
Equality 
Maryland 

Future in Peril

Equality Maryland Board President 
Charles Butler resigned on Tuesday 
May 31 amidst rumors of the finan-
cial collapse of the once powerful or-
ganization. This comes at the end of 
a list of resignations and terminations 
that began after the firing of former 
Executive Director Morgan Meneses-
Sheets last month. 

Immediately following her dis-
missal Board member Alex Hickox 
and Director of Development Matt 
Thorn both resigned. A week lat-
er Field Organizers Damon Handline 
and Jacob McLain were told that their 
contracts would expire early and that 
their services were no longer need-
ed. The organization is failing finan-
cially and may not survive. In a May 
24 letter to supporters the Board of 
Directors wrote that “we now under-
stand that Equality Maryland’s finan-
cial status is in worse condition than 
we had realized.”

On May 2 the Equality Federation 
replaced Ms. Meneses-Sheets with 
Lynne Bowman as Equality Maryland’s 
Interim Executive Director. Within days 
Human Rights Campaign’s (HRC) re-
gional field director, Sultan Shakir 
was seen working out of Equality 
Maryland’s Sharp Street headquar-
ters. The Washington Blade reported 
that the HRC was poised to lead the 
Maryland marriage effort. 

On May 24 Equality Maryland is-
sued a statement saying that they felt it 
necessary to provide “an accurate pic-
ture” of the state of that organization. 
While acknowledging the failure of 
both the Marriage bill and the Gender 
Identity bill they said that both had 
“progressed significantly further than 
ever before, and are positioned for a 
successful outcome in the near future.”

“Last month the Board of Directors 
took a step that we had hoped to 
avoid,” they wrote, “but was neces-
sary to restore the organization’s in-
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tained the 
whole night. 

Master of ceremonies and current reign-
ing King Robbie Alexander 
watched his time as king slowly 
come to an end. Robbie thanked 
Ronnie Zimmerman and Steve 
Jackson, owners of the Rowan 
Tree, and all the people there 
for two great years and all their 
support. “He represented our 
bar and all the good things we 
stand for,” Steve Jackson told 
Baltimore OUTloud. “He will be 
missed but never forgotten.” 

Then the moment we were 
all waiting for, the winners: Ms. 
Rowan Tree – Sandra Dee, Mr. 
Rowan Tree – Mirage Cruz, 

Baltimore Ready 
to Exude Pride

—continued on page 3

and finally Miss Rowan Tree – Shawnna 
Alexander. Congratulations to each of 
them. tThe hot nights of summer are just around the 

corner, but Saturday night May 28 was al-
ready steaming at The Rowan Tree where the 
eight contestants waited to show us who the 
next Ms., Miss, and Mr. Rowan Tree would be. 

Sandra Dee was running for Ms., E.J. 
Bohrer, Mirage Cruz for Mr. and Victoria Blair, 
Cha’nel Van Cartier Couture, D’Marje, Shawnna 
Alexander, and Marketta Minett Buffet running 
for Miss, filled the evening with fashion, on-
stage questions and talent that from any judge’s 
view would be hard to pick a winner. 

With the spot-on answer from Sandra Dee 
,the very well dressed E.J. Bohrer, Mirage Cruz 
and oh yes, let’s not forget the “Crazy” talent 
performance of Shawnna Alexander or the 
boyz with Victoria Blair, the audience was enter-

Miss Rowan Tree Shawnna Alexander, Mr. Rowan Tree 
Mirage Cruz, and Ms. Rowan Tree Sandra Dee (l to r)

Deborah 
Cox

Baltimore will roll out 
the rainbow carpet to 
host its annual Pride 
celebration June 17-
19, 2011. Maryland’s 
premiere LGBT event, 
Baltimore Pride is at-
tended by more than 
30,000 attendees for 
a weekend of free out-
door fun. This year’s 
event includes a new 
Family Zone and a 
headline performance 
by award-winner Deb-
orah Cox [see accom-
panying article].

The fiercely com-
petitive High Heel Race 
will serve as the offi-
cial Pride kick-off on 
Saturday, June 18 at 
3:30 p.m., followed by 
the fascinating spec-

tacles of the Pride Parade. Colorful floats 
and marching units will parade down the 
streets of the historic Mount Vernon neigh-
borhood, one of the centers of the LGBT life 
in Baltimore, beginning at 4 p.m.

After the Parade, Baltimore Pride’s Block 
Party becomes a nightclub without walls, and 
this year’s party is going to be Diva-licious 
when fabulous favorites take the stage. The 
Block Party is four hours of singers, dancers, 
bands and drag, and more with a featured 
performance by 
R&B, pop and 
dance sensa-
tion Deborah 
Cox. More than 
75 vendors will 
line the streets 
of Mount Vernon, selling everything from 
T-shirts to glittering jewelry and fabulous 
food.

The weekend culminates on Sunday, 
June 19 with the family-friendly Pride 
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By every measure, this spring 
has been one for the ages. You 
have the Arab Spring whereby 
several Middle East and North 
African countries challenged 
their authoritarian old guard 
governments in the quest for 
freedom. 

You have the Tornado 
Spring in which there had been 
record devastation in the wake 
of countless climate change-in-
duced tornadoes in the South 
and Midwest. 

You have the Flood Spring 
where the mighty Mississippi 
wreaked havoc on neighboring 
towns. 

You have the Osama bin Laden Spring 
when public enemy Number 1 was effective-
ly put to death by our courageous SEALS 6 
team.

You had the Donald Spring where the an-
noying egotism of Donald Trump somehow 
managed to dominate the political scene.

And you also have the Exit Spring. 
Clearly, the departure of Oprah heads the list 
followed not that closely by the Maria Shriver 
exit in the wake of Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
dalliances and the sad cancellation of TV’s 
Brothers & Sisters. And as in the case of ev-
ery spring, you have the Washington Capitals 
exiting the playoffs in an early round.

Perhaps not as monumental but of con-
cern to our local LGBT community, was its 
share of exits this spring. While the surprise 
resignation of long time executive director of 
the GLCCB, Craig Wiley, was significant es-
pecially with Pride right around the corner, 
the messy, soap opera-like dismissal/resig-
nation of Equality Maryland’s executive di-
rector Morgan Meneses-Sheets is still send-
ing tremors among us. 

And if that’s not enough, I, too, will be 
heading to the exit door after 26 months as 
Baltimore OUTloud’s managing editor. This 
resignation was as sudden as it was regret-
table, but it was prompted by an unsolvable 
personal dispute with one of the publication’s 
owners. He shall remain nameless, and I will 
not discuss the details here. 

I have turned the reins over to a very 
capable person, Dana LaRocca, whose 
column, “City Desk…A View from Mount 
Vernon,” has been a welcome and popu-
lar addition to our independent, award-win-
ning newspaper. The paper’s co-publishers 
agreed to my recommendation, and she is 
the new managing editor.

Dana, who is a very good friend of mine, 
brings to this position years of experience 

in journalism. She is savvy, 
smart, and knows our com-
munity as well as anyone. 
But even more important, she 
cares deeply about our com-
munity and its issues, and that 
type of dedication is needed 
to be successful. Dana has 
been a tremendous boost-
er for the paper and strongly 
believes that by being inde-
pendent, it provides a critical 
voice for our readers.

I urge all of our writers, 
readers and advertisers to 
support Dana and the paper 
as it will continue to play an 

important role in presenting news and issues 
that affect our lives as LGBT folks. I have 
been working with Dana during this transi-
tion period, and I figure to write this column 
in the future.

My experience as editor has been chal-
lenging, fulfilling and enjoyable, and I owe 
it largely to everyone who has supported 
the paper and 
worked towards 
its success. I 
begin with the 
staff, and I am 
grateful for the 
support I re-
ceived from 
the dedicat-
ed Mary Taylor 
(Sales Manager/
P r o d u c t i o n ) , 
Anja Saine 
(we b m a s te r ) , 
Bill Andriette (production director), Bill’s 
back-up Maria Nicolosi, talented Carol 
Baker (graphic artist, who also recently left 
to pursue further education in her field), Joe 
Velasquez who had succeeded Carol, and 
former distributors Jay Loane and Michael 
Serio.

Then there are the writers whose efforts 
are crucial to any successful publication. I 
cannot adequately express my apprecia-
tion for the loyalty and excellence of Gregg 
Shapiro, Chuck Duncan, and Deb Draisin 
whose contributions to our Lively Arts sec-
tion made it one of the best there is.

Others also played important roles in 
providing excellent material for our readers 
(in no particular order): Dr. Eva Hersh (de-
serves special kudos), Dana LaRocca, David 
Placher, Jay Loane, Josh Aterovis, Jonathan 
Hernandez, Marty Hoegg, Wayne Curtis, 
Gerry Fisher, Rev. Meredith Moise, Woody 
Derricks, Mark Patro, Shawn Bradley, Sandy 

Rawls, Larry Walker, Colin Riley, Jessica 
Lemmo, Jesse Benson, Terrence Brower, 
Jeffrey Clagett, Nicole Bettis, Vann Mills, Bill 
Palmer, Jeffrey Clouser, Sam Kunz and the 
always dependable Rodney Burger. 

These individuals are like family and 
made my job easier. Some have moved on to 
other priorities in their lives; others hopefully 
will remain with us.

A special nod goes to Bruce Garrett, 
whose outstanding political cartoons ap-
peared in every single issue except one 
over a two-year period, giving our paper the 
uniqueness among LGBT publications of 
having our own in-house cartoonist. Bruce 
also did excellent work for the paper in the 
area of photography as did Skip Koritzer, 
Justin Nixon and most recently Jay W.

This has been a significant journey for 
me, and I don’t regret one minute of it. My 
work as editor and reporter for the paper 
has taken me to places and people I never 
imagined meeting, and I feel enriched by the 
experience.

Aside from the OUTloud family, I had 
been privileged to 
make innumera-
ble contacts in and 
around the Baltimore 
area. As an exam-
ple, I recently had 
the pleasure of meet-
ing Maggie Beetz, the 
charming new edi-
tor of Gay Life whom 
I consider a colleague 
and friend rather than 
a competitor.

O r g a n i z a t i o n 
leaders, elected officials, business people, 
other media representatives, publicists, etc. 
have added to and strengthened my jour-
nalism world and my life. I thank them for 
their work and their valuable contributions as 
sources and newsmakers. 

In wrapping up this Exit Spring, I would 
be remiss if I didn’t thank Jim Becker, my 
dear friend of over three decades and co-
publisher of Baltimore OUTloud, for the op-
portunity to serve the LGBT community in 
this capacity.

And above everything else, I thank my 
husband Bob Ford for his loyalty, patience 
and support. Investing this much time and 
effort into an endeavor such as this can truly 
test a relationship. But love, as they say, con-
quers all. Thank you, Bob, for the love, sac-
rifice and understanding throughout this pe-
riod of our lives. I am once again all yours. t

Steve charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.Stevecharing.blogspot.com.
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Canadian-born R&B and pop sing-
er Deborah Cox has known since the 
age of 6 or 7 that she wanted to be a 
performer. With influences such as 
Michael Jackson, Gladys Knight, Stevie 
Wonder, Cyndi Lauper, The Police, The 
Eurythmics, Bob Marley and the reg-
gae scene, by age 12 she was singing 
commercial jingles and working with lo-
cal live bands. After attending the Claude 
Watson Schools for the Performing Arts 
in Toronto, she became a back-up singer 
for Celine Dion and was later signed by 
Clive Owen to his Arista label.

