
based on Maurice Sendak’s moving inter-
view with Terry Gross on NPR’s “Fresh Air.” 
The soloist will be William Morton-Ortega. A 
second premiere, “Sing Your Song,” written 
by accompanist Michael T. Clark, will also 
be presented among other selections. The 
second half of the program will continue the 
theme of journeys and homecomings.

Fifty percent of ticket sales from the per-
formance of “The Road Traveled” will support 
Moveable Feast (Mfeast.org), which brings 
food, hope, and dignity to people suffering 
from HIV/AIDS, breast cancer, and other de-
bilitating illnesses. Tickets are $20 and can 
be purchased online at Newwavesingers.org 

County executive race is two-term Democrat-
ic Councilwoman Courtney Watson. Neither 
candidate is facing a primary challenge. But 
as much as Kittleman has earned praise from 
many LGBT people in the county and around 
the state, Watson has no intent to cede that de-
mographic to her opponent knowing that every 
vote matters.

“We all celebrated the marriage victory in 
Maryland in 2012; it was a great day for some-
thing that was long overdue,” Watson said. 
Howard County voted 59 to 41 percent in favor 
of marriage equality in the 2012 referendum.

She has been acclaimed particularly for her 
work in passing gender-identity protections in 
Howard County, and that effort helped to bring 
about similar legislation in Baltimore County.
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position in Howard County that is currently be-
ing held by the term-limited Ken Ulman.

“Senator Allan Kittleman’s support did not 
come without a cost; he lost his leadership 
position,” said Carrie Evans, executive direc-
tor for Equality Maryland. “But that didn’t deter 
him. He worked with the campaign to lend a 
Republican voice to the chorus of support for 
Question 6. His support allowed for more Re-
publicans to come forward claiming marriage 
equality as a Republican value.” 

Kittleman has no regrets concerning his 
pro-LGBT views. “It is said of Robert Kennedy 
that he ‘saw wrongs and tried to right them,’ 
and I’ve tried to do the same,” he explained re-
ferring to a Democratic icon. “That is why I co-
sponsored and helped lead the effort to bring 
marriage equality to Maryland; that is also why 

Courting LGBT Voters in Howard County

The New Wave Singers

Riding the (New) Wave for Moveable Feast
By STeve 
ChariNg

The New Wave Sing-
ers of Baltimore con-
cludes their concert 
season on June 7 with 
a benefit concert titled 
“The Road Traveled.” 
It will take place at 
St. Mark’s Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church 
(1900 St. Paul Street, 
Baltimore) at 7 p.m. 

Under the di-
rection of Adam P. 
Koch, this concert 
will feature the world 
premiere of Nathan 
Hall’s work for cho-
rus, piano, and bari-
tone soloist, “I Am in 
Love with the World,” 

allan h. Kittleman & Courtney Watson

By STeve ChariNg
Republican Senator Allan H. Kittleman has 
been regarded as a hero among LGBT folks 
throughout the state for bucking his party’s po-
sitions and standing up forcefully to advance 
the cause of same-sex marriage. He had also 
been recognized as a stalwart supporter of 
non-discrimination protections on the basis of 
gender identity. In doing so, he was the sole 
GOP Senator to speak out and vote for both 
pieces of legislation.

The Republican caucus in the Senate did 
not approve of his stands on these issues; 
consequently he relinquished the Senate mi-
nority leader post he held. Kittleman eventually 
brought down the curtain on his Senate career 
following this term. He had decided instead to 
seek the soon-to-be vacant county executive 

I co-sponsored this session’s Fairness for All 
Marylanders legislation to provide equal rights 
to members of the transgender community.”

Kittleman’s opponent in the Howard 
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– continued from page 1

“When I learned about the difficulties fac-
ing a transgender classmate of my son’s, I 
started working on a gender-identity non-dis-
crimination bill for Howard County and once 
we passed it in Howard in 2011, I took it to 
Baltimore County and shared it with my col-
leagues there who introduced and passed it 
in 2012,” she recalls. “I testified on the bill in 
Baltimore County and also at the state hear-
ings two years in a row. With two more coun-
ties having successfully implemented this civil 
rights legislation, gender-identity protections 
got much needed momentum in the General 
Assembly this year.” 

Regarded as a swing county, Howard had 
been trending Democratic for over a decade 
yet many project this to be a tight race. Esti-
mates are that LGBT individuals represent 3% 
of the county’s population, which translates 
into roughly 9,000 potential voters. When you 
add in families of LGBT people, friends, neigh-
bors, co-workers, and other supporters in this 
ever-widening circle, the amount of votes up 
for grab could be quite valuable and worth the 

effort for both candidates to woo. 
No stranger to tight elections is Byron Mac-

farlane, who edged out four-term Republican 
incumbent Kay Hartleb in 2010 to become the 
county’s Register of Wills. Macfarlane is the 
first openly gay elected official in Howard and 
enthusiastically backs Watson.

“I endorse Courtney Watson for county 
executive because of her support for marriage 
equality, her efforts during the marriage ballot 
referendum, her unparalleled leadership on 
championing gender identity protections, and 
her commitment that the LGBT community will 
always have a seat at the table on important 
issues facing our county,” Macfarlane said. 
“I’m thrilled to be joining her to celebrate LGBT 
Pride Month with colleagues in government 
and a host of community leaders.” 

Indeed, Macfarlane will be the principal 
host of a campaign rally to boost LGBT sup-
port on June 1 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Azul 17, lo-
cated at 9400 Snowden River Parkway #127 

in Columbia.
For his part, Kittleman is planning a similar 

event to attract LGBT voters. “We are working 
with our many LGBT supporters to organize an 
event in the summer/fall.” 

Watson extols Howard County’s strong 
record on LGBT rights. “I am proud that How-
ard County has led the way for LGBT issues in 
many ways, and as county executive, I will con-
tinue to build a strong Howard County where all 
people are welcome and supported,” she says. 

“But this work isn’t just about legislation; it’s 
about creating a community of support and en-
couragement where all people can reach their 
full potential,” Watson adds. “As county execu-
tive, I will work to make sure that all county 
service providers, from teachers to profession-
als who work with seniors, to first respond-
ers, have competency training and education 
about issues facing the LGBT community. I am 
committed especially to provide the supports 
that can be lacking in some of our schools for 
children who are struggling. StandUpHoCo 
is a county anti-bullying initiative begun this 
year that I worked with Ken Ulman to fund and 
implement, and I will continue to expand this 
important program.”

Sharon Brackett, a trans woman from 
Laurel who is board chair at Gender Rights 
Maryland, has had positive experiences with 
both candidates. “As the key bill sponsor of 
the gender-identity bill I have found [Watson] 
supportive of the trans community. I asked her 
to testify both in Baltimore County and in An-
napolis and she did so willingly. I have interact-
ed with her at a few business functions at the 
Maryland Center for Entrepreneurship,” said 
Brackett who is president and CEO of Tiresias 
Technologies.

In that respect, Brackett, who acknowledg-
es Kittleman being the sole Senate Republican 
to support transgender rights, said she has 
had good discussions about business devel-
opment with him. “He always seems genuinely 
pleased to see me and offers a hug.” 

Kittleman points to his record on fairness 
as to why he should receive LGBT support. 
“As county executive, I will ensure that Howard 
County continues to be a leader in the effort 
to treat all individuals, all families and all mar-
riages equally,” he says. “Discrimination and 
intolerance will not be condoned in my admin-
istration. I will expect and demand that those 
in my administration treat everyone equally 
regardless of their sexual orientation. Further, 
members of the LGBT community will always 
have a seat at the table in my administration. 
I will proactively reach out to the LGBT com-
munity to get their input on issues affecting 
Howard County.”

Because both candidates have been so 
supportive in Howard County, regardless of 
who comes out on top in November, LGBT folks 
and their allies stand to be winners as well. t

COUrTiNg LgBT vOTerS iN 
hOWarD COUNTy

– continued from page 1

“Because both 
candidates have been so 
supportive in Howard 
County, regardless of 
who comes out on top 
in November, LGBT 

folks and their allies 
stand to be winners.”
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A standing-room-only crowd packed the 
Poe Room of the Enoch Pratt Free Li-
brary on May 7 to enjoy an informative 
talk given by author C. Alex Hortis on “The 
historic role of the Mafia in gay life.” The 
event was co-sponsored by FreeState 
Legal and the Enoch Pratt Writers  
“Live!” series. 

Fresh off the 
release of his new 
book, the mob and 
the city: the Hid-
den History of How 
the Mafia Captured 
New York (Pro-
metheus Books, 
2014), Hortis of-
fered a multi-media 
presentation that 
included old stills 
and audio clips that 
discussed how the 
Mafia was able to 
control many of New York’s gay bars and 
virtually all of them in the Village.

Because homosexuals were driven 
underground especially after Prohibition, 
rather than disappearing they sought sanc-
tuaries in bars, which were illegal. “The 
New York State Liquor Authority labeled any 
establishment that served homosexuals to 
be a ‘disorderly premises’ and threatened to 
pull its liquor license. Meanwhile, the City of 
New York banned the employment of gays 
and lesbians in bars,” said Hortis. 

“Any cop on the street could threaten 
to shut down bars for violating such laws, 
he said.” Only the mob had the clout and 
the money to pay off the police, and make 
these establishments highly profitable.

“With little competition, the Mafia could 
charge high prices for substandard ameni-
ties,” Hortis added. “Mobsters were often 
willing to sacrifice their gay customers dur-
ing staged police raids to appease the pub-
lic, too. These frustrations boiled over on 
Saturday, June 28, 1969, when patrons of 
the Mafia-owned Stonewall Inn fought back 
against a police raid.”

Stonewall was a dive bar that was a 
home to many outcasts, homeless, hustlers, 
transvestites, transgender people, and oth-
ers who could not be admitted in better gay 
establishments. It had no running water be-
hind the bar. Bartenders “rewashed” drink-
ing glasses in murky water that had led to 
an outbreak of hepatitis among some cus-
tomers. The Mafia charged exorbitant pric-
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Quist Creator to 
Speak to PFLAG

How the Mafia 
Controlled NYC’s 

Gay Bars 

or at the door. WYPR, the public radio sta-
tion of Maryland (Wypr.org), and baltimore 
outloud are media partners. 

“I Am in Love with the World” is a trib-
ute to Sendak’s inexhaustible spirit. As 
composer and artist Nathan Hall explains, 
“Sendak could express a world of emotions 
in just a few words or a simple illustration. 
He never lost his childlike wonder, even in 
his last days. I wanted to convey this kind 
of spirit in my work.” Sendak was also a 
gay man who lived a quiet but open life with 
his partner of over 50 years. “I think he is 
a role model to many more people than he 
ever imagined,” says Hall. 

Although The New Wave Singers have 
performed many original works in their 29 
years, Greg Zechman, president of the or-
ganization, states this will be the most sig-
nificant to date. “Our chorus is delighted to 

riDiNg The (NeW) Wave fOr 
MOveaBLe feaST

– continued from page 1
By STeve ChariNg
Sarah Prager, a lesbian who created the 
mobile app Quist, will be the guest speaker 
at PFLAG-Westminster’s general meeting 
on May 18. The app was launched in July 
2013 for iOS and Android and has over 
16,000 downloads in 90 countries. Quist 
displays an event from this day in LGBT 
history and other features. 

“Historical events in the app paint a 
picture of how far the LGBTQ community 
has come over time  –  how we have been 
treated, how we have reacted, how our al-
lies have supported us, and how others 
have worked vehemently to stop the prog-
ress. LGBTQ individuals’ contributions to 
society and events in HIV/AIDS history are 
also included,” according to the Quist web-
site Quistapp.com. 

Prager was raised in Connecticut and 
began her life as an activist at age 14 

es for watered-down drinks and bootlegged 
beer and liquor. Hortis and other historians 
believed that the uprising had as much to 
do with a rebellion against Mafia control of 
the bar as a reaction against the police raid. 

baltimore outloud’s Steve Charing 
was part of a Q&A discussion following Hor-
tis’s presentation. He reported the results 
of an interview he had in 1981 with a Stone-
wall bartender who was on duty the night of 
the raid. The bartender named Don said the 
police had been paid off a half hour before 
the raid. He noticed a strange man sitting at 
the bar and his instincts led him to believe 
the man was an undercover policeman. By 
the time he could warn the other three bar-
tenders to clear the registers and get from 
behind the bar, it was too late. Don thought 
that the police’s checking for IDs may have 
also set off the crowd and may have been 
incited by the Stonewall’s managers. Char-
ing also reported on the news coverage in 
New York at the time. It wasn’t a big story 
then in the New York papers, he said, but 
the coverage was derogatory towards ho-
mosexuals.

“I was thrilled with the turnout, and inter-
est in this aspect of LGBT history,” Hortis 
told baltimore outloud after the event. “I 
believe it’s important to reclaim lost LGBT 
history. The Mafia’s historic control of gay 
nightlife is yet another example of the de-
structive effects of ‘The Closet.’”

He added, “Don’t let anyone try to 
downplay the damage of anti-gay laws.” t

when she came out as lesbian. By the 
time she moved to Boston at age 17 she 
had been a keynote speaker at a rally of 
hundreds and founded the largest student 
group at her high school. Throughout her 
career so far she has worked and volun-
teered for several non-profit organizations 
including Boston Pride, Maryland Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault, and BGO Gemini 
(Bulgaria’s LGBT rights organization). Sar-

ah moved to Prince 
George’s County 
with her wife, Liz, in 
May 2012. 

Prager’s writing 
has been published 
in Social media 
monthly, Huffington 
Post, Hartford cou-
rant, Gay life, and 
various blogs. She 
has been a guest 
on “HuffPost Live,” 
“The Michelangelo 
Signorile Show” on 
Sirius XM Progress 

Radio, and “The List” on ABC2. Go maga-
zine named Sarah one of the “13 Red Hot 
Entrepreneurs” of 2013.

The meeting, which is free, confidential 
and open to the public, will run from 5 to 7 
p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
17 Bond Street, Westminster, Maryland. 
Light refreshments will be served. For 
more information, visit Pflagwcc.org. t

be performing this compelling musical work 
inspired by the thoughts and reflections of 
such a respected and beloved author/il-
lustrator. We are honored that Nathan Hall 
selected us to premiere this work for the 
world.” 

Nathan Hall’s works include traditional 
classical music as well as experimental 
works and collaborations. Hall is a recent 
Fulbright Fellow to Iceland and has re-
ceived his doctoral degree in music (DMA) 
from the University of Colorado-Boulder. 
His collaborative works have been exhib-
ited around the world, and his music has 
won numerous awards. For more informa-
tion about Nathan’s career, visit his web-
site, Nathan-hall.net. 

“It’s both a great feeling and humbling at 
the same time to be participating in a world 
premier of a piece of music,” says Richard 
Spittel, New Wave’s bass section leader. 
“It’s up to the chorus (and conductor Adam 
and accompanist Michael) to bring to frui-
tion the composer’s meanings, emotions 
and intentions, which can be more difficult 
if the piece has never been performed, and 
no recordings exist.” He adds, “Working on 
this piece has brought the members of the 
chorus closer together as we work together 
to learn and perfect the piece.”

Founded in 1985, The New Wave Sing-
ers of Baltimore is Maryland’s only gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight 
chorus. Their mission is to make music that 
matters by performing songs of hope, diver-
sity, inclusion, and humor; they challenge 
our communities to embrace equality, har-
mony, and understanding. It’s a member of 
the Gay and Lesbian Association of Cho-
ruses (GALA) with more than 170 choral 
groups in the U.S. and Canada.

