
By ‘Davey Wavey’ Jacques
Gaytravel.com
[editor’s note: Memorial Day weekend sig-
nals the beginning of the summer travel sea-
son. As such, Baltimore oUtloUd is present-

ing our semi-annual travel issue. It is “fitting” 
that we feature ways to stay fit while on va-
cation, and we thank gaytravel.com and par-
ticularly author “Davey Wavey” Jacques for 
sharing his insights with our readers.]

All of us have priorities. For me, traveling 
is near the top of my list – just under stay-
ing healthy. Unfortunately, the two don’t al-
ways go hand-in-hand – but in my globetrot-
ting adventures, I’ve managed to learn a few 

tricks.
1) Plan a- 

head. If staying 
at a hotel, inquire 
about the hotel’s 
gym facilities. 
Ask about the 
equipment and 
browse pictures 
on the website. A 
lot of hotels claim 
to have gyms, 
but it’s actually a 
glorified storage 
closet with a few 
pieces of equip-

ment that look borrowed from the Flintstones. 
If staying at a house or property, search on-
line for any nearby facilities. Call local gyms 
and ask about short-term rates and make a 
game plan. Get your ducks in a row.

2) Remember that there’s no such 
thing as “vacation” calories. You’ve 
probably heard people try to justify an 
unhealthy meal by saying, “It’s okay. I’m 

on vacation.” While there is nothing wrong 
with the occasional indulgence, it’s impor-
tant to remember the obvious: Your body 
doesn’t process food differently when you’re 
on a vacation. Calories are calories, plain 
and simple. And the more you travel, the 
more important this rule becomes.

3) stay hydrated. It’s easy not to get 
your daily requirement of water while trav-
eling. And it’s much easier to opt for soft 
drinks, alcohol, etc. Make an effort to drink 
water – it provides a ton of great benefits in-
cluding a boost to your metabolism and a 
curbing of your appetite.

4) use your feet. One of the best ways 
to explore a new city is on foot, and it’s also 
great exercise. Push yourself to walk (in-
stead of buses, cabs, and the like). It will help 
counteract some of those extra calories we 
tend to consume while traveling – and you’ll 
probably discover a few hidden gems along 
the way.

5) Be flexible. Exercise doesn’t need to 
be “all or nothing.” Maybe your typical gym 
routine is 60 minutes, and you only have 30 

Grand Opening 
for Restoration 

Gardens

Six months after the new residents 
have moved in, the “official” Grand 
Opening and Dedication of Restoration 
Gardens, a 33,000 square-foot facili-
ty for homeless and unstable housed 
youth, took place on May 11. Home 
for America and Empire Homes of 
Maryland, Inc. hosted the dedica-
tion at 3701 Cottage Ave. in the Park 
heights neighborhood of Baltimore. 
The ceremony, which was attended by 
nearly 100, was marked by speeches 
from state and city officials as well as 
the other partners who contributed to 
the innovative project.

Among the speakers were 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake; LGBT supportive Maryland 
Senator Catherine Pugh (District 40); 
F.T. Burden, President of AIRS/EHM/
City Steps and is the first openly gay 
person to lead AIRS – AIDS Interfaith 
Residential Services; and Alice Cole 
representing Baltimore Delta Alumnae 
Foundation / Baltimore Homeless 
Youth Initiative.

Restoration Gardens, a $6 million 
project, comprises 43 units of perma-
nent housing with supportive services 
for Baltimore men and women who are 
homeless and unstable housed youth 
ages 18-24. LGBT youth – especially 
transgender – are most vulnerable to 
homelessness and unstable housing, 
such as “couch surfing,” and several 
LGBT people are already residing in 
Restoration Gardens.

Located at the former Springhill 
Elementary School in the southern 
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as the Director of Programs and Services 
for the Equality Federation, the nation-
al association of state-based LGBT organi-
zations.  Ms. Bowman is also a founder of 
Equality Ohio and was its Executive Director 
for over five years. She most recently served 
as the Campaign Manager for Democratic 
Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher’s U.S. 
Senate campaign in Ohio.”

Lynne Bowman was kind enough to take 
time from her busy schedule to field some 
questions from Baltimore OUTloud.

Baltimore OUTloud: as you know, 
LGBT Marylanders were mightily disap-
pointed at the results of the 2011 General 

SEVEN TIPS TO 
Staying Fit While Traveling

—continued on page 3

Vital housing project unveiled 
for homeless at-risk youths

assembly. Have 
you spoken with 
Morgan to gain her 
perspective?

Lynne Bowman: 
We’ve spoken with 
many folks that were 
involved on various 
levels this past leg-
islative session to 
gain perspective and 
a better understand-

ing of what happened. Since I began as inter-
im executive director I’ve made it clear that 
organizationally, we’re receptive to receiving 
input from anyone who wants to share their 

By sTeve cHaRinG
Lynne Bowman, a resident of Ohio, was 
selected as interim executive director for 
Equality Maryland following the departure 
of Morgan Meneses-Sheets. Her appoint-
ment, effective May 2, 2011, is limited to four 
months pending the selection of a perma-
nent executive director. She has agreed to 
assist in the search.

According to Equality Maryland’s of-
ficial statement upon her selection, “Ms. 
Bowman is a seasoned professional with 
22 years of organizational leadership expe-
rience in the non-profit, for-profit, and gov-
ernment sectors.  Ms. Bowman has served 

Lynne 
Bowman

stephanie 
Rawlings-
Blake

An interview with Equality Maryland’s interim executive director
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Washington Capitals fans are 
in the all-too familiar posi-
tion of witnessing our beloved 
team being eliminated from the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. But unex-
pected news during this playoff 
season has diverted our atten-
tion away from the disappoint-
ment with the Caps to the quest 
for marriage equality, particu-
larly in New York State.

Sean Avery, a left wing 
(hockey position) in his fifth 
season with the New York 
Rangers has come out for mar-
riage equality. Avery, a straight, 
fashion-conscious 31 year-
old, has partnered with the Human Rights 
Campaign to appear in a video for its “New 
Yorkers for Marriage Equality” campaign. It 
can be viewed at www.hrc.org/NY4marriage. 

“Sean Avery knows what it means to be a 
leader – on and off the ice,” said HRC Senior 
New York Strategist Brian Ellner. “As the first 
professional athlete in the state to publically 
support marriage equality, his voice is sure 
to resonate. Like a majority of New Yorkers, 
he believes in the freedom of all loving, com-
mitted couples to marry.”

Sean Avery, however, is one of the 
most reviled players in the National Hockey 
League by his peers. He is known as an agi-
tator on the ice whose primary mission is to 
get under the skin of the opponents. Avery 
has made some off-color comments that net-
ted him a lengthy suspension, and he has 
twice led the league in penalty minutes. Fans 
of other teams despise him even more. 

So when a bespectacled Avery, a 
Canadian, states in the 30-second video, “I 
treat everyone the way I expect to be treated, 
and that applies to marriage,” eyebrows were 
raised. Cynics could rightfully ask, “What 
does he have to lose? He’s hated anyway.” In 
the video Avery adds, “Committed couples 
should be able to marry the person they love. 
Join me in supporting marriage equality.”

In a phone interview with the New York 
Times, Avery explained, “The places I’ve 
played and lived the longest have been in 
West Hollywood, Calif., when I played for 
the Los Angeles Kings, and when I moved to 
New York, I lived in Chelsea for the first four 
years. I certainly have been surrounded by 
the gay community. And living in New York 
and when you live in L.A., you certainly have 
a lot of gay friends.”

Sure, it would be great if some iconic, 
transcendent figure in the world of profes-
sional sports could be a spokesperson for 
LGBT equality rather than one with a neg-

ative image. Wayne Gretzky, 
Michael Jordan, Emmett 
Smith and Cal Ripken, Jr. 
– widely popular figures – 
would have more influence, 
to be sure, as they are he-
roes and role models. But we 
must take what we can get in 
this macho-obsessed, tes-
tosterone-laden industry, and 
Sean Avery should receive 
applause for this courageous 
step. [Note that Baltimore 
Ravens’ Brendan Ayanbadejo 
spoke out for marriage equal-
ity in the Huffington Post 
and is working with Equality 

Maryland to advance the cause.]
But in this case, it was the message (mar-

riage equality) that resonated and not nec-
essarily the messenger (Avery). When Todd 
Reynolds, vice-president of Uptown Hockey, 
a management group (agent), tweeted that 
he was “very sad to read Sean Avery’s mis-
guided support of 
same-gender ‘mar-
riage’. legal or not, 
it will always be 
wrong,” hockey fans 
rallied to Avery’s 
defense in droves. 

Reynolds went 
on to clarify in sub-
sequent tweets 
that his comments 
did not reflect ha-
tred, bigotry or in-
tolerance towards 
gays; he just be-
lieves in the sancti-
ty of marriage. The 
controversy contin-
ued, nonetheless. 
Canadian sports 
reporter, Damian 
Goddard, was 
fired for his tweet-
based support of 
Reynolds. 

I’ve always be-
lieved that if a cur-
rent gay male professional athlete were to 
come out, hockey would be the most like-
ly sport. There is a higher percentage of 
Europeans and Canadians in the National 
Hockey League than any of the other three 
major pro sports leagues in the U.S. As such, 
there would probably be less gay hang-ups 
among players with those backgrounds. 

Then you also have the cities where 
NHL games are played: New York, Montreal, 

Washington, Toronto, Vancouver, Boston, 
Atlanta, South Florida, LA, Chicago, etc. 
– hotbeds for LGBT folks. Public reac-
tion and team management would likely be 
supportive.

I spoke with a former Washington 
Capitals player, who is Canadian, and asked 
him if the NHL would accept an openly gay 
player. He said that “the players would do 
the politically correct thing” at least in public. 
That’s promising.

When Brendan Burke, 21, a former hock-
ey goalie and student manager of the Miami 
(Ohio) University ice hockey team and son 
of the NHL’s Toronto Maple Leafs gener-
al manager Brian Burke came out as gay in 
November 2009, there was also a flood of in-
ternational support by news outlets and fans. 
Brendan advocated tolerance and spoke out 
against homophobia in professional sports. 

His father, who was also the GM for 
the U.S. Olympic men’s hockey team in 
Vancouver, issued a statement: “I had a mil-
lion good reasons to love and admire Brendan. 

This news didn’t alter 
any of them… There 
are gay men in pro-
fessional hockey. 
We would be fools to 
think otherwise. And 
it’s sad that they feel 
the need to conceal 
this. I understand 
why they do so, how-
ever… Since he wish-
es to blaze this trail, 
I stand beside him 
with an axe! I simply 
could not be more 
proud of Brendan 
than I am, and I love 
him as much as I ad-
mire him.” Tragically, 
young Brendan 
Burke was killed in 
a car accident two 
months later. 

Brendan and 
Brian Burke, Sean 
Avery, Brendan 
Ayanbadejo (and 

most recently Donte Stallworth of the Ravens), 
the NBA’s Grant Hill, Jared Dudley, and for-
mer NBA star Charles Barkley and others de-
serve a standing ‘O’ for what they have done 
for gay rights. And other allies like former U. 
of Maryland wrestler Hudson Taylor, whose or-
ganization Athlete Ally (www.athleteally.com) 
is challenging homophobia in sports, will help 
make gay athletes more likely to come out and 
advance equality in the process. t 

sean 
avery
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nation. My goal is to put systems in place and 
create a solid foundation for the organization 
so that when the organization encounters 
turnover in the future it will not be derailed. 

BOL: some folks have advocated 
partnering with labor unions to get more 
boots on the ground and provide needed 
resources. How do you feel about that?

LB: I think we need to partner with any-
one who wants to see LGBT Equality in 
Maryland whether that’s labor unions, 
churches, or other community organizations 
that can help bridge conversations and cre-
ate understanding. The LGBT community in 
Maryland cannot do this alone – we will not 
be successful if we remain insular. The more 
people actively engaged and involved with 
bringing equality to Maryland, the better.

BOL: What about national partners – 
HRc, Gill action, etc. – is there a role for 
them in local legislative matters and if so, 
what?

LB: Whether a state organization wants 
national organizations like HRC or The Task 
Force involved or not, they will be. National 
organizations have a nationwide priority to 
see local and statewide legislation pass. 
Not only so more people are protected, but 
because it makes it more likely that feder-

neWs // LOCAL 

Park Heights Community, the building in-
cludes 40 efficiency units with full kitchens 
and 3 one-bedroom units. In addition, the 
building will also house a large communi-
ty/recreation room, a library and computer 
room, offices for management and service 
providers/counselors as well as a resident 
manager’s unit.

The project is the culmination of years of 
collaborative work by the Baltimore Homeless 
Youth Initiative, a coalition of more than 15 
organizations and governmental agencies 
formed to develop a continuum of housing 
and services for homeless youth. The fund-
ing for the development and construction of 
the renovated building comes from various 
sources including the Maryland Department 
of Housing and Community Development, 
the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City, 
the Maryland General Assembly as well as 
grants from local foundations such as the 
Abell Foundation and Enterprise Community 
Partners.

“It is heartwarming and exciting to see 
this long awaited project come to fruition,” 
said F.T. Burden. “Through the hard work and 
dedication of all of our partners, staff and vol-
unteers, it has become a dream come true.” 

Restoration Gardens is a result of a 
unique partnership between AIRS/EHM, 
Homes for America, Baltimore Homeless 
Youth Initiative, the Baltimore Workforce 
Investment Board Youth Council, Baltimore 
Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Foundation. Programmatically, the project:

· Provides new units of safe and afford-
able housing, so that young adults can have 
a stable address from which to begin their 
adult lives, develop goals and aspirations.

· Promotes self-sufficiency and person-
al accountability through life skills education 
and successful maintenance of financial and 
household obligations.

· Forges relationships with Park Heights 
service providers to provide enriched servic-
es to Restoration Garden residents such as 
workforce development, employment, public 
safety, child care, education and healthcare 
services. 

· Encourages residents to integrate them-
selves into the larger Park Heights communi-
ty through use of its parks, libraries, neigh-
borhood associations and businesses. 

· Provides an enriched environment that 
promotes the achievement of education and 
income growth that can eventually lead to in-

GRanD OPeninG fOR 
ResTORaTiOn GaRDens
– continued from front page

opinions and perspective in order to help 
us move forward. That’s why we’re hosting 
Listening Tours throughout the state over the 
coming weeks. People can find more infor-
mation on our listening tours at http://bit.ly/
EQMDLT

BOL: Have you met with or do you 
plan to meet with the LGBT caucus in the 
legislature, and if so, what advice did you 
receive?

LB: I’ve had two conference calls with the 
caucus since I joined the Equality Maryland 
team. I’m also making it a priority to meet 
with each individual caucus member one-
on-one to gain even more perspective as we 
plan for the future of the organization and the 
future of passing pro-equality legislation in 
Maryland. The best insight I’ve received from 
the caucus members is that as a communi-
ty we have to increase the membership and 
diversify the coalition as we focus on pass-
ing marriage and gender identity legislation.

