
multi-talened, Tony-nominated Broadway 
star! I recently had the great pleasure of 
speaking with Christopher, from his home-

town of Minneapolis, 
to talk about the new 
show, his outrageous 
role in Shrek the Musi-
cal and what the future 
holds.

CD: How is the 
tour going? This is 
your first tour, right?

CS: This is not 
necessarily my first 
tour. It’s my second, 
but the first tour I did 
was 20-some odd 
years ago so... yeah, 
I was 22 then and you 

could stay up late and not worry about 
singing the next day. Remember 20 years 

by CHuCk DunCan
The latest version of La Cage aux 
Folles has hit the road for a na-
tionwide tour that is current-
ly in Baltimore through No-
vember 6 at the Hippodrome 
Theatre. If you haven’t got-
ten your tickets yet, there 
are several reasons to see 
the new production (which 
is a more intimate version 
of the original Broadway 
extravaganza), and two of 
them are the show’s stars 
– the legendary George 
Hamilton has taken over 
the role of Georges (played 
by Christopher Sieber on 
Broadway). The role of Zaza 
is being played by none other 
than… Christopher Sieber, the 

OUT
Howard County 

Introduces 
Gender ID 

Protections
Columbia, MD – Howard County 
Council members Courtney Watson 
(District 1), Calvin Ball (District 2), Jen 
Terrasa (District 3), and Mary Kay Si-
gaty (District 4) introduced county leg-
islation on October 27 that would pro-
hibit discrimination based on gender 
identity and expression in the areas 
of housing, law enforcement, public 
accommodations, financing, employ-
ment, and health and social services. 
This bill was immediately applauded 
by the local chapter of Parents, Fami-
lies & Friends of Lesbians & Gays 
(PFLAG) and Gender Rights Maryland 
(GRMD), an organization dedicated to 
enacting similar statewide protections.

“As parents of transgender chil-
dren we want the same thing for our 
children as all parents want: we want 
them to be happy, to get a produc-
tive job, and to move out and support 
themselves. This bill will make that 
dream more possible for transgender 
children in Howard County, who are 
at much higher risk for suicide, unem-
ployment and homelessness,” said 
Catherine Hyde, the coordinator of 
PFLAG Howard County’s Transgen-
der Parent Network.

“All hardworking people in our 
state, including transgender people, 
should have a chance to earn a living 
and provide for themselves and their 
families. Nobody should have to live in 
fear that they can be legally fired for 
reasons that have nothing to do with 
their job performance. I have seen the 
result of this kind of discrimination and 
it should not be allowed in Howard 
County,” said Sharon Brackett, board 
chair for Gender Rights Maryland.

GRMD claims that recent polls 
show that 63% of Marylanders sup-
port adding comprehensive protec-

—continued on page 15

—continued on page 4 

On October 27, the Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network (SLDN) announced the 
filing of landmark federal litigation, suing 
US Attorney General Eric Holder, Secre-
tary of Defense Leon Panetta, and Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs Eric Shinseki, on 
behalf of current and former service mem-
bers seeking equal recognition, benefits 
and family support for equal sacrifice and 
service in the US Armed Forces. 

The plaintiffs, each legally married, 
want the armed services to recognize their 
families and seek the same family support 
and benefits for their same-sex spouses 
that the services and Department of Veter-
ans Affairs provide to opposite-sex spous-
es. Such benefits include medical and 
dental benefits, basic housing allowances, 
travel and transportation allowances, fam-
ily separation benefits, military ID cards, 
visitation rights in military hospitals, sur-
vivor benefits, and the right to be buried 
together in military cemeteries. 

The case, filed in the District of Mas-
sachusetts, challenges the constitutionality 
of the so-called Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), as well as provisions in Title 10, 
Title 32, and Title 38 of US Code, which 
preclude the mili-
tary from providing 
same-sex married 
couples with the 
same benefits and 
family support as 
their straight, mar-
ried peers. 

“This case is 
about one thing, 
plain and simple. It’s about justice for gay and 
lesbian service members and their families in 
our armed forces rendering the same military 
service, making the same sacrifices, and tak-
ing the same risks to keep our nation secure 
at home and abroad,” said Army veteran and 
SLDN Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis. 
“These couples are in long term, committed, 

and legally recognized marriages, and the 
military should not be forced to turn its back 
on them because the federal government re-
fuses to recognize their families.”

Together, the plaintiffs represent 159 
years of military service; serve in the Army, 
Air Force, Navy and National Guard; and as 

couples, have been together for a 
total of 79 years.

“Despite putting their lives on 
the line to ensure our nation’s 
security, lesbian and gay service 
members do not receive equal 
benefits for equal work,” said 
Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
President Joe Solmonese in a 
statement released on the day 

of the filing. “Today’s legal action shines 
a light on the difficulties that the so-called 
Defense of Marriage Act creates for les-
bian and gay military families. HRC ap-
plauds the bravery of these service mem-
bers and thanks SDLN and Chadbourne & 
Parke for making sure they will get their 
day in court.” t

Lawsuit Filed for LGBT Service Members
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He is a member of the Socialist Party.
Sirpa Pietikäinen MEP, vice-president 

of the LGBT Intergroup, said that she is 
proud that her colleagues from the center-
right supported this change, regardless of 
their view on asylum in general. “The Eu-
ropean Union is only starting to recognize 
gender identity as a ground of persecution, 
but I hope today’s vote will help protect 

more lives,” she said. 
Ms. Pietikäinen also sits 
as a substitute member 
on the Committee on 
Women’s Rights and 
Gender Equality. 

The binding rules 
will apply after they are 
adopted in EU Member 
States’ national law.

The Intergroup has 
118 members, who 
are all members of the 
European Parliament. 
They work towards se-
curing LGBT rights un-
der five priorities.

 • Freedom of movement for LGBT 
people

 • Monitoring the European Commis-
sion

 • Combating discrimination in the Eu-
ropean Union

 • Securing transgender rights
 • Monitoring human rights in the work 

of the European Union. t
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Steve 
Charing’s 
column, 
OUTspoken, 
now appears 
on page 10

 nEwS nEwS // INTERNATIONAL

The European Parliament’s Intergroup on 
LGBT Rights announced in a press release 
that on October 27 the EU Parliament vot-
ed in favor of a new set of asylum rules 
for the European Union. The binding rules 
now include gender identity as a ground of 
persecution. Governments have already 
agreed to the changes, which are final.

The di-
rective, intro-
duced in July 
noted that, 
“For the pur-
poses of defin-
ing a particular 
social group, 
issues arising 
from an ap-
plicant’s gen-
der, including 
gender iden-
tity and sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n , 
which may be 
related to cer-
tain legal tradi-

tions and customs... should be given due 
consideration insofar as they are related to 
the applicant’s well-founded fear of perse-
cution.”

Gender identity now qualifies a so-
cial group that can result in persecution; 
such persons may now be considered for 

asylum in EU states. “Governments have 
already agreed to the changes, which are 
final,” according to the statement of the 
Parliament’s Intergroup on LGBT Rights. 

It applies to all EU member states ex-
cept the United Kingdom, which opted 
out of EU asylum policies. Jean Lambert 
drafted the resolution in July, Ms. Lambert 
is a British member of the 
European Parliament and a 
member of the Green Party 
of England and Wales, and 
she has been an MEP since 
1999.

Dennis de Jong MEP, 
vice-president of the LGBT 
Intergroup and respon-
sible for asylum policies 
in the GUE/NGL group, 
commented: “Around the 
world, transgender people 
can be persecuted for who 
they are. This reviewed Di-
rective will recognize the 
danger they face, and it will commit EU 
Member States to taking gender identity 
into account in asylum claims. I hope in a 
future revision it will also become manda-
tory to consider the sexual orientation of 
applicants.”

Mr. de Jong, from the Netherlands, is 
a member of the Confederal Group of the 
European United Left / Nordic Green Left. 

European Union Sets New Asylum Rules

Jean Lambert

Dennis de Jong

Axel Axgil (April 3, 1915 
– October 29, 2011) 
married Eigel in Co-
penhagen the on Octo-
ber 1, 1989. They were 
the first legally married 
gay couple in the world. 
At that time, they had 
been together for forty 
years. For thirty years 
they had shared the 
same surname, in 1957 they created that 
name by combining both of their names, 
while they were both in prison for gay 
rights activism. In 1948 Axel and others 
started an organization, F-48, Forbundet 
af 1948, Denmark’s first gay rights orga-
nization. 

F-48 was associated with the landmark 
manifesto Hva Vi Vil (What We Want). It 
proclaimed, among other things, “as na-
ture has made us this way and we defi-
nitely are a third sex (the third sex), we 
seek the right to live our lives as they in-
nately are for us, as long as we do oth-

ers no direct harm.” Hva Vi 
Vil launched the Norwegian 
gay rights movement.

It was as revolutionary a 
statement for its day, as it still 
seems to be for some today. 

Axel and Eigel pub-
lished a newspaper Vennen 
(The Friend) in 1948, the 
first Danish newspaper for 
a gay community that was 

being harrased by the Copenhagen Police 
Department and by citizens. Cruising in the 
Town Square of Copenhagen attracted hos-
tile public attention. A crackdown by a new 
police superintendent in 1950 led to further 
hostilities. Vennen stood firm in its commit-
ment to the community.

In 1954 Axgil started the International 
Homosexual World Organization (IHWO), 
which to continued to operate until 1970. 
Fifteen years before Stonewall, Axel Axgil 
set out to change the world. And he did. 
His lifelong partner, Eigel, passed away in 
1995. t

Axel Axgil, of First Gay Marriage, Dies at 96

axel axgil
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The Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality coali-
tion announced on No-
vember 1 that civil rights 
legend Julian Bond, 
former president of the 
NAACP, is featured in 
the group’s fourth web 
ad supporting marriage 
equality in Maryland. 
In the video, Dr. Bond 
says, “As chairman 
emeritus of the NAACP 
I know a little something 
about fighting for what’s 
right and just. Gay and 
lesbian couples in Mary-
land have the same val-
ues as everyone else: 
love, commitment and 
stable families.”

“Julian Bond understands that all com-
mitted couples in Maryland want their chil-
dren to live in stable homes and be pro-
tected under the law,” said Sultan Shakir, 
campaign manager for Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality. “We are grateful such 

 nEwS // LOCAL

an icon has lent his voice 
to the campaign at a time 
when momentum builds 
for marriage equality in 
the Free State.”

The video campaign 
raises the profile of and 
underscores the diverse 
support for civil marriage 
equality in advance of 
the 2012 legislative ses-
sion. Governor Martin 
O’Malley (D-MD) kicked 
off the effort earlier this 
month, followed by Balti-
more Ravens Linebacker 
Brendon Ayanbadejo and 
Baltimore native and Os-
car Winner Mo’Nique. 
The videos can be 
viewed at Marylanders-

ForMarriageEquality.org.
The bill to be considered in the Legisla-

ture allows same-sex couples to get a gov-
ernment-issued marriage license. Clergy and 
religious authorities would never have to per-
form a marriage they did not agree with. t

Julian Bond Endorses Marriage Equality

Julian bond 

by Dana LaROCCa
On October 31, Gender Rights Maryland 
announced the names of the key sponsors 
of the 2012 Gender Identity Anti-Discrimi-
nation bill. Senator Jamie Raskin will be the 
lead sponsor in the Senate. As a member 
of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Com-
mittee, Senator Raskin raised 
concerns during the previous 
legislative session concern-
ing the language of last year’s 
bill, HB235. Language not-
withstanding he supported the 
bill even while posing difficult 
questions to supporters during 
the hearings. He has a strong 
record on progressive issues, 
including marriage equality, in-
state tuition for undocumented 
immigrants, and labor issues.

Delegate Jim Hubbard will 
sponsor the bill in the House 
of Delegates where Sheila 
Hixson will co-sponsor the bill.

This year’s bill will in-
clude public accommoda-
tions, the lack of which in last 

year’s bill led to a backlash from many in 
the transgender community. At the height 
of the controversy, the Washington blade 
reported, “[Senator] Frosh said his office 
was ‘inundated’ on Monday by calls from 
transgender activists opposed to the bill 
because it has been stripped of a provi-

sion banning dis-
crimination against 
transgender per-
sons in the area of 
public accommo-
dations.”

In 2012, trans-
gender activists 
will not likely be 
divided. Citizens 
and lawmakers will 
be left with a more 
difficult task since 
such a bill will re-
quire the discus-
sion of restrooms 
and access to other 
spaces that have 
been traditionally 
sex-segregated. t

Sponsors Named for Gender Identity Bill

Senator Jamie Raskin
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Academy Award-winning actress Mo’Nique 
has collaborated with the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) – a national lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender civil rights orga-
nization, in a video for its Americans for 
Marriage Equality campaign. 

In the video, the comedienne and ac-
tress states, “Gay and lesbian couples be-
lieve in commitment, family and love.  Join 
me and support marriage equality. It’s the 
right thing to do.”

“We’re so grateful to Mo’Nique for lend-
ing her voice for this important effort,” said 
HRC President Joe Solmonese. “American 
public opinion only moves one direction on 
marriage equality—and that’s toward it.”

About 53% of Americans support 
same-sex marriage, according to a number 
of nonpartisan, respected polls. Support 
has increased a whopping 20 points since 
1996, according to the Pew Research Cen-
ter.

Americans for Marriage Equality is a 
public education campaign that launched 
last week with Newark Mayor Corey Book-
er.  Over the coming months, HRC will roll 
out targeted videos playing off the Ameri-
cans brand, including Republicans for 

Marriage Equality, African-Americans for 
Marriage Equality, Latinos for Marriage 
Equality and Elected Officials for Marriage 
Equality. t

Mo’Nique Partners with HRC

tions. Gender-identity protections are on the 
books in 15 states, the District of Columbia, 
and over 140 municipalities including Balti-
more City and Montgomery County, covering 
43% of Americans. “We are seeking those 
protections to be extended to all Maryland-
ers. The Howard County bill is an important 
next step,” Ms. Brackett said.

