
role deserves. “For me, Angel has been a 
dream role forever. I’ve played her before 
on a smaller scale, both in school and with 
friends. This is the first time I’m doing it 
professionally, and there’s a huge respon-
sibility behind Angel.”

The Los Angeles-native started doing 
theater in fifth grade and continued to pur-
sue acting in a performing arts high school. 
It was while at the New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts that the then col-
lege junior was cast in the role of Angel 
for the school production. “People saw my 
‘Angel’ and gave me an audition appoint-
ment for this [national tour]. I did five call-
backs and waited for three weeks until I 
found out that I was cast, and it has been 
the most exciting time of my life.”

While on leave of absence from school, 
Merino now focuses all his time and energy 
on Angel. “She represents so much during 
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from those who stare death squarely in the 
face every day and [we] should reach out 
to each other and bond as a community, 
rather than hide from the terrors of life at 
the end of the millennium.”

Two decades af-
ter changing 
the American 
landscape of 
theatre, Lar-
son’s Rent con-
tinues to speak 
defiantly and 
loudly to audi-
ences around 
the globe. Run-
ning from Fri-
day, March 31st 
to Sunday, April 
2nd at Balti-
more’s Hippo-
drome Theatre, 

Rent is the unforgettable story of seven 
artists who, over the course of a year, 
struggle to follow their dreams without sell-
ing out. Baltimore OUTloud recently chat-
ted with David Merino, who plays Angel in 
the upcoming production.

“Angel is the most loving and accepting 
person on the stage. No matter who it is, 
or who Angel runs into, the person is treat-
ed with respect and she accepts them for 
who they are no matter the mood,” Merino 
explained. “She’s just the most giving and 
living person. She has this little ultimatum 
in her life. It’s like a ticking time bomb, and 
she wants to use every second to spread 
love to her community. I admire that so 
much from Angel, and I try to do that in my 
own life, as well.” 

Merino, whose professional acting de-
but is in this national touring role of Angel, 
strives each day to infuse his performance 
with as much talent and dedication the 

Grand Central Station Turns 25
By Rodney BuRgeR 
When most people hear the name “Grand 
Central Station” they think of the enormous 
transit hub in Manhattan that opened in 1871. 
Here in Baltimore we picture the popular bar 
and nightclub that stands at the 
corner of Charles and Eagar 
Streets. For many years it faced 
Baltimore’s other popular dance 
club, the Club Hippo, and formed 
the crossroads of Baltimore’s 
gayborhood and the backdrop 
for Baltimore’s Gay Pride events. 
The Club Hippo closed in 2015 
but Baltimore’s Grand Central 
Station is still going strong. 
On Saturday, March 25th, 
crowds gathered at the beloved night spot to 
help owner Don Davis toast 25 years of pro-
viding Baltimore’s LGBT community with a 

fun place to party. 
In 1986 Don Davis with partner Rick Mor-

genthaler opened the Allegro at 1101 Ca-
thedral Street in Baltimore’s Mount Vernon 
neighborhood. The Allegro replaced Mary’s, a 

piano bar. The Allegro quickly became 
a popular dance club and for many 
years was the place to be. Don had al-
ways admired the beautiful townhouse 
at 1001 North Charles Street and 
when the building became available, 
he open Central Station Pub there on 
September 12, 1991. Unlike the Al-
legro, which was in the basement of 
a building, Central Station Pub had 
big glass windows looking out onto 
Charles Street. For many years there 

was a restaurant above the bar serving a fan-
tastic champagne brunch on Sundays. Don 
continued to make upgrades and changes to 

Local 
landmark 
survives 

& thrives 
in tough 

environment 
for gay bars

By FRankie kujawa
Jonathan Larson once wrote, “In these 
dangerous times, where it seems that the 
world is ripping apart at the seams, we all 

can learn how to survive 

Rent’s Angel Spreads Her Wings Over Baltimore

Landmark
status

—continued on page 4

Rent plays 
March 31st to 

april 2nd at The 
Hippodrome 

Theatre

his club. In 2003 he bought the bar next door, 
which had been a gay country-and-western 
themed bar called Stagecoach. Don com-

bined the two clubs and with the addition of 
a dance floor changed the name of his busi-
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Select Chase Brexton 
Health Care patients deemed most in need 
may be eligible for digital breast cancer 
screenings through a mobile mammogra-
phy van to be located at the Chase Brex-
ton Mount Vernon Center on September 
28th. The screenings are provided in part-

nership with 
L a c k a w a n -
na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 

cancer in women, and mammograms are 
capable of finding it up to three years be-
fore it can be felt. The Center for Disease 
Control recommends mammograms every 
two years for women age 50 and older who 
are at average risk for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t
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representatives of local LGBTQ organiza-
tions, as well as the Baltimore City Police De-
partment. Therapists and counselors from the 
SAO, Star Track, and Chase Brexton were on 
hand at the vigil to listen to anyone who need-
ed one-on-one support.

There have been 14 homicides involv-
ing transgender victims in Baltimore since 
2005. Smith said a majority of the cases have 
been closed. In September 2016, Crystal Ed-
monds, a transgender woman, was killed on 
Fairview Avenue. Her case remains open and 
an investigation continues. In 2014, Mia Hen-
derson, sister to NBA player Reggie Bullock, 
was found stabbed to death in a Northwest 
Baltimore ally; a Hagerstown man named 
Shawn Oliver was charged with her murder 
after his DNa was found beneath her finger-
nails. He was acquitted last January.

Maryland’s hate-crime laws do specifi-
cally cover gender identity, according to the 
Movement Advancement Project, unlike 29 
other states which do not have specific hate 
crime protections for trans people, and anoth-
er four states that have no hate crime laws 
at all.

So far this year, Watson, Chyna Doll 
Dupree, Jaquarrius Holland, Ciara McElveen, 
Mesha Caldwell, Jojo Striker, Jamie Lee 
Wounded Arrow, and Keke Collier have been 
killed. They were all trans women of color.

The recorded rate of murders of trans 
women of color has been steadily increasing 
over the past few years: In 2016, the National 
Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs reported 
23 trans people killed, a record number, and 
many of them trans women of color. And the 
year before, the organization recorded 16 
murders of trans people; 13 were trans wom-
en of color.

While Watson has not been misgendered 
or called by the wrong name by the media, 
the image used in many reports of her death 
appears to be a mugshot, another sign of dis-
respect. For that reason, no photo has been 
included with coverage of this story, until an 
appropriate one has been found.

Anyone with information on the shooting 
is asked to call police at 410-396-2100, text 
a tip to 443-902-4824, call Metro Crime Stop-
pers at 866-7LOCKUP, or submit tips anon-
ymously through the Baltimore police mobile 
app. If your tip to the hotline leads to an arrest 
and indictment in the case, then you may be 
eligible for a cash reward of up to $2,000. t

Local Transgender Woman Murdered
By BiLL RedMond-PaLMeR
Local transgender woman Alphonza Watson, 
known to many as “Peaches,” was murdered 
about 4:15 a.m. March 22nd in the 2400 block 
of Guilford Avenue in Baltimore. The 38-year-
old woman was stabbed in the stomach, and 
later died from her wounds at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. Watson is the eighth transgender 
woman who has been murdered so far this 
year in the U.S. Seven were black. 

Witnesses told police they heard some-
one yelling for help, followed by gunshots. 
Two men were seen running away before get-
ting into what was referred to as a dark-col-
ored vehicle, which then sped away. “At this 
time, we don’t have a lot to go on,” Baltimore 
police spokesman T.J. Smith told the Balti-
more Sun. “What we know is that there was 
apparently some sort of argument that took 
place.”  Smith said police did not know of a 
motive in the killing or whether it was related 
to Watson’s identifying as transgender. No ar-
rests have been made.

Baltimore Police did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment on whether 
Watson’s death is being investigated as a 
hate crime. But a spokesperson told the Bal-
timore Sun that police “don’t have a lot to go 
on.”

Watson’s mother, Peggy Walker, told 
the Sun that Watson had come out as trans-
gender in her teens and went by the name 
“Peaches.” She grew up in Washington, 
Walker said, but moved to Baltimore about 
ten to 15 years ago. She described Watson 
as “the sunshine of our family,” a “caring, 
passionate” person and “would never do any 
harm to anyone.” Walker said Watson en-
joyed cooking and gardening, and had been 
a top salesperson at a high-end retail store 
in Northern Virginia. “She was a very caring, 
passionate, fun person to be around, always 
in a talkative and playful mood,” Walker told 
the paper. “Very close to the Lord. She didn’t 
belong to a church or anything like that but 
she always talked about the Lord.”

Several community organizations includ-
ing Hearts and Ears, the GLCCB, and GLSEN 
Baltimore all offered opportunities to provide 
emotional support for community members 
in need. “I think people of course are going 
to be grieving,” said Key’aysia Tucker, public 
health case manager at the GLCCB. She said 
she’s already heard from several people who 
expressed concern for their safety. “They are 
afraid,” she said.

A vigil for Watson, organized by the 
Baltimore Transgender Alliance, was held 
on Saturday, March 25th, at the Ynot lot, to 
celebrate Watson’s life and raise awareness 
about violence against trans women. The vigil 
drew trans community members, allies, and 
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Day of Silence – 
Friday, April 21st 
– to Fight School 

Bullying
GLSEN’s (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Educa-
tion Network) Day of Silence – this year, on 
Friday, April 21st – is a student-led national 
event organized in thousands of schools, 
bringing awareness to the silencing effects 
of anti-LGBTQ name-calling, bullying, and 
harassment in schools. Students from middle 
school to college take a vow of silence in an 
effort to encourage schools and classmates 
to address the problem of anti-LGBTQ behav-
ior by illustrating the silencing effect of bully-
ing and harassment on LGBTQ students and 
those perceived to be LGBTQ.

In 1996, students at the University of Vir-
ginia organized the first Day of Silence in re-
sponse to a class assignment on non-violent 
protests with over 150 students participating. 
In 1997, organizers took their effort national 
and nearly 100 colleges and universities par-
ticipated. In 2001, GLSEN became the official 
organizational sponsor for the event.

The Day of Silence has reached students 
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, 
as well as those as far away as New Zealand, 
Singapore and Russia. More than 10,000 stu-
dents register their Day of Silence participa-
tion with GLSEN every year. 

The GLSEN 2013 National School Cli-
mate Survey found that nearly nine out of 

ten LGBT students report verbal, sexual, or 
physical harassment at school and more than 
30% report missing at least a day of school in 
the past month out of fear for their personal 
safety. 

Do I have a right to participate in the 
GLSEN Day of Silence? you do have a right 
to participate in day of silence and other ex-
pressions of your opinion at a public school 
during non-instructional time: the breaks be-
tween classes, before and after the school 
day, lunchtime, and any other free times 
during your day. You do not have a right to 
remain silent during class time if a teacher 
asks you to speak. We recommend that you 
talk to your teachers ahead of time, tell them 
what you plan to do, and ask them if it would 
be okay for you to communicate on that day 
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in writing. See Lambda Legal’s outline of your 
rights as a student for more information.

How do the Day of Silence activities affect 
the school day? GLSEN advises students in-
terested in participating to discuss their inten-
tions with their administration and teachers 
long before the event. The day is most suc-
cessful when schools and students work to-
gether to show their commitment to ensuring 
safe schools for all students. Many schools 
allow student participation throughout the 
day. Some schools ask students to speak as 
they normally would during class and remain 
silent during breaks and at lunch. Other stu-
dents take a vow of silence on social media.

For more info, visit Glsen.org/day-of-si-
lence. t

National 
Transgender HIV 

Testing Day
The second annual National Transgender 
HIV Testing Day (NTHTD) is coming up on 
April 18th. NTHTD is a day to recognize the 
importance of routine HIV testing, status 
awareness, and prevention and treatment 
efforts among trans and gender non-binary 
people. The initiative encourages communi-
ty-based organizations, health jurisdictions 
and HIV prevention programs to host local 
transgender HIV testing community events 
such as HIV testing, visibility campaigns and 
community forums, and develop trans-specif-
ic HIV testing resources. The community lead 
for NTHTD is University of California San 
Francisco’s Center of Excellence for Trans-
gender Health.

Trans people are diverse, and HIV affects 
different sectors differently. 

People who were assigned as male at 
birth but have a female gender identity and/or 
expression are at high risk of having or con-
tracting HIV. 

HIV prevalence among trans women in 
high-income countries such as the U.S. is 
around 22 percent. Trans women regardless 
of country wealth were some 49 times more 
likely to be living with HIV compared to all 
adults of reproductive age.

Even given this backdrop, trans women of 
color, especially African-Americans and Lati-
nas, experience disproportionately high rates 
of HIV in the U.S. The literature suggests that 
racism, not just race, influences these high 
risks. Transphobia, homophobia, and racism 
appear to collectively increase risk among 
transgender women of color. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) reports that 73 percent of trans 

FreeState Justice: 
New Leadership

FreeState Justice, Maryland’s statewide 
LGBT legal and policy group, recently an-
nounced Mark A. Procopio as the new execu-
tive director and Jennifer L. Kent, Esq., as the 
group’s new managing attorney.

Procopio comes to FreeState Justice 
from work in development and management 
for local Baltimore educational institutions. 
Most recently, he served as interim director of 
Operations for KIPP Baltimore, where he led 
fundraising, organizing, and communications 
for the Baltimore-based charter school net-
work. Prior to joining KIPP, Procopio taught 
sixth-grade science and social studies at 
Moravia Park Elementary and Middle School 
as a Teach For America AmeriCorps member, 
and later joined Teach For America’s Balti-
more staff.

Coming out as gay as a teenager in Cen-
tral New York and as an educator in Baltimore 
City, Procopio says he has experienced the 
impact of systemic inequality and structur-
al bias.  His experience as a middle school 
teacher in Baltimore City stoked his passion 
and commitment to working with communities 
to achieve equality, access, and opportunity. 
Procopio holds a degree in international eco-
nomics and finance from the catholic Univer-
sity of america. he and his fiancé, chris, live 
in Fells Point.

Kent brings to FreeState Justice experi-
ence litigating complex cases on behalf of vic-
tims of terrorism and civil rights abuses. Kent 
previously volunteered with FreeState Justice 
and co-authored an amicus brief on behalf of 
a national transgender advocacy organiza-
tion in the Conover case last year, an appeal 
brought by FreeState that led Maryland’s 
highest court to affirm the parental rights of 
LGBTQ non-biological parents.

“All of us at FreeState Justice are very 
excited about the leadership, experience, and 
passion these two new leaders bring to the 
organization,” said Jessica P. Weber, presi-
dent of FreeState’s board. 

Weber also highlighted the importance of 
bringing on a seasoned Managing Attorney: 
“Jennifer has spent years advocating for in-
dividuals who have suffered grave injustices.  
We are thrilled that she is bringing her great 
skill and depth of experience to FreeState 
Justice where she will enhance our ability to 
fight tenaciously on behalf LGBTQ Maryland-
ers most at risk of discrimination.”

For more information about FreeState 
Justice, visit Freestate-justice.org. t

– Bill Redmond-Palmer

ness to Grand Central Station, which opened 
on February 5th, 2003. 

Grand Central Station has three main 
components: the original pub area that has 
cafe seating on Eagar Street and an outdoor 
patio in the rear; the disco dance club; and 
The Loft upstairs, which has pool tables, a 
smaller dancefloor, and a deck overlooking 
the Mount Vernon neighborhood. For many 
years Grand Central Station has been the 
setting for countless karaoke nights, drag 
shows, themed dance parties, leather con-
test, and charity events. 

In the past years Baltimore has seen 
many LGBT bars come and go, but Grand 
Central Station is still going strong. Don Da-
vis and Grand Central Station have survived 
everything from a fire in June 2008 that dam-
aged the top floor, which was also housing 
the offices of Baltimore OUTloud, to a crazy 
incident in September of 2013 when a car be-
ing chased by Baltimore’s transit police collid-
ed with a truck carrying a load of white paint 
and smashed into the building. Even after 
years of LGBT bars seeing declines in busi-
ness due to the popularity of social apps and 
a LGBT population that now feels more com-
fortable in straight establishments, the party 
at Grand Central Station continues. On Satur-
day, April 15th starting at 9 p.m. the club will 

host an “Easter 
Party” complete 
with a $100 bar 
tab awarded to 
the person with 
the best Easter 
bunny outfit. On 
Friday, April 21st 
there will be a 
beach party with 
drink specials 
for folks in swim-

wear. (Yes, there will be a 
clothing check available.) 
Saturday, April 22nd will re-

ally be a super night as Grand Central Station 
presents: “Super Heroes vs. Villains” with a cos-
tume contest for the best dressed super heroes. 
First prize is a $100 bar tab, second prize is a 
$50 bar tab, and third place will win a $25 bar 
tab. Doors open at 9 p.m. 

Thank you Don Davis and staff for a won-
derful 25 years. The area’s LGBT community 
is looking forward to many more fun evenings 
at Baltimore’s Grand Central Station. All 
aboard! t

Grand Central 
Station Turns 25

—continued from page 1

not waiting
to catch no train
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women living with HIV are unaware of their 
status – leading to a higher incidence of HIV 
and negative health outcomes.

The higher HIV prevalence and lower 
HIV testing rates among trans women com-
pared to other high-risk groups may be due to 
greater disparities, stigma, and discrimination 
across many environmental and social con-
texts. For example, due to lack of job oppor-
tunities for trans women, many often engage 
in sex work for survival. Sex work involves 
multiple sex partners, a factor that’s a driv-
er for HIV. Trans women sex workers have a 
higher HIV prevalence than non-trans female 
or male sex workers.

