
age in the county is seven years younger 
than the rest of the state.

With the arrival of younger, more educat-
ed residents, a less conservative tilt exists, 
but the political landscape has not shifted to 
the point where it is like Montgomery County 
or Baltimore City. Brian Walker, the presi-
dent of TFC board said while there has been 
progress inside Frederick especially due to 
the increasing number of affirming churches, 
“the attitude towards LGBT folks outside of 
Frederick has been spotty.” 

Nonetheless, a pro-LGBTQ mindset is on 
the rise. Although in 2012 Romney defeated 
Obama by a 50% to 47% margin in Frederick 
County, voters affirmed Question 6 on same-
sex marriage by 2,400 votes or 51% to 49%.

With positive support in Frederick in-
creasing, it is no small wonder that the Fred-
erick Center emerged; yet it did so because 
its founder realized something was missing. 
“I felt there was a need for an LGBTQ center 

erick was elected to the state Senate in 1998 
using, in part, a message warning voters of 
the “homosexual agenda.” He once said, 
“Homosexual activists have managed to gain 
legal recognition as a minority, based solely 
on their lifestyle choices, through so-called 
‘hate crimes’ and domestic partnership laws.”

Employing divisive rhetoric like that, 
Mooney was elected two more times, reaf-
firming Frederick’s conservative leanings, 
but with decreasing margins each time. Yet, 
with the help of changing demographics and 
a solid push by Equality Maryland, Mooney 
was finally unseated in 2010 by pro-LGBT 
former Frederick Mayor Ron Young. 

Frederick County, an exurb of Washing-
ton D.C. and Baltimore – a distance roughly 
equidistant to both – has seen a growth in 
population of around 25 percent since 2000. 
Much of this increase is attributed to an in-
flux of young married white-collar workers 
and professionals or singles moving into new 
housing developments. Indeed, the median 
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first openly LGBT candidate elected to the 
state’s General Assembly in 2002, and 
among his body of work for the LGBT com-
munity, he has been lauded for changing 
the hearts and minds of his colleagues in 
Annapolis on the issue of marriage equal-
ity. 

According to the organization’s execu-
tive director Carrie Evans, nearly 500 at-
tended the brunch, which featured a pleth-
ora of state officials including most of the 
legislature’s gay and lesbian caucus. In ad-
dition, there were political candidates; past 
and present members of the Equality Mary-

By Steve Charing
Looking back on the journey to achieve full 
equality in Maryland and its aspirations to 
continue the fight for social justice, Equal-
ity Maryland celebrated 25 years with a 
gala brunch at the venerable Lord Balti-
more Hotel on October 27. Prior to the pro-
ceedings the crowd was treated to a wide 
variety of local artists including the New 
Wave Singers and SONiA, and was afford-
ed an opportunity to bid in a silent auction. 

The headliner of the gala was state 
senator Rich Madaleno (D-Montgomery 
County) whom Equality Maryland hon-
ored on this occasion. Madaleno was the 

By Steve Charing
On a recent cool Saturday morning, there 
was a flurry of activity at the public library 
on East Patrick Street in the heart of the his-
toric district in Frederick, Maryland. Several 
people were lugging pamphlets, name tags, 
business cards, beverages, and pastries into 
the library’s community room while others 
were setting up tables and chairs and pre-
paring a Power Point presentation. 

Outside the building, one can peer 
through the famous spires of Frederick and 
see the autumn colors on Maryland’s moun-
tains in the distant west. The foliage may as 
well have been rainbow colors as the folks 
performing these tasks inside were getting 
ready for the 2nd annual general meeting of 
the LGBTQ Frederick Center or simply the 
Frederick Center (TFC).

Fifteen years ago, the idea of a gay 
center here would have been considered 
unimaginable. Alex X. Mooney, a virulently 
anti-gay conservative Republican from Fred-

—continued on page 3

—continued on page 8

 Co-emcee alan May 
introducing Senator Ben Cardin 

credit:Steve Charing

At the Center of LGBTQ Frederick

Equality Maryland 
Celebrates 25 Years

austin Beach addressing the crowd at this 
past year’s Frederick Pride  credit: Steve Charing
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‘We must be diligent in protecting all people’

Mayor Stephanie rawlings-Blake 
presiding over mass same-sex weddings 
credit:Steve Charing

have the support of their government and 
political leaders, who took an oath to de-
fend the rights and freedoms of every citi-
zen. I take that oath seriously and I’m very 
humbled to know the community is appre-
ciative of those efforts. I look forward to 
working in partnership to accomplish much 
more. 

SC: you have been one of the most 
popular elected officials among the 
LgBt community – from your recogni-
tion of and your participation in Pride 

celebrations to 
your unwaver-
ing support of 
marriage equal-
ity. was there 
any one person 
or event that 
led to your in-
volvement in our 
community?

MSrB: The 
concept of civil 
rights for all was 
instilled in me 
from a very young 
age. It is an in-
nate part of me 
and has made me 
the person who I 
am today. It was 
and still is, a part 
of my family’s be-
lief system. If any 
person’s rights 
are being denied 
based on race, 

creed, ethnicity, gender identification and 
expression, sexual orientation, age, dis-
abilities, religious beliefs, or national ori-
gins, then it affects all of us. 

Marriage equality ensures that our 
LGBT brothers and sisters can express 
their love in the same way as everyone 
else. I applaud Maryland residents for vot-
ing for marriage equality. Hopefully, we can 
inspire other states across our great nation 
to do the same.

SC: how fulfilling was it to you to 
have officiated one of the first, if not the 
first, same-sex marriage ceremony at 
City hall on new year’s eve?

MSrB: Words cannot express my feel-
ings. I was beyond elated to officiate the 
City’s first official same-sex marriages at 
midnight on New Year’s Day in City Hall. It 
was beautiful, amazing, loving, and gave 
me a sense of pride knowing that same-
sex couples, including one of my staff 
members and his significant other, were 
able to be married legally. It was an histor-

By Steve Charing
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake has been 
a longtime ally to Baltimore’s LGBT com-
munity. From her proclamations in support 
of LGBT pride to her staunch backing of 
marriage equality, the Mayor has consis-
tently been there for us. She recently won 
an ICON award at Baltimore Black Pride’s 
11th annual gala in recognition of her con-
tributions to the LGBT community. 

Arranged by Gay life, the Mayor has 
graciously set aside time from her busy 

schedule to speak on a wide range of is-
sues. They include: performing the first 
same-sex wedding ceremony in Balti-
more, homelessness among LGBT youth, 
non-discrimination based on gender iden-
tity and expression, her thoughts on the 
upcoming Transgender Day of Remem-
brance, bullying in schools, what the city is 
doing to help curb the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
and a personal message to our community.

Steve Charing: Madam Mayor, last 
month you received special recogni-
tion from Baltimore Black Pride as part 
of the organization’s 11th annual icon 
awards gala. how do you feel about that 
honor?

Mayor Stephanie rawlings-Blake: As 
an avid supporter of the LGBT community 
and a champion for equal rights for all, I 
am extremely humbled to have received 
the Icon award. It gives me great pleasure 
to be the first elected official to attend Bal-
timore Black Gay Pride. It’s important for 
the LGBT community to know that they 

ic moment in my 
career that I will 
always cherish.

SC: even 
with the suc-
cess of achiev-
ing marriage 
equality, there is clearly more work to 
be done. One such problem is the is-
sue of homelessness among LgBt 
youth. there is strong evidence that 
LgBt youth comprise a disproportion-
ate number of all homeless youth with 
many of these being rejected by fam-
ily members because of who they are. 
what steps can the city take to address 
this issue?

MSrB: It breaks my heart, in general, 
to know about the many challenges that 
our homeless residents face. It is even 
more heart breaking when it involves our 
LGBT youth. They face extra challenges, 
such as being rejected by their own fami-
lies like you mentioned. My administration 
is aware of the many barriers that they face 
and we are working to create a safe place 
where youth can receive services, as there 
are several non-profit agencies willing to 
collaborate with the City to help address 
the concerns of our LGBT homeless youth. 
I look forward to these collaborations to 
meet this urgent and critical need here in 
Baltimore. 

My administration is focused on end-
ing homeless in Baltimore all together. I 
am excited to have Adrienne Breidenstine 
join my team recently as the director of The 
Journey Home, Baltimore’s ten-year plan 
to end homelessness. It is my desire that 
everyone have a roof over his or her head 
each and every night.

SC: in addition to potential rejection 
by family members, a good number of 
LgBt youth experience harassment and 
bullying. Baltimore City Public Schools 
has a mechanism in place to curtail bul-
lying. are there any other measures that 
can be implemented to alleviate this 
problem?

MSrB: I believe that knowledge is 
power. I think that much can be gained by 
taking the time to educate people that are 
not accepting of the culture because they 
are merely unfamiliar with it. Having been 
a public defender for ten years, I know 
that we must be very diligent in protecting 
all people, especially our youth who suf-
fer discrimination and abuse because of 
their sexual identity. We must continue to 
change people’s attitudes. My administra-
tion will continue to work to ensure respect 

An Interview with 
Mayor Stephanie 

Rawlings-Blake

—continued on page 4
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for its efforts during the Question 6 battle. 
She thanked the organization for not pulling 
out funds during the campaign and instead 
it increased its efforts. “Without HRC, we 
would not have won.” 

She said that Equality Maryland is de-
termined to have a transgender non-dis-
crimination law passed, integrating African-
Americans into the movement, equality in 
immigration, and helping lesbian and bi-
sexual women achieve pay parity with men.

A video was presented containing testi-
monials to the guest of honor, Rich Madale-
no. Elected officials including Senate Presi-
dent Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, Lieutenant 
Governor Anthony Brown, members of the 
LGBT caucus as well as current and former 
Equality Maryland leaders and volunteers 
all took light-hearted jabs at Madaleno. 

After thanking his colleagues, officials, 
the folks at Equality Maryland and other 
organizations, such as HRC, Madaleno 
declared, “The work is not done. We have 
a lot to achieve.” He cited a gender identity 
non-discrimination law as the first priority. 
“Personally, it is appalling to me that we 
have to fight about the same ignorant com-
ments about transgender individuals as we 
had to face as gays.”

His other priorities consist of fighting 
HIV/AIDS and homelessness of LGBT 
youth, which he stated as intolerable. 
Echoing a theme that Delegate McIntosh 
articulated in the video, Madaleno said, 
“We have to stay focused and stick to-
gether.”

About receiving this honor, Sen. Ma-
daleno told baltimore outloud, “I am so 
deeply appreciative of this. It is remark-
able, and I’m almost speechless.”

Towards the end of the proceedings 
there was a challenge from Marty Rouse, 
national field director for HRC that his or-
ganization will match up to $25,000 in do-
nations to Equality Maryland to help pass 
a statewide gender identity non-discrimi-
nation law. t

land board of directors, staffers, interns 
and volunteers; attorneys and plaintiffs in 
the marriage equality court case; and sup-
porters from throughout the state. 

The event, which was emceed by tele-
vision journalists Derek Valcourt and Adam 
May, received congratulatory proclama-
tions from Governor O’Malley and Balti-
more Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake. 
U.S. Senator Ben Cardin made brief re-
marks on Maryland’s successes in attain-
ing equality. Also, a message from Sen. 
Barbara Mikulski congratulating Equality 
Maryland was read to the audience. 

To underscore the importance of woo-
ing LGBT voters, gubernatorial candidates 
Heather Mizeur (D-Montgomery County) 
and Attorney General Douglas Gansler as 
well as his running mate Del. Joline Ivey 
(D- Prince George’s County) were on hand. 
Lieutenant Governor Anthony Brown, an-
other candidate for governor, appeared 
later on a video honoring Sen. Madaleno.

Marriage equality was clearly the cen-
terpiece of the festivities as speaker after 
speaker heralded its monumental achieve-
ment in 2012. Sen. Cardin touted past 
victories. “We have seen a sea change in 
elimination of discrimination over the last 
25 years,” he said but noted there is more 
to accomplish. “We will not be satisfied un-
til we pass the Employment Non-discrimi-
nation Act. We have work to do.” 

Using a “House of Cards” theme 
throughout her remarks, Evans thanked 
the many folks who worked and volun-
teered for Equality Maryland over the 
years and the elected officials who helped 
reach its goals. “The 25-year journey was 
climaxed with the achievement of marriage 
equality,” she said.

Evans made a special point to express 
gratitude to the Human Rights Campaign 
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and dignity for all.
SC: In 2002 Baltimore City was the first 

of four jurisdictions in the state to enact 
protections based on gender identity and 
expression. it appears that the experience 
in Baltimore and the three counties has not 
been problematic for the public. how can 
we use this experience to achieve a state-
wide law?

MSrB: Hopefully, other counties in Mary-
land can look at Baltimore City and the coun-
ties that followed our 
lead as prime exam-
ples of the importance 
to protect all of our 
residents. Too many 
people have been de-
nied the right of being 
treated with fairness 
and dignity because 
of gender identity and expression. I have faith 
that once people recognize the many posi-
tive contributions of the community, local and 
state laws will reflect a positive change toward 
equality.

SC: the 15th annual transgender Day 
of remembrance is coming up on novem-
ber 20. as you know, it began as a memo-
rial to trans woman rita hester who was 
murdered in 1998 and now it serves to me-
morialize those who have died at the hands 
of anti-transgender hatred and violence. 
Please share your thoughts on this occa-
sion.

MSrB: Transgender Day of Remem-
brance is extremely important. It gives 
transgender individuals and LGBT commu-
nity advocates an opportunity to raise public 
awareness about this special group of peo-
ple, bring attention to crimes against them 
and honor the memories of those whose lives 
ended due to issues relating to their sexual 

‘we MUSt Be DiLigent in 
PrOteCting aLL PeOPLe’

– continued from page 2

identity or expression. Transgender people 
deserve love and respect. Therefore, each 
year on November 20th, I take time to think 
about and honor the victims of violence root-
ed in hate. 

SC: recognizing there has been prog-
ress in combating hiv, the epidemic con-
tinues. given the climate of tight budgets, 
what more can the city do to stem the tide 
of hiv? 

MSrB: That’s a great question. It’s 2013 
and we still face many challenges in combat-
ing HIV here in Baltimore City and across the 
globe. The Baltimore City Health Department, 
along with numerous non-profit agencies, has 
been doing a tremendous job of reaching out 

to our most vulner-
able communities. 
Highly accessible 
mobile testing cen-
ters provide free and 
confidential testing 
throughout the city. 
However, we still 
have a lot of work 

ahead of us. Government alone cannot do 
it. With the support of the community lead-
ers, the faith-based community and caring 
residents, we can win the fight. Just like the 
phoenix bird, we will rise again and beat HIV!

SC: in light of our achievements politi-
cally, the growing movement towards ac-
ceptance in our society and the problems 
that still need to be solved, what message 
would you like to send to Baltimore’s 
LgBt community?

MSrB: First of all, I want to applaud the 
LGBT community for their perseverance and 
strength to withstand the challenges they 
face on a daily basis. The LGBT community 
inspires and gives me hope that our society 
can overcome fear and bigotry with love, 
compassion and understanding. Continue 
to be the beacon of strength. Together, we 
are strong. Apart we are weak. I know at the 
end of the rainbow, there is something more 
valuable than gold and that is love. t
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what an LGBT person 
should do if arrested.

On the cover a state-
ment reads, “All citizens 
regardless of race, reli-
gion, ancestry, age, sex, 
color, national origin, 
physical and mental dis-
ability, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity or 
expression and minors 
have the right to expect 
courteous and respect-
ful treatment from mem-
bers of law enforcement 
agencies.”

Several resources 
and phone numbers are listed including 
FreeState Legal, Baltimore Police De-
partment Internal Affairs Division, Equal-
ity Maryland, and the GLCCB Youth Ho-
tline. 

The pamphlets have not been dis-
tributed widely as of yet. “The goal is to 
distribute them to LGBT businesses and 
establishments,” said police spokesman 
Lieutenant J. Eric Kowalczyk. t

By Steve Charing
At an October 10 meet-
ing with community 
members, representa-
tives from the Baltimore 
City Police Department 
led by Commission-
er Anthony W. Batts 
brought along bro-
chures, which provide 
guidance to LGBT folks 
when situations warrant 
dealing with police. The 
colorful, tri-folded bro-
chure is titled, “What 
to Do When Interacting 
with the Police: A Prac-
tical Guide to Assist LGBT Residents.”

