
way for men to legally enter women’s bath-
rooms and other private spaces. Parrott 
said “the right to privacy in private facilities 
is null and void, under this bill.” Delegate 
Kathy Szeliga (R-Harford) announced the 
intention to collect signatures along with 
Parrott.

“Delegate Parrott will have an uphill bat-
tle to convince voters to repeal fairness for 
all Marylanders,” said Keith Thirion, direc-
tor of advocacy and programs for Equality 
Maryland in a statement. “The majority of 
Marylanders believe that everyone should 
be treated fairly, including having the oppor-
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By Steve Charing
MDPetitions.com, a con-
servative group chaired by 
Delegate Neil Parrott (R-
Hagerstown), announced 
on April 29 that it plans to 
gather a sufficient num-
ber of signatures to force 
the Fairness for All Mary-
landers Act (FAMA) to be 
placed on November’s 
ballot. The bill, which eas-
ily passed both chambers 
during the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly primarily 
with Democratic votes, is 
aimed at banning discrimi-
nation in employment, 

Group Seeks to Overturn 
Gender-Identity Bill

Miss gay Maryland 2014 
alondra SanchezAnd the Winner is…

By Mary taylor
The Club Hippo was the place to be during 
the weekend of April 25-27. The weekend 
started with the Miss Gay Maryland Review 
Show on Friday evening and ended with the 
crowning of Miss Gay Maryland 2014 on 
Sunday. It was a weekend filled with talent, 
entertainment, energy, and love for one’s art. 
What a great way to spend a weekend – it 
just doesn’t get any better! 

 Fourteen very talented contestants 
competed for the title of Miss Gay Mary-
land 2014: Angelika Jozet Adams, Miss D 
Meaner, Jayden Elyse, Iyana Deshanel, Sa-
brina Sommers, Rebecca Blaqueout, Eva 
Coutoure, Anastasia Amore, Alondra San-

chez, Charity Saude, Dimitria 
Blackwell, Shawnna Alexander, 
Chasity Vain, and Jazmine Se-
phord, and boy did they bring 
out their “A” game! On Saturday 
afternoon each went through 
male interview. Just like a job 
interview, the judges wanted to 
see what each person brings to 
the table. Then pre-judging of 
evening gown was held. Solo 
talent and talent was scored 
to the cheers and applause of 
a packed house on Saturday 
night. Trust and believe me no 
one was disappointed by what 
they saw. 

The hardest job of the night 
went to five very experienced 
judges: Nicole James, CoCo 
Montrese, DuWanna Moore, 

housing, credit, and public accommoda-
tions based on gender identity. 

MDPetitions.com spearheaded simi-
lar referendum efforts in 2012 to overturn 
three laws including the one that legalized 
same-sex marriage in Maryland. All three 
attempts failed as voters upheld the legisla-
tion in a referendum.

The group and its supporters would 
need to amass roughly 18,500 signatures 
by May 31 and if successful, a total of 
55,736 validated signatures by June 30. 
MDPetitions.com has dubbed the legisla-
tion “the bathroom bill” in order to frighten 
voters into believing that the law paves the Delegate neil Parrott
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By Steve Charing
The nearly 200 people who attended the 
AIRS 25th Anniversary Gala on April 26 at 
the M&T Bank Pavilion were later treated to 
a rousing performance of West Side Story at 
the Hippodrome Theatre next door. And as 
F.T. Burden, the CEO and president of AIRS 
/ Empire Homes of 
Maryland, pointed 
out, the show’s title 
is a perfect meta-
phor for the evening’s 
event. 

This is because 
the success of Resto-
ration Gardens, a $6 
million, 43-unit hous-
ing project for home-
less youth ages 18 to 
24 located in the west 
side of Baltimore, 
has been the orga-
nization’s crowning 
achievement, and its 
story was clearly the 
centerpiece of the celebration.

The AIDS Interfaith Residential Services 
or AIRS began in 1987 by the Central Mary-
land Ecumenical Council as the faith com-
munity’s response to the AIDS epidemic. 
The first Don Miller House, which opened in 
1988, served four men with end-stage AIDS. 
AIRS became a 501c-3 in 1989. 

Through strategic planning and commu-
nity support, during the last 25 years, AIRS 
has expanded its programming to provide 
vital services to the most vulnerable popula-
tions throughout Baltimore City and County. 
Programs and services include supportive 
housing emphasizing self-sufficiency for 
low-income and homeless individuals and 
families, assistance accessing healthcare, 
job training and placement, and support for 
disabled individuals and families living with 
HIV/AIDS and other disabilities.

A video was presented at the gala, which 
featured several past residents of Restora-
tion Gardens who were once homeless and 
whose lives were positively impacted by 
experiencing stable housing and becoming 
self-sufficient. Others who had been associ-
ated with AIRS also appeared on the video 
to reflect upon the beginnings of the orga-
nization and how its mission evolved over 
the years. It currently maintains a $6 million 
operating budget.

One of these individuals was Jim Wil-
liams, who had served for two years as 
AIRS interim director. He was responsible 
for hiring Burden as director of development 
who eventually went on to lead AIRS. Wil-
liams, co-publisher of baltimore outloud, 

explained in the video that as the clientele 
changed, the programs had to change as 
well.

Because of the onset of the AIDS epi-
demic and how LGBT kids are often rejected 
by their families making them vulnerable to 
homelessness or unstable housing, AIRS 

has always main-
tained close ties to 
the LGBT community. 
It held its first “Oscar 
Night” fundraiser at 
the one-time gay club 
Redwood Trust.

In an emotional 
speech to the audi-
ence, Chrisey Gibson-
Washington shared 
her experiences at 
Restoration Gardens 
and how her life im-
proved dramatically 
because of the op-
portunities City Steps, 
a subsidiary of AIRS, 

afforded. In addition to providing a stable 
environment, City Steps programs teach the 
residents such life skills as financial literacy 
and home keeping as well as targeted work-
force development assistance to become self-
sufficient.

With Baltimore being fourth among U.S. 
cities with new HIV infections, AIRS’ goal is 
to reduce the number of homeless individuals 
and families to help curtail the rate of infection. 
Fully 25 percent of the homeless are youth 
who fall in the 18-24 age range.

Another video was presented that showed 
what it’s like to be homeless and how the 
chances of contracting HIV increase. Del-
egate Mary Washington (D-Baltimore), who 
was in attendance, received plaudits from 
Burden as a “champion of the homeless” for 
her work in the legislature.

“Along our journey, we began using our 
housing and service expertise proactively, by 
serving homeless youth in an effort to break 
the cycle of homelessness before it starts and 
reduce the high rate of new HIV infection,” Bur-
den told baltimore outloud prior to the gala. 
“The AIRS City Steps program is the largest 
permanent supportive housing program for 
homeless youth and young adults ages 18-24 
in Maryland. The proceeds from this event will 
go to support the City Steps programs.”

As this West Side success story contin-
ues, a new East Side story is expected to be 
unfolding in three or four years, according to 
Burden. And hopefully there will be more suc-
cesses to celebrate. t

more photos of airS’ 25th anniversary 
Gala are inside and on baltimoreoutloud.com.

Celebrating AIRS’ 25 Years of Service

Chrisey gibson-washington 
and F.t. Burden    credit: Bob Ford

Larry Tyger and Head Judge Sabrina White. 
The judges really had their work cut out for 
them. Watching over them was the beautiful 
and very talented Miss Gay America 2014 
Jessica Jade, along with Miss Gay Maryland 
2013 Araya Sparxx. By the end of the night 
it was anybody’s guess who the top seven 
were going to be.

Sunday started with a fantastic open-
ing number from the Broadway musical 
legally blonde featuring Araya Sparxx and 
her cast of former Miss Maryland’s, Jessi-
ca Jade and others. Wow is the only word 
that fits the bill for that number. Then down 
to the matter at hand, announcing the top 
seven. Advancing to the next round were 
Miss D Meaner, Jayden Elyse, Rebecca 
Blaqueout, Anastasia Amore, Alondra San-
chez, Chasity Vain, and Jazmine Sephord. 

The top seven were then off to the 
dressing room to get ready for evening 
gown and on-stage question. Back to a 
clean start, each girl modeled her gown 
with poise and grace. The questions were 
answered with such style and thought that 
you would have thought they all had time 
to think about the answer, but they didn’t. 
On the spot was on the spot. 

Talent was the next category present-
ed and just like Saturday night the num-
bers were amazing. This was the best year 
for Miss Maryland was often overheard 
as I walked through the crowd of people. 
Hats off to Jose Foster and Jayson Kue-
berth the show directors, and of course 
Araya Sparxx for a job very well done. The 
talented entertainers who performed be-
tween categories were excellent as well. 
To Mr. Chuck Bowers owner of the Club 
Hippo and Miss Gay Maryland our hats are 
off to you too for putting this all together 
and letting the community see what great 
performers are out there. Thank you Mr. 
Bowers for all you do for Baltimore and the 
community. 

Well after all the goodbyes and thank 
you’s were said, it was time to announce 
the winner. Alondra Sanchez was crowned 
Miss Gay Maryland 2014 and awarded the 
title of 1st Alternate to Miss Gay Maryland 
2014 was Miss D Meaner. May both of you 
have the best year of your lives and good 
luck to you both when you go to compete 
for Miss Gay America 2014 in Nashville. 
Remember two very important things, it’s 
not what you do when you have the crown, 
it’s what you do after you have the crown 
and that the crown does not make the per-
son, the person makes the crown. t

anD the winner iS…
– continued from page 1
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By Steve Charing
The Human Rights Campaign will be honoring 
Baltimore for its perfect 100-point score on the 
2013 Municipal Equality Index (MEI) at a spe-
cial evening reception. The event will take place 
on May 15 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Birroteca, 1520 
Clipper Road in Baltimore.

The 2013 Municipal Equality Index is the 
second edition of the only nationwide rating 
system of LGBT inclusion in municipal law. 
Since the first issue of the report came out in 
2012, Baltimore has increased its score by over 
12 points. It is clear that Baltimore is a leader 
for equality and this achievement deserves to 
be celebrated. 

Twenty-five cities in 2013 earned a perfect 
100-point score with Baltimore among them 
compared to only 11 in 2012. Other cities in 
Maryland and their scores were: Annapolis 
(70), College Park (62), Rockville (58) and 
Frederick (52). The national average was 57. 

Baltimore’s total score benefitted from nine 
bonus points awarded because of its strong 
showing in some areas, such as providing ser-
vices to vulnerable populations of the LGBT 
community, but it lost five points for not having 
a city contractor non-discrimination policy. 

In recognition of this achievement, Balti-
more Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake will 
accept the “Top Municipality for LGBT Equality 
Award” on behalf of the city of Baltimore and 
make remarks on the city’s inclusivity. This 
event will feature complimentary light hors 
d’ouevres and a cash bar. 

To register, visit Aaction.hrc.org/site/
Calendar?view=Detail&id=119002. t

The GLBT Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB) announced on 
April 25 several leadership changes, including 
the resignation of GLCCB executive director 
Matt Thorn and the appointments of Stephanie 
Baker and Daniel Moore to the GLCCB board 
of directors.

The GLCCB board of directors accepted 
Thorn’s resignation as executive director, effec-
tive April 30, 2014. He has served in his role 
since March 2013.

“It has been a tremendous honor for me to 
serve as executive director over the past year,” 
Thorn said. “I have greatly appreciated the op-
portunity to work alongside a dedicated, pas-
sionate group of staff members and volunteers, 
and I offer my best wishes for the Center’s con-

 newS // LOCAL

CriSean iS USing MUSiC 
to inSPire otherS

– continued from page 1

tunity to work for a living, secure housing 
and get served lunch at a restaurant.” 

Thirion cited a recent Goucher College 
poll that indicated “71% of Marylanders 
support including transgender people in our 
anti-discrimination law.”

The definition of gender identity in FAMA 
provides that a person’s gender identity may 
be demonstrated by the “consistent and uni-
form assertion” of their gender identity or 
any other evidence that the gender identity 
is “sincerely held as part of the person’s 
core identity.” Numerous elected officials 
from local jurisdictions that protect trans-
gender people from discrimination testified 
throughout the legislative session that the 
scenarios posed by opponents had not oc-
curred.

“It is disappointing that anti-transgender 
activists are still telling Maryland citizens 
the same myths that fair-minded Maryland 
legislators have already seen through and 
rejected by a wide margin,” said Jer Wel-
ter, managing attorney of FreeState Legal 
Project. “The reality is that the Fairness for 
All Marylanders Act does not weaken state 
law on ogling, indecent exposure, or sexual 

assault in any way. Delegate Parrott’s mis-
leading comments about bathrooms would 
almost be comical if he weren’t using these 
scare tactics to confuse the public and op-
pose basic civil rights protections in employ-
ment, housing, services, and public spaces.” 

The Maryland Coalition for Transgen-
der Equality of which Equality Maryland is a 
member previously announced a public ed-
ucation campaign called Stand for Fairness 
to educate voters about the facts of the law 
in anticipation of a referendum battle ahead.

“I am extremely disappointed that 
a small group of conservative activists 
launched a misguided and deceptive peti-
tion drive against including antidiscrimina-
tion protections for transgender Maryland-
ers and their families in our civil rights law,” 
said Senator Rich Madaleno (D-Montgom-
ery) in a statement. 

“Why the Republican Party repeatedly 
chooses to brand itself as the party of dis-
crimination and intolerance is beyond un-
derstanding,” he added. “After a majority 
of Maryland voters sided with fairness and 
equality in approving both marriage equality 
and the Dream Act in our state, conserva-
tive activists are once again poised to lose 
their fight against expanded civil rights and 
freedoms.” Madaleno introduced the bill 
(SB212) in the Senate. t

groUP SeekS to over-
tUrn genDer-iDentity Bill

– continued from page 1

tinued success.” 
Thorn cited personal family matters for his 

departure from the organization.
The GLCCB board of directors, under presi-

dent Mike McCarthy, has appointed Kelly Neel 
as the organization’s interim executive director. 
Neel previously served as the organization’s 
deputy executive director and program coordi-
nator and will serve as the primary point for the 
Center’s day-to-day operations, financial man-
agement, and program administration.

“We thank Matt for his dedication and ser-
vice and wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors,” McCarthy said. “The board has every 
confidence that Kelly will step up to the chal-
lenge of her new role, and will help foster the or-
ganization’s mission in uniting and empowering 
sexual and gender minorities in Baltimore and 
Maryland.”

“I am excited to step into the position of in-
terim director and am looking forward to the new 
challenges and opportunities ahead,” Neel told 
baltimore outloud.

The GLCCB also announced the appoint-
ment of two new board members, Stephanie 
Baker and Daniel Moore.

Daniel Moore is a CPA candidate and fi-
nance professional with 20 years of corporate 
accounting and management experience and 
12 years working with various non-profit orga-
nizations, with expertise in strategic planning, 
fiscal management, and financial and analytic 
reporting. He earned his MBA from Franklin Uni-
versity, where he currently serves as an adjunct 
professor of finance. Moore will serve as the 
treasurer for the GLCCB board of directors.

Stephanie Baker currently serves as a fa-
cilitator of the Rainbow Youth Alliance, a social 
and support group for young LGBTQ people 
ages 13-19 that is housed at the GLCCB. With a 
professional background in education and pro-
gramming, Baker currently works as an educa-
tion analyst for the State of Maryland. 

She received her MA in higher education 
and student affairs from the Ohio State Univer-
sity and BA in women’s studies from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, College Park. Her previous 
experience includes working as a lifeline coun-
selor for The Trevor Project and as a residence 
director at Pitzer College in California. 

