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Chase Brexton 

Finds New Leader
After an extensive and relentless 
search for the appropriate candi-
date, Chase Brexton Health Ser-
vices board of directors  announced 
that Richard Larison will begin as 
chief executive officer on July 15, 
2012.

A senior health care executive 
with more than 27 years experi-
ence, Larison brings with him a 
portfolio of successful leadership 
in both domestic and international 
health care. He has lead startups 
and turned around underperforming 
organizations, effectively meeting 
financial and patient quality goals 
and objectives. 

Larison comes to Chase Brex-
ton from Johns Hopkins Medicine 
International where he is currently 
CEO for Hospital Punta Pacifica in 
Panama City, Panama. His experi-
ence as CEO and executive leader-
ship is global – reaching to Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates, where he led 
the American Hospital; Bangladesh 
and India, at Apollo Hospitals; and 
Ft. Worth, Texas, at the MD Ander-
son Cancer Network, among others.

“After conducting an extensive 
search reviewing many excellent 
candidates, the search committee 
has found the perfect leader for 
Chase Brexton,” notes Guy Van 
Tiggelen, president of the Chase 
Brexton board of directors. “We are 
excited about our future and thrilled 
to have Mr. Larison at the helm 
as we believe his experience and 
commitment match the exceptional 
qualities of Chase Brexton Health 
Services.” 

Chase Brexton is expected to 
move its Mt. Vernon headquarters 
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Evolution Complete!
BY STEVE CHARING
May 9, 2012 became an historic day for 

U.S. President has unequivocally and pub-
lically given his support for the legalization 
of same-sex marriage. While this statement 
may be symbolic and does not carry the full 

be overstated.
In an interview with Robin Roberts of 

ABC News, President Obama acknowledged 
he had believed civil unions would have been 

new level.
“I have to tell you that over the course 

of several years as I have talked to friends 
and family and neighbors when I think about 
members of my own staff who are in incred-
ibly committed monogamous relationships, 
same-sex relationships, who are raising kids 
together, when I think about those soldiers 
or airmen or marines or sailors who are out 

-

—continued on page 37
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Where San Francisco Meets Mexico
BY RODNEY BURGER 
Many years ago, I took my first trip to Mexi-
co. I went to the popular resort of Cancun. I 
was very excited to discover that there was 
a gay bar in town. I couldn’t wait to find my-
self in a room full of hot, sweaty Latin guys! 
Imagine my disappointment when the bar 
contained nothing but American tourist. I 
wrote it off as part of the “macho” culture. I 
was not okay to be gay in Mexico. 

On the week of May 2-9, 2012, I ven-
tured south of the boarder once again. This 
time I headed to the west coast of Mexico 
to the beautiful resort town of Puerto Val-
larta. Guess what? You can be gay in Mex-
ico! In fact in Puerto Vallarta you can be 
really, really gay!  

My dear friend Mr. Michigan Leather 
2004 Bob Rose had rented a stunning 
villa in the hills of Puerto Vallarta. Three 

men owned it from back in Michigan. He 
gathered a collection of friends from all 
over. There were seven of us. Sir Steve 
and I were delighted to be included. The 
house was a four-story structure with a 
pool and views that stretched all the way 
to the ocean. It even came with a cook and 
a maid. Although the villa was up a hill, it 
was still within walking distance to the bars 
and the beach. (That climb at the end of 
the night could be murder- but it was the 
perfect way to work off all of those beers!) 

A great way to get to know people and 
find many of the fun places in PV is to take 
the Gay Vallarta Bar-Hopping Tour. The 
tour is held on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings and begins at 7:45 p.m. in the lobby 
of the Hotel Mercurio. This is a quaint gay 
hotel with a nice bar and pool in the atrium. 

Obama switches on gay marriage
Richard Larison
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strained, even now that ‘don’t ask don’t tell’ 
is gone, because they are not able to commit 
themselves in a marriage, at a certain point 
I’ve just concluded that for me personally it is 
important for me to go ahead and affirm that I 
think same sex couples should be able to get 
married,” the president said.

Most observers speculated that Vice 
President Joe Biden’s comments on Meet 
the Press three days earlier pushed the 
president in making this move now. On that 
broadcast, Mr. Biden said that he was per-
fectly “comfortable” with gay people being 
married. 

“I am vice president of the United States 
of America,” Biden replied to a question 
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 NEWS // NATIONAL
EVOLUTION COMPLETE! 
– continued from front page posed by David Gregory. “The president 

sets the policy. I am absolutely comfortable 
with the fact that men marrying men, women 
marrying women, and heterosexual men and 
women marrying another are entitled to the 
same exact rights, all the civil rights, all the 
civil liberties. And quite frankly, I don’t see 
much of a distinction – beyond that.”

For his part, the president indicated that 
his announcement was going to take place in 
the near future. “I had already made a deci-
sion that we were going to take this position 
before the election and before the conven-
tion,” Mr. Obama said on ABC the next day. 
“He probably got out a little bit over his skis, 
but out of a generosity of spirit.… Would I 
have preferred to have done this in my own 
way, on my own terms without there being a 
lot of notice to everybody, sure.”

This occurred a day after voters in North 
Carolina – a battleground state in the upcom-
ing presidential election – resoundingly voted 
by a 22-point margin to forever ban marriage 
for same-sex couples and as well as civil 
unions.

As portions of the broadcast were re-
leased by ABC, within minutes leaders of 
LGBT organizations and elected officials 
commended the president for this statement 
that many viewed as courageous, overdue 
and in some quarters, even risky.

“Today, President Obama affirmed that for 
a people of many different faiths – a people 
who are committed to the principle of religious 
freedom – the way forward is always to be 
found through greater respect for the equal 
rights and human dignity of all,” said Gover-
nor Martin O’Malley, who on March 1 signed 
into law a bill that legalizes same-sex mar-

riage in Maryland. “In Maryland, we agree.”
Chad Griffin, the incoming president of 

the Human Rights Campaign released the 
following statement: “If you are one of those 
who care about this issue, you will not forget 
where you were when you saw the president 
deliver those remarks. Regardless of how old 
you are, it’s the first time you have ever seen 
a president of the United States look into a 
camera and say that a gay person should be 
treated equally under the law. The message 
that that sends, to a young gay or transgen-
dered person struggling to come out, is life 
changing.”

Carrie Evans, the executive director for 
Equality Maryland said, “The President came 
out in support of the freedom to marry for 
same-sex couples. Although this statement 
does not undo the results of [the] vote in 
North Carolina, it does provide us with hope 
– the hope that people’s hearts and minds 
can evolve on this issue. Though this evolu-
tion may not always be on the timetable we 
would devise, we must embrace this historic 
declaration by President Obama.

In 1996, Obama indicated support in a 
questionnaire, then reversed course in his 
2004 Senate race, and in 2008, he argued 
for civil unions. In February 2011, President 
Obama instructed the Justice Department to 
no longer defend the constitutionality of the 
Defense of Marriage Act, or DOMA, the legal 
prohibition on federal recognition of same-
sex marriages.

To the frustration of marriage equality ac-
tivists, Mr. Obama maintained that his posi-
tion on marriage equality is “evolving.” With 
the president’s historic public statement on 
May 9, the evolution is complete. t

BY STEVE CHARING
According to the Maryland Marriage Al-
liance, the petition drive to overturn the 
Civil Marriage Protection Act, signed 
into law on March 1 by Governor Martin 
O’Malley, has reached the halfway mark, 
gathering over 30,000 signatures so far. 
“The effort continues, but this a great 
moment, and one that obviously we are 
building on,” said Kathy Dempsey, com-
munications director for the Maryland 
Catholic Conference. The Maryland Mar-
riage Alliance is leading the referendum 
effort along with the Maryland Catholic 
Conference.

Under Maryland’s election law, 
55,736 valid signatures are needed to 
place the referendum on the ballot. The 
law requires that one-third of that number 
be filed with the State Board of Elections 
by May 31, with the remaining number to 
be submitted by June 30. 

“We have been extremely happy with 
the enthusiastic support of voters to stop 
the redefinition of marriage in its tracks,” 
said Maryland Marriage Alliance execu-
tive director Derek McCoy in a statement. 
“In the 31 states to consider the marriage 
issue, 31 times voters have rejected 
same-sex marriage and reaffirmed the 
definition of marriage as a union between 
one man and one woman,” “We are con-
fident that Maryland voters will have this 
opportunity in November, and that they 
will act on it.” t

Marriage 
Opponents 

Halfway There
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THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Recent surveys have had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 30, 2012 will be entered into a drawing to win one of 
fi ve US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profi t charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2012 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and LGBT Market Research & Development Lab are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey®: Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefi ts. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also infl uence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and infl uences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and 
operated, independent market research and communications fi rm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third 
parties or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certifi ed. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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 NEWS // LOCAL

BY STEVE CHARING
In the wake of President Obama’s revela-
tion on May 9 that he supports marriage 
equality, a number of elected officials and 
leaders of LGBT organizations weighed in.

Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley: 
“Today, President Obama affirmed that for 
a people of many different faiths – a peo-
ple who are committed to the principle of 
religious freedom – the way forward is al-
ways to be found through greater respect 
for the equal rights and human dignity of 
all,” said Governor Martin O’Malley. In 
Maryland, we agree.”

Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawl-
ings-Blake: “This afternoon, President 
Obama boldly voiced his support for 
marriage equality. I am grateful that the 
President added his voice to the millions 
of Americans who are fighting to ensure 
all people and families are treated equal-
ly under the law. This year, Governor 
O’Malley signed legislation to expand the 
rights and responsibilities of marriage to 
all Marylanders. President Obama’s state-
ment today reinforces our argument that 
marriage strengthens society and protects 
children.”

Evan Wolfson, founder and presi-
dent, Freedom to Marry: “Today, Presi-
dent Obama added his voice to the grow-
ing chorus of Americans who believe that 
all loving and committed couples should 
share equally in the freedom to marry. 
Like so many others who have made this 
journey – from Bill Clinton to Laura Bush, 
most recently Vice President Biden, and a 
majority of the American people – Presi-
dent Obama has come to know loving and 
committed gay couples.” 

Joe Solmonese, president, Human 
Rights Campaign: “Our families deserve 
nothing less than the equal respect and 
recognition that comes through marriage. 
President Obama’s time in office has 
shown that our nation can move beyond 
its shameful history of discrimination and 
injustice.”

Chad Griffin, incoming president, 
Human Rights Campaign: “Regardless 
of how old you are, it’s the first time you 
have ever seen a president of the U.S. 
look into a camera and say that a gay per-
son should be treated equally under the 
law. The message that that sends, to a 
young gay or transgendered person strug-
gling to come out, is life changing.”

Trevor Ankeny, board president, 
GLCCB: “The president of the United 

States supporting marriage equality is an 
amazing and historic event. Regardless of 
his timing or even his political motivations, 
this is a truly momentous occasion.” 

Carrie Evans, executive director, 
Equality Maryland: “The President came 
out in support of the freedom to marry for 
same-sex couples. Although this state-
ment does not undo the results of [the] 
vote in North Carolina, it does provide us 
with hope – the hope that people’s hearts 
and minds can evolve on this issue. And 
though this evolution may not always be 
on the timetable we would devise, we 
must embrace this historic declaration by 
President Obama.”

Sharon Brackett, board chair, Gen-
der Rights Maryland: “We are very 
pleased to hear the President’s views on 
same-sex marriage. The reality is this has 
impact on any trans person who is mar-
ried today, or contemplating marriage in 
the future.”

Lea Gilmore, founder, Maryland 
Black Family Alliance: “This is a mo-
mentous occasion that should not be di-
minished in any way. I am proud that the 
President of the United States has clearly 
stated his beliefs that gays and lesbians 
have the right to marriage. After years of 
‘evolving’, he has evolved on the side of 
fairness and justice. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.”

Mark Patro, president, PFLAG-Bal-
timore County: “President Obama has 
shown his courage in evolving as a public 
figure on same-sex marriage while main-
taining respect and dignity for both his of-
fice and the LGBT community. We applaud 
his leadership on this issue.”

Dwayne Jenkins, International Fed-
eration of Black Prides: “As he has done 
on so many other important and historical 
occasions during his political career and 
his first term, President Obama has again 
shown America the promise of possibility 
and equality by coming out in support of 
marriage equality.”

Mary Ellen Russell, executive direc-
tor, Maryland Catholic Conference: “For 
us in Maryland, the vote on marriage this 
November has nothing to do with politics. 
It will be a vote on the issue of marriage 
itself.”

Mitt Romney, presumptive Repub-
lican presidential nominee: “I have the 
same view on marriage that I had when I 
was governor. I believe marriage is a rela-
tionship between a man and a woman.” t

Leaders Respond to 
Obama’s Announcement

2nd AnnuAl ChesApeAke pride river Cruise 
Proceeds benefit Chesapeake Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 23, 6-8 p.m.
(Boarding @ 5:30 • Rain Date June 30) 

Scenic sunset cruise 
aboard the “Richard Lee” 

Departing from Discovery Village 
Marina, 4800 Atwell Road,  

Shady Side, MD 
Donation: $40/person.  

AdvAnce purchASe OnLY 
Purchase online at 

chesapeakepridefestival.org 
Heavy Hors D’oeuvres Served

Cash Bar Available. 

Movie night FundrAiser:
The Adventures of  

Pricilla, Queen of the Desert 
Proceeds benefit Chesapeake Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 2, 7 p.m. 
YMcA camp Letts (Boathouse) 

4009 Camp Letts Road Edgewater, MD 21037 
Must be 18 years of age to attend,  

21 to consume alcohol 
Donation: $10 in advance, $12 at the door 

Tickets purchased online:  
chesapeakepridefestival.org 

Free Popcorn & Soft Drinks • Cash Bar • Come Dressed as Your “Favorite Queen!”

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.M. 
Mayo Beach park, 4150 honeysuckle dr., edgewater, Md 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.M. 
Mayo Beach Park, 4150 Honeysuckle Dr., Edgewater, MD 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events
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CHASE BREXTON 
FINDS NEW LEADER

– continued from front page 

and clinic into state of the art facilities in 
2013 at the Monumental Life Building pur-
chased in 2011 under the interim leader-
ship of Dan Neumeister. 

During the past year of his term as in-
terim CEO with Chase Brexton, Neumeis-
ter has overseen growth in the number of 
patients served, as well as provided lead-

ership as the organization pursues a high-
er level of integrated patient care as a Pa-
tient Centered Medical Home. Neumeister 
will continue as interim CEO until Larison’s 
arrival in July.

Chase Brexton has served the LGBT 
community since 1978, providing a range 
of clinical services from primary medical 
care to behavioral health services to phar-
macy, among others. It currently operates 
four centers located in Baltimore City, Bal-
timore County, Howard County and Talbot 
County. For more information, visit Chase-
Brexton.org. t

 NEWS // LOCAL

BY STEVE CHARING 
On May 5, the culmination of two years of 
planning and persistence took place as 
the Gay & Lesbian Community Center of 
Baltimore (GLCCB) opened its doors to 
The Den, Baltimore’s all-volunteer LGBTQ 
Youth Center. According to the organiza-
tion’s website (Theden-

bal t imore.org) , 
“The Den will 

serve as a 
safe space 
for Balti-
more’s LG-
BTQ ado-

lescents and 
young adults 

ages 13-24 
with reliable, 

cu l tur- ally competent, high 
quality services that will aid in their social, 
physical, mental, scholastic and career de-
velopment.”

Kalima Young, a professor and activist, 
is chair of steering committee for The Den. 
“It is critical that we make youth a priority 
in the LGBTQ movement. For far too long 
LGBTQ youth have suffered from our un-
willingness as adults to address structural 
issues such as poverty, classicism, racism 
and sexism in the LGBTQ community that 
directly impacts where and how youth ex-
perience the LGBTQ community,” she told 
Baltimore OUTloud.

Prior to May 5, The Den was set up as 
a roving project that offered safe events at 
various venues for young people. Now it 
has a home at the GLCCB’s Chase Street 
building. On opening day, 25 youth and 

volunteers showed up to help create a float 
for the Pride Parade in Baltimore. The Den 
will continue to be open on Saturdays from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. leading up to Pride to work 
on the float. Also, every other month on 
Saturdays the community may join in the 
steering committee meetings.

“With The Den opening its doors on 
May 5, we are hoping to take that first step 
in Baltimore to address these structural 
challenges,” Young explained. “The Den 
will provide a space for youth throughout 
the city to establish healthy relationships 
with their peers, experience safe mentor-
ship with adults, receive access to com-
petent mental and physical health screen-
ings, access tutoring help when needed 
and experience social and cultural enrich-
ment opportunities. All of these services 
are designed to support and strengthen 
the next generation of LGBTQ youth in 
Baltimore.”

Fusion Partnerships is the fiscal spon-
sor for The Den. They are currently raising 
funds to hire a coordinator. t

PFLAG Westminster-Carroll County (Par-
ents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays) – will present a 
panel discussion con-
sisting of same-gen-
der and heterosexual 
couples. All meetings 
are free, confidential 
and open to the public 
with activities for chil-
dren. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

What: PFLAG Westminster-Carroll 
County General Meeting 

When: May 20 at 5 p.m. 
Where: Fellowship Hall, St. Paul’s 

United Church of Christ, 17 Bond St. (at 
Corner of Green St.), Westminster, MD 
21157 

Contact: June Horner, 410-795-2418, 
e-mail: junehorner@gmail.com. 

The program will feature a panel pre-
sentation on marriage equality. Several 
couples – gay and straight – will participate 
and will discuss why marriage is important 
to them. A general discussion and Q & A 
session will follow. Information on the legal 
rights of married couples will be available 
as well. 

On March 1, Governor Martin O’Malley 

signed into law the Civil Marriage Protec-
tion Act, which allows same-gender cou-
ples to legally marry in Maryland effective 
January 2013. The law also protects reli-
gious institutions from being forced to of-
ficiate ceremonies involving same-gender 
couples. Opponents of the law are cur-
rently gathering signatures to petition the 
measure to referendum. If that effort is 
successful, it will be put before the voters 
in November. 

The chapter is also asking PFLAG 
members to bring a friend to the meeting 
who had never previously attended. t

BY TOM BONDERENKO   
Last summer Moveable Feast chosen from 
more than 25 nonprofits who were inter-
viewed in Baltimore to be part of a docu-
mentary film, America Works.  In the final 
taping it was revealed to us that it was in 
fact a taping of 
ABC’s show Se-
cret Millionaire 
( A b c . g o . c o m /
shows/secret -
millionaire).

While I am 
not yet free to reveal the secret millionaire, 
I am thrilled to announce that Moveable 
Feast will be featured on this national tele-
vision show, along with one other nonprofit 
organization, and one community-based 
initiative in Baltimore, with whom we work 
very closely.

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for us to have national recognition for the 
life-saving work we do each day. 

The Den Opens 
Doors to LGBT Youth

PFLAG to Host 
Marriage Equality 

Panel

Moveable Feast 
to be Featured on 
‘Secret Millionaire’

Tune into Secret Millionaire beginning 
Sunday, June 3 at 8 p.m. and watch the 
series. 