The pamphlet features a distinctive 
design including rainbow-color silhou-
ettes of police officers and provides clear 
instructions to such questions as, “I’m 
LGBT and my rights have been violated,” 
“What Are My Responsibilities?” “How Do 
I File a Complaint?” It also enumerates 
the rights of LGBT persons, offers advice 
if one is stopped for questioning, and 

Providing Guidance for LGBT-Police Interactions

Cover of police brochure

DOMA Supreme Court 
decision, but the fight for 
equality is far from over,” 
said Thorn. “We’re proud 
to recognize Carlton and 
Catherine’s continuing 
dedication to fight the 
good fight in the name 
of justice and equality. 
Their tireless work in giv-
ing a voice to those who 
are oftentimes ignored 
should be celebrated.”

Additionally, the local 
banking branch of PNC 
Financial Services will be 
honored for its continuing 

commitment to Baltimore’s LGBT commu-
nity.

The Hometown Hero Awards were 
created to highlight the accomplishments 
of Baltimoreans who have demonstrated 
outstanding work in LGBT advocacy and 
activism. Honorees were selected by a 
panel of the GLCCB’s staff, volunteers, 
and board members.

More than 500 are expected to attend 
the brunch, which will be held in the Cal-
vert Ballroom at the historic Lord Baltimore 
Hotel, steps away from the city’s famed In-
ner Harbor. A VIP reception will begin at 
10:30 a.m., with the awards and brunch 
following at 11:30 a.m.

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit Glccb.org/hometownhero. t

The Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Trans-
gender Community 
Center of Baltimore 
and Central Mary-
land (GLCCB) will 
honor House Demo-
cratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi during its 
inaugural Home-
town Hero Awards & 
Champagne Brunch 
on November 17 in 
Baltimore. Leader 
Pelosi, the first fe-
male Speaker of the 
House and a daugh-
ter of Baltimore, will be recognized with the 
organization’s lifetime achievement award 
for her longtime dedication to LGBT rights 
and her work to fight HIV/AIDS in Con-
gress.

“It is a great privilege for me to come 
home to Baltimore and celebrate the prog-
ress we’ve made in the fight for equal-
ity,” Leader Pelosi said. “I am particularly 
touched to be honored by the GLCCB and 
my hometown community after such a ban-
ner year for Marylanders and indeed all 
LGBT families across our country.”

“The GLCCB is overjoyed to be bring-
ing Leader Pelosi back home to Balti-
more,” said Matt Thorn, executive director 
of the GLCCB. “Her unending support for 
our community and commitment for equal-
ity make her the 
perfect choice 
for our lifetime 
a c h i e v e m e n t 
award.”

This year’s 
event will also 
honor Carlton 
R. Smith, presi-
dent of Baltimore 
Black Pride and 
HIV/AIDS activ-
ist, and Catherine 
Hyde, a longtime 
transgender co-
ordinator for 
Howard County 
PFLAG.

“We’ve wit-
nessed several 
impressive victo-
ries over the past 
year, including 
the passage of 
marriage equal-
ity in Maryland 
and the historic 

Pelosi, Others to be Honored by GLCCB

nancy Pelosi
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McLaurin was first convicted in Ala-
bama for taking topless pictures in 2001 
of a 13-year-old girl, who told authorities 
she had asked for the photo shoot to help 
her modeling career. In 2011, he moved to 
Vermont for a new job and informed au-
thorities in Alabama. But he failed to fill out 
the proper paperwork registering as a sex 
offender and eventually pleaded guilty to 
violating the federal registration law. U.S. 
District Judge William Sessions in Ver-
mont sentenced McLaurin to 15 months 
in prison and five years of supervised re-
lease. As part of the conditions for release, 
McLaurin was ordered to submit to penile 
plethysmography. (reuters – Joseph ax 
at reuters.com/article/2013/10/03/us-usa-
crime-penile-iduSbre99214i20131003)

sentence to time served (13 months) and 
placed him on supervised probation for five 
years. 

On March 15, 2010, Rhoades filed an 
Application for Post-Conviction Relief, ar-
guing that his attorney had failed to inform 
him of the specifics of the statute, result-
ing in his conviction for a crime he did not 
commit. In December 2011, the district 
court denied the application, and Lambda 
Legal began representing Rhoades on ap-
peal. The Iowa Court of Appeals affirmed 
Rhoades’s conviction. Thirty-nine states 
have HIV-specific criminal statutes or have 
brought HIV-related criminal charges re-
sulting in more than 160 prosecutions in 
the United States in the past four years. 
(Seattle Gay News at Sgn.org) 

The Paris 2018 co-chairs gave a gra-
cious speech following the announcement 
of their selection. “We also would like to 
thank the hosts of the 2014 Gay Games 
and everyone in Cleveland and Akron for 
their warm welcome,” they said. “We’ve 
been waiting for this moment for so long. 
Tonight, our dream has come true . . . From 
this moment, everything is possible.” The 
2014 Gay Games will be held in Cleveland 
and Akron from August 9 to 16, 2014. (Gay 
People’s chronicle – anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Criminal conviction 
of HIV-positive man 
in Iowa is appealed
Des Moines, ia – Lambda Legal has ap-
pealed the conviction of Nick Rhoades, an 
HIV-positive Iowa man, to the Iowa Su-
preme Court. Rhoades was initially sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison and required 

to register as 
a sex offender 
based on a 
one-time sex-
ual encounter 
with another 
man, during 
which they 
used a con-
dom. “We’re 
asking the Iowa 
Supreme Court 

to review this case because the facts here 
don’t add up to a conviction,” said Scott 
Schoettes, director of Lambda Legal’s HIV 
Project. “A person who uses a condom and 
engages in safe sex, as Nick did, does not 
have the intent required to support a con-
viction under Iowa’s law addressing expo-
sure to HIV,” Schoettes continued. 

In June 2008, Rhoades had a one-time 
sexual encounter with Adam Plendl, dur-
ing which they used a condom. Several 
days later, Plendl was told by a friend that 
Rhoades might be HIV-positive. Plendl 
went to a hospital to be tested, and hospi-
tal officials contacted police, who arrested 
Rhoades in September 2008 on charges of 
criminal transmission of HIV. On the advice 
of his counsel, Rhoades pleaded guilty. 
Despite the fact that a condom was used 
and Plendl turned out not to have contract-
ed HIV, Rhoades received the maximum 
sentence: 25 years in prison and classifi-
cation as the most serious type of sex of-
fender. The court later reduced Rhoades’s 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyOnD the BeLtway

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

nick rhoades

Paris is selected 
for the 2018 Gay 
Games
Cleveland, Oh – During a three-day meet-
ing in early October of the board of direc-
tors and international delegates of the 
Federation of Gay Games, site inspection 

reports were giv-
en, committees 
met, there were 
q u e s t i o n - a n d -
answer sessions, 
receptions and 
parties were held, 
and the site of the 
2018 Gay Games 
was announced. 
Beating out Lim-

erick, Ireland, and London, England for the 
2018 event was Paris, France.

“The vote is the result of dozens of 
individual choices, but some points stood 
out for many voters,” said site selection 
committee co-chair David Killian. “Paris 
proposed a wide range of sports in qual-
ity venues, many of which offer good vis-
ibility for the event. French LGBT sport 
organizations already have a great deal of 
experience hosting international multisport 
tournaments, and their LGBT community 
presents outstanding cultural events. They 
are already well advanced in planning, for 
example, with the designation of a dedi-
cated sports manager. They arrived with 
demonstrable political support, including 
Minister for Sport Valerie Fourneyron and 
five-time Olympic fencing medalist Laura 
Flessel, who were part of the presentation 
team,” he said. “And, of course, Paris is 
a great destination to visit or revisit,” he 
concluded.

Penile stimulation 
test too invasive 
federal court rules
new york, n.y. – A man convicted of fail-
ing to register as a sex offender cannot be 
forced to undergo penile stimulation tests 
to determine how likely he is to commit 
future crimes, a 
federal appeals 
court in New 
York has ruled. 
The procedure, 
known as penile 
p le thysmogra -
phy, has been 
imposed in some 
sex crime cases 
as a condition of post-conviction release, 
in part to estimate the likelihood of recidi-
vism. But some experts question its reliabil-
ity. The practice uses a device to measure 
erectile response over the course of two or 
three hours as the subject watches porno-
graphic images to determine what arouses 
him sexually. The test was developed by a 
Czechoslovakian psychiatrist decades ago 
and was at one time used by the Czech 
government to identify and “cure” homo-
sexuals, according to the court. 

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
called it an “exceedingly invasive proce-
dure” that was not justified by public safe-
ty, therapeutic benefits or deterrence in 
the case of David McLaurin, an Alabama 
man convicted in 2012. “We see a clear 
distinction between penis measurement 
and other conditions of supervised release 
which are reasonably calculated to protect 
the public,” such as requiring registra-
tion or restricting contact with children, a 
three-judge panel wrote. The 2nd Circuit 
expressed skepticism that the treatment is 
effective but emphasized that McLaurin’s 
criminal history did not justify its use re-
gardless of its efficacy.

Arizona man 
creates website to 
preserve memories
Phoenix, aZ – Many websites have in-
formation about celebrities, but few sites 
allow everyday people to share memories 
of themselves and their loved ones. Steve 
Fischer, a member of the Phoenix LGBT 
community, launched Omegaquilt.com, a 
website where anyone can post about their 
friends, family or acquaintances. “Our quilt 
makes up who we are, but it’s pieced to-
gether by the people around us,” Fischer 
said. “People around us not only shape us 
but shape how people will remember us.”

Fischer said his website allows people 
to share their memories of their loved ones 
for future generations. Anyone can post on 
the website after signing up for free. “This 
is an opportunity for them to say, ‘This is 
who I care about and why,’” Fischer said. 
“Even if you are writing about yourself, you 
are giving people a chance to read your 
story.” Web users can search for others on 
the website by name and add or edit con-
tent. Web users are allowed to change or 
delete negative content about themselves 
or others, but Fischer asks that they don’t 
alter positive stories. 

Fischer said although the website has 
had more than 10,000 views, only 15 us-
ers have started articles about loved ones. 
Fischer said he believes many individuals 
don’t share memories about their loves 
ones because they don’t believe they are 
important. “We can all disqualify anything, 
but when we think about it from a different 
view, we think it has merit,” Fischer said. 
Fischer said that public records, such as 
obituaries or newspaper articles, often only 
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provide certain factual information about 
people, such as birth dates, occupations or 
involvement with causes or organizations. 
“Each of us deserves to be remembered,” 
Fischer said. “Would it be great to know 
that if something happens to you, you have 
a legacy?” (echo magazine – laura latzko 
at echomag.com)

Oklahoma gay male 
couple marries 
under tribal law 
Oklahoma City, OK – Jason Pickel and Dar-
ren Black Bear became the first gay couple 
to marry in Oklahoma when they were united 
on October 21 under Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribal law. Pickel and Black Bear, residents of 
Oklahoma, wanted to marry for the past five 
years, and had been planning a trip to Iowa, 
the nearest state where same-sex marriages 
are legal. But the U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion striking down DOMA gave Pickel an idea. 
He phoned the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal 
Courthouse and asked if tribal law permitted 
Gay couples to marry. “I was really expecting 
a big No,” said Pickel. “I thought we were on 

our way to Iowa, but I called the tribe and they 
said, ‘Yeah, come on down. It’s 20 bucks.’” 

Pickel and Black Bear met the require-
ments specified by tribal law – both are of 
Native American descent and they live within 
the tribe’s jurisdiction. Nowhere does tribal 
law specify the gender of people who may 
marry. Same-sex marriages have been illegal 
under Oklahoma law since 2004, when voters 
passed a constitutional amendment defining 
marriage as applying only to opposite-sex 
couples. But the state’s 39 federally recog-
nized tribes are sovereign entities and are 
self-governing within their own jurisdictions. “I 
do know at the end of the day the state offices 
won’t recognize it, but they kind of have to,” 
said Pickel. However, because their marriage 
is recognized under the jurisdiction of the 
federally recognized Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribe, Pickel and Black Bear are eligible for 
all the federal rights and benefits available to 
any married couple. 

The couple says they plan to hold a public 
wedding celebration on Halloween, but their 
happiness is still incomplete. “When we have 
equality in all 50 states and all U.S. territories, 
that is when we’ll have true equality,” said 
Pickel. “That’s when I will be truly, truly hap-
py.” A number of other Native American tribes 
that have approved same-sex marriage, in-

cluding the Coquille Indian Tribe in Oregon 
(2009), the Suquamish Tribe in Washington 
state (2011), the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians in Michigan (2013), the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation in 
Washington state (2013), the Pokagon Band 
of Potawatomi Indians in Michigan (2013), 
and the Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel in Cali-
fornia (2013). (Seattle Gay News – mike an-
drew at Sgn.org) 

Ohio may become 
the 3rd state to 
outlaw conversion 
therapy
Columbus, Oh – Following a bi-coastal lead, 
State Sen. Charleta Tavares of Columbus is 
introducing a bill to ban the performance of 
so-called “conversion therapy” on minors. 
California passed a similar ban in 2012, and 
New Jersey followed suit earlier this year. 
Both laws are being challenged by a reli-
gious-right law firm, but a federal appellate 
court has already upheld the California one. 
Another bill is being considered by the Penn-
sylvania legislature.

Tavares is being joined by Shirley Smith 
of Cleveland and Edna Brown of Toledo as 
co-sponsors, and it is likely to be backed 
strongly by the Ohio Psychological Associa-
tion. A large number of national profession-
al organizations in psychology, psychiatry, 
counseling, family therapy and pediatrics 
have already expressed their opposition to 
“conversion therapy,” which seeks to “turn” 
gay people heterosexual. Tavares pointed out 
that Exodus International, which championed 
the practice for almost four decades, put out a 
public apology in June for damage caused by 
its support of “conversion therapy.”

“If they are already questioning their 
sexuality, we don’t want them to think there is 
something wrong with them that needs to be 
fixed,” Tavares told the columbus dispatch. 
“We don’t want to do any harm to a child.” 
“Exactly,” noted Evan Hurst of anti-“ex-gay” 
group Truth Wins Out. “One thing that the an-
ti-gay religious right simply refuses to grasp 
is that the effectiveness of ‘ex-gay’ therapy 
isn’t up for debate – it doesn’t work, and it 
hurts people. This is not a subject about 
which there are differing opinions. There 
is clear science, and those on the anti-gay 
side simply refuse to accept it.” t (Gay 
People’s chronicle – anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)
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at the Center OF LgBtq 
FreDeriCK

– continued from page 1 

in Frederick because of my experience,” says 
Austin Beach, 21, who is also the executive 
director of TFC. “As a young man discover-
ing my identity I had no resources that were 
easily available to me and I felt firsthand how 
that affected me. I didn’t want anyone else to 
go through that same process of feeling there 
was no one there to help them.” In January 
2012, TFC was born.

The annual meeting on October 19 drew 
about 25 people from in and around Freder-
ick. It began with a report from TFC’s trea-
surer Peter Brehm where he proudly an-
nounced that during this fiscal year that will 
end December 31, there has already been 
an exponential increase in the fledgling orga-
nization’s coffers. “Most of the money came 
from Pride where about 1,000 attended and 
through donations by couples in the name of 
marriage equality,” he explained.

Maureen Connors and Cindie Beach 
(Austin’s mother) discussed TFC’s upcom-
ing anti-bullying campaign that will include 
a presentation of the film bully and panel 
discussions from a legal and mental health 
perspective. 

Cindie heads up TFC’s youth group 

where “over the past two years, there had 
been a total of 70 youth and of those, seven 
were at one time homeless.” She also per-
formed four suicide interventions. “To suc-
ceed, the youth must have a roof over their 
heads and food in their mouths,” Cindie says 
passionately. “We need emergency housing 
and long-term housing for these kids and a 
support system in place. Some get thrown 
out for being LGBT and appear at my door. It 
breaks my heart.”

A survey conducted at Frederick Pride, 
which takes place at Utica Park, indicated 
an overwhelming desire for TFC to be in the 
forefront of youth services. Among the ac-
tivities for the youth group are topical edu-
cational events, socials, games, and discus-
sions. They meet weekly, mostly at the Grace 
United Church of Christ.

Although LGBTQ youth is a significant 
focus for TFC, there is still a desire to reach 
out to LGBT adults and try to get them in-
volved. Katherine Jones chairs the adult 
services committee where such activities as 
social events, bike rides, hiking, plays, and 
brunches take place. 

Austin announced noteworthy progress 
in improving relations with the Frederick 
police and LGBTQ folks. Three training ses-
sions on LGBTQ issues have occurred and 
more will come. Topics to be raised include: 

parental abuse of LGBTQ children, searches 
and pat-downs, handling domestic violence 
cases, searches of gender-variant people 
and those transitioning. 