BOL: One of your primary tasks 
when you were asked to take the helm 
at equality Maryland, albeit temporarily, 
was to stabilize the organization. equality 
Maryland has experienced three differ-
ent executive directors over three years 
and considerable turnover on the Board. 
What can you do to stabilize equality 
Maryland in such a short time?

LB: Turnover in leadership at statewide 
LGBT nonprofits similar to Equality Maryland 
is common and a challenge faced across the 

inTeRvieW WiTH equaLiTy 
MD’s execuTive DiRecTOR

– continued from front page

dependent housing, strong families and en-
gaged citizens 

The project development team include: 
Co- nonprofit developers Empire Homes of 
Maryland and Homes for America; architect 
Cho, Benn, Holback & Associates, Inc. and 
general contractor is Linden Contracting, Inc.

Empire Homes of Maryland (EHM) is 
a 501C-3 non-profit Community Housing 
Development Organization (CHDO) whose 
mission is to develop, manage and maintain 
affordable residential properties for low in-
come and /or people with disabilities. EHM 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of AIRS found-
ed in 1987 to provide vital support services to 
homeless and disables individuals and fam-
ilies throughout Baltimore City and County. 
For more information, please log onto www.
airshome.org. t

See more photos of the event on page 12 
and on www.baltimoreoutloud.com.

al legislation will pass. Our role as Equality 
Maryland is to take the lead in building effec-
tive partnerships with national organizations 
so that we are all moving forward in the same 
direction together. 

BOL: The transgender community is 
bitterly divided over the actions taken 
by equality Maryland this past session. 
What can you do to help repair some of 
the ill will?

LB: People are rightfully hurt and upset 
that Maryland still doesn’t offer protection 
against discrimination on the basis gender 
identity and expression. Our role is to involve 
as many people as possible as we move the 
legislation forward in the future in order to 
make passage more likely. 

BOL: some have suggested there is 
insufficient african-american represen-
tation at equality Maryland, which im-
pedes progress with african-americans 
and especially the faith community. What 
is your response?

LB: Any coalition effort should always 
strive to be more diverse regardless of how 
diverse it may already be. The more voices 
at the table with more perspectives only in-
creases our ability to better meet the needs 

—continued on page 14
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On May 16, the 
Baltimore County 
grand jury indicted 
Teonna Brown, 18, 
on 5 charges includ-
ing a hate crime for 
the beating of Chrissy 
Lee Polis, a trans-
gender woman, at a 
McDonald’s restau-
rant in Rosedale, MD 
on April 18. Polis was 
beaten, kicked and 
dragged by the hair by 
Brown and a 14-year-
old female juvenile 
for several minutes 
and was captured on video which had been 
viewed by millions over the Internet. The em-
ployee who recorded the attack on video 
was subsequently fired.

Brown was charged with one count of 
first-degree assault, three counts of sec-
ond-degree assault., and a hate crime in-
dictment was handed up as well. The ju-
venile was charged in Juvenile Court for 
the same charges. In addition, Brown 
was charged with second-degree assault 
charges regarding Vicki Thoms, who at-
tempted to intervene during the attack.

In a statement released to Baltimore 
OUTloud, Lynne Bowman, Interim 
Executive Director of Equality Maryland 
said, “Today, the State’s Attorney for 
Baltimore County came to the only pos-
sible conclusion in deciding to try the as-
sault on Chrissy Lee Polis as a hate crime. 
As the video shows, the violent attack was 
directly related to the fact that Ms. Polis is 
a transgender woman. Lack of understand-
ing or fear about someone who is trans-
gender is never an excuse for violence and 
when it occurs, it should be prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law.”

“Through our Transgender Education 
Project, Equality Maryland will continue to 
work to educate people in Maryland about 
issues related to gender identity and the 
challenges transgender people face just 
trying to go about their daily lives. We 
will also continue our push in Annapolis 
to see gender identity protections add-
ed to Maryland’s existing anti-discrimina-
tion laws. Maryland has always been on 
the forefront of social justice issues. It’s 
time that our Assembly make a clear state-
ment that discrimination against someone 
based on their gender identity is wrong 

** **
BOY’S
NIGHT
OUT!!!

WHERE: THE BACKDOOR LOUNGE@
5801 PULASKI HWY, BALTIMORE, MD. 21205

WHAT: BALTIMORE’S ONLY GAY MALE REVUE
WHEN:  THURSDAY NIGHTS. DOORS OPEN @ 8PM 

SHOW STARTS @ 9PM
PRIVATE PARKING, PRIVATE REAR  ENTRANCE VIA THE RED CARPET,  
IN THE BACK OF THE GOLD CLUB ADULT ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

PRIVATE PARTY, UPSCALE NIGHTCLUB/LOUNGE SETTING FIT FOR A 
KING, (AND ALL THE KING’S MEN). 

DRINK SPECIALS, FULL FOOD MENU, & GOOD TIMES!!!

WHY:  LET THE BOYS ... 
BE BOYS!!!

FOR INFO: 410 483 3356
ENTERTAINER INFO:
443 992 9524

FREE ADMISSION WITH AD UNTIL 7/7/2011

and will no lon-
ger be tolerated 
in this state.”

Both attack-
ers are currently 
detained.

On May 17, 
Gov. Martin 
O’Malley said that 
he would work 
with state law-
makers to “pro-
vide even great-
er protections” for 
transgender peo-
ple in the after-
math of the beat-

ing. Gender Rights Maryland, a new civil 
rights organization that focuses on gender 
identity and expression in Maryland, wel-
comed the actions of Baltimore County 
State’s Attorney Scott D. Shellenberger 
and lauded the governor’s statement. They 
also called on the governor to appoint a 
commission to study gender identity dis-
crimination in Maryland. t

attacker indicted in McDonald’s Beating
Teonna 
Brown

On September 13, Vote Odette 
Ramos for City Council, 12th District

Odette is experienced and ready to:
-  Ensure safe streets, spaces, and 

neighborhoods
-  Move city government to work 

efficiently and effectively.
- Solve problems in neighborhoods
- Invest in our youth 

Leadership, Integrity, No Excuses.

“Odette’s track record 
speaks for itself. She is 
ready to lead and serve in 
the 12th District”  
- Delegate Maggie McIntosh

www.odetteramos.com
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Funding supports stable housing for in-
dividuals and families at extreme risk for 
homelessness

On April 26, the 
U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development an-
nounced that more 
than a thousand ex-
tremely low-income 
persons living with HIV/AIDS will continue 
to receive permanent housing as a result 
of $23 million in grants nationwide. During 
each of the next three years, this HUD fund-
ing will help provide permanent supportive 
housing for 1,015 households so they can 
manage their illnesses while receiving criti-
cally needed support services. 

The funding announced today is offered 
through HUD’s Housing Opportunities for 
Persons with AIDS Program (HOPWA) and 
will renew HUD’s support of 22 local pro-
grams in 18 states. 

“These grants are a vital source of sup-
port to the local programs that are on the 
ground working to keep families healthy,” said 
HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan. “Knowing 
that you have a place to call home can make 
all the difference to the wellbeing of families 
living with HIV/AIDS, many of whom have 
been on the brink of homelessness.”

These projects have estimated that 
about 40 percent of the households to be 
assisted will involve persons who have been 
homeless. The grants announced today 
also support the Obama Administration’s 
new strategic plan to prevent and end 
homelessness, an unprecedented initiative 
announced last June at the White House. 
In February 2011, HUD released its plan 
to guide the agency’s actions under the 
National HIV/AIDS Strategy. As the nation’s 
housing agency, HUD will contribute a va-
riety of housing resources to promote bet-
ter integration of housing interventions into 
comprehensive HIV care systems.

Housing assistance and related servic-
es funded by HOPWA are an essential part 
of the comprehensive system of care for 
low-income persons living with HIV/AIDS. 
A stable home environment is also vital for 
these households in allowing them to ac-
cess consistent medical care and maintain 
their health. Furthermore, secure housing 
can be a platform for improved quality of life. 

Ninety percent of HOPWA funds are 
distributed by formula to cities and states 
based on the number of AIDS cases report-
ed to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. HUD’s formula grants are man-
aged by 124 local and state jurisdictions, 
which coordinate AIDS housing efforts with 
other HUD and community resources. HUD 
is making available a record $334 million in 
HOPWA funds this year to help communi-
ties provide housing for this special needs 
population. Overall, these resources assist 
60,669 households annually to promote sta-
ble housing and reduced risks of homeless-
ness for those living with HIV and other chal-
lenges. t

HuD awards $23M for aiDs Housing

The AIDS Interfaith Residential Services, 
Inc. (AIRS) is awarded a HOPWA perma-
nent supportive housing renewal grant 
of $1,339,000 to continue its permanent 
housing program in the City of Baltimore 
targeted to serve low-income, limited 
English proficiency, underserved popula-
tions living with HIV/AIDS. The program 
will provide tenant-based rental assis-
tance to 20 households annually, in ad-
dition to a range of supportive services, 
including bi-lingual case management, 
medical liaison, housing readiness train-
ing, and access to educational opportu-
nities, employment counseling, and job 
training. Referrals come through com-
munity partnerships with local public and 
private health care organizations and in-
stitutions. AIRS has successfully placed 
75% of the program participants with full 
or part-time employment.

The City of Baltimore’s Office of 
Human Services is awarded a HOPWA 
permanent supportive housing renew-
al grant of $1,424,500 to continue oper-
ating its “At the Door Project.” This pro-
gram increases self-determination of 
post-incarcerated individuals by provid-
ing housing referrals and supportive ser-
vices to transition ex-offenders who are 
homeless into successful community re-
entry. The program provides rental as-
sistance, counseling, case management, 
substance abuse treatment, mentoring, 
and job training to 35 households annu-
ally. The program has successfully en-
abled 72% of its participants to continue 
accessing substance abuse treatment, 
counseling, and case management nec-
essary to sustain housing stability. t

Over $2.7 Million 
Awarded Locally
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AZ activist protests 
Chick-fil-A’s 
support of anti-gay 
groups

Phoenix, aZ – Diners at a local Chick-
fil-A got a floorshow while they munched 
their sandwiches when about 25 activists 

staged a flash 
mob to protest 
the restau-
rant’s support 
of anti-gay or-
ganizat ions. 
Human and 
Equal Rights 

Organizers (H.E.R.O.) organized its first flash 
mob on May 6 at the restaurant on Tatum 
Boulevard and Cactus Road in Paradise 
Valley.

Dancers lined up parallel to the order-
ing counter and did a routine to the music of 
Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way,” but with the 
lyrics rewritten by H.E.R.O. member Jason 
Hoppe. In the new lyric, Hoppe rhymed “I 
was born this way” to “Chick-fil-A, stop being 
anti-gay.” The group featured a drag queen 
made up as Lady Gaga and two members of 
the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. A boom 
box provided the music for about four min-
utes as the protest stopped business for the 
stunned restaurant workers. Dancers also 
moved through the restaurant, which was 
hosting a pre-Mother’s Day mother-son date 
night. Near the end of their routine, protes-
tors sang along with the music and held 
signs before a restaurant manager turned off 
the music, told the protesters to leave and 
threatened to call the police

H.E.R.O. timed the event as part of a na-
tional protest against the restaurant chain’s 
support of an anti-gay conference, according 
to Meg Sneed, H.E.R.O.’s co-director. The 
group had practiced choreography during a 
couple of rehearsals. A video of the event is 
to be posted on YouTube. (Echo Magazine at 
echomag.com)

Lesbian appointed 
to Massachusetts 
high court

Boston, Ma – Barbara A. Lenk, an as-
sociate justice of the state Appeals Court, 
has been confirmed to the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court. She is the state’s 
first openly gay judge on the SJC. Lenk 

was nominated for the seat by Governor 
Deval Patrick on April 4, and the Governor’s 
Council voted to confirm her appointment on 
Wednesday, May 4. 
The nomination ini-
tially drew conserva-
tive criticism, and the 
Boston Globe report-
ed that the “conten-
tious” confirmation 
hearing lasted more 
than seven hours.

“On this historic day in the 
Commonwealth, MassEquality extends 
its heartfelt congratulations to Judge 
Lenk, whose hard work, extraordinary le-
gal experience, and rich background have 
earned her a seat on Massachusetts’ high-
est court and shattered another glass ceil-
ing for the Commonwealth’s LGBT commu-
nity,” said MassEquality Executive Director 
Kara Suffredini, reacting to the news of 
Lenk’s confirmation. Vickie Henry, a senior 
staff attorney at Gay & Lesbian Advocates 
& Defenders (GLAD), said the organiza-
tion is excited about Lenk’s appointment. 
“She’s going to be a great associate justice 
of the Supreme Judicial Court,” Henry told 
Bay Windows, saying that GLAD applauds 
the Governor’s continued commitment to 
building a panel of judges that reflects the 
community. 

Lenk is bringing with her to the bench a 
history of civil litigation and experience with 
First Amendment issues. The Globe reported 
that she holds a doctorate in political philos-
ophy from Yale University and a law degree 
from Harvard Law School. She is married 
to her partner, Debra Krupp. As to what the 
state can expect from the newly confirmed 
judge, Lenk answered: equality. “As a judge, 
my only allegiance is to the rule of law and 
to fair and equal treatment of all who come 
before the court,” she told the Globe. (Bay 
Windows – Hannah clay Wareham at bay-
windows.com)

Eight horses are 
burned to death in 
anti-gay arson

 Mcconnelsville, OH – Eight horses, 
including a foal and a pregnant mare, were 
killed in a fire set as an anti-gay hate crime. 
In addition to a week-old foal in the barn, an-
other mare was likely to give birth any day. 
The Ohio Fire Marshal’s office has ruled that 
the April 24 fire was arson, partly because 
the barn was sprayed with anti-gay graffiti, 

cOMPiLeD By JiM BeckeR

By Rev. MeReDiTH MOise
In our last installment, we talked about 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) bringing its signature conference, 
Creating Change, to the Hilton Baltimore 
from January 25 to January 29, 2012. We 
spoke to Sue Hyde who is the director of this 
national conference on LGBT equality. She 
gives a lively bird’s eye view of what to ex-
pect at the conference and why 
Baltimore will love rolling out 
the red carpet for over 3,000 
people expected to attend the 
oldest and biggest conference 
on LGBT issues in the country.

Baltimore OUTloud: Why 
did the Task force bring-
ing “creating change” to 
Baltimore?

sue Hyde: The City of 
Baltimore and the state of 
Maryland are homes to lively 
and energetic people eager for 
social justice and freedoms for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple. The Task Force has built strong working 
partnerships with Maryland-based LGBT or-
ganizations, beginning in the mid-1980s with 
efforts to legislatively repeal the state’s sod-
omy law that made unconvicted felons any of 
us who engaged in private, adult, consensu-
al sexual relations with a person of the same 
gender. Although the legislative repeal ini-
tiative failed, from that point forward, Task 
Force staff have lived in Maryland, worked 
alongside LGBT activists in Maryland, and 
have been grateful for the many and myri-
ad ways that LGBT Marylanders raised vig-
orous voices on behalf of freedom for all in 
the Free State. 

