
dignity of every child’s health, the dignity 
of every individual.”

At the conclusion of his brief remarks, 
O’Malley said, “Let’s sign the bill,” to a 
round of thunderous applause and cheers. 
House Speaker Michael Busch (D-Anne 
Arundel County) and Senate President 
Thomas V. Mike Miller (D-Prince George’s 
and Calvert Counties) signed the bill with 
the governor. 

Busch actively supported the measure 
and was instrumental in its passage in the 
House. Miller, who looked like he had just 
been flagged with a tax audit, opposed it 
but acknowledged candidly on the Senate 

of our work here together, it is the thread of 
human dignity. We are all Americans. And 
all of us at end of the day want the same 
thing for our children. We want them to live 
in a loving, caring, and committed home 
that is protected equally under the law.” 

As an indication of the message 
O’Malley plans to make in an effort to beat 
back an expected referendum vote come 
November, he said, “Religious freedom 
was the very reason for our state’s found-
ing and the heart of religious freedom is 
the freedom of individual conscience. If 
there is a thread that unites all of our work 
here it is the thread of human dignity, the 
dignity of work, the dignity of the job, the 

By Steve Charing
On March 1, 2012, history was made as 
Maryland became the eighth state (plus 
Washington, D.C.) to legalize same-sex 
marriage. With a stroke of a pen, Governor 
Martin O’Malley signed the Civil Marriage 
Protection Act into law in front of hundreds 
of supporters of marriage equality includ-
ing individuals, couples, parents, allies, 
advocacy organizations and a host of leg-
islators in the marble hallway on the first 
floor of the State House.

“The way forward is always found 
through greater respect for the equal rights 
of all,” O’Malley said just prior to signing 
the bill. “If there is a thread that unites all 

OUT
Drinking from the 

Quiet Legacy

By vann MillhouSe
Women embody a special ability to 
bring forth life. Possessing the di-
vine gift to cultivate seeds internally 
and externally with gentle yet ag-
gressive force cannot be matched. 
During Women History Month we 
must take time to educate those 
around us about the wondrous con-
tributions women have bestowed 
upon us.

The National Black Feminist Or-
ganization met in 1973 for their first 
regional meeting which some say 
provided the footing for other orga-
nizations to spring forth. One group 
in particular that came into fruition 
after this notorious meeting was the 
Combahee River Collective. The 
collective decided on the name to 
honor Harriet Tubman’s Combahee 
River raid, which freed over seven 
hundred slaves. 

In 1977, the Combahee River 
Collective put the “Black Feminist 
Statement” forth. This strong group 
of black women found it necessary 
to organize around identity politics. 
Moving into strategic action around 
the issues concerning society and 
treatment of women, specifically 
women of color was the main fo-
cus. Unlike non color organizations, 
the collective sought to work in 
conjunction with black men. In the 
Combahee River Collective State-
ment, located in the section entitled 
the Genesis of Contemporary Black 
Feminism, the women proclaim 
that, “Although we are feminists and 
lesbians, we feel solidarity with pro-
gressive black men....” The same 
gender loving women were revolu-
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Marriage Bill Signed into Law

—continued on page 3

gov. Martin o’Malley signs the 2012 Civil Marriage Protection act on March 1
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PASSINGS

Thomas Reeves, a retired college profes-
sor, lifelong social activist, and occasion-
al contributor to this newspaper, died of 
heart failure Sunday, February 19 at the 
Manor Care Roland Park Nursing Home at 
age 72. He lived in Baltimore from 1968 
through the early 1970s and again from 
2005 until his death.

He lived in Baltimore dur-
ing the height of the Vietnam 
War and worked tirelessly to 
bring the war and the draft to 
an end. In the early 1970s, 
he served as executive di-
rector of the Baltimore Chap-
ter of the American Friends’ 
Service Committee. He also 
co-founded Insight, a social 
action group to support and 
mobilize youth in Southeast 
Baltimore. Through his work 
with Insight, he discovered a 
phenomenon peculiar to that 
community – the interaction 
of youth with gay men that 
had been occurring for generations. He 
documented this discovery in an article 
“The Boys of Baltimore,” published by the 
radical gay newspaper Fag rag. When he 
returned to Baltimore in 2005, he worked 
for several years as a part time adjunct 
faculty member with the Community Col-
lege of Baltimore County.

There is a family tale of descent from 
the great Virginia patriot, Patrick Henry. 
Though Tom would agree with “Give me 
liberty or give me death,” the fiery Thomas 
Paine was his real spiritual ancestor. Like 
Paine, Tom was a great organizer and can-
tankerous visionary. He was a civil-rights 
activist in the South in the 1950s and ’60s, 
an anti-Vietnam War campaigner, a gay-
rights organizer, a voice in the wilderness 
calling for reform of sex laws, an advocate 
for those with HIV/AIDS, and an agitator 
against U.S. support of repression in the 
Caribbean, especially Haiti.

From 1976 to 2001, Reeves taught at 
Boston’s historically black Roxbury Com-
munity College, where he became a full 
professor of social sciences and director 
of the school’s Caribbean Focus program. 
Tom had a particular interest in the plight of 
Haiti, writing and speaking frequently about 
the country and joining a number of delega-
tions and humanitarian missions, for which 
he was honored by the Haitian government. 
At Tom’s invitation, the then recently over-
thrown Haitian president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide spoke at the college and received 
an honorary degree in April 1992.

THOMAS C. REEVES
MarCh 27, 1939 – FeBruary 19, 2012

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 
1939, Tom was ordained a Method-
ist minister and pastored a church 

in Blue Springs, Alabama, while attend-
ing Birmingham Southern College, from 
which he graduated in 1960. He went on 
to get a Master’s of Divinity from Harvard 
in 1963 and an MA from American Univer-
sity in 1964. Tom did further postgraduate 
study (1964-66) at the Otto Suhr Institute 

of Political Science and 
Humboldt University, both 
in Berlin.

From his earliest days 
as a minister, Tom was 
attracted by the example 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
with whom he sometimes 
worked, and was involved 
in many protests, march-
es, and sit-ins. An article 
in the New York times 
(April 12, 1960), “Fear 
and Hatred Grip Birming-
ham,” notes the arrest 
of “Thomas Reeves, a 
21-year-old white student 
at Birmingham-Southern 

College and part-time preacher....” It was 
the earliest of many arrests and stints in 
jail that Tom faced for his political activism. 

In the late ’60s, Tom worked and taught 
in Washington, D.C., teaching at, among 
other schools, American University. He 
was the director of the National Council 
to Repeal the Draft. From 1969 to ’71, he 
was a speechwriter for US senators Mi-
chael Gravel, Mike Hatfield, and George 
McGovern, the latter two of whom wrote 
introductions to the end of the draft (Ran-
dom House and Vintage Press, 1970), a 
book Tom co-wrote with Barry Goldwater 
speechwriter Karl Hess. 

Tom’s work against the draft brought 
him to national prominence. A front-page 
story in the Harvard crimson (March 2, 
1970) reported on his speech the night be-
fore at Kirkland House. “‘[T]here is a real-
istic chance of repealing the draft’ in view 
of the wide-ranging agreement across the 
political spectrum on this issue,” the paper 
reported. “Reeves said that ‘people are 
challenging the idea that the central state 
should have the power to tell others how to 
run their lives.’”

After returning to Boston in the early 
’70s, Tom joined the burgeoning gay liber-
ation movement based around the Charles 
Street Coffeehouse. He frequently con-
tributed to Gay community News. As part 
of the radical Fag rag collective and the 
Boston-Boise Committee, he tried to cre-
ate a liberated gay culture. 

tionary in their position in that their move-
ment counterparts encouraged separatist 
ideals. Powerful in their thought system 
these women were able to stand strong 
in their demands, in recognition of their 
needs, while comprehending those men 
was socialized into their beings.

Concerned with racism, sexism, and 
classism, the women of the collective knew 
how to utilize their sisters’ unique skill set 
to work toward liberation. Active in the civil 
rights movement, black nationalists, and 
Black Panther organizations, the women 
found that there was a need to put in place 
a central union where women of color voic-
es would be heard. 

Greatly affected by male-dominated 
participants, the women found that becom-
ing aware of the deep seeded ideologies 
allowed them to become free to examine 
and validate their experiences within an 
unsupportive system. 

By learning to value their contributions, 
feelings, and various subjugations, the 
black lesbian feminists were able to dis-
mantle the stereotypical models for women 
of color. 

Some of those images dispelled are the 
“bull dagger,” “mammy,” and the “whore.” 
Some of the subjects that the collective ad-
dressed were sterilization abuse, abortion, 
rape, and health care. Ironically, these are 
some the same issues that women still 
face today.

The Combahee River Collective defi-
nitely laid the foundation for activists today. 
In the name of Audre Lorde, Anna Lee, Al-
ice Walker, Angela Davis, and Francis E. 
W. Harper, just to name a few; women 
continue to press forward during this third 
wave of feminism. 

As Bell Hooks says, “Feminism is for 
everyone.” t

Drinking FroM 
the Quiet legaCy

– continued from front page 

—continued on page 15

tom 
reeves
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 eDitorial

Marriage Bill 
SigneD into law

– continued from front page 

floor a week earlier that he was probably on 
the wrong side of history. 

When O’Malley said, “The bill is signed,” 
more loud and sustained cheers erupted. 
The governor handed out souvenir pens 
and invited the public to the governor’s 
mansion for a reception.

Immediately following the ceremony, 
Miller hastily left before group photos could 
be taken. Lieutenant Governor Anthony 
Brown, a supporter of the bill, sat in Miller’s 
seat.

The bill signing took place with the eight 
openly gay or lesbian legislators and their 
families immediately behind the signing 
table. Jammed on the rear curved marble 
staircase were members of Equality Mary-
land and many other supporters. Included 
were several of the plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
that was initiated contesting the Maryland 
law that limits marriage to between a man 
and a woman in 2004. They won a lower 
court ruling only to have it overturned by a 
4-to-3 decision in the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals in 2007.

“As I stood there at the statehouse stairs 

watching our governor sign the bill, I thought 
of all the twists and turns that brought us to 
this day,” Carrie Evans, executive director of 
Equality Maryland said in a statement. “The 
long days we spent year after year walking 
the halls of the legislature talking to legisla-
tors about fairness for our families. Sitting 
in the court room listening to the oral argu-
ments in the deane v. conaway case, and 
trying to hold our heads high and committing 

to fight on after the heartbreaking day when 
the court issued its opinion. I thought of the 
people that brought us to this day.”

The fate of this law remains uncertain, 
as the referendum battle will be costly and 
ugly. Marriage equality proponents are 
hopeful that Maryland will be the first state 
to defeat a ballot initiative. The opposition 
has a 31-0 record in thwarting marriage 
equality. t

Our opposition didn’t waste any time in collect-
ing signatures. When the marriage bill passed 
the Maryland senate, the opposition filed pa-
perwork to begin the referendum process the 
next day. By the time the governor signed the 
bill on March 1, the signature collecting be-
gan. So did the battle for hearts and minds. 
We, Maryland’s LGBT community, are 
about to see a level of vitriolic homophobia 
unprecedented here in Maryland. Our col-
leagues and friends, who took part in the 
battle for the anti-discrimination act in 2001, 
can attest to the organized blatherings of 
homophobia. However, the marriage equal-
ity bills usher in torrents of propaganda ads 
demonizing gays and lesbians. If the anti 
marriage campaign here in Maryland looks 
anything like it did in California, it’s going 
to be a dizzying displays of lies and half-
truths aimed at playing on hate and fear. 
We know as some of you read this, you may 
not believe you have a horse in this race. 
You don’t believe in the patriarchal institution 
of marriage and you don’t want to get mar-
ried. We can respect that. Nevertheless, by 
virtue of your gayness, you will be inevitably 
drawn in. When this type of anti-gay senti-
ment makes its way in ads seen around the 
state coupled with fire and brimstone rhetoric 
from fundamentalist churches, we are, with-
out a doubt, drafted into this struggle. For our 
opponents, this is less about the “sanctity of 
marriage” and more about the abhorrent lives 
of homosexuals. This is their chance to “veto” 
us. This is their opportunity to publicly vote on 
our worthiness. 

The argument of the opposition always 
falls back to gay sex and the “approval” of 
our lives. The unintended consequences of 

this type of ignorance, arrogance and stu-
pidity are numerous, bashings, beatings, 
verbal and physical abuse of LGBT folks just 
to name a few. You, who don’t have a horse 
in this race, may unwittingly have to defend 
your very person from assault as a result 
of some nut’s thoughts on gay people af-
ter viewing and hearing days and weeks of 
anti gay propaganda in the media... and in 
houses of worship. Words do have power 
and create conditions in our reality. Spoken 
hate and ignorance does take concrete form. 
Half of the battle is knowing that this could 
be a reality, that this could wreck families, 
throw lesbian, gay and trans kids out on 
the street, and get somebody beaten up. 
What do we do? Do we shrink away from 
this challenge? Do we decry the advance 
of this legislation? Absolutely not! We uni-
fy! We talk to our neighbors, friends, co-
workers, families, ministers and associates 
about the value of us. We talk about how 
voting for repeal will not stop people from 
being gay! Voting for repeal will not stop 
people from coming out and it sure as hell 
won’t stop people from loving each other! 
Ultimately, this is what this battle is about for 
us. That small four-letter word that carries a 
lot of weight, love! If you love me, you won’t 
fall for the hate. If you love me, don’t believe 
the lies. If you love me, you won’t support this 
attempt to turn parents away from their chil-
dren, separate siblings and rend communi-
ties. If we love each other, we will meet on the 
square of love, the truth of our humanity and 
the principles of justice. t

– the rev. mother meredith moise au-
thored the language of this editorial for Bal-
timore oUtloUd

The Impending Storm: Lessons from the Front
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“If there is a thread 
that unites all of our 
work here together, it 
is the thread of human 
dignity.”



4 t  BaltiMore outlouD  MARCH 9, 2012  •  baltimoreoutloud.com

Words of Celebration
Given the historiC nature of siGninG the Civil MarriaGe ProteCtion aCt into laW, 

BaltiMore outloud asked several leaders Who have fouGht the Battles  
their thouGhts on this siGnifiCant Milestone.

dan furmansky—Former 
executive director of Equality 
Maryland who pushed hard for 
marriage equality in Maryland 
since 2004.  “The arc of justice 
is bending and we are all so 
excited.  “We are anxious for 
January 2013 to be here.”

lisa Polyak—Chair, Board of 
Directors, Equality Maryland 
Board.  “Gita and I became formally 
involved with the quest for marriage 
equality in July 2004 when the 
ACLU-directed litigation was filed 
seeking marriage for same-sex 
couples in Maryland.  Since that 
time, we have had the tremendous 

honor of representing same-sex couples in 
Maryland, and meeting some of the most amazing 
people—LGBT families in Maryland going about 
their lives with simple dignity, straight allies who 
arrived at the most unexpected moments, and 
children who deserve the respect and protection 
that a marriage license can bring to their family.  
We are so grateful to all the people in Maryland 
who helped to lift this burden over the finish line in 
Annapolis.  Although a referendum battle may loom 
before us—and we will be there if it does –we look 
forward to going back to a less eventful daily life.”

dr. dana Beyer—Executive 
Director, Gender Rights 
Maryland. “This is a joyful time 
for the Maryland community, 
the culmination of years of hard 
work by so many. Thanks to 
the Governor’s leadership, the 
trans community is now able 
to look forward to the dignity 

and protections marriage currently affords our 
family, friends and neighbors.”
 

douglas f. Gansler—
Maryland Attorney General. 
“It’s an exciting day, it’s a 
momentous day, it’s an historic 
day for so many people who 
worked for years and years 
to get this passed, and to see 
it actually come to fruition is 
very exciting.  I think that it’s 

a great step towards the next level.  Now we got the 
representatives of the people who have voted for 
same-sex marriage here in Maryland, and now we 
want to make sure the people do that if in fact it 
goes to a referendum.”

lea Gilmore—Musical 
performer and civic 
activist. “This is a day 
that is just so amazing for 
me.  I along with so many 
others have longed for this 
day.  This is a day we got 

to see justice happening in Maryland.”

Pastor larry l. Brumfield—
Church of the Brethren and co-host 
of radio show Black, White & Gay: 
The Human Side.  “This is a very 
significant day for me because it has 
been a long, hard battle fought. The 
battle is over temporarily, and I’m glad 
this segment of the population along 
with the rest of America is going to 

experience civil rights and all of its privileges.”

Joe solmonese—President of the 
Human Rights Campaign.  “This 
is a huge victory for members of 
our community here in the State of 
Maryland.  And it’s an even greater 
victory given the hard work and 
mobilizing that this community did to 
bring this victory.  But I am mindful 
of the fact that we will not have 

finished this work until November when we fight off 
the referendum that is likely to be on the ballot.  So 
from all of us in the Human Rights Campaign to the 
wonderful coalition that we have here in Maryland 
to every member of this community who values this 
right is going to hang in there to do all that it will 
take to safeguard this victory come November.”

sultan shakir—Campaign 
Manager for Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality.  “The ceremony 
marks the end of a pretty long 
legislative fight to get us to the 
point of the State of Maryland 
recognizing that all couples should 
be able to take care of their families 
and go to a courthouse and get 

married.  There’s a lot of work left to do in order 
for gay couples to do that.  The opponents will be 
collecting signatures pretty soon, and if they’re 
successful in doing that, we take the battle that 
we’ve been doing and we expand that outreach to 
the broader community in Maryland.”

senator allan h. 
kittleman—Only Republican 
in the Senate to vote for the 
Civil Marriage Protection Act.  
“It’s a very exciting day—a day 
that we’ve been waiting a long, 
long time.  I know I’ve been 
waiting for over a year since I 
supported the legislation.  I’m 

excited the Governor did this.  I am hopeful that if 
this goes to a referendum we’ll be the first state in 
the nation to support it at the ballot box as well as 
in the legislature.  I think it’s a good day for civil 
rights, and I’m excited.”

luke Clippinger—Delegate, 46th 
District. “The bill signing was the 
culmination of years of effort on 
behalf of thousands of Marylanders.  
It was a fantastic day, and one that I 
won’t soon forget.”
 