In 1995, she released her first al-
bum, Deborah Cox, which achieved 
platinum status, yielding R&B/pop hits 
like “Who Do U Love?”, “Sentimental” 
and “Where Do We Go From Here”. 
In 1997, she scored her first big dance 
hit with “Things Just Ain’t the Same” 
from the Money Talks soundtrack. That 
first dance hit lead Deborah to becom-

NEwS // LOCAL 

tegrity and viability – we voted to remove the 
Executive Director.  We took this action with 
regret, but because our duty as guardians 
of Equality Maryland compelled it.  We also 
regret that the Executive Director resigned 
while we were in the process of negotiating 
an amicable separation.”

The next day the Washington Blade re-
ported that EQMD Board Chairman Charles 
Butler had said that Lynne Bowman, the new 
Executive Director provided by the Equality 
Federation, had done a “rapid assess-
ment and confirmed our fear that Equality 
Maryland has been perhaps irreparably 
damaged by the previous executive director.”

That accusation as well as others made 
by both Butler and an “anonymous source” 
pointed the finger of blame at Ms. Meneses-
Sheets and suggested that the deficiencies 
in the organization had come as a surprise 
to the Board. Those comments were in sharp 
contrast to the official statement of May 24, 
just one day prior, that the Board of Directors 

EqUALITy MARyLAND 
FUTURE IN PERIL

– continued from front page Deborah Cox ing one of the most popular dance art-
ists in the world! Her second release, One 
Wish, also achieved platinum sales, gar-
nering the two smash hits, “We Can’t Be 
Friends” and “Nobody’s Supposed to Be 
Here,” which holds the record for the lon-
gest-running #1 R&B single for 14 consec-
utive weeks.

Showcasing the platinum-selling 
Grammy nominee’s amazing power-
house vocals, her latest album release, 
The Promise, features production by an 
all-star team of collaborators, including 
John Legend (Alicia Keys, Lauryn Hill), 
Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis (Mariah Carey, 
Janet Jackson), Big Jim Wright (Mary J. 
Blige, Aretha Franklin), Shep Crawford 
(Whitney Houston, Luther Vandross), 
Devo Springsteen (Kanye West, Estelle) 
and the Avila Brothers (Toni Braxton, 
Gwen Stefani). 

Deborah, who produced her own vo-
cal arrangements, also co-write half of the 
album and released it independently on 
her own label, Deco Recording Group. t

[ [Offering Bankruptcy Assistance
HPK will recommend various options that may be 

available to protect your assets

In the courtroom. In the community.  And on your side.       hpklegal.com  |  410. 938.8800

HPK OFFERS:  Domestic Partnership Agreements  ●  Joint Purchase & Savings 
Agreements  ●  Estate Planning  ●  Bankruptcy  ●  Divorce  ●  Second Parent Adoptions  ●  
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“since late 2010” had become “increasing-
ly aware of deficiencies in the organization.” 
And that they had “realized early on that 
we had to take action to rectify these prob-
lems.” t

Festival beginning at 11 a.m. in historic Druid 
Hill Park, a 745-acre, lakeside urban land-
scape ranked with New York’s Central Park. 

The new Family 
Zone at the fes-
tival will include 
interactive chil-
dren’s event and 
activities.

B a l t i m o r e 
Pride weekend provides an opportunity for 
the greater community to experience and 
learn more about the LGBT community. 
Dating back to 1976, Pride is sponsored by 
the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of 
Baltimore. t
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Baltimore OUTloud has been and contin-
ues to be Maryland’s independent voice of 
the LGBT community and has a track record 
of inclusion in its staff, content, and editori-
al stance. About a year ago then Managing 
Editor Steve Charing tapped me to write this 
column after having been a reader of my for-
mer blog. It has been a wonderful experience 
for me and it has given me the opportunity to 
work with people in the community whom I 
otherwise might never have known.

As an advocate this column has ampli-
fied my voice. So it was an unhappy moment 
when I opened my email and found a letter 
from my friend and editor, Steve, and read 
that he had resigned. My first concerns were 
deeply personal, so I will not share them 

here. But my next concern was the future of 
the paper; would it continue with its indepen-
dent stance?

For me this has been my reason for writ-
ing here. Frankly I didn’t know if the support 
of my sometimes radical views and occasion-
al blunt honesty regarding some LGBT lead-
ers and organizations was coming from my 
Editor alone. I was concerned that a new edi-
tor might not support my propensity to reveal 
the little man behind the curtain who mas-
querades as the Great Oz, or to mention that 
the Emperor has no clothes.

I was pleased when Steve Charing sug-
gested that I take on his job as Managing 
Editor and when he said that he would advo-
cate that position for me with the publishers 
if I wanted the job. I met with the publishers, 
Jim Becker and Jim Williams, just three days 
before the deadline and less than a week be-
fore this issue was to go to press. 

I am both pleased and humbled by the 
confidence that the publishers have in me 
and I will continue in the position of Managing 
Editor at their pleasure for as long as my ser-
vice is an asset to the paper, to the communi-
ty and, most of all, to you, our readers.

This column, City Desk, will continue. 
That said, my responsibility to the entire com-
munity has expanded to include some whose 
interests I may have not had to understand in 

Independent 
Voices

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

the past. I take that responsibility seriously.
At the end of March I wrote that “In my 

view Equality Maryland will continue to ex-
ist much in the same way as the Pinochet re-
gime stayed afloat while propped up by the 
United States.” And that “as long as marriage 
equality is denied in Maryland 
the national organizations 
will continue to prop up the 
Equality Maryland regime; re-
gardless of its legitimacy.”

Recent news suggests 
that my predictions were cor-
rect. The Washington Blade 
recently reported that the 
Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) is poised to lead the 
Maryland marriage effort. 
Meanwhile HRC regional field 
director Sultan Shakir be-
gan working out of Equality 
Maryland’s Sharp Street bunker. His vis-
its became less frequent as rumors spread 
that the national organizations had tak-
en over the day to day operations of the or-
ganization. Similarly Equality Maryland’s 
Transgender Workgroup meetings were tak-
en over by Leadership Programs Director 
of the National Gay and Lesbian Task force 
Evangeline Weiss.Steve Charing had report-
ed on May 6 that the collaboration with the 

national organizations “gave the appearance 
that they were actually running the show.” 

Now it is clear that is very much the case. 
Equality Maryland is caught in a Catch-22 
position where support by national organiza-
tions undermines local credibility but local fi-

nancial support has been stymied by the role 
of the national organizations in the 2011 leg-
islative session.

Many Marylanders believe that the deci-
sion to not take a final vote on marriage was 
made by HRC, Gill Action, and other “silent” 
partners. Blame for the lack of public accom-
modations protection in this year’s gender 
identity bill has also been attributed to those 
partners. t

Dana LaRocca and Steve Charing
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WHERE: THE BACKDOOR LOUNGE  @  5801 PULASKI HWY, BALTIMORE, MD.  

** **BOY’S NIGHT
OUT!!!

WHAT:  BALTIMORE’S ONLY 
GAY MALE REVUE

WHEN:  THURSDAY NIGHTS. 
DOORS OPEN @ 8PM 
SHOW STARTS @ 9PM

PRIVATE PARKING, PRIVATE REAR  ENTRANCE VIA THE RED CARPET, IN THE BACK 
OF THE GOLD CLUB ADULT ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

PRIVATE PARTY, UPSCALE NIGHTCLUB/LOUNGE SETTING FIT FOR A KING, (AND 
ALL THE KING’S MEN). 

DRINK SPECIALS, FULL FOOD MENU, & GOOD TIMES!!!

WHY:  LET THE BOYS ... BE BOYS!!!
FOR INFO: 410 483 3356
ENTERTAINER INFO: 443 992 9524

FREE ADMISSION WITH AD UNTIL 7/7/2011
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On May 18 Gender Rights Maryland (GRMD) 
was founded by Sharon Brackett serving as 
Chair and long time gender rights activist Dr. 
Dana Beyer serving as Executive Director. Ms. 
Brackett is president 
and CEO of an engi-
neering firm. Dr. Beyer 
was a recent candi-
date for the House of 
Delegates and a for-
mer Equality Maryland 
board member. 

Both women sup-
ported and lobbied for 
the Gender Identity 
Anti-Discrimination 
bill that failed in the 
recent legislative ses-
sion. That bill was a 
source of some dis-
agreement within the 
transgender com-
munity because it 
lacked protections in 
public accommoda-
tions. GRMD states 
that their initial goal 

is to see passage of a “comprehensive gen-
der identity anti-discrimination bill by the end 
of the 2012 legislative session.”

On May 17 Governor Martin O’Malley 
had stated “I’m com-
mitted to working with 
the Maryland General 
Assembly during the 
next legislative ses-
sion to increase aware-
ness and provide even 
greater protections for 
transgendered people.” 

Similarly the prior 
bill’s sponsor, Delegate 
Joseline Pena-
Melnyk, challenged 
the Senators who had 
voted to table HB235 
to “serve as prima-
ry sponsors of a stron-
ger version of HB235 
in the 2012 legislative 
session.”

Gender Rights 
Maryland is an 501(c)4 
and 501(c)3 founda-

NEwS // LOCAL 

Gender Rights Maryland

tion. The 501(c)4 designation provides a lev-
el of ability to lobby for legislation that is lim-
ited under the 501(c)3 charity designation. 
Structured as both, Gender Rights Maryland is 
poised to fill the void left by Equality Maryland. 
Alex Hickcox, who recently resigned from the 
board of Equality Maryland after the ouster of 
Executive Director, also serves on the board of 
Gender Rights Maryland. 

The stated purpose of Gender Rights 
Maryland is to promote civil rights, educa-
tion, tolerance, equality and acceptance on 
the basis of sex and gender identity and ex-
pression in the State of Maryland. 

Joining the founders of the organization on 
the 501(c)4 board are, Mark McLaurin ‐ Political 
Director of SEIU Local 500, Attorney Jonathan 
Shurberg, and direct marketing specialist Ezra 
Towne. Joining the 501(c)3 Foundation board are 
Stephen Colgan ‐ Co‐Chair of the LGBT Task 
Force of the Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Bethesda, Christine Grewell 
President of Teachthefacts.org, an LGBT ad-
vocacy group, Lee Ann Hopkins ‐ Executive 
Director of the Free State Legal Project, Rev. 
Mother Meredith Moise of the Byzantine Rite 
Old Catholic Church in Baltimore, Bonnita 
Spikes – Criminal Justice chair of the Maryland 
NAACP, and Attorney Deborah Strauss, 
who facilitates PFLAG’s T‐Families group in 
Bethesda. Alex Hickcox has been named Chair 
of the 501(c)3 Foundation board. t

New Miss Leon’s Crowned – On May 21, Gracie Freebush was crowned the new Miss 
Leon’s at a pageant that took place in the Triple LLL Leon’s Leather Lounge. Anita Minett 
was selected by the judges to be the First Alternate. photo: Steve Charing

On September 13, Vote Odette 
Ramos for City Council, 12th District

Odette is experienced and ready to:
-  Ensure safe streets, spaces, and 

neighborhoods
-  Move city government to work 

efficiently and effectively.
- Solve problems in neighborhoods
- Invest in our youth 

Leadership, Integrity, No Excuses.