We will be planning a “viewing event” 
for August 26, so that we all have an op-
portunity to be together to recognize and 
celebrate our secret millionaire! t

Tom Bonderenko is the executive di-
rector of Moveable Feast 

OUTloudAN INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

Baltimore

The owners of Baltimore OUTloud extend our warmest appreciation to our readers, staff 

and others who have supported and made our paper the success it is. We look forward 

to serving the community another year when we will celebrate our tenth anniversary.
Our warmest affection,Jim Becker and Jim Williams,Publishers
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ments of support. Hansen, whose union 
represents 1.3 million workers primarily in 
the food processing and retail industries, 
is a longtime supporter of LGBT rights. 
‘Marriage equality is an economic justice 
issue and a social justice issue – and that 
makes it a union issue,’ he said. Cohen 
also noted that his union has supported 
marriage equality for almost a decade. 
‘Nearly ten years ago, CWA convention 
delegates called for full and equal rights in-
cluding civil marriage, pointing out that far 
too many benefits and protections of civil 
marriage are denied to people on the basis 
of sexual orientation,’ he said. CWA repre-
sents more than half a million workers in 
the telephone, newspaper, and broadcast-
ing industries. (Seattle Gay News – Mike 
Andrew at Sgn.org)

Ousted Iowa 
justices receive 
JFK Courage award
Boston, MA – The JFK Library Founda-
tion’s Profiles in Courage Awards are pre-
sented annually to public servants who 
have made courageous decisions of con-
science without regard for the personal or 
professional consequences. Three former 
Iowa Supreme Court justices were recog-
nized with an award that usually goes to 
legislative officials from around the world, 
but the awards committee made an excep-
tion this year. The justices were part of the 
unanimous Iowa high court that said in a 
landmark 2009 ruling, “Civil marriage must 
be judged under our constitutional stan-
dards of equal protection and not under 
religious doctrines or the religious views 
of individuals. This approach does not dis-
respect or denigrate the religious views of 
many Iowans who may strongly believe in 
marriage as a dual-gender union, but con-
siders, as we must, only the constitutional 
rights of all people, as expressed by the 

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

Major unions back 
Obama on marriage 
equality 
Washington, 
D.C. – Within 
hours of Presi-
dent Obama’s 
historic May 
9 statement 
on marriage 
equality, the 
heads of a 
number of 
major labor 
unions an-
nounced their backing for his position. 
AFL-CIO President Rich Trumka said his 
union federation was ‘proud’ to support 
equality. “Working people believe in equal-
ity and fairness and that’s why we are hap-
py to stand with millions of Americans and 
with President Obama in supporting mar-
riage equality,” Trumka said. “LGBT work-
ing people face numerous inequities in the 
workplace and in society as they struggle 
to care for their families. Civil unions do 
not guarantee the 1,138 rights, benefits, 
and responsibilities that are triggered by 
the word ‘marriage’ under federal law. 
Most important, we should respect and 
honor our friends, neighbors, and family 
members who want to take care of their 
families and their loved ones – whatever 
their sexual orientation. We are proud to 
come together for a more just America,” he 
added

Mary Kay Henry, an out Lesbian and 
president of SEIU – the largest union not 
affiliated with the AFL-CIO – also cel-
ebrated Obama’s announcement. ‘Earlier 
today, President Obama joined a host of 
faith, civil rights, business, and political 
leaders who have publicly voiced their 
support of marriage equality,’ she said. 
The president’s support comes at a critical 
moment as the rights of LGBT people are 
under legislative attack in Minnesota, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, and elsewhere…. 
The president understands what we do – 
marriage equality is about family, commu-
nity, love, and justice, she said. Noting the 
flurry of attacks on LGBT rights in North 
Carolina and other states, Henry added 
that ‘we cannot live up to our promise as a 
nation until we extend equal rights to all.’ 
SEIU represents some 1.8 million workers 
in health care, janitorial services, and the 
public sector. 

UFCW president Joe Hansen, CWA 
president Larry Cohen, and AFSCME pres-
ident Gerald McEntee also issued state-

Obama and AFL-
CIO President Rich 
Trumka

Awardees David Baker, Michael Streit 
and Marsha Ternus

promise of equal protection for all.” 
The three former justices who were 

honored in Boston May 7 – David Baker, 
Michael Streit and Marsha Ternus – had 
the bad fortune to be the first three who 
were up for a retention vote by the people 
of Iowa. National anti-gay forces poured 
millions into the state and marshaled an 
unprecedented scare campaign against 
the three justices. It worked. All three lost 
their seats, something they knew might 
happen when the ruling was made public. 
It’s saying something that every justice de-
cided they would be willing to lose a seat 
on the highest court in their state, just to 
prove that the law should apply to every-
one equally.

As Caroline Kennedy reminded ev-
eryone at the ceremony, “{j}ust as judges 
stood firm for civil rights 50 years ago, 
Marsha Ternus, David Baker and Michael 
Streit, their colleagues on the Iowa Su-
preme Court, and dozens of other public 
servants all across the country – legisla-
tors, governors, mayors, city councilors 
and judges – have put their own careers 
on the line to uphold the rule of law and 
extend the fundamental promise of equal 
rights to same-sex couples.” That was an 
amazing moment. In that library, giving out 
that award, to those Iowa justices – some 
of whom at first found the gay marriage is-
sue to be a little foreign – who spoke of 
the epiphany many of them felt as they 
examined the case. Their eyes were also 
opened to the raw hatred of some of the 
other side. (Bay Windows – Jeff Epperly at 
Baywindows.com)

Arizona gay 
campers to hold 
twice yearly event
Bartlett Lake, AZ – More than 100 Valley 
campers are expected attend the Bartlett 
Lake Bash weekend, a gay camping event 
that has become a spring and fall tradi-
tion. The Bartlett Bash will be May 18-20 at 
Bartlett Lake in the Tonto National Forest. 
The event started more than 20 years ago 
with a few friends and has grown to include 
more than 250 “Bashers” who follow the 
event’s Facebook page.

Troy Julius created a website that cel-
ebrates the event. “The original owners of 
Apollo’s Lounge had a boat ... and some-
one had the idea at the bar and it just grew,” 
Julius said. “It’s a great social event and 
you’re getting away from the norm, into 
a different environment.” Campers bring 
tents, RVs and Jet Skis, and even play ping 
pong during the weekend at the lake. The 

event, held the third weekend of May and 
September, just seems to happen every 
year by word-of-mouth. There is no orga-
nization, leader or sponsor. “It’s not spon-
sored or run by anyone because of liability. 
Everyone is responsible for themselves,” 
Julius said. The only cost to campers in-
volves buying a Tonto National Forest pass.

Julius, a web designer, said he creat-
ed the Bartlett Bash 
website more than a 
decade ago to keep 
the social event go-
ing. On the site, 
campers can create 
profiles with pictures 
and other details, 
such as if they want 

to carpool. The website recently showed 
profiles from 118 couples and 174 single 
campers. “Some have used it for dating,” 
Julius acknowledged. Julius said the Bash 
is special because it attracts all kinds of 
people. “It’s not complicated, it’s just a 
good time,” he said. (Echo Magazine – Ray 
Parker at Echomag.com)

Trans man 
who gave birth 
separates from wife
Phoenix, AZ – Thomas Beatie, a female-
to-male transgender who became known 
as the world’s first man to give birth, has 
separated from his wife of nine years. 
Beatie, his wife Nancy and their three chil-
dren moved to Phoenix in 2010 from Bend, 
Ore. Nancy was originally from Phoenix.

The breakup was first revealed by 
Beatie during the taping of the syndicated 
TV show The Doctors, which aired May 7. 
He also said 
that he has 
u n d e r g o n e 
final gender 
reassignment 
surgery.

Beatie, 38, 
had legally 
switched to a 
male identity 
while preserv-
ing female reproductive organs. When 
Nancy was no longer able to get pregnant 
following a hysterectomy, Beatie interrupt-
ed testosterone treatments to become ar-
tificially inseminated. The news of his first 
pregnancy made headlines in 2007 when 
photos were released of his pregnant belly. 
He wrote the book Labor of Love, The Sto-
ry of One Man’s Extraordinary Pregnancy. 
(Echo Magazine at Echomag.com)

Thomas Beatie and family
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Unlike GOP, Texas 
Dems for US Senate 
favor gay marriage
Dallas, TX – While four names will appear 
on the Democratic ballot for U.S. Senate, 
only two candidates are actively mounting 
a statewide campaign. Paul Sadler, 56, is a 
former state representative from East Tex-
as. Sean Hubbard, 30, of Dallas is seeking 
public office for the first time. The winner 
of the primary will try to become the first 
Democrat to win a statewide race since 
1994, in the race to replace retiring Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Dallas.

“The more established part of the 
party is pro-Sadler,” Stonewall Democrats 
of Dallas President Omar Narvaez said. 
“Those of us who are non-conformist are 
pro-Sean.” Both are solid on LGBT issues, 
although Sadler’s views have evolved 
since he first served in the House. Former 
state Rep. Harryette Ehrhardt, a pioneer-
ing LGBT ally, said she’s a big supporter 
of Sadler. Ehrhardt said when she served 
in the Legislature, he was always some-
one she relied on for advice. “He was a 
great leader,” she said. “In the early ’90s, 
it wasn’t popular to support hate crimes 
[legislation].” Sadler was a co-sponsor of a 
gay-inclusive hate crimes bill in 1999 and 
2001, when it finally passed. But Sadler’s 
position on other LGBT issues seems to 
have evolved. In a 1998 he did not sup-
port job discrimination protection for LGBT 
people or same-sex marriages?” Now he 
favors both.

Hubbard said he’s the candidate who’s 
been consistent on LGBT issues. He calls 
the issue of marriage equality personal. 
Because his wife is Asian, he said he would 
have been denied the right to marry her 
in some states before the 1967 Loving v. 
Virginia decision. “And I’m the only person 
who can get Democrats excited,” he said. 
All four of the major GOP candidates have 

indicated that they oppose both same-sex 
marriage and civil unions. (Dallas Voice – 
David Taffet at Dallasvoice.com)

Pride Asia to hold 
first ever Pacific 
heritage celebration
Seattle, WA – Advocates, entertainers, 
and organizers from the Seattle-area Asian 
and Pacific Islander (API) communities 
and their allies have scheduled the first-
ever Pride Asia event at Hing Hay Park in 
the heart of the Chinatown/International 
District of Seattle, on Saturday, June 23, 
from noon to 6 p.m. 

“It is our hope to celebrate the diversity 
and culture of our LGBT communities with 
this event,” said Seattle API officials in a 
statement. 

Aleksa Manila, host and co-organiz-
er of this first annual event, Pride Asia, 
moved to the U.S. in 1995 from Manila, 
Philippines, with her family to continue 
with college. 

Now 36 years old and one of Seattle’s 
most recognizable entertainers, Manila 
told Seattle Gay News that the group of 
individuals working on this project are “a 
very important collective” working to ‘cre-
ate safe space for all LGBT Asians and 
Asian Americans in the Northwest to raise 
awareness of the LGBT cause among API 
individuals, families, and communities.” 

“As with most cultures, and although it 
varies from country to country,’ she said, 
‘family culture is a very important aspect 
of API identity. Couple that with LGBT is-
sues like coming out, faith / spirituality / 
religion, and self-esteem – the issues for 
Queer APIs can be overwhelming, and 
sometimes devastating.” 

Victor Loo, director of recovery servic-
es at Asian Counseling and Referral Ser-
vice, said, “Pride Asia is an event where 
we can show that API LGBT individuals are 
creative and resilient people who are out 
and proud, just like you.” 

Loo came to the U.S. in 2000 after re-
ceiving the chance to further his education 
in social and human services. 

“I immigrated from Singapore to the 
U.S. to find a place where I can feel lib-
erated to be who I am and be truthful to 
myself, since being gay is not only a taboo 
in my home country, but it is also illegal. To 
my understanding, there isn’t an organized 
entity that unites API LGBTs and allies in 
Washington state, and hopefully this event 
will not only generate more awareness to 
the public through an interactive and fun 

way, but will also become a venue where 
API LGBTs and allies can gather to en-
hance and strengthen our community net-
work.” (Seattle Gay News – Shaun Knittel 
at Sgn.org)

New male birth 
control pill may 
help stop HIV
Seattle, WA – Male birth control. Aside 
from condoms and vasectomies, you’re 
probably asking yourself why you never 
hear of this and why is it relevant to the 
LGBT community? Still in the early stages 
of research, non-hormonal birth-control 
methods designed for men could make 
birth control for straight couples a lot 
simpler. Men could pick up the slack and 
women could finally stop taking the pill, 
with its plethora of hormonal effects that 
can cause nausea, dizziness, depression, 
and even de-creased sex drive. 

One new method of male birth control, 
now dubbed the ‘clean sheets’ pill, could 
theoretically halt HIV transmission. How-
ever, it is important to note that as promis-

ing as this looks, it’s all hypothetical right 
now. The scientific minds behind RISUG, 
another male birth control method already 
patented in the United States but not yet 
FDA-approved, are working on the clean 
sheets pill. The new pill totally inhibits the 
release of semen by relaxing the longitu-
dinal muscles of the Wolffian duct system 
while permitting the circular muscles to 
contract. Thus, the circular muscles clamp 
down on the lax longitudinal muscles car-
rying sperm. All fluids are stopped before 
emission, and are recycled by the body 
normally. It doesn’t stop the orgasm; it just 
stops the release of fluid. 

This obviously is going to turn off a lot 
of gay men as a potential way to halt HIV 
transmission, but if the clean sheets pill is 
found after trials to work, not only could it 
serve as a temporary way to deal with HIV 
transmission, but it could lead to a perma-
nent and more likeable solution. Dr. Nnae-
meka Amobi and Dr. Christopher Smith, the 
inventors of the pill, expect to reach 100% 
efficacy, but because of funding problems, 
they can’t move forward at this time. Money 
set aside for contraceptive research is very 
limited, but for HIV transmission prevention, 
there’s nothing like it. t (Seattle Gay News 
– James Whitely at Sgn.org)

BEYOND THE BELTWAY
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In a column I wrote over six weeks ago, 
“Game Changer-in-Chief,” I indicated 
that there was at least a 50-50 chance 
the Obama would come out for marriage 
equality before the election and it could 
help in thwarting a referendum attempt by 
marriage equality opponents.

As we are now learning, Obama had 
already completed his evolution on mar-
riage for same-sex couples months ago 
and was planning to make the announce-
ment probably right before the Democratic 
Convention in September. However, that 
decision to go public was accelerated 
by Vice President Biden’s declaration on 

Meet the Press that he is “absolutely com-
fortable” with marriage equality.

Although not on the schedule of his 
choice, the president made his historic 
announcement on May 9 (see front page 
story). It was met with enormous enthu-
siasm from important components of the 
Democratic base: gays and lesbians, vot-
ers under 40, college educated, subur-
ban women, Hollywood types, and yes, 
independents who lean towards marriage 
equality. 

Lacking the same level of enthusiasm 
this cycle that was evident in 2008, the 
revelation was the perfect catalyst to inject 
much needed fervor into the 2012 cam-
paign. Immediate tangible results followed: 
the president raised around $15 million at 
a Hollywood fundraiser hosted by George 
Clooney the next night.

It is unclear how the risks and rewards 
will eventually play out with the election 
less than six months away. Some have 
speculated this announcement may cost 
Obama among working class voters in 
some battleground states. I disagree. 

This election will be about the economy 
unless some international event changes 
the trajectory. And Obama’s public support 
for marriage equality will continue to gen-
erate passion, which not only translates 
into dollars raised but also adds volunteers 

How Will Obama’s 
Support Play 
in Maryland?

and “boots on the ground” to execute an 
already formidable ground plan.

How this news will play out in Maryland 
during the near-certain referendum battle 
in Maryland is also murky. Polls don’t offer 
many clues as the voters in the Free State 
are virtually split on the question of mar-
riage equality. But with Obama being the 
first black president of the U.S., there is a 
unique dynamic to consider.

For the earlier column, I did receive 
some insight as a result of polling data 
from OpinionWorks. African-Americans 
who comprise nearly 30 
percent of the state’s 
population are more 
inclined to vote against 
marriage equality in 
a referendum. And it 
is expected that with 
Obama on the ballot in 
November, higher than 
normal turnout among 
African-Americans is a 
slam-dunk. 

The independent 
survey taken in mid-
March reveals that in 
Baltimore City, the state’s most populous 
jurisdiction, voters oppose marriage equal-
ity 49 to 35 percent. And among African-
Americans statewide, those who oppose 
the law outweigh supporters by a margin 
of 48 to 29 percent.

Those are big deficits to overcome. The 
Maryland Marriage Alliance who is partner-
ing with the Maryland Catholic Conference 
has reached the halfway point in obtaining 
the requisite number of valid signatures 
to place the issue of marriage equality 
on the ballot in November. Many African-
American pastors are aligned with this or-
ganization and have used their churches 
to distribute petitions to volunteers and to 
conduct training.

Steve Raabe, President of Opinion-
Works told me in late March that if Presi-
dent Obama were to publicly embrace 
marriage equality, it could influence those 
African-Americans who are “soft” on the is-
sue.

“It is likely that people with the stron-
gest feelings on this issue have already 
declared

themselves, so that the referendum 
battle will be waged over the small num-
ber in the middle who may be coming out 
to vote in the presidential race, but for 
whom this issue is not do or die,” Raabe 
explained.

Still, there needs to be a plan in place 
to target those “soft” voters within the Afri-
can-American community. Such a plan has 
not yet been publicly articulated to those 
who are seeking marriage equality. A lack 
of outreach to African-American voters in 

California has been cited as one of the fac-
tors in the Proposition 8 debacle in 2008. 
History must not be allowed to repeat itself 
in Maryland. The persuadable “soft” voters 
should be targeted with a robust education 
campaign.

The Maryland Black Family Alliance 
(MBFA) met in late April with Josh Levin, 
the new campaign manager for Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality, to discuss a 
strategy for reaching out to African-Ameri-
can voters, particularly in Baltimore. Some 
who attended that meeting, however, 

voiced concerns 
that a clear plan 
has not yet been 
formulated. 

Levin did not 
respond to mul-
tiple requests to 
go on record to 
alleviate those 
concerns. 

N o n e t h e -
less, Lea Gilm-
ore, a founder 
of MBFA, who 
did not attend 

that particular meeting but participated in 
a follow-up meeting stated: “The MBFA is 
looking forward to working closely with ref-
erendum Campaign Manager Josh Levin 
and the marriage coalition. We will be an 
active, necessary and informative part of 
the campaign and have been assured no 
less. Maintaining and gaining more Afri-
can-American support is crucial to a win. 
Of course, there have been missteps in 
the past, but we are looking forward and 
will work in partnership to ensure that our 
LGBT brothers and sisters retain the legal 
right to marry in Maryland.”

As the clock ticks down towards the 
election, a considerable amount of work 
remains. 

What marriage equality advocates 
need to do is frame the issue as one of 
“equal rights,” not “civil rights,” The use of 
the latter term has been a key obstacle in 
winning over African-Americans. 

In addition, emphasis must be made 
that religious institutions are protected by 
the law. Some are still suspicious that they 
will be forced to officiate same-sex unions. 
And according to the above poll, those who 
attend church once a week – regardless of 
race – oppose same-sex marriage by 58 
per cent to 28 percent. 

President Obama’s announcement 
could provide cover to those who are not 
deeply religious and may now find a reason 
to vote against the referendum. A fresh, 
new independent poll will offer us more in-
sight into the prospects, but a strategy that 
is shared with the LGBT community must 
be in place and soon. t

Steve Charing
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After Erica’s first attempt at transitioning, 
she lost her well-paying job, was divorced, 
and lost all of her savings in a failed busi-
ness venture. She thought to try living as 
a male, one more time. She was not suc-
cessful at that, and now lives full time as a 
woman, happy at last. That was 20 years 
ago. This is the saga of her “manly” ad-
venture.