BOL: How large is the conference?
sH: We anticipate that the 24th National 

Conference on LGBT Equality: Creating 
Change will bring together 3,500 activists, 
organizers, cultural workers, and communi-
ty leaders. Don’t miss it... it’s gonna be boffo 
and big!

BOL: How can Gay Baltimore roll out 
the red carpet for our creating change 
guests?

sH: The Creating Change 2012 Host 
Committee, a group of dozens of committed 
volunteers, is organizing itself right NOW. 
Please attend the Host Committee meet-
ing on Tuesday May 24 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

GLCCB. You will learn about the work of 
the Host Committee to organize locally for 
Creating Change 2012 and how Baltimore 
and Maryland can infuse the event with all 
that is special about your LGBT commu-
nities. For information about the Creating 
Change 2012 Host Committee, please con-
tact creatingchange@thetaskforce.org.

BOL: How can Maryland’s gay and les-
bian community use this 
event to win marriage in 
Maryland?

sH: Marriage equality 
and transgender equal rights 
are on your agenda and both 
are on the agenda of the 
National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. Creating 
Change 2012 presents us 
with unique opportunities to 
advocate for passage of both 
of these important legislative 
goals. We will use the week-
end of the conference to put 

our queer shoulders to the wheel for legisla-
tive victories in Maryland.

BOL: What kind of events can we ex-
pect to see at this conference?

sH: Woo hoo! Glad you asked about 
events. We plan for a splendid House Ball; 
film screenings; receptions and social gath-
erings galore; worship services; a cultural 
event for youth and young people; lots of net-
working places and spaces; and of course, a 
full program of workshops, trainings, plenary 
sessions and caucuses. Five glorious days 
of 3500 glorious queers!

BOL: How can folks in Baltimore and 
across the state get involved in setting 
the stage for creating change?

sH: Baltimoreans and Marylanders can 
be involved in many important ways:

• Join the Host Committee!
• Submit proposals for workshop ses-

sions and caucus sessions.
• Host a guest from out of town in our 

community housing program.
• Volunteer on-site at the conference... 

we need 350 volunteers, y’all!
• Look for the Creating Change 2012 

booth at Baltimore Pride for lots more infor-
mation and join the Creating Change 2012 
marching contingent. Fun for a great cause.

• Visit our web site: www.creatingchange.
org. t

neWs // LOCAL 

sue Hyde to charm city: ‘Get on 
board with creating change, Hon!’
conference director touts 2012 conference in Baltimore

sue Hyde
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including “Burn in hell, fag” and “Fags are 
freaks.” The fire marshal is investigating the 
arson as a hate crime, although Ohio’s “eth-
nic intimidation” law does not cover crimes 
based on the victim’s sexual orientation or 
gender identity. A federal law passed last 
year does, however. 

Brent Whitehouse woke up at 11:30 pm 
and discovered his barn ablaze. He says that 
he tried to get the barn door open to release 
the horses but that it would not budge. The 
fire was so hot that a tractor inside the build-
ing melted. “I couldn’t get the door open. I 

could still hear the horses kicking and I tried 
as hard as I could to get them out and I just 
couldn’t get them out in time,” he told WHIZ 
Channel 18 in Zanesville. The fire took only 
five minutes to completely destroy the barn. 
Some of the sheet metal siding of the out-
side walls remains standing, with the graffi-
ti visible on it.

Whitehouse is an insurance agent in 
McConnelsville, in Morgan County about 120 
miles south of Cleveland, as well as a horse 
trainer and breeder. His house and the large 
barn are just outside of town. He has seen 
a deluge of e-mails and calls offering aid in 
rebuilding and moral support. “What I’m go-
ing to do with money donated is to create a 
fund that will go to injured animals and chil-
dren,” he said. “As far as I’m concerned, chil-
dren and animals are helpless and the most 
innocent things in the world.” “Those hors-
es were like my children,” he noted. “I have 
been in shock by someone wanting to de-
stroy them, but then I’ve had so much sup-
port and help from not just friends and peo-
ple in the community, but from all across 
the country... It just warms my heart.” (Gay 
People’s chronicle – Anthony Glassman ay 
gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Two polls show 
support for same-
sex unions growing

st. Paul, Mn – A new polls says that a 
majority of Minnesota residents oppose add-
ing a same-sex marriage ban to the state 

Constitution. According to the Star Tribune 
Minnesota Poll, 58 percent oppose the 
amendment while 39 favor it – almost a re-
versal of poll results from seven years ago, 
according to the Minnesota Star Tribune. 
“Opposition to the ban generally cuts across 
all ages, though support rises gradually with 
age. Sixty percent of Minnesotans aged 18 to 
34 oppose the idea. A slim majority, 51 per-
cent, of Minnesotans older than 65 oppose 
the constitutional ban,” The Star Tribune 
said.

The Minnesota Senate approved the 
amendment this week; the House is expect-
ed to follow. If it passes, an amendment re-
stricting marriage in Minnesota to a man and 
a woman will be added to the ballot. It will be 
added to the state Constitution if a majority of 
voters approve it.

An unrelated poll released by Public 
Policy Polling (PPP) shows a majority of 
Republicans from all across the country now 
support some form of legal recognition for 
gay couples. This latest research joins four 
previous polls in the past eight months show-
ing an overall majority of Americans in favor 
of marriage equality. The PPP poll, drawing 
from opinions of over 1,000 GOP voters na-
tionwide, was particularly revealing when 
broken out by age and income levels, both of 
which suggest a political and economic cost 
for attacking LGBT families. “The PPP sur-
vey showed that 12% of Republicans polled 
are in favor of full marriage rights, 39% sup-
port civil unions, and only 48% believe there 
should be no legal rights for gay couples. 
(365Gay.com – Jennifer Vanasco)

Pressured Navy 
reverses marriage 
ceremony decision

 Washington, D.c. – On May 11, Chief 
of Navy Chaplains Rear Admiral Mark Tidd 
announced that any consideration of Navy 
chaplains performing same-sex marriag-

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

es would be suspended ‘until further notice 
pending additional legal and policy review 
and inter-Departmental coordination.’ The 
May 11 announcement reversed a previous 
memo from Tidd suggesting that Navy chap-
lains could marry same-sex couples if the 
Navy personnel in question were stationed 
in states that allowed same-sex marriage. 

Tidd wrote on April 13 that repeal of 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ required revision of 
the Navy’s policies and training manual for 
its chaplains, specifically as they related 
to same-sex marriage. According to Tidd’s 
April memo, he submitted the question to the 
Navy’s legal department and ‘legal counsel 
has concluded that generally speaking base 
facility use is sexual orientation neutral.’ ‘If 
the base is in a state where same-sex mar-
riage is legal,’ Tidd concluded, ‘then base fa-
cilities may normally be used to celebrate the 
marriage.’ Tidd went on to say that no chap-
lains would be forced to perform same-sex 
marriages if their religious tradition opposed 
them. 

When the April memo was picked up 
by the media May 9, it immediately sparked 
controversy. House Republicans – who 
have hired a lawyer to defend DOMA and 
are actively considering legislation to re-
verse DADT repeal – reportedly burned up 
the Pentagon’s phone lines with calls to pro-
test Tidd’s memo. ‘This new guidance from 
the Navy clearly violates the law,’ Rep. Todd 
Akin (R-Mo.) chairman of the House Armed 
Services Seapower Subcommittee, said in 
a May 9 statement. . . federal employees, 
like Navy chaplains, should not be used to 
perform marriages that are not recognized 
by federal law.’ (Seattle Gay News – Mike 
Andrew at sgn.org)

Study shows 
trans job bias cost 
Massachusetts 
millions

 Boston, Ma – The state of 
Massachusetts loses more than $5 mil-
lion every year in lost income tax revenue, 
public expenditures, and other expenses 
– all because of anti-transgender employ-
ment discrimination, according to study re-
sults released by The Williams Institute. The 
Institute is a think tank at the UCLA School 
of Law that focuses on lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender public policy issues.

The National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey – which was conducted by the 
National Gay & Lesbian Taskforce and the 
National Center for Transgender Equality 

– revealed that 76 percent of transgender 
respondents living in Massachusetts ex-
perienced harassment, mistreatment, or dis-
crimination in employment. 39 percent re-

ported having been turned down for a job; 20 
percent were fired from current jobs; 17 per-
cent were denied promotions. 

The lost wages, lost health insurance, 
and housing instability that all result from 
losing a job or promotion – or from being un-
der employed – all contribute to a deficit in 
the Commonwealth’s budget. The Institute 
estimated that 6,600 Massachusetts resi-
dents have lost a job, 12,900 were not hired 
for a job, and 5,600 were denied a promo-
tion, all due to due to anti-transgender bias. 
This adds up to a total of more than $5 mil-
lion per year that the Commonwealth is miss-
ing out on.

“For us, [the survey] puts into tangible 
numbers what we’ve anecdotally known, 
which is that transgender people often lose 
income,” Gunner Scott, executive director 
of the Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition (MTPC), told Bay Windows. “I’ve 
always felt that that must have an effect on 
state services, because we are often refer-
ring people for the state health insurance, 
and other types of resources, because 
they’re losing their jobs, and then sometimes 
housing. They’re going to have to reach out 
to those kinds of services. There’s really no 
reason – if someone is qualified and has the 
experience – not to keep their job or to be 
hired for a job.” t (Bay Windows – Hannah 
clay Wareham at baywindows.com) 
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Many of you who followed my column prior 
to the recent legislative session did not know 
I was transgender, much less a transgender 
activist. Circumstances surrounding the now 
defeated Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination 
Bill (HB235) compelled me to write about it 
because it was being wrongly reported in 
much of the LGBT press. In the mainstream 
press it was not being reported at all.

A few loose ends remain to be discussed.
During the previous session of the legisla-

ture the primary division between factions in 
the transgender community was the inclusion 
of public accommodations in the bill. That divi-
sion disappeared after the public outcry over 
the attack on transwoman Chrissy Polis at the 
Rosedale McDonald’s last month.

The bill’s key sponsor, Delegate Pena-
Melnyk, changed her stance since February 

when she told national trans-activist and 
blogger Kelli Anne Busey that she would pull 
her support from the bill if transgender ac-
tivists who wanted a stronger bill testified 
against it. On May 25, the media-sensitive 
day of the Rally for Chrissie Polis, she had 
changed her words to: I challenge each of the 
Senators who voted to recommit HB235 on 
sine die to serve as primary sponsors of a 
stronger version of HB235 in the 2012 legis-
lative session. Now all parties seem to be on 
board for a bill that includes public accom-
modations. But there are still areas where the 
transgender community is divided.

One group believes that those with a medi-
cal condition and being treated under the World 
Professional Association for Transgender 
Health (WPATH) standards of care should be 
entitled to different legal protections than those 
who do not have such a diagnosis or seek such 
treatment. They believe that by educating leg-
islators about the medical issues around tran-
sexuality they will alleviate fears of predatory 
men in the ladies restroom. 

Others believe that gender expression 
alone, if not congruent with one’s birth sex, 
should be reason enough for legal protections. 
They say that cross-dressers and masculine 
appearing women should be protected under 
the law. Local activist Robyn Webb suggests 
the direction this lack of unity will take when 

Loose Ends

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

she says as long as you identify as trans any-
thing, you’ll end up in the same concentration 
camps as the Cher impersonators, like it or not. 

Even with those divisions the community 
can still lobby with a unified front regarding 
those issues on which all agree. They can 
begin by talking to lawmakers about unem-
ployment, HIV because of survival sex, and 
homelessness. These are things that plague 
our community but also impact the entire so-
ciety. Passing a future anti-discrimination bill 
will help people find jobs, lower crime, make 
a healthier community, and reduce poverty.

A healthier community is a plus for peo-
ple on all sides of the issue.

Meanwhile meetings of the Transgender 
Workgroup sponsored by Equality Maryland 
were restarted after a two month hiatus on 
May 4. Unlike prior meetings two opinions 
emerged as almost unanimous that in prior 
meetings had been a source of friction. The 
first was an agreement that people of color, 
especially African American people, are a 
significant portion of the transgender popu-
lation and that their voices must be heard. 
The second was that public accommoda-
tions protections must be included in future 
gender identity anti-discrimination bills.

Owen Smith, a Field Organizer for EQMD, 
pointed out that trans-masculine voices must 
also play a larger role in future conversations 

and strategy. He said that we must aim for great-
er solidarity and focus through linking of groups. 
Reverend Meredith Moise voiced a similar con-
cern that despite differences of approach our 
public conversation must show unity. 

Robyn Webb pointed out that she had 
heard a lot of name calling from within our 
community, particularly directed at Senate 
President Mike Miller, that was counterpro-
ductive in securing the Senator’s help in the 
future. While it was true that both he and 
Senator Frosh worked to kill the recent bill. it 
was also clear that there was pressure from 
within the transgender community to do so. 

Baltimore activist Sandy Rawls insisted 
that the transgender community will decide di-
rection and strategy in future legislation. She 
also pointed out the lack of African American 
involvement with EQMD. Ms. Rawls’ organi-
zation, Trans-United, works with urban trans-
woman in helping them to rebuild their lives 
with basic assistance such as obtaining a 
GED, entitlements, and health care.

Going forward, the transgender commu-
nity faces concerns in Baltimore for transi-
tional housing and better documentation of 
HIV data. In Prince George’s County there 
are concerns about the profiling of trans-
woman being identified as sex workers 
based on their gender identity. I’ll bring you 
news of these issues in coming weeks. t
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For The convenience of the Government: 
A Memoir of a Veteran Discharged from the 
United States Navy for being Gay is already 
caused a stir prior to its official release date, 
May 26, 2011 (Memorial Day Weekend). In 
this book, the former Petty Officer Phillip 
Zimmerman shares his memories, chal-
lenges and experiences while serving in 
the United States Navy as an Arabic/Farsi 
Crypto-linguist during the Ronald Reagan 
era. In spite of being recognized as an out-
standing linguist who was described as “re-
cruiting poster sharp” and “a great asset,” he 
was discharged from the Navy as a result 
of a trusted colleague turning him in to the 
Naval Investigative Service (Now known as 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service) for 
being gay. But, it seemed that this colleague 
had secrets of his own...

Nearly 25 years have passed since 

Zimmerman, who lived in Baltimore for a 
while, was discharged from the Navy. The 
author believes, in light of recent historic 
events concerning the repeal of DADT ban 
and revelations about the past com-
ing to light, that it is now time to share 
his story. From his point of view, far 
too many lesbian/gay/bisexual vet-
erans who honorably served this 
nation and were discharged before 
DADT (prior to 1993) have seeming-
ly been forgotten as casualties of a 
time gone by. 

Through the narrative of this book, the 
author offers a glimpse into the United States 
Navy of the 1980’s and shares very private 
moments of his life, both joyful and tragic, il-
lustrating the effects and terrible price of liv-
ing a “double” life in order to protect his ca-
reer. It is very likely that readers may “see 

BeTWeen THe cOveRs

A Voice of the Pre-DADT Era Set to Launch a Revealing Memoir

Male Revue Opens in Baltimore
For those who miss the go-go boys at the fa-
bled Club Atlantis and the Spectrum, you can 
now enjoy an exciting male revue at the new-
ly opened Backdoor Lounge. The upscale bar 
and entertainment venue is located behind 
The Gentleman’s Gold Club on 5801 Pulaski 
Highway, just east of where Erdman Avenue 
intersects with Pulaski. There is plenty of free 
parking in the well-lit lot be-
hind the building, and it is 
safe to walk from your car to 
the red carpet at the club’s 
entrance.

The front of the build-
ing is devoted to men who 
enjoy female exotic danc-
ers. A separate entrance 
in the rear, the Backdoor 
Lounge, is where the boys 
are. The male revue occurs 
on Thursday nights only, 
and the doors open at 8:00 p.m. Shows be-
gin around 9:00 p.m.

The Backdoor Lounge boasts many 
features that are welcoming to customers. 
A long beautifully constructed bar along a 
wall, spotless restrooms, and a ring of com-
fortable lounge chairs that face an elevated 
stage catch your eye. 

The dancers catch your eye, as well. 
Hunky and hot, they gyrate on the stage that 
features several poles and rails for the per-
formers to demonstrate their athleticism. 
They work for tips, of course, as currency 

is tossed onto the stage by the customers. 
But the dancers will also make personal vis-
its once their set is completed to “meet and 
greet” the customers. 

In addition, there is a “shower show” 
whereby individual performers enter a glass 
enclosed shower stall at the upper level 
wearing what one expects to wear in a show-

er. Otherwise, on the main 
stage, the dancers strip 
to their tighty-whities or 
some variation, but they 
do not go further.

“We want people to 
come out here and enjoy 
themselves,” said David, an 
employee of the Backdoor 
Lounge. Tim, who manag-
es the Backdoor Lounge 
on Thursday nights, is the 
up-tempo emcee for the 

performances. He, too, will dance on stage. 
Also on hand are two of Baltimore’s fa-

vorite drag performers, Anita Minett and Ada 
Buffet who serve cocktails and will offer oc-
casional performances as part of the show.

One customer remarked how this bar 
will fill the void left by the closing of the 
Atlantis and Spectrum. “Now all we need is 
Alexander!”

For general information, you may call 
410-483-3356. t

More photos of are available on page 29 
and also at www.baltimoreoutloud.com.

Dancers J. Paul (l) and Jack (r) 
check out Jackson’s biceps

themselves” in some of the experiences that 
are shared in the book. 

In the final analysis, this is a human sto-
ry. A story about a young man who learned, 

too late, that he served at the con-
venience of the government and that 
sometimes, those whom we consider 
to be friends have their own agenda.

A brief synopsis of the book: 
Serving in the United States 

Navy during the 1980s, a golden op-
portunity became a dark nightmare 
for Petty Officer Phillip Zimmerman. 

This is the memoir of a decorated veteran 
who was discharged from military service 
because of his sexual orientation and the 
discriminatory policies of the United States 
Government. Memories, fears and experi-
ences, from a painfully lonely life as a teen-
ager in Philadelphia to his meteoric rise 
as one of the most competent and capa-
ble Arabic and Farsi Crypto-Linguists in the 
Naval Security Group and the destructive 
end of a promising career at the hands of a 
trusted colleague.

Based upon the number of requests for 

pre-order of the book, For the convenience 
of the Government should quickly prove to be 
a best seller. The book will initially be avail-
able in both soft cover and hard print copy 
and electronic version, with an audio version 
to be released in August, 2011. 

“After many years of thinking about writ-
ing a memoir of my experiences during the 
time that I served in the Navy, I was given 
the inspiration to finally sit down and com-
mit to paper the events that ended my Navy 
career and affected the course of my life,” 
Zimmerman told Baltimore OUTloud. “That 
inspiration came in the form of comments 
from the individual who turned me in to the 
Naval Investigative Service and the indiffer-
ence of a woman who felt that I ‘deserved’ 
what happened to me as I was gay. Together, 
these two things were the dynamite and the 
fuse that led to the writing of this book!” 

Keep track of the book’s progress via www.
facebook.com/4.the.Convenience. Also fol-
low the book on Twitter@4TCOTG and www.
fortheconvenienceofthegovernment.com. 
Importantly: the book is currently in the devel-
opmental stage to be a motion picture. t
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By MaRk PaTRO
Thirty-three years ago when I started my 
current occupation I made an office com-
plaint to our supervisor. It was tedious-
ly small complaint, so small in fact I do not 
recall now what it was. I do, however, recall 
his rather abrupt response: “If you don’t like 
it you’ll leave.” I endured that situation for 
about five years and then I did leave. And, 
I’m happy I did.

I think about this premise again when 
thinking about my church. 

I’m sure many others have already acted 
upon their thoughts. My leaving the Catholic 
Church did eventually happen because it was 
obvious that the Church’s stance on many 
things like the ordination or women, the mar-
rying of priests and the celebration of same-
sex marriage would likely never change. I felt 
as if the church community was my faith fam-
ily. And in many ways it was. My sisters’ re-
lationships were celebrated and I was going 
to hell for mine. The church has, as a former 
nun once told me, the propensity to draw a 
line down the middle of the page and define 
things simply as beatitude or sin.

While evaluating the repetitive negativity 
that comes out of the Vatican I realized that I 
do want to go to church. 

I just didn’t want to listen to the constant 
suppression of my gay friends. The hierar-
chy was making me uncomfortable and I did 
not have to listen to it if I do not want to. I ar-
rived at the self-affirming realization long ago 
that both God and I are OK with my sexual 
orientation. 

My personal struggle was with the 
question, “How many more gay people 
does God have to create before the Church 
accepts the fact that He wants gay people 
in this world?” 

Consequently my next step was to look 
for another church, a church that allows its 
congregation to participate in the administra-
tion of the church. 

This would never be likely within the 
Catholic Church, so I left. 

This decision was not to disparage the 
Catholic Church nor to uplift the Methodist 
church which I then joined. In fact I now be-
long to two churches; the other is a Unitarian 
Universalist church. I am drawn to both of 
them for different reasons. 

This essay, however, is not about where 
I landed.

Some make the choice to stay and work 
within the system, others leave for a better 
option and still others just leave the church 

all together. 
As it turned out I decided to work in the 

church to tell the truth of LGBT Christians. 
We who want to stay understand that the 
Church is likely the last place that will ac-
cept us. 

Many churches and some denomi-
nations have already made progressive 
change. 

The Presbyterian denomination, in May 
2011, voted to ordain LGBT ministers. They 
now join the Unitarian Universalists, the 
Church of Christ, the Episcopalians and one 
of the Lutheran groups. 

As the Christian world becomes more 
accepting more pressure will be applied 
to Catholics and Methodists to open their 
theology as the others have. I suspect the 
Catholic Church will be the last. 

This bothers me for one major reason. 
According to a recent poll the members who 
people the Catholic Church support mar-
riage equality by a slim margin. The people 
make the church, not the hierarchy. 

An old slogan from the early AIDS activ-
ist days, “Silence=Death” can be modified 
here to “Silence=Defeat”. We must speak 
up; we must ask our straight friends and fam-
ily to join us as allies in this effort. 

As more Christians support our civil 
rights, more churches will work to suppress 
the negativity in state and national capitols. 
Marriage equality bills will come back until 
they pass. 

Working to change the church is benefi-
cial to all of us. But, religious justice can only 
be gained if religious individuals do the in-
side work. t

Mark Patro is President of PFlAG-
Baltimore county.

THinkinG OuT LOuD 

Change it or Leave it

On May 14-15, the ninth annual Ride for the 
Feast took place. It encompassed a 140-
mile bike ride from Ocean City, Maryland to 
Baltimore City. All proceeds from the ride 
directly benefited 
Moveable Feast. 

M o v e a b l e 
Feast is the sole 
provider of free 
nutritional meal 
programs and 
transportation for 
people living with 
HIV/AIDS or breast 
cancer and oth-
er life-threaten-
ing conditions in 
Baltimore City, the 
surrounding coun-
ties and the eastern shore of Maryland. 

There were 190 riders registered. For the 
2010 Ride, there were 150 riders who partic-
ipated – an increase of 40 riders. Each rider 
has pledged to raise a minimum of $1,300. 
Riders range in age from 12 years old up to 

60 years old, each with their 
own reason for participating. 
Many have lost friends or 
family to HIV/AIDS or breast 
cancer. Several riders are 
HIV positive. 

Again this year, The Ride 
was particularly important to 
Moveable Feast because of 
the difficult economic chal-
lenges which continue to 
face the community and 
nonprofit organizations. Ride 
for the Feast is Moveable 
Feast’s largest fundraiser. 

“I am impressed with the level of dedi-
cation and commitment of our riders, and 
the volunteers who provide behind-the-
scene support for this event,” said Executive 
Director Tom Bonderenko. “Fundraising ef-
forts and the 140 mile ride requires tremen-

dous effort, and 
the riders nev-
er waiver on their 
commitment to 
raise money for 
people who they 
will never know. 
It is because of 
these riders, and 
the generosity of 
the people who 
sponsor them, and 
the support we re-
ceive from the cor-
porate community, 

that we are able to provide 740,000 meals to 
more than 2,000 people each year who re-
ceive services from Moveable Feast.” 

Ride for the Feast is produced entirely 
in-house by Moveable Feast. All expenses 
of the event are underwritten by corporate, 

foundation and individu-
al donors so every dollar 
raised by the riders will go 
directly to the services of 
Moveable Feast.

For more information 
about Moveable Feast, vis-
it www.mfeast.org. t

The photos by Bruce 
Garrett were taken at the 
American Visionary Arts 
Museum on Key Highway 
where the riders finished 
on May 15. More are avail-
able at www.baltimoreout-
loud.com. 

neWs // LOCAL 

Ride for the Feast 
a Success

photos: Bruce Garrett

As the Christian 
world becomes more 
Accepting, more 
pressure will be 
applied to Catholics 
and Methodists to open 
their theology as the 
others have. I suspect 
the Catholic Church 
will be the last. 
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By MaRk seGaL
The king of LGBT media is your local LGBT 
publication. Just like the one you’re reading 
right now. That might come as a surprise to 
those who think that websites are where all 
the traffic is. This is not, by any means, a 
negative statement on LGBT blogs. They are 
fun, informative and some provide a good 
service.

But here are the facts, and this is where 
reality hits the road. Most of the blogs, like lo-
cal LGBT newspapers, were started with a 
purpose – some political, some fun and some 
to further a viewpoint. But few were started 
with actual journalists or writing profession-
als, and fewer with media business savvy.

They operate with very little expenses 
and very few employees. You would think 
that with low overhead and few salaries to 
pay, they’d make enough money to survive 
and thrive. But many of them keep their ma-
terial fresh with volunteers or by pumping the 
comments section.

The real problem is that, with little staff 
and volunteers, what they generated for the 
most part were the same stories being run 
by most other websites. They might have a 
different angle on the story, but it still was 
the same. The other problem was lack of 
sales to allow them the time to develop to 
sustain themselves in a changing business 
environment. It’s not easy to have a busi-
ness plan when your platform is constant-
ly changing.

But you cannot underestimate the impact 
of a lack of professional standards, which 
can lead to legal problems. This was not only 
a problem for websites: It was also a contrib-
uting factor in the demise of Window Media, 
the former parent company of Washington 
Blade and HX magazine.

The publication you are reading now, 
along with Bay Area reporter in San 
Francisco, OutFront colorado, Dallas Voice, 
Georgia Voice, L.A.’s Frontiers and a few oth-
ers, all have something in common. We’ve 
been around long enough that our communi-
ties know and trust us and know what to ex-
pect from a professional publication. We are 
also a vibrant part of the community, some-
thing hard to do in a virtual world. 

All those publications mentioned have 
more than 10 full-time employees apiece, 
which adds to the local economy. Some of 
us have more full-time employees than the 
national blogs combined. Many of them are 
seasoned veterans. Additionally, local publi-
cations not only have a dedicated readership 
of print, they also have those materials on 
the web. Therefore, savvy advertisers know 
they could get the best of both worlds by ad-
vertising with their local publications. And 
that is what they continue to do. And national 
advertisers are learning that local gay publi-
cations and their respective websites bring 
buyers to their doors.

This column comes as news of the de-
mise of Queerty, one of my favorite sites, 

LGBT Web and Print Media
THinkinG OuT LOuD 

COME VISIT US
Fridays and Saturdays: 

from 9PM to 2AM

TheLodgeMD.com
21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD
301.591.4434

Formerly known as Deer Park Lodge, We Proudly Present...

Under new ownership 
+ management.

breaks, and talk that two others of nation-
al renown are considering closing their por-
tals. That continued evolution also has print 
attempting to find its niche on the web. The 
New York Times is trying one way while The 
Wall Street Journal tries another. Web me-
dia, LGBT or mainstream, is now the most 
competitive media there is since literally 
thousands are created each day. Here’s a 

detail that few seem to realize: It’s a compet-
itive world out there and the most competi-
tive business environment is not print but the 
web. There is no competition for LGBT lo-
cal print media from the web. The web com-
petes with itself. t

Mark Segal is publisher of PhiladelPhia 
Gay News. He can be reached atmark@epgn.
com.

JOB POSITION

PEER SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST/ 
GROUP 
FACILITATOR 
PLEASE E-MAIL RESUMES TO 
CHERYL MARTIN AT: 
HEARTSANDEARS@TOAST.NET

OR MAIL THEM TO: 
CHERYL MARTIN, P.O. BOX 12697, 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21217

HEARTS AND EARS INC. is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to empower lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender individuals who utilize mental health 
services or have mental health concerns through 
support, advocacy, raising awareness and educational 
opportunities.

The Peer Support Specialist/Group Facilitator is 
responsible for attracting, obtaining, and maintaining 
an active membership and involvement at Hearts and 
Ears Inc., Wellness Recovery Center through Peer 
Support Groups for the GLBTQA community.

(S)he must have skills reflected in said resume in group 
facilitation and teaching basic life skills. 

HOURS: 13 per week COMPENSATION: $15.48 per hour

Guess what? Print’s still hot. 
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DEDICATION 
CEREMONY  

FOR RESTORATION 
GARDENSMAY 11, 2011 

PHOTOS: STEVE CHARING
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HeaLTH anD WeLLness

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Hello Dr. Eva,
I am an HIV negative gay man and plan 

to stay that way. I’m tested a couple times 
a year. I don’t take chances with anal in-
tercourse by always wearing a condom. 
However, I have given and received oral sex 
without protection. Is that unsafe?

I’ve been on dates with poz guys and 
have been safe. My concern is what if I were 
to fall in love with one of these guys? I don’t 
want to live in fear of becoming infected. 
What are your thoughts?