Maggie Mcintosh—Delegate, 
43rd District.  “A great day for 
equality in Maryland. Thanks 
to all who played a part, 
especially Governor O’Malley 
and Speaker Busch.”
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By Steve Charing
Following the Senate’s approval of the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act, Baltimore TV sta-
tion WBFF Fox45 stirred the pot when it put 
up a link on its website that repre-
sents the official referendum site 
aimed at overturning the recently 
passed measure. Shane Messick 
of Middle River, Maryland. orga-
nized a petition drive on Facebook 
called “Stop Fox 45 Baltimore’s 
Support for Inequality” to protest 
the station’s ostensible bias on the 
issue. He is a leader of the CCBC-
Essex Rainbow Club, a group for 
LGBT students at the college. 

“My civil rights are in the hands 
of people that are not affected by 
the outcome,” Messick told balti-
more outloud. “Fox45 is helping 
people promote inequality without 
helping people show their support for equal-
ity; I want the news, not their opinions,” 

Over 400 people had joined the protest 
before he took it down. The link that previ-
ously sent readers directly to the petition site 
(now goes to a new page) within the WBFF 
site that also includes a link to Equality Mary-
land’s website. The new text reads:

“Opponents of the new law legalizing 
same-sex marriage are preparing to begin a 
petition drive to put the measure on the No-
vember ballot. Click (here) for more informa-

tion on the petition.
“Equality Maryland is herald-

ing the passage of the same-sex 
marriage bill. Click (here) to go 
to Equality Maryland’s website.”

Scott Livingston, the sta-
tion’s news director, told the 
Washington blade that local 
staff, not corporate, had put the 
link up on the site. “We are not 
endorsing any element of this 
debate,” Livingston said. “We 
see it as a political process. Our 
goal is letting viewers under-
stand they have a voice in the 
debate.”

He added, “We’ve heard 
from organizations, newspapers and blogs 
that represent the gay community,” Livings-
ton said. WBFF Fox45 is owned by the Sin-
clair Broadcast Group, which has a record of 
conservative bias. 

Messick, meanwhile, hopes his petition 
drive was beneficial. “Who knows if my peti-
tion helped them change it?”  t

College Student Protests Station’s Perceived Bias

Shane Messick

Sultan Shakir and 
Mayor Stephanie rawlings-Blake
photo: Steve Charing

By Steve Charing
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake urged an 
enthusiastic crowd of about 100 on Febru-
ary 26 to work hard to fight the upcoming 
referendum that would undo the Civil Mar-
riage Protection Act. The legislation was 
to be signed into law by Governor Martin 
O’Malley on March 1. The event had been 
billed as a “Marriage Equality Victory Par-
ty” that was sponsored by Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality. It took place at the Club 
Hippo.

Sultan Shakir, the campaign manager 
for the organization; Baltimore delegates 
Maggie McIntosh and Luke Clippinger; and 
Carrie Evans, executive director of Equal-
ity Maryland also addressed the crowd. 
They credited Governor Martin O’Malley in 
particular for helping to win the battle in 
the House of Delegates.

There had been some criticism of the 
party by community members believing 
that a victory celebration is premature giv-
en the referendum battle ahead. But Sha-
kir disagreed. “I think in any effort it really 
is important to celebrate any milestone,” 
he told baltimore outloud. “So while it is 
not necessarily a victory for same-sex cou-
ples being able to marry today, we are cel-

ebrating the decades of hard work from a 
lot of people – people who are here today, 
people who are not here today – to see 
marriage [equality] passed in both cham-
bers of the legislature. We are reflecting 
on that and thanking the people who got 
us here today.”

Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
representatives signed up volunteers and 
raised some funds for the forthcoming ef-
fort. t

Mayor Speaks at Marriage Equality Victory Party
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On March 2, 2012, Mayor Stephanie Raw-
lings-Blake issued an executive order to 
all city agencies in an effort to protect new 
Americans from discrimination and in-
crease access to public safety resources 
and city services for foreign-born city resi-
dents. “This new executive order clarifies 
existing anti-discrimination policies and lo-
cal law enforcement practices in Baltimore 
and makes clear that discrimination of any 
kind will not be tolerated under any circum-
stances,” Mayor Rawlings-Blake said.

The mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice, 
Office of Neighborhoods, and the Baltimore 
City Hispanic Commission worked closely 
together to construct the agreement at 
Mayor Rawlings-Blake’s request. The may-
or said, “This policy will ensure that victims 
and witnesses can continue to feel safe re-
porting criminal incidents to Baltimore Po-
lice officers.”

 “We applaud the mayor’s leadership for 
ensuring that immigrant communities are 
protected and their needs are met without 
the fear of discrimination. We will continue 
to work with Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake in welcoming new Americans and 
making Baltimore a great place to grow,” 

said the members of the Baltimore City His-
panic Commission in a joint statement.

The executive order comes in the wake 
of implementation in Baltimore of the “Se-
cure Communities” program launched last 
month by the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency (ICE) purportedly to 
“fight terrorism and apprehend dangerous 
criminals. (See: immigrants threatened by 
Feds in baltimore, in the February 24 issue 
of baltimore outloud.)

Among other things, the Order states 
“No City department, agency, officer or em-
ployee shall discriminate against any resi-
dent of Baltimore City based on confirmed 
or suspected race, ethnicity, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, national origin, immigra-
tion status, and/or inability to speak Eng-
lish.” It also “calls upon ICE agents perform-
ing official business in the City to identify 
themselves as federal immigration officers 
and to make clear that they are not officers, 
agents, or employees of the City.”

Gustavo Torres, executive director of 
CASA de Maryland, said, “Baltimore City 
has shown its commitment to immigrants 
and immigrants will continue to show our 
commitment to Baltimore’s future. t

Mayor Signs Order to Protect New Americans

 newS // LOCAL
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for stem cell research despite the Bush ad-
ministration ban. 

Griffin is a founding board member of 
the American Foundation for Equal Rights 
(AFER), the sole sponsor of the Proposi-
tion 8 lawsuit. 

He is personally responsible for recruit-
ing the legal dream team of Theodore Ol-
son and David Boies to successfully argue 
the case. Griffin will remain on the board of 
directors of AFER. t

Chad H. Griffin was appointed on March 
2 as the next president of the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) by the organiza-
tion’s board of directors. Griffin, a national 
communications and policy strategist, is 
widely credited for being the mastermind 
behind the federal lawsuit to overturn Cali-

fornia’s Proposi-
tion 8, which has 
now been ruled 
unconstitutional 
by two federal 
courts. 

Griffin’s ap-
pointment follows 
an extensive six-
month search by 
the board that 
included the 
consideration of 
over 100 diverse 
and extremely 
well qualified 

candidates from the worlds of business, 
academia and activism. Griffin will assume 
his new responsibilities on June 11, 2012. 
Current HRC president Joe Solmonese will 
continue to lead the organization until that 
time.

The founding partner of strategic 
communications and campaign firm, 
Griffin|Schein, Griffin has taken on en-
trenched, well-financed interests like Big 
Tobacco, Big Oil and the far right, and 
shaped national policy debates around 
equal rights, clean energy, universal health 
care, stem cell research, and early child-
hood education. 

He has also led groundbreaking ballot 
initiative campaigns including the largest 
ballot initiative ever recorded, Proposition 
87: California’s Clean Alternative Energy 
Initiative; the Proposition 10 campaign, 
which generates $600 million a year for 
early childhood education; and Proposi-
tion 71, which secured billions of dollars 

 newS // NATIONAL

HRC Names Griffin New President

Chad griffin LGBT Group Cruise 
departing from Baltimore 
Join your friends 
and make new ones 
onboard the  
Carnival Pride. 

This 7-night Eastern 
Caribbean cruise will explore 
the Turks and Caicos and 
the Bahamas. Your food and 
entertainment will be provided, 
bring your sense of adventure and 
get ready for a good time!

Includes Private Cocktail Party 
where you’ll meet others from this 
group. Roommate matching is 
available for single travelers.
$250 deposit, Layaway available

CruiseWithAGroup.com
(443) 458-3808

Sept
23

Positive Women Making Positive Choices (PWMPC) Presents

LGBT Ladies NIGHT BASH
Saturday, March 17, 2012

 Cafe CalyPso
771 Washington Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21230

10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
$10 ALL NIGHT
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Arizona GOP 
sheriff running for 
Congress admits he 
is gay 
Florence, aZ – Pinal County Sheriff Paul 
Babeu says allegations of misuse of power 
against him were made by a former boy-
friend who 
wanted to 
expose the 
fact that he’s 
gay during 
his campaign 
for Congress. 
But as he 
publicly ac-
knowledged for the first time that he’s gay, 
Babeu said he felt “relief” that he can no 
longer be threatened with rumors about 
his sexuality. He made the statements dur-
ing a news conference outside his office 
in Florence to respond to a report about 
his Mexican ex-boyfriend’s claims that the 
sheriff had threatened him with deporta-
tion if their affair went public. He denied 
the misuse of power allegations. 

A rising star in the Republican Party for 
his tough stand on immigration, Babeu said 
he would continue his campaign for Con-
gress, but he stepped down as co-chair of 
GOP presidential hopeful Mitt Romney’s Ari-
zona campaign. Babeu said that there had 
been rumors about his sexuality for years, 
including during his 2008 campaign for sher-
iff. “So it’s almost as if there is a relief today 
to not be threatened,” Babeu told reporters.

Babeu, 43, gained national attention in 
2010 when he appeared with Arizona Sen. 
John McCain in what became known as 
the “build the danged fence” campaign ad. 
In the summer of 2010, Babeu appeared 
beside the senator at a town hall meeting in 
Queen Creek, where local activists challenged 
McCain on his stand opposing the repeal of 
the military’s Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy. He 
was named the National Sheriffs’ Association 
Sheriff of the Year in 2011. t 

(echo magazine – Glenn Gullickson at 
echomag.com) 

Chick-fil-A on the basis of its food alone, 
but more strongly supports the principle 
of people over products, and out of re-
spect for the values of the Northeastern 
community, does not support the addition 
of Chick-fil-A as an on-campus vendor,” 
reads the Sense of the SGA Senate. (Bay 
WindoWs – Hannah clay Wareham at bay-
windows.com)

elsewhere because of the University’s 
blacklist.” (Bay WindoWs – Hannah clay 
Wareham at baywindows.com)

Lesbians thrown 
out of restaurant 
after a kiss
Phoenix, aZ – Kenyata White and Aei-
mee Diaz say they don’t want to become 
known as celebrities for being the women 
who were asked to leave a restaurant after 
they hugged and kissed. But the women 
were all the buzz for several days after 
their public 
display of af-
fection made 
news. They 
say that they 
are recovering 
from all the at-
tention, which 
included multi-
ple local TV appearances that were picked 
up by national networks and websites.

Their story started as a romantic night 
on the town. White and Diaz said they went 
to the District American Kitchen & Wine 
Bar inside the Sheraton Phoenix Down-
town Hotel at about 11 p.m. Feb. 26 to 
observe the anniversary of the date when 
they first met at the restaurant two years 
earlier. They ended up at a booth, exact-
ly where they had first met. When White 
leaned in for a kiss, which they described 
as a closed mouth peck; the restaurant told 
them: “Your behavior is completely unac-
ceptable. I need to ask you to leave. There 
thousands of rooms in this hotel, go get 
a room.” While Diaz was speaking to the 
manager, White was making a posting on 
Facebook about the experience. The next 
day, the Facebook posting lead to an ex-
plosive reaction. “I didn’t think about it at 
all and I looked at my phone and it had 
about 500 messages,” she said. Reporters 
had started calling and the story bounced 
from social media to the mainstream with 
reports on almost every local news station. 
The women also were approached by the 
cable news network HLN for an interview 
and talked to a British newspaper.

Two days after the incident, White and 
Diaz met with the Sheraton’s general man-
ager and public relations representative, 
who had issued apologetic statements. 
“They said they were going to handle the 
situation. They said that’s not what we’re 
about,” White said. “They seemed like they 
were very upset about it. They seemed 
very sincere.” The women said they talked 

Harvard group 
wants justice for 
1920 gay students
Cambridge, Ma – Harvard University stu-
dent group Their Day in the Yard is peti-
tioning the institution to award posthumous 
degrees to seven students who were gay 
– or perceived to be – and persecuted and 
expelled in the 1920s by a “Secret Court” 
because of their sexual orientation. Donald 
Clark, Eugene Cummings, Kenneth Day, 
Stanley Gilkey, Joseph Lumbard, Ernest 
Weeks Roberts, Edward Say, Keith Smer-
age, and Nathtaniel Wolff were all forced 
to leave not only Harvard, but the town 
of Cambridge, after being targeted by the 
Secret Court in 1920. Gilkey and Lumbard 
were allowed to return and complete their 

education, but the 
remaining seven 
were not. Cum-
mings took his own 
life at age 23 after 
being interrogated 
by the Court – three 
weeks shy of his 
graduation.

Student group 
Their Day in the 
Yard was founded 
in June 2010 with 

the express purpose of achieving recogni-
tion for the students targeted and expelled 
by the Secret Court. Court notes detailing 
interrogations have inspired books, stage 
works, and a film – not to mention plenty 
of controversy. A 2002 issue of the Harvard 
crimson’s weekend magazine described 
the Court’s interrogations and raised ques-
tions about the university’s response. 

“These reports of events long ago are 
extremely disturbing. They are part of a 
past that we have rightly left behind,” Har-
vard University President Lawrence H. 
Summers wrote in response to the Har-
vard crimson’s questions about the case. 
“I want to express our deep regret for the 
way this situation was handled, as well as 
the anguish the students and their fami-
lies must have experienced eight decades 
ago.” The five-man Court was so secretive 
that even the administrative board wasn’t 
immediately aware of the interrogations 
and expulsions. “[T]he University should 
offer a more full apology by granting post-
humous honorary diplomas to the students 
who were not allowed to complete earn-
ing their Harvard degrees,” the crimson 
wrote in 2002, calling the Court’s actions 
a “witch-hunt.” “In many cases, these stu-
dents could not complete their schooling 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyonD the Beltway

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

kenyata white and 
aeimee Diaz

Sheriff Paul Babeu

with the hotel representatives about sen-
sitivity training, education and awareness. 
While they said that they won’t go back to 
the District, they said they didn’t intend 
to start a boycott of the Sheraton, which 
some of their supporters have suggested. 
Instead they think the incident could serve 
as what they called a “pivotal point” for 
Phoenix in the continuing dialogue about 
LGBT acceptance. (echo magazine – Glenn 
Gullickson at echomag.com)

Northeastern U 
student senate 
opposes Chick-fil-A 
Boston, Ma – The Student Government 
Association (SGA) of Northeastern Univer-
sity voted 31 to 5 denouncing a proposal to 
add a Chick-fil-A fast food restaurant to the 
Student Center after learning of donations 
the chain made to anti-gay organizations. 
“I think this body came to the correct con-
clusion,” SGA President Michael Sabo said 
after the vote on Feb. 27. “I will sign this, 
I will deliver this to Student Affairs tonight 
and they will be aware of what we decid-
ed.” Planned 
r e n o v a t i o n s 
to the Stu-
dent Center 
will bring new 
food vendors 
this Septem-
ber, reported the Huntington News, North-
easter’s independent student newspaper. 

The WinShape Foundation, founded 
by Chick-fil-A founder S. Truett Cathy and 
supported by the restaurant chain, con-
tributed more than $1.7 million to anti-gay 
causes, According to EqualityMatters.org, 
the Foundation contributed to Focus on the 
Family and Exodus International in 2009, 

“It is the Sense of the Senate that the 
undergraduate student body supports 
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Philadelphia, Pa – While LGBT youth 
are thought to be largely overrepresented 
in the child-welfare system, there are few 
programs tailored to address their unique 
needs – a challenge that a new support 
group is confronting. The group, operated 
by Pennsylvania MENTOR, held its first 
meeting March 7 at 125 S. Ninth St., launch-
ing what is thought to be the city’s first sup-
port group for LGBT foster-care youth.

The MENTOR Network is a national 
social-services agency offering compre-
hensive programs for children and adults, 
and MENTOR authorization specialist Tim 
Chambers, who is gay, will serve as group 
leader. Chambers, 27, who is pursuing his 
masters of social work at Temple Univer-
sity, presented the idea for the group to 
his supervisors as a means of providing a 
much-needed service to the city’s youth. 
“In addition to all of the challenges LGBT 
teens face every day, these youth in foster 
care really need to come out multiple times 
– to family and friends and, if they’re mov-
ing from home to home, to different care-
givers at different schools,” he said. “They 

 newS // FROM THE KEYSTONE STATE 

deal with bullying, and many are already 
predisposed to suicidal ideations. There 
are so many issues unique to this popula-
tion that aren’t understood.”

