
ects designed to further the “Actually Hui-
zenga” brand. I, for one, am sold on her 
sado-masochistic, desperately decadent 
soap-opera world. 

Michael Farley: Can you describe 
the evolution of SoftRock from idea to 
exhibition, both conceptually and logis-
tically? 

Actually Huizenga: SoftRock started 
out as an experiment involving sex, a digi-
tal video camera, a vacation to the Greek 
islands, and a new, very tall and good look-
ing Greek boyfriend.

As our relationship progressed, the 
content of the SoftRocks became more 
intense, involving more people and less 
inhibitions. The most “conceptual” I would 
get to start with was envisioning some nice 

Young Ally Fighting 
for Marriage Rights
By Steve CHAring
New Jersey-born and now Columbia resident 
Dylan Goldberg is a political junkie. He aspires 
to hold elected office and has his sights on 
being governor of Maryland some day. The 
straight, 21-year-old senior at the University of 
Maryland, College Park, is also an outspoken 
advocate of marriage equality and is doing his 
best to see that the Civil Marriage Protection 
Act is upheld in next month’s referendum.

“Marylanders have the ability to make his-
tory in this country; we have the opportunity to 
come together as the first state in the union to 
give same-sex couples the same rights as their 
heterosexual counterparts,” Goldberg told Bal-

—continued on page 19

In Her Own Actual Words

timore OUTloud. “I tell my family, friends and 
neighbors that I look forward to checking the 
box in favor of Question 6 on my ballot.” 

He is often asked why he is supporting 
marriage equality. “It wasn’t until the first time I 
was asked that question that I thought deeply 
about how my decision could impact others. 
It wasn’t until the spring of 2012 when I was 
faced with fighting for equal rights for others, 
the same rights I am granted as a straight 
male,” he explained.

Late last year Dylan Goldberg was hired as 
an assistant in the Maryland General Assem-
bly for the 2012 legislative session. “I had a 

By MiCHAel FArley
Actually Huizenga is a genre-
bending artist/musician from 
Los Angeles, notable for be-
ing both legitimately musical-
ly talented and willing (nay, 
eager) to show some skin 
for the camera. She recently 
won the hearts of East Coast 
gays (and some straight peo-
ple) with the launch of Soft-
Rock, a collaboration with 
filmmaker Socrates Mitsios 
on view at the New York gal-
lery 1:1. 

Looking back on her 
multi-media oeuvre, one can 
see the artworks of an au-
teur, or a collection of proj-

—continued on page 3
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Kid you not, it’s Actually Huizenga

ACTUALLY HUIZENGA...

Dylan goldberg 
with governor 

O’Malley at the 
marriage equality 

bill signing
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 lgBt HiStOry MOntH

BY BILL ANDRIETTE
How to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Har-
ry Hay’s birth? With a clothing-optional gath-
ering in the woods, and heart-to-heart talks 
and plenty of New Age 
spirituality? With a color-
ful march through a hard-
bitten industrial neighbor-
hood, among the working 
class that to his dying day 
Hay saw as the vanguard 
of a juster future? Or with 
an academic conference 
in Manhattan, in the plush 
surroundings of well-endowed institutions such 
as City College and New York University? 

The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies 
(CLAGS) plumped for the third option, and 
“Harry Hay: Radically Gay” took place Sep-
tember 27 to 30, bringing together some 300 
scholars, activists, writers, artists, and Radical 
Faeires – not mutually exclusive categories 
– for a conference jam-packed with panels, 
lectures, readings, and parties. The focus of 
course was the life, thought, and legacy of 
Hay, who was founder in 1950 of the Matta-
chine Society, the first US gay organization to 
take roots, leading to a flowering of gay and 
lesbian organizing in the 1950s and ’60s.

CLAGS deserves credit for throwing a 
meaty conference and a diverse one. Organiz-
ers packed an overwhelming number of presen-
tations into the four days, and one could only 
sample the feast. Hay’s life is contested, and dif-
ferent tendencies of the gay movement – from 
LGBT academics and movement professionals 
to anti-equality radicals to pony-tailed Faeires – 
could be seen contesting over his legacy. 

Throughout his life, Hay got in trouble for 
his radical politics and his distinct vision of what 
the world should be, and where gay people 
should fit into it. Gay men are a special people, 
Hay contended, a cultural minority with a long, 
if not well-known, history crossing societies and 
millennia. In 1953 he was kicked out of the Mat-
tachine Society for his Communist sympathies, 
echoing how he’d been forced to leave the 
Communist Party for his homosexual activism. 
In the 1990s, Hay was threatened with arrest by 
organizers of the Los Angeles pride march for 
marching with a placard in support of boy-lov-
ers. His focus after the 1980s became the Radi-
cal Faeries, with a vision of rural encampments 
and gatherings of gay men who would try to re-
capture the tradition of gender-ambiguous ber-
daches that, in some Native American cultures, 
were celebrated as seers and pedagogues (but 
in others were disparaged). In any case, Hay’s 
loyalties were at odds with the urban, gender-
integrated focus of contemporary LGBT. 

One curious tension at the event was how 
much the plenary speakers chose to clip off 

Remembering Harry Hay: Gay Founding Father

From a talk Harry Hay gave at the 
Pride center in San Francisco, October 
7th, 1984.
Finally, I want to simply say that I have 
love and honor to a man named Matt. I 
don’t know his last name. At this point 
now, if he’s alive, he must be close to 
ninety. This is something that happened 
to me in 1926. I’m 14 years old. As far 
as the law is concerned, I’m a child. For 
two years I had been sent by my father to 
work in the hay fields in Nevada. In the 
summertime, I am doing a man’s work 
and getting a man’s pay and I’m living 
a man’s life. I would go with the rest of 
the migratory workers to a town 30 miles 
away on a Saturday night– and I can get 
drunk with the fellows at the speakeasy, 
because this was Prohibition times.

On the way home, I come down 
through San Francisco and I figured that 
instead of spending money on the train 
coming home, I’ll get a job on a freighter. 
And I did this. And right next to me swab-
bing deck was this very nice 25year-old 
guy, and he suddenly appeared to me to 
be one of the people like us. He was the 
first one I felt I could really trust. And I 
felt that I was trusted with love. He told 
me one wonderful thing that I have never 
forgotten: “Once you meet a place like 
Zanzibar, or Dar-es-Salaam”– he had 
obviously been on the African coast– 
“you know, you can be in any one of 
these towns, and you can be in a place 
where there isn’t a language or a word 
being spoken that you’d recognize, and 
there isn’t a custom being carried out that 
you’re familiar with, and the smells are all 
strange, and you’re in a strange place, 
and you look across the crowd and you 
see a face, and all of a sudden your eyes 
lock in to that pair of eyes, and all of a 
sudden those eyes glow through to the 
world, if you move yourself to glow back, 
you’re gone, and you’re safe.”

Wherever he is, I want him to know 
that my love and my gratitude followed 
him all my days, and all his days. t

–transcribed by david Thorstad

Pacific Sailor
Harry’s first time

comments made by Harry Hay at a 
panel on censorship and pornography in 
los angeles, November 8, 1986.
I find this particular situation that we’re 
coming into, in a way, a sort of replay of 
things I’ve seen before in my life, and I 
would suggest that it’s very possible that 
we are moving into a period where, as the 
speaker [Dan Tsang] pointed out, we may 
find ourselves being moved against on all 
fronts. Which would suggest, then, that 
we’re going to have to go back to various 
forms of underground activity.

I would say that in my life, I’ve spent 
more time being an outlaw than being an 
inlaw. And consequently, I would say that 
I know a good deal about how you oper-
ate as an outlaw, how you operate under-
ground, how you operate in defiance, how 
you operate, presumably, almost in paral-
lel, but actually in opposition to it. I think 
we have to find very imaginative ways to 
reach all kinds of elements of the commu-
nity that we up to now haven’t thought of 
touching. Not only to reach all kinds of el-
ements of our own community, but to find 
the weak spots, shall we say, within the 
left, within the progressive forces in the 
hetero community who might find them-
selves in parallel with where we are, or in 
parallel with the way that we feel we are 
going to go, and make of them willing – or 
even unwilling – allies in this whole regard. 
I think, as a matter of fact, we can count 
on the fact that we’re probably going to 
see far more repression on the part of the 
government for a while. I don’t think we’ve 
peaked. I think we’re seeing ourselves on 
the beginning of a rising tide. And we’re 
going to have to fall back on our inventive-
ness and our creative imagination.

And here, honeys, I might say that the 
Radical Faeries are way ahead of you, be-
cause don’t forget that faeries can always 
vanish. This is one of the things that we’re 
going to have to learn to do again.

We have to learn to remember that 
when people lean on us too hard, we just 
simply aren’t there anymore. There are 
ways and means by which we can do 
that. I do pass on to you the remark that 
was passed on to the revolutionaries by 
Maksim Gorky long ago: he who fights and 
runs away will live to fight another day. t

 –transcribed by david Thorstad

Sissies flee to fight another day

Hay’s prickles, as if to grease his ascent into an 
LGBT (a term Hay hated) pantheon of saints. 
Bettina Aptheker (daughter of the famed Com-
munist intellectual Herbert), who never met 

—continued on page 3
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Dee always believed that she was viewed as 
“different” and that the attack resulted, in part, 
from that perspective, according to Cathi Coul-
son, a Towson-based licensed clinical social 
worker for 22 years who specializes in adoles-
cents and has worked for years with Dee and 
her family. “I am amazed by her strength and 

courage to be true to herself,” Coulson 
said. 

Charles Hern-
don, a spokesman 
for Baltimore Coun-
ty Public Schools 

confirmed there was an incident whereby 
Dee was involved in a fight. “The school 
investigated the incident thoroughly and 
it appeared that sexual orientation did not 
provoke this incident,” he told Baltimore 
OUTloud.

A hearing has been scheduled for Oc-
tober 19 to determine if the suspension 
should be extended or possible expulsion 
will be considered as a result of Dee’s ac-
tions during the fight.

Baltimore County councilman Tom 
Quirk was contacted by Dee’s family and 
friends to apprise him of the incident. 
Quirk was the leader in the passage of the 
gender identity non-discrimination bill in 
Baltimore County earlier this year. t

 newS // LOCAL

By Steve CHAring
A 15-year-old transgender student at Pa-
tapsco Senior High School named Dee was 
suspended by school officials following a 
fight with another student, a female. The at-
tack occurred on October 11 at the Dundalk-
based school whereby Dee was allegedly 
assaulted from behind 
with her hair being 
pulled. She fought 
back, and during the 
altercation, the attacker alleg-
edly called Dee “tranny faggot.” 

Fighting is a Category I offense in the 
Baltimore County Public Schools Code of 
Conduct, and suspension, is one of the disci-
plinary options for the offense. Both students 
were immediately suspended in compliance 
with the policy. 

The dispute apparently stemmed from a 
drink – throwing incident in the cafeteria the day 
before where, according to a source, Dee was 
defending her gay friend Shawn from ridicule.

Dee was a gay boy named David while 
attending Golden Ring Middle School 
where he had been bullied constantly for 
being gay. It wasn’t until the summer be-
tween the 8th and 9th grade where Dee 
decided to come out as transgender. 

Although there was a degree of acceptance, 

Trans High School Student 
Suspended Following Attack

front-row seat to history. I met so many people, 
loving fathers, loving mothers and those who 
wanted to be able to love equally one day and 
heard their stories. I heard their pain and heard 
their hope for a better day. I stood with them at 
Lawyers Mall during the rallies, had their backs 
in the committee rooms during public hearings 
and sat with them in the balconies of the leg-
islative chambers when HB 438 passed in the 
House then in the Senate a few days later.” 

It was when the bill was passed, signed 
into law by Governor O’Malley and petitioned 
to referendum that Goldberg began to talk to 
friends and family to encourage them to stand 
with him and others to achieve marriage rights 
for same-sex couples.

Goldberg believes that his generation is in 
the majority on this issue and that this majority 
will grow. He had heard stories from his gay 
friends about their coming out, the discrimina-
tion, bullying, and family rejection they some-
times face. 

“While compelling, it’s not those stories 
that have helped me to ‘arrive at this decision’ 
like so many people are doing at this moment 
in history,” Goldberg points out. “I’ve never 

had to arrive; I’ve always been here. I’ve been 
raised in a household where my brother and I 
were loved by two parents who instilled in us 
respect for others no matter who they are, who 
they love, what they believe in, or how they 
live their lives. It’s those stories, however, that 
only fuel my motivation to make sure that my 
friends and those who are total strangers to 
me are afforded the same rights my parents 
have and that I will have with my girlfriend if we 
ever decide to get married one day.”

He sees the significance of the work of al-
lies throughout history and the effort to achieve 
marriage equality as yet another step along the 
road to social justice. “For a young nation, we 
have come a long way. There was a time when 
women and male allies fought for women’s 
suffrage, a time when African-Americans and 
white allies fought for civil rights, and equal 
rights were won. Once more, we must come 
together as straight allies and stand alongside 
our friends to ensure that equal rights are giv-
en to all.” 

Dylan Goldberg is taking this fight right up 
to Election Day. He will continue to phone bank 
and canvas and talk to his friends and neigh-
bors. On November 6 we will learn if his efforts 
on behalf of marriage equality in Maryland 
were successful. Either way, Dylan will have 
given it his all. t

yOUng Ally FigHting FOr 
MArriAge rigHtS

– continued from front page 

Hay, startlingly claimed that Hay – ever chang-
ing and growing – late in his life embraced 
such high feminist theorists such as Cathe-
rine Mackinnon, whose work promoting sexu-
al victomology has set the stage for a devil’s 
alliance between sex-identity movements 
and the state, giving us dangerous censor-
ship laws and sex-offender registries. Hay, 
after all, often cred-
ited his encounter as 
a 14-year-old with a 
sailor (who told him 
of an aborted at-
tempt to organize 
homosexuals in Chi-
cago in the 1930s) 
with helping launch 
his work as a gay or-
ganizer. 

Radical Faer-
ies in particular took 
issue with scholar 
John D’Emilio’s 

conference-closing downbeat assessment of 
Hay, as a bit of a quitter who abandoned gay 
rights in the ’60s and ’70s to follow other pur-
suits, such as working with Native Americans 
and exploring cultural models for his beloved 
“separate people.”

Hay’s life was complicated and contra-
dictory – and as the New York conference 
showed, a canvas for revealing the differenc-
es and tensions that enliven gay culture and 
politics today. t

reMeMBering HArry HAy
– continued from page 2 
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 newS // LOCAL

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, Baltimore 
Black Pride officials recognized the follow-
ing individuals and organizations last week 
with their annual awards:

Keith ‘ebony’ Holt, a youth advocate, 
received an Icon award for his work in Bal-
timore City government (BCHD) on behalf 
of young black gay men and assisting them 
into HIV treatment. 

lea gilmore received an Icon award 
as a political/entertainer for being a 
straight ally in the black community who 
advocates on issues of marriage equality, 
social justice, and women’s sexual health 
issues as well as recognizing her talents 
as a musical artist.

Dale guy Madison received the Chair-
man’s Award for his advocacy work in 
Baltimore with the Men of Color HIV/AIDS 
Prevention Program, formerly Men of Col-
or Against AIDS (MOCAA). He is currently 
health educator for young gay and bisexu-

Black Pride Awards

history of the Center and the invaluable 
service and supports to the LGBT com-
munity of the Baltimore metro area and 
the entire State of Maryland are immea-
surable. Our LGBT community has much 
cause to celebrate this 35th anniversary 
of the GLCCB, an amazing and proud 
milestone!”

As noted, Harvey Schwartz, along with 
the likes of Jim 
Becker and Gail 
Vivino, were 
among the vi-
sionaries who 
founded the 
Center in 1977. 
Schwartz was 
responsible for 
raising funds to 
purchase the 
Chase Street 
building where 
the Center is 
still housed. “It’s 
terrific that the 
Center has been 
around this 
long,” Schwartz 
said. 

While some 
saw the Cen-
ter as part of a 
political activist 
movement, oth-
ers, including 
Schwartz saw 
it as more of 
a social entity 
and an umbrel-
la organization 

for other community-related services. 
Schwartz knew back then the Center’s 
role would have to adapt to changing 
times and observes that it’s still chang-
ing. “It will be interesting to see in this 
evolving world how [the Center] evolves.” 
Added Jay Day, board secretary and 35th 
birthday party event chair: “I think I speak 
for everyone on the board and in our 
community when I say how proud I am 
of our Center and its historical legacy. It 
amazes me how far we as a community 
have come since the GLCCB’s founding 
in 1977; we owe it to those who began 
the equality movement to mark this mo-
mentous occasion. Here’s to another 35 
years!”