Southwest Reader 

Dear Southwest,
unprotected oral sex is unsafe. In 

terms of getting HIV, the risk of unprotect-
ed oral sex is much less than the risk of un-
protected anal sex, but HIV transmission 
through oral sex definitely occurs. Factors 
that increase the risk of getting HIV from oral 
sex include anything that could cause the re-
lease of blood from the skin or could provide 
a point of entry for the virus to get through 
the skin. Examples: piercings of the lips, 
tongue, penis, or scrotum; genital or mouth 
rash or skin irritation; “cold sores” (which are 
a form of herpes); and any sort of irritation of 
the gums including recent flossing or dental 
cleaning.

There are many infections that are eas-
ily picked up through oral sex. These include 
syphilis, herpes, warts, and gonorrhea. All 
of these frequently are silent – there are no 
obvious signs of infection. This means that 
people become long-term carriers of these 
infections and transmission continues long-
term. unprotected oral sex is a major 
cause of the current epidemic of syphilis 
among gay men.

Now to your second question, “What is I 
fall in love with an HIV positive guy?” From 
my point of view as an HIV doctor, there 
are only two kinds of guys you could date: 

those who are already infected with HIV and 
those who are at risk for becoming infected. 
You should be taking exactly the same saf-
er sex precautions with both groups. keep 
in mind that many Hiv positive people do 
not know they are infected. Did you know 
that Hiv positive people are most infec-
tious in the first six weeks after they be-
come infected with Hiv, before the test 
turns positive?

If you become sexually involved with 
an HIV positive guy, your risk of transmis-
sion is directly related to his HIV viral load. 
The lower his viral load, the lower your risk. 
Your risk of picking up HIV from an HIV pos-
itive partner whose viral load is undetect-
able on medication is much, much less than 
your risk with an HIV positive partner who is 
not on HIV medications or is not undetect-
able. So assuming you only date men who 
know their status, take care of their health, 
and are open with you about those things, 

you would be safer with an HIV positive part-
ner who has an undetectable viral load than 
with a partner who says he’s HIV negative 
on the basis of a test a few months ago, but 
who has had unprotected sex since he was 
last tested. 

The term for couples in which one part-
ner is HIV negative and the other is HIV pos-
itive is serodiscordant. Usually, when the 
HIV negative partner in a serodiscordant 
couple becomes positive, it is because they 
stopped being careful. One night one part-
ner says to the other, “I’d feel so much clos-
er to you if we didn’t use a condom…just this 
once.” That’s how it happens. No need to live 
in fear. You do need stay aware and remem-
ber your own and your partner’s long-term 
best interest. It’s just like getting pregnant – 
once is all it takes. The difference is, HIV is 
forever. t

Dr. Eva Hersh is chief Medical Officer at 
chase Brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to Eva 
Hersh MD, chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Oral Sex... 

Did you know that HIV 
positive people are most 
infectious in the first 
six weeks after they 
become infected with 
HIV, before the test 
turns positive?

...Serodiscordant 
Couples, and STD Risk
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Old Town Friends Fellowship 
Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org  |  410-231-FRND (3763)

FAITH

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Vote Affirms LGBT Clergy
On May 10, the Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest LGBT civil rights or-
ganization, applauded the decision of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) to remove all bar-
riers to the ordination of LGBT peo-
ple as ministers and lay leaders. 
Today, the Twin Cities Presbytery 
in Minneapolis, Minn. became the 
87th presbytery (regional govern-
ing bodies) in the 2.4 million mem-
ber denomination to vote to allow 
LGBT clergy and lay people the 
right to serve openly as ministers.

“History was made today,” said Dr. 
Sharon Groves, director of HRC’s Religion 
and Faith Program. “Presbyteries all around 
the country – from Alabama to Utah – vot-
ed to say no to prejudice and yes to those 
who are called to serve the church. Through 
this action, the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
removes one more road block in the way of 
justice. Because of today’s decision, a young 
person is freer to claim his or her sexual ori-
entation, gender identity and religion. This 

decision will have profound ramifications for 
people of all faiths everywhere.

This decision is the result of a long pro-
cess. Three other times, a vote was taken in the 

Presbyterian General Assembly to 
open the doors to LGBT clergy, but 
did not reach the 51% ratification 
by regional presbyteries. Because 
of the hard and faithful work 
by organizations such as More 
Light Presbyterians, Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians, That All 
May Freely Serve, Presbyterian 

Welcome, and Presbyterian Voices for 
Justice, the Presbyterian Church (USA) can 
hold its head high today. 

“This is not only good for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender people but it is good for 
the soul of the church,” added Groves. “LGBT 
Presbyterians have been some of the most pro-
phetic and faithful leaders within the Presbyterian 
Church and now they can bring their faith and 
their humanity fully into the work of building lov-
ing, God-affirming communities.” t

inTeRvieW WiTH equaLiTy 
MD’s execuTive DiRecTOR

– continued from page 3

of all in the community – that’s exactly what 
we’re trying to do at Equality Maryland. 

BOL: How will you invigorate the 
fundraising arm of the organization?

LB: We’ll reinvigorate people’s commit-
ment and belief in the organization and the 
work that the organization has to under-
take. People are rightfully questioning where 
EQMD is headed right now, and in order to 

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, specializing in 
weddings, baptisms, funerals, home blessings, spiritual direction. 

For more information, 410-900-2021 or Africanlotus@aol.com

Come Celebrate With Us! 
All are Welcome Here
By nancy J. WeBB 
At the 10 a.m. service on May 22, Grace 
United Methodist Church will be celebrat-
ing the decision the church made in October, 
2010 to become a 
Reconciling Congregation 
in the United Methodist 
Church.  This means that 
we say and write, preach 
and sing, out loud, that 
we welcome all people, 
including lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgen-
dered people, to full inclu-
sion to participate in the 
life of our congregation.

Congregations who 
have joined with the 
Reconciling Ministries 
Network of the United 
Methodist Church, a nationwide organization 
that works for full inclusion of LGBT persons, 
commit themselves to do all that they can to 

help bring about change in the unjust struc-
tures of the denomination that foster exclu-
sion with regard to leadership in the church, 
ordination of clergy and marriage equality.  

We believe that being 
gay is a gift from God and 
that LGBT persons have 
countless God given gifts 
to share with the Church 
and the world.

Come join us.
On May 22, rainbow 

paraments will be on the 
altar to help us celebrate 
our intention to welcome 
all.

For more information, 
contact us at: njwebb@
verizon.net.

The church is locat-
ed at 5407 N. Charles Street at Northern 
Parkway, in Baltimore. t

Nancy J. Webb is associate pastor  

secure folks’ investment in the organization 
and our work we have to secure their con-
fidence. Actions speak louder than words, 
and that’s what we’re all about. 

BOL: if there is one thing you can do to 
restore confidence in equality Maryland 
during your tenure, what would it be?

LB: Listen. Listen to what people are tell-
ing us – their suggestions and their input are 
meaningful as we devise a plan for the fu-
ture. t

Strategic Management Consulting, LLC, a certified MBE, 
ensures non-profits, small businesses, and other groups 
run more efficiently in order to accomplish their goals 
effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net  443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
Strategic Planning Implementation, and Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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TRansGenDeR cOMMuniTy 
DiviDeD OveR PenDinG BiLL

– cOnTinueD fROM PaGe 1

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

Shop for Mother’s Day: Grace Church Country 
Fair, Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., featuring 
plants, baked goods, and much more. Proceeds go to mission 
outreach here in Baltimore City and around the world. 

Bring your mother to church!   
Mother’s Day, May 8, 10 a.m.

Celebrate with us! May 22, 10 a.m. worship 
service. First annual Reconciling Ministries Service 
to celebrate Grace’s decision to become a Reconciling 
Congregation to work for the full inclusion of LGBT persons.

Grace United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

5407 N Charles Street at Northern Parkway 
410.433.6650   |   www.GraceUnitedMethodist.org

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

MAY 8
“Turbo Capitalism and Ethical Culture”

MAY 15
“Acting on your Values

through Organized Action”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce the 
opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
Join us  every Sunday 1:00 PM at Divine Liturgy at First Unitarian UC, 12 W. Franklin Street  
(corner of Charles and Franklin Streets in Downtown Baltimore). For more information, 
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Celebrate With Us!  
MAY 22, 10 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

First annual Reconciling Ministries Service to celebrate Grace’s 
decision to become a Reconciling Congregation to work for the full 
inclusion of LGBT persons.

Grace United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation with Open Hearts,Open Minds,Open Doors

5407 N Charles Street at Northern Parkway 
410.433.6650   |   www.GraceUnitedMethodist.org

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102
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By kyLe TayLOR
Gaytravel.com
Welcome to the land down under! It’s difficult 
to decide where to begin when talking about 
Australia. Of course there’s that quintessential 
image most of us have: A cowboy pulling up to 
a bar in the middle of the Outback, kangaroos 
hopping about and koalas in the trees. He darts 
inside for a quick Foster’s, which is Australia for 
beer (or so we’re told). In our image, however, 
that Cowboy is actually gay. He meets you in-
side and offers to “give you a ride” to the next 
town. You then hop into his big truck and drive 
off into the sunset. Well, I’m here to tell you that 
Australia is exactly like that... well kinda! 

GayDay mate!
While the Outback does stretch into in-

finity and there are places in “Oz” where it’s 
possible to see the curvature of the Earth be-
cause the land is so barren and so flat. The 

Taking on the OUTback! 
people are quite like Californians. The food is 
quite like what we eat at home, and – miracu-
lously – not everyone lives “in the bush.” The 
cities – Sydney and Melbourne – are world-
class, the beaches are otherworldly, the peo-
ple are lovely and the gay scene is one of the 
most vibrant in the World. Indeed, Gaystralia 
is all too fitting of a name.

 While gay marriage is not legal, civil 
unions are and gay couples enjoy many of 
the rights and responsibilities of heterosexu-
al couples. The pace of change is rapid. Gay 
adoption bills and the “move toward mar-
riage” is apparent and gay-related crimes are 
all but nonexistent. This from a nation that 
has a very rough record of dealing with mi-
norities – particularly aboriginals.

Oxford street: 
The center of the action

Sydney’s Mardi Gras, which rocks the city 
for weeks, draws gays and lesbians the world 
over and is arguably the largest gay pride 
celebration in the World. The city’s famed 
“gayborhood,” which lines Oxford Street, is 
abuzz seven nights a week. The drag queens 
are the greatest in the World. Their almost 
nightly shows at venues like Stonewall (175 
Oxford Street, Darlinghurst NSW) and Arq 
(16 Flinders Street, Darlinghurst NSW) draw 
hundreds of revelers who bask in such won-
derment as “Going Gaga,” a 30-minute re-
view of the reigning Queen of Pop.

You can’t miss it. Rainbow flags line the 
streets. Adoring gay couples wander lovingly 
down the road holding hands, gently kissing 
and even going for it – especially after mid-
night. The clothing stores are primarily of the 
underwear variety. The clubs are unmistak-

TRaveL

A VISIT TO GAY AUSTRALIA

ably gay. Drag queens are arriving looking 
almost too fabulous, all on their way to that 
evening’s performance.

This 24/7 international gay Mecca that 
may be – as far as I’m concerned – the gay-
est of the gayest gayborhoods in the World. 
Yes there’s Soho in London and the Village 
in New York. You’ve got West Hollywood in 
LA and The Castro in San Francisco. The 
world is full of sometimes charming and 
sometimes much less charming neighbor-
hoods for the LGBT set.

The difference here, however, is that the 
cliental, the apartment residents, the shop-
keepers, the restaurant owners and even the 
local bank logos are gay. In any other gaybor-
hood there is this sense that you’re in a pocket 
of a much larger world but on Oxford Street in 
Sydney, the feeling is that the entire world – in 
every direction – is gay. Here, being straight is 

odd. Here, holding hands with someone of the 
opposite sex indicates a “gal pal.” Here, kiss-
ing someone of the opposite sex is simply as-
sumed to be a “drunken error.” Where else in 
the world does gay feel entirely normal?

Rainbow flags fly year round and nearly a 
million homos converge on the city for Mardi 
Gras (one of the only gay pride parades in the 
world without a specifically gay name but with 
an entirely gay meaning). There are dozens – 
nearly 100 – gay bars, clubs, restaurants and 
hotels crammed right next to each, making 
gay “normal.” It’s a feeling you rarely get in the 
world at large when you’re gay. It’s a feeling 
that’s addictive, adoring, and appreciated. So 
what are you waiting for? Can you handle be-
ing “normal?” t

For more information on the hottest 
lGBT destinations throughout the world, 
please visit www.gaytravel.com.

Get It Right The 1st Time!
A world leader in Self Defense Products offering

Steal Batons, Pepper Spray Mace Gel too Pocket Starks.

CHECK IT OUT! www.SelfDefenceLife.com
Be Your Own Offi cer!
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TRaveL

minutes of free time. As Tim Gunn would say, 
“Make it work.” Do what you can with what 
you’ve got! 30 minutes of exercise is better than 
zero minutes of exercise.

6) stock the mini-
fridge. For the record, there 
is nothing “mini” about this 
bar’s caloric content. If pos-
sible, squeeze some of your 
own grocery items into the 
space between the candy 
bars, chips and candy. I like 
to stock up on fresh cut fruit, 
veggies and sandwiches. 
Making smart choices with 
the mini-fridge will help you 
cut down on killer restaurant 
meals.

7) exercise in your 
room. If your accommoda-
tions don’t include a fitness 
facility – or if you’re not ad-
venturous enough to use 
it – fear not. You can get a 

sTayinG fiT WHiLe 
TRaveLinG

– continued from front page

great workout in the comfort of your room. 
Browse some aerobic videos on YouTube to 
get some cardio, and use your bodyweight 
as resistance for strength training. There are 
a million possibilities – including these 17 
push-up variations that I filmed while on va-
cation in a New Hampshire tree house.

Being a frequent trav-
eler doesn’t need to be a 
death sentence for your 
fitness program or a pre-
scription for obesity. Keep 
your game face on – and 
I think you’ll be pleased 
with the results: More en-
ergy, better sleep and in-
creased immune sys-
tem performance, just to 
name a few. t

Davey Wavey is a 
professional YouTuber 
and personal trainer 
whose shirtless adven-
tures take him around 
the world. To learn more 
about Davey, like him on 
Facebook (Facebook.
com/daveywaveyofficial).Davey Wavey Jacques
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It’s all about size. Last year an estimated one 
million LGBT travelers visited Greater Fort 
Lauderdale, spending $1.2 billion, making it 
Florida’s number one LGBT destination and 
one of the top 10 LGBT destinations in the 
United States.

Greater Fort Lauderdale offers more 
than just 3,000 hours of sunshine and tempt-
ing “eye-candy” on its beautiful beaches. 
There is substance here, and lots of it. The 
LGBT community is rooted in history with 
the Stonewall Library & Archives, the larg-
est independent circulating library of LGBT 
media. Fort Lauderdale is the world head-
quarters of IGLTA (International Gay and 
Lesbian Travel Association), and home to the 
Sunshine Cathedral, the largest Metropolitan 
Community Church in the country.

With an array of gay guesthouses and up-
scale gay-friendly hotels, visitors can choose 
a spot that best fits them. The new Royal 
Palms Resort and Spa opened in April is set 

to be the largest full-service luxury gay re-
sort in the U.S. with a sleek and stylish look, 
while the hip and stylish, W Fort Lauderdale, 
was just voted trendiest hotel by TripAdvisor.

“We were among the first to actively pro-
mote to the LGBT market and roll out the 
Rainbow Carpet and this May, we are proud 
to host the International Gay and Lesbian 
Travel Association annual conference,” said 
Nicki E. Grossman, president of the Greater 
Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.”

The charming ‘Gayborhood’ of Wilton 
Manors is home to Greater Fort Lauderdale’s 
largest LGBT community, complete with 
unique shops like internationally acclaimed 
Dennis Dean Galleries, where visitors can 
meet the artist in the photo studio, or To The 
Moon which carries candies and goodies 

Fort Lauderdale on Top 
as LGBT Destination

from over 60 different countries. The night-
life experiences range from The Manor, a 
16,000-square-foot complex; complete with 
a bi-level dancing experience, to the casu-
al Sidelines Sports Bar to the campy atmo-
sphere of Rosie’s Bar and Grill.

Las Olas Boulevard, known as Fort 
Lauderdale’s chic thoroughfare is home to 
some of the area’s hottest restaurants and 
al fresco dining options, cultural attrac-
tions, boutique shopping as well as bustling 
nightlife scene. This stylish shopping and 
dining area is anchored by the Riverwalk 
Arts & Entertainment District, including the 
Museum of Art, and the Broward Center 
for the Performing Arts annually hosting 
Broadway shows. A must see in Greater Fort 
Lauderdale, the shopping at Sawgrass Mills 
Mall, the largest designer outlet mall in the 
country, this mega-complex boasts Florida’s 
only Prada outlet, as well as such names 
as Burberry, Coach, Barney’s New York, 

Bloomingdale’s, Ferragamo, Hugo Boss and 
more.

“We are a haven for sun worship-
ers, Greater Fort Lauderdale’s coastline 
stretches along 23 miles of certified Blue 
Wave beaches, including Sebastian Beach, 
which OMG magazine recently named the 
number one gay beach in the world. In 
addition, just introduced, the area’s Mild 
to Wild, new mobile site dedicated to the 
LGBT market, which randomly generates 
four fabulous ways to have a mild, medi-
um or wild day and night out in Greater Fort 
Lauderdale,” said Richard Gray, gay liaison 
to the Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. t

For more information about LGBT 
Greater Fort Lauderdale, visit http://www.
sunny.org/rainbow.

TRaveL

Need an escape? From fabulous new clubs 
and fresh shopping options to major con-
certs and one-of-a-kind events, Houston is 
where it’s at when things heat up. 

H-Town has two new hotspots on the gay-
dar. f Bar opened in March, promising to be 
gay Houston’s answer to upscale clubbing. 
So far, rave reviews. The 4,200-square-foot 
space in the heart of the Montrose 
neighborhood has been carefully 
designed with luxury in mind. Think 
chandeliers, elaborate wall cover-
ings, velvet drapes, a Palm Beach-
style patio and chic glassed-in lounge 
area. Nearby, vue nightclub de-
buted in early April. The second-story 
dance factory is living up to its name 
with dramatic views of downtown, not 
to mention some of the city’s best DJ 
talent. F Bar and Vue join an already 
lively gay nightlife mix that includes 
gayborhood favorites Guava Lamp, 
Meteor, J.R.’s and south Beach

shopping is never dull in 
Houston. at The Galleria, stores including 
Nordstrom, Neiman Marcus, Kenneth Cole, 
French Connection, Gucci and many more 
will soon be joined by an expanded Michael 
Kors and brand new Omega and Prada bou-
tiques. Beyond the nation’s fourth-largest 
shopping center, Houston is packed with in-
dependent retailers, new and old. 

Worked up an appetite? The newest 
Montrose eatery, el Real Tex-Mex café is 
the “it” place to see-and-be-seen – and en-
joy puffy tacos. Other new restaurants in-
clude Indian fusion concept Pondicheri and 
the continental ava kitchen and Whiskey 
Bar, both inside Upper Kirby’s chic West Ave 

Gay Houston 
is Heating Up

project. You’ll never go hungry in this restau-
rant town. 

For everything the LGBT traveler to 
H-Town needs on attractions, hotels, events 
and more, visit MyGayHouston.com.

Why not plan your getaway around one of 
Houston’s upcoming events? In the month of 
May, the city celebrates Houston arts Month 

with 31 days of world-premiere performanc-
es such as acclaimed choreographer Jorma 
Elo’s newest ballet, major exhibitions includ-
ing Treasures from the Hermitage: Russia’s 
Crown Jewels and much more. Also in May 
more than 1,000 volleyball players from across 
the country will be in Houston over Memorial 
Day Weekend for theNorth American Gay 
Volleyball Association Championships.

June brings a full week of events around 
Pride Houston, including an energetic fash-
ion show, all-star concert at downtown’s 
Discovery Green and one of the South’s larg-
est Pride parades. Show your true colors in 
H-Town. t

NEW GROUPS

Peer Support/Life Skills 
Monday & Friday 12pm to 1pm 

Writing Group 
Tuesday 4 pm to 5 pm

Support Group 
Wednesday & Thursday 
11:30am to 12:30pmP.O. BOX 1296, BALTIMORE, MD. 21217     410.523.1694
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TRaveL // REAL PARENTING

By vann MiLLs
Swim wear? Check! Itinerary? Check! 
Passports? Check! It sounds like it is time to 
travel. Now that the big things are in order, do 
not forget to make a safety checklist. Times 
have changed and we can no longer simply 
plan a trip, pack and leave. With ever chang-
ing rules and regulations it is important to 
know how to protect yourself and your child 
while traveling whether they are with you, an 
organized group, or a few buddies. 

Most parents’ will agree that protecting their 
children is an ongoing duty. There is a saying 
on a popular reality show, ‘Expect the unexpect-
ed.’ Adopting this mantra can prove beneficial 
to you and your children when making a trav-
el safety check list. 
As the family carefully 
plans the activities of 
the highly anticipated 
get-away, make sure 
that you include emer-
gency preparedness 
instructions. 

Review the safety 
rules with the young-
sters of the bunch, like 
not talking to strang-
ers may seem like common sense but children 
often forget house rules when in a new environ-
ment. Providing short detailed instructions on 
what to do if the family separates prior to the 
trip will prove helpful, and while traveling make 
a game out of the instructions to reinforce what 
you have taught them. 

If your child does not have a cell phone, 
purchasing a pre-paid mobile device before 
travel is wise and economical. If they are un-
familiar with cell phones, show them how to 
use it. Conducting an unexpected role-play 
if in a compromising situation will also show 
them how to apply what you have taught. 
Parents should also remember to keep their 
child’s name from public view. Not giving the 
predator free information is a smart defensive 
mechanism. For older children, making sure 
their cell phone is fully charged is essential. 
As a rule, older children text every few min-
utes, hence, purchasing a portable charger 
ensures they will be able to contact you.

Setting up physical meeting checkpoints 
and cellular contact time’s keeps everyone 
coordinated and safe. Independent age ap-
propriate activities should be allowed and is 
a great opportunity to teach him or her how 
to have fun responsible.

Anxieties may heighten when your child 
travels in a group setting. From overnight 

camps, to traveling with 
an organization, your 

child’s security is essential. Although, you 
may have the destination, names of staff, 
policies and procedures for the trip and/or 
the organization, parents should verify all in-
formation. It is wise not to be too comfortable 
with trip organizers. Taking the initiative to 
contact former participants, visiting the des-
tination prior to the trip, if possible, and re-
questing to see documentation of staff back-
ground checks is feasible. 

Before the trip, play awareness games 
with your youngster to enhance observation 
skills. Advise the ‘know-it-all’ teen to adhere 
to the rules of the trip. Some venues are lo-
cated near compromised neighborhoods or 
isolated surroundings. Inform your teen that 
they are not exempt from being abducted or 

assaulted. 
Feeling comfort-

able with your teen 
‘Chillin’ out’ is nail-bit-
ing. Parents should 
take some precautions 
even, when trust is not 
in question. One simple 
safety task is to make 
sure that you have all 
of the contact informa-
tion available in your 

possession. Although, most young adults 
and teens pride themselves on their indepen-
dence, make clear the importance for such 
measures. To make the situation easier, give 
your young person the contact information of 
two of your friends as well as a brief introduc-
tion on how to handle basic household affairs 
should something happen to you. There are 
cell phone applications that are able to store 
vital information about you if you are unable to 
communicate; this may also be a viable option 
for the family on the go. 

Furthermore, it is imperative to impress 
upon older children to use their best judg-
ment and honor their instincts in all situa-
tions. Sharing personal, uncomfortable de-
cision-making experiences is a moment to 
teach and bond. Explaining when to un-fol-
low the group and contact you is vital. 

Encourage your teen to promote seat 
belt usage, no cellular devise usage as their 
friends drive, as well as safe music volumes 
while ‘hanging out.’ Give them a few group 
games to play which in turn keeps the des-
ignated driver alert, focused, and support-
ed. Before leaving the parents should meet 
with the teens in a relaxed environment as a 
collective to discuss expectations and con-
sequences if failure to adhere to the rules. 
Make it clear to them that it is acceptable to 

Ready! Set! Wait… use the tools you have given and that you 
all are aware how difficult it is to resist peer 
pressure. Spell out to your teen that you all 
are allowing this privilege because you all 
feel that they are ready.

Six degrees of separation is easily notice-
able thanks to social networking. However, 
as we mindlessly update our status, preda-
tors are waiting to attack. Avoid or keep at 
a minimum sharing detailed travel informa-
tion like dates and specific plans. You and 
your teen can say, ‘Can’t wait to enjoy the 

sunshine!’ instead of, ‘Florida here we come!’ 
Many social networks use tracking 

mechanism making it easy for others to find 
you. You may also want to consider waiting 
to post pictures. Providing ‘real time’ pho-
tos are thrilling; however, pictures speak vol-
umes and offers free information that could 
jeopardize your safety. When we share our 
daily plans we should keep in mind that 
we are not only speaking to our friends but 
strangers too. 

Travel light, have fun, and be safe! t

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN
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By cHuck Duncan
The summer season has gotten off to a great start with a 
string of movies that are actually good and entertaining. 
First out of the gate was the latest Marvel Comics adapta-
tion, Thor. Chris Hemsworth stars as the God of Thunder, but 
he’s stripped of his powers after he instigates a war with the 

neighboring Frost Giants and his father, Odin, sends him to 
earth to live amongst the mortals. Thor also has an enemy in 
his midst – his brother Loki, who feels betrayed by dear old 
dad for picking the irresponsible Thor over him to become 
the next king.

As a comic book movie, Thor has it all from great spe-
cial effects to brightly colored costumes and an amazing 
cast that includes two Oscar winners, Anthony Hopkins and 
Natalie Portman! Thor is perfectly cast in the chiseled form 
of Hemsworth, with his long blond hair and bellowing voice. 
He is a god! 

I enjoyed the film’s back and forth between earth and 

ally the female version of a buddy movie like The Hangover. 
Producer Judd Apatow and director Paul Feig have 

honed their skills on such raunchy comedies like The 
40-Year-Old Virgin and Knocked Up, and they have taken 
that formula and applied it directly to Kristin Wiig’s and Annie 
Mumolo’s script. I can’t do the comedy justice in mere words 
and there are three huge scenes that I don’t even want to 
spoil, so keep three things in mind when seeing the movie: 
Bridal Shop, Bridal Shower, and getting Officer Rhodes’ at-
tention. Bridesmaids is hilarious and it will be interesting to 
see how it does compared to The Hangover II which opens 
soon.

New this week, and back to the big budget spectacle that 
is a summer movie, is the fourth film in the Pirates of the 
caribbean franchise, On Stranger Tides. Johnny Depp re-
turns as Captain Jack Sparrow, and this time he is on a quest 

to find the Fountain of Youth. Along the way he has to ei-
ther team up with or foil (and sometimes both) his old neme-
sis Barbosa (Geoffrey Rush), old flame Angelica (Penelope 
Cruz) and feared pirate Blackbeard (Ian McShane). 

The new movie is full of action, sword fights, double-
crosses and the like but the one thing it seems to be missing 
is the sense of the mystical. 

There are no obvious special effects sequences and it’s 
only hinted at that Blackbeard has some kind of strange pow-
ers (or his sword does), so I missed the ghostly pirates and 
Davy Jones of the original films (there are some cool mer-
maids though). 

The plot goes a little off the rails and gets entirely too 
convoluted towards the end, but it’s still a rip-roaring good 
adventure and it’s always a treat to watch Johnny Depp hav-
ing a good time. 

The 3D is also pretty effective as this was actually filmed 
in 3D unlike Thor. Still might not be enough to justify the ex-
tra cost, but if you like good 3D movies, then do consider that 
version. If you liked the other Pirates movies, then you will 
most likely enjoy this one. t

Asgard, Thor’s home world, but found the intrigue and action 
in the Asgard scenes to be more engrossing than the earth-
bound scenes. While I enjoyed the movie, I don’t know if this 
character can sustain a franchise, but the film does work 
as a piece of a bigger puzzle called The Avengers (which 
arrives next summer) that includes Iron Man, the Hulk and 

Captain America. A post-cred-
it scene ties the movie directly 
to captain America (opening in 
July) and The Avengers. Make 
sure to stick around for that. 

If you like your comic book 
movies full of action, special ef-
fects and hunky heroes, then 
Thor is the movie for you. Just 
avoid the 3D version, which 
serves no pur-
pose but to 
get a couple 
more bucks 
out of you.

If you’re 
looking for 
something a 
little more re-
alistic and 
low-key but 
want to laugh, 
then run – 

don’t walk – to see Bridesmaids. I have 
not laughed so loud and so hard at a mov-
ie (intentionally) for quite some time. SNl’s 
Kristin Wiig stars as Annie, a down-on-her-
luck woman who is in love with a sleazebag 
who just uses her for sex (she’s actually his 
number three), her cake business went un-
der, she has two creepy roommates and 
her best friend just got engaged. Hoping to perk her life up, 
Annie takes on the role of Maid of Honor, but her friend’s 
new, wealthy friend turns the job into a competition and will 
go to any lengths to undermine (and steal) Annie’s ideas.