Open discussion is a primary goal of 
the group, which will meet twice a month. 
Chambers noted the program is designed 
to encourage the exchange of ideas, but 
not to function as “group therapy.” “I don’t 
want to pathologize [sic] kids’ experi-
ence because there’s nothing wrong with 
them.... This is strictly support-focused, 
where they can get together, share stories 
and see that they’re not alone, that they’re 
not the only ones going through what 
they’re going through.” Education will also 
be part of the group. Chambers has cre-
ated a unique curriculum that will acquaint 
the group members with LGBT history and 
culture through reading and viewing mate-
rials, and a number of guest speakers. “I 
want to introduce them to positive gay role 
models,” he said. For more information, 
visit Lgbtqsupport.org. t

(PhiladelPhia gay neWs – Jen colletta 
at epgn.com)

 

Same-Sex Attracted Foster 
Youth Group Formed in Philly

Philadelphia, Pa – Luminaries in social 
service organizations and government 
on the local and federal level descended 
upon Philadelphia on February 16 for the 
inaugural White House LGBT Conference 
on Health at Thomas Jefferson University. 
Other forums will be held throughout the 
country.

The morning plenary session, which in-
cluded a panel discussion on LGBT elders, 
saw a parade of high-ranking officials, from 
Associate Director of the White House Of-
fice of Public Engagement Gautam Ragha-
van to Office of Personnel Management 
director John Berry, the highest out LGBT 
official in the administration. Berry, the 
highest-ranking out gay member of any 
administration, praised President Barack 
Obama while also noting the triumphs and 
tragedies of the past. “I knew form a very 
young age that I was gay.... It is not hy-
perbole to say that this president has done 
more for our community the last three 
years than all the others since the found-
ing of this nation together,” citing, among 
other things, the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t 

White House LGBT Health 
Forum Held in Philly

harrisburg – The Board of Directors of Equal-
ity Pennsylvania (EQPA) has unanimously 
voted to endorse the reelection of President 
Barack Obama in 2012. President Obama is 
the first endorsed candidate by 
Equality Pennsylvania in the 2012 
election cycle.

Adanjesus Marin, Chair of 
the organization’s 501c4, which 
makes candidate endorsements, 
noted, “Under President Obama’s 
leadership, our community has 
seen the passage of the Mathew 
Shephard Hate Crimes Act, the 
repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, the 
end of the executive branch de-
fense of DOMA, and numerous 
administrative changes to increase equality 
for the LGBT community. Not one of the four 
remaining Republican primary contenders can 
say the same for their commitment to equal 
rights.”

Less than a month ago, the Obama ad-
ministration announced that a new fair hous-
ing rule impacting the LGBT community will go 
into effect next month. It is the latest expansion 
of LGBT rights at the Federal level. President 
Obama has also stated his support for the 

Equality Pennsylvania 
Endorses President Obama

Employment Non Discrimination Act, and has 
been public about his support for curbing bul-
lying against LGBT youth.

The Obama campaign received the en-
dorsement with open arms. Penn-
sylvania State Director Bill Hyers 
responded, “The president and 
Equality Pennsylvania share many 
common goals, chief among them 
a belief that we must do everything 
we can to create an equal playing 
field for all Americans. Through-
out the next year we’ll employ that 
same energy and unity, working to-
gether to do everything we can to 
ensure the President has four more 
years to promote equality for the 

LGBT community.”
Equality Pennsylvania plans to help the 

president win Pennsylvania with an aggres-
sive plan to register LGBT voters and turn 
them out at the polls in support of the presi-
dent and other candidates EQPA has yet to 
endorse. The primary election is on April 24th, 
and despite the fact that President Obama has 
no Democratic challenger, Equality Pennsyl-
vania encourages its members to vote for the 
president. t

tell” and the refusal to defend the Defense 
of Marriage Act in court.

Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kathleen Sebelius gave the keynote 
address. She pointed to executive orders 
barring hospitals that accept Medicaid or 
Medicare from discriminating against LGBT 
patients, and noted both the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights and the Affordable Care Act as 
game-changers for LGBT health care. 
“Central among [American] values is the 
value of fairness,” she said. “America is 
at its best when everyone works under the 
same set of rules.” She noted her own de-
partment is adding questions about sexual 
orientation and gender identity to the Na-
tional Health Survey. After enumerating 
what she saw as the positives of the legis-
lation, she said, “For these reasons, I think 
the Affordable Care Act is the biggest step 
ever taken to closing the LGBT health care 
gap.” She also pointed to efforts to stem 
the spread of HIV, which she said started 
to flag in the late 1990s and the 2000s. t 
(gay PeoPle’s chronicle – anthony Glass-
man at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)
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By Johnny Star
My name is Johnny Starr. I’m 21 years 
old, and at this point in my life I couldn’t 
be happier! However, getting to where I am 
now was a challenge, and I want to share 
my story. 

At a very young age I knew I was dif-
ferent, and I knew I was 
gay. As middle school 
time comes and you’re 
faced with 7th grade, 
you’re also faced with 
becoming a young adult. 
Going through this, 
knowing you’re gay, isn’t 
an easy thing. I was 
confused and scared by 
what people and friends 
would think of me. I first 
said I was bi, thinking 
that is better than say-
ing I am gay. My friends 
did not change at all sur-
prisingly. I was still accepted. The people 
I didn’t know would call me “fag,” “gay,” 
anything they thought would get to me. I 
didn’t worry about it though; I had my own 
problems.

How do I tell my parents? My father 
wasn’t exactly “understanding” of gays, 
if you know what I mean. So ninth grade 
approaches, and I am starting to want 
to date. When you’re that age, you think 
you’re in love with whoever fancies your 
eye. His name was Joe, and I wrote him a 
love letter. I left it home and my Dad found 
it. Then he asked, “Boy, are you gay?” I 
said, “No, her name is Joe-Anne.” 

My lie worked. He didn’t ask anything 
else about it. My mother asked me about 
it, too: “Are you gay?” This time I felt it was 
OK to tell her, and it felt so much better 
after I told her. I felt like this huge weight 
came off me of everything I was holding in. 
She said, “Jonathan, I knew you were gay, 
always wondered since you were two, and 
it doesn’t change a thing.” 

It felt amazing hearing her say that. 
She said she would rather see me happy 
with a man, than miserable with a female, 
living a lie, having kids, then later telling 
her I’m gay, and breaking her heart with 
her thinking it is her fault. 

After this, I thought I had the courage 
to tell my father. I wrote him a letter. I re-
member saying, “I’m gay, and I’m sorry, but 
I want to be happy. I love you. Please don’t 
be mad at me.” When I came home he said 
he would not have a fag for a son. I ran out 
the house crying. 

What’s hard for me to talk about, I was 
a cutter... and no one knew. I almost killed 

myself that night. Thank God I didn’t. Cut-
ting myself was a way for me to take the 
pain I was holding in, inflict on myself, to 
feel pain and not to think so much. I cut for 
years. I had no one to talk to. 

Everything just got worse with my fa-
ther. He thinks I chose to be gay to push 

him away. He doesn’t un-
derstand that I am not in-
fected with an illness that 
one day will be cured. 
Eventually he started to 
wonder why I wore sweat-
ers in the summer. I hid 
the scars.

Then one day he 
walked in my room while I 
was cutting my thigh. He 
thought I was crazy and 
took me to be evaluated. 
The woman I talked to 
could have well saved my 
life. She told me it is not 

my fault he thinks that about me. It is his 
fault he can’t accept me; it is his fault he 
doesn’t want me happy.

So, then I asked myself, “Why am I 
hurting myself, more than what I’m al-
ready hurting?” Everything changed when 
I learned that in order to be happy, I have 
to stop trying to make everyone else happy 
and work on myself. I started smiling more, 
and being myself. If no one is going to let 
you be yourself, then they are not a friend. 
It all got better. I have never been happier 
in my life. I am so blessed I have a mother 
like I do; I love her so much. 

Since I learned it is not a problem be-
ing gay, and being gay is like the best thing 
to happen to me because it makes me 
be myself. Everything is wonderful, and I 
wouldn’t even know who I was 5 years ago. 
I am now Mr. Youth Prince Maryland, and I 
met the love of my life.

Since I won the Youth Prince title, 
I want to do something good for youth. I 
didn’t have a person to talk to and had to 
find in myself to be stronger. I want to raise 
awareness and let the youth know that 
they are not alone and to give them a mes-
sage of hope: it gets better! 

Trust me, when I talked to my friends 
and realized how wonderful a person I am, 
it got better. I’ve learned the extent of my 
relationship with my father. It is what it is. 
He sees how happy I am now. I can’t stop 
smiling, and it’s the greatest feeling ever! 

Don’t ever let anyone put you down for 
being yourself. I recently made a YouTube 
video to help inspire anyone who is feel-
ing down. It can be found at http://bit.ly/
xt4cXy. t

By aliCia Martin
I didn’t choose to be gay. It’s just part of who 
I am, like having blonde hair or being part 
Cherokee. I am in love with a woman. Ev-
erything about her – her eyes, the way she 
smiles, her voice, how good of a mother she 
is, how great of a wife and provider she is.  
I didn’t choose to be gay or who I am in 
love with. I was designed, cre-
ated, built, born this way: to fall 
in love with women; to have a 
family with one; to share the re-
sponsibilities of children, bills, 
the home; to raise our children; 
to be decent human beings and 
to make a good difference in 
the world.

I didn’t choose to be gay, 
just like you didn’t choose to 
be straight. You were just de-
signed, created, built, and born 
that way –  to love the other 
side of the spectrum.

I didn’t choose to be gay. 
I didn’t choose the hardships 
that go along with it in an un-
forgiving world. To be verbally 
spat upon by my children’s doctor, lawyers, 
grocery clerks, fry cooks, senators, evan-
gelicals, and anyone who is anti-gay or 
homophobic, or whatever the term of the 
day is. 

What I did choose was to live a life in 

Johnny Starr

 JourneyS 

The Choice I Made
truth, rather than a lie, to teach my children 
that love is love is love, and that it doesn’t 
matter what religion, race or orientation 
you are, you are still human, still a person, 
still worth loving, and deserving to love.

I didn’t choose to be gay, cause,  
“baby, I was born this way.”

I am not a criminal. I don’t deserve to 
be beaten to death, blood-
ied, and broken, because 
my other half and I are the 
same gender. Save your 
needle for murderers and 
rapists. 

I pay taxes, my chil-
dren go to school, I clean 
my home, I mow the lawn, 
I work, and I save money 
for my children’s college 
tuitions. 

I am equal. 
We are the same. 

Imagine being told it 
is wrong to climb in 
bed every night with 
the person of your 
dreams, the love of your 

life, the ying to your yang.  
Because that is what we are told.

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.” Matthew 7:12 t

The Choice I Didn’t Make

alicia Martin

If you would like to share your Journey towards self-acceptance, please send to: 
journeys@baltimoreoutloud.com. Please include your name, photo and telephone 
number for verification.   Your telephone number will not be published.

Journeys...

Your opinion is requested!
Elizabeth Waters, a doctoral student in Pastoral 
Counseling at Loyola University, is looking for par-
ticipants to take her dissertation survey about spiri-
tual and emotional experiences of gay men.  The 
survey will take approximately 30 minutes to com-
plete.  If you complete the survey, you will have 
the option to enter a raffle to win a Barnes & 
Noble Nook tablet.

If you identify as a gay male and are over the age of 
18, please follow the link to read more about the sur-
vey: https://www.psychdata.com/s.asp?SID=146361
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Cries for Help 
Unanswered
On March 1, Dante Parrish, 37, was convict-
ed for the killing of 15-year-old, Jason Matti-
son, Jr. in East Baltimore in November 2009. 
Jason was openly gay and attended West 
Baltimore’s Vivian T. Thomas Medical Arts 
Academy where he was a popular student 
and had hoped to be a pediatrician. 

However, Jason was not welcome in 
the homes either of his mother or his grand-
mother because of his sexual orientation and 
needed to couch-surf to survive. He ended 
up in a house of a great aunt, but it was occu-
pied by heroin addicts and drunks, including 
the great aunt. 

Parrish had previously served nearly 10 

years for murder before being freed thanks 
to the help of the Innocence Project, whose 
attorneys fight post-conviction appeals. Not 
knowing Parrish’s criminal record, Jason’s 
great aunt allowed him to move in.

When Parish allegedly attempted to rape 
Jason while the boy had been asleep on the 
second floor, Jason screamed for help. How-
ever, because of the drugged state of those 
in the house at the time, no one could res-
cue him, and was ultimately suffocated by 
Parrish forcing a pillowcase down Jason’s 
throat and then repeatedly stabbing him in 
the neck, face and head with a box cutter un-
til his death. His body 
was found stuffed in a 
closet.

This tragedy illus-
trates the need to fill a 
void in Baltimore City. 
Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays (PFLAG) 
has been doing yeoman’s work since its in-
ception in 1973. With over 350 chapters na-
tionally, PFLAG members have counseled 
parents of LGBTQ children as well as the kids 
themselves. They have intervened when they 
can be of help or they referred clients to so-
cial service agencies to receive professional 
guidance.

While PFLAG is not just for parents any-
more – many LGBTQ individuals participate 
in chapter activities or even take on leader-
ship responsibilities – those parents who are 
involved usually traveled a journey that took 
them from denial upon learning the sexual 
orientation of their child, to anger, to accep-
tance, to full-throated advocacy.

Could a PFLAG chapter in Baltimore City 
have prevented such a horrific crime com-
mitted against Jason? Probably not. If more 
parents were involved in PFLAG, the chances 
of such devastating outcomes could be re-
duced. Rejecting parents and grandparents 

as in Jason’s case 
may have sought the 
comfort of others who 
share the experience 
of having an LGBTQ 
family member.

Make no mistake; 
the challenges in Bal-
timore City are enor-

mous. Churchgoing parents consistently hear 
anti-gay epithets from pulpits that drive the 
point home that homosexuality is a sin and 
therefore, unacceptable. These preachers 
and ministers contribute to a culture that justi-
fies throwing a 15-year-old out of his home 
to fend for himself, which subjects him to a 
wide range of perils including disease, mal-
nutrition, drugs, crime and violence.

Several attempts to establish a Bal-
timore chapter failed as a result of lack of 
interest by the community to sustain it. The 
most recent try occurred in 2006. “I often 
use Baltimore City as an example of an area 
that is ripe for a PFLAG chapter,” said Jamie 
Curtis, a field manager for PFLAG National. 
“But it just needs to find the right people to 
lead it up.”

The location could also be a barrier. “The 
group met in an area of the city with little di-
versity and a lack of public transportation,” 
Curtis pointed out. 

Gary Wolnitzek, program director for the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Community Center of Baltimore and Central 
Maryland (GLCCB), indicated that if a chap-
ter were formed in the city, the Center, with 
easy access to public transportation, would 
provide space to meet. 

A two-pronged effort is clearly needed 
for both parents of LGBTQ children and the 
youth themselves. “The real goal here is 
not how we grow a PFLAG chapter in Balti-
more,” said Mark Patro, the president of the 
Baltimore County chapter. “The real ques-
tion here is how we deal with the needs of 
the other Jasons in Baltimore City.” 

To that end, the GLCCB’s Wolnitzek 
stated the Center maintains or partners with 
several groups that have programs involving 
LGBT youth. Moreover, with more funding 
from grants and other sources, the Center 

thinking out louD

Steve Charing
Spoken

OUT

could operate an expanded drop-in center 
complete with counselors and learning tools. 
This is a goal that merits full community sup-
port.

Worthy organizations, such as the Bal-
timore Homeless Youth Initiative and AIRS 
are working hard with scarce resources to 
alleviate the homeless problem among LG-
BTQ youth. Restoration Gardens in North-
west Baltimore, a $6 million, 43-unit shelter 
for homeless youth including LGBTQ that 
opened last year, is an excellent result of 
those efforts.

“At the end of the day we need strong 
dedicated parents on the ground,” explains 
Jamie Curtis. Parents, families and friends 
are the backbone of PFLAG, and without 
them in any community, the chapter strug-
gles. The biggest struggle in Baltimore has 
been finding this group of people.”

June Horner, a PFLAG mom who sits 
on the steering committees for both the 
Westminster-Carroll County and Columbia-
Howard County chapters, suggested that 
pro-LGBT equality clergy from the city could 
be asked to promote a chapter.

Support and resources are not seen as 
obstacles in this regard. PFLAG National 
as well as the suburban chapters pledged 
to provide the needed resources to make a 
Baltimore chapter viable and effective. It just 
requires leaders to step up.

We will never know if Jason’s promising 
life could have been saved had there been a 
PFLAG chapter that could have helped keep 
Jason at home with his mother. Matt Thorn, 
president of the Columbia-Howard County 
chapter mused, “PFLAG could have been a 
strong resource for that family.” 

If only. t

Jason Mattison, Jr.

Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 

Are you or someone you know in need
of HIV Primary Medical Care and

Case Management Services?
HIV is NOT a death sentence; care management can

prolong your life and improve your health. Take
charge of your life, get life saving treatments.