“The police are very forward-thinking 
due to efforts by current chief Tom Ledwell 
and training coordinator Lt. Dwight Som-
mers,” adds Cindie. “They seek us out for 
sensitivity training. Sommers wants to con-
nect us with security personnel at Frederick 
Community College, Ft. Detrick, and oth-
ers.” 

Jackie Zirkin announced the forma-
tion of a sexual abuse survivor peer sup-
port group called Peaceful Connections. A 
Facebook page with that name exists so 
that people can connect.

Keiden Bren Stamoulis briefly discussed 
Trans-Variant – a leading support services 
provider in Central Maryland for trans-vari-
ant individuals – followed by a Power Point 
presentation on gender roles and identity 
using the “Genderbread” diagram. Later 
Keiden and Ahlea Gavin appeared on a 
panel moderated by Katherine Jones that 
discussed a range of transgender issues.

So much progress has already been 
made including writing bylaws, and more is 
on the way. TFC is filing for 501(c)(3) sta-
tus. A directory of businesses in and around 
Frederick that are either LGBTQ-owned or 
-friendly is being developed. Also, a direc-

 newS // FREDERICK, MD

the Frederick Center’s leaders, from left: executive director austin Beach, board 
members Diane iñiguez, rev. Dr. robert apgar-taylor, Katherine Jones, Brian walker, 
Cindie Beach, Maureen Conners, and Peter Brehm credit: Steve Charing

tory for LGBTQ-friendly health services, 
gyms, dentists, and physicians is being 
compiled. And the group is thinking of part-
nering with businesses in such ventures as 
a gay wedding expo.

“I have been incredibly proud of all 
we have accomplished in the first couple 
years,” says Austin. “We are way ahead 
of where most organizations are expected 
to be at this point in our development and 
what we have managed to accomplish 
through the hard work of a dedicated local 
community is creating a solid foundation for 
an impressive presence in the local com-
munity.”

TFC does not have a permanent home 
as of yet. They hold events in Frederick’s 
affirming churches and other pro-LGBTQ 
business establishments. But that could 
change. “I envision the center being a focal 
point of support, resources, and education 
for Marylanders LGBTQ community both in-
side, but especially outside of the DC and 
Baltimore areas,” Austin points out. “I hope 
to soon see us having our own space, offer-
ing transitional services, counseling, shelter 
space, etc. to the LGBTQ community and 
if all goes well, being on the forefront of 
LGBTQ advocacy in Maryland in the ever-
growing area of Frederick.” t

For more information about the Freder-
ick center, visit thefrederickcenter.org. 



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  NOVEMBER 1, 2013  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  9 

newS // PANHANDLE

character-types. 
In the words of Mr. Ryan: “When Char-

lie Brown’s pet beagle, C.B., dies from ra-
bies, C.B, starts to question the existence 
of an afterlife. His best friend is too burnt 
out to provide coherent speculation, his 
sister has gone Goth, his ex-girlfriend has 
recently been institutionalized, and his 
other friends are too inebriated to give him 
any sort of solace. But a chance meeting 
with an artistic, piano-playing kid, the tar-
get of the group’s gay bullyingPartly as a 
result of collaboration between playwright 
and director, this production has been cho-
sen to compete in a round of school entries 
for the International Thespian Festival. It is 
for the purposes of judging this production 
that this final, free-of-charge performance 
is being held. According to Mr. Ryan, the 
students and the staff would love the 
theater to be full of friendly faces for the 
competition. If this production is chosen 

for performance at the 
festival, held annually 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
it will be a “first” for all 
of the state of West Vir-
ginia. 

Politically speak-
ing, Martinsburg, and 
Berkeley and Jefferson 
Counties are quite con-
servative. One would 
expect that there would 
be some friction within 
the school, resulting 
from the play’s inclusive 
cast of characters, but 
Mr. Ryan sought and 
obtained the assistance 
of Martinsburg High 
School principal Trent 
Sherman in securing 
approval to produce this 
play. The organization 
within the school “The 
Student Rights Cam-
paign,” a group dedi-
cated to inclusivity and 
celebration of diversity, 
was also a source of 
engendering support for 
this project. (“The Stu-
dent Rights Campaign” 
is modeled on the “Hu-
man Rights Campaign” 
– students within the 
high school group wear 
identifying buttons to 
provide safe compan-
ionship and emergency 
aid to other students. In 

By MarLa SeyMOUr
At 7 p.m. on November 2, the “PG-13” ver-
sion of the Bert V. Royal play “Dog Sees 
God – Confessions of a Teenage Block-
head” will be performed at Martinsburg 
High School at 701 S. Queen Street, Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia. The play is direct-
ed by Dave Ryan, the “out” theater/drama 
teacher at that school.

Mr. Ryan was awarded a bachelor of 
arts in theater degree from the Shenando-
ah Conservatory of Music and possesses 
a MA in theater education from Fairmont 
State.

Not only does this play directly address 
the issues of bullying, sexuality and sexual 
orientation, but this play has been adapted 
(with permission from the playwright) to be 
“high school-friendlier” than the original in 
language and action. Much of the environ-
ment of the action takes place in a typical 
secondary school, complete with the usual 

Edgy Drama at West Virginia High School: Dog Sees God 

 

                                             

    

 

 

Dedicated to those who had no place to turn to. 

addition, the group celebrates accomplish-
ments of other students – such as recog-
nition if a student wins a swim meet, for 
example.)

Mr. Ryan stated, when asked if he had 
received any “push-back” from the larger 
community, that, to the contrary, he has re-

ceived many expressions of gratitude from 
strangers, students, and more than one 
set of parents. While this area is becom-
ing more and more supportive of LGBTQ 
persons, resources – supportive faith com-
munities, youth groups, PFLAG and social 
and political LGBTQ organizations – are 
just now forming. Less than a year ago, 
closed social groups were the only places 
for LGBTQ camaraderie in the Eastern 
Panhandle of West Virginia

Other high school theater projects with 
LGBTQ content like “The Laramie Project” 
have been cancelled by the administra-
tive staff of schools as nearby as Virginia 
due to pressure from anti-LGBTQ organi-
zations. Mr. Ryan, the great actors in this 
play, Mr. Sherman and Mr. Royal, The Stu-
dent Rights Campaign – not to mention, 
our own community – deserve our support 
for this production. High Schools in much 
larger and more visibly diverse cities could 
take a great lesson from the drama depart-
ment and the administrative staff of Mar-
tinsburg High School. Please join the audi-
ence for this fine bit of theatrical insight! 
Admission is free. t

 

                                             

    

 

 

Dedicated to those who had no place to turn to. 

Do you dread Thanksgiving dinners with your 
blood relatives? How about celebrating the 
first semi-diverse American commemorative 
dinner with your real family? Spend the day 
shopping and touring the charming town of 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, walking or bi-
cycling the C&O Canal towpath or kayaking 
or canoeing the Shenandoah River, then have 
a wonderful meal with the local LGBT com-
munity and friends and family! The Eastern 
Panhandle LGBTQ Alliance of West Virginia is 
hosting such a gathering on November 16th 
at 7 p.m. at the Shepherdstown Presbyterian 
Meeting House located at 100 W. Washington 
Street in Shepherdstown.

In case anyone is “church allergic”, a little 
explanation is due. John and Marla Seymour 
(the writer of this article), attend Shepherd-
stown Presbyterian Meeting House on Sun-
days. The church itself is quite historic and 
the building is of interest all on its own. The 
church removed its pews during the Civil War 
to serve as a hospital for wounded soldiers 
of both sides at the Battle at Sharpsburg. 
The congregation is a welcoming one, with 
LGBT folk serving both as officers and in in-
strumental posts. During June (Pride Month) 
nearly all of Pastor Randy Tremba’s sermons 
addressed the LGBT community. One such 
sermon recounted Pastor Tremba’s accidental 
encounter with the Westboro Baptist Church 
at a Pride Parade in New Mexico – and how 
a marching band gained the upper hand by 
facing the Westboro group and playing “Jesus 
Loves Me”.

On November 2, at 7 p.m., the church’s an-
nual “Peacefest” will occur at Shepherdstown 
Presbyterian Meeting House – an event meant 
to draw attention to issues of justice in our cul-
ture – including the issues of poverty, housing, 
incarceration, and LGBT discrimination. 

Since many of the folks in church, and 
many of the members of the Eastern Pan-
handle Alliance, have children, we have made 
special arrangements to be child – and, for that 
matter – parent or other family-member-friend-
ly. Some of the non-LGBT members of this 
church have expressed an interest in attend-
ing this dinner. There will be no alcohol with 
dinner, although “The Club,” our local hangout 
in Martinsburg is just a few minutes down the 
road for your after-dinner imbibing pleasure.

To reserve your spot, go to the Eastern 
Panhandle LGBTQ Alliance page on Face-
book, look for the Thanksgiving event, and 
click “join” for each person expected to attend. 
Please bring a dessert or side dish to share, 
in the spirit of the holiday. Since The Eastern 
Panhandle LGBTQ Alliance is hosting a Pride 
event in late May, donations are always wel-
comed! t

LGBT Thanksgiving in 
the Eastern Panhandle
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ple of Philly’s title as the most gay-friendly 
city in America, and makes what happened 
at this year’s festival even more shocking. 
At OutFest there is a family-friendly sec-
tion, a carnival-rides section, pet-adoption 
area and finally even an area for protesters. 
Yes, the city actually blocks off an area for 
protesters. After all, there is a thing called 
the First Amendment. But in Philly, we 
usually handle this well – except this year. 
Here’s what seemed to have happened. 
Over the years, the protesters have dimin-
ished in size – we’re talking about a hand-
ful, less than a dozen. In the early years, 
OutFest staff surrounded the protesters, 
outspoke them with loudspeakers, etc. 
But in recent years, they have become a 
joke, sort of a novelty. And all we do is tell 
people to ignore them. After all, a police 
unit known as Civil Affairs is there to pro-
tect their rights to protest and our rights 
to gather and celebrate Coming Out Day. 
Now I know Civil Affairs well since, when 
I was doing my protest, this was the unit 
that had to arrest me. Thanks to their 
leader at the time, Sgt. George Fencl, al-
most all protests in Philly went off with-
out a hitch or anyone getting hurt. Let 
me be very clear: Civil Affairs arrested 
me more than a dozen times without in-
cident – from chaining myself to the Lib-
erty Bell to my disruptions of TV shows. 
And they did it with professionalism. That 

By MarK SegaL
There’s a national message in something 
that happened in Philadelphia about a 
week ago at a festival known as OutFest. 
The festival, which is actually a good old-
fashioned city block party held in the Gay-

borhood across eight city blocks, is billed 
as the largest Coming Out Day party in the 
world, with tens of thousands of visitors. 
What makes this festival different from 
most cities’ is how almost the entirety of 
the city involves itself. This is one exam-

On the OutFest Fiasco
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is why this incident has me troubled. 
Since the protesters have become sort 
of a joke, some members of the LGBT 
community like to have their pictures 
taken with the protesters in the back-
ground. This year that somehow got out 
of hand when, during this process, Civil 
Affairs officers claim that an officer got 
pushed. To shorten the story, at least 
two officers held down one gay man, 
kneeing him in the back, although video 
shows that he doesn’t appear to be re-
sisting. He and his partner were arrested 

and charged with disorderly conduct and 
criminal conspiracy. Both deny, and wit-
nesses support, that either man pushed 
the officer. Throughout their nearly 12-
hour ordeal, both men say they were 
never informed why they were arrested.  
The incident is now being investigated 
by Internal Affairs, as it should be. In a 
city where the LGBT community is in-
volved with all segments of society, in 
all levels of government, at an LGBT 
street festival where the police were re-
cruiting LGBT people for the force, how 
does this happen? Does it mean we still 
have work to do in educating or was it 
a fluke? Maybe the day hasn’t come 
when we can feel that the protesters 
are just a joke. Or maybe we need to 
protect ourselves and not trust others. 
These are questions and, as they say, the 
jury is still out. t

mark Segal (mark@epgn.com) is 
publisher of PhiladelPhia Gay News.  
 

“At OutFest there is a 
family-friendly section, 
a carnival-rides section, 
pet-adoption area and 
finally even an area 

for protesters. Yes, the 
city actually blocks off 
an area for protesters. 

After all, there is a 
thing called the First 

Amendment.”
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The Frederick Center, rapidly becom-
ing a template for LGBT community cen-
ters, is also making a concerted effort to 
provide services to LGBT youth and miti-
gate the risk of homelessness. A strong 
effort is needed in Baltimore by such or-
ganizations as the GLCCB and Equality 
Maryland to raise funds for the cause and 
work with the city on this mission. It’s vital.

And you don’t have to be an organiza-
tion to do your part. Local drag performer 
Shawnna Alexander is putting together an 
event to feed homeless LGBT youth on 
Thanksgiving Day. It will take place from 1 
pm. to 5 p.m. at the Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church, 401 W. Monument St. in Bal-
timore. Shawwna is raising money for this 
project by asking local establishments to 
hold 50-50 raffles, and from what I’m hear-
ing, there has been great success. 

Therefore, worthwhile causes can at-
tract interest and money if cases made for 
these initiatives are well-articulated. There 
are many other needs to be addressed, 
such as improving police relations, dealing 
with domestic violence, the aging popula-
tion and on and on.

Marriage equality, extremely important 
as it is and a magnet for donors is one thing. 
The less glamorous issues are another, and 
they must be dealt with and soon. t

our LGBT youth. They face extra chal-
lenges, such as being rejected by their 
own families,” she said. “My administra-
tion is aware of the many barriers that they 
face and we are working to create a safe 
place where youth can receive services, as 
there are several non-profit agencies will-
ing to collaborate with the City to help ad-
dress the concerns of our LGBT homeless 
youth.”

Having just viewed the poignant and heart-
rending film bridegroom on the OWN net-
work, I’d be hard pressed to find a better 
case for marriage equality. The documen-
tary, produced by Linda Bloodworth-Thom-
ason, known best for her creating the TV 
series designing Women and her close 
association with the Clintons, tells the real 
story of two young small-town men Shane 
Bitney Crone and Tom Bridegroom who fall 
deeply in love and remained together for 
six years until Tom’s fatal accident at the 
age of 29 in 2011. 

Using interviews and footage from 
Shane’s video diary, the film presents the 
intense love between the two men and the 
reactions from family members as their 
relationship blooms. Sadly, Tom’s parents 
were not accepting.

Following the accident, the hospital 
staff initially would not permit Shane to 
visit him as he was not “family” under hos-
pital rules. After he died, Tom’s parents cut 
Shane off from making funeral arrange-
ments and being a part of the services. His 
life and relationship with Tom was com-
pletely eradicated as if it never occurred. 
Of course, if marriage equality was legal 
(they were living in Prop 8 California at the 
time), the couple would have been married 
according to their stated plans, and Shane 
would have had the right to make the fu-
neral arrangements. 

This story is among countless others 
that illustrate why it is so important to keep 
up the momentum in forging the legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage throughout the 
country.

It’s a sexy and appealing issue in 
that many gay and lesbians’ dreams in-
clude settling down with the person they 
love and being committed to that person 
in a lasting relationship with all the legal 
rights, benefits and responsibilities con-
ferred upon heterosexual couples. LGBT 
organizations have capitalized on the sig-
nificance of marriage equality; many have 

flourished by raising funds to fight the good 
fight.

But as same-sex marriages become 
the law in state after state through the 
courts, legislatures and the ballot box 
(keep in mind that in 36 of the 50 states it 
is still not legal), what’s next for the LGBT 
movement, and in particular, those state-
wide LGBT organizations who have been 
in the forefront of the struggle?

Perhaps not as sunny as the thought 
of colorful weddings and a lifetime of bliss 
is the reality that there is a ton of work to 
do to achieve full equality for LGBT folks. 
Senator Ben Cardin at Equality Maryland’s 
25th anniversary celebration said, “We will 
not be satisfied until we pass the Employ-
ment Non-discrimination Act,” popularly 
known as ENDA. 

How important is this? In no less than 
29 states, a person can be fired from his/
her job just for being gay. The bill, which 
has been languishing in Congress for three 
decades, has been gaining steam over the 
years but can’t find its way to passage. 
While the Senate is expected to consider 
a comprehensive ENDA by Thanksgiving, 
the tea party-controlled House of Repre-
sentatives will create more obstacles de-
spite overwhelming public support to end 
job discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion. That’s what they do.