Locally, the New Wave Singers pres-

Quist creator 
Sarah prager

author C. alex hortis
credit: Bob Ford

ence has been evident over the years 
in “the outreach we do, both to LGBT 
organizations and other places where 
we put a face on our community,” said 
Scott King, a spokesman for the group. 
“The chorus sang at Artscape last sum-
mer and at a Center Stage opening a 
couple of weeks ago. We participated in 
a Rotoract fund raising concert in Febru-
ary and have sung at PFLAG in Carroll 
County and Equality Maryland. We did a 
joint concert with the Rainbow Chorale 
of Delaware last month, and [this past] 
weekend [we sang] at the Ride for the 
Feast.”

New Wave is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion supported in part by the Maryland 
State Arts Council. For more information, 
to request a performance, or to join the 
group, visit Newwavesingers.org. The 
diverse group is always looking for new 
members. t
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By STeve ChariNg
The GLBT Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB) firmed up 
the dates for Baltimore Pride – an enter-
prise run by the GLCCB for over 30 years. 
The 2014 edition of Baltimore Pride will 
take place on Father’s Day Weekend, June 
13-15, and the events scheduled for Sat-
urday and Sunday of the weekend will be 
held in the Mt. Royal area. For years, the 
block party took place at the intersection of 
East Eager and North Charles Streets with 

the Sunday festival at Druid Hill Park.
The Pride Parade and Block Party are 

set for Saturday, June 14, with the Pride 
Festival on Sunday, June 15. The parade 
route will begin at the intersection of East 
Eager Street and North Charles Street and 
continue along Charles up to Mt. Royal Av-
enue. Both Saturday and Sunday events 
have shifted to Mount Royal Avenue and 
Cathedral Street in an area where the an-
nual Artscape festival is held. No events 
will take place in Druid Hill Park, as in 
years past.
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The Saturday block party will run from 
2 to 8 p.m., and the Sunday festival go-
ing on between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. These 
events will be held rain or shine.

Last year’s Saturday block party oc-
curred amid controversy as City Café 
owner Gino Cardinale asked that the block 
party’s western boundary be moved east 
by a block to Morton Street so that drink-
ing and carousing would not take place 
in front of his establishment. There were 
heated exchanges on social media from 

both sides of the issue re-
garding whether the block 
party had become un-
manageable. The GLCCB 
complied with Cardinale’s 
request but a number of 
complaints that drinking 
occurred in nearby parking 
lots were reported.

Twilight on the Ter-
race, the ninth annual fun-
draiser for the GLCCB, will 
take place on June 13 at 
Gertrude’s restaurant at 
the Baltimore Museum of 
Art. Attire for the event is 
garden-party; there will be 
hors d’oeuvres, a four-hour 
open bar, and dancing.

The GLCCB had originally tapped June 
21-22 for the main Pride events, but permit-
ting issues forced the organization to revert 
back to the second weekend in June. 

“We apologize for the any confusion 
that this may have caused and are work-
ing diligently with Baltimore City officials 
to make this year’s event a success,” said 
Kelly Neel, GLCCB interim director in a 
statement. “We look forward to seeing you 
at our 39th Pride celebration!” 

For more information, visit Baltimore-
pride.org. t

Pride Dates Clarified; Location Changed

The block party shifts to Mt. royal
credit: Jay W Photos
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Michael Sam is not guaranteed to make 
the team. But it is a trail blazing moment, 
as was the signing of out NBA player Ja-
son Collins earlier in the year. With pres-
sure mounting on the NFL to present a 
better image and the encouragement from 
its commissioner Roger Goodell, Sam’s 
ability and heart plus overwhelming sup-
port from fans and the media, Sam should 
succeed. t

A newly released study by the Human 
Rights Campaign, “The Cost of the Closet 
and the Rewards of Inclusion,” identifies 
that most LGBT employees (53 percent) 
nationwide are closeted on the job. The re-
port comes on the heels of a report by the 
Merit Systems Protection Board (MSPB), 
which finds the policy on workplace dis-
crimination for federal employees based 
on sexual orientation has not been 
interpreted uniformly, despite be-
ing the government’s policy since 
1980.

Regardless of significant 
strides among the Fortune 500 
and other major businesses im-
plementing inclusive employment 
policies and practices, consistent 
legal protections are not afforded 
to LGBT people state to state. 
There are no state laws prohibit-
ing workplace discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation in 
29 states and gender identity in 
33 states. Efforts continue to pass 
the Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act (ENDA) for federal sexual 
orientation and gender-identity 
workplace protections.

“While LGBT-inclusive corporate poli-
cies are becoming the norm, the fact is that 
LGBT workers still face a national patch-
work of legal protections, leaving many 
to hide who they are for fear of discrimi-
nation in the workplace and in their com-
munities,” said Deena Fidas, director of 
HRC’s Workplace Equality Program. “Even 
among those private sector employers with 
laudable, inclusive policies and practices, 
these are necessary but not wholly suf-
ficient for creating a climate of inclusion. 
Employees are getting married without tell-
ing their coworkers for fear of losing social 
connections, or they’re not transitioning 

ness to be a likely draft pick. Moreover, 
some team scouts told the media anony-
mously that when Sam disclosed his sexu-
al orientation in an interview with ESPN in 
February, his stock had fallen. 

The in-draft analysts on ESPN, none-
theless, effusively praised Sam’s character 
and work ethic and “motor.” Sam should be 
taken in the draft if a team or a club needs 
a special team player or a pass rusher, 
they opined, and they encouraged his root-
ers that even if not drafted, he could be 
invited to a team’s training camp and be 
signed as an undrafted free agent as 47 
did last year. A development like that could 
even be more beneficial to him.

Yet something akin to a Hollywood 
script unfolded. As the number of available 
picks was perilously dwindling to a pre-
cious few late Saturday afternoon – only 
eight remained – Michael Sam received 
the phone call from St. Louis Rams head 
coach Mike Fisher. “You are a Ram,” said 
Fisher. “The wait is finally over.”

Sam was seen on ESPN breaking 
down and sobbing at the news in real time, 
barely audibly thanking Fisher. He was in 
the arms of his boyfriend Vito Cammisano, 
and then they kissed for several moments 
– something ESPN did not cut away from 
as one would have expected not that long 
ago.

“This is a football decision,” Fisher 
said. “We are very, very comfortable with 
everything about him” – high praise in-
deed. “We weren’t going to miss the op-
portunity to add an outstanding player to 
our roster,” he added.

St. Louis is a good fit for Sam as it is 
only a two-hour drive from Columbia, Mis-
souri, where Sam excelled at the Universi-
ty of Missouri. People are familiar with him 
and he is well respected there.

Reactions were mostly positive, and 
they poured in from everywhere. The Presi-
dent of the United States weighed in. “From 
the playing field to the corporate board-
room, LGBT Americans prove everyday that 
you should be judged by what you do and 
not who you are,” Obama said. He also con-
gratulated the NFL and the St. Louis Rams.

The historic breakthrough was not lost 
on LGBT civil rights leaders. “We congratu-
late Michael Sam and the St. Louis Rams 
on their terrific decision to draft him,” said 
Human Rights Campaign president Chad 
Griffin in a statement. “Today, LGBT young 
people can look to Sam as proof that be-
ing open and proud of who you are doesn’t 
keep you from achieving your dreams. 
Gay people are our neighbors and friends. 
They’re our U.S. Senators and, starting to-
day, they’re our professional football stars.”

Although he was drafted by the Rams, 
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By STeve ChariNg
As people around the country were tuning 
in to the National Football League draft ex-
travaganza that took place May 8-10, there 
was a little more interest than usual in the 
2014 version than in previous years. For 

in this cycle, there was the possibility (and 
hope) that an openly gay man, Michael 
Sam, a defensive end who was a star at 
the University of Missouri, could have his 
name called by an NFL team and break the 
rainbow barrier to become the first ever 
openly gay man to play in the nation’s most 
lucrative professional sports league. 

After 248 out of 256 players heard their 
names called during the otherwise tedious 
process that will dramatically change these 
young men’s lives, hope began to melt into 
concern and then rationalization as the 7th 
and final round was slowly progressing 
and still no word of Michael Sam, 24, from 
Hitchcock, Texas. 

Will the NFL do the right thing or are 
the executives still not as progressive on 
social issues as many of their players? Is 
Michael Sam really too slow to be a line-
backer and even at 6 foot 2, 260 pounds. 
too small to be a defensive end in the pros 
based on a series of physical tests that had 
taken place at a rigorous audition known 
as the combine? Will any team take the 
risk of having a gay player and potentially 
cause a distraction in the locker room? Will 
the media cause its own distraction?

Analysts at ESPN who dutifully provid-
ed all the insight one would want (or could 
take) during the three-day draft proceed-
ings also speculated on whether or not 
Sam had the right stuff. The first-team All-
American and 2013 Southeast Conference 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year did not 
have the “numbers” or the size or quick-

Majority of LGBT 
Workers Closeted

on the Job

History Made 
in the NFL

Michael Sam kissing his boyfriend vito 
after receiving the news  credit: courtesy of ESPN

even though they know they need to for 
fear of losing their jobs. The inclusive poli-
cies coming from the boardroom have not 
fully made it into the everyday culture of 
the American workplace.”

The Cost of the Closet surveyed over 
800 LGBT workers across the country and 
included an added survey of non-LGBT 
workers. The report at a glance:

• Invisible workforce: Fifty-three per-
cent of LGBT employees hide who they 
are at work;

• Double standards towards LGBT 
workers: Over 80 percent of non-LGBT 
workers report that conversations about 
social lives, relationships and dating come 
up weekly and often daily and 81 percent 
feel that LGBT people “should not have to 
hide who they are at work,” however less 
than half would feel comfortable hearing 
an LGBT coworker talk about dating;

• “That’s so gay”: One in four LGBT em-
ployees report hearing negative comments 
such as “that’s so gay” while at work;

• Turnover costs of the closet: One-
fifth of LGBT workers report looking for a 
job specifically because the environment 
wasn’t accepting of LGBT identities, and 
close to one in ten (9 percent) successfully 

left a job for the same reasons they were 
not comfortable;

• Retention benefits of inclusion: 26 
percent have stayed in a job because the 
environment was accepting.

All of these findings come as more For-
tune 500 companies than ever before have 
implemented inclusive workplace non-dis-
crimination policies  –  91 percent provide 
explicit protections on the basis of sexual 
orientation and 61 percent on the basis of 
gender identity, a historic high.  t

more info at Hrc.org/climate and mspb.
gov/netsearch/viewdocs.aspx?docnumber
=1026379&version=1030388&application
=acrobat
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Hagerstown Hope Set for May 17
By ShaNNON viTiriTTi
In 2011, Anna Draper Bowers had a dream. 
The dream began with the idea that all people, 
regardless of sexual orientation, should be able 
to be married. She then gathered a tenacious 
group of her friends from various walks of life to 
turn her dream into a reality.

By June, the group had succeeded and 
Hagerstown Hopes was born. As monumental 
as the first chapter may have been, the story is 
not finished being written.

On May 17th, the next chapter will be 
penned at Doubs Wood Park (1132 Maryland 
Avenue) from noon until 4 p.m. An amazing cast 
of characters will be added to the lore, including 
Miss Gay Maryland 2014 Alondra Sancheez, 
Luscious Purr, Poet DJ Williams, DJ JerrBerr, 
the reigning first-alternate Miss Gay Free State 
America 2014 Chastity Vain, and keynote speak-
er meteorologist Bryan Schuerman. 

Entertainment is just one part of the story. 
There will be food available from Georgia Boy 
Cafe, a restaurant featured on Food Network’s 
“restaurant: impossible,” and The Club. 

Hagerstown Hopes is more than food and 
entertainment. There will be a kids zone for chil-
dren to play and enjoy the outdoors. The Wash-
ington County Health Department will be offering 

confidential free HIV testing. Hagerstown Hopes’ 
media sponsor, baltimore outloud, will be on 
scene to distribute Baltimore’s largest LGBTQ 
biweekly paper. In fact, Hagerstown Hopes will 
feature over 30 businesses and organizations 
pledging their support to the LGBTQ community 
in the four-state area. 

Every story needs some action, but what 
about an auction? Hagerstown Hopes will fea-
ture a silent auction with thousands of dollars 
worth of goods and services available. All of the 
proceeds going to support Hagerstown Hopes, a 
non-profit organization. 

When Anna Draper Bowers set out to cre-
ate Hagerstown Hopes in 2011, she had a vision. 
Over time, her vision has become reality. That re-
ality continues to grow every year, thanks to the 
efforts of the entire community around her. Come 
join us, rain or shine, at Doubs Woods Park on 
May 17 between noon and 4 p.m. and add your 
name to the growing list of characters that has 
made Hagerstown Hopes the family-friendly 
event it is today, and will become tomorrow. 

Find out more about Hagerstown Hopes at 
Facebook.com/HagerstownHopes or email us at 
hagerstownhopes@gmail.com.

The vision continues, thanks to people like 
you. t

9619 Stauffer Road
Walkersville, MD
(301) 845-2705

www.ADogsHaven.com                             @ /ADogsHaven

Offering Supervised, Off-leash 
Daycare and Boarding for Dogs

Prices Include All Amenities
Shuttle Transport Available

A Recreational Homestead 
for Your Best Friend

Gay owned and operated
65 Acres in Potomac Highlands
manplacegbb.com  304-289-5491

Man Place Bed and Breakfast
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ing homosexuality.” The law is broad in 
its reach and criminalizes even activism 
and public health education work related 
to LGBT individuals, including those living 
with HIV. Anti-gay sentiment in Uganda 
has been promoted by American evangeli-
cals such as Scott Lively, who travelled to 
the country to preach and promote what 
was at the time called the “Kill the gays” 
bill because it included the death penalty, 
which was removed.

“It is simply not safe for John to return 
to Uganda,” said Janson Wu, an attorney 
with Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders 
(GLAD), which is representing Wambere. 
“Even before the bill was signed, John was 
outed as gay by newspapers, harassed 
by strangers, received death threats from 
anonymous phone calls, evicted from his 
home, and beaten up. Now he also faces 
life imprisonment should he return.” (bay 
Windows – baywindows.com)

Brunei fallout: 
Gays & allies 
boycott Beverly 
Hills Hotel 
Los angeles, California – Imposing shar-
ia law on his small Southeast Asian coun-
try has already cost the Sultan of Brunei 
$1.5 million, and is likely to cost him much 
more as a world-wide boycott of his luxury 
hotels grows. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, 
reportedly worth $20 billion including in-
vestments in posh hotels in the U.S. and 
Great Britain, introduced sharia on May 1. 
Among the penalties is death by stoning 
for gay people and for women who have 
sex outside of marriage. Men will be al-
lowed to take four wives and married wom-
en will be legally obligated to have sex with 
their husbands. If they refuse, they may be 
flogged. The International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ) has ruled that Brunei’s sharia 

comes weeks after a Canadian tourist was 
allegedly raped, beaten and robbed after 
inviting a man he met on Grindr to his Cen-
ter City hotel room. A suspect in that case, 
26-year-old Douglas Spady, was identified 
but not yet apprehended.

