
Vigil for Tyra Trent

By ReV. MoTheR MeRediTh Moise, sPsA
As we roll out of Black History Month, people 
around the nation are celebrating the contri-
butions of women. March is Women’s History 
Month. Schools, places of worship and gov-
ernment are com-
memorating the ge-
nius of women in the 
form of exhibitions, 
shows, performanc-
es and book read-
ings. The nation-
al theme of March 
2011’s Women’s 
History Month is 
“Our History is Our 
Strength”.

According to 
Women - history-
month.gov, “The 
Education Task Force of the Sonoma County 
(California) Commission on the Status of 
Women initiated a ‘Women’s History Week’ 
celebration in 1978 and chose the week 
of March 8 to coincide with International 

Women’s Day.” The celebrations caught fire 
around the state and eventually around the 
US. In1981, our own Rep. Barbara Mikulski 
(D-MD) and Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) co-
sponsored a Congressional Resolution nam-

ing a “Women’s 
History Week”. 
Six years lat-
er, Congress ex-
panded the week 
to a month. The 
National Women’s 
History Project 
asked Congress 
to encourage cit-
izens to cele-
brate and remem-
ber women in US 
history through-
out the month of 

March in 1987.
Since then, the popularity of Women’s 

History Month has grown. From schools to li-
braries, from arenas to theatres, people from 
all walks of life remember the contributions, 

sacrifices and strength of women in this na-
tion, and indeed the world.

Young women from around the na-
tion take comfort in learning about their 
foremothers. 

“A woman, young or old, must take pride 
in being an independent woman,” recalls 
Teria Floyd, a junior at Western High School. 
She takes pride in learning about the contri-
butions of women spanning the generations. 
When asked about the month’s commemo-
rations, her step mom, Vann Mills, replied, 
“She=he.” According to Vann, these mass 
celebrations promote the equality of wom-
en in our society.

Nicole Benson, a grad school student 
from West Virginia thinks March is a good 
time, but not the only time, to learn about 
the women who have shaped the nation. 
Benson urges, “March is a good time to in-
dulge in [celebrating] the contributions that 
women have made the America… However, 
it should not be forgotten in the 11 months of 
the year… we should learn about it through-
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House of 
Delegates 

Takes up Key 
Bills

By sTeVe ChARing
At press time we don’t know if the 
Maryland House of Delegates will be 
the venue that will move equality an-
other step forward or will it be a house 
of horrors. By the time you read this 
story, there should be an answer.

One bill, the Civil Marriage 
Protection Act, finally made its way to 
the floor for debate following its dra-
ma-filled consideration by the House 
Judiciary Committee whereby the 
measure barely passed by a 12-10 
vote. Several lawmakers who were 
co-sponsors were hesitant to vote for 
the bill for varying reasons but one 
such co-sponsor, Del. Tiffany Alston 
(D-Prince George’s) had decided to 
vote against the measure saying, “For 
my constituents, no.” And Jill Carter 
(D-Baltimore), in a stunning display of 
gamesmanship, eventually voted for it 
after being excoriated by angry pro-
marriage equality activists and constit-
uents for holding up the vote.

The bill required the “yes” vote 
from committee chairman Del. Joseph 
F. Vallario, Jr. (D- Prince George’s), a 
firm opponent of same-sex marriage 
in order to save it. He wanted it to ad-
vance to the 141-member chamber for 
whatever reason.

Prior to the beginning of the de-
bate on March 9, we learned that an-
other legislator, Del. Peter Murphy 
(D-Charles County), a divorced father 
of two who also has two grandchil-
dren, came out as gay. His family and 
colleagues have known for years, ac-
cording to a report in the Washington 
Blade. This brings the total to eight 

OUT

By dAnA LARoCCA
Against the din of traffic on North Avenue 
near Charles Street a diverse crowd of about 
70 people gathered on March 4 in memo-
ry of slain transwoman Tyra Trent, who was 
found dead, presumed murdered, in a vacant 
house in Northwest Baltimore on February 
19. National leadership, the Mayor’s office, 
local activists, and the faith community of-
fered their support. Speaking from the per-
spective of the national transgender commu-
nity was Denise Leclair, executive director 
of the International Foundation for Gender 
Education:

“I have been to so many of these things; 
it breaks my heart every time. Our commu- —continued on p. 3

—continued on page 3

credit: Donna Simone Plamondon

nity is beautiful. 
We’re smart. We’re 
strong, we’re proud, 
and we don’t need 
to be oppressed 
year after year af-
ter year. This is just 
senseless. We all 
need to stand up 
and start demand-
ing our rights – and 
for the people out 
there who say they 
are our allies, let’s 
see you actually 

‘Our History is Our Strength’
The Nation Kicks off Women’s History Month

—continued on page 3
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Following questioning by re-
porters on March 2, Governor 
Martin O’Malley received plau-
dits from Equality Maryland 
folks and other marriage equal-
ity advocates for his urging 
the House of Delegates to 
get on with the Civil Marriage 
Protection Bill (“Religious 
Freedom” was unfortunately 
dropped from the title in the fi-
nal Senate version). After the 
hemming and hawing by sev-
eral delegates, who were co-
sponsors no less, the Governor 
seemed to have had enough of 
this issue, which unlike in pre-
vious years is dominating the 2011 General 
Assembly. 
“I hope the House comes together and pass-
es this bill,” O’Malley said. 
A perfect time it was for the Governor to 
show some leadership on the controver-
sial measure, who up until now has been re-
luctant to get out in front of the cameras to 
actually advocate for passage. Better late 
than never, I suppose. So three cheers for 
Governor O’Malley!
But moments later, O’Malley, who had 
pledged to sign the bill into law if voted by 
the legislature, acknowledged that even if 
the General Assembly approves the bill, vot-
ers will likely decide its fate because it can be 
petitioned to a referendum that would appear 
on the 2012 ballot. “We should let the people 
decide,” he said. Ouch!
One respected Equality 
Maryland board mem-
ber, upon learning of the 
added comment wrote 
on Facebook, “He always 
finds a way to disappoint.”
And O’Malley is not alone 
in his idea that the peo-
ple should decide. Senate 
President Thomas V. Mike 
Miller, an opponent of mar-
riage for same-sex cou-
ples or even civil unions 
for that matter, cleared the 
way for a debate and vote 
in the Senate by construct-
ing the crucial Judicial 
Proceedings Committee 
(JPR) in such a way that 
there were sufficient sup-
porters of the measure to 
vote it out of committee 
and onto the floor. He even 
pledged to end a filibuster 

but would vote against the bill.
Why would Miller allow the bill 
– one to which he is firmly op-
posed – to finally see the light 
of day? He could have eas-
ily stacked the JPR with op-
ponents to kill it once again. 
Some speculate that the time 
is right for Maryland to finally 
deal with the issue once and 
for all. 
Miller had been accused of 
encouraging the JPR to keep 
the bill from moving to the 
floor because he does not 
like another contentious issue 
to have to be debated. More 

likely he reasoned that since the Governor 
said he would support the measure the leg-
islature may as well take up the issue and 
as O’Malley said, leave it up to the people 
to decide.
Wavering delegates on the House Judiciary 
Committee have indicated, as of this writing, 
they would eventually vote for the bill and ul-
timately on the floor. The slim 12-10 victory in 
the committee on March 4 that enabled the 
full House to consider the bill came after sev-
eral lawmakers backtracked from their origi-
nal co-sponsorship to a position where they 
had to give it more thought, pray, grandstand 
for legislation unrelated to the marriage bill 
or other reasons for not immediately commit-
ting to the bill.

Freshman Delegate Same Arora 
(D-Montgomery) had been aided in his elec-

tion bid largely by LGBT activists and do-
nors specifically for his pro-marriage equal-
ity stance. Then he held the committee vote 
up while he grappled with second thoughts 
and vigorous pressure from the likes of 
the Maryland Catholic Conference and the 
National Organization for Marriage. Arora 
endured intense pressure from his constitu-
ents who pointedly reminded him of his orig-
inal position. 

After he finally decided that he would 
vote for the measure, Arora said, ““On the 
floor, I will vote to send the bill to the gov-
ernor so that Marylanders can ultimately 
decide this issue at the polls. I think that is 
appropriate.” In the end, Committee Chair, 
Joseph F. Vallario Jr., an opponent of mar-
riage equality, cast the decisive 12th vote – 
not so much that he flip-flopped but because 
again, the people should decide.

I call that “punting.” This is where politi-
cians do not want to take a courageous stand 
on a controversial issue and instead let oth-
ers decide. Should the House go on to pass 
the bill and O’Malley signs it, the people 
through the referendum process will make 
their decision at the ballot box and the politi-
cians will not have to bear the heat from con-
stituents regardless of the outcome. Instead, 
they are supporting the horrendous notion 
that the rights of a minority should be at the 
mercy of the will of the majority.

Those opponents of marriage for same-
sex couples who will have voted for the bill 
or those, such as Mike Miller who had eased 
the way for its consideration in the legisla-

ture, had done so be-
cause they believe that 
the referendum to over-
turn the law will be ap-
proved by the voters in 
2012. 

In the coming 
weeks, I will present 
the challenges of the 
referendum should the 
House of Delegates go 
on to approve the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act. 
I will outline what I be-
lieve will be the reasons 
why it is an uphill battle 
and also point out how 
we as a community can 
overcome those chal-
lenges. t

Steve charing’s 
outspoken blog is at 
w w w.S t eve c h a r i n g .
blogspot.com. 
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woMen’s hisToRy MonTh
– continued from front page

out the year,” she notes.
Women are not alone in their enthusi-

asm about Women’s History Month. Men 
are also making their voices heard in regard 
to March. “Women have been the corner-
stone in helping to build such a great foun-
dation for mankind, doing this in a loving and 
special kind of way by raising children to be 
leaders [emphasizing] justice for all,” said 
Martin Earle, a Baltimore activist. 

Native New Yorker, Osei Organ, believes 
that it is important for women to acknowl-
edge their storied past. He quips, “What bet-
ter way for mothers and daughters to make 
their own history than by acknowledging the 
accomplishments of women who have come 
before them?”

Therein lays the challenge. It is one thing 
to encourage the commemoration of female 
ancestors during the month. It is another 
thing entirely to respect, honor and cherish 
women throughout the year. 

As we go through this month, it may 
be easy to forget how much more work we 
have to do in regard to the equality of wom-
en. Women still get lower pay for the same 
work that men do. Women are frequently the 
targets of sexual violence and domestic vio-
lence. Women are often vilified in the lyrics 
of songs and the objects of derision in mu-

sic videos. We should not forget the contin-
ued assault on women’s sexual health and 
reproductive freedom by conservatives and 
religious fundamentalists. 

Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, past president of 
Buddhist lay organization Soka Gakkai 
International, stated that the 21st centu-
ry is the century of women. Women contin-
ue to expand their roles around the world. 
In our own society, we have seen a tremen-
dous shift in the roles of women in the last 
100 years. Women have gone from primari-
ly homemakers and caregivers to astronauts 
and university professors. However, tradi-
tional roles still endure. 

The most important thing that women 
have gained in this nation in the last cen-
tury is the freedom to choose…..what they 
want to be. No longer are women relegated 
and restricted to just a few career options. 
One can find women serving in all types of 
capacities…except at the executive level of 
government. 

Women have yet to gain the presidency 
or the vice presidency. If the next 100 years 
is anything like the last, the 21st will defi-
nitely be a landmark in the advancement of 
women. And maybe in our lifetime, there will 
be a woman in the White House as presi-
dent. t

walk that talk.
The vigil organized by local activist 

Sandy Rawls in consultation with Ms. Trent’s 
family was well-attended by community 
members and leaders alike. Kevin Cleary, 
with Stephanie Rawlings-Blake’s office, as-
sured those gathered that the Mayor’s Office 
will work with the Transgender Response 
Team to “make sure that we have justice for 
all of the citizens of Baltimore.”

Robyn Webb, who has been active in 
transgender justice for 30 years, named other 
Baltimore women who have shared Tyra’s fate. 
Jackie Robarge of Power Inside, a Baltimore 
based advocacy group that serves women im-
pacted by incarceration, street life, and abuse, 
offered the services of her organization as one 
of the first speakers during the vigil. 

Tyra’s mom, Sundra Trent, whose words 
were short but piquant, asked the group to 
“keep us in your prayers.”

Carlton Smith of the Unity Fellowship 
Church of Baltimore offered sobering words 
after the offering. He reflected that it was sad 
to think that we had just finished celebrat-

ing 28 days of Black History Month when we 
had talked about freedom from slavery and 
bondage.

“We have been called to the forefront of 
this campaign against injustice, unfairness 
and inequity. For too long we’ve stood by qui-
etly praying for a change. But I want us to 
know that change is needed, change is pos-
sible, we’re unhappy with what we see, we’re 
unhappy with what we hear, we’re unhappy 
with what we’re experiencing. But change will 
not come without our voices. So tonight I call 
upon us to solidify and to join forces together 
with those who constantly labor for change.”

To the cheers of the crowd he insist-
ed that segregation can be changed to inte-
gration and that rejection can be changed to 
acceptance.

Sandy Rawls summed up the vigil with a 
sense of moving forward. She said “It is time 
that folks who say they are our allies and folks 
who say that they want to help the transgen-
der community to get a better quality of life 
in Baltimore city in particular or Maryland in 
particular – they need to step up!” t

VigiL foR TyRA TRenT
– continued from front page

openly gay legislators—seven of them in the 
House.

The debate on the floor included four 
hostile amendments that attempted to kill 
or weaken the measure, but they failed. The 
full vote was expected to take place after our 
deadline. The Senate passed the measure 
25-21, and the Governor pledged to sign it if 
approved by the legislature.

Regardless of the outcome, which is 
very much in doubt at this point, full cov-
erage will appear in the March 25 issue of 
Baltimore outloud. In the meantime, check 
our website at www.baltimoreoutloud.com 
for updates.

The other important piece of legislation is 
The Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination Act 
(HB 235) whose hearing took place in the 
House Health and Government Operations 
Committee, also on March 9.   

Opposition to the bill that would protect 
transgender individuals on the basis of em-
ployment, housing and credit does not only 
stem from social conservatives who tradition-
ally oppose LGBT rights but also from a sig-
nificant portion of the transgender commu-
nity. These transgender individuals strongly 
believe that a bill that omits public accommo-
dations protections is too weak. They con-
tend that discrimination in public accommo-
dations is a major problem that should have 
been addressed.

Proponents of HB 235, such as Equality 
Maryland, contend that securing job and 
housing protections is most important and 
that the public accommodations component 
will be attempted following this year’s General 
Assembly. If that had been added to the bill, 
the entire measure would be in jeopardy. At 
this point, the bill’s fate is unknown. t

hoUse of deLegATes 
TAkes UP key BiLLs

– continued from front page
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news // LOCAL

Michael Franklin, 25, a community organiz-
er who works on the intersections of rac-
ism, heterosexism and other forms of op-
pression, was recognized by GLSEN – Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network – as 
a Black History Month 
hero. A leader in GLSEN 
Baltimore, Michael is very 
committed to supporting 
the safe schools move-
ment of being inclusive. 

This year he played 
a central role in organiz-
ing a local summit to sup-
port LGBTQA students 
of color in taking leader-
ship of and advancing the 
safe schools movement. 
Michael is planning to build upon the event’s 
foundation with similar programs and actions in 
the future. He is also co-planning a major train-
ing initiative for educators in the Baltimore City 
School District, which serves a high population 

Baltimore outloud received two nomina-
tions in the annual ARGIES online voting for 
the 2011 Best of LGBT Maryland. One nomi-
nation is in the category “2011 Gay/Lesbian/
Bi/Trans/Friendly Business or nonprofit 
of the year.” The other category is “2011 
G a y / L e s b i a n / B i / Tr a n s 
newspaper/Publication of 
the year.”

In addition, outloud’s 
Managing Editor Steve 
Charing was nominated for 
“2011 Gay/Lesbian/Bi/Trans 
Person of the year.”