According to Hyde and other gender 
rights advocates discrimination against 

HOwaRD COunTy GEnDER 
ID PROTECTIOnS 

– continued from front page

the transgender community is rampant 
in Maryland. They point to data for Mary-
land extrapolated from a national survey 
last year conducted by the National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality (NCTE) and 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) showed that 1 in 5 transgender 
people in Maryland reported that they had 
lost a job because they are transgender, 
and 12% have become homeless. “This 
law is a matter of life-or-death for many 
Marylanders, including my child. It is 
time for Howard County to say enough is 
enough,” said Hyde. t

Mo’nique
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by RODnEy buRGER 
During his title year, 22-year-old Kristopher 
DeBlase (Mr. Maryland Leather 2008) spoke 
passionately about the issue of suicide and its 
effects on the younger generation. 

For Kristopher it was a very personal 
issue. This past year Mr. Maryland Leather 
2011 Alex Lemaire held a wonderful fund-
raiser gala for SPEAK on April 2, 2011 at 
Grand Central. He used a roaring twenty’s 
theme and called his event “Speakeasy.” 
He hopes to organize another such event 
in the spring of 2012. This year’s Ship-
Mates’ Daddy Christmas benefit at the 
Baltimore Eagle on December 3 will ben-
efit SPEAK and part of the proceeds from 
the annual 12 Days of Christmas Show at 
the Hippo on December 10 will also go to 
this organization. What is SPEAK? 

The mission of SPEAK is to “promote 
the prevention of youth suicide and to work 
to dispel the social stigma surrounding sui-
cide and depression through a campaign 
of education and awareness at the com-
munity level.” SPEAK does this by pro-
viding literature, speakers, and programs 
to schools and area organizations. Many 
would be surprised to learn that suicide 
is the ninth leading cause of death in the 

SHOUT-OUT

United States and claims approximately 
30,000 lives a year. It seems like an over-
whelming task for any organization to take 
on, but SPEAK has already accomplished 
some amazing feats. SPEAK was instru-
mental in getting the Maryland Youth Cri-
sis Hotline number placed on student ID 
cards, first in Baltimore County followed 
by Baltimore City and five other Maryland 
counties. They were able to have 20 emer-
gency phones along with the Maryland Cri-

What’s All This Talk About ‘SPEAK’? Youth suicide:
sis Hotline number installed on the Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge. This was followed by 
the installation of six such phones on the 
Francis Scott Key Bridge and other bridges 
in southern Maryland. 

In 2004, SPEAK worked with Delegate 
Simmons who co-sponsored HB 740, Safe 
Schools Reporting Act, which addresses 
bullying in Maryland schools. This important 
bill passed successfully. Each year SPEAK 
provides a panel at the Maryland Annual 

Suicide Prevention Conference and was 
acknowledged last year for their dedication 
to creating a “culture of hope.” SPEAK con-
tinues to work to assist persons in crisis as 
well as assisting survivors. One does not 
hear much about the subject of suicide. It 
is not something that is often discussed in 
public. The folks at SPEAK are not afraid 
to talk about this important topic and have 
given the victims of suicide a voice. You can 
learn more at Speakforthem.org. t

We are here to serve you. Recently I 
received some criticism of an article I 
wrote on a Facebook group with 183 
members. Only six people joined the 
conversation. That is not a very effec-
tive way to get one’s opinion heard. 

There is a better way. If you like 
or dislike what we are doing you can 
reach thousands of readers by simply 
writing a letter to the editor. 

Perhaps you think there is some 
issue in our community that is not get-

ting enough coverage. 
Maybe you would like 
to speak directly to 
one of our writers with 
an idea for a story or a 
column. Each week we 
get hundreds of emails 
from organizations and 
well-known activists. 
We value their contri-
butions. However, they 
are the 1%.

Letter from the Editor Speak up!
We want to hear from 

the 99% of LGBT readers 
and allies so that we are 
better able to provide the 
balance that you want. 
Put “Speak Up” in the 
subject line to make sure 
that it gets our prompt at-
tention. 

Write to editor@balti-
moreoutloud.com, we’re 
listening. t

Bryn Mawr:

Bryn Mawr’s Fall Visiting Days

Experience
A legacy of innovative education for girls. 
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Philly to establish 
residential center 
for trans people
Philadelphia, Pa – The name Nizah Mor-
ris has long conjured feelings of frustra-
tion and anger from members of the LGBT 
community dismayed with the local Trans 
woman’s unsolved murder. However, the 
name will soon also encourage ideas of 

health and hope, 
thanks to an inno-
vative city initiative. 
The city’s Depart-
ment of Behavioral 
Health and Intellec-
tual Disability Ser-
vices is spearhead-
ing the creation of 
a residential treat-
ment facility, named 
Morris Home that 
will provide holis-
tic, comprehensive 
services for trans-
gender and gender-

variant individuals. The facility could open 
in a temporary location as early as next 
month, as plans for its permanent site are 
finalized. It will be funded by the city and 
run by Resources for Human Development, 
a national nonprofit social-service organi-
zation headquartered in Philadelphia. 

The Morris Home venture will be the 
first of its kind in the nation, said Sade Ali, 
DBHIDS deputy commissioner. Ali said she 
began planning for the facility about three 
years ago. “In my past clinical work, I came 
upon some transgender and gender-variant 
folks who were marginalized in care, and 
when I came to Philadelphia I met a very 
large group of transgender and gender-vari-
ant folks who told me stories of being ma-
ligned, abused, made to present as the gen-
der they did not align with,” Ali said. “People 
are being made to fit into care rather than 
the care being tailored to meet their needs.”

Morris Home will be an 18-bed facil-
ity that Ali cautioned does not function 
as a shelter, but rather as a true treat-
ment facility with services for individu-
als experiencing an array of challenges. 
“There are some programs that only treat 
mental-health challenges like depression, 
but we’re going to also treat areas like 
trauma, which is prevalent in transgender 
and gender-variant populations, alcohol or 
drug challenges, and we’ll have a physi-
cal-health program connected as well,” Ali 
said, noting that Morris Home will be able 
to connect residents with safe hormone 
treatment and other treatments at feder-

This continues until a ball is put in the hole. 
Thomas said the format “is a great 

for players who might not consider them-
selves ‘great’ golfers, because it takes the 
pressure off any one member of the team 
to perform well on any given shot.” (echo 
Magazine – Megan Wadding at echomag.
com)

Gay retirement 
communities 
failing
new york City, ny – It seemed like a good 
idea a few years ago, but now some gay 
retirement communities are either in finan-
cial trouble, while others haven’t gotten off 
the ground, the New York times reported 
on Oct. 28. Acceptance of gay individu-
als and their families has grown rapidly in 
recent years, but that shift in attitudes is 
largely generational. Younger Americans 
are much more likely to accept their GLBT 
peers, whereas older Americans are more 
likely to cling to stereotypes, anti-gay sen-
timents, and the biases that those things 
can lead to. Indeed, some gay elders have 
faced harassment, threats, and rejection at 
the hands of their fellow residents in nurs-
ing homes, not to mention unsympathetic 
and judgmental treatment, and even ne-
glect, from health care workers – all be-
cause they are sexual minorities.

The Oct. 28 times article recounted 
how residents at a Santa Fe-based GLBT 
retirement community, RainbowVision, 
have become disillusioned after the com-
munity opened five years ago. A link to 
the Santa Fe Reporter led to an article in 
that publication detailing how residents of 
RainbowVision were being charged more 
and more for fees, even as the services 
they were provided declined. RainbowVi-
sion eventually filed for bankruptcy. Such 
communities in Austin, Tex., Boston and 
in the Phoenix area never opened be-
cause of a lack of finances. A develop-
ment near Portland, Ore., is struggling at 
25 percent of capacity, and another near 
Sarasota, Fla., has – like RainbowVision 

ally qualified health centers. “We’re looking 
forward to offering a holistic program, like 
health reform is saying we should be doing. 
Services will be provided both for and by 
Trans community members, as Ali said Mor-
ris Home will enlist transgender profession-
als to helm many of the facility’s programs. 

(Philadelphia Gay News – Jen Colletta 
at epgn.com)

Mom starts youth 
support group after 
son’s suicide
Coon Rapids, Mn – associated Press re-
ports that Tammy Aaberg, the mother of 
Justin Aaberg, who committed suicide last 
year at age 15 after enduring anti-gay bul-
lying, has made it her mission to tell his 
story and protect other lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, and transgender teens. She pressed 
Anoka-Hennepin public schools to change 
some of its policies and helped with law-
suits against the district by students who 
claimed they were harassed over their 
sexuality. 

Now Aaberg has co-founded Justin’s 
Gift, a support group for LGBT students 
in the suburban district. The group is now 
little more than a website Aaberg runs from 
her basement desk, but she and the oth-
er four board members have big dreams 
for the group. She said in five years they 
hope to have their own community center; 
in 10 years they want to shelter homeless 
LGBT youth. Aaberg said she has been 
getting technical help with fundraising and 
becoming a legal nonprofit from OutFront 
Minnesota, which has advocated on be-
half of LGBT Minnesotans for more than 
20 years.

The district’s treatment of LGBT stu-
dents has received a lot of scrutiny be-
cause seven of its students – including 
Justin Aaberg – killed themselves in less 
than two years. A lawsuit claims at least 
four of the students were gay or perceived 

to be so. This summer, six current and for-
mer students sued the district over a pol-
icy requiring staff to remain neutral when 
sexual orientation is discussed, which the 
plaintiffs claim prevented teachers from 
protecting them from anti-gay bullying. 
Investigators from the US Department of 
Justice are also looking into complaints 
of harassment and bullying in the district. 
Lawyers for the government, the harassed 
students and the district are in mediated 
talks to reach a settlement. (bay Windows 
and associated Press at baywindows.com)

Golf tourny to 
benefit Tucson 
LGBT center
Tucson, aZ – A golf tournament will help 
raise funds as well as promote awareness 
for Wingspan, the LGBT community cen-
ter in Tucson. The third annual Wingspan 
Classic Charity Golf Tournament will be 
Nov. 4 at the Omni Tucson National Re-
sort. Last year’s event raised $19,000 for 
the center. After 
the tournament, 
there will be an 
awards dinner. 

“ A l t h o u g h 
events are not the 
most efficient way for non-profits to raise 
funds, events like the Wingspan Classic 
help raise awareness of the organization 
and potentially introduce new supporters 
to our cause,” said Linda Thomas, who is 
development chair on the board. “It also 
provides a great way for our community to 
celebrate together.” It was Thomas and her 
partner, Holly Lyon, who first brought the 
idea for the golf tournament to the Wing-
span board in 2009. “From the beginning, 
our mission for this tournament was to 
positively promote Wingspan and Tucson’s 
LGBT community in a way that grows our 
base support, encourages LGBT philan-
thropy and brings our community together 
in a fun way,” Thomas said. Thomas said 
the goal for the tournament is to become a 
“destination event” that draws players and 
sponsors from around the country.

Most of the players taking part in the 
18-hole tournament are corporate-spon-
sored teams and Wingspan supporters, 
Thomas said. Players can compete as in-
dividuals or in teams of two, three or four 
people. In the “four person scramble, low 
gross” competition everyone hits a drive off 
the tee box, then the team picks the drive 
that they think is best and then all team 
members hit their ball from that location. 

compiled by Jim becker
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– filed for bankruptcy.”
Part of the problem is the economic 

meltdown. A stagnation, and in some parts 
of the country a decline, in real estate and 
development has meant that revenue the 
creators of such retirement communities 
envisioned was not available. For some re-
tirement communities, that’s led to financial 
crises, while other projects have withered 
on the vine. The head of Services and Ad-
vocacy for G.L.B.T. Elders (SAGE), Michael 
Adams, called the trend “very concerning.” 
SAGE recently announced that it had won 
a contract with the city of New York to open 
what will be the city’s “first full-time center 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) older adults. (bay Windows & New 
York times at baywindows.com)

Arizona activists 
protest anti-gay 
‘therapy’ group
Phoenix, aZ – Local LGBT activists are 
planning protests when a group that pro-
motes reparative therapy stages its annual 
national convention in Phoenix. The Rev. 
Brad Wishon, vice president of No Longer 
Silent: Clergy for Justice, said he expects 
a couple of hundred protestors to be out-
side the convention hotel when the Nation-
al Association for Research and Therapy 

of Homosexuality 
(NARTH) meets. 
NARTH’s confer-
ence for thera-
pists and pastors 
will be Nov. 4-6 
Phoenix Airport 
Marriott Hotel.

Wishon said 
the goal of his 

group’s protest is “is to create questions 
for the people attending their conference, 
to make them question the information they 
are hearing.” Wishon said the Human and 
Equal Rights Organizers (HERO) also will 
participate in the action. As the NARTH 
conference starts, Wishon said his group 
will conduct a press conference featuring 
local professionals from the psychologi-
cal community who refute NARTH’s ideas 
about reparative therapy. Wishon said his 
group will present the alternative by “mir-
roring on the outside what they are doing 
on the inside, only with the correct infor-
mation.” While those attending the NARTH 
conference are hearing testimonials from 
“ex-gays,” Wishon said survivors of repara-
tive therapy will tell their stories outside. 
When NARTH is presenting information for 
churches, the protest group will hear from 

representatives of welcoming churches.
According to NARTH’s website, the or-

ganization “upholds the rights of individuals 
with unwanted 
homosexual at-
traction to receive 
effective psycho-
logical care, and 
the right of profes-
sionals to offer that 
care.” NARTH’s 
opponents say the 
group inflicts psy-
chological harm 

on people working to accept their sexual and 
gender identities. The theme of the NARTH 
convention is “Beyond Political Correctness: 
Keeping Clients First.” (echo Magazine – 
Glenn Gullickson at echomag.org)

Belarus activist 
hold pride march 
despite ban
Minsk, belarus – Twenty hardy LGBT ac-
tivists staged a pride march in Minsk, Be-
larus, in defiance of an official ban on pride 
activities. The activists marched about 40 
meters, less than half a football field, along 
a busy street in a southeastern suburb of 
Belarus’ capital city, on Saturday, Octo-
ber 22. The 
march last-
ed about 
10 minutes, 
with no po-
lice report-
ed at the 
scene. 

The real 
achievement was not the length of the 
march, however, but the fact that it hap-
pened at all. Last year’s pride marchers 
were all arrested by police after briefly dis-
playing a rainbow flag in downtown Minsk. 
Belarus, one of the countries that emerged 
in 1990 from the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union, has become increasingly authoritar-
ian – and increasingly homophobic – under 
the leadership of President Alexander Lu-
kashenko. In 2004 Lukashenko charged 
that the United States and the European 
Union were trying to undermine Belarus’ 
security by ‘spreading sexual perversion.’ 
Same-sex relations were legalized in 1994, 
but LGBT Belarussians are still subject to 
legal discrimination. 

