
Gregg Shapiro: Among the most fas-
cinating period footage to be found in 
How To Survive a Plague is the segment 
shot at an underground drug trial. What 
was involved in the compilation of vin-
tage footage such as that?

David France: Well, you are the first 
person to pick up on that piece of footage. 
I was thrilled to find it. There was so much 
going on and the community was trying 
anything in these really illegal drug trials. 
It was the first time ever that a community 
of patients was resorting to such a thing. I 
don’t know if you remember laetrile, which 
is a drug they were trying to take when 
they had cancer. Coming out of Mexico, it 

LGBT History Month
October has been set aside as LGTB History 
Month. It celebrates the lives and achieve-
ments of the LGBT community. In 1994, Rod-
ney Wilson, a Missouri high school teacher, 
and a group of other teachers and commu-
nity leaders, believed there should be a dedi-
cated month for celebrating diversity, and the 
teaching of gay and lesbian history. October 
was selected because not only are the public 
schools open but October 11 is also Coming 
Out Day.

With LGBT history not being taught at 
home, in schools, or religious institutions 
worldwide, we are missing out on some of 
the role models who have contributed in the 
building of the LGBT movement. Be they past 
or present, some good and not so good, they 

—continued on page 16

How to Make a 
Documentary about AIDS

all have left their extraordinary mark. George 
Chauncey, the History and American Stud-
ies Department Chair from Yale University 
has been quoted to say that, “LGBT History 
Month sends an important message to our 
nation’s teachers, school boards, community 
leaders, and youth about the vital importance 
of recognizing and exploring the role of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people in 
American history.”

Let’s take a look at just a few of the peo-
ple to whom we can thank:

Daniel Hernandez: Raised in Tucson, 
Arizona, his mother is a Mexican immigrant, 
and his father is a first-generation Hispanic-
American. A University of Arizona student 

By GreGG SHApiro
Writer and filmmaker David 
France’s film debut, How to 
Survive a Plague is turning 
out to be one of the most-
acclaimed documentaries 
of 2012. Combining a stun-
ning and groundbreaking 
array of period footage with 
interview subjects including 
Larry Kramer, Dr. Mathilde 
Krim, Gregg Bordowitz, 
Jim Eigo and many others, 
France creates a dazzling 
cinematic quilt of survival. 
I spoke with France about 
the film this month.

—continued on page 2
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studying political science and working as a 
congressional intern, Daniel garnered na-
tional recognition when he saved the life of 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords.

He is an openly gay member of Tucson’s 
City Commission on GLBT Issues. He worked 
with the Arizona Students’ Association to 
lobby the state legislature for students to be 
excused on Election Day to vote. Becoming 
politically energized by Arizona’s immigra-
tion policies, he worked on Hillary Clinton’s 
presidential campaign, and also served as 
a campaign manager for State Representa-
tive Steve Farley, the minority leader in the 
Arizona State House.

Hernandez met Congresswoman Giffords 
while working on her 2008 election campaign, 
and began working as her congressional in-
tern shortly before Giffords and 18 other peo-
ple were shot in January 2011. He was cred-
ited with saving the congresswoman’s life. He 
stepped into harm’s way and used his emer-
gency medical training to keep Giffords alive 
until the paramedics arrived. After speaking 
to a crowd of more than 27,000 people and 
500 media outlets at “Tucson: Together We 
Thrive,” the memorial event for the shooting 
victims, President Obama acknowledged 
Hernandez and invited him as the guest of the 
President and First Lady to the 2011 State of 
the Union.

Lily Tomlin: An accomplished actress, 
comedian, writer and producer who has won 
numerous awards. She has been involved in 
many performing arts genres including film, 
stand-up comedy, sketch comedy, Broadway 
and television. She attended Wayne State 
University as a pre-med student until her 
elective classes in theater arts inspired her to 
pursue a career as a performer.

Tomlin worked on television comedy with 
her partner, Jane Wagner. Tomlin officially 
came out to the public in 2000. Her relation-
ship with Wagner had been openly acknowl-
edged for the majority of its existence. She 
and Wagner started the Lily Tomlin Jane 
Wagner Cultural Arts Center, which provides 
art exhibits, theatre and other programs. The 
Center donates to services that help people 
with HIV/AIDS and also funds programs at 
the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center 

Alice Walker: An award-winning writer, 
activist and self-proclaimed “Womanist” – a 
term she coined in her book “In Search of Our 
Mother’s Gardens” to describe black femi-
nists. She was raised in Eatonton, Georgia, 
during segregation. She received her B.A. 
from Sarah Lawrence College in 1965 then 
moved back to the South to pursue civil rights 
work. She and met and married Mel Leven-
thal, a Jewish civil rights lawyer. They were 

the first interracial couple to be legally mar-
ried in Mississippi. They divorced in 1976.

Walker began teaching at Wellesley Col-
lege in 1972. Her 
course, dedicat-
ed to the study 
of African-Ameri-
can woman writ-
ers was the first 
of its kind. Her 
most famous 
novel, the color 
Purple, won a 
National Book 
Award and made 
Walker the first 
African-Ameri-
can woman to 
receive a Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction. 
These just be-
ing a few of her 

accomplishments, others were meeting Dr. 
Martin Luther King in Atlanta, being arrested 
for crossing a police line during an anti-war 
protest outside the White House just to name 
a few. The one to remember is in November 
2008, when she 
wrote “An Open 
Letter to Barack 
Obama that was 
published online 
by the root. 
She addressed 
the newly elect-
ed president 
as “Brother 
Obama.” In 
the mid-1990s, 
Walker was in-
volved in a ro-
mance with sing-
e r - s o n g w r i t e r 
Tracy Chapman.

Father My-
chal Judge: A 
Franciscan priest 
and Fire Department of New York chaplain 
who died heroically on September 11, 2001. 
He has been called a “Saint of 9/11.” Born in 
Brooklyn to Irish immigrant parents, he was 
inspired to enter the priesthood by the Fran-
ciscan friars at the Church of St. Francis of 
Assisi near Penn Station in Manhattan. While 
serving in two parishes in New Jersey, he 
gained a reputation as “the listening priest.”

In the 1980s, Father Judge was among 
the first clergy to minister to AIDS patients, 
who at that time were considered untouch-
able. Through the organization Dignity, he 
ministered to gay and lesbian Catholics even 
after the Church excluded the organization 
from holding masses in New York churches. 
He was a hero to many long before his death. 
He was beloved by the Fire Department of 

New York personnel, their families and a 
champion of New York’s homeless, AIDS pa-
tients, gay and lesbian Catholics, alcoholics, 
immigrants, and disaster victims. After, he re-
ceived numerous posthumous honors, includ-
ing France’s highest recognition, the Legion 
of Honor. His FDNY fire helmet was blessed 
by Pope John Paul II at the Vatican.

Dr. renée richards: In 1977 she be-
came a transgender icon when she won a 
lawsuit against the United States Tennis As-
sociation. Richards sued the Association for 
its refusal to let her compete in the U.S. Open 
women’s division following male-to-female 
gender reassignment surgery. In a landmark 
decision, the New York Supreme Court ruled 

in Richards’s fa-
vor.

R i c h a r d s 
graduated from 
University of 
Rochester Medi-
cal School, after 
serving in the 
Navy as Lieuten-
ant Commander. 
She pursued a 
career in oph-
thalmology and 
eye surgery, 
while still play-
ing tennis. At the 
height of her ten-
nis career, Rich-
ards ranked 20th 
in the nation. 

In her first tennis tournament as a female, 
she reached the semifinals in the U.S. Open 
women’s doubles. Richards coached tennis 
star Martina Navratilova, and in 2000 the U.S. 
Tennis Association inducted her to the Hall of 
Fame

Katharine Lee Bates: 1859-1929 Ameri-
can songwriter. She is remembered as the 
author of the words to the anthem “America 
the Beautiful”. Born in Falmouth, Massachu-
setts, she was the daughter of a Congrega-
tional pastor. She graduated from Wellesley 
College in 1880. She was a professor of Eng-
lish literature at Wellesley, and the author of 
many volumes of poetry, travel books, and 
children’s books.

Bates lived in Wellesley with Katharine 
Coman, who was a history and political econ-
omy teacher and founder of the Wellesley 
College School Economics department. The 
pair lived together for twenty-five years until 
Coman’s death in 1915. Some describe the 
couple as intimate lesbian partners.

You can find out more about LGbT His-
tory by checking out LgbtHistoryMonth.com. 
Each day they will feature a new person. Go 
back and see where it all began. History says 
they fought, died, and lived so we can have a 
voice. Please use that right and vote. t

LGBT HiSTory MonTH
– continued from front page 

Father Mychal Judge

Katharine Lee Bates

Alice Walker



BALTiMore oUTLoUD  OCTOber 5, 2012  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  3 

his support for the Minnesota Marriage Pro-
tection Amendment. “Outside and unfortu-
nately even inside our own parishes we 
have people telling us to stop talking about 
marriage, an institution that the church has 
been talking about for thousands of years,” 
Birk said in the video. “They say if we 
stand up and talk about the natural defini-
tion of marriage that we are somehow be-
ing mean or bullies. Supporting the basic 
rights of children and the authentic rights 
of people with same-sex attraction are not 
mutually exclusive and we must resist the 
forces that are telling us otherwise. It’s un-
fair to childen if we don’t make every effort 
to stand up for their rights, to be known and 

loved by their 
mother and their 
father whenever 
possible. While 
divorce, death 
and other cir-
cumstances too 
often prevent it, 
no child should 
be intention-
ally deprived of 
knowing their 
mother and their 
father. If we al-
low genderless 
marriage to be 
made law, the 
implication is 
that the contri-

butions of part of our community, either 
men or women, are somehow insignificant 
and less valuable.”

Birk is also expected to appear on a 
video in Maryland opposing Question 6 
that will be used by the Maryland Marriage 
Alliance as part of their effort to defeat the 
bill through referendum.

As far as his commentary is con-
cerned, Birk made a point to give Ayan-
badejo a heads-up prior to its publication. 
“I let Brendon know that I respect him be-
cause I’ve known Brendon for a while and 
I played with his brother [Obafemi Ayan-
badejo]. And I like Brendon and I respect 
him a lot. I told him on Friday that I was 
going to have a piece coming out. I wanted 
to let him know so he wouldn’t be blind-
sided by it. I haven’t had a chance to talk 
to him today.”

For his part, Ayanbadejo had kind 
words for Birk. He tweeted: “Matt Birk is an 
amazing father, teammate, man! Even if he 
& I disagree on marriage equality we agree 
on 95% of other issues.” t
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By STeve CHArinG
Just a few weeks following the dust-up 
between Baltimore Ravens linebacker 
Brendon Ayanbadejo and anti-gay state 
delegate Emmett Burns over the football 
player’s vocal support for marriage equal-
ity, another Raven lent his voice to the de-
bate. In this case, however, six-time Pro 
Bowl center Matt Birk spoke out against 
same-sex marriage.

Birk, a native of Minnesota where a 
constitutional amendment defining mar-
riage as between one man and one woman 
is up for a vote next month, wrote a com-
mentary in the minneapolis Star-tribune 
expressing his views on the subject. “Mar-
riage redefinition will affect 
the broader well-being of 
children and the welfare 
of society,” he wrote. “As 
a Christian and a citizen, 
I am compelled to care 
about both.”

He added, “A defense 
of marriage is not meant as 
an offense to any person 
or group. All people should 
be afforded their inalien-
able American freedoms. 
There is no opposition 
between providing basic 
human rights to everyone 
and preserving marriage 
as the sacred union of one 
man and one woman.”

Birk also wrote that opposing same-sex 
marriage should not justify labels and name-
calling from those who do not share his views. 
“Aren’t we past that as a society? Don’t we 
all have family members and friends whom 
we love who have same-sex attraction? At-
tempting to silence those who may disagree 
with you is always un-American, but espe-
cially when it is through name-calling, it has 
no place in respectful conversation.”

At team headquarters Birk said, “I took 
a stance like other guys have done before 
me. In doing so, it’s really not my aim, not 
my goal to engage in any debates with any 
one person or persons. Obviously, we all 
have opinions. They have their opinions. It 
just so happens that we disagree on what 
marriage is in the public forum. It’s certain-
ly a very inflammatory, very hot topic, be-
cause it’s important. I understand that. Out 
of respect to my teammates and my team 
and the organization, this isn’t going to turn 
into a circus. It probably won’t be the last 
time that I publicly take a stance on it.”

He also appeared on a video explaining 

raven Matt Birk

Fri Oct 5 • 7-10PM • Free
MGM: Meet-n-Greet Casual Affair of Art, Music & Fun
Station North Arts Café, 1816 N. Charles Street

Fri Oct 5 • 5 PM-9PM
Ladies HAPPY HOUR Hosted By Baltimore Black Pride
DJ Ms. Tiff (Hip/Hop, Reggae, R&B. $3 Martinis, $5 chocolate 
pretzel shots, & lite fare. ) Lower Level @ Ziascoz, 1313 E. Pratt 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21231. Stay tuned for the IRON BARTENDER 
COMPETITION - & find out … “What’s The Secret Ingredient?” 

The party continues with “FRIDAY NITE LIGHTS”
9 PM - 3 AM. DJ David Robertson (House Music) Live Broadcast 
fr WPBRadio.com. Donation $5. @ Ziascoz, 1313 E. Pratt Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21231.

Sat Oct 6 • 7PM-12aM 
The Annual Cultural Affair 
& ICONS We Love Awards Annual Gala & Fundraiser
Eubie Blake National Jazz Institute & Cultural Center
847 N. Howard Street. Tickets: $50 individual, $85 couple. How 
to Purchase Tickets: Email Carlton Smith at bmoreblackpride@
yahoo.com. Online ticket purchases will be available www.
blackpridebaltimore.org

Sun Oct 7 • 11aM-1PM • Free
Spiritual Services at Several Locations

SPIRITuAL EMPOWERMENT CENTER
2129 North Charles Street • 410-244-7321

uNITy FELLOWSHIP CHuRCH OF BALTIMORE
4007 Old york Road • 410-244-0884

METROPOLITAN COMMuNITy CHuRCH OF BALTIMORE
401 West Monument Street • 410-669-6222

INTERFAITH FAIRNESS COALITION OF MARyLAND
P.O. Box 1313 • 410-233-5555

SOkA GAkkAI INTERNATIONAL BuDDHIST BALTIMORE CENTER
1583 Sulphur Spring Road, Suite 118 • 410-536-5766

HOLy NATIvITy EPISCOPAL CHuRCH
4238 Pimlico Road • 410-542-9554

… MOre tO dO Sun Oct 7 
Raven Ladies Tailgate Party • 2 PM- 7 PM
@ Ziasco’s, 1313 East Pratt Street • Donation $2
THE FINALE: 10 PM - 3 AM 

Legacy Global Village & Music Fest
DJ Thommy Davis, keda Sings, Septimius The Great & Darren T 
“The Soul Entertainer.” Paradox, 1310 Russell Street • Cash Bar • 
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Ravens’ Birk Comes Out 
Against Marriage Equality
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during a D.C. press conference. Reverend 
William Owens, founder and president of 
the Coalition of African-American Pastors, 
and other ministers of color simultaneously 
blasted President Obama’s support of nup-
tials for gays and lesbians as they spoke 
with reporters in Arlington, Va.