Prevalence of unprotected receptive anal 
sex, the highest sexual risk behavior for trans-

mitting HIV, 
can be as high 
as 55 percent. 
Differences in 
rates of recep-
tive anal sex 
occur across 
ethnic groups – 
Asian and Pa-

cific Islander trans people, for instance, are 
3.6 times more likely to be anally penetrated 
than Latina trans women.

Additional high-risk behaviors include in-
jection drug and alcohol use, inadequate ne-
gotiation skills for safer sex, and low self-ef-
ficacy in communicating sexual history with a 
partner. Trans women who report injection of 
non-prescribed hormone and “silicone” or soft 
tissue fillers that have compounded health 
risk factors.

But it’s not just behavior. Cultural, socio-
economic, and health-related cofactors com-
pound the HIV epidemic and pose prevention 
challenges.

Unemployment rates, for example, are 
upwards of 23 percent among trans wom-
en; without the opportunity for equal pay and 
safe, non-discriminatory working conditions, 
trans women often turn to sex work as one 
of the only options for sustainable incomes.

The situation with HIV and trans men – 
people who were assigned female at birth and 
have a male gender identity or expression – is 
less clear. To date, research on HIV among 
trans people has almost exclusively focused 
on trans women. However, there is growing 
evidence that there is a significant group of 
trans men who have sex with men (TMSM) 
and trans men who engage in sex work.

Several areas – including Philadelphia, 
Washington, San Francisco, and Ontario – 
have conducted needs assessments that fo-
cus on trans men and HIV risk. 

The few published studies that report 
HIV rates among samples of trans men have 
reported zero to three percent prevalence. 
These rates are self-reported, however, and 

are based on small, non-representative sam-
ples, so the data remains insufficient, and re-
sources for finding out more are scanty.

For more information on the NTHTD, visit 
Transhealth.ucsf.edu/trans. t

– Bill Redmond-Palmer

Miss Gay U.S. 
Benefit Show

On Sunday, April 9th, Jazmen Diamond (Miss 
Gay Capital City U.S.) and Gabrielle Remsen 
Ruby (Miss Gay Mid-Atlantic U.S.) will be 
hosting a benefit show, to raise funds to sup-
port their travel to Miss Gay United States in 
May in Asbury Park New Jersey.

The event will be hosted by Erica C. Ad-
ams. Doors open at 8 p.m. at Club Bunns 
(606-608 West Lexington Street, Baltimore), 

and the show begins at 9 p.m. Cover is $10.
For more information, search for “OTR to 

Miss Gay United States” on Facebook. t

Youth Princess 
2017/18 Pageant

Baltimore’s Queen of Comedy, Shawnna Al-
exander, is producing her sixth Youth Prin-
cess Pageant beginning at 8 p.m. on April 
9th at The Rowan Tree (1633 South Charles 
Street) in Baltimore. There’s no cover.
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The ride for the Feast to Benefit Moveable 
Feast will be held on May 12th and 13th, 
and many are the events in the runup to 
the ride. Help these teams to feed people, 
fight disease, and foster hope.

support and gear orientation: The 
orientation for new and old Support and 
Gear drivers is April 1st at Pam & Blu’s 
house (2 Oak Grove Avenue, Catonsville). 
Meet the team and talk plans and strate-
gy. They will provide food and drinks, and 
there is plenty of street parking nearby.

Fools, Food & Fundraising at Fla-
vor:  On Saturday, April 1st from 6 p.m. 
to 2 a.m., Flavor (15 East Centre Street, 
Baltimore), will be putting the “fun” back 
in fundraising for April Fools’ Day with a 
benefit concert from nationally touring duo 
Mama’s Black Sheep. Doors to the event 
space will open at 6 p.m., the concert will 
run from 7 to 9 p.m., and admission is $15 
at the door. After the concert the fun con-
tinues with an LGBTQ & Allies dance party 
with DJ Kim Brannan from 9 p.m. until clos-
ing. For those who can only make it to the 
late night dance party, admission will be $5 
(starting at 9 p.m.) and proceeds will still go 
to Moveable Feast. 

donut stop Believin’: Join Chef Doug 
Wetzel of Gertrude’s at the 32nd Street 
Farmer’s Market (East 32nd and Barclay 
Streets, Baltimore), on April 1st from 7 a.m. 
to noon for his first ever donut pop-up shop 
to benefit Moveable Feast.  Part of the pro-
ceeds and one hundred percent all tips will 
go directly to Moveable Feast. 

Ride for the Feast Events Update
Team atomic waverly Brewing Fund-

raiser: April 5th at 6 p.m. at the Waverly 
Brewing Company (1625 Union Avenue, 
Baltimore) Entry is a $10 donation, a 50/50 
raffle will be held, and your first beer is free. 

Team atomic Pedals for the Feast: 
Team Atomic all hold a fundraiser on the Av-
enue in Hampden on April 7th, 2017, at 6 
p.m. They will be outside of Atomic Books, 
Doubledutch, and Kiss-and-Makeup on sta-
tionary bike trainers, “pedaling their way into 
your hearts and selling raffle tickets. 

Burlesque event by Bunns of steele 
Burlesque Productions to benefit Shirley 
Temples: The Shirley Temples team will 
host a fundraiser at The Crown Baltimore 
(1910 North Charles Street, Baltimore) on 
Saturday, April 8th. Doors open at 8 p.m., 
and the show runs from 9 p.m. until mid-
night. Tickets available online soon and at 
the door. Donations can be made directly 
to the Shirley Temples team at Tinyurl.com/
shirleytemples4rftf.

Fierce Chicks Rock annual yard 
sale: 329 East 31st Street in Baltimore, on 
April 15th, from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Peruse 
the amazing wares donated by many won-
derful people, and purchase items knowing 
that all of the proceeds will go to help feed 
people in need. 

RFTF orientation Brunch: Please 
keep an eye out for more information about 
the upcoming RFTF Orientation Brunch.

For more about Ride for the Feast, vis-
it Rideforthefeast.org; and for Moveable 
Feast, it’s Mfeast.org. t

The reigning Miss Youth Princess, Bella 
Forte Blair, will step down and take her place 
in the Book of Formers, and new contestants 
between the ages of 21 and 25 will battle for 
the new position. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by former Mr. Youth Princes and Miss 
Youth Princesses, as well as a few surprise 
guests.

“I wanted to take the current and pro-
spective youth drag entertainers under my 
wing,” said Alexander, “to show them the ins 
and outs of performing with respect, and to 
instill in them the ideal that it’s not all about 
the cash involved. The pageant process 
gives them an inside scoop on what all is in-
volved, and provides them an opportunity to 
decide whether or not they want to pursue 
running for future contests.”

Alexander has had ups and downs with 
the endeavor. “I am proud that some contes-
tants have gone on to be very respected in 
the community, although some have given 
me a rough challenge. I almost gave it up 
but was asked to please have it again.” She 
had to drop the Mr. Youth Prince contest this 
year because of one of those challenges.

The contestants will be competing in 
three categories: Outrageous Creative 
Black Attire, Non Bling Evening Gown, and 
Six-Minute Talent. The contest 
winner already has a perfor-
mance spot secured on stage 
at Baltimore Pride 2017 and 
the 12 Days of Christmas ben-

efit in December. 
For more information, search for “Miss 

Youth Princess 2017/18 Pageant” on Face-
book. t               

– Bill Redmond-Palmer

Miss youth 
Princess 

2016, Bella 
Forte Blair
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visit start.truvada.comPlease see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

Have you heard about

TRUVADA for PrEPTM?
The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?
TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex practices. This use 
is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This includes 
HIV-negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of getting infected 
with HIV-1 through sex, and male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 
infection and the other does not.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV-1. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
  What is the most important information I should know about TRUVADA
for PrEP?

  Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:  
 u  You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk 
of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 u  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently 
become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a flu-like 
illness within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at any time 
while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include 
tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

  While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
 u  You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 

may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
 u  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
 u  To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

• Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare provider

tells you.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make 

it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
• Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
• Have fewer sex partners.
•  Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 

getting HIV-1 infection.
•  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 u   If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. 
If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to 
treat over time.

 TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 u  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 

emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include weakness or being more tired 
than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, nausea, 
vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.

  u  Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, and you may 
develop fat in your liver. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

 u   You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking TRUVADA for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

 u   Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and take 
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. If your 
healthcare provider tells you to stop taking TRUVADA, they will need to watch 
you closely for several months to monitor your health. TRUVADA is not approved 
for the treatment of HBV.

  Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have HIV-1 infection or if you do 

not know your HIV-1 status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other 
medicines with TRUVADA to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a 
complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only 
TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take
lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

     What are the other possible side effects of 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

  Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
 u   Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your kidneys 
before and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP. If you develop 
kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP.

 u   Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

 u   Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or medicines 
like TRUVADA.

  Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

  What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
 u   All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 

have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection. 
 u     If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRUVADA can 

harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking TRUVADA for PrEP, 
talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should keep taking
TRUVADA for PrEP.
Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about your
health and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for women who 
take medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more information about
the registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare provider.

 u     If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. The 
medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you become HIV-1 
positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 u     All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 u     If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. These 
medicines include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI).

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?
TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex practices. This use 
is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This includes 
HIV-negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of getting infected 
with HIV-1 through sex, and male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 
infection and the other does not.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV-1. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
  What is the most important information I should know about TRUVADA
for PrEP?

  Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:  
 u  You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk 
of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 u  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently 
become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a flu-like 
illness within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at any time 
while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include 
tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

  While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
 u  You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 

may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
 u  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
 u  To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

• Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare provider

tells you.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make 

it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
• Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
• Have fewer sex partners.
•  Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 

getting HIV-1 infection.
•  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.
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treat over time.
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  Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
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if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.
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 u   All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 

have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection. 
 u     If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRUVADA can 

harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking TRUVADA for PrEP, 
talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should keep taking
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Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about your
health and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for women who 
take medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more information about
the registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare provider.

 u     If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. The 
medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you become HIV-1 
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 u     All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
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 u     If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. These 
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You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not 
replace talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine.(tru-VAH-dah)

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP (PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS)

Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
•  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include fl u-like symptoms, tiredness, 
fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, 
night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have had a fl u-like illness within the last month before starting 
TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
•  You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may 

not keep you from getting HIV-1.
•  You must stay HIV-1 negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
•  Tell your healthcare provider if you have a fl u-like illness while taking TRUVADA 

for PrEP.
•  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.
•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone 

to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become 
harder to treat over time.

•  See the “How to Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.
TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 

medical emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than 
usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, nausea, 
vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.

•  Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: your skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have HBV and take TRUVADA, 
your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to 
check your health regularly for several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are female, 
very overweight, or have been taking TRUVADA for a long time.

TRUVADA is a prescription medicine used with safer sex practices for PrEP to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection in adults at high risk:
•  HIV-1 negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of getting 

infected with HIV-1 through sex.
•  Male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and the other does not.
To help determine your risk, talk openly with your doctor about your sexual health.
Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
•  Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis infection.
•  Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you 

become HIV-1 positive because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. 
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, 

vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist.

•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should 
not be taken with TRUVADA for PrEP.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP" section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
• Bone problems.
• Changes in body fat. 
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-
area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight.
These are not all the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health 
before and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been 
exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.
•  You must practice safer sex by using condoms and you must stay HIV-1 negative.

•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for 
PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. Talk to your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV-1 infection.

•  Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for 

program information.

GET MORE INFORMATION

•  Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare provider 

tells you.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make 

it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
• Have fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fl uids on them.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Beyond THe BeLTway

Letting trans boy 
use boys’ locker 
room leads to 
lawsuit

Berks County, Pennsylvania – A high 
school student is suing a Pennsylvania 
school district after claiming his privacy was 
violated by a transgender male student us-
ing the boys’ locker room. The complainant 
and his parents, all of whom are identified 
anonymously in the complaint, alleged that 
the Boyertown Area School District violated 
the student’s rights during an incident occur-
ring on or about October 31st. The district 

is located in Berks County, about 60 miles 
northwest of Philadelphia. 

According to the complaint, the student 
began changing in the locker room for gym 
class and while standing in his underwear, 
realized there was another student in the 
room who was wearing shorts and a bra. The 
suit claims the district’s actions forced the 
student to stop changing during gym class 
and that he has received disciplinary action 
and poor grades because of only receiving 
a half day’s credit for not changing into gym 
clothes. The suit claims he is distracted from 
instructional time and experiences “anxiety, 
stress, intimidation, fear, apprehension, and 
loss of dignity.” The student and his family 
also suggest the school should be regulating 
facilities based on sex, not gender identity. 

“By adopting gender identity theory as the 
basis for regulating access to private facil-
ities, defendants are violating sex-discrimi-
nation law by not protecting students based 
on sex but instead imposing an individual’s 
subjective perception of their gender on oth-
er students who value their privacy based on 
anatomical differences between the sexes,” 
the complaint states.

“We are very appreciative of the Boyer-

town Area School District for its continuing 
inclusion and support of trans students,” 
Pennsylvania Youth Congress Executive 
Director Jason Landau Goodman told Phil-
adelphia Gay News. “This is a position that 
many schools are in right now. They may 
not have a formal policy but in practice are 
linking case-by-case decisions that are es-
sential to the full inclusion of trans students. 
We are very concerned with the filing of this 
lawsuit – the chilling effect even by just filing 
it on districts – but we will continue to reach 
out to districts across the Commonwealth to 
make sure that they know they should be 
striving for the safety and inclusion of trans-
gender students in their school. (PhiladelPhia 
Gay News – Jeremy Rodriguez at epgn.com)

Republican state 
senator found 
in motel with 17- 
year-old boy

Moore, oklahoma – The daily mail re-
ports that a married-with-children Oklaho-
ma senator who was a leader in President 
Donald Trump’s primary campaign faces 
prostitution charges after he was found in 
a motel room that reeked of “raw marijuana” 
with a teenage boy that he offered money 
for “sexual stuff,” police said. Charges were 
filed on March 16th, State Senator ralph 
Shortey turned himself in and was released 
on $100,000 bail. Shortey, 35, who deleted 
a picture of himself and Donald Trump, Jr., 
from his Facebook page shortly after news 
of his arrest broke, is an avowed supporter 
of the president and served as his Oklaho-
ma state chair in the primaries. According to 
Associated Press, the allegations prompted 
Republican leaders in the state, including 
the governor, to call for Shortey’s resigna-

tion, and the Oklahoma Senate has moved 
quickly to sanction the two-term senator.

Shortey and the unidentified teenager 
were found together at a Super 8 Motel in 
Moore, Oklahoma, around 1 a.m. on March 
9th, after an anonymous tip was made to po-
lice requesting a welfare check. Shortey and 
the teenager, who is 17 years old, admitted 
to police they had engaged in electronic con-
versations “pertaining to sexual activities in 
exchange for money,” according to a court 
affidavit. The age of consent in Oklahoma is 
16. 

Shortey and the teen’s text messages, 
going back nearly a year, were recorded on 
the teenager’s Kindle tablet that was con-
fiscated as evidence, police said. Police 
became involved after being called by the 
boy’s father, who had been contacted by his 
son’s girlfriend, NewsOK reports. The un-
identified girl told police that her boyfriend 
had said he was “going to get paid tonight”, 
and she feared he might be “involved in ille-
gal drugs.” So, she told police she watched 
him get into a white Jeep Grand Cherokee 
with a man and followed them to the Super 
8 Motel. Police said the boy was known to 
solicit himself sexually on Craigslist and had 
a history of drug abuse. (the daily mail – 
Jordan Gass Poore at dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-4318684/Oklahoma-GOP-senator-
motel-room-teen-boy.html) 

LGBT caucus 
decries Trump 
choice of anti-
trans activist

washington, d.C. – The Congressional 
LGBT Equality Caucus denounced Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s appointment of Roger 
Severino as the head of the Office of civil 
Rights in the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. “Appointing Roger Severino 
is another warning shot to those of us fight-
ing for civil rights in the Trump era,” said 
Transgender Equality Task Force Chair Joe 
Kennedy III (Masschusetts). “Mr. Severino 
has built a career on demonizing the trans-
gender community, stoking fear about trans-
gender identity, and – in particular – under-
mining equal access to health care. It’s clear 
the President has no intention of keeping the 
promises he made to LGBTQ Americans.”

Severino, the former head of the DeVos 
Center for Religion and Civil Society at the 
Heritage Foundation, has been a longtime 
opponent of transgender equality in health 
care, military service, and access to public 

accommodations, referring to transgender 
nondiscrimination protections as a “radical 
social experiment.” In 2015, during Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s administration, the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
promulgated a rule pursuant to Section 1557 
of the Affordable Care Act ensuring that in-
dividuals cannot be denied access to health 
care or health coverage or otherwise be sub-
ject to discrimination because of their gen-
der identity.

The mission of the Congressional LGBT 
Equality Caucus is to promote lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) equality. 
t (congressional lGBT equality caucus 
Press Release)

Picture for illustrative purposes only!

Roger severino – trans nondiscrimination 
is a ‘radical social experiment’ he says

compiled by Jim Becker

oklahoma state 
senator Ralph 
shortey (left) with 
donald Trump, jr.
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A pioneer in LGBT research, founded in 1992
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LGBTsurvey.com

Making a Difference is Easy.
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change the world.
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300 Albemarle St, Baltimore, MD  21202

410-900-1499 KohlerSignatureStoreBaltimore.com

LET US
TELL YOU

NO!
NO parking fees
NO delivery fees
NO return fees

NO appointment required

No worries!