 Like last year, the 2011 pride march 
was also banned by authorities. Ihar 
Karpenka, deputy chairman of the Minsk 
City Executive Committee, turned down 
the organizers’ application for a march per-

mit, saying that the proposed site was less 
than 50 meters away from ‘facilities that 
are of vital importance to the local com-
munity.’ Karpenka claimed that the march 
would cause disruption to ‘pedestrian and 
even vehicle traffic.’ ‘As you can see, the 
march has not disturbed a single driver 
or pedestrian,’ pride organizer Syarhey 
Androsenka said. Androsenka added that 
he is not ashamed to be gay. Gay people 
should have the same rights as other citi-
zens of Belarus and should not be subject-
ed to discrimination, he said. (Seattle Gay 
News – Mike andrew at Sgn.org)

Hell’s Fairies LGBT 
scooter club started 
in Phoenix
Phoenix, aZ – In a matter of months, 
Adam Ahrens became such a big fan of 
scooters that he’s started a club for LGBT 
scooter riders. 
Ahrens said he or-
ganized a Phoenix 
chapter of Hell’s 
Fairies in early 
October and the 
group already has 
about 10 mem-
bers. Hell’s Fair-
ies also has chap-
ters in Chicago, Los Angeles, Milwaukee 
and New Orleans. Using a takeoff on the 
name Hell’s Angels, Hell’s Fairies started 
in 2006 in Chicago. The Chicago chapter 
helped Ahrens organize the local group by 
building a Facebook page and providing T-
shirts with the group’s logo which features 
a scooter with wings.

The local group will meet for rides, 
Ahrens said, and he anticipates organizing 
events like scavenger hunts, poker runs or 
riding the curves of South Mountain. “Be-
ing part of a scooter group is a great way to 
meet other people, get advice on scooters 
and network,” Ahrens said.

Ahrens said he rode a scooter for the first 
time in May, and since then he’s bought three 
scooters, trading up to a midnight blue Vespa. 
“Once you ride one and get the wind in your 
face a little bit, there’s no turning back,” he 
said. Ahrens said that three days a week he 
leaves his Camry behind and rides the scoot-
er to commute from his home in central Phoe-
nix to his job in north Scottsdale. Otherwise, 
he said he uses the scooter to “toddle around 
town.” The ride might be leisurely, but Ahrens 
said you can’t beat a scooter’s 65 miles per 
gallon. For more information about Hell’s 
Fairies, visit Hellsfairies.com. (echo Maga-
zine – Glenn Gullickson at echomag.org)

Children of LGBT 
parents harmed by 
anti-gay bias
washington, DC – The Movement Ad-
vancement Project, Family Equality Coun-
cil, and the Center for American Progress 
have released a report demonstrating how 
the children of LGBT parents are affected 
by discriminatory and anti-gay policies on 
both the federal and local levels. Broad ob-
stacles, like the unavailability of marriage 
rights for the ma-
jority of gays and 
lesbians are just 
the tip of the ice-
berg. 

Public policy is 
far behind the re-
ality of today’s American family. LGBT par-
ents are raising Two million children and 
those children are twice as likely to live in 
poverty, the report states. 

The report is titled “All Children Mat-
ter: How Legal and Social Inequalities Hurt 
LGBT Families.” It documents that wide-
spread discriminatory policies have a pro-
found effect on the children of same-sex 
couples.

The study found that discriminatory 
laws affect the children of LGBT parents 
by: denying ties to both parents-which af-
fects everything from custody to a parent 
being able to make emergency medical 
decisions for his or her child; separating 
children from their parents in cases of di-
vorce or death of a parent; tying their ac-
cess to critical federal and state safety net 
programs to family structure, rather than 
need; denying children access to quality 
childcare and early childhood education; 
denying children Social Security survivor 
benefits or inheritance when a parent dies; 
putting a child’s legal ties to his or her par-
ents in jeopardy if the family crosses state 
lines; and denying placement for 115,000 
children awaiting adoption. You can read 
the entire report at http://www.american-
progress.org/issues/2011/10/ pdf/all_chil-
dren_exec.pdf. t (bay Windows – Sue 
o’Connell at baywindows.com)
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Concerning outloud’s coverage of Mort-
ville and Occupy Baltimore, these protesting 
individuals do not represent 99% of Ameri-
cans – perhaps 9%. I can understand Mort-
ville’s calls for ENDA, an end to discrimina-
tion against LGBT persons, and the like. 

However, the anti-capitalist rhetoric un-
derlying the “Occupy” protests sounds like 
what I expect to come from the Kremlin or Red 
Square. Guaranteed income? Give me a 
break! Capitalism is not inherently evil 
or unfair. It is the best economic 
system ever conceived and 
encompasses the American 
Dream. Despite the implica-
tions made by the Occupy pro-
testers, all corporations are 
not bad/evil/corrupt. The vast 
majority of Americans are 
employed by corporations. Don’t b i t e 
the hand that feeds you!

The cause of Wall Street’s absurd prof-
its is the feds allowing the big investment 
banks to borrow money at virtually 0% in-
terest, which they invest for quick profits 
instead of lending it to worthy citizens and 
corporations that need the capital to buy 
homes and to expand (or start) businesses. 

REaDER fEEDbaCk

Don’t bite the hand that feeds you!
Congress should pass legislation to stop 
this practice. Borrowing from the fed should 
only be available to pay withdrawals on de-
mand accounts, and to make loans to con-
sumers or businesses. 

America is a capitalist nation; get used to 
it. Yes the economy sucks, but Wall Street is 
not the cause of the faltering economy. Numer-
ous factors are to blame. Get a good educa-

tion (major in a field with demand!), ap-
ply yourself, work hard, invent a better 

“mouse trap”, create your own des-
tiny, take “ownership” of your own 
success, stop looking to Big Brother 

to hand everything to you on a silver 
platter! Stop the whining! If you can’t 
deal with or appreciate all the opportu-

nities offered by a capitalist system, then 
consider moving to a communist nation with 
which you share common ideals!

The bottom line is, the Mortville par-
ticipants are not doing themselves or their 
cause any favors by aligning themselves 
with the rest of the “Occupy” crowd, which 
does not share ideals or values with the 
vast majority of Americans.

Tim Bernadzikowski
Laurel, MD

by JOnaTHan SHuRbERG
Passing civil rights legislation – or any leg-
islation, for that matter – is a complex pro-
cess. And it’s the process that matters. An 
old Annapolis adage holds that passing a 
bill into law is 90% process and 10% hard 
work. If you don’t know how the process 
works, all the hard work in the 
world ultimately doesn’t mean 
a thing.

This is a pitfall that Gen-
der Rights Maryland intends 
to avoid with the 2012 com-
prehensive gender identity 
bill. The trans community sup-
ports such legislation, and 
the bill has gained increasing 
support each year since it was 
first introduced in 2007. In 2011, despite 
the controversy surrounding HB235, the 
bill passed the House of Delegates and 
was poised to pass the Senate when it 
was killed by Senate President Mike Miller 
for reasons having nothing to do with the 
bill itself. Now, with ten weeks left until 
the 2012 session, the process of convert-
ing an idea – that our state should provide 
civil rights for all, including the transgender 
community – into law begins again.

GRMD has begun to lay the ground-
work to make the legislative process a 
success this time around. GRMD Board 
President Sharon Brackett and Execu-
tive Director Dana Beyer are leading this 
process, along with myself and Darrell 
Carrington providing legal assistance and 
lobbying services, respectively. Sena-
tor Jamie Raskin has agreed to serve 
as lead sponsor in the State Senate, 
while Delegate Jim Hubbard will be the 
lead sponsor in the House of Delegates, 
Sheila Hixson, Chair of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, and a long time 
supporter, is the lead House co-sponsor. 
While Delegate Hubbard is not as well 
known as some of his colleagues, he is a 
twenty year veteran of the House who has 
been the lead public health advocate in 
Annapolis, and has had a stellar legisla-
tive record. All three of our leaders have 
the respect of their colleagues, including 
leadership, a critical element to any bill’s 
ultimate success.

As we discussed in our Columbia com-
munity forum in August, we considered 
several options for the structure of the bill, 
from the traditional path of a single bill cov-
ering employment, housing and public ac-
commodations on the one hand, to a more 
innovative approach that would attempt 
to pass three separate bills, one cover-

ing each major area of protection. While 
there were advantages to the three bill ap-
proach, all of our legislative allies strongly 
believed that a single bill would be the 
best approach, and so that is how it will 
be crafted. The template will be the 2009 
bill, with some minor changes to the lan-

guage based on last session’s 
amendments.

Equally important, the bill 
will be written with a focus on 
the public health aspects of the 
legislation. 

As mentioned earlier, Del-
egate Hubbard has long been 
a champion of public health 
issues, and is the chair of the 
Public Health subcommittee of 

the Health and Government Operations 
(HGO) Committee, where the bill will get 
its start this coming session. His aware-
ness of the statements of policy of the 
American Medical Association, American 

Psychological Association, and the World 
Professional Association for Transgender 
Health – that discrimination against the 
transgender community is a threat to pub-
lic health, detrimentally affecting the psy-
chological, physical, social, and economic 
well-being of trans persons – has prompted 
this approach. The 2012 bill is being de-
veloped with the assistance of Division of 
Legislative Services analysts who are in-
timately familiar with public health issues.

We believe that the steps that are be-
ing taken now, before the legislative ses-
sion begins, will aid our efforts to achieve 
the long-sought goal of passing a law that 
finally provides the trans community with 
the same civil rights protections that the 
rest of Maryland’s population already en-
joys. t

Jonathan Shurberg, a GrMd board 
member, is a lawyer in private practice in 
Silver Spring. in 2008, he argued and won 
the Doe vs. MontgoMery County BoarD of 
eleCtions case, protecting Montgomery 
County’s comprehensive gender identity 
civil rights law. 

Looking Forward to 2011 
Gender Rights Legislation

GEnDER RIGHTS MaRyLanD

“If you don’t know 
how the process 
works, all the 
hard work in the 
world ultimately 
doesn’t mean a thing.”
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When we were 
queer, we were pe-
culiar, different, and 
clearly identifiable 
from the straight 
world. Those who re-
mained in the closet 
did so because any 
outward expression 
of their queerness 
would certainly lead to unemployment, 
loss of family, and certain danger. The 
closet was the mainstream then, not the 
exception.

When Frank Kameny came to Baltimore 
in 1981, he came associated with NAMBLA 
(the North American Man Boy Love As-
sociation), we had only recently become 
gay, before that we had been “homosexu-
als,” our sexuality, clearly defined for the 
world, and among ourselves, was who we 
were. Some in our community would like 
to set aside that history. It brings to mind 
a history of young boys cruising for a slim 
chance to meet a mentor, and of old men 
with young flesh in their fantasies. That is 
uncomfortable. However, seen within the 
context of history, intergenerational love 
was also the standard daydream of many a 
heterosexual girl and scotch drinking busi-

nessman.
In the roman-

tic film Susan 
Slept Here (1954) 
Debbie Reynolds 
played opposite 
Dick Powell as a 
seventeen year 
old girl intent on 
winning the heart 

of Mark Christopher (Powell), who was a 
thirty five year old screenwriter doing re-
search on juvenile delinquency. Susan had 
a crush on Mr. Christopher. The movie was 
received as an old-fashioned love story. It 
crept past the censors while managing to 
allude to a forbidden pedophilia. 

Therefore, when we talk about inter-
generational love early in the gay rights 
movement we should balance it with an un-
derstanding of the times. We do not have 
to accept the values of those times, but 
pretending they did not exist is both his-
torically and intellectually inaccurate. For 
our current culture, young boys and girls 
still develop a schoolgirl’s or schoolboy’s 
crush on older folk. Older folk still appreci-
ate the exuberance of youth. Again, one 
can accept it or reject it. Nevertheless, it 
cannot be denied.

Some would have us believe that we 
have lost our queerness. It’s all about mar-
riage, right?

Some would like to tell our oppressors 
that we are all “loving, committed couples,” 
on the verge of having two children, a white 
picket fence, and a small but lovable dog. 
But we are not. That is a personal prefer-
ence. Being gay is not. Being gay, not want-
ing to be like June and Ward Cleaver, is what 

establishes our right to the civil liberties en-
joyed by other protected classes. We have a 
right to be queer, peculiar, or different.

The leather community is not clamoring 
for all marriage, all the time. But they are al-
ways there joining in the fight. Though some 
will marry, many will not. They deserve the 
same level of focus as do the rest of us. The 
transgender community, largely, embraces 
marriage equality, but right now they are in 

survival mode, much as the gay community 
was in the 1970s and 1980s. Many among 
them choose not to choose a binary gen-
der. The gender queer seem the only ones 
left who still embrace queerness as an ad-
equate description of themselves.

Some among us engage in survival sex, 
which some call prostitution, in order to sur-
vive. They are not intent on marriage, or 
even involved in the fight. They are just try-
ing to stay alive, and to avoid police harass-
ment. Bisexuals, the “B” in LGBT, are left 
out even more than the “T.” The very nature 
of their orientation leaves marriage by the 
wayside unless we lobby for polyamorous 
partnerships. Let’s see if our national orga-
nizations want to take that on. 

If the rainbow is to become black and 
white, we have failed. Our diversity is our 
strength and if we are to, as a class, as-
similate into the mainstream culture at the 
price of losing our diversity we will join the 
side of the oppressor. 

Our commitment to the larger culture 
is in communion with that culture when we 
embrace the battle against the economic 
and social ills that keep the 99% in bond-
age. However, being “good as you” does 
not equal being the “same as you.” We are 
different, we are queer. Our queerness cre-
ated our movement, and our roots guide 
our destiny. Let’s not lose our queerness. t

When We Were Queer

“The gender queer 
seem the only ones 
left who still embrace 
queerness as an 
adequate description of 
themselves.”
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Getting 
Their Ducks 
in a Row
The recent autumn snow was a stark re-
minder that the 2012 General Assembly 
that begins in January is not far off. With 
it comes the hope of passing a marriage 
equality bill and a comprehensive gender 
identity non-discrimination measure. Both 
fell short in the 2011 session but had ad-
vanced further than any time before.