Unable to find employment in her field 
and about to be evicted she took up work 
in construction. She was at the bottom 
of the totem pole, working for minimum 
wage, unloading trucks. Weighing it at 128 
pounds, “Eric” was the natural choice to 
climb into the top of the shipping contain-
ers to retrieve 120-pound boxes of steel 
fixtures from the nose of the containers. 
This involved crawling to the front of the 
container, where the August outdoor heat 
was 98 degrees. Eric never ventured to 
guess what the heat was at the nose of the 
container.

On Eric’s first day of work the project 
coordinator laughed, “Those pants won’t 
last very long,” he said. Eric was wear-
ing Armani slacks, he owned no jeans. He 
wore an 18kt gold Patek Philippe watch. 
Though worth more than a Rolex, it resem-
bled a Timex and went unnoticed. Eric was 
out of place.

A few weeks into the project coordina-
tor asked Eric, “Come on, what are you 
doing here? You don’t belong here, what’s 
the catch?”

Eric, feeling mischievous that day, said, 
“I’m working on my doctorate in sociology.” 
He quoted Levi Straus, the anthropolo-
gist, not the jeans manufacturer. Eric said 
that he was studying male troop-bonding 
in primitive cultures, quoting the French 
anthropologist, Lévy-Bruhl, he said, “The 
primitive mentality is a condition of the hu-
man mind, and not a stage in its historical 
development.”

It was a big fib, but James, the proj-
ect coordinator, swallowed it. They went 
out drinking that night and male-bonded. 
This was really quite liberating for Eric. He 
could play at being male much better than 
real males because nothing could threaten 
his masculinity. His “masculinity” was a 
farce, an actor upon a stage.

Shirley, an attractive woman who 

worked in the building where the construc-
tion was taking place, took notice of Eric. 
She was a foreword woman, and invited 
Eric to dinner. Eric accepted. He offered to 
bring a bottle of wine and asked what wine 
she preferred. “The kind in a pretty bottle,” 
she said.

Eric, a oenophile, accepted the chal-
lenge and, ignoring his predilections, 
chose a bottle based solely on the beau-
ty of the label. It wasn’t long before Eric 
was living with Shirley. Her country home 
featured a pool table and a bar in the liv-
ing room. Come winter Eric was hauling 
in firewood for the wood burning stove; a 
whole new world for Eric. Nevertheless, it 
was warm.

One night, Shirley’s adult son, John-
ny, arrived with his buddies and a fresh-
killed dear. Bambi burgers on the grill! Eric 
pulled out from his secret place a bottle of 
vintage port. It was memorable feast. Eric 
male-bonded with Johnny’s friends.

One Sunday afternoon, while Eric was 
making shrimp étouffée for Shirley and the 
boys as they watched the football game, 
Eric emerged from the kitchen in his calico 
apron to see if the boys wanted snacks 
before dinner. When he entered the room, 
the boys were discussing what makes a 
“real man.” Eric held back the tears when 
he heard Johnny say, “Eric is a real man.” 
The guys were perplexed. “More like Felix 
Unger,” laughed one of the boys. Johnny 
went on to explain that Eric stood up for 
what is right even when outnumbered, had 
told people clearly that certain language 
could not be used in the house, even 
though it was not his house. At length, the 
guys agreed.

The shrimp étouffée was a success. 
Eric thought about his youth and the men 
and women that guided his worldview. In 
his personal life, it was mostly dykes. He 
thought also of Fred Rogers. In his young 
adult years he worked with young children. 
He thought about Mister Rogers’ Neigh-
borhood, and the be-sweatered man who 
was always himself, a man who stood 
against the tide of what some think it is 
to be a man. “Now there is a “real man,” 
Erica thought.

In 1997, Fred Rogers was awarded an 
Emmy, amongst the glitterati of daytime 
TV, Rogers accepted his Emmy with hu-
mility. “All of us have special ones who 
have loved us into being. Would you just 
take, along with me, ten seconds to think 
of the people who have helped you be-
come who you are. Ten seconds of si-
lence,” he said. 

Today Erica, once Eric, would like you 
to join with her in taking ten seconds of 
silence to think of the people who have 
helped you to become who you are. t

Names have been changed.

Calico Apron
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Reverend Leslie E.E. Oliver is a seasoned 
faith activist living in North Carolina. This 
sister began marching with black poet Amiri 
Baraka in the late 80s. She was recently in-
volved in the fight against North Carolina’s 
Amendment 1, which enshrined a ban on 
same sex marriage in the state’s constitu-
tion. Rev. Oliver is a minister in an affirming 
African-American church, Unity Fellowship 
Church of Charlotte, which played a profound 
role in galvanizing constituents and building 
faith coalitions against the amendment. In the 
following, she brilliantly lays out her thoughts 
about organizing affirming communities of 
faith in the midst of great challenge. She re-
minds us what can happen when crisis meets 
opportunity through a Christian lens.

Mother Meredith: What was your jour-
ney to ministry and activism?

LO: I began marching with Professor 
Amiri Baraka while a student at Rutgers Uni-
versity in the late 80s. We were protesting the 
university’s refusal to grant him tenure. I’ve 
been in ministry since my early 20s, although 
I come from five generations of pastors and 
evangelists.

MM: What role did your church, Unity 
Fellowship Church of Charlotte play in the 
Amendment 1 battle?

LO: Our Charlotte church was a corner-
stone in the fight against the amendment. We 
held prayer services, information sessions, 
hosted community forums (including Jen 
Jones and Equality N.C.’s “Race to the Bal-
lot”), and have participated in various rallies 
to oppose the amendment. My pastor, Bishop 
Tonyia M. Rawls, has worked and traveled 
across the state to join other faith leaders 
and community activists in the fight against 
Amendment 1.

MM: What significant roles did people 
of faith play in the Amendment 1 battle?

LO: Not only has the faith community 
led from the front lines in this fight for justice, 
we have been a part of every major initiative 
against the amendment and have been the 
voices that have inspired and encouraged 
others to look past religion and to embrace 
this fight as a challenge to human and civil 
rights.

MM: What were the important lessons 
you learned from this struggle?

LO: This struggle reminded me of the 
strength it takes to stand on your faith and to 
walk in it, as Christ did so many times dur-
ing his short tenure of activism. It encouraged 
me to believe in the power of love, because 
although the amendment passed, those in the 
struggle were able to step across their bound-
ary lines and see justice as the light. I learned 
how strong I could be when embraced with 
others that are led by the love of God. I 
learned what it meant to really fight, which is 
not always about winning.

MM: How have you developed in light 
of your activism?

LO: I found a power within me that gave 
me the capability of inspiring others. I de-
veloped a sense of pride in the heroes and 
sheroes before me, one that deepened as I 
reflected on their courage, sacrifice, wisdom 
and vulnerability. I developed a passion for 
“war”, that is the war to uncover love where 
others try to bury it.

MM: Maryland may be facing a refer-
endum regarding same-sex marriage leg-
islation. What are three points of advice 
you would give people of faith here in this 
community?

LO: One; knowledge is your great-
est power. Being informed and thoroughly 
searching all aspects of an issue are key for 
leaders, listeners and followers. Two; let love 
lead. It may be tempting to let other emotions 
drive the charge, but love will give you the 
peace and wisdom to charge gracefully to 
victory, even while the swords swing against 
you. Love always wins in the end. Three; look 
for the unusual allies. You never know who is 
willing to help you. Don’t put justice in a box.

MM: How can affirming faith leaders 
and lay people amplify their voices for 
equality?

LO: We must continue to live and love as 
Christ the Savior did, not just from the word, 
but also from the actions explained and de-
scribed in the word of God. We must also live 
authentic lives in our faith and know that we 
are called to preach good news in all sea-
sons. We must be the light that others can 
seek out, even if it means we are the only 
flicker in a dark room. Our authenticity, light 
and the power of love will amplify our voices 
loud enough to draw attention to the fight for 
justice.

MM: How do the lessons of the civil 
rights movement and the women’s rights 
movement apply to the struggle for LGBT 
equality?

LO: These landmark movements became 
notable because of the willingness to act, per-
severe, join together and remain optimistic. 

Both movements endured battles over 
many decades until justice rose to the sur-
face. 

Surely, we should expect history to give 
us the armor needed to fight diligently.

MM: In the face of seeming defeat, how 

Lessons from 
North Carolina

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

A few months ago, Huffington Post featured 
the story of Kathryn Lehman, a Republican 
lawyer who helped pass the 1996 law the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which de-
fines marriage as between one man and one 
woman. HuffPo heralded Lehman – who has 
now come out as a lesbian – for now lobby-
ing to repeal the law.

HuffPo revised the history of 1996 and 
allowed Lehman to justify her DOMA support 
thusly:

“There was nobody married, it wasn’t 
allowed anywhere… (t)he view of gay peo-
ple... it wasn’t Ellen [DeGeneres]. It wasn’t 
Neil Patrick Harris. It was kinky sex and 
women riding around on motorcycles without 
shirts on. That was sort of the view that the 
community projected as well.”

What, what? This is clearly false, as 
any lesbian with a pulse knows full well that 
K.D. Lang appeared on the cover of Vanity 
Fair with Cindy Crawford in 1993. I was 25 
in 1996, and fully active 
in a gay community that 
went beyond “kinky sex” 
and shirtless dykes (both 
of which are awesome).

“It wasn’t people that 
you know, people that 
you work with, people 
just like everybody else.”

What, really? 
By 1996, the Balti-

more City Circuit Court 
had been granting sec-
ond-parent adoptions to 
gay couples for a few years, marking the be-
ginning of the “gay family” movement in the 
state. Perhaps more importantly, the Balti-
more Justice Campaign spearheaded efforts 
throughout the early to mid-1990s to amend 
Baltimore City’s law to extend domestic 
partnership recognition to city employees 
and their families. The measure failed at the 
time, but to say that gays and lesbians cow-
ered in dark corners in shame is pure fiction 
sprung from the recesses of Lehman’s ho-
mophobic mind.

So, Kathryn Lehman is wrong, but this 
piece isn’t about Kathryn Lehman and the 
lies she tells herself to assuage her guilt – 
it’s about DOMA.

Republicans pushed DOMA to prevent 
the federal government from recognizing 
any marriage between gay couples and to 
ensure that states didn’t have to recognize 
gay couples legally married elsewhere. They 
pushed DOMA because they are bigots kick 
gays in order to advance their political agen-
da. Bill Clinton signed DOMA in a low-key 
manner, knowing even then that his act con-
demned gays and lesbians to a lifetime of 
future heartache. That’s because DOMA de-
prives gay couples of a whole host of rights, 
including medical leave pay for employees 
who leave to care for a partner, health care 
benefits and work/injury compensation, pen-
sion and educational benefits, and equal 
treatment in inheritance tax, joint income 
tax return filings, and spousal protections 
for long-term care under Medicaid. All told, 
DOMA deprives gay and lesbian couples of 
some 1,138 rights afforded by marriage rec-
ognition. 

DOMA also deprives same-sex bi-
national couples of the ability to acquire a 
green card for the non-U.S. citizen partner. 
This means that U.S. citizens cannot spon-
sor their partners for legal permanent resi-
dent status, leading to citizenship. For the 
non-U.S. citizen forced to truck back and 
forth between the U.S. and their country of 
origin, the government can deny entry into 
the U.S. if it discovers the relationship – be-
cause, you know, such person might over-
stay their tourist visa. 

With the real threat that the government 
can decide to keep bi-national couples sepa-

rate if they speak publicly, 
is it any wonder that many 
in the gay and lesbian 
community had no idea 
that DOMA impacted im-
migration?

And that leads me to 
Inger and Philippa Knud-
son-Judd: These women 
– legally married in Iowa 
and raising a child – can-
not currently live together 
in the U.S. because of 
DOMA. Philippa, a citizen 

of the United Kingdom, must jet to and fro 
across the Atlantic to accommodate Kath-
ryn Lehman’s 1996 homophobic wish for 
gay-free marriages. Please understand this 
– Philippa is forced to be apart from her wife 
and her child because of Kathryn Lehman’s 
work.

This is an abomination. This is not how 
things should be in the United States of 
America. Gays and lesbians, if we do not 
prioritize the safety and security of our fami-
lies, no one else will. We need to take ac-
tion to ensure DOMA’s repeal, but we can 
take steps now to bring couples like Philippa 
and Inger that much closer to being at home 

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

DOMA and the 
Reckoning

—continued on page 14

Inger and Philippa Knudson-Judd

—continued on page 14
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any other disease. Third, HIV is “unforgiving” 
– medicines must be taken correctly or the dis-
ease can become resistant and untreatable.

Most chronic illnesses come with ag-
ing. Most people over 50, and many who are 
younger, have at least one. High blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, depression, and diabe-
tes are some of the commonest. Nowadays, 
half of people living with HIV are over 40, but 
most were in their 20’s when they became in-
fected. 

When they learn they have HIV, most 
people aren’t prepared to deal with it. This is 
partly because it usually is unexpected. Even 
people who knew that their behavior put them 
at risk are often shocked to learn that they are 
infected. In addition to the shock, most are not 
emotionally ready to accept having a chronic 
illness and making the life changes neces-
sary to manage it. Accepting the diagnosis 
takes time – days for some, years for others. 
If you have not accepted having HIV, you can’t 
be consistent about taking medicines to treat 
it. This is why one of the keys to success in 
managing HIV is to wait to start antiretroviral 
medicines until you are definitely ready to take 
them every day. This is true no matter how low 
your CD4 is and no matter how panicky you 
feel about becoming sick.

Today, HIV is the only infectious chronic ill-
ness in the developed world. (In some other 

This is the final section of a three-part article 
responding to a letter from a man who just 
learned he has HIV infection. The earlier install-
ments can be found at Baltimoreoutloud.com.

In the 15 years since really effective HIV 
medicines became available, the nature of HIV 
disease has changed. For people who start 
HIV medicines and take them correctly long-
term, HIV is now a manageable – although not 
curable – disease. It’s not the death sentence 
it used to be. People with HIV don’t usually live 
as long as people who don’t have it, but that’s 
also true for people with diabetes, emphyse-
ma, and other chronic illnesses. 

Still, HIV is different from other chronic 
diseases, and uniquely difficult to live with in 
some ways. First, in the Western world, HIV is 
the only chronic illness that is infectious. Sec-
ond, HIV carries a stigma (prejudice) unlike 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

HIV: The Long Haul

countries, tuberculosis, malaria and leprosy 
are infectious chronic diseases.) The fact that 
it is infectious, even though it is spread only 
through sexual contact and blood contact, 
contributes to the stigma of HIV and people’s 
fear of it. In the early years of HIV, many in-
fected people were thrown out of their homes 
because their families feared infection. In hos-
pitals, aides would leave food trays in the hall 
rather than enter the patient’s room. It’s bet-
ter today, but not as much better as it should 
be. Many families still ask if the infected family 
member should have a separate set of utensils 
and whether the infected person should be al-
lowed to interact with children.

Because HIV is an infection, people with 
HIV are responsible both for managing their 
own health and for protecting their sex part-
ners and people they share drug injection 
works with from becoming infected. Some do 
well at this, informing all their partners about 
their HIV status and using condoms every 
time. More often, people are inconsistent, tell-
ing some partners and only sometimes using 
condoms. There are also people who are so 
angry about being infected that they feel oth-
ers deserve no better and make no effort to 
protect them.

HIV treatment is unforgiving. If a person 
with high blood pressure or diabetes misses 
doses of medicine, their condition may be 

poorly controlled, but the medicine will still work 
if they restart it. With HIV, missing doses can 
result in resistance, meaning that the medicine 
no longer works. Many people with chronic 
diseases develop “pill fatigue”, meaning that 
they get sick of having to take medicine, and 
stop their medicines or take them on and off. 
As dangerous as stopping insulin can be for a 
diabetic, stopping HIV meds incorrectly can be 
even more dangerous and potentially fatal for 
a person with HIV. Most people with chronic 
illnesses, even when they mean to take their 
medicine every day, end up taking it two-thirds 
of the time – missing one in three doses. With 
HIV, it’s dangerous to miss more than one in 
10 doses. For most people, it’s extremely dif-
ficult to meet that standard.

My intention is not to scare you, just to in-
form you. For the letter-writer who just learned 
he is infected, I hope he will be more aware of 
the problems that can occur when living with 
HIV and will be able to avoid them. For readers 
who are not infected as of today, I hope you 
understand more about the complexity of HIV 
and the difficulty of living with it. It’s important 
and worthwhile to make and follow through 
with any behavior changes you need to make 
to stay HIV negative. t

Eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send her questions at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com.
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BY AKIL PATTERSON
When I first contacted Patrick Wojahn, then 
one of the Chairs of the Equality Maryland 
board of directors, I expected simply to dis-
cuss issues facing LGBT athletes as well as 
the issue of the African-American community 
not feeling like it had a role in the advance-
ment of LGBT rights. Instead, I had a meet-
ing with a man who changed my life. Patrick 
talked with me about coming out and how 
someone like me could have an impact in 
the community. He stressed that making a 
difference was not so much about changing 
everything as it is about consistently stand-
ing up to fight for what you 
believe in.

I told him that I wanted 
to help out in any way that I 
could, including standing in 
front of Metros and public 
buildings working to gain 
support for marriage equal-
ity. Little did I know that my 
“helping out” would end 
with me joining the board of 
directors!

I joined the board to be-
come part of the solution. I joined this board 
to show that although Marylanders may not 
all come from the same place or share the 
same background; we share a drive to put 
people ahead of ourselves. I am so proud 
to be part of this state, which is home to the 
first capital of the U.S. We are a state that 
is about growth and development and where 
if we don’t achieve our goals the first time 
around, we don’t back down but keep fight-
ing. I have met some of this state’s most dy-
namic lawmakers and, in my mind, the best 
executive director, Carrie Evans. I have even 
had the chance to change what people think 

of when they think about LGBT Maryland-
ers. I take every day to grow and develop my 
skills as a community leader because I know 
that leadership is earned from trying to make 
others feel just as successful as you are be-
cause you are part of a great team.

Equality Maryland is the first team that I 
have been part of where we all share a com-
mon vision of equality in our daily lives, in 
our schools, our jobs and in the relationships 
we hold dear to our hearts. That common vi-
sion and a great deal of hard work by many 
talented people have paid off. In the few 
months that I have been on the board, I have 

seen marriage equality legislation 
pass and transgender rights move 
forward in Maryland, while gaining 
great ground in Howard and Balti-
more Counties.

I have long called Maryland 
home and take comfort in knowing 
that some things will never change 
here: the first pitch of an O’s game, 
the smell of Old Bay in the air at a 
crab feast, and Natty Bo looking over 
Canton in the city of Baltimore. But 
the present state of affairs in which 

all Marylanders, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and gen-
der expression do not enjoy the same civil 
liberties and protections can change. As an 
international athlete and coach, I often say 
that I don’t lose; I just get another lesson on 
what I can do better to win. Equality Mary-
land continues to learn what it can do better 
and how it can make all parts of our state 
places of inclusion. We will change our small 
part of America. t

Akil Patterson lives in Prince George’s 
County and is serving his first term on the 
Equality Maryland board of directors.

Equality Maryland Changed My Life
EQUALITY MARYLAND

Akil Patterso

is your community pulling together? De-
scribe the healing process for NC’s LGBT 
and allied communities.