Dizdarevic was originally from Bosnia. 
His family fled to Kentucky as war refu-
gees in 1993. He moved to Philadelphia 
last summer to take a job as a chemical 
engineer at the Stepan Company in New 
Jersey. Dizdarevic had been living in the 
Spring Garden section with his boyfriend 
of two years. He had been scheduled for a 
trip home to meet up with family and friends 
for the Kentucky Derby. Close friend Drew 
Owen said Dizdarevic was looking forward 
to the trip. “This was an important trip for 
him because he was coming back to see 
all of his old friends and his family,” he told 
PGN. (Philadelphia Gay News – angela 
thomas at epgn.com)

Well known 
Ugandan gay 
activist seeks 
asylum in US
Washington, D.C – John Abadallah Wam-
bere, a prominent Ugandan gay activist 
who was featured in the documentaries 
“Call Me Kuchu” and “Missionaries of 
Hate,” filed for asylum today in the U.S. 
Wambere has been an activist for 14 years, 
as a co-founder of Spectrum Uganda Ini-
tiatives, through which he has worked to 
ensure the safety of the LGBT community, 
reduce stigma, assist LGBT Ugandans un-
der arrest, and educate about HIV. “This 
has been a very, very difficult decision for 
me,” said Wambere. “I have devoted my 
life to working for LGBTI people in Uganda, 
and it gives me great pain not to be with 
my community, allies, and friends while 
they are under increasing attack. But in my 
heart, I know it is my only option, and that 
I would be of no use to my community in 
jail.”

Uganda’s LGBT community has been 
under escalating public, political, and 
physical attack in recent years, culminat-
ing in the passage of the Anti-Homosexual-
ity Act and its signing into law on February 
24, 2014 by President Yoweri Museveni. 
The act imposes harsher penalties for 
same-sex relationships, including life im-
prisonment. It also imposes new penalties 
for any activities that are viewed as “aiding 
and abetting homosexuality” and “promot-

Philly man 
murdered – 
maybe via Grindr
Chester, pennsylvania – A 25-year-old 
Philadelphia man was brutally murdered 
last week in Chester, and police believe 
the victim may have met his killer on a dat-
ing app frequently used by gay men. Dino 
Dizdarevic was scheduled to arrive in his 
native Kentucky May 1 but never boarded 
his plane. His body was discovered early 
the next morning in an alley behind the 
900 block of Packer Street in Chester. Po-
lice say he was partially clothed and had 
been beaten and strangled. Investigators 
have reportedly said Dizdarevic didn’t re-
turn home after a night out with friends. 
His family in Kentucky was contacted and 
a missing-person report was filed prior to 

the discovery of his body Friday. His car 
was parked at his home, and it is unclear 
how he got to Chester.

Several media outlets have reported 
authorities believe Dizdarevic met his killer 
through Grindr, a phone app frequently 
used by gay and bisexual men to meet oth-
er men. Multiple calls to Chester Police to 
confirm this information were not returned 
by press time. A suspect had not yet been 
publicly identified. Police are in posses-
sion of Dizdarevic’s cell phone. His murder 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyOND The BeLTWay

laws were incompatible with international 
human rights law, and the U.N. High Com-
missioner for Human Rights has said he 
was deeply concerned by their introduc-
tion. 

The Sultan’s action touched off a glob-
al firestorm of protest, including a boy-
cott of his landmark Beverly Hills Hotel, 
the venue for an annual pre-Oscar event. 
Unite Here Local 11, the union that rep-
resents Los Angeles-area hotel workers, 
has been joined by Hollywood celebrities 
like Jay Leno and Ellen Degeneres, and 
by the Human Rights Campaign in leading 
the boycott. The Beverly Hills Hotel, long 
a gathering place for Hollywood celebri-
ties, has already lost $1.5 million in book-
ings as organizations moved their events 
to different venues, among them the Mo-
tion Picture and Television Fund’s annual 
Night Before the Oscars charity event, and 
the Feminist Majority Foundation’s annual 
Global Women’s Rights Awards. Beverly 
Hills Mayor Lili Bosse introduced a City 
Council resolution condemning Brunei, 
which passed unanimously. In England, 
gay actor Stephen Fry is leading a similar 
boycott of the Sultan’s flagship hotel, Lon-
don’s Dorchester. HRC called on the Bev-
erly Hills Hotel to stop promoting same-
sex wedding services. 

However, Christopher Cowdray, CEO 
of the Dorchester Collection group, the 
Sultan’s holding company, said he felt the 
hotels were being unfairly targeted. “It is 
not just about the Sultan of Brunei. These 
laws exist in other parts of the world,’ 
Cowdray said, and activists were not ‘re-
futing laws in those countries. . . .There 
are other hotel companies in this city that 
are owned by Saudi Arabia ... you know, 
your shirt probably comes from a country 
which has human-rights issues,’ Cowdray 
added. (Seattle Gay News – mike andrew 
at Sgn.org)

Philly Sees 1st 
national LGBT 
jazz festival 
philadelphia, pennsylvania – Organizers 
of the nation’s first LGBT jazz festival, to 
be held later this year in Philadelphia, 
unveiled plans for the inaugural event 
last week. At a press conference May 7 at 
City Hall, it was announced that OutBeat: 
America’s First Queer Jazz Festival will be 
held Sept. 18-21. Headliners will include 
Grammy-winning pianist Fred Hersch, 
Andy Bey, Patricia Barber Quartet and 

John abadallah Wambere

Dino Dizdarevic
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ily plot left to Obergefell by his father, Arthur 
had to be listed as married and Obergefell as 
his surviving spouse on his death certificate. 
Later, William Herbert Ives passed away, and 
his spouse David Michener sued for his death 
certificate to list him as married and Michener 
as the surviving spouse. 

U.S. District Judge Timothy Black in Cin-
cinnati ruled in December that Ohio must rec-
ognize both couples’ marriages. Last month, 
in a second case concerning birth certificates, 
Black made a similar ruling that the state 
must recognize valid same-sex marriages 
from other states. That case is also headed to 
the Sixth Circuit. t (Gay People’s chronicle – 
anthony Glassman at gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Like Us On
Facebook!

BeyOND The BeLTWay

Bill Stewart. The event is being staged 
by William Way LGBT Community Center, 
with backing by the Pew Center for Arts & 
Heritage.

“Philadelphia has enjoyed a legacy 
of being a great music city. We’re also a 
city that affirms the lives of LGBT people,” 
said Mayor Michael Nutter. “Hosting the 
first LGBT jazz festival in North America 
provides an opportunity to showcase the 
rich and vibrant culture of our city.” Wil-
liam Way executive director Chris Bartlett 
said it was an honor to host the “historic 
occasion.” “We are thankful that the Pew 

Center for Arts & Heritage embraced this 
visionary initiative that we can now share 
with the world,” Bartlett added.

Events will be held across the city, 
including at the center, Painted Bride Art 
Center and Chris’ Jazz Café. Union Trans-
fer will host a daylong closing event, with 
Spring Garden Street closed down for ven-
dors, musicians, food carts, and artisans. 
For more information, visit www.OutBeat-
JazzFest.com. (Philadelphia Gay News – 
Jen colletta at epgn.com)

Equality 
Ohio seeks to 
intervene in 
marriage case
Cincinnati, Ohio – Equality Ohio filed a 
motion on April 23 to intervene in an Ohio 
marriage case currently before the U.S. Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The motion, on be-
half of both Equality Ohio and the Equality 
Ohio Education Fund as well as four same-
sex couples in the state, has Roberta Kaplan 

representing the group. Kaplan, of Gay and 
Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, repre-
sented Edie Windsor in the Supreme Court 
case that struck the third section of the fed-
eral Defense of Marriage Act last June. That 
case has contributed to most of the 66 mar-
riage lawsuits that have been filed around the 
nation since then, including the Ohio ones. By 
intervening, the parties open the door for Ka-
plan to introduce other arguments to support 
those of Obergefell and Michener.

The case in which Equality Ohio seeks to 
intervene centers around a couple seeking 
recognition of their legal, out-of-state mar-
riage on an Ohio death certificate. John Arthur 
was dying of Lou Gehrig’s disease when he 
and James Obergefell were married last year 
in Maryland. However, to be buried in a fam-
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IS A LOSER

weaken Maryland’s criminal laws in any way.  
If someone goes into a restroom to ogle or 
expose themselves or harass or assault 
someone, what they are doing is illegal and 
they will be prosecuted – regardless of how 
they are dressed or what their sex is or what 
their gender identity is.”

The general public’s ignorance of what 
being transgender means causes many to 
be susceptible to the bunk spewed by the 
petitioners. Plenty still perceive transgender 
folks as cross-dressers acting out a fetish. 

Nonetheless, a Goucher College poll 
from March shows that some 71 percent 
of Marylanders support non-discrimination 
for transgender people. But as I have cau-
tioned before, one should never lean on a 
poll. Social justice issues tend to skew the 
numbers favorably towards minority rights. 
We also don’t know if the methodology was 
sound. And most importantly, the data do not 
reflect the “bathroom” propaganda yet to be 
unleashed.

Therefore, it is prudent to fight back fe-
rociously with all the information we can 
muster. By playing their ace-in-the-hole now, 
MDPetitions.com gave FAMA supporters the 
time to respond to the childish fantasies that 
comprise the basic rationale for their opposi-
tion to the law. t

 ThiNKiNg OUTLOUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

rott that is spearheading the drive to over-
turn the Fairness for All Marylanders Act 
(FAMA) by referendum, needs 18,500 sig-
natures by May 31 and if successful, a to-
tal of 55,736 validated signatures by June 
30. Assuming those goals are reached, the 
effort will likely fail by a popular vote. 

FAMA amends the state anti-discrimi-
nation law to include gender identity that 
would ban discrimination in employment, 
housing, credit and public accommoda-
tions. The opposition cannot make a legiti-
mate case to topple it.

This same group launched the success-
ful drive to petition the Religious Freedom 
and Civil Marriage Protection Act to referen-
dum in 2012. Few accurately predicted the 
outcome, however, because never before 
had a ballot initiative to legalize same-sex 
nuptials succeeded when left to the voters 
to decide. Despite history on its side, the 
active support of the Catholic Church, the 
National Organization for Marriage and oth-
er factors, Marylanders rejected the refer-
endum and voted “yes” to marriage equality 
by a 52-48 percent margin.

I would be absolutely shocked if this 
statewide referendum effort to maintain dis-
crimination against transgender individuals 
were to succeed at the ballot box. One of 
the main reasons is the referendum propo-
nents’ decision to dub the legislation as “the 
bathroom bill.” 

While marriage equality opponents pre-
sented a combination of arguments based 
on religion, debunked studies on the nega-
tive effects on children of gay or lesbian 
parents, opposition to redefining “tradition-
al” marriage, and that somehow same-sex 
marriage would lead to teaching homosex-
uality in the schools, MDPetitions.com and 
their allies are settling on the outrageously 
false charge that the law would open the 
door for men wearing dresses to enter a 
women’s restroom and do nasty things.

The baltimore Sun derided this strat-

egy as “juvenile in a third-grade 
classroom” and “embarrassing” 
in an editorial. The Washington 
Post opined, “This was middle-
school trash talk disguised as 
policy analysis.”

The petitioners played their 
hand early, and it should be a 
cakewalk to tear this argument 
to shreds.

Listening to the testimony by 
opponents of FAMA during the 
House and Senate hearings and 
then again on the House floor as 
part of the debate would drive 
any rational person to shriek. 
These people have no clue as to 
what it means to be transgender. 
They purposely and misleadingly 
conflate being transgender with being a 
transvestite; that if a man “feels like being 
a woman one day,” he will put on a dress and 
wig and enter a woman’s private space to 
presumably stare or commit a sexual assault. 

Here’s a newsflash: if a man is inclined 
to perform a depraved act like that, he can 
do so without the benefit of FAMA. Another 
flash: if anybody accosts, molests, or rapes 
anyone in a restroom or other locale, they are 
subject to the laws of the jurisdiction that pro-
hibit those acts and will be prosecuted and 
punished. 

In the 17 other states and D.C. as well as 
the several jurisdictions in Maryland – Balti-
more City, Baltimore County, Howard County, 
Montgomery County, and Hyattsville – where 
comprehensive gender identity protections 
have been enacted, there have been no such 
reports or problems resulting from the pas-
sage of the legislation. FAMA does not make 
it legal to commit crimes, so how can the ref-
erendum’s supporters expect people to be-
lieve these so-called horror stories?

Unfortunately, many will. As the anti-
marriage equality folks did in attempting to 
scare people, they intend to use children as 
their pawns because once you bring children 
into the picture, the emotional landscape 
shifts. “Little girls will no longer be safe in a 
restroom if this bill becomes law,” they say. 
That’s what we can expect, but fortunately, 
that’s all they have, and it should and will be 
shot down. 

Equality Maryland, the most significant 
component in the umbrella group Maryland 
Coalition for Transgender Equality, will osten-
sibly counter the petition drive. To its credit 
the organization has launched an education 
campaign designed to discredit the false-
hoods put forth by the petitioners. Among 
the 19 questions listed on their FAQ page 
(Equalitymaryland.org/faqs-for-sb-212-the-
fairness-for-all-marylanders-act/#BM9), the 
one that directly addresses the question 

about men dressing up as women to enter 
a women’s rest room contains a clear re-
sponse:

“This law does not entitle a person whose 
core identity is male to use the women’s 
room, or whose core identity is female to 
use the men’s room.  Even if a man dress-
es up as woman, if his sincerely held, core 
identity is male, he cannot use the women’s 
room.  This Act does not change that.

“Moreover, this law does not change or 

MDPetitions.com, 
the group led by 
Delegate Neil Par-

The ‘Bathroom 
Bill’ Argument...
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Polyamory, Throupleing, & M   rality

 ThiNKiNg OUTLOUD

My hope is that as you read this on, or 
after, May 16, 2014 I will be celebrating 
in the heady air of having seen Governor 
O’Malley sign SB212 into law on May 15th. 
Yes, trans folk in Maryland will have the 
same rights secured for them that our LGB 
peers have enjoyed since 2001. At least by 
October 1, 2014 they will. But I suspect it 
is going to take more than just a law on the 
books to change the outcomes for many 
trans folk as the die was 
cast some time ago. Put 
another way, the law does 
not change minds, only 
behavior. Changing minds 
takes some effort beyond 
that pen and paper.

I know there are some 
right wingers out there 
trying to raise signatures 
against the law to send it 
to referendum. This col-
umn is not going to offer 
them some free publicity. 
Their burden is clear, get 
enough signatures. We 
do not need to help them 
by banging pots and pans 
to bring attention to their 
misguided campaign. 
Like in Baltimore County 
their efforts may just die 
on the vine. The end of 
May or June will tell as 
those are the due dates 
for signatures. I do expect 
to publish the names and 
addresses of those who 
sign on a nice Google 
map should they succeed. Yes, petitions are 
public documents. Sunshine is a ready and 
potent antiseptic to fear and hate. But that 
aside, they are broken people because they 
do not understand, and have no desire to un-
derstand, trans folk.

I recently met with retiring Howard Coun-
ty chief of police Bill McMahon and his suc-
cessor, incoming chief Major Gary Gardner, 
regarding what efforts they have made and 
are making with respect to training sworn 
officers, staff, and volunteers with respect 
to their interactions with trans persons. I re-

layed to the chief and his staff an incident I 
experienced in 2010 at a traffic stop with a 
HoCo Police Officer. In this instance I had 
a blown tail light bulb. At that time my docu-
mentation did not match my presentation. So 
the dialog started with “Driver’s license and 
registration ma’am” and ended with “Here 
are your documents, sir.” As interactions 
with the police go, that was tame, to be sure. 
But it highlighted the lack of understanding 
in the department at the time.

I suspect that shortfall exists in other 
departments presently throughout Maryland 
and those places are going to have to come 
up to speed quickly. For that matter there are 
likely places where trans protections have 
already been in place that could stand some 
instruction or a refresher on the law and in-
teraction with trans persons. [Baltimore can 
you hear me?]