A new dimension has since been 
added to Maryland’s upcoming battle for 
marriage equality. The revised redistrict-
ing plan, drawn up by state leaders and 

signed by Governor O’Malley, if not over-
turned in court, puts the 6th Congressional 
District in play for Democrats for the first 
time since Beverly Byron last held the post 
in 1993. This tilt was aided by adding Dem-
ocratic-rich D.C. suburbs to the district that 
was once confined to Western Maryland. 

The 10-term incumbent Republican 
Roscoe Bartlett, 85, will be facing a formi-
dable challenge from, among others, the 
lead sponsor of the Religious Freedom 
and Civil Marriage Protection Act, State 
Senate Majority Leader Rob Garagiola (D-
Montgomery). Though he will be running in 
a district that still contains many conser-
vatives, Sen. Garagiola will not shy away 
from his strong advocacy for marriage 
equality. 

“If someone asks me a question out 
in Allegany County about same-sex mar-
riage, I’m going to talk 
about it and explain my 
reasoning for it,” Sen. 
Garagiola told the bal-
timore Sun. “Hopefully, 
those who are like-
minded will be appre-
ciative of it, and those 
who aren’t will at least 
understand my reason-
ing for it.”

Accordingly, mar-
riage equality will be 
a hot button issue in 
2012—not only in this 
congressional contest 
but it is also likely to 
find its way on the bal-
lot should the bill be 
passed and signed into 
law during the upcom-
ing session. A signifi-
cant pushback is ex-
pected from a variety 
of religious and secular 
groups to thwart the 
legislation, and if that 
effort is unsuccessful, 
a petition to referen-
dum is a virtual certainty. Marriage equality 
advocates must be ready to counterpunch 
in what could be the big election story of 
2012 besides the presidential and con-
gressional races.

Following the financial and leadership 
implosion by Equality Maryland—the here-
tofore principal LGBT rights organization 
in the state—a new group, Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality (marylandersformar-
riageequality.org), was launched this past 
July to lead the effort to advance a mar-
riage equality bill. MME is comprised of a 
coalition of progressive statewide and na-
tional organizations that should help raise 
money and muster volunteers to fight the 

battle.
The coalition includes the NAACP-

Baltimore Chapter, SEIU, ACLU-Maryland, 
Progressive Maryland, Equality Maryland, 
Human Rights Campaign, National Black 
Justice Coalition, Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force, Family Equality Council, Catholics 
for Equality, Maryland Faith for Equality, 
PFLAG and Maryland NOW.

Equality Maryland, which is a key 
component of the coalition, has begun a 
turnaround. “From a structural standpoint, 
Equality Maryland is making steady, step-
wise progress on the short-term strategic 
plan that we developed earlier this sum-
mer,” said Lisa Polyak, the acting chair of 
the Equality Maryland, Inc. Board of Direc-
tors. “We solidified our financial position by 
eliminating debt and improving our devel-
opment efforts. We seated 16 new mem-

bers to our Equality Maryland Foundation 
(C3) and Equality Maryland, Inc. (C4), and 
we are now in the process of screening 
suitable candidates for the job of Execu-
tive Director.” 

She added that a significant Equality 
Maryland event will take place in Baltimore 
before the end of the year, which will be 
“headlined by more Maryland champions 
for LGBT equality.”

For its part, the umbrella organization, 
Marylanders of Marriage Equality, is also 
getting its ducks in a row. Similar to New 
York’s successful efforts in achieving mar-
riage for same-sex couples, MME has so 
far garnered two local celebrities to advo-

THInkInG OuT LOuD

Steve Charing
Spoken

OUT

Marylanders for Marriage Equality phone banking at the GLCCb
photo: courtesy of GLCCB Collective

cate in videos for the cause: Baltimore Ra-
vens linebacker Brendon Ayanbadejo and 
Baltimore native Oscar winner Mo’Nique.

“We are so grateful Baltimore native 
Mo’Nique is speaking out on behalf of all 
Maryland families,” said Elbridge James 
of Progressive Maryland. “People from 
all walks of life, including gay and lesbian 
couples, want their children to live in a lov-
ing, stable, committed home and be pro-
tected under the law.”

The video campaign is designed to 
raise the profile of the diverse support 
for civil marriage equality in advance of 
the 2012 legislative session. Governor 
O’Malley kicked off the effort last month. 

MME is developing additional strate-
gies to get the message across. “The co-
alition has been ramping up our grassroots 
efforts in recent weeks, including a Lobby 

Day in Annapo-
lis, regular phone 
banks, which en-
able constituents to 
call their legislators, 
letter-writing cam-
paigns, and using 
social media an as 
organizing tool,” said 
Sultan Shakir, the 
campaign manager 
for MME.” 

The Lobby Day 
event, which oc-
curred during the 
special session that 
produced the redis-
tricting plan, was a 
targeted effort and 
did not include a 
public rally on this 
occasion. The coali-
tion mobilized peo-
ple of faith, parents 
and LGBT people to 
speak with their re-
spective lawmakers 
about supporting civ-
il marriage equality. 

“The active participation of pro-equality 
supporters is vital to getting this bill over 
the finish line. We would encourage LGBT 
people to ask their moms and dads, friends 
and co-workers to get involved in this cam-
paign,” said Shakir.

It’s going to require legions of volun-
teers and significant fundraising to realize 
success in the General Assembly and in 
the potential referendum battle. Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality’s coalition part-
ners are positioning themselves to win on 
behalf of the LGBT community by getting 
their ducks in a row now. t

 Steve Charing’s outspoken blog is at 
www.stevecharing.blogspot.com. 

TOMMIE MATTOX
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Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Showdown

For as long as I can remember, I have been 
interested in the political world around me. 
I blame my mother for this, as I recall her 
making me write a letter about how I felt 
when the US hostages in Iran were freed 
under Ronald Reagan in 1981. My mother 
taught me that we need to identify common 
interests in order to move a political agenda 
forward. That is, we must look outward and 
find ways to connect with others who support 
a common goal. Labor unions and health 
care reformers have successfully worked in 
solidarity with diverse people who share a 
common goal.

Enter Identity Politics, which teaches 
us that to organize by Identity. That is, we 
advance causes that benefit our identities, 
whatever that means. For many lesbians, 
for better or for worse, we have a LGbt 
identity.

As a LGBT-identified person, we must 
favor repeal of “Don’t ask, don’t tell,” hate 
crimes penalties based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, marriage equality, 
and antidiscrimination protections based on 
gender identity. We organize as a commu-
nity around this identity. This identity gives 
us Solidarity of Identity, with all persons in 
the identity working towards a common goal 
that benefits (allegedly) the identity. In real-
ity, however, solidarity of identity does not 
exist; rather, laboring under a LGBT identity 
can create cognitive dissonance, particu-
larly for progressives (as most progressives 
are anti-military, so we don’t care about 
DADT, and anti-prison/industrial complex, 
so we don’t favor criminalizing more con-
duct) and feminists (or lesbians) as many 
feminists reject marriage as a patriarchical 
institution and find the concept of “gender 
identity” deeply conservative.

Identity, then, while a useful proxy 
to signal to others who share our identity 
how we might think about specific issues 
that impact the identity community, is ulti-
mately disappointing as an organizing tool. 
As identity politics quickly devolves into a 
game of “who’s the most oppressed iden-
tity” – a game members of an identity group 
can play all day long without advancing the 
discussion. For example, in the LGBT com-
munity, lesbians have had to endure end-

less discussions about how we – as the 
sub-identity of cisgender lesbians – oppress 
transgender women simply by virtue of our 
cisgender identity – and we are expected to 
ignore the fact that many of these transgen-
der women have lived much of their lives as 
males (or, if you prefer, the identity of white 
heterosexual man – in identity politics, the 
white heterosexual man is the Man who 
causes all the problems). Such discussions 
devolve into infighting among sub-identities 
in the identity group or, as is far more likely 
to happen, the silencing of sub-identities 
who express criticism of the alleged “most 
oppressed” identity. It’s tedious, at best.

As a (insert whatever Identity you want 
here) human, I refuse to do identity politics 
any longer. Identity politics is narcissistic 
and vain; inward looking and finger point-
ing. Identity politics creates hierarchies of 
oppression that don’t address underlying, 
systemic failures of society. In fact, if I didn’t 
know any better, I’d say that identity poli-
tics is a trick to keep us fighting each other 
while the Man profits. Some days I think 
The Man deserves to profit, as at least The 
Man sticks with an interest agenda and ad-
vances it. You don’t see The Man endlessly 
babbling about identity.

To end the endlessly irritating conversa-
tions about one’s identity – and also in the 
hope of actually accomplishing something 
– I propose an alternative: Solidarity of In-
terest. Rather than framing political discus-
sions in terms of who I am, who you are, or 
what our identities may be, let’s try framing 
these issues in terms of the goal – the “what 
we want.” 

Solidarity of Interest – it matters not how 
you identify – it only matters as to what you 
can bring to the table to advance the goal. 
Solidarity of Interest requires us to put forth 
what skills we can bring to bear to advance 
a cause. Sometimes, this inventory of as-
sets might include one’s Identity – but it is 
not the only thing that’s important to the con-
versation. Solidarity of Interest welcomes 
all people to the table who share common 
Interests – Solidarity of Interest doesn’t 
(necessarily or exclusively) care about 
your identity. Your identity only speaks for 
you and other like you who find meaning 
in the identity. And, much like the personal 
stories that swarm the identity politics orbit, 
your identity does not necessarily advance a 
goal, unless the goal is to endlessly and un-
ceasingly talk about the identity. Solidarity of 
interest demands more of us and from us – it 
calls upon us to acknowledge that there are 
goals more important that ourselves, even 
more important than our identity. At the very 
least, it demands a certain level of altruism 
in the cause of advancing an interest that will 
benefit all people with common interests. t

Solidarity of Interest

THInkInG OuT LOuD

Life is always in a state of flux. Change 
is a constant regardless of race, orienta-
tion, nationality, religion, etc. In our daily 
existence, we acknowledge change by 
marking time. Observances, be they spir-
itual or secular, color our lives and add 
meaning. During the month of Novem-
ber, many Catholics mark the passing of 
beloved saints and souls with All Saints 
Day and All Souls Day. Despite popular 
belief, saints and beloved family who 
have passed on are not being worshiped. 
Rather, they are being remembered and 
commemorated for the love they shared 
with us while alive.

The LGBT community has its own 
saints and beloved souls. From Dr. Frank 
Kameny, who just passed on, to beloved 
souls like James Baldwin, Audre Lorde, 
and Bayard Rustin, they remind us who 
we are. There are also lesser-known but 
equally loved folks who have touched our 
lives here in Baltimore. Young and old 
souls alike who we have loved and lost. 
Their influence on our lives is just as im-
portant or even more important. These 
were folks who lived among us, loved us 
and laughed with us. They cried with us 
and invited us to share in life’s ups and 
downs. Surely, we have a duty to remem-
ber.

I remember particularly in this column 
lives gone too soon. I remember a whole 

generation of gay people cut down in the 
prime of life by AIDS. People who were 
lovers, friends, and family struck down 
because of indifference to suffering. How 
are we honoring their memories? In the 20 
to 30 years since its public advent, AIDS 
has devastated millions of lives around 
the world. When we first heard about this 
killer, many thought it was a gay disease, 
an obvious punishment for a life of “sin”. 
As the years progressed, AIDS’ deadly 
reach spread across the globe, affecting 
folks regardless of orientation, economic 
status, religion and nationality. If only we 
had heeded the voices of those who had 
passed! If only their lives were valued 
enough for people to give a damn! We 
are left wondering what our lives would be 
like if this generation lived and flourished. 
What would gay life be like? How far would 
be along the way?

As far as we have come, we have still 
have a long way to go. The way forward 
is not a single road but many roads to 
achieve our freedom. Nevertheless, in all 
that we do and all we say we are, let us not 
forget the trailblazing queens and the liber-
ated lesbians of years gone by who paved 
the way. 

When Dr. Kameny began his activism, 
did he honestly envision spawning a whole 
movement? As Rustin planned the March 
on Washington behind the scenes, did he 
think that his actions would lead to global 
inspiration for years to come? What ties 
these two beloved souls together is the 
unquestioned desire to live as free and 
whole human beings. They worked as hard 
as they did because they believed that the 
world needed to be repaired. 

The world needed to be reminded that 
human dignity could not be compromised 
for want of power, money, nor so-called 
tradition. 

They inspire us beyond the divide of 
life and death because the truths they es-
poused are timeless and eternal. More-
over, in those truths, our shining pioneers 
live to inspire us to work for better days. t

Remembering: 
Notes from 
the Field

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com
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HEaLTH anD wELLnESS

Changes in 
Transgender 
Standards of Care?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a trans man and would like more 

information about the standards of care for 
transgender people.  I recently saw online 
that these have changed.  Who puts out 
the standards of care? Is there something I 
should know about newer methods of care 
for trans men?

Donovan
 

Dear Donovan,
The World Professional Association 

for Transgender Health, or WPATH, for-
merly called the Harry Benjamin Interna-
tional Gender Dysphoria Association or 
HBIGDA,   puts out a document currently 
called, “Standards of Care for the Health 
of Transsexual, Transgender and Gender 
Nonconforming People.” They have just 
come out with the seventh version of the 
Standards of Care.  The document is avail-
able to anyone interested on the WPATH 
website, www.wpath.org.

WPATH is important historically as the 
only organization, and currently the largest 
and most influential organization, which 
has taken the problems of transgender 
people seriously and attempted to come 
up with an organized approach to help-
ing transgender people.   In the past, the 
guidelines were focused mainly towards 
helping mental health professionals de-
cide when it is appropriate to recommend 
interventions for trans people, including 
everything from mental health therapy to 
hormones to surgery. 

Overall, there is a shift in focus from the 
transgender person having to prove that they 
are transgender and that they should have 
certain interventions, to a new emphasis on 
mental health and healthcare providers’ re-
sponsibility to provide care.  The changes 
reflect the fact that this set of guidelines was 
put together by a group including medical and 
legal professionals including mental health 
professionals, and including community 
members and advisors from many countries.

 Some of the important changes in-
clude:

• Removing the phrase “gender identity 
disorder” from the title of the document. 
The new guidelines emphasize that gen-
der variance is a different identity, rather 
than a disease.