For a complete list of GLCCB staff, you may 
visit GLCCB.org/about-us/glccb-staff; for board-
members, visit GLCCB.org/about-us/board-of-
directors. t

B’more’s Inclusivity 
to be Honored

Leadership Changes 
at the GLCCB

glCCB’s interim director kelly neel
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ties,” Hortis added. “Mobsters were often 
willing to sacrifice their gay customers dur-
ing staged police raids to appease the pub-
lic, too. These frustrations boiled over on 
Saturday, June 28, 1969, when patrons of 
the Mafia-owned Stonewall Inn fought back 
against a police raid.” He and other histori-
ans have concluded that the 1969 Stone-
wall uprising was, in large part, a reaction 
against the mob-run system of gay bars. 

Co-sponsored by FreeState Legal and 
the Enoch Pratt Writers “Live!” Series, the 
presentation on May 7 titled, “The Historic 
Role of the Mafia in Gay Life,” takes place 
at 7 p.m. at the Central Library, 400 Cathe-
dral Street, Baltimore. The free event will 
also include discussion of the mob in the 
historical context of Baltimore gay bars. t

By Steve Charing
The Walters Art Museum will be presenting 
financial workshops on June12 and 19 to 
coincide with Baltimore Pride. The work-
shops, “Learn How to Build a Charitable 
Legacy from LGBT Icons,” will allow at-
tendees to learn how to align estate plans 
with personal values, family goals, busi-
ness interests, and charitable legacies. 

The first of these on June 12 from 6 to 
7 p.m. is titled “James Dean, Liberace and 
Others: The Wills of LGBT Icons.” From 
the debt-ridden estate of Oscar Wilde to 
the substantial fortune of Andy Warhol, 
the presentation includes lessons from the 
administration of these and other famous 
estates. In addition, participants will learn 
what provisions were made for their fami-
lies and partners and how these individu-
als handled gifts of their tangible personal 
property. Michael E.S. McCarthy of U.S. 
Trust leads the discussion.

The second workshop, “LGBT Lecture: 
Protecting Your Legacy,” takes place on 
June 19 from 6 to 7:30 p.m., discusses fi-
nancial and estate planning for same-sex 
couples. A Q&A session will be held imme-
diately following the presentation. 

“For same-sex couples consider-
ing their wealth management and legacy 
goals, planning issues are more clear, but 
many challenges remain,” McCarthy told 
baltimore outloud. 

Both events are free and are sponsored 
by U.S. Trust. To reserve a space to either 
or both, email amancinelli@thewalters.org. 
The Walters Art Museum is located at 600 
North Charles Street, Baltimore. t

By Steve Charing
Many of us who enjoy gay history know that 
the Stonewall Inn in New York’s Greenwich 
Village was operated by the Mafia at the 
time of the iconic uprising in 1969. It is be-
lieved that the Mafia had a hand in most of 
the gay bars in New York City to that point 
in time. Because of the fact homosexuals 
were driven underground especially after 
Prohibition, rather than disappearing they 
sought sanctuaries in bars, which were il-
legal.

“The New York State Liquor Author-
ity labeled any establishment that served 

homosexuals to be a ‘disorderly premises’ 
and threatened to pull its liquor license. 
Meanwhile, the City of New York banned 
the employment of gays and lesbians in 
bars,” said author Alex Hortis whose new 
book, the mob and the city: the Hidden 
History of How the mafia captured New 
York (Prometheus Books, 2014) will be 
the subject of an audio-visual presentation 
on May 7 at the Enoch Pratt Free Library. 
“Any cop on the street could threaten to 
shut down bars for violating such laws.” 
Only the mob had the clout and the money 
to pay off the police, and make these es-
tablishments highly profitable.

“With little competition, the Mafia could 
charge high prices for substandard ameni-
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vito genovese’s greenwich village 
crew controlled the most gay bars and 
nightclubs



BaltiMore oUtloUD  MAY 2, 2014  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  5 

“Carroll County is a conservative county 
and sometimes there seems to be an un-
awareness, misunderstanding, and/or fear 
of the LGBT community,” explains Snell. “It is 
my hope that this year’s conference will help 
folks have a positive dialogue about LGBT-
related topics so that together we may be-
come a healthier and more compassionate 
community.”

The conference is free and open to the 
public. Since the room only holds 120, it would 
be wise to register early. One can do that by 
contacting Gary Honeman at 443-244-8654 
or ghoneman@ccysb.org. For more informa-
tion, visit the organization’s Facebook page, 
Carroll Citizens for Racial Equality. t

The Center for Black Equity (CBE), an in-
ternational black LGBT organization; Johns 
Hopkins Center for AIDS Research – Balti-
more HIV Collaboratory; and the Center for 
Black Equity – Baltimore (formerly Baltimore 

9619 Stauffer Road
Walkersville, MD
(301) 845-2705

www.ADogsHaven.com                             @ /ADogsHaven
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Prices Include All Amenities
Shuttle Transport Available

A Recreational Homestead 
for Your Best Friend

 newS // LOCAL

Conference on May 16 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the Charles I. Ecker Boardroom at the 
Board of Education, 125 North Court Street, 
Westminster, Maryland.

“Every year the CCRE committee plans a 
conference to raise consciousness about is-
sues related to diversity and multiculturalism 
while developing positive and collaborative 
relationships with other agencies in Carroll 
County,” says Erin Snell, a member of CCRE. 

Scheduled speakers are Michael Eselun 
of GLIDE (Gays and Lesbians Initiating Dia-
logue for Equality) and author Martha John-
son, who wrote the touching novel in our 
midst about two gay Midwestern men. The 
local panelists will include Judy Gaver of 
PFLAG and Pastor Marty Kuchma. 

The committee needed to decide which 
group should be the focus at the 2014 confer-
ence. At the end of the conference last year, 
which highlighted the Hispanic community, 
attendees were given surveys that included 
a question about possible topics for future 
conferences. “‘Hidden discrimination’ was 
suggested,” said Snell. 

“The CCRE committee started to brain-
storm all the possible groups of people who 
experience hidden or covert discrimination. 
Soon we had a very long list, which includ-
ed various religious groups and ethnicities, 
as well as age-related discrimination. It was 
much too broad of a topic.

“One of the committee members felt that 
we should go with another suggested topic 
from the surveys: the LGBT community. As 
someone pointed out, the LGBT commu-
nity in Carroll County is often very hidden 
for many reasons. The committee knew the 
topic could possibly bring planning difficulties 
and it did. We needed a group to sponsor the 
breakfast and possibly part of the lunch, both 
of which are free to those who register for the 
conference.”

Both PFLAG-Westminster and United 
Church of Christ, the venue for the PFLAG 
meetings, have volunteered to co-sponsor 
the event. 

By Steve Charing
One might not ordinarily count conservative 
Carroll County as a pro-LGBT jurisdiction. 
Opposition to same-sex marriage and gen-
der identity non-discrimination was evident 
by the county’s legislative delegation voting 
record as well as by the voters themselves in 
the case of marriage equality. 

Nonetheless, some progress has been 
noted. For over three years, an active PFLAG 
chapter exists in Westminster, and LGBT 
folks and supporters have marched in sev-
eral of Westminster’s parades showing that 
there is indeed an LGBT community and al-

lies in Carroll.
Soon, more visibility will be given to the 

county’s LGBT community. The Carroll Citi-
zens for Racial Equality (CCRE) will be hold-
ing an “Embracing Our LGBT Community” 

Sankofa: Community 
Conversations 
on Black MSM

Embracing the LGBT 
Community 

in Carroll County

author Martha Johnson will be a guest 
speaker at the conference

Black Pride) along with a host of commu-
nity partners have collaborated to produce 
Sankofa: Community Conversations on Black 
Men Who Sex With Men (MSM) in Central 
Maryland.  It will be held Friday, May 2 and 
Saturday, May 3 at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity School of Nursing, 525 North Wolfe 
Street, Baltimore.  

The purpose of Sankofa is to provide a 
space for health care and service providers, 
clinicians, and social workers to better under-
stand the lives of black gay and bisexual men 
not just from the standpoint of HIV/AIDS in-
fection and the related stigma, but as individ-
uals who want the tools to build a healthy life.  
The second purpose is to provide black gay 
and bisexual men additional tools to build a 
holistic life which includes building healthy re-
lationships, job preparedness, learning about 
different resources, and building a stronger 
community.

The Friday, May 2, afternoon session 
will be geared towards healthcare and ser-
vice providers, clinicians, and social work-
ers who work with black gay and bisexual 
men in central Maryland. Speakers Corne-
lius Baker of the National Black Gay Men’s 
Advocacy Coalition; Danielle German of the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

—continued on page 8
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the person’s life through a gay lens. Main-
stream publications weren’t apt to publish 
the name of someone’s surviving same-
sex partner, and they heavily edited the 
notices to remove the person’s gay soul. 
Those obituaries are a chronicle of LGBT 
life, and J.D. Doyle, a longtime Houston 
gay activist, is ensuring they will be per-
manently available to researchers or to 
anyone simply looking for a memory of a 
friend. The obituaries were usually submit-
ted by friends rather than family, so they 
were more authentic and unfiltered. 

Over the past year, Doyle has scanned 
almost 5,000 obituaries printed in Texas’s 
gay publications and compiled them into 
an online database titled the Texas Obitu-
ary Project. He said he creates a page for 
each obituary and then adds the name, 
cause of death, partner’s name, age, city 
and other items that identify the person 
such as their affiliation with Turtle Creek 
Chorale or Dallas Gay Alliance. For com-
munity leaders like Bill Nelson, he scanned 
several news stories to complement the 
obituary and added them to the web page. 
Nelson was one of the founders of Dallas 
Gay Alliance and AIDS Resource Center, 
now Dallas Gay and Lesbian Alliance and 
Resource Center. Most of the obituaries 
were published in This Week In Texas, a 
statewide weekly magazine published from 
1975 to 2000. Doyle hopes to add obituar-
ies printed in dallas Voice, once the Uni-
versity of North Texas scans the issues 
and makes them available online. 

Bruce Monroe, a historian and a board 
member of the Dallas Way, called Doyle’s 
work “an amazing project... It helps con-
nect the dots,” he said. “It’s a valuable re-
source to put together the genealogy of the 
gay community.” Monroe said that when a 
friend approached him to find information 
about a former Cedar Springs retailer who 
died in the 1990s, he wasn’t able to find 
anything. Then he found the Texas Obitu-
ary Project, typed in a few key words, and 
the obituary from tWt popped up with the 
information he was looking for. The obitu-
aries and related stories archived in the 

admit them. Until the court’s ruling, they 
have been forced to choose either male or 
female genders for most legal purposes. 

“Recognition of transgenders as a third 
gender is not a social or medical issue 
but a human-rights issue,” Justice K.S. 
Radhakrishnan said in his April 15 ruling. 
“Transgenders are also citizens of India” 
and they must be “provided equal oppor-
tunity to grow,” the court said. “The spirit 
of the Constitution is to provide equal op-
portunity to every citizen to grow and at-
tain their potential, irrespective of caste, 
religion or gender.” The court also estab-
lished the principle that “It is the right of 
every human being to choose their gen-
der,” meaning that hijra may identify in any 
way they please, without having their iden-
tities questioned by officials or doctors. 
The court and issued “a slew of directions” 
for their social welfare. For example, the 
court said that the state and national gov-
ernments should implement social welfare 
plans for the hijra community, and begin a 
public awareness campaign to erase social 
stigma.

According to BBC News, hijra have 
played a prominent role in Indian cul-
ture and were once treated with great 
respect. They are mentioned in ancient 
Hindu scriptures and epics like the Rama-
yana and Mahabharata. In medieval India 
they played a prominent role in the royal 
courts of the Mughal emperors and some 
Hindu rulers. Many of them rose to pow-
erful positions. Under British colonial rule, 
however, the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871 
categorized the entire hijra community as 
criminals who were “addicted” to commit-
ting serious crimes. They were arrested for 
dressing in women’s clothing, or dancing 
and playing music in public places, and for 
indulging in “unnatural” sex. This law was 
repealed in 1949 after independence, but 
discrimination against the hijra community 
has continued. (Seattle Gay News – mike 
andrew at Sgn.org) 

Houston man 
uses obituaries 
to track Texas 
gay history
houston, texas – For years, the obitu-
aries of the thousands of LGBT Texans 
gathered dust in the yellowing pages of 
the community’s publications. Short write-
ups, the eulogies offered a snapshot of 

India Supreme 
Court rules 
trans people are 
third gender 
New Deli, India – In a landmark decision, a 
two-judge panel of India’s Supreme Court 
ruled on April 15 that transgender people 
constitute a “third gender” which the Indian 
government must accommodate with quo-
tas in hiring and education as it does with 
other minorities. According to one esti-
mate, India has about two million transgen-

der people. The term “hijra” is often trans-
lated as “transgender” in English, although 
it includes people who would not usually 
be considered trans in the U.S. – cross-
dressers, drag performers, and eunuchs. 
Human rights groups say the hijra live on 
the fringes of society, often in poverty, os-
tracized because of their gender identity. 
Most make a living by singing and danc-
ing or by begging and prostitution. Rights 
groups say they face discrimination so per-
vasive that hospitals sometimes refuse to 

compiled by Jim becker
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project paint the story of gay life a few de-
cades ago. While the Texas Obituary Proj-
ect contains thousands of notices, it’s still 
smaller than one sponsored by the San 
Francisco GLBT Historical Society. (dallas 
Voice – david taffett at dallasvoice.com)

Nearly one-
quarter of new 
HIV cases are 
in men over 50
atlanta, georgia – According to a Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
Surveillance Report, 24% of new HIV/
AIDS diagnoses in the U.S. are among 
people 50 years of age or older. Perhaps 
Viagra is to blame? Or is it that, after the 
end of a long term-relationship or loss of 
a loved one, the rules that applied around 
safer sex for the last three decades do not 
seem to apply? Whatever the reason, the 
uptick in HIV infections for those over 50 
is part of a trend, which has HIV/AIDS re-
searchers paying attention. 

Gay men who came of age in the 
1980s remember when a diagnosis of HIV 
was equated with a death sentence from 
AIDS, and the only medication available 
was a toxic AZT cocktail. Now some of the 

older generation are aware of more benign 
and effective treatments such as Truvada, 
and are engaging in riskier behavior with 
less frequent HIV testing. But for members 
of our youth obsessed culture who slav-
ishly work to maintain muscled bodies, 
and slap on sunscreen to avoid wrinkles, 
that condom might want to stay part of a 
health and beauty regimen. The scientific 
explanation has to do with inflammation, 
a tool the body uses to fight infections. 
Fighting the HIV virus takes a toll on a cel-
lular level, causing the DNA to unravel its 
molecular code more rapidly. The result is 
that people fighting a virus can look older 

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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Land identifies as transgender and pre-
fers female pronouns. “I’m hoping to book 
40–50 people,” she said. The cruise is on 
the Navigator of the Seas that leaves from 
Galveston on Dec. 14 for a week and three 
ports of call – Honduras, Belize, and Co-
zumel. 