The Baltimore City Health Department, HIV Care Linkage 
Team can help

We offer
• Care Linkage services to quality medical care providers
• Same-day appointments
•  Referral & Transportation services to first & 2nd appointments
• Free gift for enrolling

Services offered to insured and uninsured clients
Care Linkage Team:

Kevin Coger: 410-948-2593
Orline Johnson: 410-627-5083
Rodrique Sumpter: 410-627-8374
Sheridan Johnson: 443-564-2007

Brutal murder of a 
gay teen illustrates 

why Baltimore needs a 
PFLAG chapter
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priate or rude in the doctor’s language or 
the tone he used when he told you he was 
testing you for syphilis. However, I can 
confirm that this doctor was following the 
Centers for Disease Control guidelines, 
which recommend screening all men who 
have sex with men for syphilis once a year 
or more often. This is recommended be-
cause of the syphilis epidemic among men 
who have sex with men. Although men who 
have sex with men make up less than 5% 
of the population, two thirds of all cases of 
syphilis occur in men who have sex with 
men. 

Also, it is astonishing how many sexu-
ally transmitted diseases do occur among 
couples (gay and straight) who state they 
are monogamous. Nobody is perfect, and 
people often do not behave the way they 
meant to. A person does not have to be 
promiscuous (have a large number of part-
ners) to be infected. A single encounter 
can lead to an infection Better safe than 
sorry.

About the location of the rash: while 
the syphilis rash is often on the palms or 
soles, there is great variation in the way 
syphilis appears. Some people have syphi-
lis without ever having any sort of visible 
sore or rash. Only 60% of the syphilis pa-
tients who do get a rash have the rash on 

Dear Dr. Eva, 
I recently went to see a doctor for a 

rash that turned out to be scabies. He in-
sisted on testing me for syphilis just be-
cause I am gay, even though I told him my 
partner and I are exclusive. I read up on 
syphilis and found out that in syphilis, the 
rash is on the palms and soles, and mine 
was only on my chest and abdomen and 
under my arms. I am thinking of reporting 
him to the Medical Board for discrimination 
for assuming that every gay man is promis-
cuous. Any comments on this?

Wronged Monogamist

Dear WM,
Maybe there was something inappro-

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

health & wellneSS 

Rashes Sexually 
Transmitted & Not

their palms or soles. The other 40% have 
rashes in other areas, including the trunk, 
where your rash was. In 
some cases, the rash is not 
noticed or is in a place where 
the person cannot see it like 
inside the mouth or throat, or 
in the vagina or rectum.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I was diagnosed with 

syphilis with a blood test but 
I have never had a sore or a 
rash. Could this be a lab error?

No Evidence

Dear NE, 
Probably not. See the letter above- it is 

not rare that a person with syphilis never 
notices, or never has, a rash or sore. That 
is why the blood tests are so important for 
diagnosis. There are several blood tests 
for syphilis. To diagnose syphilis, two dif-
ferent blood tests must both be positive. 
The initial test, the RPR (Rapid Plasma 
Reagin), can have false positive results. 
The RPR test checks for antibodies to 
biological material released from dam-
aged cells of the infected person and for 
antibodies to substances produced by the 
syphilis bacteria. Sometimes other kinds of 

antibodies can cause a false positive reac-
tion. However, when the RPR is positive a 

second, more specific test 
is done. There are several 
different second tests. 
The most common are the 
FTA (fluorescent trepo-
nemal antibody test) and 
the direct treponemal test. 
Both of these tests check 
for proteins that are part 
of the syphilis bacteria. 

(Treponema pallidum is the name of the 
syphilis bacteria.) These secondary tests 
have very few false positive results. Ask 
the medical provider who diagnosed you 
with syphilis if two different syphilis tests 
were both positive. If so, the diagnosis of 
syphilis was correct.

The group most frequently infected 
with syphilis is HIV-positive African-Amer-
ican men who have sex with men. Men in 
this group should be tested at least every 
six months, especially if they have had 
more than one sex partner in the last six 
months or are not consistently using con-
doms, even if monogamous. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com.
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The GOP is struggling. The party is strug-
gling with relevance, with message and 
with clarity. The Republicans, grasping at 
straws, have decided to launch missives 
against women’s health. In an almost com-
ic “death con 3” scenario, the party is in 
“do or die” mode and eagerly fighting off 
perception that it is in self-destruction.

However unreasonable it seems, birth 
control and reproductive health are front 
and center in the GOP mind. Despite ris-
ing gas prices, unemployment, troubles 
in the Middle East, poor conditions in 
the nation’s schools, Republicans on the 
campaign trail and in Congress are really 
preoccupied with what’s going on in the 
bedrooms and wombs of women. My one 
question is why? Many Americans feel that 
our nation is at a most significant cross-
road. America needs to switch gears and 
focus on creating a future of stability. How 
does sex and abortion fit into that?

It has become painfully clear that this 
manufactured war on women is about not 
really dealing with pertinent matters of na-
tional survival. This is about policing pri-
vate lives. Instead of promoting policy that 
affirms and strengthens the lives of wom-
en (i.e. the Equal Rights Amendment, uni-
versal health care), the Republicans have 
decided to pander to misogyny and patri-
archy. How does that equal victory? Does 

this seem like a winning strategy when 
women make up half of the electorate?

When all else fails, blame the girls. We 
are blamed for the fall of humanity (Adam 
and Eve), war (Helen of Troy) and bad driv-
ing. Seriously, misogyny hurts everybody. 
Ranting about birth control puts the Re-
publicans on the side of the old boys clubs. 
Birth control has saved countless lives 
from its health benefits to allowing women 
to decide when they have children thus 
promoting economic independence. Unfet-
tered access to birth control allows women 
to form families when they wish and when 
they are most able. In short, unfettered ac-
cess allows women to develop their human 
potential. We should celebrate that.

However, the GOP wants to return to 
an age where male clergy and their min-
ions dictate how women live their lives. 
Falling back on ideas that women need 
to be controlled, we get this fresh brand 
of women hating rhetoric. Rush’s disgust-
ing rant against Sandra Fluke spoke to the 
frustration of a group of men living in the 
dark ages. It speaks to boys throwing tan-
trums because they feel that women are a 
threat. Women are a threat... to the future 
of the war industry, their patriarchy, their 
racism, their classism, their sexism and 
their hatred of the poor.

We need all hands on deck to heal and 
move this nation forward. Women are a 
vital and vibrant part of the 21st century 
American renewal.  Anybody opposing the 
equality of women opposes the prosperity 
and advance of this nation. We cannot af-
ford to elect people who have an idealized 
view of the past while holding a myopic 
view of the present and future. America 
needs women and men of good will and 
broad vision. Obviously, the GOP has de-
cided that women need not apply. t

When all else fails, 
blame the girl 
A war on women

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

“For over 25 years, Glaad has worked 
with news, entertainment and social media 
to bring culture-changing stories of lGbt 
people into millions of homes and work-
places every day. Why? because words 
and images matter.” 

The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation exists to hold media ac-
countable for the words and images they 
present. Recently, GLAAD called for the 
termination of CNN’s Roland Martin for 
an allegedly homophobic tweet. CNN ul-
timately suspended Martin in response. 
Hooray, said GLBT organizations, includ-
ing GLAAD and the Equality Forum. Mis-
sion accomplished.

Now, what happens when the Anti-Def-
amation Organization promotes defama-
tion? That is, who watches the watchdog?

In early March, GLAAD highlighted the 
work of Monica K. Roberts on its website. 
Roberts recently published a post on the 
website of Ebony.com that GLAAD cross-
posted, along with this note: “GLAAD 
worked closely with both Monica Roberts 
and Ebony.com to place this article.”

For years, lesbians and feminists have 
condemned Roberts for referring to fe-
males and lesbians as “fish” on the Trans-
Griot blog. Roberts also frequently threat-
ens to “pimp slap” women and anyone else 
who disagrees with the unique world view 
Roberts pushes.

“Fish” is a slur against females and we 
don’t like it. It reeks of misogyny, reduc-
ing Females to what Males think of us (and 
think we are). “Pimp slap” invokes violence 
against females. Roberts also threatened 
me last August because another feminist 
and I wrote a letter to the United Nations 
entity for gender equality and the empow-
erment of women questioning anti-feminist 
“gender identity” legislation pushed by na-
tional GLBT organizations. 

The GLBT community has made great 
hay out of anti-bullying campaigns and has 
condemned violent threats against Gays 
when made by our “opponents.” But when 
Roberts threatened me, nary a peep was 
heard (with at least one notable excep-
tion, thanks Jillian Weiss); suggesting, of 
course, that violence is acceptable if the 
speaker says something with which you 
disagree.

GLAAD knows about Robert’s vio-
lent and misogynist language against fe-
males and lesbians because we have told 
GLAAD. And yet, rather than censure Rob-
erts, GLAAD glorifies Roberts’ work and 
ignores our well-founded concerns.

Sadly, this fails to surprise me. Misog-
yny and sexism is rampant in the GLBT 
community. AMERICABlog, a popular blog 
focusing on “gay concerns,” has no female 
bloggers. Bilerico does better by the num-
bers, but its editor, Bil Browning, has dem-
onstrated his disdain for lesbians and femi-
nists more than once, noting, for example, 
that that although he will delete misogynist 
comments about lesbian feminists, such 
comments make him smile. 

So, GLAAD, who watches gay media? 
Who watches you? Who calls out misogy-
ny? Who calls out sexism? Who calls out 
women hatred? Remember, lesbians are 
female – misogyny is a lesbian issue.

Truth is, no one watches GLAAD, no 
one watches gay glogs, no one watches 
GLBT organizations, no one calls out mi-
sogyny, and no one calls out sexism.

Why would they? Misogyny and sexism 
are deeply ingrained in gay culture. Before 
the whole trans shtick came along, there 
were few objections to drag culture – even 
though drag culture is misogynistic. The 
gay male community rarely if ever objected 
to characterizations of lesbians has “man-
hating dykes” or “too ugly to get a man” or 
“fishy.” 

GLBT organizations do not address 
misogyny or sexism because they cannot 
– if they did, the gay males who fund these 
organizations might complain and stop 
funding them. Thus, the GLBT movement 
message of “equality” is that gay males 
deserve to be equal. MoveOn.org recently 
released a video that promises to send 
chills down your spine when you see the 
“oppression” gays suffer. 

Oh, I reacted – with sheer anger that 
our movement ignores females. Now, I 
am happy for Marriage Equality, and I am 
proud of my friends who worked to achieve 
it here, but understand this – marriage 
equality will not make females equal. Fe-
males will continue to lag behind in every 
single way because the GLBT community 
and our broader culture will never address 
sexism and misogyny.

And that brings me back to Monica 
Roberts. Here, GLAAD, are some of Moni-
ca’s greatest hits:

Some of my young sistahs that wish 
to transition either don’t have the funds or 
don’t want to give hormone replacement 
therapy the time required to make them 
look “fishy.” 

But beauty is not worth dying for , caus-
ing permanent long term damage to your-

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

self or risking contracting HIV from sharing 
needles either because you want to look 
‘fishy’ now instead of letting hormones do 
the job over time

Yeah, you may look “fishy” and cute to-
day, but when you start getting older that 
silicone will crystallize into lumps you’ll 
have to get surgically removed

They are hostile to any other t-girl that 
comes into their turf that’s prettier, smart-
er, younger, more popular or `fishy’ looking 
than they are.

Anti-defamation? Sure. Right. We get 
your message, GLAAD, and it ain’t female-
loving. t

So Not GLAAD

Rev. Mother Meredith 
Moise, ordained 

Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, 

baptisms, funerals, 
home blessings, 

spiritual direction. For 
more information, 
410-900-2021 or 

africanlotus@aol.com
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Less radical gays – soon to be mainstream 
– separated from Tom on this issue.

Yet Tom was also a founding mem-
ber and organizer of groups that would 
become more mainstream, such as Mas-
sachusetts’s Gay and Lesbian Advocates 
and Defenders (GLAD), which grew out of 
the Boston-Boise Committee, and later, in 
the midst of the AIDS crisis, ACT UP. 

“Tom was especially active as a mem-
ber of ACT-UP / Boston’s Housing Work-
ing Group,” recalls Robert Folan, a fellow 
activist. “The working group organized nu-
merous ACT-UP demonstrations to bring 
pressure on the city of Boston to respond to 

a growing crisis of homeless-
ness among people with HIV. 
The group’s efforts resulted in 
the city committing to the de-
velopment of new housing for 
PWAs. Over the next decade, 
hundreds of housing units for 
people with HIV would be cre-
ated to alleviate the homeless 
problem.” 

Tom’s writings appeared 
in such diverse publications 
as the baltimore Sun, coun-
terpunch, montreal Gazette, 
Nacla report (on Central 
American affairs), and Z mag-
azine. 

Tom’s last years were 
spent in Montreal, Baltimore, 
and Spain. 

“As an ordained Method-
ist minister since his teens, 

Reeves always lived his life according to 
the highest Christian ideals,” said longtime 
friend and investigative journalist James 
Dubro. “He gave a lot of himself daily to 
those less fortunate and to marginalized 
minorities throughout his life.”

Tom suffered a lot for his beliefs in the 
last quarter century of his life. Not for his 
religious beliefs, which were conventional 
enough (he particularly subscribed to the 
ecumenical Taizé movement), but for his 
belief in the importance of challenging the 
U.S.’s ever more punitive sex laws, and 
particularly sex-offender registries, which 
he considered analogous to the Puritan 
scarlet letter.

“Tom was of the Tzadik Nistar,” Dubro 
goes on, referring to the mystical Judaic 
contention that God will spare a city if it 
contains even a few just men. “He counted 
among the 36 righteous who justify the ex-
istence of man to God.”

A memorial service is set for Saturday, 
April 28, 2012, at 3 p.m. at the Community 
Church of Boston (565 Boylston Street) in 
Copley Square. In lieu of flowers, consid-
er a donation to the St. Joseph’s orphan-
age in Port au Prince, Haiti (Heartswith-
haiti.org). t

With the sentence “This subtitle does not apply 
to the provision of facilities that are distinctly pri-
vate or personal,” Baltimore County enacted a 
21st century Jim Crow law. This came by way of 
political pressure from special interests groups. 
Was it neo-Nazis? Was it the Aryan Nation?

For many years, discrimination in public 
accommodations based on the person’s race, 
creed, religion, color, sex, age, national origin, 
marital status, or physical or mental disability, 
had been unlawful in Baltimore County. Save 
a handful of white supremacists, it seemed 
doubtful that anyone would have wanted to 
alter that law.

The pressure to turn back the clock on an-
ti-discrimination laws did not come from white 
supremacists; the pressure came from liberal 
progressives. I cannot imagine how intelligent 
folk would pass a law that allows trans, gay, 
Zoroastrian, or people of color to be excluded 
from spaces that are distinctly private or per-
sonal. However, that is what this law does!

It was hardly the intention though. The 
intention was to add sexual orientation and 
gender identity to existing law. Sexual orienta-
tion was added because Baltimore County is 
exempt from current Maryland law in that re-
gard. Some think that the language of “private 
or personal spaces” was meant to address the 
bathroom meme in regards to gender identity. 
However, it doesn’t matter what some think, 
what matters is the language of the law, and 
the language of this law applies to all of those 
protected, or used to be protected, classes. 

Our amazing and tireless LGBT activists are 
not to blame for this law. The councilmembers’ 
obligation is to the people, not to the lobbyists. 
Similarly, the council was advised by constitu-
ents of alternative language that might have 
been used in the law. The council voted along 
party lines, the Republicans voted against the 
bill, the Democrats voted to exclude personal 
or private spaces from protection. Good grief.

It is not likely that this law will hurt Zoro-
astrians or African-Americans because state 
law already protects them. That does not 
diminish, though, the responsibility of those 
who lobbied for it or those who passed it. The 
exception was clearly meant for queer folk, 
and for them it is enforceable.

That said, “personal or private spaces” are 
not defined. The merchant or other provider of 

spaces is put in the position of second-guess-
ing, and potentially being sued, for casting the 
wrong dice in determining if a space is “person-
al” or “private” under this vague provision. 

The anti-discrimination bill currently before 
the Maryland General Assembly has similar 
flaws in language. Although it does not carve 
out exempt spaces as the Baltimore County bill 
does, it relies on a convoluted definition of gen-
der identity. It is a circular definition: “‘Gender 
identity’ means a persistent, bona fide gender-
related identity and the consistent, public mani-
festation of that identity in the gender-related 
appearance of an individual regardless of the 
individual’s assigned sex at birth.”

The first half of the definition says nothing 
more than “gender identity = gender identity,” 
the second half is all about “appearance.” 

At the Senate Judicial Proceedings Com-
mittee on February 28, Senator Jim Brochin 
questioned the validity of a definition based 
on “how you see yourself internally,” and 
“Whether you want your nine, ten, 11, or 

12-year-old exposed to that.”
“I think it is a troubling part of the bill and I 

think the part that is troubling is…the way you 
define gender identity is problematic for me 
as a parent,” he said. While not worried about 
the molestation fears of the opposition he 
said is, “worried about someone who wakes 
up one day and says ‘you know what, look 
what the State of Maryland just did, I feel like 
a woman today’”

Senator Brochin’s concerns stem from 
the faulty language of the bill. 

Although testifying in favor of the bill, 
Laure Ruth, legal director of the Women’s 
Law Center of Maryland offered this caveat, 
“I, like Senator Brochin, have a little bit of 
trouble with what the proper definition is. The 
Women’s Law Center does not support codi-
fying gender stereotypes so we are not par-
ticularly thrilled with the definition….” 

Some of those who led the fight for both 
of these laws would have us believe that the 
transgender community is unified in agreement 
with the language of these bills. That is not true. 
Going forward gender rights advocates might 
try running their words before logicians and 
English teachers first. They might also consider 
how to use language that affords protections 
for one group without diminishing protections 
for other protected classes. t

The Power of  
Babble 

“The Women’s Law 
Center does not support 
codifying gender 
stereotypes so we are 
not particularly thrilled 
with the definition….”

