410-244-0884
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BALTIMORE
401 West Monument Street • 410-669-6222
INTERFAITH FAIRNESS COALITION OF MARYLAND
P.O. Box 1313 • 410-233-5555
SOkA GAkkAI INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST BALTIMORE CENTER
1583 Sulphur Spring Road, Suite 118 • 410-536-5766
HOLY NATIvITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
4238 Pimlico Road • 410-542-9554

… MOre TO dO sunday, OcT. 7 
Raven Ladies Tailgate Party • 2 PM- 7 PM
@ Ziasco’s, 1313 East Pratt Street • Donation $2
THE FINALE: 10 PM - 3 AM 

Legacy Global Village & Music Fest
DJ Thommy Davis, keda Sings, Septimius The Great & Darren T 
“The Soul Entertainer.” Paradox, 1310 Russell Street • Cash Bar 
• $8 Before 11 PM • $12Ba
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OUTloud
Baltimore

AN INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

www.blackpridebaltimore.org

Open Fridays & saturdays Only
8505 Orchard Rd •  Spring Grove, PA

1-717-887-1694 • 8 PM - 2 AM

www.altlandsranch.com

OctOber 27th • hallOween bash
$15 Cover • $1,000 in Prizes

saturdayseptember 29th

retrO ranchDance To All The Hits From The 60’s, 70’s, & 80’sDrink specials • Happy Hour

saturday, september 22nd
High voltage Production Presents 

“country hoe down”

exotic Dancers 

County Line Dancing 

Drink specials
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impact she made on not just our staff but on 
the whole community GALAEI serves was 
immeasurable,” Gonzales said. “Her energy 
and enthusiasm carried over into everything, 
in her work as a counselor and just as part of 
the GALAEI family.” Gloria Casarez, the city’s 
director of LGbT affairs, called Cordova a 
“vibrant, visible face in the community.” “She 
was a young person engaged in work that is 
about all of our lives,” Casarez said. “She was 
visible, she liked to have fun and even people 
who didn’t know her are going to relate to 
her.” Casarez said she hopes Cordova’s mur-
der motivates the community to continue to 
press for justice for all LGBT victims.  (Phila-
delphia Gay News –at epgn.com)

hershey, PA – A Pennsylvania school that 
denied a student admission because of his 
HIV status has agreed to pay the boy’s fam-
ily more than a half-million dollars. AIDS Law 
Project of Pennsylvania, which represented 
the plaintiff in his suit against Milton Hershey 
School, a boarding school in Central Penn-
sylvania that educates disadvantaged youth, 
announced the settlement Wednesday. 

The school will pay the boy and his mother 
$700,000, and will pay an additional $15,000 
in penalties assessed by the U.S. Department 
of Justice, which investigated the case. 

Last December, the school rejected the 
then-13-year-old boy’s application for admis-
sion, saying the decision was made “in order 
to protect our children.” 

AIDS Law Project filed a federal law-
suit early this year. This summer the school 
apologized and re-invited the student to ap-
ply. At the time, the school instituted a non-
discrimination policy inclusive of HIV status. 
“This case renewed a nationwide discussion 
about whether people with HIV represent a 
risk to others in casual settings,” said AIDS 
Law Project executive director Ronda Gold-
fein. “The question has once again been de-
finitively answered: They do not.” 

The student, identified in the suit as Abra-
ham Smith, said in a statement this week 
that he is “very glad this is over.” “It should 
have never been an issue in the first place,” 
he added. “I will never recoup my eighth-
grade year in school. Though I had a good 
one academically, I was too engulfed with this 
to enjoy the fun of going to high school. Now 
it’s time for me to start healing internally and 
my mother said that will come in time also.” 
t (Philadelphia Gay News – Jen Colletta at 
epgn.com)

Philadelphia, PA – A transgender woman 
found murdered earlier this month in Frank-
ford has been identified as a former staff 
member at a local LGBT agency. Police found 
the body of Kyra Cordova September 3 in a 
wooded area off of Adams Avenue. Cordova, 
27, who went by the name Kyra Kruz on social 
media, is a former volunteer and employee of 
the Gay and Lesbian Latino AIDS Education 
Initiative. Her murder comes as the commu-
nity continues to grapple with the unsolved 
murders of Trans women Stacey Blahnik and 
Nizah Morris.

Cordova’s body was found shortly after 5 
a.m. on Labor Day with a gunshot wound to 
the head. Investigators say Cordova was last 
seen at a nearby Wawa, where she purchased 
two sandwiches and two drinks. According 
to her Facebook profile, Cordova graduated 
from North Penn Senior High School in Lans-
dale in 2003. Her MySpace page says she 

was in college studying biology, with aspira-
tions of opening her own transgender medical 
facility.

Elicia Gonzales, executive director of GA-
LAEI, said Cordova began volunteering with 
the agency in 2010 and was hired as an HIV 
tester within a few months. “She came in one 
day out of the blue just full of energy and life, 
saying she wanted to volunteer,” Gonzales 
said. “As soon as a position became open, 
she was first in line to apply.” On her first day 
on the job as a volunteer, she, without being 
asked, put together a PowerPoint presenta-
tion about GALAEI’s services for display in 
the agency’s lobby. Last summer, Cordova 
coordinated and performed in GALAEI’s car-
nival-themed Pride parade contingent. “The 

Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, 

School settles AIDS 
discrimination suit

 news fRoM the keystone stAte

Murdered 
Pennsylvania trans 
woman has been 

identified

kyra 
Cordova
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By MARk segAL
Get this: A majority of the speakers at 
the Democratic National Convention 
in Charlotte spoke in some way about 
LGBT equality. You read that right. From 
small-town mayors all the way to the 
president of the United States of Ameri-
ca, our civil rights were front and center. 
Even the LGbT delegate events were 
high-profile. It’s easier to list those who 
didn’t speak at an LGbT event in Char-
lotte. I can only think of three. But the 
First and Second Ladies of the nation did 
as did cabinet members, Senators and 
an esteemed list of high-profile speakers. 
This was the fourth Democrat Conven-

tion I’ve attended. The first was in 1984, 
where you could have put our caucus 
in a small room. This year, the tally was 
about 555 out LGBT delegates, and at 
our caucuses, the rooms were filled to 
capacity and had lines waiting to get in. 
All the non-LGBT speakers at the cau-
cus meetings were great but two stood 
out. Newark Mayor Cory booker literally 
stole the hearts of the delegates with his 
knowledge and passion for our commu-
nity. And Delaware Gov. Jack Markell 
called his LGBT legislative victories one 
of the highlights of his administration, and 
brought up to the podium Lisa Goodman 
from Equality Delaware to make clear 
that it was the LGBT community that de-
serves credit for what politicians take 
credit for. It has to be a partnership be-
tween elected officials and the community.  
Some personal notes. As I write this, 
I’m literally in a state of tears. You see, 
in 1984, it was inconceivable to me 

that we’d see an American president, 
vice-president and First Lady deliver-
ing speeches from the convention po-
dium with upward of 20 million Americans 
watching on TV calling for LGBT equality. 
I can personally attest to this. While the 
Republicans consider us a security threat, 
the Democrats embrace us. When I got to 
my hotel, I discovered I had been put into 
the vice-president block of rooms: My part-
ner Jason and I had a Biden on one side of 
us. There was another one across the hall, 
and all the rooms in our hallway were staff. 
We even had the pleasure of being under 
Secret Service protection: We had a Se-
cret Service detail right outside our door. 

At the HrC/
Victory Fund 
Lunch, I 
got a hug 
from the 
First Lady. 
Now for the 
clincher. I 
wasn’t sure if 
I’d write this, 
but hey, I 
love to share 
with my loy-
al readers. 
Many of you 
know that, 
years ago, 
I was once 
cons ide red 
the most 
radical gay 
activist in 

the nation for my disruptions of TV shows 
and zapping homophobic politicians. I’ve 
boasted that I can break almost any secu-
rity. Now it’s been years, but a little voice in 
my head said,” Give it one last try and see 
if you still have it in you.” 

So I decided to attempt to gain en-
trance to the holy of the holies last 
Wednesday: the Clinton suite. I’ve never 
revealed my techniques before, and I won’t 
now, but I literally did it. As I successfully 
stood outside Clinton’s suite, room 7 on 
Founders Hall floor in the Royal Suite, a 
security person appeared and uttered, 
“Now, Mark,” and smiled. The rest of that 
story will be in my memoirs. I can’t give it 
all away – and I promised not to – but as 
I left the hall that night, all I could think of 
was the old man still has it, the incredible 
road we’ve traveled, and the hope for the 
future is brighter than any of us expect. t 
Mark Segal (mark@epgn.com) is publisher 
of Philadelphia Gay News. 

thinking oUtLoUd

DNC Historic in Many Ways
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By steve ChARing
We are fast approaching the November 6 
election and all that goes with it. 

Included among several ballot initia-
tives is the referendum on marriage equal-
ity. The actual language for Question 6 
reads as follows: “Establishes that Mary-
land’s civil marriage laws allow gay and 
lesbian couples to obtain a civil marriage 
license, provided they are not otherwise 
prohibited from marrying; protects clergy 
from having to perform any particular mar-
riage ceremony in violation of their reli-
gious beliefs; affirms that each religious 
faith has exclusive control over its own 

theological doctrine regarding who may 
marry within that faith; and provides that 
religious organizations and certain related 
entities are not required to provide goods, 
services, or benefits to an individual relat-
ed to the celebration or promotion of mar-
riage in violation of their religious beliefs.”

Both sides are amping up the message 
war that will befall us up to Election Day. 
They will have to scratch out limited air 
time to compete with the gambling ques-
tion, political candidate ads and the ubiqui-
tous Luna commercials. 

Polls have indicated positive support 
for defending the Civil Marriage Protection 
Act that was signed into law in March. One 
would be wise, however, to view the poll 
numbers with caution, if not skepticism, as 
people tend to respond in “politically cor-
rect” ways when social issues are put be-
fore them.

One thing is very clear: the African-
American vote in Maryland is likely to be 
crucial on Question 6. When California 
voters in 2008 upheld Proposition 8, which 
defines marriage as 
a union between one 
man and one woman, 
the conventional wis-
dom at the time incor-
rectly blamed black 
voters for the disap-
pointing outcome. It 
should be noted that 
African-Americans in 
California comprise 
less than 10 percent 
of the population; 
they did not have a 
significant impact 
on the result. It was 
more generational.

In Maryland, it is expected that blacks 
will account for at least 25 percent of the 
voters, especially with an African-Ameri-
can president who is seeking reelection on 
the ballot. Turnout will be high, so gaining 
support among African-Americans for mar-
riage equality will be crucial here.

There are several reasons to be opti-
mistic in the Maryland vote that were not 
evident in California four years ago. There 
has been a discernible upward trending by 
the public over the past few years favoring 
same-sex marriage. Perhaps significant 
here is President Obama’s public support 
for marriage equality. Religious African-
Americans may still not share the presi-
dent’s views on this matter and will likely 
vote “No,” but non-religious blacks may be 
convinced on the merits of the fairness ar-
gument the president offered.

Moreover, the national NAACP led by 
its president Benjamin Jealous, also came 
out in favor of marriage equality that could 
have a reinforcing effect.

Rep. Cummings 
Could Make the 
Difference

But as esteemed as these 
individuals and organizations 
are, especially in the African-
American community, a more 
local official with a high level 
of respect and standing could 
be a difference-maker. And 
that individual is Democratic 
representative Elijah Cum-
mings.