The survey is being con-
ducted by the RGroup – 
Maryland’s largest Gay and 
Lesbian Social Group of near-
ly 1,600 members. According 
to its mission statement, the RGroup is 
“dedicated to building the Maryland gay 
community and to promote gay parties, din-
ing, networking & social events, theatre, pri-
vate shopping nights, products, services, 
and more.”

of low-income students of color. 
Outside of GLSEN, Michael will be pro-

viding works of poetry to the Black Male 
Identity Campaign of Art on Purpose, a pro-

gram that uses art to 
bring people togeth-
er around issues and 
ideas, specifically 
to challenge and re-
frame the discourse 
on black males. He 
hopes to bring light 
to the value of includ-
ing gay, bisexual, and 
transgender men of 
color within that col-
lective discourse.

Michael’s ongoing 
work is a testament 

to the importance of recognizing the multi-
tude of identities that all people hold and en-
gaging in organizing that is inclusive of all of 
those identities and the issues that are con-
nected to them. t

Michael franklin: 
Black history Month hero 

Voting will run through March 16 and the 
entire community is welcome to vote through 
its website at www.rgroup.org. 

Winners will be announced on Thursday, 
March 31 during the RGroup Awards ceremo-
ny at the Spotlighters Theatre, 817 St. Paul 

St. Besides 
the ARGIES 
awards pre-
s e n t a t i o n , 
there will be 
acts by local 
LGBT perform-
ers, as well as 
a wine cash 
bar and light 
fare reception. 
Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.

Tickets for the awards ceremony can be 
purchased on the RGroup’s website. They 
are $12 for a single, $20 for a couple, and 
special sponsorship tickets are available at 
$35 and $55 each. A portion of each ticket 
sale benefits Spotlighters Theatre. t

OUTloud Receives 
Multiple Nominations 
for Best of LGBT Maryland

from left: Judy gaver, Byron Macfarlane 
and steve Charing attending 2010 ARgies

On March 8 the Howard County chapter of 
PFLAG-Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays-presented a program 
on the topic of Bullying in the Schools. The 
film Bullied, a 40-minute docudrama pro-
duced by the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
tells the story of a Wisconsin student, Jamie 
Nabozny, who was constantly harassed and 
assaulted for being gay. He eventually stood 
up to his tormenters by filing a federal law-

PfLAg Chapter Confronts Bullying 
suit. A jury found the school system liable 
in 1996 for failing to stop antigay violence 
against Nabozny in November 1996 and 
awarded Nabozny, now 34, $900,000. 

Following the film, a panel discussion en-
sued with representatives from the Howard 
County Public School System who outlined the 
procedures that are in place to prevent bullying in 
the schools. Over 70 people attended the event 
with many questions asked of the panel. t

Panel from left: 
Rosanne wilson, 

specialist for 
Positive Behavior 

supports; Tricia 
McCarthy, 

Assistant Principal 
at Bollman Bridge 

elementary 
school; kristen 

fusco, school 
Counselor at 

elkridge Landing 
Middle school; 

and farah evans, 
school Counselor 
at Marriotts Ridge 

high school
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news // NATIONAL

On February 25 the White House announced 
that Jeremy Bernard, an accomplished busi-
nessman, nonprofit and government exec-
utive, was appointed White House Social 
Secretary. Bernard will become the first 
man and the first openly gay 
person to hold this important 
post. Human Rights Campaign 
President Joe Solmonese is-
sued the following statement:

“Jeremy Bernard’s appoint-
ment is historic. We celebrate 
his appointment not merely be-
cause of the ground that he is 
breaking but because we know that he will 
serve the President and First Lady excep-
tionally well. He is competent, gracious un-
der pressure and has distinguished him-
self as a leader in a number of fields. The 
President and Mrs. Obama could not have 
selected a better candidate to ensure that 
all Americans are welcomed to the ‘people’s 
house.’” 

“Anyone who knows Jeremy Bernard 

white house Appoints first 
gay Man as social secretary

knows he will be a great addition to the 
White House,” said Barry Karas, a friend of 
Bernard and a member of the HRC Board 
of Directors from Los Angeles. “Jeremy is a 
true joy to be around and work with. His ap-
preciation of the arts and culture will make 
for grand events and his understanding of 
the important history of the White House and 
the Presidency will serve the American peo-
ple well.” 

“Jeremy’s warm personality and atten-
tion to detail will make families – both the 
First Family and the American family – feel 
at home,” said Dana Perlman, a friend of 
Bernard and a member of the HRC Board of 
Directors. 

A native of San Antonio, Bernard was a 
California finance consultant for the Obama 
for American campaign. Appointed by 
President Clinton, Bernard served on the 
President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts 
for the Kennedy Center and was a member 
of the Democratic National Committee from 
2001 to 2009. t

The freedom to assemble is extremely 
important for people of differences to 
gather and unite for a cause. The number of 
participants in such gatherings is important 
to show individuals either receiving unequal 
treatment or casting a greater spotlight 
on shared views or both. The participants 
themselves do not necessarily all have to be 
ones affected, but simply reflect supporters 
advocating such cause. 

Although the US allows such gatherings, 
and the courts staunchly defend such right, 
sometimes the assembly of people expressing 
unpopular speech strikes a nerve, resulting in 
more conversation or controversy of a particular 
topic. Throughout the rest of the world, howev-
er, the right to assembly and freedom of speech 
is often oppressed. Within the last month, in two 
different sides of the world, the right to assem-
bly has been affirmed by both an anti-gay group 
– oddly enough – that pickets funerals of dead 
soldiers in the US, while gay rights groups that 
want to assemble in Russia have been forbid-
den to gather for a gay rights parade in Moscow 
to express their discontent of oppression.

In the first week of March, in an 8 to 1 
ruling, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Kansas-based Westboro Baptist Church are 
entitled to stage their controversial antigay 
protests at dead soldiers’’ funerals. This pro-
tection extends to protestors, even if their of-

fensive speech causes substantial injury to 
family members and other loved ones at-
tending the funeral. This ruling affirmed that 
free speech and right to assembly includes 
highly offensive protests. 

At the other end of the world, Nikolai 
Alekseev, Russia’s foremost gay rights leader, 
began a seven U.S. city tour – no, Baltimore 
was not included – to generate exposure to 
Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin’s decision 
to prohibit gay rights groups from assembling. 
The gay rights groups are trying to cast light on 
their oppression and continued abuse. 

For many years, gay rights groups in 
Russia have encountered beatings, intimi-
dation, and government bans. The mistreat-
ment in Russia has been so extensive it has 
gained the attention of the European Court, 
which did conclude that violations against gay 
rights groups have occurred. Still, to this day, 
Moscow’s authorities are continuing their prohi-
bition against allowing gay rights groups to as-
semble, and Russia continues to suppress oth-
er gay groups throughout the country, resulting 
in a group of people, without recourse for their 
continued abuse, living in constant fear. 

The freedom of assembly and speech 
in the US should not be taken for granted, 
and it should be noted that it can be used to 
either promote a cause or encourage con-
tinued suppression. When looking at the 
current Supreme Court’s ruling and view-
ing Moscow’s continued oppression of gay 
rights, one has to view the recent Supreme 
Court’s ruling with mixed blessings. On one 
end, they did not limit speech or assemble 
on the other end they allowed a group of big-
ots to promote an agenda at dead soldiers’ 
funerals. When you have a choice between 
either a government disallowing assembly 
and freedom of speech or a government that 
allows complete freedom of speech – even if 
offensive and shocking – one cannot help but 
gravitate towards complete freedom, no mat-
ter how offensive the speech or assembly. t

Repression of 
Representation

See It
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David Placher

 Let us help you acquire 
the vehicles and 

equipment you need to 
grow your business

 Utilize our Equipment 
& Commercial Vehicle 

Lease Finance Solutions

 Local Company Serving 
Greater Baltimore Area 

Businesses for over 
35 years 

CALL NANCY OR ALLAN: 1.800.733.5529
OR EMAIL: customerservice@madisoncapital.com  |  WWW.MadisonCapital.COM

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS



6 q BALTiMoRe oUTLoUd   MARCH 11, 2011  •  Baltimoreoutloud.com

Beyond The BeLTwAy

that he first decided to address the issue 
of black LGBT abuse victims when he was 
working on a report about the level of domestic 
violence in the LGBT community. Reports over 
the past ten years have shown that between 
23 and 32 percent of LGBT people experience 
abuse at some point in their life – around the 
same rate as heterosexual women. But, said 
Gill, no research exists about domestic vio-
lence in specific subsets of the LGBT commu-
nity, such as black LGBT people. 

Throughout the evening, participants 
said that one of the challenges facing black 
LGBT people is mainstream service pro-
viders’ language. Many black LGBT peo-

ple don’t identify with 
white LGBT culture, so 
they feel alienated by 
words usually used to 
describe LGBT people. 
Black LGBT victims of-
ten must seek support 
from organizations that 

are not just insensitive to black gay culture, 
but that are insensitive to gay culture over-
all. “How many of us work at an organization 
where the majority of the board is straight 
and white?” said one participant. Another 
participant pointed out that reaching black 
LGBT people can be difficult because they 
often don’t live in traditional LGBT commu-
nities. A black lesbian was frustrated with 
the lack of research about the impact of 
domestic violence on black lesbians. The 
Roundtable succeeded in raising the issue 
among those that deal with domestic vio-
lence. (Bay Windows – emily cataneo at 
baywindows.com)

Gay priest loses 
teaching job at 
Catholic college
Philadelphia, PA – Just a few days before 
the Rev. James St. George was to start an-
other semester of teaching at Chestnut Hill 
College, the openly gay 
pastor was informed his 
services were no lon-
ger required – a deci-
sion stemming from his 
sexual orientation. St. 
George, the pastor of 
St. Miriam in Blue Bell, 
taught several religion 
classes as an adjunct 
professor at the Roman Catholic college and 
was set to begin two more this week. However, 
on Feb. 21 he received a brief letter from dean 

Firefighter loses 
job for anti-gay 
post on Facebook
Bourne, MA – Massachusetts firefight-
er Richard Doherty recently lost his job af-
ter posting anti-gay insults on Facebook last 
summer direct-
ed at Bourne po-
lice officers, his 
deputy fire chief, 
and the town. “Firefighter Doherty has dis-
qualified himself from the ability to serve as 
a firefighter because he elected to post on 
the Internet a message that causes the pub-
lic to question whether he can serve all of its 
citizens,” said Town Administrator Thomas 
Guarino. WHDH-TV reported that Doherty 
has since moved out of the town.

“The town of Bourne wouldn’t tolerate 
that kind of mindset from employees. We 
send out a message that we want them to 
be professional and we support the town 
administrator,” John Ford, Bourne Board of 
Selectmen, told WHDH. “I don’t take any-
thing personally. This is a job – we take it se-
rious. We want to protect the reputation of 
the fire department – we’ve got an excellent 
fire department, and we want to protect the 
reputation of the town of Bourne.”

The firefighters union is expected to ap-
peal the decision. Spokesman Gil Taylor told 
WHDH, “Mr. Doherty is not a racist, bigot, 
[anti-gay], nor anti-special needs as the town 
alleges. He has never provided substandard 
service or patient care to anyone regardless 
of his personal feelings.” (Bay Windows – 
Hannah clay Wareham at Baywindows.com)

LGBT workers stand 
with Wisconsin 
state employees
olympia, wA – Led by Washington 
Federation of State Employees (WFSE) 
members in their trademark green shirts, 
2,500 people including 
LGBT workers rallied in 
Olympia on February 26 in 
solidarity with Wisconsin 
workers, completely over-
whelming 150 Tea Party 
members who gathered 
to support Walker. ‘Around 
the country, LGBT workers 
and our allies are standing in solidarity with 
the workers in Wisconsin,’ said Pride At Work 
Executive Director Peggy Shorey. ‘The right 

to collective bargaining is vital for all work-
ers, and particularly so for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender workers and our 
families.’ Pride At Work, an LGBT labor orga-
nization affiliated with the AFL-CIO, is work-
ing with Wisconsin unions and LGBT organi-
zations to build the ongoing protests against 
Gov. Scott Walker’s so-called ‘budget repair 
bill.’ The protests began after Walker intro-
duced his bill on February 11. 

The Republican governor says his bill 
aims at balancing the state budget. State 
workers and their supporters, however, ac-
cuse the governor of wanting to strip work-
ers of their right to collective bargaining. For 
Shorey, the right to join a union and bargain 
a contract with employers is key to securing 
the rights of LGBT workers, especially where 
they are not protected by state anti-discrim-
ination laws. ‘Wisconsin state laws do not 
include protections against discrimination 
based on gender identity and expression, so 
a union is likely the only form of protection for 
Transgender workers,’ she said in a Pride At 
Work statement. 

Uniting under the slogan ‘We are one!’ 
upwards of 100,000 people, many of them 
members of public employee unions and 
their families, have swarmed the Wisconsin 
state capitol in Madison. Democratic state 
senators have left the state, effectively bring-
ing the state’s budget process to a halt. The 
protests have electrified the country and put 
new backbone into a progressive movement 
that had been reeling from losses in the 2010 
elections. (Seattle Gay News – mike andrew 
at sgn.org)

Event looks at 
domestic violence 
in black LGBT 
community
Boston, MA – More than 80 people joined 
in a roundtable discussion on at Boston’s 
Fenway Health about the multitude of is-
sues involved in providing services to black 
LGBT victims of domestic violence. The Gay 
Men’s Domestic Violence Project (GMDVP) 
organized the discussion, called “Domestic 
Violence in the Black Queer Community.” 
Mainstream service providers, leaders from 
both the black and LGBT communities, and 
concerned citizens gathered to discuss both 
issues facing the black LGBT community 
and strategies to help this underrepresented 
community.

GMDVP education director Iain Gill said 

of continuing studies Elaine Green, who wrote, 
without an explanation, that he would not be 
granted the two contracts. 

“I opened that letter, and I just started 
crying,” St. George told PGN this week, say-
ing he thought when he saw the envelope 
that it contained the contract agreements he 
was awaiting.

Following intense media coverage, the 
college posted a statement to its website 
saying St. George was not offered a new 
contract “not because he is gay but because 
his recent public statements regarding his 
long-term, same-sex partnership are at odds 
with the beliefs and mission of Chestnut Hill 
College and the Catholic Church.” The col-
lege asserted St. George referenced his 
longtime partner on his blog last week when 
he made a passing reference to a PGN ar-
ticle on him published last year, in which he 
talked about his relationship.

St. George, 45, is an ordained priest 
with the Old Catholic Apostolic Church of 
the Americas, a denomination that branched 
away from the Roman Catholic Church more 
than a century ago and allows priests to be 
male or female, straight or gay, and does not 
require celibacy. The college statement, is-
sued by President Sister Carol Jean Vale, 
continued that St. George’s church’s ac-
ceptance of gay priests is “contrary to the 
teaching of the Roman Catholic Church.” St. 
George said he never hid his orientation, but 
also did not address his sexuality in class or 
in his job interview. (Philadelphia Gay News 
– Jen colletta at epgn.com) 

Christian college 
blocks gay college 
website
searcy, Ak – Harding University in Arkansas 
banned a new website focusing on gay and 
lesbian life on campus. HU Queer Press 
launched March 2 in the morning. Campus 
officials blocked access within the campus 
firewalls by the end of the day. 

Founders of HU Queer Press say their 
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ployees and offers a Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Associate Resource 
Group. Politics may not be able to keep Wal-
Mart out of NYC. The retailer is reportedly 
eyeing a site in Brooklyn already zoned for a 
big-box store. Wal-Mart employs 1.4 million 
workers in the United States. (365Gay.com – 
Jonathan Fairbanks)

Sponsors of trip by 
Russian activist 
drop support 
san francisco, CA – Several California or-
ganizations have pulled the plug on their 
sponsorship of a visit to the Golden State by 
prominent Russian gay rights activist Nikolai 
Alekseev after it was discovered that he 
posted an anti-Jewish remark on a blog that 
he owns. Alekseev was to have appeared 
in San Francisco at the LGBT Community 
Center Monday, March 7. Equality California 
and Robin Tyler, of Robin Tyler Productions, 
were the main sponsors of Alekseev’s vis-
it. But a broad range of organizations were 
also on board, including Congregation Kol-
Ami, Jewish Community Relations Council, 
Get Equal, Christopher Street West, and the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights.