Don’t think 
for a minute that 
Bridesmaids is 
your average 
chick flick. This 
is not all about 
the romance 
and the girl call-
ing off her wed-
ding and then 
realizing what 
a mistake she 
made before 
going through 
with it. This is 
about friend-
ship and is re-

The Summer Season Starts Off with a Bang
LiveLy aRTs // OUT ON SCREEN
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Padonia Station is host to a sports-bar at-
mosphere encouraging the sports fan with-
in you as you dine on some of your favorites 
like wings, sliders, cheese steaks and more. 
If you happen to go in on a Friday or Saturday 

night you can enjoy live local bands.
The menu is large and seems to nev-

er end but has options that could satis-
fy anyone’s craving. A nice starter was the 
Supreme Nachos with crisp tri-colored tor-

DininG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

 

2 0 %  O f f   
F i r s t  A p p o i n t m e n t  

an eco-friendly salon offering  
color, cut, styling and full nail services 

opening june 1st  

L i s a  B a s t a  -  O w n e r / S t y l i s t  

tuesday– friday 10am -  7pm  
saturday 10am - 4pm  
3 0 2  w  3 0 t h  s t r e e t   
4 4 3 . 7 0 8 . 2 4 6 9  

tilla chips, diced jalapenos, spring onions, 
black olives, tomatoes, and shredded let-
tuce topped with melted Monterey Jack and 
Cheddar cheese sauce; served with a side 
of salsa and sour cream ($6.99). You can 
even add chili or grilled chicken for $3.00. 
We elected to add the chili, which had a de-
cent amount of heat and blended nicely with 
the melted cheese and other toppings. The 
size of the nachos was ample and would 
even make a nice meal for just one person.

If you’re craving a crab cake and looking 
for a good deal then head over to Padonia 
Station for the Tuesday 1/2-pound crab cake 
with two sides for $11 (eat in or carry out). 
You have the choice to have the crab cake 
broiled or deep-fried. Then you can pick one 
of the following two sides: Cole Slaw, Side 
Salad, French Fries Onion Rings, Baked 
Potato, Apple Sauce, Steamed Broccoli, 
Mashed Potatoes, Sautéed Vegetables or 
Cauliflower Mashed.

The crab cake has gener-
ous amounts of lumps of meat 
and had a distinctive herb fla-
vor. It was moist but not mushy 
like some can be. The combi-
nation of filler and meat was at 
an enjoyable ratio.

The servers were friend-
ly, however, even though 
when we were there and the 
place wasn’t that busy, our 
server was slow to tend to us 
sometimes. Our drinks were 
empty for a good part of our 
meal. This is one of my big-
gest pet peeves of service at 
a restaurant. 

Besides the hiccup in service, we will be 
heading back for another meal, try out one 
of the other weekly/daily specials, watch a 
sports game or check out some of the live 
music. t

Padonia station
63 E Padonia Road
Timonium, MD 21093
410-252-8181

 Let us help you acquire 
the vehicles and 

equipment you need to 
grow your business

 Utilize our Equipment 
& Commercial Vehicle 

Lease Finance Solutions

 Local Company Serving 
Greater Baltimore Area 

Businesses for over 
35 years 

CALL NANCY OR ALLAN: 1.800.733.5529
OR EMAIL: customerservice@madisoncapital.com  |  WWW.MadisonCapital.COM

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
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Recent poll results on 
the attitude of young-
er Americans toward 
real estate and home 
ownership have raised 
questions as to exact-
ly what the role of real 
estate is and will be in 
the future. Is owning 
your own home an investment and source of 
wealth, or is it a ‘ball and chain’ that locks you 
to a locale and saps money that – if invest-
ed in stocks – would appreciate faster than 
real estate? 

This question seems to outline the two 
most common opinions emerging in the gen-
eration of potential homeowners now be-
tween the ages of 21 and 35, where most of 
our first-time homebuyers tend to be. Here 
are the primary arguments laid out on both 
sides of that question.

Ball and chain
If you’ve been watching the housing mar-

ket in the last few years, you certainly can 

see where some-
one would come 
up with this notion. 
Many people feel 
locked into their cur-
rent home, current 
city, even current 
state because they 
can’t sell their home 

to move to a new job or a better perform-
ing region of the country. Some homeown-
ers are paying mortgages that were based 
on a sale price substantially higher than the 
house is currently worth. There are even 
economists who are predicting that with the 
economy evolving into a digital one, it will be 
more important than ever for the workforce 
to remain fluid, easily relocatable, and that 
buying property that can’t be loaded onto a 
truck and moved (like a house) doesn’t make 
sense in the future.

There is no doubt that the effects of the 
Great Recession are still felt most sharply in 
the housing sector. Most experts agree that 
it will take another year or two for the excess-

yOuR MOney // REAL ESTATE

es of the housing bubble to work through the 
system and for the housing market to begin 
to resemble a “normal” market that responds 
in the ways that it has in less troubled times. 
Certainly, these are fresh reminders that 
there is no such thing as a “safe” investment, 
and that every one has to learn to live with a 
certain amount of risk.

source of wealth
The data over time gives a great deal of 

support to the idea that owning a home is 
one of the greatest sources of wealth, and 
wealth building, in the United States. The 
National Association of Realtors did a 
study on Housing Wealth Effects in 2004, 
which looked at the difference between 
household wealth f o r 
owners and renters 
in the period be-
tween 1984 and 
1999. Since this 
does not include 
the period of the hous-
ing bubble, its results can be 
seen as closer to the av- erage re-
turn you might expect over normal times. The 
study concluded that “a typical renter house-
hold in 1984 had accumulated $42,000 in net 
wealth by 1999, but a typical owner house-
hold in 1984 had accumulated $167,000 
over the same period. Marital status, age, 
race and ethnicity, initial wealth and house-
hold income … accounted for only $20,000 
of the net $125,000 accumulated wealth 
difference.”

That $105,000 difference is, almost with-
out exception, due to home equity from both 
paying down the balance of the mortgage and 
the appreciation of the value of the property 
over time. The Case-Schiller Index of home 
prices shows that from 1987 to 2009 the 
price of existing homes increased by an av-
erage of 3.4% annually. This period includes 
the bubble, but also the crash from 2007-
2009. Since most bank accounts yield con-
siderably less in annual interest, that figure 
doesn’t look 
too bad as 
a way to 
grow your 
money. Yale 
University’s 
R o b e r t 
Shiller has 
c a l c u l a t -
ed that, in 
the period 
from 1950 
to 2009, the 
S&P 500 

yielded a real price change of 3.3% annual-
ly – surprisingly close to the appreciation in 
housing.

There’s one more point in housing’s fa-
vor: with government-backed mortgage in-
surance programs, the opportunity to invest 
in a home is much more open to people of 
average means. Few bankers are going to 
lend the average person $100,000 to in-
ves t in the stock market. But, 
av- erage people purchase 

homes every day by taking 
out FHA mortgages that re-

quire only 3.5% downpay-
ment. These programs open 
up long term investing through 

real estate to working and mid-
dle-class Americans in ways that 
don’t exist for the stock market. It’s 
not a get-rich-quick scheme, but 

studies have proven that it works. 

Housing’s future
This will continue to work for a new gener-

ation of homeowners, but only if Congress al-
lows Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal 
Housing Administration to continue to offer the 
type of government-backed mortgages and 
mortgage insurance that have made home-
buying money available to people of average 
means with good credit. Without that support, 
the 3.5% mortgage downpayment programs 
will surely disappear. Mortgages will most like-
ly be available only to borrowers who have be-
tween 10-20% of the purchase price in their 
savings, because private lenders will be unwill-
ing to take the risk of underwriting 96.5% of the 
purchase price without government support. 
By making home ownership less available, a 
generation of workers will have the greatest 
avenue of building private wealth cut off from 
them. What will that America be like? t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. His website, www.
charmcityrealEstate.com is a resource for 
further real estate research. Send questions to 
him at wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.

Inve$tment or BALL & CHAIN?

SomedayBaltimore.com

We never run low on irony in Baltimore. Or restaurants that 
serve local grass-fed beef, merchants that carry housemade 

pickles and pâté, or markets that sell unbelievable goods from 
local farms. And don’t forget Berger cookies. 

It’s foodie heaven around here.

The next time you wander under I-83 with a cup of  Zeke’s and a bag of  kale, do it 
as a homeowner. City home prices are historically low and interest rates are, too. 
At Live Baltimore, we can help you buy now. We’ll match you with homebuying 

incentives, renovation information, neighborhoods, and more. 

So if  you’ve ever told yourself, “Someday I’ll own my own place,” get in touch.
Because someday is now.

Real Estate
Today
Wayne Curtis
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Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik

SOLID
IS HERE TO HELP
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According to the Wikipedia Encyclopedia 
“Keelhaul” is defined as “a form of punish-
ment meted out to sailors at sea.” It goes on 
to explain that the sailor was tied to a rope 
that looped beneath the vessel then he was 
thrown overboard on one side of the ship and 
dragged under the ship’s keel. 

They call that a punishment? What’s 
not to like about sailors and rope? For the 
ShipMates Club of Baltimore Keelhaul has 

an additional meaning. It is sailors with rope, 
cocktail parties, good food, fun and games, 
and a weekend away from the stress of the 
real world. 

The ShipMates Club of Baltimore was 
founded in April of 1974 with 27 men who had 
an interest in leather. In 1975 the ShipMates 
presented their first Keelhaul Weekend. It 
was a camping weekend held at Altland’s 
Ranch just outside York, Pa. The event was 
held jointly with the Scorpion, M.C. It was 

quite the fun weekend and the ShipMates 
decided that they would hold their event ev-
ery other year. The Centaurs, M.C. already 
had their own weekend camping event every 
other year called “Olympia” so the ShipMates 
decided to hold Keelhaul on the odd years. A 
new tradition was born. 

I attended my first Keelhaul in 1997 at 
Camp Ramblewood in Darlington, Maryland. 
It is a private, 200-acre campground that 
is not that far from Baltimore. There is an 
Olympic size swimming pool and every-
one stays in large cabins complete with full 
bathrooms. I was a pledge of the ShipMates 
then and I didn’t know what to expect. The 
theme that year was “On the Air” and we had 
worked for weeks on a Saturday Night live 
type variety show complete with prerecord-
ed commercials. 

The weekend began with a big American 
Bandstand -themed dance held in a barn. In 
was incredible! Plus Saturday night brought 
the big ShipMates’ production. The show 
was held on a stage in a gym and television 
sets were hooked up throughout the audi-
ence so the crowd could view the hilarious 
commercials. I was in several skits. One was 
a takeoff of the old TV show This is Your life. 
ShipMate Ken Stine played movie star Brad 
Cruise who was forced to confront the many 
people from his past. I played the flaming for-
mer best friend. It was a riot! My favorite part 
of the show was a musical number that was 
such a big hit that I got to perform it again as 
the opening number for the Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Mr. Leather 1998 Contest. 

As the announcer says, “A leather bar in 
any town, USA,’ three leather tops lead three 
slaves on stage. Serious dungeon type music 
plays in the background. The Sirs push their 
slaves down to their knees and go off into a 
corner to smoke cigars. Suddenly the music 
changes and the slaves get up one at a time 
and dance and sing to Lesley Gore’s “You 
Don’t Own Me.” It brought down the house! 

I also got to meet lots of wonderful leath-
er folk at Keelhaul 1997 including a very hot 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Are You Ready for

man named Jamie who owned a bar in New 
Orleans. I had never been to New Orleans 
before. Well, let’s just say that Keelhaul 1997 
resulted in several trips to New Orleans. The 
following April Jamie hosted my birthday 
party at the Phoenix in New Orleans com-
plete with a huge birthday cake decorated 
with icing magnolias. . The last Keelhaul was 
held in 2007. Keelhaul 2007 had a prison 
theme: “Doin’ Hard Time” (with every pun in-
tended.) As guests arrived, mug shots were 
taken and they were posted in the common 
area. It was a great way to check out who 
was in camp! 

The year 2009 would have been a 
Keelhaul year, but it was also the 35th 
Anniversary of the ShipMates Club. The 
ShipMates voted to not have Keelhaul in 
2009 and put the money towards a really 
great 35th Anniversary dinner at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Baltimore. An event like 
Keelhaul is never done as a money-maker 
due to the cost of renting the campground 
and putting it all on. A perfect Keelhaul would 
be one that broke even, but that is never go-
ing to happen. A really perfect Keelhaul 
would be an event where everyone had a 
great time- that we can do! 

It is now 2011 and once again it is a 
Keelhaul year. Keelhaul 2011 “In Search 

of Moby’s Dick” will be held at Camp 
Ramblewood on the weekend of July 8- 10, 
2011. Cost for everything is $199 until May 
31, $219 from June 1-July 1, and $239 at 
the door. This price includes your cabin, all 
meals, cocktail parties, Keelhaul Run pin, 
etc. Once you arrive you can put your wallet 
away. Everything is covered (except maybe 
some of the guests. It is clothing optional.) 

It is a great chance to get away from it all. 
There will be cocktail parties put on by vari-
ous other clubs, games and special events, 
a dungeon play cabin, and the ShipMates’ 
37th Anniversary Dinner on Saturday night 
followed by a cigar and brandy party hosted 
by the TFL (The First Lady) of the Shipmates’ 
AKA the President’s better half. You will not 
want to miss it. 

The beauty of Keelhaul is that there is no 
stress. You can take part in all the games 
and cocktails parties or you can just relax 
by the pool all day. Applications are avail-
able at www.shipmatesclub.com, at the 
Baltimore Eagle, Chained Desires, and oth-
er locations around town or you can just ask 
any ShipMate and he or she will be happy to 
give one to you. It is going to be a wonder-
ful weekend away from it all, and who knows 
you might find Moby’s dick. It is going to be 
so much fun. I am so ready for Keelhaul! t

Keelhaul?

Suddenly the music 
changes and the slaves 

get up one at a time 
and dance and sing to 

Lesley Gore’s ‘You Don’t 
Own Me’

Mr. Maryland Leather 2011 alex Lemaire surrounded by past 
Mr. Maryland Leather titleholders   photo: Steve Charing
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The next campaign is “Born Like This.” 
This website is a safe space for youth who 
are bullied and abused because of their sex-
uality. This website was started by a media 
major at New York University. These stu-
dents and alumni from NYU are here to re-
mind the youth that you were born like this 
and that there isn’t much of a choice in who 
you love. I personally agree with them that 
sexuality is more so nature then nurture. The 
site was also made in the shadow of Lady 
Gaga’s hit “Born This Way,” which is an em-
powering song in itself. The website con-
tains inspirational stories, news, media, and 
blogs. If you are interested in looking at it, 
the site is www.bornlikethis.org. My hat goes 
off to these brave men for making a site for 
the youth so that they can enjoy. 

Finally, I want to mention the campaign 
that I recently became a part of: the “HIV 
STOPS With Me” campaign. This campaign 
is focused on stopping HIV. HIV is an epi-
demic and too many times have I been the 
victim of discrimination because of my sta-
tus and seen many of my friends fall victim 
to judgment and prejudice because of their 
status. 

I took a brave step and became one of 
the spokespersons for the campaign tell-
ing my personal story and how I became 
HIV-positive. You can also read my fellow 
spokespersons Mayo, Terrell/Sapphire, and 
Ben’s stories as well. The site contains local 
resources in Baltimore, Virginia, New York, 
and Buffalo. 

