
Scott Nevins Returns 
for Spotlighters Benefit
By Steve Charing
Hunky entertainer Scott Nevins will be back 
in Baltimore to perform his “One Night Stand” 
act on September 9 and 10 to benefit the 
Audrey Herman Spotlighters Theatre. The 
appearance of the multi-talented Nevins, 
who has been dubbed “a young, sexy, 
gay-er Kathy Griffin,” is important for the 
Spotlighters Theatre’s efforts to raise mon-
ey for renovations to conform to American 
Disability Act requirements.

“For 50 years Spotlighters designers 
and our patrons have worked around the nu-
merous obstacles the 106 year-old Madison 
[building] presents,” says executive director 
Fuzz Roark. “This year, we begin to tackle 
and remove some of those obstacles. The 
renovations will include enlarging the tiny 

1906 restrooms to be fully handicap/wheel-
chair accessible and the installation of a 
wheelchair elevator at the Main Entrance on 
Saint Paul Street.”

The first phase of the renovation is un-
derway—the expansion of the Box Office for 
handicap accessibility. Roark adds, “We are 
seeking public and private donations, which 
are tax deductible, to fund the $127,000 
project.”

Scott Nevins appeared two years ago at 
the Spotlighters, also to help raise funds for 
the theatre, and wowed the crowd with his 
talent, material, and dazzling looks. Indeed, 
Nevins has dimples to die for and a physique 
that seemingly was carved out of marble.

But it’s his fast-paced, high-energy show 

Moveable Feast adjusts to Federal Funding Loss
Clients of Moveable Feast learned last week about program changes 
that have resulted in a cutback of services provided under the Ryan 
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) act. The 
Ryan White Act is a federal funded program that pays $2.1 billion dol-
lars a year for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Moveable Feast’s mission is to provide nutritionally appropriate 
meals and nutrition counseling to people in need for the city of 
Baltimore and the counties of the State of Maryland, as well 
as to provide life and culinary skills training, job placement 
and transportation. They deliver meals to 
homebound people living with HIV/AIDS, 
breast cancer, and other life threatening 
conditions. Many of those living with HIV/
AIDS have services provided by Ryan White funding.

As of August 17 Moveable Feast clients were informed 
that all Ryan White city and county clients would be on al-
ternating weekly deliveries and that the three meal per day pro-
gram would be cut back to two meals per day, lunch and dinner. In 
order to accommodate the changes foods will be provided that are 
more shelf stable and the staff will prepare menus that keep longer. 
Dependents of clients have been removed from services that were 
previously paid for by Moveable Feast funds.

Healthy people can adjust better to dietary changes than the 

critically ill. However, the clients served by Moveable Feast are ill 
and often on specialized diets. Therefore, clients on renal diets have 
been moved to an unaffected grant to ensure adequate food delivery. 
They will continue to receive three meals per day, as that grant is not 
tied to the funding shortfall.

Thomas Bonderenko, the Executive Director of Moveable Feast, 
told Baltimore OUTloud that the organization has a “com-

mitment to make sure that everybody gets some level of 
service.”

He said, “The people who are affected are 
the people who are critically ill, who are poor, 
and who depend on this service. So what we 
have done rather than cutting anybody off of 

service to make sure that the most critically ill people have 
the highest level of service.”
Moveable Feast serves approximately 370 people in 

Baltimore and the surrounding area that are affected by the Ryan 
White funding. Moveable Feast has been carrying the cost of about 
$120,000 per month since April of this year without the aid of federal 
funds for Ryan White programs.

Federal funds are provided through the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA), which are then dispersed to the lo-

TYFA’s Kim Pearson: 
a Gift to Transgender Children
Kim Pearson’s journey started when 
her child was “very much at the end 
of his rope,” she says, when he came 
out and said, ‘here’s the deal, I’m 
transgender, I’m actually a guy,’” She 
did an instant replay.

“How did we miss that?” Had 
she known what she was looking at 
she would have known, she says, it 
would have been obvious. “But when 
you don’t know it’s a possibility, why 
would you even go there?”

This is what started Kim Pearson’s 
journey from parent of an unhappy 
child, a child who had been on sui-
cide watch, to the parent of a happy 
son. She is the “fairy Godmother” of 
transchildren around the nation, chil-
dren who, as young as seven, send 
her thank you notes. 

Kim’s gift to children in the trans-
gender community started as an in-
ternet support group in 2006 that now 
functions as a 501(3)c nonprofit orga-
nization serving the needs of trans-
gender youth.

Kim is the Executive Director and 
Co-Founder of TransYouth Family 
Allies (TYFA). TYFA started with no 
resources, she says, “We were all 
there because we had transgender 
offspring, some of them were adults, 
some of them were adolescents and 
some of them were little kids. And 
were looking at what we could do to 
relieve our children’s stress to help 
them, to support them. There really 
weren’t any resources; there weren’t 
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By Steve Charing
It’s hard to pinpoint the exact 
date in which the letter “T” for 
transgender was added to the 
GLB or LGB to form the now 
familiar LGBT. All indications 
are that it occurred during the 
1990’s with no ceremony or of-
ficial announcement that I can 
recall. It just showed up, and 
became a regular part of the 
acronym as activists seemed 
to accept it.

There wasn’t a major push-
back from purists who wanted 
to keep the gay rights move-
ment restricted on the basis of 
sexual orientation. Some did argue, howev-
er, that there should be separate movements 
as transgender individuals have different is-
sues from those who are gay or lesbian. Or 
that this addition was another example of un-
necessary political correctness.

While transgender folks and gays/lesbi-
ans are distinct (one is sexual identity while 
the other is sexual orientation), these ar-
guments did not signal a demand to sep-
arate. And over the past two decades the 
groups kind of melded into a broader force 
to achieve equality. The umbrella was large 
enough to make our case for equality to the 
masses for all the letters represented in the 
LGBT acronym.

This unique coalition did not have its first 
flair-up nationally until 2007. That is when an-
other attempt to secure passage of the pe-
rennial Employment Nondiscrimination Act 
or ENDA was brought up again in Congress. 
However, head counters, such as Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-MA), who is gay, noted that 
passage of the law would not have a chance 
if “transgender” was included in the bill.

The House ultimately passed the non-in-
clusive ENDA but it died in the Senate. To no 

one’s surprise, then President 
George W. Bush had threat-
ened to veto the measure had 
it passed both chambers.

The failure to enact an all-
inclusive ENDA generated a 
lot of heat. Transgender indi-
viduals felt betrayed by their 
being thrown under the bus 
so that the LGB portion gets 
their protections. Many gays 
and lesbians believed that 
having to incorporate the ‘T’ 
part of the bill was a drag on 
their progress.

Following the defeat in 
2007, an all-inclusive ENDA 
had been introduced in the 
House 2009 and 2011—both 
times by Barney Frank and in 

the Senate by Jeff Merkley (D-OR). The bills 
currently sit in committee.

Earlier this year in Maryland, an attempt 
to add gender identity and expression to the 
current statute that prohibits discrimination 
in employment, housing, public accommo-
dations and credit appeared to have traction. 
However, a decision was made by the legis-
lation’s sponsor in the House of Delegates, 
Del. Joseline Pena-Melnyk that the bill be 
stripped of the “public accommodations” 
provision to help ensure passage.

This triggered a very heated, often ugly 
debate within Maryland’s transgender com-
munity. Some wanted to achieve at least job 
protections; others saw the bill as mean-

ingless if “public accommo-
dations” was absent. There 
were transgender folks who 
actually testified against the 
bill because of the elimination 
of this key provision.

Regardless, the bill 
made it out of committee and 
passed the House in its cur-
rent form sans “public accom-
modations.” A similar mea-
sure was advanced to the 
floor of the Senate for the first 
time, but it was killed in a pro-
cedural vote. The marriage 
bill had suffered the same fate 

but died in the opposite chamber, also with-
out an up and down vote.

There had been considerable finger 
pointing and recriminations from the gay and 
lesbian component regarding the marriage 
bill’s failure as well as the transgender com-
munity’s anguish over the failure of the gen-
der identity legislation. Those who sought 
the “public accommodations” language re-
joiced at the failure.

Transgender activists continued their ex-

pressions of displeasure over the tactical de-
cisions made and have taken steps to carry 
the fight next year on their own. The divi-
sions within that community remain palpable 
and could jeopardize any chance of success 
in 2012 unless there is more unity with a sin-
gular effort to pass comprehensive non-dis-
crimination legislation on the basis of gender 
identity and expression that includes “public 
accommodations.”

Unfortunately, the acrimony on the part 
of transgender activists resulting from the 
failed attempt in the 2011 General Assembly 
began to spread beyond the confines of the 
trans community, Equality Maryland and oth-
ers to the LGB portion of the LGBT family. 
Some have opined on blogs and social me-
dia that if there hadn’t been so much atten-
tion to the marriage bill, there could have 
been more resources devoted to the gender 
identity measure.

They have also discounted the signif-
icance of marriage equality as opposed to 
housing and job and public accommoda-
tions protections for transgender individuals 
since, they feel, most gays and lesbians will 
not opt for marriage. And the memory of fail-
ing to include gender identity protections in 
the 2001 nondiscrimination law on the basis 
of sexual orientation is still raw.

Having this fissure in the LGBT com-
munity is not productive. I am certain that 
most transgender activists understand there 
is a tremendous amount of support among 
gays and lesbians in their quest for trans 
protections.

The upcoming effort may have received 
a boost as a result of the brutal beating of 
Chrissy Lee Polis, a trans-woman, in a 
Rosedale McDonald’s on April 18—a horri-
ble incident that received worldwide notori-
ety thanks to a video of the attack that went 
viral. The rally emanating from the Chrissy 
Polis assault, which took place just days af-
terward, was well attended despite short no-
tice, and galvanized all letters of LGBT as 
well as allies.

And that turnout for support should not 
be ignored. To our transgender friends—
please don’t fault gays and lesbians and the 
goal for marriage equality for the failure up to 
this point to achieve comprehensive protec-
tions. The legislature can handle more than 
one issue at a time as each chamber consid-
ered the separate bills.

I can’t speak for everyone, but essential-
ly we are on your side. Most of us believe in 
the LGBT umbrella and your fight is our fight. 
The anger, understandable as it is, must be 
channeled towards the real opponents of 
transgender rights and not the LGB folks. t

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.Stevecharing.blogspot.com.
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Symposium Takes Hard Look at Attraction to Youth
By geOrge WiLLarD
It felt very 1950s – a group of people from a 
despised sexual minority invites experts of 
various stripes to talk about the latest think-
ing and research about people in their situa-
tion. But the scene August 17 at a Baltimore 
airport hotel, rather than retro, was rather 
cutting edge.

B4uact is a Maryland-based group 
whose “mission is to increase the availability 
of accurate information about minor-attract-
ed persons and mental health services that 
focus on their mental health needs.” Their 
one-day symposium was titled “Pedophilia, 
Minor-Attracted Persons, and the DSM: 
Issues and Controversies.” The focus was 
proposed revisions in the “Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual” – psychiatry’s frequently 
revised bible – that would define attraction to 
adolescents as a mental illness. As present-
er, Dr. Renee Sorrentino (Harvard Medical 
School) noted, in the US context, the ex-
panded definition means giving the state the 
right to lock up men pegged with such an 
identity in mental hospitals forever.

In a contemporary context of extraordi-

nary demonization of men who like teenage 
boys (who a generation or two ago would 
have been just considered another flavor of 
‘gay’), B4uact’s conference was a rare space 
where MAPs and researchers and therapists, 
who normally regard them as something akin 
to lab rats, could engage on equal terms.

The symposium drew together diverse 
voices, and was hosted by Johns Hopkins 
University’s Dr. Fred Berlin, who argued that 
that the focus of therapy should be to allow 
minor-attracted people to find a way to live 
within the law and society’s rules, while still 
acknowledging the validity of their feelings.

Dr. John Sadler (University of Texas) ar-
gued that diagnostic criteria for mental dis-
orders should not be based on concepts 
of vice since such concepts are subject to 
shifting social attitudes and doing so diverts 
mental-health professionals from their role 
as healers.

Dr. Nancy Potter (University of Louisville) 
analyzed the concept of “uptake”—that is, 
genuine listening—and argued that by giv-
ing uptake to minor-attracted people, those 
revising the DSM would strengthen DSM-5 

and contribute to more ethical treatment, but 
that minor-attracted people must exhibit ac-
curacy and sincerity in their testimony.

Dr. Lisa Cohen (Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine) presented data on the psychologi-
cal correlates of pedophilia based on forensic 
samples (e.g., people in trouble with the law), 
and argued that use of non-forensic samples 
would help researchers separate factors re-
lated to feelings of attraction from those relat-
ed to behavior, and support the development 
of improved diagnostic systems.

In the afternoon, Andrew Hinderliter 
(University of Illinois) argued that the medi-
calization of social deviance blurs the bound-
ary between the helping professions and the 
criminal justice system, creating the poten-
tial for psychiatry to become a means of con-
trolling undesirables, rather than an agent of 
healing.

Jacob Breslow (London School of 
Economics) challenged assumptions about 
minors and sexuality, which currently under-
lie policymaking and the DSM. Breslow, a 
gay youth activist who came out in 8th grade, 
was recipient of a 2007 Point Foundation 

scholarship for GLBT students.
Richard Kramer (the only speaker rep-

resenting B4U-ACT), analyzed sources of 
stigma in the DSM, presented survey data 
regarding MAPs’ feelings of stigma, and 
provided recommendations for revising the 
DSM to reduce stigma.

The symposium has gained widespread 
attention, especially in the right-wing blogo-
sphere, where efforts to give input to the 
DSM’s proposed expansion of the catego-
ry “pedophilia” is being likened to efforts of 
GLBT people to officially depathologize ho-
mosexuality in the 1970s.

“Inaccurate negative stereotypes force 
minor-attracted people into hiding, leave 
young adolescents who are attracted to chil-
dren hopeless with nowhere to turn, and do 
nothing to protect children,” says Kramer. 
“We have received emails from teenagers as 
young as 15 who were engaged in self-harm-
ing behavior or threatening suicide, and could 
talk to no one about it, because they were at-
tracted to children. Making welcoming, in-
formed, and empathetic mental health servic-
es available is the goal of B4U-ACT.” t
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cal providers through the local government 
agency, in this case, through the Baltimore 
City Health Department. Mr. Bonderenko 
said that there is no lack of funds, the mon-
ey is there, but a delay of funding notifica-
tion at the Federal level (HRSA) caused a 
disconnect that resulted in monies not be-
ing disbursed to the local agencies.