Scott Long, formerly of Human Rights 
Watch and now a fellow at Harvard, captured 
the January 31 blog post on February 26. 
The specific quote from Alekseev (since de-
leted) reads: ‘The Jews and Mubarak ... The 
Israeli Prime Minister urged Western leaders 
to support Egyptian dictator Mubarak ... And 
who after this are the Jews? In fact, I always 
knew who they were.’ (Ellipses in original.)

Alekseev said in a statement Tuesday 
that he still plans to come to California. On 
his Facebook page, according to a source, 
he posted, ‘It’s time to shake the Castro and 
I will do it. So that those who forgot what is 
gay activism switch on their brain again and 
not conceal behind the name of Harvey Milk.’ 
(Seattle Gay News at sgn.org t – cynthia 
laird – courtesy of the Bay area reporter)

mission is to “give voice to the experiences 
of gay and lesbian students at Harding” and 
to encourage “uncensored voices of individu-
als who are all too familiar with censorship.” 
Students with mobile devices and computers 
off-campus will still be able to access the site.

In a written statement, HU President Dr. 
David Burke says the site was blocked be-
cause of the school’s religious foundation. 
“The student handbook states that the uni-
versity holds to the biblical principle that sex-
ual relationships are unacceptable to God 
outside the context of marriage and that sex-
ual immorality in any form will result in sus-
pension from the university,” Dr. Burke said. 
“Based on that policy, university administra-
tors felt that having this website available on 
campus goes against said mission and pol-
icies.” (365Gay.com – Jonathan Fairbanks)

LGBT group joins 
fight to block Wal-
Mart in New York
new york City, ny – A prominent LGBT or-
ganization joins the list of elected officials and 
business people opposed to Wal-Mart open-
ing a store in New York City. The National 
Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force says Wal-Mart 
has a history of mis-
treating gay employ-
ees. Rea Carey, execu-
tive director of the task 
force told the New York 
times: “It may be a local debate for New York 
City, but Wal-Mart is the largest private em-
ployer in the country. To have Wal-Mart as a 
substantial employer there, and an employ-
er that lacks these basic protections, then a 
lot of people who need work, who seek work, 
simply won’t feel comfortable.”

Wal-Mart says it’s accepting of gay em-
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these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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A recent article written by David Kaufman for 
National Public Radio (NPR) expressed an 
understanding of the role of African American 
churches in Maryland politics. He noted that 
Maryland has an African American popula-
tion of 31 percent, as opposed to only 7 per-
cent in California where many suggested that 
the African American vote was the deciding 
factor in the passage of Proposition 8. Many 
dispute that influence but there is enough ev-
idence to suggest that it is true that it would 
be foolhardy to ignore the role of the black 
Christian vote.

Statistics from the Pew Forum on religion 
in public life suggest that Kaufman’s cautions 
are well founded.

It is difficult to determine how church at-
tendance reflects religious belief but it is of-
ten used as a benchmark. Thirty-seven per-
cent of Marylanders attend church regularly. 
This number is important because outside of 
the LGBT community that is the group that 
continues to be the most vocal concerning 
LGBT political change. African Americans 
attend church regularly at a rate of 53 per-
cent, yet 79 percent report that religion is 
very important in their lives. This suggests 
that church attendance may be less impor-
tant than religious belief among that group. 
Over 60 percent of African Americans be-
lieve that churches should express their po-
litical views as compared to only 45 percent 
of the total population.

Traditional African American church-
es play an important role in Maryland poli-
tics; their role in the civil rights movement for 
the past 60 years is an object lesson in po-
litical action. The Catholic Church has sim-
ilarly had a history of leadership in issues 
concerning social justice. Its role as an in-
stitution concerning LGBT issues has been 
relatively small. But the role of non-church 
Catholic groups such as the Maryland 
Catholic Conference is enormous. 

As I read comments by LGBT supporters in 
the mainstream newspapers, LGBT blogs, and 
Equality Maryland’s Facebook it appears that 
the vilification of Christians and the marginal-
ization of African Americans is quickly becom-
ing a repeat of what happened in California.

A comment at Pam’s House Blend in a 

discussion of Delegate Jill Carter’s foot drag-
ging a reader said that “as the referendum 
vote nears and some black homobigots start 
saying that “the gay community has nev-
er done anything for the black community” 
or that type of nonsense that I hear, here’s 
something that can be thrown right back in 
their bigoted faces.” 

A reader at the Baltimore Sun addressed 
Delegate Alston saying “… I am sick and tired 
of black elected officials being “run” by their 
churches. News flash – your voters elected 
YOU, not your pastors who bought their de-
grees from some southern diploma mills.”

Equality Maryland vilified a Catholic 
Church in their own community of South 
Baltimore as “devoting their Sunday bulle-
tins to demonizing loving and committed 
couples.” They must have missed the memo 
that 25% of Marylanders are Catholic when 
one of their brilliant decided to post this as 
“Pitting the Rosary against your ring finger.”

David Kaufman in the NPR article asked if 
Maryland LGBT leaders can apply what they 
have learned from the mistakes of the West 
Coast. He asks if they will “avoid the race-baiting 
that has so poisoned their progressive move-
ment since 2008 and led to charges of racism, 
elitism and indifference to minority matters?”

So far the answer seems to be a defini-
tive “no.”

At the vigil held in Baltimore for slain trans-
woman Tyra Trent on March 4 the potential 
power of church involvement in LGBT strug-
gles was manifested by presence of church 
leader and civil rights activist Carlton Smith 
of the Unity Fellowship Church of Baltimore. 
The music, too, was based on Christianity. 
Tyra’s mother asked the gathered group to 
pray for her and her family. Indeed, the ral-
ly was held in front of a church. While it may 
seem politically attractive to ignore the role of 
religion in political life, it is unrealistic.

Politicians do and will continue to court 
faith communities for support. The LGBT 
community should follow that lead. It is not 
enough to solicit the best wishes of a hand-
ful of handwringing liberal churches. Our goal 
should be to solicit the support of large main-
stream churches, not a few rebels from within 
them. When we do that we only fool ourselves. 

The transgender community is just as 
much at fault as the gay and lesbian commu-
nity in antagonizing religious forces against 
us. Local Drag King group the Charm City 
Boys has performed such numbers as “The 
Prayer” that portrays folks in monkish outfits 
being controlled by a puppeteer and a por-
trayal of “The Jew Kids On The Block,” called 
“Candlelight.” 

Whether harmless parody or juvenile 
comedy it will likely not serve to win Christian 
or Jewish votes. t
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If this article makes absolutely no sense to 
you then I pray that when you are finished 
reading you pass it on to someone else to 
figure out and keep passing it on until some-
one understands it. Maybe that person will 
be able to explain to me exactly what it is I’m 
trying to say because for the first time in my 
life I am truly at a loss of words. 

It makes no sense and yet is perfectly 
logical that the Supreme Court ruled, in an 
8-1 verdict, in favor of the Westboro Baptist 
Church’s appeal. The basis of the verdict is 
under the first amendment right of freedom 
to speech and protest. In her biography of 
Voltaire, Evelyn Hall summarized Voltaire’s 
ideals of free speech stating, “I disapprove of 
what you say, but I will defend, to the death, 

your right to say it.”
While I cannot say that I completely agree 

with that sentiment I can say that it helps me 
to understand the Supreme Court’s ruling. 
Unfortunately it does not help me understand 
exactly how we’ve allowed 
this country to get to this 
place. I believe we’ve be-
come complacent with the 
direction our moral stan-
dards are heading in. In 
their place we’ve con-
cerned ourselves with pet-
ty causes, stupid vices and 
money. 

It makes no sense that 
the WBC is allowed to con-
duct themselves in a man-
ner with no censorship or 
compassion for their fellow 
man. However, for those 
of us who work in a customer service-relat-
ed field we must censor ourselves each day 
to avoid unemployment and maintain our 
scrap of a paycheck. If you’ve ever worked 
retail then you know that the general public 
is straight up rude. Some of the things that 
have been said to me make the signs the 
WBC uses look like Hallmark cards. 

Why are we trained to “coddle” the cus-
tomer? For money. As long as someone is 

America
A rant

buying it doesn’t matter to corporate that 
you’ve had your dignity handed back to you 
completely shredded and dissolved. So what 
does this do to our nation? It creates a cul-
ture that negates compassion and glori-

fies self-indulgence. Who 
cares if you just made 
someone cry, you got what 
you wanted and that’s all 
that matters. Right? 

The American sto-
ry no longer reads like a 
fairytale but rather has 
become an instruction 
manual, complete with di-
agrams and keys, on how 
to out-do, out-buy, out-
live, out-sell even out-
eat your fellow man. Of 
course, if you’re like me 
then you are questioning 

what language the script is written in and 
have probably been on hold with the sup-
port line for well over an hour. 

I am appalled that some punishment is 
not being inflicted on the WBC. While I un-
derstand that they were within their legal 
rights as American citizens I don’t under-
stand where we draw the line between what 
is legally right and morally wrong. Our fam-
ily, friends, neighbors and peers are allowed 

to die fighting for our country but we can’t 
even offer them the dignity of a respectful fu-
neral service.

It makes no sense!
I know I am not the only one upset 

by this action. If the WBC is allowed to 

preach hate than why aren’t we out there 
preaching love? It’s not enough to roll 
your eyes and say, “Oh geeze America, 
come on get it right,” then flip the channel 
to Jersey Shore. It takes action. We have 
to acknowledge the struggles and victo-
ries of those around us. As well, we have 
to take personal responsibility for the de-
moralization of our country. We have al-
lowed it to become such a dark place. 
Something has got to give, and I hope that 
this verdict has caused enough of a rift to 
wake us up. t
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By CoLin RiLey
Given the current push for marriage equality 
in our great state of Maryland, I went to my 
bookshelf and picked out Families like mine: 
children of Gay Parents tell it like it is by 
Abigail Garner. Garner, who founded www.
FamiliesLikeMine.com for children of LGBT 
parents, tells the stories of children growing 
up with two moms, two dads, or bi and trans-
identified parents. Garner’s mother and fa-
ther divorced after he came out as gay to his 
family. Garner weaves her family’s story of 
coming to terms with her father’s sexuality 
into the stories of the children, some who are 
teenagers and others adults, who she has 
met over the years.

Garner starts out by 
saying that she will not su-
garcoat the experience 
of having LGBT parents. 
She makes a great point 
by saying that in order for 
children of LGBT families 
to be accepted for their dif-
ferences, they must show 
how normal and similar 
they are to everyone else. 
The parents’ sexual ori-
entation or gender iden-
tity must not influence or 
harm their children in any 
way. Yet, LGBT families 
have their issues. Some 
of these are similar to the 
ones straight parents face 
in raising children. Others are unique to the 
make-up of the LGBT family, and as Garner 
makes clear, no two LGBT families deal with 
these issues in the same manner. 

I appreciated the wide range of top-
ics Garner covered. From parents coming 
out to their kids to changing family dynam-
ics to dealing with HIV positive fathers and 
mothers, Garner leaves out nothing from the 
LGBT family experience. What surprised me 
the most was the homophobia that children 
of LGBT parents face in their everyday lives. 
Garner talked about how when the kids are 

With the advent of the Internet, sex has be-
come as attainable as a burger in Manhattan. 
Not to suggest that before chat rooms and sex 
sites finding a “hook up” was a hard task, es-
pecially for the gay community. Gay identified 
men, due to societal opposition to their orienta-
tion, have been finding creative means for cruis-
ing for years, everywhere from bath houses and 
sex parties to gyms and public restrooms. 

I want to be clear not to do to my commu-
nity the disservice that has been done to it for 
years, by making it seem as if gay life is sole-
ly one of promiscuity. The fact of the matter is 
this; the gay community has and is still being 
denied the opportunity to legitimately love. It 
is my opinion that when one is denied forev-
er they attempt to fully exhaust the now, thus, 
the reason gay men seem to over indulge sex-
ually. America experienced its sexual awaken-
ing in the 1970s with tie-dyed hippies spread-
ing their message of “free love” wherever they 
went. The 80’s brought with it an epidemic that 
would directly rival the notions of the “free lov-
ers.” The HIV viruses hit the gay community 
with the force of a category 10 hurricane caus-
ing devastation and despair to all in its path.

In the past 30 plus years there has been 
numerous campaigns dedicated to halting 
the progression of the epidemic. I can re-
member hearing about AIDS from a very 
young age. One would think that with all of 
the money spent on this issue, at this point, 
HIV would have gone the way of small pox 
and would have been eradicated, and may-
be so if not for all misconceptions surround-
ing its transmission and whom exactly is at 
risk. Maybe the issue isn’t that there aren’t 
enough campaigns devoted to safer sexual 
practices, but that the message hasn’t been 
disseminated in a way that’s tangible. 

There also seems to be an apathy sur-

rounding sexually transmitted diseases in 
general. It is as if people feel that due to the 
advancements in medicine there is nothing to 
worry about. “Just pop and pill or get a shot 
and move on with life” seems to be the perva-
sive attitude toward STDs today.

Maryland native and Baltimore resident 
William Caldwell is using his talent to com-
bat sexual irresponsibility in quite a different 
way. Last year the Coppin State University 
alum self- published his work Boi Pull Your 
Pants up which uses short stories to illus-
trate the importance of protecting one’s self 
during sexual relations. Boi Pull Your Pants 
up isn’t your run-of-the mill cautionary tale 
surrounding sex that eventually starts to feel 
like an after school special. 

This book is saucy, provocative, sus-
penseful, and even humorous, while at the 
same time informative and relatable. I found 
myself thinking “wow I’ve been in a situation 
like that” or even “I didn’t know that could 
happen.” I could feel my awareness of the 
world expanding and myself becoming more 
open to situations that I had viewed as exter-
nal of myself. I must admit when I was first in-
troduced to this work I thought “here we go, 
another ‘AIDS book’ that’ll probably have lit-
tle to no literary value.” 

As I feel that while many works that have 
dealt with HIV have been informative many 
weren’t interesting or well written. I couldn’t 
have been more wrong in my assumption, 
this work is a great mix of effecation and en-
tertainment as it reads like a feature film at 
points equipped with eroticism, cliffhangers, 
heroes, and villains. 

This book is well constructed and will defi-
nitely challenge the sexual norms that have led 
to the demise of so many. Boi Pull Your Pants 
up doesn’t focus only on HIV but various STDs, 
yet in a way that makes the reader think not 
only about the importance using protection, but 
also about the decisions that we make on a dai-
ly basis that affect us in a myriad of ways. 

This is an important work for all people, 
but for black people specifically. Mr. Caldwell 
brilliantly details instances that aren’t uncom-
mon for members of the black community as 
a whole, which is another way that he exceed-
ing my expectations. For when I started read-
ing the book I expected all of the stories to be 
gay-themed, and was quite pleasantly sur-
prised to find that wasn’t the case. This book 
is everything from sexy to scary, but one thing 
it isn’t is monolithic. I would recommend this 
work to anyone that enjoys fiction that bares a 
discernable message. Boi Pull Your Pants up 
is available on William Caldwell’s website at 
www.willcproductions.net along with any up-
coming readings and public events. t

Unboxed
with Ajar

Larry Walker

toddlers, they are very out and proud about 
their gay dads or lesbian moms. Yet when 
these kids enter school for the first time, they 
risk being bullied and harassed simply by 
mentioning their LGBT parents. Garner ex-
plains that these kids don’t do it out of in-
ternalized homophobia or shame for their fa-
milial situation as much as for the sake of 
protecting their parents.

The book also encompassed a wide va-
riety of experiences. There were candid sto-
ries from teenagers and adults about bi-
sexual and transgender parents as well as 
children of LGBT parents of color. Parts 
of the book could have benefited from 

more personal testimo-
ny. Garner gives great ad-
vice to LGBT and straight 
parents on how to broach 
these difficult and sensi-
tive topics, but the stories 
of the children were so in-
teresting, I always wanted 
to hear more about them.

Reading about how 
much these children loved 
and admired their parents 
gave me hope for the fu-
ture of raising my own chil-
dren with my partner. In 
the wise words of Garner, 
“LGBT families and our 
fair-minded allies have the 
power to challenge hate 
and transform our homo-

phobic society, one conversation at a time.” 
I hope that these conversations continue to 
take place here in Maryland, and I hope they 
show our lawmakers that LGBT families de-
serve equal rights for their loved ones.