Discover the latest KOHLER bath and 
kitchen products and unparalleled service 
at the KOHLER Signature Store located 
one block from Harbor East and steps 
away from the National Aquarium.  
FREE PARKING!

take 50% off bathroom design services with this ad
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Martin Maassen, M.D.
Medical Director and Board Certified Physician 

Call and regain the best sex of your LIFE!
410-449-3200
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Medical  Therapeutics

6 Park Center Court, Suite 201 / Owings Mills, MD 21117

let ��������?
Medical ED Therapeutics is a

licensed medical practice committed to the
diagnosis and  n�n���rgi�a��treatment of

Erectile Dysfunction

� �estosterone �orrection�

•  regardless of medical history  age
• Erections lasting 45 minutes, 1 hour or longer
• safe  proven medications
• Consultation, testing and treatments in the privacy of our clinic

By MaRk segaL 
How many of you watched the ABC minise-
ries “When We Rise”? Not many, according 
to the ratings. 

That might be due to several factors, 
among them the way the LGBT history 
series was promoted and its lukewarm re-
views. My take is this:

Overall, the series was more a 
history of San Francisco’s part 
in LGBT history than of the na-
tional movement. That’s great, 
but don’t promote it as LGBT 
history. LGBT history, or rather 
the movement for LGBT rights in 
the U.S., began in 1925, not 1971, 
as you’d believe from “When We 
Rise.”

Major events in our history were 
just one-liners in this miniseries. Dustin Lance 
Black, who spearheaded this project, is and 
has been West coast-oriented, which is fine, 
but to limit our history in such a major proj-
ect might have been its downfall. To be fair, 

the stories were compelling and the series 
weaved in some national LGBT history, but 
all from a San Francisco bent. Those same 
efforts were going on in other cities as well.

In the end, the show is about four indi-
viduals and their travels through that time 
period, 1971 to the present. That’s valid, 
as all personal reflections are, but billing 

them or the overall tenor of San 
Francisco as similar to what we 
in other parts of the country were 
and are experiencing does not 
add up.

San Francisco is important 
to our national struggle but, to 
paraphrase a friend from the 
city, San Francisco is a legend 
in its own mind – but we like it. 

Maybe not the miniseries. t
mark Segal is publisher of Philadel-

Phia Gay News. His new memoir aNd theN i 
daNced is out now. You can follow him oat 
Facebook.com/markSegalPGN or Twitter.
com/PhilaGayNews.

The Rise (and Fall) of an 
LGBT Miniseries

THinking ouTLoud // MARK MY WORDS

 
Throughout the earliest years of the HIV/
AIDS crisis, I deeply admired the fierce 
intellect of the late Martin Delaney, the re-
searcher and advocate who, among many 
other historic accomplishments, founded 
Project Inform, the HIV treatment advoca-
cy group with intimate ties to the commu-
nity.

What I did not know, however, was that 
his staff called him “Bunny.”

A sense of humor 
helps, especially 
when you work for 
an organization with 
a mission statement 
that addresses an 
enormous and some-
times nightmarish pub-
lic health crisis.

My first job in the 
AIDS arena was with 
the Los Angeles Shan-
ti Foundation, which 
trained support volun-
teers to help people with 
AIDS die with dignity by 
providing a non-judgmen-
tal, compassionate presence. At the time, 
with no effective medications and a high 
death rate, providing comfort to the dying 
was our only mission. You cannot imagine 
the emotional toll of being in that blizzard 
of mortality.

And so, on the last Friday of each 
and every month, we closed the offices 
promptly at noon and the staff halted work, 
no exceptions, so that we could engage in 
“Bad Shanti” – the point being to get out 
of the office for a getaway, and the sillier 
the better. We played miniature golf, went 
bowling, walked over to Hollywood Boule-
vard to see a movie (animated Disney pre-
ferred), or had a picnic in the park. Some 
might call it team-building. We saw it as a 
way to protect our sanity.

What If I Told 
You the Project 

Inform Staff Was 
Hilarious?

The HIV landscape may have changed 
since then, but organizations like Project 
Inform take their mission no less seriously. 
Many of them also share a sense of humor 
my fellow staff members at Shanti would 
have appreciated.

When David Evans, director of re-
search advocacy at Project Inform, invit-
ed me to come to San Francisco to cre-
ate a video highlighting the staff, he knew 
my work can lean toward the absurd, and 
that’s exactly what he wanted. The goal 
was to present the hard-working program 
staff of Project Inform as complete human 
beings, beyond their obvious dedication to 
HIV treatment and prevention.

You can judge the results for yourself. 
Suffice it to say that David Evans has a wig 
fixation, director of education Alan McCord 
has a cadre of juicy photos on his phone, 
and program manager Emily Mariko-Sand-
ers has more outlandish costumes at the 
ready than Cher. And that’s only the begin-
ning in this fast-moving video that shows 
you the very heart of the organi-
zation: the peo-

ple who 
do the daily work.

Project Inform was 
founded in 1985 and re-
mains the country’s leading HIV and Hep-
atitis C treatment and prevention advocacy 
agency. They focus on the development of 
effective treatments and a cure; support-
ing individuals to make informed choices 
about their health; advocating for quali-
ty, affordable health care; and promoting 
medical strategies that prevent new infec-
tions.

They accomplish all of this without 
public funding. They depend exclusively 
on the generosity of individuals, business-
es, and private foundations to support their 
vital work. That’s your cue to find out more 
about how you can help them reach their 
goals. t

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

// MY FABULOUS DISEASE

emily Mariko 
sanders, 
program 
manager
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We are led like sheep
To the slaughter

On the altar of ignorance
We resist 

The bribe to be
A lie

and the truth we reflect
Is the truth they deny

Killing us
They are murdering themselves

Unwanted attractions
Causing reactions

In the deepest part of
Scarred psyches

Abused souls
Festering  wounds

Of being whole
Once

She was killed 
Because she dared to live

In the freedom
Of authencity

Those who live lies
Could not see her beauty

So delusional
Madmen not 1960

Insanity 2017
Transboys no longer wanting to serve

Said lie
Rejecting misplaced female assignments

What happens when life gets to rough
When the boy inside of assigned girl

Dares to scream for life
Only to fall on deaf ears

Does anybody hear the sound
Of a transboy’s suicide

Another requiem for the dead
More platitudes of promise

For unity
Solidarity

But as we walk away
Have we forgotten

Who we just remembered
In our mini wars

Within
Have we forgotten 

Who we just remembered
We are led like sheep

To the slaughter on the altar of ignorance.
In our fight for nonprofit dollars

Designing programs nobody comes to
Because we are afraid to leave our homes

Killers, rapists, and general devils
Seek to cast beauty into hell

With instruments of death
We are led like sheep to the slaughter on the altar of ignorance.

And yet for the living
We embrace the dawn

And curse the light shining through blinds
Another day of grinding to live

As shaman and entertainer
As comedian and scapegoat

Who knew trans folks could damn America
For just existing

Would have thought it would have been the karma
Of enslavement

Or genocide
Alive
Living

I am the dream of Sylvia
A child of Marsha

The nephew of Goodrum
The godchild of James

Sheep led to the slaughter on the altar of ignorance
Know the power

Of Our Sacrifice. t
– Merrick Moss

THinking ouTLoud

We Are Led 
Like Sheep

By MonTe ePHRaiM
chase Brexton Health care’s lGBT Health 
Resource center

Alzheimer’s disease can be devastat-
ing not just to LGBT individuals living with 
the diagnosis, but to their caregivers and 
loved ones who face an uncertain future.

In an effort to provide resources, coun-
seling and comfort to those affected by 
Alzheimer’s, the LGBT Health Resource 
Center of Chase Brexton Health Care will 
begin a new Alzheimer’s Support Group. 
The group will meet on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month beginning April 26th, 
at Chase Brexton’s Mount Vernon Center 
(1111 North Charles Street, Baltimore). 

We asked Kelli Abbott, community out-
reach counselor at the LGBT Health Re-
source Center, to discuss the program and 
the hope it will offer to individuals with Alz-
heimer’s disease or caring for those who 
are.

what effects can alzheimer’s dis-
ease have that are unique to the LgBT 
community?

kelli abbott: LGBT individuals facing 
Alzheimer’s disease, or assisting someone 
who is, can have difficulty accessing 
quality health care, finding 
support, and disclosing 
their sexuality.  It is 
important for both 
the person with Alz-
heimer’s and their 
caregiver to seek 
supportive health 
care providers. 
In addition, some 
LGBT individuals do 
not have a family of 
origin present in their lives who 
can be relied on during difficult times. Also, 
some may worry about health care provid-
ers reacting negatively to their sexual ori-
entation. It is important to find other sourc-
es of support as you face the demands of 
caregiving and daily life.  The Alzheimer’s 
Association operates a 24/7 helpline at 
800-272-3900 – all calls are confidential. 

what aspects of coping with alzhei-
mer’s disease are hardest for the indi-
vidual diagnosed with it?

ka: An Alzheimer’s diagnosis can be 
difficult and life-changing, and many af-

fected by the disease fear losing them-
selves as a person. They may forget basic 
things such as where they left their keys, 
or forget long-term memories of family, 
and they may not be able to do things in-
dependently, such as going to the grocery 
store, paying bills, or walking the dog.  The 
individual suffering from the disease has 
to cope with letting others help them in a 
transition that will never be reversed.

what aspects of the disease are 
hardest for that person’s friends, family 
and loved ones?

ka: Caregivers taking care of some-
one with Alzheimer’s disease can face a 
tremendous amount of stress.  Many care-
givers suffer from denial and anger, some 
experience social isolation from friends 
and activities, and may slowly start to with-
draw from their normal routine due to the 
stress of caring for their loved one. This 
may also affect their work life, or their own 
family dynamics. Caregiving is often a full-
time and unpaid job for many, can be very 
exhausting, and may bring on depression 
and anxiety. Caregivers should seek out 
help and make time to take care of them-
selves. 

why did our LgBT Health Resource 
Center decide to start the new alzhei-
mer’s support group?

ka: We found that some Resource 
Center clients and others who are part 
of our SAGECAP program were either 
caregiving for someone who suffers from 

dementia, knows someone living with 
dementia, or are living with it 

themselves.  The need to ex-
pand our caregiving sup-

port programs to include 
a group specifically for 
Alzheimer’s caregivers 
and sufferers was clear.

what kinds of 
support will this new 

group provide?
ka: This group will 

provide participants with 
a safe space, the comfort to 

speak their minds and concerns, 
and the opportunity to access valuable in-
formation and resources.  The group will 
include an Alzheimer’s Association mem-
ber and trainer, along with our SAGECAP 
program community outreach counselor. 
The group will reach out to the LGBT com-
munity and allies share their experiences 
with others dealing with similar situations.  
The group will be held once a month on 
every fourth Wednesday beginning April 
26; for more information, visit Resource 
Center.lgbt or call 410-837-2050 x1049. t

Chase Brexton 
Offering New 

Alzheimer’s Disease 
Support Group

quaLiTy oF LiFe // HEALTH & WELLNESS
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sunlight and getting outside the house may 
help to lift her depression.

I absolutely agree with you that she 
should be seen by a mental health profes-
sional as soon as possible. It might help her 
if you or someone else that’s close to her 
would, with her agreement, make the ap-
pointment and go with her to the visit. In a 
case of depression this severe, anti-depres-
sant medication is almost always useful.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I have been taking two prescription med-

ications for depression for more than five 
years. I am stable, feel well, and I haven’t 
noticed any side effects. I recently got in-
volved with a new friend who is very warm 
and caring but is also pushing me to get off 
the medicine because her religion believes 
antidepressant medicines are poison and 
that psychiatry is of the devil. I don’t really 
think so, myself, but I have been taking this 
medicine for a long time and I wonder if it 
would be safe to try stopping it. What do you 
think?

Debating 

Dear Debating,
Although I cannot be sure because I 

don’t know your history, given that you are 
doing well, are stable, and are not having 

any side effects it seems to me 
that you have a chronic 
illness that is being suc-
cessfully treated, and 
there is no real reason 
to stop taking the med-
icine. If you do decide 
you want to stop it, don’t 
do that without medical 
supervision. Some an-

t i - depressant medications 
must be tapered slowly and with some, you 
can get rebound depression if it is stopped 
too abruptly. Most importantly, this should be 
your decision, not your friend’s.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I have been taking medicine for depres-

sion for about 18 months. It worked well and 
now I’m feeling fine. I don’t see any reason 
why I shouldn’t just stop it, but my partner 
thinks I should go back and see the doctor 
first. What is your opinion? 

Feeling Better

Dear Better,
In this case I agree with your partner, for 

the reasons listed in my answer to the pre-
vious letter. Please keep in mind that more 
than half of patients who have one episode 
of major depression will have another. If you 
are going to go off the medicine, it’s import-

quaLiTy oF LiFe // HEALTH & WELLNESS

lean on, and can lean on us, when we need 
support? What is a relationship if you can’t 
share your fears and anxieties? 

Let me be clear that I am not suggesting 
a partner, a friend, or a family member take 
on the role of therapist. Counseling would be 
the direction to go when the load is too much, 
just as a physician is to be sought when home 
remedies are insufficient. But if you are deal-
ing with issues that drain your resources, take 
the risk and reach out to people you are close 
to. You probably know how rewarding it is 
when you yourself help another human being. 
When someone tells you that you really made 
a difference in his or her life, you know how 
good that makes you feel. So allow another 
person feel that warmth. Make their day by 
holding their hand to cross the perilous street. 

The foundation for us to seek a partner 
is the need to emotionally connect and expe-
rience shared joy. In these times, unlike past 
history, the financial and social benefits of 
having a partner have decreased and in some 
cases, are nil. But the need to connect? That is 
always there as long as we are human beings. 

And hard times, one way or another, will 
always exist for one of us or for both. It is not 
a weakness to seek comfort in another per-
son – it is what will sustain our inner strength 
and reinforce our resilience. t

What happens when a person in a relation-
ship has to be a caretaker, or experiences a 
loss so that their focus shifts away from the 
partner? Under the best of circumstances, 
much mental, and oftentimes physical, ener-
gy would be directed elsewhere. Sometimes 
it also means financial resources are taken 
away from the home front. How does one 
deal with the sense of not being as directly 
emotionally or physically involved?

Such challenging situations can bring peo-
ple together, or drive them apart. If your partner 
is dealing with the illness of a family member, 
he/she may look to you for support, and for 
strength at times of crisis, or they may withdraw 
into a place where they deal with it on their own. 
As a result, either person may feel abandoned. 
We all carry a deep sense of fears about aban-
donment. Some of us deal with it better by con-
fronting the fear, taking a look at how real it is, 
and finding comfort in friends, family, or spiritu-
ality. But what if you are all on your own and feel 
you have to carry the burden individually?

Such stressful times create life’s difficult 
moments, and the salve lies in our connec-
tions to other people. To quote that well-
known wise man, Muhammad Ali: “He who is 
not courageous enough to take risks will ac-
complish nothing in life.” I often hear people’s 
reluctance to confide in friends, or to seek 
help in any context because “I don’t want to 
burden others with my problems.” So what is 
friendship for? Are they not people we can 

Loss for One,
Loss for All?

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am very concerned about my sister. We 

are both adults in our 20s. She has had de-
pression on and off for many years, but this 
time it seems worse. She will sit and cry for 
hours and sometimes refuses to speak. She 
doesn’t want to leave the house at all, and 
I haven’t been able to get her to agree to 
see a mental health professional –  she says 
she’s tried that before and it didn’t help. I’m 
not saying very much to her either, because 
I’m afraid of saying something that could 
make it worse. Can you suggest what to say 
and what not to say, and any other ideas 
how I can help her?

Sibling

Dear Sibling,
Avoiding talking to 

your sister also commu-
nicates a message. Not 
speaking to her may 
make her feel more re-
jected, as if you think 
it’s no use to try to talk 
to her.

One good guideline 
is to speak in “I” phrases rather then “you” 
phrases. For example, instead of saying 
“What’s wrong?” or “What’s the matter (with 
you)?”  you could say something like, “I care 
about you very much and I want to do any-
thing I can to help you.” Don’t be discour-
aged if she says something like, “You don’t 
love me, and there’s nothing you can do 
to help me.”  Those are typical depressive 
thoughts, but it it will still help her to hear you 
say supportive things, as often as possible. 
You can also tell her what’s going on with 
you, about your day – in other words, talk to 
her the same way you would if she were not 
depressed.

Your instinctive feeling that it is bad for 
her not to leave the house is correct. Start 
with her backyard if she has one, and try to 
get her to come outside with you or other al-
lies for at least 20 minutes at a time. Twice a 
day would be ideal. Although medication and 
counseling are both needed as well, both the 

Questions About
Depression

ant for you first to be well-informed on two 
things:

1) The possible effects of withdrawing 
from the specific medication you are taking 
and the best way to withdraw from it.

2) The early signs of recurrent depres-
sion, so that if you do need re-treatment 
in the future you can identify the problem 
early and not wait until you are severely de-
pressed.  t

eva Hersh md is a Baltimore family phy-
sician. Send your questions and comments 
to dr.eva@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh
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an Easter egg hunt, and a big dinner with lots 
of family or a family or community Seder (the 
Passover dinner complete with the story of 
from slavery to freedom) and searching for 
the afikomen.

Or, maybe you are from the generation 
where your parents wanted you to discover 
your spirituality without any of their precon-
ceived notions. For some, having no founda-
tion can either lead to a period of discovery or 
longing. There are so many paths available 
– yoga, meditation, religion – so many doors 
to open and explore. May I suggest that you 
start with friends. Talk to them about their 
experiences, where they feel fulfilled, where 
they feel welcomed, and see if that offers you 
the same feelings.