The gala is sponsored by Chase Brex-
ton Health Services, Club Hippo, Charm 
City Cakes, and the GLCCB. t

By Steve CHAring
The Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
of Baltimore (GLCCB) will be celebrating 
its 35th anniversary with a gala at the Club 
Hippo on November 10. The event will 
take place 7 to 11 p.m. It will feature an 
open bar, hors d’oeuvres, surprise guests 
and music by JR Embrey. The organizers 
promise fabulous decor as well as a cer-
emonial cutting 
of the cake, gen-
erously donated 
by Charm City 
Cakes. 

The Hippo 
will open to the 
public at 11 p.m. 
and guests of 
the event can 
enjoy the rest of 
the evening with 
no cover. Tickets 
are $60 and can 
be purchased 
online: Mission-
tix.com/events/
product/15333/
glccb-35th-anni-
versary-gala. 

“It’s a proud 
moment in his-
tory for the 
LGBT commu-
nity of greater 
Baltimore, as 
we celebrate the 
35th anniversary 
of the GLCCB,” 
Bud Beehler, 
president of the 
GLCCB board told Baltimore OUTloud. The 
courage and foresight of Harvey Schwartz, 
the founding president of the Center; Gail 
Vivino, the writer of the first grant for the 
health clinic that would become Chase 
Brexton Health Services; and all the other 
brave men and women who sacrificed their 
personal safety, ‘outing’ themselves in an 
intolerant world and founding the Baltimore 
Gay Center in 1977, is remarkable.”

Beehler noted that the era in which 
the Center was founded presented a set 
of challenges and risks that were over-
come. “In a much less tolerant and ac-
cepting time, years before the concept 
of ‘gay pride’ had taken hold, these 
brave leaders stood up for LGBT equal-
ity, championing rights for our commu-
nity, demanding fair treatment to safely 
live, work and play,” he said. “The rich 

gay and lesbian Community 
Center of Baltimore

GLCCB to Hold 35th 
Anniversary Gala

al people at the Los Angeles Lesbian Gay 
Community Center. 

AirS received a Community Award 
for housing homeless youth and assisting 
youth with life enhancement skills. t

lea gilmore 
credit: Marie Jeanne Smets

Moveable Feast is the winner of the second 
annual Henrietta Lacks Memorial Award. 
Named in honor of Henrietta Lacks, the 
award recognizes and supports Baltimore 
community organizations that are collabo-
rating with Johns Hopkins University to im-
prove the health and well-being of the city 
of Baltimore. The award was presented on 
October 6, 2012 at the Annual Henrietta 
Lacks Memorial Lecture at Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Moveable Feast is one of over a dozen 
established community-university collabo-
rations from across the city nominated for 
the award of $15,000. The organization 
was selected by a panel of leadership from 
community and city organizations and 
Johns Hopkins as a model collaboration 

Moveable Feast Wins 
Henrietta Lacks Award

for creating and sustaining healthier com-
munities. 

Founded in 1989, Moveable Feast puts 
nutritious food on the table for people in 
Maryland with AIDS, breast cancer and 
other severe illnesses. Moveable Feast 
was nominated by Hopkins based bike 
team Fierce Chicks Rock. Fierce Chicks 
Rock and Moveable Feast have an eight 
year history of successful collaboration, 
which has resulted in significant funding 
for Moveable Feast’s food and nutrition 
services and a better continuum of care, 
namely for HIV/AIDS patients transitioning 
to outpatient care.  

A video about Moveable Feast can be 
viewed at:  Urbanhealth.jhu.edu/henrietta-
lacks_award. t
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www.cdc.gov/ActAgainstAIDS
Get the facts. Get tested. Get involved.

Kennedy (left) has lived with HIV since 2010.

I am a best friend, an advocate, and an entrepreneur.
And I am living with HIV.

TM

TM
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63 former Catholic 
priests favor 
marriage rights 
Seattle, wA – Some 63 former Roman 
Catholic priests have endorsed Washing-
ton State’s Referendum 74, supporting 
equal marriage rights for Gay and Lesbian 
couples. The priests remain observant 
Catholics and all are reportedly married. 
They delivered their statement at St. Clem-
ent of Rome Episcopal Church in Seattle’s 
Mount Baker neighborhood. 

“Nothing in this legislation infringes 
on religious rights or restricts the Catho-
lic Church from maintaining its own stan-
dards for sacramental marriage. It simply 
provides the protection of civil law so that 
same-sex couples may enjoy a set of civil 
and human rights involving health, finan-
cial, and end-of-life decisions,” the former 
priests said. “We regret that our Wash-
ington State Catholic bishops have cho-
sen to oppose Marriage Equality.... We 
are uneasy with the aggressive efforts of 
Catholic bishops to oppose R-74 and want 
to support the 71 percent of Catholics who 
support civil marriage for gays as a valid 
Catholic position.”

The priests’ announcement comes ex-
actly one week after a stunning blog post 
by Catholic Jesuit Seattle Preparatory 
School president Kent Hickey, also en-
dorsing marriage equality. “I am commit-
ted to conservatism. I am more conserva-
tive on social issues than is the norm in 
the Pacific Northwest. And my worldview 
is grounded in Catholic faith tradition. Al-
though gay marriage is usually perceived 
as a liberal position, I actually see this law 
as being consistent with conservatism, es-
pecially when viewed within its root – “to 
save, guard, protect.’”

These statements of support for mar-
riage equality come in the wake of a week-
end offensive against Referendum 74 

test is positive, the written instructions say 
to get a confirmation test at a medical facil-
ity. Raeline Nobles, director of AIDS Arms 
in Dallas, said her agency called the num-
ber on the box three times as a test. “Each 
time, the person was knowledgeable, a 
good listener, well trained, and profes-
sional,” Nobles said. She said when any-
one calls the information number, they are 
given referrals to local AIDS organizations 
and counseling. In the calls made by AIDS 
Arms staff, the information and referrals 
were accurate, Nobles said. (dallas Voice 
– david Taffet at dallasvoice.com)

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyOnD tHe BeltwAy

Home-administered 
oral HIV test now 
available
Dallas, tX – Orasure’s new in-home Ora-
Quick HIV test is now available in stores. 
The test can detect HIV beginning three 
months after contact. Using it earlier than 
three months after a “risk event” may not 

produce an accurate result. Other rapid 
tests that can detect the virus within a 
few days of contact are still only available 
through a doctor or HIV-testing facility. Ron 
Ticho of Orasure said this is the same test 
doctors and other testing facilities have 
used for ten years. With more than 25 mil-
lion tests done, OraQuick is more than 
99% accurate, he said. 

Since receiving approval to offer a 
home test kit in July, OraSure has trained 
phone counselors to answer questions and 
developed and revised its instructional 
material that comes with the test kit. “We 
took some time to develop a test kit the 
consumer could use,” Ticho said. He said 
the kits went through two tests – observed 
and unobserved. In the observed test, the 
company watched people open the pack-
age and test themselves as they followed 
the instructions. In the unobserved test, 
people took the kit home. 

The test comes in a box with step-
by-step instructions in English and Span-
ish on a flip chart. On the box is a phone 
number to call to answer questions about 
whether to take the test, how to take the 
test or read results – and for support. If a 

by the state’s Catholic bishops. Seattle 
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain authorized 
anti-R-74 flyers to be passed out in his 
parishes at mass on October 7. The flyers 
claimed that R-74 threatens parental au-
thority, personal freedom, religious liberty, 
and the good of society. Sartain previously 
issued a pastoral letter and a video sermon 
against Referendum 74, in which he stated 
that society would be “harmed beyond re-
pair’ if same-sex couples are allowed to 
marry. Bishop Joseph Tyson of Yakima 
said in his own pastoral letter, also issued 
on October 7, “R-74 jeopardizes freedom 
rather than expands it. It endangers our re-
ligious liberty and the right of conscience.” 
Nevertheless, Washington’s bishops did 
not go quite as far as Minnesota Archbish-

op John Nienstedt, who openly threatened 
Catholics opposed to that state’s constitu-
tional amendment banning same-sex mar-
riage. “Catholics are bound in conscience 
to believe this teaching [on marriage],” Ni-
enstedt wrote in a pastoral letter. “Those 
who do not cannot consider themselves to 
be Catholic and ought not to participate in 
the sacramental life of the Church.’ (Se-
attle Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.org)

be denied based on public opinion.” 
Jennifer Levi, transgender rights proj-

ect director for GLAD said, “Constitutional 
rights belong to everyone, even the least 
loved, least popu-
lar people among 
us. Prisoners have 
a right to necessary 
medical care, and 
this is indisputably 
medical care, as the 
very strong district 
court decision estab-
lished.” She added, 
“There really is no 
legal ground for this appeal. We believe 
the district court decision is very solid and 
will stand.” (Bay Windows at Baywindows.
com)

Social media more 
interesting than 
sex?
Berlin, germany – A study arousing inter-
est online found that checking Facebook or 
Twitter is more alluring than sex for those 
immersed in internet age lifestyles. The 
week-long poll conducted in Germany by 
the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business classified checking social 
network tweets, pictures, comments, and 
other posts as stronger than sex and ciga-
rettes in terms of temptation.

“Desires for media may be compara-
tively harder to resist because of their high 
availability and also because it feels like it 
does not cost much to engage in these ac-
tivities, even though one wants to resist,” 
Wilhelm Hofmann, the study’s lead author, 
told the los angeles Times. 

People ranging in age from 18 to 85 
took part in the poll by using smartphones 
to regularly update researchers regard-
ing their cravings to check in with online 
communities. Study participants were also 
asked to track hankerings for sex, alcohol, 
cigarettes, or other gratification. Yearnings 

Spit beats blood

Massachusetts 
to appeal trans 
surgery decision
Boston, MA – Gay & Lesbian Advocates 
& Defenders (GLAD) and the Transgender 
Political Coalition (MTPC) have reacted 
with disappointment to the Common-
wealth’s announcement that it will appeal 
the district court decision which estab-
lished that gender reassignment surgery 
is necessary medical care for prisoner 
Michelle Kosilek. Gunner Scott, execu-
tive director of MTPC said, “We are very 
disappointed that the Commonwealth has 
decided to go in this direction. Care that is 
medically necessary for prisoners cannot 

Michelle 
Kosilek



BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm  t  7 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

for fixes of Facebook, Twitter, or other so-
cial networks were ranked as the hardest 
desires to resist, according to reports about 
the findings. The study also revealed that 
work was a fierce addiction. People able to 
stave off urges for sex, shopping sprees, 
or other temptations tended to cave when 
it came to working, the study showed. 
The link is Rawstory.com/rs/2012/10/05/
new-study-says-facebook-and-twitter-are-
more-tempting-than-sex/ (The Raw Story 
at Rawstory.com)

Anti-gay death 
threat convinces 
couple to move 
Clarendon, tX – The gay couple who 
found a death threat – “Leave or die fags”  
–  painted on their front porch in Claren-
don, Texas, on October 1 told dallas Voice 
they now plan to move. Joshua Harrison 
and Jeremy Jeffers said they’re planning 
on moving to Amarillo, which is 60 miles 
north of Clarendon, a city of 2,000 in 
Donley County. But they hope to move to 
Houston or Dallas or even outside of Texas 
within a year because of the incident. And 

they said although Amarillo isn’t a long-
term solution because the area isn’t much 
more gay-friendly, at least it will take them 
out of harm’s way. 

Jeffers said he and Harrison “just don’t 
feel safe here anymore” and plan to move 
by the end of October or whenever they 
can get their finances in order. They said 
nothing has happened since the incident, 
but they don’t want to wait. “Every day has 
been really stressful with no money and 
worrying if someone is going to physically 
attack us,” Jeffers said. 

Jeffers was fired from his job as a man-
ager at Pizza Hut a few days before the 
threat, but he said he blames local Pas-
tor Chris Moore, who took out an ad in the 
clarendon enterprise against homosexu-
ality. The couple believes the ad led to 
the death threat as well. Harrison cleans 

houses with a relative, but he said clients 
started canceling after word of the death 
threat spread. Both say moving is not op-
tional now. “We can’t find work,” Harrison 
said. “We really don’t have a choice.... This 
is ridiculous. We’re too evolved as a race 
to have hate like this still.” (dallas Voice – 
Kevin Thomas at dallasvoice.com)

Survey shows 
Americans getting 
more secular
washington, D.C. – A new survey by the 
Pew Research Center Forum on Religion 
& Public Life shows that the number of 
Americans who do not identify with any 
particular religion continues to grow by 
about 1% per year. The survey, released 
October 9, also shows that for the first time 
in history, Protestants make up a minority 
of the U.S. population. The report is based 
on cell-phone and landline interviews of 
2,973 adults, conducted between June 28 
and July 9. Pew also interviewed an ad-
ditional 511 people who self-identified as 
religiously unaffiliated, to produce a sam-
ple of 958 nonreligious respondents. “This 
trend is largely driven by generational 
replacement, the gradual supplanting of 
older generations by newer ones,” the Pew 
survey said. Almost one-third of adults un-
der 30 have no religious affiliation (32%), 
compared with just one in 10 who are 65 
or older (9%). 

According to Pew, 19.6% of their re-
spondents said they are “atheist, agnostic, 
or “nothing in particular.” In 2007, when 
Pew first began conducting this research, 
only 15.3% said they were not religious. 
Only 48% of this year’s respondents iden-
tified as Protestant, compared to 53% in 
2007 when the survey of religious affilia-
tion began. Nineteen percent described 
themselves as evangelical, 15% said they 
are affiliated with a mainline denomination, 
8% are “Black Protestants,” and 6% “other 
minority Protestants.” Roman Catholics 
remain the largest single denomination, 
with 22% of the respondents, a number 
that has remained relatively constant since 
2007. The number of Mormons has also re-
mained constant, at 2% of those surveyed. 
As for the unaffiliated, 2.4% of the respon-
dents said they are atheist, 3.3% are ag-
nostic, and 13.9% claimed to be “nothing 
in particular.”

Being “unaffiliated” does not necessar-
ily indicate hostility to common religious 
beliefs, however. More than two-thirds of 
the unaffiliated say they believe in God 
(68%). More than half say they “often 

feel a deep connection with nature and 
the earth” (58%), while more than a third 
classify themselves as “spiritual” but not 
“religious” (37%). Because their numbers 
are growing, religiously unaffiliated voters 
are an increasingly important segment of 
the electorate. Thirty-nine percent of reli-
giously unaffiliated registered voters are 
Democrats, and 24% “lean toward the 
Democratic Party.” They are about twice 
as likely to describe themselves politically 
as liberals than they are as conservatives. 
Large majorities of the unaffiliated support 
reproductive choice (72%) and marriage 
equality (73%). (Seattle Gay News – Jesse 
monteagudo at Sgn.org)

HRC & PFLAG 
release resource for 
straight allies
washington, D.C. – 
The Human Rights 
Campaign Founda-
tion has released a 
comprehensive up-
date of Coming Out 
as a Straight Sup-
porter. Download the 
full resource at Hrc.
org/straight.

“Straight sup-
porters are so im-
portant to our fight 
for full equality for 
LGBT Americans,” 
said HRC President 
Chad Griffin. “Just as 
it takes an incredible 
amount of courage to 
come out as LGBT, it also takes courage to 
stand up and say, ‘I am a straight support-
er.” PFLAG Director Jody M. Huckaby said, 
“PFLAG was founded by Jeanne Manford, 
the mother of the straight-ally movement, 
40 years ago: a time when standing up 
and saying ‘I have a gay son’ or ‘I have a 
lesbian friend’ was unheard of. Since she 
came out as an ally, we’ve seen the power 
of parent allies in PFLAG, and friends and 
colleagues through our Straight for Equal-
ity project.”

The resource is intended to be a wel-
coming guide for straight supporters to 
build bridges of understanding when 
someone they know comes out to them. 
The guide answers initial questions, and 
shares facts, strategies, and ways to show 
your support of LGBT equality. Recently, 
a growing chorus of high-profile straight 
individuals has spoken out in support of 
LGBT equality. President Barack Obama, 

first lady Michelle Obama, NFL and Balti-
more Ravens player Brendon Ayanbadejo, 
actors Kristen Bell and Dax Shepard, ac-
tress/singer Beyonce Knowles, Microsoft 
founder and CEO Bill Gates, musicians 
Jason Mraz and Carrie Underwood. (Bay 
Windows at Baywindows.com)

Activist target 
donors to the Boy 
Scouts
irving, tX – After appealing to the good will 
and fairness of the Boy Scouts of America to 
lift its ban on gays, LGBT advocates have a 
new tactic: Go after the organization’s major 
funders, from Fortune 500 companies to the 
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas. And so 
far, the new strategy seems to be working. 

The group Scouts for Equality, founded 
by former Eagle Scout Zach Wahls, recently 
convinced Intel, the Boys Scouts’ largest 
corporate funder, to cut off support for Scout 
councils that don’t have LGBT-inclusive 
nondiscrimination policies. And this week, a 
spokesman for the Human Rights Campaign 
told dallas Voice that HRC is looking at ways 
to penalize companies for contributions to or-
ganizations like the Boy Scouts in the annual 
Corporate Equality Index. Under Intel’s new 
rule, local Boy Scout troops and councils 
that do not discriminate and refuse to comply 
with the official boy Scouts policy are still eli-
gible for funds. BSA stands to lose $700,000 
a year from Intel. “We have no problem with 
councils that have stated nondiscrimination 
policies,” said Wahls, a straight ally who was 
raised by two moms.

Since the Intel victory, Scouting for 
Equality has picked its next target – UPS, 
which gave the Boy Scouts $167,000 in 
2010. Although UPS is not the next-largest 
funder of the Scouts, Wahls said the compa-
ny is highly visible. t (dallas Voice – david 
Taffet at dallasvoice.com)

BeyOnD tHe BeltwAy



8 t  BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

 newS FrOM tHe KeyStOne StAte

By MAlCOlM lAzin 
In 1977, having successfully headed fed-
eral grand jury investigations into pub-
lic corruption, I ran as a Republican for 
Philadelphia district attorney. Arlen Spec-
ter, who had lost his bid for reelection as 
district attorney four years earlier despite 
having distinguished himself as 
a prosecutor, served as honor-
ary chairman of my campaign, 
and we met once a week. While 
I ended up losing to a then 
– unknown Democrat named 
Edward Rendell, I won in that 
I learned from Specter and be-
came his friend.

At the time, I was married. 
By the late 1980s, I was di-
vorced and had come to terms 
with being gay. Rendell said this week of 
Specter, “No public servant or elected offi-
cial has done more for the people of Penn-
sylvania... with the possible exception of 
Benjamin Franklin,” Similarly, few elected 
officials have done more than Specter for 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
community.

Specter’s Courageous Stand
In the 1960s, gays were routinely en-

trapped and blackmailed, easy targets for 
shakedowns by corrupt officials. This was 
back when people known to be gay could 
scarcely be employed. Many gay people 
readily paid bribes rather than lose their 
jobs, go to jail, and be subjected to public 

infamy.
In 1964, shortly 

after he served on the 
Warren Commission, 
Specter was appoint-
ed a special pros-
ecutor to investigate 
Philadelphia’s corrupt 
magistrate system. He 
investigated and suc-
cessfully prosecuted 

shakedowns of gay people, and the prac-
tice of extorting bribes from them ended in 
Philadelphia. Specter was likely the first 
prosecutor in the nation to use his power to 
protect gay citizens from public corruption.

Later, as a Republican senator, Specter 
would join Democratic Sen. Ted Kennedy 
as an early sponsor of legislation against 
hate crimes and employment discrimina-
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Arlen Specter

tion based on sexual orientation. When the 
AIDS crisis unfolded, Specter, who was a 
member of the Senate Finance Committee 
and was active on the subcommittee on 
health, supported the Ryan White Act and 
otherwise championed funding for HIV/
AIDS programs. 

And when President George W. Bush 
advocated amending the Constitution to 
define marriage as being between a man 
and a woman, Specter was one of the few 
Republicans who voted against the mea-
sure.

These positions were unpopular and 
politically unwise when Specter took them. 
They made him vulnerable, especially in 
GOP primaries.

But as a son of Jewish immigrants who 
grew up in rural Russell, Kan., Specter un-
derstood prejudice. His support for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans 
was principled and a profile in courage.

Just as I was privileged to know Spec-
ter, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der Americans were fortunate to have him 
as an ally. In so many ways, Pennsylvania 
and America were blessed to have him as 
our elected servant. t

malcolm lazin is executive director of 
equality Forum, a Philadelphia – based 
nonprofit devoted to lGBT civil rights. 
This appeared first in the PhiladelPhia 
inqUier: Philly.com/philly/opinion/inquir-
er/174296681.html

By vAnn MillHOUSe
There is a national momentum growing in the 
country. Quiet, strong, and unified, men and 
women of trans experience are finding their 
voices and calling for equality. In its second 
year, the Philly Trans March, drew several 
hundred transgender individuals and allies to 
bring awareness to transgender issues.

March founder Christian Lovehall started 
the event after Stacy Blahnik, a local Trans-
woman, was strangled to death in her home 
in October, 2010. Ms. Blahnik was mother 
of the House of Blahnik. She was a loving, 
nurturing, and influential figure in the City of 
Brotherly Love. Her killer has yet to be ap-
prehended. Underscoring the violence trans-
people face, in September, 2012, Kyra (Kruz) 
Cordova, a local Philadelphia transwoman, 
was found shot in the head in the Frankford 
section of the city; her case as well remains 
unsolved.

As the marchers finished chanting, they 
were soon settled by a solemn reminder to 
why this march is important. The mother of 
Kyra Cordova took the stage and recounted 
fond memories of her daughter. Local activ-
ists and allies proclaimed the urgent need for 
increased visibility of gender non-conforming 
individuals.

Another theme of the march is unity. 
Many partners of transgender persons led 
participants. Among the ally groups was 
Teammates. Promoting healthy relationships 
and education, onlookers showed their sup-
port of trans allies with supportive cheers. 

Black Transmen, Philadelphia chapter, 
supported the event, as well. Greeting attend-
ees, leading chants, and providing security, 
Black Transmen members represented an 
often unseen group.

The Philly Trans March was meet with 

great support and optimism. Only in its sec-
ond year, the march has created a progres-
sive movement towards creating awareness 
and equality for and within the transgender 
community. Next year’s march hopes to be 
met with even more support and a safer com-
munity. t

Philly Trans March in 2nd Year
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“We are certain our ads will help Mary-
landers understand the importance of pre-
serving marriage in our state,” Derek Mc-
Coy, chairman of the Maryland Marriage 
Alliance, said in a press release announc-
ing their latest ad. “Our ad highlights for 
voters the very fact that marriage is about 
more than just two adults doing what they 
want. Marriage is about the next generation 
and ensuring that all children are given the 
opportunity to be raised by their mother and 
father.” This is relatively gentle; it will get 
worse – guaranteed.

While MFME is doing its thing, we have 
seen innovative work from individuals out-
side the campaign who are working towards 

the goal of marriage equal-
ity. Mark Patro, Gerry Fisher, 
David Kimble, Mike Bernard, 
Rev. Meredith Moises, and 
June Horner are just of some 
those who are already making 
an impact. They should be sa-
luted for their initiatives – win 
or lose.

The effort is there by many, 
but our community could put 
us over the top if we all be-
come involved in full force and 
work together. The campaign 
can still very much use dona-
tions even though other LGBT 

organizations are seeking funds as well, so 
there is competition for dollars. 

But if contributions are not for you there 
are other ways you can help. The campaign 
needs canvassers and volunteers for phone 
banking. They also seek volunteers to show 
up at the election precincts to hand out lit-
erature or hold signs. Visit Marylandersfor-
marriageequality.org to see how you can 
help.

Most importantly of all, we need the 
LGBT community, its allies, friends, neigh-
bors, co-workers and family members to 
vote for Question 6 on November 6. Anoth-
er opportunity is not in the cards. This is it. 
All hands on deck. t

We are closing in on decision day whereby 
the voters of Maryland will decide on a 
bunch of ballot initiatives as well as presi-
dent of the U.S. The Dream Act, the gam-
bling measure and marriage equality will 
be among the hotly contested questions.

For marriage-
equality proponents, 
Question 6 will afford 
us the opportunity to 
break the 32-state 
losing streak whereby 
voters get to decide 
on the rights of the 
minority. Those are 
not good odds, but 
there is increasing 
optimism that the tide 
will change this year. 
However, much work 
is still needed.

To those in the 
LGBT community who 
are single, coupled 
but not desiring to 
marry, don’t see your-
selves as ever being 
coupled, or just plain 
don’t care, I have a 
message for you: get 
on board anyway. If 
the Civil Marriage 
Protection Act that 
was signed into law 
by Gov. O’Malley this past March is upheld 
on November 6, it will be the culmination 
of a long and tedious battle that has been 
waged by so many of your LGBT brothers 
and sisters, allies, and elected officials. 

A large number have made great sac-
rifices for this cause, and it was not simply 
to celebrate with a lavish wedding. They 
struggled hard for nearly a decade to ob-
tain the rights, benefits, and responsibili-
ties that civil marriage confers. They have 
fought to gain the financial and legal pro-
tections needed for themselves and for the 
children they are raising. And they fought 
to arrive at a level of standing that is finally 
equal to the heterosexual population. No 

longer would we and our 
families be regarded as 
second-class citizens.

Even if marriage is not 
for you, the latter reason 
alone should be persua-
sive. Plus, it gives you an 
option should you change 
your mind eventually. Our 
community needs to band 
together and take this fight 
to the end. 

Marylanders for Mar-
riage Equality (MFME) and 
its coalition partners have 
taken up the battle to win 
the hearts and minds of the voters. They 
seem to have the wind at their backs as 
we enter the final weeks of the campaign. 
Polls show positive data, but they must be 
discounted for myriad reasons. 

Yet, we can feel a change brewing as 
more people are being educated 
on how marriage equality will not 
negatively impact the existing 
marriages of others, how school 
children will not be inundated with 
pro-gay lessons in class, and how 
religious institutions will not ever 
be forced to officiate a marriage 
of a same-sex couple if that is 
their choice.

We received the important en-
dorsement from President Obama 
and the state’s leadership. We 
also received public support from 
the NAACP, leading clergy and 
several celebrities. There have 
been some good TV ads so far 
and hopefully more on the way. 

MFME is responsible for the 
nuts and bolts of the campaign: 
fundraising, attracting volunteers, 
phone banking, canvassing, mes-
saging, paying staff, enlisting 
support from the faith commu-
nity and developing advertising to 
compete with such opponents as 
the Maryland Marriage Alliance. 

Governor Martin O’Malley has 
been a leader in raising money for the cam-
paign to finance these expenses. MFMe 
has raised $3.2 million (including a dona-
tion of $250,000 from New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg) according to papers 
filed at the State board of elections and 
have $1.2 million in the bank and counting. 

Optimistically, the campaign will spend 
those dollars wisely to offset an advertising 
campaign from the well-funded Maryland 
Marriage Alliance that will certainly become 
more characterized by scare tactics and lies 
as we approach Election Day. They normal-
ly save their nastiest stuff for the end when 
they cannot be fact-checked in time. Why 
won’t they? It’s worked before – every time. 

All Hands on 
Deck

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“To those in 
the LGBT 

community 
who are single, 

coupled but 
not desiring 

to marry, don’t 
see yourselves 
as ever being 
coupled, or 

just plain don’t 
care, I have a 
message for 
you: get on 

board anyway.”



10 t  BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

“LGBT” – It rolls off the tongue with such ease 
from advocacy and civil rights organizations. 
These groups want you to believe they are 
strongly committed to rights for all LGB and 
T folk. The problem is, it just ain’t so and ac-
tion speaks much louder than words. I am not 
saying that they are not supportive of the trans 
universe and our quest for 
equality. Generally, these are 
good people with good inten-
tions. The problem lies in what 
they actually do. 

This year in Maryland we 
have the Marriage Equality 
referendum as the focus of the 
greater LGB community. The 
other day the Human Rights 
Campaign announced they 
would be spending another 
million dollars in four states, 
including $300,000 in Mary-
land, to bolster the coffers for 
advocating efforts in each state. This would 
bring the total investment of HRCs issues to 
something like $7.3 million with $4.4 million on 
marriage alone in this election cycle. By any 
stretch that is a big number. And that is just 
one organization spending money.

I want to be clear – I am a supporter of 
marriage equality. I’ve spent a chilly evening 
with the Maryland Light Brigade promoting a 
“yes” vote on Question 6. Marriage equality 
is a huge trans rights issue. It’s just that it is 
not our most important issue. As a trans per-
son, regardless of who I might marry there is 
almost always some question in our society 
about such a union. I will let you work out the 
possible permutations on that. Suffice to say 
that trans persons have partners and have the 
same expectations and needs as our L and 
G allies. This is not something new or novel.

Back in 2001 our Maryland legislature 
passed amendments to the standing civil rights 
legislation adding protections for the LGB 
portion of our community. Trans rights were 
tabled. It was just too hard a sell apparently. 
The LGB community said we will be back for 
you. But that has not happened in earnest. No, 
marriage became the most important thing. 
And the legislature leadership told us flat-out 

in 2012, “Only one gay bill at a time.” Even 
though our issue is one of basic civil rights.

You know what, I get it. There are more 
LGB than T people. And they have money. 
And they want to be married. What offends 
is when trans folk ask, what about our basic 
rights to a job, housing, and public accommo-
dations free of discrimination? We get told by 
our LGB allies, we will get back to you on that. 
We know, a dog only has one master. Been 
there, done that.

Thankfully the federal government has 
made progress where our palsied legisla-
tors have not. The recent EEOC decision in 
macy vs. aTF has opened the door for trans 
persons to file employment discrimination 
cases nationally. Yes, it is no longer OK to 
discriminate against trans people in employ-
ment anyplace in the United States. A perfect 
solution? No. We also made some progress in 
the last year in Howard and Baltimore Coun-

ties who showed courage 
and agreed with the Fed-
eral government and added 
trans people to the catego-
ries of protected persons. 
Our state needs to codify 
these issues. The debate is 
over. Discrimination in any 
form is not okay. Period.

So what is my beef? If 
you are a national, or even 
state, organization and you 
claim to support the “T” in 
LGBT it takes more than 
merely having a page on 

your website saying so. You have to actually 
do something. Spend some of that money. 
Hire some trans people, put them in leader-
ship positions. Put a reasonable representa-
tion of the “T” on your board. Really make a 
stab at having trans folk part of your internal 
diversity story. Then state a clear goal, like 
you did with marriage about our rights and 
commit to raising and spending money on it. 
Reach out and offer help to state trans rights 
organizations. Put your money where your 
mouth is.

But the real issue is after the dust settles 
on the marriage question, regardless of out-
come, will we see those same folks coming 
out to support trans rights or opening their 
wallets in support? 

Will we see the same persons and num-
bers rallying on Lawyer’s Mall and calling on 
legislators in Annapolis? Will we see national 
organizations offering even a fraction, or any, 
of the kind of funding that has gone into mar-
riage? Unfortunately I already know the an-
swer. In this case past performance is indeed 
an accurate indicator. And I think you guys 
owe it to the trans community to just tell us 
it is so. Give us the truth. That way we know 
exactly where we stand. t

Money and  
Priorities

tHinKing OUtlOUD

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

“Marriage 
equality is a 
huge trans 

rights issue. 
It’s just that 
it is not our 

most important 
issue. ”

For more information, 
call Falina or Phillip at (410) 837-5573

AIDS Action Baltimore • 10 E. Eager Street • Baltimore, MD 21202

Project TEA Time

offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place 
for transgender men and women to meet 

for support and peer networking. Our social 
group meets twice a month on the 3rd and last 
Wednesdays, from 2:00 - 4 :00 PM. Individual 
support is also available. Program services focus 
on health and wellness, personal achievement, 
and community building. All services are free!
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tHinKing OUtlOUD

By HeAtHer r. MCCABe
I am a parent to triplet seventh graders, a 
stepchild, and a newborn son. I am also a 
lesbian. This week, two organizations in 
which my children participate, the Columbia 
Clippers Swim Team (run by the Columbia 
Aquatics Association) and the Lime Kiln 
Middle School PTA in Howard County, Mary-
land, held fundraisers in partnership with 
Chick-Fil-A. 

As our community knows well, Chick-
Fil-A has recently been the butt of a media 
firestorm for its more than $5 million in con-
tributions to anti-gay groups, including one 
group that is on the Southern Poverty Law 
Center’s list of certified hate groups. Collec-
tively, the groups supported by Chick-Fil-A 
work to dehumanize LGBT people, among 
other things, labeling them as pedophiles 
and advocating for their imprisonment. 

Why would either of these organiza-
tions partner with Chick-Fil-A in the face of 
this well-documented history? I wrote both 
organizations and both promptly dismissed 
my concern as “feeling” and a call to “politi-
cal activity.” My concern stems not from feel-
ings or politics, but from facts: our children, 

some of them, have same-sex parents, but 
more than that, some of them are LGBT. 
What message do we send to these children 
when we are so apathetic about our choices 
that we can’t see our way to choose from 
the abundant offerings a fundraising site that 
is supportive of all people and all families? 
Would the partnership look different if Chick-
Fil-A donated to the KKK instead? The ac-
tions of both of these groups fly in the face 
of their own policies of inclusion. And the act 
of fundraising at such a site is, indeed, a po-
litical statement. It’s just not a statement I 
thought either group would make.

I can’t be the only parent who believes 
fundraisers at these sorts of venues are 
an affront to our collective humanity. So, 
what do we do from here? I’m sure there 
are many things we can do, but above all 
else, we must make our voices heard. Loud 
and clear. Talk to your neighbors, your kids’ 
friends’ parents, your Parent Boards. But if 
you say and do nothing, you are part of the 
problem. t

The author is former president of the 
maryland lGBT Bar association. You can 
rech her at heather@mccaberussell.com.

Raise your Voices and be Heard

The 3rd Annual FREE

MINI-BALL DELUXE 

CONFERENCE

Patapsco Arena
3301 Annapolis Road
Baltimore, MD 21230

Free HIV TesTIng! 
Free TreaTmenT reFerrals! 

Free PHoTo BooTH!

Saturday, November 17, 2012
Door Opens 7 PM  •  Ball 8 PM -1AM

(Ball will start and end on time)

Commentated by: 
Masters of Ceremony: Icon Jack Mizrahi 

and Trebra Blahnik 

Special Guest Commentators: 
Legendary Kevin Prodigy and Mook Mizrahi

For more information: call Keith“Ebony”Holt at
443-690-5044 or visit baltimorestatusupdate.com

CosT: Free!



12 t  BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

cialism of things and ideas.
The campaign to win / defeat the mar-

riage bill is no different. Both sides try 
to tug at the hearts and minds of voters. 
We, the LGBT community, are in the cross 
hairs of a cultural crossroad. We must de-
cide however, who we are at the end of it 
all. No matter what happens on November 
6, we’ll still be gays and lesbians on No-
vember 7. How do we live our lives while 
people seem to talk about us like we don’t 
really exist or like we are some weird, ab-
stract idea? Developing an unshakable 
sense of self at the core of being helps us 
survive the onslaught.

The core of who we are rests not on 
some law on the books or even some 
book compiled over a couple thousand 
years. The core of who we are rests on 
the notion that we are invaluable children 
of creation. We are here. We exist. And 
our very existence and survival proves 
our inherent dignity as human beings. Our 
living and breathing aren’t abstract no-
tions for debate and sound. It is an immu-
table fact. Going on to live and love does 
not depend on what’s happening in the din 
of the world but on the condition of our 
hearts. It is the indomitable spirit of our 
humanity which urges us on. This spirit is 
the ship of dignity to ferret us across the 

“dear lord, give me the truths which 
are veiled by the doctrines and articles 
of faith, which are masked by the pious 
words of sermons and books. let my eyes 
penetrate the veil, and tear off the mask, 
that i can see your truth face to face.” – 
St. John of the Cross

These words are as true today as 
when St. John of the Cross first uttered 
them. Rhetoric from the pundits, naysay-
ers and know it alls drowns out the voice 
of God within us in this media driven soci-
ety. We are bombarded with messages of 
buying and selling, playing off of our lack 
of confidence, our shortcomings for the 
sake of commerce. Ideas about our self 
worth are thrown about for the commer-

We Won

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

The truth of our self-determination 

tHinKing OUtlOUD

By Authority: Marylanders for Marriage Equality. Sophia Silbergeld, Treasurer

countdown to election (november 6):  19 days away!

seas of uncertainty and rivers of adver-
sity. I want us to know and understand our 
value and our worth cannot be calculated. 
I want us to see our lives don’t depend 
on political shell games. They are entirely 
dependent and derived from our drive to 
be the most centered and brilliant beings 
we can be. 

No one need tell us what our values 
should be if we have already determined 
what they are. No one can deny our exis-
tence if we refuse to hide. 

The value of this moment cannot be 

underestimated. I would urge that we, as 
a community, not lose sight of the victory. 
The victory of our lives – the victory of re-
fusing to hide and go away, the victory of 
saying yes to being – the victory that no 
one can snatch away. We have already 
won! The naked truth looks back at us 
in the mirror of our souls. It is a truth so 
beautiful, unrivaled in its complexity and 
legendary in its luminance. No book can 
contain it and no one can sell it. That truth 
is the truth of being and it is more than 
enough.  t
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of fungal meningitis is usually a several week 
course of IV antifungal medication. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

some anti – cancer drugs, also can cause 
meningitis. The viral and bacterial forms 
of meningitis, which are the commonest 
types, are contagious, meaning they can 
be passed from one person to another. 

The parasitic and fungal types of men-
ingitis, which are uncommon, are not con-
tagious. Because the current outbreak of 
meningitis is caused by a fungus, it is not 
contagious and these is no need for pre-
ventive drugs or masks.

This particular fungus causing this out-
break is Aspergillis, a mold that grows on 
fallen leaves. It’s unknown how Aspergillis 
became a contaminant in a manufacturing 
pharmacy (the New England Compounding 
Pharmacy, or NECC). 

This pharmacy produced solutions of 
anti-inflammatory medicine to be injected 
into inflamed joints, including the verte-
bral joints in the spine. Once in the body, 
any infection can travel through the blood-
stream to infect areas far from the original 
site of entry.

As of October 12, 184 people in 12 
states had this rare meningitis, according 
to the CDC (Centers for Disease Control.) 
Fourteen people have died of it.

Just to re-emphasize: according to the 
CDC, the infection cannot be passed from 
person to person.

Dear Dr. Eva,
Can you explain about the current 

meningitis outbreak? It seems to have 
something to do with joint infections – can 
infection move from the knee to the spine? 
Is there any preventive medication avail-
able? Would wearing a face mask prevent 
infection? 

Concerned

Dear Concerned, 
“Meningitis” means irritation and swell-

ing of the meninges, the thin, flexible 
membranes that cover the brain and spinal 
cord. Meningitis can be caused by many 
kinds of infections: viral. bacterial, parasit-
ic, and fungal. Some forms of cancer, and 

HeAltH & wellneSS 

Meningitis 
Epidemic?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

KARAOKE
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

KARAOKE
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

HAPPY HOUR
4pm-9pm Everyday

SPEciAl
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

SPEciAl
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

205 W. Read St. - corner of Read St. & Park Ave.    410.255.3100    Package Goods 11am-2am    ATM Available

The little corner Bar With The Great Big Heart

Special Yuengling Bock $2.50

WedneSdaY, octoBer 31St

trick or treat … 8-11pm
coStume parade … 10pm

KARAOKE
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

Dear Dr. Eva, 
I had a steroid injection into my R knee 

a few weeks ago. What should I watch for 
in case I get meningitis? If I do, how is it 
diagnosed and treated?

Worried

Dear Worried, 
First, before you think about this any 

more, please contact the office of the physi-
cian who gave you the injection. Only steroid 
solutions made by New England Compound-
ing Pharmacy (NECC) have been found to 
be contaminated. If the solution used for you 
was purchased from a different pharmacy, 
there is no risk to you.

But to answer your questions: The symp-
toms of fungal meningitis include headache, 
fever, chills, stiff neck, nausea, and just feel-
ing very ill – the same symptoms as other 
forms of meningitis. With fungal infection, 
though, the start of these symptoms may be 
much more gradual, over a period of weeks 
rather than days. The symptoms may stay 
mild. However, if untreated fungal meningitis 
can cause permanent neurologic damage.

Diagnosis is mainly through analysis of 
the patient’s spinal fluid, obtained through 
a lumbar puncture (spinal tap). Blood tests 
may also be done, although these are less 
definitive in making the diagnosis. Treatment 
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welfare undergo marriage counseling and 
making it difficult for single mothers to get 
assistance? Why should marriage, of all 
things, be the savior of class-based eco-
nomic woes?

The problem here is that, in the shad-
ow of neoliberalism, identity – gender, 
ethnicity, race, or sexuality – has become 

separated from the 
pressing workplace is-
sues that define us as 
workers. Under a neo-
liberal framework, your 
identity as part of a so-
cial and cultural group 
will be protected more 
readily than your rights 
as a worker. If your 
co-worker calls you a 
derogatory name that 
insults your heritage 
/ sexuality / gender / 
race, he / she will be 
punished swiftly and 
perhaps face a termi-
nation of employment. 
If you get injured on 
the job, or fired without 
notice, the chances of 
any retribution for the 
same are difficult to im-
possible. This has far-
reaching implications 

in terms of how we conceive of immigration 
rights, and the fact that we prefer to think 
of immigrants as persons with stories – not 
as workers. In the context of queer orga-
nizing over immigration, the movement has 
been hijacked by mainstream gay groups 
that define the agenda in very narrow 
terms, separating “queer” from “worker.” t

Yasmin Nair is a chicago-based writer 
and activist who blogs at Bilerico.com and 
YasminNair.net. She’s part of the against 
equality collective (againstequality.org).

By yASin nAir
In the U.S., “gay” has become a separate 
class identity. This is typical of a wide-
spread feeling in the U.S., even among 
the most beleaguered workers, that they 
must distinguish themselves as profes-
sionals, separate from blue-collar workers. 
As an adjunct organizer at University of 
Illinois (I was the Lec-
turer Representative), 
I once sent out an e-
mail about unioniza-
tion to which one per-
son responded, “Are 
you trying to tell me 
that I’m the same as a 
truck driver?” (Answer: 
“Yes.”) This discom-
fort about being clas-
sified as workers is a 
problem that threatens 
unionizing more gener-
ally, in a social context 
where workers’ rights 
are seen as inimical to 
the “American Dream.” 
Such an attitude is aid-
ed in no small part by 
megacorporations like 
Wal-Mart that threaten 
workers with layoffs if 
they join unions.

The “gay move-
ment” of today strongly relies on the fiction 
and fantasy that gays are uniformly of the 
same class background and that they all 
desire one kind of life (bourgeois, happily 
married, and mysteriously and universally 
endowed with health care benefits). Some 
of the force behind the thrust towards gay 
marriage is based on emotion and senti-
ment, and those operate on the assump-
tion that gays everywhere are the same in 
terms of class identity. In this fantasy land 
where every gay person automatically gets 
rights and benefits upon marriage, there 
are no layoffs or accidents at the work-
place. In effect, to be gay in America is to 
be a separate class identity.

But what of poorer gays and lesbi-
ans? Factions of the movement already 
have an answer to that. One local group 
writes triumphantly that poorer gays and 
lesbians would especially benefit from 
marriage rights because it would give 
them access to benefits. But that presup-
poses that there are any benefits to share 
in the first place, and that’s less likely in 
the lower wage workplace. And we ought 
to ask: how is promulgating marriage as a 
cure for economic insecurity any different 
from the Right demanding that women on 

By SHirli HUgHeS
Some African-American clergy are using their 
pulpits to press their own political agendas on 
their congregations about voting, I am heart-
sick and appalled. It’s nothing new, but the tim-
ing is dangerous. They are saying “Don’t vote 
for President Obama because of his stance on 
marriage for the LGBT community.” Some of 
them are saying “Don’t bother voting at all.”

As clergy, it is one thing for you to cling 
tightly to what you believe in your heart and 
through your Biblical studies. It is another 
thing  to tell people not to exercise their right 
to vote and to spew hate-filled, narrow minded 
rhetoric. What they claim is that gay marriage 
is a threat to “real” marriage as it ought to be, 
which they say means between a man and 
a woman. These preachers have begun with 
renewed fervor their attacks on homosexual-
ity and the sin and degradation they say this 
“lifestyle” involves. 

But these beliefs are un-“Christ-like.” 
Where are the love, grace and mercy that 
Jesus taught and demonstrated so freely to 
those around Him during His ministry? Have 
some of these self proclaimed homosexual 
hating clergy forgotten some of the very basics 
of who Jesus was? Jesus was not a conform-
ist to the law of the day because the law of-
ten limited and excluded people that did not 
fit what society deemed “the norm.” Jesus 
was all about being open and inclusive in His 
ministry and teachings and often broke many 
of society’s so called “rules,” in order to reach 
people, change lives, and make them disciples 
and followers.

Has this select group of homophobic Afri-
can-American clergy forgotten that it was not 
so very long ago that as African-Americans, 
we were not allowed to vote? Not allowed 
to marry? And that as an African-American 
people we most certainly did not fit society’s 
definition of “the norm” except for our role as 
slaves? How short the memories of so few 
who yet so frighteningly hold so much power 
of so many. 

Do you African-American, homosexual-
hating, “don’t-vote-at-all” exhorters not un-
derstand that without each individual’s power 
and freedom to vote, that there would be many 
people in this country without even the most 
basic of rights, freedoms, and choices? 

You African-American clergy who harbor 
these uncharitable feelings towards the homo-
sexual community, when was the last time you 
took a good look at what is happening in our 
country, in our community? Are your eyes so 

blinded by your own personal motivations of 
fear, the quest for power and control and only 
God knows what else, that you cannot see that 
people are hurting and in need of more love? 
In some cases, people are literally dying to be 
loved, to be held, to be extended some small 
act of kindness and acceptance!

As African-American people we are in 
need of words of hope, empowerment, love, 
justice, and uplifting from our clergy, as we sit 
captive in our churches on Sunday mornings. 
We need lessons in love, lessons in how to be 
better people of faith, better neighbors to each 
other and the world around us. We need help 
in keeping our children in school and out of 
jail. We need help in keeping our people em-
ployed. We need help in creating ways to low-
er the heterosexual divorce rate. We need help 
in discovering ways to love ourselves better. 

Perhaps for some of you self-labeled 
“blameless saints,” some of your prayer time 
might be better spent in asking God to take 
away whatever misplaced and misguided 
fears that have put your feet on such a shame-
filled path of preaching hatred, intolerance, 
and a frightening lack of commitment to so-
cial justice. I would not want to be you should 
you ever be blessed to encounter the likes of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Medgar Evers, 
Sojourner Truth, Ella Jo Baker, Paul Robeson 
and any number of wonderful, fearless social 
zealots in heaven who fought for and believed 
in freedom for all God’s people. 

As a follower of the Gospel of Christ, I pray 
that God give you peace in your spirit because 
obviously, there is something deeply troubling in 
your soul that forces you to utter such dangerous 
declarations of people you know nothing about. 
And lastly as someone who truly believes in the 
redeeming and healing power of love, I truly 
pray that God would fling open some the closet 
doors that many of you secretly reside in. Is it 
possible I wonder that some of what you seek 
to hide causes the ugliness you direct toward 
others? Sometimes, it is the hatred we direct 
outward that is in truth, a reflection of what we 
feel inward. A preacher’s robe can only “hide” so 
much. I wonder, what’s under yours?

I leave you my homophobic clergy (and 
yes, I claim you even if you will not claim me!), 
with this final thought: Have you even stopped 
to consider the possibility that there may be 
those around you who will benefit from dis-
harmony among us as an African-American 
faith community? Do you not realize the full 
impact of what may happen in this country if 
we do not vote? Abraham Lincoln, paraphras-
ing the words of Jesus, said “a house divided 
among itself cannot stand.” And in Ecclesias-
tes we find these words: “A person standing 
alone can be attacked and defeated but two 
can stand back to back and conquer. Three 
are even better, for a triple braided cord is not 
easily broken.” Where I wonder, is our triple-
braided cord? t

Heart Sick 
African-American 

Christians

FAitH // SPIRIT CORNER

Contact Deacon Fred Passauer, Parish Administrator
410-969-2785

801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2208
410-969-2783

Our Weekend Mass schedule:

All Are Welcome
St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.

www.stbernadette.org

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.

‘Gay’ as a Class Identity

“The gay movement 
of today strongly 

relies on the fiction 
and fantasy that 

gays are uniformly 
of the same class 
background and 

that they all 
desire one kind of 
life – bourgeois, 
happily married, 
and mysteriously 
and endowed with 
health benefits.”
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A Reconciling Congregation, Grace UMC welcomes all, and all means all. 
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Grace United Methodist Church  
is wearing purple today …

by wearing purple for “Spirit Day,” a day to stand against 
LGBT bullying. We also remind you that your vote counts.

Please vote in support of Question 6!

Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Sundays at 10 a.m. • Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
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St. Michael The Archangel
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3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”
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lively ArtS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve CHAring
The songs, fun, imagination, themes, naughtiness, and 
uniqueness that characterize avenue Q have been the 
source of the show’s popularity for years. The three-
time Tony Award winner, including Best Musical, ran for 
2,534 performances on Broadway from 2003 to 2009 plus 
spawning other national and international tours and pro-
ductions. It has rightfully earned its place in musical the-
atre lore. 

Originally conceived as a television 
series by Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx 
(who wrote the music and lyrics before the 
show’s debut on Broadway, and with book 
by Jeff Whitty), avenue Q is a coming-of-
age parable that combines puppet theatre 
with real-life problems facing young adults. 
Those issues and anxieties that young 
people must grapple with include finding 
an apartment, looking for a job, falling in 
love, avoiding commitment, and most cen-
tral to the show’s plot, seeking a purpose in 
life. But these challenges, serious as they 
may be, are presented in a satirical and hi-
larious manner. 

The use of puppets that distinguish the 
show is a rather unique device in musical 
theatre. They combine the joy and brash-
ness of those loveable characters seen in 
PBS’s Sesame Street – a program thrust 
into the current political debate – from which avenue Q’s 
characters were inspired and parodied by Lopez and Marx 
with the latter having interned at the program earlier in his 
career.

The Red Branch Theatre Company’s presentation of 
avenue Q at the Drama Learning Center in Columbia con-
tributed to the show’s esteemed reputation. Jenny Male 
skillfully directed a wonder-
ful young cast to act, sing, 
dance, and puppeteer in the 
tight quarters of the Drama 
Learning Center stage using 
the available space and then 
some, including the audience 
itself. She had the extra chal-
lenge of not only directing the 
actors but also the puppets 
and did so expertly. Those 
actors who were also puppe-
teers deserve kudos for their 
fine work with their added re-
sponsibility. 

Male’s body of work at 
Red Branch has been re-
vered through her previous 
efforts particularly The Se-
cret Garden, Urinetown, and 
into the Woods, which earned 
the accolade of Best Revival 
of a Musical from Broadway-
World.com: Baltimore. It is 

not surprising that avenue Q 
triumphed and received an 
instantaneous standing ova-

tion at show’s end.
One would think that with such song titles as “If You 

Were Gay,” “Everyone’s a Little Bit Racist,” and “Schaden-
freude” the themes would be serious. Well, they are, but 
are executed in a way that keeps you laughing as much as 
it keeps you thinking.

The show centers on Princeton (Zac Brightbill), a re-
cent college graduate with a B.A. in English who winds up 

on Avenue Q in some far-out place in New 
York to find an affordable apartment. He 
encounters a variety of oddball characters 
in the neighborhood who seem nice and 
have their own individual goals. But in the 
end, they have one thing in common: to 
find their purpose.

Zac’s romantic interest is Kate Mon-
ster, played tenderly by Sherry Benedek. 
Her chemistry with Zac (through the use of 
puppets) is excellent. Benedek’s “There’s 
a Fine, Fine Line” effectively displayed 
pure emotion in one of the show’s more 
melodious numbers.

Roommates Nicky (Gavin Shown) and 
Rod, the closeted gay man (Josh Kemper), 
are also a great team. Their performance 
of “If You Were Gay” was outstanding. 

Another duo is Brian, an aspiring co-
median (Keith Tittermany), and Christmas 
Eve (Erin Branigan) his eventual Japanese 

wife. Branigan’s voice is golden and is the best vocalist in 
the cast.

Other characters added to the fun of avenue Q. One of 
them is Gary Coleman – yes, the actual late celebrity inserted 
in a fictional plot – played by Wil Lewis III. His role is that of 
a building superintendant and has some comical lines amidst 
the parody (he’s a large man compared to Coleman’s diminu-

Growing Up on Avenue Q

tive stature) but his performance was somewhat understat-
ed. Nonetheless, Lewis’ solid baritone voice is on display in 
“Schadenfreude.”

Dean Davis as the porn-addicted Trekkie Monster, Beth 
Cohen and Cory Jones as the mischievous Bad Ideas Bears, 
and Sara Cobb as the seductress Lucy rounds out the love-
able cast. All do a great job in bringing their characters to life 
onstage with vigor.

However, Zac Brightbill, playing the lead character Princ-
eton, excelled well beyond his slim musical theatre resume 
would suggest. His acting, comedy and vocal skills, while 
manning his puppet, were in evidence throughout. The 
theatre major at University of Maryland, College Park, is a 
dominant performer. (Casting officials: take note). brightbill’s 
versatility, should he pursue theatre as a career, offers great 
promise.

avenue Q boasts wonderful songs – led mainly by the 
witty story-telling lyrics – that include such standouts as “It 
Sucks to Be Me” and “The Internet is for Porn.” Dustin Mer-
rell and his band consisting of Ricky Wise and Mike Kushner 
shine.

Dan Van Why’s imagination is evident in his clever set 
design. Though the stage is small, the set is functional, and 
the actors fully use all available space. The show plays big 
in a cozy theater. And, of course, the puppets designed by 
Kathleen Sousa, were adorable.

The uniqueness and challenges that avenue Q possess 
and the expert way that the elements are put together makes 
this show a must-see. It is sheer joy with an uplifting message 
that is carried out by an award-winning director and talented 
cast and crew. t

avenUe q runs weekends through October 21 at the dra-
ma learning center, 9130-i Red Branch Road, columbia, 
maryland. Tickets may be purchased by calling the box of-
fice at 410-997-9352 or online at Redbranchtheatrecompany.
com. it is not suitable for children.

“The 
uniqueness 

and challenges 
that Avenue Q 

possess and the 
expert way that 

the elements 
are put 

together makes 
this show a 
must-see.”

On Broadway...

...and at red 
Branch theatre 
Company
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lively ArtS // OUT ON STAGE / OUT ON SCREEN

By CHUCK DUnCAn
We always talk about how Madonna has reinvented 
herself over the years, but her popularity has never 
really been in question. Ben Affleck, on the other 
hand, has become the master of reinvention after his 
Hollywood golden boy status was tarnished by more 
than a few stinkers: Gigli, daredevil, Surviving christ-
mas, to name a few. But after winning an Oscar for his 
screenplay for Good Will Hunting (with pal Matt Da-
mon), Affleck has now turned his attention to direct-
ing. His major screen debut, Gone Baby Gone, was 
a gripping tale of a child’s kidnapping that nabbed 
Oscar, Golden Globe and SAG Award nominations 
for Amy Adams. His follow – up was the critically ac-
claimed The Town, in which he also acted and which 
scored an Oscar nomination for Jeremy Renner.

Now Affleck is back in the director’s chair – suc-
cessfully – and on screen in the new real life thriller 
argo. argo tells the formerly classified story of six 
Americans who escaped the US embassy in Iran dur-
ing the hostage crisis in 1979. The Americans man-
aged to slip out of the embassy and after trying to 
find sanctuary at several different embassies, the 
Canadian ambassador and his wife took them in at 
great risk to their own lives. The US government went 
through several scenarios to try to get them out, but 
hostage extraction expert Tony Mendez said none of 
the ideas would work because none of them made 
sense (for example, providing them with fake teacher 
visas when there were no US teachers in the coun-
try). Mendez, who had worked with some Hollywood 
connections including makeup artist John Chambers 
(the original Planet of the apes) and other Hollywood 
contacts, came up with the idea to make the six Amer-
icans members of a film crew scouting locations for 
a sci – fi flick called “Argo.” The government wasn’t 
thrilled with the idea, but it was the “best bad idea” 
they had. And it worked!

That’s not to say the plan was foolproof or without 
peril, but even though we know the outcome – they 

Argo Brings 
History 
Grippingly to Life

By Steve CHAring
A panda wants to be a crocodile. A crocodile wants to be a 
panda. And there is cross-species lovemaking. Wow! This 
is an example of the type of the comical chaos in the hi-
larious Iron Crow Theatre Company’s 2012-2013 season 
kick-off, Bad Panda. 

Written by playwright, monologist, and songwriter Me-
gan Gogerty, Bad Panda is making its world premiere on 
the Baltimore Theatre Project stage. You knew this play 
promised to be some kind of quirky given Ms. Gogerty’s 
2009 solo show had the title, Hillary clinton Got me Preg-
nant.

Veteran Iron Crow director Joseph W. Ritsch (love 
and Human Remains, i Want to be a Gay icon, apartment 
213) ably helms this enjoyable play with an unusual but 
endearing storyline. Bad Panda has only three characters: 
Gwo Gwo (David Basington), a male panda; Marion (Katie 
O. Solomon), Gwo Gwo’s mate; and Chester (Adam Cool-
ey), a gay crocodile. But these few characters through the 
force of Ritsch’s directing talents, and the actors’ skills 
take Gogerty’s clever plot and run with it. The performers 
interact with each other so effectively and so amusingly 
that it is a lovely fulfilling experience.

We have Gwo Gwo and Marion, costumed simply but 
brilliantly by Rebecca Eastman, believing they are the last 
two pandas on earth and need to take advantage of the 
impending mating season (“It starts tomorrow”) to keep the 
species alive. Marion is a panda who is ultra-determined 
to have a baby. Experiencing difficulty with this basic exer-
cise in life-production, Gwo Gwo encounters Chester, who 
has other plans. Without much subtlety, Chester express-
es his physical attraction to Gwo Gwo and the fun begins.

Chester’s character is the most complicated of the 
three. His feelings towards Gwo Gwo are both physical 
and emotional and began the day they first met (“I love 
the way you climb a tree 
and crawl into a ball.”). 
When Marion discovers the 
emerging “gross” relation-
ship she remains resolute 
to prevent the species’ ex-
tinction. Marion goes off to 
some mysterious place in 
the forest / woods / reserve 
(take your pick) to get a 
baby. 

Marion returns with a 
baby panda but is unable to 
explain how that occurred 
biologically since Gwo Gwo, 
the other remaining panda, 
was not with her. She even-
tually bonded with Chester 
whereas before there was 
a clear adversarial relation-
ship. Chester grew to ap-
preciate the cute little crea-
ture and helps to nurture it. 
We’ll leave it there as sur-
prises and twists complete 
the play.

I was trying to figure out who of the three actors gives 
the best performance – Brasington, Solomon or Cooley. 
In the end, the choice was clear: all of them excel. Each 
brings their own interpretation and execution. Each deliv-
ers comic lines (and there are more than just a few) with 
precise timing and body language. 

The physical presentation is also unique given that 
humans are playing the roles of bears. Just to remind the 
audience that they are, in fact, animals, on occasion the 
pandas would crawl around the floor and curl up in a ball. 
The croc doesn’t replicate animal movements so much as 
it is indeed difficult to slither across a stage. The physical 
and sexual actions bring smiles.

Yet their emotions and values are more reflective of 
humans. Marion wants to have a baby and be a good 
mother. She and Gwo Gwo want to prevent the species’ 
extermination. Chester wants commitment rather than just 
having fun. There is jealousy. They all have, in varying 
degrees, a sense of devotion to family.

The action takes place on one uncomplicated but ef-
fective set designed by Ritsch. There are three fitness 
balls for the pandas to occasionally sit on or balance and 
a rectangular green carpet to denote grass. A screen in 
the background shows bamboo and other fauna depend-
ing on the scene locale. 

Iron Crow bills Bad Panda as a “sweet celebration of 
non-traditional families.” It is that and more. It is fresh, 
cute, expertly-acted, well-directed, and despite the char-
acters being animals, very human. t

Bad Panda plays through October 27 at the Baltimore 
Theatre Project, 45 West Preston Street, Baltimore, Mary-
land 21201. Running Time: One hour and 20 minutes with 
no intermission. This show contains sexual situations and 
is not suitable for children. Tickets may be purchased on-
line at ironcrowtheatre.tixato.com/buy/bad-panda. 

lea Katie O. Solomon (Marion), Adam Cooley (Chester) and 
David Brasington (gwo gwo) credit: Katie Simmons Barth

Iron Crow’s Bad Panda is Good Fun
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combo like Norman Rockwell on holiday with the 80s step 
son of Penthouse or some other slightly simple brain graft 
like bondage on a wedding cake. Conceptualism makes as 
much sense to me as “Concept of Time.” I just “Do stuff,” to 
phrase my art practice brilliantly.

With Socrates, the doing has become much more high-
end even with my low-end ways. 

We discover things as we get into them-both for the 
films and for ourselves; force-fed romanticism that actually 
becomes quite romantic in the end. 

[The final installment of the SoftRock trilogy] which is 
premiering online for S magazine (hopefully this month) has 
grown from a one on one relationship in a Greek living room 
with slight snuff references to full on marital zip-tie bondage, 
gang-rape, and bloody, nude animalism in nature.

MF: what was that collaborative process like?
AH: If I can’t make a film or video with someone, they 

can’t really get close to me. So, in this case I got pretty 
close to Socrates.“Exhausted” and “Exhilarated.” There are 
no scripts in SoftRock, just hours, days and weeks of foot-

age to go through.
MF: How do you feel about the way 

female sexuality is generally portrayed in 
media versus your work? 

AH: The way that females are portrayed 
in media is a display of the popular, obses-
sive tastes of the masses (Unless you get 
an icon like Madonna to stir things up a 
bit and then she herself becomes a fetish, 
which is awesome). In any era, when you 
look at the portrayal of females, especially 
in the fashion, you can tell exactly what era 
that is. Just look at “period-drama” films: the 
men are passable for the past, but the wom-
en will always look like the present that they 
are in. This is true for even the best period-
dramas and TV shows. The amazing HBO 
mini series “Rome” almost slipped past that 
stereotype, but you can still see it if you look hard: those are 
ladies of the late noughties.

I hope to be like a man in a period-piece in the sense 
that my style isn’t so very much related to my era. That is 
why, at this moment, I am trying to represent myself more 

as an ageless future-pres-
ent-ghost figure with over-
the-top feminine qualities. I 
have to go through all these 
fetishes and all these male-
gazes to understand how 
to surpass them into some-
thing else. 

One current example 
of femininity in media that I 
really like is Lana del Rey – 
she seems plastic but at the 

same time so nice with such a pretty voice, with a weird 
lady-baby flip flop, somehow new but old – better than a hy-
brid car! I’m really into that alien nature constructed from the 
very tick-off boxes of what the masses really want.

I’m still trying to figure out what it means to be a “wom-
an.” A lot of what you are now seeing in my art is that very 
process of discovery.

I have to know it from all angles. After I figure out my 
sex, I’m gonna get deeper into the male. When I’m really 
old I will probably be a drag queen. A classy, business-like 
one with sensible shoes for sensible occasions, an actual 
singing voice, and what will seem to be a really good vagi-
noplasty. It’s either that or a vampire. Even though it seems 
the media is a bit over-kill with vampires, they never get old. 

MF: Based on attendance at your 1:1 performance, 
it would seem like 90% of your fans are gay men. Do 
you attribute this to the fact that we love you or that you 
intimidate women and straight men?

AH: I naturally have a lot of gay friends – it’s really just 
the nature of my existence. I don’t scare straights and girls 
away! They were there, too. It’s just that in my world, gays 
are the majority of the population. I’m a gay boy in a wom-
an’s body, scientifically speaking. This may be another rea-
son for the high percentage. I have a perverted fetish for 
straight men.

MF: I find a tension between sincerity and humor 
in so much contemporary art (and culture in general). 
while many artists in our generation gravitate towards 
the ironically macabre, i would describe your work as 

lively ArtS // PERSONALITIES

“ambiguously decadent.” Do you think 
Los Angeles influences your gaudy / 
beautiful baroque aesthetic? 

AH: I would agree that I am pretty ba-
roque and gaudy in a Hollywood Babylon 
way. The macabre is in there too, but I think 
you are right about the decadence. I want 
richness and glamour and godliness in my 
work the way that an amateur pornographer 
wants a real cum shot and that unmistak-
able look of enjoyment on the fucked – face. 
You don’t need a huge budget to portray 
true fantasy.

LA is definitely a huge part of my work. 
The weather, the amazing range of land-
scapes and the young-but-rich-and-fucked-
up-too-soon history. LA is a huge, gaudy, 
unvarnished gem, and I’m glad most people 

don’t really know how awesome it is!
I hope to one day get a budget to make something even 

more decadent: a real movie. I made a feature length called 
Write a Book about it already, but I am talking about some-
thing with a budget over 800 bucks, you know? A sump-
tuous, disturbingly sexy movie with Anthony Bourdain and 
David Bowie riding camels over to my harem. Instead of 
wasting money on gross catering and bad P.A.’s, I will hire 
myself a trainer and have a body like Vampira mixed with 
Grace Jones and Erte drawings and those really long, skin-
ny Lladro porcelain figures that my grandma has behind 
glass cabinets. I would want that feeling of porcelain behind 
glass cabinets in the set design as well. Oh my god, and I 
almost forgot about the mermaid tank I have to construct for 
La Cicciolina and the merry-go-round saddle ranch for Dolly 
Parton. I need those two ladies together in the film as well. 
How much would Anthony Bourdain, David Bowie, La Cicci-
olina, and Dolly Parton be total? This is why people like me 
need money, not that fucking cirque du Solei guy, although 
he did do cirque du cher, which I saw in lower school and 
it blew me away and probably started my growth spurt (but 
who are we kidding, cher did that!)

MF: this is why the gays love you. this is why we 
love Actuallyactually.com. t

“I have to know 
it from all 

angles. After I 
figure out my 
sex, I’m gonna 
get deeper into 
the male. When 
I’m really old I 
will probably be 
a drag queen.”

were returned home safely – Affleck manages to ramp up 
the tension as they attempt to get through the military se-
curity at the airport as a sweatshop of workers try to piece 
together shredded images of the six missing Americans. 
You really are on the edge of your seat and holding your 
breath until that plane clears Iranian air space. Affleck not 
only nails the story and the tension, but the period as well. 
The fashion, the hair, the porn ‘staches, the décor, every-
thing is done to perfection. And the proof is in the pudding 
as the end credits juxtaposes actual photos of the people 
and key events with the recreations in the film.

Aside from a few familiar faces like Affleck, Bryan 
Cranston, John Goodman, Victor Garber, Kyle Chandler, 
and Alan Arkin, the six Americans are played by mostly 
unfamiliar actors (or those with faces you know but can’t 
place the name … and they’re almost unrecognizable 
anyway under the period hair styles) which gives the film 
an even stronger sense of realism. Casting BIG names in 
those roles would have been too distracting, so the right 
decision was made to go with less well – known faces.

As a historical drama – and there is a brief but cru-
cial introduction of Iranian history to put the whole conflict 
in perspective – argo is a movie that could probably be 
shown in classrooms. Some of the incidentals have been 
changed for dramatic purposes, but it still tells a com-
pelling story from an important moment in American and 
world history. That’s not to say it’s just as dry as the desert 
sands either. argo is suspenseful and gripping, with just 
the right amount of humor (mostly provided by Goodman 
and Arkin as they try to get their fake movie financed with-
out revealing that the entire operation is a farce) to make 
this a crackling piece of entertainment. I don’t think I’m 
going too far off base here by saying that the film is al-
most sure to get a Best Picture nomination at next year’s 
Oscars, and if Affleck doesn’t get a director nomination as 
well, there is no justice in Hollywood. As it is in the here 
and now, argo should be on your must – see list. t

ACtUAlly HUizengA 
in Her Own wOrDS

– continued from front page 
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By gregg SHApirO
“Star Machine,” the opening cut on Bob Mould’s new disc Silver 
age (Merge), has a familiar ring and crunch to it. The recognizable 
elements include his trademark plaintive, tinged with frustration, vo-
cals, and the soaring electric guitar sonics. Working as part of a trio 
again (see Husker Du and Sugar), Mould has some additional tricks 
up his sleeve, including the punky pop of “The Descent,” the fury of 
“Briefest Moment,” the galloping “Fugue State” and the warmth of 
“First Time Joy.” Aside from the renewed musical force of the disc, 
Mould has written some of his most memorable lyrics here, as well, 
as you can hear on “Briefest Moment,” “Fugue State,” and the title 
cut. 

While Bob Mould navigates a harder rocking road, Dudley 
Saunders continues to travel the acoustic path on his striking fourth 
disc monsters (Strange Troubadours). You can still hear Joni Mitch-
ell’s influence on Saunders, particularly in the vocals on “Zero Out 
(In These Boxes)” and in the guitar on “What I Won’t Do.” Saun-
ders displays his literary leanings on “Roving,” based on the poem 
by Lord Byron. The touch of twang on “Rosewood Casket” and 
“Wheelchair in the 7-11 Parking Lot” are also pleasing to the ear.

Pet Shop boys are 25 years into a recording career that first 
found them at the forefront of electronic Brit-pop and then be-
coming dance club chart-toppers, before dabbling in theatrical 
and acoustic music. After a dozen or so studio albums, the gay 
duo begins their latest elysium (Astralwerks) on an increasingly 
mellow note with “Leaving” and “Invisible.” But the payoff comes 
in the snarky humor of “Your Early Stuff,” sung in the voice of 

lively ArtS // IMUSIC

an honest fan who longs for the old days. Speak-
ing of the old days, PSb unleash one full-fledged 
dance track, “A Face Like That,” but show that they 
are still interested in exploring electronic possibilities 
on songs such as “Ego Music” and the fascinating 
“Requiem in Denim and Leopardskin.”

“Crate & Barrel” from Ian Wilson’s This is Water 
(ianwilsonmusic.com), is one of the rawest break-up songs ever 
written. A song about someone who “took everything that wasn’t 
nailed down,” it sticks with you long after it’s over. Other standout 
tracks on this fine disc include “resurrection Ship,” “bad Ideas 
Work Best,” “Nitrogen,” and “Bad Wolf Bay.”

“Bay Area institution” Jim e Sparkle Pants returns with the 
17-track disc Beyond the Boundaries, a benefit for Positive be-
ing (Positivebeing.org). Sparkle Pants is an acquired taste worth 
acquiring, especially for the forgiveness mantra of “Under the 
Ceiba Tree” and the hip-shaking electro-pop of “Dancing on Sage 
Leaves.” A celebration of those who came before and paved the 
way, including Henry Gerber, Harry (Hay), James (Broughton 
and Baldwin), Bayard Rustin, and others, “Sage Leaves” doesn’t 
neglect the women either (“The lesbians/who pushed through 
their struggle/on their own two feet”).

There’s no problem finding something to like about Prob-
lematical animals (Scenic Route) by Joseph Mulhollen. The 
Baltimore-based singer / songwriter has a knack for writing and 
performing catchy tunes of a folk / pop nature. The titular animals 
are represented in the 16 songs on the disc, as well as “the hunt-
ed” and “the hunter” as in “Missing Contact.” Further highlights 
include the rock-edged “A Matter of Division,” the layered “I Was 
A Hammer Hitting Air,” the piano-driven “We Mark Our Homes,” 

The Gay Club the treasure of “Garbage,” and the strings of “Singing 
In a Well.” 

Stephen Nance, “a singer-songwriter specializing 
in awkwardly charming, vegan, straight-edge, queer, 
alternative, piano folk rock,” makes his delightful 
debut on a Troubled Piece of Fruit (Stephannance.
com). eminently cuddly on “Cuddlefish” (especially for 

a vegan), Nance also excels on the jagged waltz “Fall,” the lightly 
brassy “Made In Vermont,” the fragrant bloom of “Japanese Gar-
den” (with its nod to Regina Spektor), and the winning appeal of 
“Song For Losers.” 

With his third album Because i am always Talking (Terrorbird.
com), Careful (a.k.a. Eric Lindley) could teach home-schooled 
horror show Owl City a thing or two about being a one-person 
operation. More akin to the brilliance of Perfume Genius, Careful 
is as willing as ever to try new things. The audible evidence of 
that can be heard on the Auto-Tunes effects of “It’s Funny.” There 
are more wonders to behold in “Frog Went a’Courting,” “Quite,” 
“You Love Me,” and the title tune.

On the ambitious and rewarding, Nameless and awake 
(Reubenbutchart.com), eight poems by John William Carroll are 
set to music and performed by Reuben Butchart & The Millwork-
ers. Matt Zarley is back to set your body and emotions in mo-
tion with his disc change Begins With me (Mattzarley.com). Jon 
Arterton (of The Flirtations fame) and his husband James Mack 
celebrate same-sex love and life on legally married…and the 
sky didn’t fall! (Jonandjames.com). Canadian piano man Jeffery 
Straker returns to tickle the ivory in his own fashion on Under the 
Soles of my Shoes (Jeffstraker.com). lucid (Emote) is the latest 
from prolific singer/songwriter Gregory Douglass. t

TheaTre aT CCBC

The Resistible 
Rise of  

Arturo Ui
by Bertolt Brecht

OctOber 25, 26, 27 at 8 p.m.
OctOber 29 at 10 a.m.
OctOber 30 at 1 p.m.
CCBC Essex, B Building Theatre

7201 Rossville Blvd., Baltimore, MD
http://ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/actheatre.html
Call The Box Office At 443-840-ARTs(2787) For Tickets

DUNDALK COMMUNITY THEATRE

TiTanic
Story & Book by Peter Stone

Music & Lyrics by Maury Yeston
The sinking of the Titanic is considered 

to be one of the greatest human 
tragedies of the 20th century. This 
TONY AWARD winning epic comes 
alive at DCT with the emotionally 
charged musical retelling of that  

fatal maiden voyage.

OCT. 26, 27  •  NOV. 2, 3, aT 8pm
OCT. 28 & NOV. 4, 2012 aT 3pm

http://ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/dct.html
John E. Ravekes Theatre, K Building

CCBC Dundalk • 7200 Sollers Point Rd • Baltimore, MD

For TickeT inFormaTion call The Box oFFice: 443.840.arTS
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By MiCHel FArley
The first thing one sees upon entering D-
Center’s North Avenue exhibition space is 
a small Jeremy Kargon photograph of High-
field House, one of baltimore’s two gorgeous 
Mies van der Rohe buildings. The photo 
depicts the 1964 condo tower’s distinctive 
glass, brick, and concrete facade from an 
angle, instilling a kind of dynamism to the 
iconic grid. Nearly simultaneous to recogniz-
ing the image of Highfield House, one’s gaze 
is violently yanked to the perpendicular wall, 
on which a multitude of red-on-green square 
screenprints form a slightly warped and total-
ly dizzying grid. One cannot help but connect 
the two pieces, and although 
they are technically from 
separate exhibitions sharing 
the gallery, it is likely the cu-
rators’ intent that these two 
pieces dialogue as an intro-
duction to their respective 
shows. 

The photo is part of The 
Baltimore modernism Proj-
ect, a look at Baltimore’s ar-
chitectural history that spans 
midcentury vernacular to 
high modernism. The wall-
paper is part of John Bohl’s 
New Works, a solo show 
organized by the Institute of Contemporary 
Art Baltimore, a nomadic “museum” tempo-
rarily sharing D-Center’s gallery. The mid-
century architectural renderings, architecture 
library, and prints compliment Bohl’s prints 
and paintings nicely. At heart New Works is 
design-heavy, and focuses on many of the 
same issues modernists grappled with: sur-
face, color, honesty, and form.

Bohl’s prints and paintings range from 
grayscale abstractions reminiscent of digital 
renderings to a graphic rose comprised of 
hyper-saturated blocks of color. My personal 
favorite piece is a soft-focus magenta finger-
nail against a greyscale gradient. The image, 
like nearly all of the work, manages to feel 
extremely “2012” while also evoking several 
decades of commercial graphics, pop, and, 
of course, Patrick Nagel. These are the paint-
ings of a generation of art school graduates 
who have been equally educated in Coloraid 
and Adobe Illustrator. They look extremely 
trendy, but that’s probably the idea.

On The Baltimore modernism Project’s 
side of the gallery, Helmut Jacob’s rendering 
of Towson’s blue Cross / blue Shield offices 
looks very much at home in the world of John 
Bohl. The realist depiction of a small red cube 

and large mirrored one atop an above-grade 
plane of grass seems so futuristic and so dat-
ed at the same time – more like an illustratra-
tion for a sci-fi paperback than a building that 
exists a mere seven miles from the gallery. 

The renderings, pulled from the archives 
of the Baltimore Architecture Foundation, 
include show-stoppers like prints with Mies 
van der Rohe’s notes as well as some less-
notable institutional buildings around town. 
There are some screen-captures submit-
ted by local architects of unsung modern 
treasures around the city as seen in Google 
StreetView. This strategy for image-collecting 
is particularly effective here; every building is 

captured in the same style, 
from the same viewpoint. It 
is truly the closest thing to an 
objective documentation of 
architecture as one can get. 
The “photographer” doesn’t 
have many options of edito-
rializing a subject matter that 
nearly everyone has strong 
opinions on.

Jeremy Kargon’s photos 
of local modernist buildings 
aren’t as unbiased. In every 
photograph the artist’s opin-
ions are present (or perhaps 
just perceived). Some build-

ings are shot with admiration, others with what 
seems to be pity. I am not sure I can say I 
would have read that much into the mind of 
the photographer had the prints not been next 
to the totally “objective” street view images. 

My first reaction to these photos was a de-
sire for fewer images and larger prints of the 
truly great photos of truly great buildings. Then 
I caught myself. I was thinking like a modern-
ist, seeking exemplary images speaking with 
the authoritative voice of scale. Increasingly 
the reality of our culture (and cities) is one of 
many small images, some great, and others 
so-so. It’s timely that Baltimore discuss how 
modernism fits into that collage. To the older 
generation of post-modernists, buildings like 
the embattled Mechanic Center (a brutalist 
masterpiece) should be razed and replaced 
with something with a vinyl cornice and a 
ground-floor Panera. To my generation, mod-
ernism is a part of our heritage. I’m glad cu-
rators Fred Scharmen, Michael Stanton, and 
Jeremy Kargon initiated a discourse on a topic 
that doesn’t get much appreciation locally. t

d-center (16 W North avenue) hosts 
John Bohl’s New Works until October 23 and 
the Baltimore modernism Project until Octo-
ber 21st.

D-Center Explores 
Modernism’s Legacy
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By gregg SHApirO
If you can overlook writer / director Whit-
ney Sudler – Smith’s unnecessary and 
self – indulgent intrusiveness (let’s just 
say he’s no Michael Moore), his doc Ultra-
suede: in Search of Halston (Tribeca Film) 
is informative, enjoyable and respectful 
of its topic. Smith’s search includes mar-

velous period film footage and visits to 
various locales including Nashville and 
Manhattan. His interviews with such high 
profile subjects as (Halston muse) Liza 
Minnelli (of course!), right wing socialite 
and impresario Georgette Mosbacher, de-
signers Diane Von Furstenberg, Stephen 
Burrows, Phillip Bloch, Patricia Field and 
Ralph Rucci, photogs Christopher Makos 
and Patrick McMullan, models Pat Cleve-
land and Anjelica Huston (!) and musicians 
Nile Rogers and Billy Joel, provide the fab-
ric as well as the stitching to create the 
garment of the doc.

Sudler – Smith, driving a vintage Trans 
Am and wearing a variety of get – ups, as 
well as hairstyles and colors, points out 
the part played by great fashion in making 
the 1970s what they were. The legendary 
Halston (born Roy Halston Frowick) was 
one of the greatest fashion designers of 
the period and his legacy extended well 
beyond that time. With matinee idol looks 
(Rufus Wainwright could play Halston if 
there was ever a biopic made) and glam-
our and influence to spare, Halston lived 
large. He was the kid from the Midwest 
with whom celebrities wanted to hang out.

A celebrated representative of the ex-
cesses of the 1970s and ’80s, visionary 
Halston is credited with many fashion in-
novations. Ultrasuede, for instance, was 
a polyester fiber made in Japan that al-
lowed him to marry practicality with luxury. 

lively ArtS // SCREEN SAVOR

He developed ready to wear lines at both 
Bergdorf – Goodman and JC Penney and 
opened the first modern couture estab-
lishment in America. He is credited with 
invented minimalism in fashion and con-
structed dresses in ways that no one had 
thought of before. He was a pioneer for 
(and also a victim of) licensing, as well as 
a trendsetter in the field of fragrances.

Equally as legendary as his design 
sense was Halston’s love of the nightlife. 
A regular habitué of Studio 54, Halston 
could count himself among Andy Warhol’s 
entourage. The dinner parties he threw in 

stunning Manhattan home are also 
the stuff of legends. Halston was the 
king of New York when hedonism 
was chic. 

Unfortunately, Halston was also 
the king of bad decisions. High on 
that list was his relationship with art-
ist Victor Hugo. Considered to be key 
in Halston’s downfall, Hugo ranks 
with Liza as one of the more color-
ful personalities in the late designer’s 
life and in the doc. Even though he 
died of AIDS complications at 57, the 
Halston signature lives on and for 
anyone interested in learning more 
about the designer and his contribu-

tions to the culture will enjoy Ultrasuede. 
DVD bonus features include a deleted 
scene, an interview with Smith and more.

Rhys Thomas’ doc Freddie mercury: 
The Great Pretender (Eagle Vision) cap-
tures the essence of the late Queen front 
man and music legend Freddie Mercury. 
Jam packed with a vast array of footage, 
ranging from live performances to in – stu-
dio sessions to interviews from a multitude 
of sources (both past and present), it is an 
honorable portrait of a talented man who 
died too soon.

Mercury, a man with the motto “the big-
ger the better…in everything,” describes 
himself as “not a John Lennon or a Stevie 
Wonder,” meaning that he wrote about feel-
ings, and shied away from politics. Born 
Farrokh Balsara in Zanzibar in 1946, Mer-
cury had “an upheaval of an upbringing.” It 
was at art college that he realized that he 
wanted to make his living as musician. 

The Great Pretender uses Mercury’s 
time with Queen as a way to set the stage 
for the meat of the doc, which is mainly 
about his 1985 solo album and the 1988 fol-
low – up; a collaboration with opera singer 
Montserrat Caballé. The first solo record, 
released on CBS (Columbia) or “cock, bol-
locks and satisfaction,” as Mercury puts 
it, was a costly outing and failed to sell as 
many copies as anticipated. The album 
was a reflection of Mercury residing in New 
York at the time and traveling in gay circles. 

Mercurial 
Men

Mercury lived it up, adopting the clone look 
complete with mustache, short hair and 
tight jeans. He could be anonymously he-
donistic in NYC in ways he couldn’t be in 
London. Influences, good (such as disco) 
and bad (such as his subversive personal 
assistant and “partner in crime” Paul Prent-
er), came into play during this time.

The failure of the first solo disc aside, 
good things were happening for Mercury. 
Queen’s 1985 performance at Live Aid was 
a rousing success. Mercury celebrated his 
39th birthday with a bash in Munich. And 
Mercury also met his partner, Jim Hutton. 
This is the point where The Great Pretend-
er verges on greatness because it address-

es Mercury’s homosexuality in a respectful 
and non-judgmental way. 

But the celebration was to be short – 
lived. Mercury’s HIV diagnosis was, at that 
time, a death sentence. His public betrayal 
in the British tabloids also took its toll on 
him. In typical Mercury fashion, however, 
he rose to the occasion with an enormous 
creative burst at the end of his life, includ-
ing the Caballé recording and the reunion 
with Queen. An incredible force of nature 
and presence, Mercury was, in the end, a 
shy person who lived with the protection of 
his persona and overcame everything to 
become a rock god. DVD bonus features 
include extended interviews and more. t

Well, last column, the veil was closed too 
soon. But a friend gave me a bottle of 
16-year-old scotch, The Glenlivet for my  
birthday. With several old Air Supply al-
bums (don’t judge). The gay afterlife was 
once again opened. Wanna know who said 
what? Well here you go! 

Sam Kunz: Oscar, you there bro?
Oscar wilde: Bro? 
SK: Oh, a 2009 thing, not sure why I 

used it.
Ow: I know why – my intials are “Ow.” 

Never took that into consideration when I 
was writing, um literary gold. Remind me 
again who you are again and why I am 
talking to you?

SK: Sam Kunz, Baltimore Outloud, sir.
Ow: The hack gossip writer, oh yeah.
SK: O... K
Ow: Anyways what is this BS about 

chicken?
SK: Oh so this guy Dan Cathy, the 

CEO of Chick-Fil-A, gives millions to anti-
gay marriage initiatives. He is against gay 
marriage.

Ow: So a man, who runs a chicken... 
forgive me if I laugh. Here in England it’s 
fish and chips. So a chicken man says he 
is against it and all my fellow ’mo’s get 
their panties in a bunch?

SK: Yeah but it’s what it represents. 
Ow: I spent several years in gaol  just 

for loving a man. You bring this BS to me? 
Just don’t eat the chicken. Which by the 

way. To me, tastes like... err, um, well, 
Chicken.

SK: I know an older man loving a 
younger man.

Ow: No you dunce. Just loving a man. 
I was 35 and was a horny old goat who 
went after a 23 year old. That was enough 
in my day. 

SK: So who else is on tap?
Alexander: charge!! Yes darling, could 

you put this tapestry on my Greek Express, 
you know what they say. Don’t leave Crete 
without it!

SK: Wow! The Alexander?
A: You got it babe. Who else created 

the military uniform that bears and fetish 
queens alike would just love?

Fredrick the great: Oh lord here we 
go... I am the reason suit jackets have 
buttons on the sleeves. I did it so my of-
ficers would stop wiping their nose on their 
sleeves. Do I get credit? No. 

A: Freddy, babe. I conqured the known 
world and I was only 20. Zip it you ol’ 
queen

SK: Ok, next! Walking away from this 
one.

James Buchanan: Um. First gay pres-
ident here!

SK: Huh?
JB: Huh what? My lover was Rufus 

DeVane King. all of Washington knew it. 
Funny how it was more open in the 1800s 
to be gay than now.

SK: Wait. You are the president who 
coined the term “first lady.”

JB: Bingo! Didn’t have a wife. Need-
ed a hostess, my cousin filled in for “The 
President’s Beard”. Still makes me laugh.

SK: Pleasure to meet you Mr. Presi-
dent.

JB: The pleasure is all yours I am sure, 
I mean, really? Did you call that gossip?

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz

—continued on page 26
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Dear Mama.
After reading some of the other things 

people write to you about, my question 
may seem silly but here goes. I love my 
girlfriend but there is something about her 
that drives me crazy and not in a good way. 
She has a laugh that sounds like a cross 
between a horse and a hyena. This is em-
barrassing and when we are in public, her 
laugh can literally stop all conversation, 
it’s so loud and when she really gets go-
ing, she even snorts. It didn’t bother me 
much in the beginning of our relation-
ship but now it really bothers me. 
What should I do? 

Embar-
rassed

Dear Em-
barrassed,

Since you 
asking Mama 
what to do, 
Mama is 
gonna tell 
you. “Shut u p ” 
about your girlfriend’s laugh 
and thank your lucky stars that 
you have a girlfriend that enjoys her life 
so much that she can find things to laugh 
about. And that’s all Mama has to say to 
you cuz you is workin’ my nerves!

Dear Mama,
I think I’m falling in love with a really 

great guy. There’s only one little problem 
– we don’t both belong to the same politi-
cal party. I didn’t think that this would be a 
big issue in the beginning but now with the 
presidential election coming up, we can 
barely hold a civil conversation. Lately, all 
we do is fight! Last night, we had such a 
bad fight that we slept on opposite sides 
of the bed and didn’t even cuddle like we 
usually do. 

I don’t want to lose him but I can’t stand 
his candidate and what he stands for. And 
things are getting worse by the minute 
between us. We can’t even agree to dis-

agree! This election may cost me my man.
My Vote or My Man? 

Dear My Vote, 
Your Vote or Your Man, shouldn’t even be 
a question! A good man is important but so 
is what you believe in. Mama knows that 
it’s hard to find middle ground and com-
promise when you and the one you love 
disagree about something as important as 
your choice of a political party. After all, 
come Election Day it’s not as though you 
will be simply going to the polls and vot-
ing for whoever you think is the “cutest” 
candidate. Baby cakes, you will be voting 
for a complete “way of life.” By exercising 
your right to cast your single vote, you are 
making a declarative statement about who 
you are, what you believe and who you are 
entrusting your future to. 

I know this might sound a little preachy 
honey, especially since I used up most all 
of the big words I know in that last sen-
tence, but Mama is serious as a heart at-
tack about voting. Too many people don’t 
vote! So I’m proud of you for having beliefs 

that you’re willing to follow. 
But here’s what you 

need to think about as 
you try and fig-

ure out what 
you’re go-
ing to do 
about your 

man: How 
will the two of 
you balance 
your relation-

ship and your 
lives together when 

you are on opposite sides 
of so many things that are 

important to you? 
You do know that you have to 

leave the bedroom eventually and spend 
time in the world with each other’s friends, 
families, coworkers, many of whom will 
not agree with you politically. How will you 
work this out if the two of you can’t even 
talk politics now? And why is it that the two 
of you can’t talk about the places that you 
disagree? 

That’s not a good sign. And which one 
of your candidates is the one who will 
“stands up” for the rights of you and your 
man? Mama gonna really pray for you 
sweetie. 

And Mama is really gonna pray that ev-
eryone votes. Mama might not agree with 
your choice of a candidate but Mama does 
love you and your man for caring enough 
to vote. t

e-mail questions to askmama@baltimore-
outloud.com.

Her Laugh 
Makes Me Cry

Mama
Ask

Mama answers your questions

?
ASK MAMA

The biggest issues holding us back from 
being the strongest and best versions of 
ourselves is fear – Fear of failing, fear of 
commitment, fear of humili-
ation, fear of seeing how 
unhealthy or weak we actu-
ally are, fear of change, fear 
that we’ll be exposed! Fear 
is crippling and devious; it 
sneaks in and whispers in 
your ear, “Don’t try, you’ll 
just fail!” And other times it 
shouts at us, “You’re ugly, 
fat and everyone will laugh 
at you!” I’m going to give 
you a little secret about 
fear and what its true pur-
pose is. 

Everyone is afraid, from 
the fittest, most beautiful 
girl in the gym, the guy who looks like a 
male model, top-level athletes and world-
renowned trainers. We all have insecuri-
ties and fears, but it’s what we do with that 
fear that makes the difference. 

I can’t tell you how many men and 
women I’ve worked with 
who told me they sat in 
their car for 30 minutes, 
an hour or longer before 
coming into the gym. 
And there are countless 
others who never got 
out of their cars or even 
pulled into a parking 
space. For each per-
son who told me they 
sat in their car and de-
bated about coming in, 
I tell them that walking 
through the front door is 
really the hardest part. 
My job as a fitness pro-
fessional is to help peo-
ple and to teach them how to help them-
selves for the long haul. And whether you 
believe me or not, I know what it feels like 
to look in the mirror and not like the person 
looking back. 

How do we use fear to our advantage? 

We must harness it, grab it with all our 
strength and stare it in the face. We must 
confront what we are most afraid of, and 
from that we can find faith – faith in our-
selves in a healthy lifestyle and faith that 
we (fitness professionals) are here for you. 
It doesn’t just happen the moment we walk 
in the door. It takes time and practice just 
like changing your body. When we want to 
build muscle or burn fat it takes repetition 
and training. If we don’t repeat the same 
steps regularly and make progressive 
changes then we won’t see any progress.

I ask my clients for positive progress, 
not perfection. It’s unrealistic to ask some-
one to change everything in one day. And if 
you’ve tried that and failed, you know why, 

it’s just too much. I also ask 
that they be honest with me 
and patient with the pro-
cess, it took years to get 
where you are physically. It 
won’t be undone overnight. 

The other thing I ask 
my clients to do is to jour-
nal their food. Many people 
are apprehensive about 
this at first because now 
they have to be honest 
with themselves and when 
you write something down, 
just like looking in the mir-
ror, it stares right back at 
you. This can be a scary 

process for many people but we can’t fix 
what we don’t know. Personally, I put my 
food journal online and all my clients and 
friends can see it – the good, the bad and 
the ugly. I purposely expose my eating 
habits so I know I can’t hide from reality. 

The hardest thing 
in life is to change your 
life, but without change 
we will never know what 
we are truly capable of, 
what we can overcome, 
and who we really are at 
our core. The purpose 
of fear is to motivate 
change, not to hold us 
back. I believe in grab-
bing fear by the horns 
and wrestling it to the 
ground, that the strug-
gle defines us and that 
we must conquer our 
personal fears in order 
to become the stron-

gest, most confident and most beautiful 
versions of ourselves. t

Joshua Buchbinder (jbuchbinder@ life-
timefitness.com) is a personal trainer at Life 
Time Fitness (7220 lee deforest drive, co-
lumbia, Maryland – 410-953-0022).

Afraid to be  
Better

HeAltH & wellneSS

“I ask my 
clients for 
positive 

progress, not 
perfection. The 
purpose of fear 
is to motivate 
change, not to 
hold us back”

Life
Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit



24 t  BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

trAvel

Gaytravel.com 
When most vacationers travel to Europe, cities such as 
London, Paris, and Rome are on the top of the destination 
list. While these are classic European hotspots, there is a 
lot to be said for the hidden-gem cities that are more off 
the beaten path. The Danish capital of Copenhagen is not 
only a beautiful tourist destination – it is also warm and 
welcoming to the gay community. With quaint eateries, 
gorgeous architecture, and vibrant nightlife, Copenhagen 
should be on every gay traveler’s radar. 

Copenhagen is one of Europe’s friendliest cities to-
ward the LGBT community, with a liberal and open mind-
set regarding gay locals and tourists alike. Copenhagen 
is actually known for the positive attention it gives to its 
lesbians – some of the city’s hottest DJs and musicians 
are lesbian and strongly advocate for the community. 

The best part about Copenhagen’s gay community is 
that lesbians and gay men mix freely and openly. Come 
on ladies, we all know the gay boys really make the best 

Wonderful, Wonderful Copenhagen
dance partners in those gay bars! Because of this element 
of diversity, there is something for everyone in Denmark’s 
capital. There is truly no better place to expand your social 
network and indulge in all the Danish gay culture has to 
offer.

Because of its miles of beaches and clean water, Co-
penhagen is a great place to travel during the summer 
months. July and August are the warmest months in Den-
mark but the weather is pretty pleasant all year round. 
Even when the rains come in spring and fall, Copenha-
geners are out and about indulging in the natural beauty 
of their gorgeous city. 

Bellevue Beach is the city’s favorite gay beach, and 
gets even more of a crowd during summer because the 
north end of the beach is clothing-optional. Amager Beach 
is recently constructed and provides all day fun for ev-
ery sort of outdoors advocate. The beach features a long 
stretch of sand, a shallow lagoon, and a special beach 
lane for rowers and swimmers. The beaches Ishoj and Tis-

vildeleje are a bit more removed from the 
city but offer plenty of gay action among 
the picturesque dunes and pines. Just be-
cause Copenhagen isn’t tropical doesn’t 
mean it isn’t a great place to hit the sand 
and catch some rays. 

If you work up a bit of an appetite during 
your beachy Copenhagen excursions, you 
won’t be disappointed with all of the ador-
able eateries this town has to offer. There 
are more cafes and restaurants around the 
city these days, and while locals used to 
go out only on weekends or for special oc-
casions they have definitely gotten up to 
par with their socializing standards. Even 
on the wettest of evenings this cozy town 
boasts a vibrant social scene in bars and 
cafes all around the city. 

Kafe Knud is a local favorite drop-in 
cafe for all people affected with 
HIV. Oscar Bar Cafe is a hip 
and modern eatery with an invit-
ing atmosphere and incredible 
vibe for all. Once nighttime rolls 
around, check out Can Can, the 
gay bar in the city center. 

Centralhjornet is Copenha-
gen’s oldest gay bar, and Jail-
house is a prison-themed bar 
with staff notorious for their sexy 
and stylish uniforms. If this sort 
of dress up vibe is up your alley, 
look no further than Men’s Bar, 
which is the city’s only leather 
bar. 

Lesbians can especially get their girly 
fix at Copenhagen’s Masken Bar. No mat-
ter what your taste or style, Copenhagen 
has plenty to offer you, sure to keep you 
busy throughout your stay! 

It may come as a surprise, but the world 
has only just begun to notice Copenhagen 

as a center of design, architecture, and fashion. The cob-
blestone squares and copper spires of this city are only 
the start of the vibrant culture it has to offer its residents 
and tourists. As if that wasn’t enough, Copenhagen has 
been home to a booming culinary revolution the past few 
years, which continues to drive its economy. All of these 
elements come to a head at the Copenhagen Gay Pride 
celebration. 

London and Paris may be some of Europe’s most pop-
ular travel destinations, but diverge from the mainstream 

and you can discover the quaint and cultural gems of Co-
penhagen. This capital city is safe and clean and incred-
ibly easy for tourists to get to know. Locals speak great 
English and are more than willing to lend offer a lending 
hand. The transportation system in Copenhagen will blow 
you away. Copenhagen, known as one of the world’s most 
livable cities, is definitely of the most visit-able too. t
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AN HEIRLOOM
IN THE MAKING

A fair trade wedding gift registry celebrates hope, respect 
and love—a meaningful way to start your new life together.

Phoenician 
Glass Carafe, $68
HANDCRAFTED IN 
WEST BANK

TEN THOUSAND

VILLAGES®

GIFTS THAT GIVE TWICE*
A Fair Trade Retailer.

1621 Thames Street, Fells Point
(410) 342-5568 • Open 7 Days a Week

www.tenthousandvillages.com

Contact us to arrange a personalized 
consultation for your Gift Registry 
selection. Online registry also available.
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reAl eStAte

try to stick with a local lender or mortgage 
broker referred by family, a friend or your lo-
cal gay realtor, and don’t let any lender run 
your credit until you decide who to use… 
every time your credit is checked your FICO 
score goes down. 

Buying a home is an exciting time in 
one’s life and there is no better time than 
now. Great interest rates, lower home prices, 
a fixed payment (no more rental increases) 
and mortgage deduction on your taxes all 
point to this being an amazing investment at 
the perfect time. t

Jeff Hammerberg is ceO of GayReal-
estate.com offering free buyers representa-
tion, free sellers competitive market analy-
sis and free relocation kits to any US city.

How to Calculate Your 
Mortgage Payments

By JeFF HAMMerBerg 
Many first time buyers make the mistake of 
thinking that it is only the price of the home 
that is paid every month when they take out a 
mortgage. Figuring out the monthly payment 
on a mortgage is a bit more complicated than 
that.

For instance let’s say that you have just 
bought an $180,000 home. The first thing 
you need to do is subtract your down pay-
ment. Many people try to put as little down 
as possible. If your down payment on your 
home is less than twenty percent, then you 
will also pay for private mortgage insurance 
which is typically 20% of the entire cost of 
the house and tacked on to the usual mort-
gage insurance. This means that if you put 
five percent down on an $180,000 home. 
On top of the PITI (principle, interest, taxes 
and insurance) you will also be paying about 
$114.00 in mortgage insurance as part of 
your mortgage payment every month.

If you put down five percent, it means 
that your mortgage will be $171,000. Now 
we’ll assume you’re planning on a 30 year 
mortgage and based upon an interest rate of 
about 4.0% in today’s market, your PI (prin-
ciple and interest) will be $816.38.

You can also count on paying your taxes 
& insurance as part of your total monthly 
payment – figure about 2%, although this 
amount can be even more depending on 
where you live in the country.

So if you take out a 30-year mortgage at 
4% you would be making a base payment of 
$816.38 to the bank, plus $114.00 in private 
mortgage insurance, plus an additional $300 
to cover taxes and insurance. This makes 
your total monthly obligation $1230.38.

You can sit down with any of the top gay 
real estate agents at GayRealEstate.com 
and figure this out or, you can use one of the 
many mortgage calculators online to figure 
out your exact numbers. If you are using an 
online calculator make sure it includes a field 
for the home price, the down payment, the 
loan amount, the interest rate, the cost of pri-
vate mortgage insurance and the cost taxes 
and insurance. 

Interest rates vary widely, this very mo-
ment you may be able to get something 
closer to 3.25%. Be sure you speak with your 
personal bank and get quotes from several 
different lenders so that you can make ac-
curate comparisons.

Be aware too that many mortgage lend-
ers that quote you an interest rate online, 
may quote you a lower rate to lure you into 
going through their process of application – 

SK: Everyone’s a critic eh?
JB: So says you.
SK: Ok who else Oscar? Someone who 

is gay and uplifting?
liz taylor: Um, I know I am not gay but 

I have been a fag hag to more queens than 
Lloyds of London!

SK: Of course! Liz! How are you dar-
ling?

lt: Well, fab. I am so glad to see that 
bitch spend the next 200 years in the wire 
hanger whipping chamber. Funny thing 
though, that was created for her.  Did you 
know you have to be bad to have the devil 
make something for you alone. 

BD: Oh I know!
SK: Well now we are going by initials?
Bette Davis: Let me tell you this and 

this is the gods honest truth, I knew that 
bitch, I mean Joan Crawford, Miss Pepsi-
herself was on the set of Whatever Hap-
pened to Baby Jane? I ordered a Coca 
Cola Machine to be placed next to hers.
Color me evil but goddamn it. Anyways 
love your column Sam! Remember...

SK: So a 35-year-old leach... almost a 
pedophile going after a 23-year-old is ok?

BD: Oh yeah in our days, that was 
nothing. 

SK: Then we leave it at that for now 
Ms. Davis. Hope I neve come between you 
and Joan in heaven, LOL. 

To my readers, this concludes my se-
ries into the unknown. Look for a good in-
terview next week. Wanna see someone? 
E-mail me!  SamUnfiltered@yahoo.com. t 

SAM UnFiltereD
– continued from page 22 
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Ednor GardEns
922 E. 37th St. - Attractive 
and totally updated Tudor 
type townhouse with 
covered front porch, newer 
kitchen, remodeled club 
room, garage AND central 
air. Great buy and ready for 
you! Reduced to $159,900!

oriGinal 
northwood
4212 Westview Road - Sits 
off the road, this comfy 
and sweet townhouse has 
privacy and lovely English 
garden, updated kitchen, 
and terraced rear yard and 
garage. Only $149,000!

EssEx - 13 Marie Avenue 
Individual house at a 
townhouse price! Totally 
redone and doubled in size, 
this 5 bedroom 2 bath house 
is like new! Fenced yard, 
sheds, deck, 2nd flr living 
room and even a water view! 
$225,000.

Parkton  16904 Prettyboy Dam Road - 10 minutes to Hunt Valley, this property has been 
beautifully transformed! Unique space with large family room with 11 ft., original beamed ceilings, 
four fireplaces, beautiful formal living room and dining room, two remodeled baths,  private patio 
and incredibly landscaped 1.18 acre lot that’s totally fenced! Enjoy the quietness and privacy of 
country living but the convenience of being close to I-83! A must see!! REDUCED to $525,000!

Brian.Hannon@penfedrealty.com

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210
Office: 410 464 5500
Cell: 410 925 9330

Ednor GardEns 
3617 Rexmere Rd. -
Stone sun porch 
townhouse located on 
beautiful tree lined street! 
Built like a fortress with 
large rooms, inlaid floors, 
rear deck and first floor 
powder! $154,000!

ParkvillE
1439 Putty Hill Ave. 
- Large brick townhouse 
WITH updated kitchen, 
replacement windows, 
two car off street parking, 
central air and club room 
close to Towson Market 
Place. $199,900

doncastEr 
villaGE/
ParkvillE 
6 Bristow Ct. - Great 
value for this cute 
townhouse with newer 
roof, replacement 
windows, hardwood 
floors and much 
more!

PEnFEd rEalty

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Of�cer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com

888 Bestgate Road, Suite 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Licensed in MD, DC, VA, DE and WV

As you build your life together, you’ll 
need to make many decisions along 
the way, some more important than 
others. When it comes to making one 
of the biggest decisions, buying your 
�rst home, Embrace Home Loans will 
be there for you.

It’s love that makes a house a home, 
and it’s Embrace that makes that 
home a reality.

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us help 
you embrace your next move. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

NMLS# 2184
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Like all the rest of Baltimore, I couldn’t 
help feeling a little sad on Friday, October 
12 when the Baltimore Orioles lost to the 
New York Yankees in our first playoff ap-
pearance since 1997. It didn’t take long, 
however, to be happy again as Baltimore’s 
Leather Community turned out in force on 
Saturday, October 13 at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge to support Mr. Triple L /  Leon’s 
Leatherman 2012 Shane Brown as he pre-
sented a benefit show to raise money for 
Moveable Feast. It is no secret that Shane 
is a dear friend of mine. In fact we only 
recently returned with a group of friends 
from a vacation to Italy. (Hey, I support any 
country that is shaped like a boot!) There 
was no requirement that Mr. Triple L host 

a benefit at the bar. It is always great to 
see a leather titleholder go the extra mile. 
It was quite the party! Emceed by Balti-
more’s own Queen of Comedy Shawnna 
Alexander and Baltimore’s King of Pride 
2012 Marshall Roberts the event 
was an evening of pure enter-
tainment. Shawnna was in rare 
form with her hilarious perfor-
mance of “Hit Me with Your Cum 
Shot” and her classic take on 
“Just a Spoon Full of Sugar.” 
Even with the small stage area at 
the Triple L, Marshall performed 
two amazing acrobatic dances. 
Miss Leon’s 2012 Saable Jordan 
performed as Reba McEntire and 
there were also wonderful num-
bers from Ada Buffet and Miss. 
Trailer Trash Heather – Marie 
Thomas. Plus I had a ball doing 
my little stand – up comedy rou-
tine. COMMAND, M.C. and the 
ShipMates were there in force. It 
should be noted that some in the 
audience had planned to attend 
the Mr. PW’s Leather Contest in 
Laurel which was scheduled for 
the same night; however there 
was no contest at PW’s do to the lack of 
contestants. (Sounds like someone didn’t 
work on contestant recruitment.) Oh well, 
Baltimore’s Leather Community didn’t 

have to drive to Laurel, the Triple L was 
the place to be. In addition to the show, 
COMMAND sold killer Jell-O shots, there 
was a raffle for a beautiful Leather Pride 
quilt made by Shane’s mother, and to end 

the evening there was 
an auction for the thrill 
of licking whipped cream 
off of some area leather-
men. What a fun eve-
ning! Thank you Shane. 
You really know how to 
put on a show! 

The ShipMates will 
be putting on a show of 
their own on Saturday, 
October 27 as they host 
the annual Halloween 
party at the Baltimore 
Eagle. There will be a 
costume contest, beer 
bust, and more. So get 
that costume together or 
just get out your favor-
ite gear and leather and 
join the ShipMates at 
the Baltimore Eagle on 
October 27. There were 
at least six Mr. Mary-

land Leather titleholders in the audience 
for Shane’s show and it will soon be time 
to selected Mr. Maryland Leather 2013. 
COMMAND will be hosting their annual 

Shane Puts 
on a Show!

leather weekend on November 2 to 4. The 
Meet and Greet party with be held at 10pm 
on Friday, November 2 at the Triple L and 
the Mr. Maryland Leather 2013 Contest is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 3 at the Club Hippo. A full weekend of 
events is planned visit www.commandmc.
org for all the details. 

 I was happy to see that Shane had se-
lected Moveable Feast as his charity. The 
ShipMates will also be raising funds for 
this wonderful organization at their annual 
Daddy Christmas Benefit. You will want to 
kick off your holiday season at the Balti-
more Eagle on December 1 as the Ship-
Mates present Daddy Christmas 2012. 
There will be pictures with Santa, a porn 
flea market, a raffle for a wagon of cheer, 
and many other holiday treats. 

 The Christmas holiday season would 
not be complete without the biggest show 
of them all – the annual “12 Days of Christ-
mas” extravaganza. Hooker and boys pro-
ductions will be at it again as they present 
the 14th annual “12 Days of Christmas” at 
the Club Hippo at 2pm on Saturday, De-
cember 8. This year’s show will benefit 
Aids Action Baltimore, The House of Mercy 
of North Carolina, Spotlighters Theatre, 
and Fells Point Creative Alliance. Come 
out and enjoy yourself. Those leather folks 
in Baltimore really know how to put on a 
show!  t

Arron and wish, Mr. & Ms. San Diego leather 2012
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 227 W. Chase St.  4
10-539-4850 

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Coming Soon! The Locker room
Dinner and Late nite Treat’s • Ladies night with DJ. B • Drink Specials for the Ladies
 

Sunday,  Oct .  28 • Halloween Costume Party • Prizes & Drink Specials
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VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010  •  Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Leon’s 
 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Happy Hour 2 for 1 Call & Domestic Beer 4-10 PM 7 Days a week!
VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010  •  Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Leon’s 
 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Happy Hour 2 for 1 Call & Domestic Beer 4-10 PM 7 Days a week!

Shane does his thing 
credit: Steve Charing
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| OCTOBER 13, 2012 |  
PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING

TASTE OF CREAM  
BENEFIT FOR MOVEABLE FEAST /  
TRIPLE LLL LEON’S LEATHER LOUNGE



30 t  BAltiMOre OUtlOUD  OCTOber 19, 2012  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm

Now - November  11
Bus Stop
The show that launched Spotlighters in 1962! The 
first play presented by Audrey Herman and the 
Spotlighters, opened on Oct 12, 1962; we revisit 
William Inge’s masterpiece. In the middle of a 
howling snowstorm, a bus out of Kansas City 
pulls up at an cheerful roadside diner. All roads 
are blocked, and the weary travelers are going to 
have to hole up until morning. Cherie, a nightclub 
chanteuse in a sparkling gown and a seedy fur-
trimmed jacket, is the passenger with most to 
worry about. She’s been pursued, made love to and 
finally kidnapped by a twenty-one-year-old cowboy 
with a ranch of his own and the romantic methods 
of an unusually headstrong bull. Talk Back with 
Cast, Director & Playwrights - Sunday, October 28  
immediately following performance. Order your 
tickets online - www.spotlighters.org

October 20 & Nov 3
Drop Three  
Saturday Late Night … Audrey Herman and the 
Spotlighters! Nothing goes together better than kids 
begging for candy and politicians begging for votes, 
so Drop Three is combining both into one awesome 
show ... twice.  Plus, like a treat to go with our trick? 
We will have special guest performances for BOTH 
shows. All for the low, low price of $10. There will 
be candy … and pork. Doors open at 10:30 p.m. 
Show begins at 11:00 p.m.

October 20
Annual Harbor Harvest
The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore Hosts 
The 5th Annual Harbor Harvest. Celebrate a true 
outdoor fall harvest experience with all of the 
traditional elements of a fall day in the country, but 
in the City! The park will kick-off fall with various 
activities including the IKEA urban pumpkin 
patch, petting zoo, hay maze, face painting, 
pumpkin decorating, pony rides, live music by 
Recess Monkey, food trucks, beer and wine garden, 
and with FREE activities for kids of all ages from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West Shore Park, located in 
the Inner Harbor. (Between the Baltimore Visitor 
Center and Maryland Science Center)

October 21
PFLAG 
Westminster-Carroll County General Meeting. 
In partnership with the Carroll County chapter of 
GLSEN — Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network — The meeting will focus on family 
relationships. The presentation will define family, 
talk about coming out and family, and toxic 
relationships in the family. Light refreshments 
will be served. St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
Corner of Bond & Green Streets, Westminster at 
5:00 p.m. for more information contact June Horner, 
410-795-2418, e-mail: junehorner@gmail.com

October 27 –28
Hallowmarine 
Returns to National Aquarium for a Weekend of 
Frightening Fun! The public is invited to join National 
Aquarium for its annual Hallowmarine celebration. 
Enjoy crafts, creepy-crawly animal encounters, a 
“scare”venger hunt, costume parade, and more! 
Help judge a pumpkin-carving contest and learn 
more about ways to greenyour Halloween! Costumes 
are encouraged!  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. National 
Aquarium, Baltimore 501 E. Pratt Street Baltimore 
TICKETS: Free with the price of admission. For 
ticket information, visit www.aqua.org.

November 2
Melissa Etheridge 
& Heather Mizeur 
Special Evening with Melissa Etheridge and Heather 
Mizeur — Strathmore. Grammy and Oscar-award-
winning rock star Melissa Etheridge will join some 
of Maryland’s top political activists to chat politics, 
play guitar, sing a few tunes, and honor her friend, 
Delegate Heather Mizeur. At The Music Center at 
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane North Bethesda.
Tickets must be purchased in advance; space is 
limited and event will sell out. 6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m. 
Questions Please email info@heathermizeur.com   

November 9
Testing for Turkeys
Sponsored by Older Women Embracing Life, 
Inc. Do You Know Your HIV Status? Why Not 
Get Tested and Receive a Free Turkey? 10:00 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Nebo Christian Ministries  240 
North Franklintown Road Baltimore, Maryland 
21223 Contact– Dorcas Baker, RN at 443-287-
4779, or dbaker4@jhmi.edu Robbin Alexander 
at 410.601.4168 , or owel_47@yahoo.com Free 
HIV Testing Provided in Collaboration with Nebo 
Christian Ministries and Project SHALEM.

November 10
Let Us Eat Cake!
GLCCB’s 35th Anniversary Party! This stylish gala 
will feature an open bar, hors d’oeuvres, surprise 
guests, and music by JR Embrey. Party-goers will 
enjoy the fabulous decor as well as a ceremonial 
cutting of the cake, generously donated by Charm 
City Cakes. This event is sponsored by Chase Brexton 
Health Services, Club Hippo, Charm City Cakes, and 
the GLCCB. 7 PM - 11 PM Club Hippo 1 West Eager 
Street TICKETS: $60 per person from: www.glccb.org

Community Bulletin Board

Send your information for 
upcoming events to 

calander@baltimoreoutloud.com

MEDIA SPONSOR
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 BOOKS & giFtS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeling

 MASSAge

 pHOtOgrApHy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

 SUppOrt

Proudly Serving the LGBT 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for Individual 
Women and Men, Couple’s, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410.532.2GROW 

(2476)
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

 pet CAre

 FinAnCiAl AttOrney 
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It’s not a black thing.
It’s not a white thing.
It’s not a gay thing.

It’s not a straight thing.

Testing for HIV is 
everyone’s thing.    

• FDA approved

• Results in 20 minutes

• Same test used by 
Healthcare Professionals

• Oral swab, no blood required

• 24/7 call center support

Knowing is the best thing.™
Available at your local retailer or OraQuick.com

Introducing the first 
in-home oral HIV test

© 2012 OraSure Technologies, Inc.
OQ-C008 0712

• A positive result with this test does not mean that you are defi nitely infected with HIV, but rather that additional testing should be done in a medical setting. • A negative result with this 
test does not mean that you are defi nitely not infected with HIV, particularly when exposure may have been within the previous 3 months. • If your test is negative and you engage in 

activities that put you at risk for HIV on a regular basis, you should test regularly. • This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV.
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