Land said the question asked most is 
whether the cruise will be safe. She said 
she avoided Carnival Cruise Lines because 
of an incident that happened two years 
ago, which she discussed with Royal Ca-
ribbean. In 2012, Carnival Cruises booked 
a tour called “Drag Stars at Sea” in con-
junction with gay TV station Logo. About a 
month before sailing, the cruise line sent 
a letter to everyone participating, stating 
that although Logo performers would be 
entertaining in the main theater, “only the 
performers are permitted to dress in drag 
while in the theater.” Guests who violated 
the policy would be removed from the ship 
at their own expense, and no refund would 
be issued. Land said he discussed the is-
sues with Royal Caribbean, and the cruise 
line wanted travelers to know they are wel-
come on board.

GEAR coordinator Blair High said 
there are a lot of LGBT cruises, but this is 
the first time something like this is being 
offered specifically for the trans communi-
ty. “The great thing about it is no one else 
in the U.S. is doing anything like this,” 
High said. “You can go on vacation and 
just be free without worrying, is someone 
going to accost me.” High thought a num-
ber of people would take advantage of the 
opportunity to go on a trip with someone 
there to make sure they are safe. “Jeff is 
an innovator,” High said. Get more infor-
mation at TransgenderVacations.net. t 
(dallas Voice – david taffett at dallas-
voice.com)

BeyonD the Beltway

than their age.
According to the CDC, by the year 

2015, 50% of those living with HIV will be 
50-plus years old. In a way, this is good 
news, since it indicates that people with 
HIV are living longer healthier lives with 
early detection and adherence to treat-
ment for the virus. But the current crop 
of HIV medications can have side effects, 
which can result in a 10% more likely early 
death due to premature aging. Fighting 
HIV causes inflammation, which ages your 
body prematurely. To avoid early aging, 
avoid HIV and use condoms. Test regu-
larly for early HIV detection and treatment. 
If you won’t always use condoms for sex, 
consider PrEP. If you are HIV positive, take 
your meds regularly as prescribed, and be 
on the lookout for their premature aging 
side effects such as osteoporosis, diabe-
tes, and cardiovascular disease. (Seattle 
Gay News – doug Hamilton at Sgn.org)

Mother guilty of 
murdering four-
year-old son for 
acting ‘gay’
hillsboro, oregon – A 25-year-old wom-
an was convicted on April 2 of beating 
her four-year-old son to death because 
she thought he was going to grow up to 
be gay. Jessica Dutro was charged in the 
2012 death of her son in a homeless shel-
ter. She and her boyfriend were alleged to 
have killed the boy. Her boyfriend pleaded 
guilty. 

Dutro’s daughter’s statements swayed 
the jurors, who convicted her on seven 
counts. Also used against Dutro were 
Facebook messages she sent to Brian 

Canady, her boyfriend. “He walks like it 
and talks like it ugh,” she wrote, accord-
ing to the Portland oregonian newspaper. 
She told Canady to “work on” the child “big 
time.”

Zachary, the murdered child, his sister, 
who was seven at the time, and his young-
er brother were all examined by doctors 
when he was taken to the hospital. They 
were all covered in bruises. Zachary died 
of septicemia from two tears in his intes-
tines after being repeatedly punched in the 
stomach. (Gay People’s chronicle at Gay-
peopleschronicle.com)

Alleged shooter 
in Kansas had 
ties to N.C. 1987 
murders 
Shelby, north Carolina – The April 13 
murders of three people at a suburban 
Kansas City Jewish community center and 
retirement home has brought back memo-

ries and increased scrutiny of a 1987 triple 
slaying at a Shelby, N.C., gay bookstore. 
Frazier Glenn Miller, the 73-year-old white 
nationalist charged with the Kansas mur-
ders, was “involved” in the brutal execu-
tion-style murders of three men at the adult 
bookstore, according to defense attorneys 
involved in the case. Miller appeared as 
a witness for the prosecution, but the at-
torneys say he should have been consid-
ered a prime suspect in the crime that, 
to this day, is unsolved. Nearly 30 years 
later, attorneys who worked for one of the 
defendants charged with the murders re-
main convinced Miller was involved. “I 
still believe Miller was involved with those 
murders. I do,” said Kirk D. Lyons, an at-
torney known for defending white national-
ists. “And, I’ve got a lot more proof than 
I’ve ever had because he’s done it again 

– killed more people.” Lyons said Miller 
was in Raleigh the day after the Shelby 
murders, while his client and another de-
fendant had alibis placing them in other 
states.

Police say sometime shortly before mid-
night on Jan. 17, 1987, three armed gun-
men entered the Shelby III Adult Bookstore 
located outside Shelby, N.C. The men or-
dered the four customers and clerk to the 
floor and the five men were shot execution-
style in the back of the head. Following the 
shooting the masked intruders took cash 
from the register and rigged up plastic gal-
lon jugs filled with gasoline with detonation 
fuses. Three of the men died from the gun-
shot wounds. Travis Melton, 19, Kenneth 
Godfrey, 29, and Paul Weston were found 
dead inside the burning store. Two men – 
James Parris and John Anthony – survived 
the gunshot wounds to their heads and 
managed to escape the burning building. 

The case is largely forgotten in popular 
memory now. At the time, though, the mur-
ders were front-page headlines across the 
state. The Shelby Star covered it exten-
sively, as did the charlotte observer. But, 
it was in the LGBT community where the 
most shock was felt, as community mem-
bers scrambled to understand the implica-
tions. “What actually happened in the Shel-
by shooting? Was it anti-gay violence?” a 
headline from the raleigh Front Page read 
on March 17, 1987. Local investigators in 
Cleveland County told local media late this 
week they would be looking into the case 
again and will be traveling to Kansas to 
question Miller, according to a report from 
Charlotte news station WBTV. “We are 
going to coordinate an effort between the 
Cleveland County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Kansas authorities to make sure that av-
enue is explored,” Sheriff Alan Norman told 
WBTV. (Q-Notes online – matt comer and 
todd Heywood at Q-notes.com)

Travel agent 
is planning a 
cruise for trans 
people
Dallas, texas – Travel agent Jeff Land 
blocked cabins on a Royal Caribbean sail-
ing in December for what he believes is the 
first trans cruise. “This has been a dream 
of mine for so long,” Land said, “because 
it feels safe being with other trans people.” Zachary Dutro

Frazier glenn Miller

travel agent Jeff land
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community of Western Maryland. To learn 
more about Hagerstown Hopes, donate 
to the silent auction, or become a vendor, 
join us on Facebook (Facebook.com/Hag-
erstownHopes) or email us at hagerstown-
hopes@gmail.com. t

originally located on South Street before 
moving to the 1400 block of Spruce Street.  
Giovanni’s Room had events sched-
uled after May 17 and Hermance said 
he will try his hardest to find another 
venue for those events. The store has 
four employees, including Hermance. 
The one fulltime employee, who has 
been with the bookstore for 35 years, 
will be eligible to collect unemployment.  
Hermance said the loss of the iconic store 
will be hard for him, as well as the community. 
“It has been a wonderful life for me and it 
combines my best skills with my deepest 
interests, so it certainly is going to be a 
lifetime’s work. I know that thousands of 
people have used and cared about this 
store. It is very emotional for me.” t

Hermance said he made the difficult deci-
sion to close the store several days ago. 
Since the beginning of the year, Hermance 
said he had lost between $10,000-$15,000 
in keeping Giovanni’s Room open. 
He blamed retailers such as Amazon 
for the tough environment indepen-
dent bookstores are currently facing. 
“The government is allowing Amazon to 
tighten their fingers around the throats 
of the publishers and drive their re-
tail competitors out of the business by 
clearly monopolistic methods,” he said.  
Hermance said there is a possibility that 
Giovanni’s Room could be resurrected in 
some form, but said ideas would have to 
change in order for it to be successful.  
“Whatever it is that they do, it will 
have to be something different than 
what we are doing now. If won’t sur-
vive if it isn’t different,” he said.  
A press conference is scheduled for 
7 p.m. April 29. Beginning Wednes-
day, the store will offer 25 percent off 
all merchandise through the closing. 
The store, at the corner of Pine and 12th 
streets, has an inventory of more than 
48,000 books and also offers five mil-
lion books online and 3.5 million eBooks.  
Hermance had been hoping to sell the 
business for $100,000 and the buildings 
for up to $750,000.

He said he still intends to give pro-
ceeds made from the rental or sale 
of the buildings to Delaware Val-
ley Legacy Fund upon his death. 
The bookstore moved twice before in-
habiting its current Gayborhood location, 

 newS // IN THE REGION

By angela thoMaS
Philadelphia Gay News
A longtime staple in the Philadelphia 
LGBT community is closing its doors.  
The country’s oldest LGBT bookstore, 
Giovanni’s Room, will close May 17. 
Ed Hermance, who has owned the store 
for 38 years, announced his plans for re-
tirement in the fall, planning to sell both the 
business and the two buildings it encom-
passes. He announced a potential sale 
agreement several weeks ago, but told 
PGN this week the buyer could not come 
up with enough money to finalize the sale. 

Giovanni’s 
Room to Close 

Next Month

This year featuring an area for children from Veritas UCCI
HagerstownHopes@gmail.com                                              Find us on Facebook!

Saturday, May 17, 2014

ed harmance, owner of giovanni’s room, 
announced this week that he will close the 
iconic business May 17

Hagerstown Hopes, a family-friendly 
event, is gearing up for 2014. The 3rd An-
nual Hagerstown Hopes will be held, rain 
or shine, May 17, 2014, from noon until 4 
p.m. at Doubs Woods Park (1251 Maryland 
Avenue). 
Hagerstown Hopes will feature live per-
formances from Luscious Purr, Michael 
Ratliff, DJ JerrBear, Poet D.J. Williams, 
and Chasity Vain, the current reigning 1st 
Alternate Miss Gay Free State America. 
WHAG Meteorologist Bryand Schuerman 
will be the featured keynote speaker. 

While at Hagerstown Hopes enjoy food 
from local restaurants, browse wares from 
local businesses, and help support the lo-
cal community. Children will be entertained 
with the play areas and activities specifi-
cally for the little ones. 

There’s fun for the adults, too. Hager-
stown Hopes will be holding a silent auc-
tion where thousands of dollars worth of lo-
cal goods and services will be given away 
to the highest bidder. 

Come on out and support the LGBTQ 

Hagerstown 
Hopes All Set

Health; Kali Lindsay of Amfar; Leo Rennie, of 
the  American Psychological Association; Dr. 
Renata Arrington-Sanders, of Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine; and Gregorio Millett. All 
will bring their expertise on black gay and bi-
sexual men to the Friday’s session. 

“It’s very important that professionals 
providing healthcare to black MSM under-
stand the framework in which these individu-
als make choices particularly during the HIV/
AIDS pandemic,” said Earl Fowlkes, CBE 
president.

Saturday’s May 3rd session will be 
geared toward the young black gay and bi-
sexual men’s community and will feature 
workshops on Financial Literacy, Job Readi-
ness & Job Decorum, building Healthy Rela-
tionships, and an Intergenerational Dialogue: 
Building Black LGBT Community. Over one 
dozen community providers will be on hand 
to disseminate information.  These providers 
include PNC Bank, Testing Makes Us Stron-
ger, University of Maryland – Star Track, the 
GLBT Community Center of Baltimore and 
Central Maryland, and Free State Legal Aid. 

“Saturday’s session reflected our desire 
to provide opportunities for black MSM in 
Central Maryland to be part of the dialogue 
and to see themselves as men with dreams, 
not just vectors of HIV,” stated Carlton Smith 
of CBE. Both Friday and Saturday are free, 
and, a continental breakfast and lunch will be 
provided on Saturday.

For more information, visit sankofa.
eventzilla.net or contact: Jordan J. White, of 
Johns Hopkins University, 410-502-2039; or 
Earl D. Fowlkes, Jr., of the Center for Black 
Equity, 202-841-7104. t

SankoFa: ConverSationS 
on BlaCk MSM   

– continued from page 5
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starting PrEP. 
However, in these studies, all behavioral 

information was gathered through history 
taking, not observation. Through no fault of 
the researchers, accuracy of sexual histories 
is often poor.

Dr. Patrick Ryscavage of University 
of Maryland’s Institute of Human Virology 
spoke next. As an HIV specialist, he cares 
for patients who are already HIV positive, so 
he has no occasion to prescribe PrEP. He 

noted the difficulty 
many HIV positive 
patients have in 
taking daily medi-
cation and pointed 
out that patients 
on PrEP may need 
just as much sup-
port to take their 
medication cor-
rectly as HIV posi-

tive patients do. 
Dr. Renata Arrington-Saunders, Johns 

Hopkins pediatrician and internist specializ-
ing in adolescent care, expressed the view 
that PrEP should be used for “a critical pe-
riod during a person’s life when they are not 
able to have sex responsibly,” rather than 
long-term.

Physician assistant Deborah Dunn of 
Chase Brexton’s Howard County office re-
ported that she is increasingly struck by the 
failure to use condoms and the failure to dis-
close HIV status, especially among younger 
patients. Like other speakers, she often finds 
that the patients at highest risk and most in 
need of PrEP are the same ones who are not 
able to take medication daily and therefore 
are not candidates for PrEP. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that PrEP “has been 
shown to reduce the risk of HIV infection 
among adult men and women at very high 
risk for HIV infection through sex or inject-
ing drug use.” In Baltimore at this time, many 
of our highest risk community members are 
very young gay men of color, in their teens 
and early 20s. It’s very difficult to get them 
to meetings, and they weren’t at this one. In 
terms of slowing the epidemic, that group’s 
the one to get on PrEP. If we can interest 
them, and if they’ll take it. Meanwhile, any-
one else who is HIV negative and feels at 
risk of becoming HIV positive, please dis-
cuss PrEP with your doctor. Unlike HIV 
medication, if you change your mind about 
wanting to take it, you can always stop! Don’t 
throw the condoms away, though. They are 
very handy in protecting you from syphilis, 
chlamydia, gonorrhea, herpes, wart virus, 
and all the rest. t

 newS // LOCAL

By eva herSh, MD 
On Monday, April 28, the GLBT Community 
Center of Baltimore and Central Maryland 
(GLCCB) hosted a town hall to discuss the 
use of pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP, 
to prevent HIV infection. PrEP is medicine 
taken daily by HIV negative people who 
are at high risk of exposure to HIV, to pre-
vent becoming infected with HIV. Tenofovir-
emtricitabine, or Truvada, manufactured by 
pharmaceutical company Gilead, is currently 
the only medica-
tion approved to 
use as PrEP. Tru-
vada is also widely 
used as part of HIV 
treatment. At this 
time, daily pills are 
the only form of 
PrEP. Every-three-
month injections 
and medication 
implants are being studied as alternatives. 
Taking Truvada as needed, only on days of 
possible exposure, has been studied and, 
unfortunately, was found to be ineffective. 
Most people have few or no side effects on 
Truvada. When there are side effects, the 
most common are headache, nausea, vom-
iting, and abdominal pain. Long-term side ef-
fects include kidney damage and osteoporo-
sis. A blood test to check the kidneys should 
be done at least every six months. Initially 
there were problems with medical insurance 
covering the cost of Truvada for PrEP, but 
this has improved and is now covered by 
most insurance. Gilead also has a patient 
assistance program to assist the uninsured. 

The first speaker was Gilead representa-
tive Dr. Brian L Palmer. He discussed which 
people are good candidates for PrEP. Any 
HIV-negative person with an HIV-positive 
sex partner should consider PrEP. In addi-
tion, people with any of these risk factors 
may be appropriate candidates for PrEP: 
history of STD’s, no condom use or inconsis-
tent condom use, exchanging sex for money 
/ drugs / housing, dependence on drugs or 
alcohol, incarcerated (at risk of sexual as-
sault), partners with any of these risk factors, 
partners with unknown HIV status.