Maybe you have been searching for a 
way to celebrate your 
birth religion. This 
can be easy. You can 
find a religious home 
closely connected to 
your upbringing and 
join in their celebra-
tions. 

Unfortunately, for 
many we were turned 
away from churches 
or synagogues be-
cause of who we love. 

This leaves to hurting. Now what? Religion 
can give us so much. Grounded in a spiritual 
practice, we know a strength that we can fall 
back on when times become difficult. When 
this is endangered with homophobia, we can 
be shaken to our very roots. Many just turn 
away from any formal religion. They give up.

I would suggest that instead of giving 
up you try again. Many religions have come 
around to understanding that we, the LGBTQ 
community, should be welcome in their doors. 
They have gone to the effort to become “wel-
coming” congregations. I suggest you start 
there. You will find a listing of religious organi-
zations on page 19 of this issue. And of course, 
you are welcome to send me an email. t

contact the author at rebtova@rebtova.org

I attended a bar mitzvah this week. The 
young man spoke about his life journey. 
Coming from an interfaith home, he consid-
ered himself agnostic, later he recognized a 
spiritual awareness, and ended up becoming 
religious. This was 
an incredible journey 
and insight from a 
13-year-old. It made 
me wonder. Could I 
have labeled myself 
as religious or spiritu-
al or perhaps both at 
13? 

Spirituality for me 
is knowing that there 
is something much 
greater than myself, 
a hope and longing that I am not alone. It 
is a rainbow, a flower, a cloud, a birth, and 
even a death. Religion, on the other hand, is 
based on a spiritual existence that is rooted 
in a theology, whether Christianity, Judaism, 
Buddhism, Wiccan, or other organized faiths. 

I was raised in a Jewish home, but it was 
a “social” Judaism, not religious. We celebrat-
ed the holidays, but the reason for them was 
definitely missing. Lucky for me, I was able to 
find a path that brought religion and spirituali-
ty into my own life. 

For many, raised in a religious home, hol-
idays bring up all kinds of memories. If you 
are one of the lucky ones, the memories are 
good, filled with joy. Memories of Easter or 
Passover – maybe a beautiful church service, 

Speaks
Spirt

By Rabbi Jan Dodi

Spirituality Is...

“Spirituality for me 
is knowing that there 

is something much 
greater than myself. It 
is a rainbow, a flower, a 
cloud, a birth, and even 

a death.”

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

True Harmony Events is an elite group of DJs and wedding planning 
professionals that break the mold; We love music and we love being 

a part of people's lives. 
We plan events and weddings that take the event to another level 

and people to another place.
 Our team is unrivaled in music knowledge, each one with

a specialty. There is not a style of music around that we don't
have in our catalog of more than a million songs.

From music to planning, our team is specialized in planning
the perfect event.  

From start to finish or day-of coordination we have you covered!

 202-798-6544  •  trueharmonydjs.com/lgbt.html 
Consultations are free and available 7 days a week.

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

UPLIGHTS   DANCE LIGHTS  DJ/MC
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Ask your healthcare provider if ODEFSEY is right for you, 
and visit ODEFSEY.com to learn more.

ODEFSEY does not 
cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Please see Important Facts about ODEFSEY including important warnings on the following page.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

RADIANCE 
SHOW YOUR
RADIANCE RADIANCE RADIANCE 
ODEFSEY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day HIV-1 treatment 
for people 12 years and older who are either new to treatment 
and have less than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood or 
people whose healthcare provider determines they can replace 
their current HIV-1 medicines with ODEFSEY.

What are the other possible side effects of ODEFSEY? 
Serious side effects of ODEFSEY may also include: 
• Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Skin rash is a common side effect of ODEFSEY. 
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ODEFSEY

ODEFSEY may cause serious side effects, including: 
• Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 

emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any of 
these symptoms: feeling very weak or tired, unusual muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any of these symptoms: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow (jaundice); dark “tea-colored” urine; loss of appetite; light-colored bowel movements 
(stools); nausea; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your stomach area.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. ODEFSEY is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking ODEFSEY. Do 
not stop taking ODEFSEY without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to 
check your health regularly for several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are female, very 
overweight, or have been taking ODEFSEY or a similar medicine for a long time.

ABOUT ODEFSEY

•  ODEFSEY is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years of age and older 
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and who have an amount of HIV-1 in their blood 
(“viral load”) that is no more than 100,000 copies/mL. ODEFSEY can also be used to replace 
current HIV-1 medicines for some people who have an undetectable viral load (less than  
50 copies/mL), have been on the same HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months, have never 
failed HIV-1 treatment, and whose healthcare provider determines that they meet certain 
other requirements. 

• ODEFSEY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent 
passing HIV-1 to others. 

Do NOT take ODEFSEY if you:
• Take a medicine that contains: carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, 

Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), dexamethasone (Ozurdex®, Maxidex®, Decadron®, Baycadron™), 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant®), esomeprazole (Nexium®, Vimovo®), lansoprazole (Prevacid®), 
omeprazole (Prilosec®, Zegerid®), oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®), pantoprazole sodium 
(Protonix®), phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Dilantin-125®, Phenytek®), 
rabeprazole (Aciphex®), rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®),  
or rifapentine (Priftin®).

• Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
• Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF ODEFSEY

ODEFSEY can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About ODEFSEY” section.
• Severe skin rash and allergic reactions.
• Depression or mood changes.
• Changes in liver enzymes.
• Changes in body fat.
• Changes in your immune system. 
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
• Bone problems.

The most common side effects of rilpivirine, one of the medicines in ODEFSEY,  
are depression, trouble sleeping (insomnia), and headache.
The most common side effect of emtricitabine and tenofovir alafenamide, two of the 
medicines in ODEFSEY, is nausea.
These are not all the possible side effects of ODEFSEY. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any new symptoms while taking ODEFSEY.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with ODEFSEY. 

BEFORE TAKING ODEFSEY

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, mental health (depression or suicidal thoughts), or liver 

problems, including hepatitis infection.
• Have any other medical condition.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 

because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be  

taken with ODEFSEY.

HOW TO TAKE ODEFSEY

• ODEFSEY is a complete 1-pill, once-a-day HIV-1 medicine. 
• Take ODEFSEY with a meal.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• This is only a brief summary of important information about ODEFSEY.  
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

• Go to ODEFSEY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
• If you need help paying for your medicine, visit ODEFSEY.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about  
ODEFSEY® and does not replace talking to your healthcare  
provider about your condition and your treatment.(oh-DEF-see)

ODEFSEY, the ODEFSEY Logo, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related  
companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. Version date: March 2016

© 2016 Gilead Sciences, Inc.  All rights reserved. ODEC0054 08/16
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JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK
Apr. 9, 9:45 a.m., Palm Procession
Apr. 9, 11 a.m., Palm Sunday Worship
Apr. 16, 6 a.m., Sunrise Service 
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Note:  The Sunrise Service is in Federal Hill Park. 
Learn more about our Holy Week activities:
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By Ryan CLaRk
Everyman’s new associate artistic director, 
Noah Himmelstein, takes the helm of los 
Otros, a new musical making its world pre-
miere in Baltimore. I had the opportunity to 
chat via email with Himmelstein, McLane and 
Everyman’s artistic director, Vincent M. Lan-
cisi.

Ryan Clark:Why did you pick this play? 
noah Himmelstein: My favorite kind of 

theater is the unconventional – and when I 
read the script, I was struck by the contradic-
tions between these two characters, and find-
ing the commonality within their differences. 
Like Romeo & Juliet or West Side Story, it’s 
the kind of tension that makes for most great 
storytelling. So that, combined with such an 
incredibly soulful and sonorous musical score 
– I was immediately attracted to the enor-
mous, wonderful challenge of directing this 
work. 

RC:How has los Otros evolved from the 
2012 debut at the Mark Taper? 

nH: There’s no formula to creating new 
work – it’s about the creation, not the fin-
ish. Here we’ve taken a very imaginative 
magical-realism story and worked with the 
creators, Ellen Fitzhugh and Michael John 
LaChiusa, to produce a drastically different 
version, to see it anew. Michael John is may-
be the most prolific contemporary composer 
– a remarkable force of nature. RC:Could you 
elaborate on how the play explores cultural 
and sexual identity? 

nH: Being a gay man, I often see the gay 
experience represented only by beautiful gay 
white men with perfect bodies. Being able to 
share such a full, expressive account of a 
middle-aged gay man of another race, hav-
ing just as much eroticism and titillation and 
joy and heartbreak in the gay experience, is 
a privilege. 

judy McLane (“Lillian” in Los Otros): 
As a woman of a certain age, living in an age-
ist society, it’s really important to tell the story 
of two people who have “lived” as much as Lil-
lian and Carlos have. Lillian is a woman who 
has had many different kinds of experiences 
throughout many different levels and ages of 
her life and – whether sexually, culturally, or a 
certain way that we are raised – each experi-
ence can affect us and influence how we think 
of “the other.” Our perspectives can change 
by the people we meet and come in contact 
with. This woman finds these amazing expe-
riences and learns from them and takes from 
them and her life becomes richer because of 
it. I think these are subjects who we generally 
don’t see a lot of, but our elders have a lot to 
offer – and these two characters are people 
of a certain age who have lived and experi-
enced a lot. 

nH: That’s beautiful, Judy. That’s the 
play. 

RC:The play seems to explore issues 
that are quite germane to what is happening 
in 2017 – immigration, LGBTQ issues, etc. 
When Everyman’s season was announced, it 
was before the 2016 election. How has the 
election impacted your work on the play in 
rehearsal? 

jM: The timeliness of this piece has been 
in the forefront of my mind. When I read los 
Otros after the election, I thought how much 
we as a society need to be embracing “the 
other” in a new way, walking in each other’s 
shoes. This political climate is almost forcing 
us to do it, as this play is, saying, “Look at 
the other side. Look at The Other. Who is in 
there?”

nH: Yes – and how everybody else has 
influenced each of us. Our lives would be far 
less rich without the unconscious influence of 
“the other.” To say that we aren’t influenced 
by anyone else is a lie. 

RC:It is fair to say that Chita Rivera is a 
gay icon! Judy, what was it like to work with 
her? What did you learn from her? How has 
she influenced your work as an artist? 

jM: She is a gay icon! But she is also 
an icon just in general. Philip Hernandez 
(who plays “Carlos” in los Otros) and I both 
worked together with Chita in Kiss of the Spi-
der Woman. I get emotional when I talk about 
her because of what she taught me about 
how to lead a company. Besides being a star 
– a brilliant performer – she’s really a gypsy 
at heart. She taught me how you come, you 
show up, and you do the work – it’s about that 
one common goal of bringing people together 
for a show, no matter who you are. But there 
was also always a jarful of peanut M&Ms, and 
she was always accessible, we were always 
welcome – the door was always open. She 
led with grace – and that’s what I learned that 
from her and have drawn from at many times 
in my life – especially with mamma mia for 11 
years! One time I asked Chita if she would 
attend an animal shelter benefit I was pro-
ducing, and she came in a heartbeat. She is 
incredibly good-hearted and brings both the 
fun and joy and the moral work ethic and dis-
cipline – an amazing leader. 

RC:Any scoops on next season at Every-
man? 

Vincent M. Lancisi (founding artistic 
director): We’re thrilled to open our 2017-
18 season with a production of M Butterfly, a 
compelling theatrical masterpiece examining 
the blindness of the human heart. Subscrip-
tions for the new season – which includes six 
plays in total, a combination of new and clas-
sic work  – will be announced in just a few 
weeks.  t

The Artists of Los Otros

eileen Rivera & aimé 
dotnna kelly in The 
White Snake 
credit: Richard Anderson

LiVeLy aRTs // OUT ON STAGE

By Ryan CLaRk
It’s always exciting to see new theatre 
work happening in Baltimore. While the 
Hippodrome presents revivals of popular 
Broadway musicals, Everyman Theatre 
(just a few blocks west) is taking a big risk 
by bringing an entirely new musical theatre 
to Baltimore.

los Otros (“The Others”) tells the story 
of Lillian and Carlos, who are navigating 
culture, racism, immigration, and 

sexual identity in the mid to late 20th 
century. We first meet the child Lillian, who 
is captivated with a Mexican migrant family 
– she and her friends provide food for the 
immigrants in se-
cret. This fascina-
tion with “the other” 
continues through-
out her adulthood, 
manifesting itself 
in many forms in-
cluding, a one-night 
stand with a young 
Mexican boy and 
a fraught relation-
ship with a Mexican 
maid. Next we meet 
Carlos, who after experiencing a terrify-
ing hurricane with his mother, relocates to 
America as a young boy. We learn of his 
early homosexual urges and his battle with 
assimilation. Both of these narratives are 
told separately through a series of musical 
ballads. It isn’t until the final moments of 
the play that the relationship between Lil-
lian and Carlos becomes clear. 

Aptly directed by Everyman Theatre’s 

new associate artistic director Noah Him-
melstein, the production features two 
New York powerhouses – Judy McLane 
and Philip Hernandez. These two actors 
completely drive the action of this musical 
while never leaving the stage for 90 min-
utes. Daniel Ettinger’s set creates a gor-
geous world of Southwestern earth tones 
complimented by a sliding set of upstage 
walls that reveal regional California carv-

ings. 
The chal-

lenge with los 
Otros is the 
lack of conflict 
in the script – 
the play is es-
sentially two 
“one person 
shows” (in mu-
sical form.). 
While I’m a 
fan of some 
s o l o - p e r f o r -
mance the-
atre (David 
Drake’s The 
Night lar-
ry Krammer 
Kissed me is 
a stand-out), 

the struggle with this 
type of theatre is creating conflict without 
another actor on the stage. During los 
Otros I was reminded of the Greek theatre 
where all of the action occurs off-stage. 

Characters tell the 
audience what hap-
pened thus creating 
conflict. los Otros 
missed the mark be-
cause (with a few 
notable exceptions) 
the “off stage” conflict 
wasn’t that dynam-
ic. This entirely rests 
at the feet of Ellen 
Fitzhugh’s tepid book 
and lyrics. Hernandez 

and Mclane along with Himmelsein’s direc-
tion do the best with what they’ve got.

Finally, the play does have some golden 
moments about immigration, white privilege, 
and sexual identity that resonate in the cur-
rent political climate. I also applaud this ef-
fort to bring new work like this to Baltimore 
– a town often drowned in revivals! t

For more information about los otros, 
check out everymantheatre.org.

Los Otros World Premiere 
at Everyman Theatre

Carlos 
(Philip 

Hernandez)
and Lillian 

(judy 
McLane) in 

Los Otros
credit: Clinton B. 

Photography

“The play has some 
golden moments about 

immigration, white 
privilege, and sexual 
identity that resonate 

in the current political 
climate.”
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NOW ON STAGE - JUNE 11

that time-period. She rep-
resents all the innocent 
people, who died from 
AIDS, at that time. Beau-
tiful souls who had to face 
what her fate was. She 
had to face those stories 
and continue to be a bea-
con of light on the stage. 
She is light at the end of 
the tunnel, though her tun-
nel ended sooner.” Merino 
admitted he felt a weight-
ed sense of responsibility 
in this role. “I put a lot of 
pressure on myself to do 
the best show I possibly 
can, no matter if I’m tired 
or not feeling well. [Angel] 
deserves it. The people 
who see [the show] de-
serve the best Angel I can 

Rent’s Angel Spreads Her Wings 
Over Baltimore

LiVeLy aRTs // OUT ON STAGE

—continued from page 1
give, and I try my hardest every time.”

Since it’s 1996 opening, Rent has con-
tinued to shine light into the shadows of liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS in society. “Though 

we have made many 
medical advancements 
in America, it’s still such 
a global problem,” Me-
rino continued. “At the 
time Rent was written 
it was such a domestic 
problem that we, as a 
society, didn’t even fo-
cus on it being a global 
issue. We still need to 
address this issue today 
in both politics and poli-
cy-making. There needs 
to be some type of glob-
al revolution. It’s so sad 
to know that millions are 
dying, and I can’t begin 
to explain how sad that 
is for both this cast and 
company.” t

By FRankie kujawa
The fabulously hilarious comedian, Pop-
py Champlin, brings her Queer Queens 
of Qomedy show to Baltimore’s Magoo-
by’s this April. Champlin, along with fellow 
Qomedy Queens Gina Yashere and Crist 
Guzman, plan to deliver a diverse show 

which will have 

audiences doubled-over, 
laughing in their seats. 

“Audiences can expect a very 
professional, very high-class, 
all-lesbian comedy show,” Cham-
plin explained. “They headlin-
er of this performance is really 
Gina [Yashere]. She is just smoking 
it! She recently returned from performing 
in Singapore and Vietnam and became 
such a huge star overseas.” Yashere, who 
broke into the American comedy scene 
with appearances on NBC’s “Last Comic 
Standing,” is an enigmatic comedian in her 
own right. “She was born in England with 
Nigerian parents.” Champlin continued. 
“It’s just such a diverse group of perform-
ers for this show.” 

Champlin also praised Texas-native 
Crist Guzman, who rounds out the hilar-
ious trio with her exuberant talent. “She 
is doing great things in Texas and is a re-
ally funny, youthful, married lesbian. She 
has a whole set of jokes about marriage 
in the LGBT community.” The ever-humble 
Champlin added that she tends to think 
of herself as the ring leader of the per-
formance. “I am pretty high-energy. I just 
keep the ball rolling. It’s a classy show 
that’s high-energy and delivers comedy. In 
my opinion, it will be one of the best shows 
you’ll see all year.”