Garrett Byrne, Suffolk County dis-
trict attorney, was running for reelection 
in 1977. He turned two series of arrests 
– for public lewdness in Boston Public Li-
brary restrooms and for statutory rape at 
a house in Revere – into an anti-gay cru-
sade. Tom Reeves and his fellow Fag rag 
members, ministers and congregants of 
the Metropolitan Community Church, and 
other gay leaders fought back, forming 
the Boston-Boise Committee. Gore Vidal 
spoke at a benefit for the group at Arling-
ton Street Church, an event 
a justice on the Massachu-
setts Supreme Judicial Court 
sparked controversy by at-
tending. Through demonstra-
tions, public meetings, and 
publicity, Byrne’s campaign 
failed. The remaining criminal 
cases fizzled and Garrett By-
rne was not reelected.

As a follow-up to the Bos-
ton-Boise Committee, Tom 
organized a conference on 
December 2, 1978, on the 
issue of ages of consent. At 
that conference, a caucus of 
several dozen in attendance 
formed a group later known 
as the North American Man/
Boy Love Association. He 
was a keynote speaker at a 
NAMBLA conference held at 
the Baltimore World Trade Center in 1980.

Tom strove over many years to convey 
the message that sex was something to 
celebrate, not fear. However, moral pan-
ics ensued in the 1980s and ’90s, fueled 
by hysterias over the McMartin preschool 
case, ‘Satanic abuse,’ and recovered 
memories. All were shown to be without 
basis, but were used to hammer NAMBLA. 

thoMaS C. reeveS 
oBituary

– continued from page 2 

John Mitzel’s book 
chronicled the sex 
scandal that Boston’s 
gay community 
successfully countered

tom reeves 
in 2007
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teenager I would be terrified for him or her to see this 
movie. I don’t know how well it will do in theaters, but it is 
sure to have a long life on video where ratings don’t mat-
ter all that much. 

Some people are calling this a cross between animal 
House and the Hangover (and it is produced by Hangover 
director Todd Phillips), but that is truly an insult to animal 
House, and this even makes the Hangover look like nu-
anced, screwball comedy. It really reminded me more of 
cloverfield… and I just kept wishing for the monster to 
come and put an end to the whole thing. I think my friend 
and fellow critic, Teddy Durgin, summed it up best: “War-
ner Brothers should be ashamed of themselves.”  t

lively artS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChuCk DunCan
Project X is the code name for an epic party thrown by 
Costa (Oliver Cooper) and JB (Jonathan Daniel Brown) for 
their friend Thomas (Thomas Mann) on his 17th birthday. 
It just so happens that Thomas’ parents will also be out of 
town for their anniversary, so the boys take the opportunity 
to make sure this will be the party of all parties to put them 
on the map at school. Thomas sets some ground rules for 
his friends – no more than 50 people, no one in the house, 
no one touches his father’s car – but Costa knows that un-
less things go big, they’ll always be the weird, practically 
invisible nerds at school. What could go wrong?

I’ll start by saying that if you’re male, between the ages 
of 15 and 23, you will absolutely love this movie. It’s edgy 
with frenetic, hand-held camera work, full of pumping par-
ty music and mostly naked young girls, lots of drinking, 
some drug use, people trying to have sex, fire, explosions, 
property damage, a face-off with the police… it’s really a 
fantasy come to life and put up on the screen. I, however, 
am not in that demographic.

Project X, from an adult’s point of view, is simply ap-
palling and irresponsible. Yeah, yeah, yeah, it’s just a 
movie but I’m waiting for the day some kids get the idea 
to attempt an epic party like the one in the movie and the 
aftermath that comes from it. There certainly have been 
plenty of movies about parties that got out of hand, but 
the depiction of alcohol consumption and drug use for 
a film that, even though it’s rated R, is plainly directed 

Project X – Appalling, Impressive at the Same Time
at teens is irresponsible. Call me a prude, but I 
don’t think that behavior needs to be glorified. I 
find it more upsetting because there are really 
no consequences for the boys’ actions. Thomas’ 
parents are upset, but his father even seems a 
little pleased to find out his son, whom he calls a 
“loser” early on, had this kind of behavior in him! 
Of course, Thomas, Costa and JB are now gods 
at their high school. Meanwhile, Thomas’ house 
and the neighborhood are in ruins (and all I really 
cared about at the end was that the dog was okay 
when it was all over). Congratulations, great par-
ty! I also don’t understand why, if the neighbors 
were upset by the noise, the police only came one 
time during the course of the party that went well 
into the night before the riot squad was sent in.

On the positive side of things, I have to say 
that while I was made terribly nauseous by the 
relentless shaky cam – and I was still feeling the 
effects 24-hours after seeing the movie – I was 
impressed by the technical aspect of the film. 
It’s never explained how we, as an audience, 
have come to witness this video project, but for a 
“found footage” movie it’s been put together ex-
tremely well. 

While I was trying to ignore much of what was 
happening, I found myself watching the choreog-
raphy of events that the camera would catch in 

some of the con-
tinuous shots. To-
wards the last part 
of the movie when 
things are getting totally 
out of hand, there is just 
so much going on that had 
to be planned to perfection 
as the camera moved from 
room to room that I found 
myself appreciating all of 
the work that went into 
the film. I liked a lot of the 
music too, particularly the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ “Heads 
Will Roll” remix.

Seriously, if I had a 
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lively artS // PERSONALITIES

By gregg ShaPiro
Melissa Manchester’s connection to the gay community is 
long and enduring. From her early days as a Harlette, one 
of Bette Midler’s original backing singer, to her rise through 
the singer/songwriter ranks during the 1970s and her as-
cension to full-fledged divahood, Manchester has remained 
on our radar. “Playlist: The Very Best of Melissa Manches-
ter” (Arista/Legacy), a 14-track compilation that brings us 
up to date, presents Manchester in the various phases of 
her career. I spoke with Melissa in early 2012 about the col-
lection and her contributions to popular music.

gregg Shapiro: Playlist: The Very Best of Melissa 
Manchester is your third domestically issued compila-
tion. how do you think it compares to 1983’s Greatest 
Hits and 1997’s Essence discs?

Melissa Manchester: That’s a very reasonable ques-
tion. I think what’s different about this is that this is more 
of a musical journey. I wanted to include never before re-
leased duets. I wanted to pay tribute to my first band-mate 
Cooker LoPresti, with whom I sang “I Can’t Get Started 
With You.” Covering a song like that on my second album 
and ’70-something, way before anybody thought that was 
a cool idea. I also wanted to include two songs that had 
been used in films within the last two years. “Rain Bird,” 
which is an original song I wrote for the film dirty Girl with 
one of its stars, Mary Steenburgen. And the only live re-
cording of “I Know Who I Am” which was used in Tyler Per-
ry’s For colored Girls. I also wanted to include two songs 
that I wrote by myself, “Talking To Myself” and “Shine Like 
You Should”. It’s an overall view of different parts of what 
I do and how it expresses itself.

gS: i’m glad you mentioned “70-something.” you 
were an early signing to Clive Davis’s arista records, 
along with Barry Manilow. Do you have any memories 
of that time that you would like to share?

MM: Clive actually inherited Barry and me from Bell 
Records. Bell Records was originally a singles label. In 
those days, they used to have singles labels and album 
labels. I was assigned to Bell Records as an album artist 
on a singles label, so what they did was sort of left me 
alone, which was really radical. When Clive absorbed Bell 
into Arista, it was not business as usual. There was a huge 
engine behind you. He had very big plans. When it worked 
it was fabulous, when it didn’t work it was disconcerting. 
Because you are up against Clive and his opinion of what 
you should be doing. Sometimes we butted heads, some-
times we had great success together.

gS: “Come in From the rain,” from the Playlist and 
other discs, is one of your most covered songs. are 
there versions, other than your own, for which you 
have a special fondness?

MM: Barbara Cook’s version is exquisite. Since she is 
my musical hero, I was honored to have her record that. 
The thing is that as a songwriter you yearn to have people 
record your songs. In the day and age of everybody writ-
ing their own stuff [laughs], I was thrilled with anybody’s 
recording of “Come In From the Rain.”

gS: “Come in From the rain,” a song that you co-
wrote with Carole Bayer Sager, is an example of how 

well you play with others. what do you think 
it is that makes you a good collaborator?

MM: I’m really interested in how people think. So to be 
in a room with somebody who is intriguing and inspiring 
to me, and also what was unusual about the songs that I 
wrote with Carole is at the songs all came out of conversa-
tions. Therefore, the tone of the songs was very conver-
sational. The listener always feels like they are in the mo-
ment when that first line is uttered.

gS: Sure. “well, hello there…”
MM: Exactly. And that’s true for 

“Midnight Blue” as well. I think that 
was sort of unique about those songs 
and that’s part of Carole’s remarkable 
talent, that she can pull that out. But 
those songs were directly inspired out 
of conversations that we were having. 
What happens to me is if I’m having 
a conversation with somebody who’s 
interesting, I’ll start to hear music and 
then we’re off and running.

gS: you mentioned movie mu-
sic, through which you have also 
made a name for yourself, begin-
ning with “through the eyes of 
love” from Ice Castles and con-
tinuing with “i know who i am” from For Colored Girls 
and “rainbird” from Dirty Girl. what do you like about 
having a song associated with a movie? 

MM: My present obsession is musical theater. So any 
time somebody asks me to write a song that captures a 
moment in a larger story, I’m your girl [laughs]. In terms of 
“I Know Who I Am,” the fact that Tyler Perry felt that that 
song somehow represented his story, sort of revalidated 
my feeling about writing for musical theater. I just have 
that ability to write large and specific at the same time.

gS: that is a gorgeous song!
MM: Thank you.
gS: you also mentioned “rainbird,” which was co-

written with actress Mary Steenburgen. how did that 
come to be?

MM: That whole adventure was remarkable. I was 
sent the script to dirty Girl by its writer-director Abe Syl-
via. In the film, which takes place in Oklahoma in 1987 
– it’s a wonderful coming-of-age film that’s now on DVD 
– Abe wove nine of my songs into the film and created the 
soundtrack which is sort of like a Greek chorus for Clarke 
(Jeremy Dozier) and his friend Danielle’s (Juno Temple) 
journey. In the middle of the film there was a montage 
where Danielle is running away and she’s not sure to 
what, it’s a fantasy of what she thinks it’s going to be, but 
really she’s not sure. Abe needed an original song and 
Mary and I asked him if he would let us write the song. 
Abe was kind enough to send me that piece of film and I 
just watched it over and over again. The music started to 
sing itself and I sent the completed melody to Mary and 
she wrote spectacular lyrics to the song.

gS: you were one of the divas that gay teen Clarke 
idolized in Dirty Girl. what does your long history of 
being idolized by the lgBt community mean to you?

MM: It’s something I don’t take lightly. I really feel hon-
ored, because the gay community has always supported 

[laughs] divas worth supporting. To say some of my best 
friends are… [laughs] don’t take that as trivializing anything. 
I was raised around gay people, so it’s not anything other 
than part of my everyday life. My father was a bassoonist at 
the Metropolitan Opera and my mother was one of the first 
women designers on Seventh Avenue. The gay community 
has been part of my home. When I actually committed my-
self to an artistic life, which is also second nature to me, it 
was part of the journey. The gay community was not others 
that were supporting me, they were the ones I presumed 

would support me [laughs]. Because 
they were everybody I knew. If they 
were considered others, then I would 
be considered an other as well, I 
presumed, because that was just my 
normal. I guess it’s a circuitous way 
of answering your question, but it’s 
just the way I was raised. While his-
torically the gay community has sup-
ported divas, I’m honored that in the 
world of disposable amusement that 
they have stood by me. I really ap-
preciate that.

gS: are there plans for a mem-
oir from you?

MM: People have asked me to 
write a memoir. I think I have a book 
in me, but it’s too early for me to 

write a memoir because I feel like I’m living my second 
act. I’m eager to see how it turns out.

gS: Finally, on your website in early February 2012, 
you wrote that you are redirecting the royalties from 
your song “the Power of ribbons,” from the scandal-
wracked Susan g. komen Foundation to Planned Par-
enthood. 

 MM: Here’s the thing, as a songwriter you never know 
where a song will find its home. When I was first starting 
to write, Carole Sager and I found our songs underscoring 
the women’s movement. They would use our songs on 
Ms. Magazine specials. When I wrote “The Power of Rib-
bons,” it was inspired by my friend Nancy Colton who was 
fighting a valiant fight. I just think Planned Parenthood 
has a more comprehensive, holistic approach to women’s 
health issues. I think it is really cruel to withhold breast 
exams, mammograms and education from poor and un-
derprivileged women. It was just my choice and I felt I 
needed to write a little something about it. I was delighted 
and surprised that it was published.

gS: i think many people will thank you for that.
MM: It’s my pleasure. I sang a couple of Christmas 

concerts with the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles this 
past December – you can go online and find the video that 
they made of me singing the song “A Mother and Father’s 
Prayer” to support the It Gets Better campaign. These 
things need to be acknowledged and addressed. What I 
know for sure as I get deeper into my life and my career is 
that the currency of a song, while mostly it is disposable, 
on occasion can move a nation, change a mind, keep 
somebody from committing suicide, can give people a tool 
to hold onto to pass through a storm. I know that because 
that’s what people have written to me. I don’t take any of 
it for granted. I’m very grateful for the gift of being able to 
write songs and to share them. t

See the full version at baltimoreoutloud.com.

She Knows Who She Is
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lively artS // MUSIC

By gregg ShaPiro
If you were Paul McCartney and you had written (or co-
written) some of the greatest love songs of the 20th cen-
tury, what songs, written by others, would you choose to 
record for an album of cover tunes? Sir Paul answers that 
question, and even includes a couple of new originals of 
his own, on the pleasant if not earthshaking Kisses on the 
bottom (Hear Music/Concord). Exercising different vocal 
muscles to performs “some of the old songs” this his “par-
ents’ generation used to sing,” McCartney is backed up 
(almost exclusively) by Diana Krall (wife of past McCart-
ney collaborator Elvis Costello) and her band throughout. 
So, of course, this isn’t just McCartney singing songs by 
Harold Arlen, Yip Harburg and Billy Rose (“It’s Only A Pa-
per Moon”), Arlen and Johnny Mercer (“Ac-Cent-Tchu-Ate 
The Positive”), Irving Berlin (“Always”), Frank Loesser 
(“More I Cannot Wish You,” “The Inch Worm”), and others, 
it’s McCartney singing these songs from a jazz vocal per-
spective. The Paul with whom we are most familiar can be 
heard loud and clear on his own “My Valentine” (featuring 
Eric Claption) and the lush “Only Our Hearts” (on which 
he is reunited with Stevie Wonder).  There’s more love 
to be found on the Maysles Brothers’ doc the love We 
make (Eagle Vision), about McCartney’s “cathartic jour-
ney through New York City in the aftermath of 9/11.” 

Originally released in  2008, the ironically titled 
meet Glen campbell (Capitol) seemed to be calculated 

to help Campbell cash in on the rediscovery, 
by a younger generation, of some artists of 

his generation, including Loretta Lynn, Bettye LaVette, 
Johnny Cash and Mavis Staples. The good thing about 
the album was that it was a strong effort; Campbell, still 
in good voice, covered songs by Travis (“Sing”), Tom Pet-
ty (“Walls”), Foo Fighters (“Times Like These”), Jackson 
Browne (“These Days”), 
the Replacements (“Sad-
ly, Beautiful”), U2 (“All I 
Want Is You”), Green Day 
(“Good Riddance (Time 
of Your Life)”) and others. 
But Campbell’s recent 
public announcement of 
his Alzheimer’s diagnosis 
has changed everything. 
He released a final new 
album in 2011, featuring 
more covers and some 
originals, and announced 
his retirement. The ex-
panded 2012 reissue of 
meet Glen campbell now features five bonus cuts, 
three of which are AOL Session recordings and two 
2008 remixes of the classics “Gentle on My Mind” and 
“Galveston.”

The CD reissue of 1980’s Pearls: Songs of Goffin 
and King (Rockingale/Concord) is an interesting idea 
for a covers album. On it, Carole King performs the 

songs that she co-wrote 
with ex-husband Gerry 
Goffin that were hits for 
others. It’s a reclama-
tion project of sorts and 
it’s such a pleasure to 
hear King apply her dis-
tinctive performance talents 
to songs such as “The Loco-
Motion,” “One Fine Day,” 
and “Hi De Ho (That Old 
Sweet Roll).” The real high-
lights here include “Dancin’ 
With Tears in My Eyes” (writ-
ten new for the disc), “Goin’ 
Back,” and especially “Oh 
No, Not My Baby” and the 
sensational reading of “Hey 
Girl.” 

Albums by many Broad-
way divas often fall into the 
schmaltzy cabaret category, 
due to a combination of well-
trodden material selections 
and the misguided desire 
to be unnecessarily flashy 
(are you listening, Miss Che-
noweth?). Idina Menzel has 
managed to avoid that trap 
and so does Anastacia Bar-
zee on her debut album “Dim-
ming of the Day” (Ghostlight). 
The first tip-off comes from 
the album’s title, a Richard 

Thompson song that is given a respectful reading (although 
it would have been better without Brian D’Arcy James). The 
same holds true of Barzee’s interpretations of songs by Ru-
fus Wainwright (“Dinner at Eight”), Kate Bush (“The Man 
With the Child in His Eyes”), Paul Simon (“American Tune”), 
Rickie Lee Jones (“Company”), Jimmy Webb (“All I Know”), 
Randy Newman (“Feels Like Home”) and April Smith (“Ter-
rible Things”).