In a conference call earlier this month 
about six hundred participants were told by 
HRSA that a change in staff had led to a 
miscalculation of awards. Officials said that 
there were new employees in HRSA that did 
not understand the allocations. On the po-
litical side, it should be noted that Congress 
did not approve the framework of the fiscal 
2011 budget until April 14. The result was 
that the Department of Health and Human 
Services received 3.36% less than the pre-
vious year.

While this is cause for future concern 
the immediate concern is the delay caused 
at the Federal level for the funds that are al-
ready there.

Moveable Feast and other Ryan White 
funded programs across the country 

are being adversely affected by this de-
lay. “Advocacy to our federal government. 
Call our senators our congressmen,” Mr. 
Bonderenko suggests as the best way for 
advocates to help at that level. The funding 
is there and the monies are there, the fund-
ing has not been eliminated. It is only a mat-
ter of getting it to where it belongs, at least 
for the current situation.

However, here in Baltimore, the need is 
acute and Moveable Feast is using its own 
resources to mitigate the shortfall. Through 
the generosity of donors and volunteers, 
they have been able to keep some level of 
service for all of their clients.

“Our donors, our supporters and our 
volunteers have kept us going, they’ve al-
ways kept us going,” Executive Director 
Tom Bonderenko said. Moveable Feast en-
courages volunteers to contact Volunteer 
Manager Tom Patrick at tpatrick@mfeast.
org. Volunteers may serve in food prepa-
ration, packing groceries, portioning out 
meals, and delivery.

Financial donations may be made 
through payroll deductions where you work, 
or through direct cash contributions on the 
Moveable Feast website at www.mfeast.
org/support_us. t

MOveaBLe FeaSt
– continued from page 1
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any books to tell us what to do. We didn’t 
know who to trust in the way of doctors or 
counselors. Most of us had been told ‘don’t 
worry, it’s just a phase,’ those kinds of 
things.”

Her own child was fourteen years old 
when he came out, he had started (female) 
puberty early and he 
had the “the most 
pressing need to tran-
sition,” she says.

He was flunk-
ing out at school and 
was on suicide watch while, Kim says, she 
was watching her child disappear before her 
eyes. She had heard of transgender adults 
who were transitioning from male to female 
but she had never heard of a female tran-
sitioning to male. She had certainly never 
heard of children being affected in this way.

She said she had a conversation in 
her head, very much, of “making a con-
scious decision of whether I was going to 
have dead daughter or an alive son.” It was 
a very quick conversation in her head, she 
says, “we’re going to go with the alive son. 
I’m good!”

She saw it as a solution, not a problem. 
The internet support list for parents grew 
through talking to other moms, and they 
started getting frustrated because everyone 
was inventing their own wheel. Her organi-
zation quickly became a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
and the website was launched in sixty days. 

“They say ‘you can’t do that, nobody 
does a nonprofit in sixty days,’” she laughs, 
“I say well I guess it’s a good thing nobody 
told us.”

They started under the wing of PFLAG’s 
transgender network but it was clear early 
on to them that they were going to be very 
very cutting edge and only deal with chil-
dren, they were looking at only working with 
kids under eighteen. 

That was an unserved population. If a 
child is over eighteen, they have access to 
things, and they have legal rights. But these 
are the children who, she says, “have no le-
gal rights and you have to go through the 
parents to support the children.”

Doctors are very cautious; I would say 
some are afraid, I think most are just very 
cautious. They want to make sure that 
they’re doing the right thing that they’re not 
hurting anyone, and the kids won’t change 
their mind.”

TYFA partners with schools, they do 
not tell them what to do, but they go in and 

help them figure out what to do, Kim says. 
On Tuesday, she spoke to administrators at 
Reservoir High School in Fulton, Maryland. 
On her agenda for the rest of the week she 
planned to visit with Pathways in Silver 
Spring and Forest Ridge Elementary in 
Laurel. On this trip she is working primarily 
with administrators, counselors, school psy-
chologists, social workers, and sometimes 
all staff. On some visits, parents are also in-
volved. “It depends on what level the partic-

ular school wants to take it to,” she says.
On Tuesday evening, Kim spoke 

at PFLAG of Howard 
County’s first PFLAG 

Trans Parents Forum 
meeting at the Owen Brown 

Interfaith Center in Columbia 
Maryland. Those meeting 

will be ongoing on the fourth 
Tuesday of every month. It is a place where 
parents can meet and share concerns and 
challenges of parenting trans children. 

In Virginia, she did training that rocked 
their world, “we had an earthquake, I literal-
ly rocked their world. It was perfect, it came 
at the very end of my presentation and I said 
‘sorry I shook you guys up so much.’”

The Maryland LGBT community is 
proud to have welcomed Kim Pearson as a 
part of our family of friend and allies. In the 
November 18 issue of Baltimore OUTloud 
will share more of our visit with Kim Pearson 
in our Transgender Day of Remembrance 
edition. t

Mark F. Scurti has been chosen 
the Maryland volunteer Lawyers 
Service volunteer of the year for 
2011. The MVLS is a nonprofit orga-
nization that connects low-income 
Marylanders in need of civil legal 
assistance with pro bono attorneys.
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COMPiLeD By JiM BeCKer

Florida teacher 
suspended for anti-
gay Facebook post
Orlando, FL – An Orlando-area high school 
teacher was suspended after making anti-
gay comments on Facebook, a possible vi-
olation of his school’s social media policy. 
Jerry Buell, a social studies teacher at Mount 
Dora High School in Lake County – who was 
once named “Teacher 
of the Year” – said on 
Facebook that he “al-
most threw up” in re-
sponse to a news sto-
ry about legalized 
same-sex marriage 
in New York and that 
gay marriages were a 
“cesspool” and a sin, 
reported the Orlando Sentinel

Buell made the posts on his person-
al Facebook page using his personal com-
puter, but they were visible to his network. 
According to the Sentinel school districts 
across Florida have recently adopted poli-
cies on how teachers should use social me-
dia. In Orange County Schools, teachers 
are reminded their ‘private use of internet 
and social networking is not private’ and em-
ployees should remain professional in using 
the communication at all times. Lake draft-
ed similar guidelines for teachers in January, 
and district officials will distribute them in the 
coming weeks.

Buell told the Sentinel, “I’ve had kids that 
I’ve known that have been homosexuals,” he 
said. “They know that I don’t hate them. I love 
them.” Buell is reassigned to an administra-
tive position until the investigation is com-
pleted (365Gay.com – Jennifer Vanasco)

No Sen. Brown in 
“It Gets Better” 
video taped by 
colleagues
Boston, Ma – Massachusetts Governor 
Deval Patrick and all but one of the state’s 
congressional delegation recorded “It Gets 
Better” messages 
in support of LGBT 
youth. The lone hold-
out was Republican 
Senator Scott Brown. 
Brown’s press sec-
retary Colin Reed 
said that brown has a 

strong record at the state and federal level 
against bullying but, “[h]is main focus right 
now is on creating jobs and getting our econ-
omy back on track.”

Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.), Rep. Ed 
Markey (D), Rep. John Tierney (D), Rep. Jim 
McGovern (D), Rep. Bill Keating (D), Rep. 
Stephen Lynch (D), Rep. Richard Neal (D), 
Rep. Niki Tsongas (D), Rep. John Olver (D), 
Rep. Mike Capuano (D), and openly gay 
Rep. Barney Frank (D) all offered words of 
encouragement for LGBT youth. Contact in-
formation for the Boston Alliance for LGBT 
Youth (BAGLY) was displayed on the screen. 
“It will get better because you’re helping it to 
get better,” Frank said.

Governor Patrick released his video 
one week after members of the congressio-
nal delegation offered their words of sup-
port. Patrick told LGBT youth that, as the 
first black governor of Massachusetts, he 
knows what it’s like to feel different. “I know 
what it’s like to be different, believe me,” said 
Patrick said in the video. “Whether it was in 
school or in my law firms, in different types 
of jobs in all kinds of settings—even as the 
first black governor of Massachusetts—I 
know what it’s like to be different and to have 
folks sometimes around you who don’t un-
derstand. But I want you to know there are 
also people around you who do understand, 
who care about you, who encourage you. 
That has been my experience in every single 
one of those settings, and it will be your ex-
perience too. You need to know, it gets bet-
ter.” To learn more about the It Gets Better 
Project, please visit www.itgetsbetter.org. 
(Bay Windows – Hannah Clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

 
Lesbian activist 
killed in Indiana 
Fairgrounds 
accident
indianapolis, in – Mourners gathered at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds Monday to cele-
brate the life of Christina Santiago and the 
other victims killed in 
last weekend’s stage 
collapse. Santiago, 
29, was one of five 
people who died 
Saturday when stormy 
weather and winds 
rolled through the fair-
grounds, knocking 
over the stage.

Originally from the Bronx, Santiago, 

managed programming for the Lesbian 
Community Care Project at Howard Brown 
Health Center in Chicago. “She was a bright 
star,” HBHC CEO Howard Brown told ABC7 
News in Chicago. “If she were here today—
she would come in and she would still be 
doing her job. She would be thinking about 
what’s next for the community and how to 
help.” “We have lost a fierce warrior and an 
amazing activist,” Rosa Yadira, friend and 
member of Amigas Latinas told the station.

Alisha Brennon, Santiago’s partner of 
more than two years, was seriously injured 
in the stage collapse. Brennon is a graph-
ic designer at a law firm in Chicago’s Loop. 
(365Gay.com – Jennifer Vanasco)

In a twist, Maine 
seeks marriage 
rights with ballot 
effort
Portland, Me – Ever since Election Day 
2009, when Maine voters narrowly defeat-
ed a law legalizing same-sex marriage, sup-
porters have been 
asking what could 
be done. The an-
swer is a little clear-
er—Secretary of State 
Charlie Summers has 
approved the lan-
guage of a proposed 
statute, which allows 
petitioners to begin gathering the 80,000 sig-
natures required to see the statute―”An Act 
to Allow Marriage Licenses for Same-Sex 
Couples and Protect Religious Freedom”―
on the ballot in November 2012.

“I’m grateful to Secretary of State 
Summers for promptly approving the lan-
guage of the proposed law to let same-
sex couples marry in Maine,” said Pastor 
Michael Gray of Old Orchard Beach United 
Methodist Church, one of six original sign-
ers of the initiative petition. “As campaign 
volunteers fan out across the state to col-
lect signatures from their fellow Mainers I ex-
pect they will encounter thousands of willing 
signers who have changed their hearts and 
minds on marriage after getting to know their 
gay and lesbian neighbors, co-workers and 
community members―just as I have done.

“An Act to Allow Marriage Licenses for 
Same-Sex Couples and Protect Religious 
Freedom,” if it qualifies for the 2012 bal-
lot and is approved by voters, would allow 
same-sex couples to obtain marriage li-
censes and legally marry in Maine. The stat-
ute would not require churches or religious 

groups to perform marriages in violation of 
their religious teachings. A political action 
committee was formed to manage the bal-
lot campaign. The Dirigo Family PAC will 
oversee the grassroots signature gathering 
effort while EqualityMaine, Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) and Maine 
Freedom to Marry Coalition partners will 
continue their public education campaign. 
(Bay Windows – Hannah Clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

Arizonians walk 99 
miles for same-sex 
marriage
Phoenix, aZ – It was supposed to be a walk, 
but Meg Sneed, who created the Right to 
Marry Walk, finished the fourth annual event 
advocating marriage 
equality in a chair 
when the walkers re-
turned to Phoenix. 
Sneed said she had 
sprained her ankle 
when she slipped on 
a puddle of water at a 
motel midway through 
this year’s 99-mile walk. A wheelchair was 
found so she could complete the 10-day trek 
across southern Arizona. After delivering 
their message during the heat of the Arizona 
summer, Sneed and other members of the 
17-person Right to Marry team were greet-
ed by a couple of hundred supporters when 
they returned to Phoenix on Aug. 14. With 
the midday temperature reaching 105, the 
group, which stretched a block long, carried 
rainbow flags and American flags as they 
walked the “last mile” to the Arizona Capitol 
for a rally.

“It’s a little crazy to walk 99 miles in 
August, but we think our state is crazy” for 
not offering marriage rights to all of its cit-
izens, Sneed said. She started the walk in 
2008, walking one mile for each year Arizona 
has been a state without marriage equality. 
Arizona Rep. Katie Hobbs (D-LD 15) told the 
walkers that most people in the Legislature 
are on the wrong side of the marriage equali-
ty issue. “This change is going to happen be-
cause of you,” she said.

Walkers visited 18 cities, sharing their 
stories with public officials, faith leaders 
and passersby. Walkers were transported 
between the cities by vans and logged the 
miles in populated areas. Last year, walkers 
visited cities in northern Arizona. This year’s 
walk started on Aug. 5 in Parker and also 
visited Yuma, Casa Grande, Arizona City, 
Eloy, Tucson, Nogales, Sierra Vista, Bisbee, 
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Tombstone, Safford, Thatcher, Pima, Clifton, 
Duncan, Florence and Queen Creek. 
Walkers said the event got more press cov-
erage than in previous years, including a 
couple of Phoenix TV stations that report-
ed on the last mile. (Echo Magazine - Glenn 
Gullickson at echomag.com)

SynergyFest 
swimmers set two 
world records
Cleveland, Oh – SynergyFest, a multi-sport 
festival produced by the Cleveland Synergy 
Foundation, brought 500 people out for com-
petitions as diverse as billiards and swim-
ming. Competitors came from as far away 
as Washington, D.C., St. Louis, and Toronto. 
The annual festival, held July 29-31, saw 
two world records broken in aquatics, as the 
Illinois U.S. Masters Swimming team set new 
certified records in the 400- and 800-meter 
freestyle relay events.

Sporting events began with bowling 
and billiards at the Corner Alley, and swim-
ming, tennis and volleyball at Cleveland 
State University. Competition wrapped up 
on Sunday, and championships were award-
ed. Tennis, swimming and volleyball con-
tests were all sanctioned by the Gay and 
Lesbian Tennis Alliance, United States 
Masters Swimming and the North American 
Gay Volleyball Association, respectively.