The Queer Queens of Qomedy formed 
out of Champlin’s desire to bring diverse 
comedians together. “I am the creator and 
producer of [the show],” Champlin ex-

plained. “Some other lesbian comics can 
go in and sell out a show. These are com-
ics like Wanda Sykes or Ellen DeGeneres. 
Of course, I’d love to be like one of those 
headliners who can sell out a giant theater, 
but that doesn’t happen right away. So, I 
usually bring three comics together for a 
performance. It becomes such a more di-

verse show.” Champlin laughed. 
“It’s like little lesbian festival.”

Now in its 12th year, the Queer 
Queens of Qomedy also reaches 
out to local organizations to give 
back to the communities in which 
they are performing. “I try to get 
everyone involved, like Balti-
more’s Gay and Lesbian Com-
munity Center of Baltimore (GL-

C C B ) . ” 

Champlin add-
ed that the GLC-
CB is on board 
as a sponsor and will receive a 
portion of the proceeds. “It’s the communi-
ty coming together for this type of event. I 
like bringing different people together.”

Champlin, who has been doing come-
dy for the last 30 years, has travelled ex-
tensively with her comedic wit. “I lived in 
Los Angeles for 14 years and Chicago for 
eight years before that. I closed the Gay 
Games in Chicago in front of 5,000 people 
in Wrigley Field. I’ve performed in televi-
sion for Showtime, Logo, HBO, and Com-
edy Central.” The Rhode Island native has 
since returned to her roots. “I’m back, now, 
in Rhode Island.” Champlin added. “But 
I’m very excited to return to Baltimore. I 
was in town last year and we had a great 
show. We almost sold out! And Magoo-
by’s is a great venue because it has that 
theater seating.” Champlin added that the 
show is open to all who love to laugh. “I 
highly encourage the gay men to come out 
and be part of this comedy community, as 
well. You’re going to find you won’t regret 
it!” t

Queer Queens of ‘Qomedy’ 
Take Baltimore by Storm

gina yashere, 
Crist 
guzman, 
and Poppy 
Champlin are 
queens for 
the day!

david
Merino
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By FRankie kujawa
Toby’s Dinner Theatre breathes new life into the 
tale as old as time this month as Beauty and the 
Beast waltzes its way into the hearts of audi-
ences. Running from March 23rd to June 11th, 
the Disney classic blossoms under the helm of 
choreographer and director Mark Minnick.

“Mark was a one-man band this time,” 
explains Jane C. Boyle, who plays Madame 
de la Grande Bouche in the production. 
“A lot of his stuff is fresh – 
and very clever, as well.”

Along with her appreci-
ation of Minnick’s direction, 
Boyle also praised musical 
director Ross Scott Raw-
lings for his work. “He is 
just top-notch. He has done 
tours and is brilliant. He’s 
done wonderful work with 
the ensemble and our six-
piece band.” 

Boyle, who has been 
performing at Toby’s on 
and off since the 90s, most recently played the 

role of Parthy in Toby’s Showboat. “I always 
feel like I’m home at Toby’s. I’ve been there for 
so many years, and you develop relationships 
over time,” she said, adding that even though 
Disney’s film version of Beauty and the Beast 
is currently in theaters, it hasn’t stopped the 
fans from coming out in droves to see the To-
by’s musical. “When I heard months ago that I 
was cast, and the movie was coming out at the 
same time ,I was a little concerned. But we are 
currently at 97% sold out.”

“Audiences are very 
excited,” Boyle contin-
ued. “They are going 
to be transported into 
another world. To us, it’s 
about the characters and 
their journey and the way 
they go about their lives 
and transformation. Every-
one transforms in this per-
formance.”

For more info, tickets, 
and show dates, it’s Tobys-
dinnertheatre.com. t

A Tale as Old as Time Gets 
the Toby’s Treatment

By FRankie kujawa
Shakespeare, in describing the death 
of the compelling Cleopatra, once wrote 
“Now boast thee, death, in thy posses-
sion lies a lass unparallel’d.” Audiences 
can now relish in the passionate tragedy 
that is antony & cleopatra as Baltimore 
Shakespeare Factory’s production of the 
Shakespeare classic takes the stage this 
month. Running from March 31st to April 
23rd, antony & cleopatra is the tragic love 
story of two of history’s most ardent lovers. 

“antony & cleopatra is one of Shake-
speare’s most interesting plays,” explains 
Assistant Director Jonas Grey. “It’s defi-
nitely a love story and a lot of people are 
familiar with that. It takes place in history 
when the world, as we knew it, was 
in utter chaos,” Grey 
laughs, adding, “So it’s 
timely.”

Grey, who has 
served as education-
al director for the Bal-
timore Shakespeare 
Factory (BSF) since 
last summer, is admit-
tedly biased to this 
production. “It’s one 
of my favorite Shake-
speare plays. This 
production is being 
performed with orig-
inal pronunciation. 
So, audiences will 
get to experience 
this performance as 
close as we can get 
it to the way audiences heard it performed 
400 years ago.” Grey added, “In fact, as 
far as any of us know, this will be the first 
time that modern audiences will have an 
opportunity to hear this play in this style 
of pronunciation. No one else has done it.” 
Grey continued to explain that much of the 
nuance and rhyming from Shakespeare’s 
original classics have been lost over the 
years due to the translation of the works. 
“There are moments when the puns get 
missed in Modern English.”

As educational director for the BSF, 
Grey has also worked to develop an educa-
tional program to help bring Shakespeare 
into many of the classrooms around the 
Baltimore community. “We’ve come to-
gether to develop a mission statement for 
a program that would allow us to reach as 
many students as possible. Our goal is to 
develop residencies and after-school pro-

grams for students ranging in grades three 
through 12, though I’m perfectly happy 
to see kindergarten through 12 at some 
point, too.” Grey added that experiences 
such as this would be wonderful for kids 
of all ages. “We have a belief that, through 
performance-based activities, you can pro-
vide students with a positively transforma-
tive experience through the use of Shake-
speare.” 

Grey recounted a recent student who 
didn’t want to play Juliet because she felt 
she wasn’t the right body type, and he en-
couraged the girl to find an example in the 
material to support a specific “ideal view” 
of Juliet. The girl, upon failing to find it, 
proceeded with her performance in the 
role. “Afterwards,” Grey continued, “her 

mother told me that her daughter’s en-
tire demean-

or had changed. She 
had blossomed and her whole sense of 
self was altered for the better. I think that’s 
the power of Shakespeare.”

Along with building self-esteem and 
confidence through education of Shake-
speare, Grey hopes to present Shake-
speare in a way that is collective for all 
audiences. “The themes in Shakespeare 
are so universal and, in our opinion, no 
one has ever written them better. You have 
revenge, romance, racism, misogyny, and 
xenophobia. And then, in saying all these 
things, I’m also talking about the front 
page of the newspaper. Themes that were 
absolutely relevant in Shakespeare’s time 
are still relevant for society today.” t 

For more info and tickets for antony & 
cleopatra, visit Baltimoreshakespearefac-
tory.org.

Shakespeare Factory Breathes 
New Life into Old Master

john 
david
grey

jane C. 
Boyle
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Classic Tale Brought 
to Life

magic on dis-
play here to set 
it apart enough 
but not so far 
as to be totally 
alien to the fans. 
If you’re remak-
ing a movie mu-
sical and using 
all of the origi-
nal songs and 
telling a familiar story, you can’t throw the 
fans off by making something so different 
that they’ll hate it. Some of these critics 
need to get down off of their high horses. 
I think the animated film is wonderful, but 
the live action version really grabbed my 
heart, even if I do have one little nitpick 
that I’ll get to in a moment.

The human cast of Beauty and the 
Beast, or rather those playing non-en-
chanted humans, are absolute perfection. 
Watson really brings Belle to life, able to 
fend off Gaston’s advances as well as the 
Beast’s threatening nature when she dis-
covers her father (Kevin Kline) is impris-
oned. She’s a feisty heroine that any little 
girl can look up to, smart, brave and kind. 
Evans is a hoot as the egomaniac Gaston, 
but as he starts out the film as a bit of an 
oafish musclehead, he really becomes a 
villain you despise as he tries to have Belle 
and her father locked away while he goes 
off to kill the Beast. Josh Gad is also ter-
rific as Gaston’s servant (?) LeFou, serv-
ing up a lot of innuendo, pretty innocent at 
that, that some people have found objec-
tionable even before seeing the film. But 
this is a story about accepting yourself and 
others without making snap judgments. If 
there’s any “agenda” here, it’s one of in-
clusiveness.

Dan Stevens has the hardest role as 
the Beast, buried for the majority of the 
film under a ton of computer-generated 
makeup and costuming, but in the close-
up shots of his face, he manages to bring 
quite a lot of emotion to the role whether 
it’s anger, confusion, disgust or love. A re-
markable achievement since he basically 
had to play the role twice to meld all of the 
special effects needed to bring the Beast 
to life.

And herein lies my previously men-
tioned nitpick: the close-ups of the Beast 
are amazingly realistic. You’d swear Ste-

By CHuCk dunCan
It’s the “tale as old as time” that Disney 
brought to the big screen in a wondrous 
animated version back in 1991, scoring the 
first ever Best Picture Oscar nomination 
for an animated film (and still the only one 
to this day). Then Disney saw more mag-
ic (and profit potential) in producing a live 
Broadway musical version in 1994 where 
it was nominated for nine Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical, winning for Best 
Costume Design. And now everything is 
coming full circle as Disney brings Beauty 
and the Beast back to the big screen as 
a live action musical (with heavy doses of 
computer-graphic animation).

You know the story: “odd” girl Belle 
(Emma Watson), odd only because she, 
horrors, likes to read and has ambitions 
that don’t include settling down with the 
overbearingly macho Gaston (Luke Ev-

ans), finds herself at first a prisoner, then a 
guest of sorts, in the hidden castle inhabit-
ed by animated furniture and utensils and 
a Beast, who is actually a cruel, heartless 
prince with a curse on his head. Of course, 
the curse can be broken if the Beast can 
find love, but time is running out as the pet-
als on an enchanted rose begin to fall. You 
know the rest.

If you’ve loved the animated film for the 
past 26 years, you are most likely going to 
love the new movie as well. Many critics 
are giving the new film unjustifiably bad re-
views because they say it’s pretty much a 
shot-for-shot remake of the cartoon but ... 
so what? There is certainly enough movie 

Disney’s new 
Beauty and 

the Beast 
shifts fantasy 
into hyperreal 

overdrive

LiVeLy aRTs // OUT ON SCREEN

vens was buried under a ton of prosthet-
ics, but it’s all digital wizardry. It’s the wider 
shots of the Beast, particularly when he’s 
walking, that just look a little wonky, almost 
like stop motion animation. Additionally, 
some of the shots which required comput-
er-graphic imagery (CGI) environments, 
such as the rolling hills outside of Belle’s 
village, are also a bit too hyper-realistic. 
I noticed it all, and I’m usually a stickler 
for expecting these things to be basically 
invisible but the movie is so good, so beau-
tiful, so emotional that I can forgive those 
shortcomings. Most people will probably 
never notice anyway.

The film has gorgeous production de-
sign and costuming, and all of the ani-
mated characters are brought fully to life 
through the talents of the CGI artists and 
the actors including Ewan McGregor as 
Lumiere, Ian McKellan as Cogsworth and 
Emma Thompson as Mrs. Potts. When you 
can feel, tears welling up in your eyes as a 
teapot frantically searches for her son be-
fore they become permanently changed, 
you know that everyone has done their 
jobs. And the film does take a very dark, 
heartbreaking turn before the climactic 
(spoiler alert!) “happily, ever after.”

All of the original film’s classic songs 
are present, including the opening num-
ber “Belle” to get you in the mood, to the 
splashy “Be Our Guest” production num-
ber and the awkwardly romantic ballroom 
dance to the title tune. There are also four 
new songs including “Aria” song by Au-
dra McDonald at the Prince’s ball during 
the film’s prologue, “Days in the Sun,” 
“Evermore” which gives the Beast a big 
solo moment, and a song by céline Dion, 
“How Does a Moment Last Forever,” over 
the end credits. There is also a reprise of 
“Beauty and the Beast” by Ariana Grande 
and John Legend, and “Evermore” by Josh 
Groban over the end credits as well.

If you’re a fan of the animated film or 
the Broadway musical, I can’t see any rea-
son you’d find fault with the film’s familiari-
ty. Its lush, gorgeous scenery will transport 
you to a whole new world and the story, 
music and performances will tug at your 
heart. And I highly recommend taking the 
opportunity to experience the film in Imax 
3D. The entire movie has been formatted 
for the giant screen and the 3D will total-
ly immerse you in the environment. It is a 
spectacle not to be missed. t

spot the
pimples Keep Calm. Don't Smoke. 

Just Vape.

Baltimore's Only Lesbian-Owned Vape Shop

710 Reisterstown Road
Pikesville, MD 21208

410-484-3781
zvapordynasty.com

We offer a complete line of
starter kits, box mods, coils,

and E-juice.
Mon - Thurs: 10am-8pm
Fri & Sat: 10am - 9pm

Sunday: Closed
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Saturday, May 6th
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Cocktails and Hors d'Oeuvres 
TICKETS ARE LIMITED
Donation is $50 per person

AIDS Action Baltimore
Presents

SPRING FLING

Please call 410.837.2437 or visit
AIDSActionBaltimore.org

for more information

Please call 410.837.2437 or visit
AIDSActionBaltimore.org

for more information

AIDS Action Baltimore
Presents

SPRING FLING
at the home of Jake Boone

in Bolton Hill
Saturday, May 6th
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Cocktails and Hors d'Oeuvres 
TICKETS ARE LIMITED
Donation is $50 per person

LiVeLy aRTs // QMUSIC

By gRegg sHaPiRo
Would we have Mitski without queer artist 
St. Vincent (a.k.a. Annie Clark)? Possibly, 
but it’s hard to ignore St. Vincent’s influ-
ence. Nevertheless, Mitski is boldly and 
brilliantly her own 
artist on Puberty 
2 (Dead Oceans); 
beginning with the 
stuttering beat and 
fluttering vocal of 
the bizarre “Hap-
py,” a song that 
morphs from exper-
imental to pure pop 
and back again. 
Her loud/quiet/loud 
approach on “Best 
American Girl” 
suits the drama of 
the subject matter. 
Listeners would 
be wise to pre-
pare themselves 
for the shift from 
the string-busting, shrieking punk of “My 
Body’s Made of Crushed Little Stars” to the 
exquisite ballad “Thursday Girl.” Like pu-

berty, there is never a dull moment on this 
album and Mitski makes nothing less than 
an indelible impression with songs such as 
“Crack Baby,” “Dan the Dancer,” and “Fire-

works”.
jesca Hoop 

released her debut 
album in 2007. Ten 
years later, she’s 
finally getting the 
recognition that 
she deserves with 
Memories Are 
Now (Sub Pop), 
her latest album. 
memories are 
Now arrives on 
the coattails of 
2016’s love letter 
for Fire, a well-re-
ceived collabo-
ration with Sam 
Beam of Iron & 
Wine. Hoop, who 

has never really fit neatly into a musical 
category, continues to be unconventional 
in the best possible way. The opening title 

21st-Century Women cut is one of the more 
accessible tunes, but 
it’s no cookie-cutter 
Katy Perry song. It’s 
a bare-bones affair 
augmented by lay-
ered choral vocals. 
The aptly named 
“Animal Kingdom 
Chaotic” is sure to 
appeal LGBT fans of 
little Britain with its 
“computer says no” 
echo. Other stand-
outs include “Unsaid,” “Pegasi,” and “Si-
mon Says.”

Endorsed by Hillary Clinton’s former 
running mate Tim Kaine, Lucy dacus 
makes her debut with No Burden (Mata-
dor). You have to admit that that’s quite a 
distinction and after one listen to the album 
it’s easy to understand the appeal. Dacus’ 
honey and smoke voice conveys every 
inch of an emotion, which is a good thing 
since her songs, beginning with opener “I 
Don’t Wanna Be Funny Anymore,” pack an 
emotional wallop. “Troublemaker Doppel-
ganger,” for ex-
ample, alternates 
between the 
blues and a mod-
ern rock gallop, 
while “Strange 
Torpedo” is subtly 
explosive. 

M e d i c i n e 
For Birds (War-
ner Brothers), 
the debut album 
by young singer/ 
songwriter Angel-
ica Garcia is just 
the thing for what 
ails you. Garcia 
is a natural folkie 
(“Bridge on Fire”), 
front-porch stomp-
er (“Woman, I’m 
Hollerin’”), modern blues blaster (“Orange 
Flower”), balladeer (“Loretta Lynn”) and 
twangy torch singer (“Call Me Later”). The 
dozen songs on medicine for Birds are a 
fine introduction to an artist with much to 
offer listeners.

The rocky coast photo on the cover of 
sallie Ford’s Soul Sick (Vanguard) is an 
indication that these songs are a different 
kind of beach music. The vintage vibe of 
“Screw Up,” “Loneliness Is Power,” “Fail-
ure,” “Middle Child” and “Hurts So Bad,” 
might have you thinking about doing The 
Swim or The Jerk in a polka-dot bikini atop 
a crowded beach blanket. However, you’d 
be wise to pay attention to the lyrics which 

are about more than 
hot rods and finding 
the perfect wave. 
Don’t neglect to dig 
that Farfisa on “Get 
Out” and the horn 
section on “Rapid 
Eyes.”