We need rep. Cummings 
to step forward and support 
marriage equality. Until now, 
he has stated he would not 
oppose the Maryland congres-
sional delegation’s backing of 
marriage equality, but he has 
not joined the team. He decid-
ed to leave the matter to the 
voters.

rep. Cummings, who has 
represented Maryland’s 7th 
Congressional District since 
1996 covering baltimore City 
and parts of Howard Coun-

ty, left an opening, 
though. In a state-
ment dated June 27, 
he said, “Like many 
of my friends and 
colleagues, I have 
been on a journey 
when it comes to 
supporting same-sex marriage. 
When you come from a religious 
background where you’ve been 
taught all your life that marriage 
is between a man and a woman, 
and then you find yourself look-
ing at how a society is changing 
and how many in your own com-

munity are seeing the issue in terms of 
fairness and equality, it makes you re-think 
your position.”

If anyone ever attended an event where 
rep. Cummings is a speaker, you will know 
how this man is filled with passion, displays 
great oratory gifts, and could coax a moun-
tain lion off a mountain. He also has strong 
ties to his church, which could be influential 
among religious voters. 

It would be a difficult decision for him, es-
pecially in light of his solid relationships with 
African-American pastors. but rep. Cum-
mings also has plenty of political cover. For 
one thing, he has a safe seat whereby he has 
garnered no less than three quarters of the 
vote in any election. 

The President of the United States, who 
had supported civil unions as does Rep. 
Cummings, backs same-sex marriage com-
pleting his evolution on the issue. The nation-
al Democratic Party included marriage equal-
ity as part of the 2012 platform. Maryland’s 
governor Martin O’Malley has emerged as a 
strong advocate. So have both Senators and 

most of Maryland’s congressional caucus. 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
has been supportive even before she held 
the position. And the list goes on.

Leading civil rights icons have lent their 
support as well. Among the most noteworthy 
was the late Coretta Scott King. “Homopho-
bia is like racism and anti-Semitism,” she 
said... “in that it seeks to dehumanize a large 
group of people, to deny their humanity, their 
dignity and personhood.”

rep. John Lewis (D-GA), a long-time 
soldier in the battle for civil rights, is another 
staunch supporter of marriage equality as 
are the Rev. Jesse Jackson and the Rev. Al 
Sharpton – admired leaders in the African-
American community.

And former NAACP head Julian bond re-
cently penned an op-ed in the afro american 
where he argued that marriage equality in 
Maryland is good for black gay and lesbian 
couples. “There are thousands of African 
Americans – our brothers and sisters, cous-
ins, neighbors, and co-workers – who are 
gay, in committed relationships, and want to 
marry,” Mr. Bond points out.

rep. Cummings would be the perfect 
person to join in support. An individual of 
his stature persuading people that mar-
riage equality is right would go a long way 
towards defending the bill in November’s 
referendum. t

To contact rep. elijah Cummings, visit 
Cummings.house.gov/contact-me. 

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“One thing 
is very clear: 
the African-

American vote 
in Maryland 
is likely to 

be crucial on 
Question 6.”

AN HEIRLOOM
IN THE MAKING

A fair trade wedding gift registry celebrates hope, respect 
and love—a meaningful way to start your new life together.

Phoenician 
Glass Carafe, $68
HANDCRAFTED IN 
WEST BANK

TEN THOUSAND

VILLAGES®

GIFTS THAT GIVE TWICE*
A Fair Trade Retailer.

1621 Thames Street, Fells Point
(410) 342-5568 • Open 7 Days a Week

www.tenthousandvillages.com

Contact us to arrange a personalized 
consultation for your Gift Registry 
selection. Online registry also available.

Representative 
elijah Cummings
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each year, so it can boost your immunity to the 
flu strains that are likely to be common. This is 
why, unfortunately, last year’s vaccine will not 
protect against this year’s flu strains. 1 strains of 
influenza A and 1 strain of influenza b included in 
this year’s vaccine are different than those in the 
2010-2011 and 2011-2012 influenza vaccines. 
The only component that is the same is H1N1.

Dear Dr. Eva,
As far as who should take the vaccine, are 

this year’s flu recommendations any different?
Keeping Current

Dear KC, 
No. The CDC (Centers for Disease Control) 

continues to recommend that everyone over 
the age of six months should get the flu vac-
cine every year. That means that if you can read 
this, you should get a flu shot! The flu vaccine 
is not recommended for infants under 6 months 
because their immune systems are not mature 
enough to respond to the vaccine, so it’s not ef-
fective for them.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I heard that everybody get vaccinated. 

Shouldn’t we get the high-risk people vaccinated 
first, like they used to? 

Caretaker

Eva,
I haven’t heard much about H1N1 for a 

while. Are they vaccinating against it this year?
Wondering

Dear Wondering,
H1N1 influenza, also called bird flu, is still 

around. This year’s flu vaccine does include pro-
tection against the H1N1 (bird flu) virus.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I had the flu shot last year. I’d just as soon 

skip it this year. Shouldn’t my immunity from last 
year’s shot last for this winter too?

Needle-Shy

Dear Needle-Shy,
because the major flu strains change from 

year to year, the vaccine is made differently 

heALth & weLLness 

Influenza 2013

Open Wide
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Dear Caretaker,
I appreciate the concern behind your ques-

tion. There has not been a flu vaccine shortage 
for several years, and none is expected this 
year. Since there is plenty of vaccine, there is 
no need to save vaccine supplies for the most 
vulnerable.

 The purpose of vaccinating as much of 
the population as possible is to create “herd 
immunity.” Vaccinating as many people as 
possible protects the most vulnerable people 
better than vaccinating the vulnerable. This is 
because vaccination is only effective if a per-
son’s immune system is able to respond to the 
vaccination by making protective antibodies 
and specialized white blood cells. Since vac-
cination does not work as well in infants and 
in people who are ill or immunosuppressed, 
they can be most effectively protected by mak-
ing sure the healthier people around them are 
vaccinated and therefore will not expose them 
to disease. In other words, the best protection 
from the flu is to avoid being exposed to it, 
and that can only be achieved when everyone 
around the person who needs protection has 
been vaccinated.

Dear Dr. Eva,
Isn’t the flu vaccine just a crap shoot? How 

can they predict which kinds of flu will appear? 
Skeptic Cal

Dear Skeptic,
It’s not as random as a crapshoot. Influ-

enza infection constantly circles the world, 
mainly infecting people in the hemisphere 
that’s colder at any given time. The flu that 
was in Australia a few months ago, when 
it was summer in our northern hemisphere 
and winter in the southern hemisphere, will 
be arriving here soon. The chances are 
good that at least some of the most com-
mon types of flu we see this winter will be 
the same ones that were common in Aus-
tralia a few months back. Even when the 
stains chosen do not turn out to be the most 
common ones, flu vaccine provides partial 
protection against all strains of flu. People 
may get the flu, but they will be less sick 
and the illness will be briefer than if they 
had not had the vaccine. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
Tell the truth – do you take the flu shot? 

I heard most doctors don’t. 
JD

Dear JD,
Absolutely, every year. I had mine last 

week. Now will you get yours? t
eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-

cian. Send your comments and questions to 
her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.
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By shiRLi hUghes
Yesterday, I had a very sad conversation with 
a young woman about whether or not God 
could love her because she was a lesbian. I 
cannot tell you how many times I have had 
this same conversation of late, with various 
members of the GLBT community. I asked 
this young woman where was this question 
coming from and why was she questioning 
God’s love for her, as I had always known 
her to be a person of strong faith and belief in 
God’s love and care.

She told me that while sitting in church last 
Sunday, during the sermon, her pastor began 
to preach about how the “Bible says” that ho-
mosexuality is a sin and an “abomination” unto 
the Lord and that any non-repentant homo-
sexual was going straight to hell because God 
hated homosexuals! The pastor then went on 
to say (as if he hadn’t already said enough!), 
that if there were any homosexuals sitting in 
the congregation, they should come to the al-
tar for prayer and that the power of his prayer 
could “change” them before it was too late. 

Now I don’t know about you but if some-
one told me that there was something about 
me that was so awful that God could not pos-
sible love me, I don’t think that I could go to 
this same person for prayer! Needless to say, 
my young friend left the church stressed, 
depressed and questioning everything she 
thought she knew about who God was to her 
and who she was to God.

What a shame that this same hate filled 
message of “homosexuals are bad and wick-
ed in the eyes of God,” is touted from pulpits 
in the name of God, in too many churches all 
over Baltimore and way beyond. What a de-
structive epistle to scream, in the name of a 
God who I know and believe to be all wise, all 
loving and all inclusive!

However, my “spirit peak” this month, is 
not to debate or discuss the reasons why 
some pastors cling to a non inclusive, non 

affirming and generally non loving message 
regarding homosexuality and the Bible but 
rather to ask the question that I asked my 
friend, “so why do you stay in a church that 
tells you that you are bad, evil, deviant and 
that you are going to hell”?

When I asked my young friend this ques-
tion, she replied, “ but if I didn’t attend my 
current church, where else would I go to wor-
ship? This is the church that I grew up in, my 
family attends there, I belong to several min-
istries there and it’s all I know.” Upon hear-
ing her answer I wanted to weep because 
she honestly did not believe that she had any 
other options for worship. Perhaps even sad-
der was my growing suspicion that she may 
have secretly harbored the feeling that per-
haps God really did not and could not love her 
because of her sexuality.

While I did not feel as though it was my 
place to tell her to leave her current church, 
I could and did, share with her my belief that 
the God I have come to know is a God of 
grace and mercy, a God whose love sees be-
yond any label, and has the loving power to 
look deep into our individual souls and find 
our true beauty. 

This beauty is not defined by any socio-
economic, ethnic, religious or sexual orien-
tation identities or labels, to name a few. I 
believe that as Genesis 1:27 states: “So God 
created mankind (humankind) in His (God’s) 
own image, in the image of God, God created 
them; male and female, he created them.” 
(NIV translation, paraphrased). And in Psalm 
139: 13-14, we find the very compelling: “For 
you created my inmost being; you knit me to-
gether in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
(NIV translation)

So, I ask you, “how can a God that made us 
in His and Her own image, look at us and see 
anything bad or ugly?” I believe that God is truth 
and beauty, light, peace and hope and joy! 

I leave you with the same “word” that I 
gave my young friend, should you ever find 
yourself wondering if God could possibly love 
you: don’t believe what others tell you about 
who God is to you. Seek to know God for 
yourself! And if you are not getting the en-
couragement, support and uplifting of your 
spirit that you need, in your current place of 
worship, open yourself up to other options. 

You can begin to visit other churches, 
build a spiritual support system from others, 
after taking time for spiritual discernment, 
seek out people to pray with and share scrip-
ture, study the Bible and engage in meaning-
ful spiritual discussions with. 

Take charge of your own spiritual well 
being. Pastors are not God, some however 
are better “fit” for you than others. You have a 
right to seek your own spiritual truth! t

Spirit Corner

fAith

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road
www.bethmethumc.org

Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road
www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church ~ 5407 N. Charles St. (at Northern Parkway)
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)
www.mvp-umc.org

St. John’s Church ~ Baltimore City, 2640 St. Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

Old Otterbein Church ~ 112 West Conway Street
www.oldotterbeinumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City Welcome You
Reconciling & welcoming congregations where you will be warmly welcomed are :

On September 30, Grace United Methodist 
Church invites you to attend a performance 
of “The resurrection Dance Theater of Hai-
ti” at 5 p.m. at the Grace United Methodist 
Church (5407 
N. Charles 
Street at North-
ern Parkway). 

Drums beat-
ing. Dancers 
soaring. Spirits 
lifted. This is 
an internation-
ally recognized 
dance troupe of 
orphans, former 
street children 
in Haiti. This 
performance is 
called “Resur-
rection from 
the Rubble” For 
more informa-
tion contact 
rdthbaltimore@gmail.com. A free will of-
fering will be received.

On October 5, at 7 p.m. Grace UMC is 
supporting a concert at Metropolitan Me-

Grace United Methodist Church Offers World View
morial UMC 3401 Nebraska Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C., by Jennifer Knapp, gos-
pel singer, called “Inside Out Faith,” one 
woman’s journey as a gay person of faith. 