Families like mine: children of Gay 
Parents tell it like it is. Abigail Garner. 
Perennial Currents; paperback, 264 pgs. 
2005. t

colin riley stars as 1st Batlen/Hasid in 
the Jewish theatre Workshops production of 
the dyBBUk at the Jcc of Pikesville. dates 
and tickets at Jewishtheatreworkshop.org

STRAIGHT TALK ABOUT 
Children of LGBT Families

‘BOI, PULL 
Your Pants 

UP’

// BETWEEN THE COVERS
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courtesy of the Human rights campaign
Republican leaders in the House of 
Representatives announced their response 
to the recent announcement by the Obama 
Administration that they will no longer de-
fend Section 3 of the discriminatory Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA). The Administration’s 
announcement also contained a clear state-
ment that it will continue to enforce the law but 
will no longer defend the one section of the 
statute in court that denies federal recogni-
tion and benefits to legally married same-sex 
couples.

The question for House Republican 
leaders is what, if any, actions will they take 
in defense of DOMA and will they schedule 
a legally unnecessary vote in the full House 
in order to score cheap political points while 
taking their eye off the ball on the economy.

Speaker John Boehner and Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor have repeatedly prom-
ised Americans that they will only focus on 
jobs and the economy:

“Our new majority is intent on honoring 
the commitment we made to the American 
people…. We pledged we would focus 
on jobs and spending, and stopping the 
Washington regulatory assault that has led 
to massive uncertainty in the private sector. 

We’re going to keep our word.” – Speaker 
Boehner at the Conservative Political Action 
Conference, 2/10/11

“We will reform the way the House op-
erates. This starts by rethinking how time is 
spent and what types of legislation we will 
bring to the House floor. We will identify our 
top policy goals and commit to take concrete 
steps every single week to advance those 
goals. And we will hold each other account-
able by asking: Are my efforts addressing 
job creation and the economy; are they re-
ducing spending; and are they shrinking the 
size of the federal government while increas-
ing and protecting liberty? If not, why am I 
doing it? Why are we doing it?” – Majority 
Leader Cantor, 11/15/10

Regardless of how Members feel about 
the merits of DOMA, there is no need for the 
full House to vote in order to defend the law. 
The Speaker doesn’t need a House vote to 
intervene – any move in this direction would 
be a transparent effort to elevate the issue 
and throw red meat to his right-wing base. 
It would be particularly hypocritical given 
the Speaker’s contention that the President 
shouldn’t have made the decision he did in 
order to focus on the economy.

The second important issue for House 

Republican leadership is what does it mean 
to defend the constitutionality of Section 3 
of DOMA in Court? The world has changed 
since 1996 and fair-minded Americans won’t 
like what House Republican leaders have to 
say when trying to justify federal discrimina-
tion against some of a state’s lawful marriag-
es. Among the arguments Congress would 
likely have to make:

• That gays and lesbians have not faced 
a history of discrimination

• That one’s sexual orientation is in fact 
relevant to a person’s ability to contribute to 
society

• That, contrary to the opinion of experts, 
sexual orientation is something that can be 
changed

• That gays and lesbians are politically 
powerless

• That the federal government is justified 
in violating the federalist tradition of leaving 
marriage and family law to the states

Additionally, there are no guarantees 
that House Republican leaders would suc-
ceed these cases. In two DOMA-related 
cases in Massachusetts, a federal judge 
appointed by President Nixon has already 
found Section 3 of DOMA to be unconstitu-
tional even under the lowest level of scrutiny 
that gives great deference to the legislature.

Every day, DOMA denies fundamen-
tal protections to legally married couples 
and their families. What DOMA does each 
and every day – in the concrete terms with 

which Members were not faced in 1996, 
when no same-sex couple could legally mar-
ry – is deny lawfully-married couples a host 
of rights, benefits and obligations that their 
neighbors take from granted.

This is not an abstract discussion. It’s 
about denying health benefits to the hus-
band of a career federal employee suf-
fering from colon cancer. It’s about keeping 
Social Security survivor benefits from the wife 
who stayed at home and cared for the kids. It’s 
about making the taxes on private health insur-
ance unbearable for a spouse. It’s about driv-
ing a woman out of the home they made togeth-
er for decades, so that her dying wife can use 
Medicaid for hospice care. It’s about the hus-
band who wants to be buried with the man who 
fought valiantly at Omaha Beach, or Inchon, 
or Da Nang, or Fallujah. It’s about parents and 
children. Husbands and wives. Families.

The Human Rights Campaign is fighting 
back against DOMA, telling Congress: “Don’t 
defend, instead repeal.” HRC launched an ac-
tion alert last week (https://secure3.convio.
net/hrc/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=U
serAction&id=1055) that has generated more 
than 125,000 e-mails to Congress already. We 
also offer our supporters a survey to describe 
how DOMA affects their family (www.hrc.org/
DOMASurvey), the results of which were pre-
sented to Congress as reasons to support re-
peal. Additionally we have been meeting and 
strategizing with Capitol Hill allies on ways to 
increase support for repeal. t 

Thinking oUT LoUd 

By TeRRenCe BRoweR
the Gang N’em
Many people in the community are afraid to 
mentor, or are afraid to be mentored, or have 
the proper supervision that they need to be 
brought up in the community. Many youth in the 
community are afraid to ask someone older to 
mentor them because out of fear that they may 
be “tried.” By “tried” I mean they will try to have 
sex with them and take advantage of them. 

I went to a NAESM (National AIDS 
Education Services for Minorities)/ Brother 
Help Thyself conference in Atlanta, Georgia. 
When I was down there a member from the 
Baltimore Community raised a good point. 
She said “You can’t mentor and f*ck the 
youth at the same time.” 

The reason for this social commentary 
is to agree with her; that you cannot men-
tor and have sexual relationship with your 

Speaker Boehner: 
Don’t Defend DOMA

mentee. You see, what we fail to realize as 
a community is that sex changes everything. 
You can have a mentoring relationship, a 
friendship, a business relationship, or you 
can even be enemies, but once you bring 
sex into any equation that changes things 
because you now have emotions involved. 

If you are going to be someone’s gay 
father, mother, uncle, aunt, or any form of 
gay extended family, that is a very presti-
gious honor to have. That means that some-
one has you as a gay role model in their life. 
When you adopt a youth in the communi-
ty as your gay child, nephew, niece, or any 
form of gay extended family that means that 
you see a potential in them. It is up to you to 
help bring their potential out and help them 
to shine as brightly as they can. 

It doesn’t mean that you should try to take 
advantage of your new found power and try 

to have sex with 
them. The youth 
are already vulner-

able enough and we are also constantly un-
der surveillance by our opponents on Capitol 
Hill and Annapolis who want to stop us from 
getting the rights that not only LGBT citizen 
deserve but as American citizens deserve. 

The idea of a gay mother and/or gay fa-
ther came from the Ballroom community. 
Originally, you would join the house, and they 
would take you in as a gay child because 
back in the 80’s and 90’s youth were facing 
homelessness. The gay mother and father 
would let them stay with them or someone 
that was in the houses’ networks. 

Over time this vision was corrupted 
by greedy house fathers and mothers who 
wanted to have sex with the kids they were 
adopting. I feel that if any of the legends from 
Paris is Burning were still alive today they 
would be ashamed of the whole mentoring in 
the gay community. 

It is perfectly OK to have sex with the 
youth as long as you distinguish that you are 
not a mentor but more so a lover. You can’t 
be a lover and mentor at the same time. Also, 
for the youth reading this, choose careful-
ly if and when you elect someone to mentor 
you. Make sure they are legit and they have a 
good name because if they don’t have a good 
name then you could just as easily be associ-
ated with their mess and drama. 

Older members of the community – don’t 
be afraid to mentor. Many of the youth programs 
these days need more responsible and mature 
mentors to help out with different things in their 
organizations. Just as long as you don’t try to 
use these organizations as a dating pool for 
yourself; be proactive and make sure you are 
there for the right reasons. 

Also, if you want to pick up a date; don’t 
do it there. Please go somewhere that is ei-
ther age appropriate or dating appropriate 
for that. Hey, there’s always the Internet…I’m 
just saying. t.

The Corruption of Mentor-hood 
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heALTh And weLLness

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh



N o  t w o  p e o p l e  a r e  a l i k e .  N o  t w o  p e o p l e  a r e  a l i k e .  N o  t w o  p e o p l e  a r e  a l i k e .     
  

Some lie about flossing.Some lie about flossing.  
  

  
Some brush more than 3 times a day. Some brush more than 3 times a day.   

  
  

   
And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office 

since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.   
 

   
   
   
   

Complete health care, completely about you.Complete health care, completely about you.  

At At Chase Brexton Health ServicesChase Brexton Health Services, ,   
we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.  

  
But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do, But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do,   

Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    
reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.  

  
For an appointment, call 410For an appointment, call 410--837837--2050.2050.  
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Dear Dr. Eva,
Why do some guys have bends in their 

penis?
Enquiring Minds Want to Know

Dear Enquirer,
Well, why not? You wouldn’t want them 

all to be the same, would you? They’re like 
snowflakes, every one is unique...

Oh, all right, I’ll be serious. 
Despite what we think, the human body 

is never perfectly symmetrical. One eyebrow 
is a little higher than the other, one foot is a 
half size larger, one breast is smaller. Many 
men have penises that curve upwards or to 
one side. If the bend is impressive, say more 
than 20-25 degrees, it could be Peyronie’s 
Disease, or could be the result of scarring af-
ter a penis fracture. Peyronie’s is a condition 
of unknown cause in which a fibrous patch 
forms on the penile shaft, causing tighten-
ing of the skin on that side, which creates a 
curve. No, this is not contagious! 

Penis fracture, breakage of the cor-
pus cavernosa (the vascular/connective tis-
sue) in the shaft, can occur after a man aims 
poorly while attempting penetration or rolls 
over on an erection. Fractures can only oc-
cur when the penis is erect. Penile fracture 
is quite rare-most penis injuries are limited 
to bruising. 

Penis curvature, from any cause, be-
comes more noticeable when the penis is 
erect. Curvature rarely interferes with plea-
sure or with intercourse. Condoms are very 
stretchy, and will fit a curved penis with no 
difficulty.

Conclusion: it’s cute, no worries.

Dear Dr. Eva,
My new partner has what looks to me 

like warts around the head of his penis. We 
went to the STD clinic and were told these 
were “PPP” and not warts. What is “PPP”? 
Is it contagious?

TJ

Dear TJ,
PPP is short for Pearly Penile Papules. 

These are small flesh colored bumps, each 
up to 3 pinheads in size, which form along 
the edge of the glans (head) of the penis. 
The key characteristic that distinguishes 
PPP’s from warts is that PPP’s are distribut-
ed evenly around the head of the penis and 
do not appear on other areas like the shaft or 
the scrotum. PPP’s are harmless and are not 
infectious. They usually appear in adulthood.

Conclusion: it’s cute, no worries. Think of 
it as decoration, like a fringe.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I have developed small, round bumps on 

my penis and also some on my lower abdo-
men. Some if them look like they have a pore 
in the middle, but they don’t drain. I am puzzled 
because I have been celibate for 6 months. Is 
this some kind of delayed-onset STD?

Not Exposed

Dear NE,
While I can’t be sure without exam-

ining you, this sounds like Molluscum 
Contagiousum. This poorly named condi-
tion-it has nothing to do with mollusks and 
is only mildly contagious- is transmitted by 
skin-to-skin contact, which may be sexual or 
non-sexual. It is caused by a virus and is of-
ten seen in young children. The bumps can 
be scraped or frozen off, but if left alone they 
usually will disappear after a few months.

Conclusion: it may not be that cute, but 
it’s not an STD and it will go away on its own.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I have a sore on my penis which has 

been there over 10 days. It doesn’t hurt, but 
it isn’t healing even though I’ve been using 
antibiotic ointment twice a day. What could 
this be? Will it heal on its own, or should I 
see a doctor? 

BB

Dear BB,
A non-tender open sore anywhere, es-

pecially on the genital area or the mouth, is 
syphilis unless proven otherwise. Don’t have 
sexual contact with anyone until you get the 
result of a blood test for syphilis (the com-
monest test is called “RPR”). Since syphilis 
and HIV often are transmitted at the same 
time, get tested for HIV too. 

Conclusion: Worry about this one!! t
dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 

chase Brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh md, chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, md 21201

Odd Penises
What’s that on his penis? Is it 
just cute, or should I be worried?
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FAITH

By MARk PATRo
I bumped into a Christian acquaintance at 
a dinner for progressive Catholics telling 
their stories about why they were support-
ing Marriage Equality. This colleague was 
pushing for ‘Civil Unions’ over ‘Marriage’. 
Marriage has had the same meaning for a 
very long time. Marriage, she said, is about 
tradition and asked me why the definition 
needed to change now. Thinking to myself 
about how many ways marriage has actual-
ly changed over time I decided to respond to 
her word “Tradition.”

“Just because something has been a 
‘Tradition’ for the last 2,000 years don’t nec-
essarily mean we should keep doing it that 
way. During the last 150 years we have decid-
ed to end slavery, discard the idea that wom-
en should sit quietly in the back of the church.

“But isn’t ‘Tradition’ beautiful, she re-
sponded with wonder in her eyes. Yes, if it 
doesn’t propel us to continue hurting some-
one in the name of tradition.

I excused myself and walked away. “Why do 
some folks fear changing anything for the bet-
ter?” A mother of a gay son I know likes to point 
out in her exasperated way, “Changing the rules 
to include more people has never hurt anyone. 
We have only become better as a result.”

The only way to truly understand what is 
at the root of this difference of opinion is to sit 
quietly and listen to their stories. Members of 
PFLAG (Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians 
& Gays) and Reconciling Ministries Network 
have learned that telling our stories to each oth-
er gets our message across far more compre-
hensively than debates or arguments ever have.

These organizations have tried to get 
those who do not support a cultural under-
standing of lesbian or gay relationships to 
tell their personal stories. Frequently, they do 
not want to tell their stories, nor do they want 
us to listen to ours. They generally go direct-
ly to the “hammer passages” in the Bible. Or 
they go to a description of some fringe sex-
ual practice. And they frequently go to some 
other point involving children: pedophilia, 
how children need a male and female parent, 
or how LGBTQ people will try to recruit their 
heterosexual children into “the gay lifestyle.” 
After all, they get others to follow their reli-
gion through evangelizing. The LGBTQ com-
munity must be doing the same thing. 

The world changes a little bit each day. 
It’s one of the few guarantees that we have 
in life other than one day we’ll be dead. So 
any reasonable person will acknowledge that 
change is inevitable. Some folks embrace 

change and others fear change. There are 
only three ways to respond to fear: fight it, 
run away from it, or embrace it.

Open-minded Christians took the in-
clusion lead. The first group to embrace in-
clusion was the Metropolitan Community 
Church, founded by Troy Perry in 1969. 
Smaller mainline churches that followed 
were the Unitarians-Universalists, and the 
United Church of Christ. More recently, 
larger mainline Christian Denominations: 
Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists and 
Catholics have been alternately making 
progress and regressing. 

The Episcopalians have made the most 
progress having ordained one gay and one 
lesbian Bishop. The Methodist and Lutheran 
churches are still talking with threats of split-
ting in two over the issue. In 2012 Methodist 
will again hold their Convention to update 
The Book of Discipline which will undoubt-
edly address “homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching” one more time. 

With each passing year more Christians 
support the inclusion of and the ordination 
of lesbians and gays in their churches. The 
Episcopal Church supports the marriage of 
same-sex couples in States where SSM is le-
gal. All indications are that Methodists and 
Lutherans will also support same-sex mar-
riage in their churches.

Conversations are more frequent than 
ever because we are still trying to under-
stand each other. We do not understand the 
fear of our hesitant Christian friends. And 
they still misunderstand why we know that 
our sexual orientation is a gift from God. Our 
LGBTQ brothers and sisters understand that 
we were born this way and that we are meant 
to live authentic lives. Living authentically 
means we should participate fully in our com-
munity and be responsible adults.

A clear understanding of marriage is that 
married people have many advantages over 
single people. Many married people enjoy 
life from a better financial position because 
they can share things like furniture, utilities 
and the effort to keep a home going. Happily 
Married people live longer, enjoy better 
mental health, are safer because married 
partners look out for each other and warn 
each other of risks. [the case for marriage, 
Richard Niolon, PhD., 2010].

The stalemate comes down to fear or 
selfishness. If we can agree to talk we can 
make progress. t

mark Patro is President of PFlaG 
Baltimore county.

Christian Resistance to Acceptance 
of LGBTQ People due to ‘Tradition’

Saturday, April 16, 2011

Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Saturday, April 23, 2011
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PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 
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By MiCk sAndoVAL
Eighties punk music valley doll Josie Cotton is set to release 
Pussycat Babylon this month. It’s her first studio album in 
three years. The first single, “Johnny R U Queer?” is a dance 
floor remake of her 80’s new wave hit about a gay boy liv-
ing on the down low. The updated version features delicious-
ly dirty rhymes by gay rapping twins Jackson and Coleman 
Vrana, better known as Elephant.

To promote the re-release of Johnny, Josie and the boys 
are hosting a video contest on the popular gay social net-
working site, Dlist.com. We spoke to the motley crew about 
the infamous gay track and why its message still resonates 
with gay boys and girls today.

Tell us about Johnny R U Queer contest on dlist.
com. 

Jackson: The original Johnny came out in the 1980s just 
when video was killing the radio star on MTV. Now that tech-
nology has made it possible for everyone to make music vid-
eos, we thought it would be a cool way to pay homage to the 
original by encouraging fans to be creative.

Coleman: Plus we know gay boys out there need cash, 
so here’s an easy way to win some! Josie, why re-release 
“Johnny, R U Queer” now? 

Josie: I knew if there was ever a time to re-release, now 
was the moment. But it raised a lot of questions. Was it still 
relevant? Was it still funny? Was it the right tempo to dance 
to? Did the lyrics need to be modernized? There was a lot of 
head banging around it and everyone around me had a rad-
ically different opinion, especially about Elephant being on 
the record. Of course, that made me want them on it even 
more.

how did you boys become involved with the Johnny 
project?

Jackson: Josie saw us performing in downtown LA last 
year and asked us to lend our voices to the song. Since 
then, we’ve become friends and love working on each oth-

er’s projects.
Josie, you have called the elephant boys your long 

lost vampire children. 
Josie: Yes, the twins I forgot giving birth to, although I 

vaguely remember breast feeding them. We look eerily alike 
with our deathly white skin and their Children of the Damned 
piercing blue eyes.

how do you explain the chemistry?
Josie: They are so brainy and sweet and 

talented, it’s ridiculous.
elephant, is the feeling mutual? 
Jackson: Josie is an unbelievably cre-

ative force, with a quirky, sexy voice and an 
anything-goes musical style that is totally 
unique to her. We’ve seen and heard nearly 
everything she’s been involved in.

your publicist describes your unifi-
cation as The B52s meet the Black eyed 
Peas. 

Josie: He said that? Mmmm... I guess he 
was referring to my sick sense of humor in a 
more current dance format.

Are you the punk fergie? 
Josie: Nah, I’m more like her zombie 

sister-wife.
Josie, how would you describe the 

new sound of Johnny?
Coleman: No-nonsense, stripped-down 

electronic dance, included with some fun ret-
ro synth. We prefer the new version, as it’s 

simply more melodic and edgy, but we may be biased.
Josie, thirty years after the original, are Johnnys still 

hiding in closets? 
Josie: Yes, of course there are. The original song died 

an un-natural death back in the day because of political ma-
neuvering and people completely taking it the wrong way. 
There was never a dialogue about its true message which I 
always regretted. Considering what’s happening in Uganda 
and the complicity of our American senators, we better start 
talking about the gay issue and our role in the world in re-
gards to human rights.

elephant, when did you break out of your closets? 
Coleman: We broke out at 14 years old, and had our ass-

es kicked nearly every day in high school after that. Coming 
out gave us self-respect, but also many busted lips.

would you boys date a Johnny?
Coleman: Absolutely not, but that doesn’t mean we 

haven’t slept with our fair share of them.
Josie, how do you feel about elephant calling 

Johnny’s girl a bitch? 
Josie: I don’t have a problem at all with Elephant’s lyr-

ics. For one thing there’s a lot of tongue in cheek humor 
there and I’m kind of amazed when it upsets people. I like 
the urgency of their music and I understand the inherent an-
ger. Anyway, the people most offended by Elephant are old-
er straight white guys. They actually think Elephant is ho-
mophobic which is so funny to me. And the way I see it, 
Elephant was calling Johnny a bitch for leading his girl on.

elephant, why all the obscenity in your music? Are 
today’s gay youth angry? 

Jackson: We think it’s important to challenge people to 
embrace language and culture in a way that makes them un-
comfortable; we actually see it as a form of social progres-
sion. And yes, today’s gay youth is very angry; they need 
people out there on their side, people who are intimidating.

Josie, tell us about Pussycat Babylon. 
Josie: It’s a very electronic sounding, story driven, 

dance-y record. And it’s more similar to my early records 
than anything I’ve done to date.

do elephant appear on any other songs? 
Coleman: No, but we are making the music video for 

“Recipe for Disaster,” a fantastic track from the album. It’s 
going to be something that just might glue her fans’ jaws to 
the floor.

elephant, tell us about the new album you’re work-
ing on. 

Coleman: It’s called “Don’t Sit There. It’s Wet,” and it still 
surprises me when I hear it. It’s everything we’ve needed to 
say since those bruised and bloodied-days in high school. 
It’s about total and complete power and owning of oneself, 
one’s sexuality and their place in the world. It’s funny yet 
dead serious at the same time and it’s full of phrases you’d 
never hear on another record. 

Josie: I am singing on the record.
Anything else to add before we sign out?
Josie: Be sure to check out the contest on Dlist.com. I 

can’t wait to see how creative my little Johnnys can be. t
For more information on the Johnny r u Queer video 

contest, visit http://www.dlist.com/johnnyqueer.

Johnny Down-Low on the D-List
LiVeLy ARTs // MUSIC
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Soul of 
Spring
By gRegg shAPiRo
Marsha Ambrosius, the other half of Floetry, 
one-ups her former duo-mate The Floacist 
with her solo disc late Nights & early 
mornings (J). While Ambrosius runs the risk 
of getting mired in the same monotony of 
The Floacist, there are enough curves on the 
roads she’s travelling to avoid highway hyp-
nosis. Take “Hope She Cheats On You (With 
A Basketball Player),” which is more than 
“just a little bitter” and even mildly amusing. 
“Far Away,” and its accompanying must-see 
video address, which addresses the issue of 
bullying and suicide in the LGBT communi-
ty, is another high point. Ambrosius’ respect-
ful cover of Portishead’s “Sour Times” is an 
unexpected delight and the retro soul num-
ber “Tears” will have listeners crying out for 
more like it. “Chasing Clouds” is a high-flying 
pop tune, while she reveals her inner drama 
queen on “The Break Up Song.” 

ambrosius will be performing at ram’s 
Head live in Baltimore on april 7.

SONGWRITER-TURNED-SOLO ARTIST 
Bruno Mars is at the forefront of a new breed 
of soul singers. Mars sets the tone for doo-
Wops & Hooligans (Elektra) with subtly ex-
plosive “Grenade” and then flips 
another switch on the timeless 
“Just The Way You Are” (not the 
Billy Joel song). “The Lazy Song” 
lives up to its name in a good 
way and “Marry You” is destined 
to be a hit at weddings, straight 
and gay (where allowed by law). 
Mars has a way with a ballad as 
he demonstrates on “Talking To 
The Moon” and is perfectly com-
fortable sharing the spotlight as 
he does (with Cee Lo Green and 
B.O.B.) on “The Other Side.” 

Speaking of Cee Lo Green, 
Mars co-wrote the breakthrough 
hit song “Fu*k You” on Green’s 
the lady Killer (Elektra) disc. Whether you 
know Cee Lo from his time in the Goodie 
Mob or as one half of Gnarls Barkley, chanc-
es are you will fall more deeply in love with 
him, whether you are a lady or a dude, with 
this disc. A soul celebration, Green is soul’s 
reigning god. Even better is his sense of 
humor which is worth its weight in bling. 
Ultimately it’s the combination of Green’s 
roof-raising vocals and a set of fantastic 

songs, including “Bright Lights Bigger City,” 
“Wildflower,” “Love Gun,” “Satisfied,” “Cry 
Baby,” “It’s OK,” “No One’s Gonna Love You” 
and the aforementioned “Fu*k You,” that 
make this disc such a, you guessed it, killer.

As EPs go, Corinne Bailey Rae’s five-song 
the love eP (Capitol) is easy to, well, love. 
Rae kicks things off with an affectionate read-
ing of Prince’s “I Wanna Be Your Lover.” Then 
she unveils an unexpectedly side of herself on 
a grungy cover of Belly’s “Low Red Moon” be-
fore gliding into one of the steamiest readings 
of Bob Marley’s “Is This Love” ever recorded. 
Rae wraps it up with an acoustic rendition of 
McCartney’s “My Love” and then slides into 
languorous live version of “Que Sera Sera,” 
which recalls Holly Cole’s interpretation.

She’s no Janelle Monae, but Nicki Minaj 
is still a force to be reckoned with on Pink 
Friday (Cash Money/Universal Motown). 
Foul-mouthed as predecessors such as 
Lil’ Kim and Missy Elliott, Minaj isn’t afraid 
to go toe-to-toe with (the still homophobic) 
Eminem on the vicious “Roman’s Revenge” 
or spew rough rhymes on “Did It On ‘Em.” 
Slightly schizo, Minaj also wants to play the 
pink pop princess on “Save Me,” “Blazin” (fea-
turing Kanye West and a Simple Minds sam-
ple), “Check It Out” (featuring will.i.am and a 
Buggles sample) and “Your Love” (featuring a 
The Lover Speaks sample). 

Songwriter and Real Atlanta house-
wife Kandi (Burruss) serves up the musi-
cal confection Kandi Koated (Kandi Koated 

Entertainment/Asylum/WB). 
Essentially it’s a case of 
how many ways she can say 
that she “wants you,” has 
“special feelings” for you 
and is either being cheated 
on or cheating with some-
one else’s man. Kandi’s 
voice is pleasant enough, 
but considering that she 
wrote “No Scrubs” for TLC, 
it’s not unreasonable to 
have expected more and be 
disappointed.

Keri Hilson, who recent-
ly made a splash on Fashion 
Police, holding her own with 

Joan Rivers and company, stumbles with her 
sophomore release No Boys allowed (Mosley/
Zone 4/Interscope). It’s not as redundant as 
the Kandi disc mainly because the energy lev-
el is considerably higher. But as is often the 
case with modern soul discs, too many cooks 
spoil this pot. Hilson, a capable singer and 
songwriter, should have taken the title of her 
disc seriously and kicked the dudes (who add 
nothing to the product) to the curb. t

TICKETS $8 general admission; $5 students, 
seniors and CCBC faculty, staff and alumni

 BOX OFFICE 443.840.ARTS (2787)

BAT BOY
MARCH 23 TO 26
STORY & BOOK BY Keythe Farley & Brian Flemming                       
MUSIC & LYRICS BY Laurence O’Keefe                                                                                               
CCBC Catonsville
               

M BUTTERFLY
MARCH 31 TO APRIL 5
BY David Henry Hwang
CCBC Essex

THEATRE AT CCBC PRESENTS

Box Office: 443-468-4837     
ironcrowtheatre.com

“a screwy little jewel of a play”

Proud Media Sponsor:

AN INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

A Play by Adam Bock
Directed by Michele Minnick

The Great Hall, Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street 
(corner of Read & Cathedral Streets  •  Mount Vernon)

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

March 31st thru  
April 16th at 8 pm

with a Saturday matinee on April 9th at 2 pm

An eccentric  
and fantastical  
comedy about figuring  
out what you really need. 

Barb wants to live as a  
Buddhist monk, with only 8 
earthly possessions – will her 
husband Bob make the cut? 

Carla Carla won’t marry her 
girlfriend Donna until she gives  
up smoking. 

Nick, disappointed by the men he 
dates, falls in love with a Mako 
shark at the aquarium. 

Bock interweaves these stories 
to create a light-hearted comedy 
with surprising depth.

ABaltimore  
 Premiere

Marsha Ambrosius
credit: Glynis Selina Arban
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By ChUCk dUnCAn
Two movies that have been in general release for a couple 
of weeks now have done fair to poor at the box office, but if 
you’re looking for a specific type of movie to while away a 
couple of hours that isn’t a remake, a reboot, or stars Justin 
Bieber then you might want to seek out these films.

First up is drive angry 3d. The story is out there and I 

don’t think the previews have really explained much, which is 
why the movie has pretty much tanked at the box office. Nic 
Cage plays John Milton (the name is not random, by the way) 
a soul escaped from Hell to avenge his daughter’s death and 
save his grandchild from being sacrificed at the hands of 
a Satanic cult to bring Hell to earth. Milton is joined on his 
quest by Piper (out actress Amber Heard), a girl who can kick 
ass with the best of them – she also has a pretty sweet ride 
taken from her abusive ex-boyfriend (played by screenwriter 
Todd Farmer, who loves to write himself into his movies as 
the naked guy). Milton is being followed by The Accountant 
(William Fichtner), who is responsible for returning escaped 
souls to Hell.

The movie features some totally outlandish action 
scenes, such as when Milton is besieged by a dozen of cult 
leader Jonah King’s men while copulating with a waitress the 

entire time, Farmer’s patented 
dialog and utilizes the 3D pro-
cess to throw everything from 

bullets to car parts to body parts at the audience. Now that is 
what 3D is for! The film itself is a terrific homage to the 70s 
car exploitation films (if you liked Tarantino’s death Proof, 
you should enjoy this) and really has the feel of a film of that 
era. If there is one thing Farmer and director Patrick Lussier 
do well it’s give their films the correct look and feel of the era 
they’re paying homage to. I loved their remake of my Bloody 
Valentine because it was a straightforward remake that im-
proved on the 1981 original, yet still had the feel of a film 
made in 1981.

I don’t know what’s kept audiences away in droves from 
this movie, but I fear we’ve grown tired of one bad Nic Cage 
movie after another. drive angry, however, suits his style 
perfectly because Cage doesn’t necessarily have to act as 
much as react but he does deliver Farmer’s dialog perfectly. I 
loved Amber Heard’s character because she’s a tough girlie-
girl who can take a few punches to the face but never, ever 
has a hair out of place, dirt on her clothes or a smudge to her 
makeup. At one point I was looking at her and thinking how 
pretty she is then I realized she’d just been in a big fight with 
another character and came out of it looking perfect. 

Billy Burke’s Jonah King is properly men-
acing as he gives the cult leader a sinister 
Southern drawl, and David Morse shows up as 
a (living) friend of Milton’s named Webster (and 
I confirmed with Farmer that his first name, 
though never mentioned, is Daniel – again, no 
accident) but best of all is William Fichtner as 
The Accountant. He gets to play the role to-
tally deadpan, but he also gets all of the best 
lines (which are even funnier when delivered 
with the utmost sincerity) and one of the best 
moments as he exits a moving truck onto the 
hood of a moving car. drive angry may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea, but if you can appreciate the filmmak-
ers’ intention and have a fondness for the cheeseball exploita-
tion films of the 70s, then this is one ride you should not miss.

Also worth checking out is the adjustment Bureau, star-
ring Matt Damon and Emily 
Blunt. Now if you’ve seen the 
ads on TV or the full trailer, 
you might be coming into this 
film thinking it’s a dramatic 
thriller with a little bit of the 
matrix and inception thrown 
into the mix. The movie does 
have it’s dramatic moments, 
but the tone of the film is ac-
tually quite a bit more light-
hearted than you’ve been 
lead to believe. 

Damon stars as a politi-
cal candidate whose aspira-
tions are dashed after a vid-
eo surfaces of him in a bar 
brawl and then mooning the 
camera (really, this is the 
worst a guy can do to not 

get elected?). He meets a woman quite by accident just be-
fore his concession speech but the encounter energizes him 
enough to go off script, win the hearts of those who had pre-
viously supported him and gives him a shot to run again in 
four years. But he can’t get the woman out of his mind after 
he runs into her again on a bus – something he was never 
meant to do because there are a group of people who watch 
and manipulate almost all of our actions, at least the ones 
that will have a major impact on our lives and the lives of oth-
ers. Because one of these guys was sleeping on the job, the 
encounter on the bus throws the world out of balance and 
it must be corrected before the ripples cause major havoc.