Cleveland Synergy Foundation founder 
W. Douglas Anderson was over the moon at 
the turnout for the festival and the level of 
participation. “It was an incredible success,” 
he said. “Two USMS world records were bro-
ken in the aquatics portion of it, the first time 
an LGBT event has had world records bro-
ken.” He also noted that 90 percent of par-
ticipants came from outside Cleveland. “It 
was phenomenal,” Anderson said. The 
Foundation sponsors multi-sports, cultural, 
and philanthropic events for the LGBT com-
munities. It recently settled a lawsuit it filed 
last year against the Gay games for cancel-
ling its contract with Synergy to put on the 
2014 Gay Games. (Gay People’s Chronicle, 
Anthony Glassman at gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

Spouse charged in 
brutal killing of 
partner and toddler 
son
Seattle, Wa – On August 11, Seattleites 
learned of a crime that claimed the life of 
a Gay man and his toddler son, whom he 
was raising with the 
very man charged 
with killing them both. 
On August 16, Dr. 
Louis C. Chen, 39, 
was charged with two 
counts of aggravated 
murder in connection 
with the deaths of his 
partner Eric Cooper, 29, and their 2-year-old 
son, Cooper Chen, in their penthouse apart-
ment. The charges carry a sentence of ei-
ther life in prison without parole or the death 
penalty.’ The prosecutor will decide wheth-
er to seek the death penalty. Prosecutors 
had asked that Chen be held without bail be-
cause he has close ties to his native Taiwan 
and possesses the financial means to flee.

Chen and Cooper met 12 years ago 
when Chen was attending the University 
of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine. 
Cooper was a 17-year-old high-school se-
nior in Tinley Park, Illinois. According to 
news reports in the Seattle Times, Cooper 
ran away from home to be with Chen and 
was described as being ‘head over heels in 
love’ with the man and ‘followed him every-
where.’ While Chen worked on the faculty at 
the University, Cooper earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University. They decid-
ed to have a child through surrogacy, using 
Chen’s sperm and the egg of an anonymous 
Taiwanese woman (carried to term by a sur-
rogate mother from Oregon). Eric Cooper 
adopted the child.

Friends told the Seattle Times that Chen 
had a ‘type A’ personality, while Cooper - 
who was described as ‘very sweet, very nice, 
and extraordinary with their son’ - stayed 
home with the baby. ‘Several friends said 
that while Chen was the dominant person-
ality in the relationship and could be ‘bossy’ 
to Cooper, there were no signs of the kind of 
rage that police say was evident at the crime 
scene,’ the Seattle Times reported. Friends 
said that by the time the couple and their 
son arrived in Seattle - despite many good 
years – they had decided to separate ami-
cably. But something went terribly wrong. 
Charging documents stated that Eric Cooper 
was found dead in the living room and had 
been stabbed at least 100 times. Their son, 

Cooper Chen, was found dead in the bath-
tub. He had suffered numerous cuts to his 
neck. (Seattle Gay News – Shaun Knittel at 
sgn.org)

Man wants charges 
dropped in suicide 
of gay student
new Brunswick, nJ – The defense team 
representing the former Rutgers University 
student accused of 
spying on roommate 
Tyler Clementi is 
seeking dismissal of 
the charges against 
him, citing new evi-
dence. Attorneys for 
Dharun Ravi submit-
ted copies of text mes-
sages, online chats and Twitter postings ex-
changed between Clementi, Ravi and others 
that provide an overview of the days lead-
ing up to Clementi’s September suicide—in-
formation the defense says was not present-
ed to the grand jury that indicted Ravi on 15 
counts, including numerous bias charges.

According to investigators, Ravi re-
motely accessed the webcam in the dorm 
he shared with Clementi and saw his room-
mate having a sexual encounter with anoth-
er man and streamed the video live on the 
Internet, attempting to direct his Twitter fol-
lowers to the feed later. Clementi found out 
about the spying incidents and investigators 
said he began the process of a room change 
but, on Sept. 22, committed suicide by jump-
ing from the George Washington Bridge. 
According to Court documents submitted re-
cently, Clementi came out to his family short-
ly before leaving for college, but was “com-
pletely rejected” by his mother.

Those Court documents state Ravi text-
messaged Clementi at 8:56 p.m., 14 min-
utes after Clementi posted on his Facebook 
that he was going to jump off the bridge. 
“I’ve known you were gay, and I have no 
problem with it,” the text said. “In fact, one 
of my closest friends is gay ... I don’t want 
your freshman year to be ruined because of 
a petty misunderstanding. It’s adding to my 
guilt.” Ravi added he understood if Clementi 
changed rooms but didn’t want him to feel 
pressured. Tension apparently was building 
between the roommates during the first few 
weeks in college, as Clementi chatted with 
friends online about how Ravi would dress in 
the closet because he felt uncomfortable; in 
another online exchange, Clementi ridiculed 
Ravi’s Indian heritage. (Philadelphia Gay 
News – Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

Philly gay center 
drops out of senior 
housing effort
Philadelphia, Pa – Philadelphia’s proposed 
LGBT senior-housing program saw a set-
back last week as the William Way LGBT 
Community Center withdrew its partnership 
from the initiative. The center’s board of di-
rectors voted unanimously to drop out of the 
project, which sought to offer affordable resi-
dences for older adults in a building attached 
to William Way. The Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld 
Fund, which is spearheading the project 
along with development company Pennrose 
Properties, plans to seek another location 
for the residences.

Earlier this summer, the proposal did not 
make the list of initiatives slated to receive 
state tax credits, a major source of funding 
for the $20-million project. Applicants typi-
cally have to submit their proposals sever-
al times before making the cut; applications 
for next year’s funding are due in October. 
However, the center board did not feel the 
improvements to the building that were slat-
ed to accompany the construction of the 
senior residences could be delayed to ac-
commodate the adjusted time frame. The 
proposed agreement would have provided 
about $6 million in renovations to the com-
munity center, including a $2.6-million full re-
hab to the front portion of the building. The 
project would have provided 3,000 addition-
al square footage to the center, including an 
expanded ballroom, new catering kitchen, 
a courtyard and a new library and archive 
space.

Jeff Sotland, co-chair of the center’s 
board of directors, said, “[w] continue to sup-
port the project, but our organizational pri-
orities and the immediate needs of the cen-
ter do not allow us to postpone our strategic 
planning or the renovation of the center for 
another year.” Center executive director 
Chris Bartlett noted the center must make 
immediate repairs to fix leaks and its HVAC 
system, areas of the building that would have 
been rehabbed under the proposed con-
struction plan. (Philadelphia Gay News - Jen 
Colletta at epgn.com) t

BeyOnD the BeLtWay

These news notes have been compiled from the on 
line version of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank those publications that have allowed 
us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports 
have been significantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site mentioned following 
the item. comments are strictly the opinions of Jim 
Becker and not of Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.



8 q BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    AuGuST 26, 2011  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

Church v. State
When the first English settlers arrived in 
Maryland, their purpose was to establish a 
colony where they would be free from reli-
gious persecution. Unlike their neighbors in 
Virginia, who had come equipped with the 
accouterments necessary to refine gold; 
they came to farm. They came to live in a 
new world where they could practice their 
Catholic religion unmolested.

Marriage, then, was  often as simple as 
a vow between two people solemnized by 
the breaking of a piece of monie or a silver 
spoon. While the handful of priests in the 
colony presided over religious weddings, so 
did local magistrates, and the breaking of 
the spoon or the coin was considered val-
id among both civil and ecclesial authorities.

This system worked well for decades, 
civil and religious marriages enjoyed the 

same rights and obligations. However, when 
Oliver Cromwell came to power in England 
all of this changed. In 1653, he declared that 
a Magistrate must perform all marriages, 
church weddings were forbidden. Maryland, 
a colony of England, was subject to that de-
cree. This was the first civil marriage debate 
in Maryland. 

Today the debate is between those who 
believe, as Archbishop O’Brien does, that 
marriage must be between a man and a 
woman, or as Governor O’Malley believes, 
it should be a civil right for all. In a July 20 
letter to Governor O’Malley, O’Brien scold-
ed the Governor saying, “I felt it a serious re-
sponsibility to counterbalance or offset “pol-
itics as usual” with a reminder of our deeply 
rooted conviction that, by its very nature, 
marriage cannot be redefined by executive 
or any other political fiat.”

Roman Catholics take the Archbishop 
seriously, regardless of whether or not they 
agree with his position. He is the most pow-
erful archbishop in the United States; the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore is the premiere See 
of the Roman Catholic Church in America.

The Archbishop of Baltimore takes prece-
dence over all the Archbishops of the United 
States in councils, gatherings, and meetings 
of whatever kind of the Hierarchy regardless 
of the seniority of other Archbishops. Pope 

Pius IX made that decree in 1858, by fiat, and 
it still stands. The entire hierarchy is watch-
ing the manner in which the Archbishop op-
poses marriage equality in Maryland. It will 
be the benchmark of Catholic political oppo-
sition in the rest of the states.

Now the debate takes on a new charac-
ter as two Catholic leaders, Governor Martin 
O’Malley and Archbishop O’Brien, take op-
posite sides of a hotly contested issue. Since 
each of these men are Roman Catholic, they 
are obliged to accept the teachings of the 
Church. But those teachings are at odds on 
both sides.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
is a lengthy tome. But on the matter of free-
dom of conscience, it is clear in a single sen-
tence, “A human being must always obey the 
certain judgment of his conscience.” (1800 
CCC). Moreover, it is toward this tall order 
that each of these men oppose one another, 
not only as persons, but as leaders.

On one level Governor O’Malley just dis-
agrees with the Archbishop, as he said in 
his August 4 reply to him, “on the public is-
sue of granting equal civil marital rights to 
same sex couples, you and I disagree – as I 
shared with you and your colleagues at the 
Catholic Conference during the candidate in-
terview of the last campaign.”

At that time the Governor was mostly a 

silent supporter of marriage equality, speak-
ing openly about his willingness to sign the 
bill, but also saying that he would let the mat-
ter go to the voters. “We should let the peo-
ple decide,” he said near the end of the leg-
islative session.

Similarly, Maryland Catholics for Equality 
are using polls from early February to support 
the view that most Maryland Catholics sup-
port marriage equality (see page 14). They 
bolster their view with a poll conducted by an 
opinion research and communication strate-
gy business that claims unapologetically “We 
win because we have a wealth of experience 
asking the right questions, the right way.”

The will of the people is always a good 
bet when running for office. If Maryland vot-
ers should face a referendum they will be 
voting “yes” or “no.” They will not be vot-
ing based on a strategist’s “wealth of expe-
rience asking the right questions, the right 
way.” Will Catholics for Equality shift from 
their populist stance?

Alternatively, will the Archbishop and the 
lobbying wing of the Church, the Maryland 
Catholic Conference, change their view? 
The Archbishop, in his column in the Catholic 
Review, expressed that view last month. 
“The teachings of the Catholic Church do not 
rise and fall with the polls, or like a song on 
the Billboard Top 40,” he wrote. t
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Real Parenting: Beyond 2012
By van
The last first day is quickly approaching for 
many LGBT parents. After cultivating the 
seed, many parents are now preparing to 
reap the benefits from repeated life lectures 
and sleepless nights triggered by the young 
adult in your life. The senior year in high 
school posses a challenging proposition to 
you and your young adult. Realigning your 
role as parent is imperative to enjoying the 
last year of high school with your young adult.

F.E.A.R., future events appearing real 
will cause a myriad of moods and reactions 
this year. As the older adult, sometimes we 
think we can see the future, especially since 
we have, ‘been there, done that’. You must 
remember this is the life path of an individ-
ual and not your personal project. When 
you wish to ‘prevent’ a situation or manipu-
late the direction of the new adult in their af-
fairs, you should attempt to do the opposite. 
Without being noticeable, one should watch 
from afar, and when you sense difficulty, ap-
proach the situation with a direct or indirect 
question about the matter. For example, if the 
young adult begins procrastinating regarding 
an important task try asking what is their big-
gest concern or fear regarding the matter ver-
sus antagonizing them about consequences 
and deadlines. This will allow him or her to 
express and explore feelings that they may 
not have known existed and take a positive 
approach towards a solution.

On the contrary, badgering may only 
cause anxiety and withdrawal. Stay in the 
moment, and set up an invisible Plan C. Take 
your suggestions, write them down or keep 
them on hand and be prepared to offer these 
‘rescue procedures’ when assistance is re-
quested. Using this technique will make you 
feel less anxious and enable you to help with-
out being overbearing, while practicing letting 
go. This is your young adults’ first taste of real 
life combined with competitive pressure in 

some cases. Projecting your anxieties about 
the future may cause undue stress; therefore, 
make reasonable allowance for mood shifts, 
be mindful of the manifestation of everyone’s 
personal fears. 

No longer at the police station, your 
young adult should be free of interrogation 
and allowed to see the lawyer in you. Free 
consultations are what will boost your bond-
ed relationship. During this stage of life, the 
late stage teen may feel like they can handle 
matters without you, but still desire your input 
from time to time. It is your time to apply, ‘let-
ting go’. If you can, recall showing your child 
how to ride a bike, roller skate, or cook in-
dependently for the first time. Remember let-
ting go of their hand or the seat? You watched 
from afar, and in some instances pretended 
like you were not paying attention to build 
their confidence. Apply the same skill now. 

Wash in cold water. Do not allow the col-
ors to bleed. Manage your emotions and try 
not to allow their emotions take over your 
feelings. Begin to treat them like the friend 
who needs to vent but is not ready for the ad-
vice. As parents, we tend to overkill with ad-
vice and solutions when all your adult wants 
to do is vent and move forward. It may difficult 
to listen to issues that you feel have an obvi-
ous solution. However, it is important that you 
remain silent during the conversation. If you 
are tempted to save the day, compare in and 
share a similar experience, which communi-
cates that you can relate. It may be the same 
story you shared some time ago, but this time 
you can feel free to share the incident with 
the raw emotion you experienced instead of 
using the parental story-lesson model.

2012 is not ‘Doomsday’. From class rings, 
break-ups, college fees to senior proms, you 
and your new adult will graduate with flying 
colors when you redefine your role, view your 
offspring as a new adult, and remain ground-
ed. Congratulations! t

Saturday, September 17, 2011

Tuesday, September 13, 2011

Saturday, September 24, 2011
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Transgender Community Stands with ALL Women

thinKing OUt LOUD

“i am not free while any woman is 
unfree, even when her shackles are very 
different from my own.”