Free tickets can be obtained on line at In-
sideoutfaithoct5.eventbrite.com.

For more information call the Rev. Nan-
cy Webb at Grace, 410-444-7222. t

Resurrection dance theater of haiti, performs sunday, september 30th
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Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Sundays at 10 a.m. • Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

Contact Deacon Fred Passauer, Parish Administrator
410-969-2785

801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2208
410-969-2783

Our Weekend Mass schedule:

All Are Welcome
St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.

www.stbernadette.org

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.

A Spiritual Center for the 
LGBT Community

Rev. Lorin Cahill-Stanley
Pastor

Rev. Jamie Cahill-Stanley
Associate Pastor

Services held in private homes 
– call for locations

grcfellowship.webstarts.com
godsrainbowconnection@gmail.com

(717) 701-9226

God’s 
Rainbow 

Connection



16 t  BALtiMoRe oUtLoUd  SEPTEMbEr 21, 2012  •  BaLTiMoreouTLoud.CoM

By steve ChARing
The Color Purple, the heralded Broadway musical adapted 
from Alice Walker’s 1982 Pulitizer Prize-winning novel and the 
tear-inducing film by Steven Spielberg of the same title that 
starred Oprah Winfrey and Whoopi Goldberg, plays out hand-
somely at Toby’s the Dinner Theatre of Columbia. The music 
and lyrics, penned by Brenda Russel, Allee Willis and Stephen 
Bray, and the book by Marsha Norman provided the incredibly 
talented cast with toe-tapping and moving gospel, blues, jazz 
and pop songs to showcase their amazing vocal, dancing and 
acting skills.

Billed as a “musical about love,” The Color Purple is re-
ally about power: the power men held over women in early 
20th century, impoverished rural Georgia; the power of faith; 
the power of family; the power of friendship; the power of posi-
tive role models; the power of self-discovery; the power of self-
esteem; and yes, the power of love. 

Under the direction of Toby Orenstein and Lawrence B. 
Munsey the cast and production crew at Toby’s delivered a 
breathtaking, fast-paced, stunning ride spanning four decades 
that allowed the audience to follow the inspiring life of Celie, an 
oppressed black girl, played magnificently by Dayna Quincy. 

Beginning with the opening scene, we all fell in love with 
Celie. From her days as a young teenager who was twice im-
pregnated by her father, to the horrific loveless and abusive 
forced marriage to Mister (Mark Anthony Hall), to her longing 
for her sister Nettie – presumed dead – (Jessica Coleman), 

Melissa victor, kelli Blackwell, tierra stickland, samantha 
Mcewen, Crystal freeman, olivia Ashley Reed credit: Chris Christianson

LiveLy ARts // OUT ON STAGE

Inspiration Abounds in The Color Purple
her losing faith in God, 
to her developing friend-
ship with Sofia (Theresa 
Cunningham), to her 
undying love for Shug 
(Shayla Simmons), the 
audience cheered Ce-
lie on as she traveled 
along her journey in life 
where she bonded with 
strong women and tried 
to overcome every ob-
stacle that was thrown in 
her way. 

The saga of Celie 
is cleverly augmented 
with letters from Nettie 
who fled their abusive 
father to join mission-
aries in Africa. Celie 
also encounters other 
folks who also have their own challenges that are woven 
throughout the plot. Together, they all find their own voic-
es, their own places in the world, and through inner strength, 
succeeds.

The score defines this journey with tender ballads and 
rousing uplifting numbers. The entire cast exhibit powerful vo-

cal talents with the leads offering 
star-caliber performances. As 
solos, they are all phenom-
enal. As duets or in combina-
tion with the excellent ensem-
ble, they are equally strong.

Dayna Quincy as Ce-
lie moistens the audience’s 
eyes with “Somebody Gonna 
Love You” and an astounding 
rendition of “I’m Here” at the 
show’s end. 

Shayla Simmons as Shug 
Avery – the mistress of Ce-
lie’s abusive husband Mister 
– is a masterful performer. 
Shug becomes Celie’s love 
interest, and that relation-
ship is handled tenderly even 
when the intimacy ended as 
Shug moved on to be with a 
man. She nurtured Celie not 
only physically but also emo-
tionally. She gave Celie the 
strength and courage to be 
more assertive and to help 
find her way. Her renditions 
of “Too Beautiful For Words,” 
The Color Purple,” and the 
song “What About Love?” with 
Quincy were nothing short of 
spectacular.

Another standout is Mark 
Anthony Hall as Mister, Ce-

lie’s husband. Mean, abu-
sive, subjugating, Hall com-
mands the stage with his 
bouts of rage. Every time 
the audience heard him 
shout, “Celie!” there was a 
collective groan and fear 
enveloping the audience as 
they knew nothing good was 
about to transpire. Hall’s 
magical baritone is evident 
in “Mister-Nettie” and “Ce-
lie’s Curse.” Mister eventu-
ally changed into a nicer per-
son following the “curse” and 
was responsible for helping 
Celie and Nettie to re-unite 
after 40 years. But his villain-
ous character set the tone 
for the drama early on.

Theresa Cunningham 
played the role of Sofia, a strong-willed, physically dominating 
woman. She tells it like it is with no concern for the consequenc-
es. While not called upon to perform solo selections, she was 
superb in “Hell No” and “Miss Celie’s Pants.” 

There were also the Church Ladies – Darlene (Crystal Free-
man), Doris (Tierra Stickland), and Jarene (Kelli blackwell). 
They appeared throughout the production at various times offer-
ing comically sarcastic commentary and other insights through 
their melodious voices. They glowed in “Mysterious Ways” and 
“A Tree Named Sofia.”

Other cast members shone as well. David Little as Harpo 
and Ashley Johnson as Squeak provided some comic relief 
throughout this mostly intense show. They performed nicely to-
gether in “Brown Betty.”

Anwar Thomas’ choreography is also a special component 
of this production’s success. Dancing to foot-stomping rhythmic 
beats, the performers excelled in such numbers as “big Dog,” 
“Push Da button” and the percussion-dominated “African Home-
land.” Physical power and grace characterized the wonderful 
performances.

Co-director Munsey is also the costume designer as he so 
often does at Toby’s. He created early 20th century working 
clothes for women and men as well as the Sunday finest for 
church services. His tribal costumes and make-up for the “Afri-
can Homeland” number were striking.

The transformation from Celie and Nettie’s younger years 
to the mature look later in life is wonderfully realistic in terms of 
wardrobe and how those pesky gray hairs took over.

Lynn Johnson’s lighting design depicts a rather dim set for 
the most part that symbolizes the events occurring in a once-
upon-a-time era. It is quite effective.

Like so many Broadway hit musicals (e.g. The Sound of 
Music, West Side Story, South Pacific, etc.) that dealt with seri-
ous social and political issues as the backdrop to an entertaining 
production, The Color Purple is in that company and is highly 
recommended. t

the Color PUrPle plays through November 11 at Toby’s the 
dinner Theatre of Columbia, 5900 Symphony Woods road, Co-
lumbia, Maryland. For tickets, call the box office at 410-995-1969 
or purchase online at Ticketmaster.com/venue/172479. 
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to work with the same ac-
tors over and over again 
because you have a 
shorthand, you know they 
can deliver, it’s more like a 
family. If you look at a lot 
of our work, we’ve been 
fortunate to have a lot of 
repeat visitors. One of the 
great joys is being able to 
have friends who are in-
credibly talented that en-
joy working with one an-
other and it’s a wonderful 
environment to be in and 
it just spreads throughout 
the whole production. 

CZ: We do it a lot. 
We did three movies with 
Judy Davis, “Serving in 
Silence,” followed by 
Judy Garland, followed by 
“The Reagans.” And Vic-
tor Garber… 

nM: It’s ridiculous 
how many times we’ve 
worked with him.

CZ: He’s been in 
more of our movies than 
just about anyone. 

nM: We’ve produced 
several T.V. movies with 
Barbra Streisand. We’ve 
worked together with 
Whoopi Goldberg on nu-
merous occasions.

gs: that speaks 
very highly of you guys that people do keep coming 
back, that’s great.

nM: Yeah, they come back. We’re very lucky because 
they’re incredibly talented. 

gs: Aside from the familiar faces, “steel Mag-
nolias” also stars two younger actresses, Adepero 
oduye and Condola Rashad, Phylicia’s daughter. Can 
you say something about the rewards and challenges 
of casting young talent?

nM: I think part of the satisfaction of being a producer is 
being able to introduce new talent. Craig and I spotted Con-
dola in a broadway show, “Stick Fly,” that Kenny Leon di-
rected. She’s the only person that we wanted to play Shelby. 
Our passion bled through to everybody. She didn’t audition, 
she was just cast on our passing for her and we’ve been 
proven correct. Adepero, we knew about from “Pariah,” of 
course. But she auditioned and her audition was so spec-
tacular and special that we knew she needed to be in the 
movie. So again, it’s satisfying to have our starry, incredibly 
gifted, talented people who can deliver and redefine them as 
actors, but at the same time it’s incredibly satisfying to have 
the ability to put new people into the mix and introduce them 
and have them become part of the extended family. t

For the full version, check out Baltimoreoutloud.com.

By gRegg shAPiRo
What comes to mind when you hear the phrase, “Drink 
your juice, Shelby”? Sally Field fussing over Julia Roberts 
as M’Lynn and Shelby, respectively, in the 1989 Southern 
comedic tearjerker “Steel Magnolias”? The new remake, 
airing on Oct. 7, 2012 on Lifetime, unobtrusively updates 
the story and features a stellar cast of African-American 
actresses assuming the leads. This version of “Steel Mag-
nolias is as much about sisterhood as it is about sistahood. 
Queen Latifah, who has developed into a natural actress, 
gives the performance of her career. Robert Harling’s 
original play is treated with respect in Sally Robinson’s 
screenplay and doesn’t shy away from the gay content, 
including Clairee’s story about her gay nephew, “accent 
lighting” and gay men’s names. I spoke with Neil Meron 
and Craig Zadan, gay executive producers of “Steel Mag-
nolias,” and recently named as recipients of the Visionary 
Award from the Outfest Legacy Project, about the remake. 

gregg shapiro: how did the idea of remaking 
“steel Magnolias” with an African-American cast 
come about?

neil Meron: A while back, maybe two years or so, 
Craig and I were talking about things that we wanted to 
do. Where are the great roles for women? Our conversa-
tion naturally went to “Steel Magnolias.” I thought the only 
way that we could really tackle “Steel Magnolias,” which 
was so brilliantly done originally, was if we were able to 
bring something new to it. We felt that to do something 
new to it would be to bring together this remarkable group 
of actors. That, to us, justified why we should proceed with 
the project. So, it’s relatively new and it comes out of our 
love for great actors and for pieces that showcase these 
great actors and will hopefully we’ll touch a lot of people.

CZ: We know Robert Harling, who wrote the original 
play and the original screenplay for the first movie. Robert 
said it was always his fantasy to have “Steel Magnolias” 
done, again, with an all black cast and set it at a black 
town in the South. 

gs: so would you say there were no concerns 
about remaking such an iconic movie?

nM: You only remake a movie if you have something 
new to say, if you can maybe broaden the universality of 
it. We felt that by hiring the actors that we did, we had 
something new to say and we enhanced what was already 
a great piece. 