Taking its title, 
Freedom Highway 
(Nonesuch), from 
the “Pops” Staples 
song that closes 
the disc, Rhiannon 

giddens’s stellar second solo album, like 
Ford’s, mines a vintage vein. Also like 
Ford, Giddens writes and performs in a 
style that honors the past. Never one to 
shy away from important subject matter, 
Giddens opens the recording with “At The 
Purchaser’s Option.” There is much to ad-
mire here, especially in the way that she’s 
able to strike a balance between styles of 
folk and soul music that call on the past 
(“We could Fly,” “hey Bébé,” “The Love 
We Almost Had”) and the present (“Bir-
mingham Sunday” and “Better Get It Right 

The First Time”), 
sometimes within 
the same song.

If the name 
Beth Hart sounds 
familiar, it’s be-
cause 20 or so 
years ago, she had 
a hit single titled 
“L.A. Song (Out 
of this Town),” 
from her second 
album Screamin’ 
For my Supper. 
In the years that 
followed, Hart fol-
lowed her blues 
passion, releas-
ing a number of 
albums close-

ly associated with the 
genre. Fire on the Floor (Provogue), her 
latest, breaks up the blues with pleasing 
pop-soul (“Let’s Get Together”), jazz bal-
ladry (“Woman You’ve Been Dreaming 
Of”), piano-driven power-pop (“Picture in a 
Frame”) ,and stunning piano/vocal closer 
“No Place Like Home.” t

Sallie Ford performs on april 13th in 
Philadelphia at Johnny Brenda’s and on 
april 14th in d.c. at dc9.

lucy dacus performs may 20th in Phil-
adelphia at Union Transfer and on may 
27th in d.c. at 9:30 club.

mitski performs on July 7th in Philadel-
phia at Union Transfer and on July 8th in 
d.c. at 9:30 club.
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Spring is here. Trees are budding. Flow-
ers are blooming. Birds are singing. And, 
I have a renewed dedication to making 
things look amazing. It happens every 
year. I get this burst of energy and decide 
that we’re going to get all those unfinished 
projects completed, all the while taking on 
about a dozen more. 

So, today was the day. We divided into 
three teams and off we went to our as-
signed tasks. One team went outside to 
pick up tree branches that had fallen in the 
past week’s windstorms. One team headed 
to the basement to do a thorough cleaning 
down there. And my team went to the din-
ing room. 

Now, you’d think the dining room would 
be the least of the tasks, but not this time. 
I’m about to share one of my family’s big-
gest secrets, so prepare yourself. The rea-
son we went to the dining room was to fin-
ish packing up the Christmas decorations. 
Yes, I said it. Christmas decorations!

From the outside, our home looks nor-
mal enough. The wreaths and lights came 
down on schedule. Anyone passing by our 
house would have no thought that every 
single decoration, light, and bauble was 
being stored in my dining room. We walked 
past it every day and yet, it still sat there. 

Today, we held a family meeting. I said 
that I wanted to get these seasonal chores 
started and, when we were selecting 
the specific chores for today, the kids all 
agreed that the Christmas stuff had to go. 
So, while everyone else enjoyed the warm 
weather, I was stuck in the house, packing 
up Christmas. 

Actually, it wasn’t that bad. I got to 
spend time with the kids on my team. We 
talked and worked together to safely pack 
away all the memories for yet another year. 
Baby Cassandra entertained us with her 
babble. My grandson Ryan hid in the pack-
ing boxes, all the while asking Grandma to 
“rescue” him. It was fun.

In our family, it’s always been important 
to have our children share in the household 
chores. One of the most important things 
we teach our children is to be responsible 
for themselves and the world around them. 

And chores can teach this very well.
So many parents want to do everything 

for their children. I hear their arguments of, 
“They’re only a child for a short time.” But, 
if our goal as parents is to raise productive 
adults, then when should we start those 
lessons?

We teach our littlest ones to read so 
that, when they are bigger, they can read 
and understand important documents. We 
don’t wait to teach them to read. We teach 
them at a level that works for them and 
then we build on it. 

That’s how we should treat chores. 

  ouT in THe VaLLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Spring Projects

Give them small responsibilities as little 
kids and then build on those abilities. By 
the time they are in their teens, they should 
be able to handle themselves in many situ-
ations. Chores are amazing learning tools 
and should be used to help our kids learn, 
not only skills, but also a positive outlook 
on life. They learn to be proud of their ac-
complishments and mature attitudes about 
household achievements. 

And, I think that’s a win for both parent 
and child. t

Are you an active member of 
LGBTQ Community?

Do you like to dig for the truth? 
OUT in the valley is looking for 

a local news writer to report and 
cover important LGBTQ issues in 

your area. 
If this sounds like something you 
might like to do call or e-mail 
Mary Taylor 410-802-1310 or 
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

Rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 
day school where kids could have a safe, 
bully-free environment for learning. She is 
co-owner of a counselling agency that works 
with children and their families. Send your 
parenting questions to her at pastor.kelly@
comcast.net
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It all started years ago, when I was a 
teenager. “Ice Castles” was on cable and, 
not having anything better to do, I parked 
myself in front of the TV for a heaping 
helping of teenage angst. The tragic and 
triumphant story was entertaining, but 
what stuck with me was a song on the 
soundtrack. I’m terrible at remembering 
lyrics, which made it that much harder to 
find the song’s artist. All I could remember 
was that it was a glorious 80s pop ballad 
about a woman named Gloria. I asked 
everyone I could think of if they knew the 
song, but all I could offer was that the cho-
rus started with the words, “calling Gloria.”

It’s important to note that this was in 
the early days of the internet and well be-
fore the advent of smart phones. The world 

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

Calling Gloria

wasn’t quite at my fingertips yet, so I relied 
on word of mouth to find Gloria. Having 
so little to go on, nobody could offer much 
help.

Years passed and from time to time I 
would still ask about Gloria. At this point 
she was a distant memory I rarely thought 
about. A few months ago, a friend men-
tioned “ice castles” and Gloria came rush-
ing back to me. Unfortunately, this friend 
didn’t remember Gloria, and I found myself 
at another musical dead end. 

Then, a few weeks ago, a friend posted 
a number on Facebook. He asked us to fig-
ure out the number’s meaning, so I quickly 
turned to my best friend Google for an an-
swer. It turns out that the number was from 
the Atlantic Records catalogue, which lists 
the catalogue number for all the label’s al-
bums. The number in question belonged 
to the album Self control by singer Laura 
Branigan. Not knowing anything about Ms. 
Branigan, I made another Google search.

It turns out that Laura Branigan is most 
famous for a song called “Gloria,” which ap-
peared on both the “Ice Castles” and “Foot-
loose” soundtracks. To say I was thrilled to 
have finally found Gloria is an understate-
ment. It was like bumping into an old friend 

I hadn’t seen (or heard) in years. 
And Gloria was just as glorious as I re-

membered. What I hadn’t remembered was 
that Gloria seems to be a hot, hot mess. 
She’s hearing voices 
in her head, 
there are people 
looking for her, 
and she’s living 
a secret life un-
der an alias. She 
also seems to be 
in crisis, experi-
encing delusions 
of grandeur, and 
struggling with the 
fact that everyone 
who used to want 
her is no longer 
calling. Poor Gloria.

Gloria was still 
on my mind this 
past week when I 
visited my brother and his family in 
Wisconsin. My sister-in-law had arranged 
to take me to a local gay bar for karaoke 
night. While I love karaoke, I’m hesitant to 
sing. I have a low bass voice that doesn’t 
fit most pop songs and I like to avoid public 

humiliation. But, after telling her about Glo-
ria and my years-long struggle to find her, 
she said, “I think you found your song.”

So, I did it. I belted 
out “Gloria,” shouting the 
high notes and squeez-
ing out every last breath 
to hold the notes that 
seem to go on forever. 
I wish I could say that 
I received a standing 
ovation, but the truth is 
that there was a spat-
tering of applause be-
fore the DJ introduced 
the next singer. 

That didn’t matter 
though, because in 
the moment it truly 
felt like I had been 
reunited with an old 
friend. During all 

those years of looking for and call-
ing Gloria, she had also been looking for 
me. Like Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, I 
realized that what I had been searching for 
had been there the whole time, just waiting 
for me to find it. Somehow, the universe 
gave me a gift, and her name is Gloria. t
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my gowns for over ten years now. She’s 
choreographed, designed, and created 
memorable pageant packages for highly 
respected queens such as Jolina Jasmine, 
Victoria Famouz and the current reigning 
Miss Paradise, Victoria Courtez. 

I recently asked a few influential peo-
ple in Asbury Park what they thought of 
Lady Marisa and aside from the “She’s fat” 
and “She’s so old” jokes here’s what they 
had to say about my friend Lady Marisa.

Joe Cole, the general manager of 
Georgies Bar, said, “It is an honor to work 
with such a humble and caring person. She 
is always the first to offer her time and vol-
unteer for a fundraiser. She’s great to work 
with very professional and fun, I’m grateful 
to call her a friend and a colleague!”

“Lady Marisa, is in my opinion the full 
package when it comes to being a drag 
queen. She’s an amazing seamstress, 
phenomenal performer, and wise beyond 
her years. I’ve always considered her a 

fairy drag mother in a 
way, and I feel it’s safe 
to say that many of the 
queens in New Jersey 
feel the same. She was 
the first ever Miss Par-
adise and me being a 
former Miss Paradise, 
I am beyond proud to 
have shared the same 
title as her,” said Jolina 
Jasmine, Miss Paradise 
2016.

When I talk of rep-
utable performers, Cee 
Mour Cox is another 
entertainer that is top of 
that list. When I asked 
her about her “drag 
mother” Lady Marisa, 
she said “Lady Marisa is 
a very talented individual. 
Just when you think you 
might have seen it all, 
bam! She surprises you 
all over again!”

There are few drag per-
formers in this community, or any that I’ve 
known, that are as selfless and willing to 
donate their time for a great cause and 
their community as is Lady Marisa. 

She is an icon, she is legendary, and 
yes, she may even be old but we love her 
geriatric tuck anyways. 

I invite you to come to Asbury Park, 
have a drink at Georgies and meet the oc-
togenarian I’m talking about. t

If you haven’t ever had the pleasure of 
meeting The Lady Marisa, please allow 
me to introduce you to this legendary drag 
icon. Lady Marisa has been gracing stag-
es throughout New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania for over 20 years! 

Lady Marisa has competed in sever-
al local and national pageants through-
out the years and has captured over 15 
titles, including Miss Liberty Continental, 
Miss Paradise 2000 (she was the first-ev-
er Miss Paradise), and Miss Gay 
Asbury Park, to name a 
few. She’s created mem-
orable characters on 
stage and is best known 
for her impersonations 
of Celine Dion, Cher, 
Kathy Griffin – and my 
favorite: Joan Rivers.

Aside from her am-
ple career on stage, 
Lady Marisa is also 
known for her philan-
thropic efforts support-
ing and hosting several 
benefits for HIV/AIDS 
and her community 
anytime she is need-
ed. For the past 16 
years she has been 
working tirelessly with 
the U.S Marine Corps 
to raise money and 
collect toys for Toys 
for Tots, making every 
year’s event bigger 
and better than the 
last. She hosts a weekly show at Georgies 
Bar called “Lady Marisa’s Glitter and Glam 
Show.” 

To those of us who know and love her 
she’s known as the Fairy Godmother of 
Drag. Her amazing talents are not just lim-
ited to the stage alone. 

Lady Marisa is an amazingly talented 
costume designer, and I for one, know 
that I’d be completely naked without her. 
She’s been designing and constructing 

The Lady Needs 
No Introduction 

vaginal sex. Syphilis is passed from per-
son to person through direct contact with a 
syphilis sore. In men, sores can occur on or 
around the penis, around the anus, or in the 
rectum, or in or around the mouth. These 
sores can be painless, so it is possible to 
have them and not notice them. Correct use 
of condoms can reduce the risk of syphilis 
if the condom covers the sores. However, 
sometimes sores occur in areas not cov-
ered by a condom. It is still possible to get 
syphilis from contact with these sores. You 
cannot get syphilis through casual contact.

Fact: A person with primary syphilis 
generally has a sore or sores at the origi-

nal site of infection. These 
sores usually occur on or 
around the genitals, around 
the anus or in the rectum, 
or in or around the mouth. 
These sores are usually 
(but not always) firm, round, 
and painless. Symptoms of 
secondary syphilis include 
skin rash, swollen lymph 
nodes, and fever. The signs 

and symptoms of primary and secondary 
syphilis can be mild, and they might not be 
noticed. During the latent stage, there are 
no signs or symptoms. Tertiary syphilis is 
associated with severe medical problems 

and is usually diagnosed by a doctor with 
the help of multiple tests. 
It can affect the heart, 
brain, and other organs of 
the body.

Fact: The number of 
reported primary and sec-
ondary cases in the U.S. 
have increased by 19%, 
and 60% of these cases 
were among men who have 
sex with men.

Fact: In the U.S., ap-
proximately half of MSM 
with primary and secondary 
(P&S) syphilis were also 
living with HIV. In addition, 
MSM who are HIV-negative 
and diagnosed with P&S 
syphilis are more likely to be 
infected with HIV in the fu-

ture. Having a sore or break in the skin from 
an STD such as syphilis may allow HIV to 
more easily enter your body. You may also 
be more likely to get HIV because the same 
behaviors and circumstances that put you 
at risk for getting other STDs can also put 
you at greater risk for getting HIV.

In short, “Aunt Phylis” is a messy, messy 
lady! Get tested. Get treated. Get rid of her 
if she comes around. I’ll see you around the 
neighborhood! t

Summer will be here before you know it! As-
bury Park will once again be bustling with 
visitors from all over the North-
east, gay and straight alike. There 
will be scantily clad men on the 
beach, the Paradise pool, and on 
the boardwalk. The Visiting Nurse 
Association will have its mobile 
testing unit everywhere around 
town providing free rapid HIV and 
syphilis tests. Thanks to the mobile 
unit and the Prevention Resource 
Network’s “Superhero” campaign, 
more and more gay men in town know their 
HIV status. 

What I want to write about is the oth-
er testing they offer, the syphilis testing. I 
know, I know! “Rai, is Syphilis still a thing?” 
My answer is, yes, 
very much so. I want 
to share some facts 
about this sexually 
transmitted infection, 
that more often than 
not goes untreated 
because you don’t 
know you have it. 

Fact: Syphilis is 
a sexually-transmit-
ted infection that can 
cause serious health 
problem if left un-
treated. Syphilis is 
divided into stages 
(primary, secondary, 
latent, and tertiary) 
and there are differ-
ent signs and symp-
toms for each stage.

Fact: Most cases of syphilis in the U.S. 
are among gay, bisexual, and other men 
who have sex with men. If syphilis goes 
untreated, it can cause serious health prob-
lems, including neurologic problems, eye 
problems, and even blindness. It is also 
linked to an increased risk of transmission 
of HIV infection.

Fact: Any sexually-active person can 
get syphilis. Syphilis can be transmitted 
during anal sex and oral sex, as well as 

Aunt ‘Phylis’ 
Comes to Town

Don’t let any 
short-arm 
inspection 
catch you 

short

Asbury Park
Out in

Rainier Guerra
Christy’s
Corner

Christy Girlington

Lady
Marisa
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Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?
We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?

We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!

•Every Voice Is Heard
Resident committees, groups, fitness classes, and associations thrive 
in  small, intimate and friendly gatherings where every voice can be 
heard and  there are plenty of opportunities to get to know staff and 
neighbors, alike.  

•New Interestes Are Celebrated
RPP offers unique activities abound for residents with interests as 
diverse as  politics, art, outdoor recreation, music, and more, and 
residents are never  alone in trying something new.

Roland Park Place is the only full-service, accredited nonprofit
continuing care retirement community in Charm City

830 W. 40th Street • Baltimore, MD 21211
410-243-5700 • rolandparkplace.org

A small community with big rewards
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Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place for 
transgender men and women to meet for support 

and peer networking.
Our social group meets twice a month on

the 2nd and last Wednesdays, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Individual support is also available.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina or Phillip at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202

Preferred / recommended list – The 
venue recommends but does not require 
you to use any of the caterers from their 
list. They generally allow you to use any li-
censed and insured caterer. 

Once you leave approved lists, venues 
typically offer less and less guidance regard-
ing catering selection. This can be a two-
edged sword, giving you more freedom but 
requiring more responsibility on your part. 

no list – The venue allows you to use 
any caterer and sometimes even bring 
your own food, drink, and service. While 
your selection of caterers is unlimited, it’s 
completely your responsibility to to find 
prospective caterers and assess their com-
petency and quality. The time and effort 
you spend doing that can be substantial, 
as can the consequences of making mis-
takes. If you’re thinking pot luck, a venue 
that doesn’t require a licensed and insured 
caterer is the only option. 

Next time: more on choosing your wed-
ding venue. t

david egan is the proprietor and steward 
of chase court, a historic Baltimore wedding 
and event venue. Visit chasecourt.com, and 
follow chasecourtWeddingVenue on insta-
gram and Facebook.

venues handle catering. Let’s look at them 
all and the pros and cons of each.

in-house – The venue is owned or op-
erated by a catering company, so they do 
all of the catering. The fee for the venue 
(which is usually not itemized) and for the 
catering is combined, and is usually ex-
pressed as a price per person.

Hotels are a prime example of in-house 
catering. Country and golf clubs such as 
Turf Valley and Hayfield’s usually operate 
this way.