To their credit the Howard County Po-
lice Department, with the assistance of 

PFLAGer Catherine Hyde, 
have developed and deliv-
ered training on the topic. 
Catherine worked directly 
with the Howard County 
Police to start a program 
of education and informa-
tion dissemination. From 
what I can tell it is working. 
Does that mean it is per-
fect? Probably not. But it is 
a great start. 

I do not know if other 
jurisdictions in the state 
have such materials or in-
structional programs but I 
am certain that as of Octo-
ber 1, 2014 they are going 
to be needed. Yes Garrett, 
Cecil, and Somerset that 
includes you too. My two 
cents, you might contact 
HoCo for a copy.

But this begs the ques-
tion. Who owns this en-
lightenment effort? I am 
going to say it belongs to 
the trans community and 
our staunch allies, espe-

cially those of us who live in each of those ju-
risdictions. You see if law enforcement does 
not see us, or know us, or have a dialog 
with us, then what right do we have to ex-
pect them to behave accordingly and pro-
tect us. Yes, we have a law now, but if you 
really want to effect change then you need 
to be out and in a dialog with them. When 
you do have that conversation, please tell 
them to have a nice day and that you ap-
preciate the difficult job they do. I have 
found a smile can go a long way toward 
fostering law and order. t

Law and Order

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

By eiLiSh MCCahiLL
I wanted to write this because of the wide-
spread news coverage of the “lesbian 
throuple,” because there seemed to be 
some fuzziness about what polyamory is. 
While I do not think that publications such 
as the New York Post were unkind in their 
fuzziness, I wanted to make sure to do my 
part in educating people because educa-
tion is how our society moves forward. 

For starters a “throuple” is a newly 
coined pop culture term for a three-way 
non-monogamous grouping. When you 
take the word “three” and add the word 
“couple” you get “throuple,” and “throu-
pling” is being in participation with this re-
lationship construct

I also pride myself on being a very 
honest person so I need to say 
that I am polyamorous both in 
relationship practice and in my 
identity with my sexuality, and 
this piece will be from my own 
perspective and will include the 
knowledge that I have obtained 
in my lifetime. 

So, what is polyamory? 
Polyamory literally means 
“many loves.” Polyamory is a 
relationship style just like that of monoga-
my, and for some, such as myself, it is also 
an extension or an encompassing of one’s 
sexuality. Though polyamory takes many 
forms and the faces of polyamory are very 
diverse, just like with any demographic we 
all have one core value in common and that 
is consent. 

Nobody in a polyamorous relationship 
that is a true and healthy polyamorous rela-
tionship is there by force; everybody involved 
wants to be involved. Polyamory is three 
or more people in a romantic relationship. 
Sometimes all of those people date each 
other and nobody else. Other times polyam-
orous people will have what we call a “main” 
or “primary” partner and each of us will have 
partners in addition to that partner. 

I know that when you read that you may 
instantly think that this is cheating. So let me 
stop you there and explain that this is not 
cheating. Cheating is when a person goes 
outside of their established relationship to find 
romantic and also sexual satisfaction without 
that established romantic partner knowing 
that they are doing this. Cheating lacks in-
clusive consent, and that is why cheating is 
hurtful. 

When somebody in a polyamorous rela-
tionship dates somebody in addition to their 
primary partner, the two of them will talk first 
before “opening up” and set up rules and 
boundaries that they all agree on for what 

is okay and what is not when branching out. 
Polyamory is not focused on things like gen-
der, sexuality, socio-economic status, race, 
and even religion. Polyamory is only about 
freedom of expression and freedom to find 
happiness naturally. 

We are social beings, and while monog-
amy works for many people polyamory also 
works for many people because for many 
of us we need more than just friends to feel 
satisfied in our expression. Now this does not 
mean that polyamory is about sex; we form 
real, committed relationships just like that of 
our monogamous counterparts. 

 I also wanted to write this because I 
still see an idea in our society that says that 
non-monogamy is immoral. So I am here to 
tell you that non-monogamy it is not a bad 

thing. As long as nobody is being 
abused in the process, I really do 
not understand why these kinds 
of statements that are disparag-
ing are accepted. 

Being polyamorous or non-
monogamous in some other way 
is also not something that is for 
the fringe parts of humanity that 
are underprivileged or somehow 
not that intellectually interested. 

Just like with all groups of humanity we are 
diverse. I hope to see non-monogamous mar-
riage for all LGBT people and otherwise put 
into law in my lifetime, and I think that with 
how our world is progressing that this may be 
a realistic desire. 

But we can only get there if we all stop 
and ask questions before passing judgment. 
Unfortunately I do not know the lesbian 
“throuple” in Massachusetts and I will not 
speak for them but I am pretty sure that they, 
too, would like the same rights as those who 
are monogamous. Because then they would 
not have to jump through hoops to make sure 
that they and their child-to-be are legally pro-
tected. 

Hopefully, in the near future we will see a 
polyamorous organization and/or social group 
in our Pride parade here in Baltimore and also 
in other cities around the country and around 
the world. I think that this will be one more 
step forward in showing an inclusive image of 
what our LGBTQ community really looks like. 

I want to conclude by saying that if any of 
what I have said here bothers you in any way 
or if you want to know more and have a dis-
cussion about it, please feel free to approach 
me in person. I am a very open person and 
I want to learn more about everything, and I 
always love to meet new people. So have no 
fear and say hi! t

the author is lead organizer of the lG-
btQ Humanist council of baltimore.
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By fraNCiS DeBerNarDO
Recently two popes were canonized:  John 
XXIII and John Paul II.  In my previous col-
umn, I mentioned that Catholics who sup-
port LGBT equality are somewhat mixed 
in their emotion because while John XXIII 
opened the way for a discussion of jus-
tice in the church, John Paul II instituted 
a number of developments that were detri-
mental to LGBT people.   I reviewed John 
XXIII’s record in part 1; now I will look at 
John Paul II’s record.  

There are many memorable things that 
will distinguish John Paul II’s papacy:  the 
downfall of the Soviet Union, the assassi-
nation attempt on his life and his moving 
forgiveness of his would-be assassin, his 
many and varied travels to all corners of 
the world.

Unfortunately, John Paul will also be 
remembered as the pope who instituted a 
number of developments that were nega-
tive and unduly harsh towards LGBT peo-
ple.  Through numerous measures, mes-
sages, and actions, this pope tried to hold 
back the burgeoning LGBT justice and 
liberation movement that was initiated be-
cause of the reforms John XXIII instituted 
in the church.  I will mention only a few ma-
jor highlights.

To begin with, John Paul oversaw and 
authorized the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith’s 1986 letter to the bish-
ops on the Pastoral care of Homosexual 
Persons which introduced a number of 
harmful principles and concepts.  For ex-
ample, this document:

• introduced the term “objective dis-
order” to describe a homosexual orienta-
tion.  Immediately this term caused much 
confusion because it sounds as though the 
Vatican is calling homosexuality a psycho-
logical or medical problem, when, in fact, 
the term is used strictly in a philosophical 
sense.

• described homosexual activity as “in-
trinsic moral evil.”

• claimed that Church teaching tran-
scends scientific knowledge: “The Church 
is thus in a position to learn from scientific 
discovery but also to transcend the hori-
zons of science and to be confident that 
her more global vision does greater justice 
to the rich reality of the human person in 
his spiritual and physical dimensions, cre-
ated by God and heir, by grace, to eternal 
life.”

• while condemning violence against 
lesbian/gay people, the document also 
blamed supporters of gay/lesbian rights 
for that violence, and claims that such vio-
lence can be understood and rationalized:

“when [pro-gay] civil legislations is in-
troduced to protect behaviour to which no 
one has any conceivable right, neither the 
Church nor society at large should be sur-
prised when other distorted notions and 
practices gain ground, and irrational and 
violent reactions increase.”

• blamed gay/lesbian people 
for the HIV/AIDS crisis, and la-
bels their advocates as dan-
gerous to public health:  “Even 
when the practice of homosexu-
ality may seriously threaten the 
lives and well-being of a large 
number of people, its advo-
cates remain undeterred and 
refuse to consider the magni-
tude of the risks involved.”

• warned bishops not to al-
low Church facilities to be used 
by groups that do not subscribe 
to the church’s teaching on sex-
ual activity: “All support should 
be withdrawn from any organizations 
which seek to undermine the teaching of 
the Church.... Special attention should be 
given to the practice of scheduling reli-
gious services and to the use of Church 
buildings by these groups....”

In 1992, John Paul II’s Vatican is-
sued Some considerations concerning the 
catholic response to legislative Propos-
als on the Non-discrimination of Homosex-
ual Persons.  Sent privately to the bishops, 
the document became public when New 
Ways Ministry, after receiving a copy of the 
text from an anonymous source, released 
it to the press.  the Washington Post car-
ried the first story on July 17, 1992.     This 
document:

• instructed bishops to be more circum-
spect in their support of civil-rights legis-
lation for lesbian/gay people: “Such initia-
tives, even where they seem more directed 
toward support of basic civil rights than 
condonement of homosexual activity or a 
homosexual lifestyle, may in fact have a 
negative impact on the family and society.”

• instructed bishops that discrimination 
is not unjust “in the placement of children 
for adoption or foster care, in employment 
of teacher or athletic coaches, and in mili-
tary recruitment.”

• compared restricting the rights of les-
bian/gay people with restricting the rights 
of “contagious or mentally ill persons, in 
order to protect the common good.”

In August 2003, the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, with approval 
from John Paul II, issued considerations 
regarding Proposals to Give legal rec-
ognition to unions between Homosexual 

Persons. This document reiterates the Vat-
ican’s opposition to same-sex marriage.  
Among its main points:

• Heterosexual marriage would be 
devalued by same-sex marriage: “Legal 
recognition of homosexual unions would 
obscure certain basic moral values and 

cause a devalua-
tion of the institu-
tion of marriage.”

• Permitting 
adoption of chil-
dren by same-sex 
couples “would 
actually mean 
doing violence to 
these children…” 
by harming their 
development.

• Catholic 
law-makers (and 
all Catholics) 
have a moral ob-

ligation to oppose same-sex unions:
“…where homosexual unions have 

been legally recognized or have been giv-
en the legal status and rights belonging to 

marriage, clear and emphatic opposition is 
a duty.” 

“If it is true that all Catholics are 
obliged to oppose the legal recognition of 
homosexual unions, Catholic politicians 
are obliged to do so in a particular way.”

Many Catholics saw statements like 
these as designed to roll-back the move-
ment in the Church which was working 
for greater acceptance and inclusion of 
LGBT people.  These efforts did not suc-
ceed.  The Catholic movement for LGBT 
equality is stronger than it ever was.

Clearly, John Paul II had a major blind 
spot when it came to LGBT people.  Some 
may view this fault as something evil, 
but I tend to look at it as a mark and re-
minder of the imperfect humanity that we 
all share.  We all have blind spots.  We 
all need to be educated better on a vari-
ety of issues.  While some may disagree 
with him, his canonization, for a number of 
reasons, I think this occasion can help to 
remind us that, even with our flaws, we are 
still all capable of sainthood. t

the author is the director of New Ways 
ministry (Newwaysministry.org).

Pope John Paul II’s Record on LGBT Equality

pope John paul ii
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the second of two parts.
In the last article we read how forgiveness 
is necessary. Without it, all forms of ill-will 
manifests itself in the cracks and corridors 
of our mind (the seat of our soul) causing 
wrong patterns of stinking thinking and be-
liefs, which leads to resentment, fear, emo-
tional pain, and most of all distrust. For-
giveness is a journey – not a destination, 
one must practice forgiveness on a daily 
basis. True forgiveness means doing as 
Christ has done for us, freeing people from 
the guilt and shame and its consequences, 
including punitive actions. Let me take it a 
step further – forgiveness involves forgiv-

ing ourselves. We need to let go of all the 
guilt, shame, and condemnation whether 
inflicted or imposed.

So what are guilt, shame, and con-
demnation? Guilt is realizing that you have 
sinned or caused some 
form of offense – it is when 
one has internalized they 
have done wrong. Shame 
is much deeper than feel-
ings of guilt. Shame pierc-
es the soul, it is an intense 
feeling of embarrassment 
and humiliation – shame 
breeds isolation. Condem-
nation – simply put, is be-
ing tried, judge, and sen-
tenced for the offense. 

Practicing forgiveness 
takes a lot of hard work as 
we already know. Never-
theless, many of us prefer taking the short-
cut to forgiveness – that is, not dealing 
with it at all. Since the last article, folks in 
the community have expressed they rather 
just move on with their lives and not even 
deal with it. My response was typically 
“You have not moved on, life is seemingly 
moving yet, you remain stuck – stuck in 
some form of guilt, shame, or condemna-

Practicing 
Forgiveness

Rev. Victoria Burson

Spiritual
A

View

tion.” Forgiveness is not for the other per-
son as much as it is for us. We must take 
responsibility for our growth and maturity; 
hence, we must take control of our destiny 
as we have the power to do so.

I believe 
that many of 
us find it hard 
to forgive oth-
ers because 
we have not 
forgiven our-
selves. In for-
giving self, 
one must rid 
themselves of 
past guilt and 
shame (two 
mass weapons 
of destruction 
of the mind) 

Joyce Myers, a nationally-known Bible 
teacher, likes to call it the battlefield of 
the mind. Shame and guilt have a way of 
building core power structures (self-reli-
ance, self-protection, self-centeredness, 
self-defense, and self -control) no one is 
able to get past such a defense system, 
not even self! 

The Word of God suggests “As a man 
or woman thinks in their heart, so is he or 
she.” In essence, if you think about some-
thing so much you naturally speak those 
things into existence. For example, if I say 
that I am broke, then I have spoken those 
words into the universe and have reaped 
a harvest of being broke – your money is 
funny and your change is strange. What-
ever you sew you shall reap – what goes 
around comes around, even the ways in 
which we see ourselves and others. For-
giveness is a two-way street as it relates to 
forgiving others and a one-way street as it 
relates to forgiving ourselves. Just as you 
desire to be forgiven, you must show forth 
forgiveness.

This may sound too simple however, if 
we harbor unforgiveness, we will reap un-
forgiveness, it’s the Golden Rule! No mat-
ter what faith tradition you belong to they 
all amount to the same thing. Take for in-
stance the Buddhist, “Hurt not others with 
that which pains yourself or in the ways 
that you yourself would find hurtful.” What 
about Islam? “Do unto all as you would 
they should do unto you, and reject for 
them that which you would reject for your-
self.” How about Judaism, “What is hateful 
to you, do not to your fellow human…” And 
as Christians, we too suggest “Do to others 
as you would have them to do to you.” This 
includes forgives believe it or not!

Practicing forgiveness means breaking 
the cycle of the pain. We have to move be-

faiTh

yond our feelings of guilt, shame, and con-
demnation. One of my favorite scriptures in 
the Bible is Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, 
O God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. Point out any-
thing in me that offends you, and lead me 
along the path of everlasting life (New Liv-
ing Translation). Let God help you through 
your pain, we can always count on God to 
do more than we could ask or think. If you 
desire to practice forgiveness, pray this 
prayer with me daily “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within 
me. (Psalms 51:10).” Open your heart to 
God and let God guide you into forgive-
ness. 

God forgiveness is more than sim-
ply enjoying and relishing our freedom in 
Christ. “To live a ‘fogiven’ free life means 
to live a happy sober consciousness (Alex 
Byrd). True forgiveness births celebration 
and creates new beginnings and harmony 
with God, self, and others. Solidarity is 
God’s side of forgiveness – repentance is 
the human side. t

NUPTIALS

Shannon Webster and Angela Vitiritti were 
married April 19, 2014 at Pangborn Park in 
Hagerstown, Maryland. 