“Odette’s track record 
speaks for itself. She is 
ready to lead and serve in 
the 12th District”  
- Delegate Maggie McIntosh

www.odetteramos.com

Dr. Beyer at the rally for Chrissy Polis
photo: Steve Charing
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Tennessee governor 
signs anti-gay law 
despite opposition
Nashville, TN – Despite last-minute opposi-
tion from businesses (thanks to a campaign 
by Americablog/Gay), Tennessee Gov. Bill 
Haslam signed a bill prohibiting local gov-
ernments from 
creating strict-
er anti-discrimi-
nation laws than 
the state gov-
ernment. The 
bill was in re-
sponse to a new 
Nashville law 
prohibiting the city from doing business 
with companies that discriminate because 
of sexual orientation or gender identity. The 
state prohibits discrimination based on race, 
creed, color, religion, sex, age or national 
origin.

Jim Brown, state director of the National 
Federation of Independent Businesses, told 
Forbes that the group supported the law be-
cause: “Our view was there are states like 
California, Michigan and others that have re-
ally gone off on the deep end and they have 
all these patchwork regulations from differ-
ent cities,” Brown said. “I think the principle 
of the bill is to protect private employers from 
… regulations that they don’t want to oper-
ate under.”

The Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 
first supported the bill. However, lat-
er the Chamber stood against it, thanks to 
AmericaBlog – though they issued their re-
vised statement only 20 seconds before 
the governor signed the bill. (365Gay.com – 
Jennifer Vanasco)

Equality Texas 
calls legislative 
session a success
Austin, Tx – When 
the 82nd Texas 
Legislature con-
vened in January, 
things weren’t look-
ing good for the 
LGBT community. 
Republicans had 
seized a superma-
jority in the House 
in November elec-
tions, and Equality 
Texas, the state- Coleman Dennis

BEyOND THE BELTwAy

wide LGBT advocacy group, had eliminated 
half its staff – including its legislative lobby-
ist – due to budget constraints. Five months 
later, when the legislative session ended, 
Equality Texas will have defied the odds 
and achieved its No. 1 priority – passage of 
meaningful anti-bullying legislation. On top 
of that, the group has seen committee hear-
ings on more than a dozen bills it supported, 
and appears to have staved off several an-
ti-LGBT measures, including one targeting 
transgender marriage and another aimed at 
eliminating gay resource centers on college 
campuses. 

“I would give this a very high mark as far 
as a legislative session for us,” said Dennis 
Coleman, who was named executive director 
of Equality Texas just months before the ses-
sion began. “I would give it an ‘A’ consider-
ing where we thought we were going. I don’t 
think that anybody thought that we would 
make any kind of progress based upon last 
year’s elections, and I would say I was a lit-
tle skeptical as well. “We stayed persistent,” 
Coleman added. “We found allies to work 
with all across the board. Equality Texas 
became the expert on a lot of the bills that 
were out there, especially around the bully-
ing bills.”

For Equality Texas, the session was high-
lighted by final passage this week of HB 1942, 
the bipartisan anti-bullying bill by Rep. Diane 
Patrick, R-Arlington, that now awaits Gov. Rick 
Perry’s signature. Passage of Patrick’s bill, a 
compromise measure that includes portions of 
several other anti-bullying bills, comes on the 
heels of the gay youth suicide crisis of last fall. 
“It’s unfortunate that it took the suicide of chil-
dren for people to really pay attention to what 
we knew about almost 15 years ago,” Coleman 
said. “For many people they think it just popped 
up, but this has been going on for at least three 
sessions.” To help win passage of Patrick’s bill, 
Equality Texas enlisted people like Fort Worth 
City Councilman Joel Burns, as well as the par-
ents of bullying victims including Asher Brown, 
the gay 13-year-old from the Houston area who 
took his own life last year. (dallas Voice – John 
Wright at dallasvoice.com)

Teen bullying 
victim takes fight 
to the capitol in DC
washington, D.C. – Caleb Laieski, 16 years 
old, started his anti-bullying activism after he 
was forced to drop out of school in Surprise, 
Arizona, when teachers and administration 
wouldn’t protect him even after repeated 
incidents of bullying. The teen said he was 

being threatened with violence and death 
because he happened to be Gay. 

Caleb, who has since received his GED, 
brought the fight to his school district, start-
ing with a legal notification that he would 

bring suit to pro-
tect himself and 
others in the 
same situation. 
After the school 
district agreed to 
change its poli-
cies, he sent a 
similar notice to 

every other school district in Arizona, and 
then went to the Arizona Legislature to fight 
for laws to protect all students. 

Recently, Caleb was invited to the White 
House’s inaugural Conference on Bullying 
Prevention and is now advocating for the 
Student Non-Discrimination Act in Congress, 
“for those who are afraid to speak up.” When 
Seattle Gay News caught up with Caleb on 
May 26, the young activist had exceeded his 
own expectations by meeting with nearly 100 
members of Congress, Senators, and their 
staffs. 

“This experience has been incredible, 
to say the least,” Caleb told SGN during a 
phone interview. “I feel more accomplished 
than I thought I would. I’ve left some offic-
es with guarantees of a co-sponsorship for 
the bill.” Still, he admits that it will be “tough 
getting it out of committee.... A lot of people 
seem to think this should be a state issue, 
not a federal issue. Also, a lot of people have 
a problem with sexual orientation and gender 
identity being a part of the bill.” 

Nonetheless, he is not deterred, and has 
a message of hope for LGBT teens who feel 
they are at their wits’ end: “Stay strong and 
continue to fight,’” he said. “Never give up, 
and continue to speak out. Eventually, your 
message will get across.” t  (Seattle Gay 
News – Shaun Knittel at sgn.org)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Former GLCCB prez 
resigns as chair of 
PA rights group
Harrisburg, PA – Stephen Glassman, 
chair of the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission, handed in his resignation let-
ter May 23. Glassman has accepted a posi-
tion as the president and CEO of Community 

D e s i g n 
Center of 
Pi t t sburgh, 
a nonprofit 
agency that 
offers design 
as s i s t anc e 
through fund-
ing, technical 
as s i s t anc e 
and educa-
tion, starting 

June 13. Glassman will be leaving the PHRC 
after eight years at the helm, but will remain a 
commissioner. “I felt that I had accomplished 
a great deal of my original intentions and 
that, after almost nine years, it was time to 
move on to another challenge and offer this 
opportunity to someone who might be more 
effective at working with a Republican gover-
nor and Republican legislature.”

Former Gov. Mark Schweiker appointed 
Glassman to the commission in 2002, and he 
was unanimously confirmed by the Senate, 
making him the first out individual in the state 
to receive a Senate-approved gubernatorial 
appointment. 

One year after his confirmation, then-
Gov. Ed Rendell appointed Glassman as 
commission chair. He has been a strong ad-
vocate for the inclusion of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity into state and local 
laws, testifying at hearings across the state 
for municipal LGBT ordinances, as well as 
backing efforts to expand the state’s Human 
Relations Act to make it LGBT-inclusive.

In the late 1980s, Glassman, a Baltimore 
native, was elected president of what is now 
known as the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB). 

He was a very controversial president of 
the GLCCB, who spearheaded the move of 
the Center’s Chase Brexton Health Clinic to 
split from the Center and become an inde-
pendent organization. 

He also led an unsuccessful effort to 
sell the Center’s Chase Street building. 
(Philadelphia Gay News – Jen Colletta at 
Epgn.com)
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More than 5.3 million KALETRA prescriptions  
have been filled in the US*

If you have HIV, ask your doctor if KALETRA could be right for you 
•  KALETRA may help lower viral load and raise T-cell (CD4) count

–  Some patients may develop signs and symptoms of serious infections they already have after starting anti-HIV medicines

•  KALETRA is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment response in people with human  
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1) infection

•  KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still get 
opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV-1

Models are for illustrative purposes only.

©2011 Abbott Laboratories Abbott Park, IL 60064
039-562914 March 2011 Printed in U.S.A. 

Please see KALETRA Use and 
Important Safety Information  
on the next page.

Use

KALETRA® (lopinavir/ritonavir) is a prescription anti-HIV-1 
medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
effective in children under 14 days old.

KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does 
not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still  
get opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
happen with HIV-1.

Important Safety Information

Do not take KALETRA if you are allergic to KALETRA or 
any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

KALETRA Use and Important Safety Information1
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Use

KALETRA® (lopinavir/ritonavir) is a prescription anti-HIV-1 
medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
effective in children under 14 days old.

KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does 
not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still  
get opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
happen with HIV-1.

Important Safety Information

Do not take KALETRA if you are allergic to KALETRA or 
any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.
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DO NOT RE-SIZE
Ad unit Project # must match this project # 039-562914

KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Tablets
KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Oral Solution

CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR FULL 
PRESCRIBING INFORMATION

Patient Information
Read the Medication Guide that comes with KALETRA before you start taking it and each time you get a refi ll. There may be new information. This information 
does not take the place of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment. You and your doctor should talk about your treatment with 
KALETRA before you start taking it and at regular check-ups. You should stay under your doctor’s care when taking KALETRA. 

What is the most important information I should 
know about KALETRA? 
KALETRA may cause serious side effects, including:
• Interactions with other medicines. It is important to know 

the medicines that should not be taken with KALETRA. 
Read the section “What should I tell my doctor before taking 
KALETRA?” 

• Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical activity 
of your heart. These changes may be seen on an EKG 
(electrocardiogram) and can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you:
° already have a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types 

of heart disease.
° take other medicines that can affect your heart rhythm while 

you take KALETRA.
Tell your doctor right away if you have any of these symptoms while 
taking KALETRA:
• dizziness
• lightheadedness
• fainting
• sensation of abnormal heartbeats
See the section below “What are the possible side effects of 
KALETRA?” for more information about serious side effects.

What is KALETRA?
KALETRA is a prescription anti-HIV medicine that contains two 
medicines: lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is called a protease 
inhibitor that is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people 
with human immunodefi ciency virus (HIV-1) infection. HIV-1 is the 
virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome). 
It is not known if KALETRA is safe and effective in children under 
14 days old.

Who should not take KALETRA?
• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain medicines. For 

more information about medicines you should not take with 
KALETRA, please see “Can I take other medicines with 
KALETRA?” and consult with your doctor about all other 
medicines you take.

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to KALETRA or any of 
its ingredients, including ritonavir and lopinavir. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking KALETRA?
KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor about all 
your medical conditions, including if you:
• have any heart problems, including if you have a condition called 

Congenital Long QT Syndrome.
• have liver problems, including Hepatitis B or Hepatitis C.
• have diabetes.
• have hemophilia. People who take KALETRA may have increased 

bleeding.
• have low potassium in your blood.

• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. Birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. To prevent 
pregnancy while taking KALETRA, women who take birth control 
pills or use estrogen patch for birth control should either use a 
different type of birth control or an extra form of birth control. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy while taking 
KALETRA. 

• take KALETRA during pregnancy, talk with your doctor about how 
you can take part in an antiretroviral pregnancy registry. The 
purpose of the pregnancy registry is to follow the health of you and 
your baby. 