The governor acknowledged that Ques-
tion 6 opponents will soon begin to run ads 
against the referendum in Maryland – Levin 
conceded in a Sept. 20 fundraising pitch to 
Marylanders for Marriage Equality support-
ers that the campaign has only been able 
to purchase a week’s worth of television air 
time “in some places so far,” compared to 
the four weeks of commercial time on sta-
tions across the state that he said those 
who oppose Maryland’s same-sex mar-
riage law have already bought. O’Malley 
said he further he anticipates anti-Ques-
tion 6 ads will seek to either exploit what 
he described as divisions between black 
and gay Marylanders, convince voters that 
the passage of the same-sex marriage law 
will mean that “every child in Maryland will 
somehow be taught they need to be gay” 
or persuade them that the ballot language 
will somehow dupe them.

O’Malley echoed Levin who said the 
ballot language is one of the campaign’s 
biggest advantages going into the referen-
dum.

“I’m excited about this campaign,” said 
O’Malley. “All indications are, especially 
after the courageous statements by Presi-
dent Obama and the very skillful way that 
the Democratic National Convention wove 
marriage equality and the Dream Act into 
the fabric of human dignity that the people 
of Maryland will choose to move forward 
and not back. And that we will in fact pass 
this and defend it on Election Day.” t
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By MiCHAeL K. LAverS
Washington blade
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley said that 
the campaign to defend his state’s same-
sex marriage law needs to raise another 
$2 million ahead of the November 6 ref-
erendum.

“We’re continuing to raise every day in 
every way, but I really want to make it clear 
here that we have the ability to pass this in 
Maryland,” he told LGBT reporters and blog-
gers from across the country during a Mary-
landers for Marriage Equality conference 
call. “It is keeping with the character of our 
state. It will protect rights equally under the 
law while protecting religious liberty. That’s 
why our state was founded to begin with, 
but we do need to raise money here. We do 
need to raise another couple of million dol-
lars, and if we’re able to do that I believe that 
we will pass this. And raising those dollars is 
critically important for our ability to be able to 
defend this at the ballot.”

Josh Levin, campaign director of Mary-
landers for Marriage Equality, told the 
Washington Blade in June that he was 
confident he could run what he described 
as a “winning campaign” with between $5 
and $7 million. He once again declined to 
provide an exact figure as to how much 
money his group has raised.

“I would say we are far along to our 
goal,” said O’Malley. “We are beyond the 
50-yard line and we continue to move for-
ward, not back.”

The governor spoke to bloggers and 
reporters a day before gay former Ameri-
can Idol contestant Adam Lambert is 
scheduled to headline a Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality fundraiser at the 9:30 
Club in Northwest Washington. He was 
also slated to attend a separate event with 
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray at gay Democrat-
ic lobbyist Steve Elmendorf’s Logan Circle 
home on October 2.

O’Malley also spoke at a star-studded 
New York City fundraiser for Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality on September 13.

 “We’ve been raising money for the 
campaign,” he said. “We’ve been organiz-
ing for the campaign and I believe that we 
have the ability if we can raise some more 
money to be able to be the first state or 
one of the first four states to pass this and 
to be able to defend this at the ballot.”

O’Malley also spoke three days af-
ter Rev. Al Sharpton and other prominent 
black clergy publicly urged Maryland vot-
ers to support the state’s same-sex mar-
riage law in the November referendum 

O’Malley: MD Marriage Campaign 
Needs Another $2 Million

Gov. o’Malley after signing the marriage 
equality bill into law credit: Steve Charing
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The School Board of Broward County, 
Florida, unanimously passed a resolution 
today declaring its support of LGBT His-
tory Month, October 2012. In doing do, the 
school district becomes the first in the nation 
to issue an official resolu- t ion 
supporting LGBT His-
tory Month. The Bro-
ward County School 
District is the sixth larg-
est school district in the 
nation and includes Fort 
Lauderdale. 

The resolution 
states: “LGBT Ameri-
cans have made, and 
continue to make, great 
and lasting contributions 
that continue to strength-
en the fabric of American 
society…. Encompassing 
a number of historically important days, this 
October is set to remind both the LGBT and 
wider communities of important roles LGBT 
people have taken in creating the social, 

Florida County Recognizes 
Gay History Month

legal and political worlds we live in today.
The School Board of Broward County, 

Florida appreciates and recognizes the im-
portance of LGBT History Month as an ef-
fective means of educating and calling to 
action the citizens of Broward County to 

work together to promote equal 
protection of all Broward 

County students and staff, 
regardless of sexual orien-
tation or gender identity.

“The Broward School 
Board is to be 
commended . 
They have 
broken the co-

coon of invis-
ibility, affirmed 

the important role 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender Ameri-
cans and taken a pioneering step in em-
bracing diversity, inclusion and respect,” 
stated Malcolm Lazin, executive director, 
Equality Forum. t
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most dangerous of liars: a narcissistic liar 
on a religious mission. And that is how the 
rest of the country is getting to know Mit-
tens. Let’s hope they just keep letting Mitt 
be Mitt. (bay Windows – Jeff epperly at 
baywindows.com)

Rove PAC attacks 
out WI senate 
candidate Baldwin
Madison, Wi – Karl Rove’s Crossroads 
GPS is running $1.2 million worth of TV 
spots attacking Lesbian Tammy Baldwin 
of Wisconsin in her U.S. Senate race. 
Baldwin, now a Democratic member of 
Congress representing the Madison area, 
is running against former Wisconsin gov-
ernor and Bush cabinet secretary Tommy 
Thompson for an open U.S. Senate seat. 
Thompson has blamed Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt Romney for his poor 
showing in the polls. “The presidential 
thing is bound to have an impact on every 
election,” Thompson told Madison televi-
sion station WKOW recently.

“Tammy Baldwin’s tax and spending 
agenda is just too extreme for Wisconsin,” 
the Rove ad says. The ad also attacks 
Baldwin for “rubber stamping” the so-called 
Wall Street bailout, the stimulus bill, and 
President Obama’s health care reform. 
“We just can”t afford Tammy Baldwin’s tax-
and-spend rubber stamp in Washington,” 
the ad claims. 

Baldwin’s campaign responded to the 
Crossroads ad on September 26, saying 
Rove was wasting his money on the race. 
“Despite spending over $6 million attack-
ing Tammy Baldwin this year, all the public 
polls show we are moving in the right direc-
tion,” Baldwin’s communications director, 
John Kraus, said in a statement. “The fact 
that Karl Rove spent one million dollars at-
tacking us last week and another one mil-

compiled by Jim becker

BeyonD THe BeLTWAy

Massachusetts 
knows Romney’s 
duplicity best 
Boston, MA – Not surprisingly, former 
Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney is 
best known in the state that he governed 
for four years. They learned what the rest 

of the country is discovering, Romney’s al-
legedly deeply held values are so fluid that 
they are likely to turn 180 degrees from 
one political moment, rally or interview to 
the next, and his own vice-presidential pick 
can’t keep up with the flip-flops of the man 
at the top of the ticket. 

There was an embarrassing Youtube 
video circulating this week of Romney 
speaking at a campaign stop in Ohio with 
running mate Paul Ryan, the campaign’s 
glossy-haired chief fabricator, standing be-
hind him. Ryan has been busy, along with 
Romney and Romney campaign spokes-
people, repeating the lie that Obama has 
raised taxes upward of – depending on 
who’s doing the lying – 19 times. These 
untruths have been debunked by indepen-
dent source. Which Mitt did, of course, 
when he observed, “I admit this, [Presi-
dent Obama] has one thing he did not do 
in his first four years – he’s said he’s go-
ing to do in the next four years – which is 
to raise taxes.” Much of the mainstream 
media treated the Romney gaffe for what 
it was: just another example of how Rom-
ney’s worst enemy is Romney the Arrogant 
because the Mittster’s primary life expe-
riences have been as the Mormon wun-
derkid living in the bubble created by his 
own legend as the wealthy son of a Detroit 
CEO, governor and would-be presidential 
candidate.

Of course, the people who dislike Mitt 
the most are the people who know him 
best: the voters of Massachusetts. Mitt 
likes to say he left the governorship here 
because his work was done, when we all 
know that this is just another in a long line 
of lies. He couldn’t be elected to anything 
here because we all know now he’s the 

lion dollars this week proves that point.” 
An NBC / Wall Street Journal / Marist poll 
released September 20 showed Baldwin 
slightly ahead of Thompson, 48% to 46%. 
A separate Marquette University poll, re-
leased September 18, showed Baldwin 
leading by nine points. 

Woman, 72, accused 
of hate crime in 
attack on neighbor
Dallas, TX – A Richland Hills woman has 
been indicted for the assault of her gay 
neighbor after she allegedly beat and 
choked him with her cane while screaming 
“faggot” back in March. Wanda Jena Der-
by, 72, became upset when her adult son 
began moving in with neighbor Lloyd Guer-
rero and his family on March 28, Richland 
Hills police Detective Tye Bell said. She al-
legedly approached Guerrero and beat him 
with her cane, yelling “faggot” and trying to 
choke him. Bell said Derby told police she 
was afraid Guerrero would give her son 
AIDS because he was gay. 

Guerrero suffered bruises to his body 
and neck but was treated at the scene by 
police. Derby was initially charged with ag-
gravated assault with a deadly weapon, 
a second-degree felony, but was indicted 
September 14 on a charge of assault caus-
ing bodily injury, a class-A misdemeanor. 
Christopher McGregor, the assistant dis-
trict attorney assigned to the case, said 
Derby’s case was presented to the grand 
jury as a felony, but they returned it as a 
misdemeanor indictment. McGregor said 
the language in the indictment was used 
to try to convince a jury that the assault 
was a hate crime, which could increase 
Derby’s sentence. According to the indict-
ment, Derby caused bodily injury to Guer-
rero “by hitting him with a cane or by hitting 
him with her hand, or by pinning his neck 
to a wall with a cane.” The indictment also 
states that Derby “intentionally selected 
Lloyd Guerrero as the victim of the offense” 
because of her “bias or prejudice against a 
person or a group, namely: Homosexuals.”

Guerrero told Instant Tea that he’s 
healed emotionally since the March as-
sault and no longer harbors angry feelings 
toward Derby. He and his family moved out 
of the apartment complex within a week of 
the attack, he said. He said 180 days in 
jail as a minimum punishment if Derby is 
convicted is a good thing, and he agrees 
that amount of time is enough for justice to 
be served and Derby to learn her lesson. 
“Even though she did something terrible, 
people make mistakes. It’s not something 

she should ever be happy about,” he said. 
“I’m to the point where I can forgive her.” 
(dallas Voice – anna Waugh at dallas-
voice.com)

Wi-fi sex toy 
allows long–
distance sex play

 
Seattle, WA – Sex. We all have it, and most 
of us enjoy it. But what do you do when 
your partner (assuming you only have one) 
moves out of town or goes on a business 
trip? Well, you could 
buy the tiniest Blue-
tooth headsets in the 
world and talk all day 
long (like Pam and 
Jim from The Office), 
or you could sext all 
day and FaceTime all 
night (with the invest-
ment of a Swivl), or… 
you could buy this LovePalz contraption.

This fascinating Dinglehopper is a wi-
fi connected love machine, that lets both 
the top and the bottom (I’ll refrain from us-
ing genders here – to each his/her own) 
simulate some sexy time. The two parts in-
clude a “Hera” for the bottom, which looks 
a lot like a Dildo, and a Zeus for the top. 
As each lover pleasures themselves with 
the toys, their partner feels their motions 
in real-time.

The LovePalz gadgetry works with mul-
tiple pressure and speed sensors (in both 
the Hera and Zeus), so that you can actu-
ally feel what your lover is doing to you in 
real time, even if there happen to be miles 
and oceans between the two of you. And, 
as expected, it’s completely waterproof. 
They are both rechargeable and come 
with an air pump and automatic piston. As 
a duo, the LovePalz setup costs $94.95, 
but since the project was rejected from 

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Mitt romney

Tammy Baldwin
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Kickstarter, the LovePalz team has creat-
ed their own website for taking pre-orders 
and donations. In other words, the product 
isn’t quite out the door yet, but with enough 
horny long-distance lovers chipping in, 
perhaps it will come soon (TechCrunch.
com at http://tcrn.ch/T0ixoR)

Blue Jays Escobar 
apologizes for gay 
slur on his face
Toronto, on – Toronto Blue Jays short-
stop Yunel Escobar has apologized for 
displaying a homophobic message on his 
face during a recent game... telling his 
fans, “honestly, I’m sorry.” The 29-year-old 
Escobar was hit with a 3 game suspension 
for decorating his eye black patches with 
the Spanish word for faggot which he wore 
during a game on September 29 against 
Boston.

Escobar addressed the media ... and 
explained, “I feel bad, I’m leaving my team 
for something I didn’t intend to do. I have 
nothing against the 
gay community and 
honestly I’m sorry.” 
He claimed, “It was 
just a joke and it 
wasn’t directed to 
anyone in particular.” 
Escobar says the 
phrase has a different meaning in Spanish 
... but when asked to clarify what it meant 
to him or why he wrote it... he couldn’t 
come up with a real answer. 

Escobar will forfeit his salary for the 
games he will miss – with portions of the 
money reportedly going to GLAAD ... a 
powerful gay rights organization. (TMZ at 
http://tmz.me/PoDyLt)

Princeton student 
charged for secretly 
taking pictures 
princeton, nJ – A Princeton University stu-
dent is charged with invasion of privacy for 
secretly taking sexually explicit photos of 
a fellow male student in a situation similar 
to a high-profile 2010 incident at Rutgers 
University, the AP reports. Richard Charles 
Tuckwell allegedly took explicit photos of 
a 19-year-old male student without his 
consent, after he had fallen asleep in a 
dorm on Sept. 16. The younger student fell 
asleep after drinking alcohol, police said, 
and awoke at one point to see Tuckwell 

taking photos of him. Tuckwell, an Austra-
lian native, turned himself in to Princeton 
Borough Police on Sept. 21, according to 
Patch. He was released without bail.