“If you don’t define yourself for yourself 
you will be crushed into other’s fantasies of 
you and eaten alive.”

—audre lorde
Self-definition has 

always been a core 
concept in feminist 
discourse. We are 
who we say we are. 
For example, I am an 
out, lesbian, feminist 
liberation theologian-
turned-attorney. According to some on 
the far left and right, I would not be an 
appropriate example of lesbian or even a 
woman since I am now - single, “femme,” 
menopausal and unable to give birth. 
Luckily though, I get to define who I am. 
There is no test to determine my member 
status as either woman or lesbian. But while 
I get to define who I am, I am not at liberty 
to “crush” others with my definitions of who 
they are.

Another core pillar of feminism has been 
the idea of inclusion. Feminists have fought 
against the patriarchy’s oppression of wom-
en and those that have been excluded from 
the “master’s table.” (This practice of inclu-
sivity is foundational, if not always consis-
tent.) Feminism is about making the tent 
bigger to accommodate more and more op-
pressed groups, hence the inclusion of the 
LGBT community.

At present, our transgender family (the 
T in LGBT) is most excluded from the table. 
Discrimination of and violence against our 
transgender friends and loved ones is still 
appallingly acceptable in this country and 
around the world. The trans community is a 
marginalized and vulnerable sexual minority 
that needs legal protections, just as women, 
the disabled, people of color, lesbians and 
gay men do. This is why a comprehensive 
gender identity civil rights bill has been spon-
sored in the Maryland General Assembly 
every year since 2007. A truncated bill was 
nearly passed in the last session. Although 
inadequate, it would have been a tremen-
dous step forward. It’s unfortunate that it did 
not pass, but we hope that a comprehensive 
bill will be enacted into law next session.

Fears have come to light in the “radical 
feminist” and “radical right” communities that 
gender identity civil rights laws (like the ones 
in Baltimore City and Montgomery County) 

will harm or jeopardize women’s sex-segre-
gated spaces and lead to assaults on non-
trans (cisgender) women in these spaces.

To date, fifteen other states and over a 
hundred other major jurisdictions in the U.S., 

covering 43% of the country’s popula-
tion, are covered under comprehensive 
laws that protect transgender individu-
als. Almost all of these jurisdictions uti-
lize the language previously presented in 
the Maryland Gender Identity bill that we 
hope to pass in this next session of the 
legislature. These protections do not put 
non-trans women at risk.

The gender identity laws, of which 
I’ve spoken above, have been in effect since 
1975. There has not been a single incident of 
a trans woman assaulting a non-trans wom-
an in a sex-segregated space. Nor has there 
been a single incident of a man assaulting a 
woman in such a space claiming in court he 
had the right to do so because he’s trans-
gender. This has not happened in those ju-
risdictions covered by gender identity laws, 
nor has it happened in localities without such 
laws. While fear of being harmed or assault-
ed in a sex-segregated space might be real 
to some non-trans women, they are gener-
ally unfounded. As recent events have dem-
onstrated, it is far more likely that non-trans 
women would assault women of any clas-
sification in sex-segregated spaces! Those 
kinds of assaults are fairly common. Just 
look at the police blotters after Friday and 
Saturday night clubbing in Baltimore City! 
But to believe that a trans woman, who has 
suffered tremendous discrimination to be-
come wholly herself, would harm a non-trans 
woman in a sex-segregated space is patent-
ly absurd.

Assaults on and abuse of women is a se-
rious matter. This is an issue for the whole 
LGBT community. Men and women, lesbi-
ans and gays, straight and trans—all of us 
need to stand up for the safety and dignity 
of women. Likewise, all of us need to stand 
up for the safety and dignity of transgender 
individuals, as Governor O’Malley recent-
ly did. Irrational fears cannot and should not 
define our conversation about gender iden-
tity civil rights legislation. The transgender 
community is not a threat to non-trans wom-
en. Quite the contrary, the transgender com-
munity stands arm-in-arm with the women’s 
community to make inclusivity and self-defi-
nition more acceptable. t

lee ann Hopkins, esquire
Board member, Gender Rights maryland

Do you take HIV 
HAART meds? 
We could save you $$
Did you know that there are manufacturer 
programs to assist with your co-pays for HIV 
HAART meds*?  It’s true! 

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy has been extremely 
effective in assisting our patients on HIV 
HAART medications lower or even eliminate 
their copays.  Who couldn’t use a few more 
dollars these days?  Call us now!

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy 
410-539-8030

* Medicaid, Medicaid MCO, Medicare, and VA patients 
do not qualify for these manufacturer sponsored patient 
assistance programs.  Mt. Vernon Pharmacy would still 
be happy to assist you with your medication needs.  
Contact us today!
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If it’s August, it’s the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival (MWMF), where women from 
across the globe congregate in the woods 
of Michigan to jam to women’s musicians. 
Full disclosure – I’ve never been to MWMF, 
and I am not a big fan of live concerts or 
crowds. I went to Twin Oaks ‘Women’s 
Gathering with an ex-girlfriend back in the 
1990s, and I spent most of the weekend 
complaining about the food. However, I 
support – 100% – my sisters in their desire 
to go to the woods and get sweaty free from 
the male gaze. Have at it.

The issue of transwomen participation at 
MWMF has become more contentious over 
time. For a number of years, transpeople 
and their allies gathered at an event, Camp 
Trans, held just outside the Festival grounds 
at the same time as MWMF, where they also 
hosted musicians, speakers and workshops. 
Recently, a contingent within Camp Trans 
decided to pursue crashing MWMF and/or 
forcing MWMF to welcome them as their 
only goals. To that end, some supporters of 
“trans inclusion” bought transwomen tickets 
to MWMF, escorted them on to the grounds, 
and helped conduct “inclusion” events.

MWMF was clearly formed for females, 
to give females space away from males. In 
these unfortunate gender queer theory/post 
modern feminism days, though, the word 
“women” has lost its original meaning (i.e., 
female). Hence, the demands for transwom-
en to attend MWMF.

All of this, of course, overlooks the plain 
and simple truth – this event takes place on 
private property, and no one has a right to go 
there except the people the organizers in-
vite. And if they only want to invite females, 
they have a right – no matter how much this 
hurts people’s feelings.

Let’s review the law. All states ban dis-
crimination based on “public accommoda-
tions” based on race, sex and religion and 
the like. This means that no one can dis-
criminate against you in accommodations 
accessible to the public based on those 
characteristics.

This is a good thing. In a civil society, 
we want to eliminate irrational discrimination 
than bans people from accessing spaces 
deemed “public accommodations.” Our so-
ciety benefits from freedom of movement in 
and access to public spaces, and from the 

exchanges that can occur between differ-
ent kinds of people in those public spaces. 
However, these statutes generally provide 
exceptions for what I will call “truly private 
places.” MWMF is a perfect example of an 
event segregated by sex and occurs on pri-
vate property as a private event. It is a tru-
ly private place.

Michigan law provides that a person 
cannot “(d)eny an individual the full and 

equal enjoyment of the goods, services, fa-
cilities, privileges, advantages, or accom-
modations of a place of public accommo-
dation or public service because of religion, 
race, color, national origin, age, sex, or mar-
ital status.” “Place of public accommoda-
tion” means a business, or an education-
al, refreshment, entertainment, recreation, 
health, or transportation facility, or institution 
of any kind, whether licensed or not, whose 
goods, services, facilities, privileges, advan-
tages, or accommodations are extended, of-
fered, sold, or otherwise made available to 
the public.

Michigan law goes even further than 
other states, stating that places of public ac-
commodation also includes the facilities of 
certain private clubs like country clubs, golf 
clubs, boating or yachting clubs, sports or 
athletic clubs, and dining clubs. However, 
the law does not apply to other private clubs 
or other establishments not in fact open to 
the public. That is, the law does not apply to 
truly private places – like MWMF.

Private property, private clubs. People 
have the right to assembly privately and to 
talk amongst themselves. This is a good 
thing, because it gives people the choice 
to form their own private networks. This is 
good for females, as we need a break from 
the overwhelming male-dominated focus of 
the world (think Virginia Wolf and a room 
of one’s own). And although it might make 
you “feel bad,” that is not reason enough 
to deprive people of their right to assemble 
privately.

As a feminist, I support people’s rights 
to assemble privately by whatever interest 
group they choose in keeping with the law 
– even if this means I am not invited. When 
you DEMAND access to truly private female 
space like MWMF, are you also saying that 
you think a Christian should crash a meet-
ing of Muslims in a truly private place? How 
about a white power racist demanding ac-
cess to a Black Panthers meeting in a truly 
private place? What if I stopped by a trans* 
only support group meeting at the GLCCB? 
Is that okay? Should I stop by?

Exercising dominion over people’s truly 
private places is what dictators do. Is that 
who you want to be? t

2004 proved to be a watershed in the gay 
rights movement. Former President George 
W. Bush publicly backs the federal mar-
riage amendment, which would ban same 
sex marriage in all 50 
states. Exploiting ig-
norance and preju-
dice, the GOP won 
a number of feder-
al, state and local 
elections by align-
ing themselves with 
such vitriol. The 
President won re-
election again by the skin of his teeth in part 
because of his public opposition to the free-
dom to marry.

It was a successful ruse indeed. The 
most nauseating factor in this clear exploita-
tion of ignorance was the wild assertion that 
spouting prejudice against gays was ok be-
cause the Bible says so. Conservative gov-
ernment candidates and officials across the 
nation used their religious belief as cover to 
verbally bash gays in the media. During the 
Bush years, the news media and pundits 
were rather quiet on this rampant homopho-
bia. It’s 2011, the tables are finally turning.

During Pierce Morgan’s interview with 
former GOP senatorial candidate from 
Delaware, Christine O’Donnell, homopho-
bia reared its head again, only to be met 
with resistance. Morgan aggressively asks 
questions about O’Donell’s anti gay lean-
ings, which she refuses to answer. She 
leaves the set in haste, angered by the in-
terviewer’s persistence. According to the 
candidate and her supporters, religious 
faith dictates her thoughts and ideas about 
gay people.

Michele Bachmann espouses the same 
line when she speaks about gay issues. 
She is joined by hosts of elected officials 
and party talking heads in her excuse to 
verbally bash gays publicly.

I venture to say that if these people were 
as vocal about their thoughts on race, their 
rhetoric would be measured. Although a 
few of the candidates have a documented 
historical affiliation with pro slavery, con-
federate sympathizing Christian groups, I 
doubt they would publicly express disdain 

for African Americans or any oth-
er people of color. At times, their 
targets regarding race seemed 
to be aimed at Latino immi-
grants. The “guard our borders” 
movement has many conserva-
tive types within it as well as tea 
party loyalists.

However, I doubt any of the 
candidates would express dis-
dain publicly of any group of 

color. We would shudder at the notion that 
somebody would use the Bible or their re-
ligion to espouse a racial hatred. There 
are people who do (read: David Duke and 

the KKK/ identi-
ty Christians) and 
they are usually are 
marginal and rarely 
taken seriously.

If this is the 
case, why does it 
seem like we are 
just crossing the 
threshold of public-

ly shunning homophobia? There are those 
in conservative circles bashing gays pub-
licly using the cover of religious belief. The 
use of any belief system to denigrate peo-
ple and deny them equal rights is abhorrent. 
Gays can no longer stand by while pseudo 
religious public figures use language which 
puts them in harms ways. Words that are 
used to invoke anger and blame against 
groups perceived as other have danger-
ous effects in society. Rejecting defamation 
publicly and unequivocally is the first step 
in promoting respect for human dignity. We 
must never give an inch in this.

Even as we have gay icons on TV, we 
have push back regarding the equality 
agenda. People cite Biblical chapter and 
verse to deny rights. Regardless of belief, 
there is no excuse for discrimination in the 
law. We are at a crossroads of understand-
ing. A person’s faith or lack thereof should 
never be used to deny basic rights and free-
doms. We must be clear about that.

As the 2012 presidential campaign 
speeds on, I am sure we will hear more wild 
rhetoric from the Republican field. We have 
Rick Perry who says that Texans would deal 
with the chairman of the Fed if he came to 
Texas. We also have Michele Bachmann 
wishing Elvis a happy birthday on the anni-
versary of his death. Bachmann’s husband 
owns a clinic where therapy includes “pray-
ing away the gay.” Anti gay agendas will in-
evitably present themselves again. The 
question remains: are we ready, willing and 
able to appropriately make it very uncom-
fortable for people to say God says it’s okay 
to be antigay? t

Ladybug’s
Political

Sniffdown
Cathy Brennan

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

The Dangers of a 
Convenient Enemy: 
It’s OK to be Anti-
Gay if God Says So



12 q BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    AuGuST 26, 2011  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

WHERE: THE BACKDOOR LOUNGE  @  5801 PULASKI HWY, BALTIMORE, MD 21205

**

BOY’S NIGHT OUT!!!
IN THE BUFF

WHAT:  BALTIMORE’S ONLY 
GAY MALE REVUE

WHEN:  THURSDAY NIGHTS. 
DOORS OPEN @ 8PM 
SHOW STARTS @ 9PM

PRIVATE PARKING, PRIVATE REAR  ENTRANCE VIA THE RED CARPET, IN THE BACK OF THE GOLD CLUB ADULT 
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX. PRIVATE PARTY, UPSCALE NIGHTCLUB/LOUNGE SETTING FIT FOR A KING, (AND ALL 
THE KING’S MEN). 

LOOK FOR OUR DRINK SPECIALS, PLUS FULL FOOD MENU, & GOOD TIMES!!!

WHY:  LET THE BOYS ... BE BOYS!!!
FOR INFO: 410 483 3356   
ENTERTAINER INFO: 443 922 9524
www.BackdoorLoungeBaltimore.com

FREE ADMISSION WITH AD UNTIL 8/25/2011

WATCH FOR THE NEW FALL 
SCHEDULE STARTING AUGUST 25

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

**
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Circumcision Debate
hello Dr. eva,

I’ve been reading up on San Francisco 
and a group’s attempt to make circumcision 
illegal until the age of 18 years old for males. 
There will be a vote on the issue in November. 
I looked on-line and actually watched a cir-
cumcision and became ill. I couldn’t believe 
it’s allowable to tie a human being down and 
do a surgery. The baby sounded in dire pain 
flailing with all his limbs. I’ve never chosen 
to be tied down that I am aware of and am 
shocked to see this was done to me!

The group in San Francisco says the Dr’s 
cut off half your penis and most of your plea-
sure nerve endings. This all scares me. 