• are breast-feeding. Do not breast-feed if you are taking KALETRA. 
You should not breast-feed if you have HIV-1. If you are a woman 
who has or will have a baby while taking KALETRA, talk with your 
doctor about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby does not 
already have HIV-1, there is a chance that HIV-1 can be passed to 
your baby through your breast milk. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. Many medicines interact with KALETRA. Do not start 
taking a new medicine without telling your doctor or pharmacist. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe to take KALETRA with other medicines. 
Your doctor may need to change the dose of other medicines while 
you take KALETRA. 
Medicines you should not take with KALETRA.
Serious problems or death can happen if you take these 
medicines with KALETRA:
• ergot containing medicines, including:

° ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot, Ergomar, Ergostat, 
Medihaler Ergotamine, Wigraine, Wigrettes) 

° dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Embolex, Migranal®) 
° ergonovine, ergonovine and methylergonovine (Ergotrate, 

Methergine), ergotamine and methylergonovine
° Ergotrate Maleate, methylergonovine maleate (Methergine)

• triazolam (Halcion®), midazolam hydrochloride oral syrup 
• pimozide (Orap®) 
• the cholesterol lowering medicines lovastatin (Mevacor®) or 

simvastatin (Zocor®) 
• sildenafi l (Revatio®) only when used for the treatment of pulmonary 

arterial hypertension. (See “Medicines that may need changes” 
and “What are the possible side effects of Kaletra?” for information 
about the use of sildenafi l for erectile problems.) 

• alfuzosin (Uroxatral®) 
Medicines that you should not take with KALETRA since they 
may make KALETRA not work as well:
• the herbal supplement St. John’s Wort (hypericum perforatum)
• rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®) 
Medicines that may need changes:
• birth control pills that contain estrogen (“the pill”) or the birth 

control (contraceptive) patches
• certain anticancer medicines, such as nilotinib (Tasigna®) and 

dasatinib (Sprycel®) 

• certain cholesterol lowering medicines, such as atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®) or rosuvastatin (Crestor®) 

• certain other antiretroviral medicines, such as efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir (Agenerase®) 
and nelfi navir (Viracept®) 

• anti-seizure medicines, such as phenytoin (Dilantin®) 
carbamazepine, (Tegretol®), phenobarbital 

• medicines for erectile problems, such as sildenafi l (Viagra®), 
tadalafi l (Cialis®), or vardenafi l (Levitra®) 

• medicines for tuberculosis (TB), such as rifabutin (Mycobutin®) 
• inhaled steroid medicines, such as fl uticasone propionate 

(Flonase®) 
• inhaled medicines such as salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol 

in combination with fl uticasone propionate (Advair®). Your doctor 
may need to change to a different medicine 

• medicines for gout, such as colchicine (Colcrys®) 
• medicines to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), such as 

bosentan (Tracleer®) or tadalafi l (Adcirca®) 
• pain medicines, such as fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, Fentora®) 

and methadone 
If you are not sure if you are taking a medicine above, ask 
your doctor.

How should I take KALETRA?
• Take KALETRA every day exactly as prescribed by your doctor.
• It is very important to set up a dosing schedule and follow it every 

day.
• Do not change your treatment or stop treatment without fi rst 

talking with your doctor.
• Swallow KALETRA tablets whole. Do not chew, break, or crush 

KALETRA tablets.
• KALETRA tablets can be taken with or without food.
• If you are taking both Videx® (didanosine) and KALETRA:

° didanosine can be taken at the same time as KALETRA tablets, 
without food.

° take didanosine either one hour before or two hours after taking 
KALETRA oral solution.

• Do not miss a dose of KALETRA. This could make the virus harder 
to treat. If you forget to take KALETRA, take the missed dose 
right away. If it is almost time for your next dose, do not take the 
missed dose. Instead, follow your regular dosing schedule by 
taking your next dose at its regular time. Do not take more than 
one dose of KALETRA at one time. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of KALETRA, call your 
local poison control center or emergency room right away.

• Take KALETRA oral solution with food to help it work better.
• If KALETRA is being used for your child, tell your doctor if your 

child’s weight changes.
• KALETRA should not be given one time each day in children. 

When giving KALETRA to your child, give KALETRA exactly as 
prescribed. 

• KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and a large 
amount of alcohol. KALETRA oral solution should not be given to 
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babies younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks it is 
right for your baby.
° If a young child drinks more than the recommended dose, it 

could make them sick. Contact your local poison control center 
or emergency room right away. 

° Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take metronidazole 
or disulfi ram. You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you 
take these medicines with KALETRA. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get more from your 
doctor or pharmacy. It is important not to run out of KALETRA. The 
amount of HIV-1 virus in your blood may increase if the medicine 
is stopped for even a short time. The virus may become resistant 
to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• KALETRA can be taken with acid reducing agents used for 
heartburn or refl ux such as omeprazole (Prilosec®) and ranitidine 
(Zantac®) with no dose adjustment. 

• KALETRA should not be administered once daily in combination 
with carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®). 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection. KALETRA does not 
stop you from passing HIV infection to others. Do not share needles, 
other injection equipment or personal items that can have blood 
or body fl uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or 
blood. 

What are the possible side effects of KALETRA?
KALETRA can cause serious side effects. 
• See “What is the most important information I should know 

about KALETRA?”
• Liver problems. Liver problems, including death, can happen 

in people who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with liver 
disease such as Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any of these signs and symptoms of liver 
problems:
° loss of appetite
° yellow skin and whites of eyes (jaundice)
° dark-colored urine
° pale colored stools, itchy skin
° stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis). Some people 
who take KALETRA get infl ammation of the pancreas which may 
be serious and cause death. You have a higher chance of getting 
pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain while taking KALETRA. These 
may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Increases in certain fat (triglycerides and cholesterol) levels 
in your blood. Large increases of triglycerides and cholesterol 
can be seen in blood test results of some people who take 
KALETRA. The long-term chance of getting complications such 
as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in triglycerides and 
cholesterol caused by protease inhibitors is not known at this 
time. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia). Some people 
who take protease inhibitors including KALETRA get new or more 
serious diabetes, or high blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you notice 
an increase in thirst or urinate often while taking KALETRA. 

• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat in some people who 
take antiretroviral therapy. These changes may include increased 
amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), 
breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms and 

face may also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of 
these conditions are not known at this time. 

• Increased bleeding for hemophiliacs. Some people with 
hemophilia have increased bleeding with protease inhibitors 
including KALETRA. 

• Increased risk of certain problems when you take medicines 
used for the treatment of erectile problems such as sildenafil 
(Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), or vardenafil (Levitra®) with 
KALETRA:
° low blood pressure. If you get dizzy or faint, you need to lie 

down. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, or have fainting spells.
° vision changes. Tell your doctor right away if you have vision 

changes.
° penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If you are a male 

and have an erection that lasts longer than 4 hours, get medical 
help right away to avoid permanent damage to your penis. Your 
doctor can explain these symptoms to you. 

• Allergic reactions. Skin rashes, some of them severe, can occur 
in people who take KALETRA. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
had a rash when you took another medicine for your HIV infection 
or if you notice any skin rash when you take KALETRA. 

• Babies taking KALETRA oral solution may have side effects. 
KALETRA oral solution contains alcohol and propylene glycol. Call 
your doctor right away if your baby appears too sleepy or their 
breathing has changed. 

Common side effects of KALETRA include: 
• diarrhea
• nausea
• stomach area (abdominal) pain
• feeling weak
• vomiting
• headache
• upset stomach
These are not all of the possible side effects of KALETRA. For more 
information, ask your doctor or pharmacist. Tell your doctor about 
any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

How should I store KALETRA?
KALETRA tablets:
• Store KALETRA tablets at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F 

(15°C to 30°C).
• Do not keep KALETRA tablets out of the container it comes in for 

longer than 2 weeks, especially in areas where there is a lot of 
humidity. Keep the container closed tightly. 

KALETRA oral solution:
• Store KALETRA oral solution in a refrigerator, between 36°F to 46°F 

(2°C to 8°C). KALETRA oral solution that is kept refrigerated may 
be used until the expiration date printed on the label. 

• KALETRA oral solution that is stored at room temperature (less 
than 77°F or 25°C) should be used within 2 months.

• Keep KALETRA away from high heat.
Throw away any medicine that is out of date or that you no longer 
need.
Keep KALETRA and all medicines out of the reach of children.
General information about KALETRA
KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. The long-term effects of 
KALETRA are not known at this time. People taking KALETRA may 
still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen 
with HIV-1 infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, 
herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections.

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those 
listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use KALETRA for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give KALETRA to other people, 
even if they have the same condition you have. It may harm them. 
This Medication Guide summarizes the most important information 
about KALETRA. If you would like more information, talk with your 
doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for information 
about KALETRA that is written for health professionals. For more 
information about KALETRA call 1-800-633-9110 or go to 
www.KALETRA.com. 

What are the ingredients in KALETRA? 
Active ingredient: lopinavir and ritonavir
Inactive ingredients: 
KALETRA 200 mg lopinavir and 50 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: hypromellose, 
titanium dioxide, polyethylene glycol 400, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
talc, colloidal silicon dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, yellow ferric 
oxide 172, and polysorbate 80. 
KALETRA 100 mg lopinavir and 25 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: polyvinyl 
alcohol, titanium dioxide, talc, polytheylene glycol 3350, and yellow 
ferric oxide E172. 
KALETRA oral solution: acesulfame potassium, alcohol, artifi cial 
cotton candy fl avor, citric acid, glycerin, high fructose corn syrup, 
Magnasweet-110 fl avor, menthol, natural and artifi cial vanilla fl avor, 
peppermint oil, polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil, povidone, 
propylene glycol, saccharin sodium, sodium chloride, sodium 
citrate, and water. 
KALETRA oral solution contains 42.4% alcohol (v/v). “See 
How should I take KALETRA?”. 
2011, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
* The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners 
and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. The makers of 
these brands are not affi liated with and do not endorse Abbott 
Laboratories or its products. 
KALETRA Tablets, 200 mg lopinavir/50 mg ritonavir
Manufactured by Abbott Pharmaceuticals PR Ltd., 
Barceloneta, PR 00617
for Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A.
KALETRA Tablets, 100 mg lopinavir/25 mg ritonavir and KALETRA 
Oral Solution
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
Ref: 03-A465-R10
Revised: February, 2011
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The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

 

2 0 %  O f f   
F i r s t  A p p o i n t m e n t  

an eco-friendly salon offering  
color, cut, styling and full nail services 

opening june 1st  

L i s a  B a s t a  -  O w n e r / S t y l i s t  

tuesday– friday 10am -  7pm  
saturday 10am - 4pm  
3 0 2  w  3 0 t h  s t r e e t   
4 4 3 . 7 0 8 . 2 4 6 9  

Summer 
Must-Haves!

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

As we celebrate the beginning of summer 
and summer vacations, I wanted to share 
with you the top must-have items on the 
Domestic Dandy’s list for summer fun!

1) A nice tan! As the sun can be way too 
damaging to our skin, I use Jergen’s Natural 
Glow Foaming Daily Moisturizer to attain a 
nice subtle tan. It’s also a wonderful body 
moisturizer and dries quickly so you can 
dress immediately after applying!

2) A Fun beach read! Whether you are 
looking for a trashy or serious novel, one al-
ways needs to carry something to read to 

the beach. Not only does 
it keep one’s mind occu-
pied, but it also comes 
in handy when sneak-
ing furtive glances at your 
neighbor!

For the history buff 
I recommend london 
and New York by Edward 
Rutherfurd for some fun 

reading on the history of 
these two great cities.

If you’re looking for a 
book that is not going to 
last you until next sum-
mer, try reading Austin 
Grossman’s, Soon i Will 
Be invincible. It’s a fun 
fast-paced read about the 
trials and tribulations of 
the superhuman that are 
all too human behind their masks. 

And for the mystery fan, I recommend 
angelology by Danielle 
Trussoni. An exciting read 
involving the offspring of 
angels and mortal woman. 

3) A great beach tow-
el – Any trip to the beach 
is not complete without a 
nice beach towel. The Zip-
Zac beach towel is perfect 
for those surfside retreats. 

It’s not only a soft and thick terry cloth tow-
el, but it also contains a water resistant zip-

pered pocket to store your wallet, keys or mp3 
player and keep the sand away! Find one at 
Zip-zac.com.

4) A fun beach bag to carry it all in! 
When headed out to the beach or the pool 
don’t forget to carry all 
of your accouterments 
in a stylish bag. My hus-
band found this bag for 
me in Costa Rica! I love 
the natural sugarcane 
weave and it has plen-
ty of room for all my essentials. I’ve also found 
some great bags at Ebags.com. t

read more at www.domesticdandy.com.
The domestic dandy list!

Bal imore welcomes 
your family wi h 
pride. There are so many surprises for families in Baltimore, even 

the most energetic kids have a hard time keeping up. You 

can take them to the dolphin show and the new jellyfi sh 

exhibit at the National Aquarium. Then explore dinosaurs 

at the Maryland Science Center. If they’re not too tuckered 

out, they can meet the polar bears at the Maryland Zoo, 

climb a three-story tree house at Port Discovery Children’s 

Museum, get up close and personal with pop culture icons 

at Geppi’s Entertainment Museum or ride the rails at the 

B&O Railroad Museum. To learn more about all of the 

unexpected things to do, call 1-877-Bal imore 

or visit Bal imore.org/lgb . 

Celebra e Bal imore Pride, June 17-19, 2011 • Learn more a  Bal imore.org/lgb .
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HEALTH AND wELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Dear Dr. Eva,
My new partner is into eco-travel. He 

takes a couple of trips a year, often to plac-
es I’ve barely heard of and definitely wouldn’t 
have thought of as vacation destinations. 
He wants me to go with him. I’ve travelled 
to Europe and Canada, but never to unde-
veloped countries. He’s planning a trip to 
Africa later this year and one to Peru next 
year. Until now I’ve been perfectly happy to 
experience places like that via the National 
Geographic and Discovery Channels!

Aren’t 3rd world countries basically cess-
pools of disease? Aren’t there all kinds of in-
curable diseases in those places that were 
eliminated in this country centuries ago? 
What about terrorists and violence? How can 
I make my sweetie happy without risking my 
health or my life? 

First World Guy

Dear First World Guy,
The real risks of travel aren’t the dramat-

ic ones you’re thinking of. The most common 
problems that ruin exotic vacations are:

• Environmental illness (like altitude 
sickness, see below)

• Traveler’s gastroenteritis (vomiting, 
diarrhea)

• Accidents.
Exotic diseases and terrorism are almost 

as rare among US travelers visiting less de-
veloped countries as they are here at home. 
Did you know that many people in Europe, 
Australia and Canada are afraid to travel to 
the US because there is so much more vi-
olent crime here than in their home coun-
tries? The most important things you can do 
to keep yourself healthy while in other coun-
tries are surprisingly simple. In fact, they are 
the same habits that will keep you healthy 
here at home.

Environmental illness is a fancy way of 
saying that people often get sick when they 
go to a new climate. Sunburn is the most fre-
quent form of environmental illness and one 
of the commonest cases of ruined vacations 

(not to mention skin cancer.) The most ef-
fective sun protection is to wear a hat with a 
brim and a neck covering, lightweight long-
sleeved shirt and pants, plus sun block on 
your face and all exposed areas, including 
your feet and ankles if you wear sandals. If 
your travel plans allow it, try stay out of the 
sun between 11 am and 3 pm.

Altitude sickness is caused by travel to 
high altitudes like Nepal, the Andes or the 
Rocky Mountains. The first signs are light-
headedness, nausea and headache. If the 
early signs are ignored, at very high alti-
tudes altitude sickness can rapidly progress 
to death from fluid accumulation in the lungs 
and swelling of the brain. The treatment is 
to relocate down to a lower altitude at the 
first sign of illness. Altitude sickness can be 
avoided by spending a day or two resting at 
the new altitude before doing any climbing or 
other exercise, then gradually increasing ex-
ercise day by day.

Travel-associated gastroenteritis is of-
ten referred to as “travelers’ diarrhea” or 
“Montezuma’s Revenge.” It is sometimes 
caused by toxin-producing bacteria, but can 
also be caused just by sudden exposure to a 
new group of bacteria species that would not 
make you sick if you were exposed to them 
gradually over a period of time. Your best 
approach is to make a serious effort to limit 
your exposure to new bacteria.

There are several ways people get ex-
posed to harmful bacterial. You may already 
be aware of the risk of bacteria on uncooked 
fruit and vegetables (avoid salads!) and in 
unclean water. You might even be aware that 
you should clean your hands after shaking 
hands. But do you remember to wash your 
hands after handling money? Contamination 
of paper money is one of the common-
est ways people are exposed to bacteria. 
Always wash your hands or use hand cleans-
er after handling money. Be aware of what 
you drink: choose bottled or canned drinks, 
and make sure they are opened in front of 
you. Remember that some bacteria and vi-
ruses can live in ice. Drink your beverage 
warm if you have to, but don’t pour it over 
ice made from tap water that could be con-
taminated. Although the mango carved into 
a flower and served on a stick may look de-
licious, you would be much better off to buy 
your own fruit in the market and wash it with 
soap before peeling it with your own clean 
knife. Produce that can’t be peeled, like ber-
ries, should be avoided. Even boiled food, 
like an ear of corn, can become dangerous 
in the short time it takes for the vendor’s un-
washed hands to remove it from the pot and 

Safer International 
Travel

—continued on page 24
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TRANSGENDER COMMUNITy 
DIvIDED OvER PENDING BILL

– CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

Shop for Mother’s Day: Grace Church Country 
Fair, Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., featuring 
plants, baked goods, and much more. Proceeds go to mission 
outreach here in Baltimore City and around the world. 

Bring your mother to church!   
Mother’s Day, May 8, 10 a.m.

Celebrate with us! May 22, 10 a.m. worship 
service. First annual Reconciling Ministries Service 
to celebrate Grace’s decision to become a Reconciling 
Congregation to work for the full inclusion of LGBT persons.

Grace United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

5407 N Charles Street at Northern Parkway 
410.433.6650   |   www.GraceUnitedMethodist.org

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

MAY 8
“Turbo Capitalism and Ethical Culture”

MAY 15
“Acting on your Values

through Organized Action”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce the 
opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
Join us  every Sunday 1:00 PM at Divine Liturgy at First Unitarian UC, 12 W. Franklin Street  
(corner of Charles and Franklin Streets in Downtown Baltimore). For more information, 
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Celebrate With Us!  
MAY 22, 10 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

First annual Reconciling Ministries Service to celebrate Grace’s 
decision to become a Reconciling Congregation to work for the full 
inclusion of LGBT persons.

Grace United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation with Open Hearts,Open Minds,Open Doors

5407 N Charles Street at Northern Parkway 
410.433.6650   |   www.GraceUnitedMethodist.org

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)
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www.BaltimoreCity.gov410.396.3835

FROM THE OFFICE OF MAYOR STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE

WISHING BALTIMORE
A Happy Pride 2011
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Slainte Irish Pub 
and Restaurant lo-
cated in Historic 
Fells Point has 
made some chang-
es- new chef and 
new menu. You may 
have heard of the 

talented chef Bill Crouse, formally of Sotto Sopra, is making 
delightful changes to the menu.

Before your meal comes check out some of the appetiz-
ers that will tantalize your taste buds:

Ploughman’s platter ($14) with smoked fish, cheeses, 
charcuterie, and homemade relish and spread served with 
toast points. Not only is the plating and presentation appeal-
ing to your eyes, but also so are the flavors of each item.

Sautéed mussels ($9) – P.E.I mussels with tomatoes, ba-
sil and garlic in a white wine butter. The sauce is perfect for 
soaking up with toast points and the not one grain of grit was 
found in any of the mussels I sampled. The aroma itself will 
leave you drooling.

Guinness onion soup ($6) – Au gratin with Guinness 
cheddar is full of flavor.

Now if you haven’t filled yourself up on one of the mouth 
watering appetizers then you will find yourself enjoy these 
entrees:

Fish ’n’ chips ($16) – Two portions of Heavy Seas classic 
lager battered cod, potato wedges and Slainte slaw, and of 
course vinegar on the side. This fish ’n’ chips ranks among 
my top 3 and won’t let you down- moist, crisp and slightly 
sweet. The Slainte slaw is a crowd pleaser, made from Chef 
Crouse’s granny’s secret recipe passed down in his family- 
freshly made, light on the mayo and included lots of pickles 
pieces you could actually see.

Dubliner cheddar mac & cheese ($13) – baked shells and 
topped with braised pork shoulder is creamy and the pair-
ing of the mac & cheese with the pork is perfectly matched.

Don’t overindulge yourself, get a doggie bag because 
you will want to try some dessert like the

Guinness bread pudding ($8) – bread pudding is always 
a comfort item on the top of my list and this hit the spot.

I love sitting upstairs here at one of the tables by the window 
because of the wonderful view of the Harbor and Fells Point. The 
walls are adorned with Irish décor and memorabilia. t

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

By jORGE TREvIANO
If there’s one thing Sariah knows how to do, it’s tell love sto-
ries. Not the kind where girl meets boy and they live happi-
ly ever after. Sariah, whom fans have dubbed The Queen of 
Hearts, sings a more realistic, modern day love story; where 
girls hook up on one night stands and drink body shots off 
one another. She performs her new single, all about Sex, at 
Baltimore Gay Pride on Saturday June 18.

“For so long, only bad girls talked openly about sex,” 

says Sariah. “I’m the first good girl to tackle the subject be-
cause believe it or not, we good girls enjoy it too.”

Sariah aims to be the fire of this year’s Pride and she 
wants her music to be its anthem.

Jorge Treviano: What made you want to be the queen of 
nightlife? 

S: It is where my heart is. I love the passion, the freedom 
to express one’s self, the sexiness, the mystery, and the ex-
citement of nightlife. 

jT: Who are some of your nightlife inspirations? 
S: Deborah Cox and Whitney Houston.
jT: What are the ways of club life every clubber must 

learn? 
S: Every clubber must learn to talk the talk, walk the 

walk, and dance until the sun comes up.

jT: How do you feel about comparisons to 
Britney? 

S: They don’t bother me at all because 
she is a huge pop sensation. My fans are able to hear the 
difference when I sing my ballads and perform unplugged. 

jT: Your last track was Deep N Love. Was the song about 
a stripper?

S: That is the first time I have gotten that question and 
I love it! Deep N Luv was about my first experiences when I 
moved to New York City. I loved putting on my sexiest out-
fit and heading to the hottest club to hear my favorite song, 
dance all night, and fall for a beautiful stranger. 

jT: You are a gay man.
S: I wish.
jT: You go from releasing Deep N Love to now, 

All About Sex. 
S: (Laughing) I guess I am a gay man!
jT: What kind of relationship is more damaging: 

one where you’re deep in love or one that’s all about 
the nookie? 

S: Love brings excitement, joy, and butterflies but 
it also brings heartbreak, pain, and suffering. A sexu-
al relationship brings instant satisfaction and lust, but 
it can also bring attachment if you’re not careful. So 
my answer would have to be, it depends on the indi-
viduals involved. 

jT: Have you ever been in a relationship that was 
all about sex? 

S: Yes, it was great at first because everything 
was straight to the point and there were no questions 

asked. But once he began inquiring about my personal life, 
things got tricky. 

jT: How did it end? 
S: I stopped returning his texts. 
jT: What’s the deeper message behind all about Sex? 
S: Free love is totally legit. Don’t be ashamed to have a 

sexual relationship with that special somebody.
jT: Is it possible to find love on the dance floor?
S: I found my “all about sex” man on the dance floor. I 

also found my first boyfriend on the dance floor. Most of my 
ballads are about him and his mysterious ways. That is a 
whole ‘nother album!

jT: How true-to-life are your songs? 
S: They are all 200% true to life.
jT: Are you a gay advocate? 

S: Heck yeah. I’ve been 
to more gay pride events than 
Kathy Griffin. Well, no, she’s 
probably been to more but 
I’ve been to a lot!

jT: We can’t wait to see 
you at ours!

S: Oh honey, just you 
wait. Baltimore will never be 
the same. t

Sariah performs the main 
stage at Baltimore Gay Pride 
Saturday, June 18 at 7:30 p.m., 
then at eden’s lounge (15 W. 
eager Street) and the Hippo. 
Visit Sariahmusicnow.com

The Queen of Hearts
LIvELy ARTS // MUSIC DINING

Slainte Irish Pub and Restaurant
1700 Thames Street, Baltimore, MD 21231
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TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE!
Box Offi ce 443.840.ARTS (2787)

OR ONLINE AT www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit 

COCKPIT
IN COURT

THE SECRET GARDEN
MAINSTAGE THEATRE
JUNE 17 TO JULY 3

OVER THE RIVER AND 
THROUGH THE WOODS
CABARET THEATRE: 
JUNE 24 TO JULY 3

By CHUCk DUNCAN
In the follow-up to the record-breaking hit comedy The 
Hangover, Phil (Bradley Cooper), Stu (Ed Helms), Alan 
(Zach Galifianakis) and Doug (Justin Bartha) travel to exot-

ic Thailand for Stu’s wedding. After the unforgettable bache-
lor party in Las Vegas, Stu is taking no chances and has opt-
ed for a safe, subdued pre-wedding brunch. However, things 
don’t always go as planned. What happens in Vegas may 
stay in Vegas, but what happens in Bangkok can’t even be 
imagined.

I am a latecomer to The Hangover, having only watched 
it in preparation for the sequel. I mean, I’ve heard nothing but 
great things about it and it is the highest grossing R-rated 
comedy in history, but watching the movie at home on DVD 
… well, it just wasn’t as funny as I expected it to be. I thought 
that maybe it was because this was one of those movies you 
have to see with a crowd, and I’m still coming down from the 
sheer hilarity of Bridesmaids. I got a couple of chuckles from 
it, but I just didn’t think it was fall out of your seat, gasp for 
air funny. Needless to say, my expectations for Part II were 
low, at best.

And then the movie started … and I felt like I was re-
watching the first movie all over again! The location is dif-

ferent and Stu is the one getting married (and not Heather 
Graham’s Vegas stripper … as he should have … since they 
technically were already married) and this time they’ve lost 
Stu’s soon-to-be brother-in-law Teddy, but everything about 

the sequel is taken 
from the blueprint of 
the first movie from 
Phil’s phone call to 
Doug’s (now) wife to 
the flashback to the 
realization of where 
Teddy is. And in-
stead of a tiger in the 
hotel room, there’s 
a monkey who real-
ly steals the show. 
Even Senor Chang... 
I mean Mr. Chow 
(Ken Jeong) some-
how manages to get 
worked into the plot, 
and there are several 
actors from the first 

movie playing new roles in this one (and one “surprise” cam-
eo from someone also in the first movie).

Even though I really didn’t like the first movie, I appre-
ciated the memento-like puz-
zle of the plot and how the 
guys had to keep retracing 
their steps to figure out what 
happened and where they 
left Doug. It was really intri-
cate and as far as I could tell, 
the pieces really fit together. 
In this one, the guys are left 
more to flounder in Bangkok 
with only a hint of a clue now 
and then to help them along. 

It was actually pretty frus-
trating, especially at one point 
when they learn that they ba-
sically destroyed a city block 

I wish I had blacked out during The Hangover Part II
LIvELy ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

of nightclubs, shops and police cars but there is only a fleet-
ing glimpse of the action from a cell phone video. In the first 
movie, each clue led the guys to their next destination, but 
this time each clue seems to lead to a dead end that results 
in either Phil or Stu screaming in frustration … and that got 
real old, real fast.

By the end of the movie I figured out why I really wasn’t 
laughing when other people around me were … none of 
these characters is truly likable. Phil is just a miserable per-
son, Stu is boring (until he gets drugged and then he just be-
comes an a-hole), Alan is just dangerous and Doug is … a 
non-entity (poor Justin Bartha really gets the short end of the 
stick in both movies). These are not people I have enjoyed 
spending four hours of my life with (but I wouldn’t complain 
about a little one-on-one with Bradley Cooper). There’s noth-
ing endearing about any of them as compared to, say, Kristin 
Wiig’s character in Bridesmaids. For a movie like this to re-
ally work, you have to either like or identify with someone in 
the movie and I don’t. 

I actually feel like I had a hangover after sitting through 
the movie and that’s not a good feeling. When the funniest 
part of the movie are the stills that play during the end cred-
its, then there is a major problem. I know there are a lot of 
people out there who think the first movie is a comedy clas-
sic and will probably enjoy this one, but these are two “hang-
overs” I’d much rather forget. t

Strategic Management Consulting, LLC, a certified MBE, 
ensures non-profits, small businesses, and other groups 
run more efficiently in order to accomplish their goals 
effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net  443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
Strategic Planning Implementation, and Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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Gibb joins Eddie Vedder on it Happened Today. That’s queer 
diva Peaches on alligator_aviator_autopilot_antimatter and 
the iconic Patti Smith can be heard on discoverer and the 
mostly spoken word track Blue (which reprises discoverer). 

Like Lance Bass of boy band *NSYNC, Jonathan Knight 
of New Kids on The Block, also came out as gay. Now 
teamed up with Backstreet Boys, the New Kids, now known 
as NKOTB, are touring as a boys-to-
men co-headlining musical group. 
The album NKOTBSB (Columbia/Jive/
Legacy) makes the merger complete, 
with five NKOTB hits (Step By Step, 
You Got it (The right Stuff), Please 
don’t Go Girl, Hangin’ Tough and i’ll Be 
loving You) alternating with an equal 
number of those by BSB (i Want it That 
Way, everybody (Backstreet’s Back), 
as long as You love me, larger Than life and Quit Playing 
Games). The most remarkable thing is the way a few of the 
older NKOTB tracks hold up better than those more recent 
ones by BSB. Further cementing the partnership art new 
NKOTBSB collaborations all in my Head and don’t Turn Out 
the lights.

Exes and ohs – Credited to k.d. lang and the Siss Boom 
Bang, the joyous Sing it loud (Nonesuch) finds the out diva 
fronting her first official band since the late Reclines. As a 
musical unit, they sound spectacular, providing the marvel-
ous material with a solid backbone. There’s a contemporary 
vintage vibe to the brilliant and sexy opener i confess, in 
which lang offers to be your daddy, that would make Amy 
Winehouse drool (more than she already does). The mod-
ern retro style continues on a Sleep With No dreaming and 
The Water’s edge. Exceptional tunes such as electrically 
charged Sugar Buzz and the striking title cut, as well as psy-
chedelic twang of Habit of mind and Sorrow Nevermore are 
notable for the way effortlessly ventures in new directions 
with the most delightful results. And as an interpreter of other 
people’s songs, something for which lang has gained an in-
comparable reputation, she once again proves herself to be 
at the height of her skills with her heavenly reading of Talking 
Heads’ Heaven. 

Leisha Hailey (Alice from The L Word) and k.d. lang were 
a couple when Leisha was in the duo the Murmurs (You Suck, 
i’m a mess). In fact, lang co-produced the Murmurs’ sec-
ond album Pristine Smut. Hailey must like being in a duo be-

cause her latest musical con-
figuration, the electronic Uh 
Huh Her consists of Hailey 
and Camila Grey. While we 
wait patiently for Nocturnes, 
Uh Huh Her’s new full-length 
release, we have the six-song 
EP Black and Blue (Plaid) to 
hold us over. Highlights such 
as the title track, Philosophy, 
Fascination” and No Sacrifice 
hold promise for what 
Nocturnes holds in store.

wailers and warblers 
– Leave it to the amazing 
Brandi Carlile to record a live 

By GREGG SHAPIRO
Oh, boys – When Michael Stipe, of college rock gods R.E.M., 
came out, he joined the ranks of other luminaries such as 
Husker Du’s Bob Mould and Grant Hart and American Music 
Club’s Mark Eitzel, as gay men fronting rock bands. And 
guess what? It didn’t have any effect on R.E.M.’s populari-

ty or creativity. With the 25th anniversary of the band’s Life’s 
Rich Pageant disc, featuring classics such as Fall On me 
and a cover of Superman, on the horizon, R.E.M. takes a dis-
appointing step backwards with Collapse Into Now (Warner 
Brothers). 

After the energetic and engaging return of accelerate, 
collapse into Now isn’t as lifeless as around The Sun or Up, 
but it’s a long way from automatic For The People. Darkly 
rocking opener discoverer has a vaguely familiar ring and all 
The Best maintains the mood and then the band shifts into 
acoustic gear for Überlin and Oh my Heart. 

Since we already know that R.E.M. is as comfortable 
rocking out as they are mellowing out (see every day is Yours 
To Win), the disappointment comes in not learning anything 
else. There is no new ground being broken. However, what 
sets the album apart from previous R.E.M. releases is the 
array of guest artists. Out Hidden Cameras front man Joel 

album as unique as Live at Benaroya Hall with the Seattle 
Symphony (Columbia). Bracketed by Elton John (Sixty Years 
On) and Leonard Cohen (Hallelujah) covers, and featuring 
a reading of Simon & Garfunkel’s The Sounds of Silence, 
the concert recording features belter Carlile performing her 
country-rock tunes backed by her band and a symphony or-
chestra to great effect. Signature songs such as looking 

Out, Before it Breaks, i Will, dreams” 
and The Story actually gain vigor and 
emotional impact in this setting. Even if 
you are not a fan of live albums, this is a 
must. You won’t regret it.

As if the TV show Glee wasn’t al-
ready gay enough for you (or too gay, 
according to the piece of dreck Glenn 
Beck), Glee: The Music Presents The 
Warblers (Columbia), is an all-male 

(!) affair, featuring lovebirds Kurt (Chris Colfer) and Blaine 
(Darren Criss). Actually, it’s Criss who dominates, singing the 
lead on Teenage dream (and making the Katy Perry song far-
less cloying), Bills, Bills, Bills, Silly love Songs, Somewhere 
Only We Know and daring to take on Streisand on What Kind 
of Fool. Openly gay Colfer solos on the Beatles Blackbird 
and duets with Criss on candles and animal.

All that jazz – Pianist and composer Fred Hersch is 
one of the three best known, greatly admired, openly gay 
contemporary jazz musicians (along with Gary Burton and 
Andy Bey). His studio recordings, particularly those from 
his ’90s Nonesuch period, are among the most highly re-
garded in the genre. Documenting the second solo pia-
no gig Hersch played at the legendary Village Vanguard 
in New York City, the live recording Alone at the Vanguard 
(Palmetto) is culled from the dozen sets he performed over 
the course of six nights in 2005. In addition to stellar ren-
ditions of in The Wee Small Hours of The morning, eubie 
Blake’s memories of You and Thelonious Monk’s Work, 
Hersch performs sensational originals including down 
Home, lee’s dream and Pastoral, making this an essential 
recording for every music lover. 

Now in his sixth decade of recording, the aforementioned 
vibes mastermind Gary Burton returns with his first studio album 
in six years, Common 
Ground (Mack 
Avenue). Credited 
to the New Gary 
Burton Quartet (fea-
turing Scott Colley 
on bass, Julian Lage 
on guitar and Antonio 
Sanchez on drums), 
the focus is firmly on 
Burton’s magnificent 
mallet work, which 
comes through loud 
and clear on the ti-
tle number as well 
as Never The Same 
Way, etude, last 
Snow, did You Get 
it? and in Your Quiet 
Place. t

Big-time Queers
LIvELy ARTS // MUSIC

Brandi Carlile

Fred Hersch
photo: Jimmy Katz
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An Easy Way to Connect
Tripping, a social travel site with members 
in more than 100 countries, announced the 
launch of the IGLTA Tripping Network, a 
platform that allows LGBT travelers to con-
nect with each other for 
conversation, shared 
cups of coffee and even 
home stays all around 
the world. The site is free 
and its mission is to make 
the world a better place 
through cultural exchange. 

Built on a social networking platform, 
Tripping gives travelers a safe and easy 
way to meet local people who are interest-
ed in meeting up for a drink, showing them 
around and even providing a spare room 
or sofa. As LGBT travelers can sometimes 
face additional challenges and safety issues, 
Tripping is dedicated to providing LGBT trav-
elers with a safe space to connect with oth-
er LGBT travelers, businesses and locals all 
over the world.

Keeping members safe is a top prior-

ity; therefore, Tripping offers a wide range 
of safety mechanisms through its TripSafe 
Program, including references, anonymous 
ratings, video validation and an emergency 

hotline for all its members.
“Imagine traveling to 

a new country and being 
welcomed by locals who 
introduce you to their fa-
vorite LGBT-friendly spots 
and even invite you into 

their homes to share a meal or sleep in their 
spare room,” said Jen O’Neal, Co-Founder 
and CEO of Tripping. “Tripping is all about 
facilitating cross-cultural connections and 
we’re excited to offer members of the LGBT 
community a safe way to connect with each 
other all around the globe.”

IGLTA, as the leading global organization 
dedicated to connecting businesses in the 
LGBT tourism industry, is also excited to pro-
vide its members with a new, safe and easy 
way to connect while traveling. 

“One of our primary goals for fall 2011 

TRAvEL

TRIPPING NETWORK GIVES LGBT TRAVELERS and beyond is to grow our database of gay 
and lesbian travelers and help them to more 
easily connect with our LGBT-welcoming 
member businesses,” says John Tanzella, 
President/CEO of IGLTA. “This partnership 
is an excellent opportunity to grow our IGLTA 
travel community on a global scale while 
bringing our members together, both online 
and in person.” t

Find Tripping on the web at Tripping.
com; Twitter.com/Tripping; Facebook.com/
Tripping. Find the Tripping iGlTa Network at 
https://www.tripping.com/network/iglta

 Let us help you acquire 
the vehicles and 

equipment you need to 
grow your business

 Utilize our Equipment 
& Commercial Vehicle 

Lease Finance Solutions

 Local Company Serving 
Greater Baltimore Area 

Businesses for over 
35 years 

CALL NANCY OR ALLAN: 1.800.733.5529
OR EMAIL: customerservice@madisoncapital.com  |  WWW.MadisonCapital.COM

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
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SomedayBaltimore.com

Breakfast in Hampden, bike ride through Gwynns Falls, art gallery in 
Hamilton, then back to Hampden for midnight tater tots. All before 
heading home to make salsa for tomorrow’s housewarming party.

Some stories can only be told in Baltimore. City home prices are historically low and 
interest rates are, too. At Live Baltimore, we can help you buy now. We’ll match you with 

homebuying incentives, renovation information, neighborhood profiles, and more. 

So if  you’ve ever told yourself, “Someday I’ll own my own place,” get in touch.
Because someday is now.

By wOODy DERRICkS
As you file away your forms and schedules 
at the end of the tax season, it’s a good time 
to take a closer look at the big picture of your 
financial structure and tidy up where need-
ed. Here’s a checklist of key considerations 
to help you get started.

Lay a balanced investment ground-
work. Does your current asset allocation – 
the mix of securities in your investment port-
folio – still match your risk tolerance and time 
horizon? Stock market performance over the 
past few years may have altered the value of 
your stock holdings above or below the lev-
el you had originally intended. If so, consid-
er rebalancing, either by selling some of your 
stock or bond investments or by purchasing 
more stock, bond or cash investments.

Create a nest for the future. Rather 
than just hoping you’ll have enough for a 
comfortable retirement, take some time to 
calculate how much you’ll need – and how 
much you’ll need to save. Your financial pro-
fessional can help you establish a realistic 
accumulation goal and ensure that you’re on 

course to reach it.
Check your family’s security system. 

Insurance can help protect you and your loved 
ones from the costs of accidents, illness, dis-
ability, and death. It’s an important part of any 
sound financial plan. However, your individual 
need for coverage will depend on your person-
al circumstances, including your age, family, 
and financial situation. A young, single person, 
for example, may not need much life insur-
ance. A person with a growing family, on the 
other hand, may need to ensure adequate fi-
nancial protection for loved ones.

Preserve the assets you’ve accumu-
lated. You may not enjoy thinking about 
what will happen after you’re gone, but fail-
ing to plan could cost your family and loved 
ones. A sound estate plan can help preserve 
your assets and keep them from being un-
necessarily reduced by taxes. The IRS cur-
rently allows transfers of up to $5,000,000 
in assets federally tax free. While that may 
sound like a limit you’ll never approach, if 
you tally the appreciated value of your re-
tirement assets, your home, and your other 

yOUR MONEy

holdings, you may find otherwise. Your es-
tate plan should include an up-to-date will 
and may make use of tools for charitable giv-
ing and joint ownership of property.

Debt can threaten the foundation. 
While you’re putting the rest of your financial 
plan in order, don’t neglect credit card bal-
ances or other outstanding debt. Consider 
ways to either reduce your debt or manage 

it better. For example, you might be able to 
save on interest charges by consolidating 
and transferring your credit card balance or 
by refinancing your mortgage.

Your financial house is a complex struc-
ture that needs regular upkeep. By staying 
on top of things and keeping you financial 
house in order, you’ll be well on your way to 
reaching your goals. t

Woody derricks, of Partnership Wealth 
management, 410-732-2633, is a certified fi-
nancial planner. 

Spring Cleaning Put your financial house in order

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN
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     Equal Housing Lender. SunTrust Mortgage, Inc., 901 Semmes Avenue, Richmond, VA 23224 is licensed by the Department of Corpora-
tions under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; is an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee; is a Lender in Massachusetts hav-
ing Mortgage Lender license #s ML1216, ML0133, ML1432, ML1914, ML1913, ML1815, ML2411, ML1214, ML2442, ML2491, and ML2538; 
is licensed by the New Hampshire Banking Department; is licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance, toll free 1-800-
330-4684; is a licensed lender in Rhode Island; and is doing business in Arizona as Crestar Mortgage, 7250 N. 16th Street, Ste. 100, Phoenix, 
AZ 85020. ©2010 SunTrust, SunTrust Mortgage, and Live Solid. Bank Solid. are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik

SOLID
IS HERE TO HELP
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The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

 

2 0 %  O f f   
F i r s t  A p p o i n t m e n t  

an eco-friendly salon offering  
color, cut, styling and full nail services 

opening june 1st  

L i s a  B a s t a  -  O w n e r / S t y l i s t  

tuesday– friday 10am -  7pm  
saturday 10am - 4pm  
3 0 2  w  3 0 t h  s t r e e t   
4 4 3 . 7 0 8 . 2 4 6 9  

For the Leather Community the summer 
starts with Memorial Day Weekend in Chicago 
and the International Mr. Leather Contest. 
IML 33 saw Eric Guttierez, Mister Leather 
Europe 2010, sashed as International Mr. 
Leather 2011. First-Runner up was Douglas 
Pamplin, Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2011, 
Second Runner-up was Anthony Rollar, Mr. 
San Diego Leather 2010. At press time I am 
still returning from the Windy City, but don’t 
worry. You will get a full report on all the ex-
citement at IML 33 in the next Leather Line.

Summer does not mean put away the leath-
er. A furry leather guy may get a little sweaty in 
the summer heat, but hey, what are you going 
to do? There are lots of chances to party with 
the local Leather Community this summer. 

June is Pride Month. For me it separates 
the real leather folk from those who are just 
playing dress up The D.C.boys of Leather will 
be holding a “boys night out” at the D.C. Eagle 
on Thursday, June 2. In fact you can party with 
the D.C. boys on the first Thursday of every 
month at the D.C. Eagle. So if you miss them 
on June 2, there is always July 7 and August 
4. June 2 will also kick off D.C. Leather Pride. 
On Friday June 3 the Mr. & Ms. D. C. Leather 
Contest will be held at the D.C. Eagle starting 
at 10pm. After the contest you will want to head 
over to the District Nightclub &Underground 
at 2473 18th St. NW for the Dungeon Dance. 
On Sunday, June 5 a leather street festival 

and fair will be held from 1pm – 8pm on the 
parking lot next to the D.C. Eagle. Check out 
dcleatherpride.com for a complete list of all 
the events scheduled for D.C. Leather Pride 
2011. On Wednesday, June 8 the Highwaymen 
TNT hold another of their popular “Hot Jock 
Contest” at the D.C. Eagle with the winner 
walking away with $50. (Nothing like seeing a 
man in a hot jock walking away...) Baltimore’s 
own COMMAND, M.C. will help kick off Capital 
Pride with a bar night at the D .C. Eagle on 
Friday, June 10. The D.C. Pride Parade will be 
Saturday, June 11 with Onyx hosting the bar 
night at the D.C. Eagle afterwards. Sunday, 
June 12 will bring the Capital Pride Festival fol-
lowed by a cookout starting at 5pm at the D.C. 
Eagle hosted by the Centaurs, M.C. I am ex-
tra excited about D.C. Pride this year because 
at the silent auction held during Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2011 Alex Lemaire’s “Speakeasy” 
benefit I bought a gift certificate for a two-night 
stay at a D.C. hotel and just booked it for D.C. 
Pride Weekend. Love those silent auctions! 
The following weekend the ShipMates Club of 
Baltimore and COMMAND, M.C. will both help 
kick off Baltimore Pride on Friday, June 17. You 
can party with COMMAND at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge and then head up to the Baltimore 
Eagle and toast Baltimore Pride with the 
ShipMates. It should be a great way to get the 
Baltimore Pride Weekend started! On June 19 
from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. the Highwaymen TNT host 
another of their famous Beer Blast & Cookouts 
at the D.C. Eagle with $2 drafts and $8 meals. 