LO: The residents of North Carolina are 
disappointed, angry, frustrated and ready for 
next steps. 

I believe a careful and honest reflection of 
our role in the fight as well as a thorough ex-
amination of similar fights in other states will 
help us to understand how to proceed. 

Another important element would be for 
the faith community to affirm now, more than 
ever, those individuals who would question 
their worth and relevance in a state whose 
laws seek to define their value. t

LESSONS FROM 
NORTH CAROLINA 

– continued from page  12

together. For example, President Obama 
– the first sitting U.S. president to support 
marriage equality – could direct the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Immigration, 
and Customs Enforcement to revise its pros-
ecutorial discretion policy to include specific 
reference to spouses and partners of lesbian 
and gay American citizens and to cease all 
DOMA deportation cases against the spous-
es of U.S. citizens. 

I know of at least one lesbian Republican 
lawyer who better make damn sure she is 
doing her level best to bring these couples 
together, but to be on the safe side, best we 
all do it too. t

DOMA AND 
THE RECKONING 

– continued from page  12

International Federation of Black Prides’s 
Statement on President Obama’s Support 
for Marriage Equality    May 5, 2012.
As he has done on so many other impor-
tant and historical occasions during his 
political career and his first term, Presi-
dent Obama has again shown America the 
promise of possibility and equality by com-
ing out in support of marriage equality.

 To be clear the president has been 
with our communities from day one. Both 
his words and actions have cleared a path 
to equality, previously unseen by a sitting 
president. Today, as we face new and fer-
vent challenges to our rights, we salute 
the president for his courageousness and 
his inspiring message of hope and pos-
sibility for all Americans. Among the top 
LGBT related achievements a generation 
of young LGBT Americans and older ones 
alike will now have the benefit of because 
of the Presidents leadership include:

 • June 17, 2009, he ordered the fed-
eral government to extend key benefits to 
same–sex partners of federal employees.

 • January 1, 2009, he banned discrimi-
nation in federal workplaces based on 
gender identity. 

• October 28, 2010, he signed the Mat-
thew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act into law. 

• March 23, 2010, he enacted the Af-
fordable Care Act, reforming health care 
in America by lowering costs, expanding 
choice, and improving health care quality.

 • April 15, 2010, he ensured hospital 
visitation and medical decision-making 
rights for gay and lesbian patients. 

• June 22, 2010, he clarified the Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Act to ensure family 
leave for LGBT employees.

• February 23, 2010, he declared the 
Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional 
and announced the administration will no 
longer defend it in court. 

• December 22, 2011, he signed the re-
peal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

 These victories for equality have been 
hard-fought and earned by our communi-
ties. 

There have been critics within and out-
side our communities for varied reasons 
about the president’s positions on LGBT 

related issues. 
It is our sincere 
hope that we 
can all stand 
proudly today 
as Americans 
knowing that 
our top leader 
stands proudly 
with us. 

We must 
not forget that 
leaving any 
member of our 
c o m m u n i t y 
behind is not 
an option and 
therefore we 
must continue 
to press our 
courts, state 

legislatures, and Congress – until all les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and especially trans-
gender Americans enjoyed the freedoms 
and protections guaranteed by our Consti-
tution. 

As A. Philip Randolph said, “A commu-
nity is democratic only when the humblest 
and weakest person can enjoy the highest 
civil, economic and social rights that the 
biggest and most powerful possess.”

Today we salute the many LGBT in-
dividuals and organizations, straight al-
lies, business and political leaders and of 
course, President Barack Obama, whose 
leadership has once again shown the 
world America’s commitment to equality 
for all!  t

THINKING OUT LOUD

What Obama Has Done for Gays

First & St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
We are an “Open & Affi rming” Congregation.

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of  
Pride Month on Sunday, June 3, at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Schedule (through June 10)
Adult Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.

Worship and Children’s Sunday School - 10:30 a.m.
Summer Sunday Schedule (beginning June 17)

Worship - 9:30 a.m. (childcare provided)
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

6915 York Rd. • Baltimore, Maryland 21212 • 410-377-5224 • www.first-ststephens.org
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY
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Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director
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410-969-2783
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St. Bernadette
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All  Are  Welcome bmorethical.org
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
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“For Country, Sans God: Humanism &
Religious Hegemony in the Military”

MAY 27

“Can Capitalism be Fixed”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
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www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org
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St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

PRESBYTERIAN
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AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road
www.bethmethumc.org

Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road
www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church ~ 5407 N. Charles St. (at Northern Parkway)
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)
www.mvp-umc.org

St. John’s Church ~ Baltimore City, 2640 St. Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

Old Otterbein Church ~ 112 West Conway Street
www.oldotterbeinumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City Welcome You
Reconciling & welcoming congregations where you will be warmly welcomed are :
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Festival Season in Full Swing
LIVELY ARTS // ART

BY MICHAEL FARLEY
Baltimore summers are always packed with cultural 
events, and this year promises to be even more hectic 
than usual. The Maryland Film Festival broke ticket-sale 
records during its May 3-6th run, The Transmodern Fes-
tival will sprawl across several Westside venues, MICA 
hosted a phenomenal commencement exhibition, and The 
Contemporary Museum has relaunched its popular Balti-
more Liste series, collaboration between the museum and 
local galleries to showcase a broad spectrum of Baltimore 
artists with “happenings” programmed every Friday eve-
ning. 

At the Maryland Film Festival I had the chance to 
speak with the filmmaker/comedian Bobcat Goldthwait. 
His new film, God Bless America, a scathing parody of the 
cruelty, excess, and idiocy of popular culture, was by far 
the highlight of the festival. Goldthwait, and several other 
filmmakers, noted that MFF audiences have a reputation 
for responding well to transgressive dark comedies. As 
the city where the genre arguably originated, and one that 
uses humor to cope with our numerous problems daily, it 
makes sense that Baltimore embraces the kind of work 
that elicits as many cringes as laughs. I budgeted my lim-
ited festival time with this in mind, and sought out the best 
of the “worst.” 

God Bless America’s Frank (Joel Murray) is a subur-
ban wage-slave who loses his job, finds out he is dying 
of a brain tumor, and has a deteriorating relationship with 
his daughter who lives with his ex-wife. Frank navigates 
the alienating world of mindless consumerism, over-
grown frat-boy “peers”, and asinine media with a brilliantly 
played “I’m biting my tongue” stiff upper lip constantly 
on the verge of collapsing into an eye roll. He is finally 
pushed over the edge by a reality TV show in which a 
teenager berates her parents for buying her the wrong car 
for her birthday in front of their McMansion. Rather than 
merely change the channel, Frank tracks the girl down 
and, after a hilariously botched attempt at lighting her on 
fire, shoots her in the head. This attracts the affections of 
misanthropic high schooler Roxy (Tara Lynne Bar). The 
duo set out on one of the strangest killing sprees in the 
history of cinema, the highlight of which, in my opinion, is 
shooting a conservative news personality whose death is 
later attributed to a domestic Al Qaeda cell. Anyone who 
has ever resisted the urge to drag one’s keys down the 

fluorescent-yellow paint job of a Hummer with a “McCain/
Palin” bumper sticker will find this film strangely cathartic 
beyond its entertainment value. 

A far quieter, introspective film that fits awkwardly un-
der the label “dark comedy” is Attenberg.

Directed by Athina Rachel Tsangari, who was a pro-
ducer on the 2010 film festival hit Dogtooth, Attenberg fol-
lows another alienated protagonist Marina (Ariane Labed) 
as she struggles with human sexuality and the mortal-
ity of her father. Marina’s favorite band, Suicide, makes 
for a perfect cold, yet angsty 
soundtrack. The film references 
nature documentaries frequent-
ly, and it is only when imitating 
the animals on TV that Marina’s 
face displays a facsimile of pas-
sion. As Marina’s emotionless 
facade is chipped by sexual en-
counters and loss, the actress 
does an incomparable job of al-
lowing her stoic mask to slightly 
crack at just the right moments. 
At times comical, and at others 
heartbreaking, Attenberg works 
like a nature documentary on hu-
manity; Marina and the audience 
coolly experience mating rituals 
and grieving from the detached 
perspective of a primate anthro-
pologist. The cinematography is 
gorgeous, and the patinaed mod-
ernist small town (which Marina 
likes for its uniformity and her ar-
chitect father dismisses as “opti-
mistic bourgeois”) functions per-
fectly as a people habitat. 

Perhaps because Attenberg 
was so understated and powerful 
on many levels, Todd Solondz’s 
latest film Dark Horse was a bit 
of an anticlimactic closing night 
feature. Dark Horse falls way 
short of Solondz’s previous films. 
Unlike his tragic protagonists and 
anti-heroes from past works, the 
man-child Abe (Jordan Gelber) 
is totally unrelatable as his ego 
is miraculously unbruised by his 
daily defeats. From interactions 
with his emasculating parents 
(Christopher Walken and Mia 
Farrow) to his insufferably ter-
rible flirting skills and indigna-
tion at being unable to return an 
opened action figure to a Toys R 
Us, self-awareness never flickers 
across Abe’s face. He is the vic-
tim of his own obliviousness and 
indolence. He is a caricature, not 
a character, and in many ways, 

Dark Horse seems like Todd Solondz parodying a Todd 
Solondz film instead of striving for a genuine new work. 

Upcoming: Transmodern Festival serves up the best 
in performance, installation, and genre-bending experi-
mentation until May 20, primarily centered around the 
H&H building and Current Gallery. Check Transmodern-
festival.com for details.

Baltimore Liste will host events and exhibitions on May 
18 and 25th from 6:30-9:30 at 1 E. Baltimore Street. Also 
on the 25th, Open Walls Baltimore closes with a block 
party at 1700 Barclay Street from 5pm to 9:30. There will 
be activities, refreshments, and music from Dan Deacon, 
Mark Brown, and Scottie B. t
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BY STEVE CHARING
It seems like I’ve been going to Provincetown, Massachu-
setts, so long I think I saw the pilgrims checking out when 
I first rolled in. Nestled on the tip of Cape Cod, this his-
toric, artsy little colony has been a travel destination for 
LGBT folks for decades and decades.

Provincetown is familiarly called P-Town. A gay resort 
that at one time used to attract primarily New Yorkers, 
New Englanders and Canadians, it’s now a global Mecca 
with visitors from all corners of the world.

In many ways, P-Town is timeless. The ice cream 
cones and pizza have always been tasty. The Lobster Pot 
restaurant is iconic. The Boatslip tea dance remains a 
standing and modeling show at the bay’s edge. The ocean 
is bone crunching cold. The cabarets and street theater 
are as outrageous and campy as they have ever been.

But there have been noticeable differences, too. With 
the expanded popularity there are, of course, the soar-
ing prices of cramped guesthouse rooms, pricey dinner 
menus, and skyrocketing property values. 

And gay and lesbian couples have been able to marry 
here since 2004. In July 2009, Bob and I chose to be le-
gally married in P-Town because this was our first vaca-
tion spot together and it had grown into our favorite. 

More straight families partake in the Cape Cod ambi-
ence of P-Town now as the comfort level with gays and 
lesbians has increased. Earlier on, they were a rare pres-
ence.

There isn’t as much tawdry “action” at neither the 
dunes nor the notorious cruising at the “meat rack” be-
cause the emergence of HIV/AIDS and heightened police 
awareness put the brakes on that. 

The numerous guesthouses in P-Town can accommo-
date a variety of tastes and budgets (but more on the high 
side). Most of these, as well as the 
other businesses in town, are gay- or 
lesbian-owned. Although the rooms 
are often “cozy,” these houses offer 
many amenities including compli-
mentary breakfasts, televisions, wi-fi, 
air conditioning, fireplaces, common 
rooms, porches, and colorful flower 
gardens in front. 

During the summer, if you plan 
on visiting on a weekend, it is highly 
recommended that you make reser-
vations well in advance. Mid-week 
stays may not be as tight. Holidays 
such as Fourth of July, Halloween, 
New Year’s, Carnival and Bear Week 
attract the largest crowds, so reser-
vations are a must. 

We have been staying at the Bradford-Carver House 
for years (Bradfordcarver.com) and love the hosts Jose 
and Bill as well as its convenient location. Having free off-
street parking available is a big plus.

You should definitely check out Ptown.org, the website 
for the Provincetown Business Guild, which lists all the 

events, lodging, dining, entertainment, shopping and even 
marriage information. Also, visit provincetown.com for ad-
ditional information.

A stroll along Commercial Street, hand-in-hand is a 
delight not only to shop but also to also snack, dine or 
enjoy people watching. Many visitors bring dogs, so Com-
mercial Street can seem like a veritable dog show. Like 
any tourist destination, you do have the “schlock” shops, 

sundries stores and tee-shirt empo-
riums, but there are also businesses 
that sell jewelry, leather goods, upscale 
clothing, antiques, books and fine gifts. 

A number of visitors partake in bicy-
cling at various land trails at the edges 
of the town or even inside P-Town cen-
ter. There are several bike rentals avail-
able, and if you want to stay in shape 
further there are a couple of good gyms 
to work off your delicious meals. I hap-
pen to like Mussel Beach gym (Mussel-
beach.net).

P-Town is known for its beaches on 
the other side of the previously infa-
mous dunes. You can reach the beach 
by car, bike or on foot; it’s pretty close 
to the town center. There are gay and 

lesbian sections on the beach for further sightseeing and 
a neat way to make new friends. But keep in mind, even 
during the summer while the sand is scalding hot, the wa-
ter temperature is shiver-inducing.

Whale watching from a boat is a popular pastime dur-
ing the day, and you can purchase tickets at the pier in the 

center of town. 
There are restaurants aplenty. Seafood is king in P-

Town, especially lobster and clams, but there are a variety 
of choices to go with every taste. The restaurants are by 
no means cheap but the food is consistently excellent as 
well as the casual and often scenic atmosphere. Break-
fast, lunch, dinner or dessert – the selections are vast with 
few complaints.

For LGBT visitors, the Boatslip resort (Boatslipresort.
com), overlooking the bay, is world famous for its popular 
happy hour on its outside deck along with the high-energy 
daily tea dance. Here you can enjoy cocktails, check out 
shirtless men or sexy women, gyrate to the music and 
build up an appetite for dinner. 

Before the tea dance that usually begins at 4 p.m., 
many relax in lounge chairs near the pool and the deck 
and sip their favorite beverages while soaking up the sun 
(hopefully with sunscreen).

Nighttime brings a good choice of bars. The Crown 
& Anchor complex is enjoyed by everyone. For women, 
the Pied Piper is a favorite. Men like the A-House and the 
Gifford House as well as other establishments. Bars close 
at 1 a.m., and afterwards, crowds descend upon Spiritus 
Pizza on Commercial Street to purchase a tasty late night 
snack and to mill around outside for a while before bed.

And there is a wide array of cabaret and drag acts to 
enjoy. You should definitely take in at least one per visit. 
Celebrities from all over come to perform in P-Town. 

There is no question that Provincetown is a magical 
place for LGBT visitors for the spring, summer and fall. 
But we love it during the summer, and that’s why we keep 
returning. t

Provincetown
A GAY MECCA-BY-THE-SEA

TRAVEL

Hanging out at The Boatslip
credit: Steve Charing

“More straight 
families partake 
in the Cape Cod 

ambience of P-Town 
now as the comfort 

level with gays 
and lesbians has 
increased. Earlier 

on, they were a rare 
presence.”
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BY MARY TAYLOR
Travel by train…. First thought that comes to my mind is 
a long hot dusty ride with cowboys and Indians – no, that 
was the movie I was watching last night on TV. Nowadays 
trains feature dining cars that serve three meals a day, 
with full menus and table service, nice large comfortable 
seats (not like the ones on a plane where you feel like a 
sardine in a can), and you can reserve sleeping accom-
modations onboard for the long-distance traveler. They 
even have a train that your car can ride! 

Treat your family to a one-of-a-kind experience. They’ll 
never forget their first trip by train. During the journey, 
they’ll witness an ever-changing panorama unfolding out-
side the window. Traveling across our 50 states can be a 
great way to get to know our enormous country.

Train travel has an aspect of historical novelty, with an 
easy way to get there without feeling you have been left 
out of the journey. No bumper-to-bumper traffic, waiting in 
long lines at the tollbooth and the thing we hate to hear 
most from the back seat, “Are we there yet?” A train can 
be a place to relax with your thoughts, look out the window 

and just daydream, or just wonder about your next stop, 
as time, and the tracks go clicking by. The railroad can 
give the joy of travel back to the traveler. It’s a way to see 
America on a grand scale. 

In the U.S., passenger train travel means Amtrak. 
Amtrak is dedicated to connecting our country by rail, 

making it possible for us to take in all its expansive land-
scapes. 

With many different ways to go, maybe we should start 
our travels were we know best our back yard.

The Northeast Corridor is a busy one. From Boston 
to Washington, DC, the train is the mode of transporta-
tion for countless commuters undertaking their daily mi-
gration from the suburbs to any of the main cities along 
the route. The major cities along the line (although some 
might not be considered them “major”) generate a lot of 
traffic for Amtrak. Among the major stops are Boston, 
Providence, New Haven, New York City, Newark, Phila-

delphia, and Washington, DC. Since 
its origin (Amtrak’s inaugural trip was 
from New York to Philadelphia) the 

Northeast Corridor has been the prodigal son of the Am-
trak family. Amtrak staff are friendly but know that most 
people are in a rush so adopt an air of efficiency, calling 
out stops methodically. So we are going to slow it down 

and say “hi” to the staff and check out a few places along 
the way.

We are going to start out in Washington D.C., our na-
tional capital, and Union Station with its elegant main hall 
and vaulted ceiling more than 90 feet high. The marble 
floors are reminiscent of the days when railway travel was 
fashionable. Union Station opened in 1908, and reopened 
in 1988 after a restoration project, with restaurants, in-
cluding an international food court, with more than 100 
specialty shops drawing visitors. 

We all know where to go in Washington, so let’s do 
something different and go to Georgetown.

A nationally designated historic district, Georgetown 
was founded in 1751, nearly half a century before the Dis-
trict of Columbia, as a bustling 
port city on the banks of the Po-
tomac. Lined with quaint cobble-
stone streets and 18th and 19th 
century architecture, the neigh-
borhood is a delightful mix of the 
past and present. 

Georgetown is an origination 
point for the historic C&O Canal, 
which runs 185 miles into Cum-
berland, Maryland. Go back to 
the 1870s with a ride along the 
historic canal in a mule-drawn 
boat as period-clothed park 
rangers describe what life was 
like for the families that lived 
and worked on the canal. Shop 
in over 150 fashion specialty stores, including unique one-
of-a-kind local boutiques, offering something to suit every 
style and taste. 

Walking around the tree lined streets will surly sure 
work up an appetite. Home to over 140 restaurants and 
gourmet stores representing more than 50 ethnicities, the 
neighborhood is a foodie’s dream. Walk only a few blocks 
and you’ll find cuisine from Ethiopia to Mexico, and every-
where in between. With Georgetown’s countless specialty 
markets, bakeries, and cafes I’m sure you will find some-
thing to tickle the palate.

Our next stop could be Wilmington, Delaware. Begin-
ning at the train station and ending at the Russell W. Pe-

terson Urban Wildlife Refuge, this 1-1/3-mile path takes 
visitors past shops, museums, and a series of signs illus-
trating Wilmington’s history. Watch rowing teams glide by, 
discover a Canada goose on the shore, or catch a ride on 
the River Taxi. Walking down the streets you can almost 
feel the history. The Underground Railroad ran through 
Wilmington. Sometimes you can also see the Kalmar 
Nyckel, a reproduction of the ship that brought Wilming-
ton’s first settlers. The Riverfront also hosts festivals and 

concerts at Dravo 
Plaza and along 
the walkway. This 
would be a great 
place for a day 
trip.

Let’s move 
up north and see 
what Philly has in 
store for us.

One of the 
most historic cities 
in America, Phila-
delphia is an ideal 
place to spend a 
weekend – prefer-
ably a long one. If 

you are looking for a nice quiet B&B, the Alexander Inn 
is a popular boutique hotel, located in Center City Phila-
delphia. The building is historical, recently renovated, 
and now has the charm of the past and all the comforts 
and safety of our most modern buildings. Just one block 
away you can browse the antiques, handicrafts, and gift 
shops that line Pine Street. On South Street, five blocks 
away, explore funky shops and plan a wild nightlife with 
great people-watching. Food in every direction tempts 
you with fantastic restaurants of every cuisine and sam-
ple, the tastes of Philadelphia at hundreds of nearby es-
tablishments. A nice long walk or short cab ride will bring 
you down to the Delaware River where you can enjoy a 

sightseeing boat tour. Combination 
land-and-water “Duck” tours are 
also available. Just walking around 
Philly you will find interesting small 
neighborhoods; you never know 
what you can find. 

Wow look at all the things we 
found in our back yard. Amtrak has 
many miles of track and all you 
have to do is pick a starting point 
and go. Have fun take the family, 
a couple’s weekend or just see 
what’s at the end of the line. t

Riding the Rails
THE NORTHEAST CORRIDOR

TRAVEL
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LGBT
PRIDE 
RIDE

SAVE THE AIRFARE:  
start your vacation close to home

Includes live music, food, 
entertainment, Private Cocktail 

Party, Champagne & Strawberries, 
Q&A and Book Signing with famous 
gay author John Simpson, special 

performance by LOGO chart-topper, 
Tom Goss, & more!

layaway & roommate matching avail.
BOOK NOW FOR BEST RATE

443-420-SAIL
CruiseWithAGroup.com

You’ll visit:
Grand Turk, 
Turks and 

Caicos
Half Moon Cay, 
the Bahamas

Freeport, 
the Bahamas

Cruise from Baltimore!
September 23-30

Bewitched & BEDazzled Bed & Breakfasts
(both ARE Dog FRiEnDly b&b inns) 

All Rooms are heated, Fully Air Conditioned!
Free off street Parking!

Private lighted Fenced in Dog Run • Cable tV/Free WiFi in Every Room
Warm, Enchanting breakfast Every Morning from 8am-10am

lots oF gAMEs! • gooD tiMEs FoR All! • A yEAR RounD gEtAWAy!
67 & 65 Lake Ave. • Rehoboth Beach, DE • 302.226.9482 • 866.226.3900
www.bewitchedbandb.com/bdmn.html • innkeeper@bewitchedbandb.com

You bring the crowd, and we’ll bring the pleasures

CARNIVAL SUNSHINE

Nothing could brighten your day more than a cruise vacation 
aboard CARNIVAL SUNSHINE! From Guy Fiery burgers to 
the Blueguana Tequila bar, a fully-soaked WaterWorks to the 
ahhh so relaxing SerenitySM Adult Only Retreat - join us to 
bask in all that is bright and new!

2013 Italy with Father Ray Martin
July 19, 2013 - July 26, 2013

Interior
$1207*

Ocean View
$1607*

Balcony
$1957*

Day of  Week Port Name arrival time DeParture time
FRI BaRcelona, SpaIn 5:00 pM
SaT MaRSeIlleS, FRance 7:00 aM 5:00 pM
SUn UvoRno (FloRence/pISa), ITaly 7:00 aM 7:00 pM
Mon RoMe (cIvITavecchIa), ITaly 7:00 aM 8:00 pM
TUe napleS, ITaly 7:00 aM 7:00 pM
WeD MeSSIna (SIcIly), ITaly 8:00 aM 5:00 pM
ThU FUn Day aT Sea
FRI DUBRoUnIk, cRoaTIa 7:00 aM 5:00 pM
SaT venIce, ITaly 1:00 aM

204 Bertram Circle
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
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breakfast 
here for 
Pride 2012
• For more 
informa-
tion call 
410-802-
1310 jBaltimore OUTLoud
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BY JOEY AMATO
Out Destinations 
Creative, diverse, friendly and welcoming are words often 
used to describe Nashville. It has long been a destination 
rich in culture, music and food and is quickly becoming one 
of the premier LGBT destinations in the country. 

As the largest city in Tennessee, Nashville is home to 
dozens of arts organizations, historical landmarks, James 
Beard award-winning restaurants and fabulous entertain-
ment and nightlife venues. 

Nashville is also the headquarters of the state’s largest 
HIV/AIDS organization, Nashville CARES, numerous gay 
sports leagues, the Nashville GLBT Chamber of Commerce 
and the Oasis Center, an organization designed to support 
and educate LGBT youth. 

While in Nashville be sure to visit some of the city’s premier 
LGBT-friendly cultural attractions, most notably the Frist Center for 
the Visual Arts. In the past year, the Warhol Live exhibit as well as 
To Live Forever: Egyptian Treasures from the Brooklyn Museum 
have all exhibited at the Frist. This summer, the museum will pre-
mier “Creation Story: Gees 
Bend Quilts and the Art of 
Thornton Dial.” 

History buffs should 
head straight to the Par-
thenon in Centennial 
Park. This exact replica 
of the Athens original, 
also houses a 42-foot 
tall statue of goddess 
Athena, the tallest in-
door statue in the West-
ern Hemisphere. 

If you desire, try to catch a performance by the Nashville 
Ballet. Since its founding in 1986, the group has grown to be-
come the largest professional ballet company in Tennessee, 
presenting a varied repertoire of classical ballet and contem-
porary works. The company is now comprised of 22 profes-
sional dancers from around the world. 

Another LGBT-friendly 
highlight is the glorious 
Cheekwood Botanical Gar-
dens & Museum, a 55-acre 
botanical garden and art mu-
seum located on the historic 
Cheek estate. Enjoy a brisk 
Nashville morning strolling 
with your partner through 
Cheekwood’s beautifully 
manicured gardens and ad-
miring the culture and heri-
tage of one of Nashville’s 
most prominent families.

Those yearning for mu-
sic history should head to 
the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum located 
in the heart of downtown 
Nashville. The $37 mil-
lion facility features more 
than 40,000 square feet of 
country music artifacts and 
archives in addition to a full 
service restaurant. The Hall 

of Fame is current-
ly exhibiting The 
Bakersfield Sound: Buck Owens, Merle Haggard, 
and California Country, which tells the story of the 
stars, sidemen, and songwriters who created and 
popularized a new kind of country music in mid-
20th century America. 

Just a short walk away is the famous Ryman 
Auditorium. Referred to as the “Mother Church of 
Country Music,” the Ryman is a National Historic 
Landmark and has hosted musicians from Chris 
Isaak and James Brown to Patsy Cline and Bruce 
Springsteen. The Ryman recently received Pollstar 

magazine’s coveted “Theater of the Year” award again for 
the fourth time in the past decade. 

A vacation to Nashville would not be complete without a 
visit to the Grand Ole Opry, country music’s longest running 
show. The show brings together an incredible mix of talent to 
a live audience three times per week. Superstars including 

Vince Gill, Keith Urban, and 
Reba McEntire as well as 
new acts such as The Band 
Perry and Luke Bryan have 
all graced the Opry stage. 

Touring the city is sure 
to make you hungry and 
luckily there are new cu-
linary hotspots popping 
up everywhere in Nash-
ville. Favorites among 
gay locals include Virago, 
Kayne Prime, Watermark 
and City House, owned by 
James Beard award-win-
ning chef Tandy Wilson. 
In addition, GQ magazine 
recently voted the Catbird 
Seat, one of the best new 
restaurants in America. 

Don’t forget to say hello to top chef Arnold Myint at one 
of his wonderful dining establishments, which include PM, 
Cha Chah, and Suzy Wong’s House of Yum, the latter con-
veniently located on Church Street, adjacent to one of Nash-
ville hippest gay bars, Tribe. 

In recent years, Church Street has become Nashville’s 
gay mecca. In addition to Tribe and Suzy Wong’s, the street 
is also home to Play Dance Bar, Canvas and Blue Gene’s as 
well as Out Central, Nashville’s LGBT community center.

Just across the bridge from downtown, the neighborhood 
of East Nashville has been known as “the gayborhood” and 
offers tons of dining and nightlife venues to fit every taste. Two 
of the most popular LGBT destinations are Lipstick Lounge 
and Mad Donna’s. Mad Donna’s is the best place in town to 
play a game of drag bingo while dining on wonderful cuisine, 
while Lipstick Lounge offers karaoke and live entertainment 
throughout the week and is a favorite among the ladies. 

After a long day of sightseeing, check into the beautiful 
Hutton Hotel. Located in Midtown, this swanky property fea-
tures an urban-chic sophistication not seen at many hotels in 
the city. Rooms are lavishly appointed with luxurious linens, 
flat-screen televisions and granite flooring. A state-of-the-art 
fitness facility and in-room spa services are available to all 
guests. 

Nashville is truly a magical place that people can’t com-
prehend until they see for themselves. So put on your favorite 
pair of cowboy boots and head on down to Music City USA.

For more information, go to Visitmusiccity.com. t

Nashville
JEWEL OF TENNESSEE

TRAVEL

OUT Destinations is part of OUTreach Public Relations, a 
Nashville-based company specializing in LGBT marketing. 
Founded by Joey Amato in 2012, OUTreach PR has quickly 
become one of the most sought after companies for firms looking 
to target the ever growing and affluent LGBT consumer. For 
more information, please visit Outreachpublicrelations.com.
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BY JOEY AMATO
Out Destinations 
Few places I’ve visited captivate my emotions as much as 
Stockholm, Sweden. This was my second visit to the city, 
a place so heartfelt that it is almost difficult to express in 
words. The people, the culture, the history and the scen-
ery of Stockholm are truly remarkable and make the city a 
must-see destination.

We were whisked off to our first ad-
venture, a lovely breakfast at a quaint 
19th century apartment owned by the 
Stockholm City Museum. It was from 
there, which we began our first sightsee-
ing excursion of the city. Although we were 
transported by bus, I recommend embark-
ing on a walking tour of Stockholm to bet-
ter observe the splendor of the city.

One landmark that must not be missed 
is the Vasa Museum. Its centerpiece is a 
69-meter-long warship commissioned by 
King Gustav II Adolf in 1626. The ship, 
which measured 52.5 meters in height 
capsized in Stockholm harbor, just 1300 
meters from its dock, during its maiden 
voyage in 1628.

What visitors to the Vasa discover is a remarkable dis-
play of beauty, as almost 95 percent of the ship has been 
reconstructed using original materials. 

Later that evening, our group visited the Fotografiska 
Museet, which houses one of the most impressive collec-
tions of photographic art in Europe. Notable exhibitions in-
clude those of Robert Mapplethorpe, August Strindberg and 
Helena Blomqvist. 

After a comfortable night’s sleep at the luxurious five-
star Sheraton hotel, our second day began, which turned 
out to be one of the most magical and memorable days of 
my journey. 

What many people don’t know is that Stockholm is made 
up of approximately 30,000 islands, some large and many 
uninhabited. A vast cry from Stockholm city center, one can 
reach almost any island in the archipelago in about two 
hour’s time via boat. 

Our first stop was the island of Sandhamn, a quaint is-
land known in the past for being home to the Royal Swed-
ish Sailing Association. After a brief stroll through the tiny 

village, we begin our kayaking adventure. 
Although physically draining, viewing some 
of the islands by kayak is a sight to be seen.

We then head to the island of Svartso, 
where we are greeted for dinner at the home 
of Chef Lena Salomonsson. The experience 
of dining in a private home in Sweden is 
one that I will never forget. The warmth and 
hospitality of Chef Lena made for timeless 
memories.

One highlight of our third day in Stock-
holm was our visit to Skansen, where we 
had the opportunity to partake in the tradi-
tional art of glassblowing. It was in the fac-
tory, where we also enjoyed a lovely dinner 
prepared by a renowned Swedish chef. 
Anders Lindstrom from SAS Airlines also 

joined us for the occasion.
The old town of Gamla Stan is the ideal spot to people 

watch or in my case, begin the ABBA walk. This unique ex-
perience walks tourists through the city and visits destina-
tions that played a role in ABBA’s illustrious career, but this 
tour is not for the faint of heart. No, there isn’t an ABBA roll-
ercoaster involved, but people must be prepared to be em-
barrassed as they walk through narrow cobblestone streets 
as “Dancing Queen” and “Waterloo” blare from our guide’s 

mobile speaker system. 
For history and cul-

ture buffs, head to the 
Royal Palace and Milles-
garden, a park that was 
once home to Carl and 
Olga Milles. Carl was 
a renowned sculptor 
and many of his won-
drous works can be seen 
throughout the venue, 
which boasts beautifully 
manicured terraces, lav-
ish fountains and endless 
waterfront views of Stock-
holm.

Of course, one cannot 
visit this magnificent city 
without taking part in some 
extracurricular activities at 
some of Stockholm’s hot-
test bars and clubs. The 
city is home to dozens of 
LGBT establishments, but 
unfortunately, I only had 
time to visit three. 

Torget is a friendly neighborhood gay bar, which I 
credit as one of the reasons why I fell in love with Stock-
holm during my first visit nearly two years ago. It was at 
Torget where I had the opportunity to interact with the 
locals and really get a feel for the vibe of the city.

For club-goers, venture to Paradise, a large estab-
lishment with multiple rooms and DJs, spinning a wide 
variety of music from contemporary Swedish acts to 
Madonna. Throw in a remix of some ABBA classics, and 
Paradise sure knows how to throw a party.

Another interesting venue is Patricia, a ship originally 
built in the 1930s, which was converted to an entertain-
ment complex and restaurant. Their website claims that 
musicians including Bruce Springsteen, Billy Joel and 
Ace of Base have all performed here. On Sunday eve-
nings, it is the hottest place to be in all of Stockholm.

So, as in life, all great things must end. I chose to 
end this visit to Stockholm in the same manner I ended 
my last visit, with a late-night stroll through Gamla Stan 
back to my hotel. 

Sweden always finds a place in my heart because 
of the warmth of its people, the depth of its history and 
culture and its unparalleled beauty. It may seem like a 
far journey, but once you arrive, you will feel like you’re 
home. t

The author is with Out Destinations, part of Outreach 
Public Relations – Outreachpublicrelations.com.

Stockholm
SWEDISH DELIGHT

TRAVEL
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BY JAY LOANE 
As gas prices creep ever so close to the four-dollar mark, 
I wonder if I will be taking a vacation this year to some 
place other than my backyard. For our annual travel issue, 
I decided that it might not be the hot and humid days of 
summer yet; no better time but now to venture off to the 
Eastern Shore. 

Sand, the smell of the ocean and Thrasher’s Fries 
beckons me to the beach before the hoards of people come 
here. Nothing like taking a break in.... (sorry Rehoboth, it 
isn’t you this time) Ocean City, Maryland. Being a former 
resident of Worcester County, the draw to Ocean City is 
a needed break and a chance to catch up with an area I 
haven’t seen in over 25 years. 

I ventured to the Princess Royale Hotel on 91st Street. 
Though there are many hotels and motels you can choose 
from, the Princess Royale is what I would consider a high-
end property, and since I haven’t really taken a vacation 
since 2001, I thought I deserved a ‘treat’. Who knows if, as 
gas prices rise, I will be able to do this again anytime soon. 

As I checked into the hotel, I was greeted by front of-
fice manager Diane Anderson who treated me more like 
an old friend and not as a guest as other hotels do. My 

room, not standard by any means, has a king 
size Tempurpedic mattress (so comfy), a kitch-
en complete with a big refrigerator and dish-

washer, a nice size living room and is on the northeast end 
of the third floor with a great view of the ocean. 

“Imagine waking up with the sun kissing the silver 
waves” commented local Baltimore radio personality Jon 
Boesche. “Imagine standing at the sliding glass door look-
ing at it – every morning.” 

Jon is no stranger to the Eastern Shore. If you read 
my article on Jon two years ago, then you will recall his 
mentioning of his time in Ocean City. As Jon sums it up, 
“The smells, the sounds, the sights, the commotion, the 
fun, the memories. Imagine living there – calling it home. 
I don’t have to for it is my favorite city in the world, my 
hometown.” 

This town has changed a bit since it was my old stomp-
ing grounds. It is still classified as a “family oriented” area 
however tiny steps have made it possible that recently 
there have been a few drag shows here. Though there 
may not be a club in town where you can let loose like 
the Hippo in Baltimore, Ocean City does have some great 
places to go and have a blast. 

Three in-particular that are still around today are 
Seacrets on 49th Street (get the Seacret Sunset – a blend 
of Captain Morgan Spiced Rum, guava and ‘other’ juices 
– after two of these, you won’t care what the other juices 
are!), BJ’s on the Water on 75th Street (their Maryland 

Crab soup and combo salad platter are well worth the trip) 
and my all time favorite place to hang out; Fager’s Island 
on the bayside at 60th Street. 

Fager’s slogan is “No charge for lousy sunsets.” If 
you are looking for a place that has one of the best views 
as the sun goes down, go to Fager’s. One aspect about 
Fager’s and sunsets is every night as the sun goes down, 
you hear “The 1812 
Overture” – perfect 
way to end or start 
your evening! 

It was nice to 
spend time at Fag-
er’s, however the 
best part, next to 
the awesome warm 
Maryland Crab Dip 
and the blue cheese 
burger was when 
John Fager came 
over to our table. I 
haven’t seen John 
in many, many years 
but even though time 
has passed, he still 
remembered who I 
am. No wonder why I 
love this place! 

Like many tour-
ists, I ventured off 
to the inlet and the beginning of the OC boardwalk. Of 
course, a trip to the boardwalk isn’t complete until you 
stop by Thrasher’s French Fries and grab a bucket of the 
best fries anywhere! As you nibble on your apple cider 
vinegar drenched fries, and walk along the boardwalk, you 
experience the flavor of Ocean City, not just the fries or a 
stop off at Fischer’s Popcorn or Candy Kitchen for some 
saltwater taffy but the sounds as well. 

Trimper Rides is still there and if you have kids, it is 
a “must stop” as well as Playland, but the main reason to 
cruise the boardwalk is to watch: the people, the shore-
line, and the sights. 

After my venture along the boardwalk, I returned to my 
hotel and enjoyed a bit of riparian entertainment along the 
beach. I enjoyed my five-day break at the Princess Royale 
and will definitely be back. The staff at the hotel from the 
front desk to room service, bellmen to the convenience 
shop, made this trip complete. 

It was nice to go back – “downy ocean hun”!  t

Ocean City
SUMMER LOVIN’... HAVIN’ A BLAST

TRAVEL

“Ocean City has 
changed a bit 
since it was my 
old stomping 
grounds. It is still 
classified as a 
“family oriented” 
area however tiny 
steps have made 
it possible that 
recently there have 
been a few drag 
shows here.”
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BY DANA LAROCCA
Vineyards are not new to Maryland; they have been a part 
of our history since the 17th century. One early vineyard, 
Chew’s Vineyard was a part of Chew’s Resolution Manor, 
which was patented in 1695. It comprised of 1200 acres 
covering all of the land from Columbia Pike to Elkridge 
Landing Road. Prior to that, in 1662, a vineyard of 200 
acres was planted on the east bank of the St. Mary’s River. 

And why not? Anyone visiting Italy would see the re-
semblance between Umbria, one of Italy’s finest wine 
growing regions, and the piedmont of Maryland. 

“Wine is constant proof that God loves us and loves to 
see us happy,” Benjamin Franklin once said. We at Balti-
more OUTloud want to see you happy too. 

Spring is here and the weather is delightful for spend-
ing time among Maryland vineyards and tasting the best 
of Maryland viniculture. Here are some vineyards that you 
are sure to enjoy.

The Basignani Winery is located on Falls Road in 
northern Baltimore County horse country. With a twenty-
two acre vineyard, they produce some of the best wines in 
the state. In 2000, Baltimore magazine voted them “best 
Maryland winery.” 

You can enjoy their wines during regular hours with 
a picnic lunch on their grounds if you wish. Basignani is 
open Wednesdays through Saturdays 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m and Sundays 12 to 6 p.m. No pets.

Event: T.G.I.F. Movie Night, May 25. Come & watch a 
movie outside on a big screen, with free popcorn! Bring a 
picnic to enjoy on the lawn, or try one of our brick oven 
pizzas. Bring a blanket or lawn chair.

Try Basignani’s Lorenzino Reserve, crafted from Cab-
ernet Sauvignon Cabernet Franc, and Merlot, an herbal, 
fruity nose, a long finish and a smooth aftertaste. It pairs 
well with the red meats that your doctor told you to avoid 
and with game meats. 

For fish, we recommend Elena, a Seyval blend similar 
to Pinot Grigio.

Basignani Winery: 15722 Falls Road Sparks, Mary-
land 21152; 410-472-0703

Berrywine Plantations / Linganore Winecellars – 

Day Trips to Maryland Wineries
This Carroll County winery produces not only 
traditional wines, but also sangria, medieval 
mead, and dandelion wine. 

Try their White Raven, similar to Pinot Gri-
gio this off-dry white pairs well with baked or 
broiled fish. 

Tours are free. You do not need to sched-
ule a tour for couples or small groups; howev-
er, larger groups (20 or more) should contact 
the winery to make appropriate arrangements. 
Wine sampling after the tour is available for $5.00 per per-
son.

Berrywine Plantations / Linganore Winecellars: 13601 
Glissans Mill Road, Mount Airy, Maryland 21771; 410-795-
6432

Boordy Vineyards is probably the most well know of 
Maryland wineries. Located just eight miles northeast of 

the Baltimore beltway (I-695) exits 29 or 31, and a 30-min-
ute drive from downtown Baltimore. 

Boordy is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
through 5 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. through 5 p.m. 
Tastings are held throughout the day and include a Boordy 
wineglass! Public tours with a wine tasting are given at 2 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m. daily, cost if five dollars. Groups of ten 
or more must give five days notice. 

Wine & Herb Fest Saturday, May 26 Sunday, May 27 
1 – 5 p.m. $12 adults, $10 teens (13-20 years), $5 chil-
dren (2-12 years). Visit their website for ticket information 

– Boordy.com
From their Icons of 

Maryland Series, the 
Petit Cabernet is a me-
dium-bodied cabernet 
sauvignon with charac-
teristic aromas of cedar, 
tobacco, briar fruits and 
plum with soft tannins, 
ready for drinking when 
young. This wine pairs 
well with a Gino Giant or 
pizza. 

Boordy Vineyards, 
12820 Long Green Pike, Hydes, Maryland 21082; 410-
592-5015.

Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard is nestled in the roll-
ing hills of Comus, Maryland on the border of Montgom-
ery and Frederick Counties. 
Their 92-acre farm abuts the 
Sugarloaf Mountain conserva-
tion and recreation area and is 
within close proximity to other 
countryside attractions.

Sugarloaf Mountain Vine-
yard grows the five Bordeaux 
red grapes (Cabernet Franc, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Malbec and Petit Verdot) and 
two white grapes (Chardonnay 
and Pinot Grigio). 

Except for their Pinot Gri-
gio, their wines are aged in 
French oak barrels. 

May – October: Live Music 
every Saturday and Sunday 2 
– 5 p.m.

June through October: Sev-
en days a week, 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m. (Last call 5:30 p.m.)

The Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard Anticipation, their 
latest addition, is made from Pinot Gris grapes. The wine 
was fermented and aged in Stainless steel tank for five 
months to preserve its crisp flinty citric finish. It has a fruity 
nose with a long finish of citrus fruit and spices. Pairs well 
with seafood and light pastas. 

Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard: 18125 Comus Road 
Dickerson, Maryland 20842; phone: 301-605-0130.

Wine in the Woods, May 19-20 – All four of the winer-
ies represented here will be at this annual event held in 
Symphony Woods in Columbia Maryland. 

The May 19 event is open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Ticket prices: $40 at gate, designated driver $25, 

youth (ages 3-20) $25. The Saturday ticket price includes 
lawn admission to a concert at Merriweather Post Pavilion 
featuring Lucinda Williams, Drive-By Truckers with Justin 
Jones.

The May 20 event is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Ticket prices: $35 at gate, designated driver $20, 

youth (ages 3-20) $20.
Don’t miss this event this weekend; it will give you an 

opportunity to decide which of our Maryland wineries you 
want to visit first. Cheers! t

DAYS OF WINE AND ROSES
TRAVEL

“Anyone 
visiting Italy 
would see the 
resemblance 
between 
Umbria, one 
of Italy’s 
finest wine 
growing 
regions, and 
the piedmont 
of Maryland.”
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BY JON FAIRBANKS
Gaytravel.com
South Africa is a country that cele-
brates diversity. It’s the only coun-
try in Africa that allows same-sex 
couples to marry. Cape Town, the 
second-largest city in the “Rainbow 
Nation,” is one of the most popu-
lar tourist destinations for straight 
and gay vacationers alike.   What 
makes Cape Town so appealing is the combination of a 
well-developed infrastructure, amazing climate and natu-
ral beauty. Several popular tourist attractions are located 
in “The Mother City,” including Table Mountain National 
Park and Boulders Beach. Whether you enjoy gazing at 
bronzed hotties on the beach, crave an ideal wine tasting 
experience or have a penchant for adventure and want to 
bungee jump or shark-cage dive, you’ll love this city!

Cape Town has a lot to offer LGBT travelers. There 
are gay beaches, gayborhoods and several LGBT-friendly 
hotels and businesses. Tourism is a major industry and 
many business-owners are happy to accept the coveted 
pink dollar.

Most of Cape Town’s gay scene is divided between the 
Waterkant and Sea Point neighborhoods. Waterkant, situ-
ated northwest of downtown, is a haven for young queer 
professionals and a great place to find hip, eclectic res-
taurants, cafes and nightclubs. Many of the most popu-
lar gay clubs can be found on Somerset Road. Bronx is 
always a blast if you love to dance and watch hot go-go 
boys. Beaulah, also on Somerset, is known as a lesbian 
bar, but it also attracts a lot of gay men. In addition to 
great music and dancing, the venue also offers regular 
comedy nights and other live performances. If you’re into 
leather, head down to Bar Code on Cobern Street. This 
joint enforces a strict dress code, so if you’re not wearing 
leather, rubber, a uniform or jeans, you won’t get in.

Cape Town is a melting pot and the ideal destination if 
you want to experience diverse and exotic cuisine. There’s 
a variety of gay-friendly restaurants sprinkled throughout 
the city. In Waterkant, Cafe Manhattan is a staple of LGBT 
life. The restaurant was established in 1994, the same 
year South Africa adopted its democratic constitution. 
Highlights include mouth-watering burgers, a full bar and 
live entertainment. Andiamo is a popular venue offering 
a Mediterranean/California-influenced menu. There’s also 
a deli if you want to take a dish to go.   City Bowl is also a 
great area to grab a bite. Savoy Cabbage is an upscale, 
bistro-style restaurant where it’s common to see affection-
ate gay couples sharing a meal. The vegetarian and sea-
sonal entrees are out of this world.

Most of the locals are warm and welcoming but it must 
be noted that crime is still a major issue in Cape Town. If 
you use common sense, you shouldn’t have a problem. 
Don’t wear a camera or other valuables slung around your 
neck or strapped to your waist. Also, avoid traveling alone 
on deserted city streets at night. If you plan to visit one 
of the townships, do so during daylight hours on a guided 
tour. These are areas where you’ll find the extreme pov-

Capetown erty and where 
tourists are the 
most vulner-
able. 

Visiting a 
gay beach is a 
must-do when 
you’re in Cape 
Town. Sandy 
Bay is the most 
popular, located 
about a half-
hour away from 

downtown. It’s clothing-optional but if 
you want to swim keep in mind, the 
water is very cold most of the year. 
If you’re planning a trip to Sandy Bay, head there early 
because parking is extremely limited. Clifton 3rd is less 
windy than Sandy Day and attracts a mostly gay crowd. 
If you’re looking to experience a beautiful sunset, this is 
an ideal spot.

There are many similarities between Cape Town and 
California, and they don’t begin and end at the beauti-
ful beaches. Looking for another great day excursion? 
Go wine tasting in Stellenbosch. The towering mountains 
serve as the perfect backdrop for a glorious day in the 
vineyards. This is also a great spot to go horseback riding 
or hiking. 

There are great LGBT events happening no matter 
what time of year you plan to visit. Cape Town Pride takes 

place at the end of February and lasts until early March. 
Pink Loerie, which is held in April, is the only Mardi Gras 
event in Africa. There are several highlights during Pink 
Loerie including the Mardi Gras Street Parade, which 
draws thousands of revelers. The event was first held 
more than a decade ago and serves as a fundraiser for 
HIV/AIDS charities. Free HIV testing is also offered during 
Pride and Pink Loerie.

Cape Town is a place like no other on earth! It’s a city 
of extremes where the ridiculously wealthy live a stone’s 
throw away from the most destitute. Unspoiled natural 
beauty can be found next to state-of-the-art buildings and 
luxury hotels. It’s the contradictions, as well as the blend-
ing of cultures that make the jewel of South Africa the 
most intriguing, alluring city on the continent. t

PARADISE IN THE RAINBOW NATION
TRAVEL
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Victoria in the early part of the film, and grows stronger 
as she falls for Barnabas and then discovers his secret. 
(No one ever questions his appearance, except to say that 
he’s from England!) If I was disappointed with anyone in 
the film, it’s Helena Bonham-Carter – not necessarily her, 
but the way her character is written. In the original se-
ries, Dr. Hoffman was almost always on the edge of hys-
teria and whether she was written that way or was just 
due to Grayson Hall’s performance, I don’t know but the 
character was always one of my favorites. Here, they’ve 
toned her down quite a bit and just made her a function-
ing (barely) drunk who’s too sloshed to become hysterical 
about anything. (It will be interesting to see what they do 
with the character should there be a sequel.) The film has 

some gorgeous production design, costumes and makeup 
but nothing that’s too over-the-top in typical Burton style, 
and the violent attacks perpetrated by Barnabas on the 
locals are more implied than explicit but I still wouldn’t 
recommend the movie for younger children.

Overall, I was very pleased with the final results and all 
of my fears from seeing the trailer have been dispelled. It’s 
really going to be up to the fans of the series now to support 
the movie, give it a chance, understanding that this is not a 
complete reworking of the classic show but it also doesn’t 
trash the memory of it either. Newcomers to the story will 
probably be easier to please (all of my companions at the 
screening were unfamiliar with the original, but still enjoyed 
the movie), but this veteran viewer was more than happy 
with Burton’s vision and I hope we’ll get to see more. t

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

BY CHUCK DUNCAN
After seeing the first trailer for Tim Burton’s Dark Shadows, 
and the controversy from the fan community that came 
with it, I was a bit fearful about what the finished film would 
be like. It was with cautious optimism that I went into the 
screening of the movie, prepared to be totally disappoint-
ed but hoping beyond hope that my gut reaction about the 
trailer (that the bad music choice mis-sold the film as a 
comedy) was correct … and I am so happy to report that 
Tim Burton, Johnny Depp and Seth Grahame-Smith (the 

writer whose Abra-
ham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter just got an up-
tick in my interest me-
ter) are treating the 
original source ma-
terial with the proper 
reverence while put-
ting their own spins 
on the material.

The film starts out magnificently as it reveals the origins 
of Barnabas Collins: his childhood in Liverpool, the Collins 
family relocating to Maine, starting a fishery, and building 
Collinwood (and Collinsport in the process). Young Barn-
abas’ dalliance with the servant Angelique (Eva Green) 
leads to no good once he’s become smitten with the beau-
tiful Josette (Bella Heathcoate). Barnabas doesn’t know 
that Angelique dabbles in the black arts, and you just don’t 
spurn the advances of a witch. Angelique casts a spell on 
Josette to drive her off the edge of Widow’s Hill, and in 
his despair Barnabas leaps to the rocks below to be with 
his beloved through eternity … except Angelique has also 
cursed him to live forever as a vampire. Then she organiz-
es the townspeople into an angry mob and they bury him 
alive for his dastardly crimes. Two hundred years later, 
he’s inadvertently awakened and must acclimate himself 
into the “modern” world of 1972 as well as ingratiate him-
self back into the Collins family. Seeing the ruin of his 
beloved home and business, Barnabas reveals himself to 
Elizabeth Collins-Stoddard (Michelle Pfeiffer) and they set 
out to restore the family name in the town that bears their 
name. There’s just one problem – Angelique is still very 
much alive and kicking and has been doing all she can to 
ruin the Collins family over the centuries. When Barnabas 
meets the beautiful Victoria Winters (Heathcoate again) 
and sees the reincarnation of Josette, the unending ro-
mantic triangle is set into motion once again.

Most of this plot is taken directly from the original 
soap opera (minus the fishing business – although that 
figured into the first year of the series before the character 
of Barnabas arrived), and anyone who knows the show 
will be happy that they’ve managed to stick to the basics. 
There’s also young David Collins and his obsession with 
ghosts (here, it’s the ghost of his mother instead of young 
Sarah Collins), and the dubious psychiatrist Dr. Julia Hoff-
man (Helena Bonham Carter) who is supposed to be help-
ing David, but gets drawn into aiding Barnabas finding a 
cure for his affliction. Now, despite what the trailer por-
trayed, Dark Shadows is definitely not a full on, slapstick 
comedy. Burton keeps the mood appropriately dramatic 
and gloomy, with a few macabre touches of humor (al-

Barnabas Collins Rises from the Grave Once Again
though while I smiled and chuckled quietly a few time, 
some audience members were guffawing loudly) mostly 
in how Barnabas deals with his new world. The movie did 
lose a couple of points from me because of some of the 
more overtly comic moments, such as the ridiculous “sex” 
scene between Barnabas and Angelique, and a not-so-
subtle sexual action performed by Dr. Hoffman. Hardcore 
fans of the show will be thrilled to get a quick glimpse of 
original cast members David Selby, Kathryn Leigh Scott, 
Lara Parker, and the late, great Jonathan Frid as guests 
at the Collins family ball. A couple of minor changes to the 
original story as Maggie Evans may also perplex fans and 
Victoria Winters are actually one and the same person 
in the movie. A plot twist involving young Carolyn (Chloë 

Grace Moretz) comes totally out of left field, but none of 
these things were enough to ruin the experience for me 
(and I’m old enough to have watched the show when it 
originally aired on ABC).

Johnny Depp gives a terrific performance as Barn-
abas, keeping the ageless vampire properly solemn and 
extremely polite (I love that he always addresses the 
women as “madame”), but manages to relay the comedic 
moments more with just a facial expression rather than 
doing something physical to make sure we get the laugh. 
Michelle Pfeiffer is ageless and beautiful, making her Eliz-
abeth properly matriarchal even while the estate and the 
business are falling apart around her (with no help from 
her brother Roger, played by Johnny Lee Miller). Bella 
Heathcoate brings a lovely fragility to Josette and Maggie/
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that pivotal for me. I didn’t click with that book. But I just 
loved Dr. Seuss. He was crazy!

GS: Other writers, including Virginia Woolf and the 
recently deceased lesbian poet Adrienne Rich, figure 
prominently in the book. As someone who, like Dr. 
Seuss, both writes and illustrates, and even though 
drawing is still an essential part of the work, would 
you personally say that you identify more as a writer 
or an illustrator? 

AB: That’s a very interesting question. I want to argue 
that I am both equally. But the truth is I do think that I 
am more of writer than a drawer. I think the drawing is a 
little more in service to the writing then vice versa. That 
balance varies a lot for different criteria. Sometimes the 
words have a little more primacy. Others are more driven 
by the images. We all want to think that it’s a completely 
inextricable balance and it is inextricable for me. Some-
times I feel [laughs] like a crypto-writer, that I became a 
cartoonist as a way of being a writer that wouldn’t annoy 
or challenge my mother.

GS: Speaking of your mother, with the book due 
to be released a few days from when this interview is 
taking place, are there any recent words about it from 
your mother that you’d like to share?

AB: Pretty much all of my mother’s reaction is in the 
book [laughs]. I do know she is very happy about the re-
ception the book has been getting. She’s able to separate 
the fact of the book from the substance and she’s happy 
about the fact of the book.

GS: That’s really good to hear.
AB: Yeah.
GS: Have you begun to think about your next proj-

ect?
AB: Yes, I have. I’m still excited about memoir and I 

have a lot more to say about my family. I need to sit down 
and talk with them about this, but I want to keep writing 
about my wacky family. t

LIVELY ARTS // PERSONALITIES

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
In what is turning out to be an astonishingly good year 
for LGBT literature, Alison Bechdel’s Are You My Mother? 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012), subtitled A Comic Dra-
ma, couldn’t have arrived at a better time. As with its laud-
ed predecessor, Fun Home, Bechdel utilizes the graphic 
memoir approach, incorporating her skills as both a gifted 
storyteller and illustrator, to tell the story of her complex 
relationship with her mother. 
I spoke with Alison in late 
April 2012, a few days be-
fore Are You My Mother? 
was released. 

Gregg Shapiro: Look-
ing back on your experi-
ence with your previous 
book Fun Home, which 
plays a considerable role 
in your new book Are You 
My Mother?, were you pre-
pared for reception that 
the book received?

Alison Bechdel: No! I 
think, in a way this new mem-
oir is kind of my own working 
out of what happened with 
Fun Home. It was surpris-
ingly, almost freakishly, suc-
cessful. I was not prepared 
for that. 

GS: Therapy and thera-
pists are central figures in 
Are You My Mother? and, as you said, this new book 
helped you work out that experience. But do you ever 
consider writing, drawing and making art in general to 
be an extension of therapy?

AB: I guess I do. I feel like I have such an odd life 
where my work is about my life. That was even true, to a 
certain extent, when I was drawing my comic strip Dykes 
To Watch Out For, where I was writing about the daily life 
I was living in the lesbian subculture. Now [laughs], I’ve 
gone further inward. My job is writing about my life, almost 
everything I do, including therapy, including my work. Ev-

The ‘Mother’ Lode erything just blends together in this 
sometimes confusing but mostly or-
ganic way.

GS: Each chapter of Are You 
My Mother? begins with a dream. 
Was it always your intention to be-
gin them that way?