Can you help me understand why this 
practice was done to me? Thank you so 
much for your time and effort.

your Friend,  
Confused and Concerned

Dear Friend, 
First of all, let’s get the facts straight. 

Male circumcision consists of removing the 
foreskin, the last inch of the loose skin, which 
covers the penis. (In an uncircumcised male 
the foreskin is longer than the penis when 
the penis is not erect.) The sexual sensation 
nerve endings are in the penis, not the fore-
skin. No part of the penis is removed in a 
circumcision.

I learned to do circumcisions as part of 
my training as a family practice physician. 
The idea of restraining the child is to keep 
flailing legs and arms out of the way and de-
crease the risk of an accidental injury. It’s 
my impression from watching circumcisions 
and performing them that infants are up-
set as much by being restrained as by hav-
ing the circumcision done. They often cry 
more when the restraints are fastened than 
when the circumcision is done. Some even 
fall asleep during the process. Most cry, and 
stop crying when the restraints are taken off. 

It is possible to provide local anesthesia 
for circumcision, although it’s questionable 
whether the pain of the injections involved in 
giving the anesthesia is less or more than 
the pain that is prevented. Although I ad-
mit I have never had one, from observation 
I would compare the pain of infant circumci-

sion with the pain of body piercing or tattoo-
ing, which are done without anesthesia.

As far as the question of whether sexual 
pleasure is diminished by circumcision, men 
who have had adult circumcision for phimo-
sis (tight foreskin) say it is not. Given the 
natural importance that men place on sex-
ual pleasure, if they were a great difference 
in sensation after circumcision, I don’t think 
that there would be the massive numbers of 
men in Africa volunteering for circumcision 
that there are today.

Research has shown that circumcision 
decreases the risk of a man becoming infect-
ed with HIV by 60%. Because of this, there is 
huge demand for circumcision now in south-
ern Africa, the area of the world where HIV is 
most common. In 2010, 350,000 African men 
chose to be circumcised as adults, three 
times more than in the prior year (2009).

Circumcision’s effectiveness in helping 
to prevent HIV infection was certainly not 
known when you were born. (Depending on 
your age, HIV may not even have been dis-
covered at that time.) Even so, especially if 
you are in a high-risk group for HIV (such as 
being a man who has sex with men, or a res-
ident of Baltimore or Washington DC), I think 
your parents made the right decision for you 
although they did not know it at the time. At 
the same time, I want to make it clear that 
circumcision does not eliminate the need for 
condom use, which reduces the risk of HIV 
much more than circumcision does.

There are other benefits of circumcision. 
Circumcised men are much less likely to get 
penis cancer – this cancer occurs almost ex-
clusively in uncircumcised men. Circumcised 
men do not develop phimosis, a painful con-
dition in which the foreskin becomes narrow 
and cannot be retracted over the penis, re-
sulting in a need for circumcision in adult-
hood. Also, female partners of circumcised 
men are less likely to get cervical cancer.

It is unfortunate that the practice of clito-
ridectomy and labial fusion, in which a wom-
an’s or girl’s clitoris is removed and her labia 
sewn together, has been referred to as “fe-
male circumcision.” There is no comparison 
between the two. The equivalent of “female 
circumcision” in males would be to remove 
the entire penis and sew the scrotum over 
the area, leaving just enough opening for uri-
nation. I think you’ll agree that male circum-
cision is nothing like that.

Dr. eva
Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 

chase Brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email at 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

heaLth anD WeLLneSS
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 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America

Faith

Maryland Catholics for Equality 
Oppose Archbishop Obrien
Maryland Catholics for Equality said in 
an August 19 statement that Archbishop 
O’Brien’s political pressure “is both inap-
propriate and a bad use of his time, while 
churches and schools are closing due to 
lack of funding.” They say that the majori-
ty of Catholics stand by Governor O’Malley. 

In July Archbishop O’Brien wrote in the 
Catholic Review 
that, “marriage can-
not be redefined by 
executive or any 
other political fiat. 
That prompted my 
writing the gov-
ernor prior to his 
public reversal on 
the issue, urging 
him toward a moral rather than a political 
course.” On July 20, the Archbishop wrote 
to Governor O’Malley urging him to “refrain 
from using the power of your office to pro-
mote the redefinition of Marriage.” Governor 
O’Malley’s response to that letter is avail-
able in its entirety in the Faith section of the 
August 12 issue of Baltimore OUTloud.

Manley Calhoun, Maryland Catholics 
for Equality State Chair said, “Archbishop 
O’Brien, on this political issue, clearly 
doesn’t speak for Maryland Catholics.”

Catholics for Equality point to an opinion 
poll published in February that concludes 
that 55% of Catholics in Maryland support 
civil marriage and that the approval rating 
among Maryland Catholics is 7% higher 
than the state at large. 

That poll was conducted by Grove 
Insight during this winter’s Legislative ses-

sion. Grove Insight is an Oregon based 
opinion research and communication strat-
egy business that specializes in advancing 
progressive candidates and causes. 

A win seemed apparent when Equality 
Maryland published that data on February 
11, just after the he Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act moved out of 

committee to the full 
Senate for a suc-
cessful win in that 
body. Subsequently 
the bill died in 
the House of 
Delegates.

This year, 
however, mar-
riage equality has 

not only support, but also sponsorship by 
Maryland’s Catholic Governor.

Mr. Calhoun said, “We’re proud to have 
a Catholic governor who understands that 
as a public official, he serves the people of 
Maryland, not the will of any one religious 
institution, especially his own,” and he com-
pared Governor O’Malley to Catholic lead-
ers like President John F. Kennedy.

Catholics for Equality criticized 
Archbishop O’Brien for not recognizing the 
important difference between civil mar-
riage and religious marriage. Catholics for 
Equality Executive, Phil Attey said, “It is as 
inappropriate for a bishop to give orders to 
a governor on what legal contracts the state 
should honor as it would be for a governor 
to tell a bishop what children he’s allowed to 
baptize.” t

Sing a New Song
United Methodists from all over the globe 
are gathering in Ohio, August 25-28, to plan 
for more openness to lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender (LGBT) Christians in the 
church. Close to 500 supporters will “Sing 
a New Song” at the convocation, at Sawmill 
Creek Resort in Huron, Ohio.

The Reverend Nancy J Webb, Associate 
Pastor at Grace United Methodist Church 
in Baltimore, Maryland, will represent the 
Baltimore area.

“As a long time resident of Baltimore, 
Maryland and a United Methodist, I am 
thrilled to be going to Ohio to join with United 
Methodists from around the world to plan for 
a more inclusive church. Our ‘Sing A New 
Song’ conference is the first step toward 
General Conference in late April/May 2012 
where our theme, ‘Love Your Neighbor,’ will 
help delegates vote for policies that reflect 
the diversity of God’s people.”

“The Spirit is opening people’s hearts,” 
said Troy Plummer, executive director of 
Reconciling Ministries Network. “Lutherans, 
Episcopalians, and Presbyterians have 
joined the United Church of Christ in or-
daining candidates based on their ability 
for ministry, rather than their sexual orien-
tation or gender identity. We know that God 

is opening the hearts of United Methodists 
and all people of faith as well.”

“The church works hard to fulfill Christ’s 
commandment to love your neighbor,” said 
Jill A. Warren, executive director of the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action. 
“United Methodists support human rights 
for all people, including LGBT people. I pray 
for a day when we can all work together to 
bring peace to war torn countries and to be 
good stewards of God’s creation, as fully-in-
clusive United Methodist neighbors.”

Tim Tennant-Jayne, spokesperson 
for Affirmation united Methodists said, 
“Friends, families, bishops, clergy and la-
ity are joining together and speaking out. 
Like Saint Paul on the road to Damascus, 
they have been changed from judgment to 
love. We are all going to Ohio to worship, 
sing and plan so that the next generation 
can say to us when the doors are open to 
everyone, ‘well done thou good and faith-
ful servant.’”

The three national organizations that are 
collaborating on this effort are Reconciling 
Ministries Network, Methodist Federation 
for Social Justice, and Affirmation: united 
Methodist. t

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

“Archbishop O’Brien, 
on this political 
issue, clearly doesn’t 
speak for Maryland 
Catholics.”
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts,  
open minds, and open doors. Being a lesbian, gay,  

bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Grace Church will host the quarterly meeting of BWARM, 
Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling Methodists, on 
Saturday, September 10 from 9:30 a. m. to noon. We will 
begin with coffee and refreshments, followed by worship 
in the sanctuary. The preacher will be the Reverend Amy 
Peed McCullough, senior pastor at Grace. Discussion 
will follow. Join us for all or part of the morning activities.

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraCeUnitedMethodist.orG

All Are Welcome!
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREENLiveLy artS // iMUSIC

iMusic: Michelle Bachmann’s iPod
By gregg ShaPirO

In addition to Anita Bryant, Stryper, Buju 
Banton, Smoking Popes, Eminem, Pedro 
The Lion, Rosie Thomas, Danielson Famile 
and Switchfoot, it’s a safe bet that some of 
the following artists can probably be found 
in the playlists on Michelle Bachmann’s 
iPod.

Music for home-
schooled shut-ins, 
Owl City’s new disc 
all Things Bright and 
Beautiful (Universal 
Republic) picks up 
where Bachmann’s 
fellow Minnesotan 
Adam Young left off 
with his 2009 major-
label debut Ocean 
eyes. Rocking a bit 
harder than before, 
Owl City still employs 
idiotic and immature 
puns and clichés in “Honey and The Bee” 
and “The Real World,” for example. Less 
than subtle religious references abound in 
“Angels,” “Galaxies” and “Hospital Flowers.” 
Want to be really scared? This twat uses a 
recording of Ronald Reagan’s voice (re: 
the Challenger explosion) on “January 28, 
1986.” Ronald EFFING Reagan! Can’t you 
just picture Bachmann shaking her bony 
booty to this junk?

Politician that she is, Bachmann must 
surely appreciate the way that Fox’s tacky 
talent show American Idol allows the cit-
izens of the United States to have their 
say. No doubt the various artists compila-
tion american idol, 10th anniversary – The 
Hits: Volume 1 (19/RCA/Jive) is in heavy ro-
tation on her iPod. Down-home diva Carrie 
Underwood (“Before He Cheats”), Kelly 
Clarkson (“Since U Been Gone”), Daughtry 
(“Home”), Taylor Hicks (“Taking’ It To The 
Streets”) and, of course, Ruben Studdard 
(“Superstar”) are sure to be faves. But she 
probably skips selections by homo hea-
thens such as Clay Aiken, whom she prob-
ably wishes was as “Invisible” as his song 
, and 21st century Boy George Adam 
Lambert (“Whataya Want From Me”).

Even though the Cold War Kids mu-
sic probably isn’t to her taste, Bachmann 
was likely relieved to discover that gui-
tarist Jonathan Russell is the son of an 
Evangelical Christian preacher. On mine is 
Yours (Downtown/DGC/Interscope), Cold 
War Kids sing about having their faith tested 

(“Royal Blue”), trials and treasures (the title 
tune), taking a leap of faith (“Finally Begin”), 
a “new prophet” (“Out of the Wilderness”), 
and so on, sounding like a cross (!) between 
U2 and Kings of Leon.

Does Bachmann dig Josh Groban? 
Does Sarah Palin shriek “You betcha!”? 

Listening to his poper-
atic voice makes her 
feel as if she might ex-
plode like the Chicken 
Lady on “Kids In The 
Hall.” In spite of being 
about that modern day 
Sodom and Gomorrah, 
“Bells of New York 
City,” from Groban’s 
illuminations (143/
Reprise) sounds like 
Christmas. Deeply sus-
picious of Galileo the 
man, and despite her 
misgivings, Bachmann 

is surprised to find herself humming along 
to the song “Galileo (Someone Like You).” 
Songs such as “Hidden Away,” “Love Only 
Knows,” “War At Home,” “London Hymn” 
and “Straight To You” (heck, any songs with 
the words hymn and straight in the title) fill 
her with that special feeling.

If Bachmann had a secret musical love, 
what would it be? Golly, gee, that Matthew 
Morrison on “Glee” sure is a hunky spec-
imen of manhood. But gee whiz could his 
self-titled Mercury CD be any more boring 
or derivative? His original compositions, in-
cluding “Summer Rain,” “My Name” and 
“It’s Over,” all have a vaguely familiar ring to 
them, as if he thought the only way to write 
a song was to imitate what someone else 
did. And did much better. Even worse, duets 
with Sting (“Let your Soul Be Your Pilot”), 
Gwyneth Paltrow (“Somewhere Over The 
Rainbow”) and (again with the gays!) Elton 
John (the “Mona Lisas and Mad Hatters/
Rocket Man” medley) are lackluster.

Why, it’s enough to drive someone to lis-
ten to the latest Glee: The music – Volume 
6/Season Two (Columbia). Bachmann could 
justify it because of the Fox connection. The 
interpretations of Fleetwod Mac classics 
such as “Dreams,” “Songbird” and “Go Your 
Own Way,” brings back a flood of memories 
from her misspent youth. But one listen to 
the Glee kids take on Lady Gaga’s “Born 
This Way” is bound to send Bachmann run-
ning for the medicine cabinet and her stash 
of Seroquel XR. t

Final Destination 5: Good Movie, Great 3D!
By ChUCK DUnCan
Okay, stop me if you’ve heard this one be-
fore. A group of people find themselves on a 
bus, one of them has a vision of disaster and 
begs them to get off the bus. Some leave, 
some stay, disaster occurs, they all die … 
but they don’t really because it was just a 
warning that gets replayed in real life, and 
the survivors have cheated death. Death al-
ways wants what it was supposed to have 
and they all begin to die, one-by-one, un-
der mysterious and bizarre circumstances. 

Yes, if you’ve seen any of the Final 
Destination movies, you know the plot. The 
first movie’s set-up featured an airplane di-
saster, the second was a spectacular mul-
tiple vehicle accident, the third was a roll-
ercoaster and the fourth took place at a 
racetrack. Now we have a bus and a bridge. 
In 3D!