At the same gala, Equality Maryland 
executive director Carrie Evans – and later 
echoed by Sen. Rich Madaleno – promised 
to work hard for passage of a statewide bill 
that would extend protections based on 
gender identity and expression. Such laws 
exit in Baltimore City as well as Montgom-
ery, Howard and Baltimore counties but 
no state measure has been enacted yet. 
Many expect it can be accomplished if not 
this upcoming General Assembly (an elec-
tion year) then 2015. It’s way overdo.

Another area that local LGBT organiza-
tions can help considerably is the plight of 
homelessness among LGBT youth, a con-
dition which Sen. Madaleno said cannot 
be tolerated. Despite general gains in ac-
ceptance, young people are being tossed 
out of their homes by parents or family 
members for being gay or transgender or 
that the home environment is so rough that 
these kids have no choice but to leave.

Homelessness is a catastrophe to be-
gin with; it’s even more acute for youth. 
They are vulnerable to: poor health lead-
ing to disease, crime both as a victim or 
perpetrator, prostitution, drug and alcohol 
abuse – all tragedies considering their 
whole lives are ahead of them if they live 
that long.

In my interview with Baltimore Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, she acknowl-
edged the tragedy of homelessness. “It is 
even more heartbreaking when it involves 

Looking 
Beyond 
Marriage  
Equality

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken
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Five years ago I was not out. I was stuck in 
a hellish place where I had two completely 
independent worlds. At home and with my 
children I was “me.” And at work, at my 
kids school, and for certain other interac-
tions I was my former self. I called it the 
“toggle period” where a person in transi-
tion has requirements put upon them to be 
two people at the same time. I had a cal-
endar with boy days and girl days marked 
on it and in some cases had 
to be both within the same 
day. On one particular day 
I remember going “boy-girl-
boy-girl” in a 24 hour period. 
That was madness.

It is a risky time for most 
transfolk as a poorly timed 
exposure or disclosure 
could lead to real problems, 
especially with family and 
the workplace. Many trans 
persons choose to lay low, stay out of 
the spotlight, keep to themselves and out 
of the public eye out of fear. So it was at 
this time in 2009, along with a dear friend, 
that I naturally thought it would be great 
to launch a new holiday for trans people: 
transParent day – an alternative to Fa-
ther’s or Mother’s day, to be held the first 
Sunday in November.

I will not cover the story of how Trans-
Parent Day came to be. (You can read 
about it here: http://bit.ly/18uhe9p ) But 
suffice to say I did this before I was out 
to the general public but at the time I was 
very out to my children. In fact, I had begun 
presenting as “Sharon” to both of my boys 
then aged 13 and 15. The reaction from 
my children was a bright spot for me in an 
otherwise disastrous marriage decline and 
subsequent divorce. 

That first TransParent Day came and 
went without fanfare other than I know 
there were a few hundreds of trans per-
sons who I heard had private celebrations. 
In 2010 we started a new tradition here 
in Maryland by having a family potluck 
gathering. Today, I am aware of celebra-
tions going on all over the world. I know 
in many churches there will be trans per-

sons speaking to their parishioners, clergy, 
friends and families about their experienc-
es, especially as parents.

Today my sons are young men. My 
younger son is a high school senior and 
will turn 18 by the end of this year. I have 
a good relationship with both of them. My 
older son, now a sophomore at UMCP 
studying aerospace engineering, still lives 
with me. Both are bright and entertaining, 
and have a great future ahead of them.

I cannot say things have always been 
great with my kids; there was a lot of stress 
as result of the divorce. But the one thing I 
can say with certainty is that despite fears 
and concerns from naysayers about how 
my kids are going to be “so messed up” 
as a result of my transitioning it simply has 
never materialized. Frankly, the divorce is 
what impacted them far more than what I 
was wearing or how I looked.

I get messages from other trans per-
sons who have seen images of me and 

my sons that I of-
ten post online. 
They often speak 
of how lucky I am. 
Indeed I am. They 
often lament their 
own family loss or 
estrangement. I am 
truly sorry for those 
persons as I am well 
aware of what hav-
ing my own children 

removed from my life would mean to me. 
But I will say this, getting them to the place 
where we are today was hard work. Much 
of that work was done before my transition. 

So when I came out to my kids their 
reaction was already positive. I would like 
to believe others can do the same. Alas, I 
know in some cases it is near impossible 
especially if you have a difficult spouse or 
relatives. I have no magic potion to offer 
you.

I know I have changed, too. My outlook 
is perhaps more pragmatic as a parent 
than it was before my transition. My need 
to be right on some topics faded with the 
elimination of testosterone. I would not 
say it changed as much as the rounding of 
sharp edges, a softening. 

For me that is a blessing as I am now 
rarely angry with my children. What was 
once anger now just translates to disap-
pointment. At the other end of the spec-
trum my pride is brimming over. Transition-
ing made me a better parent. Ask my kids; 
they will tell you so.

The 2013 TransParent Day Pot Luck 
will be Sunday, November 3, 2 p.m. at the 
GLCCB in Baltimore. Details here: http://
on.fb.me/1dDs6d0. t

Trans
Parenting

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

By vann MiChaeL
My senior year of high school, Yes! I made it 
to my senior year! Not having anyone to help 
me sort out the process taking place in my mind 
proved stressful, yet it led me on an unforesee-
able journey. From what I knew of myself, I was 
assigned female at birth so I was destined to 
make this given identity work. Yet, I seemed to 
end up in the same place; on a carousel look-
ing into funhouse mirrors. The repetitive up and 
down rhythm of my life provoked by a distorted 
self image is a theme I once could not escape.

Unintentionally and without thought, I, as 
most of us, was provided with a binary gender 
spectrum to describe our sense of self. Within 
that spectrum a value system is automatically 
attached and instilled within a person without 
the slightest inclination that their outer display 
and inner reality could be different. As a high 
school sophomore, I began to explore the way 
in which I expressed my gender and returned 
to dressing in loosely fitted clothing. I reclaimed 
my comfort zone, empowered myself by ac-
cepting part of my truth. I still had not figured 
out how I could feel male and be identified as 
female so I did what many transmen feel is 
the only thing they can do identify as lesbian. 
While dating my first girlfriend I really became 
aware of society’s attempt to place people in 
boxes. My social group, 
based on our perceived 
gender and behaviors 
decided to ‘label’ my 
girlfriend and me as 
needed. Cast into the 
unrelated sea of gender 
and orientation I lost my 
sense of self. I could not 
articulate my real feel-
ings as male, nor did 
I have any models to 
demonstrate the many 
variations of masculinity 
encompassed within male identity. Once again, 
I found myself attempting to ‘fit’ my circle in a 
predetermined square. Wearing fitted clothing 
and adjusting my natural self turned out to be 
an epic failure! During this painful time my eyes 
slowly opened and truly begin to look at gender 
and gender expression, hence the beginning of 
the Year of Enlightenment, as I like to call it.

On a merry-go-round of living a disjointed 
mental and physical existence, I started re-
searching. Plugging in terms to describe how 
I felt: “feeling disconnected from body” and 
“discomfort in body,” eventually led me to the 
word transgender. When I read the definition: 
an individual who self-identifies differently from 
the gender assigned at birth, I couldn’t believe 
my eyes! For two weeks I vividly recall read-
ing about this new thing on a daily basis. I read 

every article I could find and all of the options 
available to ‘fix’ me. From surgery, hormone re-
placement therapy, (HRT), to packers, and spe-
cial devices – my heart seemed to pump faster 
with each new option. The consolation in know-
ing that I was not alone gave me an unspeak-
able hope along with the gift of envisioning free-
dom from this unidentifiable feeling I have lived 
with all my life. Conversely, I felt discouraged 
because I could not afford freedom but I forged 
onward.

I started the coming-out process, as trans 
at the end of my tenth-grade year. Taking a 
huge step, I excitedly explained to my peers 
about my identity, told them to address me as 
Myke and use male pronouns. Unaware of 
how much confidence, balance, and support I 
needed to stand in my truth, I was totally unpre-
pared for the responses received. Some of my 
friends respected me and others did not. I was 
trapped. The lack of true peer support, incapa-
ble of telling my mom that I am not a lesbian but 
transgender, and overwhelmed with information 
about transitioning made me rethink and shift 
my focus in order to cope with being me.

Feminist community stood in the gap be-
cause in this space I was able to find support 
and empowerment as a human being who felt 

oppressed, unheard, 
and misunderstood. 
It is here, I shed the 
‘hetero-norm’ of female 
gender expression for 
good. I allowed myself 
the liberty to brandish 
my masculine self un-
apologetically. Examin-
ing oppression in the 
framework of gender, 
race and class gave me 
insight on what I had 
experienced throughout 

my life and what I would encounter as a trans-
gender person. Time truly ripened me for my 
senior year.

Gender Bender Day 2010 at City College 
High School, the world saw a glimpse of my 
later life. I performed in the drag show, which 
meant I bound my chest for the first time in 
my life! The opportunity to wear a beard and 
present information about gender issues to my 
peers presenting as the real me was extremely 
life-altering! I felt at home for the very first time 
and stayed in ‘costume’ for a week. At this mo-
ment I was able to come out to myself as trans-
gender. Yes! I made it to my senior year but 
what’s next? My family doesn’t know and what 
about college? How will I make it? t

Visit: indiegogo.com/projects/raising-for-
realness Support trans-Youth

REAL TRANS TALK: Bobbing 
for Apples
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By DeniSe r. DUarte
Social networking was promoted as the next 
level in the evolution of human engagement. 
However, the dark side of these sites is in-
creasingly being exposed. More people are 
disconnecting or simply just keeping it at 
arm’s length. I once happily updated my sta-
tus daily. Now, I rarely do. It is too easy to be 
seen as a one-dimensional character instead 
of a fully developed human being. Social net-
working lacks the human touch.

Let me get to the point. Recently, I believe 
that I may have lost a potentially important 
connection because my profile on LinkedIn 
accurately describes who I am and what I 
have accomplished as a feminist and LGBTQ 
activist.

I do not apologize for any of it. I still do 
believe that I should include these accom-
plishments in my profile. Why should I hide 
some of the most important achievements 
of my life when they were in the pursuit of 
equality? 

What I experienced is another example of 
my limited ability to successfully navigate be-
tween what is good for me and what is good 
for equality.

When my identity intersects with my abil-
ity to function in a social space, that is a real 
issue. Of course, everything I have done to 
date as an activist and feminist is to disman-
tle the building blocks of inequality.

Passive resistance towards equality can 
look like silence, closed doors, unanswered 
emails and phone calls.

How do I know that what I have experi-
enced is a direct result of my profile on Linke-
dIn? Because this social networking site 
shares who has viewed your profile, even 
when they opt to be anonymous, it provides 
the employer and job title of the person who 
viewed your profile, even if they do not show 
their name. It was a simple connection of the 
dots.

Perhaps what this has done has lifted 
the suspicion of homophobia and/or sexism, 
but could it be just another fatal flaw of social 
networking taking the place of personal con-
tact? When a person meets another person, 
barriers are broken down first by the famil-
iarity and the opportunity of actually meeting 
a human being, not just facts on a profile or 
biography. 

When you meet someone in the flesh, 
you get to meet that person, hear their voice, 
their laugh, experience their sense of hu-
mor and get a glimpse of what makes them 
unique. You look them in the eye, see them 
as a human being and not just a label or clas-
sification. Then once you learn of their deeds 
or beliefs, then you have to make a decision 
to either jettison a person you like or disman-

tle your belief systems. 
Now maybe this person will return my 

calls and emails in the weeks to come. Maybe 
they will not. Sadly, what matters is the im-
plication of my exclusion from an opportunity 
because of my profile and perhaps a per-
ceived militancy.

How does militancy fit in? When I dis-
cussed this loss of connection with someone 
I respect, he thought that it might not have 
been my LGBTQ activism, but more like my 
feminist militant history. 

This was shocking, considering that I 
have never defined myself or my actions as 
militant, which is defined using words like 
combative, aggressive, extreme, confronta-
tional, and violent. In fact, I usually worked 
within the legislative system and since I am 
a pacifist, my actions were anything but vio-
lent.

Perceptions are reality though. That is 
one of the rules of Activism 101. His percep-
tion that many people feel that my legal and 
law-abiding feminist activities could be mili-
tant is enlightening, but sadly not new.

Just when we think we are successfully 
advancing the cause of equality, an alarm 
rings out regarding common misunderstand-
ings of how we are being perceived.

I consider this type of backlash and dis-
crimination as a price one pays for the equal-
ity work I continue to do. I am personally okay 
if there are opportunities that are denied to 
me because of who I am and that I am ac-
tively seeking equality for all people. Sadly, it 
is part of the work of an activist.

However, I think this speaks to a specific 
contradiction of our contemporary times. We 
have just witnessed a huge advancement on 
LGBTQ rights on a federal level. Okay, let me 
rephrase that... LG rights. Certainly, gender 
identity and expression issues have not kept 
pace with LG rights. 

Certainly, the rights of women have, once 
again, taken a hit with the assault on repro-
ductive rights. The far right has targeted 
women’s own authority over their bodies and 
they have not limited their attack to abortion, 
but expanded it to birth control. Why is it that 
women, a statistical majority in this country, 
continue to be a minority when it comes to 
access to equality?

I have to ask, is it because I speak out for 
the rights of women to be equal that I am la-
beled a militant, even though the definition of 
this word is in direct opposition to my life and 
values? Why is it that the majority of women 
are silent and not demanding their fair share 
of equality? Is it because women have fallen 
for the negative spin, that if they dare ask for 
what should be theirs, they too will be consid-
ered militant? t

The Reality of Perceptions
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duce and store 
it in airtight con-
tainers. Lightly 
wash produce 
before using 
with natural 
vegetable wash 
or use one part 
white vinegar 
to three parts 
water. Make 
several home-
made vinai-
grettes or dress-

ings to last all week so you can make leafy 
greens and vegetable salads in minutes. 
Clean and marinate enough meat or poul-
try for dinners over the next few days. 
• Start your day with a green smoothie. 
Cut and freeze organic fresh fruit to use in 
green smoothies. You can also buy frozen 
fruit that’s already cut up. Add organic kale 
or spinach, coconut water or nut and seed 
milks plus natural sweeteners such as dates 
or stevia for an energy-boosting beverage. 
• For your holiday dinners, plan on mak-
ing at least three to four dishes that are 
both delicious and nutritious. Good exam-
ples are pasture-raised, wild turkey with sage 
and garlic, baked wild salmon with lemon and 
herbs, steamed greens, roasted heirloom 
root vegetables drizzled with balsamic glaze, 
pureed winter squash soups, and desserts 
made with seasonal fruits, spices, and healthy 
sweeteners like coconut sugar or raw honey. 
• invest in a dehydrator. Dehydrate fruits 
and vegetables and raw nuts or seeds 
that have been soaked in unrefined sea-
salt water (which removes anti-nutrients, 
kick-starts the germination process, and 
increases key vitamins), and you’ll have 
plenty of on-the-go snacks with a long shelf 
life. Dehydrators are convenient and easy 
to use; Alexander recommends Excalibur. 
• Make batches of fermented vegetables 
twice a month. Alexander recommends 
eating fermented vegetables every day to 
keep your digestive system healthy. They’re 
loaded with probiotics – the good bacteria 
your intestines need. Mix a variety of or-
ganic vegetables such as carrots and celery 
into brine with warm filtered water, unrefined 
sea salt, and cultured vegetable starter or 
liquid whey, and mix with shredded cabbage 
heads. Pack the mixture into sterilized glass 
jars and allow the vegetables to ferment for 
five to seven days. Once done fermenting, 
store in the refrigerator for up to six months. 
“Stick to whole, healthy foods this holiday 
season, and you’ll feel so good, you won’t 
want to go near the buffet table at your of-
fice party,” Alexander says. t

For many people, 
the holidays in-
volve indulging 
in buffet tables 
loaded with lots 
of fattening, pro-
cessed foods and 
sugary sweets.  
For those of us 
who strive the 
rest of the year to 
eat a healthy diet 
while leading busy 
lives, it can be a 
challenging time. Not only are we busier than 
ever, we know that all those foods we usu-
ally try to avoid are going to give us indiges-
tion, sap our energy, and pile on the pounds. 
“It really isn’t hard to give yourself, your family 
and friends the gift of delicious, nutrient-rich 
meals over the holidays,” says holistic chef 
and certified healing foods specialist Shelley 
Alexander, author of deliciously Holistic (Aha-
rmonyhealing.com), a new, full-color cook-
book featuring more than 154 of her favorite 
healing foods recipes and 50 pages of holistic 
lifestyle tips to increase energy and immunity.  
“Instead of heading to the local supermar-
ket, visit a farmers’ market, where you can 
buy fresh, local, seasonal, and organic 
produce, along with other nutritious foods 
created by farmers and local food arti-
sans,” she says. “You’ll have a much more 
enjoyable experience in addition to stock-
ing up on all the ingredients you need to 
have handy. You can also find excellent 
choices at natural and health food stores.” 
Nutrient-rich, whole foods that don’t have 
unnatural fillers and other additives, in-
cluding seasonal, organic vegetables and 
fruits, wild-caught seafood, and pasture-
raised, organic chicken and meats that 
come from well-fed, unadulterated, healthy 
animals, will completely nourish your 
body, make you feel better and ramp up 
your energy, she says. And you’ll find you 
won’t overeat, so it’s much easier to main-
tain your weight without counting calories. 
Alexander offers six tips for quick and con-
venient healthy eating during the holidays. 
• when shopping, check labels and avoid 
foods with a long list of ingredients. The 
best whole foods have one or just a few 
unprocessed or minimally processed, eas-
ily recognized ingredients, Alexander says. 
Among ingredients to avoid: chemicals, 
artificial sweeteners, high-fructose corn 
syrup, nitrates, MSG, genetically-modified 
ingredients, and preservatives (indicated 
by the initials BHT, BHA, EDTA and THBQ.) 
• Set aside a few hours each week to prep 
foods to eat in the days ahead. Cut up pro-

Six Tips for Convenient, Healthy Holiday Eating Specializing in a Holistic 
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frantically waved his arms at motorists zip-
ping past him for 45 minutes only to having 
the good fortune of Dr. Roberto Miranda 
(Mark C. Franceschini) stopping to assist. 
Roberto dropped off Gerardo at his house 
but returns later. 