The AP reports there is no indication 
the photos were circulated or distributed. 
Tuckwell and the alleged victim met during 
Lawn Party weekend, an annual event at 
Princeton. Princeton Borough police Capt. 
Nick Sutter told the Trentonian “there is an 
accusation of sexual assault that we are 
still investigating.” 

The story gener-
ated quite a few com-
ments on the Huff-
ington Post website 
with many showing 
concern that it was 
being sensational-
ized. One person 
said, “I am frankly 
getting tired people 
reading this one thing 
and assuming that 
this young man should be condemned as a 
sex pest with no evidence to the contrary. 
They released him with no bail. Sex pest 
are not usually released so easily and defi-
nitely not without bail” Another said, “Col-
lege students teabag each other and take 
photos in fraternities every day of the week 
and it doesn’t make Huffington Post’s front 
page. We need more information to know 
what happened. It is so easy to ruin lives 
with accusations that may not be anywhere 
close to what is true.” (Huffington Post at 
http://huff.to/Ptmrbf)

arousal. These methods, however, come 
with substantial problems. “We wanted 
to find an alternative measure that would 
be an automatic indication of sexual ori-
entation, but without being as invasive as 
previous measures. Pupillary responses 
are exactly that,” says Gerulf Rieger, lead 
author and research fellow at Cornell. 
“With this new technology we are able to 
explore sexual orientation of people who 
would never participate in a study on geni-
tal arousal, such as people from traditional 
cultures. This will give us a much better 
understanding how sexuality is expressed 
across the planet.”

The new Cornell study adds consider-
ably more to the field of sexuality research 
than merely a novel measure. As expect-
ed, heterosexual men showed strong pu-
pillary responses to sexual videos of wom-
en, and little to men; heterosexual women, 
however, showed pupillary responses to 
both sexes. This result confirms previous 
research suggesting that women have a 
very different type of 
sexuality than men. 
Moreover, the new 
study feeds into a 
long-lasting debate 
on male bisexual-
ity. Previous notions 
were that most bisexual men do not base 
their sexual identity on their physiological 
sexual arousal but on romantic and iden-
tity issues. Contrary to this claim, bisexual 
men in the new study showed substantial 
pupil dilations to sexual videos of both men 
and women. Men who identity as ‘mostly 
straight’ really exist both in their identity 
and their pupil response; they are more 
aroused to males than straight men, but 
much less so than both bisexual and gay 
men. (Science Daily at http://bit.ly/OYxgEi)

PFLAG effort 
targets faith 
communities
Cleveland, oH – Parents, Family and 
Friends Cleveland chapter hosted their 
national organization’s Great Lakes Re-
gional Conference on September 7 to 9, 
bringing LGBT people, their families and 
friends from a number of states together to 
work on advancing the rights of all people. 
Councilor Joe Cimperman of Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County Councilor Dale Mill-
er addressed the delegates, telling them 
the importance of putting forward their per-
sonal stories as a way of getting politicians 
on board for supporting anti-discrimination 
and other legislation, like domestic partner 

benefits.
The conference also saw the launch 

of P-FLAG’s new Straight for Equality in 
Faith Communities initiative, which was 
introduced by Jean-Marie Navetta, the 
national organization’s director of equality 
and diversity partnerships. The goal of the 
project is to “initiate conversation between 
people of faith and lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered individuals to achieve 
mutual goals of kindness and respect.”

Cleveland is a good city for the initia-
tive, since the Episcopal Trinity Cathedral 
hosts a great deal of LGBT and allied pro-
gramming, and is home to the headquar-
ters of the United Church of Christ, one of 
the most pro-gay mainstream Protestant 
denominations. The P-FLAG Great Lakes 
Regional Conference brought delegates 
from Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis and 
all over Ohio, as well as participants from 
Washington, D.C. (Gay People’s chronicle 
– anthony Glassman at Gaypeopleschron-
icle.com)

Has Chick-fil-A 
changed its anti-
gay agenda?
Chicago, iL – The Human Rights Cam-
paign is condemning Chick-fil-A for con-
tinuing to actively raise money for anti-
LGBT organizations like the Marriage 
and Family Foundation. the advocate is 
reporting that Chick-fil-A President Dan 
Cathy tweeted a photo from an event rais-
ing funds for the anti-LGBT group the very 
same day that news broke of the fast food 
chain’s apparent decision to no longer fi-
nancially support groups that promote dis-
crimination. 

In addition to being out-of-step with 
most Americans, Chick-fil-A’s current anti-
LGBT donations are simply bad for busi-
ness – and this summer’s earlier contro-
versy adversely impacted their brand. 
According to YouGov’s BrandIndex, Chick-
fil-A’s perception with consumers dropped 
from a 65 – nearly 20 points above the na-
tional average for other fast food chains – 
to a 39 in the week after Dan Cathy’s pro

Earlier, the Civil Rights Agenda 
(TCRA), an Illinois based LGBT civil rights 
advocacy organization learned that Chi-
cago Alderman Moreno has finalized ne-
gotiations with Chick-Fil-A and that Chick-
fil-A will no longer give money to anti-gay 
organization. The company also clarified 
in an internal document that the company 
will treat every person equally, regardless 
of sexual orientation. t (bay Windows – 
antony martinez at baywindows.com)

BeyonD THe BeLTWAy

richard Tuckwell

yunel escobar

Pupil dilation 
shows sexual 
orientation
new york, ny – There is a popular belief 
that sexual orientation can be revealed by 
pupil dilation to attractive people, yet until 
now there was no scientific evidence. For 
the first time, researchers at Cornell Uni-
versity used a specialized infrared lens 
to measure pupillary changes to partici-
pants watching erotic videos. Pupils were 
highly telling: they widened most to videos 
of people who participants found attrac-
tive. This revealed where they were on the 
sexual spectrum from heterosexual to ho-
mosexual.

The findings were published August 3 
in the scientific journal PloS one. Previ-
ous research explored these mechanisms 
either by simply asking people about their 
sexuality, or by using physiological mea-
sures such as assessing their genital 
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 neWS FroM THe KeySTone STATe

philadelphia, pA – The proposed LGBT 
senior-residence project is moving forward 
quickly, with construction expected to begin 
next month. A number of loose ends were tied 
up late in the summer, including the shoring up 
of all necessary funders, approv-
als and collaborators. Wells Fargo 
Bank has purchased the low-in-
come tax credits allocated from the 
Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Authority, estimated at about $12 
million. At least five national banks 
bid for the credits. The additional 
$8 million in funding is being cov-
ered by city and state funding.

The proposed six-story building will be 
home to 56 one-bedroom units designed for 
people age 62 and over. A portion of the resi-
dences will be dedicated to low-income adults. 
This summer, organizers attained zoning, 
building, environment and other necessary 
permits, said Mark Segal, PGN publisher and 
president of the Dr. Magnus Hirschfield Fund, 
which is spearheading the project. The Rede-
velopment Authority, which had been occupy-
ing the site, 249-257 S. 13th Street, vacated 

Gay Senior Housing Going 
Forward in Philadelphia

               The Lodge  1/4pg   (nc) color 
                    Atland’s Ranch ¼ page (nc)      

the property last week. Segal said cleanup 
of the current property has begun, and plans 
are underway for its demolition. “The project is 
moving forward very quickly,” he said.

The current building will be completely 
leveled, and ground-
breaking, slated for late 
October, will take place 
on a clear lot. Developer 
Pennrose Properties 
has chosen Domus Inc. 
as the general contrac-
tor after a competitive 
bid process. “We are 
happy to be working 
with them,” said Pen-

nrose development officer Jacob Fisher. “They 
are a class act. Pennrose has worked with 
them at least 20 times in the past and they 
have consistently delivered a superior prod-
uct in the required time frame. They are also a 
great choice for a high-profile Center City job.” 
WRT Design will serve as the architect. Fisher 
said the job is moving along “faster than any-
one anticipated.” t (Philadelphia Gay News – 
Jen colletta at epgn.com)

ƒ

DISCOUNT TICKETS, show info, 
exhibitor lists, directions and more at:

SugarloafCrafts.com
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900

OCTOBER 5, 6, 7, 2012
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83

Admission $8 online, $10 at the door - good all 3 days
Children under 12 and parking are FREE
Fri. & Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5

Sculpture by Kotah Moon

250 Juried
Artisans in Person!

 Designer Crafts
 Home Furnishings
 Affordable Art
 Specialty Foods
 Family Fun
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non-discrimi-
nation policy 
based on 
sexual ori-
entation as 
part of their 
c o l l e c t i v e -
b a r g a i n i n g 
a g r e e m e n t 
with the play-
ers’ union. A 
message like 
that is ex-
tremely pow-
erful in the 
macho -cen -
tric culture 
of the locker 
room. 

In Mary-
land, the recent flap between the Ravens’ 
Brendon Ayanbadejo’s support for mar-
riage equality and anti-gay state delegate 
Emmett Burns brought more reason to 
cheer. Not only did team officials back the 
linebacker’s right to express his beliefs but 
other players in the NFL supported him as 
well, particularly Minnesota Vikings punter 
Chris Kluwe, another marriage equality 
advocate. Dissenting teammates or oppo-
nents did not surface at least publicly. 

Sports stars are often heroes, espe-

cially to children. They have super-sized 
influence as a result of their celebrity. That 
is why corporations dole out big bucks to 
have athletes extol their products. As such, 
homophobic or racial slurs and statements 
carry weight. They can shape the attitudes 
of adults as well as children. Blue Jays 
manager John Farrell, referring to the Esco-
bar incident, said, “There is a definite role-
model responsibility that some guys might 
not realize or might not want to take on, but 
it’s part of being a Major League player.” 

In the National Hockey League, the 
aforementioned You Can Play project 
promotes safety in the locker rooms and 
that sports venues should be free from 
homophobia. By way of videos, a growing 
number of players are stating that “if you 
can play, you can play.” Athletes should be 
judged on talent, heart and work ethic, not 
sexual orientation. Although no gay male 
professional athlete has come out while 
active, there is a belief among those study-
ing this issue that such a decision will oc-
cur within ten years. 

The growing acceptance of LGBT folks 
around the country, the number of “night 
‘out’ at the ballpark” events, and the swift 
reactions to homophobia by sports teams’ 
management, players and fans demon-
strate how progress is trending in the right 
direction. t

yunel escobarBy STeve CHArinG
It was a costly little joke that Toronto Blue 
Jays shortstop Yunel Escobar played in 
September when he etched on his eye-
black (the black stickers that ballplayers 
place under their eyes to cut down on 
glare) in small white letters in Spanish, “Tu 
ere maracon.” The English translation is 
“You’re a faggot.” However, 
the glare that resulted was 
the glare of the media and 
outrage from a public who 
believe athletes should be 
moving beyond homopho-
bic slurs in this day in age.

Escobar, 29 and a na-
tive of Havana, Cuba, 
apologized for what he 
said was meant to be 
“just a joke.” He explained 
through a translator, “It was 
not something I intended 
to be offensive. It was not 
anything intended to be 
directed at anyone in par-
ticular.” He added, “I don’t 
have anything against ho-
mosexuals. I have friends 
who are gay.” It’s the kind 
of word that is frequently 
bandied about in a joking 
way among Latinos, he ex-
plained.

OK. Contrition displayed, apology ac-
cepted. Sending a strong signal that such 
“jokes” are not acceptable in Major League 
Baseball, punishment was meted out. MLB 
prohibits derogatory words or symbols on 
uniforms. The eye-black falls into that cat-
egory.

With input from Commissioner Bud 
Selig and the players union, the Toronto 
Blue Jays suspended the enigmatic Es-
cobar for three days without pay, and the 
$92,000 or so in lost salary is to be direct-
ed to two LGBT advocacy organizations, 
GLAAD and You Can Play. Escobar will 
also participate in an outreach initiative 

to help educate society 
about insensitivity and 
tolerance to others.

“I consistently say 
that baseball is a social 
institution with important 
social responsibilities 
and that I expect those 
who represent Major 
League Baseball to act 
with the kind of respect 
and sensitivity that the 
game’s diverse fan base 
deserves,” Commission-
er Bud Selig said in a 
statement. “Mr. Escobar 
has admitted that his ac-
tions were a mistake and 
I am hopeful he can use 
this unfortunate situation 
as an opportunity to educate himself and 
others that intolerance has no place in our 
game or society.”

So what is the significance of a wealthy 
guy making over $5 million a year to play 
a boy’s game, acting stupid and forfeit-

ing money he would never 
miss? Considerable. 

Whether you like sports 
or not, whether you feel 
contemptuous towards 
overpaid privileged ath-
letes, whether you revile 
mega-rich greedy owners, 
one thing is for certain: 
sports are deeply stitched 
into the fabric of our cul-
ture. The rapid reaction 
by the baseball industry to 
deal with this unfortunate 
spectacle can be influential 
in helping to move society’s 
attitudes towards a more 
accepting place. If Esco-
bar’s messaging went un-
punished, it would send the 
signal that it is okay to call 
people “faggot.”

The swiftness of the 
punishment in this case 
was very uplifting and is 

becoming a common occurrence. Pro 
teams and leagues in all sports are find-
ing out that homophobia in a more accept-
ing society is bad for business. We have 
seen teams and leagues take disciplinary 
actions in the wake of homophobic com-
ments by the likes of John Rocker, Jeremy 
Shockey, Tim Hardaway, Terrell Owens, 
John Smoltz, Joey Porter and Ozzie Guil-
len. These actions varied with the circum-
stances but there was clarity to them. With 
few exceptions, the fans generally sup-
ported the team or league.

NBA Commissioner David Stern was 
particularly strong. The NBA adopted a 

Through His 
Eyes We See 
Progress

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“The rapid 
reaction by 
the baseball 
industry to 

deal with this 
unfortunate 
spectacle can 
be influential 
in helping to 
move society’s 

attitudes 
towards a 

more accepting 
place.”

Paid for by the Authority of Friends of Bonnie Cullison, Marcia Massey, Treasurer
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5532 Norbeck Road • Rockville, MD 20853

www.villamayarestaurant.com/directions.html
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Friends of Bonnie Cullison, 3404 Beret Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20906

let’s Help re-elect a solid progressive  
and member of the lgbT caucus to  

the maryland House of delegates in 2014.
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change your views and feeling about what 
you are seeing. Find support.

3) Educate yourself, family, friends and 
neighbors: The truth always trumps a lie. 
Educate yourself about the religious text 
used to denigrate lesbians and gays. Read 
authors who have debunked biblical myths 
about homosexuality like Bishop Yvette Flun-
der, Bishop Carlton Pearson, Archbishop 
Carl Bean, Bishop Troy Perry, Bishop Shelby 
Spong, Rev. Mel White and Soul Force, the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Reli-
gious Roundtable, HRC religious resources.