The outdoor ceremony was performed 
by Anna Draper Bowers and Weddings by 
Anna. 

Shannon is a freelance writer and blog-
ger, while Angela is a technical-support 
supervisor. The couple currently resides in 
Hagerstown. t

SHANNON WEBSTER 
& ANGELA VITIRITTI
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LiveLy arTS // PERSONALITIES

By DeBOrah J. DraiSiN
Dynamic duo (both in art and in life) Anthony 
Wayne and Kendrell Brown bring to the Great 
White Way the story of Sylvester, drag queen 
extraordinaire and performer of the eclectic 
dance hit “Queen of Disco” this June. He was 
stricken down by AIDS at the young age of 
41. The play is being co-produced by Sheryl 
Lee Ralph, of dreamgirls fame, founder of the 
Diva Foundation Divatickets.com/index.html 
to benefit those afflicted with AIDS/HIV.

baltimore outloud sat down recently 
with the creators to talk about exactly what 
the fabulous Sylvester meant to the LGBTQ 
movement, to the Foundation, and to human-
ity as a whole.

DJD: anthony, please tell us how you 
came to take over the role of the great Syl-
vester, and what you want people to know 
about him.

aW: Well, the role was created about a 
year ago; we just needed some time to solid-
ify the project itself. We wanted to bring Syl-
vester’s story alive in order to let people know 
that you can do and achieve anything that 
you want to do. Sylvester’s life was dedicated 
to being a survivor; persevering through any-
thing. We wanted people to know that, and to 
know that they could have that power within 
themselves. So, we decided to tell his story 
through his music, and we’re very pleased to 
be able to do that.

DJD: That’s awesome; i think it’s a 
great story to tell – probably not one 
that everybody’s familiar with, but i think 
they’re going to enjoy learning about him. 
Kendrell, how much fun was it to design 
costumes and sets for this production? i 
am sure that that was a task.

KB: Oh, it was great. I designed all of 
the costumes for the show. It was a big task, 
going through all of these different videos of 

A Fabulous Sylvester Musical
AN INTERVIEW WITH ANTHONY WAYNE & KENDRELL BOWMAN   

all of Sylvester’s live performances and his 
magazine covers, but it was also tons of fun. 
I wanted to make sure that we captured all of 
his iconic looks. Of course, fur and sequins 
were a must – anything glitz, glam and fabu-
lous. We recreated the look that you see in 
the poster of our show from his music video, 
“You Make Me Feel (Mighty Real,)” the tux-
edo with the fan. That was an easier one to 
recreate, but we’ve got some big looks in the 
show that people are 
going to be surprised 
by. 

DJD: What’s 
been the most chal-
lenging part of your 
job so far?

KB: You know, 
it’s been fun, but I’m 
not a fashion stylist 
by birth! Back then, 
it was all about the 
look, but since we’re 
doing it for a stage 
now, some of those 
hot, nice pieces are harder to manage dur-
ing costume changes that are less than one 
minute long. Trying to take sequins off of a 
sweaty man is the hardest part. 

DJD: yeah, especially when you’re try-
ing not to mess up the makeup. i know 
that we don’t have Sheryl Lee here to-
night, but can you please tell me what 
you’ve learned about the Diva foundation 
through working with her?

KB: Sheryl does the “Divas Simply Sing-
ing” concert every year. She started the foun-
dation when she was still part of the cast of 
dreamgirls on Broadway, and she started 
seeing all of her friends pass away from the 
epidemic of AIDS. She built up the foundation 
and started raising money to make people 

aware of AIDS. Sheryl Lee Ralph, I’ll tell you: 
she knows every statistic when it comes to 
STDs, HIV and AIDS in this country better 
than anyone else that I know. It’s like speak-
ing to someone from the Health Department.

She wants to bring awareness. Even with 
our show, people wonder how we’re bringing 
awareness, and we speak about it education-
ally. The show is supposed to be a fun ex-
perience, so with the more depressing stuff, 

we don’t approach it 
that way, although Syl-
vester did pass away 
from AIDS. The Diva 
Foundation focuses on 
the arts, and our show 
was easy to connect to 
and well-suited for the 
foundation.

DJD: What drew 
you both to this par-
ticular project, and 
this particular per-
son? What was it 
about Sylvester that 

you felt his story needed to get out there 
above other people who have suffered a 
similar fate?

aW: We knew that not that many people 
knew of him. After Kendrell and I learned 
about him, we knew that he was kind of an 
unsung hero. As we started to get into his life 
story, we were just encouraged by his drive. 
Obviously, there are people out there going 
through whatever they’re going through – in-
dividually and collectively – and persevering, 
and nobody knows their story. It’s amazing to 
know that we all have a common bond in one 
way, shape or form.

We have Adam Lambert out now, we have 
RuPaul, but back then, no one was doing any-
thing like this. No one was walking down The 

Strip wearing dresses and makeup, and Syl-
vester wasn’t a small guy – he was a big black 
man, a singer. He had some courage, you 
know? So we decided “Yeah, let’s tell his story.”

DJD: he did have courage; he had 
more than a lot of people probably even 
realize, because it was so much harder 
then. it isn’t easy now either, but it was 
harder then. i don’t think people realize 
how hard it was. you had no support: no-
body wanted to get behind you, because it 
was dangerous.

KB: Even as we develop this project and 
go through different hurdles, trying to get the 
word out, people think it’s a casual subject. 
We and the Diva Foundation want to try to 
erase the stigma of HIV/AIDS as well as cel-
ebrate Sylvester’s great life. 

DJD: Do you think that the man himself 
would have been proud of what you’ve 
created in his name?

KB: Absolutely.
AW: Some of the investors are his friends 

and family. People from his estate have come 
up to us numerous times when we’re on tour, 
and they were crying. 

DJD: What would you love to tell Syl-
vester if you could?

KB: Thank you – for being a soldier and 
for persevering, regardless, and sit back and 
relax, because we want to show you what we 
came up with.

DJD: anything that you guys would 
like to close out with, that you’d like the 
Baltimore OUTLoud audience to know?

AW: Well, you know we have discounted 
and group tickets, in case there are people in 
Baltimore that might like to come. They can 
go to our website, Fabuloussylvester.com. 
Groups of ten get a discounted rate, and our 
ticket sales for the show go on sale to the pub-
lic on June 2. We’re also online at Facebook.
com/fabsylvester, Instagram.com/fabsylves-
ter and Twitter.com/fabsylvester. One more 
thing: we will be doing a special performance 
at D.C. Pride. It’s a pop-up performance, just 
one song. A preview (laughs.) t
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LiveLy arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCK DUNCaN
When you’re of a certain age and you hear 
a movie is being made of either one of you 
favorite classic TV shows or one of your 
favorite classic movies, you think one of 
two things – “This is going to suck” or “This 
is going to be awesome!” When you finally 
begin to see teasers and trailers that just 
hint at the movie’s awesomeness, you set 
yourself some impossibly high expecta-
tions for what the full movie will be.

And that is the situation many Godzil-
la fans may find themselves in when the 
newly updated, revived, and rebooted 
Godzilla stomps into theaters on May 16. 
The teasers, the trailers and the TV ads 
have done their job very well, heavily fea-
turing Bryan Cranston and fleeting glimps-
es of the big guy and something else big. 
But the trailers are also a bit misleading, 
making it seem like Cranston is on some 
kind of quest to uncover a large govern-
ment conspiracy that leads to the reveal 
of Godzilla (and I do love the fact that Ken 
Watanabe’s character refers to him as Go-
jira). That is Cranston’s role in the film, but 
it turns out to not be as big a part of the 
story as expected.

What the story turns out to be is a son’s 
(Ford Brody, played by Aaron Taylor-John-
son) journey to honor his father (Cran-
ston), whom he always thought was just 
a guy who went a little nuts after his wife 
died (Juliette Binoche bites it very early in 
the proceedings), and then to get back to 
his own wife and son before Godzilla flat-
tens San Francisco. Luckily, he’s an Army 
bomb technician who is always in the right 
place at the right time.

The main story does involve a govern-
ment cover-up, but not really of Godzilla. 
Turns out the Japanese have had some 
creature under surveillance at a former nu-
clear facility (which it destroyed in 1999), 
and now that thing which they have dubbed 
MUTO has come out of its dormancy and 
is on a mission. The U.S. military takes 
over, of course, and they want to blow the 
MUTO and Godzilla to Kingdom Come, 
but Watanabe’s character, Dr. Serizawa, 
is convinced Godzilla is not the enemy but 
the defender of the earth against these 
other monsters. Will the military leaders 
take heed, or will they nuke San Francisco 
Bay before Godzilla can show them what 
a great guy he is?

I had really, really, really, impossibly 
high expectations for Godzilla, so perhaps 
nothing would have given me that rush 
that I expected while watching the movie. 
I had the same high expectations for last 

year’s Pacific rim, and I left Godzilla feel-
ing just about the same amount of meh. It’s 
not that the movie is bad by any means, 
it just left me wanting more – more plot, 
more Cranston, more Godzilla. The movie 
is more about the MUTO than anything 
else! The plot is all set up very early on and 
then it just plays out with one action/disas-
ter/fighting monsters scene after another… 
until it comes to a dead stop to watch char-
acters basically do nothing before the ac-
tion starts again.

Watanabe does a lot of standing 
around, squinting and grimacing at the 
sights in the distance. Oscar nominee 
Sally Hawkins, as Serizawa’s right hand, 
gives most of the expository dialog and 
also stands around gawking. Elizabeth Ol-
sen, as Ford’s wife Elle, is separated from 
her husband and their son for the bulk of 
the movie, and Cranston isn’t in the film as 
much as we’ve been led to believe. Which 
is a shame because I thought he gave 
the best performance of anyone, actually 
bringing a tear to my almost every time he 
got emotional about the loss of his wife or 
while trying to convince everyone that he’s 
not mad. Godzilla also shows up about 
midway into the movie, and then almost 
every time he starts to fight the MUTO, the 
scene cuts away to people talking, star-
ing or looking forlorn. But mostly looking 
at things. There really seemed to be very 
little actual dialog.

The biggest mistake the filmmakers 
have made, besides not featuring the star 
of the title more, was trying to separate this 
film from all the other Godzilla movies that 
have come before (unfortunately, one sub-
plot with the MUTO is a little too close to 
the events of the horrid 1998 version, and 
also reminds one of a plot point in aliens). 
If you look real closely in a scene at the 
Brody home, there is a little Easter egg for 

Godzilla Redux

godzilla vs. government conspiracy

the longtime Godzilla/kaiju fans, but that 
little nod to the past should have been a 
more important part of the new movie. In-
stead of trying to introduce new monsters 
into the Godzilla canon, they should have 
started off with new versions of the clas-
sics like Rodan (which the flying MUTO 
sometimes resembles) and then save the 
new monsters for the inevitable sequel. 
The other problem with a movie like this 

is that you know the 
“hero” isn’t going to re-
ally be in danger of dy-
ing, so all we’re left with 
is the spectacle of the 
fights and the destruc-
tion of the cities.

Of course, the spe-
cial effects are the best 
that can be expected. 
Godzilla is certainly not 
a man in a rubber suit, 
and the destruction of 
cities is also spectacu-
lar. But in the end it just 
didn’t have the heart 

that it should have, especially for people 
like me who have been watching Godzilla 
movies since I was a kid. I certainly am 
happy to see Godzilla back up on the big 
screen and done right but in the end the 
movie failed by not making me care if there 
is a sequel. It’s not a bad movie, but this 
re-introduction to a beloved character 
was just not as exciting or interesting as it 
should have been. t
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LiveLy arTS // IMUSIC

By gregg ShapirO
Easily one of the most unexpected albums of 
2014, Charlie Daniels Band’s off the Grid–
doin’ it dylan (Blue Hat) features the legend-
ary Southern rockers tipping their ten-gallon 
hat at the folk-rock protest singer. The times 
they are a-changin’ indeed! Not surprisingly, 
Daniels and company do a rendition of “Gotta 
Serve Somebody” from Dylan’s short-lived 
Christian phase, as well as the folk-gospel 
of “I Shall Be Released” and 
“Hard Rain’s A Gonna Fall.” 
But the real treats are what 
CDB does with “Quinn The 
Eskimo (The Mighty Quinn),” 
“Tangled Up In Blue” and “I’ll 
Be Your Baby Tonight.” What’s 
next? Ted Nugent singing the 
Rufus Wainwright songbook?

Dylan is also the (co-)fo-
cus of British cabaret vocalist 
Barb Jungr’s new disc Hard rain: the Songs 
of bob dylan & leonard cohen (Kristalyn). 
This is not Jungr’s first time at the Dylan ro-
deo having previously devoted entire albums 
to his compositions. Here she has something 
in common with the aforementioned Daniels, 
performing the title tune as well as “Gotta 
Serve Somebody,” in addition to an epic take 
on “Chimes of Freedom.” Cohen covers in-
clude a jazzy reading of “First We Take Man-
hattan” and a sultry version of “1000 Kisses 
Deep.” 

Country crooner Ronnie Milsap satisfies 
his longing for a simpler time with Summer 
Number Seventeen (Legacy). How much 
simpler? Album closer “Lost In The Fifties 
Tonight” should give you an idea. So should 
selections such as “It’s All In The Game,” 
“Personality,” “Tears On My Pillow,” “Georgia 
On My Mind” and “Mack The Knife.” Milsap 
makes a brief stop in the seventies on “You 
Make Me Feel Brand New,” a duet with Man-
dy Barnett, but for the most part, these are 
songs of long ago.

Some artists have chosen to cover them-
selves. You read that right. Over the years, 
performers such as Joni Mitchell and Cyndi 
Lauper have revisited their own work in dif-
ferent settings (i.e. symphonic or acoustic). 
If Mary Chapin Carpenter’s orchestral album 
Songs From the movie (Zoe) has a familiar 
ring, reminding you of Joni Mitchell’s both 
Sides Now disc, that’s arranger Vince Mendo-
za’s doing. That’s not necessarily a bad thing 
because Mendoza brings the same stunning 
atmospherics to Carpenter’s work that he 
did to Mitchell’s, allowing Carpenter to travel 
along the same silken road of reinvention. 
The ten songs on the disc focus on the period 
beginning with tunes from Carpenter’s break-

through fourth album come on come on, in-
cluding the title cut, “I Am A Town” and “Only 
A Dream,” all of which make the transition 
seamlessly. Also of note are later numbers 
such as “Ideas Are Like Stars” (augmented by 
a choir), “Between Here and Gone,” “Where 
Time Stands Still” and “Goodnight America.”

One of the best parts about going to a con-
cert is hearing the risks your favorite artists 
take when interpreting their own songs live. 
Singer/songwriter Greg Laswell is renowned 
for the variations in the live versions of his 
songs. On i Was Going to be an astronaut 

(Vanguard), Laswell revisits 10 of 
his songs that originally appeared 
on his four full-lengths and an EP, 
as well as his cover of the Spar-
klehorse/Mark Linkous tune “It’s A 
Wonderful Life.” Laswell was born 
to sing and write sad songs, and 
he does so with quiet abandon 
here on “What A Day,” “I Don’t 
Believe It’s Through” (aka “New 
Year’s Eves” from landline), 

“Comes and Goes in Waves,” “How The Day 
Sounds,” “December” (from the disc’s title is 
taken) and others.

There are songs of not too long ago on 
Grammy-nominated Israeli mandolin player 
Avi Avital’s new album between Worlds 
(Deutsche Grammophon). Mainly focused on 
the compositions of 20th century composers 
such as Villa-Lobos, Piazzola, Bartók and oth-
ers, Avital makes his instrument sing with a 
variety of accents including Bulgarian, Welsh 
and Klezmer. Music lovers would be wise to 
accept Avital’s invitation to this Worlds tour.

He may have a Tony Award (from Baz 
Luhrmann’s la boheme), but Brit singer Alfie 
Boe isn’t as popular as he is in his homeland. 
All eyes are on the domestic expanded reis-
sue of his trust (Strange Cargo/Manhattan) 
album, which now includes the bonus track 
version of “Danny Boy,” which Boe performed 
on the highly regarded PBS series mr. Self-
ridge. Boe joins the Dylan club with his ren-
dition of “Forever Young,” and also displays 
more daring musical taste on covers of War-
ren Zevon’s “Keep Me in Your Heart” and his 
pleasant, if sluggish performance of Richard 
Thompson’s “Dimming Of the Day,” a duet 
with the always amazing Shawn Colvin.

Richard & Adam (Johnson), the broth-
ers who came in third on the U.K. TV talent 
show britain’s Got talent (says who?), join the 
long line of classical crossover artists craving 
American currency. Their fittingly titled disc 
the impossible dream (Sony Music) may in-
dicate that they know that they have their work 
cut out for them. Just ask Il Divo or countless 
others. The brothers have powerful voices 
(and apparently “talent”), but the disc feels 
safe and predictable. Would it have killed 
them to throw in a Frank Ocean cover? t
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MODELL-LYRIC.COM
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Modell Lyric Box Office (M-F 10a-4p)
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LiveLy arTS // IMUSIC

By gregg ShapirO
It’s not unreasonable to say that all of Be-
yoncé’s solo work has led to her mature, 
intriguing, varied and very adult new self-
titled two-disc set album on Parkwood/
Columbia. You can hear echoes of the 
groundwork she laid on her four previous 
discs throughout, and Beyoncé takes the 
road she paved in new and exciting direc-
tions. Increasingly personal and revealing, 
the songs on the “audio” CD strike a bal-
ance between being a strong and sensible 
woman of the world and being one in the 
boudoir. Statement songs such as “Pret-
ty Hurts” and “• • • Flawless” (containing 
a portion of a TED Talk by Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie) show Beyoncé evolving 
into a feminist ambassador. But she’s 
also not afraid to talk dirty, as she does 
on “Drunk In Love,” 
“Rocket,” “Partition,” 
“Blow,” and “No An-
gel.” The accompa-
nying “visual” DVD, 
featuring 17 videos, 
gives you something 
to look at while you 
listen.

pharrell Wil-
liams may not have 
won the Oscar for the 
giddy “Happy” from 
despicable me 2 (it 
was honor just to be 
nominated, right?), 
but that shouldn’t 
spoil his mood. The 
stylish multi-hyphenate cleaned up at the 
Grammy’s, taking home statues for Pro-
ducer of the Year and for his groundbreak-
ing work with EDM act Daft Punk. The 
highs continue on Girl (Columbia). Synthe-
sizing essential influences including Mi-
chael Jackson, Stevie Wonder and Prince, 
into his hot hybrid, Williams makes it count 
on his second solo album. Equally adept 
at making music for adults (“Gush”) and 
kids (“Happy”), Williams puts his celebrate 
production skills on cuts such as “Hunter,” 
“Come Get It Bae” and “Lost Queen.” 

Separately, Toni Braxton and Baby-
face (aka Kenny Edmonds) were two of 
the most R&B acts popular of the early 
1990s. But the years that followed were 
not kind to either and each became a kind 
of footnote, occasionally resurfacing, but 
never significantly enough to qualify as 
an official comeback. Joining forces on 
love, marriage & divorce (Motown), the 
pair must have thought there’d be safety 
in numbers. They both sound good, Brax-

ton in particular on “I Wish” and “I’d Rather Be 
Broke,” and Babyface on “Sweat” and “The D 
Word.” “Heart Attack” is a fun, if dated, dance 
track, and therein lies the problem. There’s 
nothing on this whole album that sounds as 
fresh and new as anything on Pharrell or Be-
yoncé’s albums. 

aloe Blacc had his work cut out for him 
when it came to following up his well-received 
2010 second album Good things. Add to that 
Blacc’s vocals on the massive Avicii hit single 
“Wake Me Up,” and things could go either way 
on his major-label debut. Thankfully, Blacc 
doesn’t disappoint on lift Your Spirit (Inter-
scope). Like Pharrell, Blacc looks to the soul 
music of the past for the inspiration, coming 
across as a 21st century Bill Withers. “The 
Man,” with its interpolation of Elton John’s 
“Your Song,” gets things started on the right 

note and songs such 
as “Here Today,” 
“Chasing,” “The Hand 
Is Quicker” and “Tick-
ing Bomb,” are all ex-
cellent. The acoustic 
version of “Wake Me 
Up” is also a welcome 
addition.

As one-fifth of 
the 5th Dimension, 
Marilyn McCoo was 
a member of one of 
the most success-
ful non-Motown pop 
groups of the 1960s 
and 1970s. When she 
and husband Billy Da-

vis Jr. departed for a career as a duo, they had 
a couple of hits, including “You Don’t Have To 
Be A Star” in 1976 and the disco single “Shine 
On Silver Moon.” McCoo (finally) went solo in 
1983 at the same time that she was hosting 
the hokey TV musical variety show Solid Gold, 
hence the title of her album Solid Gold (Real 
Gone/RCA), debuting on CD with the bonus 
unreleased track “Relationship,” written by 
Dave Davies. Did you know that there were 
more lyrics to the Solid Gold theme song than 
what we heard? McCoo sings the song in all 
of its gold-plated glory. She also tries her hand 
at covers of pop tunes of the day, including 
The Police’s “Every Breath You Take,” Culture 
Club’s “I’ll Tumble 4 Ya,” Hall & Oates’ “One 
On One,” and the David Bowie/Men With-
out Hats medley “Let’s Dance” / ”The Safety 
Dance” (no, really). 

Just as McCoo’s star began to fade in the 
1980s, Sade’s was starting to burn brightly. 
With early hits such as “Smooth Operator,” 
“Hang On To Your Love,” “Never As Good 
As The First Time” and “No Ordinary Love,” 

The Soul of Spring through later ones including “By Your Side” 
and “Soldier of Love,” Sade established her-
self as a fierce diva, who could hold her own in 
jazz, pop and soul. Essentially a repackaging 
of the expanded 2011 double disc anthology 
the ultimate collection, the renamed the es-
sential Sade (Epic) lives up to its name.

valerie June comes from another tradition 
altogether, with the emphasis on tradition. In 
the same way that Pharrell Williams and Aloe 
Blacc incorporate the influences of retro soul, 
June’s musical roots go a little deeper, taking 
inspiration from blues and folk, in addition to 

soul. Back to back tunes such as “Somebody 
To Love” and “The Hour,” on Pushing against 
a Stone (Concord) expertly illustrate that point. 
“Wanna Be On Your Mind,” “Tennessee Time,” 
“You Can’t Be Told” and “Trials, Troubles, Trib-
ulations,” are also standout numbers.

Initially one half of UK hip-hop/soul duo 
Floetry (along with Marsha Ambrosius), The 
floacist (aka Natalie Stewart) has been keep-
ing the rhymes flowing solo since 2010. Her 
latest album, rise of the Phoenix mermaid 
(Shanachie) features a song titled “Womyn.” 
Discuss. t
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LiveLy arTS // SCREEN SAVOR

By gregg ShapirO
Why do filmmakers insist on remaking 
good movies when there are so many 
more bad movies worthy of their attention? 
Brian De Palma’s 1976 version of carrie 
remains a classic to this day. The first of 
Stephen King’s novels to be adapted to the 
big screen, carrie earned Oscar nomina-
tions for actresses Sissy Spacek and Piper 
Laurie. 

The 2013 remake of carrie (MGM / 
Screen Gems) probably won’t share the 
same fate, although it did score a trophy in 
the Favorite Horror Movie at the People’s 
Choice Awards. Not the lesbian feminist 
version hoped for from out filmmaker Kim-
berly Peirce, it’s also not the borderline 
pervy exercise that DePalma’s was (no 
bared breasts here). Peirce’s interpreta-
tion, with a script by gay playwright Rober-
to Aguirre-Sacasa, honors the original in a 
variety of ways, something which speaks 
to both King’s novel and Lawrence D. Co-
hen’s 1976 screenplay. It also expands on 
it in some ways. Margaret White (Julianne 
Moore), the fanatically religious mother of 
telekinetic and tortured teen Carrie (Chloë 

Grace Moretz), wasn’t even aware she was 
pregnant until the day baby Carrie was 
born (she thought she had a cancerous tu-
mor), a scene which opens the movie. 

Carrie also stands up for herself a little 
more in the remake. Her exploration and 
embrace of her telekinetic powers are ex-
panded on as well. This is where the re-
make takes good advantage of its mod-
ern day setting. The internet becomes a 
valuable resource in Carrie’s research 
of her “magic powers.” The internet also 
becomes a weapon used against the put-
upon teen when the classic “first period in 
the shower” scene is captured on a smart-
phone video and later uploaded online.

Peirce’s version of carrie also makes 
use of current and updated special effect 
techniques. The crucifixion scene near the 
end of the original was certainly ground-
breaking and isn’t tampered with too much. 
But the pinnacle prom scene, following the 
fixed crowning of Carrie and class stud 
Tommy (Ansel Elgort) as King and Queen, 
ups the violence and volume – a lot. When 
Carrie and nemesis Chris (Portia Double-
day) come face-to-face on the road, with 

Horror and Humor the corpse strewn high school ablaze in 
the background, Chris’ undoing is as po-
etic and it is gruesome. Crashes and thuds 
are amplified so much, your skin vibrates.

As film climaxes go, the original ver-
sion of carrie remains unsurpassed; which 
might be why Peirce didn’t bother to at-
tempt to recreate it. What she came up with 
feels hurried and kind of lazy. However, 
the “shocking alternate ending,” part of an 
hour’s worth of bonus material, improves 
on Peirce’s theatrical version finale, but 
still doesn’t com-
pare to DePalma’s.

If carrie is an 
attempt by Peirce, 
the acclaimed di-
rector of the Os-
car-winning boys 
don’t cry, to go 
Hollywood, she just 
missed the mark. 
Not as catastrophic 
as the forgettable 
2002 TV remake, Peirce’s carrie is scary, 
but ultimately unnecessary.

the World’s end (Universal/Focus) oc-
cupies a different kind of movie space than 
carrie. Where carrie is a modestly updat-
ed remake, the World’s end is pure hom-
age. References to the Stepford Wives, 
the day the earth Stood Still and other 
classic 20th century sci-fi flicks abound. 
That doesn’t even count the music on the 
soundtrack which pays tribute to the late 
Brit-pop sounds of the late 1980s / early 
1990s, with tunes by Sisters of Mercy, 
Pulp, Blur, Primal Scream, The Soup Drag-
ons, Teenage Fanclub, The Housemartins, 
The Stone Roses, and Soul II Soul.

Once again teaming Simon Pegg and 
Nick Frost (Shaun of the dead, Hot Fuzz) 
with director Edgar Wright, the World’s 
end starts out “innocently” enough as a re-
union of classmates 20 or so years after a 
failed bar crawl in their hometown of New-
ton Haven. Everyone in the gang – Audi 
dealer Peter (Eddie Marsan), architect 
Steven (Paddy Considine), realtor Oliver 
(Martin Freeman) and corporate lawyer 
Andy (Frost) – have grown into responsible 
adults except for their former leader Gary 
(Pegg), who hasn’t amounted to anything.

Suspiciously, nothing has changed 
much in Newton Haven, at least on the 
surface. Before the guys know it, they 
come face to face with a race of anima-
tronic teens in a men’s room and are in a 
fight to save their lives. Still, nothing can 
deter Gary from reaching his goal of hav-
ing a pint with his buddies in every pub in 
town. Unwavering alcoholics are not usu-
ally the stuff of apocalyptic comedies, but 
somehow it works in the World’s end. Not 

as outrageous or entertaining as the ston-
er epic this is the end, the World’s end 
nevertheless makes good use of comedy 
and special effects, even if it isn’t out of 
this world. The Blu-ray/DVD/Digital HD UV 
set boasts more than three hours of bo-
nus material including out-takes, a deleted 
scene, feature commentary, featurettes 
and much more.

chastity bites (Grand) is low-budget 
camp horror/slasher flick for the mean Girls 
generation. All around the town of San 

Griento, women are 
disappearing. Their 
disappearances coin-
cides with the arrival 
of eternally young and 
beautiful Liz Batho 
(Louise Griffiths), who 
has appeared to help 
the conservative right-
wing families maintain 
their daughters’ vir-
ginity. Of course, Liz’s 

motives are entirely different than those 
of the fanatical, racist, homophobic and 
youth-obsessed mothers.

Meanwhile, smart girl Leah (Allison 
Scagliotti), who writes controversial ar-
ticles for the school newspaper (naturally), 
has her doubts about Liz. Unfortunately, 
Leah’s best friend, the equally nerdy Kath-
arine (Francia Raisa), has fallen under 
Liz’s spell. As if Leah didn’t have her work 
cut out for her avoiding San Griento high’s 
mean girls, whom she has christened the 
Hiltons, now she has to figure out Liz’s 
story before it’s too late for Katharine. 
By the time Leah does her research and 
discovers Liz’s secret (think 16th century 
vamp Elizabeth Bathory), the body count 
is mounting. 

In the end, it’s up to Leah and new and 
nerdy boyfriend Paul (Eduardo Rioseco), 
with whom she shares a fondness for Sim-
one de Beauvoir, to save the day. But first, 
Leah has to lose her virginity so she won’t 
be of interest to Liz. With that task out of 
the way, Leah is ready for any obstacles 
in her way.

Like some other movies in this genre, 
director John V. Knowles and screenwriter 
Lotti Phariss Knowles attempt to titillate 
(lesbian overtones) and shock (lots of slit 
throats and blood) viewers while getting a 
message across (a youth obsessed cul-
ture is willing to sacrifice its own children 
in order to maintain its youthful appear-
ance). It’s a concept that sounds better 
than its actual execution, because chas-
tity bites simply isn’t scary, funny or sexy 
enough to watch. DVD special features in-
clude a behind the scenes featurette and 
more. t

“Why do filmmakers 
insist on remaking 

good movies when there 
are so many more bad 
movies worthy of their 

attention?”
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LiveLy arTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

By gregg ShapirO
You probably got plenty of reading done 
during the Polar Vortex. Who in their right 
mind would leave the house? But just be-
cause the weather has improved, that 
doesn’t mean that you should skimp on 
your reading. Here are a few suggestions 
for the Pride season.

Creative types  –  In the introduc-
tion to her book, the animals: love let-
ters between christopher isherwood and 
don bachardy (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2014), edited by Kathleen Bucknell, Buck-
nell writes, “From February 
14, 1953 until January 4, 
1986, the conversation be-
tween Christopher Isherwood 
and Don Bachardy never 
stopped.” One of the great-
est true gay love stories of 
all time, the relationship of 
legendary author Christopher 
Isherwood and visual artist 
Don Bachardy was immortal-
ized in the acclaimed 2007 
doc chris and don: a love 
Story, and readers can now 
get another intimate glimpse 
into their lives through this 
collection of correspondence.

Lauded (and openly gay) 
British composer Benjamin 
Britten (the Young Person’s 
Guide to the orchestra), who 
collaborated with other queer writers of the 
time, including W.H. Auden and E.M. For-
ster, is given the biographical treatment in 
benjamin britten: a life for music (Henry 
Holt, 2014) by Neil Powell.

Influential (and somewhat controver-
sial) 20th century “cultural impresario” Carl 
Van Vechten is the subject of the taste-
maker: carl Van Vechten and the birth of 
modern america by Edward White (Farrar, 
Straus, and Giroux, 2014). A familiar face 
during the Harlem Renaissance, Van Vech-
ten’s circle included Langston Hughes, 
Gertrude Stein, Zora Neale Hurston, Bes-
sie Smith, and F. Scott Fitzgerald.

A coffeetable book, a Journey through 
literary america (Val De Grâce, 2014) by 
Thomas R. Hummel, with photography by 
Tamra L. Dempsey, takes readers on a 
wondrous voyage through New England, 
the South, the West, the Midwest, and be-
yond, focusing on “the places that Amer-
ica’s great writers had described in their 
own words.” The writers, living and dead, 
represented include Raymond Carver, 

Phillip Roth, Toni Morrison, John Updike, 
Rita Dove, Ernest Hemingway, and William 
Faulkner. Queer voices, including Langston 
Hughes and Willa Cather, are also present, 
as is E. Annie Proulx, straight author of the 
novella brokeback mountain. 

Edited by Robert Kirby, Qu33r: New 
comics from 33 creators (Northwest, 
2014) includes Diane DiMassa, Ed Luce, 
Justin Hall, Jennifer Camper, Steve Ma-
cIsaac, Amanda Verwey, David Kelly, Jon 
Macy, and Eric Orner, providing personal 
essays in images.

ethereal Queer: televi-
sion, Historicity, desire (Duke, 
2014) by Amy Villarejo, a 
professor of performing and 
media arts at Cornell Univer-
sity, takes a close look at the 
representation of queer life 
on television and how it has 
evolved from the 1950s to the 
present day.

Strong women  –  Best 
known as the straight-talking 
lesbian host of the popular 
Bravo series tabatha takes 
over, Tabatha Coffey publish-
er her first book, it’s Not re-
ally about the Hair: the Hon-
est truth about life, love, 
and the business of beauty 
in 2011. The follow-up tome, 
own it! (!t Books, 2014), sub-

titled be the boss of Your life – at Home 
and in the Workplace,  contains more use-
ful advice delivered in Coffey’s trademark 
style.

Journalist and blogger Kelly Cogswell 
tells her own story in eating Fire: my life 
as a lesbian avenger (University of Min-
nesota, 2014). Abandoning her Southern 
Baptist roots for a new and queer life in the 
East Village of the 1990s, Cosgrove im-
mersed herself in activism, plunging into 
the explosive, fire-eating world of the Les-
bian Avengers’ brand of in-your-face ac-
tion, protests and marches, all in the name 
of making the world a safer place for “baby 
dykes,” lesbians and women everywhere.

Before there was openly gay football 
player Michael Sam, there was out, 6’8” 
WNBA Mercury Phoenix player Brittney 
Griner. Her memoir in my Skin:  my life 
on and off the basketball court (!t Books, 
2014) by Brittney Griner with Sue Hovey 
follows her from her Houston childhood 
to college at Baylor University (where she 
played basketball) to her career as a pro-

LGBTrue Stories fessional athlete.
personals  –  The “pilgrimage” in the 

title of does Jesus really love me?: a Gay 
christian’s Pilgrimage in Search of God in 
america  (Harper Perennial, 2014) by Jeff 
Chu takes the writer on a 20,000 mile trek 
through almost 30 states resulting in more 
than 300 interviews with people asking and 
answering similar questions in regards to 
their own spiritual journeys.

A memoir by Pacific Northwest-based 
writer Ross Eliot, babette: the many lives, 
two deaths and double Kidnapping of dr. 
ellsworth (Heliocentric, 2014), traces the 
writer’s experience during the time he act-
ed as caretaker for Professor Albert Ells-
worth, whose Southern French high society 
childhood and later gender reassignment 
surgery to become Babette, bracket a life 
that makes for a lively read.

Consisting of 26 personal essays, in 
a New century: essays on Queer History, 
Politics, and community life (University of 
Wisconsin, 2014) by award-winning writer 
and newly retired university professor John 
D’Emilio, looks at history and its lessons, 
strategizing and making change, and the 
under-valued gay community in Chicago.

Over the course of the 12 “Essays on 

the Body” in You Feel So mortal (University 
of Chicago, 2014), Peggy Shinner touches 
on subjects ranging from feet to posture, 
from shoplifting to self-defense, from bras 
to nose jobs, from anti-depressants to au-
topsies, and places in between and beyond.

Location, location, location  –  Grow-
ing out of South African journalist Mark Ge-
visser’s obsession with Holmden’s regis-
ter of South africa  street guide, lost and 
Found in Johannesburg: a memoir (Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2014), “charts” the writ-
er’s “intimate history of Johannesburg.”

For Safe Space (Duke, 2014), Chris-
tina B. Hanhardt, professor of American 
studies at University of Maryland, College 
Park, drew on research in Manhattan and 
San Francisco to trace the way queer ac-
tivism and the development of urban com-
munities have intertwined for the past 40 
years.

Anyone who has encountered straight 
breeders pushing SUV strollers through 
Chicago’s Boystown, NYC’s Chelsea, San 
Francisco’s Castro, Washington DC’s Du-
Pont Circle, or Boston’s South End neigh-
borhoods will find something to relate to 
in sociologist Amin Ghaziani’s there Goes 
the Gayborhood? (Princeton, 2014).  t
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MARYLAND
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410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
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1816 North Charles Street
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The Lodge Lounge & 
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301-591-4434
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3607 Fle3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

BALTIMORE, 
MARYLAND

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street
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PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 9855 Washington Blvd. N. 

Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301-498-4840                                                                                                                               
www.pwsplace.com
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PENNSYLVANIA
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706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

HarrisbuHarrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The BThe Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, 
PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's Ranch
8505 O8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

YORK,
PENNSYLVANIA

LUX Night Lounge
1327 N. Duke St
YYork, PA 17404
717-793-3770

www.luxnightlounge.com

MARTINSBURG, 
WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080
www.theclubwv.com

REHOBREHOBOTH 
BEACH, 

DELAWARE
Big Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

FFrogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234

Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 
302-22302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple Parrot 
2247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 

Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-22302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com
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I must admit that hip-hop / rap has never 
been my “thang.” However, I’d been hear-
ing lots of noise about Hip-Hop in Houston. 
This recent book chronicles the hip-hop 
culture of that city, which is a major hub of 
the genre.

Since curiosity is one of my middle 
names, I contacted author Maco L. Fan-
iel, who graciously sent me a copy. A na-
tive Houstonian, Mr. Faniel is an emerging 
scholar, speaker, and advocate  –  and 
he’s one heck of a gifted writer. Substan-
tive, poignant and engrossing, Hip-Hop in 
Houston truly is buzzworthy – and certainly 

lives up to its hype.
Faniel paints a detailed, nuanced, and 

colorful account of the movers and shak-
ers, as well as the seminal moments in 
the development and evolution 
of Houston’s hip-hop scene and 
culture. Along with highlighting 
the city’s rich musical history, 
Hip-Hop in Houston provides a 
deeper, fuller understanding and 
a better appreciation of the genre 
as a whole. 

I spoke with Mr. Faniel about 
the intersection of hip-hop and 
homophobia. It was a rather en-
lightening conversation.

WOe: I’ll start with a simple 
question that cuts right to the 
heart of the matter: Why is hip-
hop / rap traditionally homopho-
bic? 

MLf: Hip-hop is traditionally 
an unaffirming and unsafe space 
for non-heteronormative sexuali-
ties in large part because of the racial and 
gendered politics that it responds to. Hip-
hop is LGBTQI-phobic because the urban 
spaces that it represents for are spaces 
for black masculine performance and pro-

Hip-Hop in 
Houston

Swings
Mood

Wyatt O’Brian Evans

tection in the face of everything, past and 
present, which threatens the existence of 
the black male body and or regards it as 
deviant, wayward, irresponsible, savage, 

and un-American. 
Therefore, virility, 
power over women, 
and other hetero-
normative ideas/
practices become 
important to hip-
hop culture to affirm 
fractured identities 
and all other sexu-
alities become sub-
ject to opprobrium 
and subject of teas-
ing. Even hip-hop’s 
embrace of lesbian 
love – my girl had a 
girlfriend – functions 
for male pleasure-
scopophilia.

WOe: In 
2008, Terrance Dean, a former MTV 
staffer who’s gay, created some-
what of a stir with his book Hiding 
in Hip-Hop: on the down-low in the 
entertainment industry.” Dean said, 
“I wrote it so that people realize the 
industry has a gay subculture and 
we are part of this music.” Jessica 
Bennett reviewed Dean’s expose for 
The Daily Beast and wrote, “Though 
it doesn’t name names, the memoir 
is a detailed (and graphic) account 
of down-low life, gay sex parties and 
secret societies, where some of hip-
hop’s major artists openly sleep with 
men, only to go home to their wives and 
girlfriends at night’s end.” If true, isn’t this 
blatantly hypocritical? Without outing any-
one, do you have first-hand knowledge of 
Dean’s claims? 

MLf: No, I am not familiar with the per-
sons who do this, but yes it is hypocritical. 
Yet, doing so makes sense because of the 
profit motive associated with mainstream 
artists. The hip-hop industry sales “authen-
ticity,” hence it is important for the bottom 
line to perform a black masculinity that is 
ghetto, hood, gangsta, ballerific, and het-
eronormative. 

WOe: In 2006, African-American les-
bian journalist and civil rights activist 

Jasmyne A. Cannick wrote a “Pride 
Source” column entitled, “Hip hop’s ho-
mophobia and black gay America’s si-
lence.” In it she stated, “We cannot protest 
white shock jocks on their use of racially 
insensitive language and then say noth-
ing about the sexually offensive language 
used by black rappers. Black America has 

an ethical and social responsibility to call 
out its own.” What’s your view? 

MLf: Right, because as Dr. King aptly 
argued, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.”

WOe: Last September, Jon Caraman-
ica wrote a piece entitled “Hip-Hop, Toler-
ance and a D.J.’s Bared Soul: He’s Tired 
of Denial.” In it, he stated that there’s a 
“gradual easing of hip-hop’s internalized 
homophobia.” Do you agree with his as-
sessment? And if so, what factors are re-
sponsible? Also, do you believe there will 
be an openly gay, best-selling hip-hop/rap 
artist in the foreseeable future? (Techni-
cally, Frank Ocean is R&B.) 

MLf: Although I agree that “it is no 
longer tenable for hip-hop to be an island” 
where only heteronomrative sexualities 
are welcomed, I do not see much evidence 
that mainstream hip-hop performance is 
moving away from its main tropes – “gang-

sta, pimp, hoe,” 
and hustler. Yes, 
rappers like Kanye 
West, Jay Z, A$AP 
Rocky, Snoop Lion, 
50 Cent, and Mackl-
emore have made 
statements in sup-
port of gay rights, 
but their politics are 
not largely reflected 
through the lyrics of 
most of mainstream 
hip-hop. Their ability 
to speak in support of 
gay rights also repre-
sents a form of privi-

lege and an eye on the bottom line because 
they are established artists with broad con-
sumer bases. I don’t know if mainstream hip-
hop will support an openly LGBT artist to the 
point where that artist will reach the top of the 
charts, but because of the democratization of 
media (YouTube, ReverbNation, Spotify, etc.) 
rappers of various identities and expressions 
can live off of their art from the support of in-
dependent fan bases.

A must-read, Hip-Hop in Houston is an 
important work. As Ned Hibberd, reporter for 
KRIV-TV, stated, “Hip-hop music, as we know 
it today – wouldn’t exist without Houston’s in-
fluence.”

For further information, visit Macofaniel.
com. t

Wyatt o’brian evans is a journalist, in-
structor, motivational speaker, and author of 
the new novel, NothiNg CaN tear Us apart 
– rage! His ndio program, “the Woe Show,” 
debuts June 1, 9 p.m., on Papichuloradio. 
Visit Wyattevans.com and follow him at Face-
book.com/wyattoevans. 

www.meadowmill.com • 410.235.7000 * New members only. Expires April 30, 2014.  
Certain restrictions apply.

Spring Into Fitness
Bring in this ad and get  

a full-use membership for 
just $60/month, 

guaranteed for 12 months.*

Maco L. faniel
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Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a middle-aged gay man who has 

been fortunate to remain HIV negative de-
spite many risky moments. I wonder if I am 
one of those with natural immunity, but as 
far as I know there is no way to find that 
out. I admit I do take risks. Like many men, 
as I am getting older it can 
be hard to keep an erec-
tion with a condom. I was 
never 100% with condoms 
even at my best. If we are 
honest that is pretty common, in fact that’s 
how most guys are. So I would like to go 
on PrEP. [PreP is Pre exposure Prophy-
laxis, taking an anti-HiV medicine every 
day to prevent becoming infected with 
HiV.] I certainly can take medicine every 
day  –  I take a cholesterol pill, a blood 
pressure pill, and an aspirin every day and 
have been doing so for years. I have to get 
periodic blood tests for my cholesterol and 
blood pressure so it would be no problem 
adding in the blood tests needed for PrEP. 
I checked with my insurance and they will 
pay for it. but: my internist – a gay man!  –  
won’t prescribe it, just says he is “not com-
fortable.” So I went to see a (gay male!) 
infectious-disease specialist, and he won’t 
prescribe it for me either. He said I am not 
an appropriate patient for him because I 
don’t (yet!) have an infectious disease. I 
am truly, truly disgusted. Have these docs 
never heard of preventive medicine? Any 
suggestions for me?

Wants an Ounce of Prevention

Dear Wants,
In July 2012, the US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) approved Truvada, a 
medicine already in wide use for treatment 
of HIV infection, for use to prevent HIV 
infection. This is called pre-exposure pro-
phylaxis, or PrEP. In June 2013, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) published 
guidelines on how to determine which pa-
tients are appropriate candidates for PrEP, 

how to prescribe Tru-
vada for PrEP, and how 
to monitor patients while 
they are taking PrEP. 
Close follow up is re-
quired, with visits, coun-
seling and blood work 
every three months. 

Some of the reasons 
few doctors are prescrib-
ing PrEP are the same 
reasons that people in 
any field are slow to 
adopt new methods:

• they didn’t learn it in 
training

• they are afraid of 
making a mistake, harm-
ing a patient, or risking a 
lawsuit

• they feel uneasy about being the first, 
or one of the first, in their area to do some-
thing new

These are some con-
cerns of doctors who do 
not have experience treat-
ing HIV patients:

• most primary care 
doctors don’t provide care for HIV patients, 
and therefore

• they are unfamiliar with HIV meds, 
including Truvada, the medicine used for 
PrEP, and

• they are also unfamiliar with the tests 
used to monitor PrEP patients.

• Taking a detailed sexual history at 
every visit is a key part of monitoring a 
person on PrEP. Sexual history-taking is 
part of routine care for managing patients 
with HIV, which is a chronic sexually-trans-
mitted disease. Unfortunately, many phy-
sicians who do not manage HIV patients 
have not developed this skill. 