This campaign has been launched by 
Better World Advertising. I personally feel 
that if I can tell my story I can hopefully en-
courage others to come to the forefront and 
also prevent a youth from making the same 
mistake that I myself made in the past. If you 
want to know my story, please goes to www.
hivstopwithme.org/Terrence and you will un-
derstand my story. 

Finally, while you’re on the site please 
look at the resources available for HIV pre-
vention, outreach, and care. Remember, you 
were born like this and in life it does get bet-
ter. No matter whom you love, protect your-
self when you love someone because HIV 
Stops With You. t

Visit www.thegangnem.com and follow 
The Gang N’em on twitter at www.twitter.com/
Thegangnem and make sure you watch the 
It Gets Better campaign that we did as well.

Hello, everyone. As of late I have been wit-
nessing a lot of media campaigns on the 
Internet and around town. I will be address-
ing three of those campaigns that have 
stuck out to me the most. The first one 
that I will talk about is the “It Gets Better” 
campaign. 

Lately, too many of our LGB&T youth 
have been feeling very oppressed by mes-
sages of hate and closed-minded thinking 
from our heterosexual enemies. This is com-
ing from all directions: families, friends, the 
church, and the media. It Gets Better is a part 
of the Trevor Project. Trevor was a gay youth 
who attempted suicide because he was, in 
fact, the victim of bullying because of his sex-
uality. In the past I have worked with GLSEN 
on this matter of bullying in schools, whether 
it was heterosexuals bullying LGB&T students 
or vice versa. 

Regardless, bullying is wrong; bully-
ing is a form of hazing and hazing is ille-
gal. The campaign has people such as 
Barack Obama, Ke$ha, Adam Lambert, 
Kathy Griffin, Joe Biden, and Juju Bee from 
RuPaul’s Drag race shooting a media vid-
eo on YouTube encouraging the youth to live 
strong, keep hope, and reminding them of the 
fact that it does get better. Also, The Gang 
N’em shot a video for the Trevor Project re-
cently to help remind youth that it does get 
better. If you want more information about 
the Trevor project, I encourage you to go to 
the website www.thetrevorproject.org and 
learn more about the project. Maybe you can 
encourage someone and tell them “It does in 
fact get better.”

Y o u t h 
EMPOWERMENT 
Media Campaign

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

When the topic of small-talk comes up, I 
think about that hot bear in the leather bar 
25 years ago. 

For forty-five minutes I kept wandering 
close by, but I couldn’t catch his eye. The 
whole time I was thinking “keep it simple,” 
but I wasn’t coming up with anything. What 
could I say to this guy?

I was standing behind him and about 
to give up when my eyes drifted to his butt. 
(What can I say?) I glanced at a pack of cig-
arettes in his back pocket, and I noticed my-
self thinking, “How can he sit down without 
crushing them?” I smiled, amusing myself.

The bear turned around, and as he 
passed, I lightly put the back of my hand on 
his shoulder, leaned into his ear, and I asked 
him how he avoided crushing his cigarettes 
when he sat down. He literally Laughed Out 
Loud, and he replied, “I know. Seriously!”

Now, this is not one of those “happily 
ever after” stories. In fact, I never saw the 
guy again. What I did get was 5 minutes of 
pleasant conversation and a huge boost of 
confidence about small talk.

Many years later, as a life coach, I as-
sist with small-talk skills for job interviewing 
(before the formal interview starts), business 
networking events, meeting the in-laws, sit-
ting at a bus stop, standing in line at the su-
permarket... anywhere! 

My small-talk tips can be different de-
pending on the setting, but here are some 
guidelines for chatting up someone hot at a 
party or bar:

• Don’t try to be intelligent or funny.
• Be extra moderate with your drinking.
• Remind yourself that, no matter how 

they’re acting, these people really do want 
to connect and chat. Otherwise, they would 
have stayed home on the couch.

• Keep It Simple Part I: Sometimes you 
can get things started without even talking. 
Make non-leering eye contact, nod slight-
ly, and smile. The smile should mean: “I see 
you... hello.”

• Keep It Simple Part II: Did a thought 
cross your mind about what’s going on 

around you? As long as it’s not obscene or 
complicated in any way, share it. Example: 
“How do you not crush those cigarettes 
when you sit down?”

• Keep It Simple Part III: When choosing 
initial topics of conversation, keep it brain-
dead simple: the weather, the music, the 
food, how crowded it is or isn’t, what you’re 
drinking, and so on. Stay away from current 
events until later in the conversation. Even 
then, keep it breezy.

• Let go of all expectations and just mind-
fully focus on having a few minutes of pleas-
ant chit chat. 

• Open ended questions are great: 
“How’s it going?,” “How’s your weekend 
been?,” or “Done anything fun lately?”

• Active listening helps the other per-
son feel heard, gives you something to do, 
and gives you time to relax. Active listen-
ing means eye contact, nodding, saying “uh-
huh!” saying “I see what you mean,” and ask-
ing clarifying questions.

• Brief bits of silence are OK; practice 
leaving them be. But if chatting is like pulling 
teeth or if it feels as if you’ve run out of things 
to say, then politely end the conversation.

• If you’re romantically interested, try 
brief touching in gradual steps. Start with 
a forearm or hand. If you get a smile or re-
turn touch, try a brief hand on the shoulder. 
Progress to a brief touch on the small of the 
back. Eventually, a hand left on the hip. If 
you get a neutral or bad reaction from any of 
this, stop all touching.

• Ending Well Part I: If it’s not enjoyable 
for you, move on politely and quickly. For ex-
ample: “Well, I’ll let you go now. I think I’ll 
wander a bit. Have a great evening!”

• Ending Well Part II: Even if it’s going 
well, don’t monopolize the person. It’s hotter 
to leave them wanting more. If the conver-
sation hits a natural long lull, or if it’s been 
about a 10-minute conversation, give your 
number, mention that talking was fun, invite 
the person to chat you up anytime, and move 
on. As you walk away, look back and give 
a huge smile... then, turn around and keep 
walking. I call this last part “the look-back.” 

And before wrapping up, let me brief-
ly mention rejection. We can never real-
ly know why someone is not responding to 
us... so don’t even try. Absorb the “ouch!,” 
take a deep breath, remind yourself that it 
says everything about “the connection” and 
says nothing about you, and move on to your 
next opportunity to practice becoming more 
skilled at small talk. Those interesting, more 
compatible people are just waiting for you! t

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

‘Come here often?’
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2011community bulletin board
May 20 – June 12

May 20 
– 28 

Teatro 101 
Presents The Wild 
Party 

Andrew Lippa’s 
The Wild Party, the Off-
Broadway hit musical 
based on the poem by 
Joseph Moncure March, 
captures the essence of 
a decadent and deadly 
all-night party in 1920s 
NYC. Saturdays at 8 
pm, and Sundays at 7 
pm. Perfomances at 
the Mobtown Theatre 
at Meadow Mill, 3600 
Clipper Mill Road in 
Hampden. For tick-
ets, directions, more in-
formation, visit www.
teatro101.com. Musical 
contains situations and 
language not suitable 
for children. 

May 20 
– 29 

Olney Theatre 
center Presents 
farragut north 

Helen Hayes 
Awards Recommended 
Farragut North, by 
Washington, D.C., native 
Beau Willimon, explores 
the hubris, loyalty, and 
lust for power that ac-
company the drive to 
win. Extended to May 29 
due to popular demand. 
“Farragut North is great 
political theater”-Balti-
more OUTloud. Olney 
Theatre Center (Mulitz-
Gudelsky Theatre), 2001 
Olney-Sandy Spring 
Road, Olney, MD 20832. 

Tickets $26 – $54. Box 
office: 301-924-3400; 
www.olneytheatre.org. 

May 20 – 
June 12 

spotlighters 
Theatre Presents 
Doubt: a Parable 

A gripping story by 
John Patrick Shanley 
of suspicion cast on a 
priest’s behavior that is 
less about scandal than 
about fascinatingly nu-
anced questions of mor-
al certainty. Fri & Sat 
– 8 pm / Sun – 2 pm. 
Adults $20, Seniors $18, 
Students $16. Ten Spot 
Thursday – June 9 – 8 
pm  –  Tickets just $10. 
Order online at www.
spotlighters.org. E-mail 
tickets@spotlighters.org 
for more information. 

May 20 – 
June 11 

Laurel Mill 
Playhouse Presents 
Rent

Directed by Michael 
Hartsfield, musical-
ly directed by Wes 
Livingston, choreo-
graphed by Heather 
Harris and produced 
by Maureen Rogers. 8 
p.m. Fri and Sat; 2:00 
p.m. Sun matinees (May 
29 & June 5). Laurel 
Mill Playhouse, 508 
Main St., Laurel MD. 
Tickets $15 General; 
$13 Students, Under 
18, 65+. Info: www.
laurelmillplayhouse, 
Reservations: 301-617-
9906 and press 2

May 22 
Theatre Project 

Hosts Open Marley 
night with The 
collective 

An informal dance 
performance where cho-
reographers and dance 
companies are invited 
to share work and re-
ceive immediate feed-
back from the audience. 
2 p.m. Theatre Project, 
45 W. Preston St., 
Baltimore. Tickets $5. 
Call 443-257-3844. 

May 24 
PfLaG-Baltimore 

county Meeting on 
Gay Parenting 

Panel discussion 
representing multiple 
perspectives. Dr. Ken 
Morgen, his partner Dr. 
Sam Westrick and their 
children, now 16 and 
18 are the guest speak-
ers. 7 pm-9 pm. Towson 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1710 Dulaney 
Valley Rd., Lutherville 
21093. Info: 443-255-
1484, pflagbaltimore-
county@gmail.com 

May 25 
concert for 

earthquake Relief 
Musicians of Mercy 

will be performing a bene-
fit concert for earthquake 
relief on at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Christ Episcopal 
Church, 6800 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Columbia, MD 
21045. Admission is free; 
donations are welcome. 

Proceeds will be sent to 
World Vision: Japan Quake 
and Tsunami Relief Fund 
(www.worldvison.org). 

May 28 
LGBTq social in 

Westminster 
LGBTQ Social is a 

non-religious group that 
meets monthly for the 
purpose of providing a 
safe, supportive space for 
LGBTQ folks and allies 
to socialize. This month: 
International Theme Pot 
Luck Dinner. 6 pm. St. 
Paul’s UCC Fellowship 
Hall, 17 Bond St. (Bond & 
Green Sts.), Westminster, 
MD. Info: 410-848-5975. 
info@lgbtqsocial.org, 
www.lgbtqsocial.org . 

May 28 
– 30 

44th annual Patriot-
news artsfest of 
Greater Harrisburg 

This highly juried 
event will feature over 
275 selected artists from 
across the U.S. Fine art 
and fine craft media will 
be represented including 
pottery, sculpture, photog-
raphy, blown and stained 
glass, woven goods, bas-
kets, metalwork, sculp-
ture, and jewelry, enter-
tainment. 10 a.m. – 7 
p.m. (5 p.m. on May 30). 
Riverfront Park. $5.00 ad-
mission good for all three 
days benefitting commu-
nity art projects and art 
scholarships. Children 16 
and under free. Info: www.
harrisburgarts.org. 

By Jay LOane
On an overcast Sunday, I contacted the ever busy and always on the 
move Mark Martin. Though his name may not be familiar to many of 
you, his artistic abilities are. 

Mark owns and designs jewelry for many female impersonators in the 
pageantry systems. His designs are marketed under Las Vegas Costume 
Supplies and with the many shows here in Maryland and throughout the 
U.S., U.K., Canada, and Australia, reaching him is a 
difficult task unless you can catch him in between trips.

“Mark is a very dear friend of mine for the last 
five years and is an excellent businessman,” stat-
ed Michele Leigh-Sterling, a former Miss Gay 
Pennsylvania. “As anyone can tell you, I am a jew-
elry junkie, and have bought several sets of jew-
elry from him. His designs are what we as ‘drag 
queens’ need – good quality, ‘flashy’ and reason-
ably priced. I can’t tell you enough about this per-
son. He is a valued friend and a professional busi-
nessman who values his reputation as such.” 

Mark grew up in Virginia and attended Salem 
High School. Afterward, he attended and graduat-
ed from Gupton-Jones College of Funeral Service where he studied 
Mortuary Science.

“I was a funeral director for 18 years,” he said. “In this service, 
you are the person who helps people get back to their lives. The 
most difficult time is the first three days.”

Mark has always had a belief in helping others; that’s why he was 
perfect for this job. It was through a friend’s desire to learn jewelry-
making that sparked another of Mark’s passions. “I’m been blessed 
with a creative mind,” he stated. “It’s with the making and designing 
of the jewelry that I found my niche, and I design items that appeal to 
many, are affordable, and most of all unique.”

“I have bought several pieces from Mark and love them,” com-
mented Adrian Leigh, a Baltimore performer. “They are quality made 
and when I did/do have a problem Mark was very quick to fix it. I 
know several queens who wear his work almost exclusively. If Mark 
were not the reputable businessman that he is, I’m sure he’d not 
have the following and loyalty of many of the queens as he does.” 

The accolades I received from many in the drag and female im-
personation community were glowing.

“What attracts me to Mark’s business is what Mark does as a 
business owner,” offered Tatiyanna Voche’, formerly Miss Gay Atlantic 
States America 2010. “He stands by his product and is willing to do 
anything and everything you ask. All of his products are stunning one-
of-a kind ideas that are made well and look great. He stands by his 
work and if something goes wrong (we all know how we can handle 
our jewelry from time to time ) he will be happy to fix it for you.” 

Added Eric Gabbard, Miss Gay Pennsylvania America promoter: 
“Mark’s jewelry is beautiful and made for a real queen. I have bought 
several pieces from him. He goes above and beyond for the female 
impersonators and promoters.

Mark is currently single. “Trying to find someone who wants to 
be with me for me is a difficult task. Plus, there is my schedule and 
all of the traveling I do.”

Mark is a personable gentleman with many qualities and he 
should have no trouble finding the right person especially when he 
moves to the Baltimore area later this year.

“I always find new ways to invent and reinvent myself plus I have 
a strong quest of and for life.” t

Mark Martin
PeOPLe We Like

Mark Martin
photo: Michael Serio
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THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Our 2010 survey had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 15, 2011 will be entered into a drawing to win one of  
five US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profit charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2011 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and Gay & Lesbian Consumer Index are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey® : Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefits. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also influence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and influences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and oper-
ated, independent market research and communications firm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third parties 
or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certified. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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BACKDOOR LOUNGE
BALTIMORE’S NEW GAY MALE REVUE
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 cLeaninG  BOOks & GifTs cOMPuTeR

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

 cOunseLinG

 MassaGe DenTaL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 aTTORney  Tax seRvices  TRaveL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

caLL 410-244-6780 TO aDveRTise.

 financiaL  eLecTRician

Professional services

 PeT suPPLies  suPPORT GROuP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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