While I was expecting something much darker, I was ul-
timately charmed by the love story between Damon’s David 
Norris and Blunt’s Elise Sellas. Even when faced with ob-
stacles that are designed to keep the two apart, Norris does 
everything he can to make sure the two stay together (even 
though she has less faith in him with his constant disappear-
ances from her life). 

Norris even goes so far as to enlist the aid of one of the 
Adjustment Team members, the one who threw everything out 
of balance in the first place, and learns all of their secrets in-
cluding how they travel from place to place through various 
doorways with the aid of their magical hats (yes, hats). I would 

even go out on a limb 
and say that these be-
ings who are not sup-
posed to be seen are 
actually something like 
guardian angels. 

Religious terms are 
never explicitly men-
tioned, but you can 
certainly see them if 
you just read between 
the lines. That doesn’t 
make the film a re-

ligious experience, though, because director George Nolfi 
keeps things firmly set in the realm of science fiction as far as 
how the Adjustment Team operates with all of their gadgets.

Everyone in the cast is excellent but Damon proves 
once again why he’s a star admired by film-goers around 
the world. He easily plays the everyman caught up in bizarre 
circumstances that anyone can relate to, and he can han-
dle all of the action scenes without seeming like he trained 
for months for just such an occasion. He’s masculine but 
not overly so, and you’re never threatened by him. Like the 
old saying goes, he’s someone women want to be with and 
men want to be (and vice versa). I didn’t jump on the Matt 
Damon bandwagon until he did the Bourne series of films, 
but since then I’ve really admired his work in everything from 
the departed to his guest appearances on 30 rock. I can’t 
picture another actor who could find the right balance of ma-
chismo and vulnerability that Damon has in the adjustment 
Bureau, and the success of the film’s premise lies squarely 
on his shoulders and makes the film well worth seeing.

drive angry 3d is rated R for strong brutal violence 
throughout, grisly images, some graphic sexual content, nu-
dity and pervasive language. the adjustment Bureau is rat-
ed PG-13 for brief strong language, some sexuality and a vi-
olent image. t

LiVeLy ARTs // OUT ON SCREEN

Catch ’em While You Can
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above stated ideal. In fact, the show 
suffers regardless because of his 

quote of, “…what strikes me is [story-wise] much simpler and 
fundamentally, more personal.” May I ask personal to whom? 
If he talking about the kid, what he is trying to overcome is 
never explained. Are his parents divorced? Is he abused? Is 

he unhappy? Who knows; we are nev-
er given a clue so this negates the di-
rector’s ideals about what his vision is 
presenting.

Newcomer Alan Wiggins is Joseph, 
all wide-eyed and sings well enough; 
but he doesn’t really connect with the 
audience very well. Eleasha Gamble, 
(Helen Hayes award winner and recent-
ly Laurie in Arena Stages Oklahoma) 
fares much better but is given little to 
do in Hilder’s staging.

The audience is cheated in produc-
tion values with wooden scaffolding being wheeled around 
to give a lame background of locations. The ensemble cast 
made up of Olney regulars and local dinner theatres’ per-
formers are lost in the shuffle.

In the original Olney staging way back when every song 
was a standout, every performer had their center stage mo-
ment. Here the emphasis seems to be more of the ‘hey we 
made Joseph fresh again.’ Sadly they (he) didn’t. t

Joseph and the amazing technicolor dreamcoat – olney 
theatre center; now through march 27th. tickets at 301-924-
3400 or www.olneytheatre.org

by so-called ‘do-gooders’…about one group of people im-
posing their version of morality on others, which I think is 
something gay men and women can relate to very well.” The 
Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington brings an all new mean-
ing to the term ‘chicken ranch’ with a cast of 73 actors, sing-
ers and dancers from their total membership for this show.

This fully-staged production of the Best little 
Whorehouse in texas tells the true story of the closing of a 
130-year old brothel. Everyone knew about it since its open-
ing in 1844 and no one seemed to care either. But as soon 
as a muck-raking TV self-promoter announced it on his local 
show, the whorehouse became a scandal with the public and 
condemned by the same politicians who had patronized the 
establishment themselves. While the Aggies college football 
team were being ‘treated’ by their senator to a night at the 
chicken ranch after winning the Thanksgiving Day game, all 
hell breaks loose when the same TV reporter shows up with 
cameras in a midnight raid catching all the activities on tape.

The Lisner Auditorium at George Washington University 
is the venue for the weekend performances with plenty of 
street parking or a nearby metro stop. For tickets, more in-
formation on this production and photos of the cast log on to 
www.gmcw.org.

We’ll be counting down the hours until these cowboys 
come (the weekend of March 18th). t

LiVeLy ARTs // OUT ON STAGE

By Ben RyLAnd
Joseph and the amazing technicolor dreamcoat has a long 
history in this area. Back some 30 years ago Father Hartke, 
of the acclaimed theatre department of Catholic University 
in DC, produced this first full-length musical by the then un-
known team of Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice with its 
students. This was before evita, cats, Phantom, and the oth-
ers. The good father brought the popular show over from 
Britain in its longer form (about 90 minutes) after the com-
posers expanded it from the original 20 minute show for 
school children.

Opening at Olney it became a smash hit with critics and 
with audiences screaming for the exhausted tickets of the 
limited subscription run. It prompted a return engagement 
which became even more of a phenomenon at this little 
country theatre venue. A couple of Towson graduates decid-
ed that it needed to go to Broadway and a professional pro-
duction opened in 1982 at the Royale Theatre. Later in the 
run Andy Gibb and David Cassidy took over the lead role 
and it had a great run earning seven Tony nominations in-
cluding Best Musical.

In the mid-nineties after a revisal played London’s West 
End a new Broadway production opening in New York and 
ran for several years using star casting to keep the ticket 
buyers coming. It went on the road with Sam Harris for over 
two years playing Baltimore twice.

Now Joseph/dreamcoat is a staple of community, din-
ner and school theatres as well as production mounted by 

many church groups.
The folks at Olney decided it was time to bring it back 

on their fantastic main stage in a new reconceived produc-
tion but maybe they should have stuck with the tried and true 
hit version. It is still a great opportunity to 
introduce children to musical theatre but 
adults and those who have enjoyed it be-
fore will be less than enchanted. 

Director David Hilder wanted to cre-
ate a show exhibiting big-scale impact 
with the personal sentiment of the story. 
This appears to be his first attempt at a 
musical according to his bio in the press 
notes. The show as written is a pastiche 
of song styles, a song cycle – but here 
those styles are so blended together only 
the Pharaoh/Elvis showstopper number 
is a standout with terrific performer Russell Sunday in full 
Vegas drag.

The director stated that he has attempted to “contem-
plate how the Middle East hasn’t known lasting peace in 
such a long time.” Huh? What he did come up with is that a 
young boy is being read the story of Joseph and his 11 broth-
ers taken from the Bible as he sees it in his mind’s eye. This 
would probably work in a school or church production but it’s 
a weak premise for a production that aspires for more. 

It is not apparent what Hilder’s small boy storyline con-
cept has actually brought to this production utilizing the 

Joseph Returns to Olney After 30 Years

credit: Stan Barouh

By Ben RyLAnd
Hold on to your hats!!! The ru-
mors are true – there is a whore-
house opening in Washington, 
DC, and we are going to expose 
its members:
Ryan Williams is the madam
Jack O’Brien is the security
Eric Peterson is the TV reporter
Kip Jacobs is the housekeeper
Christopher Harris is the waitress

Andrew Harmon is the 
Governor

But don’t call the police, your 
congressman or even your moth-
er to complain; call the box of-
fice instead or you will miss what 
promises to be the biggest hoot of 
the year just down the Parkway a 
piece. Plus, did we mention it’s all 
male!!! 

The mission is to “entertain 
through excellent musical perfor-
mance, to affirm the place of gay 
people in society and to educate 

about the gay experience.” And this is 
the official statement of the Gay Men’s 
Chorus of Washington, DC which will 
perform the first-ever (to our knowl-
edge) by special arrangement with the 
creators of the hit Broadway and movie 
– the Best little Whorehouse in texas.

There is only one complication for 
those wishing to attend a performance, 
there are only three. March 18 and 19 at 
8:00 p.m. plus a matinee Sunday, March 
20 at 3:00 p.m. To make it even more 
complicated tickets are almost gone so 
call now – 202-293-1548 or www.gmcw.
org to get yours.

You know you love the music and 
the story (and of course, you also know 
they changed the ending in the mov-
ie) which is based on a real incident in 
LaGrange, Texas. It’s all big songs and 
big hair in this sassy and touching mu-
sical that is really about our country’s 
moral and sexual hypocrisy. 

Director Craig Cipollini explains, 
“It’s a show about how lives are ruined 

DC Has a Whorehouse in It

credit: Julian Vankim
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Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

By geRRy fisheR
We’ve either been through it or seen it hap-
pen. After surviving the wars of coming out, 
learning about sex, and worst of all, dating! 
it finally happens. Two people fall in love, 
build trusting companionship, and move in 
together.

But before reaching a decade, it’s pain-
fully clear that they are not in love any-
more. Couples reach this point from differ-
ent paths; some fight and break, and others 
drift. But for all of them, it’s a shift from being 
partners to being friendly roommates. That’s 
not what they signed up for…it’s not enough.

As a life coach, I mentor people over time 
so they get unstuck and reach goals for ca-
reer, health, and personal happiness. But dat-
ing and relationship work is uniquely challeng-
ing; it involves self-esteem, tons of advice from 
every direction, and deep beliefs about love. 

When assisting with dating and rela-
tionships, I want some heavy back-up. So, I 
turn to the renowned couples-research work 
of John Gottman. I figure that if we can be 
clear about what undermines relationships 
that started out strong, then we can learn 
better partnering skills, choose better part-
ners, and maintain our relationships better. 

In 1994, John Gottman published the 
classic Why marriages succeed or fail…
and how you can make yours last, which de-
scribes a ten-year research effort focusing 
on straight couples. I won’t cover the whole 
book in this column – send me email, and I’ll 
send you a two-page summary. Instead, I’ll 
share information that will shed light on his 
findings about gay and lesbian couples.

Gottman found that (straight) couples 
need five times as many positive interac-
tions as negative. Example: one nasty com-
ment puts five nails into the coffin of your re-
lationship, and it takes five loving exchanges 
to pull all those nails back out. If you have 
twice as many positive-to-negative exchang-
es, the marriage has a 95% chance of failing 
within the first 10 years. 

In Why marriages…, Gottman ex-
plains the four types uber-deadly exchang-
es that he calls the Four Horsemen of the 
apocalypse: criticism (“what you did was 
stupid”), contempt (“you’re stupid”), defen-
siveness (“I didn’t do it; it’s your problem”), 
and stonewalling (avoidance, not dealing 
with the issue). Both genders use the Four 
Horsemen equally except for stonewalling, 
which men do far more than women. 

Finally, when discussing an intense top-
ic, Gottman found that men “check out” men-
tally at much lower levels of physical stress 
– increased heart rate and blood pressure 

– than women, and Gottman calls this phe-
nomenon “flooding.” Because intense argu-
ing is more painful and brain-scrambling for 
men, we avoid it more (stonewalling), and we 
develop less emotional-communication skill 
as a result.

Enough with the straights, what about 
same-gender couples? Here is a summary 
of the findings:

• We have “nicer” arguments (less con-
trolling, less domineering, less fearful).

• We are more likely to end arguments on 
a positive note.

• We use more humor in our disagree-
ments (lesbians use more than gay men).

• We are less likely to take disagree-
ments personally.

• High physical stress while disagreeing 
is correlated to being satisfied in the relation-
ship – the complete opposite for straight cou-
ples. If same-gender couples are “cool” dur-
ing arguments, it (statistically) signals trouble.

• Gay men have a harder time “repairing” 
a relationship after it’s been damaged by an 
intensely negative exchange.

So, what to make of all of this? Look at the 
conflicting advice for gay men: keep exchang-
es passionate…but not too intense, otherwise 
we might not repair. What a tight rope to walk!

Some have reviewed these findings and 
come up with band-aid approaches, such as 
teaching gay men relationship-repair skills. 
I’m not a huge fan of these stop-gap ap-
proaches, because we know from Gottman’s 
original studies that there’s a lot of danger to 
negative exchanges. We need to learn to be 
passionate without negatively attacking.

In just about all the cases of break-up, 
couples ended up disconnecting. Some fight 
and disconnect, and others drift. And it’s not 
all about sexual passion, because we can 
point to two couples who had an equally low 
amount of sex with each other, and one cou-
ple broke up and the other lasted decades. 

So, I stress partnering skills with my life 
coaching clients, which is the ability to stay 
deeply involved in each other’s lives so you 
don’t end up with the more casual feeling of 
roommates. I’ll leave you with one more re-
search finding as partnering food-for-thought. 
One study found that helping a partner with 
an individual goal was highly related to rela-
tionship satisfaction. Instead of flirting with 
disconnection and then repairing, build your 
partnering skills: concentrate on your partner, 
demonstrate deep caring, and actively assist 
her or him – in and out of bed. That’s the glue 
that builds decades-long relationships. t

Gerry Fisher is a life coach. contact him 
at Gerrycoach@comcast.net

Beware the Relationship Busters

Now that spring is on its way, dressing for the 
weather can be a little tricky. It’s not quite cold 
enough for a jacket, yet not warm enough to 
leave the house without a little something 
thrown over your shoulders. That’s when a 
sweater becomes a life saver. Whether they 
are made of cotton, wool, or cashmere…
I simply cannot get enough. However, even 
my favorite sweaters can make me a little hot 

under the collar. 
Take my wool half-

zip mock-neck sweater 
for example. I love the 
thickness and warmth of 
the wool on a chilly day. 
However, the pleasures 
of wool quickly disap-
pear when it embraces 
my neck. The fibers are 

too irritating and uncomfortable against my 
bare skin. Even though one must sometimes 
suffer for fashion, I decided to do something 
about it.

After pondering a 
fashion fix, I decided the 
easiest and most effec-
tive way was to attach a 
thin piece of fleece fab-
ric to the inside of the offending collar. 

After purchasing some black fleece fabric 
and hand-sewing it around the inside of the 
collar, I can now comfortably wear it with no 

worries about irri-
tation or redness 
as it envelops my 
neck. Plus, the 
added thin layer 
of fleece keeps 
me extra warm for 
those chilly days 

to come! note: Make sure to choose a piece 
of colored fleece that matches your sweater, 
so that it is inconspicuous. 

This wardrobe trick took care of my di-
lemma when wearing a t-shirt; however, 
when wearing a half-zip sweater to work with 
my dress shirts, the collars would still bother 
me. I’d turn the collar down, but it would inev-

itably pop up again as I moved around. 
My solution? I hand-sewed two small 

pieces of Velcro to the back of the collar, so 
that when I turn the 
collar down it re-
mains in place. 

Now, I don’t 
have to fight with 
it all day long. And 
it’s barely notice-
able when the col-
lar is turned up. 
Results! A very 
happy and productive work day!

Although these are quick and easy fixes 
for your wardrobe malfunctions, what do 
you do when you no longer wear a sweat-
er and it begins gathering dust in the back 
of your closet? You can always give it away. 
However... you can also get creative! That’s 
what I did with my husband’s beautiful sweat-
er he bought in Ireland ages ago. 

He hasn’t worn them in awhile, so I had 
the idea of mak-
ing them into pil-
lows. It took me 
awhile to get 
to the project, 
but since win-
ter is coming to 
an end (thank 

god!), I sat down and finished 2 of them. I’m 
an average sewer, so you should be able to 
do this as well!

Here’s how I did it:
Materials used: 1 Irish wool sweater, 2 

pieces of wool felt, sewing machine, 1 nee-
dle, thread, a lot of patience…

I measured the pillow forms that I was 
going to use and added 2 inches on each 
side so that I would have enough felt and 
sweater “fabric” to work with. 