CZ: It’s very important to us that Robert Harling, who 
created it, did not say to us “oh, please don’t do it.” He was 
more than encouraging and excited and thrilled to see an 
all black version of it and thought it was a great idea and 
really wanted us to do it. Once you have the endorsement 
of the person who created the play and the original movie 
and those characters and that story, based on his own 
life, I think that’s more endorsement than you get most of 
the time. We felt very comfortable going ahead and do-
ing a new version of this and we’re not competing with 
the original version, there’s nothing wrong with them living 
and coexisting in the same universe. It’s the same with 
Broadway theatre. There are things called revivals. Just 

Craig Zadan and neil Meron

LiveLy ARts // PErSONALITIES

Men of ‘Steel’ because “Gypsy” was 
done with Ethel Mer-
man originally, look 
how many “Gypsy”s 
have been done on 
Broadway with so 
many brilliant stars 
and look how it’s got-
ten acclaim and raves 
for each production 
for different reasons. 
There are certain 
times when you have 
a classic that there’s 
no reason not to try it 
a different way.

gs: Queen Lati-
fah, who plays 
M’Lynn (the role 
originated on screen 
by sally field), gives 
an amazing per-
formance, the kind 
that has emmy and 
golden globe writ-
ten all over it. what 
influence did having 
worked with her in 
the past have on you 
when casting “steel 
Magnolias”?

nM: It seemed like 
a perfect match. I think 
that a lot of the suc-
cess due to projects 
is how well you cast 
them. It seemed that 
she had the strength and dignity and acting chops to re-
ally anchor this new production of “Steel Magnolias” and 
redefine it. So you start with Queen Latifah and build ev-
erything around her. 

CZ: We also had the most magnificent experience 
working with her on “Chicago” and “Hairspray.” We felt they 
were two of the best films she’s ever done and that we’ve 
ever done and we thought we’d love to have the experi-
ence a third time together as a team. So, when this came 
around, it seemed like a natural to involve her. She said 
yes immediately because she understood how passionate 
we were about doing the piece and about her being in it. 
By the way, what you said earlier, we think that she’s a 
wonderful actress and we’ve seen her give wonderful per-
formances in the past, but I think that nothing that she’s 
done can prepare the audience for the depth of the acting 
performances that she gives in “Steel Magnolias.” 

gs: in addition to Queen Latifah, you also worked 
with Phylicia Rashad, who plays Clairee in “steel Mag-
nolias” on “A Raisin in the sun.” Can you please say 
something about working with the same performers 
on more than one project, as you also did with Brandy 
on “Cinderella” and “double Platinum”?

nM: brandy also did “Drop Dead Diva” for us. We love 

AN INTERVIEW WITH NEIL MERON AND CRAIG ZADAN
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begotten (1975).
• Howard rollins, Jr. whose first stage appearance 

was as Crooks, in Steve Yeager’s of Mice and Men in 
1967. Howard went on to work in stage, television and 
film and received nominations for Golden Globe, Daytime 
Emmy and Academy Awards.

• Steve Yeager became a recognized film maker and 
won a Sundance Award for his work on divine Trash. He is 
known for unique documentary style.

• David Drake, who choreographed Audrey Herman 
and the performance of Hello, dolly! for the 20th Anniver-
sary in 1982. David went on to originate roles off-broadway 
and won an Obie for his off-Broadway play, The Night Larry 
Kramer Kissed Me. Drake starred in Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom (succeeding Charles busch for 856 performances), 
originated the role of Miss Deep South in the hit Pageant, and 
co-starred with Jim J. Bullock in end of the World Party at the 
47th Street Theater, and with b.D. Wong in a Language of 
Their own at The Public.

• Joe (Joseph) Armetta who began designing sets for Au-
drey and then went to New York to design for television. He is 
known for such shows as Falcon Crest, Bold and the Beauti-
ful, Hotel, The Love Boat, Charlie’s angels, Taxi, Kojak, and 
many more.

Moreover, there are numerous local theatre professionals 
in Baltimore that claim a link to Spotlighters. Many folks found 
their way on stage, or to the director’s chair, or as a technical 
designer at Spotlighters. And these are the folks today that 
support the great theatrical community of Baltimore and pro-
vide some of the best theatre anywhere on the Mid-Atlantic.

With over 560 productions mounted in the past 50 years, 
and nearly 9,000 performances, Spotlighters has touched 
hundreds of thousands of lives in the Baltimore area and be-
yond.

In the early years Spotlighters operated out of the love of 
Audrey Herman and a faithful group of volunteers and pas-
sionate patrons. Today as a registered Maryland non-profit 
and a recognized 501(c)(3), Spotlighters continues to fulfill 
Audrey Herman’s vision: to provide theatre for the Baltimore 
community that other theatres (large or small) aren’t produc-
ing. 

Audrey sought to bring shows to the stage that would 
challenge her audiences and her actors. She wanted to pro-
voke some new sensation, some new thought, some new 
feeling from both. And she often did. Spotlighters was a place 
that nurtured young talent and challenged seasoned actors, 
directors and designers.

In those days, money was tight. Many can remember that 
the first lighting grid was a Maxwell Lighting Grid – meaning, 
that the lighting instruments were made from coffee cans. 
Pinspots were juice cans! The seats were donated from the 
old Century Theatre. 

In a 1974 interview with the News american (Virginia 
Scarlett), Audrey was asked, “So, why do you and your group 
work so hard for nothing?” “Because we love it, every phase 
of it from acting to directing,” Audrey answered, a heavy gold 
charm bracelet jingling as her hands added emphasis to her 
words. “It’s completely fulfilling to watch inexperienced peo-
ple put on a good performance when we don’t even [have] 
a teaching staff. It is truly a community project for amateurs 
who want to get into theatre. We work as a team – and put-

ting together a play is little like building a monument,” she 
explained.

Audrey argued, “Baltimore should have more theatre. If 
the public is educated to it, and gets the habit, the better they 
like it – particularly the young who find we’re cheaper than 
most movies.”

Audrey was supported by a faithful and dedicated compa-
ny of volunteers: Charles Hatton was treasurer; Carr Shepp 
was the lighting consultant; Genevieve Nyborg (Audrey’s 
sister) was benefit chairman; Grace Kennard and Pat Da-
vid handled tickets; 
and Betty Thomas, 
Eugene Moore and 
later Shirley Bell 
worked on publicity. 
Audrey’s brother-in-
law, Carl Nyborg, 
was instrumental 
in securing the in-
timate location for 
The Spotlighters.

In October of 
1974, Audrey and 
The Spotlighters 
created their first 
children’s program, 
Great Gobbs of 
Greasy Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales. This 
free-hand adapta-
tion by Tom Blair 
was presented at 
Saturday matinees 
from October to 
May 1974. 

Today, Spot-
lighters is home to the Young Actors Academy – another 
program unlike anything else in the Baltimore community. 
Providing a five-week summer theatre intensive for youth in 
grades 3 through 12, the Academy offers academic instruc-
tion in Acting Methods, Theatre History & Styles, Stage Com-
bat, Movement, Physical Theatre, Comedy & Improv, Musical 
Theatre and more. 

The Academy also produces a full performance of a clas-
sic (usually Shakespeare) at the end of the five-week pro-
gram. Instructors come from local colleges and universities 
as well as regional and national theatres. Spotlighters hopes 
to supplement the theatre and arts education that is rapidly 
disappearing from today’s schools. The Young Actors Acad-
emy also offers an After-School Ensemble for lower, middle 
and high school youth during the fall and spring semesters.

There is so much that has grown from Audrey Herman’s 
desire to provide “theatre for Baltimore” – today a thriving 
non-profit theatre, with over 7,000 tickets sold each year; an 
education program in its 8th year that reaches out to over 
100 youth per year with proven academic gains for our stu-
dents.

What is ahead for The Spotlighters? For the past 50 
years, directors, actors and designers as well as patrons 
have had to contend with the restrictions of being three-quar-
ters underground, with exterior steps leading to the lobby en-
trance, with small restroom facilities and more. Since 2005, 
renovations have been taking place. 

First, the back stage was renovated to provide the actors 
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and designers a better working environment. In 2009 with 
a grant from the Middendorf Foundation and support from 
The Spotlighters Partners, Spotlighters was able to purchase 
and install the first new seats in its history. This was also the 
beginning of creating a fully accessible and ADA compliant 
space. 

Starting with the 2012 / 2013 season, Spotlighters begins 
a capital campaign to raise approximately $180,000 to reno-
vate the entrance, lobby and public areas including installa-
tion of a fully enclosed exterior elevator to allow wheelchair 

access to the theatre. 
Plans and drawings 
will be presented at 
the Audrey Herman 
Celebration on Satur-
day, October 6, 2012 
at 6:30 p.m.

This event is 
the theatre’s annual 
season kick-off and 
fundraiser. It will in-
clude a reception 
and silent auction, as 
well as entertainment 
from local actors with 
previews of our 51st 
season, and video 
clips and stories from 
the past 50 years. 
There will also be a 
presentation about 
the planned renova-
tions and how folks 
can get involved. 

A highlight of the 
evening will be the 

presentation of the Audrey Herman Awards at 8 p.m. to indi-
viduals who have supported the arts and theatre in Baltimore. 
The awardees, who were contemporaries of Audrey Herman, 
are Ann Mainolfi, president of Vagabond Players and bev So-
kal, president emeritus of Fells Point Corner Theatre.

The Celebration takes place in the bogomolny room at 
the University of baltimore’s Center for Student Involvement 
(21 W. Mt. royal Avenue) Guests will be treated to a recep-
tion provided by local restaurants and caterers, with a cash 
wine bar; and a Silent Auction of wonderful Baltimore items. 
Tickets are $25 per person and are available by calling the 
theatre at 410-752-1225 or online at Spotlighters.org).

Spotlighters will open its 51st season, exactly 50 years to 
the day on October 12, 2012, with William Inge’s classic, Bus 
Stop, directed by Fuzz roark. “I am honored to direct the first 
show of our next 50 years,” says Roark. “So many talented 
and generous people have paved the way for Spotlighters to 
exist, and to be part of that group, and to see all the great ac-
complishments of the first 50 years is wonderful!”

Spotlighters is seeking information on any members from 
1962 forward and hopes that former members will reach out 
and share their stories of Spotlighters, of Audrey, of the world 
of Baltimore theatre. Spotlighters has created a Facebook 
group – Spotlighters Stories – for folks to share photos and 
memories. There are quite a few hilarious and touching sto-
ries there already, but they are looking for more. To share 
your story or photos, contact Fuzz Roark at 410-752-1225 
or fuzz@spotlighters.org. t

scene from season one: Bus Stop in 1962
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By ChUCk dUnCAn
Is everyone ready for some J-horror? No, 
I’m not talking about Japanese horror 
films (or those influenced by the genre). 
We have a new J-horror on the horizon 
with The Possession … what could be the 
first mainstream Jewish horror movie. And 
please don’t think I’m being anti-Semitic 
or anything, I’m deadly seri-
ous. I can’t recall any past 
horror film centered around 
a Jewish artifact like the 
Dibbuk (or Dybbuk) box, a 
container that holds a de-
mon. 

In the film, the box is in 
the possession of an older 
woman. When she can’t handle hearing 
the odd voices coming from the box, she 
tries to smash it … but it smashes her up 
pretty badly before she can even land the 
first blow. The box is sold at a yard sale to 
Em (Natasha Calis), a young girl dealing 
with the divorce of her parents. She takes 
the box back to her dad’s house, finds out 
how to open it, and weird things begin 
to happen. Of course! Once dad (Jeffrey 
Dean Morgan) discovers what the box is, 
he drives into New York City to the Hasidic 
community to beg for help, but the elders 
say it is too dangerous and it must be left 
in God’s hands. A younger man agrees to 
help, setting the stage for an epic battle 
between good and evil. Naturally.

Oddly enough, before walking in to the 
press screening, I had to sign a form af-
firming I would not divulge any of the film’s 
secrets. Here’s the problem – the film has 
no secrets. If you’ve seen any horror film 
that involves some kind of possession 
over the last ten years or so, you’ve seen 
this movie. It’s basically The ring, but 
with a wooden box instead of a videotape. 
Heck, you can go as far back as The ex-
orcist when comparing the final exorcism 
scenes, except instead of yelling, “The 
power of Christ compels you,” the young 
Jewish man yells the demon’s name over 
and over again to try to get it back in the 
box. Only thing missing is the pea soup. 

Except for the whole Jewish angle, the 
film is pretty derivative, and when your 
audience laughs at what is supposed to 
be scary – as Em’s possession deepens, 
she resembles the girl from the well in The 
ring – you know you’ve got a problem. And 
when you have to rely on very loud music 

to telegraph the scares, it just demon-
strates how desperate the filmmakers are. 
Only thing missing was a cat jumping into 
frame (at least the director showed some 
restraint by not having a housebreaking 
raccoon fill that role).

As far as the cast, I thought Calis did 
a good job transforming from the “pure of 

soul” little girl to the de-
mon-possessed child. Her 
performance was aided by 
some truly disturbing CGI 
effects that were probably 
the scariest parts of the 
movie. Singer Matisyahu 
also gave a solid, if brief, 
performance and I really 

believed in him while he was trying to save 
the child from the demon. Kyra Sedgewick 
gets to play the stereotypical angry, divorced 
wife and mother who’s only function in the 
film is to constantly berate her ex-husband, 
and then fill the role of judge and jury when 
it’s suspected he slapped Em across the 
face (of course, that was just a trick of the 
demon). She does what she can with what 
she’s given, and she’s good at it. Grant 
Show turns on the smarm as mom’s new 
boyfriend, but after he’s attacked by the de-
mon, he runs off, never to be seen again. 

I generally like Jeffrey Dean Morgan, 
having been a fan since his time on Su-
pernatural, and I don’t know if it was the 
dialogue or the direction he was given, but 
sometimes he just seemed to be phoning 
it in. I didn’t for a minute buy his anguish 
as he pleaded for help. It just seemed too 
forced (although some others thought he 
did a great job in that scene). Maybe that’s 
just Danish director Ole bornedal’s style 
… or his inexperience in working on an 
American film. Another problem with the 
film is that it originally received an R-rating 
from the MPAA and was edited down to a 
PG-13. Maybe some of the best horrific 
stuff got cut, and that’s why they had to 
resort to all the loud music.

Whatever it was, The Possession is 
just not a very scary movie. It’s obvious-
ly well-made, with a sizable budget and 
a pretty solid cast, but it’s totally lacking 
in originality and scares (something pro-
ducer Sam Raimi knows a thing or two 
about). I really wanted this movie to make 
me jump out of my seat, and it didn’t. 
Maybe they should have put that cat in 
there after all. t

The Possession – 
Just More of the Same

By gRegg shAPiRo
You have to pity poor Michael Jackson. 
As if an early death (at 50 in 2009) wasn’t 
probably already in the cards for the eter-
nal child star, the King of Pop had the 
daunting task of following up his bazillion 
selling “Thriller” album. While 1987’s “Bad” 
fell short of what came before it, including 
Jackson’s previ-
ous Quincy Jones 
collaborations “Off 
The Wall” (1979) 
and the aforemen-
tioned “Thriller” 
(1982), it wasn’t , 
well, half bad.

The newly reis-
sued deluxe (three 
CDs / one DVD) 
25th anniversary 
edition of “Bad” 
(MJJ Productions / 
Epic / Legacy) con-
sists of a remas-
tered version of 
the original album, 
a disc of rare and 
unreleased tracks 
(such as French 
and Spanish ver-
sion of “I Just Can’t 
Stop Loving You” 
and the bizarre and controversial “Song 
Groove (aka Abortion Papers),” among 
others), the live CD/DVD from Jackson’s 
July 1988 Wembley concert, a pair of 
booklets, a sticker and a poster.

“Bad” opens with the title track, retain-
ing the MJ-as-tough-guy spirit of “Beat 
It” from “Thriller.” “The Way You Make 
Me Feel” a well-deserved hit single is a 
triumph, but “Speed Demon” hints at the 
hiccup singing style that Jackson unfortu-
nately mined until his death. While “I Just 
Can’t Stop Loving You” also ranks among 
his best (listen to him sing!), the inexpli-
cably popular “Man in the Mirror,” was 
Jackson at his most manipulative. Frank-
ly, Jackson was a man who desperately 
needed to take a look in the mirror, not just 
sing about pretending to do so. “Leave Me 
Alone,” the final track, originally a CD only 
bonus cut (back when “Bad” was originally 
released on vinyl, too), is the strongest 
song on the disc (and one of the best he 
ever wrote). Pissed off and rocking, it’s the 
declaration of independence Jackson al-

The Sound of Silver 
Anniversaries

ways needed to make.
If Michael Jackson was the King of 

Pop, then r.E.M. was the Kings of College 
radio (later known as alternative music). 
In a career spanning 30 years, Athens, 
Georgia’s r.E.M., led by queer front-man 
Michael Stipe, defined modern rock. On 
their early recordings, from the exposed 

jangle pop roots of 
beloved recordings 
such as “Murmur” 
and “Reckoning” 
to the dark folk of 
“Fables of the Re-
construction” to the 
beginnings of their 
mainstream pop 
breakthrough on 
“Life’s Rich Pag-
eant,” r.E.M. paved 
the way for them-
selves and the mul-
titude of imitators, 
grabbing at their 
crown, who arrived 
in their wake.

It was probably 
unintentional, but 
“Document” (IrS / 
Capitol), r.E.M.’s 
fifth album, re-
leased in 1987 

(and the last one before they relocated 
to Warner brothers), could easily be the 
soundtrack for 2012. That works out well 
for the rereleased, expanded, double CD, 
25th anniversary edition of “Document.” As 
prescient as anything in r.E.M.’s oeuvre, 
Stipe sings about signs of the times in the 
aptly titled “Exhuming McCarthy,” including 
being “Loyal to the Bank of America” as well 
as “vested interest united ties, landed gen-
try rationalize.” 

If that isn’t enough, the list of cheerily 
delivered catastrophes in “It’s The End of 
the World As We Know It (and I Feel Fine),” 
including the eerie line “don’t get caught 
in foreign towers” indicates that there may 
have been a crystal ball present. An inno-
vative disc in its own right, “Document” also 
featured the modest hit “The One I Love,” 
and a blistering electric edge beginning 
with “Finest Worksong” and concluding 
with “Oddfellows Local 151.” The attrac-
tively packaged anniversary set includes 
a 20-track live disc recorded in Holland, a 
large poster, booklet and postcards. t
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“The 
Possession is 

just not a very 
scary movie.”
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By MiChAeL fARLey
I’m kind of lazy. I tend to like art that is 
within a 20-minute walk of my Station 
North apartment. Readers of this column 
may have noticed that it seems as if I total-
ly ignore the fact that art happens in High-
landtown, Hamilton, Hampden, and about 
a half-dozen other 
neighborhoods that 
don’t begin with 
an “H” but involve 
me taking an MTA 
trip that cuts into 
precious, precious 
Happy Hour time. 
But September is 
all about change: 
back to school! 
Fashion Week! Ter-
rorism! New sea-
sons of TV shows! 
Occupy Wall Street! 
Cooler, less laze-
inducing weather! 
So I hauled my ass 
north of 25th street 
to show some up-
town love this 
month. 

For the first time 
ever in my entire 
life I set foot on the 
campus of Notre 
Dame, which as it 
turns out, exists, 
is kind of pretty, 
and is really really 
Catholic. Joseph 
Faura has a lovely solo show Constella-
tions in the university’s Gormley Gallery 
on the second floor of Fourier Hall. Fau-
ra’s lightboxes, collages, and interactive 
projectors with moveable transparencies 
combine torsos, advertising, disembodied 
beautiful faces and myriad other objects of 
desire with animal parts. The images call 
to mind limb-less classical sculpture, de-
votional icons, a pantheon of mythical hu-
man-animal hybrids, and back-lit stained 
glass windows. In the context of a Catholic 
campus littered with crucifixes, saints, and 
virgins-holding-babies, Faura’s work offers 
a contemporary counterpoint to our arche-
typal need for images of veneration and 
aspirational figures.

Mythology is a powerful undercurrent 
of society. The religions who’s aesthetic 

Faura borrows from constructed elaborate 
creation fables, but modernism (in all its 
forward-looking, post-Darwin glory) invent-
ed a mythology all its own; science fiction. 
Future daze, Open Space’s current group 
show, reflects on the present as the future 
of the 20th century. other Ways of Be-

ing, an installation 
by Erica Prince, is 
comprised of fu-
turistic objects on 
a mirrored floor. 
The piece seems 
to ask the viewer 
to actively suspend 
his or her disbe-
lief and imagine 
a solar system or 
satellites floating 
in the impossible 
space of a mod-
ernist grid. The 
piece dominates 
the front gallery 
and sets the tone 
for a show that 
looks back on the 
naïve optimism of 
modernism (most-
ly) not with scorn, 
but with a desire 
to embrace won-
der anew. Here, as 
with the other illu-
sion-based pieces 
in the show, the 
mechanism of the 
mirage is trans-

parent and invites the viewer to pretend 
rather than being covertly delusory. Chris 
Rackley’s Walk-in Crater is a contraption 
consisting of a television monitor, camera, 
and two-piece set that allows viewers to 
see themselves walking on the moon. It is 
a surprisingly endearing gesture executed 
by a deceptively simple set-up. In the next 
room, Sondheim Prize semi-finalist Lisa 
Dillin’s perforated drop-ceiling casts eerie 
lighting across a sitting area, evoking sun 
light filtered through tree canopy. Dillin’s 
piece has a less whimsical tone and con-
veys a vaguely ominous sentiment; per-
haps the future sought by the modernists 
has come to fruition, but as an office-park 
dystopia in which we devise a simulacrum 
of pastoral romanticism. Dillin still creates 
a moment of wonder; her work is at its core 

LiveLy ARts // ARTS

Baker Artist Awards, Sexy Polar 
Bears, and Lunar Jaunts

SEPTEMBER ART AUDIENCES AWAIT...
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playful, albeit less so than the other instal-
lations.

Christopher Forgues’s comics, con-
versely, appropriate a childlike aesthetic 
to cynical ends. His drawings reference 
the super hero or fantasy but remain non-
starters. They are sequential art without 
progressive narrative. The effect is one of 
frustration and perceived flippancy on the 
part of the artist. Forgues comes across as 
an adolescent disheartened to find a world 
very unlike the fantastical one promised 
in comic books. If more nuanced his work 
could perhaps stand up for itself better in 
an otherwise impressive show. The other 
artists, however, actively create a bit of the 
joy his work seems to lament lacking. In the 
context of Future daze, his detached cyni-
cism makes his work feel severely dated; 
stuck in the ironic early 2000s.

Nearby, the winners of The Mary Saw-
yers Baker Prize and “b” Grant winners 
had their victory exhibition at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art. Interestingly, the visual art-
ists chosen this year seem to reflect differ-
ent priorities than the art that usually gets 
attention in Baltimore, a city that, for bet-
ter or for worse, embraces the gregarious 
through interactivity, performance, rela-
tional aesthetics, and social practice. The 
Baker recipients’ work, alternately, brings 
to mind the image of the auteur as crafts-
man; locked away in a studio somewhere in 
the countryside, wrapped up in introverted 
process. This is not one of the rare years 
where artists whose work transcends either 
of the above tropes and favors the concep-
tual are rewarded for their work. 

David Knopp’s wooden laminate furni-
ture and undulating abstractions are well-
made, but evoke little to me other than 
home décor of a type I would consider “not 
in my personal taste”. Alexander Heilner’s 

aerial photographs of thought-provoking 
subject matter such as suburban sprawl 
and man-made islands in Dubai are beau-
tifully composed. They’re attractive and 
relevant. The problem is that they are 
nothing new. It would’ve been far more 
interesting (but admittedly less fun than 
flying) to screen-capture the same images 
from Google Earth. 

Perhaps my dissatisfaction with the 
Baker Awards is rooted in the commodi-
fiability of the work that garnered mone-
tary prizes. These artists could easily sell 
their ceramics, coffee tables, and prints 
on Etsy or in commercial galleries. The 
Baker Awards, like the Sondheim, should 
be about rewarding experimentation and a 
generosity of spirit. You can’t sell walking 
on the moon. That didn’t stop Chris rack-
ley from creating Walk-in Crater. That is 
the kind of work that needs the support of 
nonprofits, museums, and art prizes. No 
one in the world could buy Martin Creed’s 
infamous The Lights Going on and off, but 
that’s why Creed deserved to win the Turn-
er Prize. The market is always there (even 
in baltimore) to provide both income and 
exposure to people who produce market-
friendly work. For us viewers, however, 
there are precious few opportunities to see 
the ephemeral, time-based, unpopular, 
site-specific, or controversial. It is disap-
pointing when they are wasted. t

Constellations at Gormley Gallery 
(4701 North Charles Street) closes oc-
tober 12th. Joseph Faura will present an 
in-gallery artist’s talk on September 26th 
from 12 to 1 p.m.  ¶ FUtUre daze at open 
Space (2720 Sisson Street) is on view until 
october 27th.  ¶ The Baker artist awards 
exhibition at the Baltimore Museum of art 
(10 art Museum drive) is on view until oc-
tober 7th. 

TheaTre aT CCBC

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui
by Bertolt Brecht

OctOber 25, 26, 27 at 8 pm
OctOber 29 at 10 am
OctOber 30 at 1 pm

ccbc essex, b building theatre
7201 rossville blvd., baltimore, MD

Medea
by Euripides

NOveMber 9, 10 at 8 pm
NOveMber 11 at 3 pm
NOveMber 12 at 10 am
NOveMber 13 at 1 pm

ccbc catonsville, Q building theatre
800 South rolling road, baltimore, MD

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
by Tennessee Williams
NOveMber 29, 30, 

DeceMber 1 at 8 pm
DeceMber 3 at 10 am 
DeceMber 4 at 1 pm

ccbc essex, b building theatre
7201 rossville blvd., baltimore, MD

Please note: some mature subject matter
http://ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/actheatre.html

cALL tHe bOX OFFIce At 443-840-ArtS(2787) FOr tIcKetS

DUNDaLK COMMUNITY TheaTre

Titanic
Story & Book by Peter Stone

Music & Lyrics by Maury Yeston
The sinking of the Titanic is considered to be 

one of the greatest human tragedies of the 20th 
century. This TONY AWARD winning epic comes 

alive at DCT with the emotionally charged 
musical retelling of that fatal maiden voyage.

OctOber 26, 27, 
NOveMber 2, 3, at 8pm

OctOber 28 &
NOveMber 4, 2012 at 3pm

http://ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/dct.html
John e. ravekes theatre, K building

ccbc Dundalk
7200 Sollers Point road

baltimore, MD

FOr tIcKet INFOrMAtION cALL tHe bOX OFFIce: 443.840.ArtS
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may be forced to deal with strangers, ap-
pointed by the court, who may acquire 
control over your life, your money and 
your possessions. Even a basic estate 
plan may be sufficient to pass on peace 
of mind and protections to your loved ones 
during an emergency or un-timely death. 
The law permits and favors those who act 
in accordance with legal guide-lines to put 
together an effective estate plan. So use 
the law to your benefit. Claim your power. 
Take the first step and begin the process of 
estate planning. Get your estate planning 
documents completed, properly executed 
and leave a legacy of love, not confusion 
to your loved ones. 

The first step to begin estate planning 
is to decide that estate planning is essen-
tial for you. You know that there are im-
portant matters regarding your loved ones, 
money, possessions and your health that 
must be handled continually. The govern-
ment and courts already have plans for 
you, as well as your loved ones, money 
and property if you become incapacitated. 
The plan involves appointing a guardian to 
determine your living arrangements and a 
conservator to take control of your money 
and possessions. Decide today that you 
want to maintain control of your life with-
out government and court interference. 
After you decide to get started with estate 
planning, then you can proceed to step 
two, which is, to find a competent estate 
planning attorney who will work with you to 
devise a personalized estate plan that is 
tailor made for you. t

Michelle Lanchester (michelle@
lanchesterlaw.com) is an attorney with 
the Lanchester Law Firm in Washington, 
d.C. (Lanchesterlaw.com; 202-220-3000). 
Watch for more articles from Michelle on 
estate planning in coming issues!

the LAw & yoU

A Legacy of Love
Estate planning is like a stitch in time...

By Atty. MiCheLLe LAnChesteR
Everyone leaves a legacy of some type. 
If you do not properly plan, you may pass 
onto your loved ones confusion instead of 
comfort. It is essential to plan for your daily 
living situations, financial security, unfore-
seen medical and financial emergency 
matters. Unless your decisions about your 
life, loved ones, finances and property are 

properly and effectively incorporated into 
an estate plan, your decisions may not be 
honored or even considered. Take the nec-
essary steps to at least complete and ex-
ecute a basic estate plan, tailor made for 
you, that will cover your circumstances. A 
basic estate plan generally includes a will, 
financial power of attorney, medical pow-
er of attorney for health care, living will, 
(advance directives), HIPAA authoriza-
tion form, and letter of instructions. Some 
people may choose a more complex plan 
that includes trusts, family corporations/
partnerships and assignments. 

If you do not have any estate planning 
documents properly executed according 
to the laws of your state, your loved ones 
will have to guess about your wishes. They 

“The government and 
courts already have 
plans for you – as well 
as your loved ones, 
money, and property 
– if you become 
incapacitated.”

your taxes will be adjusted up at some point. 
Be very sure to assess this properly be-
cause taxes can add hundreds of dollars to 
what might be a sky-high mortgage in the 
first place.

• hoA fees – Another “sneaky cost” that 
you might have to be aware of is home own-
er’s association fees or condo association 
fees (HOA). This is true if you move into a 
condominium or subdivision that has com-
mon areas – You may have to pay fees to 
upkeep the lobby, the front gardens, picnic 
areas, green space, pools, community cen-
ters and other items.

• Utilities – Many people who go from 
renting to ownership also do not realize that 
they have to pay for their own utilities; water, 
sewer, gas and electric. Sometimes these 
utilities can add hundreds of dollars to the 
monthly costs of maintaining your home. 
My brother in Minneapolis recently had a 3 
month $950 water bill! (In the land of 10,000 
lakes) Oh, and don’t forget trash.

• Maintenance and repairs – If you’ve 
bought an older house you also have to fac-
tor in money for maintenance and repairs. 
These monthly repairs, often necessary, can 
add up.

To be safe we advise you to do your 
homework before you put an offer into a 
home, your professional gay realtor at Gay-
realEstate.com is able to help you deter-
mine your exact cost when buying a home.

Investing in a home is still historically 
the absolute best investment you can make. 
Pay yourself by building equity and taking 
advantage of the appreciating markets, vs. 
paying your landlords mortgage down – 
Happy house hunting! t

Jeff Hammerberg is Ceo of Gayreales-
tate.com, offering free buyers representa-
tion, free sellers competitive market analysis 
and free relocation kits to any uS city.

ReAL estAte

The Hidden Costs of 
Affording a New Home

By Jeff hAMMeRBeRg
Time and time again we see people blind-
sided by the true cost of buying their first 
home. Many people fall into a comfort zone 
of denial that has them believing that all 
they will be paying is the monthly principal 
and interest on the new home. They’re quite 
shocked when they realize that the total cost 
of owning their own home is a lot more than 
they thought. Sometimes these costs are so 
extreme that some buyers have been forced 
to back out of a deal because they were not 
realistic about what the final monthly tally 
might be for their home ownership.

Let’s discuss the true costs of affording 
a home.

• homeowners insurance – You can’t 
buy a home unless you have it so get a 
quote for home owner’s insurance in place. 
This is also sometimes called hazard insur-
ance. It provides you basic liability against 
people injuring themselves on your property 
as well as protection against robbery, fire, 
wind, water, etc. Usually you have to pay a 
bit extra for flood insurance.

• Mortgage insurance –You also might 
have to fork out for mortgage insurance 
if your down payment on the home is less 
than twenty percent (20%) of the total cost. 
This too can add a couple of hundred dollars 
more onto what you must pay each month ~ 
ask your mortgage lender for an estimate of 
this cost, it varies depending on the size of 
your loan.

•Property taxes – Factor in the cost 
of property taxes. If you are not sure how 
much this is, ask your gay real estate agent, 
or check the details of the property brochure 
for an estimate, but always verify this num-
ber with the county assessor’s office. Keep 
in mind this estimate of the property taxes 
is on the current assessors’ value of the 
home… if you’re paying more for the home, 
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410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605
Main office: 1.800.989.7101 

dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

Jeffrey Tessmer
Jim mikula
701 s. Broadway

Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com

jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500

Jim cell: 410-960-2836

Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

HamPDeN
1440 Dellwood ave,  $249,000

a bright and sunny 2 bedroom, 2.5 
bath detached home on a quiet 
street yet so close to the avenue, 
union mill and Woodberry light rail.  
renovated only a few years ago, 
this home features all new win-
dows, wood floors, stainless appli-
ances and granite counters.

mT VerNON
1011 Hunter st #H-3, $105,000

affordable 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
condo with washer/dryer, stainless 
appliances, granite countertops, 
high ceilings, low condo fees, con-
venient location.

DOWNTOWN 
414 Water st #1108,  $224,900 

awesome 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
condo in great downtown loca-
tion, freshly painted throughout, 
gas fireplace, wood floors and 
new carpet in bedrooms, massive 
outdoor terrace, garage parking, 
building ameneties include pool, 
party room, exercise facility, busi-
ness center.

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson
 

Professional & Domestic Partners 3
9 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Ron Zimmerman Realtors
®

1234 Light St. ~
 Baltimore, MD 21230

410-752-1050 ~
 email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Of�cer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com

888 Bestgate Road, Suite 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Licensed in MD, DC, VA, DE and WV

As you build your life together, you’ll 
need to make many decisions along 
the way, some more important than 
others. When it comes to making one 
of the biggest decisions, buying your 
�rst home, Embrace Home Loans will 
be there for you.

It’s love that makes a house a home, 
and it’s Embrace that makes that 
home a reality.

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us help 
you embrace your next move. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

NMLS# 2184
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tRAveL

By Joey AMAto
What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas… unless you’re 
a journalist and have to write about it! My first trip back to 
Sin City in over 12 years proved to be a memorable one. 
Not only was I surprised by its enormity, but I was also 
shocked to see how upscale and chic the city has be-
come. 40-story glass towers line the strip from Mandalay 
Bay to the Stratosphere. New hotels are everywhere, from 
the gigantic City Center compound to my residence for the 
stay, THEhotel at Mandalay bay.

Guests entering THEhotel are greeted by a modern, 
minimalistic lobby, quite uncommon when compared to 
the opulent Chihuly-lined ceiling of the bellagio. The all-
suite property boasts large guest rooms with separate liv-
ing spaces, relaxing soaking baths, walk-in showers and 
luxury linens throughout, not to mention sweeping views 

of the Las Vegas skyline. 
One of the most majestic parts of THEhotel is “miX.” 

The rooftop restaurant and ultra-lounge decorated with 
hundreds of Murano glass spheres is quite a site. Floor-
to-ceiling windows provide the best view of the strip and a 
15-foot glass cellar holds approximately 7,000 bottles of 
wine from around the world. 

Diners can taste a variety of dishes including miX spe-
cialties: Spicy Crab Salad with guacamole, heart of palm 
& cilantro; Pepper Crusted bison tenderloin with glazed 
vegetable and black pepper sauce; and Roasted Maine 
lobster “Au Curry” with coconut basmati rice. miX was one 
of Michael Jackson’s favorite places to visit in the city and 
you will see why.

For a more ethnic meal, head to Border Grill, a delight-
ful Mexican restaurant operated by Chefs Mary Sue Mil-
liken and Susan Feniger of the Food Network’s “Too Hot 
Tamales.” The two-story cantina offers some of the best 
Mexican-inspired flavors in Vegas. I recommend sipping 
a few margaritas while enjoying Quinoa Fritters, Peruvian 
Ceviche and fresh border Guacamole, which was some of 
the best I’ve ever tasted.

Las Vegas
THEhotel is located within walking distance to Crys-

tals at City Center, the magnificent indoor shopping mall 
where you will find everything from bulgari and Christian 
Dior to Paul Smith and Versace. Make sure you bring your 
American Express!

Directly across the street from City Center is the Cos-
mopolitan, one of the newest hotels to open in Vegas. One 
of the highlights of my trip was a visit to The Chandelier, 
a breathtaking bar that is almost too majestic to describe 
in words. The three-story venue, located in the center of 
the casino is one of the most beautifully designed spaces 
I have ever seen. 

Las Vegas is all about entertainment and what better 
way to start the Vegas experience than with a visit to Le 
rêve – The Dream at Wynn Las Vegas. The Franco Drag-
one production is an aquatic spectacle featuring synchro-
nized swimmers, aerialists and a multi-million dollar stage 
design. Every seat in Le rêve’s circular theatre is 40 feet 
or less from the stage as to provide guests with a wonder-
ful visual experience.

Begin the next day with a hearty breakfast at Seren-
dipity 3, located at Caesar’s Palace. The New York-based 
restaurant offers supersized portions ranging from Crab 
Cakes benedict, to The Hangover Omelet and Egg White 
Shrimp Frittata. Try one of Serendipity’s Frrrozen Hot 
Chocolates or their popular Lookie Lookie Gimme Cookie 
Sundae, both are customer favorites.

Walk off breakfast inside The Forum Shops at Caesar’s 
Palace, a shopping, dining and entertainment mecca fea-
turing over 160 boutiques, 13 restaurants and a menager-
ie of Roman fountains, sculptures and art. Or if relaxation 
is desired, head to Qua Baths & Spa where guests can 
enjoy Roman baths, an herbal 
steam room and even an Arctic 
Ice room, where the 55˚ temper-
atures provide instant stress re-
lief. Massage treatments range 
from traditional Thai to Hot Stone 
with Aromatherapy and Hawaiian 
Lomi-Lomi, an experience based 
on Hawaiian concepts of working 
with the body, mind and spirit.

Those looking to catch some 
rays while gazing at the hottest 
eye candy on the strip should 
visit Temptation Sundays. The 
weekly LGBT pool party at the 
Luxor is the place to see and be 
seen. For a unique experience, 
rent a private cabana, located 
just steps away from the pool, 
where servers will be at your 
beck and call to provide you with 
delicious piña coladas, strawber-
ry daiquiris or signature mixed 
cocktails. 

For dinner, head to Gordon 
Ramsay Steak at Paris Las Ve-
gas. One of the most unique 
items on the menu is the Ku-
robuta Pork Belly served with 
braised swiss chard, candied 
kumquat and cauliflower puree. 
For a lighter starter, begin with 

the Shellfish Platter complete with tiger prawns, king crab, 
oysters, clams, and lobster served with champagne mi-
gnonette, citrus soy and cocktail sauces. 

Of course the highlight of Steak is the prime beef, dry 
aged for a minimum of 28 days in a Himalayan salt room. 
A Gordon Ramsey staple is Roasted Beef Wellington, a 
delicious selection accompanied by glazed root vegeta-
bles, potato puree, and red wine demi-glace. For sides, 
try the Mushroom Tart with pearl onions, green beans and 
mushroom cream or the savory Mac & Cheese made with 
blue, cheddar and parmesan cheeses.

Finally, no visit to Las Vegas would be complete with-
out experiencing Frank Marino’s Diva’s Las Vegas at 
the Imperial Palace. Frank, who recently celebrated his 
1,000th Diva’s show, is the city’s longest running headlin-
er. Dressed as the wonderful and glamorous Joan rivers, 
Frank leads the crowd through a divalicious performance 
by some of the world’s greatest female impersonators, not 
to mention about a dozen wardrobe changes. 

Highlights of the show include the wonderful Tina 
Turner, Cher, Lady Gaga, 
Katy Perry and of course, Ma-
donna. Frank and the ladies 
leave the crowd wanting more 
as the show draws to a close. 
In true Las Vegas fashion, 
Frank generously takes the 
time to meet every audience 
member who attended the 
performance and donates a 
portion of merchandise pro-
ceeds to local charities. 

As my fabulous Vegas va-
cation draws to a close, I am 
already planning my next visit 
as there is something about 
the glitz and glamour of the 
city that always draws me 
back.

For more information, visit 
Lvcva.com. t

out destinations is part of 
ouTreach Public relations, 
(out reachpub l ic re la t ions .
com) a Nashville-based com-
pany specializing in LGBT 
marketing. Founded by Joey 
amato, ouTreach Pr has 
quickly become one of the 
most sought after companies 
for firms looking to target 
LGBT consumers.

OUT DESTINATION
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dining oUt

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty

Look what’s cooking – Sous Chef Adam Clary at baltimore’s Yard bar & Grille (Marriott Inner 
Harbor Hotel, 110 South Eutaw Street) showcases items from a delicious new menu makeover. A 
full review next issue!
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This has been a very busy summer in 
the Mid-Atlantic leather community. I feel 
like I have been running from one event 
to another. The good news is that it has 
also been a very fun summer. I took a long 
walk the other day and all sorts of thoughts 
came into my head. Granted we can’t print 
all of them in this newspaper, I’m just sa-
yin’. 

• Why do people quit groups, organiza-
tions, and committees in a huff? No one 
has ever brought about change by quitting. 
One has to work for change. 

• The real test of a leather titleholder 
is not what he or she does during the title 
year, but what is done the following year. 
Our area is blessed with many wonderful 

leather titleholders who continue to work 
very hard long after they have stepped 
down. Others never really stepped up. 

• Someone should develop a gay web-
site for people who don’t drink but still 
want to hook up. They could call it “Coffee 
Grinder.” 

• Why is it so hard for some folks in 
the community to return phone calls? 
Sometimes I think it would be easier to get 
Chick-fi-A to cater my wedding! 

• I love a nudist wedding. I can always 
pick out the best man! 

• I can’t remember the first time I set 
foot in the D.C. Eagle on New York Ave-
nue. I vaguely remember the prior location. 
I am sure I will remember the last time I go 
there. The ShipMates have their last bar 
night there on Friday, August 24th. I have 
many memories of so many events in that 
bar. The doors will close on December 1st. 
It is another piece of leather history gone. 

• The D. C. Eagle owners are looking 
for a new location. How about buying the 
baltimore Eagle? They could call in the 
b.W.Eagle… I’m just sayin’. 

• Folks promoting events need to make 
sure the word gets out. Although Face-
book is one way to promote an event, it 
shouldn’t be the only way. Not everyone 
lives on Facebook. I know that Facebook 
is a great way to contact old friends from 
school, but at my age you don’t need Face-

book. You need a ouija board! 
Many of our LGBT businesses are 

struggling. Wouldn’t it be great if a big 
group of folks got together and went to 
one of our local gay bars? It would be like 
guerilla gay bar, but this time all of those 
dollars would be spent in a gay bar! – The 
is some buzz in the Leather Community 
regarding the announced list of judges for 
the Mr. Maryland Leather 2013 Contest 
scheduled for November 3, 2012. The an-
nounced judges are: Sandy-Mama Rein-
hardt from San Francisco (Head Judge), 
Lisa boynton (no description provided), 
Sir rod McCoy (2011 Leatherman of Col-
or), Jerry ramsey (President of SECC), 
Sir Rick Valentino (Northeast LeatherSIR 
2011), joe boy Watkins (Southeast Leath-
erboy 2012), and Daddy Tim White (Mr. 
Connecticut Leather 2011). Mr. Maryland 
Leather is our State’s representative to 
the enormous International Mr. Leather 
Contest held each Memorial Day Week-
end in Chicago. It is not part of the other 
contest circuit of International Leather-

I’m Just 
Sayin’…

SIR / Leatherboy. Although these judges 
are qualified, it seems a shame that in a 
metropolitan area with so many wonderful 
leather titleholders who have done so well 
at IML, more former IML contestants were 
not selected to judge. I hope to see more 
Maryland folks in the list of judges for Mr. 
Maryland Leather next year. Hey, I’m just 
sayin’.

• The ShipMates hosted a toga party on 
Saturday, August 4 at the baltimore Eagle. 
It was really a lot of fun, but I must ad-
mit that I was a little afraid to see some of 
those sheets under the black lights on the 
baltimore Eagle patio! 

Everyone is looking ahead to Novem-
ber to see what happens with the vote on 
same – sex marriage. It is really important 
that we all get out to vote and make sure 
our friends do the same! before you rush 
into anything keep in mind that marriage is 
like a deck of cards, it starts with two hearts 
and a diamond, but after a few years you 
wish you had a club and a spade! 

Hey, I’m just sayin’. t

Arron and wish, Mr. & Ms. san diego Leather 2012
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As a life and career coach, I help people to 
learn new skills, and I provide advice about a 
wide variety of topics. Most of my clients hire 
me to assist changing careers. But my clients 
work on a number of goals, some of which 
include relationship issues, making more 
friends, starting their own businesses, doing 
school work more successfully, losing weight, 
and quitting smoking.

rarely is there a one-size-fits-all bit of ad-
vice that applies to everyone, everything, ev-
erywhere. However, there is one bit of advice 
that comes darn close: slow down.

Slow down. breathe. Clear your mind and 
tune in to your body and your surroundings. 
Next, breathe a bit deeper. And then go back 
to your problem, going slowly – especially in 
your thinking – and do one thing at a time.

Slow down!
Before I go into more detail, and in the 

interest of full disclosure, I have to admit that 
my decision to do a lot of work for the mar-
riage equality effort here in Maryland has giv-
en me the opportunity to speed way, way up. 
There’s so much to do, every day, all the time. 
Although I know this is not a healthy state to 
be in – thank god the heart of the campaign 
has been only 5 months and we have only 
two more months to go – my exhausted, 
crazed state has given me some insight into 
what my clients face. For example:

I get overly involved in what I’m thinking 
– sometimes going through my “to do” list, or 
having “practice conversions” with people in 
my head.

I have trouble concentrating on what’s go-
ing on right in front of me.

My mind tends to leave a task before it’s 
done and jump to the next task. For example, 
when I edit my most recent writing, I notice 
half sentences, even though I remember in-
tending to write full sentences.

I go “brain dead,” having to pause for very 
long periods of time, because I can’t remem-
ber what I was going to say.

I’m more impatient with people.
I get upset quicker and more intensely.
My sleep is abbreviated – I wake up hours 

early, my mind eager to get to its “to do” list.
This is a very unusual state for me. Dur-

ing the past 20 years, I had learned to prac-
tice mindfulness meditation, slow down, and 
approach things in a healthy, reasonable, and 
measured way. Sure, a few times a year I’d 
get over-tired or stressed briefly. but nothing 
like this!

The silver lining to my situation is that it 
helps me to relate to my clients. For example, 
I was working with a client a few weeks back, 
and she wanted me to assist her with navi-
gating a jobs website so she could apply for 
work. She set up her laptop in my office, and 
we both watched as she brought the system 
up and made her way onto the Internet. All 
the while, her knee was bouncing very rap-
idly, non-stop. 