The combined cost and quality of 
in-house catering is sometimes high-
er and sometimes lower than using 
a stand-alone venue and separate 
caterer. If you’re happy with both the 

venue and the catering, there is a conve-
nience factor in signing one contract and 
dealing with one organization. 

single-source catering – The venue 
has one caterer that they use exclusively. 
The catering is separate from the venue. 
The caterers range from locally owned 
catering companies to national food-ser-
vice operations. Venues choose to use 
single-source catering for a variety of rea-
sons, including the complexity of working 
at the venue, financial incentives, and the 
ease for them and the caterer of having 

In the last column we started cre-
ating a set of selection criterion to 
apply to all of the venues you’re 
considering. My goal is to make 
your selection process go smoothly and 
easily. This time we’re going to focus on a 
single criterion: the relationship of the ven-
ue to catering.

How venues handle catering varies 
widely. On one end of the spectrum, the 
venue is run by a single caterer, with the 
venue fee included in the catering fee. On 
the other end, the venue is totally lais-
sez-faire about catering, allowing you com-
plete freedom to use any caterer that you 
choose, including self-catering. Between 
these are several other common ways that 

Choosing Your 
Wedding Venue

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

Part 2

quaLiTy oF LiFe

one caterer on-site all the time. The Reg-
inald F. Lewis Museum and Winterthur are 
examples of single-source catering.

approved list – The venue has a list 
of several caterers from which you must 
choose. This is the method I use at Chase 
Court, the venue in Baltimore that I own. I 
want to have lots of confidence in my cater-
ers performance as well as offer my clients 
a wide range of style and price options. An 
approved list is a competitive environment 
that keeps caterers working hard at perfor-
mance and price, to your benefit. 

While some venues, such as the Na-
tional Aquarium in Baltimore, have a short-
list of two or three caterers, aquariums 
being by nature complicated places for a 
caterer to work, most approved lists typi-
cally include between six and a dozen ca-
terers – although I know a venue that has 
close to 30! 

Venues apply their own criteria in choos-
ing caterers. Using a caterer from an ap-
proved list insures that they meet a certain 
level of competency and quality, that they 
know the venue well, and that they are being 
held accountable not just by you, but by a 
venue to which they wish to return over and 
over again. Most venues periodically review 
their list, often on an annual basis.
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still a hint of 
earl grey in 

Boston harbor

By daVid PLaCHeR
Croatia is a hot spot for gay travelers: many 
European gay cruises stop in the cities of 
Dubrovnik and Split. Croatia is in south-
eastern Europe and its Adriatic Sea coast 
contains more than a thousand islands. 
Its rich history includes architectural won-
ders, stories of Roman and Greek times, 
and Ottoman Empire domination. Croatia 
has around four million people and it skews 
Roman Catholic. 
It’s a conserva-
tive country, so 
only a tiny num-
ber of cities will 
have residents 
that display rain-
bow flags or have 
gay-friendly bars. 
The capital, Za-
greb, is home to 
Croatia’s largest 
LGBT celebra-
tion. Zagreb is 
also home to the 
first LGBT center 
in Croatia, and 
the “Queer Za-
greb” organiza-
tion, that among 
many other ac-
tivities promotes 
equality through 
the Queer Zagreb festival. Croatia’s second 
LGBT center was opened in Split in May 
2014, and there’s a third in Rijeka, opened 
in October 2014. When visiting Croatia, 
there are three very popular cities: Du-
brovnik, Hvar, and Split. 

Dubrovnik is an oddly placed city be-

cause it is separated from the rest of Cro-
atia by Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 12 mile 
Adriatic Sea coastline. Dubrovnik’s coast-
line is sandy with small sharp rocks – wear 
beach shoes at all times to prevent cuts to 
the feet! Dubrovnik has a small population 

around 50,000, and it is known as a gay-tol-
erant city (tolerant, but not gay-friendly). Its 
temperatures can range depending on the 
area and month. In July and August daytime 
temperatures can reach 82 degrees, and at 
night drop to 73 degrees. The spring and 
fall temperatures are between 68 degrees 

Croatia | Split for Zagreb 
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and 82 degrees. Winters are the mildest of 
any Croatian city, with temperatures around 
55 degrees. Snow in Dubrovnik is very rare.

Dubrovnik’s gay scene is limited to the 
Jazz Cafe Troubadour. It regularly offers 
live music and is a favorite meeting place 
for gays and locals. Many gays also visit 
the small island of Lokrum off Dubrovnik’s 
coast, where part of the island is a nudist 
beach. A popular tourist 
attraction are the walls 
of Dubrovnik. The walls 
stretch 1.2 miles, and 
are 13 to 20 feet thick, 
circling part of the city. 
The wall’s design in-
cludes a system of 
turrets and towers that 
were intended to pro-
tect the city. The walls 
have been a filming lo-
cation for the popular 
HBO television series, 
“Game of Thrones.”

Hvar is an island in the Adriatic Sea, 
located off the Dalmatian coast. The island 
is known for its large fertile coastal plain 
and fresh water springs. Its hillsides are 
covered with rich agricultural areas that 
include pine forests, olive groves, fruit or-
chards, and lavender fields. The climate 
has mild winters and warm summers. 
This city is known as a place where rich 
people park their yachts and the famous 
make headlines – Prince Harry took a fully 
clothed dip in the pool at the famous Ven-
eranda Nightclub and Beyoncé revealed 
her baby bump at the Hula-Hula Beach 
Club. There are no gay bars or clubs, but 
the town can be very active at night be-
cause of all the live music. 

Split is the second-largest city in Croa-
tia and one of the oldest cities in the area. 

Spread over a central peninsula and its 
surroundings, Split’s greater area includes 
neighboring seaside towns as well. It is 
also a place where “Game of Thrones” is 
also filmed. The Ghetto Bar is known to be 
gay friendly, but is not officially a gay bar. 
Split does have an active gay community 
that has seen both setbacks and accom-
plishments. The first LGBT pride in Split 

took place in June 
2011 and end-
ed in a disaster. 
The celebration 
was a magnet for 
several hundred 
anti-gay trouble-
makers; unfor-
tunately security 
was not strong 
enough to pre-
vent serious inci-
dents. The LGBT 
attendees had to 
be led to safety. 

Several hundred anti-gay protesters were 
arrested, and the event was halted imme-
diately. In 2012, there was another LGBT 
pride and this time, five politicians and oth-
er public figures participated. Security was 
enhanced and no major incidents occurred. 
In 2013, the celebration occurred without a 
single incident, and it was the first time in 
Croatia that the mayor of the city participat-
ed. There is yearly LGBT celebrations since. 

The flight from Baltimore to croatia is 
about 11 hours. Although there is no direct 
flight, switching planes in Europe could 
offer an opportunity for exploring another 
country. Croatia is a memorable country 
with beautiful structures and great people. 
If seafood and warm weather is something 
you are into, Croatia should be on your 
2017 travel list. t

Revelers
on the beach

Rich
history

Cozy
cove
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Connor and I have a dear friend named 
Betsy who we hadn’t seen in sever-
al months. She was coming over to our 
house for dinner to catch up. Since we’d 
last seen Betsy, she’d adopted a dog. She 
asked if she could bring her new compan-
ion with her. Happily, our Violet, Daisy, and 
Henry are generally accepting of visitors 
– both human or ca-
nine – so we said 
sure. 

When Della ar-
rived at our home, 
several things 
struck me about 
her – firstly her 
unique and beau-
tiful appearance. 
She was medi-
um-sized, ex-
tremely thin, and 
extremely mus-
cled. She had 
sharp angles on 
every part of her 
body. She was 
the color of cream. Her eyes were 
the color and shape of almonds. Her eyes 
gave a clear look into the depth of her 
soul. It was a quiet soul that was as old as 
time. The best part was the extremely big 
erect ears on the top of her head – saying 
“serious” and “lighthearted” all at once. I 

was captivated. 
It turns out that Della is a Carolina dog. 

I’d heard of this breed but had only met a 
few. Della’s personal story was that of a 
rescue dog. She was found in a shelter in 
South Carolina. The shelter did not have a 
“no kill” policy so she was taken by a res-
cue group in Westchester, New York. One 
of Betsy’s friends saw this dog and knew 
that Betsy and Della would be a match 
made in heaven. With that, Della moved 
South again but this time to a permanent 
home in Maryland. 

The history of her breed is no less in-
teresting. Carolina dogs are considered 
a primitive breed, which means that they 
have been only minimally effected by the 
presence of humans. In general, dogs of 
the primitive type, are a product of natural 
selection rather being bred for a certain 
purpose or a certain look as is the case 

with modern dog breed. Primitive dogs 
are as close to 
wild dogs as 
possible with-
out being feral. 
Other examples 
of primitive dogs 
include the Din-
go in Australia 
and the Basenji 
in Africa. Carolina 
dogs lack genetic 
markers of Euro-
pean dogs. They 
are most closely 
related to Asian 
dogs – which has 
led to the specu-
lation that these 

dogs crossed the Bering land bridge 
thousands of years ago, closely following 
humans from Asia into North America. 
These dogs then spread across the con-
tinent and settled in the swamplands and 
pine barrens of southeast America. 

The Carolina dog 
then gained more wide-
spread recognition in the 
1970s when it was “dis-
covered” by a research 
ecologist at the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s Savan-
nah River Ecology Lab. 
He initially found these 
dogs working at the Sa-
vannah River site. As he 
studied these dogs, he 
found entire packs in the 
isolated swamp and pine 
areas of South Carolina 
and Georgia. The dogs 
were taken in by the 
humans that first found 

Della – A 
Carolina Dog

Violet’s
Dr. Tony Calo

Vet

quaLiTy oF LiFe

them and eventually breeding programs 
developed. Although there are still many 
wild roaming Carolina dogs, it was these 
breeding programs that allowed for these 
dogs to become pets and companions. 

The wild origins of the Carolina large-
ly account for the characteristics of being 
shy and suspicious of strangers. They can 
be somewhat aloof. Despite this, they are 
extremely loyal to their pack. In modern 

Meet Leo! You can call me lovable Leo if you like. I’m definitely a Beagle be-
cause when I howl, all the Beagles come running. I am a happy and social guy 
who loves everyone I meet. I am here with my friend Butter, who is also looking 

for a forever home. In our previous home, we loved playing together. 
When I decide to sit still, which isn’t of-
ten, you can give me belly rubs to make 
me happy. I am a loyal canine companion 
and will bring much happiness into your 
life. I love going on long walks. So, if you 
are a person who likes the great outdoors, 
then I may be the one for you! Stop in 
soon to see if you agree. 

The adoption fee is $50 for Leo. 
For more information visit Bmorehu-

mane.org. t

Violet’s New Friends

Leo ain’t no 
lion!

‘Carolina 
on my 
mind’

6th Annual 
Community Shred Day

Saturday, April 22, 2017
10am-12pm

Come celebrate Earth Day with 
Partnership Wealth Management by bringing your old 
paper documents for mobile shredding trucks to destroy. 

It’s a great way to protect yourself from identity theft
& help save the environment!

 
WHO: Anyone can bring boxes of confidential 

documents they want properly destroyed
WHERE: Canton Safeway 2610 Boston ST.

(by the smokestack) 
COST: FREE 

Sponsored by:
Woody Derricks, CFP®, ADPA®
2809 Boston Street Ste. 509, Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.732.2633   |  www.PartnershipWM.com

terms, their pack is their family unit. They 
are also extremely active. They make per-
fect companions for runners, hikers, and 
campers. This is why Betsy and Della are 
soulmates. They are both avid runners and 
they both love being in the great outdoors. 

It was amazing meeting Della. She is a 
wonderful example of the Carolina dog. If 
you or someone you know has and loves a 
Carolina dog, please write to Violet to let 
her know all about it. t

email Tony at violetsvet@baltimoreout-
loud.com.
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dining ouT

When Nick and I were invited to the Under-
ground Kitchen launch in Baltimore earlier 
in the week, we had no idea what fun and 
adventure was in store. The Underground 
Kitchen is a secret supper club that hosts 
pop-up dinners in various locations. The idea 
originated in Richmond, Virginia, and later ex-
panded into the Mid-Atlantic. On March 20th 
and 21st, the Underground Kitchen, the “ul-
tra-luxe, super-secret, pop-up dining society 
featuring buzzed-about chefs, unconvention-
al locations, and tickets that routinely sell out 
within minutes” came to Baltimore.

Dinners are based on themes in keep-
ing with the season or the chef’s culinary 
direction. Our theme was “Spring Fling” and 
the dinner was held at the 1840s 
ballroom located in 
Baltimore’s 1840 Pla-
za, home of the historic 
Carrolton Inn. What a 
fantastic setting for such 
a phenomenal meal! As we 
walked into the dining hall, 
we were personally greet-
ed by staffers of the inn and 
Underground Kitchen, and 
offered our first of many glass-
es of wine. The idea of Under-
ground Kitchen is to meet new 
people. The reception provided 
us an opportunity to get to know 
others before sitting down to dine.

There were no more than 25 attendees at 
our dinner, so three tables were set. We were 
fortunate to have with us some of the manage-
ment from the inn, Jakob (from Czech Repub-
lic), and two self-proclaimed millennials . At 
our table, we each had a menu card describ-
ing what was planned for the evening. Each 
course was accompanied by a different wine.

Before the palate cleaner was served, our 
host presented the chef, a young culinary ge-
nius named Timothy. Timothy explained the 
science of the palate cleanser, which is de-
scribed as Butterly Tea “Snow.” By squeezing 
fresh lemon juice into the glass and stirring 
for a minute, the “Snow” changed color from 

yellowish to a purply-raspberry color. Once 
completed, a guzzle or two of snow served 
its purpose, and it was time to move on to the 
fourth course, a Chilled Mint Pea Soup with 
herb salad, served with Alain Corcia Bour-
gogne reserve Grade classe. The final and 
fifth course was Lamb jus with herb biscotti, 
served with Borges Porto Tawny Port. Timothy 
explained the dinner theme of spring being, “In 
like a lion, out like a lamb.” All courses were 
spectacular. Between courses, we got to know 
our table-mates, and found some wonderful 
new friends.

After dinner had completed, we were pro-
vided a tour of the plaza and the inn. We visit-
ed one of the rooms, and as advertised, each 
elegant guest room captures a theme from the 
life of Charles Carroll of Carrollton. There are 
a variety of suites and luxury rooms available, 
featuring whirlpool tubs and fireplaces. Guests 
are able to enjoy the tranquility of the charming 
garden courtyard or a night on the town. The 
inn is just one block from Little Italy, and near-
by the Inner Harbor.

Each quarter, Underground Kitchen part-
ners with a nonprofit to donate partial pro-
ceeds from the events. The Underground 
Kitchen gives members access to a one-night 
only, five-to-seven course pop-up dinner in an 
undisclosed location with a top chef. A limited 
n u m b e r of people get a ticket, but 

everyone can register to re-
ceive the invitation to pur-
chase tickets. Our event 
was priced at $150 per 
person. In the invitation 
to purchase tickets that 
is sent out a few days 
before the event, three 
pieces of information 
are revealed: the 
date of the dinner, 
the date and time 
when tickets be-
come available for 
purchase, and a 

clue about the location 
of the event. The location is kept secret 

until a few days before the event. Tickets are 
all-inclusive (meal, wine, and gratuity), and 
prices do vary per event. 

To learn more about 1840s Carrollton Pla-
za and Inn, please visit 1840sPlaza.com. For 
the Underground Kitchen, tickets for upcom-
ing dinners can be found by visiting this link: 
Theundergroundkitchen.org/foodie-reigstra-
tion. For those who enjoy fine food and wine 
and wonderful surprises, I highly recommend 
the experience. I was reminded of the many 
meals I had experienced while living in Europe 
where dinner was an event to be shared with 
enjoyable conversation and plenty of wine to 
go around. For a Monday evening, we had a 
tremendous adventure! t

Finger’s
Richard Finger

Food

a rare
cut!

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS

BACK BAR OPEN
THURSDAY TO SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke

Friday and Saturday
Until 1:30 a.m.

Miller Lite 2 for 1
All day All night

BACK BAR OPEN
THURSDAY TO SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke

Friday and Saturday
Until 1:30 a.m.

Miller Lite 2 for 1
All day All night

A Well-Kept 
Secret
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Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week
Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week

1604 Kelly Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240
nickeltaphouse.com

1604 Kelly Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240
nickeltaphouse.com

BEER BRUNCH
Sat-Sun 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

BEER BRUNCH
Sat-Sun 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. HAPPY HOUR

Mon-Fri: 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

HAPPY HOUR
Mon-Fri: 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sat-Sun: 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

DINNER
Mon-Thurs 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Sun: 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

DINNER
Mon-Thurs 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Sun: 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

BIRROTECA

Birroteca is the destination for modern,
rustic Italian cuisine crafted using ingredients

sourced from local ranchers, farmers and watermen.
We feature more than 60 craft beers with 24 on tap.

EAT
LOCAL
WITH
GREAT
FOOD &
GREAT
FRIENDS

1520 Clipper Rd
Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone. 443-708-1934
www.bmorebirroteca.com
www.facebook.com/Birroteca

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

Now Open for Lunch on 
Saturdays  & Sundays at 12 p.m.

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399 • gertrudesbaltimore.com

Hours
Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

OUR READERS KNOW GOOD FOOD,
ISN’T IT TIME THEY GET TO KNOW YOU?