Before cutting the sweater into piec-
es that I could use, I sewed a zigzag stitch 
around the area I was going to need so that 
the sweater wouldn’t unravel.

Once I sewed the stitches around the 
sweater, I cut the pieces I needed off of the 
sweater leaving the collar and sleeves be-
hind for future projects.

I then pinned the pieces of felt an sweat-
er togeth-
er (wrong 
side out) and 
sewed them 
together leav-
ing one side 
open to insert 
the pillow form.

Once both pillow covers were finished, I 
turned them outside in and inserted the pil-
low forms. I then whip stitched the open side 
closed using needle and thread. t

HOT UNDER
t h e  C o l l a r
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BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • 410.547.SEAT 
Box Office (Mon- Sat 11am-3pm)
Groups Save! Call 443.703.2401

March 22 - April 3, 2011
Hippodrome Theatre

“A BIG FAT HIT!
A TRIUMPH OF COMIC IMAGINATION! ALTOGETHER IRRESISTIBLE.”

—Elysa Gardner, USA Today

DIRECT FROM BROADWAY

©2010 DreamWorks Theatricals (Joan Marcus)

“A MUST SEE!
A PERFECT NIGHT OUT FOR EVERYONE FROM 8 TO 80.”

—Dean Richards, WGN TV/Radio

Eric Petersen, Alan Mingo, Jr. and Haven Burton

Alan Mingo, Jr. Haven Burton and EnsembleDavid F.M. Vaughn and Ensemble

Blakely Slaybaugh and Ensemble

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • 410.547.SEAT 
Box Office (Mon- Sat 11am-3pm)
Groups Save! Call 443.703.2401

March 22 - April 3, 2011
Hippodrome Theatre

Due to the nature of live entertainment; dates, times, performers and prices are subject to change.  All patrons, regardless of age, must have a ticket.  No exchanges or refunds.  Tickets are subject to service charges and handling fees.
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This week’s column is with one of the biggest 
upcoming names in music, LGBT genre and 
beyond. It was a true pleasure to get to talk 
to him. His new CD, turn it around, is due 
out April 12th. It is my pleasure to present, 
Mr. Tom Goss.

sam kunz: i understand your latest 
video Lover premiered on Logo recent-
ly, very exciting. Tell us a little bit about 
what inspired you to write such a touch-
ing and inspirational anthem? 

Tom goss: Actually it was simply a love 
song. It was interpreted as such. In 2010 a 
world of DADT, especially with the single I 
released, I started to hear a lot more stories 
and such. I was talking to a friend of mine, 
and I had a show in PA who was writing a 
play based on my music which was a longer 
version of the video. I know what it’s like to 
be away from your lover. Mike was off some-
where and I was lonely and the song was 
really for my lover, Mike. I was really happy 
that it was able to reach and touch so many 
people.

sk: All of your music seems to come 
from a very personal place deep within 
you. do you find this hard to share with 
people, allowing them into what is obvi-
ously a very sacred place for you? 

Tg: I mean it depends. Sometimes yes, 
sometimes, no. I don’t like to write about 
things I don’t know. I think one of the things 
that touches people about my music is the 
honesty. I have really great fans—people 

who support my music. It’s hard when I am 
at a loud bar and people can’t hear and I am 
pouring my heart and music into it. 

sk: does writing come easy for you? 
Tg: Yeah. For the most part it does. For 

me it’s finding something that moves me. I 
think as I get older, it gets harder, I am not 
sure why. I think it’s because I get pickier. As 
I sit down with a guitar or at the piano and I 
pick out certain chords, the words will just 
come. I think there are things I couldn’t write 
if I were trying to write them. It is a very per-
sonal experience for me.

sk: how personal would you say your 
music is, compared to other singers in 
your genre? Love, LgBT...? 

Tg: I’m not sure. I can only speak to 
what I do. I can only sing what I know, I think 
if you asked other singers they would say 
the same thing. I mean this is my life. This is 
what I know, and I think that’s different for ev-
ery other artist.

sk: your latest album Turn it Around 
with its release date of April 12th is high-
ly anticipated. how easy was this album 
to put together compared to your other 
albums? 

Tg: I think I am a little crazy. I loved the 
people I met along the way. I needed to write 
something bigger than the last. I wrote for 2 
years. I wrote 30 or 40 songs and had 20 
other ideas I just scrapped. I really wanted 
to do something big. It’s very fun; it’s a very 
exciting project. I was doing the heavy stuff, 
everything became heavy. This is a very fun 
album and it will knock your socks off. I’ve 
listened to the Beatles lately. I loved their 
ability to cut the fat out of songs. Make it pop. 
It’s very exciting.

sk: who were your biggest influenc-
es growing up?

Tg: I didn’t start till I was in high school. 
It was just whatever was on my mom’s ra-
dio when we drove around. A lot of oldies, 
Dave Matthews is one I really listened to, re-
ally inspired me to play. Then I really got into 

David Gray. His music is so simple, yet so 
moving, he really saved my writing career. 
What he could do with three chords amazed 
me. I didn’t have to strive to be over the top 
with my writing, I could do simple and yet be 
profound.

sk: i know, you and your lover were 
recently married a few months ago. 
Congratulations. where did you two have 
your ceremony? 

Tg: Thank you very much! We actually 
got married on a Mini golf course in Northern 
Virginia believe it or not. It was the biggest 
party I have ever been to and it was a lot of 
fun. We came back to DC for the legal cer-
emony as well as the reception for which I 
cooked all the food for.

sk: People are really excited about 
the new album coming out, Turn it 
Around. Tell us when and where we can 
get our very own copy. 

Tg: You can get an advance copy, March 
20 at the GLCCB. I will be performing at the 
CD release party and you can get your copy 

there before the release date (April 12th). 
If you can’t make it, go to my website, tom-
gossmusic.com and you can order it along 
with my other albums there.

sk: when you travel on tour, what 
creature comforts from home do you take 
with you? 

Tg: That’s a good question, I would 
say. I don’t think anything. Oh wait a min-
ute! Stuffed animals. I picked up one called 

Waddles; he’s a dog. Stuffed, 
of course. Picked that up in 
Montana. Also a cute turtle 
named Happy that sits on my 
dashboard. I don’t think he’s 
coming anymore; he’s kinda 
worn out from all the traveling.

sk: And last, but not 
least, i know we touched on 
this earlier, but when will you 
be coming back to Baltimore 
for one of your awesome 
shows and where in B’More 
and how to get tickets?

Tg: March 20 at the 
GLCCB in Baltimore. It’s go-
ing to be an awesome time.  
Please try to come out if you 
can! Tickets can be gotten at 
tomgossmusic.com/tickets.

sk: well, Tom i want to 
thank you for taking the time 

to sit and chat with me for a little bit, your 
new Cd sounds pretty awesome, and was 
nice to dig a little deeper into your artistry. 
As usual, i give my subjects the final word, 
so the floor is yours to give a message to all 
your fans in Baltimore.

Tg: Thank you very much! I just want 
to say hopefully you all come out on March 
20th. I am so excited about the new album. 
I think it’s going to blow you all away. I want 
to chat with each and every one of you and 
hang out. Hope to see you there! t

the full interview is presented on www.
baltimoreoutloud.com. 

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz

Tom Goss
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job and the job of promoter, owning 
the pageantry system of Miss Gay 
Pennsylvania America. The competi-
tion this year will be held at Liquid 891 
in Harrisburg, PA in July. 

“It was through a conversation 
I had with Michelle Leigh Sterling 
one day,” Eric explained. “I told her 
that I was interested in learning all I could 
when it came to promoting a show.” After a 
while and with much confidence, Eric took 
over Miss Gay Pennsylvania America. He 
is also in the process of taking over other 
venues.

He is a little more subdued these days 
as opposed to the earlier times. 

Michael Serio, a longtime friend, recalls 
a night at The Club Atlantis when Fox 45 
Baltimore stopped by the club. “They were 
doing a story back around 1993 about drag 
queens. Eric, who went by the name Angie 
Storm, couldn’t just sit there at the bar. No, 
he had to be right in the middle of things. It 
was quite funny watching him as he mugged 
for the camera.”

Eric recalls that night as well first laugh-
ing about it. “You have to see the video of 
that. Fox 45 was doing a story regarding 
Miss Atlantis Dena Cole. Of course, Dena 

wanted me just to hang out in the back-
ground and I sat at the bar with my 
beer in one hand and a cigarette in the 
other. My hair that night was pumped 
up and I was in a purple dress. They 
also filmed Staci Maxwell and a few 
others. I just can’t believe you found 
out about that night.” 

Of course, I was quick to add that a good 
reporter does a lotof digging.

We talked about his coming out. “It was 
when I was 17. My mother did not love me 
any more or less after I came out though I 
think my father knew. He was just worried 
about me whenever I went out. He always 
worries about me.”

There are many friends of Eric’s in the 
community who speak well of him. 

Mark Hunter, a newspaper columnist, 
stated “He puts his heart and soul into the 
pageants and overall is a hard worker”. 

Michelle Leigh Sterling responded that “I 
wish Eric the best in all of his endeavors.”

There were many others who were con-
tacted for this article; however, they did not 
respond by press time. It does go to show 
that even with the little things people do, they 
are respected by many though you may not 
realize it. t

Like I stated earlier I’ve been in a long dis-
tance relationship. I was living in Bad Aibling, 
Germany at the time and he was living in 
Charleston, SC. I would spend two weeks 
with him every six months and we spoke 
several times a day. Now this isn’t the ide-
al relationship that I wanted for myself. At the 
time I felt I loved him so I made it work the 
best way I could. I bet you’re probably think-
ing how could I go without seeing him for six 
months, the sexual frustration must have 
been a beast. 

Yes it was tough, but I would be lying if I 
said I was faithful to him; I wasn’t faithful at 
all. Now I wasn’t sleeping with Tom, Dick and 
Harry, but I did have a steady piece during 
my stay in Germany. Yeah, Yeah I cheated; 
so did he. Of course, we never told he each 
other. If he’s reading this, now he knows. The 
reason I know he cheated on me is that he 
introduced me to one of his friends, who just 
so happened to let the cat out of the bag on 
what happened during their first encounter. 

When I left Germany I moved to Atlanta, 
GA, which is 4-5 hours away from Charleston 
depending on how you drive. He toyed with 
the idea of moving to Atlanta but never did. 
He never visited me in Atlanta while I con-
stantly visited him. It got to the point where 
he felt guilty because I had been to see him 
on numerous occasions when he hadn’t done 
the same. So I stopped going to Charleston, 

and he came up with lame excuses as to 
why he couldn’t come to Atlanta. I do want to 
point out that once I moved to Atlanta I was 
faithful to him.

Three months had passed and he hadn’t 
visited. I got tired of spending Friday nights 
alone add to that being sexually frustrated. 
This was not a good mix. 

Then I had a revelation of sorts. It came 
in the form of my female co-worker Shuntae. 
Our manager wanted her to work late one 
Friday evening. She refused and said the fol-
lowing, “I have a husband to get home to.” 
That one sentence did it. I realized that’s 
what I wanted and if I stayed in this long dis-
tance relationship I would never get what I 
truly desire. So I left him, and vowed that I 
would never get involved in a long distance 
relationship after that.

For me the answer is clear: long distant 
relationships are admirable at first but in the 
end it won’t last. There are forces keeping 
you apart for a reason. Rather than battle 
against them, either throw in the towel and 
walk away or one of you give in and move. 

I have no regrets when I think about that 
past relationship. I left that dead end situa-
tion for the betterment of myself and to sat-
isfy my desire to have a husband at home 
when I turn the key (Whitney Houston “run 
to You”). Although he’s not home waiting on 
me yet, I am, however, getting closer day by 
day. 

My long distance relationship didn’t 
work, not because we cheated, but because 
one of us didn’t take time to make time. So 
from now on, I won’t waste my time even en-
tertaining the thought of a long distance re-
lationship. For those of you that still believe 
it’s possible, I ask you to tell me what have 
you done in the past or what are you doing 
today that has kept your long distance rela-
tionship intact. t

to read more from Shawn Bradley go to 
www.guysatbrunch.com also be on the look-
out for his debut comedy cd titled A Bottom 
Like Me on itunes in march. can long 
distance relationships last?

Can Long-
Distance 

Relationships Last? Part 2

Hearts
and Minds

Shawn Bradley

By JAy LoAne
Eric Gabbard was known in the early 90’s 
as one member of an elite group. You would 
have to go back to that time and if you were 
out and about, you probably ran into the trio 
from Westminster dubbed ‘The Westminster 
Queens’.

If not, then you may have seen him 
around throughout the area. One thing many 

are not quite aware of is this young 
man is quite the businessman.

Eric graduated from Liberty High School 
in 1990. Of course, many people he grew 
up with in Landsdowne (MD) would be sur-
prised of his accomplishments. He has 
been with the same company for over 15 
years. A task many today cannot say the 
same. 

Working at Best Buy in Owings Mills, Eric’s 
schedule these days is split between his ‘real’ 

Eric Gabbard
PeoPLe we Like
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2011community bulletin board
March 12 – April 2

March 12 
intersections: sexuality, 

gender, Race and ethnicity
Morgan State University’s Women 

and Gender Studies Program and 
Bmore Proud LGBT Intercollegiate 
Coalition will sponsor an academ-
ic symposium. The one-day sympo-
sium from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 
University Student Center at Morgan. 
For more information and registration 
form, go to www.morgan.edu and click 
on the Women and Gender Studies 
Conference link. Registration dead-
line is March 1st. Contact: Claudia 
Leight, 443-885-3130, Dr. Anika Mann, 
443-885-3939, or Dr. Julie Nerad, 
443-885-1742. 

March 12 
Revival of the spirit gospel 

Brunch 
In recognition of National Week 

of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS. 
Sponsored by the Maryland Black 
Family Alliance and Churches 
United Against AIDS. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Metropolitan Community Church of 
Baltimore, 401 W. Monument St., 
Baltimore 21201. Free. Info: Deacon 
Carlton Smith at carltonraysmith@
gmail.com. 

March 12 
Baltimore Playwrights festival 

Reading Marathon 
Seventh public reading “Marathon” 

at Audrey Herman Spotlighters 
Theatre, 817 St. Paul St., Baltimore 
21202. Beginning at 11:30 a.m. plays 
to be read are: Veteran’s Day, by 
Judith Glass Collins, followed by in-
constancy, by Bob Barr, at 1 p.m., and 
Familiar Strangers, by Margy Kahn at 
3 p.m. After each reading there will be 
a discussion of the script with the play-
wright, director and actors. The event 

is free, and the general public is en-
couraged to attend. Info: www.balt-
playfest.com 

March 13 
Byzantine Rite old Catholic 

Church opens new Cathedral 
The new Cathedral of Saint Antony 

will be open beginning at 1 p.m. 
Celebration of the Divine Liturgy at First 
Unitarian UC, 12 W. Franklin Street 
(corner of Charles and Franklin Sts., 
Baltimore. The Byzantine Rite OCC, a 
welcoming and affirming independent 
religious community established accord-
ing to the principles and precepts of the 
Declaration of Utrecht. Info: http://church.
revdanielromanos.com, bishop@rev-
danielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 

March 13 
Zumbathon and Raffle: Teen 

giving initiative 
Get your heart racing for victims of 

domestic violence, children with dis-
abilities and provide education for our 
youth-at-risk. 2-5p.m., Rosenbloom 
Owings Mills JCC, 3506 Gwynnbrook 
Ave., Owings Mills, MD. Tickets $7 pp. 
Raffles $6, $18, $36. Info: www.asso-
ciated.org/zumbathon. 

March 17 
Charm City Boys are going 

green 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration with 

the famous local performing troupe. 
Grand Central, 1001 N. Charles. St., 
Baltimore. $4. 21-plus. Info: www.
facebook.com/charmcityboys. 

March 18 
Baltimore Chapter of integrity 
Next gathering: The Rev. Joseph 

Stewart-Sicking will preside and 

preach. 7 p.m. in the Peace Chapel, 
Cathedral of the Incarnation, 4 East 
University Parkway, Baltimore. 
Potluck supper follows - please bring 
something to share. Conversation and 
fellowship until 9 p.m. 