Dr. Palmer advised that people must be 
confirmed to be HIV negative with at least 
two tests before starting PrEP and should be 
re-tested for HIV every three months while 
on PrEP.

There have been many concerns ex-
pressed that people using PrEP might stop 
using condoms and practicing safer sex. 
Dr. Palmer reported that studies have not 
shown any increase in number of partners 
or increase in unprotected intercourse after 

GLCCB Hosts PrEP Town Hall

PreP school – panelists discuss problems and 
possibilities of pre-exposure prophylaxis for HiV
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that truly understands the LGBT people,” 
says activist Rev. Meredith Moise who has 
written commentary for both baltimore out-
loud and Gay life. “The gay press humanizes 
us in a way no other press entity can.”

Our record over the years speaks vol-
umes. We covered the AIDS crisis in-depth 
before any mainstream media outlet would 
touch it and continue to offer health advice 
specifically for the LGBT population. We 
chronicled the seminal court decisions affect-
ing our standing in the country. We described 
the long and difficult road to end discrimina-
tion in Baltimore and in Maryland as well as 
in the military. 

We analyzed elections and their impact 
on our community. At the same time, we iden-
tified those elected officials, individuals and 
groups who would stand in the way of prog-
ress. We also acknowledge that the job is 
far from over with gay executions, bashings, 
bullying, discrimination, marginalization, and 
other actions directed against the LGBT com-
munity still continuing globally and requiring 
coverage.

On the flip side, we have profiled those 
who are working for the betterment of all 
LGBT individuals when no mainstream pub-
lication would or could. And we continue to 
give voice to many in our diverse community 
who lack such a platform. 

“The LGBT media brings a unique per-
spective and insight to an LGBT-specific 
story that mainstream media simply cannot,” 
says Michael Lavers, a young but seasoned 
journalist for the Washington blade, dubbed 
accurately as “the paper of record” for the 
LGBT community. “For example, the first is-
sue of the blade was published in October 
1969 – four months after the Stonewall riots. 
We have continuously reported on LGBT-
specific stories that directly impact the com-
munity here in D.C. and beyond since then. 
The LGBT media shed light on these issues 
long before the mainstream media ever did.”

The LGBT press must reach out further 
than our own traditional readership to suc-
ceed. “I believe that as a news vehicle for the 
LGBT community, we have a responsibility to 
inform not only our own community (diverse as 
it is), but also the population at large,” Daniel 
McEvily, editor of Gay life, explains. “We have 
a platform to inform and enlighten those out-
side our community with our faces, our stories 
and our voices. If we do our job right, we can 
proactively change attitudes and hearts.”

For decades, the LGBT press has served 
us well by enlightening our community and 
allies in matters that not only interest us but 
continues to offer an unfiltered glimpse into 
how the world sees us and helps us to re-
spond. It has been a critical institution on the 
journey towards equality. Lest we forget our 
historical contributions, it must remain so. t

 thinking oUtloUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Mainstreaming
or Not...
A phenomenon has been occurring recent-
ly that would have been deemed incon-
ceivable even a decade ago. LGBT people 
are becoming “mainstreamed” – a goal for 
many but not for everyone. 

Clearly, mainstreaming is a by-product 
of the equality movement; we’re just like 
everyone else – for better or worse. Some 
people reject the mainstream and prefer a 
separate identity. Yet, with polls showing 
growing acceptance on most LGBT issues 
at a jaw-dropping pace and with more folks 
coming out as fast as you can say “gay 
pride,” we are every bit a part of the cul-
ture. Even straight people are now ho-hum 

when a gay athlete comes 
out. 

This social transfor-
mation is evident as more 
LGBT individuals eschew 
gay bars and are flocking 
to straight establishments 
at an amazing clip. LGBT 
bookstores have gone out 
of business partly because 
of straight bookstores sell-
ing LGBT books. (Oh yes, 
the Internet is a key factor 
as well.) Gay people used 
to feel comfortable resid-
ing in an urban environment 
where there are enclaves of 
similar folks, but lately many 
have recently moved out to 
the suburbs to assimilate 
there. 

Mainstreaming is obvi-
ous in the media as well. 
No longer is it a water cooler conversation 
when a TV show has a gay character. Ellen 
DeGeneres, who made headlines in 1997 
when she came out, is embraced by virtu-
ally everybody. Neil Patrick Harris, who is 
also openly gay, is a coveted host of high-
ly-rated award shows. Few are shocked 

or even care when a celebrity opens the 
closet door.

Indications of this trend are apparent 
in the print media as well. Our local balti-
more Sun, continuing its enthusiastic edi-
torial support for LGBT causes in recent 
years, initiated an LGBT-oriented blog 
“GayMatters” a year ago, and it has done 
a creditable job in presenting LGBT news. 
As such, it brings in a broader audience 
and helps the populace to better understand 
our issues. 

Kudos to the Sun for giving us the atten-
tion that was lacking not that long ago when 
we couldn’t buy any coverage in print (or TV 
for that matter) except for the flamboyance 
and fetish-costumed participants at gay pride 
parades. Of course, that’s changed now, but 
there is a red flag unfurling next to the rain-
bow one. 

Regardless of the positives associated 
with mainstreaming, we must not overlook the 
need for our own LGBT press. Some LGBT 
individuals and organizations, as an example, 
may be tempted to consider mainstream pub-
lications as the default outlet to share infor-
mation. That would be a mistake.

I’ve been covering Baltimore’s LGBT 
scene for well over three decades – longer 
than anyone here – and I’ve seen the value 
of our own press in informing our readers 
and how it has impacted our community by 
helping to improve our lives. Despite the best 
efforts of the mainstream media, we are bet-
ter equipped, even with fewer resources, to 
cover far more political and personal stories 
that are relevant to the LGBT community. This 
specialization is similar to other publications 
that focus on a particular ethnic group or re-
ligion.

“The gay press is the only press entity 

 the LGBT Press 
Remains Vital
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“Point looks for 
those candidates who 

represent the best of the 
best from the LGBTQ 

community as a way of 
planting seeds for the 

future.”

REAL TRANS TALK: Pair of Hearts
 thinking oUtloUD

About a year ago I was contacted by 
Joanne Herman with respect to an oppor-
tunity to get involved with the Point Foun-
dation (Pointfoundation.org). My exposure 
to the foundation prior to this was limited 
and so began a series of discussions and 
meetings that eventually led to my joining 
the board of directors in October 2013. In 
that process I was delighted to discover my 
dear friend Rev. Jamie Washington is also 
involved with Point as a mentor to a Point 
Scholar. I was indeed joining a community 
of friends and peers, and I was honored to 
be asked to serve.

For those who 
are unaware the 
Point Foundation 
provides scholar-
ships to LGBTQ stu-
dents: “Point Foun-
dation empowers 
promising LGBTQ 
students to achieve 
their full academic 
and leadership po-
tential – despite the 
obstacles often put before them – to make 
a significant impact on society.”

This is a competitive, needs-based, 
scholarship program offered to the best 
and brightest LGBTQ youth for both under-
graduate and graduate programs. 

Thousands of applicants are whittled 
down to about 30 candidates for each of 
the undergrad and graduate programs. 
Those 30 are then further paired down by 
telephone interviews to about 18 finalists 
in each category and flown at Point’s ex-
pense to San Francisco in April of each 
year where they are interviewed and al-
lowed to present themselves to a panel of 
Point Board members for consideration. I 
had the pleasure of participating in this ex-
ercise this past weekend in San Francisco 
and to say it was humbling and enlighten-
ing would be an understatement.

Often we do not have a good impres-
sion of young people and have fears for 
the future of our society and positive out-
comes. I have been blessed with participa-
tion in organizations like FIRST Robotics 

and the Boy Scouts that have shown me 
that many of those concerns need to be 
tempered by understanding that we have 
raised, and are still raising, a generation 
of young persons who are more worldly, 
better educated and clearly more goal fo-
cused than I can recall from my own youth. 

In this case Point looks for those can-
didates who represent the best of the best 
from the LGBTQ community as a way of 
planting seeds for the future. For many of 
these candidates if Point was unable to 
provide some support college might be out 
of reach. 

Point also offers mentorship to these 
scholars by assigning them a one-on-one 
mentor from the community to help them 
with any issues or concerns as they com-
plete their degree programs. I have heard 
Point scholars express that they value this 
aspect of the program perhaps even more 
than the educational funding.

Although I presently cannot offer any 
details about the selected scholars for 
the 2014 class I can tell you I was blown 

away by the qual-
ity and diversity of 
these candidates. 
All elements of the 
rainbow flag were 
present and will be 
represented in the 
final selections due 
out in a few months. 
It was my privilege 
to be a trans “face” 
for this process. 
Many students ref-

erenced the fact that the Point interviewers 
and board members living “out,” produc-
tive, and successful lives were an inspi-
ration to them and part of why they were 
there competing. 

I was dismayed that all of the candi-
dates we did see would not be offered a 
scholarship this year even though, most, if 
not all, were worthy of our support. In the 
end the success of Point is dependent on 
financial resource, donations and volun-
teers. I know for our trans community that 
can be a challenge but I also know that in 
our greater LGBTQ community there are 
many who can help and I would encourage 
you to do so. There is no better investment 
you could make in our collective future. 
That is certainly one way for you to make 
a Point too. t

the Point Foundation Washington, dc 
cornerstone event will be held thursday, 
may 8, 2014 at room & board, 1840 14th 
Street, N.W., Washington, d.c., 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. tickets are available at Point-
foundation.org/dc2014

Making a Point

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

By vann MiChael
People who are now identified as transgen-
der have been in existence throughout an-
cient and modern history. Some would say 
that the modern world is simply relearning 
this sacred community. If one merely scratch-
es the surface they would find such individu-
als occupied very important, functioning posi-
tions, in society.

In recent years, there has been a preva-
lence of stories about unjust encounters of 
male-bodied persons identifying as female. 
We have been made aware of mental-health 
challenges, acts of violence, discrimination, 
and the impact upon their families through 
transwomen sharing their personal narra-
tives. However, as we travel throughout his-
tory, the lives and stories of female bodied 
persons identifying as male are 
quite a challenge to uncover. 
As the emergence of men who 
are living a transient experi-
ence share their stories, we are 
able to access insight about 
the process of coming to un-
derstand oneself as a transient 
male, and its impact upon intimate partners 
and familial relationships.

“I’m transgender.” he said real calmly. 
Somewhat confused, relieved and stunned 
I promptly replied, “What are you talking 
about?” After days and nights of on-the-spot, 
open-ended conversations, it slowly began 
to all make sense. I now knew why I no lon-
ger recognized the person I exchanged vows 
with two years earlier, why I was only allowed 
to be a part of her life from the edges of her 
world, like a passenger viewing our life on 
autopilot. I now understood why I felt lost, 
and why I literally sat there waiting for inter-
mittent moments of light. 

Glad to know the possible cause of his 
unbearable depression, I started looking for 
anything I could get my hands on about the 
topic. I discovered a film titled transamerica, 
which really helped me understand my situ-
ation. I watched talk shows about male-to-
female persons to gain more information. My 
family member revealed the details of their 
personal process,which provided me with a 
deeper understanding of my partner’s experi-
ence. I wanted to know as much as possible, 
from the effects of hormones and how to pre-
pare as best I could. I wanted to remain emo-
tionally available after spending two years in 
limbo due to his depression.

He was ready to start physically tran-
sitioning and I was his biggest supporter. 
During the first six months he turned into a 
disagreeable individual. He became non-
chalant about almost everything and he only 
expressed one emotion, anger. To be quite 

honest, I was unsure if I wanted to stay in the 
relationship. I soon came to the realization 
that being supportive of him was positive, 
however I needed to remain fair to myself. 
Sitting down with him and sharing my feel-
ings of uncertainty, and bringing light to his 
unpredictable mood swings, and aggressive 
(non-physical), behavior made a difference. 
Skeptical if sharing my emotions and experi-
ences would make an impact, I kept hope in 
our relationship and continued to do my part 
to encourage growth. 

We soon learned the importance of be-
ing closely followed by a physician. His tes-
tosterone levels were above average, which 
caused him to be really irritable, angry, and 
moody. Over a span of six months he was 
able to work with his doctor to reach a thera-

peutic level. During these times, 
although I felt like I was being self-
ish, I had to acknowledge my feel-
ings and bring to his attention that 
he was not the only one ‘transition-
ing.’ Through these conversations 
I learned that in order for me to be 
supportive as I desired, taking care 

of myself is the one way to be the best sup-
port.

I often heard about families who aban-
doned their transgender loved ones. Our 
challenge was made a little easier because 
my sister’s support. It still felt like I was com-
ing out again. His family tussled with using 
the correct gender pronoun so I found my-
self correcting them constantly and feeling 
defensive. After I personally witnessed each 
agonizing day of his progressive depression, 
I was easily frustrated when people did not 
understand or support him. During the early 
stages of transition we were still connected to 
the lesbian community and then I had to rec-
ollect how much we did not not know about 
transgender people, including myself. I really 
did not understand the difference between 
a ‘stud’ or ‘dom’ lesbian and a transman, so 
this life changing experience made me take 
an interest and opened my mind to learning 
and educating about the T in LGBT. Looking 
at the circumstance from this perspective 
permitted me to eventually become less de-
fensive. I noticed that we were harassed less 
since we present as a hetero couple. There 
were no subtle looks from the public, and I 
felt safer which is something I did not expect 
to happen.

It takes strength, courage, and constant 
communication to make it through the rough 
times. I fall in love all over again and we are 
now eight years into our marriage hoping to 
have children. The hope I want to share with 
other partners of trans people is this – things 
do get better. t
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One of the strangest questions that I think I’ve 
ever been asked is, “Have you always been 
a lesbian?” I mean what does this mean ex-
actly – did I ever have a boyfriend? Was my 
first crush a girl? Have I always been attract-
ed to women? This is just one of the issues 
that I have with labels, each label means 
something different to every person. To some 
people a real lesbian has never had sex with 
a man, to others, a lesbian is just any woman 
who is sexually attracted to other women… 
and the list goes on. For this reason and a 
few others, I simply smile and answer, “I’ve 
been using the lesbian label for a while now.” 
Afterwards most people tend to have a se-
ries of follow-up questions, each one more 
invasive than the one before it. I guess my 
current pre-decided response isn’t sufficient. 
Our society is so conditioned to believe that 
every person has to fit, neatly into a specific 
box or category and if not, other people aren’t 
able to fully process and validate their actions 
and as a result deem them confused (yet an-
other label); when it is in fact society who is ac-
tually confused. It seems as if it has become, 
perfectly acceptable to pry into the private 
life of a complete stranger in efforts to slap a 
label on her. In my opinion, all we are really 
doing is helping her out of the closet and right 
into an even smaller space, “the label box.”  
Even though I’m not very big on labels, up 

until this point in my life, I have consciously 
decided to use/apply the lesbian label to my-
self and other women who share my particu-
lar views and interest. In doing so, I’ve also 
accepted the responsibility of constantly re-
minding people of certain things, or at least 
make certain things clear to them. For start-
ers, being lesbian does not mean that I hate 
men. Nowhere does it say that, in order to 
love women and be sexually attracted to them 
one must dislike men – I don’t. Also, consid-
ering myself lesbian does not mean that I’m 
attracted to every woman that I see. I’m not 
just some horn dog, chasing every skirt that 
walks by with my tongue hanging out. Just 
like most other people, I have a type. But, the 
most difficult thing to explain however, in my 
opinion, is that my lesbian label may or may 
not be permanent (depending on the circum-
stances). Like I previously stated, a label to 
me, is just something to help people better 
understand or categorize others. So when I 
say to people that my label may change, the 
look of confusion on their faces is... price-
less; it’s almost as if I can see the little wheels 
turning around inside their heads, trying to 
figure out what category to place me in next. 
The point of all this is, the choice is yours and 
you can choose not to choose. If using labels 
make you feel safe and secure within your-
self, fine, use them. However, if labels make 
you feel restricted or confined, throw them to 
the wind, with no regard, it’s okay. A woman 
can love another woman and not have to be 
considered lesbian, and the same goes for 
men who may be attracted to or in love with 
another man. It’s fine to just be a person, in 
love. This removes the lid from the label box 
and gives people the freedom that they need 
to grow and change and experience life with-
out the invisible barriers that label sometime 
create. We have to remember that, before 
any of us are gay, straight, bi, or whatever, we 
are first human beings; capable of loving oth-
ers not for the sexual parts, but for the space 
that they occupy within our souls and within 
a hearts. t

qUality oF liFe

Benjamin Franklin’s observation that nothing 
is certain but death and taxes is a little less 
true in Maryland, where the estate tax itself 
is virtually dead. Under a measure passed 
in this year’s legislative session, Maryland-
ers will be able to leave behind more than 
$5 million in assets with no tax liability. This 
is good news for the rich and middle class 
alike, including many same-sex couples. 