Doctors who have experience treating 
HIV patients have a different set of con-
cerns:

• doctors who are experienced in the 
care of HIV patients are very concerned 
that widespread use of PrEP is likely to 
result in increasing HIV resistance. The 
idea here is that people who are taking 
medication for prevention rather than for 
treatment of HIV will not be as motivated 
to take the medicine daily without missing 
any doses. Resistance would develop if 
people taking PrEP miss doses of medica-
tion, become infected with HIV, and contin-
ue to take the medicine. This would result 
in Truvada-resistant strains of HIV which 
would then be passed on to others. Tru-
vada is an essential medicine in HIV care 
and is part of most current HIV-treatment 
combinations. If resistance to Truvada be-
comes widespread, there will be many pa-

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

The Promise 
and the Risks 

of PrEP

QUaLiTy Of Life

tients who cannot be treated. To doctors 
who remember the deaths of many AIDS 
patients whose viruses became resistant 
to all available medications, this is a very 
grave consideration. 

• Tenofovir and emtricitabine, the two 
medicines in Truvada, are also used to 
suppress the hepatitis B virus, another 
sexually transmitted infection. Truvada 
doesn’t prevent infection with hepatitis B, 

but it makes the hepatitis B virus less ac-
tive if someone is infected with hepatitis B 
or if he has been immunized against it. If 
a person taking PrEP who is infected with 
hepatitis B suddenly stops taking Truvada, 
he can have a serious worsening of the 
hepatitis B infection. 

• Many fear that if people rely on PrEP 
to prevent HIV infection, they will decrease 
or stop using condoms. If this occurs, it will 
lead to increased rates of other sexual in-
fections including syphilis, herpes, hepati-
tis B and C, gonorrhea, chlamydia, genital 
warts, trichamoniasis. 

So, these are some of the reasons it’s 
hard to find a doctor who will prescribe. 
However there are doctors prescribing in 
our area, both primary care and infectious 
disease, and the number is increasing. I 
suggest you call the offices of gay-friendly 
physicians and ask if anyone in the office 
is prescribing PrEP. You make very good 
points about why you are a good candi-
date, the most important being your proven 
ability to take medicine every day. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com.

Preventing 
HIV Infection

Some docs are dubious... but for some patients, PrEP’s 
promise outweighs risks

HIV & HEALTH SCREENINGS
JUNE 28 MORE INFO ONLINE AT:

JACQUES.UMARYLAND.EDU

FOOD GAMES
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Moving
Forward

Ava Barron-Shasho

Melissa for dinner. I hope I have enough 
time. I still need to write the speech for my 
class. Why the heck did I take this class? It 
reminds me of being in high school. I hated 
high school. Maybe I should quit the class. 
At this rate I’ll be 100 before I graduate. 
What’s the use? My job is going nowhere. 
What’s the point? I don’t think I can do this. 
My life sucks.” It can also sound like this: 
“Welcome to your personal radio station, 
WANX. Where your fears are presented to 
you, in your ear, 24-

hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week with-
out commercial interruption!” 

Though we are all unique, the physical 
manifestations of how we experience anxiety 
are not.  Some feel as though ice is running 
through their veins, while others experience a 
knot that seems like you swallowed a potato 
whole.  There are those that make a fast dash 
to the bathroom and many try to sleep their 
troubles away. And of course there are many 
of us who take a sip / puff / bite / snort to mute 
out WANX. 

So what can you do to avoid this patterned 
way of thinking?

• Accept 
your feelings, 
even when 
they hurt! 
Rather than 
trying to talk 
yourself out of 
them or try to 
find the rea-
son why they 
exist, work on 
acceptance. 
“I am sad be-
yond belief. 

This really hurts. My sadness is overwhelming 
me right now. My head hurts, I feel like I’m go-
ing to throw up. I accept this sadness as what 
I’m feeling right now.”

• Remind yourself this feeling won’t last 
forever. Much like our snowy winter and the 
torrential April rains, this feeling will pass. 

• Each time your mind wants to revert to 
being worried / negative / anxious, quickly find 
three positive possibilities to your situation. 
This is how we practice walking on the side-
walk rather than the muddy path. This gives 
us a new way to open our neural pathways, 
keep us thinking positive and sheds light in our 
darkness.

So the next time you get stuck in traffic, be-
fore you start cursing the city / traffic goddess 
/ yourself for being late, remind yourself this 
might be an ideal time to listen to the radio, call 
a friend or people watch. After all, life is what 
we make of it! t

Please share your comments and feed-
back on this topic or others with avabarron-
shasho.com

I get anxiety.  By that I mean, like all humans, 
I experience anxiety but also I understand its 
effects on people and relationships.  

While worry can be beneficial in some 
situation, it mostly leaves us feeling out of our 
minds with fear.  It really messes with one’s 
well-being.  Scientists focus on the amygdala 
and the hippocampus as the seats of anxiety in 
the brain.  These two areas alert us when there 
is danger.  Your brain doesn’t differentiate be-
tween fears of being attacked by a grizzly or 
something you’re thinking about that happened 
ten years ago.  
Your body still 
produces a 
flight, fright 
or freeze re-
sponse.  Unfor-
tunately if you 
can’t sleep at 
3am because 
you’re worried 
about your ca-
reer / relation-
ship / finances 
/ family, your 
body and mind respond like you’re in a war 
zone... and in some respects you are, on an 
emotional level.

Our brain has a specific way of experienc-
ing anxiety. Imagine if you will you are walk-
ing on a sidewalk and you come to a huge 
green grassy field. If you continued to follow 
the sidewalk it would take you twice as long 
to get around the field. Instead you decide to 
cut straight across the field. Each time you 
come to this field you continue to use the path 
/ short-cut. Soon the field has a worn, muddy 
line running through it and you arrive home 
with dirt and mud on your shoes. 

This is exactly how our brain works. The 
dendrites, neurons, chemicals and electrons 
begin thinking in a set pattern…even if it’s a 
lousy one. Certain paths in the brain get used 
more frequently; call them the “worry paths” if 
you will. Before you know it our automatic way 
of thinking is to worry, think negatively and ask 
“What’s wrong?” in every situation. 

Pretty soon your automatic way of think-
ing sounds like this “After work I’m meeting 

Experiencing
 Anxiety
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Diversity

The term micro-inequity came to my mind. 
Micro-inequity is a theory that refers to hy-
pothesized ways in which individuals are 
either singled out, overlooked, ignored, 
or otherwise discounted based on an un-
changeable characteristic such as race of 
gender. If these women mentioned above 
were unwilling to change how they commu-
nicate to fit into the more traditional “male” 
style, would they have been ignored? It is 
definitely something I will be looking for in 
future work situations.

This is just one example of a micro-in-
equity. I had overheard another example of 
a micro-inequity a few years ago. A Hispan-
ic-American working for one of the top phar-
maceutical companies in the U.S., in the 
research and development area had been 
approached by a Caucasian manager from 
another department, and said, “You have 
such great command of the English lan-
guage. Where did you learn how to speak 
English so well?” This person replied with 
a question, “Do you mean where did I go to 
high school?” The embarrassed Caucasian 
turned a bright shade of red and quietly said 
“Oh, I thought maybe you were born some-
place outside of the US.” The Hispanic-
American was actually born in the Bronx in 
New York City. This micro-inequity occurred 
because someone appeared to be different.

More recently, an African-American 
male friend of mine working on a Friday 
in his office, where it is “jeans day” was 
handed a package by a Caucasian female 
from another department, that needed to 
be shipped. The person is actually one of 
the senior managers in this location, not a 
shipping clerk! My friend continued to tell 
me that this was not the first time this had 
occurred, and likely would not be the last 
time.

As a gay male, I have encountered 
many subtle slights and snubs myself, just 
as many of the readers of this article have. 
I have come to learn that these micro-ineq-
uities are commonplace, in and out of the 
workplace. As a human-resources profes-
sional, knowing that these micro-inequities 
exist, I have seen more employers turn-
ing to best practices to combat this issue, 
some of which include increasing aware-
ness through sensitivity training, creating 
mentoring programs, or establishing affin-
ity groups. The key is to create an environ-
ment where discussions can happen and 
appropriate actions can be developed and 
executed. While I do not expect that micro-
inequities will ever completely disappear, I 
am hopeful that, over time, the frequency 
of them will decrease.  t

richard Finger is president of Fresh Hr 
consulting 410-599-3173… and moonlights 
as Baltimore OUTloud’s restaurant reviewer!

Diversity Can 
Div/ide

Business
Richard Finger

The More you 
Know About

yOUr MONey

Recently I engaged in a discussion with 
a few women about diversity in the work-
place. From my perspective, as a man, it 
was very insightful. One of the key take-
aways was that these women in particular, 
felt a need to change their communication 
style in order for male peers or managers 
to listen to them. Said differently, these 
women had to make a conscious decision 
to choose more direct words, similar to 
how their male counterparts communicate. 
This was something they had learned to do 

over time, as they noticed that their male 
colleagues were listened to almost imme-
diately. 

I had reflected back on this discovery, it 
lead me to think of two additional thoughts. 
The first, it is very interesting that these 
women were willing to flex their communi-
cation style, while men did not seem like 
they needed to, or wanted to. It is fascinat-
ing to me that these women did not seem to 
feel they were treated unfairly in the work-
place as a result of this. They were quite 
willing to admit that there are fundamental 
differences between men and women, and 
this was just an example of one of these 
differences. 

Perhaps it is my background in human 
resources that lead to my second thought. 

Business
Richard Finger

The More you 
Know About

“An African-American 
male friend of mine, 
a senior manager, 

working on a Friday 
in his office, where 
it is ‘jeans day,’ was 

handed a package by a 
Caucasian female from 
another department, 

that needed to be 
shipped.” 
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On the morning of Sunday, May 4, I found 
myself sitting in a Starbucks in suburban 
Reisterstown, Maryland, waiting to inter-
view the founder and producer of Touch of 
Flavor: A “Shades of Grey”-style event that 
is scheduled for July 4 to 7 at the Hunt Val-
ley Inn. I had scheduled the interview with 
Cassie Fuller via email and had no idea 
what she looked like. Scanning the faces 
at the crowded coffeeshop, I tried to guess 
which lady was there for the interview? 
Was she the older woman with the tattoos? 
Was she the sort of androgynous-looking 
college student? I found myself looking for 
a stereotype. I was not prepared for the 
perky blonde soccer mom looking young 
lady who approached me. 

Cassie, who lives in Westminster, Mary-
land, has been in the leather/kink commu-
nity for over ten years and has been in-
volved in “kink sex education” since 2008. 
The Touch of Flavor event received lots of 
attention last year when Coppermine Field 
House the new manager of the Clarence 
“Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore City, can-

and Defenders Leather / Levi Club mem-
ber Master Taino and many more. The 
conference will include over 55 workshops 
and presentations on cathartic flogging, 
aromatherapy for BDSM, erotic role play, 
erotic hypnosis, needles, rough body play, 
violent wands, erotic biting, knife play, 

wax, predicament 
bondage, and much 
more. The weekend 
will also feature a 
“Black Tied-Up Din-
ner” – a sit-down 
dinner with live kinky 
entertainment, a 
pool social, a kinky 
skills talent contest, 
a vendor mart, and 
the Dungeon Gala: 
a masquerade ball 
featuring live dem-
os, performances, 
games, and a live 
DJ. Event tickets 
are just $125 if pur-

chased before June 9th and rooms are 
available at the hotel for just $96. Visit: 
Events.atouchofflavor.com for tickets and 
more information. With so many activities 
scheduled at a Touch of Flavor you will 
need lots of coffee from Starbucks to enjoy 
it all! 

Also coming up soon: 
Sunday, May 18, 4 to 7 p.m. Mr. D.C. 

Eagle 2014, Southeast Bootblack 2013, 
and D.C. Bear Crue present Boot Blacks: 
“Get Your Leather Ready for IML” at the 
Green Lantern, 1335 Green Court NW in 
Washington. Music by DJ Say What? Half 

of all proceeds go to the Leather Heart 
Foundation. 

Sunday, May 18, 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Mr. 
D.C. Eagle 2014 Ramien’s Send Off to 
IML benefit will be held at the Vita Lounge, 
1318 9th Street NW, Washington. 

Friday, May 23, 9 p.m. Mid-Atlantic 
Leatherboy 2014 david and Mid-Atlantic 
Community Bootblack 2014 boy ed will 
host at bar night at The Loft, Grand Cen-
tral. 

Saturday, June 7, 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Thunderdome – A Leather Event Benefit-
ing Capital Pride will be held at Tropica-
lia, 2001 14th Street NW in Washington 
(Corner of 14th & U) Tickets at $10 at 
the door for those in leather or gear, or 
$15 without. Friday, June 13, 8 p.m. Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2014 David Pfau and 
Bmore Qfest presents a fundraiser and 
small works of art auction to benefit Team 
Friendly Baltimore and Project RE at 1727 
North Charles Street. The event will also 
include a showing of age of consent, a 
documentary by Charles Lum and Todd 
Verow that tells the inside story of The 
Hoist, London’s only permanent fixture 
leather bar. 

Friday, June 13, 9 p.m., ShipMates 
Club of Baltimore Bar Night, Leon’s Leath-
er Lounge. Join the ShipMates as they kick 
off Baltimore Pride Weekend! t

celed the conference just days before the 
May 17, 2013 workshops were to begin. 
The producers of the event had a contract 
from October 2012 and filed a breach-of-
contract lawsuit. A settlement was reached 
and the event was rescheduled for Sep-
tember 7 and 8, 2013 at a hotel near the 
airport. This year’s event is once again 
making the news. On May 7 I managed 
to catch an interview with Cassie on Fox 
News. Being Fox News the piece also in-
cluded interviews with shoppers at Hunt 
Valley Towne Center expressing shock 
that such a function had been scheduled 
in suburban Hunt Valley. (I guess these 
shoppers are not familiar with the term 
“consenting adults.”) Cassie informed me 
that all event attendees much be at least 
18 years old and that the event is provid-
ing security and medical staff to make sure 
the weekend runs smoothly. 

Cassie had been an educator at other 
events and has been coordinating kink 
events for six years. Cassie explained 
that although the popular Fifty Shades of 
Grey books brought the somewhat “ta-
boo” lifestyle to the mainstream, the books 
concentrate on telling a story. To keep the 
story moving the books “leave out the im-
portant stuff.” The books don’t instruct and 
educate. There is incomplete information 
provided. Although the books stirred up 
a lot of interest in various fetishes, she 
felt there was a void regarding educa-
tion. As a result, she 
founded the Touch 
of Flavor event to 
make BDSM educa-
tion and instruction 
on the needed skills 
available. She stated 
that, “People in rela-
tionships may have 
an interest in kink, 
but don’t know how 
to ask their partner 
about it.” She adds 
that, “Kink does not 
have a gender or an 
orientation  –  ev-
eryone has done it. 
If you have ever licked chocolate off your 
partner, you have done kink.” 

Cassie, who identifies as bisexual, has 
been in a full-time female-led dominant/
submissive relationship with her husband 
of nine years. Last year’s conference at-
tracted people from all orientations. A re-
view of the featured speakers for this year’s 
conference reveals many folks who are 
well-known in the LGBT leather community 
including: International Ms. Leather 2010 / 
Ms. San Francisco Leather 2009 Mollena 
Williams, FIST member Luncinda, founder 
and director of MAsT Baltimore Master 
David, Master/ slave conference producer 

The Fresh 
Face of Fetish

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

“Scanning the faces at 
the crowded coffeeshop, 
I tried to guess which 
lady was there for the 
interview, I was not 

prepared for the perky 
blonde soccer mom 
looking young lady 

who approached me.”

at Touch of flavor
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BEFORE YOU BUY...
PRICE PACKER!

9801 Pulaski Hwy. Middle River, MD

443-777-5000 AlPacker.com • Open 24/7
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

IF YOU’RE LOOKING 

FOR A NEW OR USED 

CAR, TRUCK OR SUV...

I’M YOUR

MAN!Blake Drinkard
Main: 443-777-5000
Cell: 410-971-9927