March 19 
kashu-Juku noh Theater from 

kyoto, Japan 
Presented by Asian Arts & Culture 

Center. Encounter the time-hon-
ored theater form developed and pre-
served since the 14th century! Kyoto-
based Kashu-Juku Noh Theater. 8 
p.m. Stephens Hall Theatre, Towson 
University. Pre-Concert Talk: 7 p.m., 
Stephens Hall Room 310. $15 in ad-
vance; $20 at the door; $10 seniors, 
students, and AA&CC members. 
Tickets: 410-704-2787; www.tuboxof-
fice.com. 

March 22 
PfLAg-Baltimore County 

Presents out in the silence 
Poignant documentary about how 

a high school student was determined 
to push back against ingrained tra-
ditional bullying towards its gay stu-
dents. Come see how the confluence 
of a wedding announcement and one 
boy’s exasperation with the school 
system turned out to be the begin-
ning of needed change. 7 p.m.- 9 p.m. 
1710 Dulaney Valley Rd., Lutherville 
21094. Info: pflagbaltimorecounty@
gmail.com

March 25-27, 
April 1-2 

Carrie Ahern dance Presents 
sensATe at Theatre Project 

Carrie Ahern, company found-
er and choreographer, four dancers, 

and musician Jen Shyu will perform, 
not just under the proscenium arch, 
but in the entirety of Theatre Project’s 
public space, interacting with the lo-
cation and the audience for the du-
ration of the piece’s three hour per-
formance time. All dates 7:30 p.m. 
except March 27 (3 p.m.). 45 W. 
Preston St., Baltimore. $20 general 
admission, $15 seniors, artists and 
military, and $10 for students. Info: 
www.theatreproject.org, www.car-
rieahern.com 

March 26 
spotlighters Theatre Presents 

Comedy/improv workshop 
Learn the basics of Improv act-

ing at a 3-hour Introductory work-
shop at Spotlighters Theatre, taught 
by Ron Burr (Creative Director of 
Drop3 Improv) and members of the 
Drop3 Improv Troupe. The workshop 
will be designed as an introductory 
workshop for Improv/Comedy Acting 
- but will be tailored to the perfor-
mance level of the students attend-
ing. 1-4 p.m. at the Spotlighters, 817 
Saint Paul St. Baltimore 21202. Cost: 
$25. Pre-registration is encouraged. 
Register at www.spotlighters.org/
special-events. 

April 2 
speak easy: A gala to Benefit 

sPeAk – suicide education 
Awareness for kids 

Join Mr. Maryland Leather 2011 
Alex Lemaire at Grand Central, 1001 
N. Charles St., Baltimore. 1 to 6 p.m. 
Hor’s d’Oeurvres, cash bar, silent 
auction, raffles, cabaret performanc-
es by local drag titleholders. General 
admission $35, Reserved seating 
$45. Visit SPEAK website at www.
speakforthem.org 
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dining

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

We Shop, Cook, Serve and Clean Up »
We Offer Distinctive 4–8 Course Dining Experience »
We Offer Recreational, In-Home Cooking Classes »

Call for a no cost in-home meeting, or to speak with our experienced event planner:
Mary H. Vahl: 410.224.5598  •  716.378.2931  •  BaltimoreDistinctiveHomeDining.com

NO WORRIES, NO CARES. 
YOU INVITE THE GUESTS, WE DO THE REST

 

The The The DizzDizzDizz   
G r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e w    

Monday—Friday 11 am - 10 pm        
Saturday & Sunday 8:30 am - 10 pm 

Breakfast served weekends 8:30 am - 2pm 
 

St. Mary’s Roland View Towers 
3838 Roland Ave, Rooftop ● 443-869-3085 

Spectacular 180° Views  
of Charm City 

 

Full Bar Now Open 

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

Mondays 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

Happy Hour 
50¢ Off All Beer Selections 
Monday - Friday 3pm-7pm 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

Looking for a place to plug up and get free 
wi-fi or meet a friend or someone you are 
networking with? The there is a perfect 

spot in Towson called Zia’s which offers a 
California style cafe setting. 

Zia’s offers a wide variety of whole-
some food and drink for a healthy breakfast, 

lunch, and dinner. They proudly serve the 
only fresh fruit and vegetable juices, all-nat-
ural smoothies and fair-trade organic coffee. 
Every day Chef Daniela seeks out the best 
and freshest seasonal ingredients to put to-
gether delightful dishes for breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner.

Zia uses antibiotic-free and hormone-
free meats, poultry, and dairy. They also use 
organic produce and locally produced ingre-
dients when available. The foods do not con-
tain white flour or refined sugar.

If you’re hungry try out one of the healthy 
sandwiches, with combinations of whole-
some, rich-tasting breads, cheeses, meats, 
seafood, and vegetables. Plus you can de-
sign your own sandwich or choose from one 
of their creations. The menu offers a variety 
of tempting sandwiches like the Sunflower 

Powerhouse with tomato, 
sprouts, lettuce, cucumbers, 
Havarti cheese and avocado 
mayo on whole wheat sunflow-
er bread ($5.50) or the Ragin’ 
bull with roast beef & ched-
dar cheese with lettuce, toma-
to & horseradish mayo on sun-
dried tomato bread ($6.05).

Now if you are in the 
mood for a healthy refreshing 
drink, try out one of the fresh 
and raw juice or smooth-
ies. I tried the yummy Spiced 
Peach Smoothies with peach-
es with organic low fat yogurt, 
milk, agave nectar, and cinna-
mon (16 oz. $4.25). 

Zia’s also offers a catering menu with a 
full assortment of delightful out of the ordi-
nary creations for any home or office occa-
sion. t

Zia’s Café
13 Allegheny Ave.
Towson, Md 21204
410-296-0799
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By JeffRey hAMMeRBeRg
LGBT home sellers should understand that it 
is still a buyer’s market and that the average 
time it takes to sell a home is more indicative 
of a bear market than it is of a bullish one. 
With that in mind, LGBT homeowners who 
hope to sell in 2011are encouraged to be pro-
active about marketing their properties while 
avoiding common pitfalls. Otherwise, homes 
may languish on the market without attract-
ing even a nibble. That can be really demor-
alizing and frustrating for sellers who are al-
ready somewhat impatient due to the tough 
challenges that the real estate market has 
presented over these past few years. 

Here are five expert tips to help LGBT 
home sellers in 2011:

#1 start Planning now
Many homeowners wait until they have 

hired a realtor to start strategizing about how 
to market their homes, but those who plan 
ahead will also come out ahead in the end. 
During the frigid month of February, for ex-
ample, it may have been too soon for buy-
ers to start shopping for houses. But it was 

an ideal time to begin prepping a home for 
a faster springtime sale. Do minor repairs, 
add cosmetic paint to interior surfaces, up-
date fixtures and appliances, or just focus 
on getting rid of clutter and packing up items 
that can be stowed away to make rooms and 
closets look tidier and larger.

#2 Pricing is the Name of the Game
Once it is time to list the home, price it 

right the first time instead of engaging in too 
much wishful fishing around for an unrea-
sonably high offer. Today’s buyers are prag-
matic and they crunch the numbers before 
they even go out to see property. So hom-
eowners who hope to set a high price and 
then later lower it if they do not get enough 
buyer interest run the risk of losing valuable 
time as other competing homes sell because 
they are more sensibly priced. Keep in mind 
that the pool of qualified buyers who can get 
their mortgage loans approved in this econo-
my is limited, while the inventory of wonder-
ful homes at great prices is huge. Don’t leave 
money on the table by offering a home too 
cheaply, but don’t price it so high that it gets 

Five Real Estate Tips for a Faster Sale in 2011

yoUR Money

priced right out of the market.
#3 Convert Lookers into Buyers
In a real estate market with fewer buyers, 

it is important to make every viewing count. 
If the home does not look its very best the 
first time a potential buyer makes an appoint-
ment and comes to tour it, they will not re-
turn again and they certainly won’t make an 
offer. Coordinate every showing with the re-
altor to ensure that before the buyer steps 
onto the property the curb appeal is alluring, 
the home is clean, and any excess clutter is 
gone or stored away so that the square foot-
age of the house is not disguised but em-
phasized. Open the curtains and blinds, 
turn on a few lights, take the pets to the 
park, and feel confident that the buyer will 
see the home in its most attractive and mar-
ketable condition.

#4 Don’t Hurry Up Just to Wait Around
But it is also important to have realtors 

screen buyers carefully ahead of time to 
make sure they have strong financial sup-
port to make a purchase. Jumping at the first 
good offer that a buyer makes may be excit-
ing, but it also means that the home will have 
a sale pending. That status typically discour-
ages other potential buyers from looking. If 
the home is held up by a pending transac-
tion that later falls apart because the buyer 
did not qualify for a mortgage, precious time 
is lost. This is especially true in springtime 

when home sales are more robust than at 
other times of year. By the time a LGBT sell-
er realizes that the buyer isn’t qualified it may 
be too late to take advantage of the busiest 
selling season of 2011.

#5 Concede a Battle to Win the War
Don’t blow a great opportunity to com-

plete a sale because of minor squabbles or 
conflicting personalities. It is better to con-
cede a minor negotiation of terms and con-
ditions in order to close the sale than it is 
to win an argument by sacrificing the en-
tire transaction. To ensure smoother nego-
tiations, home sellers should only work with 
listing agents with whom they communicate 
exceptionally well and feel a natural rapport. 
LGBT sellers often find those qualities easi-
er by shopping for realtors who are actively 
supportive of the LGBT community.

Without a doubt, 2011 is the best time in 
years for LGBT homeowners to successfully 
market their property. Follow these tips and it 
is possible to not only attract qualified buyers 
but also enjoy a quicker sale – with potential-
ly higher profits – while overcoming many of 
the aggravating hurdles faced by other sell-
ers. t

to find real estate professionals de-
voted to serving the lGBt community, visit 
Gayrealestate.com, or call toll free 888-420-
moVe (6683). the site is home to the largest 
online network of lGBt realtors in the world.
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Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik

SOLID
IS HERE TO HELP
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I often write about anniversaries in this col-
umn. I report on leather clubs’ anniversa-
ries, anniversaries of leather contests, and 
the anniversaries of leather events. March 
17, 2011 is an anniversary of my own. It is 
my tenth anniversary of becoming a leather 
titleholder. I have learned a lot since I was 
sashed Maryland Mr. Drummer 2001 and 
I am still learning. As I look forward to the 
2011 Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR, Mid-Atlantic 
Leatherboy, Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman, 
and Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack 
Contest coming up at the Hippo on March 26 
at 2 p.m. I would like to offer Rodney’s Top 
Ten Tips for Leather Titleholders: 

#10) One Village Person at a time please! 
I love all of the Village People. They were my 
first gay fantasy. A cowboy is hot. A police-
men’s uniform is hot. A leather-clad biker is 
hot. A man dressed as a cowboy, policeman, 
biker is not. 

#9) Get a calendar! One’s title year goes 
quickly and a good titleholder tries to be ev-
erywhere. We are very blessed to have so 
many events going on in the Mid-Atlantic 
area alone. You are going to need a sched-
ule. One can’t be everywhere. Never promise 
to be at an event when you haven’t checked 
your calendar. 

#8) Learn to say “No.” A leather titlehold-
er has to be true to his/her word. Sometimes 
you just cannot be at an event. Family comes 

first, work second, and the title third. A title-
holder will burn out quickly if he says yes to 
every invitation. Plus there is nothing worse 
then agreeing to judge a contest and then 
failing to appear. The Leather Community is 
a family. Families will talk. 

#7) Be careful who you piss off: I love go-
ing to leather events all over the country be-
cause I will always run into people I know. I 
was once at an event where I overheard one 
titleholder say to another, “There’s so and so. 
I can’t stand him.” The other person replied, 
“Really? He’s my partner.” 

#6) You can’t please everyone. You could 
put on one of the most successful charity 
fundraisers in years. It could be so extrava-
gant that you flew in Liza Minnelli to perform 
live. Some bitchy queen is going to come up 
and say, “Couldn’t get Cher?” 

#5) The Leather Community is watching. 
Years ago Sir Steve and I were at the Bike 
Stop in Philadelphia and a very handsome 
man in Dockers and a polo shirt ran up to 
me and said hello. After he walked away Sir 
Steve commented, “He was really hot. Who 
was that?” I replied, “You know who it is, it 
is (insert bad leather titleholder name here.) 
It turned out that he had a Twinkie boyfriend 
and was on his way to Woody’s to dance. . 
#4) Don’t be afraid to take the leather out 
of the Leather Community. It is one thing to 
go to a leather bar in full leather. It is anoth-
er thing to go to a preppie bar. I remember 
going to Grand Central in full leather during 
my title year. I found myself talking to a very 
charming young man who was very interest-
ed in leather. He smiled and gushed, “You 
are the first leather titleholder who ever talk-
ed to me!” A good leather titleholder can be 
a bridge between different segments in our 
community. Mr. Maryland Leather 2007 Sir 
Steve had two very successful S & M relat-
ed fundraisers in a go-go boy bar. One of 
those go-go boys is now a leather titlehold-
er himself! 

#3) You were selected to represent the 
Leather Community. Do it! A leather title-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

T O P  T E N 
Titleholder tips

holder becomes the face of his Leather 
Community. He has to represent. One year 
at Baltimore Pride I ran into a current leath-
er titleholder dressed in cargo shorts, san-
dals, and a t-shirt. When I remarked that he 
was rather dressed down for Baltimore Pride 
his response was that he was “incognito.” I’m 
sorry but the opposite of being a leather ti-
tleholder is being incognito! Sure it is hot in 
Baltimore in the summertime, but the Oriole 
bird still has to wear the outfit. That is his job. 

#2) Help grow the tribe! I am happy to re-
port that the Baltimore Leather Community 
is growing. At one point last year my 
ShipMates Club had eight pledges. Those 
pledges are now full members of the club. 
A good titleholder needs to be out meet-
ing people. Yes, sometimes you need to put 
down the mouse and get out of the house! I 
am always very disappointed when I go to a 
contest and there are no contestants. What 
was the outgoing titleholder doing all year? 
He should attend not just leather events, 

shipmates present $3,000 donation from ‘daddy Christmas’ 
to Chase Brexton health services

but other events in the LGBT Community as 
well. I have always been very proud of the 
great support between Baltimore’s Leather 
Community and the Drag Community. It is 
not unusual for Miss Gay Maryland to thank 
the Leather Community when she steps 
down. The Baltimore Leather Community is 
not incognito. 

#1) Have fun! At Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend in January I asked International 
Mr. Leather 2010 Tyler McCormick how his 
title year has been. It is no secret that there 
was lots of controversy when the first trans-
gender IML was sashed in Chicago last 
Memorial Day Weekend. I was very pleased 
with his reply. The first words out of his 
mouth were, “It has been fun.” 

Being a titleholder can be exhausting. It 
can be stressful. It can strain a relationship. 
It can also be a hell of a lot of fun. During 
my Mid-Atlantic Drummer Contest in July of 
2001 I was selling raffle tickets. I sold the 
winning ticket to a guy named Steve. He 
won $800 and I won a whole lot more. My 
title is now ten years old, but I am still hav-
ing fun. 

What are you doing to have fun? There is 
a big leather contest coming up at the Hippo 
on March 26. It could change your life. Just 
don’t be the cowboy-construction worker- 
policeman guy. t

“I’m sorry but the 
opposite of being a 
leather titleholder is 
being incognito!”

Christmas comes early! 
(or should we say ‘late’?) ss
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Oscar Night for AIRS
photos by Justin Nixon
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 CoUnseLing

 MAssAge denTAL

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeAning  Books & gifTs CoMPUTeR

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628
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 ATToRney  TAx seRViCes  TRAVeL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CALL 410-244-6780 To AdVeRTise.

 finAnCiAL  eLeCTRiCiAn

Professional services

Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 PeT sUPPLies  sUPPoRT gRoUP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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PRESENTED BY

WRiTTEN aND DiREcTED BY RoBERT lEPagE

OPENS aPril 7
uNDER ThE gRaND chaPiTEau aT ThE WESTPoRT WaTERfRoNT

foR PREfERRED SEaTiNg, aSK foR ThE Tapis Rouge™ ViP EXPERiENcE
gRouP SalES aND X: 1-800-450-1480

GEt yOur tickEtS tOday!
cirquedusoleil.com
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