For the last decade, any portion of a 
Maryland resident’s estate that exceeded 
$1 million in value was taxed at a rate of 
up to 16 percent. Under the bill Governor 
O’Malley recently signed into law, Mary-
land’s estate tax exemption will gradually 
increase to match that of the federal gov-
ernment, which currently stands at a hefty 
$5.34 million. 

Married couples, whether gay or straight, 
can leave an unlimited amount to each other 
tax-free. When the remaining spouse dies, 
however, a tax can be due if the couple’s 
combined estate exceeds the exemption 
amount. 

This happens more often than you might 
think. Part of the reason is that the value 
of an estate includes not only assets like 
real estate, bank accounts, and retirement 
portfolios, but also any life-insurance ben-
efits payable on the death of either spouse. 
Couples with significant assets, or simply an 
abundance of life insurance, often exceed 
the $1 million threshold.

Under the new law, the increased ex-
emption amount will be phased in over the 
next five years, starting with an increase 
from $1 million to $1.5 million in 2015. By 
2019, the Maryland and federal exemptions 
will be fully coupled at a projected level of 
$5.9 million. Maryland’s exemption amount 
will then track that of the federal govern-
ment, which is adjusted annually for infla-
tion. 

Although the measure came under fire 
from some quarters as a tax cut for the 
rich, it will in fact benefit many middle-class 
Marylanders as well. The increased exemp-
tion puts the estate tax beyond the reach of 

most state residents. For married couples 
who may still have taxable estates, howev-
er, steps can be taken to avoid it. 

Preparing Wills that include provisions 
for a “bypass trust,” for example, will allow 
some assets to be directed into the trust 
when the first spouse dies. The surviving 
spouse then has access to those assets for 
the rest of his or her life, either directly or at 
the discretion of a trustee. When the surviv-
ing spouse dies, what remains in the trust 
is excluded from his or her estate, either 
reducing the estate tax or avoiding it alto-
gether. 

For those who are heavily insured, set-
ting up a life-insurance trust can achieve a 
similar outcome. Under this approach, one 
or more life-insurance policies are placed in 
an irrevocable life insurance trust, or ILIT, 
set up for this purpose. The trust owns the 
policy and is also its beneficiary. As a result, 
when the person dies, the policy’s death 
benefit is excluded from his or her estate, 
resulting in a tax savings. 

Although the estate tax is no longer a 
concern for most of us, another Maryland 
“death tax” remains alive and well, and 
same-sex couples are often hit hardest. The 
inheritance tax is a 10 percent levy on be-
quests left anyone who is not a close family 
member – a partner who is not a spouse, a 
niece or nephew, a cousin, or a friend. For 
unmarried same-sex couples, the resulting 
tax bill can be substantial. Especially in es-
tates that include, for example, real estate 
but few liquid assets, the surviving partner 
may be forced to tap into savings, invade a 
401(k), or even mortgage the house just to 
pay the tax. 

The best way around the inheritance tax 
is simply to marry your partner, as spouses 
are exempt. If wedding bells aren’t in your 
future, you and your partner can still avoid 
the tax for your primary residence by titling 
the property as “joint tenants” and executing 
an Affidavit of Domestic Partnership. 

Regardless of your marital status or the 
extent of your assets, having a current es-
tate plan is an essential first step in protect-
ing yourself and the people you care about. 
A lawyer who practices in this area can help 
determine whether you need a simple Will or 
one that includes tax-avoidance provisions. 

Either way, having a will in place will 
help you avoid the pitfalls that result from 
dying without one. As Benjamin Franklin 
might have put it, “An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.” t

lee carpenter is an associate at the law 
firm of Semmes, Bowen & Semmes and can 
be reached at 410-576-4729 or lcarpenter@
semmes.com. this article is should not be 
construed as legal advice.
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qUality oF liFe

Dear Dr. Eva,
I saw a news story online about an HIV 

study which involved changing people’s 
CD4 cells to make them resistant to HIV. 
Can you explain how this works? Is it simi-
lar to a vaccine? Will it be available soon? 
It seems like it would be a more lasting 
solution than pre-exposure prophylaxis, 
where you take medicine every day to 
keep from getting HIV.

Follows the News

Dear Follows,
The study you are referring to was re-

ported by researchers at the University 
of Pennsylvania. It was published in the 
March 5, 2014, issue of the New england 
Journal of medicine. 

This is a complicated study and will 
take many words to 
explain, so let me 
first answer your 
questions. Gene ed-
iting for HIV treat-
ment is an interest-
ing possibility which 
may or may not get 
to the point of being 
a realistic option. If it 
does, it won’t be for a 
few more years. It is 
high tech and expensive and, unless the 
costs drop a great deal, would most likely 
be used for treatment but not for preven-
tion. This treatment would not be consid-
ered a vaccine, because it does not use a 
part of the HIV virus to create an immune 
response. 

The purpose of this study was to evalu-
ate the safety of a single infusion of gene-
modified CD4 T cells (explanation follows). 
Just 12 HIV-infected patients were en-
rolled. All were on HIV medications, had 
undetectable viral loads and volunteered 
to participate in the study. Six were classi-
fied as immunologic responders, with CD4 
counts above 500. Six were considered 
immunologic non-responders with CD4 

counts of 200 to 500 despite HIV suppres-
sion and at least two years of HIV medica-
tion. 

Blood was drawn from each patient 
and filtered to collect CD4 cells, the white 
blood cells that are the target of the HIV 
virus. The CD4 cells were treated with an 
enzyme gene splicer. The splicer was de-
signed to remove the genes that make the 
proteins for the CCR5 receptor, the place 
where the HIV virus attaches, from the DNA 
of each CD4 cell. When there is no CCR5 
receptor, the HIV virus cannot attach to the 
CD4 cell and destroy it. The splicing pro-
cedure was successful in about 20% of the 
CD4 cells. Those cells were now resistant 
to infection by HIV. The CD4 cells were 
marked with tracer to enable follow-up and 
infused back into the patients’ circulations. 

After the infusion, the participants had 
higher CD4 counts (average was 448 cells 
at baseline and 1517 cells 1 week after 
infusion). Four weeks after the CD4-cell 
infusion, the six participants in the im-
mune-responder group began a 12-week 
interruption of HIV treatment. HIV viral 
load became detectable in four of these six 
participants between two and four weeks 
after stopping their HIV medications. Dur-
ing the treatment interruption, the decline 
in patients’ blood levels of genetically 
modified CD4 cells was much less than 
levels of unmodified cells. In other words, 
the genetically modified CD4 cells were 
surviving, while the unmodified CD4 cells 

were being destroyed 
by the HIV virus.

This was a small 
scale, lab facility and 
technician-intensive 
experiment. It is in-
triguing as a pos-
sible forerunner of 
future treatments for 
HIV and other viral 
illnesses. There are 
still many questions 

to answer and techniques to be refined be-
fore gene therapy for HIV could be ready 
for clinical use. This line of research will 
continue because of the potential benefits: 
gene splicing could result in HIV treatment 
with a single or infrequent genetic inter-
vention like this one, rather than decades 
of ongoing medication. Considering the 
lifetime cost of HIV medication, associated 
lab monitoring, and the cost of medica-
tion failures, once this technique becomes 
streamlined the costs may seem quite rea-
sonable.  t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com.

As a journalist, I’ve made domestic vio-
lence and abuse within the LGBTQ com-
munity, often referred to as intimate-partner 
violence and abuse (IPV/A), my signature 
issue. I’ve written about this demoralizing, 
devastating and potentially life-threatening 
behavior in various media outlets – includ-
ing this one. As well, I’m conducting IPV/A 
seminars and workshops across the coun-
try. And, intimate-partner violence and 
abuse is the overarching theme of my new 
novel, Nothing can tear us apart – rage! 

I want to make you aware of a recent 
University of New Hampshire (UNH) study 
that states that more than 40 percent of LG-
BTQ college students experience intimate-
partner violence and abuse in their current 
relationships. According to new research 
from the Carsey Institute at that university, 
this rate is on par with violence and abuse 
among heterosexual couples. 

Before examining this enlightening 
study, let’s have a “refresher IPV/A-101 
course.” The National Coalition of Anti-Vio-
lence Programs defines it as “a pattern of 
behaviors utilized by one partner (the abus-
er or batterer) to exert and maintain control 
over another person (the survivor or victim) 
where there exists an intimate, loving and 
dependent relationship.” 

New research suggests that a greater 
percentage of LGBTQ individuals are living 
in fear of an abusive partner than previously 
thought. And each year, between 50,000-
100,000 lesbians (or more) and as many as 
500,000 (or more) gay men are battered, 
and about one in four LGBTQ relationships/
partnerships are abusive in some way. 

According to psychologists and authors 
Jeanne Segal and Melinda Smith, “Domes-
tic violence and abuse are used for one 
purpose and one purpose only: to gain and 
maintain total control over you. An abuser 
doesn’t ‘play fair.’ Abusers use fear, guilt, 
shame, and intimidation to wear you down 
and keep you under his or her ‘thumb.’ Your 

abuser may also threaten you, hurt you, or 
hurt those around you.”

Now, back to the new study, written by 
Katie Edwards, assistant professor of psy-
chology and women’s studies and faculty 
fellow at the Carsey Institute, and Kateryna 
Sylaska, a UNH doctoral student in sociol-
ogy. The brief is based on a survey of 391 
college students in same-sex romantic rela-
tionships across the U.S. 

Edwards and Sylaska state, “These find-
ings have important implications for pre-
vention and intervention efforts. Although 
components of intimate-partner violence 
prevention programming developed for het-
erosexual students, such as assertiveness 
skills training, are relevant for LGBTQ stu-
dents, programming for LGBTQ college stu-
dents should integrate techniques to reduce 
internalized feelings of negativity toward ho-
mosexuality.”

The authors continued, “Such an ap-
proach, which might include developing pos-
itive self-regard, increasing social support 
networks, and exposure to positive LGBTQ 
messages and role models, could help re-
duce violence perpetration in a relationship.”

The study’s key findings are:
• More than one third of victims told no 

one about the abuse – a rate that is higher 
than what is generally found among het-
erosexual college students. This is due to 
stigma.

• The most common reason for not re-
vealing the abuse was the perception that 
it was “no big deal” or that it was normal, or 
they justified the abuse because the partner 
was drunk or annoyed.

• Most frequently, victims turned to 
friends when revealing the abuse, followed 
by family members. Only 9 percent turned 
to formal support systems, such as counsel-
ors.

• The majority of victims said that friends 
were both the most helpful and least helpful 
as sources of support.

• Four in ten LGBTQ college students in 
the sample reported experiencing intimate-
partner violence and abuse or perpetration 
within a current relationship.

The authors added, “Widespread ef-
forts are needed to reduce homophobia and 
heterosexism broadly, as are educational 
efforts, such as social media and other cam-
paigns, to raise awareness about intimate 
partner violence among LGBTQ college stu-
dents.”  t

Wyatt o’brian evans is a journalist, in-
structor, motivational speaker, and author of 
the new novel, NothiNg CaN tear Us apart 
– rage! His new radio program, “the Woe 
Show,” debuts June 1, 9 p.m., on Papichu-
loradio. Visit Wyattevans.com and follow 
him at Facebook.com/wyattoevans. 
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Faith

By FranCiS DeBernarDo
On Sunday, April 27th, two recent popes, 
John XXIII and John Paul II, will be canon-
ized as saints in the Catholic Church.  For 
many Catholics who support LGBT issues, 
this double canonization is an occasion of 
mixed emotions. Though many are happy 
with the canonization of John XXIII, their 
joy is tempered by the fact that John Paul 
II, who was responsible for instituting many 
anti-LGBT policies and teachings, is being 
similarly honored. In Part I I’ll review the 
contribution of John XXIII on LGBT issues 
in the church. 

John XXIII’s greatest achievement in 
his papacy was convening the Second Vat-
ican Council, which opened up a new era 
of theological reform in the Church.  Most 
importantly, for LGBT issues, the theo-
logical reform included an important de-
velopment in the Church’s sexual teach-
ing.  Theologian Lisa Fullam recently 
offered a succinct description of Vatican 
II’s development of sexual theology in her 
essay, “Civil Same-Sex Marriage: A Catho-
lic Affirmation.”  Fullam states:

“The Vatican II document Gaudium et 

Spes identified two ends of marriage: the 
procreation and education of children, 
and the intimate union of husband and 
wife through which ‘they experience the 
meaning of their oneness and attain to it 
with growing perfection day by day.’ (GS 
48) Gaudium et Spes eliminated 
the long-held idea that procre-
ation was seen as the primary 
end of marriage while the union 
of the partners was deemed 
secondary or instrumental to 
that primary end. The Council 
insisted that ‘[m]arriage to be 
sure is not instituted solely for 
procreation’ (GS 50). Instead, 
it ‘maintains its value and indis-
solubility, even when despite 
the often intense desire of the 
couple, offspring are lacking’ 
(GS 50). Departing from most 
previous teaching in which the 
procreative end of marriage was 
elevated over the unitive end, the Council 
refused to prioritize either. However, the 
Council insisted that childless marriages 
are still truly marriages, not some lesser 

partnership, while no such contrary affir-
mation is made – loveless but procreative 
unions are not affirmed (or rejected) as 
true marriage by the Council.”

By displacing procreation from its po-
sition of primacy in sexual theology, and 

by raising the 
unitive function 
to a higher sta-
tus, Vatican II 
opened the way 
for theologians 
to explore the 
unitive function 
more deeply, 
which allowed 
them to consider 
the moral status 
of relationships 
which were not 
biologically pro-
creative, espe-
cially gay and 

lesbian relationships.  So, John XXIII’s 
Vatican II opened the way for a new dis-
cussion of sexuality in theology, which 
paved the way for the growing field of les-
bian and gay theology.