There is a lot of grumbling about the 
horrid use of 3D in a lot of movies these 
days, especially with the crappy conversion 
process, and I’ve argued that in the right 
hands and used properly, 3D can enhance 
a movie immeasurably. In the case of Final 
Destination 5, the only way you should see 
this movie is in 3D (yes, it’s real 3D and not 
some sloppy conversion). Do you want to 
see metal rods practically poking you in the 
eye (after they’ve just poked someone’s eye 
out on screen)? You get that and more. It’s 
quite graphic with gallons of blood practical-
ly dripping off of your 3D glasses, but it’s all 
pretty comical as well (not that death is fun-
ny, but these movies are all about how cre-
ative each death can be).

The cast, from young stars Nicholas 
D’Agosto (a super cutie), Emma Bell and 
Miles Fisher (an eerie Tom Cruise looka-
like) to seasoned vets David Koechner and 
Courtney B. Vance, acquits themselves well 
for this type of movie. It’s certainly not a 

movie you go to for the acting, but they all 
manage to bring some gravitas to their roles. 
It’s also great to see Tony Todd reprising his 
role once again as the coroner who seems 
to know much more about what’s going on 
than he lets on, and this time out he even 
manages to impart some new information on 
how those who cheated death once can ac-
tually cheat death a second time.

The special effects, from the spectacu-
lar bridge collapse to the final moment are 
awesome and look even better in 3D. If you 
have a serious fear of heights (or bridges), 
you really feel like you’re looking forty feet 
down into a river. Director Steven Quale 
certainly knows his way around a 3D shoot 
having worked with James Cameron on 
Aliens of the Deep and Avatar. 

The script by Eric Heisser and Jeffrey 
Reddick keeps things moving along at a 
brisk pace and they’ve managed to uphold 
the tradition of giving characters last names 
associated with famous genre directors 
like (William) Castle, (William) Friedkin and 
(Tobe) Hooper this time around. Besides 
the new twist mentioned above, the final 
moments of the film will definitely blow the 
minds of long-time fans of the series.

Let’s be honest here … Final Destination 
5 is not meant to be anything but pure enter-
tainment. It’s not going for any awards glo-
ry (at least not mainstream awards), but it’s 
sure to be a crowd-pleaser. I had the best 
time at the screening with an audience that 
was fully engaged by the movie. I expected 
a lot of chatter during the film, but they were 
generally quiet, on edge, waiting for the 
next victim to fall. It’s great to share that ex-
perience with a crowd; to scream, to laugh, 
to gasp, to jump all at the same time. Final 
Destination 5 will never be considered a 
“great” movie, but it delivers some great en-
tertainment and that’s all you can ask for. t
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and near!
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Take Exit 5 towards Crownsville. Go to 3rd light and turn right  

onto Crownsville Road. Go 1 1/2 miles to Fair on left.
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Rain or Shine

OPENS!
SATURDAY
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By gregg ShaPirO
Showman and schlock/horror-master 

William Castle is given his due in Jeffrey 
Schwarz’s respectful 2007 doc “Spine 
Tingler!: The William Castle Story” (Automat 
Pictures), which has arrived on DVD. 
Featuring marvelous vintage film footage 
and informative interviews with renaissance 
man John Waters, filmmakers Jon Landis 
and Joe Dante, film critic Leonard Maltin, 
Castle’s daughter Terry and Castle himself, 
among others, “Spine Tingler!” is a frightful-
ly fitting tribute.

Often described as the poor man’s, 
low-rent Alfred Hitchcock, Castle was born 
in 1914 and orphaned at 11. A high school 
dropout who was addicted to applause and 
attracted to storytelling, Castle had chutz-
pah and liked to create controversy, begin-
ning with the manipulation of the press.

He loved all aspects of filmmaking, get-
ting his film start in the B-movie circuit. But 
his big break occurred when her worked with 
Orson Welles on 1947’s “The Lady From 
Shanghai.” The same year he met his wife 
Ellen, who was a major influence on his life. 
During the 1950s, Castle made westerns, 
melodramas, sword & sandal pix. However, 

his creative turning point took place 
after seeing the 1955 French thriller 
“Diabolique,” which inspired him to 
direct horror films. In 1958, he shot 
“Macabre” in one week. Not only did 
he pioneer exploitation films, but he 
set a new standard when his film, 
which cost $100k to make earned 
$2 million at the box office.

Always looking for a gimmick, 
he employed the first in a series with 
Emergo in 1959’s “House On Haunted Hill,” 
which starred Vincent Price. His big box of-
fice track record led him back to Columbia 
Pictures where he made “The Tingler,” also 
in 1959 and also with Price, featuring the 
Percepto gimmick.

“13 Ghosts,” featuring Illusion-o followed 
in 1960, with “Homicidal” and its Fright 
Break money-back guarantee and tranny 
killer in 1961. The gimmick in 1964’s “Strait-
Jacket” was none other than a murderous, 
ax-wielding Lucy played by none other than 
Joan Crawford herself, with Diane Baker as 
her daughter. One of Castle’s biggest proj-
ects was producing “Rosemary’s Baby” at 
Paramount. With Roman Polanski direct-
ing, the film allowed Castle to move into the 

big leagues, becom-
ing an A-list producer. 
But the “Rosemary’s 
Baby” curse (death 
and illness effecting 
many involved with the 
project) that followed 
took its toll on him.

And so began 
his downhill slide, 
which included 1974’s 
“Shanks” starring 
mime Marcel Marceau 
in a speaking role, no 
less. Toward the end 

of his life, Castle enjoyed a career as a bit 
actor in big films such as “Shampoo” and 
“Day of the Locust,” but his health was fail-
ing and he died in 1977. The DVD of “Spine 
Tingler!” includes more than five hours of bo-
nus material.

A throwback to classic ‘70s horror pix 
such as “Burnt Offerings” (starring Karen 
Black AND Bette Davis) and “The Exorcist,” 
“Insidious” (Sony) stars Patrick Wilson as 
teacher Josh, the patriarch of the Lambert 
clan. His wife Renai (Rose Byrne) is a mu-
sic therapist and songwriter. Josh and 
Renai have two school-age sons and a baby 
daughter.

As the family unpacks and settles into 
their new home, a serious unusual events 

begin to take place, culminating in son 
Dalton (Ty Simpkins) falling off a ladder and 
hitting his head on attic floor and slipping 
into a coma. Three months later Dalton is still 
comatose and more bizarre occurrences are 
taking place, including bloody handprints on 
bedsheets, strange voices and sounds em-
anating from the baby monitor and men ap-
pearing on the front porch and in various 
rooms of the house.

The next thing you know, the family 
has relocated and Josh’s mother Lorraine 
(Barbara Hershey) is helping Renai unpack 
boxes. And wouldn’t you know it, some of 
the things that happened in the other house 
are happening again in the new house. Turns 
out, it wasn’t the house that was haunted. It’s 
Dalton!

Lorraine arranges for her psychic friend 
Elise (Lin Shaye) to pay a visit, get a reading 
on the situation and help the family. Elise’s 
arrival is also a chance for Josh to learn 
more about himself than he ever knew, in-
cluding his childhood ability to astral proj-
ect, a trait that Dalton inherited from him. In 
order to save Dalton from the demons after 
his soul, Josh must join Dalton in that oth-
er world, risking both his and Dalton’s lives. 
Scary stuff! Blu-ray Special Features in-
clude “Horror 101: The Exclusive Seminar,” 
cast and crew interviews in “On Set with 
Insidious” and more. t

that presents an insider’s take on all that de-
licious gossip going on in Hollywood, his 
personal anecdotes about his favorite stars, 
and his masterful vocal impressions, that ap-
peal to audiences both gay and straight.

Nevins, a native New Yorker who began 
his show-biz career in the clubs of NYC, is 
now an Award Winning TV personality and 
comedian (known as the “Hilarious Hottie” 
from TruTV’s hit show “The Smoking Gun 
Presents”), Instinct magazine cover guy and 
a critically acclaimed live performer.

His work always keeps him busy, and 
he frequently hits both coasts within short 
periods of time. Nevins summed up to 
Baltimore OUTloud (the media sponsor for 
his Spotlighters show) his frenetic schedule 
since his last visit here.

“I have been touring the country and 
Canada with my live shows, appear-
ing on truTV’s hit show ‘The Smoking Gun 
Presents,’ co-hosting and co-producing with 
Ryan O’Connor (from Oprah’s Your OWN 
Show), the weekly Monday night event 

‘Musical Mondays Los Angeles,’ which fea-
tures videos of Broadway’s best musical 
numbers and live performance from some of 
theater’s hottest talent at Eleven Nightclub in 
West Hollywood.”

In his personal life, Scott Nevins beams 
that he’s “become a Godfather (insert 
Marlon Brando impression!) to the cutest lit-
tle monster named Ozzie. I’m obsessed with 
this kid! I mean, we all act like he invented 
breathing; we’re disgusting with him!”

He adds with tongue planted firmly in his 
cheek, “I’m single and thinking of going on 
Millionaire Matchmaker to find real love…be-
cause anyone getting set up on a blind date 
with a millionaire is looking for REAL love.”

A large component of his act is his an-

ecdotal dish on Hollywood celebrities. “I’ve 
had a chance to work with a whole list of new 
crazy celebrities, which means new crazy 
stories,” Nevins says.

“Having my godson in my life has giv-
en me so much new material, too. The sto-
ry of his Baptism is a hilarious show on its 
own! Plus my adventures with dating in Los 
Angeles (East Coast people ask you out to 
dinner; West Coast people ask you out for a 
hike! Everyone is so damn healthy!!) and so 
much more. I also do people’s favorite parts 
from my other shows as well as all of the ce-
leb impressions.”

Scott Nevins fondly recalls his stint in 
Baltimore two years ago and the Spotlighters 
audience in particular. “I loved them,” he 
says enthusiastically. “I was afraid they 
were going to be very reserved but boy was 
I wrong! They went with me on every joke, 
every story, and every impression and didn’t 
hold back! I love audiences like that, it make 
the show fun for me!”

He calls himself a news/politics junkie 
but Nevins keeps that aspect of his life out 
of his shows. “I think people come to a show 
to escape all of the junk going on in the real 

world. I do a lot of outreach work for LGBT 
issues, especially those dealing with LGBT 
youth. I think it’s our responsibility to look 
out for the younger generation in the com-
munity. I was lucky to have a few incredible 
role models in my life and I hope in some 
small way I can do the same for someone 
out there.”

Scott Nevins is happy to lend his talent 
to help others. “These two special shows are 
benefits to raise money to help with the res-
toration of the Spotlighters Theatre. I’m a big 
fan of the work that Spotlighters and theaters 
like it do and try to support keeping live per-
formances alive as we lose arts and music in 
more and more schools.”

And he has a special word for our male 
readers. “I’d like to remind any handsome, 
sane, single man in Baltimore that I am sin-
gle…and looking for real love…if you’re a 
millionaire!”

Scott Nevins’ “One Night Stand” benefit 
takes place at the Spotlighters Theatre, 817 
St. Paul St., Baltimore 21202, September 9 
and 10 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are only $25 per 
person. To purchase tickets, visit www.spot-
lighters.org. t

SCOtt nevinS retUrnS
– continued from page 1

LiveLy artS // OUT ON DVD

Screen Savor: Oh, the Horror!
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LiveLy artS // RADICAL ART

LiveLy artS

Leah B.—and Her Brain at the 
Charm City Art Space
On Friday August 26, the Charm City 
Art Space presents Leah B.—and Her 
Brain for a return engagement after a 
successful engagement at Baltimore’s 
favorite anarchist venue, Red Emma’s. 

On August 16, Leah B. (—and Her 
Brain) performed solo with a keen 
sense of balance between the spo-
ken word and musical expression. Her 
timing, exposition, and diction (mod-
ern performers often overlook diction) 
were precise. It was a marriage of the 
spoken word with musical sensibili-
ties not often associated with Punk. 
Leah’s bold message proclaims, in her 
words, “Continued empowerment [that] 
will absolutely conquer terms such as 
‘birth defect’, ‘mental ailment’, and ‘dis-
ease’ that have plagued those within 
the trans community.”

This repeat performance offers 
that and more. It is a proclamation of 

empowerment, devoid of dreary and sad, 
but spiced with an anger that she is not 
reticent to shout, with defiance. This time 
she brings backup.

Shawna Potter of Hollaback Baltimore 
will perform at the Charm City Art Space 
also. Hollaback is a movement dedicat-
ed to ending street harassment. They 
are voice behind the upcoming Slutwalk 
scheduled for noon on Sept. 17 in 
Baltimore. Also on the Charm City stage 
will be Silence Kid, Pregnant Spore, and 
the Shondes.

This event, sponsored by BIMA, the 
Baltimore Independent Music & Arts 
Festival, is happening here in Baltimore 
from August 25 through August 28. 
Information and tickets are available at 
www.bimafest.com.

For more information about the 
Gender EDGE collective visit gender-
edge.blogspot.com. t

Male revue at LLL – Local drag performer Ada Buffet (R.) hosts a male revue every Tuesday night 
at the Leon’s Leather Lounge beginning at 8:30 p.m. Ada is pictured with several of the dancers 
who are part of the revue. There is no cover charge, and two-for-one drinks are served until 10:00 
p.m. as well as other drink specials throughout the evening.

Photo by Steve Charing
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Jackson Hole, WY: Unexpectedly FABULOUS!
By SOPhie neeDeLMan 
gaytraveL.COM

When my mom announced to me that 
this summer’s family vacation would be 
spent in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, I was 
less than enthused. I know, I know- “mom” 
and “family” are not the most exciting words 
(or people!) to be surrounding a vacation. I 
thought the same thing too, especially about 
a vacation to what I thought was the middle 
of nowhere…I mean, Wyoming.

I should begin explaining my lack of en-
thusiasm by mentioning that I am an LGBTQ-
identified college student who was spent the 
last year of my life living in the Bay Area. I’m 
spoiled by having the San Franciscan mecca 
of arts and culture, both gay and otherwise, a 
short BART-ride away. When deterred by the 
oh-so-extreme weather of rain or fog, I could 
access the urban hippie scene of the East 
Bay. When that failed, I always had the tens 
of thousands of my college peers around 
campus to fraternize with. Coming from 
this environment, the idea of going to what 
I thought was a small mountain town with 
lots of downtime and not a lot to do, didn’t 
thrill me. However, the charm of my moth-
er’s guilt- uhhrrm, convincing- continues to 
work even after having flown the coop. A few 
weeks later, I was on a plane to Jackson.

Upon landing, I instantly knew my as-
sessment of Jackson was mistaken. The 
Jackson Hole airport is actually in Grand 
Teton National Park, so the first view we 
got after stepping off the plane was of the 
massive snow-capped mountain range (A 
fun fact: “Grand Tetons” is French for “Big 
Tits”…I’m not so sure that there weren’t a 
few Lesbians among those French explor-
ers!). Next came the National Elk Refuge 
and National Museum of Wildlife Art- and 
that was still just on the ride into town. 
Jackson itself is an adorable mountain re-
sort town whose every corner looks like a 
rustic version of Main Street U.S.A., com-
plete with a grassy town square. The vari-
ous saloons, camping gear shops, gourmet 
cafes, and outdoor tour guide storefronts lin-
ing each and every boardwalk style street 
only enhanced this vibe. There were even 
Christmas lights. Yes, in June. Jackson Hole 
now joins the ranks of babies and puppies 
on the list of things that unconditionally make 
me smile.

After window shopping and orienting 
ourselves in the cutest town on Earth, my 
family and I went to what locals told us was 

the best restaurant in town, The Gun Barrel. 
We should have known by the name that lo-
cals tend to hunt, eat, stuff, and display a 
variety of wild game like Elk and Buffalo. 
Luckily, they also had a good vegetarian se-
lection to serve their abundant tourist demo-
graphic, like many of the other restaurants 
in town. The next day we woke up early to 
hit the hiking trail around Jenny Lake. This 
trail featured highlights of a beautiful water-
fall called Hidden Falls, as well as a ferry ride 
across the lake (for when you’re too tired to 
hike all the way back- duh!). The night con-
cluded with a guided driving tour through 
Grand Teton National Park, complete with 
multiple animal sightings (Buffalo, Elk, Bald 
Eagle, and even a Coyote!), lengthy expla-
nations about the history of the park, and an-
swers to every question we could think of. 
Much to my mom’s satisfaction, the trip was 
off to an incredible start.

Next on the agenda was what most 
summertime tourists come to Jackson for- 
Yellowstone National Park. The park is only 
two hours away by car, which is pretty good 
considering the ride is through the gorgeous 
Teton National Park. While waiting for Old 
Faithful to, uh, blow (pardon the sexual innu-
endo), we milled around the Old Faithful Inn. 
This historic hotel is a great place to people-
watch, as well as enjoy the beautiful moun-
tainous architecture and a Chai latte. Which, 
by the way, was in a size “large” cup that 
was equivalent of a California-coffee-chain 
“small”? Only in Wyoming.

Old Faithful put on an amusing few-minute 
long performance, but the rest of the park’s 
colorful geysers really stole the show. Every 
geyser offered unique out-of-this-world col-
ors that only Mother Nature could produce, 
each more beautiful than the last. Gurgles, 
steam, and Sulfuric smells completed the 
full sensory experience. More driving took 
us to various viewpoints around the Grand 

Canyon of Yellowstone 
where we could see water-
falls, the Snake River, and 
the breathtaking magic of 
the canyon itself. Watching 
the sunset on the banks 
of Yellowstone Lake at the 
historic Yellowstone Lake 
Hotel capped off an incred-
ible sightseeing day.

The next day’s out-
ings included more win-
dow-shopping and lunch at 
The Lotus Café, a very chic 
eatery with a beautiful pa-
tio dining area. We then took a ski lift to the 
top of a mountain overlooking Jackson Hole, 
which offered incredible views of the town, 
the mountains, and the overlaying area. 
Dinner at Dornan’s in the neighboring town 
of Moose gave us front-row seats to sunset 
at the Tetons. As if we hadn’t done enough 
sightseeing by then, we soon did another 
mountaintop viewing expedition- this time by 
way of a gondola from Teton Village. A meal 
at Café Genevieve, another chic-outdoor pa-
tio-type of restaurant, was icing on the al-
ready sugar-loaded cake.

Just when I was about to get overload-
ed with picturesque Jackson Hole riff-raff, 
ad nauseam, we did something very unlike 
us: we went white water rafting. And let me 
tell you, skin-tight wet suits look good on NO 
ONE. Once I got over that brutal realization, 

I had to swallow the idea of getting thrown off 
of a flimsy raft into ice-cold river water should 
the trip down Snake River go awry. Luckily, 
the guides at Barker and Ewing River Trips 
equipped us well (even if it meant having to 
look more than slightly scary in colorful syn-
thetic material). We made it over the violent 
rapids with only a few soaked individuals in 
our party; we even got to hear about our fel-
low rafters’ own family vacations (no mat-
ter that their kids were in elementary school 
while my sister and I are young adults…
thanks Mom!!). Exhausted but pleased, I re-
warded myself for going on such a daring 
excursion with a pat on the back and some 
gourmet gelato. I mean, I HAD risked my life- 
not to mention the reputation of my fashion 
sense- for the good of the rest of my family. 
We have the souvenir photos to prove it. t

traveL
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yOUr MOney // REAL ESTATE TODAY

By Wayne CUrtiS
No one has been more affected by the last 
few years of real estate devastation than my 
old friends have, the Sellers have. If it has 
been more than five years since you’ve sold 
property, then you really need to forget much 
of what you thought you knew about the pro-
cess. It’s a new world out here. So as we ap-
proach the beginning of the autumn selling 
season, here are four points that every Seller 
needs to take to heart. 

1. you were never as rich as “they” said 
you were. Who are “they”? Appraisers, 
bankers, even the algorithm at Zillow… but 
it’s not their fault. In most cases (except 
probably Zillow) they were giving you val-
uations on your home based on what was 
current market price. Unfortunately, most 
property owners took this inflated value 
and carved it in stone under the heading 
of “Personal Net Worth” and—even to this 
day—are having a difficult time adjusting to 
the fact that those monumental numbers just 
are not true. But if you own a stock and you 
want to sell it, you ask the question, “What is 
Triple Y Corporation stock selling for today?” 
Not last year. Not in 2007. If you try to place 
a sell order on Triple Y that is based on what 
the stock sold for in 2007, your stockbroker 
will laugh you out of the office. 

Selling your home works exactly the 

same way. And just like the stock market, 
that valuation is different today than it was 
three months ago, as values have continued 
to go down in most markets. If you list your 
home for sale today, you need to think about 
what the value of it is TODAY, and kiss fare-
well to what you thought it was worth yes-
terday. You’ll also likely have to re-think the 
asking price if you should be on the market 
in two months, because the market may con-
tinue to decline. 

2. you are selling a product and a life-
style—not just a house. You need to find 
out what the competition looks like. Get your 
Realtor to take you through the properties 
that you’re going to compete with in the mar-
ketplace—certainly every one of your poten-
tial Buyers will have seen them, so you need 
to see them too. The Buyer doesn’t really 
care how you’ve lived in the house; they want 
to see how they might be able to live if they 
bought your house. By comparing your home 
to the competition, you get to see the com-
peting visions that are out there, and you can 
craft your product presentation to outshine 
the rest. This is the basic philosophy of stag-
ing, and you can use it to varying degrees, 
but if you’re not actively trying to change the 
way you think about and look at your home 
and trying to see it through the eyes of the 
Buyers who tour it. Your home will likely be 

one of those that sit on 
the market for a while, 
with multiple price re-
ductions, and a sales 
price much lower than 
you had hoped. 

3. Some of your competition isn’t trying 
to turn a profit. Now, this is a tough one 
to wrap your head around if you’re a Seller. 
Every individual Seller approaches a real es-
tate transaction with visions of finally-real-
ized equity with which they will fund some-
thing, whether it’s a bigger house purchase, 
a downsizing with money left over for a new 
toy or a beefed up IRA, or at the very least, 
a clean balance sheet with debts paid off. 
In this market a significant number—if not a 
majority—of your competitors have already 
given up on making a profit. These could be 
residents approved for a short sale, or banks 
and mortgage companies—even the govern-
ment—selling foreclosures, or people who 
have been on the market so long that they 
are desperate just to get to that new job in 
another city. This is yet another argument for 
getting to know your competition, and if you 
can’t compete with their prices, then figure 
that out before you list and save yourself a 
lot of heartache.

4. Buyers don’t shop for homes the way 
they used to. The process that Buyers use 
to become educated on the market has been 
completely revolutionized in the last few 
years. The National Association of Realtors 
conducts a study every year that asks suc-
cessful homebuyers questions about the 
process of buying their home. The results 

are important because they point out the 
most successful ways to market a home—
and marketing a home is THE most impor-
tant task that a listing agent performs. In just 
the last decade, the percentage of Buyers 
who found the home they purchased on the 
Internet has skyrocketed from 8% to 37%. 
Those who found it in print advertising, such 
as newspapers, has gone from 7% down to 
only 2%, and if you look just at those slick 
homebuyer magazines, the current number 
is below 1%. Even the trusty yard sign, which 
accounted for 15% of discoveries in 2001 
has declined to just 11%. 

So, what does this mean if you’re the 
Seller? It means that among the most impor-
tant qualities you need to look for when se-
lecting a listing agent is that agent’s comfort 
level with mobile technology and the Web, 
because that is where most homebuyers are 
hanging out, looking around, and eventually 
deciding on which homes to visit. And don’t 
doubt that you DO need an agent. If you 
combine the Buyers who found their homes 
on the Internet and those who found them 
through the recommendation of their agent, 
you account for 75% of successful home 
purchases in 2010. 

That’s a chunk of the marketplace that 
you must be able to access if you wish to sell 
your home in 2011. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent and Realtor® since 1998. His 
website, www.charmcityRealestate.com is 
a resource for further real estate research, 

including FaQs, podcasts, blog entries and 
much more. if you have questions you’d like 
to see this column answer, please write him 

at wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.

The Debt Crisis Impact on LGBT Home Buyers
By JeFF haMMerBerg
Despite the downgrading of America’s cred-
it rating there is cause for gay and lesbian 
home buyers to feel somewhat optimistic. 
That’s because LGBT buyers now have an 
even better chance of securing an extreme-
ly cheap mortgage to buy a home at price 
levels that are highly affordable. They also 
have the unprecedented advantage of know-
ing where prevailing interest rates are head-
ed over the next 18 months, which can help 
them lock in a bargain mortgage rate with 
keen foresight.

The Silver Lining for LGBT Home Buyers
Mortgage rates had already been super 

low in recent weeks. But as ironic as it may 

seem, the recent USA credit downgrade has 
put additional downward pressure on mort-
gage rates – which will offer LGBT buy-
ers even lower monthly house payments. 
Meanwhile the median price of residential 
properties has been tantalizingly affordable 
for many months.

The day after the markets tanked, for 
example, the Fed did something totally un-
expected by publically announcing what it 
plans to do with interest rates for the next 
couple of years. The Fed is notoriously tight-
lipped when it comes to revealing its for-
ward-thinking strategies and policies, keep-
ing that information top secret. But this time 
Fed Chairman Bernanke came right out and 

stated the Fed agenda for the next two years, 
declaring that rates will be kept extremely 
low all the way through 2013. That disclosure 
injected much-needed confidence into the fi-
nancial markets and helped the stock market 
recover almost all of its losses. But it also set 
the stage for incredibly affordable mortgage 
rates within the coming months.

Fed Rates Influence Mortgage Rates
Rather than having to play a guessing 

game LGBT borrowers can now be reason-
ably certain that mortgage finance rates will 
remain highly affordable. That’s the next best 
thing to having a mortgage market crystal 
ball. As a result, gay and lesbian buyers have 
a strong incentive to take advantage of some 

of the cheapest mortgage rates in history.
Normally a downgrade of America’s 

credit rating would cause investors to dump 
their holdings of United States Treasury 
bonds, which would have the immediate ef-
fect of raising long-term interest rates. That 
scenario would be terrible for the domestic 
economy and would soon propel mortgage 
rates higher, making it harder for gays and 
lesbians to purchase homes. Fortunately, 
however, just the opposite happened. Amid 
all the recent chaos, economists were some-
what surprised and very relieved to find that 
investors continued to have a strong ap-
petite for United States Treasury bonds. 

Shifting Ground
—continued on page 23
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Financial instruments backed by the USA 
are still viewed as the best game in town, and 
as long as investors eagerly buy American 
bonds the interest rates on loans made in the 
USA should remain cheap.

A Great Time to Borrow at Bargain 
Basement Levels

The market for Treasury bonds guides 
the direction of mortgage interest rates, 
in other words, and has a big influence on 
home loan prices. Earlier this year, for exam-
ple, the federal government invested heavily 
in purchases of those same bonds by buying 
600 billion dollar’s worth. The sole purpose 
of that stimulus program was to help support 
the U.S. economy and the housing market by 
making it easier to borrow money at inexpen-
sive rates.

That particular program ended a cou-
ple of months ago, however, to the chagrin 
of many people in the real estate industry. 
But in light of this month’s financial upheaval 
government officials have already hinted that 
they may resume the intense buying pro-
gram – which would do even more to keep 
mortgages inexpensive. While these condi-
tions continue, LGBT borrowers can use a 
safe fixed-rate mortgage and lock in a rock 
bottom rate. That virtually guarantees low 
monthly payments for the life of the loan. 

But LGBT Buyers Should Control 

Mortgage Risk using an adjustable rate 
mortgage (ARM) right now is not recom-
mended, however, because with rates so low 
there is little room for them to go any low-
er. Economists concur that within 3-4 years 
rates will likely go much higher, especially as 
the economy recovers, and that will typical-
ly make ARM loans more expensive. So it 
is best to rely on safe, predictable fixed rate 
mortgages for the next 2-3 years.

Gay real estate experts also generally 
recommend leveraging the value of working 
with a LGBT or gay-friendly Realtor. That’s 
because gay and lesbian home buyers have 
special considerations that are best ad-
dressed by someone who is keenly familiar 
with the unique issues faced by LGBT buy-
ers. Those include, for example, experience 
with legal complications that gay and lesbi-
an couples may encounter when cosigning 
deeds or mortgages. Gay real estate agents 
typically also have firsthand information 
about where to find the most supportive gay-
friendly communities. 

For expert help with all your real estate 
needs contact www.GayRealEstate.com. Or 
call toll free at 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). The 
members of this network are dedicated to ac-
tive support of the global LGBT community.