Once home, Gerardo tells his wife, 
Paulina Salas (Kate Falcone) what hap-
pened. The one weak point in the play en-
sues when Gerardo and Paulina go back 
and forth as to why the jack and spare 
were missing in the first place. The ex-
change serves no purpose other than re-
vealing the dynamics of the marriage. 

Paulina is upstairs in the bedroom 
later that night when Roberto shows up 
and engages Gerardo in idle chatter over 
a couple of drinks about the state of the 
government. The host then convinces 

Roberto to spend the 
night. While Roberto is 
apparently asleep, out 
of the darkness steps 
Paulina who swiftly 
gags and bounds the 
unsuspecting doctor to 
a chair and the drama 
takes off following this 
setup.

The next morning, 
Gerardo discovers his 
“imprisoned” friend 
and demands an ex-
planation from Pau-
lina who is pointing a 
loaded pistol at both. 
She accuses the doc-
tor of being a part of 
a group of thugs who 
tortured and raped her 
15 years earlier when 

she was a political prisoner. Paulina rec-
ognized his voice, his skin, and his smell 
as well as a familiar phrase he used in the 
conversation with Gerardo. During her or-
deal she heard Franz Schubert’s composi-
tion “Death and the Maiden” over and over 
to the point she recoils in terror every time 
she hears the song since.

Gerardo is aware of the trauma experi-
enced by Paulina and has difficulty articu-
lating his feelings as if he, too, had been 
traumatized. He also believes that Paulina 
is suffering from a form of mental illness as 
a result, and this hostage-taking confirms 
it.

Paulina’s goal is to put Roberto “on 
trial” and exact a confession from him. 
Gerardo is not sure if Paulina’s account 
of what happened translates into Rober-
to’s guilt; he had been skeptical from the 

By Steve Charing
Chilean playwright Ariel Dorfman felt com-
pelled to write about his own experiences 
as a witness to the ghastliness of the Gen-
eral Augusto Pinochet dictatorship in his 
country from 1973-1990. He penned death 
and the maiden in 1990 to convey those 
horrors, especially the effects on the minds 
of the victims stemming from the torture 
and rape of political prisoners. 

death and the maiden first appeared 
in London in November 1990. The origi-
nal Broadway production opened at the 
Brooks Atkinson Theater in New York on 
March 1992 and ran for 159 performances. 
It was directed by Mike Nichols and starred 
Glenn Close, Gene Hackman, and Richard 
Dreyfuss. 

The play, as part of the Audrey Herman 

Spotlighters Theatre’s 52nd season, is a 
potent psychodrama that under the direc-
tion of Anthony Lane Hinkle and the ster-
ling cast – Kate Falcone, Steven Shriner, 
and Mark C. Franceschini – keeps the au-
dience spellbound throughout and wonder-
ing what will happen next, even following 
the play’s denouement.

It takes place at a remote ocean-front 
house in a present day Latin American 
country (believed to be Chile) following 
the transformation from the heinous dic-
tatorship to a fledgling democracy. While 
returning home from a visit with the presi-
dent of the country, lawyer Gerardo Es-
cobar (Steven Shriner), who was offered 
a position on a commission to investigate 
atrocities committed by the previous gov-
ernment, had experienced a flat tire. 

Without a jack or a spare, Gerardo 

Revenge, Justice or Insanity in Death and the Maiden
outset, and he crafts the confession for 
Roberto to sign in order to placate the un-
stable and dangerous Paulina.

Without revealing the subsequent 
twists in this confrontation as well as the 
play’s interesting and thought-provoking 
ending, if there actually is one, suffice to 
say death and the maiden succeeds in 
offering a suspenseful tale carried out by 
superb actors.

Kate Falcone as Paulina plays her role 
to the hilt. She convincingly demonstrates 
an amazing range of anger and resigna-
tion as one would expect from person who 
was a victim of physical torture and rape. 
There is palpable frustration from her in-
ability to bring closure to her past horrors. 
Ms. Falcone, who was solid portraying 
Dora Strang in the Spotlighters production 
of equus, is outstanding as this play’s cen-
tral character. 

Following recent successful stints at 
the Spotlighters in Hot l baltimore and 
rose’s dilemma, Steven Shriner is equal-
ly adept in his role as Gerardo who must 
also endure the burden of his wife’s past 
experience and tries to determine if the 
evidence supports Roberto’s guilt or his 
wife’s paranoia. When enraged, Mr. Shri-
ner delivers a powerful performance, and 
his dramatic interactions with Ms. Falcone 
make the play work.

As Dr. Roberto Miranda, Mark C. Fran-
ceschini returns to the Spotlighters after a 
25-year hiatus and also delivers a sturdy 
performance. Half the time he is silent, sit-
ting tied to a chair, but when he speaks he 
makes an impassioned defense of his in-
nocence.

Veteran director Anthony Lane Hinkle 
oversaw this crisp production that aside 
from the stellar acting performances fea-
tured effective lighting from Kel Millonie and 
sound by Brian Kehoe that featured faint 
ocean sounds and soft music. The simple 
set consisted of beach house-style furniture 
and was also created by Mr. Hinkle. 

The Spotlighters production of death 
and the maiden is highly recommended. It 
will keep the audience glued to every word 
and every movement and will challenge 
the audience to be judges in their own right 
as to what was real and what was imagi-
nary. t

death aNd the maideN (110 minutes with 
a 15-minute intermission) runs through 
November 11 at the Spotlighters theatre, 
817 St. Paul Street, baltimore. the play 
contains adult themes and profanity. For 
tickets visit Spotlightertheatre.org or call 
410-752-1225. 

Paulina (Kate Falcone), Dr. Miranda (Mark C. Franceschini) 
and gerardo (Steven Shriner) 
credit: Ken Stanek Photography

By Steve Charing
APL Allies in the Workplace of the Johns 
Hopkins University Applied Physics Labo-
ratory will present breaking the code, 
based on Andrew Hodges’ book, alan tur-
ing: the enig-
ma, on week-
ends running 
N o v e m b e r 
9–16 at the 
K o s s i a k o f f 
Center on its 
campus, 11100 
Johns Hopkins 
Road, Laurel, 
Maryland. 

Directed by 
Patti Restivo 
of Laurel, the 
play drama-
tizes the true 
story of British 
mathematician Alan Turing, who is con-
sidered the unsung father of computers 
by many scholars. Credited with crack-
ing Hitler’s U-boat Enigma codes, Turing 
performed top-secret work for Churchill’s 
Government Code and Cypher School 
during World War II. But his popularity as 
a somewhat eccentric and brilliant war 
hero proved ill-fated.

After directing the computing lab at 
Manchester University, Turing laid the 
foundation for the field of artificial intel-
ligence and was elected a fellow of the 
Royal Society in 1951. 

But a short year later, the British Gov-
ernment convicted him of gross indecency 
under an 1885 law that targeted homo-
sexual men.

“This play brings to light a heart-
wrenching chapter from LGBT history that 
very few are even aware of,” Mark Allen, 
who plays Turing, told baltimore out-
loud. “However, it also serves to vividly 
demonstrate how far we as a society have 
progressed. I have learned so much from 
this play and I am honored to be able to 
share this brilliant man’s story with oth-
ers.”

Performances run Saturday and Sun-
day, November 9 and 10, at 1 p.m.; Friday 
November 15 at 7 p.m.; and Saturday, No-
vember 16 at 1 p.m. Admission to break-
ing the code is free but reservations are 
highly recommended, at Apltheater.event-
brite.com. t

Breaking the Code 
Chronicles Gay War 
Hero Alan Turing

alan turing
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songs which is, of course, due to Jerry 
herman. have you ever had a chance to 
meet Jerry?

SS: Oh, yes, Jerry is a friend of mine. 
His number is in my cell phone. He’s the 
reason I’m doing this. He hasn’t let any-
one take this musical out on a national 
tour since Carol Channing. He hasn’t let it 
happen. He gave me the go-ahead. We fell 
love with each other many years ago when 
I did mame. I didn’t play Auntie Mame, I 
played Agnes Gooch. He came to the show 
and said, “You’re the funniest woman I’ve 
ever seen. No one has ever played Agnes 
Gooch the way you played it.” We have 
awards in Los Angeles akin to the Tony 
Awards called the Ovation Awards. That 
year, I won an Ovation Award for Best 
Supporting Actress in a Musical for mame. 
When Jerry Herman said that I could go 
out with dolly I felt like St. Peter had let 
me into the gates of heaven. That’s quite 
a nod.

gS: that definitely speaks to your 
talent. have you ever met any of the pre-
vious Dollys, including Carol Channing, 
Pearl Bailey or Barbra Streisand?

SS: I’ve met and dined with and hung 
out with Carol Channing. I saw Pearl Bai-
ley do it, but never met her. Those are the 
two that I saw play the role.

gS: are you, like Dolly, a woman 
who arranges things?

SS: I am! I’m a bit of that myself. There 
are two couples that I know of, so far, that 
are married because I introduced them. 
There are lots of other people (I’ve gotten) 
together. I also take people into my house 
to give them a place to live, so my house 
is always full. I get myself involved in a lot 
of people’s lives in a way to try and help 
them.

gS: that’s wonderful.
SS: Oh, my God! It’s so much fun! My 

sister said to me once, “How can you stand 
it with all those people in your house? 
Don’t you need alone time? Don’t you need 
your own space?” I said, “I have eternity 
to be alone in the grave. While I’m alive, I 
want to be around people. I want it to be a 
party every day.”

gS: which do you think is more reli-
able, a matchmaker or an online dating 
website?

SS: Never having used either and not 
owning a computer, I can’t tell you. Al-
though I have been to weddings of people 
who met online. I say try both. Nowadays, a 
human matchmaker will probably cost you 
quite a bit of money if they’re any good. I 
don’t know what an online dating service 

By gregg ShaPirO
When you hear the name Sally Struthers, 
there are probably a few images that come 
to mind. The most immediate one is most 
likely the role that made fledgling actress 
Struthers famous, that of Gloria Stivic, wife 
of Mike (Rob Reiner) and daughter of Ar-
chie (Carroll O’Connor) and Edith Bunker 
(Jean Stapleton) on the groundbreaking 
1970s sitcom all in the Family. As one of 
the voices of reason and compassion in 
the racist / sexist / homophobic Bunker 
homestead, Gloria often had a profound 
effect on both the audience and her father. 
Her friendship with a gay man in an early 
episode of the series is just one example. 

In recent years, Struthers has divid-
ed her time between TV series (Gilmore 
Girls and Still Standing) and stage work. 
Currently, Struthers is touring the coun-
try in Jerry Herman-sanctioned lead role 
of matchmaker Dolly Levi in the award-
winning music Hello, dolly! I spoke with 
Struthers in October 2013 about her dolly, 
her career and her life. 

gregg Shapiro: Sally, you have pre-
viously played Dolly Levi on stage in 
other productions of Hello, Dolly! what 
do you enjoy most about playing the 
character?

Sally Struthers: Oh, my goodness, 
Dolly Levi in Hello, dolly! is one of the best 
roles ever written for a woman in the Amer-
ican theater. Dolly Levi gets to be brilliant 
and sassy and meddling and adorable and 
sing seven songs and manipulate a man 
into proposing to her and make other peo-
ple fall in love and dress in beautiful close 
and have lots of monologues. It’s a chal-
lenge to learn and once you’ve learned it 
it’s in there for life. It’s brilliant! The words 
are brilliant, the lyrics are brilliant. It’s such 
an entertaining show. There are so many 
beautiful people on stage dancing and 
singing “memorable” songs!

gS: you mentioned that Dolly sings 
seven songs. Do you have a favorite 
song that you get to sing as Dolly?

SS: I think my favorite one to sing is 
actually in the second act. It’s “So Long 
Dearie.” She’s with Horace Vandergelder. 
He’s being held at the jail and she’s alone 
with him. The officers have brought her in 
to see Horace who has been arrested. She 
tells him that he’s pretty much lost every-
thing and she’s saying so long to him. It’s 
a very sassy vaudeville kind of song done 
with a straw hat and a cane. It’s really fun 
to sing.

gS: you also mentioned that the 
show has as you put it “memorable” 

Hello, Sally! An Interview with Sally Struthers
costs, but it’s got to be cheaper than a hu-
man being. I just think, get your friends 
to keep introducing you to people. That 
doesn’t cost anything. Tell your friends you 
want to meet someone.

gS: that sounds like good advice. 
you mentioned your friendship with Jer-
ry and with all 
of your theater 
work, i would 
imagine that 
you’ve prob-
ably developed 
a following in 
the LgBt com-
munity. is that 
something of 
which you are 
aware?

SS: I know in 
my own personal 
life that I have 
as many friends 
that are LGBT 
as I do straight. 
If that translates 
into fans, as 
well, who enjoy 
it when I work, 
then I’m thrilled. 
I learned this 
song in Bible 
school, “Jesus 
loves the little 
children, all the 
children of the 
world, red and 
yellow, black and 
white, LGBT and everything else.” Em-
brace them all and they will embrace you 
back. That’s my motto. I don’t understand 
people that are afraid of other people! Be-
cause of their sexual persuasion or the 
color of their skin – what’s the matter with 
them? We all breathe the same, we all lay 
down to sleep, we all chew our food the 
same. What’s wrong with people? I get 
so disappointed in people that are nar-
row-minded. I know they’re probably that 
way because they were raised by narrow 
minded people. You learn bigotry on the 
knee of your parents. I still get disappoint-
ed in this day and age with all the books 
and newspapers and television shows 
and films we have to enlighten people that 
people don’t change, they don’t open up.

gS: a 1971 episode of All In The 
Family, a groundbreaking sitcom in 
which you co-starred and won a couple 
of emmys for portraying the character 
of gloria, was one of the first shows in 

Sally Struthers

prime time to feature a gay character. 
at the time, did you have any idea of 
the significance that episode would 
have?

SS: I was just a young, naïve kid from 
Portland, Oregon, who landed this role. 
I had never heard of these racial slurs, 
epithets. I would sit in the rehearsal hall 
on Monday mornings when we read the 

script dialog for that week. 
Archie would say these 
words and I would say, 
“What does that mean?” 
I was told, “That’s what 
some people use as a de-
rogatory term for a Span-
ish person or an Italian 
person or an Irish person 
or a black person.” I’d say, 
“Well, I’ve never heard 
that in my life in Portland, 
Oregon. I come from a 
nice Lutheran Norwegian 
family. We don’t dislike 
anybody.” No, I didn’t un-
derstand the significance 
of any of it until I was way 
past it. I had to be in my 
30s, 40s, 50s to look back 
and see just how ground-
breaking that show was 
and therefore how fortu-
nate I was to be a small 
part of it. It’s dumbfound-
ing to me. I still will open 
a newspaper in any city 
I’m in and immediately go 
to the crossword puzzle 
page and sometimes it’ll 
say, “Actress who played 

Gloria on all in the Family,” and I go, “Oh, 
my God! I’m in the crossword puzzle.” My 
daughter, who is 34 years old now, when 
she was in elementary school you didn’t 
look things up on the computer, you had 
Encyclopedia Britannica and I bought her 
a set. One day she was writing a report 
in her room and she screamed, “Mom!” I 
came running and asked her what was the 
matter and she said “Look.” She opened 
it up to T and under television there was 
a picture of the four of us from all in the 
Family. She said, “You’re in the encyclo-
pedia!” [laughs]. Who knew?

gS: i know that you will be on tour 
with Dolly for a number of months, but 
are there other projects that you have 
in the works that you’d like to mention?