4) Get affirmed in the Spirit: Attend spiritu-
al/religious services of affirming faiths. There 
are a tremendous amount of affirming Chris-
tian, Jewish and even Buddhist resources 
in this area. Talk to affirming people of faith. 
Know that you are a child of Spirit, affirmed 
and loved regardless of what the ads say.

5) Volunteer/donate to the marriage 
equality campaign: Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality will need volunteers and money to 
fight the good fight for marriage equality. Do-
nate your time and resources to this effort. 
You can find them on the web: Marylanders-
formarriageequality.org.

Most of all, love yourself. Be kind to your-
self, loved ones and neighbors. Love is the 
strongest energy in the universe. Cover your-
self with it, bathe yourself in it and speak it 
over your life. t

to guidelines for reasonable disciplinary child 
spanking (as opposed to child abuse). Mild 
spanking, done so that the pain is not severe 
and no marks or pain remain for more than 
a day afterwards, is a fairly common form of 
sexual stimulation. Things may be going too 
far if you have bruises or scars from spank-
ing, you like to be spanked with sharp or 
potentially dangerous objects, you like to be 
spanked elsewhere than the buttocks, espe-
cially if on the face or genitals, or if your part-
ner tries to control you out of bed.

3) What do you mean by “sick”?
Don’t get stuck trying to figure out what 

is and is not normal. “Normal” is probably 
not a useful concept when discussing sexu-
ality. There is a wide range of standards for 
what is considered sexually normal in differ-
ent cultures and even across subcultures in 
the United States. Navajos were disgusted 
by the European sexual custom of kissing 
on the mouth. Eskimo hosts were offended 
if visiting male Europeans rejected their hos-
pitality by refusing to have intercourse with 
Eskimo hostesses. 

The same activity can be healthy for one 
person and unhealthy, even dangerous, for 
another. Instead of trying to decide what is 

n o r - mal, it’s more useful to 
think in terms of un-

usual vs. unhealthy. 
A preference for 

spanking is a little 
unusual. Only you 
can decide wheth-
er it’s unhealthy. 
You can decide 
this by honestly 

considering your 
own feelings. The 
fact that you sent 
me this question 
may mean that 
what you’re doing 
is uncomfortable 
(and emotion-
ally unhealthy) 
for you. Or, it may 

just mean your sex 
life until recently was more conventional and 
you need reassurance that doing something 
less “vanilla” is not wrong.

Any sexual behavior, regardless of 
whether “society” or your friends think it’s 
fine or “sick,” may be inappropriate for you if 
it makes you feel embarrassed or ashamed. 
If you have a history of abuse, you must be 
especially careful not to recreate the abuse 
in your sex life. Sex is the only uniquely adult 
form of play. If it’s frightening or just not fun, 
something is wrong. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
What do you think about latex sex?

Tightly Wrapped

Dear Tightly,
Some concerns with latex are:
You must be careful not to block the air-

way (mouth and nose) with latex (or anything 
else). Suffocations have occurred in latex 
play, solo, and with partners.

Latex allergy can develop rapidly and can 
be life-threatening. Instead of latex, consider 
wearing some- thing else that 
can be tight, like leather or 
plastic.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I like to be 

spanked. Am I sick?
Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
Thanks for giving 

me a chance to dis-
cuss philosophy. I am 
reminded of what 
(sadly) may be the 
most lasting quote 
from ex-President 
Clinton: 

“It depends on 
what the meaning of ‘is’ is.” 

That is – What do you mean by 
“like”?What do you mean by “spanked”? 
What do you mean by “sick”?

1) What do you mean by “like”?
If “like” means you enjoy being spanked 

as part of sex play but you do not insist on 
it every time, what’s the problem? However, 
there may be a problem if you have difficulty 
getting aroused without being spanked (or 
without any other very specific or unusual ac-
tivity), or if you insist on your partner or part-
ners spanking you even if they don’t want to.

2) What do you mean by “spanked”?
Guidelines for reasonable sexual spank-

ing (as opposed to masochism) are similar 

HeALTH & WeLLneSS 

Unhealthy 
Perversions or 
Harmless Kink?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

We have entered the final phase of multiple 
campaigns. Not only are the presidential rac-
es winding down, but the marriage equality 
campaign is also heating up in the final laps 
to election day.

As expected, we haven’t seen the worse 
of the worse of TV ads decrying “gay” mar-
riage. Rest assured, beloveds, they are com-
ing. By the time you read this, you’ll be seeing 
the dreadful commercials. Not only are they 
laughable on one end, the commercials are 
filled with lies about our lives, harm to kids 
and the eventual “demise of society as we 
know it.” They are dramatic and designed 
to stir up fear, resentment and anxiety. The 
ads play upon fundamentalist notions of what 
marriage is and its so called roots in western 
theology. At their worse, they are dishearten-
ing, and frankly, toxic.

So what’s a fierce, fabulous and loving 
LGBT person to do in the face of all this tired 
TV ad drama? Here are five suggestions to 
survive the onslaught of lies:

1) Go on a TV/media diet: monitor how 
much TV you watch. Turn the tube off at 
times. Do something nurturing and uplifting. 
Walk, run, meditate volunteer... put down the 
remote.

2) Surround self with affirming people: 
You know you aren’t the lynch pin of the de-
struction of civilization! Seriously, surround 
yourself with loving friends and family who 
know the beautiful truth of who you are. Ex-

Rough Road 
Ahead

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, 
ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, 

baptisms, funerals, home 
blessings, spiritual direction. 

For more information, 
410-900-2021 or 

africanlotus@aol.com
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By MArK SeGAL 
Many years ago, my friend Jan was raped. 
The trauma was so great that she ended up 
taking her own life. This week I’ve watched 
the “debate” about rape unfold in the news 
thanks to a mindless, ignorant, ideological 
congressman from Missouri. And do you 
know what? I’m angry. I’m really angry. I’m 
not angry at him – I’m angry at those who 
allowed this hate speech. Rape has one 
definition. Anyone who has been raped or 
knows someone who has been raped un-
derstands one thing: There is no such thing 
as “forcibly raped” or “legitimately raped.”

It is only one word: rape. And it is hor-
rific. You can’t repackage it: it is simply rape. 
There’s no reason for me to elaborate on 
what a special person Jan was. Rape kills, 
rape destroys. Not only the person raped, 
but the family’s life as well.

About five percent of women who are 
raped get pregnant. For some of them, the 
horrific violent way they became pregnant is 
something that they can’t live with for nine 
months. Although my friend Jan did not 
get pregnant, I couldn’t imagine asking her 
about what it would be like to relive those 
moments of violence for nine months and 
then look at her child and try to think of any-
thing else but that incident.

And yet there are still people out there 
who try and control what women do with their 
bodies. And while I didn’t want to have this 
personal column become partisan, as I write 
this I hear on the TV in the background that 

the Republican Platform Committee has ap-
proved language that opposes abortion on 
any grounds, including rape or incest. Then 
I hear a spokesperson for the Republican 
Party say the reason and I hear the words 
“sanctity of life.” And it makes me angrier. 
These are the same people who use “sanc-
tity of marriage” against gay-marriage sup-
porters. I wonder why those same people 
don’t use the phrase “sanctity of our borders” 
against those who are pro-immigration?

I’m not going to debate any of the three 
issues I just raised, but I will raise the name 
of the Tea Party here. That band of crea-
tures thinks they are fighting to take their 
country back. Back from what? From us? 
Theirs is truly a holier-than-thou attitude.

Mitt Romney, you bent over backward 
to please this group. I hope you’re proud 
of how you’ve empowered your party. Paul 
Ryan, you were already a Tea Party guy 
before there was a Tea Party. You helped 
coin the phrase “forcibly raped” thanks to 
your co-sponsorship of legislation with that 
ignorant congressman from Missouri. Be-
tween now and Election Day, I’ll be remind-
ing people of who you are and the ideas you 
espouse. If there ever was a time to encour-
age people to vote, now is it. I’ll remember 
my friend Jan. For you, readers, think of 
yourselves and your sisters, nieces, moth-
ers and daughters during debates about 
rape and abortion. t

mark Segal (mark@epgn.com) is the 
publisher of PhiladelPhia Gay News. 

THinKinG oUTLoUD

When the Rape Debate Hits Home
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By SHirLi HUGHeS
While working in my office last Thursday, I was 
startled by the sound of the building’s fire alarm 
going off. Everyone was immediately informed 
that this was not a drill and that we were all to 
exit the building immediately. I had just enough 
time to slip on my shoes, grab my purse, and 
join the crowd of my building mates, to be-
gin the long trek down nine flights of stairs, to 
ground level and ultimately, to safety.

Although the stairwell was full of people 
pressing their way downward, everyone 
seemed to be in good spirits and the sound 
of laughter and light chatter accompanied the 
sound of the clanging alarm throughout our 
rather orderly descent.

However, the closer we got to ground level, 
a low level hum of tension and anxiety showed 
up to accompany us. And somewhere around 
the fifth floor, I realized that my spirit had begun 
to hum along with the mounting tension I felt 
around me. I found myself wanting to go faster 
and faster and could not understand why time 
seemed to be standing still as we navigated 
the stairs. The closer we were to the safety of 
ground level, the longer it seemed to take and 

the more afraid I was becoming.
I was surprised at this level of anxiety blos-

soming inside of me and could not help but ask 
my spirit, what was going on? Why was I feel-
ing this way? I attempted to soothe my self with 
positive thoughts and inwardly told myself that 
in all probability, there was absolutely nothing 
wrong and that we would all get to ground level, 
find out that this was all a false alarm, have a 
good laugh over it, turn around and go right 
back inside the building and back to work. But 
I wasn’t sure and this lack of certainty troubled 
me. My chest was becoming heavy from my 
fear. I began to pray, “God watch over us.”

As I prayed my way down the stairs, our 
descent became somewhat slower, as more 
people joined the mass of bodies moving 
downward and by floor three, there was no 
more chatter or light laughter. Uncertainty and 
unease had become our sojourners.

In the middle of my prayers for our safety, I 
finally realized what was triggering my height-
ened anxiety. It was my fear of the unknown 
and my fear of not being “in control” of the situ-
ation. I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry at 
my epiphany, as it was so laughingly predict-
able and so very “me” because I truly hate not 
being in control. 

I continued to pray and instead of asking 
God to watch over us all and protect us, I now 
began to pray the four simple words found in 

My Steps of 
Faith

FAiTH // SPIRIT CORNER

A Reconciling Congregation, Grace UMC welcomes all, and all means all. 
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Grace United Methodist Church  
welcomes you, 

your partner and any children and youth in your 
family to participate in our excellent music program 
and church school for all ages. See our web site, 

listed below for more details.

the Lord’s Prayer that have challenged me so 
very much throughout my lifetime in my rela-
tionship with God, “thy will be done.” 

I was reminded in those moments of my 
journey to safety, that God is the one in control, 
not me and that all I ever have to do whenever 
I’m afraid is to trust “surrender” my fear and 
“trust” God to be “with me.” Isn’t this a huge 
part of what it means to have faith? Isn’t this 
what those truly vexing four little words really 
mean? That I trust that God’s will, will be done 
and meted out with grace and mercy and pray 
that I will have the strength to stay the course, 
no matter what? 

I have learned and practiced this lesson 
of surrender and trust many times in lifetime 
and have come to understand that as scrip-
ture teaches, God never promised me that 
my life would not be sprinkled with pain, loss, 
heartache and despair at any given time but 
God did promise me to be with me in every 
circumstance and situation. In John 14:18, we 
find these words of Jesus, “I will not leave you 
orphans (comfortless), I will come to you”.

I must confess that in the midst of some 
of my greatest trials and challenges, I have 
raged at God and screamed “Where are you 
when I need you” and “What good are you?” I 
now understand that even in my rants at God, 
God was still beside me, loving me, walking 
with me through it all.

Looking back, I realize that although I 
could not always see, hear, or feel God’s 
presence, God was indeed there.

Most often, God was there for me in the 
presence of an unexpected angel a brother 
or sister who took the time to offer a word of 
encouragement, a kind act, a listening heart 
or consoling arms to hold me while I cried. 

As I finally took the last few steps to the 
safety of outside, I realized that somewhere 
during those last few steps, I stopped being 
full of fear and had instead become filled with 
gratitude. I had released my fear of what I 
could not control and instead had begun to 
reflect on the many ways in which God has 
blessed and kept me and I was filled with 
gratitude. 

I am grateful for so many things in my life, 
the good, the bad, and all the in between. But 
most of all, I am grateful for my many “an-
gels.” They have been my light, my strength 
my hope and my joy.

Most of all, I am grateful for my faith and 
my “God sent” angels who continue to walk 
my life journey with me, day by day. I pray that 
you have the heart to recognize your angels 
when they come to you in your time of need. 
And in the times that are especially hard on 
your heart, I pray that you keep the faith and 
know that you are never alone. You will not be 
left orphaned. t



BALTiMore oUTLoUD  OCTOber 5, 2012  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  13 

Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Sundays at 10 a.m. • Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

Contact Deacon Fred Passauer, Parish Administrator
410-969-2785

801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2208
410-969-2783

Our Weekend Mass schedule:

All Are Welcome
St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.

www.stbernadette.org

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.

A Spiritual Center for the 
LGBT Community

Rev. Lorin Cahill-Stanley
Pastor

Rev. Jamie Cahill-Stanley
Associate Pastor

Services held in private homes 
– call for locations

grcfellowship.webstarts.com
godsrainbowconnection@gmail.com

(717) 701-9226

God’s 
Rainbow 

Connection



14 t  BALTiMore oUTLoUD  OCTOber 5, 2012  •  baltimoreoutloud.com

LiveLy ArTS // OUT ON SCREEN

By CHUCK DUnCUn
It’s been a slow September at the cineplex, but the Oscar-
bait and holiday movies will be rolling out soon. In the 
meantime, if you’re looking for some classic movie en-
tertainment to tide you over until the big movies hit the 
big screen, you can’t go wrong with the offerings from 
the Warner Archive Collection. The collection consists of 
films that the studio feels won’t sell well enough to offer 
at retail outlets – or those that stores just don’t have the 
shelf space for these “specialty” films – so Warner Broth-
ers began a Manufacture on Demand program of titles 
(DVDs that are made to order instead of mass produced) 
that consists of everything from sword and sandal epics 
like Hercules, Samson and ulysses to 70s cult films (the 
boy Friend, lisztomania) to more contemporary comedies 
(S.o.b.and Victor / Victoria) to TV series and movies (Fal-
con crest, don’t be afraid of the dark).