Voice of ages (Hear Music) is the right name for 
the new album by acclaimed Irish folk band The Chief-
tains, who are celebrating their 50th year together. As 
with 1995’s lauded “The Long Black Veil,” Voice of ages 
features The Chieftains teaming up with an impres-
sive array of contemporary artists including Carolina 
Chocolate Drops (“Pretty Little Girl”), Bon Iver (“Down 
In the Willow Garden”), The Civil Wars (“Lily Love”), 
The Decemberists (“When The Ship Comes In”), The 
Low Anthem (“School Days Over”), The Secret Sisters 

(“Peggy Gor-
don”), and oth-
ers for the musi-
cal anniversary 
celebration.

Like The 
C h i e f t a i n s , 
Amnesty Inter-
national, the 
award-winning 
“grassroots ac-
tivist organiza-
tion…which in-
vestigates and 
exposes abus-
es, educates 
and mobilizes 
the public, and 
works to protect 
people wherever 

justice, freedom, truth and dignity are denied” is also cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary. The various artists compila-
tion chimes of Freedom: the Songs of bob dylan (Amnesty 
International/ Fontana), is spread out over four (!) CDs and 
includes more than 70 songs performed by a devastating 
array of musicians. Not only do you get to support a worthy 
cause by purchasing chimes of Freedom but you also get 
to hear previously unreleased versions of Dylan songs done 
by Adele, The Belle Brigade, Carly Simon, Patti Smith, Bry-
an Ferry, Darren Criss, Ximena Sariña, Sinéad O’Connor, 
Raphael Saadiq, Joan Baez and many others.

On the five-song EP Ólöf Sings (One Little Indian), Ice-
landic musician Ólöf Arnalds performs light-as-air acoustic 
renditions of songs by five male songwriters. She opens the 
disc with a haunting version of the late gay songwriter Arthur 
Russell’s “Close My Eyes.” A medley of the Gene Clark’s 
“With Tomorrow” and Bruce Springsteen’s “I’m On Fire” has 
a similar effect. It also sounds as if Arnalds really connected 
with Bob Dylan’s “She Belongs To Me.”

More examples of recordings by and for cover lovers 
include The Wee Trios’s ashes to ashes: a david bowie 
intraspective (Bionic), “ain’t We Got Fun” (LML) by Robert 
Creighton, You’re Not alone (Anteater) by Sean McDermott, 
consider it Swing (LML) former Duke of Hazzard turned 
Broadway actor Tom Wopat, under a Painted Sky (Jazzed 
Media) by jazz vocalist Judy Wexler and one day (LML) by 
David Burnham. t

iMusic:  Cover Lovers
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Everybody’s path in life is different; one is 
not more or less valid than the next. Be-
ing transgender is not a fetish, it is not a 
lifestyle, and moreover it is not a choice. 
Often the realization comes in early child-
hood, long before puberty and develop-
ment of sexuality. Gender identity has 
nothing to do with our sexuality and should 
not be confused. Another misconception is 
that transgender people have underlying 
mental health issues that make us believe 
we are the wrong gender and that we need 
to be “fixed.” Gender identity disorder is a 
recognized medical condition that requires 
the appropriate medical treatment. All we 
ask is for the same human rights and pro-
tections afforded every taxpaying Ameri-
can; no more, no less. We want the right 
to work, live, and, yes, go to the bathroom 
free of discrimination and harassment. 
Gender identity protections is about so 
much more than bathrooms, yet it seems 
to keep coming back to this ridiculous no-
tion that allowing transgender people into 
bathrooms is allowing sexual predators 
into the bathroom and will cause women 
and children to be assaulted. What people 
do not realize is that there has been no 
law in place and transgender people have 
been using the restrooms that match their 
gender identity for a long time now without 
any problems. Creating a law that limits ac-
cess to public accommodations will be the 

cause, not cure, of problems in public re-
strooms. This would force trans-men with 
full masculine features and identity into the 
women’s restroom, and force trans-women 
with full feminine features and identity into 
the men’s room. So creating these limita-
tions would only create the problem they 
want to stop, men in the women’s room 
and women in the men’s room. This would 
ultimately be the cause for assault and ha-
rassment in the restrooms; I know I would 
not be safe being forced into the men’s 
room. People seem to spend so much time 
focusing on their fears and prejudices that 
they can’t seem to see the truth. Maybe if 
people took some of this time and energy 
into learning the real issues we would have 
more understanding of what gender iden-
tity protections mean. Until then I just ask 
for the same respect deserving to any hu-
man being. t

the author serves on the equality 
maryland board of directors

By angelina Callahan  
Until recently I kept a part of my life pri-

vate, even from those closest to me in life. 
It is my hopes in sharing my story that it 
will help others, if even in just the small-
est of ways. From my earliest memories 
as a child I knew I did not fit in the gen-
der role I was being raised in. As a child I 
bounced around from doctor to doctor for 
medical complications I had from birth and 
underwent many surgeries throughout my 
childhood, all related to my gender. I was 
kept in the dark about what was going on, 
only being told that this was all normal and 
nothing to be concerned about. After one 
of my last surgeries my doctor came in to 
talk to my mother about concerns over my 
gender and wanted to run some tests, she 
would not allow this and I was never taken 
back to see him. 

I was too scared and ashamed to ask 
questions or talk about my own feeling 
about my gender so I disconnected from 
the world and kept to myself. My parents 
associated my behavior as having a hard 
time dealing with their divorce, so I was put 
in therapy. In time my therapist 
started having concerns over 
my gender. It was shortly after 
this that I was pulled from ther-
apy with my mom accusing him 
of abusing the children he was 
treating. Growing up I felt this 
was my fault and that I was a 
disappointment to my parents for not being 
the “normal” child they wanted. I spent the 
rest of my childhood, and part of my adult 
life, trying to be what my parents wanted 
me to be. The problem was that I did not 
know how to be someone I am not. 

The more I tried to fit the role of being 
a man the worse life seemed to get for me, 
and the more I seemed to disappoint my 
parents. I kept trying to be more masculine 
until the point I was destroying my life. I got 
to the point I realized I had to stop before I 
totally ruined my life. I am now on the path 
to living my life the way it was meant to be, 
and I believe I am a much better person. It 
is a bit of give and take, as there are many 
struggles we face in our everyday lives just 
to be our true selves. But living life for oth-
ers, or not as one’s true self, is no way to 
live. 

 One of the biggest problems I notice 
when discussing transgender issues is 
the lack of education and understanding. 

eQuality MarylanD

What My 
Gender Identity 
Means to Me

mation. They forcefully debunked the ficti-
tious allegations.

There was a public work session on Feb-
ruary 14. GRMD, PFLAG and Equality Mary-
land organized individuals for testimony. We 
had 44 individuals testify for us, and only 16 
stood in opposition. As in HoCo, our support-
ers included national and state LGBT organi-
zations, trans people, parents of trans kids, 
friends, supporters and allies from BaCo and 
around the state. The testimony was profes-
sional and compelling, and the opposition 
clearly showed that the only card they had 
to play was fear.

As of that work session, several Coun-
cilmembers had proposed restrictive amend-
ments for internal discussion. Contrary to 
some published accounts, at no time were 
public accommodations to be stripped from 
the bill. There were discussions about modi-

fying the definition of gender 
identity, removing bathrooms 
and similar spaces, restating 
the existing religious, school 
exemptions, and adding per-
sonal grooming standards for 
employers to the bill. 

GRMD, PFLAG and con-
cerned residents met with 
several Councilmembers and 
worked daily with Councilmem-

ber Quirk to educate and re-craft these po-
tential amendments to be consistent with ex-
isting laws in other Maryland jurisdictions. In 
the end it was Tom Quirk who convinced the 
Council that bathrooms should not be exclud-
ed from the protections, and that the definition 
of gender identity as proposed was adequate. 

That left only three amendments to the 
bill, consisting of the restatement of exist-
ing exceptions, the insertion of the groom-
ing standards, and the addition of the phrase 
“distinctly private or personal.” Our interpreta-
tion of “private or personal” is based on the 
concept that these are spaces prepared for 
individual occupancy to deliver a good or ser-
vice. For example, a doctor’s exam room is a 
private or personal space. The waiting room 
is not. We are certain all persons, including 
trans persons, have an expectation of privacy 
in such a situation and so we endorsed this 
addition, which already exists in the Howard 
and Montgomery County laws.

In the end, five of the seven Councilmem-
bers were satisfied that this was a good bill 
and the vote was cast along party lines. It is 
unfortunate that the two Republican members 
could not find the courage to support this im-
portant civil rights legislation. To date there 
have only been three “no votes” in the past 
decade against these laws in Maryland. All 
were cast by GOP lawmakers in the last three 
months. t

the author is board chair of Gender 
rights maryland.

By Sharon BraCkett
Following on the heels of Howard County 
(HoCo), Baltimore County (BaCo) recently 
passed comprehensive protections for Gen-
der Identity and Expression. As with HoCo, 
Gender Rights Maryland (GRMD) played an 
active role, along with others, in the passage 
of this bill. The Baltimore County effort was 
substantially different due to stiff opposition 
and greater media attention. 

Following passage of the HoCo bill in De-
cember 2011, interested parties in Baltimore 
County decided to follow suit. Mark 
Patro, President of PFLAG Balti-
more County, Catherine Hyde of 
PFLAG Columbia/Howard County, 
whose trans daughter is a college 
student in BaCo, and Mara Drum-
mond, a longtime resident of BaCo, 
sought support from BaCo Coun-
cilmember Quirk for introduction 
of similar legislation. They found 
that Councilmembers were already 
considering a bill that focused on Sexual Ori-
entation. Gender Rights Maryland was asked 
to assist as we had in HoCo.

The bill, 3-12, was introduced at the Jan 
17, 2012 meeting of the Council and was es-
sentially a copy of the Howard County bill in 
terms of scope and application. At the time of 
introduction, four of the seven Councilmem-
bers had agreed to sponsor. Unfortunately, 
the opposition had awakened and was pres-
ent at this introductory session. Despite the 
short notice that speakers would be welcome, 
we organized a compelling panel of speakers 
within minutes to respond to the opposition. 
For many on the Council this was the first 
time they were exposed to the hate and fear 
tactics of the opposition.

Several Councilmembers, deluged by 
calls from those opposed to the legislation, 
constituents or otherwise, became disturbed. 
None of the “information” provided by the op-
position had a factual basis and GRMD set 
out to debunk their “facts.” For example, they 
had charged that in Montgomery County, as 
a result of passage of similar legislation in 
2007, four rapes of women had been com-
mitted by transgender people. GRMD, hav-
ing prior relationships with elected and ap-
pointed officials in Montgomery County, was 
able to make them aware of these claims 
and their subsequent responses, both from 
the Chief of Police and the County Execu-
tive, were forwarded to the BaCo Council, 
which elected to publically share that infor-

genDer rightS MarylanD

How to Pass a 
Gender Identity Bill 
in Baltimore County
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C C B C  A C A d e m i C  T h e A T r e  p r e s e n T s  …

march 16, 17 at 8pm  • march 18 at 3pm  • march 19 at 10am  •  march 20 at 1pm

Q Building TheATre • CCBC CATonsville
Adult subject matter and sexual situations. Not appropriate for children.

Box Office 443.840.ARTS • General Admission $8 • Seniors, students, alumni $5

B Building Theatre • CCBC ESSEX
SomE maTurE SuBjECT maTTEr.

Box Office 443.840.ARTS • General Admission $8 • Seniors, students, alumni $5

B Building Theatre • CCBC ESSEX
SomE maTurE SuBjECT maTTEr.

Box Office 443.840.ARTS • General Admission $8 • Seniors, students, alumni $5

CCBC academic Theatre presents …

metamorphoses

CCBC academic Theatre presents …

metamorphoses

March 22, 23, 24 at 8pm  •  March 26 at 10am  •  March 27 at 1pmMarch 22, 23, 24 at 8pm  •  March 26 at 10am  •  March 27 at 1pm

woMen’S hiStory Month

By Dana laroCCa
In 1638, the Maryland General Assembly 
was annoyed with uppity female landowners 
and attempted to pass a law that would re-
quire unmarried females who had inherited 
land to either sell it or forfeit it to male next of 
kin. The proceedings remarked if “she canne 
not alienate it, it is gonne unlesse she git a 
husband.”

Margaret Brent had arrived in Maryland 
seven years earlier, and it was against this le-
gal hostility against females that she stepped 
out of gender role stereotypes. Two hundred 
years later, in 1837, a historian noted that she 
seemed to “have a masculine understanding.” 
That was considered a compliment. For 17th 
century, though, her behavior was iconoclas-
tic. On January 21, 1648, Margaret Brent ap-
peared before the General Assembly of Mary-
land. The proceedings are recorded in the 
Archives of the State of Maryland:

“came mistress margaret brent and re-
quested to have vote in the howse for her 
selfe and voyce allso for that att the last court 
3d Jan: it was ordered that the said mistress 
brent was to be looked uppon and received 
as his l[ordshi]ps attorney. the Govr. denyed 
that the sd. mistress brent should have any 

vote in the howse. and the sd. mistress brent 
protested agst all proceedings in this p[rese]nt 
assembly, unlesse shee may be p[rese]nt and 
have vote aforesd.”

On that day, Margaret Brent became the 
first female to demand the vote in America. Ac-
tually, she demanded two votes, one for herself, 
and one as the attorney for Lord Baltimore.

Brent was never married. In 1642 she ad-
opted, along with Governor Leonard Calvert, 
a Native American girl, Mary Kittamaquund, 
the daughter of Chitomachen Kittamaquund, 
the emperor of the Piscataway. Despite his 
power and ability to pay, Calvert was a 17th-
century deadbeat dad. In 1642, Brent suc-
cessfully sued the Governor for 7,000 pounds 
of tobacco in back child support. 

It was rare in 17th century Maryland for 
litigants to be represented by an attorney. 
In 24 known cases, always as a plaintiff, 
Brent represented herself in all but four 
of them. She was quick to sue and rarely 
lost. She earned the respect of the ruling 
class. Calvert, wearied after putting down 
the Protestant revolt, passed away in 1647 
naming Brent as the executrix of his estate. 
From his deathbed he asked her to “Take all 
and pay all.”

Almost 400 years later American females 
were still not able to vote. In the years lead-
ing up to the First World War female activists 
demanded the vote. 
Among them was Hel-
ena Hill Weed, a gradu-
ate of Vassar College, 
and a founding member 
of the Women’s Nation-
al Press Club. She was 
a prominent member 
of the Congressional 
Union for Woman Suf-
frage and the National 
Women’s Party (NWP).

Helena’s activism 
grew from a rising dis-
content that had led, in 1913, to the suf-
frage parade in Washington D.C., sched-
uled to take place the day before President 
Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration. At that 
time only nine states, all in the west, had 
extended the franchise to females. The fe-
male lawyer who led that parade, Inez Mil-
holland, a socialist, was decked out in true 
Art Nouveau style. She wore a crown and 
a long white cape while riding atop a large 
white horse named “Gray Dawn.”

This, and her involvement with the Social-
ist publication the masses (1911-1917) gave 

her street cred as a radical with style.
In 1919, the 19th Amendment passed in 

both the House and the Senate and the fol-
lowing year was rati-
fied by the required 36 
states (Maryland did 
not ratify it until 1941). 
That however, did 
not leave it protected 
from challenges. In 
1920 Cecilia Streett 
Waters and Mary 
D. Randolph, were 
granted registration 
as qualified voters in 
Baltimore City. 

Oscar Leser and 
others sued, challenging Water’s and Ran-
dolph’s right to vote. The grounds were that 
the voters were women, whereas the Con-
stitution of Maryland limited the franchise 
to men. Whether the 19th Amendment had 
become part of the federal Constitution was 
the question presented to the court. The Su-
preme Court heard the case in 1922 and de-
cided against Leser. While Waters and Ran-
dolph were not activists in modern sense, 
their contribution to women’s suffrage in 
Maryland concluded Margaret Brent’s lega-
cy of 400 years prior. t

Women’s History: The Vote
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After my last column about coming out, a 
recent experience helped me to understand 
something important about both our fierce 
political enemies and their more casual en-
ablers.

A few months ago, I’d signed up as a 
customer of a direct-sales company that of-
fers cleaning and grooming products, as well 
as vitamins and supplements. Generally, I 
was very pleased with the products, and I re-
ally liked our sales associate.

Then, several weeks ago, I read a damn-
ing article about the company’s CEO. Skip-
ping the article’s more debatable points, this 
much was clear: 1) The CEO spearheaded 
a billboard campaign condemning public 
television in his home state for airing a docu-
mentary about age-appropriate discussions 
of LGBT issues in schools, 2) He took out a 
full-age ad that outed a journalist who wrote a 
story about the Mormon church recommend-
ing a Boy Scout leader they knew to be a 
pedophile (the journalist’s partner was subse-
quently fired from his job), and 3) The CEO’s 
wife donated $100,000 to the Proposition 8 
anti-marriage-equality campaign in California.

Now, I’m 50 years old, I’ve been out to 
myself for 30 years, and I have some signifi-
cant experience with gay activism and LGBT 
political issues. So, I know my way around 
LGBT politics. It’s not too tough for me to 
spot a political enemy, if you know what I 
mean, and there wasn’t much debatable 
about this guy. I did some extra research to 
feel confident. However, with each article I 
uncovered, those three facts I stated in the 
last paragraph were supported again and 
again; they’re facts.

Feeling some sadness due to my re-
lationship with our sales representative, I 
sent an email to him explaining why we’d be 
discontinuing our membership. I tried to re-
inforce how my decision had nothing to do 
with him or the good quality of the products. 
I assumed that, although he’d be disappoint-
ed, he’d easily understand that I couldn’t in 

good conscience be spending time emotion-
ally working on marriage equality and LGBT 
rights issues while buying products that 
funds the people I’ve been working so hard 
to defeat. I didn’t need for him to agree; I as-
sumed he’d understand.

i assumed wrong.
After an initial, “I’ll get right back to you” 

message, I got one of the most incoherent 
“I’m offended, you’re wrong, and I’m really 
going to tell you why” messages I’ve ever 
received. He told me that the outing of the 
journalist was an example of “all’s fair in love 
and [business],” and said, “Give me a break!” 
He thought I was discriminating against this 
Mormon CEO because of religion. There 
was an extended attempting to school me 
about what is and is not “anti-gay.” His logic 
determines what’s anti-gay, not decades of 
my own experience.

Putting aside my personal hurt at the 
souring of our friendship, I realized some-
thing important about LGBT politics. Our op-
ponents are equal parts ignorant and righ-
teous. they know best. See, to them, this is 
just a debate or a meaningless straw poll; in 
the end, they will never have to live with any 
of the consequences of their actions. They 
“have no skin in the game.” 

Isn’t it interesting that, when you peel 
back the curtain, it often involves making 
money? They’re “cool” as long as they are 
getting their Benjamins.

Our enemies don’t seem to comprehend 
or empathize with the pain they create for us 
and our families. So, consider this column a 
plea to push some discomfort onto our ene-
mies – they can’t “get it” themselves, so they 
really need our help, you see!

I inconvenienced this sales representa-
tive and engaged him in an uncomfortable 
conversation instead of making up some little 
white lie to spare his feelings. Recently, a hair 
stylist refused appointments from the gover-
nor of his state because of her anti-marriage-
equality stance. A commenter in an LGBT 
blog talked of not inviting his parents to his 
wedding because they voted against mar-
riage equality. Frank Rich recently penned an 
essay about how we need to hold our friends 
in the Democratic party accountable for their 
history of opposition and foot dragging… they 
need to be better friends, ASAP.

None of these events are earth shattering 
or game changing. However, they do provide 
a bit of a slap applied to people who are deep-
ly asleep about the pain they are causing their 
fellow citizens. So, please, do share.  t

learn more at baltimorelifecoachGerry.
com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Enemies /
Enablers

thinking outlouD

By Carolyn CoMBS
I have sat here and I’ve waited. I cannot say 
that wait has been with “baited breath” so 
to speak, but I knew it would come. Maybe 
I knew the moment would strike after Miller 
announced the “green” vote for the Civil Mar-
riage and Religious Freedom Act.” Us gay 
folk… we knew what was coming, right? If 
we could just get past that darn House of 
Delegates. Though we cheered, kissed, and 
embraced our partner or the nearest person 
we could manage to find. We knew of the 
pink elephant in the room. When we went 
to the Stable or to Sappho’s to toast the vic-
tory, that elephant came with us, didn’t she? 
She was an ugly, decrepit thing who sat there 
with the word “Referendum” written across 
her belly. Personally, I ate with my family. I 
did what every other family with children did. 
My partner and I ran a little late at meetings 
and we split the work: one runs and gets the 
kids and the other gets some McNuggets with 
apple slices before the angry mob cries mu-
tiny. We hugged when I walked in the door 
with happy meal gifts in tow. The hug lasted 
for what seemed to be hours. It was the kind 
of hug that signified that for one moment; 
we have arrived! Others will legally have to 
recognize our existence. We would who we 
know we are. It would be only a matter of time 
before our sentiment equated to truth. We 
stared across the dinner table at one another 
as hopeful and wide eyed as when we were 
first deciding who would ask for the second 
date. We saw that jerk, Referendum, staring 
at us in the corner. For one night we chose 
to ignore her. My love’s smile was as more 
calm and easy than Lionel Richie could have 
ever sung it. She radiated joy. She radiated 
the same joy she brought to me every, single 
morning when I woke up and found her lying 
beside me. Our family, the life we made and 
guard with our being would no longer be un-
der just our protection. It would be under the 
protections that our siblings, parents, friends, 
and strangers enjoy. 

enjoy. that’s the word. That’s the word 
that heterosexuals don’t think to engage. Our 
freedoms, in this beautiful country, are only 
as “free” as our government decides. The 
regular Joe on the bus beside you or behind 
you in the lunch line does not fuss over such 
menial and basic rights if they are straight. 
We do. We worry about what the regular het-
erosexual never fears. I won’t delve into the 
complexities of the lack of legal protections 
we have. I need not boast about the absurdi-
ty of some heterosexuals who feel that since 
we are more evolved than we were when that 
first platform heel was flung at Stonewall, we 
should be thankful for the rights we have now. 
The fact is, much like the reader probably 

knows, is that I am scared. I am scared for my 
children. I am scared for my partner because 
unless we have a second parent adoption, 
she has no rights to our children. Why am I 
scared? The same reason thousands across 
the state are….bitch ass Referendum. That 
pink elephant that gets to decide if we are 
worthy of the same freedoms heterosexual 
couples enjoy. 

I’ve listened to interracial couples balk at 
the notion of their ancestral struggle in the 
civil rights movement relate themselves to 
ours. I can appreciate the sensitivity of the 
matter. As a daughter of an interracial couple, 
the stories of such unbelievable injustices hit 
me so very close to home. Interracial couples 
were told they were unnatural, the Bible for-
bids their “behavior,” and that they would ruin 
the lives of their children, that younger people 
would look at them and think dating someone 
outside of their race was actually acceptable. 
And we all know what happens then, right? 
The downfall of civilization as we know it! 
There is something vaguely familiar about 
these arguments, isn’t there? Yet, when 
aligned with the struggle of the LGBT com-
munity, there is resentment amongst those 
who spent their youth fighting until enough 
time had passed that everyone noticed the 
world hadn’t tipped from its axis. There is re-
sentment because now the Bible feeds their 
prejudices. There is resentment because they 
were being attacked for what they could not 
change (race) of themselves or the person 
they love. I try to avoid the conversation as 
to whether I have a choice in my sexuality, 
as I find it moronic. I do find the question of 
whether any of these people, given the op-
tion, would change the race of their partner, 
but find asking this question as moronic as 
the question of my attraction. Despite all the 
resentment, balking, etcetera, the fact of the 
matter is the same arguments are being used. 
Thank goodness our community realizes it so 
maybe history won’t repeat itself at the snail’s 
pace it took the fifty states to legally accept 
interracial marriage.

 I’ve also listened to clergy of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, the faith in which I was 
raised, and others make declarations to the 
death for my “civil” right to marry the girl I 
adore. My knee jerk reaction, much like the 
rest of you, is to laugh. We know our friends. 
Just as we know our friends, we know their 
skeletons. With the likes of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, who doesn’t know their skeletons? 
They aren’t even skeletons at this point. They 
are middle-aged. They are old men and, in 
some instances, they are still children. How 
can anyone assume some level of spiritual 
superiority over me (‘cause it’s faith based, 

Picking the Wrong Fight Against Referendum

—continued on page 22
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right? Not religion, ’cause freedom of religion is protected by 
our Constitution, including my own dyke kissing, love affirm-
ing faith, right? Right! Now that we are all on the same page).

So what do we do when we are attacked by those who 
use what they abuse as their offense? I have my own opin-
ion. You have yours. Neither is wrong. As long as we are all 
moving towards the same victory, it is this writer who is crying 
alongside you, à la William Wallace, freedom!

What I believe does not help our sojourn into freedom: 
picking at our enemies’ scabs and open wounds. When we do 
so, we relate them to ourselves. How can the Roman Catholic 
Church say they will fight against civil marriage when they‘ve 
protected pedophiles? Appropriate answer: Who cares? What 
does the pedophilic behavior of priests have to do with our 
normal, appropriate, and healthy relationships? When we 
bring others skeletons to the battle, we are saliently admitting 
congruence to this disturbing behavior. It is tantamount and 
worse than the childhood saying, “I know you are, but what 
am I.”

It’s hard not to say it, though, right? Shouldn’t they be 
sweeping their own porches than minding ours? With the filth 
they have been documented as protecting? Why are they 
shining a light on us? Could it be to dim their stressors? I 
believe so… if you care what a chick in sweatpants in the 45th 
District (that’s right, Talmadge… we’re here) thinks. If you’ve 
read this far, you must care what I think. I think the key is 
to remind them of their own words. Recall the teachings of 

matrimony vs. civil marriage of the 40s, 50s, and 60s. Remind 
them of the change when “dispensation” became popular. Re-
mind them that their opinion changes, but our love and devo-
tion to our families are steadfast. How they choose to define 
marriage should not require me to adhere to their dictionary. 
Our rights to the same rights heterosexual Americans enjoy 
are not diminished by the gender of the person we love. We 
are not like you. We cannot compare pedophilia to our daily, 
loving, and committed lives. That is the cross of the Roman 
Catholic Church to bear. As a Christian raised in this particular 
faith, I do not deny, I bear my own cross. The only thing I know 
to be true as of where I sit at this moment, today: the love I 
carry for my partner, friend, and closest confidant has never 
been a weight on my personal journey to Golgotha.

So, now to deal with that elephant. Her face graces the 
local papers and all my RSS feeds now. I can’t ignore her 
anymore. In this uphill battle to become the first state that has 
its voters not overturn my civil rights, there are many battles 
to be fought. We can spend time engaging in lowbrow argu-
ments for how the civil rights movement of the 60s has no 
comparison to now. We can get angry when O’Brien writes 
angry little letters to O’Malley and call him and his ilk a bunch 
of pedophiles. Or, we can stop throwing haymakers as if these 
are the best of our weapons against clearly poor arguments 
for denying civil rights. Is that to say that a less defensive of-
fense will win us marriage in Maryland? I don’t know. Like I 
said before, I’m a bit scared. But if I have to go down in this 
fight, I will force my opponents to look me in the eye and tell 
the truth. This is history repeating itself. This is the opponent 
changing their story to fit this fight. You are wrong. Bear your 
cross. t

PiCking the wrong Fight 
againSt reFerenDuM

– continued from page 21

Faith

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Please Join Us for Our 
Observance of Lent and Easter.
Each Wednesday, through April 4, noon service in the chapel, followed by lunch.

Sunday, April 1, Palm-Passion Sunday worship, 8:30 and 10 a. m.

Holy Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p. m. worship and Communion.

Good Friday, April 6, 12 noon worship.

Easter Sunday, April 8, 8:30 and 10 a. m. service of Resurrection.

You and your friends and family  
are invited to join us. 

Grace United Methodist chUrch
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraceUnitedMethodist.orG

Palm Sunday
April 1st

9:15 Children & Family Service
10:00 - April Fool’s Day  

“Stake” and Eggs Brunch
11:00 - Traditional Service featuring  

The Sanctuary Choir  
under the direction of Adam Koch
Performing - Moses Hogan, Felix 

Mendelssohn and Charles Gounod

Maundy Thursday
April 5th

Taize Communion Service at 6pm

Easter Sunday
April 8th

9:15 Children and Family Service
10:00 - Easter Egg Hunt

11:00 - Traditional Service

5828 York Road • 410-435-9188
www.govanspres.org

On January 23, 2012 Rev. Bonnie J. Berger was 
selected to receive WeddingWire Bride’s Choice 
Awards 2012 for being an outstanding wedding of-
ficiate. Rev. Bonnie was selected based on her re-
views from past newlywed clients. 

Since the launch of the 
Bride’s Choice Awards pro-
gram four years ago, thou-
sands of wedding profession-
als have been recognized by 
the bridal community for their 
service and dedication to the 
wedding industry.

Rev. Bonnie would like 
to thank her past clients for 
taking the time to review her 
services on WeddingWire.  

Since same-sex marriage 
became legal in Washington, 

DC, Rev. Bonnie has officiated close to 200 ceremo-
nies. The couples are from the DC area as well as 
from many states and internationally. t

 

Rev. Bonnie J. 
Berger Receives 

Bride’s Choice Award

rev. Bonnie J. 
Berger
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome bmorethical.org
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. — FREE & OPEN TO ALL

MARCH 11
“Apocalyptic Environmentalism:

Is the End Near?”

MARCH 18
“Educational Accountability Systems:

Ethical and Political Issues”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”
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I want to discuss something that is very 
near and dear to my heart especially when 
it comes to fitness, the “F” word! Get your 
minds out of the gutter; I’m talking about 
“Functional” Training. For years, linear 
motions and machine-oriented workouts 
have plagued fitness. I won’t discredit any-
one who goes to the gym and only does 
machine workouts or 
single plain motions. 
Any exercise is bet-
ter than no exercise, 
but this type of train-
ing is almost obso-
lete. Even worse, it 
can cause injury and 
muscle pain.

Life doesn’t move 
in one direction. Last 
time I checked life 
moves in all direc-
tions at all times. So 
why wouldn’t we want to be strong in all 
directions at all times? Let’s define func-
tional exercise and give you some to add 
to your routine. 

Functional Training is exercise that im-
proves our daily lives often times by mim-
icking or exaggerating motions that occur 
in daily life. Ever strain your back from 
carrying a heavy box or picking up a small 
child? Ever sprain your ankle while mov-
ing to the side or changing directions? Or 
maybe just tweak your shoulder because 
you reached into the back seat for some-
thing that was just out of reach? The aim 
of Functional Training is to prevent these 
types of injuries, improve postural align-
ment, to increase core strength and reduce 
muscle imbalances. 

Now that I’ve explained what it is, here 
are some examples of how to do it: 

Single leg toe touch – The object of 
this motion is to stand on one foot and 
reach down towards the ground with the 
opposite hand. If you can’t balance on 
one foot yet, that’s OK, just put the back 
leg down on the toes with the heel off the 
ground. This will still challenge your bal-
ance and core. As you reach for the ground 
try to keep your knee soft, but don’t bend it 
too much; it’s not a squat! Do this 12 times 

then switch sides. Remember to keep your 
chin up and back straight throughout the 
movement to ensure proper spinal align-
ment. You should feel a stretch in your 
hamstrings and your foot and glute work-
ing to keep you stable.

lateral Step up with Press – Start 
with a low box or step that is a height you 
would feel comfortable stepping forwards 
on. The box will be at your side. You can 
use a medicine ball, dumbbell, or even a 
small weight plate, held at chest height. 
Place the closest foot on the box and step 
up to a one legged position without rotating 
the hips. At the same time press the weight 
forward with both hands and pause at the 
top of the motion. The pause will force 
your body to activate stabilizer muscles 
strengthening your core and joints while 
increasing the mind-body connection. Do 

12-20 repetitions, switch 
sides and repeat. Doing 
two motions at the same 
time will increase neu-
romuscular activity. Not 
only is body getting a 
workout but your mind 
is too!

transverse lunge 
with over head press 
– The transverse lunge 
is a pretty advanced 
maneuver. You will ro-
tate, lunge and press 

simultaneously; expect your balance to be 
challenged. Start with feet together hold-
ing dumbbells or a bar at shoulder height. 
Next, rotate backwards about 45 degrees 
and step out to a lunge position. Press the 
weight upwards as you lunge. Step back 
and lower the weight as you return to the 
start position. The beauty of this exercise 
is that no two steps will be in the exact 
same place and you can change the press 
position however you want. If you want to 
challenge yourself, try pressing the weight 
at a different angle every time or try alter-
nating the steps. If you really want to get 
funky, hold the weight in one hand and 
alternate the lunges all with rotation. This 
would really challenge your core since you 
will have an unbalanced (asymmetrical) 
load. 

Motions like these will help with every-
day life and help keep your routine from 
getting stale. The more variety you can 
keep in your workout program the better! 
As long as your body has to keep guess-
ing it will keep improving and so will your 
results. t

Joshua H. buchbinder (jbuchbinder@ 
lifetimefitness.com) is a personal trainer at 
life time Fitness (7220 lee deforest drive, 
columbia, maryland – 410-953-0022 x217).

The ‘F’ Word

Life
Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
for

Sarah Acconcia is a rising chef in the Bal-
timore area.  She has been a sous chef 
and pastry chef at Abacrombie Fine Foods, 
worked the wood oven at Woodberry Kitchen 
and was most recently the executive chef at 
13.5% Wine Bar. You will soon find Sarah as 
the executive chef at the new Kettle Hill res-
taurant opening at Power Plant Live in the 
old Babalu space.

Jessica lemmo: Did you cook grow-
ing up?

Sarah acconcia: I didn’t cook much 
growing up, but I did bake a lot with my 
mom. I remember making tons of differ-
ent kinds of Christmas cookies every year. 
Jl: what made you decide you would be-
come a professional cook?

Sa: I realized in college that cook-
ing was the career I was search-
ing for: a reliable job that was creative 
and let me do something that I love.  
Jl: where you were trained and how dif-
ficult was your training?

Sa: I don’t have formal training. I learned 
from chefs that I worked for as well as un-
paid internships (called stages), mostly in 
Chicago. 

Jl: would you do it again?
Sa: I would not go to culinary school. Some 
of the best cooks I know have learned by 
experience, and they have a different kind 
of ambition and drive than those who went 
through formal training. I understand that is 
a generalization, but I do think this industry 
values experience and skill over degrees.