SS: I wrote my own one-woman show, 
life is Short and So am i, and I’ve been 
doing that in quite a few places. I won’t be 
able to do it now until April, 2014. But it’s 
been really fun to do. t

alan turing
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Your enjoyment of bad Grandpa will 
entirely depend on how high your toler-
ance level is for being offended. The film 
runs the gamut from Billy making inappro-
priate comments to various people (he in-
sists on calling a woman who works at an 
adult bookstore a hooker, and he decides 
her name is Cinnamon) to Irving having a 
very unfortunate accident in a diner. Yes, 
the shit literally hits the wall. It’s crass and 
tasteless, but it’s also damned funny as 
well (if you’re prone to laugh at that kind of 
thing). Some of the other highlights include 
Irving deciding to join in on a male strip 
show and completely horrifying the patrons 
of the bar with his very low hanging fruit, 
grandma’s funeral, and Billy being entered 
into a Little Miss pageant and breaking 
into a pole dancing number, horrifying the 
moms in the audience. What’s most shock-
ing is how great Billy is at pole dancing. It’s 
a priceless moment.

Through all the hidden camera hi-jinks, 
the film manages to stick to its storyline, 
keeping Knoxville and the boy (Jack-
son Nicoll) in character when they’re not 
pranking the unsuspecting locals. There 
are actually some heartwarming moments 

By ChUCK DUnCan 
If you’re a fan of the Jackass franchise, 
then you have more than likely seen John-
ny Knoxville covered in old age prosthetics 
to portray the dirty old man Irving Zisman. 
Irving is known for making lewd comments 
to unsuspecting ladies, crashing through 
plate glass windows and generally causing 
some kind of mayhem for the hidden cam-
eras. It’s like an R-rated version of betty 
White’s off their rockers.

Now that the Jackass crew has gotten 
a bit older and more fragile – and the death 
of Ryan Dunn still hovers over the group 
– they may have decided to stop torturing 
each other with insane practical jokes, but 
that hasn’t stopped Knoxville from bringing 
Irving to the big screen in his own feature 
film, bad Grandpa. In the movie, which 
actually has a bit of a plot rather than a 
random stringing-together of stunts and 
pranks, Irving’s wife has just passed away, 
his daughter is off to jail and grandson Billy 
needs transportation to North Carolina to 
live with his dad. The only affordable trans-
port is Irving, so they put grandma in the 
trunk and head eastward, causing various 
forms of mayhem along the way.

Bad Grandpa is a Hilarious Serving of Irving
between the two as Billy keeps trying to 
convince his grandpa that he’d rather stay 
with him than go live with his dad (who 
is a real piece of work, seeing Billy only 
as a monthly paycheck from the govern-
ment). When Irving finally leaves Billy with 

his dad, you may find yourself even more 
surprised at how emotional the scene is. 
There is also a wonderfully funny mo-
ment that appears to be an unscripted bit 

as Jackson makes a comment that totally 
cracks Knoxville up.

bad Grandpa is basically a hidden 
camera movie with a plot. While you’re 
watching the pranks unfold, you’re left 
wondering how the people reacted when 
it was revealed that they were unwitting 
participants in an elaborate prank. Thank-
fully, those questions are answered during 
the end credits as all of the major targets 
are let in on the joke. It’s not something 
you normally see in these hidden camera 
movies, made popular by Sasha Baron 
Cohen, but it’s fun to see how people re-
act when they realize the old man is John-
ny Knoxville and the sense of relief they 
have when they realize what they just wit-
nessed was not a crazy old man causing 
such mayhem.

The movie as a whole is a little hit-
and-miss, but most of the major prank 
scenes will have you gasping for air and 
wiping away tears of laughter. It’s definitely 
not for everyone – and you know who you 
are – but if you can get past some of the 
more risqué moments, you’ll find that bad 
Grandpa makes for some big laughs and a 
good night at the movies. t

TobysDinnerTheatre.com • RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY!

Based on availability. Due to the nature of theatre bookings, all shows, dates and times are subject to change.

11/14/14 - 2/22/159/5/14 - 11/9/146/26/14 - 8/31/143/28/14 - 6/22/141/11/14 - 3/23/14Through January 5

Perfect Gift Ideas for the office, family and friends!
TOBY’S DINNER THEATRE OF COLUMBIA • 5900 Symphony Woods Road  •  410-730-8311

Subscriptions • Single Tickets • Gift Certificates
2014 SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGE

$159 for 4 Tickets - Dinner and Show
Coupon book which includes one FREE adult admission. Good for the first

two weeks of the five 2014 shows....plus many more money saving coupons.

Holiday Gift Certificates
(Valid 1/2 until 3/2/2014)

Children's Gift Certificates &
Custom Gift Certificates



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  NOVEMBER 1, 2013  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  19 

By gregg ShaPirO
After detours into blues (blood, bones & baltimore), Latin 
music (tango), and other genres, disappear fear, led by 
the versatile SONiA, returns with its best album in years, 
broken Film (disappearfear.com). Incorporating politics 
and social commentary in her distinctive style, SONiA 
takes on family (“Farmland and The Sky,” the title cut), 
spirituality (“Ari Ari”), and, of course, love (the anthemic 
“Love Out Oud” and “L Kol L Vavcha” – which is partially 
sung in Hebrew). But the album’s high point is the breath-
taking “The Banker,” in which SONiA deftly addresses the 
impact of the financial crisis with wisdom, sensitivity, and 
fury.

Bi-singer/songwriter Ezra Furman includes a quote 
by trans writer/activist Kate Bornstein in the liner notes 
of his new disc day of the dog (Bar None), credited to 
Furman “with his band The Boy-Friends.” Considered to 
be the suburban-Chicago Bob Dylan of his generation, 
Furman wastes no time whipping us into a frenzy on “I 
Wanna Destroy Myself,” which combines the garage heat 
of Hunx & His Punx with the Violent Femmes. “Tell ‘Em 
All to Go to Hell” is a slicked back rockabilly rouser. “My 
Zero” is easily one of Furman’s catchiest and most pop-
friendly tunes. Listening to day of the dog is a little like 
walking through the pound and looking at all the pooches 
in cages, each with its own distinctive personality. There’s 
the fierce “Maybe God Is a Train,” the affectionate “Been 

sence, his playing is sensational and not buried under dis-
tracting production. Just listen to “Oscar Wilde Gets Out,” 
one of the best songs on the album, which is a reminder 
of the way Elton first made us swoon many years ago. 
His piano playing is also on fine display in “The Ballad of 
Blind Tom,” “My Quicksand,” “Home Again,” and “The New 
Fever Waltz.” While he deserves to be commended for 
making move as daring as this, he hasn’t had a hit single 
in a while, and may not have one on the diving board, 
although “Can’t Stay Alone Tonight” does recall some of 
Elton’s 80s hits.

Is there anything more thrilling than connecting with 
a band and following it from its first album to its latest, 
charting its evolution and growth? A melding of Tegan and 
Sara, Le Tigre and Luscious Jackson, the queer Portland 
band Lovers has been through a series of incarnations in 
its more than ten years of existence. A trio since 2010’s 
dark light, Lovers delivers on the promise of that record 
with the brilliant a Friend in the World (Badman). Aurally 
delightful, Lovers finds space for acoustic and electronic 
soundscapes, exemplified on “Girl in the Grass,” increas-
ing the overall appeal. Equally adept at a dance track such 
as the amazing “The Modern Art Museum of the Modern 
Kiss Goodbye” as they are at the funky strut of “Oh Yeah,” 
the dreamy pop of “Lavender Light” and the subtle electro 
of “James Baldwin & the Diagonal Trance,” Lovers gives 
the listener plenty of reasons for fall in love with them.

Of course, there are many more LGBT artists out there. 
The prolific Eric Himan (who recently scored an opening 

So Strange” (dig that 
brass) and “Slacker/Adria,” 
which is the kind of mixed-

breed that stops people in their 
tracks.

The subject of Lily Keber’s 
fascinating doc bayou maharaj: 
the tragic Genius of James 
booker, the late, queer New 
Orleans piano legend James 
Booker was both a genius and 
tragic. A gifted performer with a 
serious substance abuse prob-
lem, Booker, who died at 43 
in 1983, was so unpredictable 
when it came to recording, that 

he only made a few studio albums. One of them, classi-
fied, is considered to be his masterwork. Reissued in time 
to coincide with the release of the doc, classified: re-
mixed and expanded (Rounder) is an exceptional 22-track 
crash course in Booker. Almost half of the songs are previ-
ously unreleased, including the extraordinary Booker orig-
inal “I’m Not Sayin’,” which says plenty about his talent.

A pianist and performer as flamboyant and talented as 
James Booker, Elton John also battled his demons. For-
tunately for him, he was able to overcome the obstacles 
and is still here with us today. Elton John’s new album 
the diving board (Capitol) finds the piano man re-teamed 
with T Bone Burnett (who produced EJ’s collaboration disc 
with Leon Russell), for an admirable return to form. In es-

iMusic: Queer all Year
LiveLy artS // MUSIC

—continued on page 20
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Fred. Simon (Emmanuel Schwartz) a.k.a. 
Baby Rose, who comes to Laurence’s res-
cue when he hits bottom, introduces him to 
the colorful Mama Rose (Catherine Bégin) 
and her coterie of misfits – Auntie Rose 
(Perrette Souplex), Shookie Rose (Patricia 
Tulasne), and Dada Rose 
(Dada Rose ). These “clos-
eted queers who’ll merrily 
dump wife, kids and cat in 
Oregon” to be in show biz 
and run an antiques ware-
house, allow Laurence to 
come into her own.

But as this is happen-
ing, Fred is losing her grip. 
The movie’s centerpiece, a 
scene in which Fred comes 
to Laurence’s defense and 
goes off on an obnoxious 
waitress, is nothing short 

of riveting. 
Shortly thereafter, realizing 
the futility of their relation-
ship, Fred ventures out on 
her own, attempting to re-
claim her identity. She be-
gins by making a stellar 
entrance at a ball, like Cin-
derella, where she meets 
Albert (David Savard) and 
then moves out of where 
she has been living with 
Laurence.

But Laurence can’t leave 
well enough alone. Even 
though he is living with 
Charlotte (Magalie Lépine-
Blondeau), he remains ob-
sessed with Fred and begins 
spying on her where she has 
started a new life in 1995, 
married to Albert and mother 
to young son Leo. He even 
goes so far as to send Fred 

a copy of his new book of poems, which 
has the desired effect. Fred writes Lau-
rence a letter indicating that she still has 
feelings for him which is, unfortunately in-
tercepted by Charlotte, bringing their rela-
tionship to an end.

More or less picking up where they 
left off, Laurence asks Fred to go on a trip 
with him (if you find yourself saying “don’t 
do it,” you aren’t alone) and she agrees. 
Fred is unaware that Laurence has an ul-
terior motive – he wants to meet Fanny 
(Mylène Jampanoï) and Alexander (Jacob 
Tierney), a former same sex couple who 
are adjusting to life following a sex-change 
operation. Meanwhile, Charlotte takes the 

By gregg ShaPirO
Long queer films – nearing and surpass-
ing the three hour mark – are all the rage. 
From the gay dads in in the Family (169 
minutes) to the lesbian couple in blue is 
the Warmest color (179 minutes), audienc-
es are making a time commitment when it 
comes to queer cinema. You can also add 
the 168 minute laurence anyways (Break-
ing Glass) to that list. Xavier Dolan, whose 
previous works include i Killed my mother 
and Heartbeats, both of which must be 
seen, goes for an urban trans epic set at 
the dawn of the new millennium about a 
pair of star-crossed outcasts, Laurence 
(Melvil Poupaud) and Frederique aka Fred 
(Suzanne Clément, who steals every scene 
in which she appears), and succeeds.

We learn about their relationship dur-
ing a mostly off-screen 1999 interview 
between Laurence and a journalist (Susie 
Almgren). Lau-
rence and Fred 
“meet cute” on a 
movie set where 
Fred works in the 
late 1980s. Lau-
rence is a col-
lege lit prof and 
a writer. In fact, 
Laurence wins a 
prestigious liter-
ary award while 
in his mid-30s. 
The couple has 
an offbeat rela-
tionship, involv-
ing doing quirky 
things in drive-
thru car washes 
and going club-
bing. But Lau-
rence tells Fred 
he’s “dying,” that 
he wants to be-
come the woman he was born to be. So 
begins Laurence and Fred’s trans journey.

The people in Laurence’s life, including 
Fred and Laurence’s mother Julienne (Na-
thalie Baye), as well as his colleagues on 
the faculty, support him in their own ways. 
Fred, for instance, buys Laurence a wig. 
But shortly after he begins coming to class 
in drag, he is fired. What Dolan does so 
effortlessly here is illustrate that Laurence 
isn’t the only one struggling, a fact that 
often goes overlooked when a person is 
making a life-changing transition.

Fortunately for Laurence, he finds an 
extended community in the Pink Club gang, 
who are even bigger outcasts than him or 

Newman and New Woman opportunity to spill the beans about Fred 
and Laurence to Albert. All of this leads to 
a blowout between Laurence and Fred, in 
which she finally declares that she won’t 
“fuck up” her life so he can find himself.

In addition to inventive and effective 
storytelling, Dolan also gives the viewer 
something stunning to look at. His use of 
lighting and other visual effects elevate 

the film to another level entirely. 
The performances, especially 
Clément’s, are fantastic. Bonus 
features on the deluxe two-disc 
Blu-ray/DVD edition include de-
leted scenes and more.

Almost no one is who or 
what they say they are in the 
well-meaning, but flawed, in-
die arthur Newman (Cinedigm/
Vertebra). With three thousand 
dollars cash, former FedEx floor 
manager and once-promising 
golfer Wallace (Colin Firth) buys 
a new identity as Arthur New-
man. Before going to a Florida 

beach to fake his own death, he says 
goodbye to mousy girlfriend Mina (Anne 
Heche) and indifferent 13-year-old son 
Kevin (Lucas Hedges).

Just as he’s about to start anew, head-
ing for Terra Haute, Indiana, to follow-up 
on a potential job lead as a country club 
golf pro, he crosses paths with the trou-
bled Mike (Emily Blunt). Arthur witnesses 
Mike’s arrest for car theft after he checks 
into a motel. When she shows up at the 
motel pool, strung out on cough syrup, 
Arthur brings her to a hospital emergency 
room and from there on they are inextrica-
bly linked. 

The pair gets better acquainted over 
the course of their journey. Mike discovers 
Arthur’s true identity. Arthur discovers that 
Mike (not her real name) is really Char-
lotte, Mike’s identical twin sister. Mike, as it 
turns out, is in a psych ward in North Caro-
lina. Proceeding with caution, they begin a 

An Independent Voice For The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual And Transgender Communities

Baltimore OUTloud is Coming to
The Frederick Area!

To advertise in these local 
areas call Baltimore OUTloud

1-410-802-1310

Watch for our Distribution Locations!

iMUSiC: the gayeSt 
SOUnDS

– continued from page 22

sexual relationship. They also perpetrate 
a string of home invasions in which they 
briefly become the people whose homes 
they occupy.