Recent releases like the swinging sixties secret agent 
movie the liquidator and the completely daffy musical the 
cool ones demonstrates that the folks at Warner Brothers 
are movie fans in their own right and want to make pretty 
much everything in their vaults available to the public. The 
Archive Collection also has a series of film noir movies in 
the catalog, and I was intrigued enough by the artwork for 
Nicholas Ray’s born to be bad to check it out.

Meet Christabel Caine (Joan Fontaine). She seems 
harmless enough as she comes to stay with Donna, her 

uncle’s assistant, while 
she attends a business 
school. Christabel will 
be taking over Donna’s 
publishing job after 
Donna (Joan Leslie) 
marries the filthy rich 
Curtis Carey (Zach-
ary Scott) – he doesn’t 
flaunt his wealth, rather 
everyone else flaunts it 
for him. Donna’s artist 
friend Gabriel (Mel Fer-
rer), or Gobby as ev-
eryone calls him, takes 
an interest in Christabel 
and offers to paint her 
portrait, hoping to make 
a few bucks by selling 
the portrait to her fam-
ily (Gobby also seems 
to be the women’s gay 
best friend, although the film tries to paint him as a wom-
anizer). Christabel also meets Donna’s friend, the writer 
Nick Bradley (Robert Ryan), a world traveler with a new 
novel about to be published.

Christabel is immediately taken with the lives of the 
elite, and begins an affair with 
Nick. But money is more her 
thing, so she sets her sights 
on Curtis, setting him up 
to question his relationship 
with Donna, then driving the 
wedge between them, driving 
her away, and marrying him in 
the process. Except she’s still 
not quite done with Nick, and 
this being part of the Warner 
Archive Collection Film Noir 
series, things will not end hap-
pily for everyone.

born to be bad is one of 
those movies that is a product 
of an era when women could 
be portrayed as deceptive and 
cunning, stealing husband af-
ter husband, and getting away 
with murder. Men, on the oth-
er hand, always had to have 
some sort of comeuppance 
according to the Hayes Code 
that was in place at the time, 
long before the MPAA rating 
system went into effect.

Christabel Caine is one of 
those women. Not as bad as 
Phyllis Dietrichson (Barbara 
Stanwyck) in double indem-
nity… or perhaps she’s even 
worse because she’s able to 
toy with the men around her 

Born To Be Bad – A Pointy Gem Restored

while still portraying that air of innocence that drags them into 
her trap. Joan Fontaine, who was so good as the put-upon 
Mrs. DeWinter in Hitchcock’s rebecca, puts her fresh-faced 
beauty to good use as the maneater here, even if she does 
seem just a tad too old to be playing such an ingenue (at 33, 
she looks a good ten years older), and for being such an in-
nocent, she really knows how to work people to get what she 
wants. As bad to the bone as Christabel is, Fontaine makes 
the film extremely entertaining even though you’re almost 
hoping she gets hers by the time the credits roll.

I mentioned that you’d expect Christabel to get some kind 
of punishment by the end of the film, and I found it surprising 
that she doesn’t. In fact, the film leaves Christabel’s fate up in 
the air even after she’s destroyed a couple of lives, and didn’t 
give a second thought to her beloved aunt’s passing. There 
is an odd moment with Gobby and the painting of Christabel 
that has some humor to it, but it doesn’t seem to make sense 
within the context of their last conversation together. However, 
in a rare piece of bonus material on an Archive Collection re-
lease (most of these are bare-bones, movie-only disks with 
an occasional trailer as an extra), the folks at Warner Broth-
ers have combed the vaults and turned up an alternate end-
ing that’s never been seen until now. This ending helps make 
sense of that final moment of the film and expands on it and 
Christabel’s fate in a rather surprising way. If you enjoyed the 
movie, this alternate ending makes it even more satisfying.

The Warner Archive Collection presentation of born to 
be bad includes a very nice print with only some moderate 
scratches here and there. The black-and-white image is pretty 
sharp, and looked terrific upconverted to a 1080-pixel image 
from the DVD. The audio is also nice and sharp and free from 
any major hissing or popping. In addition to the alternate end-
ing, the DVD also includes the film’s original theatrical trailer. 
Fans of the classic noir films from the 1940s and 1950s that 
feature bad girls using their female charms to get what they 
want will definitely want to add this DVD to their collection. It 
certainly has the ability to become a new camp classic once 
it’s discovered by a larger audience. You can get more infor-
mation about this film by visiting Wbshop.com.  t
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By GreGG SHApiro
Beginning in Massachusetts in 1984, we encounter overly 
sexualized adolescent Donny (Justin Weaver) making a 
pass at teacher Miss McGarrigle (Eva Amurri Martino) in 
that’s my boy (Sony Pictures Home Entertainment). She 
later seduces her young teen student and begins an af-
fair with him. It all comes to a screeching halt after they 
are caught boning during an assembly and a pregnant and 
remorseless Miss M is sentenced to 30 years in prison.

The present day, beer swilling Donny (Adam Sandler) 
owes the IRS more than 40K and no longer talks to the son 
he named Han Solo. Han, who changed his name to Todd 
(Andy Samberg), moved out when he turned 18. Now, 
clear across town, heavily medicated, hedge-fund man-
ager Todd is being calmed by his fiancé Jamie (Leighton 
Meester), before their upcoming Cape Cod wedding. But 
it’s all for naught as Todd is soon degraded by Jamie’s fa-
ther and soldier brother Chad (hot Milo Ventimiglia). 

A proposed prison reunion with Donny, Todd and Mc-
Garrigle on a Maury Povich-style talk show arises as a 
way for Donny to pay his debt. But when Donny shows 
up, uninvited, on the Cape, it threatens to disrupt the en-
tire weekend. With a reconciliation hanging in the balance, 
Donny and Todd navigate the turbulent waters. 

Dated comedic references and idiotic sight gags, in-
volving erections, masturbation, pugilist priests, strippers, 

LiveLy ArTS // SCREEN SAVOR

candlepin bowling, spit-takes, incest 
and spa treatment bachelor parties give 
stoner humor a bad name. that’s my 
boy takes its rightful place alongside 
Sandler’s string of recent humorless 

comedies. DVD special features include deleted scenes 
and gag reel. 

There’s so much wrong with rom-com What to ex-
pect When You’re expecting 
(Lionsgate), that it’s difficult 
to know where to begin. Of-
ten tasteless and offensive, 
WteWYe feels immediately 
passé and tired. In spite of 
a few timely references (i.e. 
food trucks and reality TV 
shows featuring competing 
dancing celebrities and com-
peting obese people), this 
movie could have been made 
in the 1980s or 1990s. The 
irresponsible screenplay by 
(surprisingly) Whip it scribe 
Shauna Cross and Heather 
Hach seems to exist in an-
other time period. It’s 2012, 
does no one have safe sex 
anymore? It’s 2012, where 
are the sane same-sex par-
ents? 

What’s (Not) So Funny? Couples Jules (Cameron Diaz) and Evan (Matthew 
Morrison), Holly (Jennifer Lopez) and Alex (Rodrigo San-
toro), Wendy (Elizabeth Banks) and Gary (Ben Falcone), 
Rosie (Anna Kendrick) and Marco (Chace Crawford), 
Skyler (Brooklyn Decker) and Remington (Dennis Quaid), 
and Kara (Wendi McLendon-Covey) and Craig (Thom-
as Lennon), all muddle through the perils of pregnancy 
(planned and unplanned) and potential parenthood with 

various degrees of success. 
Banking on the frank humor of 
bridesmaids (as well as some 
similarities in cast members), 
it would appear that some suit 
was hoping to cash in on the 
irreverence trend, but the com-
edy is stillborn.

Not even pretty Craw-
ford or a usually shirtless Joe 
Manganiello (as single Davis, 
through whom a few of the fa-
thers live vicariously) can re-
suscitate this fiasco. If ever a 
movie functioned as a strong 
argument for keeping abortion 
safe and legal (if not manda-
tory), it’s this one. Special fea-
tures in the DVD / Digital Copy 
/ Ultraviolet package include 
deleted scenes and a pair of 
featurettes. t
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was from apricot pits. But that was just people desper-
ately taking medication. This was an effort to actually do 
the drug trials. There were review boards for it. Informed 
consent was brought to bear in it. So it was really interest-
ing. That somebody had a tape of it – I couldn’t believe it, 
I couldn’t believe my luck when I found that.

GS: it’s truly breathtaking footage. The title of the 
doc indicates that the film takes a very different ap-
proach to the AiDS crisis, than say “We Were Here,” 
for example. What was involved in deciding to take the 
“how to” approach?

DF: The bigger goal of mine was to tell a story, to tell 
the other side of the story of what those plague years were 
like. I think that many accounts have been put together, 
both fictional and nonfictional, about how tragic that time 
was. Anybody who had gone through it knew also that it 
was a time of incredible agency on the part of the com-
munity. There was a huge growth in power and knowledge 
and creativity. It’s a revolutionary impetus that changed 
the country. It changed healthcare in America. It changed 
the role of gay people in America. It left this totally trans-
formed country behind. I wanted to tell that part of the 
story. I understand why people hadn’t done it before, 
because there was so much suffering and we needed to 
honor that. I didn’t want to 
undermine that, but I wanted 
to be able to say, look a lot of 
good came from AIDS along 
with that awful tragedy. 

GS: The survival aspect 
of the title really hits home 
in the scene where some-
one say “in the absence 
of adequate health care” 
the community became its 
own “clinicians, research-
ers, drug smugglers, phar-
macists,” librarians, even 
going so far as to write a 
treatment agenda. Before 
making the film, how aware 
were you of this level of 
community activity?

DF: I was very aware of 
the underground stuff. The 
underground drug distribu-
tions I had covered. I had 
friends who relied on those 
distributions for medication. 
At one point when my lover 
died, I did what many people 
did, which was I carried what 
was left of his experimental 
drugs over to the People With AIDS Health Group so they 
could distribute them to people who were still alive. There 
was this active underground that the authorities were just 
allowing to exist. Because they existed, people had some 
hope and had some belief that something was being done. 
Ultimately as Derek Link says in the film, ultimately those 
drugs didn’t do any good. It was like the laetrile of the 
time.

GS: it was all trial 
and error unfortunate-
ly.

DF: Right. And that’s 
when they started do-
ing actual drug trials. 
The Compound Q trials, 
which is what you saw 
in that basement, was 
drawn up by academics 
and the idea was, we’re 
going to see if this works, 
instead of just giving it 
out over the counter. 
Let’s see if it works. Of 
course, it didn’t.

GS: now as you said, too, about not just the drug 
trials, but also the activism that arose from it. people 
outside of the community also learned many valuable 
lessons from the response and from ACT Up.

DF: Absolutely! Every aspect of health activism today 
and any other disease is based in part of the model of 
ACT UP.

GS: As someone, not from the community, notes in 
the film, they elevated themselves by self-education, 
by standing up and fighting back. Do you think ACT 
Up, TAG and other groups within the LGBT commu-

nity ever got or will ever get 
the recognition they deserve 
for the changes they helped 
to effect?

DF: Not yet. When you think 
about it, this film is the first 
to acknowledgement of that. 
People who have watched the 
film have left it saying that they 
deserve a Nobel Prize, their 
contributions were that funda-
mental that they really should 
be considered at that level.

GS: At around the same 
time How to Survive a Plague 
is coming out at around the 
same time that Jim Hubbard’s 
documebary United in Anger is 
making the festival circuit. Have 
you seen it and what do you 
think it says about the timing of 
the release of both films?

DF: I have seen it. It was 
made by Jim Hubbard who is 
one of my producers. So we 
worked closely in tandem on 
the films. united in anger was 
his effort to paint a portrait of 
an organization. The subject of 

his is ACT UP, while mine is about that group of people 
who were instrumental in bringing about the drugs. And 
Jim was also my friend during the years covered in these 
films. He and I were roommates. We’re old friends.

GS: So what do you think it says that both of these 
films are coming around now?

DF: I think that there’s something to be said for the 
imposition of time after a crisis like that. To think about 

HoW To MAKe A 
DoCUMenTAry ABoUT AiDS

– continued from front page 
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it, a lot of the really 
powerful and lasting 
literature about the 
Holocaust started ap-
pearing about 15 years 
later. There was some 
really powerful and en-
grossing work that was 
produced at the height 
of the Holocaust or dis-
covered, as with Anne 
Frank. But really, the 
thinking, the process-
ing, it took some time 
to look back and make 
sense of witnesses’ 

accounts of that period and to try and understand not just 
what happened, but what it meant. That’s the mission that 
I set myself on when I started working on this project.

GS: The late Bob rafsky is something of a central 
figure, not only in the fight against AiDS, but also in 
the doc. Why did you choose to focus so much time 
on him?

DF: Each of the characters that I focus on or follow, 
had one thing in common, they were AIDS treatment ac-
tivists. But I selected individuals based on what role that 
they played in the organization. Bob was really like the 
prophet. He had the ability to contextualize the pandemic 
in a way that made others understand it. 

GS: yes, he’s incredibly well spoken.
DF: He was the kind of person who would go into 

these demonstrations, taking over offices, meeting with 
scientists. When everything broke down, he was the per-
son who would pull up his pant leg and show his Kaposi’s 
sarcoma lesions and say. “Look, this is about death and 
not about politics and not about money and not about any-
thing else.” And you see him developing throughout the 
course of ten years, you see the refinement of his oration. 
He’s like a rabbi. He was a stunning character. 

GS: Something else that stood out for me in the 
doc was the use of the late Arthur russell’s music, 
which might be because i recently saw gay filmmaker 
ira Sachs’ new movie Keep the Lights On, which also 
utilizes russell’s music. 

DF: That we didn’t coordinate.
GS: Can you say something about russell’s mu-

sic?
DF: Russell died of AIDS in the early 90s. His mu-

sic is really influential to a new generation of musicians 
and it was through that resurgence that I first learned of 
his work. We made a plan to go, with his estate, into his 
recordings from late in his life, when he was very prolific 
and see what he was doing, to see the world that he was 
seeing. Surprisingly, it was a very bright world. It thought it 
would be darker as he was dying and he knew that he was 
dying that he would have despaired and you’d see that in 
his music. But he didn’t – it’s full of beauty and life and 
power. He was recording these things in his apartment 
and we based the score on those ideas and themes that 
he was working on at the end of his life.

GS: What is next for you?
DF: I am working on a book currently, also about this 

period in New York. After that I want to see if I could find 
another documentary to work on. t
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Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

With the recent Chik-fil-A debate and the end-
less reports of yet another bakery, dress shop, 
et cetera denying gay couples services for their 
weddings, I wanted to take some time and cele-
brate those businesses and individuals who sup-
port marriage equality and the LGBT community. 

As the Domestic Dandy, I’m proud to pro-
mote companies that I believe in and that have 
offered tremendous support to my husband and 
me during the planning of our wedding. With car-
ing and compassionate customer service and 
quality well designed products, these business-
es support human rights, and yes, that includes 
the rights of the LGBT community. 

Number one on my Domestic Dandy list is 
I. Gorman Jewelers (1133 20th St. NW, Wash-
ington, DC). My husband and I have frequented 
this family-owned jewelry store for years before 
we got married in the District of Columbia. When 

we walked in to find our wedding rings, their 
welcoming salespeople continued to offer us 
phenomenal help and support. With glasses of 
champagne in hand, we were escorted around 
the store and treated with the respect and ex-
citement offered to any couple searching for that 
perfect set of rings to commemorate 
their commitment to each other. It 
was a wonderful and memorable ex-
perience. 

It wasn’t a surprise however. I. 
Gorman has always been supportive 
of the LGBT community even before 
gay marriage was making the news. 
Their welcoming presence, however, 
was made even more evident as 
Karen Defilippi and her wife, Liz Saxe 
won the I. Gorman “What Love Looks 
Like” wedding photo contest.  After selecting 
Karen and Liz’s winning wedding photo, I. Gor-
man sent the beautiful couple on a romantic eve-
ning of dinner and car service. As owner Adam 
Gorman states, “We believe in the commitment 
of same-sex couples, and we are happy to do 
our part to help them ‘Let it show.’” 

Another company that offered wonderful 
service was our wedding photographer, Patrick 
Onofre (Patrickonofre.com). Not used to show-
ing too much PDA, my soon to be husband and 
I felt very comfortable with Patrick and his team 
as they posed us for our wedding photos includ-
ing various couple shots and pics of “the kiss.” 

It was a true testament to Patrick’s manner that 
we felt comfortable enough to show our love and 
affection in front of the camera.

While Patrick was taking our still photos, Ben 
Harper and his associates at Breakwall Media 
(breakwallmedia.com) filmed our special day. 

As the day’s events swirled around 
us, it was comforting to know that 
everything from the guests’ arrival, 
our wedding vows, and the fun and 
fellowship of the reception were 
all being recorded for us to watch 
later and remember our special 
day. While we knew we were be-
ing filmed, it never felt intrusive as 
Ben made us and our guests feel 
comfortable and secure. 

One of the most important 
aspects of a wedding is the reception venue. 
Where will you have it? Will it accommodate 
all of your guests? How will the staff treat your 
friends and family? All of these questions were 
concerns for us as well. However, our worries 
were quickly relieved when we chose the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel at the Chevy Chase Pa-
villion (4300 Military Road NW, Washington, 
D.C.). We had a wonderful experience with 
the hotel staff during the planning process as 
they went out of their way to make our day a 
special one, especially Debbie Codinach, ca-
tering sales manager. I highly recommend the 
Embassy Suites for your reception or party. Our 

guests had a wonderful time and remarked how 
helpful the staff was and how efficiently every-
thing was run. As Debbie Codinach states, “At 
the Embassy Suites, Chevy Chase, our focus is 
on the couple and ensuring their day is exactly 
how they want it to be from start to finish. This 
includes not only the event, but the entire week-
end from guest suites and our overall service 
right through to the ceremony and reception. 
Every couple deserves to have a unique, per-
sonal and wonderful experience for their wed-
ding and that is what we strive for.”

Finally, what wedding reception would 
be complete without a wedding cake! My 
husband and I researched several bakeries 
and a few pastry chefs to create our wedding 
cake, finally choosing Creative Cakes in Sil-
ver Spring (Creativecakes.com). This low-key 
bakery hosted us for a tour and cake tasting 
of their various cake options. After a fun and 
personal meeting with the chef’s assistant, we 
decided upon our cake design and flavors. 
Creative Cakes did a phenomenal job and 
made us feel special and well taken care of 
on our big day. As Maryland moves toward 
marriage equality, my thoughts and prayers 
go out to all those couples who have been 
waiting patiently for their moment of wedded 
bliss. As you plan your wedding, know that 
you have the support of many businesses 
and individuals who believe that you deserve 
your special day. t

Helpmeets
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you require service. 
Your local attorney bar referral servic-

es may yield a number of attorney names 
for you. However, most attorney bar refer-
ral services will simply provide you with a 
list of names. They are usually not permit-
ted to include characterizations like “Attor-
ney Jane Doe is a great attorney.”

If all else fails, then searching the on-
line web or newspaper lawyer advertise-
ments may be your only available avenue. 
Generally, a review of lawyer or firm web-
sites will most likely provide you with the 
answers to the three fundamental ques-
tions you should ask such as: 1) what is 
the primary focus of the lawyer or firm; 2) 
how many years of experience does the 
lawyer or firm have in the specific area of 
law you need and 3) whether they offer 
“free” consultations. 

After you view the website, you may 
want to consider calling and set an ap-
pointment for a consultation. During the 
consultation, you will have an opportunity 
to evaluate the attorney. After you deter-
mine that the attorney is experienced and 
knowledgeable in the area in which you 
require service, ask yourself whether the 
attorney will be sensitive to your needs. 
While the website can provide you with a 
lot of information about the firm, there is 
one thing that the web site cannot provide 
you. 

A face to face meeting will most likely 
tell you whether you have a “connection” 
with the attorney. No, I do not mean a ro-
mantic or physical connection because of 
the lawyer’s physical appearance. How-
ever, do you think this attorney “sees” you 
and shows some regard for your situa-
tion? Did you feel a little more at peace af-
ter talking with this attorney? Do you think 
this attorney is sensitive to your needs as 
a LGBT person? Did you get the feeling 
that this attorney would be attentive to 
your matter or will you simply be lost in 
the pool of his/her client base? If you are 
a spiritual person, is it important whether 
you felt a spiritual connection with this at-
torney? 

Wading through the pool of lawyers 
may be challenging because the Baltimore 
and D.C. areas are full of thousands of at-
torneys who practice in various areas of 
law. But this strategy can help find the one 
who’s right for your particular needs.t

michelle lanchester (michelle@
lanchesterlaw.com) is an attorney with the 
lanchester law Firm in Washington, d.c. 
(lanchesterlaw.com; 202-220-3000).

THe LAW & yoU

How to Connect with 
the Right Lawyer

By ATTy. MiCHeLLe LAnCHeSTer
After 26 years of practicing law in Mary-
land, nothing surprises me about the way 
some people go about looking for the right 
attorney to hire. I have heard crazy com-
ments like “She was hot” and “His suit was 
sharp” and “He just had that look about 
him” as top determining factors for choos-
ing the “right” lawyer. In the “old days,” be-
fore the internet, I heard some people say, 
“I just went to the phone book, opened the 
lawyer section and chose the first name 
on the page.”

Nowadays, in this era of Google 
searches, web marketing, and Superlaw-
yers.com, Lawyers.com, Attorneys.com, 
Findlaw.com, Findlawyers.com, how do 
you find the right lawyer to fit your needs? 

First try to narrow and define what 
type of legal service you need. What are 
you seeking to do? What are your needs 
or why do you think you want an attorney?   
Do you have a family matter, like adop-
tion or divorce? Are you trying to adopt 
as a same sex couple? Are you seeking a 
same sex divorce? Are you thinking about 
having a will done? Did you get stopped 
for drunk driving? Did you get arrested for 
something?

After you determine the category for 
which you need an attorney, then ask the 
people in your life for attorney referrals. I 
believe the best place to start to ask for 
attorney referrals is your immediate “circle 
of influence,” like your friends, loved ones, 
family members, co-workers, colleagues 
and associates. If you are a same sex 
couple and you want to adopt, ask your 
“circle of influence” whether they can rec-
ommend an attorney who would be sensi-
tive to your needs as a same-sex couple 
and who has been successful in handling 
same-sex adoptions. If you simply ask for 
a referral for an adoption attorney, then 
you may have a wider net of generalized 
attorneys who may not be suitable for a 
same-sex adoption. 

If your “circle of influence” cannot pro-
vide referrals for you, then ask for refer-
rals from attorneys that may have handled 
legal matters for you in the past. If you 
had an employment attorney in the past, 
it may not be a good idea to hire her to 
handle your same-sex adoption matter or 
your drunk-driving case. Of course, when 
it comes to medical matters, you would 
not want your podiatrist to handle your 
matters of heart disease or high blood 
pressure. Similarly, you want to match 
your attorney to the legal matter for which 

I’ve written a few columns about mindfulness, 
which is an incredibly effective tool for improv-
ing peace of mind and boosting your ability to 
concentrate. Studies show that it also reduces 
clinical symptoms of stress, anxiety, and de-
pression.

Mindfulness is a meditation technique that 
you apply to an activity that you are doing: tak-
ing a walk, showering, having something to eat, 
cleaning the bathroom, 
anything! It helps you to 
relax, clear your mind, 
and focus on what’s hap-
pening around you in the 
present moment.

As a brief summary, 
it’s recommended that 
you practice mindfulness 
once a day; practice it for 
30 seconds to a minute. 
In three to four months, 
you should start to feel the benefits.

To do a mindfulness exercise: 1) Notice 
what you see, hear, smell, taste, and touch, 
2) Line up your thoughts with what you are 
sensing (“I see a tree” or “I’m smelling bar-
beque”), and 3) Continue to do what you are 
doing, such as taking your walk or eating your 
barbeque. To get the most out of the exercise, 
remember these three goals: 1) Do one thing 
at a time during the mindfulness exercise and 
do not multi-task, 2) Be nonjudgmental (avoid 
saying, “This is a lousy hamburger” or “This is 
a tasty hamburger,” and instead say, “I’m tast-
ing the burger, lettuce, tomato, and ketchup. 
I feel the soft crunch of the lettuce, and I can 
hear as I chew, too”). 

What follows are a few recent experiences 
I’ve had while practicing mindfulness.

• As I’ve mentioned before, I’ve gone and 
gotten myself involved in the political cam-
paign for marriage equality these past four 
months. The to-do list never empties, organiz-
ing people for an event can feel like “herding 
cats,” you eat a lot of bad food, and it stinks 
having your neighbors vote on your human 
rights. It’s stressful!

To make matters worse for myself, I 
slacked off on my exercising and mindfulness 
practice, so the stress has been affecting my 

sleep and my ability to concentrate. I’m often 
rushing, stopping one thing in the middle to do 
something else and leaving the first task unfin-
ished, having fake conversations in my head, 
plotting, and planning. My thoughts and feel-
ings are like a car motor that’s revving – higher 
and higher and higher, and now it’s stuck go-
ing way too fast.

So, the other day, I was driving on the Belt-
way, exiting off a ramp, and I was busy thinking 
about 30 things at once. At the traffic light at 
the end of the ramp, I thought to myself, “Self!? 
You know better than to do this. Be quiet and 
get mindful.” 

As soon as I shifted those gears and qui-
eted my mind and got back into my body, I 
noticed what felt like an overwhelming smell 
of cut grass. Bam! I thought, “Where’d that 
come from?” I looked left and right, and, sure 
enough, the grass on either side of me had just 
been cut.

• Mindfulness does that, sometimes. It can 
feel as if you were a million miles away, and 

then you’re instantly transported 
back into the real world. I say to 
some clients, “It’s like the lens 
on the camera is turned, and 
everything snaps into colorful 
focus.”

I had been feeling burnt out, 
so I skipped a Monday night 
campaign event. I’d been trying 
to catch up on my rest by nap-
ping and by sitting home and 
surfing the internet. but it wasn’t 

working very well, and my fatigue was consis-
tently getting worse.

Instead of going to the event, I decided to 
do some meditation – which is like mindful-
ness on steroids – so I closed my eyes, re-
laxed, focused on the word “rest,” and medi-
tated. An hour went by, which is an unusually 
long meditation. 

That week, I slept through the night slightly 
better, and my zombie-like fatigue was gone. 
The meditation had slowed me down, and I 
was better able to focus on one thing at a time.

• I was working with a new client in my Life 
& Career Coaching practice, and, while teach-
ing her about mindfulness, I mentioned that it 
was a form of meditation and that meditation 
was very powerful. Without prompting from 
me, she decided to take a class in meditation. 
Almost immediately, she was better able to 
observe herself getting upset, avoid additional 
upset, make better decisions, and slow herself 
down. Her progress has been off the charts.

So, those are just a few stories that show 
the power of mindfulness. If you’d like to know 
more, please e-mail me and I’d be happy to 
send you three handouts that can help you to 
start your own mindfulness practice. t

learn more at baltimorelifecoachgerry.
com (gerrycoach@comcast.net)

Mindfulness 
Musings

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

GeTTinG UnSTUCK
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for your premium pre tax or after tax. If you 
elect to pay pre tax, you will get a tax break 
on the premium payments, but pay income 
taxes on any benefits you receive. If you 
elect to pay your premiums with after-tax dol-
lars and you are paying the full amount (not 
employer subsidized), you will likely receive 
benefits free of income taxes.

Disability coverage is important to have-
especially if you are single or the primary 
bread winner in your family. Disability insur-
ance offered through your employer is also 
often inexpensive. Because of this, I gener-
ally recommend that my clients opt for the 
maximum disability benefit that they can re-
ceive through their employer.

Flexible Spending Account (FSA) – 
FSA accounts are accounts where you can 
take pre-tax dollars from your pay and your 
employer puts them into a holding bucket. 
When you encounter a medical expense that 
is not covered by your insurance company, 
you can submit a claim to your employer and 
they will issue you a check.

The FSA should reimburse you for dental 
expenses, vision expenses, insurance de-
ductibles and co pays, as well as purchases 
for over-the-counter medications. You are 
only limited in reimbursements up to the 
amount that you contribute to the FSA for the 
year.

Just as is the case with your other ben-
efits, you cannot change your FSA deduction 
after you elect it. If you decide to have $1,200 
deducted from your pay for the year, your em-
ployer will take $100 per month from you pay 
and place that into the FSA. Later in the year, 
if you decide that the $100 a month is not 
enough or is too much, you cannot change 
your mind.

The other drawback to the FSA is that if 
you do not spend your full deduction for the 
year, you lose it. That means if you deducted 
$1,200 from your pay, but only used $500, 
the other $700 is forfeited to the FSA com-
pany. Again, make sure that you make the 
proper election because you cannot change 
the amount later and could lose a portion of 
your savings.

The good news is that the full amount you 
elect to deduct is available to you starting in 
January. For example, if you opt to deduct 
$1,200 for the year and you have a $1,200 
or greater medical expense in February, you 
should be able to be reimbursed for the full 
amount right away. 

Review your options with your human 
resources department, you financial advisor, 
and tax professional before finalizing your 
elections. t

yoUr Money

Maximizing Your 
Employee Benefits

By WooDy DerriCKS
It’s getting to be that time of year. If you 
haven’t already, you should soon receive 
your 2013 employee benefit options from 
your employer. These options typically 
include selecting a health insurance plan, 
dental, and vision coverage. Your employer 
may also provide for things such as life 
insurance, disability insurance, and/or a 
flexible spending account (FSA). because 
you have to wait a full year before you can 
change your mind, it’s important to take care 
with your elections.

Life insurance – Employers often pro-
vide some sort of basic insurance coverage. 
This could be $50,000 or some multiple of 
your salary. They may also provide optional 
coverage that comes at your expense.

Optional group life insurance is usually 
some sort of term insurance that provides 
a death benefit to your elected beneficiary 
while you’re employed. This coverage will 
likely come in amounts that are multiples 
of your salary. The coverage typically ends 
when you leave your employer or retire.

Because this is group insurance, the in-
surance company provides coverage at a 
blanket cost based on age, not health. Due 
to this, the insurance may come at a cost that 
is higher for healthy individuals and cheaper 
for smokers or people with health issues. You 
may also find that your premium goes up 
in bands (meaning that it increases as you 
reach ages, such as 35, 40, 45, 50).

Having some sort of life insurance is im-
portant for most people. After you determine 
the correct amount of coverage to purchase, 
you may want to weigh the costs of purchas-
ing insurance on your own versus having 
coverage through your employer. Again, this 
is because the coverage may increase in cost 
every five years and that it may end after you 
leave your company’s employment.

Disability insurance – Your employer 
may also offer disability insurance. If they do, 
you may find that they provide a short-term 
plan for you. That plan may cover you should 
you become sick or disabled for a period of 
time that exceeds your personal leave. The 
plan often starts to pay some percentage 
(likely 60% or so) of your salary for 90 to 180 
days. Because your employer is paying for 
this coverage, it will be taxed to you as ordi-
nary income.

Your employer may also offer the option 
of purchasing long-term disability insurance. 
This would provide coverage after the short-
term period ends though age 65 at a rate of 
somewhere around 60% of your current pay. 
You may be provided with the option to pay 
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The Yard Bar & Grille inside the Marriott Inner 
Harbor Camden Yards has been making some 
changes – from a new head chef to a new 
menu. Executive Chef Bill Downes has joined 
the hotel and has a passion for incorporating 
farm-fresh produce into his menus. To support 
his farm-fresh mission, Chef Downes has be-
gun growing a garden of vegetables and herbs 
on the hotel rooftop with the vision of building 
a greenhouse to support year-round growth of 
the very freshest of ingredients.

I was invited in to try out some the new 
menu items and specials that are offered dif-
ferent nights. Chef Downes had off but Sous 
Chef Adam Clary and the staff took great care 
of us.

We started with three selections that can 

DininG oUT

Look what’s cooking – Sous Chef Adam 
Clary at Baltimore’s Yard Bar & Grille (Marriott 
Inner Harbor Hotel)

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

The Yard Bar & Grille
Marriott Inner Harbor Hotel 
110 South Eutaw Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

found on Tuesday Baltimore Locals “Tapas 
Tuesday”:

Pretzel Crostini with lump crab mustard 
– loved the combination flavor of the mustard 
seed and crab 

Braised Beef Short Rib with smoked ched-
dar BBQ mash – tender and moist 

Charm City Crab Pot Pie with lump crab, 
garden vegetable and a flaky crust (also found 
or regular menu) – was served a tasting size 
and will for sure be getting the full size of this 
twist on comfort food.

We then moved on to sample some burg-
ers (slider version) that can be found on Mon-
day 1/2 Price Burger Night:

Mediterranean Burger with Angus beef, ol-
ive tapenade, in house roasted red peppers, 
feta cheese and lettuce – this twist of a burger 
is popping with flavor from the olive tapenade 

Wanda’s Ultimate Vegetable Burger with 
lettuce, onion and lemon basil pesto – a great 
vegetarian option that is flavorful 

California Burger with Angus beef, avoca-
do, house made red pepper pesto and smoked 
gouda – fresh and full of deep flavor 

Lastly we tried some items from Wednes-
day’s “East Meets West”

Edamame Pot Sticker with sweet soy dip-
ping sauce – nice crispness to this dumpling 

Tempura Shrimp with a sweet chili Thai 
dipping sauce – the sauce gives this traditional 
dish a nice kick 

Chicken Teriyaki Bun with orange ginger 
sauce – a perfectly steamed bun 

The Yard is a great place to stop before a 
game, relax after work or take in one of many 
sports playing on the large screen TVs.

Racing fan? The Marriott Inner Harbor, a 
sponsor of Team Baltimore Racing and the 
Baltimore Grand Prix will be having Grand Prix 
specials.

Weekly specials
Monday one-half price burger night – Fire 

up the grill: 12 chef’s specialty burgers one-
half price 

Tuesday Baltimore Locals “Tapas Tues-
day” & one-half price wine – Locals Night: en-
joy tapas specials menu & one-half price entire 
wine list, 4 p.m. till closing. 

Wednesday “East meets West” – Weekly 
Chef’s Choice – Fiery fusion of East vs West 
flavors. 

Thursday “Chesapeake Night” – Balti-
more’s Charm City famous seafood specials 
from some of our city’s finest spots. 

Friday “Franks and Brats” – Hot dogs: 
franks and brats menu is all dolled up and 
ready. 

Happy Hour Food & Drink Specials – Mon-
day – Friday 4 to 7 p.m. t

this tasting was a complementary media 
event to share the menu items, but all thoughts 
and opinions are my own.
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Dear Mama,
I met a woman that I really, really like and 

it seems as though she feels the same way. 
We’ve being going out for about a month and 
everything is going great, except for two things. 
The first thing is that she never invites me to 
her apartment. She always has one excuse or 
another as to why I can’t come over to her place 
and she never spends the night with me. We 
make love and then she goes home. She says 
this is because she has to get up early for work 
the next day and all of her stuff is at her place. 

I’ve offered to let her keep a few things at 
my place but she says she’s not ready for that. 
And the second thing is that she only able to 
be with me on certain days of the week. I don’t 
want to name the days in case she reads this. 
I’m starting to wonder if maybe there’s some-
one else in her life or am I just being paranoid?

Possibly Paranoid

Dear Possibly Paranoid:
Well, first things first. You could be paranoid 

but honey Mama don’t know! Mama ain’t got 
no degree in psychology, but baby, Mama does 
have a few degrees in some good old fashioned 
common sense. And Mama is asking you now, 
“Did you fall down, bump your head and wake 
up with all your common sense gone? Now I 
can’t say for sure that your new woman got 
somebody else or maybe even two or three), 
on the side but things sure do seem a little pe-
culiar to me. All this disappearing and what not 
just don’t look good. 

However, before you go running off the deep 
end and accuse this woman of something that 
might not be true, ask her what’s going on. It’s 
just that simple. Tell her how you’re feeling and 
give her the opportunity to explain herself. There 
could be a perfectly logical explanation but you’ll 
never know until you ask her. Just make sure 
that you are ready to hear what she has to say. 
Forget about the old “Don’t ask don’t tell” rule – 
Mama’s rule says, “Don’t ask me the question, if 
you don’t really want to know the answer.” 

You certainly don’t want to continue to in-
vest yourself in someone that might not be 
ready for you, or deserving of you. 

And one more thing – if you start hearing 

voices and thinking that people are following 
you, write back to Mama, baby for some names 
of some good therapists. Mama loves you and 
all her “babies!” 

Dear Mama,
I just met the most wonderful man in the 

world. He’s everything I have been looking for 
in a partner. He’s handsome, sexy, smart, kind, 
and employed. However, there’s one little prob-
lem – he has the dog from hell! Mama, this dog 
is awful! He jumps all over people, he barks in-
cessantly and last week while I was over at my 
man’s place, the &@$^%@# dog ate one of my 
$500 pair shoes. I was livid! My boyfriend even 
lets his dog sleep in the bed with us. 

He always says he’ll make the dog get out 
of the bed but then says he can’t because it 
makes the dog too sad. I asked him what about 
me and the fact that I don’t want the dog in the 
bed with us and he just says that he’ll work on it. 
I’m about at my wit’s end. My boyfriend doesn’t 
see anything wrong with the dog’s behavior and 
thinks everything he does is cute. I’m about 
ready to tell my man that he has to choose, ei-
ther me or the dog. What do you think?

In the Doghouse

Dear Doghouse, 
What I think is “Woof, woof, arf, arf, arf, and 

bow the damn wow.” Let me translate that for 
you: “You in a hot mess and a no-win situa-
tion!” I have found that trying to make a person 
choose between you and their pet is like trying 
to make them choose between you and their 
child. Honey, it just ain’t gonna happen.

And the dog in the bed situation is just un-
acceptable, especially since you have told your 
man how you feel. I know that I don’t want no 
four-legged dog in my bed. Honey, I barely got 
enough room for my two legged dog!

In all probability, your man already knows 
that his dog is a pain in the A, but for any number 
of reasons has not chosen to do anything about 
it. Or has he? Perhaps you can try suggesting 
that the three of you go to a doggie obedience 
training class together. Have you tried getting to 
know the dog and spending time with it or are 
you too busy being mad? Dogs know when you 
don’t like them and respond accordingly.

Sweetie pie, you have to remember this 
one thing: your man had his dog before he had 
you. If you push him, he may push back and 
you might not like what you get. 

And a word to the wise, if you start off a re-
lationship with an issue that cannot be resolved 
through what I call, “C&C” (conversation and 
compromise), It will not get any better down the 
road.  Are you willing to compromise and how 
much? Think about it. Mama gonna send up a 
little prayer for you and all her “babies”. These 
days, Mama got a long prayer list! t

e-mail questions to askmama@baltimore-
outloud.com.

Twotiming and 
Dogs in Bed

Mama
Ask

Mama answers your questions

?By JAy LoAne
Earlier this year, after the new Miss Leon’s 
was announce, there was a bit of contro-
versy involving the winner which opened 
the door for the first alternate to take over 
the title.

She is no stranger to 
the world of drag or fe-
male impersonators.        

Granted, she has 
mostly been a behind-the-
scenes person, however, 
she is one you need to 
start paying attention to. 
Her name is Saable Jor-
dan.

Saable started per-
forming a mere 18 years 
ago. It was during Hallow-
een 1994, that longtime 
and good friend Adrian 
(Ada) Buffet, dubbed the 
name - Saable Leigh Jor-
dan.

“Ada and I have been 
friends forever,” Saable 
commented. “It makes it 
so much easier to have 
her as my promoter for 
Miss Leon’s since I hon-
estly love her to death”.

“Having Saable as my 
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Current Reigning Miss Leon’s 2012 
has been a sheer delight. When she was 
informed that she would be stepping up 
from First Alternate to Current Reigning, 
Saable sprang into action,” Ada replied.

“She immediately had herself booked 
in Sue Nami’s Disney Show at Grand Cen-
tral, as well as several other dates I had 
obtained for her in both my own shows and 
at other venues around town.”

It is not that with Saable’s busy sched-
ule that enables her to do / compete in 
shows. During the day, Saable is the man-
ager of a ten-unit apartment complex. She 
works tirelessly with the residents and gives 
time toward other venues.

“As the Current Reigning Miss Leon’s, 
Saable will be responsible for planning and 
promoting her own fundraiser show for the 
benefit of her choosing,” Ada said.

“Keep a lookout for upcoming show an-
nouncements” 

“There are many charities out there that 
people go out of their way to raise money 
for. For me personally, cancer and diabetes 
touch close to home,” Saable commented.

I had the pleasure of seeing Saable per-
form during Chesapeake Pride along with 
Ada, Shawnna Alexander, Markett Buffet, 

and DC’s own drag queen performer and 
owner of Eroticasy, Stormy Vain.

“This girl takes her performances very 
serious, and when she performs on stage 
she becomes the song she is doing. True 
emotions - that’s nice to see on stage,” re-

marked Stormy.
One trait I find re-

freshing these days, from 
anyone is the ability to be 
honest. Saable is one of 
those few. Though she is a 
talker; once started, even 
a call on your cell would 
not get you out of the con-
versation. 

She makes friends 
easily. She is easygoing 
and does not look at peo-
ple for what or who they 
are. “You don’t need to be 
rich or poor for me to like 
you,” she says.

As long as you treat 
Saable the way you want 
to be treated, everything 
will flow the way it should. 

Saable does have 
one goal that is near and 
dear to her: “I want people 
to come to Leon’s. It has 
been known in the past as 
a club that caters to one 

group. That was then – this is now. Leon’s is 
a fun club and I’ll be the first person to shout 
at the rooftops, ‘You’re welcome here’”.

Saable is described by many as being 
“The life of the party.” 

“Whether I am with my family or my 
friends, I am not the one warming the 
bench. I go out there to be outgoing. I also 
love to people-watch. You can learn a lot 
about people by their actions.”

Saable also cherishes stargazing. “It is 
something I did with my dad”.

As many performers out there, a trip to 
become Miss Gay Maryland is a goal Saa-
ble has. 

“First, I would like to be lucky enough to 
win a title in the Miss Maryland system. It 
would be great to have Ada along with me. 
And then Miss Gay America!”

Saable also credits Timothy Phillips with 
her success. “Tim has been a great inspira-
tion!”

On Saturday September 29, the Miss 
Triple L Trailer Trash Contest was held at 
Leon’s. Along with Saable and Ada not far 
away, the show went quite well. 

“I am trying to be a good example to 
those near me as well as those to come.”

Saable is one you really need to watch. 
She is a remarkable person. t

Saable Jordan

peopLe We LiKe ASK MAMA

Saable Jordan
credit: Eric Randolph
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| SEPTEMBER 14, 2012 |  
PHOTOS BY RICHARD BOWE • FACEBOOK.COM/RAB2IMAGING

THE LODGE  LOUNGE + DANCE CLUB 
DEER PARK REUNION /  
AIDS RESPONSE EFFORT BENEFIT 
THELODGEMD.COM • AIDSRESPONSEEFFORT.ORG 
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MANHUNT DIRTY  
AN UNDERWEAR PARTY
| SEPTEMBER 28, 2012 | 
PHOTOS BY JAY W. PHOTOS
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During the Labor Day Weekend over a 
hundred leather folks gathered at a camp-
ground in Southeast Pennsylvania for 
Olympia XXII the bi-yearly event presented 
by the Centaur Motorcycle Club of Wash-
ington, D.C. As always it was a fun week-
end of games, cocktail parties, and leather 
brotherhood. It was also a chance to catch 
up with some old friends and make a few 
new ones. 

It is no secret that these events cost a 
lot for the host club to pull off: renting the 
campground, paying for the food, there is 
even a draft beer truck! If the club charges 
the attendees too much, no one will come. 
These weekends are never done as mon-
eymakers. A perfect one would break even! 

The Centaurs almost didn’t have Olympia 
XXII. I am so glad that they did! 

After a brief opening ceremony in an 
outdoor amphitheater, the opening cocktail 
party was hosted by the Long Island Ra-
vens and Empire City. 
The party had a smurf 
theme. I never thought 
of those little blue men 
as sexy, but after see-
ing some of the Long 
Island Ravens and Em-
pire City guys painted 
blue, I do now! 

Saturday brought 
time at the huge pool 
and a barbeque lunch 
with cocktails by “Spar-
tans by Injection.” In the 
afternoon the popular 
Dungeon Games were 
held. (I will not try to de-
scribe them. Use your 
imagination and you 
will be about right. Plus 
there was also Kinky 
Twister!) During the 
Dungeon Games, Balti-
more’s own COMMAND, MC. hosted a very 
festive cocktail party. The Centaur’s had 
announced their theme for Olympia during 
the peak of the Occupy Wall Street Move-
ment. The poster for Olympia XXII featured 

a tight pair of jeans and the words: “Oc-
cupy this….” COMMAND really ran with 
the theme and presented a cocktail party 
brought to you by the “Tea Bagging Party.” 
You know they served Long Island Iced 

Tea! COMMAND 
carried this theme all 
weekend with a tea 
party as their dinner 
table decorations 
and they won best 
cabin decorations 
with their tea room 
theme. (They went 
all out with their dec-
orations. I can’t say 
they sucked.) Sat-
urday’s pre-dinner 
cocktails were host-
ed by the Reading 
Railmen and Penns-
men. I missed the 
after dinner cocktail 
party hosted by the 
Philadelphians, M.C. 
I know it involved 
lots of elaborate 
costumes! I was 

busy with my fellow ShipMates getting ev-
erything together for our 11pm Jock-Strap 
Cocktail Party complete with clotheslines 
full of jockstraps, two festive punches, and 
food. 

Camping with 
the Centaurs!

On Sunday the parties continued 
thanks to the DC boys of Leather, Po-
tomac, M.C. and Dr. Larry. There was also 
a motorcycle event, Wii Games, Quit-itch, 
and more time at the pool. On Sunday 
night a formal leather dinner was held with 
full open bar hosted by Spartan, M.C. and 
after the Closing Ceremony and Awards, 
the closing cocktail party was hosted by 
ECBN and Atons. 

After brunch on Monday, it was time to 
pack up and return to the real world. The 
Centaurs have completed their contract 
with the campground and at this time are 
not sure what the plans are for 2014. I re-
ally hope that there will be a 23rd Olympia. 
I can’t wait for another weekend of camp-
ing with the Centaurs! 

Enjoying Olympia with me was Mr. Triple 
L / Leon’s Leatherman 2012 Shane Brown. 
Shane is looking forward to his fundraiser 
for Moveable Feast at 9 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 13 at the Triple L. It is called: “A 
Taste of Cream” and will feature a whipped 
cream auction and a variety show hosted 
by Baltimore’s Queen of Comedy Shawnna 
Alexander and King of Pride 2012 Marshall 
Roberts. Other acts will include Ada Buf-
fet, Miss Leon’s 2012 Saable Jordan, and 
some comedian named Rodney Burger. 
Many other surprises are planned. Cover 
charge is just $5. You will not want to miss 
“A Taste of Cream.” t

Arron and Wish, Mr. & Ms. San Diego Leather 2012
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Coming Soon! The Locker room
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VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010  •  Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Leon’s 
 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Happy Hour 2 for 1 Call & Domestic Beer 4-10 PM 7 Days a week!
VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010  •  Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Leon’s 
 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Happy Hour 2 for 1 Call & Domestic Beer 4-10 PM 7 Days a week!
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By AMoS BADerTSCHer
Once upon a time in Baltimore there were 
three happening hustling spots in the city, 
Patterson Park at the top of the list – then 
there were two other equally strong sec-
onds, Wyman Park, slightly north, and Mt. 
Vernon Square, pretty much in the center. 
Of course, most of Baltimore City back then 
was a hustling area. So one day, the sun is 
out and I was cruising around Wyman Park 
in the late afternoon and I see this cute guy 
sitting by the steps directly across from the 
Baltimore Art Museum, with some girl and 
another friend. He was obviously closely 
watching the passing cars and then nodding 
in my direction. This was the uncomplicated 
code adopted by Baltimore youths when they 
were interested in “going out.” So I pulled 
to the curb, he walked over smiling, super 
friendly and casual. He said he wanted to 
make a few dollars and could he get in and 

we could talk. Somehow I wasn’t sure about 
this one, probably because I was stone so-
ber and also because over the years I had 
come to realize the hard way that sometimes 
the most charming and charismatic person 
can be the most unstable and dangerous – 
and obviously all it takes is the wrong kid, 
just one time. This is before I’d ever heard of 
schizophrenia. 

So we talked a few minutes through the 
window and I said I wasn’t sure because I 
was supposed to meet someone else who 
seemed to be not showing up. So he says 
okay. I drive around the park a couple of 
more times just thinking, weighing the odds 

An Outrageous Story
but this was just too tempting a prospect. I 
finally returned and pulled over by the same 
steps; he nods a second 
time, walks over to the 
car and hops in. Looks 
like a real winner. So we 
continue driving around 
the rest of the park fol-
lowing the road which, 
at that time, bent casu-
ally to the right heading 
down 29th Street. He 
keeps talking as we’re 
traveling for about two or 
three blocks and then he 
looks directly at me and 
pulls this knife, holds it 
close to the base of my 
neck so nobody on the 
street can see it hap-
pening and says keep 
driving, he’ll tell me 
where he wants to go. 
Very shortly 29th Street 
heads slightly downward 
for a very long block with 
a big intersection at the 
bottom. So I figure if I 
do whatever he’s go-
ing to tell me I’ll either 
end up stabbed and 
robbed, knocked out or 
god knows what. So I 
panicked, fortunately, 
and did the only pos-
sible thing that present-
ed itself under the cir-
cumstances other than 
waiting for a miracle. I 
slowed considerably, 
opened the car door 
which he never expect-
ed (and neither did I), 
jumped out of the mov-
ing vehicle which then 
continued slowly drift-
ing down 29th. I can’t 
imagine what he was 
now thinking inside a 
driverless car with all the 
attention this was begin-
ning to generate. So he 
jumped out. My attention 
was never really off the 
car which I was still able 
to catch up with. When 
I did, I jumped back in 
and my mind was mostly 
numb and oblivious to 
anything else. Intense 
fear and the threat of 
disaster will instantly 

“So one day, the sun is 
out and I was cruising 
around Wyman Park 
in the late afternoon 
and I see this cute guy 
sitting by the steps 
directly across from the 
Baltimore Art Museum, 
with some girl and 
another friend. He 
was obviously closely 
watching the passing 
cars and then nodding 
in my direction.” 

suck up all the attentions as effectively as 
the vacuum of a black hole, a reality sug-
gested a lot earlier by St. Thomas Aquinas 
and later expanded and given poetic cred-
ibility by Dante around 1300, although sug-
gested might not be applicable because they 

meant it. Once inside the vehicle, a Dodge 
Dart, I slammed the door and probably drove 
back to my apartment on Madison. I don’t re-
member exactly, it was over thirty years ago. 
Thirty-five maybe. At any rate I was done for 
the afternoon. It makes you wonder. t

At Club Atlantis – part 
of Amos Badertscher’s 
decades-long photographic 
chronicle of Baltimore’s gay 
scene
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Now - October 12
Mother, May I by Dylan Brody
Strand Theater Company Opens 5th Season. This 
Stanley Drama Award-winning “sad comedy” dives 
into the screamingly funny and raw-nerve-painful 
dynamic of a modern American family. Everybody 
keeps secrets from one another except for the 
narcissistic and deeply repressed mother, who keeps 
secrets only from herself, while blithely revealing them 
to anyone who will listen. The Strand Theater, 1823 N. 
Charles Street. Show time 8 p.m. Ticket Prices Adult: 
$20, Senior/Student: $15, Opening Night: $25. 

Now - October 21
An Enemy of the People
CENTERSTAGE’s historic 50th Anniversary 
Season officially kicks off with An Enemy of the 
People, directed by Artistic Director Kwame Kwei-
Armah, in a landmark production that takes Arthur 
Miller’s translation of Ibsen’s classic and uses it 
to examine the contemporary media landscape. 
CENTERSTAGE, 700 N. Calvert Street. Tickets 
start at $10, and can be ordered online at www.
centerstage.org/Enemy, or by calling 410.332.0033.

October 5
Fridays After Five Returns
Every Friday evening now through March, guests 
entering National Aquarium, Baltimore between 5 
p.m. and 8 p.m. (exploring until 9:30 p.m.) will enjoy 
a low admission price of $12 as part of their Fridays 
After Five program, a great way for visitors to 
discover the wonders of the Aquarium’s collection of 
more than 16,000 magnificent animals, and explore 
exhibits, like Dolphin Discovery, at a greatly reduced 
price.This fall the Aquarium will also welcome 
the return of the cultural series programming that 
explores and celebrates international traditions in 
art, music, literature, dance, and cuisine. National 
Aquarium, Baltimore 501 E. Pratt Street Tickets can 
be purchased at www.aqua.org.

October 7
National Building Museum
Behind-the-scenes tour of the Museum’s Haunted 
Past. National Building Museum offers fun and 
spooky ghost tours with a historic twist Visitors can 
explore the haunted past of the National Building 
Museum and see a different side of the Museum on 
lantern-lit tours led by the ghost of Mary Surratt. 
All will be revealed on these behind-the-scenes 
tours. National Building Museum 401 F Street NW 
Washington, DC $12 Member | $20 Non-member 
Prepaid registration required. Walk-in registration 
based on availability. To register call 202.272.2448 
or visit go.nbm.org/ghosttours. Recommended for 
ages 10 and older. October 7, 8, 20, 21, 28 31, and  
November 4, 2012: all tours start at 8 p.m.

October 8
Bay Theatre Company 
& Dignity Players

Announces reading of dustin lance black’s new play “8.” 
Bay Theatre Company, with license from the American 
Foundation for Equal Rights (AFER) and Broadway 
Impact, is proud to announce a one-night-only reading 
of “8,” a play chronicling the historic trial in the federal 
constitutional challenge to California’s Proposition 8, 
written by Academy Award-winning screenwriter and 
AFER Founding Board Member Dustin Lance Black. 
“8” is an unprecedented account of the Federal District 
Court trial in Perry v. Schwarzenegger (now Perry v. 
Brown), the case filed by AFER to overturn Proposition 
8, which stripped gay and lesbian Californians of the 
fundamental freedom to marry. Kauffman Theater 
at Anne Arundel Community College 101 College 
Parkway, Arnold, MD 21012 8 p.m. Admission $8,-- $5 
Student tickets available at AACC with valid ID, call 
410-777-2457. Purchase tickets by calling 1-877-503-
9463 or visit www.baytheatre.org

October 14
The War on Marriage Equality 
First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ. Dr. 
Greg Carey, Professor of New Testament at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, will be presenting “Misusing 
the Bible: The War on Marriage Equality.” Dr. Carey 
is the author of several books and is a contributor 
to several national media outlets, including “The 
Huffington Post.” The presentation is being hosted by 
First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ, and 
Open and Affirming congregation, located at 6519 
York Road, Baltimore, 4 p.m.

October 20
Annual Harbor Harvest 
The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore Hosts The 
5th Annual Harbor Harvest. Celebrate a true outdoor 
fall harvest experience with all of the traditional 
elements of a fall day in the country, but in the City! 
The park will kick-off fall with various activities 
including the IKEA urban pumpkin patch, petting zoo, 
hay maze, face painting, pumpkin decorating, pony 
rides, live music by Recess Monkey, food trucks, beer 
and wine garden, and with FREE activities for kids 
of all ages from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West Shore Park, 
located in the Inner Harbor. (Between the Baltimore 
Visitor Center and Maryland Science Center)

Community Bulletin Board

Send your information for 
upcoming events to 

calander@baltimoreoutloud.com

B A R  G U I D E
BAltImoRE

Back Door Lounge
5801 Pulaski Highway  

(back of Gold Club  
entertainment complex)

410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

 Leon’s
870 Park Ave • 410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd • 410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

BAltImoRE
 the Quest

3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301) 498-4840        
www.pwsplace.com

mARylAnD
 sPin

43 S Potomac St, 
Hagerstown, MD
(301) 302-7202 

HARRIsBURG, PA
the Brownstone  

412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-7009
 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

sPRInG GRovE, PA
aLtLanD’s ranch

8505 Orchard Rd
Spring Grove, PA

717-225-4479

REHoBotH BEAcH, 
DElAwARE 

Big sissies 
Bar & griLLe

37385 Rehoboth Ave., 
Rehoboth Beach, DE

302-226-7600 

BLue moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE
 302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

cLouD 9
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1999

the frogg PonD
3 1st St. 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-2234 

www.thefroggpond.com

DouBLe L
622 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0818 

www.doublelbar.net

the PurPLe Parrot
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1139

rigBy’s Bar & griLL
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com

iguana griLL
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 BooKS & GiFTS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnSeLinG

 MASSAGe

 pHoToGrApHy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

 SUpporT

Proudly Serving the LGBT 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for Individual 
Women and Men, Couple’s, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410.532.2GROW 

(2476)
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

 peT CAre

 FinAnCiAL ATTorney 
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37385 Rehoboth Ave., Rehoboth Beach, DE • 302-226-7600 • Open 7 Days a Week from 3 PM to 1 AM

Join us for Jazz Weekend
october 12-13-14

Come and hear John Flynn & Cathy Gorman 
on Saturday, October 13th!

best happy hour 
at the beach
Happy HOur 3 pM-8 pM 

7 Day’S a Week
$2 Domestic Beer

$3 rail and House Wines

Late 
night 

Munchies 
 too … 
COMe CHeCk 

It Out!

What’s good 
to eat?

tueSDay NIGHt Burgers $5.95
WeDNeSDay NIGHt Fried Chicken $9.95

FrIDay NIGHt prime rib $12.95

haLLoWeen 
costuMe 

party
DreSS tO IMpreSS 

tHe GHOSt OF HallOWeeN
OCtOBer 27tH • 10 pM tO ClOSe

CaSH prIzeS!