When she got to the jobs section of the 
website, she couldn’t quickly remember how 
to see the listing of jobs for her profession. 
She began to speak rapidly and with a touch 
of panic building in her voice, pointing to vari-
ous random sections of the screen. All the 
while, I’m looking dead center at the screen, 
and there’s a bolded, larger-font header that 
says, “To get started viewing open job posi-
tions,” with the link she wants right under the 
header. She was about to click another link 
and move off the page when I stopped her.

I coached her gently to slow down, take 
a few deep breaths, scroll back to the top, 
and slowly move her eyes down the page to 
each of the headers, reviewing each to see if 
each section of the web page might be help-
ful. After she slowed down and applied this 
one-step-at-a-time strategy, she found the 
section easily and navigated fairly quickly to 
the right page.

On the one hand, we can accomplish 
more if we move faster. On the other hand, 
past a certain point, moving too fast causes 
us to make mistakes, miss things, lose sleep, 
make poor decisions, and mess up our inter-
personal relationships. Because we do work 
more poorly in this state and because we 
have to take time to clean up our mistakes, 
it often takes longer to work too fast. Life is 
short, slow down! t

Slower Can 
Sometimes Be 

Faster 

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Dear Mama, Help! 
My sweetheart and I are compatible 

in every way that matters, except when it 
comes to sex. He is “Mr. Conventional” and 
somewhat shy when it comes to what goes 
on in the bedroom, while I, am “Captain 
Adventurous!” I really want our sex life to 
be “night’s” to remember. How do I tell my 
sweetie that I’m bored in the bedroom?

Bored

Dear “bored,”
I always believe that great sex starts 

with great conversation (and a little “lube!”). 
Have you tried talking to him about the 
possibility of trying something new, fun and 
exciting to spice up your sex life? Bear in 
mind that the time for this conversation to 
take place is before anything steamy gets 
started. 

Begin with the basics, remind him that 
you love him, find him sexy and tell him 
that you feel as though the two of you 
could work together to create a little more 
“heat” between the sheets. Whatever you 
do, don’t start the conversation by telling 
him that you’re bored with the way things 
are! Honey, take it form Mama, you’ll never 
get your “whistle blown!” 

Here are some simple suggestions for 
conversation starters that have worked for 
me a time or two throughout the years. 
That’s step one and when you’re ready for 
step two, write back to Mama and I’ll share 
a few secrets from Mama’s “naughty but 
nice” tips for more satisfying lovemaking” 
list that might work for you.

Once you have established a mutually 
agreeable time to talk, try these openers 
along with your favorite “pet name” for him. 

“Baby,” I love what we have together 
and I’m committed to doing what I can to 
make things even better between us in ev-
ery way

“Honey,” I can’t imagine myself with 
anyone but you and I want us both to work 
together to keep finding new ways to say “I 
love you” in and out of the bedroom

“Love Buns,” lately, I’ve found myself 
daydreaming about you and me and the 

bed and all sorts of “things’. You’ve been 
driving me crazy! Let me tell you about one 
of my daydreams and let’s see what hap-
pens next. 

Ultimately, all you can do is be loving 
and honest and hope that he responds 
in kind. Hopefully, all that’s going on with 
your sweetie is a lack of imagination and 
not a deeper issue. One step at a time! And 
one last thing: A “love letter,” pouring out 
your heart to him and sharing your con-
cerns with him, may be a better approach, 
depending on his personality.

be brave! be Fearless! be bold!

Dear Mama,
I’m about to lose my mind! I love my 

man but he’s picked up a few pounds and 
it’s not cute at all! 

When we first met, he was slim and 
very sexy with tight abs and a tight... well, 
you know what I mean! 

Anyway, here it is three years later and 
he’s as fat as a pig and there’s flab every-
where! I still love him but I’m not attract-
ed to him anymore. I don’t want to leave 
him but I’m finding it increasingly difficult 
to want to be “with him” in the bedroom. 
I’m running out of excuses to avoid sex. 
but I want sex, lots of it, just not with him! 
He says that even though he’s not happy 
about his weight gain, he can’t help it, he 
just wants to eat! What should I do?

Frustrated and Slim

Dear Frustrated, 
You just need to “get over” yourself! Do 

you love him enough to help him lose the 
weight? 

Have you tried talking to him, maybe 
even offering to workout with him? How 
will you feel when the day comes and your 
looks begin to “fade”? 

You had better pray that you have 
someone willing to look beyond the su-
perficial “package” (pun intended), to see 
the “real you.” Sit down with him, tell him 
calmly and lovingly that you’ve noticed 
he’s added a few pounds and ask him if 
everything is alright. 

Make sure that there is no medical or 
emotional issue going on with him that you 
aren’t aware of. 

Reassure your man that you love him 
and that you want him to be happy and 
healthy and ask him how you can “help 
him” to lose the weight so that you can be 
together for a very long time! And then sit 
back and really “listen” to what he has to 
say!

Mama loves you! be Safe! be happy! t
Mama loves to hear from all of her ba-

bies. email questions to askmama@balti-
moreoutloud.com.

Sex is Boring, 
and I’m Losing 
My Mind

Mama
Ask

Mama answers your questions

?
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Now - October 12
Mother, May I by Dylan Brody
Strand Theater Company Opens 5th Season. This 
Stanley Drama Award-winning “sad comedy” 
dives into the screamingly funny and raw-nerve-
painful dynamic of a modern American family. 
Everybody keeps secrets from one another except 
for the narcissistic and deeply repressed mother, 
who keeps secrets only from herself, while blithely 
revealing them to anyone who will listen. The 
Strand Theater, 1823 N. Charles Street. Show time 
8:00 PM. Ticket Prices Adult: $20, Senior/Student: 
$15, Opening Night: $25. 

Now - October 21
An Enemy of the People
CENTERSTAGE’s historic 50th Anniversary 
Season officially kicks off with An Enemy of the 
People, directed by Artistic Director Kwame Kwei-
Armah, in a landmark production that takes Arthur 
Miller’s translation of Ibsen’s classic and uses it 
to examine the contemporary media landscape. 
CENTERSTAGE, 700 N. Calvert Street. Tickets 
start at $10, and can be ordered online at www.
centerstage.org/Enemy, or by calling 410.332.0033.

September 21 and 22,
Legend of Creepy Hollow
Spotlighters Theatre. After a very one-sided 
election, it appears that Ichobad Strane is once 
again Creepy Hollow’s Mayor. His election is 
being contested by the opposition. Ichobad loves 
a party and has decided to invite you, his loyal 
supporters, to a victory celebration. Some are a 
little uncomfortable with the location of the party. 
Twelve years ago to the day, Tabitha Craven was 
murdered in this very building. It was a library at 
that time and she was researching a new novel. The 
murder was never solved, and Ichobad was once a 
person of interest in the investigation. Spotlighters 
Theatre, 817 Saint Paul Street. Order TICKETS 
online - Adults $18, Seniors $16 and Military & 
Students $15. www.spotlighters.org.

September 22
Maryland Historical Society
The Maryland Historical Society Players will hold 
a special performance of their Divided Voices: 
Maryland in the Civil War Outreach Tour. This 
“living history” program features actors portraying 
Clara Barton, the “Angel of the Battlefield,” and 
Christian Fleetwood, one of the first African-
Americans to be awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for his bravery. The program is co-sponsored 
by The Maryland Humanities Council and the 
Maryland Historical Society. Location: the France-
Merrick Auditorium. Show starts at 2:00 PM. Tickets 
are $6 adults, $5 seniors, $4 children and FREE for 
members. Reservations are not required. www.mdhs.
org/maryland-historical-society-players-0.

September 25
Fall Fresh Thoughts 
Sustainable Seafood Dinner. 
National Aquarium is pleased to welcome 
Executive Chef Chris Becker and Chef de 
Cuisine Omar Semidev of the soon-to-open Fleet 
Street Kitchen as part of the Fresh Thoughts: A 
Sustainable Seafood Dining Series. The dinner, 
which celebrates sustainable and creative seafood 
choices, will feature Marinated Fluke Crudo, 
Butter-Poached Lobster, and Olive-Oil Poached 
Rainbow Snapper. Chefs Becker and Semidev 
will also prepare Milk Chocolate and Apple Cups 
for dessert. 6:30-9:00 PM. National Aquarium, 
501 East Pratt Street. $79 for members, $99 non-
members. For reservations, please call 410-576-
3869. INFO: Visit www.aqua.org.

September 28
The Breaking Code
Performance Workshop Theatre presents 
BREAKING THE CODE by Hugh Whitemore, 
directed by Marlyn G. Robinson. Marc Horwitz 
stars as the eccentric genius, Alan Turing, the 
father of modern computing, who cracked the 
Nazi’s unbreakable Enigma code enabling the 
Allies to win World War II. but after the war was 
put on trial for breaking society’s code against 
homosexuality. A Baltimore premiere, the show is 
part of the 2012 worldwide Centenary Celebration 
of Turing’s life and work. Performance Workshop 
Theatre is located at 5426 Harford Road Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings: 8:00 PM and Sunday 
matinees: 3:00 PM Tickets: $22 General Admission; 
$20 Seniors; $15 Students (with proper I.D.). For 
information and reservations, call 410-659-7830 or 
visit www.performanceworkshoptheatre.org.

Sept 28
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 
National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 
(NGMHAAD) will be marked by several events 
organized by NAPWA, including an all-day 
conference September 28th at the Kaiser Family 
Foundation/Barbara Jordan Conference Center, 
1330 G Street NW, DC. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Free. 
Check the website for more events www.napwa.org.

Oct. 1,
The Strand Theater Company
The Strand Theater Company presents a wonderful 
evening of jazz and blues performed by Artistic 
Director, Rain Pryor. A multi-talented actress, 
director, writer, and performer, Rain Pryor is 
joined by Musical Director Keith Killgo for an 
evening of jazz and blues selections from her one-
woman show, the Pryor Experience. Pryor has 
toured sold out shows in Hong Kong, Los Angeles, 
Australia, the U.K., and Ireland. Killgo, a talented 
pianist, drummer and vocalist, is also a founding 
member of the jazz-fusion group, the Blackbyrds. 
Germano’s Trattoria 300 South High St. (Little 
Italy). Show time 7:00 PM. Tickets are $20, plus 
$15 food/drink minimum. To purchase tickets, visit 
www.strand-theater.org
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Baltimore
Back Door Lounge

5801 Pulaski Highway  
(back of Gold Club  

entertainment complex)
410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

 Leon’s
870 Park Ave • 410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd • 410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

Baltimore
 the Quest

3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301) 498-4840        
www.pwsplace.com

maryland
 sPin

43 S Potomac St, 
Hagerstown, MD
(301) 302-7202 

HarrisBurg, Pa
the Brownstone  

412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-7009
 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

sPring grove, Pa
aLtLanD’s ranch

8505 Orchard Rd
Spring Grove, PA

717-225-4479

york, Pa 
cLuB xs 

36 W 11th Ave
York, Pennsylvania

(717)846-6969 
 www.clubxsyork.com

reHoBotH BeacH, 
delaware 

BLue moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE
 302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

cLouD 9
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1999

the frogg PonD
3 1st St. 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-2234 

www.thefroggpond.com

DouBLe L
622 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0818 

www.doublelbar.net

the PurPLe Parrot
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1139

rigBy’s Bar & griLL
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com

iguana griLL
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com

B a r  g u i d e
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 Books & gifts

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnseLing

 MAssAge

 PhotogRAPhy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

 sUPPoRt

Proudly Serving the LGBT 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for Individual 
Women and Men, Couple’s, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410.532.2GROW 

(2476)
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

 Pet CARe

 finAnCiAL AttoRney 
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