Vatican II’s emphasis on justice being 
a constitutive part of the preaching of the 
gospel also had an effect on the devel-
opment of LGBT ministry.  Fullam points 
out that John XXIII’s emphasis on human 
rights in his encyclical Pacem in terris pro-
vided a new perspective for Catholics:

“The language of rights, then, is how 
Catholics take our religiously grounded 
understanding of the common good out 
into public discourse. With the humility ap-
propriate to fallible human beings, we seek 
input from all people of good will as we do 
so. We don’t seek to legislate the whole 
moral law, but only those rights and du-
ties by which the flourishing of all people 
is made possible. Our deep commitment 
to human dignity and the equality of all 
human persons is the bedrock on which 
Catholic teaching grounds its social mes-
sage.”

John’s writings opened the path a 
more justice-oriented church.  One other 
outcome of this pope’s approach was the 
development following Vatican II of libera-
tion theology, which would eventually be 
applied to the LGBT experience.

Immediately following Vatican II was 
when Catholics first started taking the hu-
man rights and liberation of LGBT people 
more seriously.  As this blog stated on Oc-
tober 11, 2012, the 50th anniversary of the 
opening of Vatican II:

“In one respect, the movement for 

LGBT lib-
e r a t i o n , 
e q u a l i t y, 
and jus-
tice in the 
C a t h o l i c 
Church is 
a direct 
result of 
Vatican II.    
The Council’s 
reform of theol-
ogy, its updating 
of scrip-
tural in-
te rp re ta -
tions, its 
openness 
to scien-
tific knowl- edge, its invitation 
for participation by the laity, its clarion call 
to work for justice in the world and the 
church–all these things were part of the 
1960s Catholic zeitgeist which resulted 
in a burgeoning movement to be involved 
with, and work for justice for, LGBT people.

“It’s no accident that both two of the 
oldest Catholic ministries to LGBT people–
Dignity and New Ways Ministry–emerged 
from this era and as a direct result of 
priests and religious following the call of 
Vatican II.  Similarly, it would have been 
unimaginable that John McNeill’s theologi-
cal groundbreaking work, the church and 

the Homosexual, could have been written 
before the Council.”

It is no overstatement to say that 
without John XXIII, the movement in the 
Church for LGBT equality would have 
been much delayed and much diminished.  

For this contribution of his and for 
the many other ways that he ushered in 
a more compassionate, just, and socially 
involved church, Catholics who support 
LGBT equality are rejoicing at his canon-
ization. t

the author works with New Ways min-
istry – Newwaysministry.org.

Pope John XXIII’s Influence on LGBT Equality

Pope 
John XXiii

“It is no overstatement 
to say that without 

John XXIII, the 
movement in the 
Church for LGBT 

equality would have 
been much delayed and 

much diminished.”
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lively artS // PERSONALITIES

By gregg ShaPiro
There are so many reasons to watch the 
fifth season of Nurse Jackie (Lionsgate/
Showtime), now available in a three-DVD 
set. First, it’s a reminder of Edie Falco’s in-
numerable charms and a testament to her 
acting abilities (Carmela Soprano? Who’s 
Carmela Soprano?). Falco’s Nurse Jackie, 
a recovering drug addict in the midst of an 
ugly divorce, is one of the most perfectly 
flawed characters on television. 

Then there’s the supporting cast, led by 
recent Emmy Award winner Merritt Wever 
as Nurse Zoe, Anna Deavere Smith as ad-
ministrator Akalitus and Peter Facinelli as 
resident/stud Dr. Cooper. But it’s probably 
gay male nurse Thor, embodied with grace 
and glamour, by the amazing Stephen Wal-
lem, who will resonate with LGBT viewers. 
A gentle giant Viking in scrubs, Thor’s bed-
side manner is all cuddly bear and razor-
sharp wit. Out actor Wallem, who has been 
portraying Thor since the series began, 
turns in a pivotal, tear-jerking performance 
in the season finale. If you haven’t seen it 
yet, you owe it to yourself to check in to 
All Saints’ Hospital for these ten episodes, 
especially since the new season begins 
on April 13. I spoke with the multi-talented 
Wallem about the show and his career in 
March 2014.

gregg Shapiro: Stephen, what was in-
volved in the process of your being cast as 
Thor on Nurse Jackie?

Sw: I initially read for the role of MoMo 
while I was visiting Los Angeles. I hadn’t 
yet moved to New York, I was still based 
in Chicago at the time. It’s a long, harrow-
ing process auditioning for a TV series. 
There tends to be far more call-backs than 
what is typical in the theater. The next call-
back was in New York and the next one 
after that was my first time reading with 
Edie Falco. As the stakes get higher, more 
and more important people get added to 
the room each time. If you make it that far, 
the next step is the “studio test” where the 
producing studio execs (Lionsgate, in this 
case) join the room to watch the “contes-
tants” – it does start to feel like American 
Idol after a while [laughs]. That same day, 
after the studio test, I sat in a room with 
all the other hopefuls for all the roles and 
waited to hear from my agent if I made to 
the final leg: the network test. So it boiled 
down to four of us for the role, the execs 
from Showtime joined the room, and I went 
in to read with Edie one last time. Although 
I ended up not getting that particular role, 
they liked me enough to create the role of 

Stephen Wallem
AN INTERVIEW WITH ACTOR   

Thor for me. He didn’t exist 
in the pilot.

gS: Thor knows his way 
around a one-liner. What’s 
the best part about deliver-

ing Thor’s zingers?
Sw:  I feel like I get to live out the 

fantasy of being Addison DeWitt from all 
about eve; Always coming up with the per-
fect biting retort, no matter the situation.

gS: Thor and Zoey provided a great 
deal of comic relief in season five of Nurse 
Jackie. What’s it like to work with Merritt 
Wever?

Sw: I couldn’t possibly love Merritt 
more, both as a person and an acting part-
ner. She has a huge heart along with being 
a comic genius. It’s so rare to work with 
someone who truly is unique and unpre-
dictable in the best sense of the word. Her 
Emmy is so deserved. Zoey is one of the 
most endearing characters to come along 
in decades. The creators truly don’t know 
who’s going to end up clicking with whom 
as the story progresses, so I couldn’t be 
happier that Zoey and Thor became bud-
dies. Keeping a straight face while Merritt 
channels her magic, however, that is work 
[laughs].

gS: Do you feel like you know more 
about medicine than you ever wanted to 
after being on Nurse Jackie?

Sw: [Laughs] Oh, if only any of us ac-
tually remembered anything we learned 
[laughs]! Even after six seasons, we’ll 
come back after hiatus and our brilliant 
medical advisor will have to re-teach us 
even the most basic procedures. The best 
compliment we can get, in my opinion, is 
to hear from fans in the medical profession 
who think we’re getting it right. I’m really 
proud of how the show takes care with 
making sure every moment is authentic. I 
can’t in my wildest dreams imagine being 
a real nurse. We certainly owe it to them 
to paint a genuine portrait of what they do. 

gS: Jackie got to have a significant 
new love interest in season five. What are 
the chances that there is a love interest in 
the works for Thor?

Sw: I can’t give away any spoilers, but 
it sure is time for the poor guy to get some 
affection, right [laughs]? He’s tall with a 
full-time job, after all.

gS: What did it mean to you to get to 
sing (“One More For The Road”) in the 
season’s final episode?

Sw:  I’ve been a singer and stage ac-
tor my entire life, so I was blown away that 
the creators found such a beautiful rea-
son to put Thor in front of an audience to 
sing. Plus, the location we used, Don’t Tell 
Mama, was where I did my first Manhat-
tan cabaret show and where I reconnected 

with my partner 
Tony after having 
first met twelve 
years prior. It 
meant a great 
deal for my televi-
sion story and my 
real one to inter-
twine like that.

gS: That’s 
amazing! You 
didn’t just get to 
sing in that epi-
sode, you also 
got to act along-
side theater leg-
end John Cullum. 
What was that 
like for you?

Sw:  That epi-
sode was a mon-
umental gift for 
so many reasons. 
I had no idea they 
were planning 
that storyline for 
me. When I first 
read it, I burst into 
tears because the 
character of Wally reminded me so much 
of my dear Uncle Jim who passed away a 
few years before Nurse Jackie went into 
production. So to say goodbye to Wally in 
that beautifully written scene, I was able 
to pay tribute to Uncle Jim in my heart. 
The fact that I got to do this all with John 
Cullum was beyond being an honor. Most 
audiences remember him best from North-
ern exposure, but of course the musical 
theater geek me knows him better from his 
stage work. He is such a kind, delightful 
gentleman. Not only did I get to work with 
him every day, but I was lucky enough to 
ride in the same car with him at night. They 
would usually drop me off first, but I would 
stay in the car longer just to hear his the-
ater stories. I truly didn’t want to go home. 
He had endlessly wonderful tales about his 
rich career. That week of shooting will re-
main a highlight of my entire life. 

gS: Nurse Jackie has one of the most 
amazing ensembles on TV. What does it 
mean to you be a part of a show such as 
this?

Sw:  I seriously can’t believe I get to 
do what I love most with so many people 
at the very top of their craft. It can be such 
a crap-shoot to throw together a bunch 
of strangers and hope they all mesh on-
screen and off. They really did find magic 
with this group. It all starts with the top, and 
there is nobody out there who is more of a 
pro than Edie Falco. When I hear stories 
about temperamental stars, I just shake 

my head. It’s lu-
dicrous. You do 
not have to be an 
asshole to make it 
in this business; 
I don’t care what 
anyone says. Edie 
is the textbook 
example of that 
fact. When some-
one like that sets 
the tone for ex-
cellence that she 
does, how can we 
not strive for the 
same thing?

gS: Your 
roots in theater 
go deep. Are you 
able to get to do 
much theater, ei-
ther of your own 
creation or some-
one else’s, these 
days?

Sw: As much 
as I wish we shot 
more episodes 
each year, the up-

side to a shorter schedule is that it frees 
up most of the year to pursue other proj-
ects. I’ve been really fortunate to do lots 
of theater and cabaret during each hiatus, 
everything from playing Shrek last year at 
The Muny in St. Louis to a redneck trucker 
in anna Nicole for New York City Opera. 
Not for lack of trying, but Nurse Jackie is 
my first on-camera job ever. I can’t imagine 
ever giving up theater; it’s been a part of 
who I am since I was eight years old.

gS: Do you have any new theater proj-
ects on which you are working?

Sw:  The details are still being worked 
out, but I’ll be doing a musical in July play-
ing one of my dream roles. I’m also itching 
to do another cabaret show soon.

gS: Do you have any new film or televi-
sion projects on which you are working?

Sw:  Nothing in the works at the mo-
ment, though my childhood dream was to 
be in a Star Wars movie. I’ll gladly be the 
guy that pushes Jar Jar off a cliff into mol-
ten lava or something [laughs]. 

gS: Finally, Stephen, as a Midwestern-
er, what do you miss most, if anything at 
all, about that region?

Sw: I miss everything about the Mid-
west! I’m so grateful to have been born 
and raised there. Every time I meet some-
one here in New York who’s originally from 
the Midwest, I say “ I knew it. We always 
find each other.”  People can make fun of 
Midwestern friendliness, but I will take that 
over cynicism anytime [laughs]!  t

nurse Jackie
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lively artS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCk DUnCan
We’ve all seen movies featuring sentient 
computers: 2001: a Space odyssey, 
WarGames, eagle eye, demon Seed, 
colossus: the Forbin Project, tron, and 
of course the terminator movies. And we 
all know how badly things usually go once 
the computers become more intelligent 
and “alive” than their human counterparts. 
But what would happen if a human’s intel-
ligence and essence were to be uploaded 
into a supercomputer?

That’s the question posed by the 
new sci-fi thriller transcendence. Johnny 
Depp stars as a computer genius who has 
helped develop a supercomputer known 
as PINN, a creation that is as “alive” as 
a machine can be. But a fringe group of 
techno-terrorists believe that PINN and 
other pieces of technology like it threaten 
our very being on 
the planet (kind 
of like the termi-
nator’s SkyNet), 
so they bomb 
several computer 
labs and attempt 
to assassinate 
Depp’s Dr. Cast-
er. He doesn’t die 
from the shoot-
ing, but it turns 
out the bullet was 
laced with radio-
active material 
that was detected too late to save him. So 
his wife decides to take the PINN project 
one step further and upload her husband 
onto the hard drives. What could possibly 
go wrong?

I want to say transcendence is an 
amazing piece of speculative science fic-
tion brought to us by producer Christopher 
Nolan and directed by Nolan’s long-time 
cinematographer Wally Pfister… but I 
can’t. transcendence is a supremely stu-
pid movie, made all the more maddening 
by gigantic plot holes and a complete dis-
regard for any sense of time. Oh, and any 
suspense the movie may have had – will 
the computer take over the world or will 
they stop it – is non-existent because the 
movie starts at the end! It’s all a flashback, 
so we know the outcome before the story 
even starts. The movie becomes a com-
plete waste of time at that point.

And Johnny Depp must have felt the 
same way because he looks supremely 
bored during the entire movie. Yes, he’s 
dead and what we see is a visual repre-
sentation of his character on all of the vid-
eo screens, but what is supposed to be his 

mechanical coolness just comes off as “I’m 
here to collect a paycheck.” This movie 
demonstrates very well why computers like 
HAL 9000, Colossus and Her’s Samantha 
are so much more effective – we don’t see 
the actors doing the voices. Intonation is 
much more effective when there isn’t a 
face with a blank expression. I think Depp 
was so bored that he kept screwing around 
with an accent that never materialized ful-
ly, but it must have kept him entertained.

The rest of the cast isn’t much better. 
Morgan Freeman could be playing a slight-
ly more bewildered version of Lucius Fox 
from the dark Knight movies, and Rebecca 
Hall seems to have one blank expression 
throughout the film. Paul Bettany is the 
only lead who actually gives anything re-
sembling a performance. Then there’s that 
time issue I mentioned earlier. We know the 

flashback takes place 
five years earlier than 
the end of the movie. 
But things happen, like 
a massive, massive 
underground facility 
with miles and miles 
of solar panels above 
ground is constructed 
in what seems to be a 
few weeks. I don’t think 
even a supercomputer 
has that ability, even 
when it’s giving the lo-
cal residents of an al-

most ghost town in the middle of the desert 
superhuman abilities. (Nanobots!) Did I 
mention this movie is stupid? And to make 
matters worse, the script is by newcomer 
Jack Paglen who has been tapped to write 
the new theatrical battlestar Galactica re-
boot! Frack!

Pfister did not serve as his own cin-
ematographer, but the film looks fine. In 
fact, it’s all a bit Nolan-y right down to the 
final “what the hell” shot that cuts to black 
right before the credits roll. It reminded me 
just a bit too much of that final shot from 
inception. 

I can understand Nolan’s influence on 
Pfister, but there’s a fine line between imi-
tation and plagiarism. Pfister pretty much 
copies Nolan’s style with a script that No-
lan would have tossed into the nearest 
waste basket. It could have been a terrific 
movie if the concept had just been fleshed 
out a bit more and had we not been asked 
to just accept all of the massive leaps in 
logic. And if they hadn’t given away the 
end at the beginning! With all of the talent 
involved, the final product simply does not 
compute. t

Transcendence: Not So Smart
By Steve Charing
The Bolton Street Synagogue and B’More 
QFest will be presenting out in the dark 
on May 3 from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Bolton 
Street Synagogue, 212 West Cold Spring 
Lane, Baltimore.