AB: That happened pretty late in 
my process. Even then I was [laughs] 
kind of resistant to it, because it is 
sort of inexcusable to belabor people 

with one’s dreams. You’re 
not supposed to even talk 
about your dreams, let 
alone put them in a book. 
I feel like they were the 
chronological key to the 
story. This book about 
my mother jumps around 
in time and in space so 
much that I felt like it 
needed some kind of 
spine or backbone. For 
me that was the sequence 
of dreams that I had in 
the process of writing the 
memoir about my dad. Those dreams hap-
pened in chronological order and I keep them in 
that order in the book as a kind of touchstone.

GS: Eyes and vision, two things that are 
important to an artist and a writer, also come 
into play in the book, from the head injury 
and the mention of the third eye in chapter 
two and then later in the same chapter with 
the scratched cornea. Being a writer and a 

visual artist, is that a sense that you are particularly 
aware of and aware of protecting?

AB: Wow, Gregg, I hadn’t thought of it in that way. 
That’s very clever of you.

GS: Thank you [laughs].
AB: I guess it is. I think that is probably somehow tied 

to the fact that I’m telling a visual story. My anxiety in that 
episode [laughs] that I’m working out by injuring my eye is 
probably about making these images visible. I just hadn’t 
thought of that. Good one!

GS: In chapter four you write about Dr. Seuss’ Sleep 
Book. P.D. Eastman’s Are 
You My Mother?, from 
Dr. Seuss’s I can read it 
myself series also plays 
a role in your new book. 
As both an illustrator and 
a writer, how much influ-
ence would you say that 
Theodore Geisel and the 
books he wrote and those 
he published had on you?

AB: Dr. Seuss was a 
huge influence. I loved 
all of his books as a kid. 
Strangely though, I read 
the P. D. Eastman book as 
a kid, but it wasn’t [laughs] 

Alison 
Bechdel

An interview with Alison Bechdel
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Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre is Proud to 
Announce Our 40th Anniversary Season!

IndIvIdual tIckets go on sale May 2012  
Call the Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787)  

or e-mail cockpitincourt@ccbcmd.edu.  
Box offIce Hours: tue-frI 9 a.M. - 3 p.M.

June 15tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 27tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

June 22nd 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 20tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

July 13tH 
and runnIng 

tHrougH  
July 22nd
IncludIng 
3 weekday 
MatInees

Busy passing judgment on others, 
from his fellow police officers to the 
District Attorney, politicians and Inter-
nal Affairs officers, Brown has an un-
conventional personal life. He remains 
sexually active with his ex-wives, sisters 
Barbara (Cynthia Nixon) and Catherine 
(Anne Heche), who are the mothers of 
his daughters, young Margaret (Sammy 

Boyarsy) and teen lesbian Helen (Brie Larson). Even the as-
sociations that could potentially be meaningful in his life, that 
with lawyer Linda (Robin Wright) and retired cop Hartshorn 
(Ned Beatty), go sour. His most fulfilling interpersonal rela-
tionship is with a strung out homeless vet whom Dave calls 
General (Foster).

Not surprisingly, everything around Dave’s unstable life 
begins to crumble and his downward spiral is rapid. Neither 
Barbara nor Catherine wants him around anymore. Helen 
and Margaret don’t know what to make of their father. The 
future of his career is increasingly uncertain. His relation-
ship with Linda grows more volatile. To add insult to injury, 
Hartshorn betrays him. So when Dave finds himself in a ho-
tel room contemplating suicide it’s not all that surprising.

Rampart is a relentlessly bleak movie. Even though 
Dave ranks as one of the most unlikable screen characters 
in recent memory, Harrelson has found a way to tap into him 
and allow a dim ray of humanity to shine through. It’s an ex-
ceptional performance and for that he deserves a shiny merit 
badge. Special features on the DVD/digital copy version of 
Rampart include Moverman’s commentary, interviews with 
the cast, crew, and more. t

LIVELY ARTS // SCREEN SAVOR

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
In Shame (Fox Searchlight / 20th Century Fox Home En-
tertainment), employed and responsible NYC exec Brandon 
(Michael Fassbender) is an insatiable satyromaniac. For 
Brandon, sex is everywhere: in his bed (mainly with hook-
ers), on the subway, in the windows of hotel rooms, on the 
street, in bars, on his laptop, in a men’s room stall (alone) at 
the office. According to his boss David (James Badge Dale), 
Brandon’s work computer hard drive is “filthy” with a variety 
of porn. An exhibitionist with a stun-
ning endowment, Brandon simply 
can’t get enough.  

The one thing he can get enough 
of is his scarred and self-destructive, 
bleached-blonde, nightclub-singer 
younger sister Cissy (Carey Mul-
ligan). Their dysfunctional relation-
ship, which includes Brandon’s disre-
gard of Cissy’s desperate answering 
machine messages, has a whiff of a 
sexual dynamic. Like Brandon, Cissy 
places little value on the feelings of others, except when it 
comes to her brother, but even that is short-lived when she 
crashes at his place and invades his carefully crafted world.

Brandon’s struggle with his unquenchable desires reach-
es a fever pitch when he isn’t able to perform with co-worker 
Marianne (Nicole Beharie), a woman in whom he could actu-
ally take an interest. However, he washes away that experi-

Men on the Verge ence with a string of encounters, including one, 
surprisingly, in the backroom of a gay bar (didn’t 
see that one coming, so to speak). Hanging over 
all of it is suicidal Cissy’s disappearance after he 
kicks her out of his place.

Shame’s shock value and its NC17 rating may 
be more than some audience members can han-
dle. Of course, gay audiences are familiar with 
the depiction of graphic sex on-screen, especially 
those of a certain generation who saw the groundbreaking 
Taxi Zum Klo 30 plus (!) years ago. Still, Shame’s well worth 
a look (or peep). Bonus features on the Blu-ray/DVD/digital 

copy edition include featurettes such as 
Focus on Michael Fassbender and The 
Story of Shame, among others.

Woody Harrelson has been on a 
roll since his Oscar-nominated perfor-
mance in Oren Moverman’s The Mes-
senger. He can also count an outstand-
ing and memorable performance in 
Zombieland, as well as a scene-stealing 
turn as a gay sports editor in Friends 
With Benefits, to his recent film credit.

Teaming up again with Moverman 
(as well as his The Messenger co-star Ben Foster), Harrel-
son plays corrupt LAPD officer and Vietnam vet Dave Brown 
in Rampart (Millennium). Set in 1999 Los Angeles, in the 
midst of a scandal at the Rampart Community Police Sta-
tion, Rampart focuses on Brown, a borderline chain-smoker, 
sexual compulsive, violent, socially conservative, racist, ho-
mophobic cop, who insists on playing by his own rules. 

A Tribute to Barbra Streisand

www.carlaissimplystreisand.net
 FACEBOOK “fan page” - www.facebook.com/#!/funnygirltoo

The 
Gordon 
Center
for the 

Performing Arts

3506 Gwynnbrook Ave.
Owings Mills, MD

For tickets call: 

410-356-7469

A Tribute to Barbra Streisand

www.carlaissimplystreisand.net
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PerForminG  
Arts
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Owings Mills, MD
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Sunday, June 24  • 3pm
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LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

Ushering in the 2012 Pride season, entertainer 
Roma Mafia and the GLCCB will present a com-
munity-driven evening of entertainment featuring 

the area’s premier queer burlesque per-
formers. The event will take place on Sun-
day, June 3 at the Wind-Up Space, 12 West 
North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21201. Doors 
will open at 7 p.m., and the show will begin 
promptly at 8 p.m.

Roma Mafia describes Best of 
Burlesque(er)! as “an energetic, enigmatic 
pre-Pride celebration… an ass ’n sass of a 
talented cast of LGBT performers as they 
celebrate their unique interpretations of 
queer burlesque!” It will feature the mischie-
vous Tony Apollo, Cami Lucida, Private Tails, 
Femme 6, O.G. Beaunaparte, and Roma 
Mafia. 

“This show serves up a heavy dose of 
sex while grinding those gears of inspira-
tion,” said Roma. “The bizarre, the hilari-
ous, and the ardently arousing – Best of 
Burlesque(er) will shake you to the core and 
leave you wanting more!”

Roma Mafia is the femme fatale alter ego 
of an Italian firecracker with a penchant for 
pole dancing, performance art, gender dash-
ery and loose morals. An activist, fitness en-
thusiast, blogger, and perpetual student of 

life by day, Roma spends 
her evenings entertaining 
audiences along the East 
Coast, most recently as a 
member of the fantastically 
freaky troupe “Sticky Buns 
Burlesque” (2010-2012). 

Roma is a 2010 gradu-
ate of Trixie Little’s “Bur-
lesque Bootcamp,” a 
frequent go-go girl for Bal-
timore’s Club Hippo and 
SHE Productions, and 
over the past ten years has 
studied theatre and many 
varied disciplines of dance 
including aerial, jazz, mod-
ern, hip-hop, ballroom, and 
Latin. In addition, she orga-
nizes quarterly large-scale 
variety shows for the adult 
event production company 
“Dark Odyssey.” Roma en-
joys titillating fine folk with 
her unique performance 
style that combines sauci-
ness, humor, satire, gender 
bending, and nimble cho-
reography into an enticing, 
energetic melee! 

Tickets for ‘Best of 
Burlesque(er)’ will be sold 
at door with a sliding scale 
admission $5-$10. t

Roma Mafia 
(l.) and Tony 
Apollo
credit: Steve 
Charing

Roma Mafia Presents 
‘Best of Burlesque(er)!’

BY TYE HOGAN
Sir Ari Gold, the first openly gay pop singer who was out 
in his music from the beginning of his career, is a ground-
breaking, award winning, Billboard Top 10 Recording Art-
ist. He’s been featured on VH-1, MTV, NPR, IFC, BBC, 
WOR, Fox News, Top of the Pops, Perez Hilton, Daily 
Beast, Sirius/XM, HBO, Here!TV with seven number-one 
LOGO videos (more than any artist on the network). 

People Magazine says his 
latest dance-pop album Be-
tween the Spirit & the Flesh 
“packs born-this-way swag-
ger,” Clive Davis says, “He 
writes from the heart,” and 
RuPaul calls it simply “bril-
liant.” Sir Ari’s songs have 
been featured on hit TV shows 
Scrubs and Cougar Town and 
he’s headlined shows with 
Cyndi Lauper, Deborah Harry 
& Chaka Khan in Europe, Canada and over 50 cities in 
the U.S including his native NYC at Summerstage Central 
Park, Joe’s Pub and Lincoln Center.

Sir Ari made his national television debut on the leg-
endary Joe Franklin Show at the tender age of six eventu-
ally singing for Diana Ross and Jem and the Holograms. 
He is an Independent Music Award Winner, two-time Out-
music award winner, grand prize winner of the USA Song-
writing Competition, an OUT100 and was knighted for his 
art and activism by The Imperial Court of New York, one 
of the longest standing human-rights organizations work-
ing today. 

We recently had a chance to sit down with Sir Ari Gold 
and talk about his music.

Tye Hogan: Sir Ari, it’s a pleasure to speak with 
you! Your album Between the Spirit & the Flesh is 
packed with great music.

Sir Ari Gold: Thank you! I just released the third sin-
gle and video from the album. It’s called “My Favorite Re-
ligion” and the video has already sparked some internet 
controversy for its blending of religious symbolism and 
sexuality.  

“Make My Body Rock” was the first single off the al-
bum and I released it with a collection of remixes, which 
include some really hot mixes that have been really popu-
lar in clubs in New York including one by Mr. Mig and Mike 
Rizzo.  

I also released “Sparkle” featuring Sarah Dash from 
the original Labelle.  The video features all these NYC 
transgender celebrities including Milan from RuPaul’s 
Drag Race, Laverne Cox, Mila Jam and then my Mom who 
I always thought is somewhat of a drag queen!  

I chose the name “Sparkle” as a tribute to songs by 
Aretha Franklin and Diana Ross cause the song is an anti-

LIVELY ARTS // MUSIC

—continued on page 36

‘Between the 
Spirit & the Flesh’ 
of Sir Ari Gold
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as both movements begin a new year 
laced with many challenges. 

Equality Pennsylvania is the statewide 
voice for LGBT Equality in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and works col-
laboratively to establish a comprehensive 
network of individuals and organizations 
united in securing equal rights for the 
LGBT community. For more information: 
Equalitypa.org.  t

On May 9, President Obama voiced the 
singular truth about marriage equality that 
all of us have known all along – – the abil-
ity for LGBT couples to formalize their re-
lationships in the official bonds of civil mar-
riage is fair, just and simply the right thing 
to do. 

The president’s decision to support 
marriage equality comes on the heels of 
yesterday’s mean-spirited vote on a consti-
tutional amendment on marriage in North 
Carolina that was clearly meant to divide 
and demonize. Barack Obama chose a dif-
ferent path today and we believe it truly 
represents what so many Americans are 
really feeling about LGBT relationships. 

His evolution is not unlike the experi-
ences of thousands of people who have 
come to know that the struggles, the tri-
umphs, the ups and the downs of LGBT 
couples are remarkably like their own. In 
fact, they are the same.

Equality Pennsylvania dismisses the 
charges of those who claim this as pure 
politics or a cynical ploy for votes. Fairness 
is welcome at any time, and we celebrate 
both the president’s courage and leader-
ship in his landmark announcement today. 

This president has led in so many ways 
over the past three years when it comes 
to equality for LGBT Americans. We recog-
nize that progression and we look at today 
as one more historic step in making all of 
us truly equal.

Earlier this year, Equality Pennsylvania 
unanimously endorsed President Obama 
for a second term. 

We did so because we believe him to 
be the best president ever for the LGBT 
community. 

His announcement today fully rein-
forces our choice. We stand behind his re-
election and we are pleased to see that our 
President Adrian Shanker will be heading 
to the Democratic National Convention as 
a delegate in September to help make the 
president’s re-nomination a reality. t

 NEWS // FROM THE KEYSTONE STATE 

Coming one year after their first successful 
agreement to form a closer working part-
nership, Equality Pennsylvania (EQPA) 
and the Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) have agreed upon additional 
ways to strengthen and advance their stra-
tegic partnership. 

“Over the past year, experience has 
shown us that we need to continue building 
political infrastructure across the state,” 
explained EQPA board president, Adrian 
Shanker. “We cannot win equal rights for 
the LGBT community in Pennsylvania with-
out the support from our brothers and sis-
ters from Labor. SEIU’s previous support 
allowed us to grow into a statewide orga-
nization, I am so thankful to SEIU for their 
continued support this year.”

Labor unions stand as an important line 
of defense against workplace discrimina-
tion LGBT workers and serve as a strong 
voice for equality. 

SEIU takes this responsibility very seri-
ously, being the largest union in the coun-
try and one led by Mary Kay Henry, a mem-
ber of the LGBT community. 

The new phase of the partnership 
comes with a $20,000 grant to EQPA from 
SEIU and together the organizations have 
agreed to continue promoting activism for 
labor campaigns and local issues within 
the LGBT community; to share an orga-
nizer; and to help establish SEIU’s Penn-
sylvania Lavender Caucus. 

EQPA will also work with the SEIU to 
convene a table of representatives of or-
ganized labor with the express goal of un-
derstanding how to ensure proper and full 
protections and coverage for LGBT work-
ers during negotiations and in final con-
tract language.  

“Equality and freedom from discrimi-
nation are the keys to empowering LGBT 
workers and SEIU is proud to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with our strategic partner, 
Equality Pennsylvania, in our joint struggle 
for a more just state,” remarked Adanjesus 
Marin, executive board member of SEIU 
Healthcare Pennsylvania and longtime 
EQPA board member.  

The grant from the SEIU will also sup-
port EQPA’s political efforts, and assist in 
helping to build a different model for how 
labor and the LGBT movement can work 
together against attacks in the General As-
sembly, in the media and ultimately at the 
ballot box. 

This unique collaboration takes shape 

EQPA: Well Done, 
Mr. President!

EQPA and SEIU 
Announce Strategic 

PartnershipSpirit & the Flesh’ 
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Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 

Are you or someone you know in need
of HIV Primary Medical Care and

Case Management Services?
HIV is NOT a death sentence; care management can

prolong your life and improve your health. Take
charge of your life, get life saving treatments.

The Baltimore City Health Department, HIV Care Linkage 
Team can help

We offer
• Care Linkage services to quality medical care providers
• Same-day appointments
•  Referral & Transportation services to first & 2nd appointments
• Free gift for enrolling

Services offered to insured and uninsured clients
Care Linkage Team:

Kevin Coger: 410-948-2593
Orline Johnson: 410-627-5083
Rodrique Sumpter: 410-627-8374
Sheridan Johnson: 443-564-2007

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

Contacts: Tiffany N. & Darnessa P. • pwmpc2011@gmail.com 

PwmPc is 
celebrating Pride this 

year Family Style. 
Pride isn’t about 

partying it’s about 
celebrating Love, 

Family, commitment 
& community.

Highlights:
Family Kickball

Volleyball
Family Tug-of-war
3-on-3 Basketball 

Tournament
Face Painting
Balloon Artist www.pwmpc2011.com

For more details visit our web site at …

PwmPc Presents: 

FamiLy PriDe PicNic ceLebraTioN 2012
Saturday, may 26 • Noon-8p.m. • Fort washington National Park

13551 Fort Washington Road • Fort Washington, MD
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My columns usually offer a tip that you can 
use to turn down or eliminate a bad mood. 
Past columns discussed learning mindful-
ness, understanding “it’s the journey and not 
the destination,” being careful not to fall into 
the trap of comparisons and expectations, 
applying partnering skills to your relation-
ships, and so on. Of course, you’d get the 
best bang for the buck by practicing many of 
these skills consistently, over time.

However, wanting to get a jump-start on 
the whole process, some people have asked 
me recently which type of technique is the 
most powerful when it comes to chang-
ing a bad mood and whether there’s a 
good book on the subject. I respond 
by telling them about positive 
thinking (“correcting cognitive 
distortions”) and reframing.

To learn how to turn 
down a bad mood so that 
it’s less intense, I highly 
recommend The Feeling 
Good Handbook by David 
Burns, as a way to apply use-
ful positive thinking. It’s a bit old, having been 
published in the 80s, and its methods can be 
slightly tedious, but the methods still work 
very, very well. 

As for transforming a bad mood into a 
good one, the most powerful tool I know 
about is reframing. Unfortunately, I know of 
no workbooks that teach reframing quickly. 
My clients learn how to do it in weekly or 
every-other-week meetings with me over the 
span of a few months.

Even though learning how to reframe 
takes time, let me use this column as a way 
to introduce the topic. Reframing is when you 
look at a situation in a radically different way, 
while still being honest about its challenges. 
It generates an “a-ha!” moment or makes you 
feel as if “a light bulb has gone on.” It creates 
different, deeper understanding.

We have a few very common reframes 
that have worked their way into our culture, 
and I’ll mention two of them as examples. 
One reframe is: instead of looking at the 
glass as being half-empty, look at it as being 
half-full. Another reframe is: when life gives 
you lemons, make lemonade. 

Notice that in both cases, the reframes 

are honest about the situation. They don’t ig-
nore the fact that you don’t have a full glass or 
that life really did give you lemons. This is the 
main reason why Pollyanna affirmations are 
weak or fail outright: they ignore “the bad.” 
An example of an affirmation might be “Life 
will give me cherries and cake soon, because 
I’m good enough, and I’m strong enough, and 
I deserve better.” Note that the sour lemons 
are never even mentioned. Your deepest self 
will register this as a lie, and will most likely 
reject or undermine the affirmation.

Finally, notice how reframing emphasizes 
hope. In these images or stories, everyone 
and everything’s okay despite the struggle, 
the problem is manageable, and there’s hope 
that, with time and some creativity, we can 
turn the bad situation around to our advan-
tage.

There are many images or stories – simi-
les and metaphors – that have this powerful, 
change-how-you-feel-about-it effect. “It’s the 
journey, not the destination” is one such story.

A few years ago, I was working with 
someone who was facing a temporary lull 
in her work life, requiring her to stay put in a 
not-great situation for up to one more year. 

She was feeling some distress, say-
ing, “I’m afraid I’ll get com-

fortable in this lousy job, 
stay stuck, and then life 
will pass me by.”

At first, I calmly 
explained to her 
that she was being 
impatient, extreme, 
and unnecessarily 

panicky. This com-
pletely failed to make 

her feel better. (“You 
don’t understand!”) Then, I said this to her: 

It’s as if you’re about to go into a busi-
ness meeting at another company’s office 
building, and the administrative assistant 
speaks to you in the waiting room, telling 
you that the meeting has been delayed by 
an hour. So, you begin to freak out, throwing 
a tantrum and yelling, “My career is pass-
ing me by!” But that’s absurd; you’d never 
do that. Instead, you’d read a magazine, 
chat with a colleague, or review your notes 
for the meeting. Right? You’d be relaxed 
and confident that you’d be in that meeting 
in no time, and that everything would turn 
out okay. Worst case scenario? If the delay 
ran past an hour, you’d just ask to resched-
ule the meeting. You wouldn’t sit there in the 
waiting room until they turned the lights out 
and the cleaning person arrived at midnight. 
No matter what, you’d handle it just fine.

She nodded her head, her body started 
to relax, and she murmured, “Yeah. Yeah!” 

Considering the reframe, she’d just be-
gun to transform the “eww” feeling of lemons 
into the “ahh” feeling of lemonade. t

Learn more at BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.
com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Make 
Lemonade, Hon

When traveling for business or pleasure, 
exercise and nutrition regimens often go 
out the window. Why spend so much time, 
effort and money on fitness and nutrition 
to throw ourselves off track just because 
we are away? 
Here are some simple tips to keep your nu-
trition in check and a simple, yet challeng-
ing workout you can do anywhere. 

Road trips are where we have way 
more control than we think. In the car, we 
are in charge of snacks, drinks and where 
we stop for meals. Gas stations are load-
ed with candy, chips, sugary 
drinks and all sorts of me-
tabolism destroying 
foods. The first step 
– pack your own 
snacks and bever-
ages to avoid going 
into a gas station for 
anything other than the bathroom. 

The snacks you should bring should be 
nutrient rich so you continue having energy 
throughout a possibly monotonous drive. 
Unsalted nuts, raw veggies like carrots, 
celery and sliced cucumbers, hard-boiled 
eggs, rice or nut-flour crackers, fruits like 
apples and strawberries and all-natural 
“ready to drink” protein drinks make great 
choices on the road. 

The eggs and protein drinks main-
tain satiety (the feeling of being full) and 
keep our blood sugar stable so our energy 
doesn’t crash. These are easy to prepare 
and travel well in a small cooler. 

For beverages, I am a firm proponent 
of water, if that’s too boring splash some 
crystal light in there to give it a little flavor. 
Drinking plenty of water will boost the me-
tabolism and keep you from falling asleep 
at the wheel. 

Dehydration is the leading cause of 
midday fatigue, so if you’re feeling sleepy 
reach for the H2O instead of energy drinks 
that make you crash! 

Many people drink coffee, which is 
okay, but just remember that coffee is a 
diuretic, so you will have to go to the bath-
room more often, and definitely stay away 
from the fancy coffeehouse drinks; they’re 
loaded with sugar that will just convert to fat 

and exhaust you. 
If you need to stop for a meal and the 

only choice is fast food luckily there are 
choices these days. Most of these places 
have salad options, but I’m not sold on 
how fresh or clean those veggies are, so 
it’s probably safer to skip the salad and 
get a couple of grilled chicken sandwiches, 
toss the buns and just eat the chicken. You 
know the meat is thoroughly cooked and 
you’re getting at least some of your nutri-
tional needs. And, no, you don’t want fries 
with that!

Once you’ve arrived at your destination 
and found there is no gym in the hotel, it’s 
time to do our suitcase workout! The best 
part, you don’t even have to put on gym 
clothes because you’re in the privacy of 
your room! 

Step one is to clear space because we 
will be doing movements that will get your 
heart rate up and require some room. 

This routine is timed Circuit Training: 
every exercise will be performed continu-
ously for one minute with 
30-second breaks in be-
t w e e n e x e r c i s e s . 

When the cir-
cuit is complete, 

rest for three min-
utes and then repeat 
the entire routine.

Start with jump-
ing jacks to get the 
blood pumping and 

get your mindset right. 
Then do body weight squats followed by 
stationary lunges. You’ll step forward and 
then back alternating feet. 

The next movement is a Walk Out. You 
start standing with feet together, reach for 
the floor walking your hands out as far as 
they’ll go and then backwards. Stand up 
repeat! 

Get down on the floor for push-ups, fol-
lowed by prone super-mans: lay on your 
belly and raise both arms and feet at the 
same time. You follow that by a plank ei-
ther with straight legs or on your knees.

Next, we flip over for floor bridges: 
both feet will be flat on the floor with knees 
bent, raise the hips towards the ceiling and 
squeeze your glutes and core (this can 
also be done with one foot off the ground, 
but be sure to do both legs).

After that we will perform a double 
crunch where we bring both the chest and 
knees together, squeezing our abdomi-
nals. If done right this whole routine should 
take exactly 30 minutes and will have an 
excellent caloric and cardiovascular im-
pact. t

Joshua H. Buchbinder (jbuchbinder@ 
lifetimefitness.com) is a personal trainer 
at Life Time Fitness (7220 Lee DeForest 
Drive, Columbia, Maryland – 410-953-
0022).

Working Out 
on the Go

Life
for

Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD  MAY18, 2012  •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM  t  33 

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty

Spring into fitneSS

Join now for just  
$60 a month for a  
full-use membership*

*Offer expires May 31, 2012.   
Certain restrictions apply.

www.meadowmill.com • 410.235.7000

Meet adoptable 
animals from MAS rescue 

the first tuesday of every month  
from 5:00–7:30 at Meadow Mill!

Beer, wine, compimentary 
appetizers and puppies! 

(Kittens, dogs , and cats, too!)Jo
in

 u
s for YappY Hour!
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Community Bulletin Board

May 18 - August 10 
Waterfront Partnership Heats Up  
with Free Summer Socials
The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore invites all to 
come out and enjoy its Summer Socials at West Shore Park 
beginning Friday, May 18. Summer Socials are FREE and 
open to the public and feature live music performed by local 
bands, beer and wine gardens, food trucks and a kid/family 
play area. Also, remember to bring bathing suits and towels 
to cool off in the Walter Sondheim Fountain. For more 
information, please visit www.waterfrontpartnership.
org and to RSVP, please email Beth Laverick at Beth@
WaterfrontPartnership.org or call (443) 743-3308.

May 19
They’re roasting F. Scott Black!
That’s right they’re roasting F. Scott Black! The very place 
where he helped establish Cockpit in Court Summer 
Theatre 40 years ago! And this is the thanks he gets! At 
CCBC Essex, 7201 Rossville Blvd. 6:00 p.m. If you are as 
excited about this as Cockpit is, call the Box Office (443-
840-2787) and reserve your seat (only $40 per ticket) to be 
there to show your support for the legendary F. Scott Black 
and theatre at CCBC!!

May 19 – 20 
Wine in the Woods
Enjoy wine, reggae, and so much more at Maryland’s 
premier wine event. The Saturday ticket price includes 
lawn admission to a concert at Merriweather Post Pavilion 
featuring Lucinda Williams, Drive-By Truckers w/Justin 
Jones. Symphony Woods, 5950 Symphony Woods Rd. The 
May 19 event is open from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Ticket 
prices: $40 at gate, Designated Driver $25, Youth (ages 3-
20) $25. The May 20 event is open from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. Ticket prices: $35 at gate, Designated Driver $20, 
Youth (ages 3-20) $20. Columbia, Maryland 21046

May 20 
BikeJam 
BikeJam event in Patterson Park, Baltimore! Enjoy a rest 
stop at Druid Hill Park with refreshments and then join 
the celebration at the end of the RecRide. Stay in Patterson 
Park and watch the super-fast BikeJam pro bicycle races. 
Enjoy food vendors, beer, kid’s activities, live music and the 
Bike and Health Expo. Patterson Park, Baltimore, MD. 
8:00 a.m. Early bird registration $34 to May 18. Student 
rate $16. Day of event registration $38. Phone 410-960-
6493, website: http://bikemd.org/page.php?id=472

May 26 – 27 
Wine and Herb Festival
Live music, wine tasting, potted herbs, garden crafts, 
grilled foods, spring flowers, vineyard wagon rides, and 
alpacas. $12 Adults, $10 Teens (13-20yrs), $5 Children (2-
12yrs) Boordy Vineyards 12820 Long Green Pike Hydes, 
Maryland 21082-9541 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Visit their 
website for ticket information. www.boordy.com

Ocean City Spring Arts & Crafts Show
Ocean City’s only Memorial Day weekend craft show 
featuring vendors displaying garden accessories, jewelry, 
candles, florals, nautical items, wood crafts & homemade 
items. Also handmade chocolates/fudge, dip mixes. Ocean 
City Convention Center, 4001 Coastal Highway Ocean 
City, MD. Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Sun. 10:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m., FREE

Brew at the Zoo
Sample 50+ beers, including craft beers and Maryland 
brewed favorites. Enjoy music from 6 live bands. Get your 
fill of food and flavor from a variety of local vendors. Bring 
the kids along for fun in our Kid Zone. And don’t miss the 
chance to experience the animals as every ticket includes all 
day admission to the Zoo. 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. For more 
information go to www.marylandzoo.org/2012/02/brew-
at-the-zoo/

May 31 – June 3 
Western Maryland Blues Fest

May 31
Blues Prelude 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. University Plaza, 50 West 
Washington Street, Downtown. FREE. Lawn Chairs and 
Blankets Encouraged! Gates open at 4:00 p.m.

June 1
Lotta Blues Kickoff 
4:30 p.m. – 9:45 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., $20 
in advance and $25 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years old. 
Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 4:00 p.m.

June 2
Downtown House Party 
12:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., 
$35 in advance and $40 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years 
old. Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 11:00 a.m.

June 3
Family Blues Picnic 
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. City Park Bandshell, FREE. Lawn 
Chairs and Blankets Encouraged. Combo tickets available 
in advance, see website: www.blues-fest.org/index.html. ID 
required for events.

June 13-19 
The Star- Spangled Sailabration
Baltimore hosts the national launch of the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 with the Star-Spangled Sailabration. 
U.S., British and Canadian naval vessels, tall ships from 
around the globe, and an air show, featuring the Blue 
Angels.  Explore our sites, museums and historic locations, 
Travel along our trails and scenic byways. Experience our 
commemorations and special exhibitions., make Baltimore 
the place to be. For more information go to http://www.
starspangled200.com

Send your information for upcoming events to 
calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

I GOTMYSELFTESTED
GYTNOW.ORG
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410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 1.800.989.7101 
Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

Special Financing available!

709 DORCHESTER RD,  
BALTIMORE, MD 21229

Extremely Well Kept Home! 
Wonderful Wood Floors, two/three bedrooms . Large 
retro quality kitchen and full bath, Covered front & back 

porch. Awnings to defer weather. Great Landscaping, 
Finished Basement w/family room/
half bath/workshop/utility/storage 
and more. Driveway & street 
parking! $189,900.

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office) PenFed Realty

Mt WasHington
greenBerry Woods 

Move right into this nicely updated condo 
townhouse with remodeled kitchens and 

baths! Living room with wood-burning 
fireplace, private deck, finished lower level, 
large rooms and ample storage Situated on  

13 private acres with pool! $159,000.

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com
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bullying message and about finding your 
inner-diva.  Now ironically it’s also the 
name of the last movie Whitney Houston 
did who was one of my favorite Divas.

TH: Where can people go to hear 
you perform?

SAG: I’m doing a 
show at New York Live 
on May 25th at The 
Players Theater. Also, 
I’m working on my 
one-man show “Bash-
ert” and will hopefully 
be debuting that in a 
theater in New York. 
You can sign up on 
SirAriGold.com to 
hear about all the lat-
est dates and when 
I’m going out on Tour 
again.

TH: Your one-
man show sounds 
exciting!

 SAG: Yes, I call 
“Bashert” my Autobiographical Homothe-
atrical Multi-Media Musical!

I’m also working on a new remix album 
and video retrospective.  It’s the first remix 
project since the remix album I released 
with my coffee table book in 2005.  I’ve 
never released any of my videos on DVD 
so this is the first time I will have all sev-
en of my #1 LOGO NewNowNext Videos 

together and the DVD 
will include some others 
as well.  It will include 
my first video “Wave of 
You” which debuted with 
the launch of the LOGO 
network during commer-
cial breaks – as well as 
“Love Will Take Over” 
which bumped Madonna 
out of the top spot! t

Between the Spirit 
& the Flesh is avail-
able now at theoutclub.
com, Amazon, iTunes 
and check your favorite 
retailer. For more infor-
mation on Sir Ari gold, 
visit SirAriGold.com, 
Facebook/Si rAr iGold, 

Twitter/SirAriGold, and YouTube/SirAri-
Gold.

 SIR ARI GOLD 
– continued from page 28

LIVELY ARTS // MUSIC

BAR GUIDE
BAltImoRE

Back Door Lounge
5801 Pulaski Highway  

(back of Gold Club  
entertainment complex)

410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

BAltImoRE
 Leon’s

870 Park Ave
410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

the Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. 
Suite N

Laurel, MD 20723
301) 498-4840        

www.pwsplace.com

HARRIsBURG, 
PEnnsylvAnIA

the Brownstone  
412 Forster St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-7009

 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

nePtune Lounge 
268 North St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)233-3078

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

yoRk, 
PEnnsylvAnIA

cLuB xs 
36 W 11th Ave

York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969 

 www.clubxsyork.com

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Leon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

Monday’s
ToM reyes Jazz JaM 8pM

Wednesdays
KaraoKe 8 To MidnighT

Thursdays
Trivia nighT

May 19 @ 10 p.M.

Mr. Triple L 
Leather Man Contest

May 19 @ 10 p.M.

Mr. Triple L 
Leather Man Contest
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the slowest night in town, but La Noche was 
packed. For fun videos and an entertaining 
staff, don’t miss Hot Frida’s. Our house-
mates had the top of the bar cleared off so 
that they could do shots off the chest of one 
on the cute waiters. The menu has a little 
bit of everything from Philly cheese steaks 
to nachos. It is the Hamburger Mary’s of PV. 
For wonderful Mexican food in a beautiful 
outdoor setting, try the Margarita Grill. 

With so many gay bars, restaurants, 
and shops surrounded by the beautiful 
hills on one side and the sea on the other 
Puerto Vallarta is truly the San Francisco 
of Mexico. If you don’t believe me just ask 
Bob Rose on Saturday, May 19 as he host 
the Mr. Triple L Leather Contest at 10 p.m. 
at Leon’s Leather Lounge. If you asked 
him nice enough, maybe he will take you 
south of the border. t

For the cost of $60 (US), your hosts Chris-
tian and Luis will take you to seven places. 
You will visit small bars, big dance clubs, 
and a go-go boy bar. The price includes a 
well drink at each location and any cover 
charges. (Most places did not have a cover 
charge anyway.) The tour begins with in-
troductions and a shot of tequila. As an ex-
tra treat “Adult Entertainer Star” Kennedy 
Carter who performed at Wet Dreams the 
final stop on the tour also hosted our tour. 
Since Wet Dreams does not admit woman, 
the bar tour is for men only. We quickly be-
came friends with everyone on the tour and 
ran into them again throughout the week. I 
could go on and on about how much fun I 
had on the bar tour! Check out Facebook.
com/GayVallartaBarHopping for pictures 
and details. Reservations may be made at 

It has the perfect dim lighting and is dec-
orated all in red. Wet Dreams is a much 
nicer space- but the dancers had on long 
jeans. Antropology was hot. I went to Wet 
Dreams and did not even get moist! 

For a friend-
ly, older crowd 
check out Bar 
Los Amigos’. It 
is up a steep 
staircase and 
is the Leon’s of 
Puerto Vallarta. 
I had lots of fun 
there and even 
slow danced 
with the cowboy 
bar owner. 

In the day-
time everyone 
heads to the 
beach. The best 
spot on the 
beach is Blue 
Chairs Resort. 
Find yourself a 
blue chair under 
an umbrella on 
the sand in front 

of this gay hotel and kicked off your shoes. 
Waiters will quickly take your drink order 
and will bring over a table for your cock-
tails or buckets of Coronas. One does not 
have to be staying at the hotel to claim a 
good spot. Blue Chairs is open to the public 
from 3-11 p.m. (Bluechairsresort.com.) 

Although Sir Steve and I are beers 
drinkers, we fell in love with the cocktails 
at Sama Martini Lounge. I had a key lime 
martini that was heaven! It is a small space 
with most of the seating in a cabana on the 
sidewalk. One of the prettiest bars in PV is 
La Noche Martini Lounge. Tuesday night in 

bartourvallarta@hotmail.com . 
One of the most popular bars in town 

is Paco’s Ranch (located at Ignacio L. Val-
larta, Number 237) It is a dance club with 
great music and drag shows at 12:30 and 
3 a.m. I think we caught the 3 
a.m. show each night. The party 
in PV starts late and goes in 
the early morning hours. Unlike 
Cancun where the bar is filled 

with Americans, 
Paco’s is packed 
with hot Latin men. 
In fact, the shows 
are mostly done in 
Spanish. (I think I 
saw Latina Turner!) 
Some performers 
were very good. 
Some were a mess. 
All of them were fun! 

Across the street 
from Paco’s Ranch 
is another dance 
club called C.C. 
Slaughters. When 
we first walked by 
C.C. Slaughters we 
did not go inside. Al-
though great dance music was 
playing, when one looked in 
the windows the place looked 
empty. We discovered a few 
days later that the windows 
look into a bar and lounge 
area. The dance club is a big 
space behind the lounge. Once 
we went inside the place was 
hopping and we loved it. 

There are two male strip 
clubs in town. Antropology is 
advertised as “All nude pole 
dancing with shower shows.” 

WHERE SAN FRANCISCO 
MEETS MEXICO 

– continued from front page 
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 CLEANING  BOOKS & GIFTS SUPPORT GROUP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUNSELING

 MASSAGE PHOTOGRAPHY

 CONSULTING

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 LAWN

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 HANDYMAN 
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 ATTORNEY  TAX SERVICES  TRAVEL

 FINANCIAL  AUTO SALES

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CALL 410-244-6780 TO ADVERTISE.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 PET CARE  PHOTOGRAPHY

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

NEED A CAR, TRUCK or SUV?

DON’T BUY NEW, BUY 1 OWNER & SAVE!

Over 1,000 Vehicles!
You Need 2 Pay Stubs 
& 1 Bill - Laurel, MD. 
Gross Income Must 
be $2K Mo. or Above. 

Jason
202.704.8213

C l a s s i f i e d

Mattress
Queen Pillow Top Set
New, In Factory Plastic

Must Sell $100.00
(443)-487-3073

 BEDDING
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