Meanwhile, back in Florida, Mina and 
Kevin become better acquainted. They 
share memories and thoughts of Wallace, 
none of which are particularly flattering, 
as they come to terms with the fact that 
he might be gone for good. As Mina and 
Kevin learn from each other, so do Arthur 
and Mike, making this a movie that is as 
much about identity as it is about what 
others can teach us. Unfortunately, no one 
is at their best here – not Firth, not Blunt. 
Surprisingly, it’s Heche, whose understat-
ed performance is the most compelling, 
who makes the best impression. The DVD 
bonus feature is a behind-the-scenes fea-
turette. t

slot for Patty Griffin!) delivers his most 
soulful recording on Gracefully (Thumb-
crown). Making the most of Ryan Tedder’s 
sassy horn arrangements and the talents 
of backing vocalists Tylisha Oliver and 
Tina Phillips, Himan, on Rhodes and piano, 
gracefully and smoothly enters soul reviv-
alist territory on “Red Hot Tears,” “The Only 
Way,” “Hard To Please” and “Call Yourself 
A Friend.” Lesbian folk legend Linq returns 
with disconnect (Linqmusic.com) consist-
ing of songs featuring her unique perspec-
tive on contemporary society and culture, 
including “Seneca Falls to Selma,” “Patri-
arch (Apron Strings),” “Pillow,” “Oh Bully,” 
and the title cut. Queer rapper Young Kaii, 
who has proclaimed “herself as the new 
LGBT artist of the year,” has her say on 
this is love (Iamyoungkaii.com), including 
the suggestive “Everytime” and “Juliett.” t
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Whew! – This has been a rough two weeks 
and I have the hangover to prove it! I hope 
you all enjoyed your Halloween, I know I 
did. Now let’s see what events are coming 
up that we can all enjoy… 

November 1st – the Lodge (21614 
National Pike, Boonsboro, Maryland) is 
throwing “Monsters Ball,” A Halloween Drag 
Show Production. Just $3 before 10 p.m. 
and $5 after, the show starts at 10:30 p.m. 
with Performances by: Nicole James, Araya 
Sparxxxx, Ashley Bannks, and many more! 
Dj Keith Hoffman is spinning the tunes be-
fore and after the show. 

November 3rd – Sha’teesah Alexander 
is hosting a show to benefit AIDS Action 
Baltimore. “The Great Sweet-
hearts AIDS Action Balti-
more Benefit” show will be 
held at the american Le-
gion located at 20 S. Marlyn 
Ave, Essex, Md. 21221. If you 
would like to purchase your 
tickets in advance they are $12 
donation or $20 per couple. You 
can contact Robbie Alexander at 
410-340-7368 or Mark Hunter at 
410-419-9844.

On Wednesday, November 6- 
Nicole James Presents “Illusions: A Hump 
Night Show” at the Lodge with DJ Side-
Kick. Showtime is 10:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 7 – “1st Thurs-
days Martini Social” at Dreamland, 1013 N 
Charles St., Baltimore 21201. Each month 
Maurice and gang host a FREE gathering 
featuring various Baltimore’s local enter-
tainers monthly. This month’s entertain-
ment provided by: Victoria Blair, Anita Min-
nett, Heather-Marie Thomas and Jezzi-Bell 
Devine.

Friday November 8 – the Universal 
nightlife & entertainment Center (6809 
Belair Road Baltimore) and Jordan Enter-
prises bring to Maryland the very “first Mr. 
and Miss Gay Maryland United States Pag-
eant” Tickets are $13 per person or $25 per 
couple (at the door), $10 in advance, and 
can be obtained at Overleaevents.com.

Saturday, November 9 – Shawnna Al-
exander & Queen of Pride 2014, Ganivah 
Cache Sephora, are holding a benefit for 
their Thanksgiving Day event – Feeding 
the LGBT Youth. The event is being held at 
Metropolitan Community Church of Balti-
more, 401 W. Monument Street, Baltimore 
from 5 to 8 p.m. For more information, con-
tact Ganivah Cache Sephora or Shawnna 
Alexander on Facebook. 

Also, November 9– Pw’s Sportsbar 
(9855 Washington Boulevard North, Laurel) 
is hosting a Benefit for Maryland Exquisite 
Pageantry System and The Lupus Founda-
tion. This is a new pageant system to Mary-
land. The system is charity-based, giving 
back to our community and it has proven to 
be a very promising national pageant. As al-
ways at PW’s there is no cover.

On November 10, Drag Queen Bingo re-
turns to the Club (5268 Williamsport Pike / 
Route 11, Martinsburg, West Virginia) This 
event is a benefit to help all of the West Vir-
ginia United States title holders to go on to 
nationals! Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo starts 
at 6 p.m. $5 Door entry/bingo pay per play 
with many prizes

November 11– Josie Foster is hosting 
h e r weekly “Spotlight Drag Show” in 

the saloon side of Club hippo. No 
cover for this event. 

Speaking of Club hippo, No-
vember 15– Josie will once again 
be hosting “Baltimore New Fac-
es.” Doors open at 10 p.m. and 
show starts at 11 p.m.

On Friday, November 15, 
the Lodge is bringing some-
thing different to the stage… 
Cashetta’s Psychic Cabaret 
– A night of comedy, magic 

and psychic readings. Show starts at 
10:30 p.m. with a $3 before 10 p.m. / $5 af-
ter 10 p.m. 

A bit ahead of schedule, but certainly 
something to plan for, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16 – Leons / Triple LLL is having their 
“3rd Annual Thanksgiving Show” hosted by 
none other than yours truly. Showtime is 10 
p.m. There is no cover for this annual event; 
however, the donation of any non-perish-
able goods is greatly appreciated! The col-
lected goods will be donated to Shawnna 
Alexander and Ganivah Cache Sephora’s 
“Feeding the LGBTQ Youth” Dinner for the 
LGBTQ youth who may not have anywhere 
to go for Thanksgiving. 

That’s all I have for this issue. Please 
remember this upcoming holiday season 
that we are all part of a community and that 
family is not always biological, but can be 
chosen as well! I hope to see you all out & 
about! t

Stage
Drag

Ada Buffet

A Charitable 
November

LiveLy artS 

As I’m putting the finishing touches on 
“Rage!” the next installment in my “Noth-
ing Can Tear Us Apart” series that drops 
on January 8, I’m thinking a lot about Mr. 
Essex Hemphill. 

Just who was Essex? Well, 
he’s one my greatest literary in-
fluences. But most importantly, 
he was a cherished friend who 
left us all much too soon. 

Despite a relatively short 
literary career, Hemphill is ar-
guably the most critically ac-
claimed and best-known con-
temporary openly gay African 
American poet and author. He 
helped shatter the silence sur-
rounding gay black experienc-
es, and empowered other gay black men 
to find their voices. AIDS snatched this 
ahead-of-his-time, literary genius away 
from us much too prematurely – denying 
us of all the rich gifts I’m sure he wanted 
to share. 

Essex would’ve turned 56 this year. 
For those who don’t know of him, let me 
introduce you to the man who’s such an ir-
refutable force in shaping and popularizing 
modern LGBTQ literature as a whole. 

Born in Chicago on April 16, 1957, 
Essex grew up in Washington, D.C. He 
began writing poetry when he was 14. “I 
started writing about and addressing my 
homosexuality because it wasn’t there in 
the black text,” he recalled. “And I needed 
something to be there to validate that my 
experience was real for me.”

Essex earned a bachelor of arts de-
gree in English at the University of the 
District of Columbia. Believing that poetry 
should be heard, he regularly performed 
his work, often in collaboration with other 
D.C. African-American gay and lesbian 
artists. In 1983, he, Wayson Jones and 
Larry Duckette teamed to create cinque, 
a performance poetry group that combined 
cutting-edge political verse, vivid imagery 
about gay black life, and tightly woven har-

monies. 
Quickly, the group amassed a loyal 

following. And on one sweltering summer 
evening in 1985, I attended one of Essex’s 
performances, which was absolutely mes-
merizing – and full of raw sexuality! 

Cinque’s poetic style gained national 
attention in the next few years. Today, 
“poetry slams” are mainstream. Essex in-
troduced this art form in a profound way 
– developing and fashioning it. He gave it 
crucial visibility.

In the 1980s, very few publishers were 
interested in the works of openly gay Af-
rican-American writers. Well, Essex didn’t 
wait for them to “come around.” Instead, 
he self-published his first two collections 
of poetry, “earth life” (1985) and “condi-
tions” (1986). His profile continued to rise 
after contributing to various anthologies 

and publications including the 
advocate, essence, obsidian, 
and Gay community News. 

After his close friend Joseph 
Beam succumbed to AIDS in 
1988, Essex moved to Phila-
delphia to complete Beam’s an-
thology, brother to brother: New 
Writings by Gay black men. 
Published in 1991, it won a 
Lambda Literary Award, garner-
ing widespread literary acclaim.

The next year, a major 
publisher released Essex’s ceremonies: 
Prose and Poetry, which won the Ameri-
can Library Association’s Gay and Lesbian 
Book Award in Literature. ceremonies 
provided powerful insights into the con-
structions of race, gender, and sexuality in 
America. The topics it addressed included 
the sexual objectification of black men in 
white gay culture.

The year 1993 was a virtual bonanza 
for Essex: he received a Pew Charitable 
Trust Fellowship in the Arts, and the Em-
ery S. Hetrick Award for community-based 
activism from the Hetrick-Martin Institute. 
And, he became a visiting scholar at Santa 
Monica, California’s Getty Center for the 
History of Art and the Humanities.

After battling AIDS for several years, 
Essex passed away on November 4, 1995 
in Philadelphia. He was 38.

I will always be thankful to Essex for 
helping shape me into the artist I’ve be-
come. But again, most importantly, I am 
thankful for being able to call him friend. t

Wyatt o’brian evans is a journalist, au-
thor, instructor, and motivational speaker.  
His bylines have appeared in print and on 
line media outlets  including the Huffington 
Post, bilerico, washiNGtoN Post, Qbliss, and 
american Politics. 
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reaL eState

By JeFF haMMerBerg 
We asked a couple of gay real estate pro-
fessionals from different areas to give us 
tips on how to buy a home from acquisition 
to a satisfactory move-in. A lot of advice 
was offered to us and we decided to pro-
vide the best tips relevant to our readers.

get the right agent – A great agent 
is essential in the process of acquiring a 
home. You need check out sites like Gay-
RealEstate.com to find atop gay realtor 
and also carry out interviews of a couple 
to establish the right candidate for the job. 
Once you identify the right person, ensure 
they are willing and able to communicate 
to you in the way that you want be it email, 
text or anything else.

Make sure you are pre-approved for 
a loan – According to Denver gay realtor 
Merlin Parker, having a preapproval letter 
or lack of one for that matter may mean 
getting or missing on a perfect home own-
ership opportunity. Being approved for a 
loan makes you more confident and real-
istic about prices and also keeps you one 
step ahead of other home buyers.

avoid looking at too many homes – 
Looking at too many homes will only make 
you overwhelmed and leave you confused 
– yes, you should see every home in your 
price range that fit in your parameters of 
size, location, construction, etc., but don’t 
make yourself crazy by trying to see ev-
ery home on the market, in any location. 
Make a list of the things you consider 
must-haves and those you consider luxu-
ries. Narrow the search down by “com-
mute time to work,” recreational outlets, 
church, and other items of importance.

Be open minded – Many buyers set 
out looking for “the perfect house” only to 
realize that the features they desire in a 
house are only found in a very old mid-
century ranch, not the brand new con-
struction specified. It is important to stay 
open minded and open to suggestions 
from your agent, who may have a better 
idea of what would work for you and your 
desires.

after you find a home, learn the 
neighborhood – According to gay real-
tor Jeff Hammerberg, it is important to go 
back to the streets where you have found 
a potential candidate at different times of 
the day to get a feel for the vibe of the 
neighborhood. Since a significant part of 
your life in that neighborhood will revolve 
around the neighborhood itself, and ame-

Home Buying Tips from Gay 
Real Estate Professionals

nities offered ~ it’s great to be clear about 
your new neighborhood: Walking trails, li-
brary, shopping, neighborhood activities/
newsletter?

Do not buy without a home inspec-
tion – It is imperative to get the home 
you intend to buy inspected by certified 
inspectors. A home inspector can look 
at everything top to bottom ~ if you have 
additional concerns hire an expert in 
“structural / electrical / roof / furnace / AC 
/ mold / insects.” Never rely on the aes-
thetics alone.

Speak up if you don’t understand 
something – If you do not understand 
any part of the home buying/inspection 
process and paperwork, you should feel 
free to ask. In as much as the agent will 
have handled the whole process for you 
(and with you) you should avoid signing 
documents that you do not understand, 
as they may come back to haunt you.

Submit your highest and best offer 
upfront – In cases where the market is 
doing really well, a lot of the properties 
listed for sale will receive multiple offers. 
Give a realistic offer supported by compa-
rable sales – your agent will provide and 
review this data with you prior to submit-
ting an offer.

Be ready to compromise – – In this 
market, a winning bid may have to be tai-
lored to fit the seller’s needs. You should 
not lose a house you like over something 
trivial like appliances, a light fixture, or an 
extended or expedited closing. It is the 
big things such as the neighborhood, size 
and layout that matter when you want a 
house.

Do not get emotional – Irrespective 
of how attracted you are to a house, you 
should not be pushed beyond your bud-
get. 

Do not push yourself beyond reason-
able limits, and ensure you work with 
people you are comfortable with. Also 
make sure you have a backup house that 
you like as this may reduce the excite-
ment and the tension associated with get-
ting a home. t

author Jeff Hammerberg is a gay real-
tor and Founding ceo of Gayrealestate.
com ~ offering Free instant access to 
the Nation’s top Gay, lesbian and Gay 
Friendly realtors coast to coast. Free 
buyers representation ~ Free relocation 
Kit to any city, uSa ~ Free Sellers market 
analysis for home sellers.

yOUr MOney

By wOODy DerriCKS
It’s getting to be that time of year. If you 
haven’t already, you should soon receive 
your 2014 employee benefit options from 
your employer. These options typically in-
clude selecting a health insurance plan, 
dental, and vision coverage. Your employ-
er may also provide for things such as life 
insurance, disability insurance, and/or a 
flexible spending account (FSA). Because 
you have to wait a full year before you can 
change your mind, it’s important to take care 
with your elections.

Life insurance – Employers often pro-
vide some sort of basic insurance coverage. 
This could be $50,000 or some multiple of 
your salary. They may also provide optional 
coverage that comes at your expense.

Optional group life insurance is usually 
some sort of term insurance that provides 
a death benefit to your elected beneficiary 
while you’re employed. This coverage will 
likely come in amounts that are multiples 
of your salary. The coverage typically ends 
when you leave your employer or retire.

Because this is group insurance, the 
insurance company provides coverage at a 
blanket cost based on age, not health. Due 
to this, the insurance may come at a cost 
that is higher for healthy individuals and 
cheaper for smokers or people with health 
issues. You may also find that your premium 
goes up in bands (meaning that it increases 
as you reach ages such as 35, 40, 45, 50, 
etc.).

Having some sort of life insurance is im-
portant for most people. After you determine 
the correct amount of coverage to purchase, 
you may want to weigh the costs of purchas-
ing insurance on your own versus having 
coverage through your employer. Again, this 
is because the coverage may increase in 
cost every five years and that it may end af-
ter you leave your company’s employment.

Disability insurance – Your employer 
may also offer disability insurance. If they 
do, you may find that they provide a short-
term plan for you. That plan may cover you 
should you become sick or disabled for a 
period of time that exceeds your personal 
leave. The plan often starts to pay some 
percentage (likely 60% or so) of your salary 
for 90 to 180 days. Because your employer 
is paying for this coverage, it will be taxed to 
you as ordinary income.

Your employer may also offer the option 
of purchasing long-term disability insurance. 
This would provide coverage after the short-
term period ends though age 65 at a rate of 
somewhere around 60% of your current pay. 
You may be provided with the option to pay 

Employee Benefit Options
for your premium pre tax or after tax. If you 
elect to pay pre tax, you will get a tax break 
on the premium payments, but pay income 
taxes on any benefits you receive. If you 
elect to pay your premiums with after-tax 
dollars and you are paying the full amount 
(not employer subsidized), you will likely re-
ceive benefits free of income taxes.

Disability coverage is important to have 
– especially if you are single or the primary 
bread winner in your family. Disability insur-
ance offered through your employer is also 
often inexpensive. Because of this, I gener-
ally recommend that my clients opt for the 
maximum disability benefit that they can re-
ceive through their employer.

Flexible Spending account (FSa) – 
FSA accounts are accounts where you can 
take pre-tax dollars from your pay and your 
employer puts them into a holding bucket. 
When you encounter a medical expense 
that is not covered by your insurance com-
pany, you can submit a claim to your em-
ployer and they will issue you a check.

The FSA should reimburse you for den-
tal expenses, vision expenses, insurance 
deductibles, and co-pays, as well as pur-
chases for over-the-counter medications. 
You are only limited in reimbursements up 
to the amount that you contribute to the FSA 
for the year.