• New discussions of care that go be-
yond a “gatekeeper” role.  In the past, 
the guidelines were focused on making 
sure that only “qualified” transpeople, who 
met certain criteria, most famously the 
“real-life experience” received hormones 
and surgery to change gender.  The new 
guidelines include more discussion of ap-
propriate care after hormonal and surgical 
interventions, as well as discussions of 
other important aspects of care including 
voice therapy, behavior and communica-
tion coaching, and reproductive health.

• A new statement that it is acceptable 
for medical providers who are experienced 
in transgender health care to recommend 
hormone therapy,  rather than reserving 
this role exclusively for mental health pro-
fessionals.

• The new guidelines make it clear 
that some people need to start hormone 
therapy before living full-time in their self-
identified gender, rather than generally 
recommending the “real-life experience” 
for everyone prior to starting hormones

• A statement that “reparative therapy,” 
a form of mental health therapy intended to 
convince transgender people that they should 
identify with their birth sex is unethical.

• New statements that the standards of 
care need to be applied flexibly with attention 
to the needs of individuals and also to differ-
ences in culture, important since these stan-
dards are used around the world.

• There was an attempt to make these 
standards as objectively and scientifically 
based as possible.  Although there is not 
a lot of good research about transgender 
people, the authors tried to integrate what 
is available. 

If you are a trans man who has already 
started hormone therapy, unless you are 
considering surgery, the guidelines may 
have little personal relevance for you. The 
guidelines do not make specific recom-
mendations about how to give hormonal 
therapy or which surgeries are best.

However, the changes should be help-
ful to thousands of transgender people 
around the world who are in the care of 
professionals who use these guidelines as 
a framework for their work with transgen-
der people. t

dr. eva Hersh is Chief Medical officer at 
Chase brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh Md, Chase brexton Health Services, 
1001 Cathedral St., baltimore, Md 21201
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

Grace United Methodist Church invites you and 
your family to join us in giving thanks with our 
neighboring congregation, Church of 
The Redeemer Episcopal 
(5603 N. Charles St.), 
on Wednesday, 
November 23 at 
7:30 p.m. for a 
Thanksgiving 
Eve service. 

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

WWW.GRaCEUNiTEdMEThodiST.oRG

www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

NOVEMBER 6 — “African Migration
to the U.S. in Recent Times”

Lateef Olapade Badru, PhD, Professor and
Acting Chair of Africana Studies, UMBC

NOVEMBER 13 — “The Ache for Home”
Hugh Taft-Morales, Leader, Baltimore Ethical Society

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

1st Anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011 @ 10 a.m. 
Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 

8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 
Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 

Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org
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by GREGG SHaPIRO
The decade known as the 1980s began with the regret-
table election of Ronald Reagan (how’s that trickle down 
working for you folks?). It also heralded the arrival of hard-
core punk as crafted by The Dead Kennedys and their 
irrepressible front man Jello Biafra. His latest musical in-
carnation Jello Biafra and the Guantanamo School of Med-
icine returns with the rip-roaring five-song EP enhanced 
Methods of Questioning 
(Alternative Tentacles). 
Still belting out tunes in his 
acquired taste vocal style, 
only Biafra could come up 
with a song about Henriet-
ta Lacks (“The Cells That 
Will Not Die”). He also 
lashes out the dot com 
demons plaguing North-
ern California (“Dot Com 
Monte Carlo”) and God-
pod invaders (“Invasion of 
the Mind Snatch”), among 
others.

From across the pond 
in 1980, goth godfather 
Peter Murphy and his 
band Bauhaus made it 
safe for suburban kids to dress in black, paint their finger-
nails black and experiment with eyeliner. In the nearly 30 
years since Bauhaus called it quits, Murphy has kept busy 
with other projects, most notably his solo career. With 
Ninth (Nettwerk), Murphy has released one of his best 
discs to date. Song such “Velocity Bird,” “I Split Roses,” 
“Memory Go,” “Seesaw Sway,” indicate that he still has 
what it takes. Whereas “Crème De La Crème” and “Never 
Fall Out,” find him willing to move in new and exciting di-
rections.

As a member of Split Enz, a young Neil Finn got a taste 
of being a hit songwriter when his “I Got You” from the New 
Zealand band’s 1980 “True Colours” album became an 
international pop sensation. By the mid-1980s, Finn had 
moved on to form his own band, the amazing Crowded 
House, which had its own string of hit songs. Finn also 
teamed up with brother Tim (also of Split Enz) as the Finn 
Brothers and released a few outstanding solo discs, too. Of 
all of Finn’s various musical outings, the self-titled disc by 
Pajama Club (Lester) might be the most 
unusual. A quartet featuring Finn and his 
wife Sharon, as well as Sean Donnelly, 
the album is most notable for finding Finn 
dabbling in a bit of electronica (“Can’t 
Put It Down Until It Ends,” “Dead Leg”) 
funk (“These Are Conditions,” “From a 
Friend to a Friend,” “The Game We Love 
to Play”) and punk funk (“Go Kart”) with 
appealing results.  

To call Credo (Wall of Sound/PIAS), 
the Human League’s first studio album 
in 10 years a disappointment is an un-
derstatement. Since their 1981 com-

mercial and critical breakthrough “Dare,” the 
Human League (now a trio) failed to recapture 
that groundbreaking energy, but nevertheless 

managed to score a few hits. Sadly, there’s nothing on 
Credo that sounds remotely like a hit (although “When the 
Stars Start to Shine”), definitively answering the musical 
question “Don’t You Want Me?” with a resounding, “No.”

Although Jackie DeShannon is more closely associ-
ated with the 1960s through 
her hit songs such as “Put A 
Little Love In Your Heart” and 
“What The World Needs Now 
Is Love,” she experienced an 
unexpected career uptick in 
the early 1980s when Kim 
Carnes had a hit with her 
song “Bette Davis Eyes.” De-
Shannon revisit some of her 
best-loved songs, including 
the three previously men-
tioned, on When You Walk in 
the room (Rock Beat). Also 
included are the lovely title 
tune, “Breakaway,” “Needles 
and Pins” (co-written by 
Chaz Bono’s late father Son-
ny), “Come and Stay With 
Me” and “Don’t Doubt Your-
self Babe,” to name a few.

It’s no exaggeration to 
say that there would be no 
Thomas Dolby without the 
Human League. Grabbing 
the baton and running with it, 
Dolby had some of the biggest hits of the 1980s electro era, 
including Lene Lovich’s “New Toy.” His new album a Map of 
the Floating World (Lost Toy People) ranks with “The Golden 
Age of Wireless” and “The Flat Earth” as one of his best. 
Boasting a stellar lineup of guests, including Regina Spe-
ktor (“Evil Twin Brother”), Imogen Heap (the country bump of 
“The Toad Lickers”), Mark Knopfler and Natalie MacMaster 
(“17 Hills”) and Eddie Reader (“Oceanea”), the disc also fea-
tures the slamming dance cut “Spice Train.”

Punk-metal unit Misfits were like a bridge and tunnel 
Ramones when they first surfaced nearly 30 years ago; 
part punk rock/part playtime. More metal than punk, the 
devil’s rain (Misfits), the Misfits’ first album of original 
material in more than a decade, is sure to bum out long-
time fans, particularly those still lamenting the departure 

of Glenn Danzig, for the ge-
neric nature of the material. 
It’s hard to believe that there’s 
not a single memorable track 
out of 16 songs, but it’s sad 
but true. 

Unlike the Misfits, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers have evolved 
over the years in ways that 
probably even surprise the 
band. For instance, the de-
lightful dance beat of “Mon-
archy of Roses,” the opening 
track from i’m With You (War-

iMusic: Eighties Echo
LIvELy aRTS // MUSIC

ner Brothers) is an unexpected treat, as are “The Adven-
tures of Rain Dance Maggie” and “Dance. Dance. Dance.” 
That’s not to imply that the Peppers have abandoned their 
trademark funk rock formula, as you can hear on “Factory 
of Faith,” “Ethiopia” and “Look Around.” But pure pop num-
bers such as “Meet Me At The Corner” and “Happiness 
Loves Company” are also a pleasure. 

Like RHCP, as well as fellow all-female band the Go-

Go’s, The Bangles hail from sunny Southern California. 
You could hear it in their music – the radiant harmonies 
and the blissful tunes. What’s especially amazing is that 
they made their greatest impact over the course of three 
albums, before parting ways. Lead vocalist Susanna Hoffs 
embarked on a solo music and movie career, before re-
turning to the band for a 2003 disc. Following that, Hoffs 
teamed up with Matthew Sweet for a pair of discs on 
which the duo teamed up to record vintage cover tunes. 
Which brings us to Sweetheart of the Sun (Fontana/Down 
Kiddie!), the new Bangles disc co-produced by Matthew 
Sweet. Although it pales in comparison to the Bangles’ 
`80s recordings, it nice to hear them performing together 
again, especially on “Mesmerized,” “Anna Lee,” “Ball N 
Chain” and “Through Your Eyes.”

Immediately recognizable as one of the voices of Dead 
Can Dance, Brendan Perry hasn’t been as prolific as Lisa 
Gerrard in terms of his solo output. On what is only his 
second album in nearly a dozen years, ark (The End), he 
doesn’t veer to far from the path he paved in DCD. That 
is sure to please some, while others might wish for just a 
little variety in the music.

Finally, Beastie Boys have been setting booties shak-
ing with their brand of blue-eyed hip-hop for 25 years. 
Hot Sauce Committee Part two (Capitol), comprising ele-
ments of parts one and two, following Adam Yauch’s bout 
with cancer, shows that these boys, now grown-ass men, 
still have plenty to say and know exactly how to frame it in 
“body movin’” beats. t

The decade 
known as the 
1980s began 

with the 
regrettable 

election 
of Ronald 

Reagan – and 
the arrival of 

hardcore punk

Jello biafra
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CHRISTOPHER SIEbER
– continued from front page

LIvELy aRTS // MUSIC

ago when you could be irresponsible? (laughs) So this is a 
different experience for me because after the show I’m so 
exhausted because it’s such a big part, I have to go back 
to my hotel room, watch TV and be quiet.

CD: On broadway you played Georges, so you 
didn’t have to go through as much preparation as you 
do now.

CS: Georges’ songs aren’t hard, they’re not high. 
Georges has “You On My Arm,” “Look Over There” … 
umm, he has … yeah, that’s all he has, really. I have five 
or six songs as Albin/Zaza. It’s a lot. It’s a lot, but the part 
is so much fun to play, it really is, it’s a blast. There’s so 
much there.

CD: what made you decide to swap roles for the 
tour?

CS: I had done the show on Broadway, and I had kind 
of done Georges, and the producer Barry Weissler asked 
me if I would be interested in doing the tour, and I said, 
“You know what? I don’t know. Maybe.” And he says, “I 
kind of want to ask you to do Zaza,” and I thought that that 
was kind of a cool challenge actually, and it’s such a great 
part, and I can scratch it off of my list of parts I wanted to 
play so I said sure, if we can make a good deal, make it 
worth my while to go on the road, I’ll totally go. And, you 
know, I’m having a blast with it. And the hard part is watch-
ing George Hamilton do Georges, because when you do a 
part and you know the ins and the outs of it, and you watch 
somebody else do it, it’s kind of like watching someone 
drive your brand new car in a way.

CD: Do you have the urge to give him direction?
CS: Yes, but I have to bite my tongue. (laughs)
CD: and what’s it like working with George Ham-

ilton?
CS: He is a doll, I’ll tell you that. He is self-deprecat-

ing, so funny, a charming, charming, dashing man, not a 
diva bone in his body, just a lovely, lovely guy.

CD: That’s always good to hear.
CS: Yeah, because it could make the tour really hell-

ish if there’s somebody opposite you who is a major diva, 
and most of the time divas… and I’ve worked with a few 
of them, and they’re only divas when they have to be … 
they’re the real insecure divas that are just basically bitch-
es the entire time. They’re horrible to be around.

CD: Looking at the show, the original version had 
that whole political/religious angle and it’s still rele-
vant in today’s political climate.

CS: It’s so relevant today, yeah. It’s the gays against 
the conservatives, basically, is what the show is. It’s kind 
of like the ongoing battle… the story is our son decides 
he wants to marry this girl Anne, and his girlfriend is the 
daughter of a very conservative politician who’s trying to 
sweep clean the types of clubs like La Cage aux Folles, 
and sweep these people away so they don’t exist any-
more. So Jean-Michel wants his parents to butch it up and 
it just doesn’t work out and hilarity ensues. It’s a covert 
message about be who you are, and there’s a line in the 
show that if we’ve done our jobs correctly you’ll leave with 
more than a folded program and a torn ticket stub, be-
cause it’s a covert message that will make you think a 
little bit. It’s something like, “Life is too short to judge, to 

hate, we can all live together, and just because you’re gay 
doesn’t mean we can’t be a family.” And that message 
comes through and it’s kind of an interesting … because 
in this production, it’s such an intimate production. We’ve 
cut back a lot of the over-the-top numbers and everything, 
and just brought everything down real to make La Cage 
aux Folles an actual little club, and it works really, really 
well.

CD: Okay, I was wondering what the differences 
were between the original production and this version.

CS: Yeah, they cut back a lot; they cut right down to the 
story, which is basically the family. So they really knocked 
it down. Terry Johnson, our director, really pared it down 
so it’s almost like a play with the best music in the world.

CD: and speaking of music, you certainly get to 
perform probably the most iconic gay anthem ever. 
what’s it like to sing that song every night and wonder 
if audiences are really getting the message 
of it?

CS: Well, my parents saw the show and my 
mom said, “You made me cry,” and I was like, 
“Why,” and she said that song, “I Am What I 
Am,” “it was you.” And I was like, “Yeah,” and 
she said it was just amazing and great, and I 
was so happy because my mom never gives 
me compliments. (laughs) My parents never 
give me compliments because it’s the Minne-
sota way – if someone gives you a compliment 
then you think you’re something! (laughs) But 
they gave me a compliment and I was very sur-
prised. But that song, it moves people and it 
certainly is one of those songs that you have to 
be prepared for even as a performer because 
you kind of have to go down a rabbit hole with 
it. Luckily, I’ve had a lovely … quite the his-
tory of, you know, being a gay man, and I’m 42 
now and all the stuff that I had to go through I 
can use in that song. But basically, ultimately, 
it’s all about pride and being true to yourself and 
being who you are. And I think it’s one of the best songs 
for musical theatre ever written. It really is. It’s like a little 
play in itself. But such a great song, and so moving and 
the words are so true, “Life’s not worth a damn, till you can 
say hey world, I am what I am. And your life is a sham, till 
you can shout out loud I am what I am.” I mean those are 
just terrific lyrics.

CD: It gives me goose bumps just hearing you say 
the words.

CS: Oh, good!
CD: How long does it take you to get into the whole 

Zaza character?
CS: It’s about 45 minutes before the show; we start 

our makeup process, which is basically just kind of a base 
because I do put the makeup on stage myself in front of 
the audience.

CD: and you’re in and out of makeup throughout 
the show?

CS: Well, the way it’s done now, Albin just stays in his 
show makeup, because somebody noticed that between 
shows in the West End and on Broadway, the showgirls 
don’t take their makeup off, they don’t even take their wig 
prep off. They just put on a bald cap and sunglasses, and 
they go out. So that’s exactly, when we hit the Promenade 
scene, that’s exactly what we do. So I have a hat on and 

I have sunglasses on, and I still have my big old lashes 
on and my eye shadow (laughs), so I’m only in and out of 
makeup three times, not like the old show where it was 
every other scene where you had to put on, take off, put 
on, take off.

CD: you’re now playing the role Harvey fierstein 
played on broadway. any urge to take on any of his 
other roles now, like Edna in Hairspray?

CS: I did Edna already at the Paper Mill Playhouse 
in New Jersey. It was a great experience. It was exciting.

CD: Cool! Speaking of roles that require some 
preparation, I remember seeing you on the Tonys do-
ing your part from Shrek the Musical. Did you have to 
do that entire part on your knees?

CS: Yeah, yeah, I pick the parts that kind of destroy 
me for some reason. (laughs) For my next show, I think 
I’m going to do one called “Whispers in Pajamas,” where 

I’m in a bed, in pajamas and I have to whisper 
all my lines and music to a nursemaid and 
she has to sing it for me. That or “Jazzy the 
Musical” in a little hoveround chair. (laughs) 
Yeah, I do parts because I like the challenge 
of it and plus there’s so much stuff you can 
do, like weird stuff, like Farquad in Shrek the 
Musical was so bizarre.

CD: Hopefully the only thing that hurts 
after this tour is your feet from the heels! 
How long is your tour with La Cage?

CS: We are going to be on the road for 
about a year or so, 42 weeks. I think we end 
in Canada.

CD: well, I’m sure you’re going to take 
a nice long rest after this, but what’s your 
dream project down the road? what do 
you want to do next?

CS: Well, it really sounds like a cliché but 
I really want to direct something. It’s so cli-
ché but I think I have a good eye for things. 
I teach kids, high school students, that really 

want the desire to do theatre, I do workshops and stuff 
with them, and that’s really actually a lot of fun because 
they come prepared and they really want to do it, so that’s 
really nice. I like doing that, but to direct people, to do a 
production would be really neat if I could do that. I think I 
have a good eye and know the pace of the shows, and I 
know how to work things so I think it would be … even if 
it was just an acting coach or something, I think I’m pretty 
good at that, I guess. I don’t know. (laughs) We’ll see.

CD: I think there is plenty of evidence to prove 
that!

CS: I know that when I teach I can get these kids to do 
stuff that they didn’t think was possible, and you can see it 
on their face when they have a breakthrough, they’re like, 
“Oh my god! I never even thought of that!” And I’m like, 
“Yeah!” We just did one here in Minneapolis and it was ter-
rific. These kids came in and they were prepared and they 
were just great. They were really enthusiastic, and not all 
of them could sing but it doesn’t matter if you can sing or 
not, even if you’re doing musical theatre. You just have to 
interpret it right and do it right, and people will buy it. t

I think that whatever role Christopher Sieber is inter-
preting, audiences will buy it. You can get more informa-
tion about the national tour of La Cage aux Folles by visit-
ing LaCage.com. t

photo: Paul Kolnik
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LIvELy aRTS // OUT ON STAGE

by STEvE CHaRInG
It’s a pity that La Cage aux Folles is playing in Baltimore 
for only a week. The touring production of the multiple 
Tony award-winning musical currently mounted at the 
Hippodrome Theatre is a winner in every aspect, be it 
performing, staging, costumes, scenic design, music and 
direction. 

La Cage aux Folles made Tony award history by being 
the first show ever to win the coveted prize three times for 
best production. La Cage aux Folles is already legend-
ary in theatre yore; the superb composer Jerry Herman 
(Mame, Hello dolly!), Harvey Fierstein (torch Song tril-
ogy) who wrote the book and 
director Arthur Laurents col-
laborated in a fun-filled musi-
cal comedy based on the 1973 
play La Cage aux Folles by 
Jean Poiret. 

La Cage aux Folles 
opened on Broadway in 1983 
and had spawned two hit re-
vivals. Earlier two successful 
French films with the same ti-
tle had been adapted from the 
play and a third one premiered 
in 1985. In 1996 the American 
film the birdcage, based on 
the French movie, became a 
box office smash.

While the production for 
the tour’s version has been 
scaled down some and a few 
tweaks have taken place, the core plot is the same as 
the original. Georges, played by venerable performer and 
headliner George Hamilton, owns a glitzy, drag nightclub 
in Saint-Tropez, and his gay partner, Albin, played by 
Christopher Sieber (see front page story), moonlights as 
a glamorous drag diva, Zaza.

Georges’ 24-year-old son Jean-Michel (Billy Harrigan 
Tigue) shocks both he and Albin by announcing that he is 
engaged to (gasp!) a woman—the daughter of the head 
of the conservative Tradition, Family and Morality Party 
whose goal is to close down the local drag clubs. Jean-
Michel wants his fiancée’s parents to meet Georges as 
well as his birth mother. But the flamboyant Albin/Zaza 
must not be seen for at least that one night.

What ensues is a hilarious, outrageous romp, testing 
family bonds amidst the battle between conservative fam-
ily values and genuine young love. One of the highlights 
was the frenetic “what are the boys doing on the plate?” 
sequence.

The campy, naughty drag performances by the nimble 
and fun-loving Les Cagelles ensemble and their interac-
tion with the actual audience, especially in the first act, 
were top-notch.

Tony award-winning director Terry Johnson, who 
helmed much of his work in London’s West End, was 
masterful in bringing the production to the high level it 
achieved.

George Hamilton, who had some Broadway musical 
background when he appeared in Chicago, is best known 

La Cage: The Best of Times is Now
by GREGG SHaPIRO
Taking viewers through four seasons in the life of a city 
wrestling with senseless violence, Hoop dreams director 
Steve James returns to Chicago’s inner-city with the in-
terrupters (Kartemquin). Focusing on three violence inter-
rupters from the anti-urban violence coalition CeaseFire, 
the doc is as much about the impact people can have on 
the lives of others as it is about how people who want to 
change the direction of their lives can do so.

Beginning in summer during a meeting at the Cease-
Fire office in Chicago’s Englewood neighborhood, a clash 
breaks out on the street, resulting not only in bodily in-
jury (i.e. the loss of teeth) but also retribution from butcher 
knife-toting family members. This example of the way the 

carnage cycles and escalates, sets the “grievances justify 
violence” tone for the remainder of the film.

Ameena Matthews, daughter of legendary gang leader 
Jeff Fort (currently serving a life sentence for terrorism) and 
an ex-gang enforcer herself, is one of the violence inter-
rupters profiled. Her own story is as compelling as any in 
the film. When she takes troubled teen Caprysha under her 
wing, refusing to give up on her, it makes perfect sense. 

Cobe Williams, 38, who served 12 years for drug traf-
ficking and attempted murder, is the second interrupter 
featured in the film. He works with Letoya Oliver, a mother 
of three sons, one of whom is in prison and the other two 
are in rival gangs. He also meets with “Flamo,” whose 
mission of vengeance almost undoes him, as well as “Lil 
Mikey,” who was released from prison at 17. The emo-
tional and dramatic high point of the film occurs when “Lil 
Mikey” returns to the scene of the crime, the barbershop 
that he held up, to offer a heartfelt apology to the people 
whose lives he forever changed.

Interrupter Eddie Bocanegra, who served 14 years, 
half of his life, for a murder he committed as a teenager, 
sees his mission as a personal. His presence in the life 
of students at the Namaste Charter School as well as the 
young sister of a teen who died in her arms are also emo-
tionally overwhelming. 

What makes the interrupters particularly poignant is 
the way that the headline and national news-making mur-
der of Derrion Albert is woven into the fabric of the story. 
The tragedy called necessary attention to the epidemic 
and created interest in finding ways to stop the killing. 
Ultimately, the interrupters provide a message of hope 
amidst the desperation, light in the bleak darkness. t

The Interrupters
for his work in film and television (the Man Who Loved 
Cat dancing, Love at First bite, doc Hollywood, dynasty). 
While he does not possess strong vocal chops, his sing-
ing was serviceable. “Song on the Sand” was particularly 
performed well.

Drawing on a half-century of experience, the fit-as-
a-fiddle, dashing Hamilton had the timing and instincts 
down pat. And while at times he appeared a little stiff in 
his movements and dialogue, he exuded a warm charm 
and played beautifully opposite Christopher Sieber. The 
chemistry between Hamilton’s Georges and Sieber’s Al-
bin/Zaza is what makes the show work. 

Tony award nominee Sieber’s 
performance was superb. No 
stranger to La Cage, he had 
played the role of Georges oppo-
site Harvey Fierstein on Broad-
way. He also received plaudits 
for Spamalot, thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie, beauty and the beast 
among others. 

True, Sieber’s numbers were 
showier than others in the score, 
but he delivered big time. “A Little 
More Mascara” was performed 
very well. And he brought the 
house down with his scintillating 
rendition of the gay anthem “I Am 
What I Am.”

The supporting cast also con-
tributed mightily to the show’s 
quality. Jeigh Madjus effectively 

played the over-the-top, flamboyant housemaid, Jacob. 
Billy Harrigan Tigue as Jean-Michel was excellent as were 
his duets with Hamilton (“With Anne on My Arm” and “Look 
Over There”).

Allison Blair McDowell played Anne, Jean-Michel’s 
somewhat conflicted fiancée. She did a creditable job 
defending her love for her fiancée while acknowledging 
her love for her family. Her father, the conservative mor-
als politico M. Dindon, was played wonderfully by Bernard 
Burak Sheredy.

Gay Marshall was excellent portraying the mischie-
vous restaurant owner Jacqueline where the unmasking 
of Albin’s true identity took place. The remainder of the 
cast performed admirably as well.

Tim Shortall’s scenic design made efficient use of 
the stage, and the sets transformed flawlessly. Matthew 
Wright’s costumes were colorful and imaginative. Jona-
than Deans sound design was expertly executed and the 
performers were well mic’d. 

And the musical production team of Todd Ellison, John 
Miller, Joey Chancey, Jason Carr and Lynne Page saw to 
it that Jerry Herman’s score was delivered perfectly by an 
outstanding orchestra and cast. As the finale pointed out, 
“The Best of Times” is now. t

la Cage  aux  folles runs through November 6 at the 
Hippodrome theatre. Matinees are performed on both 
Saturday and Sunday. tickets are available at the box of-
fice or through ticketmaster. Visit Lacage.com for more 
information.

 

George Hamliton (l) as Georges and Christopher 
Sieber as albin / Zaza photo: Paul Kolnik

REEL ADVICE
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The Interrupters

HALLOWEEN PARTY AT THE HOME OF DR. RON TAYLOR 
OCTOBER 29, 2011
PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Recently, I participated in two completely 
different events that challenged me in en-
tirely new ways. Two weeks ago I attend-
ed the Baltimore Running Festival and ran 
my first half-marathon, and the following 
week I participated in the Tough Mudder, 
a 10-mile crazy obstacle course!

So, the half-marathon is 13.1 miles 
through the hilly streets of Baltimore by 
Patterson Park, around Druid Lake and 
through the Stadiums. I 
trained for this as best I 
could with the time con-
straints that I have and 
did the best I could. I was 
most proud of the fact 
that I finished the race 
and that I didn’t stop to 
walk or stretch but that 
I kept running the whole 
time! 

I’m not saying that I 
was running like the wind 
or anything like that but 
I was able to maintain at 
least a jog for the entire 
race. The marathon for 
me was a personal chal-
lenge, one that I trained 
for alone and participat-
ed in alone (despite the 
25,000 people that at-
tended). 

And every time I wanted to stop or 
quit, either during the training or the race, 
I thought of my clients and what I tell them 
to keep going and how they actually moti-
vate me to be stronger mentally! No mat-
ter how much my feet hurt during that race 
or how tired I was, I kept them in mind. 
I thought of my clients who’ve overcome 
cancer or HIV, life altering injuries, those 
with chronic pain and that kept me going 
all the way to the finish!

The Tough Mudder on the other hand 
was a completely different animal. Now, 
I don’t recommend to anyone doing two 
long distance events in back to back 
weekends, but why would I heed that ad-
vice? Needless to say I’m exhausted. 

I simultaneously trained for this event 
and the “half” which was definitely a chal-
lenge. However, for the Mudder I had a 
training partner who would also be partic-
ipating in the event. This made all the dif-
ference in the world. He and I were able 
to push and motivate one another to do 
things that we knew were hard and if dur-
ing the race one of us messed up (which 
was usually me), the other was there to 
help! 

I don’t think that I could’ve made it 
through the Mudder without someone 
to help push me and keep me focused. 
Parts of the event included running up a 
Double Black Diamond Ski slope, being 
submerged in 34-degree water, jumping 

down a dark shoot, 
climbing under barb 
wire and getting 
electrocuted! 

I’ve always 
known that what 
I do as a trainer 
helps motivate oth-
ers. But these two 
events really helped 
me to feel that first 
hand and prove 
to me more than 
ever that we all can 
overcome great ad-
versity in our lives. 
Whether it’s physi-
cal, spiritual or men-
tal, each of us has 
the strength within 
us to prevail, the 
strength to endure 

and the strength to overcome any of life’s 
obstacles. 

So the next time you are feeling the 
weight of the world crushing down on 
you, look within for your inner strength, 
your true strength and never be afraid to 
ask for help! t

Joshua H. buchbinder (jbuchbinder@ 
lifetimefitness.com) is a personal trainer 
at Life time Fitness (7220 Lee deforest 
drive, Columbia, Maryland – 410-953-
0022).

The author going through electro 
shock therapy at Tough Mudder
photo: Amy Buchbinder

Strength to 
Endure

WOWWHAT A DEAL!

$50 A MONTH
for the first 6 months when you join!*

*Offer expires Sept. 30, 2011.  Certain restrictions apply.

Life
Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
for

Join COMMAND for 
november 5th 
Mr. Maryland Leather’s 
Contestant Meet & 
Greet Party 

november 6th  
Mr. Maryland Leather’s  
2012 Victory Party
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I provide all kinds of coaching: career 
change, interviewing skills, entrepreneur-
ial efforts, weight loss, overcoming shy-
ness. Lately, I’ve gotten to do more dating 
coaching than I have in a while, and it’s a 
striking reminder of how society – straight 
and gay – has us focused on all the wrong 
things when it comes to dating.

Now, before I get started, it’s important 
to draw a distinction between hooking up 
and seeking a companion. Hooking up is 
fine, been there and done that, and I have 
no objection to it. 

However, in my life coaching practice, 
I recommend you do not mix the two – 
avoid trying to force a hot hook-up into 
a romantic dating partner, and avoid run-
ning hot-and-cold with someone you’re 
dating based on how horny you are at the 
time.

Whether you’re looking for a steady 
dating companion or a spouse, it helps 
to focus during the first few dates on 
the things that are likely to lead to a fun, 
smooth, intimate companionship, right? 

Well, instead, love songs, movies, TV, 
friends, and family often distract us with 
things that aren’t that important, such as:

• Is she hot?
• Is he in the “scene” (I hate that expres-

sion), out of the “scene,” or in between?
• How much money does she make?
• Does he make your heart thump out 

of your chest, your throat dry up, and your 
brain go blank?

• Do you swoon under her charm?
• Does he complete you?
• Is she witty and intelligent?
• Would your friends, coworkers, and/

or family approve?
• Can you talk and talk and talk and talk 

for hours on your first date?
• Do you both love Lady Gaga and long 

walks on the beach?
I have a whole dating program that I 

present to my clients, and I can’t fit it all 
into this one column. But I’ll give you the 
reader’s digest summary: 

• Decide if she or he is romantically 
and sexually hot enough (at least a 7 on a 
scale from 1 to 10).

• If yes, refocus on compatibility and 
partnering.

It’s possible to have a very long discus-
sion about what makes two people com-
patible, but I like to use the Green acres 
example. You need to be able to co-exist 
under the same roof – or spend a lot of time 
together – peacefully, smoothly, enjoyably, 
and productively. If she wants a penthouse 
on Park Avenue and you want to be a lady 
farmer in the country, then there isn’t much 
common ground there. Life isn’t a sit-com, 
and the “opposites attract” dynamic has its 
limits.

When judging compatibility, shift your 
main focus away from what you “enjoy” to 
what you “value.” What are three or four 
categories of things that you love, that 
you’re consistently drawn to, or that you 
feel very strongly about in life? Examples 
could include spending time in the out-
doors (and why), caring about social jus-
tice, loving competition, loving city life and 
being a part of the latest trends, being into 
the arts, a strong spiritual practice, being 
active in mainstream (or alternative) poli-
tics, and so on. 

Take a look at your loves/values and 
then those of your date. Can they co-exist 
over time together? Can you support one 
another in individual goals and pursuits?

In addition to basic compatibility, make 
sure that you both can communicate and 
support one another without lapsing into 
criticism, contempt, stonewalling, defen-
siveness, and other relationship-destroy-
ing behaviors. Can she follow through 
on commitments – basic ones. Does she 
show up on time for the date, tell the truth 
even about the little things, and is kind and 
compassionate? Is he flexible and able to 
put his own needs aside momentarily for 
the sake of others?

It’s about partnering. And it’s amazing 
the number of times someone will provide 
evidence on the first date that they aren’t 
a good potential partner for you. But you 
have to shake off the goo-goo eyes to be 
able to see the partnering evidence.

I’ll leave you with a challenging, fas-
cinating quote from Buddhist philosophy. 
The primary focus for a couple should be 
on supporting the happiness and well-be-
ing of the other person. 

No, Virginia, it’s not about what turns 
you on; it’s about what you can actively 
support out of love for your partner. t

Learn more at baltimoreLifeCoachGer-
ry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Dating is About 
Partnering!

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
November 4 – 22

now – 
Nov 6 
The Rocky Horror 
Show

From Factory Edge 
Theatre Works, Richard 
O’Brien’s musical cult 
classic comes vividly 
to life with an array of 
characters from Dr 
Frank-N-Furter, the not-
so-sweet transvestite 
from Transylvania, to 
Brad and Janet, and a 
host of others. Balti-
more Theatre Project,45 
West Preston Street, 
Baltimore, MD. $18-$25 

Nov 5
Close your bank ac-
count

On November 5, 
people all across Amer-
ica will be moving their 
money out of the big 
Wall Street banks and 
into community banks 
and credit unions. For 
more information visit 
www.moveon.org

Nov 6 
Transparent Day

Founded three 
years ago by Erica 
Fields and Maryland 
gender rights advo-
cate Sharon Brackett, 
Transparent day is a 
day for transgender 
parents to give their 
children a third option 
for a day to celebrate 
their unique parents. 
Families with trans 
members of all ages, 
as well as friends and 
allies, are encouraged 
to attend a potluck 
from 2 – 6 p.m. at 

the GLCCB, 241 W. 
Chase St. Baltimore 
MD

Nov 12
auditions! Can you 
act?

Audition for that 
Pretty Pretty; or, the 
rape Play by Sheila 
Callaghan and Blood-
bound and Tongue-
tied by Jacqueline 
E. Lawton. Come 
prepared with a one-
minute monologue, 
comedic or dramatic 
and prepared to read 
sides as requested 
by the directors. The 
Strand Theater, 1823 
N. Charles Street, Bal-
timore, MD at 6 p.m. 
Visit strand-theater.org 
for more information.

Nov 16 
Opportunity to 
Create Change

The National 
Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force will have 
their annual confer-
ence in Charm City 
from January 25-29. 
Baltimore organizers 
will meet for planning 
on November 16. You 
can make a change in 
our community by vol-
unteering. Four hours 
of volunteer work will 
earn FREE registra-
tion to the January 
conference (the regu-
lar fee is $325). The 
meeting will be held at 
the GLCCB from 7 – 9 
p.m. 241 W. Chase 
St. Baltimore MD. 
For more informa-
tion about Creating 

Change, visit www.
creatingchange.org

Nov 16
Transgender Issues 
working Group

 The input and 
perspective of our 
transgender support-
ers is vital for the 
advancement of trans-
gender issues, legisla-
tion and education in 
our community. The 
working group meets 
every other Wednes-
day at the Equal-
ity Maryland offices 
1201 S. Sharp Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21230). 
7 p.m. Free, registra-
tion required. For info 
contact owen@equali-
tymaryland.org

Nov 22 
Howard County 
PfLaG Trans 
Parents forum 
meeting

The parents of 
trans children have 
asked PFLAG for a 
place where they can 
meet and share con-
cerns and challenges of 
parenting trans children. 
The group represents 
children from age 3 
to age 30. The group 
runs concurrent to the 
PFLAG Howard County 
Rainbow Youth and Al-
lies meeting in the same 
center, but in a different 
room. Meetings are held 
on the fourth Tuesday 
of every month. 7:30 - 
9:30 p.m. Owen Brown 
Interfaith Center, 7246 
Cradlerock Way, Co-
lumbia Maryland.
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The Capital Grille announces the new fall 
“Plates” menu, featuring combinations using 
the season’s freshest ingredients that offers 
guests new customizable combinations of 
soup or salad, a sandwich and a side for 
$18. For guests with a limited amount of 
time, The Capital Grille ensures guests can 
enjoy a delicious lunch in about 45 minutes. 

Guests of The Capital Grille in Baltimore 
can choose from nine “plates” offerings – 
three soups/salads, three sandwiches and 
three sides.

“Our new Knife and Fork BLT adds a 
signature twist to this classic sandwich fa-

DInInG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

vorite. A generous portion of crisp bacon is 
paired with a Grana Padano Cheese Crisp 
and Heirloom Tomatoes on a bed of lettuce, 
topped with a unique black pepper and 
chive aioli,” notes Executive Chef Daniel 
Henry. 

Chef Henry continues: “We are also 
pleased to offer dishes made with sea-
sonal vegetables like mushrooms and but-
ternut squash. Our creamy Porcini Bisque 
captures the rich flavor of the mushrooms 
in a smooth, velvety soup. We added our 
special twist to Roasted Butternut Squash 
by pairing it with Cranberry Chutney for a 
balance of flavors that is sure to please.”

I was asked to give the new fall “Plates” 
menu a try but since I am a teacher by 
day I got it to go and enjoyed it over my 
break. I started with the creamy Porcini 
Bisque with its robust flavors and smooth 
finish. I then had the Lobster Roll with a 
side of truffle fries. The Lobster Roll had 
very large pieces of claw meat and a nice 
balance of flavors. I could smell the truffle 
fries before I even open the container. The 
seasonings on the fries were strong but 
balanced.

Note that this tasting was a comple-
mentary media tasting to share the new 
menu items; however, all thoughts and 
opinions are my own. t

The Capital Grille
500 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
443-703-4064

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

$10 Lunch Specials
Tuesday - Friday

11am - 3pm 

Choose from 7 different specials  
including a non-alcoholic beverage. 

Full Menu also available.

Join us for 
Hora Feliz!

Happy Hour Specials from 4-7pm

Enjoy ice cold margaritas, 
homemade guacamole, 

and savory mexican cuisine.
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by JEff HaMMERbERG
Should I get my real estate license before 
buying a home?

There is no doubt that getting a real 
estate license will take a large portion of 
time, devotion, and, of course, money… all 
of which will be done to ultimately “Earn 
you a commission” (that may be a ques-
tion). My other question to you would be, 
“If you put this much time, devotion, ener-
gy and investment into furthering your own 
career, what would the payoff be?”

It seems focusing on your career, and 
working with an expert in the real estate 
business pays off in two separate ways;

• When working with a professional 
buyer or sellers agent that is experienced 
in real estate, your chances of costly mis-
takes are minimal and your chances for 
an expert negotiation on your purchase or 
sale are enhanced.

• Putting this type of commitment into 
your own profession should earn you an 
annual raise equal to a commission, which 
you will collect every year for the rest of 
your working life!

I’d also like to point out that the real 
estate industry has experienced such com-
plication over the past few years, that it’s 
hard to imagine anyone would be interest-
ed in such a fiasco.

You should seriously consider the 
amount of time, dedication, energy and 
money it will take to obtain your real es-
tate license. The decision is yours whether 
you think it’s worth it or not, but, as far as 
I’m concerned, I would not be willing to 
go through that entire process in order to 
buy or sell one house. It is normally a bet-
ter idea to leave it up to someone who is 
highly qualified, experienced and does this 
every day. 

It certainly may be worth your time, 

however, if you’re retired, unemployed, 
underemployed, and were planning to pur-
chase a home strictly for the sake of fixing 
it up and re-selling for a profit ~ Or even 
better if you plan to buy multiples houses. 

Real estate license requirements vary 
depending on which state you reside in. 
In addition to licensing and testing there 
are requirements for insurance, continu-
ing annual education, and don’t forget as 
a new agent you’ll be required to hang you 
licensed under an employing broker, which 
of course will want a piece of every com-
mission you earn. 

Every state has its own specific require-
ments and restrictions for individuals who 
are seeking a real estate license: There is 
a broad variety of regulations among all 
the United States. 

The best suggestion I can offer is that 
you take a blank piece of paper and make 
a basic pros and cons list… for each item 
that is listed (as a pro/con) assign a num-
ber between one and three which will rep-
resent the importance of that particular 
pro/con. Once you have completed your 
list, add up the importance value numbers 
for each column. This should be a simple 
process for discovering the better solution 
for your specific situation. 

Additionally, there is certainly an ex-
traordinary amount of resources through-
out the internet and also specialists who 
you can refer to for advice, so this would 
be a good idea as well.

Being a real estate agent is a great ca-
reer – if you’d like to make a career of it, 
move forward with this knowledge… other-
wise, continue doing what you do best. t

Jeff Hammerberg is Ceo of Gayreal-
estate.com offering free buyers representa-
tion, free sellers competitive market analy-
sis and free relocation kits to any uS city.

Sell a House Without a License?
yOuR MOnEy // REAL ESTATE

by wOODy DERRICkS
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor
Continued concern over the debt burden 
of the developed world combined with the 
deeply divided political landscape in Wash-
ington, D.C. has many investors question-
ing the sustainability of the economic re-
covery following the Great Recession of 
2008. Growth has slowed and we believe 
the chance of revisiting a recession has in-
creased to approximately 35%. However, 
the most likely scenario remains that glob-
al growth will continue at its modest pace, 
which could offer an upside surprise for an 
increasingly bearish-biased market.

While these volatile markets are send-
ing many investors scrambling for a rock 
to hide under to wait out the uncertainty, I 
believe turning over those rocks in search 
of investment opportuni-
ties may prove fruitful over 
the long term. Fear and 
emotion oftentimes defines 
short-term market reactions. 
However, when fear is at its 
pinnacle, a patient tempera-
ment, faith in your investment plan, and a 
commitment to opportunistic investments 
can ultimately turn short-term market chal-
lenges into long-term investment success.

One does not have to go far into the 
history books to find two periods where 
short-term fear transitioned into invest-
ment triumphs. Today’s investment envi-
ronment is causing investors to face simi-
lar challenges to those that haunted them 
in 2008 and again during the summer of 
2010. In both of those periods, prices had 
declined further than their fundamental 
values and proactive policy action by cen-
tral banks served as the catalyst to lure op-
portunistic investors back into the market. 
I believe that the same environment exists 
today and the same elixir is needed for 
these uncertain times. 

The crowded trade certainly remains 
bearish, but policy actions to stoke the 
economic growth fire have begun again 
in earnest. The Federal Reserve Bank an-
nounced today that they will provide addi-
tional stimulative monetary policy through 
Operation Twist. Moreover, many central 
banks around the world that had been in-
tentionally slowing their country’s growth 
in an attempt to head off inflation are now 
switching from the brake to the gas ped-
al to provide more stimulus to jump start 
growth and the stalling global economic 
recovery.