Advertise In Our Dining Out Section

For more details...
Mary Taylor

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
410-802-1310

DINING OUT
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Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

Given that I am myself going through a job 
change, I thought it timely to write about 
how people leave their jobs, and what it 
might say about the organization that they 
are leaving. According to research fea-
tured in the Journal of Applied Psychology, 
employees choose of these types of res-
ignations:

1) By-the-book (31 percent). This is 
the typical, standard approach where em-
ployees meet face to face with their man-
ager to announce their resignation, and 
provide a notice period, and explain the 
reason for leaving.

2) Perfunctory (23.5%). Similar to the 
above, employees meet with their manag-

er, but the meeting tends to be shorter and 
the reason for quitting is not provided.

3) avoidant (12.7%). Employees tell 
co-workers, such as peers, mentors, or 
HR representatives that they plan to leave 
rather than give notice to their manager.

4) grateful goodbye (10%). Workers 
express gratitude toward their employer 
and often offer to help with the transition 
period.

5) Bridge-burning (8.6%). Employ-
ees seek to harm the organization or col-
leagues on their way out the door, often 
times there are verbal assaults along the 
way.

6) in the loop (7.9%). People typically 
confide in their manager that they are con-
templating quitting or that they are looking 
for another job before formally resigning.

7) impulsive (6.3%). Some workers 
simply walk off the job, never to return or 
communicate with the employer again.

When looking at the above, over 20% 
are leaving in negative way, which should 
shed some light on organizational issues 
that need to be addressed. Too often, or-
ganizations do not pay attention to the 
signs, or ask the right questions upon ex-
iting. In my case, I chose the high road, 

Why Are You 
Leaving?

youR Money

and did things by the book. However, as so 
many of my peers that have left the organi-
zation, there is a sense from senior leader-
ship that we have betrayed them, and that 
we just were “not the right organizational 
fit.” Unfortunately, turning a blind-eye of-
ten leads to losing key talent in the 
organization. 

My recom-
mendation is for 
organizations to 
pay attention to 
key metrics, such 
as the overall attri-
tion rate, voluntary 
vs. involuntary turn-
over, key talent turn-
over, and moreover, 
compile a list of rea-
sons why most people a r e 
leaving. There are simple analytics that 
can generate interesting organizational 
knowledge. With this knowledge, there 
may be some easy changes that can fix 
some of those reasons for leaving, result-
ing in retention of talent, rather than an ex-
odus of talent.

I’ve often felt that exit interviews are 
a reactive method of data gathering. The 

point of contact with the employee is like-
ly within the last week of their time with 
the company. A proactive method to retain 
talent is to conduct stay interviews. Stay 
interviews implies speaking to employees 
through- out their time with the 

company. Find out why 
they stay, what they 
like best about their 
work, their work envi-
ronment, their bene-
fits, their career am-
bitions, etc. This is 
also a good time to 
ask about what frus-
trates them about 
their work. By dis-
covering trends, 

actions can be taken to rem-
edy the frustration before these people 
resign.

Rather than feeling burned, good em-
ployers keep their eyes and ears open 
to understand what is happening around 
them. Keeping a watchful eye on why and 
how employees leave the organization can 
lead to changes which will make the orga-
nization better. t

Get direct access to MLS 
Listings, GPS locations, & 

open houses on any tablets 
or smart phone.  Text 

CCRE2GO to 87778, or visit 
http://87778.mobi/CCRE2GO

Simplify your home search
with my FREE mobile app!

Baltimore/Inner Harbor Office
100 International Dr.  •  410-779-200 (o)

www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

RE/MAX First Choice
1201 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21221
peter.klebenow@gmail.com
bpw.remax@gmail.com 
410-391-6900 (Office)Bennett Weiss

443-983-9854 
Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Bennett Weiss
443-983-9854 

Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Let Our Real Estate 
Family Be 

Your Guide!

“Keeping a watchful 

eye on why and how 

employees leave the 

organization can lead 

to changes which will 

make the organization 

better.”
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Contact Mary at 
410-802-1310

Advertise with us

ATTORNEY

COUNSELING

FINANCIAL

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Club 1722 

1722 North Charles Street  
410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns 
608 W. Lexington St.  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery 
203-207 W Read St.  •   410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 N. Charles Street 

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com
The Gallery 

1735 Maryland Ave.   •   410-539-6965
Grand Central 

1001-1003 N. Charles St. 
410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s  
870 Park Ave  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s 
6037 Belair Rd  •   410-599-1952
Station North Arts Cafe Gallery 

1816 North Charles Street 
410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley 
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree 
1633 S. Charles Street 

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club 

21614 National Pike  •   Boonsboro, MD  21713 
301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions  

706 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
(717)232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704  
704 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

(717)234-4228
The Brownstone Lounge 

412 Forester Street  •   Harrisburg, PA 17102 
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon  

35 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6515   •   bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot  
247 Rehoboth Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-226-1139
 Rigby’s Bar & Grill 

404 Rehoboth Avenue.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6080   •   rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-0948   •   iguanagrill.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm
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vor? 
jw: Ben & Jerry’s Cherry Garcia
aC: Who is your least favorite celebri-

ty? 
jw: Kim Kardashian
aC: What is the accomplishment that 

has made you the proudest in the leather 
community? What about outside leather? 

jw: When we built the bootblack stands 
in 2014. I am so grateful to the people who 
came out that Saturday, spent the whole 
day building and painting, so that I could 
have stands to share with the communi-
ty and to make it easier for bootblacks to 
work. Outside of leather: raising my son to 
become the fine young man he is today.

aC: West Coast or East Coast? 
jw: East!
aC: What is the best gift you have ever 

received? 
jw: My first typewriter when 

I was eight years old.
aC: What is your 

favorite thing about 
the leather communi-
ty? 

jw: I like feeling 
accepted just for who I 
am. “I am enough.”

aC: What would 
you like to accomplish in 
the next five years? 

jw: Continue to get 
better at my craft, raise 
some baby bootblacks, 
write a book.

aC: Who has been an 
inspiration for you?

jw: Doug the boot-
black. He was one of the 

first people who helped me get started in 
bootblacking. He does amazing work, is 
loved by his customers, and has taught me 
so much. Not many know him because he 
stays out of the spotlight.

aC: If you could wave a magic wand 
and change something about the leather 
community right now, what would it be? 

jw: I would heal the fractures caused 
by personal feuds. In any family, there are 
those who don’t get along with everyone. 
Nothing wrong with that. But to manipulate 
and use politics to hurt others because of 
one’s personal gripes is not helpful in the 
long run.

aC: Free form time! What is a message 
you would really like to share with all the 
people reading this? 

jw: I will also do my best for the com-
munity I serve. Please pardon any deficien-
cies in my craft or personality. I’m always 
trying to get better. Because you all de-
serve the very best I can give. t

Jadelynn Wikkid prefers the shadows. 
She prefers being close to the ground, at 
people’s feet, creating connection through 
leathercare. Bootblacks are the unsung he-
roes of the leather community, making us 
all look amazing and keep-
ing our leathers in tip-top 
shape for the long-term. 
Jadelynn has held two 
titles, Philadelphia Boot-
black 2015 as well as be-
ing the current (and first 
ever) Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Woman Bootblack 
(2017). She remains 
humble, hard-working, 
and as approachable 
as a person could 
possibly be who just 
wants to show people 
the beauty of the art 
of bootblacking. She 
currently resides in 
haddonfield, New 
Jersey.

alex “Bear” Conley: Where did you 
grow up?

jadelynn wikkid: Oaklyn, New Jersey
aC: How did you discover the leather 

community and how long have you been 
involved? 

jw: I came to leather through the kink 
community, where I started. Bootblacking 
brought me to leather … so I’ve been in the 
leather community for about 5 years.

aC: What is your favorite flag to fly? 
jw: The Bootblack Pride flag
aC: Christmas music – awesome or 

awful? 
jw: I dislike commercial Christmas 

songs that you hear over and over. I adore 
Medieval and Renaissance holiday music, 
played with period instruments.

aC: What was your favorite school sub-
ject? 

jw: English
aC: What is your favorite kind of juice? 
jw: Cranberry.
aC: What is your favorite ice cream fla-

Meet Jadelynn 
Wikkid

Mondays
Mid-Atlantic

Alex ‘Bear’ Conley

LeaTHeR

jadelynn
wikkid

410-727-1112  
chasecourt.com

1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD
Managed by David Egan, Baltimore OUTloud

wedding columnist

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/Chase 
CourtWeddingVenue

• Architecturally-stunning wedding venue • 
• Indoor & outdoor ceremonies and receptions •

• 30+ same-sex weddings since 2013 • 

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Intersex and Questioning
individuals with mental health issues and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and gender minorities
and offer a drop-in center open 32 hours a week.

Hearts & Ears maintains a “warmline,” which is not 
an emergency crisis line. You are welcome to call 

us at 410-523-1694 when we are open. If we are not
available, leave a message and we will get back to 

you as quickly as we can.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Closed
Closed
Closed

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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sions, and a beer 
bust from 3 p.m. 
– 7 p.m. ($2 drafts, 
$8 pitchers, or $30 
bottomless cups). If 
you aren’t lit already, 

change into something neon for 
the “Black-light Dance Party” from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. There will also be leather vendors 
and the $10 donation will go to the National 
Coalition for Sexual Freedom. 

In additional news I want to congratulate 
Paul Berry, a member of Onyx SE, who was 
recently selected Mr. SECC Leather 2017 and 
Shaun Cameron, a member of CSRA Leath-
er Bears of Augusta, Georgia, who has been 
awarded the title of SECC Bootblack 2017. I 
am sorry to announce that a Ms. SECC Leath-
er was not selected this year. I am also sor-
ry to hear that the Mid-Atlantic Kennel Korps 
(MAKK), who held monthly pup events at the 
D.C. Eagle, is going inactive. 

There are lots of leather events scheduled 
this season in Baltimore and beyond. These 
are just a few of them. Go out and support 
your local leather clubs, leather bars, and 
leather events. It is springtime for leather! t

Leather Contest. Details 
and reservations can be 
made at TwilightGuard.
org. 

Memorial Day Week-
end (May 25th to 29th) 
brings the biggest leather 
event of them all. International Mr. Leather is 
noisy, crowded, expensive, and you will have 
the time of your life! This year’s host hotel is 
the Congress Plaza Hotel and please note that 
the opening ceremonies start on Thursday this 
year, not Friday. All the details can be found at 
Imrl.com. 

With all the Pride events, June is always 
very busy. If you are going to D.C. for Pride 
and the march, stop by the D.C. Eagle on June 
10th and join the great guys from Empire City 
MC and Potomac MC as they host a bar night. 
On June 24th head on down to Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, as the Knight Hawks and the Cavaliers 
hold the annual “Leather Pride Cruise” aboard 
the Carrie B. What a great way to celebrate 
Pride month. 

Once summer gets started, circle July 
23rd on your calendar. Mr. D.C. Eagle 2017 
Grey Owl will be hosting Kink Fest: A Leather 
& Fetish Expo at the D.C. Eagle starting at 3 
p.m. There will be educational demos, discus-

There are so many leather events coming up 
in the next few months that I don’t know where 
to start! Don’t get me wrong. That is a really 
wonderful problem to have. I’m sure other 
parts of the country wished that they had so 
many leather events on their schedule that it 
is impossible to list them all in one article. I’ve 
always considered myself fortunate to live in 
Baltimore, in the heart of the Mid-Atlantic re-
gion, and have a spring bouquet of leather 
contests, fundraisers, and leather club’s bar 
nights all within a short drive. Allow me to list 
just a few of the leather events coming up in 
the months to come. You will want to circle 
these dates on your calendar. 

I am so happy that April is here at last. 
On April 1st from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. “Man Upp” 
presents a jockstrap / harness dance on the 
3rd floor dance space of the D.c. Eagle (3701 
Benning Road, NE). Admission is $10. What 
a way to start the month. Hundreds of local 
leather folks will be heading to the Eisen-
hower Inn in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania over 
the weekend of April 6th to 9th to attend the 
7th annual Bears, Bikers & Mayhem Week-
end. The host hotels have been sold out for 
months. (Fact is I waited until the first week of 
December to make my reservation and found 
myself out of luck. As a result I will just be go-
ing up on Saturday to help host the ShipMates’ 
cocktail party.) It is not too late. You can still 
buy tickets to attend parts of the weekend at 
Bearsbikersandmayhem.com. 

For those remaining in Baltimore that 
weekend on Friday, April 7th from 7:30 – 9 
p.m. there will be a gallery premier upstairs 
at the Baltimore Eagle (2022 North Charles 
Street) for an exhibit called: Blue Collar / Black 
Leather hosted by Frank Vit and Justin Os-
borne. Come meet the artist and models. Light 
refreshments will be provided. On Saturday, 
april 8th the first of what will be a quarterly 
event, The Baltimore Women’s Leather Bar 
Night will be held from 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. at the 
Baltimore Eagle. There will be gummy shots, 
a 50/50 raffle, and more to benefit the house 
of Ruth (Hruth.org). There is also a play party 
afterwards at the Baltimore Playhouse. 

On Saturday, April 15th COMMAND 
Mc will host the official sendoff party for Mr. 

Maryland Leather 2017 Pup Orpheus as he 
prepares to represent Maryland at the Interna-
tional Mr. Leather Contest in Chicago in May. 
The fun starts at the Baltimore Eagle at 9 p.m. 
and will include Jell-O shots, a 50/50 raffle, 
and a jockstrap auction. (I haven’t missed a 
Mr. Maryland Leather’s IML sendoff in many 
years. In fact I traveled with a current Mr. Mary-
land Leather to IML on several occasions. Un-
fortunately for me April 15th is Easter weekend 
and I will be out of town visiting my other fami-
ly. Not happy to miss it, but what can one do?) 

Although a little far from Baltimore, one 
cannot list leather events in April and not men-
tion Cleveland Leather Awareness Weekend 
(CLAW). This is a big leather event held each 
April in Cleveland, Ohio, that includes many 
educational demos and parties and is sched-
uled for April 27th to 30th. This year’s keynote 
speaker for the formal leather dinner is Guy 
Baldwin. If you don’t know who Guy Baldwin 
is you should sign up for Leather 101 or start 
working that Google. There will also be danc-
es, cocktail parties, a large leather vendor 
mart, and more. It is also the place for many 
International Mr. Leather 2017 contestants to 
see and be seen. For all the details go to Claw-
info.org. 

If you want to have some fun on Saturday, 
April 29th but don’t want to go all the way to 
Cleveland, it will be a big night down in Wash-
ington, D.C., as Skin Tight is presenting the 
Mr. Green Lantern 2017 Contest at the Green 
Lantern (1335 Green Court, NW) starting 
at 10 p.m. (I like a guy in leather, but I like a 
guy in spandex too!) Also on April 29th at the 
D.C. Eagle Testosterone Gear from Montreal 
is hosting a gear party dance. So put on your 
leather, rubber, jockstrap, singlets, sports gear, 
or whatever turns you on and head to the D.C. 
Eagle. Plus the ShipMates of Baltimore will be 
behind the club bar. See you there! 

May is a great month for a little trip out of 
town. The first annual Mr. Providence Eagle 
Contest is scheduled for May 12th and 13th up 
in Providence, Rhode Island. Details can be 
found on Facebook. 

May 19th and 20th at the Philly Music Hall 
in Philadelphia is the third annual Philadelphia 
Fetish and Philadelphia Fetish Bootblack Con-
test. If you live within a 50-mile radius of Phila-
delphia and identify as leather, queer, BDSM, 
or kink applications and details are available 
on Facebook for this fun contest. 

If you have never been to Fire Island, New 
York, you have really missed something. For 
leather folks the perfect time to visit is May 
19th to 21st when the Twilight Guard leath-
er club will be hosting their 22nd anniversary 
weekend. The event will include a bar night 
at the Ice Palace hosted by the Excelsior MC, 
cocktail parties, a Master / slave auction for 
charity, and the 17th annual Mr. Fire Island 
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Self Management and Recovery Training
www.smartrecovery.org

In small groups we talk freely and learn how to:
   Maintain motivation to eliminate harmful habits
   Cope with urges
   Manage our thoughts, feelings, and actions
   Balance Lifestyle

NO: “Steps” INSTEAD: Empowerment – “I own my recovery….”

Powerlessness Education – learn self-management  
    & recovery skills

Labels or Names Useful for any type of addictive behavior

Sponsors Open discussion format

Free Mount Vernon Meeting:
Thursday 6:30—8:00 pm

 
1111 North Charles Street  •  Community Room

Info:  George Bowden 443-224-8500
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993 227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St

THURSDAYS
90's ThrowBack 

Thursday
with Tina

THURSDAYS
90's ThrowBack 

Thursday
with Tina

Karaoke Sunday
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Karaoke Sunday
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

WATCH FOR OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY FACE LIFTS WATCH FOR OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY FACE LIFTS
 ROLLBACK  APRIL SPECIALS

 $2.50 DOMESTIC CANS  $3.00 DOMESTIC BOTTLES OF BEER
10 P.M. TO CLOSE!!!

FRIDAYS
RuPaul Drag Race 

on the big Screen

FRIDAYS
RuPaul Drag Race 

on the big Screen

 ROLLBACK  APRIL SPECIALS
 $2.50 DOMESTIC CANS  $3.00 DOMESTIC BOTTLES OF BEER

10 P.M. TO CLOSE!!!
Welcome to Our Newest Bartender, Mark!
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LOVE 
    SHARING

Healthysexuals

Talk about your sexual health. #NoFilter 

HEALTH AND SEX BELONG TOGETHER

HEALTHYSEXUAL, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.  © 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC3907 01/17

VISIT

AND TALK TO A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER


