
By Dana LaRocca
On Monday, April 25 a rally was held in 
the parking lot of the Rosedale Maryland 
McDonald’s restaurant where local trans-
woman Chrissy Lee Polis had been brutal-
ly assaulted on April 18. A 14-year-old juve-
nile and 18-year-old Teonna Monae Brown 
have been charged in the attack that activ-
ists want investigated as a hate crime.

The rally was moderated by Caroline 
Temmermand. Reverend Meredith Moise 
made an interfaith invocation. She was fol-
lowed by Sandy Rawls of Trans-United who 
said, among other things, “I am sick and tired 
of doing candlelight vigils; looking mothers 
and fathers in their faces and seeing them 
cry tears of hurt because they’ve lost their 
loved ones – because of hate. Hate is easy 
to do. Love takes a strong person, and if 
you’re a true child of God let the love shine 
through. And if you hate, get on the other 
side of truth and humanity.”

Ms. Temmermand introduced Vicky 

Thoms, the only 
person in the 
McDonald’s res-
taurant who had 
tried to stop the 
assault, as a 
“hero among us.” 
Ms. Thoms said 
that there were 
people standing 
around that would 
do nothing. Sandy 
Rawls told Ms. 
Thoms that Trans-
United will be giv-
ing her an award. 

Mara Keisling, 
executive direc-
tor of the National 
Center for Trans-
gender Equality (NCTE) spoke of research 
conducted by NCTE. Ms. Keisling said that 
the NCTE had interviewed 6,500 transgen-
der people and found that 26 percent had 
been assaulted because they were transgen-
der. She was referring to an online survey the 
results of which were contained in the report 
“Injustice at Every Turn” published earlier this 
year. According to that survey, 2 percent had 
been assaulted in a restaurant or hotel. The re-

sults for public accommodations overall was 8 
percent. According to Equality Maryland, 132 
Marylanders had been surveyed in that study.

In the only statement that demanded spe-
cific action by lawmakers Owen Smith, field or-
ganizer for Equality Maryland said, “I know that 
we cannot stand by without taking action and 
demanding change. In 2005 Equality Maryland 
helped amend Maryland’s hate crimes law to 

Equality MD 
Appoints Interim 

Executive 
Director

By Steve chaRing
A week after the firing of Morgan 
Meneses-Sheets as the Executive 
Director of Equality Maryland, the or-
ganization’s Chair Chuck Butler and 
the Equality Foundation Chair Patrick 
Wojahn announced the appointment 
of Lynne Bowman to be the Interim 
Executive Director effective May 2.

According to the statement on 
April 28, “Ms. Bowman is a seasoned 
professional with 22 years of organi-
zational leadership experience in the 
non-profit, for-profit, and government 
sectors. Ms. Bowman has served as 
the Director of Programs and Services 
for the Equality Federation, the nation-
al association of state-based LGBT 
organizations. Ms. Bowman is also a 
founder of Equality Ohio and was its 
Executive Director for over five years. 
She most recently served as the 
Campaign Manager for Democratic 
Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher’s U.S. 
Senate campaign in Ohio. Equality 
Maryland is thrilled to have a nation-
ally known and respected leader at the 
helm of the organization.” 

Rebecca Isaacs, Executive 
Director of the Equality Federation, 
stated, “During Lynne’s time with the 
Equality Federation and as Executive 
Director of Equality Ohio, Lynne con-
sistently demonstrated strong, vi-
sionary leadership. Lynne will bring 
these qualities to her position with 
Equality Maryland and make a posi-
tive contribution.” 
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teering to serving as a board member to as-
suming the position of executive director, 

his support for the GLCCB has 
touched all facets of our work. In 
his role as executive director for 
the past seven years, Craig has 
tirelessly devoted himself to mak-
ing the GLCCB a stronger institu-
tion so that we may better serve 
the community.

He has been instrumental in 
developing the Pride in the Arts 
program, guiding both Gay Life 

newspaper and the GLCCB through re-
branding, implementing countless devel-
opment initiatives, and strengthening the 

Rally for 
chrissy Lee 
Polis

—continued on page 3

Ohio resident Lynne 
Bowman replaces Morgan 

Meneses-Sheets

Center’s internal systems.
Craig successfully championed the im-

portance of LGBT community centers in an 
age where the internet provides our com-
munity instant access to resources, infor-
mation, and social networks. However he 
recognized, as evident by the growth of the 
support, social, and recovery groups at the 
GLCCB, there is still a need for a welcom-
ing space where individuals can engage 
one another in person. He also connected 
the GLCCB to the national and international 
LGBT community center movements through 
his participation in Center Link as a member 
of their board of directors.

Over his many years with the GLCCB, 
Craig has been a valued mentor and friend 
to many volunteers, staff members, and 

Craig Wiley, the executive director of the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB) 
resigned. He had held the position 
for over seven years and became 
the longest tenured executive di-
rector in the GLCCB’s history.

GLCCB Board President 
Trevor Ankeny issued the fol-
lowing statement on April 29:

“It is with regret that I let you 
know Craig Wiley has stepped 
down as executive director of the GLCCB.

Craig’s involvement with the GLCCB 
spanned more than a decade. From volun-

trans-United’s Sandy Rawls addressing the crowd

craig 
Wiley

Lynne 
Bowman
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By Steve chaRing
April had not been a kind month 
for Equality Maryland, the 
state’s largest LGBT rights or-
ganization. The two signature 
legislative issues managed by 
Equality Maryland – marriage 
equality and gender identity 
protections – did not succeed 
in the 2011 General Assembly 
although the environment was 
ripe for passage for at least 
one. 

Following each defeat (the 
bills were actually recommit-
ted to committee instead of an 
up-and-down vote being tak-
en in the second chamber) finger-pointing 
ran amok. Strategies and leadership were 
called into question, especially after the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act failed to advance in 
the House of Delegates although it sailed 
through the Senate. 

Outside organizations (national part-
ners, such as Human Rights Campaign, Gill 
Action and Freedom to Marry) were accused 
by many in the community of pushing the ul-
timate decision to recommit the bills, and 
Equality Maryland was blamed for allowing 
these organizations to maintain that degree 
of influence in what had been deemed by 
many as a local matter.

As to the gender identity bill, the trans-
community was divided over the removal of 
“public accommodations” from the legisla-
tion to overcome a potential obstacle in the 
vote. The fury on both sides was intense and 
became personal. Many who were upset 
that the public accommodations component 
was stripped from the bill worked to defeat it. 
Although Delegate Joseline A. Pena-Melnyk, 
the sponsor of the bill, had made that strate-
gic decision, Equality Maryland drew much 
of the ire as they 
backed the delegate. 

The controver-
sial firing of the or-
ganization’s execu-
tive director Morgan 
M e n e s e s - Sh e e t s 
also in April by the 
Equality Maryland 
Board did not help 
repair the public relations stain that had be-
gun to envelop the organization. This was 
amplified by the resignation by Matt Thorn, 
the newly appointed Director of Development 
(fundraising), in protest. 

The Board’s clumsy denial that Meneses-
Sheets was actually fired was not productive 
as she had stated that it was not her deci-

sion to leave. There needed 
to be clarity and consisten-
cy in what had transpired, not 
contradiction. 

And the appearance 
of a “gag order” to prevent 
Meneses-Sheets from talk-
ing to the media also fosters 
suspicion. When an organi-
zation reaches out to a com-
munity and asks for dona-
tions and volunteers, there 
should be transparency and 
accountability. Shunning the 
media or keeping things se-
cretive only serves to erode 
confidence.

Many assumed that the firing of Menses-
Sheets resulted from the failure to enact one 
or both of these critical bills. People even 
drew the sports analogy that when a team 
fails to deliver, the ownership usually axes 
the coach or manager. So it didn’t come as 
a major surprise that this action was taken.

However, according to a credible source 
familiar with Equality Maryland who spoke to 
Baltimore Outloud on the condition of ano-
nymity, the decision to terminate Meneses-
Sheets was made as early as January. Even 
if these bills had passed, the Board was still 
going to dismiss Meneses-Sheets following 
the 90-day General Assembly. 

There had been pressure placed on the 
Board by a number of lawmakers to remove 
her. It was a “communications” problem that, 
in part, led to the decision. Legislators be-
lieved she was too public by disclosing sen-
sitive strategy while the Board was upset that 
she did not consult with them before she took 
a variety of actions or made statements.

This same source indicated that the role 
of the national partners during the last legis-
lative session was troubling. “HRC and Gill 

Action seemed 
to play off each 
other. HRC saw 
this as a fund-
raising oppor-
tunity and each 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
wanted to claim 
credit had there 
been a victory.”

Equality Maryland’s use of national part-
ners has been questioned given that many 
believe that only local advocates would be 
more effective. The collaboration with these 
organizations gave the appearance that they 
were actually running the show. That percep-
tion further weakened Equality Maryland’s 
standing with some parts of the community.

Moreover, there is speculation that a 
new advocacy group will emerge to lead the 
marriage fight and a different organization 
will step forward to advance gender identi-
ty protections.

As April was mercifully coming to a close, 
Equality Maryland stood at the crossroads 
between becoming an effective state-based 
force in advancing LGBT rights or being per-
ceived as irrelevant. 

Only a week following the departure of 
Morgan Meneses-Sheets, the Board an-

nounced the selection of Lynne Bowman, 
a founder of Equality Ohio, to serve as the 
Interim Executive Director. She also served 
as the Director of Programs and Services for 
the Equality Federation, the national associ-
ation of state-based LGBT organizations and 
possesses over two decades of experience 
in holding myriad leadership positions. 

From all that can be gathered by reading 
posts on blogs, this is a very popular choice. 
I had the opportunity to speak with Lynne 
Bowman on the phone, and she impressed 
me as determined, and knowledgeable.

Her first order of business is to “stabi-
lize” the organization from within and repair 
the public relations mishaps that beset the 
organization particularly over the course of 
the past month. Bowman’s guiding hand will 
be required to reassure a skeptical LGBT 
community. 

This is crucial for the survival of Equality 
Maryland. Unless confidence is restored, 
much needed fundraising would not be ac-
complished and its impact on legislation 
would be reduced.

I still maintain that Equality Maryland has 
the infrastructure in place and the necessary 
contacts to overcome the disappointments 
of 2011. With Lynne Bowman at the helm, 
at least for the next four months, and if the 
LGBT community and allies get behind the 
organization, the ship can be righted. This 
is imperative because as of now, Equality 
Maryland is at the crossroads. t

The controversial firing 
of Morgan Meneses-
Sheets by the Equality 
Maryland Board did not 
help repair the public 
relations stain that had 
begun to envelop the 
organization.
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The Board will engage in a thorough search 
for a permanent executive director. ‘’My job will 
be to help stabilize Equality Maryland internal-
ly and putting it on an even keel to move things 
forward,” Bowman told Baltimore Outloud. “I 
want to improve the PR externally and to pre-
pare the organization for their new executive 
director,’’ indicating that she expects to be at 
the helm for no longer than four months.

“I have no interest in making this perma-
nent for me,” she said. “I think it benefits the 
organization to have an interim director come 
in that doesn’t have an interest in becoming 
the full-time executive director.” She will par-
ticipate in the search process.

Bowman also indicated that she will use 
her fundraising experience, which she en-
joys, to “strengthen the donor base.” 

Although the Equality Maryland board dis-
puted Meneses-Sheets’ claim that she was 
fired, she said in a statement, “In particular the 
past few months have been tough to bear, not 
because of the hard work which I welcome and 
felt honored to be part of, but because of the 
forces within the organization and external poli-
tics that created additional and unnecessary ob-
stacles to our forward movement and success.”

In addition, Equality Maryland’s Director of 
Development Matt Thorn, whose principal func-
tion was fundraising, resigned in protest over 
the firing of Meneses-Sheets. Thorn, who was 
hired in January to succeed Kevin Walling who 
had left the organization to pursue other inter-
ests, issued the following statement as report-
ed in the Washington Blade: “This past Sunday 
[April 17], the board of directors of Equality 
Maryland, in executive session, voted to re-
move her from her position, essentially telling 
the organization’s staff, volunteers, supporters, 
funders and general community that the orga-
nization will now move in a different direction.” 

Bowman’s tenure is expected to con-
clude at the end of August, but she told 
Baltimore Outloud that if the permanent po-
sition has not been filled she would consider 
extending the timeframe. She also said that 
a timetable for a replacement for Thorn will 
be determined following a review of Equality 
Maryland’s financial records. t

eqUaLity MD aPPointS 
inteRiM execUtive DiRectoR

– continued from front page

include sexual orientation and gender identity. 
“We fought for these protections because 

we understand that discrimination against 
transgender people is rampant and we need-
ed help to protect our own community. Tonight 
I stand here with you and call Attorney General 
Doug Gansler to investigate what happened 
on the evening of April 18 as a hate crime.

“Tonight we come together at this meet-
ing to mourn this horrible act of violence and 
discrimination. But we need to set our sights 
up further than just tonight the time is now 
for our community to call on our Maryland 
General Assembly to amend its anti-dis-
crimination laws to include gender identi-
ty and expression so that no transgender 
Marylan included in future gender identi-
ty anti-discrimination laws. That omission 
was a source of division between Equality 
Maryland and much of the transgender com-
munity during the previous legislative ses-
sion. That session ended with the bill still in 
committee. 

Talk show host Anthony McCarthy 
(WEAA 88.9FM) addressed the gay and les-
bian community in particular when he said 
that “For too long we have refused to stand 
with our transgender brothers and sisters; 
for too long we have compromised the rights 
of our transgender brothers and sisters. 
We’ve gone to Annapolis and said ‘we want 
civil rights but it’s OK if you leave the trans-
gender out of this legislation’”

Local notables Marvin “Doc” Cheatham, 
Councilman Carl Stokes, Delegate Mary 
Washington, and Darrell Carrington of the 
Maryland Black Family Alliance were in at-
tendance but did not speak. Attendees of 
national reputation included Denise Leclair, 
the Executive Director of the International 
Foundation for Gender Education (IFGE) 
and Diego Sanchez, Legislative Assistant to 
Congressman Barney Frank.

Money raised during the rally was delivered 
to the victim by Sandy Rawls a few days later. 
Ms. Rawls also delivered money raised by lo-
cal transgender business woman Robyn Webb 
through her website. Ms. Webb is a former 
board member of IFGE and a local activist. t

RaLLy foR 
chRiSSy Lee PoLiS

– continued from front page

colleagues.
We wish Craig nothing but the best in the 

next chapter of his professional life.”
In other GLCCB news, Trans-United 

Director Sandy Rawls has been named 
as Grand Marshall in the upcoming 
Baltimore Pride Parade, and Delegate Mary 
Washington will be the Honorary Grand 
Marshall. t

cRaig WiLey 
LeaveS gLccB

– continued from front page

JOB POSITION

PEER SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST/ 
GROUP 
FACILITATOR 
PLEASE E-MAIL RESUMES TO 
CHERYL MARTIN AT: 
HEARTSANDEARS@TOAST.NET

OR MAIL THEM TO: 
CHERYL MARTIN, P.O. BOX 12697, 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21217

HEARTS AND EARS INC. is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to empower lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender individuals who utilize mental health 
services or have mental health concerns through 
support, advocacy, raising awareness and educational 
opportunities.

The Peer Support Specialist/Group Facilitator is 
responsible for attracting, obtaining, and maintaining 
an active membership and involvement at Hearts and 
Ears Inc., Wellness Recovery Center through Peer 
Support Groups for the GLBTQA community.

(S)he must have skills reflected in said resume in group 
facilitation and teaching basic life skills. 

HOURS: 13 per week COMPENSATION: $15.48 per hour
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The Free State Legal Project, the only pro 
bono and reduced-fee legal service for low-
income LGBT individuals, will open its doors 
on May 23, 2011. 
The organization 
has hired their 
first full-time ex-
ecutive director, 
Lee Ann Hopkins, Esq. who comes to the 
position after years of LGBT advocacy and 
activism. 

“Free State fills the legal void for low-
income LGBT persons seeking assistance 
with their multi-faceted challenges,” Hopkins 
told Baltimore Outloud. “At the outset, we 
will be focusing our efforts on issues related 
to divorce/dissolution, name change and sex 
change issues, housing discrimination, em-
ployment discrimination, SSDI, and simple 
estate preparedness concerns (wills, power 
of attorneys and advance directives). Within 
the next few months, Free State will begin 
offering training in self-advocacy, disabil-
ity claims and other legal concerns for our 
community.”

Because of the unique le-
gal needs arising from exclu-
sion and financial disparities, 
the estimated 25,000 low-in-
come LGBT individuals liv-
ing in the Baltimore metropoli-
tan area are at most harm and 
risk. Therefore, these new le-
gal services will be in great 
demand.

Eventually, Free State, 

which is funded private donations and grants 
from various institutions, will help members 
of the low-income LGBT community with all 
legal matters that arise from or relate to their 
status as LGBT persons. Moreover, Free 
State will be offering training to the commu-
nity and to Maryland attorneys on issues that 
affect the community and its legal rights.

“The Free State Legal Project will pro-
vide legal services to the largely ignored 
population of low-income LGBT individuals 
in the Greater Baltimore region, and through-
out the state,” said attorney Aaron Merki who 
chairs the Board of Directors. “Many of these 
individuals live every day struggling to sur-
vive in the face of discrimination and an-
ti-LGBT hate and violence, and Free State 
is dedicated combating these harsh reali-
ties through pro bono referral, advocacy and 
education.”

Client intake hours will be by phone only 
(no walk-ins available) from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Mondays and Thursdays, and from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesdays. The phone 

number is 410-625-LGBT 
(5428). Information can 
be found online at www.
freestatelegal.org. 

If you are a member of 
the bar and would like to be 
placed on the pro bono and 
reduced-fee volunteer pan-
els, please contact Lee Ann 
Hopkins, Esq. at lhopkins@
freestatelegal.org or 410-
625-LGBT. t

creating change heads to Baltimore
Historic LGBT Conference comes to Charm City in 2012

free State Legal Project to open its Doors

Lee ann hopkins, esq.

By Rev. MeReDith MoiSe
Hold on to your hats, kids! The historic LGBT 
conference, Creating Change, is coming to 
Baltimore on January 25 through January 
29, 2012 at the Hilton Baltimore. The con-
ference, created by the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), is one of the 
oldest LGBT-centered conferences in the 
nation. 

Billed as the “The National Conference 
on LGBT Equality”, Creating Change is the 
largest forum of its kind. The meeting gath-
ers national leaders in LGBT equality move-
ments along with allies and activists from 
around the country. NGLTF expects more 
than 2,800 people to flood Baltimore over a 
period of four days to regroup, organize and 
connect the dots for LGBT equality.

Along with seasoned activists, the sum-
mit provides an excellent way to for youth, 
elders, and folks of all stripes to meet, dis-
cuss and plan action to support movements 
for gay equality. A broad cross section of 

neWS // LOCAL 

the American LGBT 
community will be 
featured at this con-
ference. From the 
radical fairies to 
queer Muslims, from 
state political groups 
to the “house and 
ball” community, all 
progressive minded 
individuals are invit-
ed to participate. 

From January 
25 through January 29, 2012, the conference 
is structured into day-long institutes, leader-
ship academies and workshops, planning 
sessions, keynote speakers, spiritual/wor-
ship gatherings, film screenings, social and 
cultural happenings, exhibitions and mer-
chandise for sale and distribution. NGLTF 
founded the four-day conference in 1988 to 
“build grassroots political power of the LGBT 
movement.” 

The forum has 
grown from 350 peo-
ple in 1988 to 2,834 in 
2011 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. According 
to NGLTF, the confer-
ence seeks “to em-
power community-
based activists and 
grassroots power-
brokers to hone their 
organizing skills to 
ensure success in 

defeating anti-LGBT proposals and success 
in making progress in pro-LGBT agenda for 
change.”

In preparation for this auspicious event, 
NGLTF is asking members of Baltimore’s 
LGBT community to join the 2012 Creating 
Change Host Committee. The commit-
tee works to prep the city and specifically 
the LGBT community to welcome, host and 
to ensure the success of the conference. 
Anybody can join in the various organizing 
committees and subcommittees. The NGLTF 
is asking for volunteers to support activities 
leading up to the festivities. Conference di-
rector Sue Hyde and meetings manager 
Marta Alvarado are looking for capable peo-
ple in Baltimore City and through the state of 
Maryland to help organize Creating Change. 
Please contact them through the NGTLF 
website: www.thetaskforce.org. 

In our next issue, Baltimore Outloud will 
talk to Sue Hyde regarding the ins and outs 
of the conference and what we can do to 
show our visitors the best of Charm City. t
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KEEP THEM CLEAN. NATURALLY.

By Steve chaRing
Baltimore musicians Tona Brown and Robin 
Fay Massie will each be sharing their tal-
ents to benefit important causes in sepa-
rate events later this 
month. 

Tona Brown will be 
performing on the 7th 
annual OutMuSic 
awards in NyC to be 
broadcast on LOGO 
TV Monday, May 23. 
“I am doing this per-
formance in an effort 
to raise awareness about the inequality out 
musicians face in the music industry,” she 
told Baltimore Outloud. “My performance 
will be the first ever classical music perfor-
mance on this award show.” 

The OUTMUSIC Awards is sponsored 
by the LGBT Academy of Recording Arts 
(The LARA). Ms. Brown is also very excit-
ed because Live Nation is the venue spon-
sor demonstrating their support for equal-
ity in the music industry. The performance 
will take place at Irving Plaza, which is part 
of House of Blues Entertainment, a division 
of Live Nation, which operates 34 clubs and 
theatres across the country.

“GLAAD recently honored Ricky Martin 
and Chely Wright for their courage to come 
out,” said Diedra Meredith, chairwoman and 
CEO of OUTMUSIC – TheLARA. “I truly be-
lieve that their coming out is a true testament 
that homophobia does exists in the music in-
dustry. It was so exciting to share that Live 
Nation sees the value of supporting equality 
in the music industry. 

“Having the support of Live Nation, the 
world’s largest entertainment company, is 
the beginning of a relationship that we hope 
to cultivate beyond the OUTMUSIC Awards. 
This is the beginning of providing more op-
portunities for LGBT music people in the 
mainstream music industry.” 

“This is huge,” Miss Brown beams. 
“We are presenting Chely Wright with the 
Vanguard Award, and we look forward to 
seeing her perform!”

Tona Brown, a classical violinist and 
vocalist, had performed a concert in 
Baltimore on the National Transgender Day 
of Remembrance this past November 20 to 
honor victims of hate crimes.

VIOLIST ROBIN FAy MASSIE is putting her 
talents on display in an effort to raise funds 
for the victims of the earthquake and tsuna-
mi in Japan. Her group, Musicians of Mercy 

(MOM), will be performing a benefit concert 
for earthquake relief on Wednesday, May 25 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Christ Episcopal Church, 
6800 Oakland Mills Rd., Columbia, MD 21045. 
MOM performed a concert called “Abate the 
Hate” this past December 5 in Baltimore to 
help counter hate and bullying in schools. 

Admission is free; donations are welcome. 
Proceeds will be sent to World Vision: Japan 
Quake and Tsunami Relief Fund (www.world-
vison.org).

Jonathan Palevsky, program director at 
WBJC 91.5FM Baltimore’s classical music 
station, will deliver opening remarks. MOM 
Orchestra will perform Antonin Dvorak’s 
“New World” Symphony No. 9. An origi-
nal work by Japanese composer Ryuichi 
Sakamoto, two jazz sets, and chamber mu-
sic by Maurice Ravel, Rebecca Clarke, and 
Frank Bridge will conclude the concert. 

FEATURED PERFORMING artists will be:
• Erika Koscho, violinist, Suitland High 

School, MD
• Michael Sheppard, pianist, Monument 

Piano Trio
• Chelsey Green, The Green Violinist 

(2010 DMV Awards “Best Alternative Artist”)
• Integriti Reeves, jazz vocalist
• Russell Wilson, pianist, The President’s 

Own U.S. Marine Band
• Samuel Thompson, violinist
• Jessi Sammis & Eunice Kim, cellist & vi-

olinist of the Mira Ensemble
• Robin F. Massie & 

Elizabeth Jaffe, violists
“Prior to the earth-

quake and tsunami in 
Japan, I had already 
decided to devote my-
self to steadily cultivat-
ing MOM as an organi-
zation,” Ms. Massie told 
Baltimore Outloud. “As 

an artist, I must be in touch with the world 
around me. I was moved to tears with all the 
images of suffering in Japan. Just like my re-
action to last year’s disaster in Haiti, I had no 
choice but to try to help. I have little money, 
but I have a heart for service. 

“I know so many musicians and artists 
who just want the opportunity to share their 
gifts. I’m a cheerleader, an organizer, an en-
courager, and a nurturer. MOM, therefore, is 
my vehicle for community aid and artistic ex-
pression in a time when long-standing sym-
phony orchestras are facing extinction. I only 
hope that I’m able to leave a loving and posi-
tive imprint on this earth during my lifetime.” t

Local Musicians to Perform to Raise awareness

Robin fay Massie

tona Brown
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The brutal attack on trans-woman Chrissy 
Polis on April 18 generated a lot of media at-
tention. Transgender activists saw the op-
portunity to reopen the discussion of pub-
lic accommodations protections. Those who 
had evaded the issue of those protections 
during Maryland’s 2011 legislative session 
quickly changed their messaging when they 
saw what side the cameras were pointing.

Equality Maryland called for Attorney 
General Douglas Gansler to investigate the 
assault as a hate crime. That decision, howev-
er, is at the discretion of the Baltimore County 
State’s Attorney, Scott D. Shellenberger, not 
the Attorney General. Calling for the state 
to step in to a County investigation seems a 
breach of etiquette at the least. This lack of di-
plomacy was further exacerbated by the fact 
that in making the press statement Equality 
Maryland had outed the victim.

On Saturday April 23 Linsey Pecikonis, 
Communciations Director for Equality 
Maryland, told the group organizing the rally 
that the victim was “very upset at us for using 
the word transgender.” But the milk had been 
spilt. LGBT bloggers had identified the victim 
as Chrissy Lee Polis. Prior to that, the main-
stream media had treated the assault with dis-
cretion and had not yet named Ms. Polis. After 
her name had been made public she spoke in 
an interview with the Baltimore Sun, a move 
that some believe may mitigate attempts to 
prosecute the crime as a hate crime.

This is what the victim said: “A guy ap-
proached me asked me how I was doing. So 
I said ‘not now’ I was going to use the bath-
room. Come back out the girl spit in my face 
and she pushed me and said ‘you trying to 
talk to my man.’ I said ‘No I didn’t even know 
that was your man at all.’”

She described a dispute over a guy by 
a jealous teenager. As hateful and brutal as 
it was does it fit the legal definition of a hate 
crime?

In order to charged as a hate crime the 
prosecutors would have to show that the 
crime was motivated by the fact that the vic-
tim is a protected class. In this case that 
would have to be because the victim was 
Caucasian or because she was transgender. 
It isn’t clear from the infamous video that the 
attackers knew she was transgender; though 
the person making the recording identified 
her as a “dude.” That notwithstanding, mere-

They’re 
Lovin’ It

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

ly knowing that she was transgender is not 
equivalent to attacking her because she is 
transgender. If that were the standard then 
almost all crimes against minorities would 
constitute hate crime.

Some activists are using this incident as 
a push for the public accommodations pro-
tections that were missing from the recent 
Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination bill that 
failed in this years’ legislative session. While 
the incident has brought prejudice against 
transgender citizens to public attention an 
anti-discrimination law would have had no 
standing in the current case. Such a law 
would have governed the establishment, in 
this case McDonald’s, not the behavior of 
the two attackers. Even without a law pro-
tecting her, Ms. Polis was not prevented from 
using the restroom that matched her gender 
expression. 

Maryland State Delegate Joseline Pena-
Melnyk jumped on the media bandwagon on 
the day of the rally to ask those who had vot-
ed to recommit HB235 to sponsor a stron-
ger bill next year. She wrote that “Supporters 
of House Bill 235 in this past legislative ses-
sion recognized this need and stood up for 
the rights of this community.” 

However, the right to eat at McDonald’s 
and the right to use the McDonald’s bath-

room were specifically excluded from that 
bill that she had sponsored. She acknowl-
edged that the bill did not include public ac-
commodations but said that the bill “would 
have raised public awareness of the issue 
and paved the way for complete protection 
for Maryland’s transgender population. “

Delegate Pena-Melnyk enjoys wide-
spread support in the LGBT community in 
general and among Equality Maryland in-
siders in particular. Transgender activists 
who opposed the bill she sponsored see 
her in a different light. Local activist Caroline 
Temmermand has characterized her as a 
“truly wonderful person with a heart like 
you can’t imagine and true moral charac-
ter.” Another local activist, Jenna Fischetti, 
had said in a Pam’s House Blend post that 
the Delegate had been disrespectful and 
unprofessional

The outpouring of support for Chrissy 
Polis is a sign that Maryland is ready to talk 
about transgender civil rights from the nexus 
of a new perspective. The support of straight 
middle class families at the rally has shown 
that Maryland is ready to talk about trans folk 
as real people rather than as a subset of an 
LGBT agenda. Like flies near ripe fruit we’ll 
have to swat the politicians out of the way to 
get to the good stuff. t

On a night when PBS was airing the docu-
mentary Stonewall uprising – an iconic mo-
ment in LGBT history when an eclectic band 
of bar patrons in June 1969 stood up to un-
ending police harassment in New york’s 
Greenwich Village – Baltimore, and partic-
ularly those in the transgender community, 
was involved in its own version of Stonewall. 

Thankfully, there wasn’t the violence, 
destruction, fires, injuries and arrests that 
marked the epochal event of over four de-
cades ago. But the same message reso-
nated in the parking lot of the Rosedale 
McDonald’s on April 25 where hundreds as-
sembled in support of Chrissy Lee Polis, a 
trans-woman who had been beaten unmerci-
fully just a week before: “Enough is enough!”

Leading members of the LGBT commu-
nity and allies gathered and spoke of the 
need to end hate crimes committed against 

our people whereby transgender individuals 
are most vulnerable. The mood shifted from 
anger that expectedly accompanies such 
an attack, which was witnessed millions of 
times over the Internet, to upbeat, symbol-
izing the hope that with all elements of the 
community and elected officials finally com-
ing together, that this nonsense could final-
ly end. 

Lea Gilmore, a prominent ally in our 
quest for equal rights, punctuated the mo-
ment by leading the throng in the civil rights 
anthem, We Shall Overcome.

The police and the state’s attorney’s of-
fice of Baltimore County will likely be inves-
tigating the attack by the two teenagers as a 
hate crime. Make no mistake, if Chrissy was 
attacked because she was transgender, it 
was a hate crime. One does not kick, punch, 
stomp and spit on someone for that length 
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‘Enough is Enough!’
The beating in Rosedale could be the transgender version of Stonewall

of time – leading to a seizure – unless there 
is hate. 

This attack occurred just a week after the 
state Senate killed a bill to protect transgen-
der citizens in the workplace and in hous-
ing. The bill did not cover public accommo-
dations, which this attack would 
fall under. Although passage of 
the law would not have prevent-
ed the brutality, it would serve to 
provide a legal, if not moral com-
pass, for our citizens.

The rally and vigil in support 
of Chrissy raised hundreds of 
dollars to help with her medical 
expenses resulting from the at-
tack. It won’t be close to covering them but 
it was a good start and a demonstration that 
such a tragedy could bring the community 
together. 

While Chrissy did not attend the rally, her 
mother and twin brother were there to lend 
support as was Vicky Thoms, a customer 
who courageously tried to intervene in the at-

tack and sustained a blow during the melee. 
This occurred while McDonald’s employ-
ees were filming the event and yucking it up 
as the beating took place. Ms. Thoms was 
appropriately honored for her heroism by 
Sandy Rawls, the director of Trans-United.

Not only was the video of the 
attack seen all over the world, the 
rally was expansively covered by 
the media. Lest our legislators in 
Annapolis may forget the horrif-
ic images conveyed on the video 
months down the road, our commu-
nity must put pressure on the dele-
gates and senators in 2012 to pass 
a comprehensive gender identity 

bill that includes public accommodations.
Everyone should call and write their re-

spective representatives and if necessary, 
include the link of the beating. The failure to 
enact this legislation is a stain on our state, 
and further delay in passage should result in 
punishment at the polls.

This is our Stonewall. t
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By PeteR RoSenStein
Washington Blade
A legend has passed away. William Donald 
Schaefer served first on the Baltimore City 
Council, then as mayor of Baltimore for four 
terms from 1971 to 1987 and then governor 
of Maryland for two terms from 1987 to 1995. 
Out of office for a couple of years he soon got 
bored and ran and won two terms as comp-
troller of Maryland from 1998 to 2007.

Schaefer was never taken with the trap-
pings of government in the way 
so many other politicians are. 
He remained an average guy 
until the day he died. I had the 
pleasure of having dinner with 
him after he left office and he 
reminisced about how the big-
gest joy he got out of being in 
elected office was the ability 
to help people and he meant 
it. He just cared about people, enjoyed doing 
things for them and enjoyed being around them. 
As mayor, Schaefer was credited with turning 
around Baltimore partially by pushing for the 
building of a new convention center and building 
Harborplace. As governor, he is credited with 
pushing through the financing of two Baltimore 
stadiums, Camden yards home of the Orioles 
and M&T Bank stadium home of the Ravens.

I have heard from close friends of 
Schaefer’s that while he had thousands of ac-
quaintances he had few real friends and that 
isn’t all that unusual for some political figures. 
He was in many ways a very private person 
and part of the reason for that may have been 
that by all accounts he was gay. But Schaefer 
grew up at a time when that wasn’t something 
politicians would or could share with the elec-
torate. Into his 60s he lived with his mother 
in a row house in Baltimore and then when 
he moved into the governor’s mansion in 
Annapolis he brought his longtime friend and 
neighbor Hilda Mae Snoops to live with him in 
the mansion as his hostess.

When I met Schaefer after he left of-
fice he was already beginning to suffer from 
some of the illnesses that finally overtook 
him at the age of 89. But I often thought of 
him and said a silent thank you when I would 
drive to Rehoboth Beach over the new Kent 
Narrows Bridge and on to the Denton by-
pass. Those two road improvements made 
a hell of a difference for those heading out 
to the Eastern Shore and some thought 
they happened much faster than they other-

wise would have because Schaefer owned 
a home on the Eastern Shore. Anyone who 
ever got stuck on Route 50 by the old Kent 
Narrow’s drawbridge knows what a debt of 
gratitude they owe Schaefer.

I am not sure that Schaefer could have 
been elected today as politics has changed 
so much. There would have been journalists 
and bloggers investigating his every move 
and writing about all the outrageous remarks 
he was known to make. Snide remarks about 

women’s behinds and cutting remarks 
about patients with AIDS. In 1992 
Schaefer made headlines when he as 
a Democrat endorsed George H.W. 
Bush for the presidency against Bill 
Clinton. He remarked how he enjoyed 
being invited to Camp David. He didn’t 
have much impact on how Maryland 
voted but many chalked it up to, there 
goes Schaefer again. He was a may-

or and a character similar to Mayor Ed Koch 
in New york, only Koch never did win high-
er office.

One thing that I find sad is that if it is true, 
as many who knew him well suggested, that 
he was gay, is that he never did come out. 
There are so many young boys and girls 
across this country who would be helped if 
more of our great political figures came out 
and showed that being gay is not something 
to be ashamed of and that gay people can 
be respected government and community 
leaders. There are others in Congress and 
former cabinet members who are still active 
and who could do so much good by com-
ing out. It is wonderful that so many of our 
straight allies are willing to speak up for us, 
but nothing compares with when someone 
who is gay and understands what it means, 
speaks out. It is then that a young boy or girl 
who is struggling with their identity can tru-
ly relate.

With the country now polling over 50 per-
cent in favor of marriage equality we have 
come such a long way that these well-known 
and respected individuals standing up and 
speaking out could really make an important 
difference.

It can make the difference between life 
and death for a young person who may be 
bullied in school, or shunned at home. I can 
only hope that the time will come when all of 
our gay and lesbian leaders will speak out as 
only then will they realize what a great feeling 
it is when you can finally be true to yourself. t

thinking oUt LoUD 

Was William Donald 
Schaefer Gay?

Respecting Those 
Still in the Closet
By MaRk SegaL 
The outburst by NBA player Kobe Bryant 
(yelling an antigay slur at a referee) triggered 
a new discussion of homophobia in profes-
sional sports and pinpointed so well the rea-
son that many LGBT people in sports feel a 
necessity to stay in the closet.

While Bryant [who later publicly apolo-
gized] represents a lack of judgment at the 
very least, or more likely homophobia, in 
sports, the same can be said for many profes-
sions, even those that have non-
discrimination policies and out-
reach to the LGBT community. 
There are many companies I know 
of that have excellent polices on 
LGBT issues, yet some of those 
companies’ officials are still in the 
closet. While the policies might be 
great, perhaps the atmosphere is 
not inviting?

To make matters worse, we 
who are out of the closet put a good deal of 
pressure on those who are in the closet to 
simply come out. Is that fair?

There’s an old adage from the gay-rights 
movement that goes “If everyone who was gay 
came out today there would be no reason for 
a gay-rights movement.” The reasoning be-
ing that we all have mothers, fathers, friends 
and co-workers and there would be no one at 
that point who didn’t have someone they knew 

who was gay. And knowing us is what the gay-
rights movement is all about: education. Once 
we are known, any fear disappears.

But not all people feel comfortable com-
ing out. The gay-rights struggle has made it 
easier for younger generations to come out, 
but not all. We still have families who are de-
stroyed by this issue. Some children fear 
physical harm by friends and parents, oth-
ers worry about losing their homes. Still oth-
ers have concerns based on their religious 

views. Others work in homo-
phobic atmospheres and fear 
the loss of a job or lack of pro-
motion. There are a multitude 
of reasons people remain in 
the closet and we cannot ex-
pect to understand or even 
make it possible for them all to 
feel comfortable to be out.

Those of us who are out 
have a certain responsibility 

to those still in the closet: to respect their 
decision. After all, it is a personal decision 
and it is their life, not ours. Personally, I 
believe that if we make a comfortable and 
welcoming community, everyone will want 
to be a part of that. So let’s show a little 
compassion, for compassion is what is 
needed for those with fear. t

Mark Segal (mark@epgn.com) is publish-
er of PhiladelPhia Gay News.

W.D.Schaefer

kobe 
Bryant
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More than 5.3 million KALETRA prescriptions  
have been filled in the US*

If you have HIV, ask your doctor if KALETRA could be right for you 
•  KALETRA may help lower viral load and raise T-cell (CD4) count

–  Some patients may develop signs and symptoms of serious infections they already have after starting anti-HIV medicines

•  KALETRA is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment response in people with human  
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1) infection

•  KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still get 
opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV-1
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©2011 Abbott Laboratories Abbott Park, IL 60064
039-562914 March 2011 Printed in U.S.A. 

Please see KALETRA Use and 
Important Safety Information  
on the next page.

Use

KALETRA® (lopinavir/ritonavir) is a prescription anti-HIV-1 
medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
effective in children under 14 days old.

KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does 
not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still  
get opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
happen with HIV-1.

Important Safety Information

Do not take KALETRA if you are allergic to KALETRA or 
any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

KALETRA Use and Important Safety Information1
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•  KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still get 
opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV-1

Models are for illustrative purposes only.
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Please see KALETRA Use and 
Important Safety Information  
on the next page.

Use

KALETRA® (lopinavir/ritonavir) is a prescription anti-HIV-1 
medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
effective in children under 14 days old.

KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does 
not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still  
get opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
happen with HIV-1.

Important Safety Information

Do not take KALETRA if you are allergic to KALETRA or 
any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.
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KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Tablets
KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Oral Solution

CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR FULL 
PRESCRIBING INFORMATION

Patient Information
Read the Medication Guide that comes with KALETRA before you start taking it and each time you get a refi ll. There may be new information. This information 
does not take the place of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment. You and your doctor should talk about your treatment with 
KALETRA before you start taking it and at regular check-ups. You should stay under your doctor’s care when taking KALETRA. 

What is the most important information I should 
know about KALETRA? 
KALETRA may cause serious side effects, including:
• Interactions with other medicines. It is important to know 

the medicines that should not be taken with KALETRA. 
Read the section “What should I tell my doctor before taking 
KALETRA?” 

• Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical activity 
of your heart. These changes may be seen on an EKG 
(electrocardiogram) and can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you:
° already have a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types 

of heart disease.
° take other medicines that can affect your heart rhythm while 

you take KALETRA.
Tell your doctor right away if you have any of these symptoms while 
taking KALETRA:
• dizziness
• lightheadedness
• fainting
• sensation of abnormal heartbeats
See the section below “What are the possible side effects of 
KALETRA?” for more information about serious side effects.

What is KALETRA?
KALETRA is a prescription anti-HIV medicine that contains two 
medicines: lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is called a protease 
inhibitor that is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people 
with human immunodefi ciency virus (HIV-1) infection. HIV-1 is the 
virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome). 
It is not known if KALETRA is safe and effective in children under 
14 days old.

Who should not take KALETRA?
• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain medicines. For 

more information about medicines you should not take with 
KALETRA, please see “Can I take other medicines with 
KALETRA?” and consult with your doctor about all other 
medicines you take.

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to KALETRA or any of 
its ingredients, including ritonavir and lopinavir. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking KALETRA?
KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor about all 
your medical conditions, including if you:
• have any heart problems, including if you have a condition called 

Congenital Long QT Syndrome.
• have liver problems, including Hepatitis B or Hepatitis C.
• have diabetes.
• have hemophilia. People who take KALETRA may have increased 

bleeding.
• have low potassium in your blood.

• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. Birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. To prevent 
pregnancy while taking KALETRA, women who take birth control 
pills or use estrogen patch for birth control should either use a 
different type of birth control or an extra form of birth control. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy while taking 
KALETRA. 

• take KALETRA during pregnancy, talk with your doctor about how 
you can take part in an antiretroviral pregnancy registry. The 
purpose of the pregnancy registry is to follow the health of you and 
your baby. 

• are breast-feeding. Do not breast-feed if you are taking KALETRA. 
You should not breast-feed if you have HIV-1. If you are a woman 
who has or will have a baby while taking KALETRA, talk with your 
doctor about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby does not 
already have HIV-1, there is a chance that HIV-1 can be passed to 
your baby through your breast milk. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. Many medicines interact with KALETRA. Do not start 
taking a new medicine without telling your doctor or pharmacist. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe to take KALETRA with other medicines. 
Your doctor may need to change the dose of other medicines while 
you take KALETRA. 
Medicines you should not take with KALETRA.
Serious problems or death can happen if you take these 
medicines with KALETRA:
• ergot containing medicines, including:

° ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot, Ergomar, Ergostat, 
Medihaler Ergotamine, Wigraine, Wigrettes) 

° dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Embolex, Migranal®) 
° ergonovine, ergonovine and methylergonovine (Ergotrate, 

Methergine), ergotamine and methylergonovine
° Ergotrate Maleate, methylergonovine maleate (Methergine)

• triazolam (Halcion®), midazolam hydrochloride oral syrup 
• pimozide (Orap®) 
• the cholesterol lowering medicines lovastatin (Mevacor®) or 

simvastatin (Zocor®) 
• sildenafi l (Revatio®) only when used for the treatment of pulmonary 

arterial hypertension. (See “Medicines that may need changes” 
and “What are the possible side effects of Kaletra?” for information 
about the use of sildenafi l for erectile problems.) 

• alfuzosin (Uroxatral®) 
Medicines that you should not take with KALETRA since they 
may make KALETRA not work as well:
• the herbal supplement St. John’s Wort (hypericum perforatum)
• rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®) 
Medicines that may need changes:
• birth control pills that contain estrogen (“the pill”) or the birth 

control (contraceptive) patches
• certain anticancer medicines, such as nilotinib (Tasigna®) and 

dasatinib (Sprycel®) 

• certain cholesterol lowering medicines, such as atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®) or rosuvastatin (Crestor®) 

• certain other antiretroviral medicines, such as efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir (Agenerase®) 
and nelfi navir (Viracept®) 

• anti-seizure medicines, such as phenytoin (Dilantin®) 
carbamazepine, (Tegretol®), phenobarbital 

• medicines for erectile problems, such as sildenafi l (Viagra®), 
tadalafi l (Cialis®), or vardenafi l (Levitra®) 

• medicines for tuberculosis (TB), such as rifabutin (Mycobutin®) 
• inhaled steroid medicines, such as fl uticasone propionate 

(Flonase®) 
• inhaled medicines such as salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol 

in combination with fl uticasone propionate (Advair®). Your doctor 
may need to change to a different medicine 

• medicines for gout, such as colchicine (Colcrys®) 
• medicines to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), such as 

bosentan (Tracleer®) or tadalafi l (Adcirca®) 
• pain medicines, such as fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, Fentora®) 

and methadone 
If you are not sure if you are taking a medicine above, ask 
your doctor.

How should I take KALETRA?
• Take KALETRA every day exactly as prescribed by your doctor.
• It is very important to set up a dosing schedule and follow it every 

day.
• Do not change your treatment or stop treatment without fi rst 

talking with your doctor.
• Swallow KALETRA tablets whole. Do not chew, break, or crush 

KALETRA tablets.
• KALETRA tablets can be taken with or without food.
• If you are taking both Videx® (didanosine) and KALETRA:

° didanosine can be taken at the same time as KALETRA tablets, 
without food.

° take didanosine either one hour before or two hours after taking 
KALETRA oral solution.

• Do not miss a dose of KALETRA. This could make the virus harder 
to treat. If you forget to take KALETRA, take the missed dose 
right away. If it is almost time for your next dose, do not take the 
missed dose. Instead, follow your regular dosing schedule by 
taking your next dose at its regular time. Do not take more than 
one dose of KALETRA at one time. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of KALETRA, call your 
local poison control center or emergency room right away.

• Take KALETRA oral solution with food to help it work better.
• If KALETRA is being used for your child, tell your doctor if your 

child’s weight changes.
• KALETRA should not be given one time each day in children. 

When giving KALETRA to your child, give KALETRA exactly as 
prescribed. 

• KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and a large 
amount of alcohol. KALETRA oral solution should not be given to 
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babies younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks it is 
right for your baby.
° If a young child drinks more than the recommended dose, it 

could make them sick. Contact your local poison control center 
or emergency room right away. 

° Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take metronidazole 
or disulfi ram. You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you 
take these medicines with KALETRA. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get more from your 
doctor or pharmacy. It is important not to run out of KALETRA. The 
amount of HIV-1 virus in your blood may increase if the medicine 
is stopped for even a short time. The virus may become resistant 
to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• KALETRA can be taken with acid reducing agents used for 
heartburn or refl ux such as omeprazole (Prilosec®) and ranitidine 
(Zantac®) with no dose adjustment. 

• KALETRA should not be administered once daily in combination 
with carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®). 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection. KALETRA does not 
stop you from passing HIV infection to others. Do not share needles, 
other injection equipment or personal items that can have blood 
or body fl uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or 
blood. 

What are the possible side effects of KALETRA?
KALETRA can cause serious side effects. 
• See “What is the most important information I should know 

about KALETRA?”
• Liver problems. Liver problems, including death, can happen 

in people who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with liver 
disease such as Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any of these signs and symptoms of liver 
problems:
° loss of appetite
° yellow skin and whites of eyes (jaundice)
° dark-colored urine
° pale colored stools, itchy skin
° stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis). Some people 
who take KALETRA get infl ammation of the pancreas which may 
be serious and cause death. You have a higher chance of getting 
pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain while taking KALETRA. These 
may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Increases in certain fat (triglycerides and cholesterol) levels 
in your blood. Large increases of triglycerides and cholesterol 
can be seen in blood test results of some people who take 
KALETRA. The long-term chance of getting complications such 
as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in triglycerides and 
cholesterol caused by protease inhibitors is not known at this 
time. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia). Some people 
who take protease inhibitors including KALETRA get new or more 
serious diabetes, or high blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you notice 
an increase in thirst or urinate often while taking KALETRA. 

• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat in some people who 
take antiretroviral therapy. These changes may include increased 
amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), 
breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms and 

face may also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of 
these conditions are not known at this time. 

• Increased bleeding for hemophiliacs. Some people with 
hemophilia have increased bleeding with protease inhibitors 
including KALETRA. 

• Increased risk of certain problems when you take medicines 
used for the treatment of erectile problems such as sildenafil 
(Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), or vardenafil (Levitra®) with 
KALETRA:
° low blood pressure. If you get dizzy or faint, you need to lie 

down. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, or have fainting spells.
° vision changes. Tell your doctor right away if you have vision 

changes.
° penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If you are a male 

and have an erection that lasts longer than 4 hours, get medical 
help right away to avoid permanent damage to your penis. Your 
doctor can explain these symptoms to you. 

• Allergic reactions. Skin rashes, some of them severe, can occur 
in people who take KALETRA. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
had a rash when you took another medicine for your HIV infection 
or if you notice any skin rash when you take KALETRA. 

• Babies taking KALETRA oral solution may have side effects. 
KALETRA oral solution contains alcohol and propylene glycol. Call 
your doctor right away if your baby appears too sleepy or their 
breathing has changed. 

Common side effects of KALETRA include: 
• diarrhea
• nausea
• stomach area (abdominal) pain
• feeling weak
• vomiting
• headache
• upset stomach
These are not all of the possible side effects of KALETRA. For more 
information, ask your doctor or pharmacist. Tell your doctor about 
any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

How should I store KALETRA?
KALETRA tablets:
• Store KALETRA tablets at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F 

(15°C to 30°C).
• Do not keep KALETRA tablets out of the container it comes in for 

longer than 2 weeks, especially in areas where there is a lot of 
humidity. Keep the container closed tightly. 

KALETRA oral solution:
• Store KALETRA oral solution in a refrigerator, between 36°F to 46°F 

(2°C to 8°C). KALETRA oral solution that is kept refrigerated may 
be used until the expiration date printed on the label. 

• KALETRA oral solution that is stored at room temperature (less 
than 77°F or 25°C) should be used within 2 months.

• Keep KALETRA away from high heat.
Throw away any medicine that is out of date or that you no longer 
need.
Keep KALETRA and all medicines out of the reach of children.
General information about KALETRA
KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. The long-term effects of 
KALETRA are not known at this time. People taking KALETRA may 
still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen 
with HIV-1 infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, 
herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections.

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those 
listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use KALETRA for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give KALETRA to other people, 
even if they have the same condition you have. It may harm them. 
This Medication Guide summarizes the most important information 
about KALETRA. If you would like more information, talk with your 
doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for information 
about KALETRA that is written for health professionals. For more 
information about KALETRA call 1-800-633-9110 or go to 
www.KALETRA.com. 

What are the ingredients in KALETRA? 
Active ingredient: lopinavir and ritonavir
Inactive ingredients: 
KALETRA 200 mg lopinavir and 50 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: hypromellose, 
titanium dioxide, polyethylene glycol 400, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
talc, colloidal silicon dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, yellow ferric 
oxide 172, and polysorbate 80. 
KALETRA 100 mg lopinavir and 25 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: polyvinyl 
alcohol, titanium dioxide, talc, polytheylene glycol 3350, and yellow 
ferric oxide E172. 
KALETRA oral solution: acesulfame potassium, alcohol, artifi cial 
cotton candy fl avor, citric acid, glycerin, high fructose corn syrup, 
Magnasweet-110 fl avor, menthol, natural and artifi cial vanilla fl avor, 
peppermint oil, polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil, povidone, 
propylene glycol, saccharin sodium, sodium chloride, sodium 
citrate, and water. 
KALETRA oral solution contains 42.4% alcohol (v/v). “See 
How should I take KALETRA?”. 
2011, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
* The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners 
and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. The makers of 
these brands are not affi liated with and do not endorse Abbott 
Laboratories or its products. 
KALETRA Tablets, 200 mg lopinavir/50 mg ritonavir
Manufactured by Abbott Pharmaceuticals PR Ltd., 
Barceloneta, PR 00617
for Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A.
KALETRA Tablets, 100 mg lopinavir/25 mg ritonavir and KALETRA 
Oral Solution
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
Ref: 03-A465-R10
Revised: February, 2011
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Rapper cites 
threats for album 
titled “I’m Gay”
Los angeles, ca – Some fans of rapper Lil 
B are lashing out over his decision to name 
his upcoming album “I’m Gay.” Lil B told MTV 
News some of his followers are writing ho-
mophobic messages and death threats on 
his Twitter page. The harassing posts start-
ed last week when he announced the title of 
the LP at Coachella.

“People been hitting me up like, ‘I’m gon-
na bash your head in,’ ‘you faggot,’ ‘I’m gon-
na kill you,’ ” Lil B said. Lil B says he’s het-
erosexual but wants to flip the meaning of 
the word ‘gay’ and use its other definition, 
happy. The rapper says he’s also a support-
er of the LGBT community. “I got major love 
for the gay and lesbian community, and I just 
want to push less separation and that’s why 
I’m doing it,” Lil B said.

GLAAD is skeptical of the rapper’s mo-
tivation, fearing it’s a publicity stunt. “As 
a lyricist, Lil B knows that words matter,” a 
spokesperson for GLAAD told XXLmag. 
“Slurs have the power to fuel intolerance. We 
hope that Lil B’s album title is not just a gim-
mick, and is really a sincere attempt to be 
an ally.” Lil B hasn’t recorded the forthcom-
ing album but he expects to have it available 
for download on iTunes within the next two 
months. (365Gay.com – Jon Fairbanks)

Boston youth group 
celebrates 31 years
Boston, Ma – As the Boston Alliance of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender youth 
(BAGLy) moves into its thirty-second year, 
it will strive to build a stronger board and to 
continue to support young people within a 
variety of communities in the Greater Boston 
area by building leadership opportunities. 
Supporters of BAGLy gathered at the Artists 
for Humanity Epicenter in South Boston on 
April 14 to discuss these goals as well as to 
celebrate the organization’s 31st anniversa-

British activists 
ask Will and Kate 
for support
London, Uk – Equal Love, a Gay marriage 
activist group, staged a marriage equali-
ty protest at Buckingham palace earlier this 
week. With pink clothing and banners in 

hand, the group 
hoped to gain the 
support of Prince 
William and Kate 
Middleton in the 
gay marriage 
fight. According 
to autostrad-

dle.com the group carried a card that read: 
“Congratulations William and Kate on your 
Wedding Day. We wish you a happy life to-
gether. you can get married, gay people 
can’t. We are banned by law. We ask you to 
support marriage equality. Equal=Love.”

William Tatchell, leader of Equal Love, be-
lieves that the “event will urge the royal cou-
ple to support moves to end the ban on gay 
marriage. We want equal marriage rights for 
all couples, regardless of sexual orientation.”

According to a poll, 60 percent of the 
British populous is in support of gay marriage. 
Prince William and Kate Middleton have yet to 
respond. (365GGay.com – alexander Jones)

Washington, D.C. 
cab kicks out gay 
couple
Washington, D. c. – Washington residents 
Christopher Holloway 51, and Ari Fredge 45, 
were kicked out of a DC cab for kissing in 
the back seat. 
According to the 
Washington Post, 
the couple hopped 
into the cab af-
ter a nice din-
ner out. After the 
cab pulled away, 
the men shared a 
“quick peck,” in the 
back seat. The driver immediately slammed 
on the breaks. “My cab is not a bed. you can-
not have sex in my cab!” declared the driver, 
who ordered the couple to get out of his taxi. 

The driver demanded that the couple pay 
the $6.35 fair for a four-block ride. Holloway 
and Fredge refused, and when the cab driv-
er threatened to call the police, Fredge said, 

“Too late; I’m already calling 911.” At which 
point the driver sped off.

Leon Swain, head of the D.C Taxi 
Commission, responded by saying, “That 
type of behavior will not be tolerated.” LGBT 
activist also expressed outrage. (365Gay.
com – alexander Jones)

College student 
faces homophobic 
attacks
Philadelphia, Pa – He said the school just 
wasn’t ready for this change, and I was the 
change that was going to happen.” When 
gay college sophomore CJ (name changed 
to protect his privacy) received a pseudo-
apology from a cam-
pus bully last year, 
this was the excuse 
that accompanied it. 
“He said it’s not that 
he or anyone had a problem with me per-
sonally, but just that they weren’t ready for 
someone like me,” he relayed. The night be-
fore this exchange, the student had followed 
CJ around a Halloween dance, slinging anti-
gay epithets. During his first few months on 
campus at the suburban liberal-arts college, 
such words became commonplace. “It’d just 
be the looks you get walking on campus, and 
you’d hear people whispering things, and 
I’d hear myself being talked about during 
class... I really tried to not let it faze me,” he 
said. “I’m very confident in myself and I try to 
keep an optimistic outlook.” That outlook was 
dashed, however, when the threats became 
more violent, involving a threat with a knife.

CJ said that while he believes administra-
tors are eager to quash homophobia on cam-
pus, they’re not doing it effectively. “Their in-
tentions were there but it wasn’t executed 
how it should have been. I think they’re try-
ing but their attempts are borderline failure. It 
seems like their thought process now is, let’s 
just forget about it, no one got hurt so let’s 
just not make a big deal out of this.” LGBT 
college association Campus Pride found in 
a 2010 report that 23 percent of LGBQ study 
participants faced harassment on their col-
lege campuses, compared with 12 percent of 
heterosexual counterparts. “I don’t know why 
people think bullying doesn’t go on in colleg-
es,” Carrie Jacobs of the Attic Center, said. 
“We have bullies in high school and then a lot 
of them are going on to college, so some of 
them are going to continue that same behav-
ior.” (Philadelphia Gay News – Jen colotta at 
epgn.com)

ry and its accomplishments. The evening 
also included a silent auction fundraiser. “A 
31st anniversary is an opportunity for reflec-
tion. As an organization, we’ve looked back 
at 30,000 young people, and leadership op-
portunities,” said Grace Sterling Stowell, 
BAGLy’s executive director. “We also look at 
what we still have to do.”

Since its inception, BAGLy has provided 
LGBTQ young people in Massachusetts with 
services and opportunities to explore their 
identities. Each year, 2,500 youth participate 
in BAGLy’s Boston-based program. Stowell 
said that in addition to strengthening its board 
and expanding its programs, BAGLy is also 
working on a new website, which will launch 
in the next few months, and also on improv-
ing leadership training so that youth can re-
turn to their communities and do outreach 

there.” Stowell also 
said that BAGLy 
targets low-in-
come and minority 
LGBT youth spe-
cifically. “All LGBT 
people face chal-

lenges, but from a social justice perspective 
those people face the most challenges,” said 
Stowell. 

BAGLy’s mission is to help teenag-
ers and young people enrich their lives and 
embrace their identities as young people. 
Stowell said that the “It gets better” videos 
that were so popular last fall after a spate 
of bullying-fueled gay teen suicides may 
have been beneficial to some, but the vid-
eos neglected to emphasize that young peo-
ple don’t have to suffer through their teen-
age years. “That might have been part of 
the message, but it leaves young people out 
of the equation. How can we make it better 
now?” said Stowell. The number of youth and 
young adults calling the hotline over the past 
two years had tripled. t (Bay Windows – 
Hannah clay Wareham at baywindows.com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Lil B

coMPiLeD By jiM BeckeR
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COME VISIT US
Fridays and Saturdays: 

from 9PM to 2AM

TheLodgeMD.com
21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD
301.591.4434

Formerly known as Deer Park Lodge, We Proudly Present...