Jl: Best piece of advice you would 
give a home enthusiast?

Sa: Don’t refrigerate tomatoes. Please 
rest meat before serving it. Don’t follow reci-
pes, make up your own!

Jl: Favorite kitchen gadget?
Sa: The vita-prep blender. It can make 

anything from peanut butter to hollandaise. 
Jl: Funniest kitchen incident?
Sa: I worked at a place where the line 

cooks all had a prank feud going on for a 
couple of weeks. It started out pretty inno-

cently – soy sauce in one guy’s cola, a little 
lard on your car door handle, a chef coat 
frozen overnight in a 22-quart Cambro con-
tainer...

Jl: Favorite food to cook with?
Sa: Seafood. It’s so versatile, and pairs 

so well with everything. No matter what the 
season, if you’ve got some great fish or 
shellfish, you’ve got an easy start to a great 
dish.

Jl: Favorite dish to make at work/sig-
nature dish?

Sa: I like to take traditional tech-
niques – (duck confit) – and use 
them a little differently – (in tacos).  
Jl: your favorite cookbook?

Sa: I always go back to the river cot-
tage meat book. From the photos of glorious 
roasts to the straightforward recipes, it’s a 
great reference and a good start on a less 
than inspired day. Plus he gives you tips on 
building a spit to roast whole animals!

Jl: when at home, what do you like 
to eat?

Sa: Honestly, I don’t eat much at home, 
but when I do cook at home, I like to do a big 
family style meal for friends. I usually roast 
something big with a bone in it, and serve it 
with a bunch of easy side dishes of in-sea-
son veggies. 

Jl: which item in your home refrig-
erator would you least like to cop to?

Sa: I am all about making everything 
from scratch, but I love Sweet Baby Rays 
barbecue sauce.

Jl: in your opinion, what are the most 
important elements when creating a reci-
pe from scratch?

Sa: Generally, it happens like this: I 
make something delicious, and then try to 
remember how much of everything I put in it. 
Then the next time I make it, I write it down 
as I go. So...measuring as you go would be 
my advice. Oh, and weigh everything. It’s 
more accurate. 

Jl: what’s your favorite music to play 
in the kitchen?

Sa: I don’t like music while I’m working.
Jl: Best meal you have ever eaten? 
Sa: A few years ago, I ate at Prune in 

New York City. It was eye opening: honest, 
beautiful food. If it said “Sardines with Tris-
cuits” on the menu – that’s exactly what you 
got. Plus, two words: marrow bones. 

Jl: what’s your favorite meal?
Sa: Something simple, something sea-

sonal, something someone else cooked.
Jl: So, summing up your new restau-

rant...
Sa: Kettle Hill will offer moderately-

priced, farm-fresh comfort foods using sea-
sonal ingredients and will serve regional fare 
for lunch and dinner with the feel of an up-
scale casual restaurant. t
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CALLE’S CUCINA
Thursday, Friday & Saturday  5:30pm to 10pm 

Sunday Brunch: 8am to 2pm
Lunch, Coffee, Dessert & Snacks: 8am to 3pm 

Tuesday to Saturday.

2431-2433 Saint Paul St., Baltimore MD 21218
www.callescucina.com 410-235-0128

To Reserve a Table Email us at carlvahlchef@msn.com 
or Phone/Text 716-378-5920

D
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g
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t time you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
Ask about the signing bonus

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Com
m

unity

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty
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real eState

So you want to know if you can still quali-
fy for a home loan even if your credit has 
some dings. The answer to this question, 
unfortunately, is not black and white. 

It really depends on a number of factors. 
Namely, what type of dings, how recent they 
are, and what the excuse or reason was for 
the derogatory credit. 

It is definitely possible to obtain a 
mortgage loan despite having a few minor 
scrapes on your credit report. For many 
people, the dings are so old that either 
they are no longer factored into ones credit 
score, or the mortgage lender discounts 
them all together because they are no lon-
ger valid. 

As I mentioned before, what type of 
negative credit resides on your report plays 
a key role in qualifying for a mortgage. 

Some things weigh more than others and 
some things take much longer to fall off than 
others. If you have something large, such 
as a bankruptcy, short sale, or foreclosure 
in your recent credit history you may want 
to rule out the idea of getting a mortgage 
loan. Most lenders look for these things to 

be at least two years removed from recent 
history. To completely fall off your credit re-
port they can take anywhere from seven to 
ten years, and even this is dependent on 
whether or not the bankruptcy has been dis-
missed and whether the short sale and / or 
foreclosure has been paid and reported or 
remains unpaid. Other large items include 
judgments or liens, which also take years to 
fall off depending on if they have been paid. 
These are looked at as highly negative and 
sometime unlendable. 

Other items, such as late payments on 
revolving credit (credit card and signature 
lines of credit) and secured credit (auto, 
boat, or motorcycle loans) weigh much less; 
unless of course they have been turned 
over to collections, which happens general-
ly when you are over 120 days late. These, 
unless they are a few years removed, weigh 
heavily as well.

In the end, however, it is really going to 
be up to the mortgage lender and the new 
guidelines they are required to follow on 
whether or not they are able/willing to accept 
said dings. t

If My Credit Has Some Dings, 
Can I Get A Home Loan?March 10

Positive Youth Expressions, Inc.
Educational Institute is hosting a “HIV/AIDS and Me” Town Hall 
Meeting at 200 North Bentalou Street, Baltimore MD 21223 from 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm. This event is FREE to the public to engage 
in an open and informative discussion about HIV/AIDS among 
women and girls.  Contact: Michelle Brown 410.361.1898

African American Women & HIV
The Baltimore County Health Department is partnering with the 
Baltimore County Department of Social Services Family Self 
Sufficiency Program for a viewing of the film “Many Women, 
One Voice: African American Women & HIV” from 10:30 a.m. 
-1:30 p.m., at 6401 York Road, Baltimore MD 21212.  Contact 
Stacey Dyce 410.887.3707 or Keba Robinson 410.887.3325.

Celebrate the Underground Railroad
Celebrate Maryland’s connections to the Underground 
Railroad and attend a lecture given by the Maryland State 
Archives. Hear the stories of slaves escaping to freedom 
and learn about their journeys. This program will highlight 
stories told in Flee! Stories of Flight in Maryland in Black 
and White, a traveling exhibition created by the Maryland 
State Archives’ Study of the Legacy of Slavery in Maryland.
Banneker-Douglass Museum84 Franklin St., Annapolis, MD. 
1:00 p.m. –3:00 p.m. Free. Registration encouraged .For 
more information or to register, call 410.216.6181 or email 
BDMPrograms@goci.state.md.us.

March 13
Sisters Together and Reaching  
(STAR) Mobile Testing Van
The Minority Serving Institutions (MSI) Grant is providing 
support for the Sisters Together and Reaching (STAR) mobile 
testing van, NIA, to conduct HIV testing and other health 
screenings at Coppin State University in the Health and 
Human Services Building (HHSB) 330 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. Testing is free and available to all students and the 
general public. Coppin is located at 2500 West North Avenue, 
Baltimore MD 21216. Julie Manley: JManley@coppin.edu

March 16
Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show. 
The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington will continue their 
31st season of shows with an all-male production of Richard 
O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show. March 16 &17 8:00 p.m., 
and Sunday, March 18 at 3:00 p.m. Lisner Auditorium George 
Washington University, 730 21st Street, NW, Washington, 
DC. Tickets can be purchased online at www.GMCW.org, by 
calling 202.293.1548 or at the door on the day of the show.

Integrity/Baltimore Update
The next meeting of the Baltimore Chapter of Integrity is 
Friday, March 16, 2012 at the Cathedral of the Incarnation. 
We begin with Holy Eucharist in the Peace Chapel at 7:00 
p..m. and The Rev. Ann Boyd, rector of St. John’s Hagerstown, 
will preside and preach. Potluck supper follows the Eucharist 
with fellowship, conversation and a bit of business until 9:00 
p.m. Please join us!

March 18
NOW Celebrating the Past
Improving the Future Women’s History Conference. Join the 
celebration and enjoy guest speakers, performers and lite 
fare during this event sponsored by the National Organization 
for Women (Maryland NOW) in conjunction with the 
Maryland Women’s Heritage Center. Maryland Women’s 
Heritage Center, 39 West Lexington Street, Baltimore, 
MD. 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. $35 Members $25/sliding scale 
Register at www.marylandnow.org

March 21 - April 1 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus 
Fully Charged. Barnum & Bailey where megawatts of thrills 
explode off of the arena floor with breathtaking dare-devilry, 
amazing stunts and never-before-seen performances that energize 
Children Of All Ages! Get Fully Charged Up by the power of 
performers! Experience unbridled horse power, unparalleled 
superhuman power, and pachyderm power that generates mega-
tons of fun! Feel the electro-magnetism of Tabayara, the world’s 
most thrilling animal trainer. 1st Mariner Arena 201 W. Baltimore 
Street Baltimore, MD 21201 Various Times$14 - $80 Accessible 
seating may be purchased at all Ticketmaster locations or by 
calling 410-347-2020 and asking to speak with the Accessible 
Seating Representative. TTY and TDD call 410-347-2093

March 27
Fresh Thoughts with Chef Thomas Dunklin
From B&O American Brasserie. The National Aquarium is 
pleased to welcome Executive Chef Thomas Dunklin from 
B&O American Brasserie as part of the Fresh Thoughts Dining 
Series. The dinner, which celebrates sustainable and creative 
seafood choices, will feature oysters from Virginia’s War 
Shore Oyster Company National Aquarium 501 East Pratt 
Street   Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. $79 
for members, $89 non-members For reservations, please call 
410-576-3869. Visit http://www.aqua.org/freshthoughts

Community Bulletin Board

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Sunday March 11
free buffet after the parade

corned beef & cabbage & more

Saturday March 17
shipmates st. patrick’s party

 Sunday March 18
free st. patrick’s buffet

corned beef & cabbage & more 

WedneSdayS
Karaoke 8 to Midnight
thurSdayS

trivia nightLeon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 
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410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 1.800.989.7101 
Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

Fantastic, move-in-ready and no need of renovation, 2-
car gar high-end contemp flair in Great Fed Hill Com-
munity of Riverside! Completely open flr plan high ceil-
ing, loads of hdwds, iron railings, chef’s kit, gorgeous ba, 
massive rooftop deck amazing city views & huge finished 
& heated gar w/storage,workshop & hobby rms

1716 Olive Street
Baltimore, Maryland

$399,900

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Every gray hair equals one house 
sold ... 30 years of experience!

PenFed Realty

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office)
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On a rainy night in Georgia, Baltimore’s own 
Andy Chmielowski-Liu was selected over 
eight other contestants as Mr. SECC Leath-
er 2012 during the Southeast Conference of 
Clubs’ Leather Weekend at The Parliament 
Resort in Augusta. Mr. Hideaway Leather 
2012 Greg Doke from Brunswick, Ga. was 
named first Runner-up and Rick Watts from 
Asheville, NC, was named second Runner-
up to Mr. SECC Leather 2012. The Broth-
erhood Award was also presented to Andy 
Chmielowski-Liu. 

At 1 a.m. on Friday, February 17, I piled 
into a pickup truck with several of my Ship-
Mate Club brothers and headed south. After 
a stop for breakfast, we arrived at the Parlia-
ment Resort at 11:30 a.m. The resort has 70 
rooms and sits on 10 acres. It has a rather 
Spanish looking rounded façade. One of the 
locals informed me that years ago it was 
called the Alamo Motel. I’m not saying that 
the place is old, but I figure that the folks in 
Texas must have copied the design. Most of 
it is one story and there is a two-story sec-
tion in the back. There is also a campground 
behind the place. Railroad tracks ran behind 
the rooms and at midnight I ran out to see 
what must have been the famous train that 
Gladys Knight sings about. Our room was 

one of the larger rooms and overlooked the 
pool. It was easy to overlook the pool be-
cause it was not heated. In warmer weather, 
the pool is clothing optional and I am sure 
can be quite festive. There was also a small 
hot tub, a steam room, and a great dungeon 
area called the “Pig Pen.” 

Baltimore’s own COMMAND, MC got 
my day started with a cocktail party on 
the patio outside the little Cabana Café. 
To make the weekend even better, my Sir 
Steve drove up from Tampa where he has 
been visiting his sister since December 14. 
It was great to see him! It was also wonder-
ful to see so many other members of the 
leather family from the Mid-Atlantic area. 
This was the 4th year for the Mr. SECC 
Leather Contest and the Parliament Resort 
was completely booked. My dear friend 
Bob Rose had to stay at another hotel down 
the road. It looked like a hotel one would 
see on TV. In fact, I think I did see it on 
“Dateline.” 

After the official welcoming cocktail 
party sponsored by the CSRA Leather 
Bears, everyone strolled to The Filling 
Station located just next door to the Par-
liament Resort for the Meet and Greet. It 
was not hard to figure out how the bar got 
its name. In a prior life it had been a gas 
station. In fact, one had to go outside and 
around to the side of the building to use 
the bathrooms. (At least they didn’t give 
you a key chained to a large block of wood 
or anything.) There was a room added on 
to the back of the building with a stage. I 
heard that the stage area had been tented 
in the past, but now it was a more perma-
nent structure. Once the party got started, 
the judges and contestants for the contest 
were introduced by porn star Michael Bran-
don. There was also a musical number by 
my good friend American Leatherwoman 
2009-2010 Dakota. 

 This year’s judges were Internation-
al Leatherboy 2008 Bill Hoeppner, Mr. 
SECC Leather 2010 Larry Johnston, Mr. 
SECC Leather 2009 Jeff Jarnigan, leather 
icon “Mama” Sandy Reinhardt, and Head 
Judge, Mr. SECC Leather 2011 Ben Cart-

er. I have seen 
many contests 
with an impressive 
group of judges, 
but I am happy 
to report that the 
Mr. SECC Leather 
2012 Contest also 
had an equally im-
pressive group of 
contestants. In ad-
dition to the three 
contestants named 
above, also com-
peting were Central 
Florida Leatherman 
2012 Drew Arch 

Andy 
Chmielowski-
Liu Sashed 
Mr. SECC 
Leather 2012

from Orlando, Mr. Star City Leather 2002-
2012 Chris Hartness from Roanoke, Va., 
Tampa Bay Leatherboy 2010 Dan Radwan-
ski from St. Petersburg, Kevin Schmeck 
from Reading, Pa., Central Florida Leather-
man 2010 Randy Sullivan also from Orlan-
do, and Mr. Barcodes Leather 2012 Ray 
Tessier from Dade City, Fl. This had to be 
a close race. I am sure the audience would 
have been happy with the selection of any 
of these guys. They all did a great job! It 
was a very interesting contest. Contestants 
were scored on overall weekend impres-
sion (30%), one-on-one interview (20%), 
leather scene presentation (20%), formal 
attire/ on stage question/presence (20%) 
and basket raffle ticket sales (10%). I must 
say that the on stage fantasy performanc-
es were some of the more entertaining I 
have seen because they did not have to 
simulate anything. There was real flogging, 
nudity, and more. During Andy Liu’s “Leave 
it to Beaver” fantasy there was an obvious 
accident when Andy’s jockstrap came off. 
He later told me that he now knows how 
Janet Jackson feels. I was also happy that 
while the scores were being tallied, I was 
able to pull off my stand-up comedy act. I 
had a ball! Also having fun was Mr. SECC 

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

Leather 2011 Ben Carter who had a very 
entertaining step-down speech. He came 
on stage with a large notebook and said, 
“I have a lot to say.” Then he pretended 
that there was a problem with the sound 
system and the song “I’m Sexy And I Know 
It” came on. Ben danced and was joined on 
stage by a few other leather titleholders. 
That was his whole speech. It was great! 

On Sunday my little gang of ShipMates 
and I went to brunch at a cute little restau-
rant called the 1102 Bar & Grill located at 
1102 Broad Street in downtown Augusta. It 
featured bottomless Bloody Marys and Mi-
mosas for $10. Those Bloody Marys were 
yummy! I have been told that there was a 
cocktail party back at the resort on Sunday 
afternoon. I have also been told that I at-
tended that party, but I’m not falling for it! 
The only criticism I heard of the weekend 
was the food at Saturday night’s formal 
leather dinner held at The Filling Station. I 
am sure the tribe would have been willing 
to pay a few dollars more for better food. 
The little hors d’oeuvres stations and total 
lack of seating sent many folks next door 
to the Parliament Resort to check out lo-
cal carryout menus. Overall, the weekend 
delivered and so did Domino’s! t
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MOVEABLE FEAST FUNDRAISER  
BALTIMORE — MARCH 3, 2012

PHOTOS BY RODNEY BURGER

MR. SECC LEATHER 2012  
AUGUSTA, GA — FEBRUARY 17-19, 2012  

PHOTOS BY ALEX LEMAIRE
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 Cleaning  BookS & giFtS SuPPort grouP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CounSeling

 MaSSage PhotograPhy

 ConSulting

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 lawn

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 hanDyMan 
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 attorney  tax ServiCeS  travel

 FinanCial  eleCtriCian

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Call 410-244-6780 to aDvertiSe.

Professional services

 Pet Care  PhotograPhy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.
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ON SALE NOW! 
HIPPODROME THEATRE
Friday, March 23 at 8pm

Ticketmaster.com • 410.547.SEAT
Hippodrome Theatre Box Office (Mon-Fri 11-3)