Just as is the case with your other ben-
efits, you cannot change your FSA deduc-
tion after you elect it. If you decide to have 
$1,200 deducted from your pay for the year, 
your employer will take $100 per month 
from you pay and place that into the FSA. 
Later in the year, if you decide that the $100 
a month is not enough or is too much, you 
cannot change your mind.

The other drawback to the FSA is that if 
you do not spend your full deduction for the 
year, you lose it. 

That means if you deducted $1,200 
from your pay, but only used $500, the 
other $700 is forfeited to the FSA company. 
Again, make sure that you make the proper 
election because you cannot change the 
amount later and could lose a portion of 
your savings.

The good news is that the full amount 
you elect to deduct is available to you start-
ing in January. For example, if you opt to 
deduct $1,200 for the year and you have a 
$1,200 or greater medical expense in Feb-
ruary, you should be able to be reimbursed 
for the full amount right away. 

Review your options with your human 
resources department, you financial advi-
sor, and tax professional before finalizing 
your elections. t
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1565 WYNDHAM DRIVE, YORK, PA 17403
ALL BRICK EXTERIOR / GREAT CURB APPEAL

5 BEDROOMS / 7 BATHS
WOOD BURNING FIREPLACE

FABULOUS “ENTERTAINING” FLOOR PLAN
LISTED AT $625,000

“YORK, PA’S MOST PRESTIGOIUS NEIGHBORHOOD”

MLS# 21308283

JGR REALTORS 
Coal Infantino and Ron Rhodes

CallCoalYork@gmail.com or RingRonYork@gmail.com
717-676-5545                               717-578-7821

1499 South Queen St. York, PA 17403
www.jgr.com

Proud to serve the LGBT CommunityProud to serve the LGBT Community

960 FELL ST #704, BALTIMORE, MD 21231
MRIS # 

BA8189434

 
Bill Cassidy

Long & Foster Realtors
O - 410-377-2270

Cell – 443-520-1312
Bill.Cassidy@LNF.com 

Penthouse Residence offering 1745 Square Feet with water views 
from the Living Room, Bedroom & Balcony looking across the chan-
nel to Domino Sugar. Fireplace in Living Room, Built-ins, open floor 
plan & spacious Master Bedroom & Master Bath. Belts Wharf Land-

ing, offers front desk staff, promenade side pool & 2 car parking.

List Price:  
$545,000

We are looking to add to our 
great writing staff for these 

topics and more! 

Are you interested in:
 Sports, Local News, Events or Restaurants
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L’ Hirondelle Club of Ruxton
7611 L’Hirondelle Club Road Ruxton, MD 21204

410.825.2400

Luncheon Wedding Receptions to fit every budget

Create Your Perfect Day

lhirondelle.com
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Additional Support From:

Host Committee: 
Gerry Fisher, Friends of Don Engel, June Horner, Mark Patro, PFLAG 
Baltimore, COMMAND MC, Lucas McCahill, Matt Stegman, Hears & 
Ears, Carlton R. Smith, Stormy Vain

@The Overlea
6809 Bel Air Road

Baltimore, MD, 21206

For tickets or to sponsor 
bmorequeer.org 

343-831-8376 
or scan the QR code

November 2, 2013

Join us at 5PM for a Reception 

with film maker 

Allan Piper & Pat Dwyer 

$25 for Film and Reception

Film to follow reception!
Join us at 6PM for the film

 Married & Counting
$10 for Film Viewing

+ Scenes From a Gay Marriage at 9 PM

“One of the most relevant, 
heart-felt and timely 

documentaries of the year... 
A brilliant gem.” 
-Huffington Post

Invites you to a showcase screening of
MARRIED & COUNTING

Sponsored by
Baltimore OUTloud, Universal Catering & Events and 

Delegate Maggie Mcintosh

B'MORE QUEER FILM FEST

MARRIED & COUNTING

Just to give you a feel for my obsessive-
ness, let me describe to you how I knew I 
was hitting a winning tennis shot. The brick-
layers had placed a large, one-brick, rect-
angular outline within the 40-foot wall using 
a different color brick. To win match point, I 
had to hit the ball against the wall so that it 
bounced back well to the right of the wall’s 
edge, and then I had to run and hit the ball 
back so it struck the lower-right corner of the 
rectangle on the wall. 

Just to be clear: from 30 feet away, while 
running and chasing a rapidly moving ball, I 
had to hit it so that it struck a spot on the wall 
the size of half a brick. As you can imagine, 
I didn’t succeed very often, so I would run 
through the scenario over and over again, 
until the ball hit that exact spot. I really need-
ed that win, that sense of mastery and con-
trol. I wouldn’t allow myself to go home until 
I’d done it successfully.

Many years later as I studied for my 
counseling degree, I 
learned about the Freud-
ian concept of ego de-
fenses. When we feel 
threatened emotionally, 
we select from a few doz-
en responses designed 
to protect our sense of 
ourselves. The basic idea 
is to avoid dysfunctional 
use of these defenses. 

One of the most well-known ego defenses is 
denial: it’s not just a river in Egypt! Another 
one is fantasy, which confused me at the 
time. Don’t we use fantasy to make great 
art and to motivate us? Fantasy’s harmless, 
right?

Well, I’ve come to see how fantasy for 
me has been a mixed bag. For example, fan-
tasy – specifically “wishful thinking” – helped 
to mess up my early dating life. Also, for 
me it’s been a fine line between reasonable 
cruising and a sexual compulsion that would 
keep me up late into the night, exhaust me 
and leave me more frustrated than when I 
began my search.

On the one hand, at the age of 52, I’ve 
built a firm self-esteem and a calm, secure 
life. On the other hand, I’ve recently noticed 
that when I’m bored or feeling like procrasti-
nating, I’ll automatically go back to fantasy, 
checking out guys online. I have some proj-
ects in my real life that could use my atten-
tion, but I still automatically fall back on win-
ning those fantastic, unlikely championships 
in my head.

Fantasy, my dear frenemy. I think it’s 
time that you and I took a time out. I think 
I’d like to see other people. Can we still be 
friends? t

more at baltimorelifecoachgerry.com.

qUaLity OF LiFe

Fantasy, My 
Old Friend

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

In the initial years after I came out, I found 
myself Learning Out Loud in front of my 
straight friends while making my way into 
the LGBT community. It was then that my 
straight best friend made an interesting ob-
servation. 

Jim was a thoughtful young man who was 
taking in aspects of LGBT culture, such as 
female impressionists (barbra Streisand… 
liza minnelli!) and New 
Wave rock songs with a 
gay sensibility. The best 
example of these songs 
was Jackie onassis by 
Human Sexual Response: 

i want to be Jackie 
onassis; i want to wear a 
pair of dark sun glasses; 
i want to be Jackie onas-
sis; oh, yeahhhh!

One day, Jim asked me earnestly, “How 
come gay guys always want to be someone 
else?”

I don’t remember how I answered. I was 
too much of a newbie to have talked about 
satirizing straight life or exploring a gender 
continuum. I’m sure I defensively told him 
that he was wrong. However, his comment 
stuck with me for 30 years.

I remember my formative years, grow-
ing up in a house affected by my father’s al-
coholism and The Crazy it imposed on our 
family. I was a gay kid who didn’t even know 
what “gay” was. All I had was this unsettling 
sense that I wasn’t “right” and others would 
reject me if they found out. So I protected 
myself by building an armor of Perfectionism 
and by soothing myself with frequent doses 
of Fantasy.

I was the unusual gay boy who loved 
sports. I remember losing myself for hours, 
hitting a tennis ball against the brick wall of 
the nearby school or shooting baskets in our 
backyard. Inside my head, I was engaged 
in elaborate fantasies of winning champion-
ship after championship, and replaying game 
winning scenarios again and again until they 
matched my imagination. I played out whole 
games, portrayed an array of opponents, 
and developed dozens of alternative scenes. 
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On a beautiful October day I arrived at 
Common Ground Café & Coffee in Hamp-
den to meet with Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2013 Nina Love. I arrived early 
and selected a table in the back. Nina ar-
rived right on time and looked beautiful in 
a black skirt and stylish short leather biker 
jacket. Nina is not unknown in the fetish 
community. From 2006 until 2009 she 
ran an alternative clothing store in Fells 
Point called “PowerXchange.” She is still 
involved with a consignment shop for the 
alternative communities but no longer has 
a physical store. She now brings her wares 
to special events and can be found online 
at PowerXchangebynina.org. In March 

ered the now closed Play House Studios & 
Gallery and she helped Glenda with some 
fundraising. She had found the local leather 
community and her journey began. 

In March of 2013 
she took a big step 
when she was en-
couraged to run for 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2013. Hav-
ing seen how con-
fident she was on 
stage it was hard for 
me to believe that 
she had her doubts. 
She said that she 
was “terrified to run 
for a title.” She had 
never performed in 
front of people and 
when she was asked 
by her peers to step 
up she couldn’t help 
feeling that she 
was not the right 
person for the job. 

She greatly admires Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2012 Toni Solenne and felt that she 
would have some really big boots to fill. 

Nina has grown a lot in the past seven 
months and on September 21 had her first 
experience sitting on the other side of the 
judges’ table when she judged Mr. and 
Ms. Pittsburgh Leather Fetish 2014. She 
also just returned from New Jersey Leath-
er Weekend in Asbury Park, New Jersey 
where on October 19 she presented a lec-
ture on the Adversarial Dynamic. She has 
more lectures planned and next year will 
travel in her RV with several other leather 
ladies from Baltimore to San Jose, Califor-
nia, where over the weekend of April 24-27, 
2014, she will compete for the title of Inter-
national Ms. Leather 2014. She also plans 
to be at the Gold Coast Hotel & Casino in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, on the weekend of 
February 28 to March 2, 2014 for “Sin in the 
City” – the Mr. & Ms. Southwest Olympus 
Leather 2014 Contest. I couldn’t help pic-
turing our Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman and 
her friends crossing the country in an RV to 
reach the International Ms. Leather Contest 
in California. That’s not a trip. That’s a John 
Waters’ movie! 

We also talked about the recent con-
troversy over the International LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy contest and the entire backlash 
when the contest producers changed the 
rules to exclude transgender contestants. 
(The producers of the international contest 
have now rethought this idea and local pro-
ducer Rik Newton-Treadway has put the 
Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR / boy, Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman, and Mid-Atlantic Com-
munity Bootblack 2014 Contest back on 
schedule for March 21-23, 2014 in Asbury 

Park. More about that at another time.) Nina 
feels that over the years the leather com-
munity has evolved. The community should 
not move backwards. She wonders why the 
producer of a contest would want to exclude 
people who are also fighting for their rights. 
Contests should be open to everyone. She 
does not, however, have a problem with play 
parties that are for males only or females 
only. She explained that there are times 
when you really just want a steak so you go 
to a steakhouse and other days you want a 
little bit of everything so you go to the buf-
fet! Although she is very supportive of the 
many leather clubs, she has not joined one 
because she does not want to become in-
volved in all the politics. Staying away from 
the politics gives her more energy to pro-
mote the leather community and to reach out 
to the younger generation of leather folks. 
She finds that social media can be both a 
good thing and a bad thing. The obsession 
that the younger generation has with being 
online keeps them out of the bars and other 
social environments – but on the other hand 
the internet provides a wealth of information 
and has allowed her to learn about events 
and organizations that she otherwise would 
never have known about. Social media in 
the leather community can be a good thing. 
It is just a matter of finding that common 
ground. t

of 2013 Nina was selected Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman 2013 in a contest held at 
the Hippo in Baltimore. I was delighted that 
she was able to take time out of her busy 
schedule to sit down 
for an interview. 

Nina was born 
and raised in Balti-
more and after hav-
ing lived in Pennsyl-
vania, New York City, 
and Florida, she is 
happy to be back liv-
ing in the Baltimore 
area. I asked her how 
she became involved 
in the leather com-
munity. She laughed 
and said that is was 
“quite by accident.” 
She quickly added 
that “like all good sto-
ries it began in New 
Orleans.” She was 
in the “Big Easy” for 
a work conference 
and met a guy who was into S&M. He was 
rough and grabbed her hair. Later he was 
afraid that what happened had gone too far, 
but she couldn’t wait to make something like 
that happen again! When she returned to 
Baltimore she met Glenda Rider and discov-

Meet Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman 

2013

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Mid-atlantic Leather woman 2013 
nina Love
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FT/PT Servers / Managers / Bartenders 
(all shifts)

Matisse Kitchen & Tavern 
OPENING SOON!!

 

Upscale French kitchen opening in the newly 
renovated Lord Baltimore Hotel is currently 

accepting applications for experienced servers, accepting applications for experienced servers, 
bartenders and management staff.  Full and 
part time positions are available for all shifts.
Requirements for our positions include:

 

If you meet the above qualifications and want to If you meet the above qualifications and want to 
be part of this exciting new concept, we want to 

meet you!  Please forward your resume for 
immediate consideration to 

BHoos@lordbaltimorehotel.com.

• A minimum of 2 years fine dining experi-
ence and wine service; 5+ years experience 
for management consideration
• TIPS certification
• Professional appearance, knowledge of 
dining operations and standards of service.
• A passion for perfection and the desire to 
create a spectacular and unique dining 
experience!
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COMMAND MC
25th Anniversary Run Weekend

Mr. Maryland Leather 2014 Contest

Register today for a weekend 
of hot leather!

Friday November 1st 
Opening Cocktail Parties

7:00 pm Windham Peabody Court Hotel 
Meet & Greet 

10:00 pm on second floor of Grand Central10:00 pm on second floor of Grand Central

Saturday November 2nd
Mr Leather 2014 Contest 

2:00 pm Club Hippo (doors open at 12:00 pm)

Saturday November 2nd 
Victory Party 

10:00 pm at Leons Leather Lounge

Host hotel is Wyndham Host hotel is Wyndham Peabody Court Hotel

Join us in Baltimore, MD!

  Register@ www.commandmc.org            
  (443) 296-2198

BAR GUIDE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
www.club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Ave. 

410-539-6965410-539-6965

HIPPO
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

Grand Central
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on Read
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

Leon’s 
870 Park Ave

410-539-4993410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe 
Gallery

1816 North Charles Street
410-625-6440410-625-6440

www.stationnortharts.com

The Lodge Lounge & Dance 
Club

21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

The Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N

LauLaurel, MD 20723
301-498-4840                                                                                                                               

www.pwsplace.com

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Stallions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                (717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenh891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's RancH
8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080

REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE

Big Sissies Bar & GrillBig Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

Frogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234302-227-2234

Double L
622 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-0818

 Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

RRehoboth Beach, DE 
302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple  The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 
Rigby’s Bar & Grill

404 Rehoboth Avenue 
RRehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

302-227-6080 
www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

wwwww.iguanagrill.com
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EQUALITY MARYLAND 25TH ANNIVERSARY BRUNCH 
LORD BALTIMORE HOTEL  |  OCTOBER 27, 2013  |  PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special Touch

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage in 
your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

www.SpecialTouchRub.net
MC/VISA Welcome          443-695-0141

 BOOKS & giFtS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage

 DJ  SUPPOrt

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ
Community Since 1972

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Counseling for 
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

 Pet Care

 FinanCiaL attOrney 

For more information please contact:

Domestic Partnership Agreements & more
Serving the LGBT Community Since 1988.

Helen M. Smith Esq.  
410-339-5789

hsmith@pklaw.com
Tiffany S. Franc Esq.

410-832-5450 
tfranc@pklaw.com 

 MOverS

js_movinghelpandsolutions@yahoo.com

J.S. Moving & Solutions

24
0-

44
0-

76
82

FREE

IN-HOUSE

ESTIMATES

Packing
Unpacking
Loading
Unloading
Picture Hanging
Fine Clean-up



32 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    NOVEMBER 1, 2013 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

awaiting 
new copy

TRIPLE LLL
227 W. Chase St. 410-539-4850

Seven Days a Week
Happy Hours 4pm to 10pm  Buy One get One

 

Saturday Nov 2nd 
Mr Maryland Leather Victory Party 10pm

Every First Friday
Mary's Party (MoreMary's Party (More Ass-kicking Rock N Roll) with Live Bands at 10pm; next date Nov 1st

Bear Tuesdays
Join our Bears, Joe & Billy  $ 2  Micro Brew Drafts, Half price Top and Premiums

 

Leons Voted Best Gay bar 2013; City Paper

 Triple LLL From 7 to 11 pm  NO COVER CHARGE
 

Monday Through Wednesday
$1 Rails or Natty Boh

 

$2 Calls or Domestic Cans
1/2 Price 1/2 Price Top Shelf and Premium Liquors