This screening is part of Bolton Street 
Synagogue’s Israeli film series. out in the 
dark is a drama centered on the love af-
fair between two men on opposite sides of 
the Mideast conflict: Palestinian student 
Nimr, and an Israeli lawyer Roy. Nimr is 
rejected by Islamic so-
ciety for his sexuality, 
and outcast by Jewish 
society for his national-
ity. The film stars new-
comer Nicholas Jacob 
as Arab student Nimr 
alongside Michael Alo-
ni, a well-known film 
and television star in 
Israel, who plays Roy.

out in the dark 
premiered at the To-
ronto International Film 
Festival in September 
2012 and in Israel in 

too clever by half
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You won’t want to miss this updated version of
Gilbert and Sullivan's most popular musical comedy.

the Haifa International Film Festival in Oc-
tober 2012. It represents the directorial de-
but of Michael Mayer. out in the dark was 
released commercially in Israel on Febru-
ary 28, 2013. 

“I’m so excited that the film is being 
screened in a Baltimore synagogue,” says 
Rich Wolfe, president of Breaking Glass 
Pictures, distributor of out in the dark. 
“That the synagogue has a significant 
LGBT membership is even better.” 

A donation of $5 is suggested. t

Gay Israeli Film Out in the Dark to Show May 3rd
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lively artS // IMUSIC

By gregg ShaPiro
Hailing from Minneapolis, electro group 
Poliça fits in as well with the EDM (elec-
tronic dance music) crowd as they do 
with post-rock scenesters on their sec-
ond album Shulamith (Mom+Pop). Where 
Destiny’s Child insisted that you “Say my 
name,” Poliça merely requests that you 
“Chain my name / beside you,” with ’80s 
inspired keyboards and drum sounds. 
Throughout the disc, lead vocalist and 
lyricist Channy Leaneagh flirts with an 
R&B vibe, hitting the funk 
jackpot on “Vegas,” playing 
“for keeps” on “Tiff” (a duet 
with Wisconsin’s very own 
Justin Vernon of Bon Iver), 
picking up the pace on the 
rhythmic “Spilling Lines” 
(which is sure better than 
blurring them), cashing in 
on an Eleanor Friedberger 
vibe on “I Need $” and fi-
nally delivering the drama 
on “So Leave.”

Mixed-gender quintet 
Lucius is nothing short of 
luscious on their tasty, as-
sorted flavors debut album 
Wildewoman (Mom+Pop). 
The title cut suggests vin-
tage country influences, 
with its “howdy pardner” tip 
of the cowboy hat. “Turn it 
Around” turns it around, 
spicing things up with a 
post-modern girl group vibe 
about a woman “looking 
through the wrong end of 
a telescope.” Lucius changes it up again 
with the folky blues of “Go Home” (just 
wait for the “I don’t need you anymore” 
wail) and “Hey, Doreen” is a pop delight. 
Just when you get comfortable, Lucius 

conjures tUnE-yArDs in the rhythmic tribal 
cacophony of the aptly named “Nothing Or-
dinary” and just as swiftly returns to acous-
tic territory on the pretty “Two of Us On the 
Run.” “Monsters” could be the soundtrack 
to your night terrors, while “How Loud Your 
Heart Gets” returns your pulse rate to nor-
mal.

The picture of Scottish pop pleasure, 
Camera Obscura dazzles listeners once 
again with its latest studio disc desire lines 
(4AD). Led by vocalist Tracyanne Campbell, 

Camera Obscura, like kissing cousins Belle 
& Sebastian, have a gift for creating mod-
ern retro tunes that benefit from a refreshing 
timelessness. This is best exemplified in the 
stellar centerpiece “New Year’s Resolution,” 

Women in the Lead a song worth resolving to listen to every day. 
Camera Obscura also balances edgier rock 
numbers such “Do It Again” and “Break It To 
You Gently” with the ’50s stroll of “I Missed 
Your Party,” the island breeze of “Every 
Weekday” and the lush drama of “William’s 
Heart” with aplomb. They also travel in un-
expected directions, as in the country twang 
of the title cut, complete with pedal steel gui-
tar. Neko Case and My Morning Jacket’s Jim 
James make guest appearances.

Tired of waiting for the new album by The 
xx? Check out if You Wait (Columbia) by Lon-
don Grammar. Like The xx, London Grammar 
is a UK trio featuring a female lead vocalist, 
in this case Hannah Reid, with a distinctive 
singing style. Also like The xx, London Gram-
mar makes compelling use of electronics and 
atmospherics throughout, conjuring a sound 
that is equal parts haunting and soothing. 
Somewhat less theatrical than Florence + 
The Machine (although “Stong” is an excep-
tion), London Grammar speaks directly to our 
hearts and heads. if You Wait is an impres-
sive debut by anyone’s standards, and songs 
such as the title cut, “”Stay Awake,” “Wasting 
My Younger Years” and “Metal & Dust,” hold 
great promise for the band’s future.

The Jezabels, an Aussie quarter led by 
vocalist Hayley Mary, take us to the brink 

(PIAS) with their new album. Conjuring mem-
ories of female-fronted acts such as Curve 
and Lush with the shoegazer buzz of the 
title cut, The Jezabels don’t limit their sound. 
“Look of Love” takes an ‘80s turn via beats 
and keyboards, whereas “Beat to Beat” has 
hip-hop in its hips. “Psychotherapy” makes 
head shrinking sound gorgeous and the 
stringy keyboards on “All You Need” could be 
all you need “for a little while” or for “a couple 
beats.”

Lucius performs on 5/21 & 22 in Washing-
ton, D.C., at 9:30 Club, June 4 in Baltimore 
at Ram’s Head Live, and on June 19 to 22 
at Firefly Festival in Dover, Delaware. t
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the Licia Albanese-Puccini Competition, 
the Miami Opera Competition, the Sullivan 
Foundation, and the Anna Case-Mckay 
Award. Mr. Chioldi received his BA from 
West Virginia University, and his MA from 
Yale University. t

Baritone Michael Chioldi has performed at 
nearly every major American opera house 
including the Metropolitan Opera, San 
Francisco Opera, Houston Grand Opera, 
New York City Opera, Washington / Na-
tional Opera, and Los Angeles Opera. In-
ternationally, he has traveled extensively in 
Japan with Maestro Seiji Osawa, and has 
appeared in Brazil, Canada, France, Ger-
many, Macau and Spain. Engagements in 
2013 include La Traviata with Palm Beach 
Opera, Tosca with Hawaii Opera Theater, 
Falstaff with Chautauqua Opera, Giovanna 
D’Arco with Chicago Opera Theater, Sa-
lome with Utah Opera, and Don Carlo with 
Austin Lyric Opera. Early in 2014, Michael 
will appear in Macbeth with Palm Beach 
Opera and La Boheme at Royal Albert 
Hall London. Orchestra appearances in-
clude the New York Philharmonic, Wash-
ington National Symphony, New Jersey 
Symphony, and the Houston Symphony. 
He has been the recipient of many awards 
and honors including: The Metropolitan 
Opera National Council Competition (Win-
ner 1995), the MacAllister Competition, 

lively artS // OUT ON STAGE
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lively artS // ART

By JiM lUCio
I’d like to talk about homos and art. As an 
artist and a homo, these two things are 
very important to me, so in March 2014, I 
launched a website called HomoArts.com 
to highlight and promote the work of queer 
artists.

The name HomoArts is almost redun-
dant. How can you have one without the 
other? Gays have contributed to the arts 
throughout history – it’s in our blood, so 
why the redundancy?

With 20 years experience working cre-
ative jobs as a designer for television, print 
media, and package design to operating a 
gallery, producing events and arts adminis-
tration, I have always been reminded that 
my for-hire, creative expressions should be 
aimed at a straight audience. 

So I began asking myself, “As a gay 
man, why am I doing this for straight peo-
ple whose goals are specifically geared 
toward entertaining and speaking to the 
straight community? Why can’t I present 
a creative expression without watering it 
down in order to appeal to straight, white, 
young, elderly, female, red, black, blue or 

whatever? Why can’t I just do what comes 
naturally from myself without it being po-
liticized, labeled, or neutered?” The answer 
is I couldn’t because there are always too 
many people to please and too many opin-
ions whether they had ever stepped foot in 
the kitchen or not.

HomoArts.com began out of necessity. 
It became my place to truly explore my 
personal creative self-expression. A place 
where I could take all of my influences as 
well as the things in this world that I de-
spise and reformulate them to present on 
a platter… warts and all… glitter on a dirty 
bathroom floor. To consume and regurgitate 
the way I want to regurgitate and to express 
myself through words that make sense to 
me. The concept behind HomoArts is to 
create a brand that starts with one person. 
HomoArts is Jim Lucio. It is not every other 
homo, but its doors are open to share an 
aesthetic and belief in our art and express-
ing ourselves the way we want to.

When asked what HomoArts meant 
to him, contributor, Thomas Anomalous, 
put it this way: “I am interested in form-
ing a creative connection with you, the in-

HomoArts Founder Talks dividual, because that’s the way cool shit 
arises. The way I think about HomoArts has 
something to do with the map of what it cur-
rently means to be gay and what it currently 
means is something I have no interest in 
and a lot of distaste 
for. I have been 
discarded by that 
gay culture, and so 
I discard it. My in-
terest arises out of 
you, sensing your 
peculiar vision, and 
thinking: who cares 
if the map is f*cked, 
who cares if no one 
is listening – let’s 
make our own map. 
It can be a map of 
our own gay colony 
that has its own 
voluntary citizenry 
– like the island of 
misfit faggots.”

Thomas knows where my head is at, 
even if I don’t express it in as many words. 
The map Thomas is reading is what I pres-
ent on HomoArts.com. It could be funny, it 
might be offensive, it might be politically in-
correct, it may play along with stereotypes, 

and it might question art itself. It is an un-
deniable viewpoint that cannot be told how 
to think or be told what to say. 

By creating HomoArts, I am able to 
challenge my own repressed creative ex-

pressions and cre-
ate a space to dis-
cover the talents 
of others. And, as 
Thomas Anoma-
lous puts it, create 
a “colony” for like-
minded thinkers 
who appreciate 
this particular aes-
thetic and facet 
of queer culture. 
The perspectives 
of gays in general 
are vast and multi-
dimensional as is 
the singular visual 
perspective and 
aesthetic of the 

HomoArts website itself. It may not appeal 
to everyone, but those that understand our 
vision and direction will be grateful that we 
are here. t

For more info, check out Homoarts.
com or Facebook.com/importantgays.
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lively artS // SCREEN SAVOR

By gregg ShaPiro
In adore (Paramount), architect Lil (Nao-
mi Watts) and gallery owner Roz (Robin 
Wright) have been best friends since child-
hood where they practically grew up at the 
beach in Australia. Still besties after all 
these years, they’ve weathered some hard 
times, including Lil becoming a widow with 
a young son at an early age. 

But nothing could have prepared them 
for what occurred during middle-age. Their 
surfing sons, Ian (Xavier Samuel) and 
Tom (James Frecheville), both in their 
late teens with hormones raging, become 
the other mother’s lover. That’s right; Ian 
begins a torrid love af-
fair with Roz, who is 
still married to Tom’s 
college prof father Har-
old (Ben Mendelsohn). 
Tom, who witnesses his 
mother leaving Ian’s bed-
room with her pants in 
her hand, takes up with 
Lil. Before long, however, 
the mothers come to their 
senses and put an end to 
the relationships, despite 
the protests of the boys. 

A couple of years 
later, Tom marries fellow 
actress Mary (Jessica Tovey). Ian, on the 
other hand, is having a harder time sepa-
rating from Roz, who has since split up with 
Harold. Nevertheless, Roz insists that Ian 
get on with his life. He honors her wishes by 
marrying and starting a family with Hannah 
(Sophie Lowe).

Just when everything seems idyllic and, 
dare it be said, proper, there is the revela-
tion that one of the older women and one of 
the sons is still behaving badly. This leads 
to the history of the mothers’ and sons’ un-
usual relationships. As you might expect, 
that doesn’t sit well with either of the guys’ 
young wives, both of whom take the kids and 
leave them.

Smarmy and awkward, with a hint of in-
cestuousness, adore doesn’t give viewers 
much to adore. Perhaps what’s creepiest 
about adore is that it was written and di-
rected by a woman, Anne Fontaine. If this 
is supposed to be a statement about female 
empowerment, it comes up short. Even cou-
gar town is more enlightening.

Falling somewhere between a Lifetime 
movie and Phyllida Law’s rusty iron lady, 
diana (eOne) attempts to fill in the blanks 
of the two years before that fateful night 
in Paris, on August 31, 1997, when Diana, 

Princess of Wales, 
left a hotel suite with 

her entourage and got into the car in which 
she would be later die. Mostly what it does 
is paint Diana is a terribly unhappy, self-ab-
sorbed, socially awkward ditz.

Diana, a young woman separated from 
her unfaithful husband, kept busy pampering 
herself, working on self-improvement and 
devoting herself to her charity work.

Described as being “good at giving 
love,” Diana encounters Dr. Khan (Naveen 
Andrews), a Pakistani heart surgeon who 
smokes, drinks, and eats fast food, while 
he is caring for the husband of her spiritual 
guide Oonagh (Geraldine James). It doesn’t 
take long before the unlikely pair begins a 
romance destined for the tabloids. 

Diana’s behavior borders on reckless. 
Her infamous November 1995 BBC inter-
view backfires on her with disastrous results 
including the resignation of her personal as-
sistant.

Meanwhile, Diana continues her various 
humanitarian missions, including calling at-
tention to the plight of landmines in Angola, 
working for the aged and the donation of her 
gowns for an auction to raise funds for an 
AIDS charity.

The star-crossed lovers constantly have 
their relationship tested and survive each 
catastrophe with the expected bumps and 
bruises. When Diana eventually calls it quits, 
aware of the toll it’s taking on Khan, it doesn’t 
take long for her to regret it. Ultimately, her 
plan to get Khan back, a trumped up rela-
tionship with Dodi Fayed (Cas Anvar), flops, 
resulting in the tragedy that ended her life. 

Watts does her best to make Diana a 
sympathetic character, but this is an unflatter-
ing portrait of the People’s Princess. The di-
rection is heavy-handed and cheapens what 
could have been a memorable film, reducing 
Watts’s performance to the level of sensation-
al made-for-TV fodder. Blu-ray bonus mate-
rial includes cast and crew interviews and a 
“16-page Diana fashion booklet.” t

Watts it All About?

naveen 
andrews as 

Dr. khan 

qUality oF liFe

Spring is in the air. My husband and I were 
headed to my family in Pennsylvania for 
Easter. When I asked what we could con-
tribute to the Easter dinner, my sister asked 
me to make a dessert. With that in mind, I 
began thinking about what kind of cake I 
could make and how I would decorate it 
for the holiday. I knew I wanted something 
springlike, but time was also a concern so I 
wanted to do something that wouldn’t take 
a lot of time to create. 

For the cake itself, I 
decided to make my fa-
vorite –  lemon-raspberry 
cake. The tartness of the 
lemon always tastes won-
derful with the raspberry 
filling. And it’s a light 
and refreshing cake for 
spring. Once, I made that 
decision it was time to 
turn to the design of the 
cake. Initially, I had a vi-
sion of chocolate rabbits 
in a field of green icing 
and flowers, but when I 
went to the store, I found 
these adorable white 
chocolate lambs. I loved 
their whimsical shape and 
pink noses. As soon as 
I discovered the lambs, 
I found these wonderful 
cartoonish sugar flowers 
that went perfectly with 

my flock. I was ready to make my cake. 
Over the next two evenings, I baked my 

cake, iced a crumb layer...
and decorated my cake. 
I loved it’s cartoonish feel and every 

bite was devoured at Easter :) This cake 
would also be perfect for a spring fling par-
ty or even a child’s birthday party. t

Cakes I Makes

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

we may look humble now...

... but now we don’t look baaaah’d at all!
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Dining oUt

Eggspectation
6010 university boulevard
ellicott city, maryland
eggspectation.com

By riCharD Finger
After a Thursday after-work 
hike with some friends, we 
had worked up quite an ap-
petite, and it was time to 
make a decision on where 
to eat? My friend suggested 
Eggspectation, which was 
not too far from where we 
had hiked. “Eggspectation?” 
I asked. “Who wants om-
elets for dinner?” My friends 
laughed at me, and replied, 
“They’ve lots of other op-
tions. Just come with us and try it.” So I did.

Upon walking in, I was surprised to see 
the very open dining space. There is defi-
nitely an open-air feel about the place, no 
ceiling tiles, just open space where I could 
see the air ducts and all. Looking straight 
forward, I saw the cooking area with lots of 
buzz and activity, and in another area was 
a fully stocked bar. We were seated by our 
greeter and presented with the drink and din-
ner menu.

We decided on some beers and a few 
appetizers. We selected the Old Bay Wings 
($11.99 per pound), and the Ahi Tuna Na-
chos ($13.99). I especially enjoyed the Old 
Bay Wings, but for those not a fan of Old Bay, 
they can also be prepared hot, mild, BBQ, or 
with chili lime. While the Ahi was fresh and 

tasty, the fried wontons crisp and flavorful, the 
Cilantro Lime Aioli sauce was but too much 
for my taste. Other starter options include: 
“Heavenly” Eggs ($8.99), Brie & Pecan Cros-
tini ($9.99), Mini Crab Cakes ($13.99), Fried 
Calamari ($11.95), and more. 

The Eggstectation menu is very diverse, 
and yes, it does include plenty of egg-relat-
ed options, however, there are also salads, 
crepes, burgers, pasta dishes, and main 
courses to select from. I decided to try one 

of the Eggsecutive Burgers, 
the Turkey Burger ($12.99), 
served with fries or mixed 
field green salad. In the spir-
it of healthy eating, and con-
sidering we had just hiked, 
I selected the salad. The 
turkey burger was served 
hot and seasoned to per-
fection, just as advertised. 
For those diners that prefer 
other burgers, the selec-
tion include: BBQ ($13.99), 
Big Classic ($10.99), Big 
Cheese ($11.99), Mango 
($12.99), the Juicy Lucy 
($12.99 served with Velvee-

ta), and, last but not least, the Eggspectation 
Burger ($13.99 served with bacon, cheddar, 
and an egg).

I was certainly not disappointed to try 
something new and glad I listened to my 
friends. Overall, I enjoyed my meal, while en-
joying a good time with my frie nds. I have 
now learned that there are only 11 Eggspec-
tation locations in in existence, three in India, 
three in Canada, and the remaining five are 
in Maryland and Virginia. Ellicott City is lucky 
enough to be one of these five! The first Egg-
spectation was opened in Montreal in 1993. 
While growth seems to be fairly slow, I can 
see that quality has not been sacrificed in pur-
suit of this growth. If you haven’t tried Egg-
spectation for breakfast, lunch, or dinner, I 
highly recommend it! t

not just the egg, but the 
chicken, too!

Finger’s
Food



24 t  BaltiMore oUtloUD    MAY 2, 2014 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

MISS GAY MARYLAND AMERICA 2014  •  CLUB HIPPO  •  APRIL 25, 26 & 27 2014 
PHOTOS BY RICHARD BOWE  \  WWW.RAB2.COM



BaltiMore oUtloUD  MAY 2, 2014  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  25 



26 t  BaltiMore oUtloUD    MAY 2, 2014 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

not ignore me.” This person was trying to dis-
rupt the balance of the caste culture.

Still on the topic of greetings, I have had 
experience with employees that will only greet 
those they feel will, in some way, impact their 
career at the organization, and disregard all 
others. This could be perceived as a way to 
move up in the caste. If this behavior is ac-
cepted in a workplace, the effects could be 
counterproductive to the organization’s health 
and demotivating.

While I am sure that all workplaces are not 
as I have described in these scenarios, the real-
ity is that some do. I often use the term “Shadow 
of a leader.” Good leaders have good commu-
nication skills whether innate or learned. Good 
leaders know that productive employees feel 
acknowledged, and the importance of creating 
the framework for a welcoming culture. Under 
good leadership, the caste mentality is mini-
mized, therefore the scenarios as described 
above are minimized, because the leader is 
demonstrating polite behavior.

One method I have seen good leaders in-
corporate into their interactions is the Human-
Business-Human model. This model proposes 
to begin an interaction on a human note, for 
example, “Good morning. How are you today?,” 
before jumping into the business purpose of the 
interaction. Once the greeting is out of the way, 
then the business concern is discussed, and the 
interaction is ended on a human level by saying 
“Thank you. I hope you have a great day.” 

It may be a good idea to examine some hu-
man interactions, or non-interactions, in your 
respective organizations. What is being exhib-
ited? Why is it this way? And what can you do 
about it? It could be that politeness, or acknowl-
edgement, is not emphasized enough. By intro-
ducing the Human-Business-Human model into 
the workplace, with whomever you are interact-
ing with, executive or not, will have a long term 
desired effect to create a culture of caring and 
politeness.  t

richard Finger is president of Fresh Hr 
consulting 410-599-3173… and moonlights 
as Baltimore OUTloud’s restaurant reviewer!

Acknow 
ledgement

Business
Richard Finger

The More you 
Know About

yoUr Money

Looking for a topic for this column, I solicited 
ideas from friends. One of them suggested the 
idea of acknowledgment in the workplace. At 
first, I thought he meant “rewards and recogni-
tion.” He said, “No, I’m not talking about that. I 
am referring to common decency to say hello 
and good morning at work.” I thought about it 
for a few minutes, and we began to discuss it. 
It is fascinating how organizations can be when 
it comes to this sort of thing, and how it impacts 
the culture.

I’ve often witnessed executives walk right 
by employees sitting at desks and cubicles, 
heading to a conference room or someone 
else’s office. Interesting, if another executive is 
in their path, nine times out of ten, the fellow ex-
ecutives will stop and greet each other. This is 
a culture of hierarchy, it is almost like an unwrit-
ten caste system, where the greetings only oc-
cur when someone of equal or greater “value” 
is worthy of a greeting. I’m sure for the ignored 
individuals, that could create a feeling of invis-
ibility over a period of time.

A person I have come to know fairly well 
told me of a story where she felt tired of being 
ignored, and decided the next time a certain ex-
ecutive walked by her, she was going to stand 
up and greet him. The story continued, and in-
cluded some details of how visibly uncomfort-
able that particular executive felt with this brief 
interaction. As I heard this story, I felt sorry that 
this person had to go to such great lengths, al-
most as if to say, “Hello, I am here. Please do 
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Richard Finger
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HR Consulting, LLC

410-599-3173
817 St. Paul Street, #502

Baltimore, MD 21202

Richard Finger
SPHR, HRMP

fingerfreshhrconsulting@yahoo.com
http://fingerfreshconsult.wix.com/richardfinger
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Navigating Volatile Markets
By wooDy DerriCkS
So far in 2014, the S&P 500 went down 
3.56% in January, up 4.31% in February, 
up .69% in March, and, as of tax day, was 
down 1.80% in April. It’s been quite the roll-
ercoaster ride so far this year for the U.S. 
stock markets.

Markets such as this present challenges 
for most investors. Without a clear direction up 
or down, investors have trouble deciding how 
and where to invest their money. Some are 
looking for security while others are using the 
down days as opportunities to buy into stocks.

Sage advice: The average investor will 
find that the old ad-
vice still rings true. 
Most of you have 
likely been told to 
buy low and sell high, 
stay invested for the 
long-term, and diver-
sify. Over the past 
ten years, you have 
likely heard those 
sayings too often and 
are looking for some-
one to tell you something new. While these 
are wise ideas, following this advice doesn’t 
mean that you have to stay paralyzed like a 
deer in headlights!

A fresh take: This may be a time for a 
change. Review your investment portfolio 
to see if there are any opportunities for ad-
justment to your allocation. First, you may 
have some investments in asset classes 
(such as the large U.S. companies that 
comprise the S&P 500) that have per-
formed well over the past few years. You 
may want to pare back some of your in-
vestments in these asset classes and 
use the proceeds for something else. By 
making changes such as this, you’re ef-
fectively selling the investments while they 
are higher than what you paid and buying 

other investments while they are lower 
than where they recently traded.

Second, you may want to look for op-
portunities in sectors and asset classes 
that you haven’t been utilizing. Many peo-
ple have some money invested in stocks 
of large U.S. companies, but have little in 
medium and small U.S. businesses or in 
international firms. When it comes to fixed 
income, many people have U.S. Treasur-
ies and corporate bonds, but have ne-
glected to add international bonds to their 
portfolio. You may want to look into other 
fixed income sources such as convertible 

bonds as well. Mak-
ing these changes 
could allow you to 
better diversify your 
portfolio.

Third, look into 
different invest-
ment vehicles for 
possible benefits to 
your portfolio. For 
a long-term invest-
ment, consider real 

estate. Whether you use traditional real 
estate purchases or investments through 
a brokerage firm, real estate has only 
somewhat rebounded from its recent lev-
els. Real estate isn’t usually liquid and 
could still go down in value, so continue to 
think of this as a long-term strategy.

Each of these ideas still enable you to 
be invested for the long-term while follow-
ing the advice to buy low and sell high while 
staying diversified. There may be other ideas 
that could apply for your portfolio based on 
your specific risk level and objectives. See 
a financial advisor to help determine what is 
appropriate for your situation. t

Woody Derricks is a certified financial 
planner and an accredited domestic partner-
ship advisor. reach him at 410-732-2633.

410-802-1310

The Best Real Estate Deals … in a LGBT Newspaper

For details contact Mary Taylor … 
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

410-802-1310 Direct Line

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community

yoUr Money

“Without a clear 
direction up or down, 
investors have trouble 

deciding how and 
where to invest their 

money.”
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Colorful banners in downtown Baltimore cur-
rently announce that April 2014 marks the 
60th anniversary of the Baltimore Orioles. 
The ball club arrived in Baltimore from St. 
Louis in 1954. These signs fail to mention, 
however, that there was another milestone 
anniversary in Baltimore this spring. April 
2014 also marks the 40th anniversary of the 
founding of Maryland’s very first leather/Levi 
social club – the ShipMates Club of Balti-
more. Both clubs are still playing and both 
clubs spend a lot of time in the basement! 

In April of 1974 a group of leather guys 
gathered in a dark and smoky bar called the 
Gallery Bar and decided to form a club. With 
27 charter members the ShipMates Club of 
Baltimore was born. Within a few months 
membership grew to 49 men. The name 
“ShipMates” was selected as a salute to 
Baltimore’s maritime history but with a wink 
towards what the club was really about, the 
founding members capitalized both the “S” 

ments during the weekend, but one of my 
favorites occurred when the leather gang 
first walked into the Hippo. The only group 
on the dance floor was a bunch of young la-
dies who appeared to be celebrating a bach-
elorette party. The first song we heard was 
the dance mix of “Let 
it Go” and all my 
ShipMate brothers 
in attendance hit the 
floor to dance. It was 
a moment of pure 
happiness. When we 
returned to the hotel 
from the dance, the 
Knight Hawks of Vir-
ginia were hosting the 
after-hours cocktail 
party and were serving Jagger Bombs. After 
a busy day that was just what I needed! 

The ladies of FIST provided the perfect 
ending to a beautiful anniversary weekend 
by hosting a fantastic Sunday brunch at the 
hotel complete with several types of quiche. 
As the ShipMates Club starts its 41st year 
I cannot help but be excited for the future. 
As many of you know, last year I did not run 
for president of the club after having been 
the president for eight years in a row – well, 
the bitch is back. That year off did me a lot 
of good and I return with a renewed energy. 

The next big ShipMate event will be 
the annual Daddy Christmas benefit. Ship-
Mates’ Daddy Christmas dates from 1989 
and has raised tens of thousands of dollars 
over the years for local charities. The Ship-
Mates will kick off Daddy Christmas 2014 
with the popular “Ho Ho in the Heat Cookout” 
on Sunday, July 13 at The Quest. In keep-

ing with tradition Daddy Christmas 2014 will 
be held the first Saturday of December (De-
cember 6) and will also be at The Quest. 
The Quest turned out to be a wonderful 
venue last year with the ShipMates taking 
over both floors. I look forward to an even 

bigger Daddy Christ-
mas this year.

You will also 
want to mark your 
calendars for these 
ShipMates’ bar 
nights: Friday, May 
9 at The Green Lan-
tern in D.C.; Friday, 
June 13, the Ship-
Mates’ celebrate 
Pride Month at Le-

on’s; on Sunday, July 27, the ShipMates 
will be at The Loft at Grand Central; and 
additional bar nights at Leon’s are sched-
uled for Friday, October 17, and Friday, 
November 7. Additional events will be an-
nounced as well. Check out the ShipMates 
Club on Facebook or visit Shipmatesclub.
com. 

Speaking of The Loft at Grand Central 
you will want to stop in on Saturday, May 3 
starting at 9 p.m. for the sendoff party for 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2014 David Pfau as 
he gets ready to represent Maryland at the 
International Mr. Leather 2014 Contest in 
Chicago over the Memorial Day weekend. 
But for now, happy 60th anniversary to the 
Baltimore Orioles and happy 40th anniver-
sary to Maryland’s first leather club. Hope 
to see you at a ShipMates’ event this year. 
The ShipMates 41st year is sure to be an-
other hit! t

and the “M.” How fitting that on April 12, 
2014, a group of 55 leather folks from as far 
away as Maine and Florida gathered at the 
upscale McCormick & Schmick’s restaurant 
at Baltimore’s now glittering Inner Harbor 
to celebrate 40 years of brotherhood. Balti-
more has come a long way in 40 years and 
so has the leather community. 

The ShipMates started the celebration of 
the club’s 40th anniversary weekend on Fri-
day, April 11 with a cocktail party sponsored 
by the Centaur, M.C., from Washington, 
D.C., at the host hotel, the Wyndham Pea-
body Court. After opening cocktails, there 
was a bar crawl to Jay’s on Read, Leon’s, 
and Grand Central Station. 

On Saturday afternoon after a continen-
tal breakfast and eye-openers (that Bloody 
Mary was much needed!) provided by the 
Pennsmen, Inc., from Harrisburg, the AMCC 
(Atlantic Motorcycle Coordinating Council, 
the umbrella group of the area’s leather 
clubs) general meeting was held. Those 
not attending the meeting were treated to a 
guided tour of the Egyptian and Roman ex-
hibits at the Walters Museum, conveniently 
located right across from the host hotel. The 
afternoon was filled with additional cocktail 
parties hosted by Empire City, M.C., from 
New York, Harbor Masters of Maine, and 
COMMAND, M.C., from Baltimore. After the 
cocktail parties, the ShipMates provided a 
bus to get everyone from the hotel to the 
restaurant at the harbor. On Saturday eve-
ning everyone returned to the Mt. Vernon 
area to bar hop some more and to dance at 
the Club Hippo. D J Sean Morris provided 
great dance music that kept me dancing 
all evening. There were many magical mo-

Maryland’s 
First Leather 
Club Turns 40!

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

40th anniversary 
bash for ShipMates

“In April of 1974 a 
group of leather guys 

gathered in a dark and 
smoky bar called the 

Gallery Bar and decided 
to form a club.”
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