If you have a real estate story that you’d 
like to share with us with the LGBT commu-
nity, please contact us at manager@gayreal-
estate.com t

DeBt CriSiS iMPaCt
– continued from page 22
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Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Call John at 443-310-8384 for a personal tour. 
John L. Neubauer, Realtor® 
Long & Foster Real Estate 
Lake Roland Sales 
Office: 410-377-2270 
Cell: 443-310-8384 

Wyman Park: Great value close to the 
park and JHU. One of a kind! 3 Bedrooms 
with unusual and rare design. Many updates, 
period charm and a guest suite. Must See! 
$189,500

mount Vernon: Live where you play right 
here in the neighborhood. Historic 4 bedroom, 
3 baths with lots of period details along with 
current updates. Wood floors, high ceilings, 
central air, parking for two. $285,000 



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  AuGuST 26, 2011  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm q  25 

While out and about doing some shop-
ping and taking in a movie, I came across 
a new frozen yogurt house in White Marsh 
called Yogi Castle. The concept at this fro-
zen yogurt house is build your own!

You walk in and to see a row of 16 self 
serve frozen yogurt machinces and topping 
bar – yes you build your own and pay by the 
ounce (47 cents an ounce). Of course, you 
can sample one of the many flavors (howev-
er, they will get you the samples).

Flavors range from categories of Non-
Fat (with some even the Activia that helps 
you digestive system), Low Fat, Original Tart 
Non-Fat, No Sugar, and Sorbet Non Dairy. 
The toppings range from fruit to candy and 
nut toppings.

So like a kid in a candy store I started to 
build – I decided to pick three flavors of yo-
gurt: Cappuccino (Non-Fat), Snickerdoodle 
(Non-Fat) and Peanut Butter (Low-Fat). 
Then moved over to the topping bar to add 
crushed Peanut Butter Cups, Crushed Heath 
Bar and Captain Crunch.

Out of the three flavors of yogurt, my fa-
vorite was the Snickerdoodle. It was very fla-
vorful where as the Cappuccino and Peanut 
Butter I wished had a stronger flavor.

The combinations are never ending and 
ever changing so each visit is a new experi-
ence if you choose to make it that!

You also have the option of having 
Smoothie. The Smoothies contain only fruit 
pulp, skin and seed and fortifies with vita-
mins A, C, E, probiotic yogurt, folic acid, and 
more plus are all-natural with no artificial fla-
vors, colors, sugar or preservatives.t

Dining

yogi Castle
5272 Campbell Blvd
White Marsh, MD 21236

3607 FLEET STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

Baltimore’s F
avorite!

Check us out 

on Facebook

Happy Hour 

Daily 4-8pm

Cook Out Sunday, Sept. 4
$1 Hot Dogs • Hamburgers/Cheese Burgers w/Sides • 5-6:30pm
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Although it is still August, the ShipMates 
Club of Baltimore were already looking for-
ward to the holiday season as they kicked 
off their annual Daddy Christmas Benefit 
with an afternoon cookout at the Baltimore 
Eagle on Sunday, August 21st. Leather folk 
feasted on hamburgers and hot dogs, en-
joyed a beer bust, shopped for porn, and 
had the first opportunity to buy raffle tickets 
for the famous ShipMates’ wagon of cheer. 
For just one dollar a ticket, some lucky win-
ner will receive enough booze to host quite 
the holiday party. The second place winner 
will receive $100, and the third place prize is 
$50. The winning tickets will be drawn dur-
ing the ShipMates Daddy Christmas Benefit, 
which starts at 9pm on Saturday, December 
3, 2011 at the Baltimore Eagle. You do not 
need to be present to win. All proceeds from 
this year’s Daddy Christmas go to SPEAK 
(Suicide Prevention Education Awareness 
for Kids.) Don’t worry if you didn’t get your 
ticket yet. You will still have plenty of chanc-
es to support this great event. The next 
ShipMate Bar Night is Saturday, September 
10 at the Baltimore Eagle.

Although Christmas is still months away, 
it is hard to believe that summer is coming to 
a close and beach season will soon be over. 
I personally always love September at the 
beach. The days are still warm, but the eve-
nings turn cooler. That is why for me there is 
no better time to head to Rehoboth Beach 
then during the Mr. Double L Leather Contest. 
The Meet & Greet Party for the Mr. Double 
L Leather 2011 Contest will begin at 10pm 
on Friday, September 16 and the contest will 
be held at 8:30pm on Saturday, September 
17. It is always a fun time at the Double L 
Bar and you can bet that the patio will be 
packed both nights with hot leather folk. 
Applications for contestants are available on 
line at doublelbar.net or for additional infor-

mation you can con-
tact Patrick Grady at 
MrDoubleL2003@
hotmail.com.

Another area 
leather contest is 
also in the works. 
Last year I had a 
great time at the 
first ever Mr. P.W.’s 
Leather Contest at 
PW’s Sports Bar 
& Grill in Laurel, 
Md. The place was 
packed and I was 
lucky enough to get 
a table. It was a re-
ally enjoyable event 
and the contest 
was extremely well 
emceed by boy ky 
President of the D.C. 
boys of Leather. 
Well boy ky will be-
ing hitting the stage 
at PW’s again on 
Saturday, October 1 as he host the Mr. PW’s 
Leather 2012 Contest with the Meet & Greet 
Party on Friday, September 30. Contestants 
will be judged on how they present them-
selves during the Meet & Greet, off stage 
interview, and on Saturday night they will 
be judged on Pecs & Personality (jock), 
Formal Leather Image, and a 90 second 
speech. The judges for the contest will be 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2011/ 1st Runner-
Up to International Mr. Leather 2011 Doug 
“D” Pamplin, popular D.C. performer Destiny 
B. Childs, Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 2011/ 1st 
Runner-up to International LeatherSIR 2011 
John Krikorian, Leather Community leader, 
member of BESS, an Associate Member of 
the D.C. boys of Leather Lady Lisa, and Mr. 
PW’s Leather 2011 Theo Storm. The win-
ner of the Mr. PW’s Leather 2012 title will 
advance to the Mr. Maryland Leather 2012 
Contest being held at the Club Hippo at 2pm 
on Saturday, November 5.

 You know some of those leather folk are 
really talented and you will have a chance to 
see for yourself just how talented they are 
on Saturday, October 22nd as Mr. Maryland 

Leather 2011 Alex Lemaire, Mr. D. C. Eagle 
2011 Michael Kramer, Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 2011 “D” and Mr. Leatherman of Color 
2011 Rod McCoy present the “Leathermen 
Got Talent Contest” at PW’s Sports Bar & 
Grill. The event is open to all forms of talent 
and the audience will select the winner. All 
proceeds from “Leathermen Got Talent” will 

benefit SPEAK, Moveable Feast, and The 
Leather Leadership Conference. More de-
tails will be coming soon, but you will differ-
ently want to be at PW’s for this evening of 
entertainment. I have this event on my cal-
endar and if the winning leatherman has 
enough talent I might even have to put him 
on my Christmas list! t

It’s Beginning to Look a 
Lot Like ChRISTmAS?
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email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
August 26 – September 27

Maybe it’s just that I was raised as a du-
ty-based, Irish-Catholic boy. Or maybe it’s 
because I’m a native New Englander, under 
the shadow of a Puritan past. But the idea 
that we all can live our lives primarily guided 
by happiness is a radical idea to me. A won-
derfully radical idea.

In my last column, I reviewed what social 
scientists in the positive psychology move-
ment had to say about happiness. In this col-
umn, I’ll share with you my little “val-
ue add,” which I call radical 
happiness.

In my work as a life 
and career coach, I talk 
to my clients about hav-
ing an internal navigation 
system. I bring the palm of 
my hand to my chest as I 
talk about this, because 
it’s just a fancy way of 
saying that we need to 
follow our heart and gut. 
It’s like a built-in compass 
that tells us when we are “off 
course” or “on course,” wheth-
er we are doing what we should be 
doing.

At the heart of this idea is that, if we can 
quiet our busy-body minds (“shhhhhhhh!”) 
and get out of our own way, our bodies are 
well equipped to guide us, and they guide 
us by telling us if we’re feeling good or bad 
about something we are doing. Yes, Virginia, 
“if it feels good, do it,” and, “if it feels bad, 
stop doing it.”

Now, as I say this, I’m reminded of taking 
my five year-old niece to see the gay pride 
parade in Boston years ago. (Hint for tak-
ing young kids to gay pride parades: when 
the drag queens and leather folk come by, 
just say “costumes!”) We never realized how 
much candy they throw off floats at the pa-
rade up there. And cute little girls and boys 
get extra candy from the parade participants.

As my niece was dumping her second 
stash of candy into her mom’s pocketbook, 
my sister said to her, “Do you think that you’d 
like to save some of this candy for after din-
ner?” My niece looked at my sister with this 
“You can’t possibly be serious” look, and 
she said firmly and quietly, “No.” From the 
mouths of babes!

This brings me to my next point. When 

I recommend using the ethic of “if it feels 
good, do it,” I mean the adult version of the 
saying and not the child version.

The adult version is done this way. When 
you are facing a situation, do it if:

• The idea of doing it feels good
• It feels good as you’re doing it
• The consequences of having done it feel 

good
It’s that last one that’s often the deal kill-

er. For example, my niece was too young to 
understand that, if she continued to eat all 
her candy, she’d get a stomachache and 
wouldn’t be hungry come dinnertime. If we 
break promises for selfish reasons, it may 
feel good in the moment, but it will probably 
trash our relationships. If we quit a bad job 
without having another way to pay the bills, 
we will probably feel miserable.

Recently, I began working with 
a client who was dissatisfied 

with her career and con-
fused as to how it had 

gone wrong. As I do 
with many clients, we 

reviewed the history 
of what she’d liked, what 
she’d disliked, and how 
she’d made career de-
cisions. It turns out that 
she was fairly clear about 

what she enjoyed when 
she was in school. But, she 

made one “practical” deci-
sion after graduation, and it led 

to a 20-year diversion from what 
she truly enjoyed. And, although her case 

is intense, it’s unfortunately not completely 
unusual.

By focusing on small, reasonable steps 
that gradually increase her happiness week-
to-week and month-to-month; I can help get 
her back on track with consistent focus on 
happiness over time. I’ll help her to use her 
internal compass again.

I think LGBT people have an advantage 
when it comes to using radical happiness 
as a way to guide their decisions. We know 
what it’s like to follow our hearts in regard 
to love, sex, coupling, and building families. 
We know how challenging it can be to do this 
despite often intense pressure to conform, 
do our “duty,” and “be normal.” Many of us 
remember very clearly the soul-deadening 
feeling when we’ve ignored our internal navi-
gation systems and lived a false life.

So…be happy! If we’re moving at a rea-
sonable pace—not too fast!—then we’ll 
know when it’s time to go forward, go back, 
or change directions. We’ll feel our way 
through it. t

Gerry Fisher, life coach
http://www.BaltimorelifecoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher August 26
Gender EDGE at 
Charm City Art Space

Gender EDGE will also be 

performing at Charm City 

Art Space with Shawna 

Potter from Hollaback 

B’more, Silence Kid, 

Pregnant Spore, and the 

Shondes. on Friday, August 

26 at 8:00–11:30 p.m. 

http://www.ccspace.org

August 27
Gender Rights 
Maryland Community 
Forum

GRMD is holding a com-

munity forum to provide in-

sights and ideas on what 

things should be of con-

cern in a Trans rights bill 

this coming year. They will 

take your input for consid-

eration in meeting GRMD’s 

expressed goal of the pas-

sage of a comprehensive 

gender identity anti‐dis-

crimination bill by the end 

of the 2012 legislative ses-

sion. Carpool or park at 

the Columbia mall for the 

benefit of other library pa-

trons. Howard County 

Central Library, 10375 Little 

Patuxent Pkwy, Columbia, 

Maryland 10:30 a.m. 

–1:00p.m.

September 7
Transgender Issues 
Working Group

 The input and perspec-

tive of our transgender sup-

porters is absolutely vi-

tal for the advancement of 

transgender issues, legis-

lation and education in our 

community. The working 

group meets every other 

Wednesday at the Equality 

Maryland offices 1201 S. 

Sharp Street, Baltimore, 

MD 21230). 7:00 p.m. Free, 

registration required. For 

info contact owen@equali-

tymaryland.org

September 7
Therapeutic Massage 
and Bodywork Course 
Open House

Prospective future mas-

sage practitioners will re-

ceive an introduction to 

therapeutic massage 

and bodywork. 3:00–

7:00 p.m. At the Baron & 

Butler Clinical Massage 

and Training Center lo-

cated next to Club Fitness 

in the Rehoboth Mall, on 

Route One at Route 24 in 

Rehoboth Beach.

September 
9-10
Scott Nevins “One 
Night Stand”

Gorgeous comic Scott 

Nevins visits Baltimore to 

perform in a benefit for 

the Spotlighters Theatre, 

817 St. Paul St., Baltimore 

21201. The 2 shows will 

raise funds for the theater’s 

renovations in order to con-

form to ADA requirements. 

8:00 p.m. each night. 

Tickets $25 are per person. 

Visit www.spotlighters.org 

to purchase tickets for this 

fun and worthwhile event. 

September 11
Tona Brown Concert 
for 9/11 Families

The concert will feature the 

world premiere of Douglas 

Towsend’s “In Memoriam,” 

a composition for two voic-

es written expressly to 

commemorate the anni-

versary of the terrorist at-

tacks on the United States. 

St. Joseph’s Monastery 

Church, 3801 Old Frederick 

Road in historic Irvington, 

Maryland. 3:00 p.m. FREE. 

Reservations are encour-

aged. RSVP’s can be made 

by emailing a request to: 

baltimorevocalarts@gmail.

com 

Info: www.baltimorevoca-

lartsfoundation.org

September 27
Howard County 
PFLAG Trans Parents 
Forum meeting

The parents of trans chil-

dren have asked PFLAG 

for a place where they 

can meet and share con-

cerns and challenges of 

parenting trans children. 

The group represents chil-

dren from age 3 to age 30. 

The group runs concur-

rent to the PFLAG Howard 

County Rainbow Youth 

and Allies meeting in the 

same center, but in a dif-

ferent room. Meetings are 

held on the fourth Tuesday 

of every month. 7:30–9:30 

p.m. Owen Brown Interfaith 

Center, 7246 Cradlerock 

Way, Columbia Maryland.
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CHESAPEAKE PRIDE FESTIVAL
MAYO BEACH PARK. AUGUST 20, 2011. 
PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeaning  BOOKS & giFtS COMPUter

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage DentaL
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 attOrney  tax ServiCeS  traveL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDvertiSe.

 FinanCiaL  eLeCtriCian

Professional services

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPOrt grOUP COnSULting

pflagmd@gmail.com

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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