Under new ownership 
+ management.
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heaLth anD WeLLneSS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Dear Dr. Eva,
Some people see a strong woman with 

high cheek bones and strong hands and 
they assume that that person has had a sex 
change. Why do certain women have high 
cheek bones and strong facial features and 
hands and other women have very small, 
delicate features? Is it the blood line, fam-
ily ties?

Passing As Best I Can

Dear Passing,
you’re right, people do make assump-

tions, and they shouldn’t. Sometimes the 
woman with the big hands and Roman nose 
is transgender, and sometimes she is…a ge-
netic woman with big hands and a Roman 
nose. And the short guy with small hands 
and delicate features usually is just a short 
guy with delicate features that he inherited 
from his short, delicate-featured parents. 
Why is it anyone else’s business, anyway? 
Why do you care what they think? 

There is a strong inherited (genetic, 
blood line, family) component to appear-
ance. There is also a strong hormonal com-
ponent. Picture twins, a boy and girl. Same 
age, similar genes, although not identical 
genes – identical twins are always the same 
sex. When the twins are young, if their hair 
and clothes are similar, it’s hard to tell which 
one is male and which one is female. Now 
imagine them at ages 10, 20, 30, up to age 
80. They start to look more unlike each oth-
er in their teens, and this becomes more 
and more apparent as they age, until about 
age 60, when they begin to look more alike 
again. 

What’s going on? It’s hormones. In their 
early teens, the boy’s testicles start pro-
ducing testosterone and the girl’s ovaries 
make estrogen. The estrogen adds a lay-
er of fat under the skin, making the girl’s fa-
cial features seem softer and the bones and 
veins in her hands and feet less visible. The 
boy’s testosterone has much more dramat-

ic effects. Everyone knows that testoster-
one causes voice deepening and growth 
of facial and body hair. However, you might 
not know that testosterone also triggers the 
growth of facial cartilage. This is why, over 
the years, men develop larger chins, noses, 
and ears, and develop more prominent eye-
brow ridges. 

If you think about the shape of a skull, 
you can see that most of the face is carti-
lage. The nose and ears have almost no 
structural bones at all. The hormonal effect 
on cartilage is what makes a man’s face look 
masculine. 

you can see from this why it is so much 
easier for transwomen to “pass” if they tran-
sition young, in their teens or twenties. 
Before age 30-35, there are usually only mild 
testosterone effects on facial cartilage and 
appearance. 

When transwomen transition at old-
er ages, especially after age 45, many 
cannot “pass” well without facial femini-
zation surgery. In this type of plastic sur-
gery, cartilage is removed from the brow 
ridge, nose, chin, and Adam’s apple, re-
sulting in a more feminine appearing face 
and neck. Because very few insurance 
plans cover any type of transgender sur-
gery, many transwomen – if they can af-
ford any surgery at all – have to choose be-
tween genital and facial surgery. The older 
a transwoman is, the likelier it is that facial 
surgery is more critical to her successful 
transition than genital surgery.

Now the last part: Why is it anyone else’s 
business, anyway? Why do you care what 
they think? 

Gender is the first thing most people 
feel they need to know when they encoun-
ter another person. If they are not certain 
of the other person’s gender, many people 
become anxious and agitated, and can be-
come violent. That is why transpeople have 
to care if others notice, and what they may 
be thinking. 

If you are transgender, passing well is 
not just a matter of self-esteem; it’s also a 
safety issue. If you are not transgender, and 
you notice someone around you whom you 
think may be transgender or any sort of gen-
der-different, keep an extra eye out for that 
person’s safety. Even if they are just a ge-
netic woman with strong features or a man 
with small hands, those small differences 
can compromise their safety. t

dr. eva Hersh is chief Medical Officer at 
chase Brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh Md, chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, Md 21201

Gender and 
the Face
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tRanSgenDeR coMMUnity 
DiviDeD oveR PenDing BiLL

– continUeD fRoM Page 1

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

Shop for Mother’s Day: Grace Church Country 
Fair, Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., featuring 
plants, baked goods, and much more. Proceeds go to mission 
outreach here in Baltimore City and around the world. 

Bring your mother to church!   
Mother’s Day, May 8, 10 a.m.

Celebrate with us! May 22, 10 a.m. worship 
service. First annual Reconciling Ministries Service 
to celebrate Grace’s decision to become a Reconciling 
Congregation to work for the full inclusion of LGBT persons.

Grace United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

5407 N Charles Street at Northern Parkway 
410.433.6650   |   www.GraceUnitedMethodist.org

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

MAY 8
“Turbo Capitalism and Ethical Culture”

MAY 15
“Acting on your Values

through Organized Action”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce the 
opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
Join us  every Sunday 1:00 PM at Divine Liturgy at First Unitarian UC, 12 W. Franklin Street  
(corner of Charles and Franklin Streets in Downtown Baltimore). For more information, 
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com
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concerning modern gay high school stu-
dents and young people in general. The 
songs performed by Diwata, and speeches 
from her version of “The Crucible,” offered 
well-placed comedy. Ludwig and Drown 
also had the opportunity to display their vo-
cal talents. This pattern of seriousness and 
lightness, under the direction of Eve Muson 
(Venus, Godspell, Big river, Peter Pan), kept 
the play from being too dark and still got the 
message across.

PRIOR TO THE PERFORMANCE at the 
Howard Community College, Colette 
Roberts and Rob Lance from the Howard 
County chapter of PFLAG, Michael Stebbins, 
the Rep Stage producing artistic director and 

Will Gullucci, a 
17-year-old trans-
gender high school 
student comprised 
a panel to dis-
cuss the coming 
out process today 
versus yesteryear. 
Several issues 
including bully-
ing, religion, ter-
minology and the 
transgender beat-
ing video were 
brought up by 
questions from the 
audience. – Steve 
charing  t

Olney’s Farragut North is Great Political Theater
LiveLy aRtS // OUT ON STAGE

from left: Susan Lynskey as ida horowicz, Bruce 
nelson as Paul Zara, kevin hasser as Ben, and 
Danny yoerges as Stephen Bellamy

By Steve chaRing
Having worked on the political campaigns of 
Chuck Schumer, Hillary Clinton, Bill Bradley 
and most recently, Howard Dean, playwright 
Beau Willimon had considerable exposure 
to backroom politics, manipulation, betrayal 
and punishment. Willimon deftly captured all 
these elements in a riveting drama, Farragut 
North, which had premiered at New york’s 
Atlantic Theater Company in 2008 right on 
the heels of Barack Obama’s election. Even 
after two and a half years, the events of that 
election cycle seem fresh, and the play of-
fers insight into the machinations behind a 
political campaign in its current mounting at 
the Olney Theatre Center. 

But the play is not about that election; 
never mind the timing of its debut. The play-
wright is reticent to classify Farragut North 
as a purely political drama. In an interview 
with the Boston Globe, Willimon explained, 
“The themes of the play can translate to any 
number of worlds. It could be Wall Street; it 
could be Hollywood; it could be a hospital or 
Home Depot.” 

Maybe, but the messy world of campaign 
politics is illuminated so clearly in this play. 
The tense and salty dialogue, the realistic 
Spartan sets, and the off-the rack wardrobe 
typically worn by political operatives working 
18-hour days were bolstered by the flawless 
performances of the ensemble in this pro-
duction at Olney.

Farragut North, directed ably and with 
precision by Clay Hooper is performed in 
the Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab, which is 
the smaller venue in Olney’s Montgomery 
County compound. Hooper’s strong back-
ground in directing Shakespearean plays 
serves him well in directing Farragut North 
in what could be described as a political 
tragedy.

The intimate theatre and proximity to the 
stage affords the audience the opportunity 
to capture the subtle facial expressions and 
body language of the highly skilled actors to 
enhance the feel of the drama.

In Farragut North the audience learns 
that the political establishment values loy-
alty over skills. The focus of the play is on 
Stephen Bellamy – the press secretary for 
a fictional and unseen presidential candi-
date who is currently a governor during a 
close Iowa primary. He is expertly played by 
Danny yoerges (rhymes with “gorgeous”).

Bellamy is a 25 year-old wunderkind in 
politics whose meteoric rise to this key po-
sition has been the envy of political opera-

Rep Stage completed its season with a ster-
ling production of Stephen Karam’s dark com-
edy Speech & debate that spins a tale involv-
ing modern teens’ angst. Comedy, drama and 
music are all intertwined in a fast-paced play 
that centers around three Salem, Oregon high 
school misfits with different backgrounds and 
goals but are brought together by a sex scan-
dal involving one of the teachers. 

The play was inspired by the sex scandal 
that enveloped former Spokane Mayor, the 
late Jim West, who supported anti-gay leg-
islation but had been accused of having sex 
with boys 20 years earlier.

Hot button issues, such as homophobia, 
alienation, secrets, mistrust of adults, and 
cyber space are cleverly addressed in this 
Off-Broadway play. 

Solomon, a nerdy, serious-minded stu-
dent played strongly by Sam Ludwig, has an 
obsession with anti-gay rights Republicans 
who have had sex with teenage boys. He 
wants to be a reporter and while investigating 
a possible sex scandal concerning the anti-
gay mayor, he heard rumors that one of the 
teachers has been hooking up with male stu-
dents mainly through an Internet chat room. 

In trying to discover the truth and get the 
scoop for his school newspaper, Solomon 
meets up with the new transfer student in 
the school, Howie, who is openly gay but not 
willing to share all matters in his life. He is 
played by Parker Drown, a familiar actor in 
regional theater who was the recipient of the 
Helen Hayes Award for his role in rent at 

DC’s Keegan Theatre.
They wind up meeting Diwata, played 

fabulously by Florrie Bagel. She wants 
so badly to be an actress but failed to get 
the lead role in the school’s production of 
“Once Upon a Mattress.” The slightly chub-
by Diwata ultimately directed her energies 
towards an extracurricular activity called the 
speech and debate club and “drafted” the re-
luctant Solomon and Howie.

The three students, who demonstrated 
their inner creativity in odd ways throughout 
the play, eventually divulge to each other the 
sexual secrets and humiliations that have 
beset them. The common denominator that 
unites them is the unseen drama teacher, 
Mr. Healy who had come on to both Howie 
and Solomon, and 
he had been re-
sponsible for ig-
noring Diwata’s 
“talents.”

Karen Novack 
played two brief 
adult roles – a 
teacher and arts 
reporter – and per-
formed them quite 
well.

Speech & 
debate doesn’t 
answer many 
questions but it 
highlighted some 
hot button issues 

Hot Buttons Pushed in Speech & Debate

tives twice his age. As fast as his ascent, 
Bellamy’s fall was faster and brutal. Skilled 
as he may be at his job, Bellamy’s betrayals 
and emerging weaknesses effectively end 
his career. His character is so entrenched 
in this play that he not only appears in ev-
ery scene but he also is the main compo-
nent of each. 

Bellamy’s boss, campaign manager Paul 
Zara, played adroitly by Bruce Nelson, is a 
victim of secrets and one who holds some, 
too. This as well as his working relationship 
with Bellamy comprises the core theme in 
the story line. (Bruce Nelson, who teaches at 
Towson University and Everyman Theatre, 
turned in an astounding performance in the 
one-man show i am My Own Wife – where he 
played a German transvestite on this stage a 

from left: Parker Drown, florrie Bagel, and 
Sam Ludwig  photo: Stan Barouh
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LiveLy aRtS // OUT ON SCREEN

few years back.)
Aside from 

Bellamy, the other key 
character is Molly, a 
19 year-old intern at 
campaign headquar-
ters in D.C. who trav-
eled to Des Moines 
just to seek out and 
be with Bellamy sim-
ply because she likes 
him. And she likes 
him a lot, as we learn, 
along with other “older men.” 

Played brilliantly by Elisabeth Ness, 
Molly truly makes this play work. She is the 

moral compass among a 
group of political hacks 
that have few morals and 
even less decency. Sadly, 
she becomes a casualty of 
these forces.

Alan Wade, a veteran 
of the Olney stages, turned 
in a superb performance as 
Tom Duffy, the campaign 
manager for the gover-
nor’s chief rival. The scene 
where he attempts to se-

duce Bellamy to join his team was intense.
The other main characters in the play – 

Ida Horowicz, an aggressive political report-

er for the New York times who would stop 
at nothing to get a scoop (Susan Lynskey), 
Ben, a sheepish but earnest underling to 
Bellamy who winds up emerging from the 
muck as Bellamy free-falls (Kevin Hasser); 
and the dual roles of Frank, another report-
er, and the waiter (Timothy Andres Pabon) 
– are wonderful accessories to the plot and 
are performed extremely well.

The sets by scenic designer Cristina 
Tedesco were simple but effective. 
Following each scene as the lights dimmed, 
the actors moved the furniture around the 
stage to the rhythmic pulsating beats pro-
vided by Sound Engineer GW Rodriguez. At 
times the thumping made me feel I was at-

tending Poe’s the tell-tale Heart.
Farragut North is a subway stop on the 

D.C. Metro, which serves many of the con-
sulting and lobbying firms. This is where 
former political operatives who at one time 
were seen as rising stars in the political are-
na but ultimately end up after they are de-
feated one way or the other. 

Political junkies are well aware of this 
life in such a competitive, cut-throat environ-
ment. And even if you are not a political junk-
ie, this production of Farragut North at Olney 
might just turn you into one. t

FarraGUt North at the Olney theatre center 
runs through May 22. For tickets call 301-924-
3400 or visit www.olneytheatre.org. 
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members Robert Longstreet (a busy guy!) and Onur Tukel.
• Silver Bullets – The making of a werewolf film plunges 

the lead actress, her director, and the people around them 
into a world of confusion, heartbreak, and madness. Hosted 
by director Joe Swanberg.

• Stranger Wore a Gun – Maryland Film Festival’s tra-
dition of presenting a different vintage 3-D each year con-
tinues with Andre de Toth’s 1953 Western 3-D the Strange 
Wore a Gun! Presented by Baltimore Sun scribe and 3-D ex-
pert Chris Kaltenbach.

• terri – From the director of Momma’s Man (MFF 2008) 
comes this offbeat comedy about a high-school underdog 
(Jacob Wysocki) who forms a unique friendship with his 
school’s vice principal (John C. Reilly). Hosted by director 
Azazel Jacobs.

• uncle Boonmee Who can recall His Past Lives – 
Winner of the 2010 Palme d’Or at Cannes, this mysterious 
Thai drama from the director of MFF 2007’s Syndromes and 
a century explores notions of love, loss, and reincarnation – 
each reel of film unfolding in a different visual style.

• We Were Here – The early days of the AIDS crisis in 
San Francisco – and the stories of friends and lovers lost – 
are movingly recalled by survivors in this emotional, expertly 
told documentary. Hosted by director David Weissman.

• Weekend – Two young gay men get to know each oth-
er in the wake of a one-night-stand that threatens to turn into 
something more meaningful in this UK drama from Andrew 
Haigh (of MFF 2009’s Greek Pete). 

• Wuss – This Solondz-esque dark comedy follows 
Mitch (Nate Rubin), who has returned to work as a substi-
tute teacher at his former high school, only to find himself 
at the mercy of the school’s much-changed student body.
arrested development ’s Tony Hale co-stars alongside tiny 
Furniture’s Alex Karpovsky. Hosted by director Clay Lifford 
and star Nate Rubin.

• And the closing night presentation, Sing Your Song 
presented by the legendary Harry Belafonte – Actor/activist/
singer. Big words, each one more than enough for a full ca-
reer. Harry Belafonte is all three, but somehow even all three 
words don’t do justice. 

There are many, many more films to choose from and if 
you’re planning to attend the festival, a full calendar of events 
and information about tickets is available on the website, 
www.md-filmfest.com. t

By chUck DUncan
The 2011 Maryland Film Festival is taking place May 5 – 8 at 
the Charles Theater and other locations around Baltimore, 
and the line-up includes everything from shorts to documen-
taries to feature-length films, something for all movie lovers’ 
tastes. The festival has become well-known for not being like 
other film festivals like Sundance, Tribeca or Toronto, which 
have become showplaces for major Hollywood productions. 
The Maryland Film Festival organizers take pride in show-
casing smaller, independent films and documentaries that 
normally don’t get much attention or wide theatrical releas-
es. The festival also includes screenings of classic films and 
special events hosted by critics, celebrities and the filmmak-
ers themselves. The closing night film, a documentary, will 
also be hosted by a living legend.

With well over 100 films scheduled to screen over the 
course of the weekend, there’s not enough space to cover 
them all but if you plan on attending – or want to keep an eye 
out for these films if they come to your area (or the eventu-
al DVD release) – here are a few titles that caught my eye. 
Readers of Baltimore Outloud may want to check out two 
films in particular, We Were Here and Weekend, to show 
some support for LGBT films at the festival.

• Each year, the Festival presents a classic silent film 
with live musical accompaniment by the Alloy Orchestra. 
This year, the Alloy Orchestra will be presenting Masters of 
Slapstick, a collection of short films with original scores. The 
films include easy Street with Charlie Chaplin, Backstage 
with Fatty Arbuckle, One Week with Buster Keaton and a 
special surprise title.

• Bad Fever, directed and hosted by Dustin Guy Defa, 
features a humor-challenged man as he drags his mother 
and the object of his affections into his dreams of making it 
as a stand-up comic. 

• Better this World 
– Two young Texas ac-
tivists are arrested on 
terrorism charges at 
the 2008 Republican 
National Convention – 
but this investigative 
documentary takes 
us beyond the head-
lines into a story full 
of friendship, betray-
al, and, quite possibly, 
entrapment.

• the catechism 
cataclysm – Father 
William Smoortser 
drops his bible into 
a toilet at a rest stop 
just before embark-
ing on a day-long ca-

noe trip, breaking 
loose all glorious 
hell. David Gordon 
Green, Jody Hill, and 

Danny McBride produce Todd Rohal’s ecstati-
cally deranged comedy. Hosted by director Todd 
Rohal and cast members Steve Little and Robert 
Longstreet.

• curling – In rural Quebec, a single dad who 
works in a desolate bowling alley lives together 
with his homeschooled, overprotected daughter 
– and begins to realize the life he’s chosen has 
scarred both of them.

• the dish & the Spoon – Emotionally wrecked 
after discovering her husband’s affair, a young woman (Greta 
Gerwig) forms an unusual friendship with a British teenager 
(Olly Alexander) in and around Rehobeth, Delaware. Hosted 
by director Alison Bagnall.

• domaine – a coming-of-age story that explores a young 
man’s emerging sexuality and his developing relationships 
with the adult world. Hosted by director John Waters.

• Frankenstein – A rare opportunity to see the National 
Theatre’s production of Frankenstein, with stage direction by 
Danny Boyle (trainspotting, Slumdog Millionaire). 

• Hospitalité – A couple runs a small printing shop togeth-
er in Tokyo, but their harmonious life together is disrupted 
when a mysterious man begins making bizarre impositions 
on their business and home. 

• Meek’s cutoff – Kelly Reichardt (Old Joy, Wendy and 
Lucy) takes the Western genre into gripping, existential art-film 
territory in telling the story of a wagon expedition facing a cross-
roads. The all-star cast includes Michelle Williams, Will Patton, 
Bruce Greenwood, Paul Dano, Zoe Kazan, Shirley Henderson.

• the Oregonian – A young, bloody woman from Oregon 
wanders the mysterious Northwest in this experimen-
tal, nightmarish feature with notes of hallucinatory horror. 
Hosted by director Calvin Reeder and cast members Lindsay 
Pilsipher and Robert Longstreet.

• Septien – A beard-
ed young man returns 
to live with his eccentric 
brothers on their family 
farm just as sudden-
ly as he disappeared 
eighteen years earlier, 
occassionally slipping 
away to make quick 
cash as a sports hus-
tler. Notes of desperate 
Living-era John Waters 
collide with modern 
art film in this dark 
comedy from Michael 
Tully, beautifully shot 
by Jeremy Saulnier 
(Hamilton, Putty Hill). 
Presented by director 
Michael Tully and cast 

Something for Everybody 
at MD Film Festival

LiveLy aRtS // OUT ON SCREEN

Where We Were

Weekend
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Books For Kids Day 
Saturday May 7, 2011 

9am to 2pm  
Rain or Shine!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information: 
BooksForKidsDay.org or BaltimoreReads.org 

Donate your new and gently used books to the  
Baltimore Reads Book Bank to help those schoolchildren  
otherwise unable to afford books of their own. 

Poly-Western High School  
Falls Road at Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore  
Exit 9 off I-83 (Jones Falls Expressway) 

Located at:   

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN

LiveLy aRtS // MUSIC

By Max jiMineZ
D Alexander has noticed a big change in the 
music industry since he began recording four 
years ago. In the beginning, producers tried 
to force him to become a mainstream pop 
artist. Fearing his music would lose its es-
sence, D Alexander resolved to remain true 
to his artistry even if it meant never achieving 
high record sales. “I told the producers they 
can keep their money, cars, and chicks, just 
give me a mic and some glitter.” 

He sees other musicians following a sim-
ilar path. “Artists are finally taking a stand 
against the industry. 
I, for one, am relieved 
that I have remained 
true to my principals. 
The freedom to ex-
press myself honestly 
is what makes me feel 
beautiful.” 

Beautiful happens 
to be the name of D 
Alexander’s first sin-
gle, on i-Tunes now.

Max jiminez: it 
used to be that be-
ing gay was a career 
killer. is that not true 
anymore? 

D alexander: 
Today, an artist remain-
ing in the closet is more 
of a career killer than 
coming out is. As art-
ists, it is our duty to pub-
lically expose our dia-
ries. If fans find out that 
we have been deceiving them, they will ques-
tion the art form that is supposed to be our 
truth.

Mj: is it easier for young artists to 
come out as gay today? 

Da: It is much easier. There is something 
of a revolution taking place in today’s music 
industry. As a generation, we are taking a 
stand and fighting for our rights. Nothing is 
off limits.

Mj: how have releases like Lady 
gaga’s “Born this Way” and ke$ha’s “We 
are Who We are” impacted the world’s 
feelings about the LgBt community? 

Da: I started to tear up the first time I saw 
the video for “Born This Way.” I could not be-
lieve that we had finally arrived. Many songs 

have danced around 
the subject without en-

tirely bringing it home but Gaga’s lyrics are 
so bold and her message is so clear. It’s 
fantastic to hear the song playing on main-
stream radio and television. 

Mj: Do you feel elton john and Ricky 
Martin waited too long to come out? 

Da: No, it was a different time then. I 
commend their courage. The more closets 
that get cleaned out, the easier it becomes 
for us to be fearless. 

Mj: What gave you the courage to 
stand up to the music industry suits? 

Da: I did it pre-Glee, way before it was 
popular to be out and proud. I used to feel 
lost and unsure about what I should write 
about. Once I figured out who I was, my mu-
sical mission became clear. Instead of wor-

rying about what peo-
ple thought, I began to 
write about everything I 
was feeling. Instead of 
keeping those private 
thoughts locked away 
in a journal, I brought 
them forth. They have 
been some of my best 
works yet.

Mj: “Beautiful” 
seems to suggest 
that beauty comes 
with maturity. 

Da: Beauty comes 
with honesty, most im-
portantly honesty with 
yourself; the ability to 
be comfortable in your 
own skin. In a way, ma-
turity plays a role in 
this discovery because 
it is ultimately life’s hur-
dles that point our in-
ternal compasses in 

the right direction. 
Mj: What do you hope fans take away 

from your music? 
Da: Art is indefinable. I hope my music will 

allow fans to take whatever they need to from it.
Mj: What should fans know about the 

next generation of emerging musicians? 
Da: We represent the future of free-

dom. We are the freak buried deep within 
the most conservative mind. That wild ani-
mal that erupts only when the lights are off 
and we are alone. We have to stop giving a 
shit about what people think. We are a gen-
eration of beautifully insane youth. Get ready 
for the takeover. t

d alexander is on MySpace: www.
myspace.com/dalexandertakesover

True Beauty 
D ALEXANDER TAKES A STAND

D alexander
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Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

What are your summer plans?! I love head-
ing to the beach and one of my favorite spots 
is Rehoboth, DE. The sand, the surf, and of 
course Poodle beach all offer wonderful and 
often interesting views. However, when the 
waters are a little rough and the air a bit too 
chilly, what does one do?! When the beach 
is too cold, that’s when I head to the streets 
for the hot design stores that call Baltimore 
Avenue home. 

Before beginning your design tour, stop 
off at the Coffee Mill (127-B Rehoboth Ave.) 

for a warm cup of 
café mocha and a 
nosh of muffin. This 
classic beach cof-
fee shop offers a 
wide range of cof-
fees and teas as 

well as healthy choices to energize your 
shopping spree. 

Once armed with caffeine and carbs, 
head over to Boxwood home (39 Baltimore 
Ave., www.boxwoodhomeonline.com). This 
beautiful design store offers sophisticated 
designs inspired by nature. 

Here you’ll find striking 
accessories such as sculp-
tural corals, sea inspired 
pillows, and decadent aro-
matic candles and house-
wares. One of my favor-
ite pieces is this portrait of 
Eve comprised of porcelain 
plates. 

Boxwood Home also 
offers a beautiful selec-
tion of furniture that feel like 
heirloom pieces, but only 
if Grandma had exceptional taste. With so 
much to offer, I never leave without discover-
ing a new and intriguing item.

After perusing the wares at Boxwood 
Home, stroll down the street to Symmetry 

(46 Baltimore 
Ave.). Opened 
4 summers 
ago by own-

ers David and Lee, this eclectic design store 
features items by local artists and crafts-
man. These handcrafted items include lead-
ed glass picture frames and pillows; mirrors; 
and tapestries and fabrics created by a fam-
ily run fabric mill in Pennsylvania using an-
tique looms to reproduce old fabrics. 

For those searching for the perfect light-
ing accessory, Symmetry also offers a won-
derful selection of unique primitive, modern 
and transitional lamps designed by local art-
ists. And new this summer, Symmetry has 
granite cutting boards and serving trays 
handcrafted by a local artist out of discarded 
pieces of granite. It’s apparent after listen-
ing to David and Lee, that they take pride in 
their selections and are very knowledgeable 
about the artists who create them. On your 
visit, make sure to ask them about the histo-
ry behind each piece!

After searching 
for that one of a kind 
piece of home décor, 
I love to take a break 
and look for one of 

kind clothing designs by Scott Spahr at his 
studio, Spahr (43 Baltimore Ave., www.
scottspahr.com). I’ve featured Scott’s piec-
es on my blog, the domestic dandy, www.
domestic dandy.com and I love coming back 
time and time again to see what new pieces 
he has added to his collection. On my recent 
visit, he featured these 
beautiful pants.

I love the cut and 
fabric design! And I’m 
very excited that he 
now offers them in a 
short! And for those 
who desire one of kind 
accessories, Scott also 
offers beautiful hand-
made belts created 
with his wonderful eye 
for pattern. If you are 
headed to Rehoboth 
in the coming months, 
I highly recommend 
stopping by Spahr to 
add a few unique pieces to your wardrobe! 

I hope you enjoy your design tour of 
Baltimore Avenue in Rehoboth. There are 
many fabulous stores in Rehoboth, but the 
great thing about this tour is that after you’re 
finished shopping you can stroll down to the 
outdoor deck at aqua grill (57 Baltimore 
Ave.) for some much needed afternoon re-
freshment. While there you can show off your 
new outfit and catch up with friends on your 
recent purchases! Happy summer everyone 
and remember to celebrate it in style! t

More of domestic dandy can be found at 
www.domesticdandy.com.

A Dandy Design 
Tour of Baltimore…
...Avenue, that is!

Fresh from winning Miss Gay Maryland and 
hosting Miss york PA America, Miss Gay 
Maryland herself, Miss Chi Chi Ray Colby 
found the time to sit down to talk to me for 
Baltimore Outloud. Without further delay, al-
low me to introduce you all to your new Miss 
Gay Maryland 2011.

Sam kunz: first of all, congratula-
tions on your Miss gay Maryland 2011 
victory. Was it harder than 
you thought it would be?

chi chi Ray colby: Um. 
No it was my third year run-
ning. I knew the competition 
was going to be fierce. Even 
after the first night I knew it was 
going to be close. It was going 
to be very close among the 
top ten. Myself, Araya Sparxx, 
Miss D’Meanor, Chanelle 
Coture, Sabrina Summers and 
Victoria Blair. All ten contes-
tants were good. It was a good 
match all around. 

Sk: When did you first know you want-
ed to make drag a lifestyle choice? 

ccRc: Back in 1999 is when I got start-
ed. Mainly for fundraising. I was in New york 
at the GLBTCC. I ran the youth program and 
so I did it to raise funds for them.

Sk: how did you get your start in per-
forming? first show?

ccRc: At a bar called Longhorn’s 
in Albany, New york. It was wonderful. 
Surprisingly I was not nervous. I actually 
made a lot of tips that night.

Sk: how do you plan on using your 
Miss gay Maryland crown to help others 
in the gay community?

ccRc: Myself and my first alternate are 
using it as a tag team to bring awareness for 
a lot of the local organizations. We are reach-
ing out to them now. I would like to work with 
SPEAK. It’s the suicide prevention organiza-
tion for kids. It’s very near and dear to my 
heart.

Sk: What steps did you have to take to 
bring you to where you are now?

ccRc: Honestly. The main thing is I lis-

tened and I learned.
Sk: is it easy to make the transition to 

chi chi – both in becoming and taking off 
the make up at the end of the night?

ccRc: I am who I am. When I am ‘chi 
chi.’ I am very fem. When I am Marty I am a 
boy with a little bit of fem. I am Chi Chi 24/7 
but I am also Marty 24/7. I don’t alter who I 
am or change for anyone. I am who I am. 

Sk: are you looking forward to Miss 
gay america? What steps are you taking 
to ensure a Maryland victory?

ccRc: I am absolutely looking forward 
to going back. I am looking forward to work-
ing with my promoter as well with Team 
Maryland to paying attention to the details 
and listening to my heart.

Sk: how would you define drag when 
it comes to it being perceived as an art 
form and what are you doing to make it 
a more respected form of entertainment?

ccRc: I think that drag is perceived as 
an art form when you can trick one’s mind. 

Be it with a canvas or a 
face. I think that is the high-
est form of art. That you can 
bring the audience into your 
world and they forget that 
you are not a woman. They 
forget that detail because 
you are selling the detail. 
In those four minutes they 
forget that you are not fe-
male. I always pay attention 
to everything before I hit the 
stage. I make sure that first 
detail is me. To keep the art 
form growing.

Sk: if there was a boy out in ohio who 
had never seen a drag queen but had 
just watched Too Wong Foo and decided 
that’s what he wanted to do. What advice 
would you have for him?

ccRc: I believe firmly in doing what your 
heart tells you do. To look listen and learn 
and to remember respect. To the people that 
came before him and to the people that came 
to see him. If that is in place, you will have 
longevity in being a female impersonator. 

Sk: as you know, i give all my sub-
jects the final say. So this is your mo-
ment to shine and let all of Baltimore and 
beyond know what you want us to know 
about you. take it away!

ccRc: Basically I am humble. I am hon-
ored that I get to stand up for the state I tru-
ly believe in. A state that helped create me 
from an early childhood. Up until my adult 
life I was a fire fighter for this state. I was an 
EMT for the state. I worked the waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay for 14 years as a Maryland 
Crabber. The state gave me life and it’s time 
to give back. t

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz

Ms. Chi Chi 
Ray Colby

chi chi 
Ray 

colby
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When you amble in you are greeted with 
the familiar look of the old Steak & Ale with 
a facelift of new paint, flooring and granite. 
The main color of the walls reminded me of 
the spice dry ground mustard and accented 

in a light rust color- the feel of Tuscany. It 
kept the seven separate dining areas and a 
lot of wood the old Steak & Ale boasted but it 
is not as dark and dim inside. The bar has a 
modern vibe with the bottles displayed on a 
multi-color changing island.

The menu offers a variety of Italian and 

Dining

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

 

The The The DizzDizzDizz   
G r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e w    

Monday—Friday 11 am - 10 pm        
Saturday & Sunday 8:30 am - 10 pm 

Breakfast served weekends 8:30 am - 2pm 
 

St. Mary’s Roland View Towers 
3838 Roland Ave, Rooftop ● 443-869-3085 

Spectacular 180° Views  
of Charm City 

 

Full Bar Now Open 

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

Mondays 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

Happy Hour 
50¢ Off All Beer Selections 
Monday - Friday 3pm-7pm 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

seafood dishes from appetizers, pizza, pas-
ta, veal, chicken, shrimp and scallops. It also 
offers daily soup and entrées.

We started with the Fried Zucchini 
($6.95) – fresh hand breaded zucchini 
served with its marinara sauce. I was glad to 
find out that the zucchini was nicely cooked 
and not mushy. The marinara perfectly sea-
soned and had a slight sweetness to it.

Salad and homemade breadsticks are 
served with all entrées. The salad is served in 
a large bowl similar to what you find at Olive 
Garden. The breadsticks were warm and soft 
with a favorable buttery garlic flavor to them.

First we tried the Chicken Saltimboca 
($18.95) – chicken breast sautéed in a lemon 
wine sauce topped with prosciutto ham, melt-
ed mozzarella cheese, on a bed of spinach 
and served with pasta with marinara sauce. 
The chicken was moist and the sauce was had 

a nice consistency and lots of flavor.
Our second entree was the 

Chicken Parmigiana ($15.95)- bone-
less chicken breast, breaded, sau-
téed and baked with marinara sauce 
and mozzarella cheese and served 
with pasta with marinara sauce. The 
chicken was moist and smothered in 
the tasty marinara served with the 
fried zucchini.

The service staff was friendly 
and willing to offer their opinions. We 
arrived around 4:30 for an early din-
ner but by the time we left the tables 
were getting pretty full.

The only downfalls I found were 
that the time between getting our sal-

ad and breadsticks and main entrées was 
quick- we weren’t done eating salad when our 
dinners were served. The second was that I 
felt as though the bus boys were hovering (al-
most as if they were lost) and always walking 
by which made me feel watched. Neither will 
stop us from coming back soon. t

Basta Pasta
60 West Timonium Road
Timonium, MD 21093

 Let us help you acquire 
the vehicles and 

equipment you need to 
grow your business

 Utilize our Equipment 
& Commercial Vehicle 

Lease Finance Solutions

 Local Company Serving 
Greater Baltimore Area 

Businesses for over 
35 years 

CALL NANCY OR ALLAN: 1.800.733.5529
OR EMAIL: customerservice@madisoncapital.com  |  WWW.MadisonCapital.COM

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
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By jeffRey haMMeRBURg
In the month of March unprecedented disas-
ters in Japan and radical political upheavals 
in the Middle East had a monumental impact 
on those affected nations and repercussions 
from the events were immediately felt all over 
the world. The outcome in both cases is rath-
er incomprehensible, and while events in 
the Middle East unfolded with a modicum of 
hope and inspiration, any international cause 
for celebration was quickly dampened by the 
heartbreaking tragedy in Japan that soon 
followed. 

But there are also widespread econom-
ic repercussions that cannot be overlooked, 
and they have already begun to exert their 
influence around the globe. The trickle-down 
effect will likely be felt in coming months 
within the domestic housing market, for ex-
ample. LGBT buyers and sellers should be-
gin to factor in these emerging economic de-
velopments now as they make plans related 
to real estate for the rest of 2011.

• There has been much discussion about 

the fact that Japan, for example, serves as 
a vital link in the global manufacturing sup-
ply chain. Now that many of that country’s 
resources are crippled, delivery of finished 
products from around the world that depend 
on Japanese components will be delayed or 
halted. 

• There is also the issue of finan-
cial investment, because Japan – 
the world’s third biggest econ-
omy – is also a major buyer of 
American stocks, bonds, and 
other monetary investments. 
When Japan and other nations are 
buying lots of United States Treasury offer-
ings, for example, that helps to keep interest 
rates lower in the USA. 

• Japan lost major capital assets and is 
repositioning its investment power to help 
rebuild itself in the aftermath of a series of 
monumental disasters. That will likely put in-
creased upward pressure on American inter-
est rates. Eventually higher rates at the fed-
eral level will trigger higher rates at the retail 

yoUR Money // REAL ESTATE

consumer level, too, and 
those will show up as more 
expensive bank loans – in-
cluding mortgages.

Whether or not LGBT consumers will 
begin to see a rather dramatic or substan-
tial rise in rates remains to be seen, but four 
months ago real estate economists were al-
ready predicting at least a moderate rise in 

mortgage rates. So those who have 
been sitting on the sidelines hop-

ing home loan rates would fall 
before buying or refinancing 
are encouraged to go ahead 

and act now, while interest 
rates are still at historically low 

and attractive levels.
The real threat to LGBT real estate 

buyers, though, is likely to be felt thanks to 
that perennial enemy of the economy, name-
ly higher energy prices. The turmoil in the 
Mideast and the horrific devastation in Japan 
both contribute directly to a shortage of avail-
able energy. 

• When protesters took to the streets of 
Cairo, for instance, it was only a few hours 
before prices at gas pumps across the USA 
began to spike. Prices have continued to 
trend upward ever since, and although the 
real estate business may seem to have lit-
tle in common with the gas and oil industry, 
there is a strong correlation. 

• Building products travel on gas-guz-
zling trucks, and local construction crews 
commute to the job site in their own gas-
burning vehicles. That means that any rise 
in petrol costs that are incurred by those 
businesses or workers inevitably get passed 
along to their clients and customers. 

• Gas prices spiked in the wake of the 
Katrina disaster and during the BP oil spill, 
for example, triggered by the interruption of 
fuel refinement and delivery systems. Prices 

of basic commodities shipped by truck also 
climbed drastically due to higher transporta-
tion costs. 

• International markets are still heavily de-
pendent upon foreign oil, but it is no longer 
flowing smoothly from unstable places like 
Libya. Those involved in the real estate mar-
ket should, therefore, always factor volatile 
energy prices into budget projections. Energy 
costs have the potential to make homes prici-
er to build or repair, and upwardly trending in-
terest rates make financing for those kinds of 
projects – or for any kind of mortgage borrow-
ing or refinancing – more expensive.

But the general forecast for members of 
the LGBT community looking forward to real 
estate purchases in 2011 is really not much 
different than it was before crisis struck 
Japan and dramatic changes happened in 
the Mideast. The main difference now is that 
earlier predictions have more validity. The 
possibility of mortgage rate hikes or increas-
es in construction supply costs is now great-
er. That means that those planning to take 
out a loan should get busy and do so now, 
while anyone negotiating with building con-
tractors should try to insert terms into their 
contracts and agreements that specify the 
maximum cost of materials and labor. 

Otherwise open-ended deals could re-
sult in much higher than expected costs due 
to inflation during the timeline of the building 
or repair project. Similarly, mortgage rates 
could run up, causing steeper monthly pay-
ments and more difficulty in qualifying for 
mortgage loans large enough to complete 
purchase transactions. t

to find real estate and mortgage 
professionals dedicated to support of 
the worldwide LGBt community, vis-
it www.GayMortgageLoans.com and www.
GayRealEstate.com, or call toll free 1-888-
420-MOVe (6683).

America’s LGBT Real Estate Market
How will it be affected by unrest in the Middle East and the disasters in Japan?

SomedayBaltimore.com

We never run low on irony in Baltimore. Or restaurants that 
serve local grass-fed beef, merchants that carry housemade 

pickles and pâté, or markets that sell unbelievable goods from 
local farms. And don’t forget Berger cookies. 

It’s foodie heaven around here.

The next time you wander under I-83 with a cup of  Zeke’s and a bag of  kale, do it 
as a homeowner. City home prices are historically low and interest rates are, too. 
At Live Baltimore, we can help you buy now. We’ll match you with homebuying 

incentives, renovation information, neighborhoods, and more. 

So if  you’ve ever told yourself, “Someday I’ll own my own place,” get in touch.
Because someday is now.
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Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik

SOLID
IS HERE TO HELP
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May is here at last. In Baltimore May brings 
the annual Flower Mart in Mt. Vernon on 
May 6-7 and the Preakness Race at Pimlico 
on May 21. In the Leather Community May 
brings the Super Bowl of leather events- the 
International Mr. Leather Contest in Chicago 
over the Memorial Day Weekend. 

Did you ever wonder why in America we 
choose from just two people for President of 
the United States but select from over fifty men 
for International Mr. Leather? Just a thought- 
but I’ll leave the real politics to Steve Charing. 

In the meantime, I have been spending 
a lot of time with Mr. Maryland Leather 2011 
Alex Lemaire and he is really getting excit-
ed about representing our state at the big-
gest leather event of them all. The count-
down has begun. In the weeks to come, Alex 
will have another busy month. In fact, Alex 
has been busy every weekend since winning 
COMMAND’s Mr. Maryland Leather 2011 
Contest back in November.

Having just returned from CLAW 
(Cleveland Leather Awareness Weekend) 
on May 1, Alex, who was recently elected 
Second Vice President of the ShipMates Club 
of Baltimore, will join the men of COMMAND, 
M.C. on Saturday, May 7 as they celebrate 
their 23rd Anniversary at a dinner being held 
this year at the United Church of Christ lo-
cated at 1728 Eastern Avenue in Baltimore. 

The event begins at 7 p.m. on May 7, and 

if you hurry you may still be able to join the 
fun. For $45 a person you will enjoy a buf-
fet dinner and will be able to join me and my 
other dear friend Open Bar. Check out www.
commandmc.org for tickets and all the de-
tails. If you can’t make it to the dinner, you 
can still help COMMAND, M.C. toast their 
23rd year of brotherhood after the dinner at a 
bar night hosted by the D.C. boys of Leather 
at Leon’s Leather Lounge. And also on May 
7, the ShipMates will have a bar night at the 
Baltimore Eagle. Come out and join the cel-
ebration. Saturday, May 7 should be a big 
night for Baltimore’s Leather Community! 

The following Saturday, May 14, will bring 
lots of leather folk out in Baltimore again as 
COMMAND, M.C. host a bar night at Leon’s 
Leather Lounge. This event will serve as 
Alex’s official send-off party. Everyone is in-
vited. Come to the Triple L and help wish Alex 
well in Chicago. There will be dollar drafts, 
Jell-O shots, a silent auction, and many oth-
er surprises, I’m sure. Let’s show Alex that 
Maryland is behind him as he heads to IML.

In fact, you don’t have to be left behind. 
It is not too late to join Alex in Chicago. Have 
you ever been? It is an incredible city. Check 
out wwwimrl.com for tickets and hotel reserva-
tions. I know I wouldn’t miss joining 15,000 of 
my dearest leather friends in the Windy City. 

IML starts on Thursday, May 26 with 
a roast of International Mr. Leather 2010 
Tyler McCormick at the Leather Archives 
& Museum located at 6418 N. Greenview. 
Go to www.leatherarchives.com for tickets. 
The huge Hyatt is the host hotel in Chicago 
again this year, and it will house the enor-
mous Leather Mart. The Leather Mart 
in Washington, D.C., during Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Weekend is wonderful but wait un-
til you see the Leather Mart in Chicago! It is 
held in a space that looks like the Baltimore 
Convention Center! 

Friday night will be the Opening 
Ceremonies for the IML Contest and the in-
troduction of contestants, Saturday night will 
bring the IML Pecs & Personality Contest 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

COUNTDOWN TO

during which all contestants ap-
pear on stage in jock and an-
swer a fun on-stage question, 
and Sunday, May 29 brings the 
big event- The International Mr. 
Leather 2011 Contest. 

The contest is being held 
at a new time this year. It will be 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday eve-
ning and it will also be held in a 
new location- The Harris Theater. 
The Harris Theater is located in Millennium 
Park and is just a short walk from the Hyatt. 
Picture an endless parade of leather folk 
walking through downtown Chicago. It will be 
Chicago’s unofficial Leather Pride Parade. 

The contest will begin with the introduc-
tion of all contestants and then the top twenty 
will be announced. The top twenty is select-
ed based on off-stage interview with the judg-
es and the Pecs & Personality Contest. Once 
the top twenty is announced the contest starts 
over. The top twenty will appear again in jock, 
formal leather, and give a speech. One of the 
top twenty will leave the Harris Theatre as 
International Mr. Leather 2011. 

 Although the contest is the centerpiece 
of IML there are also endless parties. The two 
biggest are the IML Victory Party on Sunday 
night, which is being held again this year at 
the beautiful House of Blues ( International 

Mr. Leather 2008 Gary Iriza will 
be one of the D.J.’s ) and the Black 
& Blue Ball will be on Monday 
night at the fabulous Excalibur 
Nightclub. I am also looking for-
ward to some of the parties being 
held at the host hotel. 

There will be the BLUF Party. 
BLUF is an international club 
for men who have a fetish for 
breeches, leather, and uniforms. 

BLUF has members from over forty nations 
and their party will have a strict dress code. It 
should be hot! Other parties will include the 
Woofcamp Party for pups, dogs, their han-
dlers, and friends. 

The Onyx Party is always great and I also 
wouldn’t miss the Gear Blast Party. Hot men 
in spandex wrestling suits and sports gear- 
woof! The last time I was there I saw an in-
credible man in a skin tight yankees uniform. 
It was the only time I could have supported 
the yankees! The parties will be spectacu-
lar. Plus Chicago has countless fun bars and 
wonderful restaurants. 

My other job has been very stressful this 
year so I am really looking forward to get-
ting away to Chicago over the Memorial Day 
Weekend for the 33rd Annual International Mr. 
Leather Contest. I am getting excited. It is May 
already and the countdown has begun! t

Chicago!

Meet 250 
Artisans
in Person

SugarloafCrafts.com
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900

SugarloafCrafts.com
DISCOUNT TICKETS, show info, 
exhibitor lists, directions and more at:

• Jazzy Jewelry

• Hot Handbags

• Creative Clothes

• Gourmet Goodies

• Family Fun

ƒ
APR 29, 30, MAY 1, 2011
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83
Fri. & Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5
Admission $7 online, $9 at the door - good all three days
Children under 12 and parking are FREE

COOL CRAFTSCOOL CRAFTS
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HAPPY HOUR FROM 4 TO 10PM — 7 DAYS A WEEK
2 FOR 1 on Rail, Call and Domestic Beer

MAY 21 MISS LEON'S CONTEST — SEE BARTENDER FOR APPLICATION

870 Park Avenue    410.539.4993

Voted One of the Top 50 Best Bars in Baltimore 2010

www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com227 W. Chase Street    410.539.4850

LEONS LEATHER LOUNGE
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Thus…The Gang N’em was born
The show started to gain momentum 

in the 3rd season and many people on the 
show have come and gone. Season 4 of The 
Gang N’em is currently filming and is active. 

This season is unlike any other. There are 
three facets to the show. The first is that the 
show is introducing skits, which will be the 
comedic side of The Gang N’em to show the 
LGBT community. There is also a reality show 
that is centered on The Gang N’em based 
around the real life and behind-the-scenes of 
The Gang N’em and what is going on in their 
minds. Finally, there are the traditional discus-
sions on current events, pop culture, politics, 
sexuality, and etc. 

you may wonder what makes The Gang 
N’em different from any other person who is 
on youTube? Well, the difference is very clear. 
We do it not for fame or for prestige but we 
do this for our own love and entertainment. 
We are not looking to be the next big thing 
on youTube and we just want to educate, 
empower, and entertain the masses of the 
LGB&T community. 

Snook came up with the idea of the skits 
for The Gang N’em. “I wanted to come up 
with something new that would catch the 
viewers’ attention and makes them laugh.” 

Snook stated during the first Gang N’em 
meeting that was held at his house in March. 
James McCauley came up with the con-
cept of the reality show. The show is called 
“Behind The Lights,” which takes you behind 
the scenes of The Gang N’em and what hap-
pens outside of the skits and discussion. 

“I’m nervous about this concept because 
this is new and I usually don’t like change but 
the concept is new and we will have a camera 
man follow us and see what we do other then 
the discussions,” James stated during the first 
tapping of The Gang N’em. In closing, 

The Gang N’em is currently filming 
Season 4. Please go to www.thegangnem.
com and subscribe, comment, and rate the 
videos that are posted on the site. Thank you 
in advance for your support. t

NEW GROUPS

Peer Support/Life Skills 
Monday & Friday 12pm to 1pm 

Writing Group 
Tuesday 4 pm to 5 pm

Support Group 
Wednesday & Thursday 
11:30am to 12:30pmP.O. BOX 1296, BALTIMORE, MD. 21217     410.523.1694

Many of you that are reading this are probably 
wonder “What is the Gang N’em?” The Gang 
N’em is a show that has been on youTube for 
going on 4 years. The Gang N’em is a group 
of friends in Baltimore that are gay (and bi-
sexual if the wind blows right) that gather to-
gether to discuss various topics and issues 
that affect the LGBT community internation-
ally, nationally and locally. The mission of The 
Gang N’em is to Education, Empower, and 
Entertain not only the youth of the community 
but also the older members of the community.

The idea first started between 4 friends. 
Komi Christopher, Steven Scott, James 
McCauley and myself; James received a 
camcorder for Christmas from his mother. 
He played with it a bit making vlog (Video 
Journals) and random videos on his own 
youTube account but then the weather start-
ed to get warm and one day in mid-May he 
invited Komi and me over to his house. 

Komi and I were being random and 
watching clips from dynasty. That’s when 
James got the idea to do a soap opera cen-
tered on all of us. Early in the project it start-
ed with a group of friends hanging downtown 
and it went from a soap opera to a group of 
friends hanging out talking about different 
things and topics, such as religion, politics, 
sexuality, health, gossip, and random guest 
appearances by other various members who 
were inside and outside of the community. 

The Gang N’em

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

Someone contacted me a while ago, curi-
ous about my life coaching approach, and he 
asked, “Do you work with self-esteem?” Before 
I could answer him, I noticed myself struggling, 
feeling pulled in two different directions.

On the one hand, everything I do in-
volves self-esteem. After I help with projects 
like career transitions, resume writing, com-
ing out, or overcoming shyness, they always 
report that they feel better about themselves.

On the other hand, I’d never worked di-
rectly on self-esteem with a client. Not once! 
That made me wonder why.

To get at the answer, it’s helpful to under-
stand my definition of self-esteem. To me, 
self-esteem is confidence in your own power; 
you use power to get what you want out of life. 
And power simply means “the ability to act.” 

Put more plainly: if you have a gentle-
yet-focused way of moving through life, mak-
ing progress toward your goals and enjoying 
yourself along the way, then you’ll probably 
like yourself. What’s not to like?

Let’s take a look at some specific tips for 
approaching your life in this way:

Shift your attention temporarily away 
from self-esteem (“feeling”) – focus instead 
on the rest of this list (“doing”). Practice fo-
cusing on what you want in a given moment, 
what you might enjoy, and then do a little bit 
of it. Approach what you’re doing as if you 
know nothing and have a completely open 
mind – use what we call “beginner’s mind.”

Assume that, if other ordinary people 

have done it, you can do it, too – it’s possible. 
Examples include surviving bullying, finding a 
partner, enjoying a career, and buying a house.

Do your research for longer-term goals – 
understand how those who’ve gone before 
you did it. Mentors, advisors, and coaches 
can be very helpful.

Think “learning” and “skills” – and prac-
tice, practice, practice!

Plan a little, take a little action, take in 
feedback… repeat!

Adjust to feedback, especially from your 
gut and your heart.

To summarize it all, it’s about being a 
gentle, curious, and playful student of life. It’s 
about understanding that those things called 
“mistakes” are terrific tips for how to succeed 
the next time around. It’s about not going it 
alone – don’t buy into that “pulling yourself 
up by the bootstrap” myth. It’s a deep under-
standing that if you really “get into” the learn-
ing and practicing, then it’s only a matter 
of time before you succeed enough to feel 
good about yourself and to keep going in life.

When Thomas Edison was asked if it 
was true that he failed thousands of times 
before he invented the light bulb, he alleged-
ly said, “I have not failed 1,000 times. I have 
successfully discovered 1,000 ways not to 
make a light bulb.” 

On the one hand, he’s half joking. On 
the other hand, notice how he focuses on 
the adventure, the trying, and the experi-
menting. He was enjoying himself all along 
the way – he was honoring the journey more 
than the destination. 

Remember, self-esteem doesn’t come 
from standing at a mirror and saying that 
you’re “good enough, and smart enough, 
darn it!” It comes from getting out there, do-
ing it, getting your hands dirty, and learn-
ing how to “get ‘er done.” Before someone 
can believe that “it gets better,” that person 
needs to feel what it’s like to take some ac-
tion and build a tiny bit of progress today. t

check out Gerry Fisher’s website at 
www.BaltimoreLifecoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Tips for Building 
Self-Esteem The best show on Baltimore 

Youtube that you’re not watching
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email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
May 6 – May 28

May 6-15
Peter Pan at howard community 

college
Created by Student Arts Collective 

at HCC. Peter Pan or the Boy Who 
Would Not Grow up is presented in this 
non-musical adaption of J.M. Barrie’s 
most beloved tale. Audience mem-
bers will join Peter, Wendy, John, and 
Michael as they sprinkle fairy dust and 
literally take to the air, flying to the Never 
Land. Directed by Susan Kramer. Smith 
Theatre, HCC, 10901 Little Patuxent 
Parkway, Columbia 21044. $15 gen-
eral admission; $12 for seniors, mili-
tary members and groups; $10 for stu-
dents with I.D.; and $8 for children age 
12 and younger. Tickets may be pur-
chased through the Horowitz Center 
Box Office (443-518-1500, www.how-
ardcc.edu/horowitzcenter) or the Arts 
Collective website (www.howardcc.edu/
studentarts). 

May 6-15
crumbs: a Possible true Story at 

theatre closet
Al Letson’s play about loyalty, 

deception and love in, of all places, a 
bread factory. It will be held on May 6 
and 7 and 12 to 14 at 8pm and May 15 at 
3pm. Theatre Closet, 45 W. Preston St., 
Baltimore. Tickets are $20 for general 
admission; $15 for seniors, artists, and 
military and $10 for students. Tickets 
are available at missiontix.com and by 
calling Theatre Project’s box office at 
410-752-8558.

May 6-7
the telling Project - Baltimore 

veterans tell Stories of DaDt and 
combat 

8 p.m. Towson University, Stephen’s 
Hall, 8000 york Rd, Towson, MD. $5 
students, $10 general.

May 6-8
13th annual Maryland film 

festival 

Designed to advocate for films and 
filmmakers as they enter the market-
place, the Maryland Film Festival cel-
ebrates the art of film in the tradition of 
famous Baltimoreans like John Waters 
and Barry Levinson. Documentaries, 
short films and features are screened at 
several locations throughout the city as 
Baltimore goes Hollywood for the bet-
ter part of a week. Maryland Institute 
College of Art/The Charles Theater, 
1711 N. Charles St., Baltimore. www.
md-filmfest.com. [See Lively Arts / Out 
on Screen.] 

May 9 
the Baltimore choral arts 

Society holds open rehearsal for 
auditions 

Singers who are interested in 
learning about how to join the Chorus 
for the 2011-12 season are welcome to 
sing with us as we rehearse the Choral 
Finale to the Mahler Resurrection 
Symphony. 7:30 pm. Grace United 
Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles St. 
Baltimore. Call (410) 523 7070 Ext 203 
for details or www.baltimorechoralarts.
org. 

May 11, 14
auditions for Unraveled on the 

gravel at the Spotlighters theatre
Spotlighters Musical Director 

Michael Tan is holding auditions for 
the new musical Unraveled at the 
Gravel, a Baltimore Playwrights Festival 
Production, which will run August 
4-21, 2011. May 11 audition 7 p.m. and 
May 14 audition at 10 a.m. both in the 
lobby. Tenors, sopranos and baritones 
needed. Bring head shot. Spotlighters, 
817 St. Paul St., Baltimore 21202.

May 12-15
cruisers University and Boat 

Show
Cruisers University, the latest 

creation of United States yacht Shows 

(USyS) is set to run in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor. Producers of the renowned 
United States Sailboat Show and 
United States Powerboat Show in 
Annapolis each fall, USyS will premiere 
a combination of cruising education 
and boat show to an audience that 
is truly international. Cruisers from 
Australia, British Columbia, US Virgin 
Islands and sixteen states in the US are 
currently registered. Adult tickets are 
$15, Children 7-12 are $5, and children 
six and under are free. Tickets are 
available on line at www.usboat.com or 
at the gate.

May 12-28 
teatro 101 Presents the Wild 

Party Off-Broadway hit musical based 
on the poem by Joseph Moncure 
March. The Wild Party is directed by 
David Gregory and musically directed 
by Cedric D. Lyles. Thursday (opening 
night), Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
and Sundays at 7 pm. (Possible Sunday 
Matinees may be added.) Tickets are 
$20 general. Performances are held at 
The Mobtown Theatre in Hampden. For 
tickets, directions, more information, 
visit www.teatro101.com. Musical 
contains situations and language not 
suitable for children. 

May 13
Wine tasting and free 

introduction to free State Legal 
Project 

[See Local News about the opening 
of Free State Legal.] 5-7:30 p.m., Spirits 
of Mt. Vernon, 900 N. Charles St., 
Baltimore. RSVP, please call, e-mail or 
find us on Facebook: 410-625-LGBT 
(5428), lhopkins@freestatelegal.org, 
www.spiritsofmtvernon.com 

May 13, 15, 
19, 21 

opera vivente Presents giacomo 
Puccini’s the Will-o-the-Wisps

Performed in English at the Great 

Hall of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
811 Cathedral St., Baltimore. Tickets 
$30-75. Call 410-547-7997 or visit www.
operavivente.org. 

May 15 
PfLag Westminster-carroll 

county tackles homophobic 
Rhetoric

Joan Garrity is guest speaker for 
program titled, “Ignorant Statements 
and Brilliant Responses: Confronting 
Homophobic Rhetoric.” 5 pm. St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ, Corner of 
Bond & Green Sts., Westminster, MD 
21157. Info: <tel:443-280-9047> 410-
861-0488 or e-mail: pflagcarroll@gmail.
com. www.pflagwcc.org 

May 18 
hunks in trunks Benefit for aiDS 

action Baltimore 
R-Group presents Hunks In Trunks 

2011: All Male Swimsuit Fashion Show 
at Red Maple, 930 North Charles St., 
Baltimore. 7:30 -11:30 pm. 100% of the 
swimsuit charity auction will benefit 
AIDS Action Baltimore. A single ticket 
is $22, a couples ticket is $39 and a 
VIP-Sponsor Group Tickets available 
for 4 or 6. To order tickets by phone 
for this event call 410-997-0404 or 
go to the R-Group website at www.
hunksintrunks.org. 

May 25 
concert for earthquake Relief 
Musicians of Mercy will be 

performing a benefit concert for 
earthquake relief on at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Christ Episcopal Church, 6800 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Columbia, MD 21045. [See 
Local News//Local Musicians to 
Perform for Charity, Raise Awareness.] 
Admission is free; donations are 
welcome. Proceeds will be sent to 
World Vision: Japan Quake and 
Tsunami Relief Fund (www.worldvison.
org).
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CHRISSY LEE POLIS RALLY 
ROSEDALE, MD — APRIL 25, 2011 
PHOTOS: STEVE CHARING
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 cLeaning  BookS & giftS coMPUteR

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

 coUnSeLing

 MaSSage DentaL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 attoRney  tax SeRviceS  tRaveL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

caLL 410-244-6780 to aDveRtiSe.

 financiaL  eLectRician

Professional services

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPoRt gRoUP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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