The market appears to be suffering 
much more from a lack of clarity and a wave 

of uncertainty than it is a degradation in 
economic fundamentals. While growth has 
undoubtedly slowed, most corporations 
are still on pace to post near-record third 
quarter profits, business spending contin-
ues to be strong, and retail sales remain 
positive. In fact, buoyed by surging auto 
production and sales following the disrup-
tion caused by Japan’s springtime natural 
disaster, economic growth this quarter for 
the United States may be poised to not 
only be the fastest of the year, but also to 
be faster than the first two quarters of the 
year combined.

Despite this modest and far from disas-
trous outlook, uncertainty has outweighed 
optimism and question marks have out-
paced clarity. The market is essentially 
suffering from a recession of confidence. 
With the mood decidedly bearish, the mar-

ket does not believe in this recovery 
and investors do not have faith that 
policy makers can avert the second 
recession in three years. But, it is 
fear and emotional disbelief that of-
ten serves as the catalysts to lower 
expectations – and stock prices – to 

levels that even market bears see the val-
ue of owning. While the market still faces a 
challenging environment and has a wall of 
worry to overcome, I believe that patience 
and a vigorous commitment to your invest-
ment plan is the best strategy to weather 
this bout of uncertainty and serve as yet 
another example of the resiliency of the 
markets, the global economy, and Ameri-
can business. As always, if you have ques-
tions, I encourage you to contact your ad-
visor.

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. The 
economic forecasts set forth in the presen-
tation may not develop as predicted and 
there can be no guarantee that strategies 
promoted will be successful.

The Federal Open Market Committee 
action known as “Operation Twist” began 
in 1961. The intent was to flatten the yield 
curve in order to promote capital inflows 
and strengthen the dollar. The Fed utilized 
open market operations to shorten the ma-
turity of public debt in the open market. 
The action has subsequently been reex-
amined in isolation and found to have been 
more effective than originally thought. As a 
result of this reappraisal, similar action has 
been suggested as an alternative to quan-
titative easing by central banks. t

this research material has been pre-
pared by LPL Financial. 

Perspective on the Economy
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Here Come 
the Holidays! 
I can’t believe it! It seems like only yester-
day that everyone was complaining about 
how hot it is outside. Now we are in that 
busy part of the year with one big holiday 
after another. Oh well, what can you do? 
Ready or not here 
come the holidays! 

The ShipMates 
Club of Baltimore 
celebrated my fa-
vorite holiday, Hal-
loween, with a bar 
night at the Balti-
more Eagle on Sat-
urday, October 29. 
True a Halloween 
costume party in a 
leather bar can be 
somewhat redun-
dant. It was a fun 
night of all you can 
drink draft beer, 
Jell-O shots, a 50-
50 raffle, and oh 
those costumes! 
The ShipMates 
want to thank ev-
eryone for coming 
out and supporting 
this event. You can 
find the ShipMates 
again on Saturday, 

November 12 when they have a bar night at 
Leon’s Leather Lounge and the ShipMates 
will be back at the Baltimore Eagle for a bar 
night on Saturday, November 19. Speaking 
of the Triple L, did you get a chance to see 
the Halloween decorations in that place? 
Congratulations to popular bartender 
Wayne who really did an outstanding job. 
The decorations at Leon’s and Triple L were 
really fun. I loved it!  

The next big holiday is Thanksgiving 
and Thanksgiving Weekend in the Leather 
Community means only one thing: “Santa 
Saturday.” On Saturday, November 26, 
2011, the Buck’s Motorcycle Club will pres-
ent the 38th Annual Santa Saturday Ben-
efit at the Paradise in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. There will be an auction of donated 
items, live entertainment, a leather shop, 
photos with the Buck’s bear Santa, a 50-
50 raffle, and much more! This is a hugely 
popular event. Check out www.bucksmc.

org for more de-
tails. 

You can also 
have your pic-
ture taken with 
a hot leather 
Santa right here 
in Baltimore on 
Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2011 
starting at 9pm 
as the Ship-
Mates present 
their annual 
Daddy Christ-
mas Benefit at 
the Baltimore 
Eagle. I could 
not have been 
happier with 
the success 
of last year’s 
event as we 
raised $3,000 
for Chase Brex-
ton Health Ser-
vices. This year 

the ShipMates have selected 
SPEAK (Suicide Prevention 
Education Awareness for Kids) 
as the recipient. The Ship-
Mates have already started 
selling raffle tickets, which 
will be drawn at the event on 
December 3. First Prize is 
a wagon of cheer (and who 
couldn’t use a wagon full of 
booze at holiday time? Have 
you met my family?), second 
prize is $100, and third prize in 
$50. Tickets are just $1 each 
and will be sold right up until 
the drawing at 1 am during the 
event. One does not have to 
be present to win. There will 
also be a silent auction, the 
famous “Pile of Porn,” a beer 
bust, and much more! If you 
have any porn or leather items 
you would like to donate just 
drop them by the ShipMates’ 
bar night on November 12 at 
the Triple L or November 19 at 
the Baltimore Eagle. 

If Christmas in New York is 
all about the Christmas Show 
at Radio City Music Hall then 
Christmas in the Leather Com-
munity is all about the 12 Days 
of Christmas Show at the Club Hippo. 
There was a rumor at last year’s 12th An-
nual 12 Days of Christmas Show that the 
event was over – after all there are only 
twelve days of Christmas! Well, Hooker & 
Boys Productions did not want to be the 
Grinch who stole Christmas. You will not 
want to miss the 13th Annual 12 Days of 
Christmas Show: “Lucky 13” when it is pre-

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

sented at 2 pm on Saturday, December 10 
at the Club Hippo. Once again, the emcees 
for this popular variety show will be Bal-
timore’s own Queen of Comedy Shawnna 
Alexander and the always delightful Sum-
mer Clearance. This year the proceeds 
will benefit the Carter / Johnson Leather 
Library, the Leather Archives & Museum 
/ Woman’s Leather History Project, and 
Suicide Prevention Education Awareness 
for Kids. General admission is $13 and re-
served seating is $60 for a table of four. 
Contact HookerAndBoys.org and reserve 
your tables now. The reserved seating will 
go fast. It always surprises me when I run 
into someone in Baltimore who has never 
been to the “12 Days of Christmas.” Where 
have you been? I have friends coming from 
California for this event! It is a fun after-
noon of entertainment, pictures with San-
ta, and a wonderful silent auction. 

The busy holiday season always ends 
on December 31 when it is time to toast the 
New Year. After the success of last year’s 
New Year’s Eve bar night at Leon’s Leath-
er Lounge the men of COMMAND, M.C. 
are going to do it again. Please join them 
at the Triple L on New Year’s Eve. It will be 
a great way to ring in the New Year! 

Am I really thinking of New Year’s Eve? 
I don’t know what happened to summer, 
but ready or not, here come the holidays. 
Come out to these events and make it a 
festive holiday season. Cheers! t
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SHIPMATES HALLOWEEN PARTY – BALTIMORE EAGLE 
OCTOBER 29, 2011
PHOTOS BY RODNEY BURGER
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John L. Neubauer, Realtor® 
Office: 410-377-2270 
Cell: 443-310-8384
John.Neubauer@Longandfoster.com

Mount Vernon: 931 Calvert St. Live and 
play right here in the neighborhood. Historic 
4 bedroom, 3 baths with lots of period details 
along with current updates, wood floors, high 
ceilings, central air, parking for 2. $286,000.

Call John at 443-310-8384 for a personal tour. 

Your choice when you sell or buy with John. 
FREE Home Warranty or FREE Home Inspection. 

Up to $450 Value. 
Call John at 443-310-8384 for details.

Limited time.

For Sale! 4007 Hamilton Avenue
Offered for $339,900

Tina Castronovo, Realtor   Prudential Carruthers REALTORS
O: 410.464.5500  C: 410.812.9070   www.TinaSellsBaltimore.com

Unique is an understatement! Spacious 
brick Colonial on a hilltop with outra-
geous lot size for Baltimore City. A true 
showstopper featuring 3 finished levels 
w/the perfect mix of authentic character 
& creature comforts. Beautifully refin. 
hardwoods, pocket doors, detailed mill-
work. Entertainer’s delight w/4 bdrms, 2 
½ baths, 2 car garage, big fenced yard.

Jeffrey Tessmer  •  J�m m�����J�m m�����

701 s. Broadway • Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com  •  jim.mikula@lnf.com

O - 410-675-5500   Jim C - 410-960-2836  Jeffrey C - 410-218-5235
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Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Ten Hills - 
402 Drury lane
Attractive brick rancher with 

lots of space and options! 
Finished lower level with 

multiple rooms and bath, perfect 
for 4th bedroom or recreation 
room. Situated on beautiful, 

private-treed lot close to 695, 
downtown, airport, and easy 
commute to DC! Garage too! 

Only $199,000. 

Brian Hannon
Office: 410 464 5500
Cell: 410 925 9330

PenFed Realty

Prime multi-tenant investment Building 
Near Hopkins Campus/Art Museum 

8916 sf space w/3 store fronts and warehouse, zoned B-23, 
available for immediate purchase. One store leased 2 years 
left of 5 year lease. 4 rentable spaces incl. warehouse. Super 
space for restaurant, walk-in clinic, retail or office space.

Carole s. levine, CrB, Crs 
Associate Broker, licensed in MD & VA • Coldwell Banker Commercial • Ellicott City and Leesburg, VA 
carole@mris.com • 410.461.7600 Main • 410.480.3593 Direct • 410.530.7584 Cell • 800.989.7101 x3593 Toll Free 

www.cbmove.com.carole.levine • www.loopnet.com/profile/17934093661/Carole-LeVine-CRB/ 

Residential Brokerage

COMMERCIAL DIVISION

3355 Sykesville Road 
Westminster, MD 21157 

List Price: $245,250
Amazing Space for $$! *Seller wants contract NOW *Lov-
ingly maintained; bright, sunny & spacious 3BR, 2BA home 
on approx. 2/3 of an acre with level back yard .

410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 1.800.989.7101 
Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

5435 Enberend Terrace 
Columbia, Md 21045 

List Price: $239,900 
Short Sale Bargain-Highly affordable *Nice 3 BR TH w/2FB 
& 2HB in lovely woodsy setting *Hdwd in DR/LR *Freshly 
painted ex., but needs TLC inside.

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

10580 Shaker Drive 
Columbia, MD 21046 

JUST got a reduction to $785K … 
Rare 4 acre in Howard County. *Zoned R-20, possibly sub-
dividable into 7 lots *Call for more information.
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLEanInG  bOOkS & GIfTS SuPPORT GROuP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COunSELInG

 MaSSaGE DEnTaL

 COnSuLTInG

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 Lawn

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 HanDyMan 
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 aTTORnEy  Tax SERvICES  TRavEL

 fInanCIaL  ELECTRICIan

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 TO aDvERTISE.

Professional services

 PET SuPPLIES  HELP wanTED  fREE TO GOOD HOME

1 male and 1 female 5 months old English Bulldogs for 
free to a good home due to relocation,they are current 
on all shots. Potty trained,vet checked, AKC registered 

and %100 health guarantee. We are looking for the 
perfect home for them where they will be shown all love 
and care,please contact: andrewmiller1963@gmail.com 

if you are capable of providing these puppies all love 
and affection.

AVON 
Independent SaleS RepReSentatIveS 
Want choose your hours, your income 

and your rewards? WE DO!!

Contact John Redmond/Bill Palmer AISR 
(443) 421-9091 / (443) 421-9090 

JnBBeauty@gmail.com

$$$$$$
want to choose your hours, your 

income, and your rewards? wE DO!!! 

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.
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†ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL® RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT OF UP TO $10 PER GUEST PER DAY ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS 
INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS $65.00 PER BARREL. 

*Prices are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy, and in U.S. dollars. All itineraries and prices are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Government taxes 
and fees are additional. ©2011 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd Ships registry: The Bahamas. 11024690 • 7/19/2011

It’s that time of year – let’s start planning your holiday getaway. 
Give the one you love a Royal Caribbean International® cruise vacation. Onboard, climb a rock wall with island views. Ice skate 200 feet above 
the waves. See awe-inspiring Broadway-style shows. Plus, enjoy fine dining, personalized service, and the Caribbean’s best destinations. 

Explorer of the Seas ® 

11-NIGHT SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN 
November 20, 2011 
Cape Liberty Cruise Port, New Jersey Labadee®, 
Haiti • San Juan, Puerto Rico Philipsburg, St. Maarten 
• St. John’s, Antigua Basseterre, St. Kitts • Cape 
Liberty Cruise Port, New Jersey 

Prices starting from: $879*† 

7-NIGHT HOLIDAY BAHAMAS 
December 23 & 30, 2011 
Cape Liberty Cruise Port, New Jersey Port Canaveral, 
Florida • Nassau, Bahamas CocoCay®, Bahamas • 
Cape Liberty Cruise Port, New Jersey 

Prices starting from: $823*† 

Enchantment of the Seas ® 

9-NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
November 17, 2011 
Baltimore, Maryland • San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas • Samana, Dominican 
Republic • Labadee®, Haiti Baltimore, Maryland 

Prices starting from: $1,149*† 

7-NIGHT HOLIDAY BAHAMAS 
December 24 & 31, 2011 
Baltimore, Maryland • Port Canaveral, Florida Nassau, 
Bahamas • CocoCay®, Bahamas Baltimore, Maryland 

Prices starting from: $764*† 

3041 O’Donnell Street · Baltimore, MD  21224 
www.thecruiselady.com

Providing 15+ years of Personalized Vacation Travel, 
 Representing ALL Cruise Lines, Tour Operators & Resorts 
Let us find  the Ship or Trip for You, Your Family or Group!

410-342-0100 

410-342-0100

3041 O’Donnell Street · Baltimore, MD  21224 
www.thecruiselady.com

Providing 15+ years of Personalized Vacation Travel, 
 Representing ALL Cruise Lines, Tour Operators & Resorts 
Let us find  the Ship or Trip for You, Your Family or Group!

410-342-0100 

410-342-0100

For Reservations & Information, Please Contact Your Professional Travel Agent: 

®