You can also celebrate the 4th of July 
Weekend with the Highwaymen on Sunday, 
July 3rd at the D.C. Eagle. The ShipMates head 
to Camp Ramblewood on the weekend of July 
8-10 for their camping weekend: “Keelhaul – In 
Search of Moby’s Dick.” It should be a blast. 
You can pick up applications at ShipMatesClub.
com or at Chained Desires and the Baltimore 
Eagle. Potomac, M. C. will be at the D.C. Eagle 
on July 9 and you can party with the D.C. boys 
of Leather at the D.C. Eagle on Saturday, July 
23. I have written often in this column about how 
much I enjoy the Pride of Central Pa. Festival 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Eric Guttierez Sashed

held each July in Harrisburg. Many members of 
Baltimore’s Leather Community have really en-
joyed marching in the parade. It looks like there 
are big changes this year. According to their 
website the festival in Riverfront Park has been 
moved from Saturday to Sunday and there will 
not be a parade in 2011. I always have a great 
time up in Harrisburg so I still plan to be there 
for the Pride of Central Pennsylvania Festival 
on Sunday, July 31. 

The ShipMates have lots of plans for 
August. There will be a Daddy Christmas 
Cookout at the Baltimore Eagle (date, time, 
and details coming soon) and the club plans 
to travel up to Knoebels Amusement Park in 

Elysburg, Pennsylvania, on August 13 for Gay 
Day fun. Knoebels Amusement Park is fa-
mous for two World Class wooden roller coast-
ers and has no admission. All attractions are 
pay as you go. It sounds like a fun afternoon. 
The ShipMates also have a bar night at the 
Baltimore Eagle scheduled for August 6 and 
the D. C. Eagle on August 19. COMMAND, 
M.C. are planning a trip to The Woods 
Campground on August 6 and will be hosting a 
bar night at the Baltimore Eagle on August 27. 

These are just a few of the leather events 
scheduled for our area this summer. Summer 
is here at last – but don’t pack away that 
leather! Come out and party with the tribe. t

IML 2011

Get It Right The 1st Time!
A world leader in Self Defense Products offering

Steal Batons, Pepper Spray Mace Gel too Pocket Starks.

CHECK IT OUT! www.SelfDefenceLife.com
Be Your Own Offi cer!

hand it to you.
Accidents. Something about travel seems 

to bring out our inner adolescent. Resist this. 
If you are not comfortable on a horse at 
home in Maryland, do not get on a camel in 
Jordan or on an elephant in India. No matter 
how lovely the water looks, do not swim any-
where you do not see local people swimming 
– there may be dangerous currents or dan-
gerous critters like piranhas, sharks, or jelly-
fish. If you get silly or sentimental when you 
drink, don’t drink away from home.

What about shots and medicine to pre-
vent malaria? Definitely, go to a travel clinic 
and get whatever they recommend, as well. 
But understand that the yellow fever and ty-
phoid vaccine are to protect you from rare 
diseases. You’ll need to stay alert and use 
common sense to prevent the vacation-
spoilers that are most likely.

Go see the world, and have a good time! t
dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 

chase Brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh md, chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, md 21201.

SAFER 
INTERNATIONAL TRAvEL

– continued from page 14
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coming 
soon!
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email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
June 3 – June 26

June 3-5 
Olney Theatre 

Center presents 
Farragut North 

Helen Hayes 
Awards-recommended 
Farragut North, by 
Washington, D.C., 
native Beau Willimon, 
explores the hubris, 
loyalty, and lust for 
power that accompany 
the drive to win. 
Extended to June 
3. “Farragut North is 
great political theater” 
– Baltimore OUTloud. 
Olney Theatre Center 
(Mulitz-Gudelsky 
Theatre), 2001 Olney-
Sandy Spring Road, 
Olney, MD 20832. 
Tickets $26-54. Box 
office: 301-924-3400; 
www.olneytheatre.org.

June 3-11
Laurel Mill 

Playhouse Presents 
Rent

Book, Music, and 
Lyrics by Jonathan 
Larson. Directed by 
Michael Hartsfield, 
musically directed 
by Wes Livingston, 
choreographed by 
Heather Harris and 
produced by Maureen 
Rogers. 8 p.m. Fri and 
Sat; 2 p.m. Sun matinees 
(May 29 & June 5). 
Laurel Mill Playhouse, 
508 Main St., Laurel 
MD. Tickets $15; $13 
students, under 18, 
65-plus. Info: www.
laurelmillplayhouse, 
Reservations: 301-617-
9906 and press 2. 

June 3-12 
Capital Pride 

Celebration 
Pride events in 

D.C. www.capitalpride.
org for details.] 

June 3-18
Iron Crow Theatre 

Company presents 
Love and Human 
Remains 

Directed by Brad 
Fraser, seven peo-
ple search for connec-
tion in a landscape 
strewn with violence, 
loss and regret. Check 
website at www.iron-
crowtheatre.com for 
show times. Swirnow 
Theatre, Johns 
Hopkins University, 
Mattin Center, Charles 
and 33rd Streets. $15 
General Admission; 
$10 Students & 
Seniors. Box office: 
443-468-4837. 

June 15 
Maryland Gay & 

Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce 1st 
Annual Pride in 
Business Networking 
Event 

Celebrating 
Baltimore and 
Washington Gay 
Pride. Meet busi-
ness leaders and en-
joy a cocktail or two. 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Event 
will include a cash 

bar. Meli Patisserie & 
Bistro (1636 Thames 
Street, Baltimore, MD. 
Information and online 
registration: www.gay-
maryland.org. 

June 18-19 
Baltimore Gay 

Pride 
Annual event in Mt. 

Vernon and Druid Hill 
Park. [See front page 
story for details.] 

June 24 
Partners Portrait 

Exhibit 
Exhibit on a se-

ries of portraits of 
same-sex couples by 
Katherine Merdith. 5 
– 8 p.m. at Galerie die 
Botschaft, 1628 Bolton 
Street in Bolton Hill. 
Info: PartnersPortraits.
org 

June 
25-26 

Diversity 
Awareness weekend 
in westminster 

Exhibits, work-
shops, films, and wor-
ship and music. St. 
Paul’s UCC Fellowship 
Hall, 17 Bond Street 
(Bond & Green 
Streets), Westminster, 
MD. Free. Info: 410-
848-5975. info@lgbtq-
social.org, www.lgbtq-
social.org.

A little about the author; William Caldwell 
is a graduate of Coppin State University. 
He majored in the Urban Arts program at 
Coppin State University in the performing 
arts concentration. William is also in charge 
of his own Modeling troupe and is a mid-
dle school teacher. He is also a member of 
Kappa Alpha Psi, Fraternity Inc. and a former 
member of the Coppin State University royal 
court. William told us in the book discussion 
that he wrote the story to help the youth and 
remind this generation that it is ok to love but 
you will show more love if you protect your-
self. When William was trying to promote his 
book Coppin State University shut the door 
in his face three times. Personally, I think it’s 
because the book is honest and it tells the 
youth the negative effects of sex. Also, be-
cause the alumni of Coppin State University 
are conservative and they don’t want the 
freshmen to hear about any of the things that 
go on in the real world. 

I am writing this article to not only help 
William Caldwell get his book out there and 
spark other readers interest but I want to 
help to remind the youth that it doesn’t mat-
ter if you love him or her, but if you really love 
him or her then you must protect yourself 
and them. 

Practice safe sex is a lecture that gets 
boring and repetitive after a while so I think 
that not only the youth should read this book 
but the adults as well. This book will have 
you rethinking about sex, loves, lies, and ev-
erything in between. the sheets. 

So, in closing please read this book be-
cause it will have you informed along with 
the condoms you use? Also, have yourself 
checked for STIs and HIV... and finally Girl... 
and boi, pull your pants up! t

It was April 26th, 2011 when I was introduced 
to this book. I was attending class at Coppin 
State University when I hear that the depart-
ment of Social Work (My major) was having 
a book discussion in the library on campus. 
After class, I went to the library to find that 
the author William Caldwell was co facilitat-
ing a book discussion discussing his book 
“Boi, Pull your pants up.” 

At the time I didn’t read the book. I per-
sonally find reading to be boring but this 
book caught my interest as well as the oth-
er students that were there. The book cov-
er was provocative with two female legs over 
what appears to be a man’s leg and other 
man’s hand as well. The students that were 
in the room ranged from traditional students 
to older non-traditional students. The con-
sensus among the group was that the book 
was graphic and very detailed; the one thing 
that many of the older students couldn’t get 
past was the sexual technique known as 
“The Crème pie.”

After the book discussion I was very in-
trigued by this book and I decided that I 
would personally read it myself rather than 
rely on the hearsay of others in the Social 
Work program. As I was reading the book I 
find myself at times getting aroused by the 
sexual stories because they would at times 
remind me of my own sexual conquest and 
misadventures. 

Then, I would find myself getting disgust-
ed when the character(s) in the stories would 
get a STI, and finally I was mad for and at 
the character(s) of the story because they al-
lowed themselves to get burned and caught 
up in the web of lies that comes with getting 
an STD. 

Boi, Pull Your 
Pants Up!

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

As I was reading the 
book I find myself at 
times getting aroused 
by the sexual stories 
because they would at 
times remind me of my 
own sexual conquest 
and misadventures
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THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Our 2010 survey had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 15, 2011 will be entered into a drawing to win one of  
five US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profit charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2011 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and Gay & Lesbian Consumer Index are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey® : Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefits. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also influence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and influences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and oper-
ated, independent market research and communications firm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third parties 
or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certified. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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THE LODGE THANKS ALL PARTICIPANTS 
AND THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES WHO 
WATCHED AND SUPPORTED THE KICK-
BALL TOURNAMENT.

We raised $1350 for Special Olympics Maryland/
Washington County. A non-profi t organization pro-
viding year round sports training and competition for 
children and adults in over 10 different sports. The 
donation will support participation in the 2011 Summer 
Games. For information email vicki.follett@yahoo.com.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HUB CITY 
BEARS, OUR LET’S KICK IT 2011 TOUR-
NAMENT CHAMPIONS!

Followed by Kick Off in 2nd; ARE Kickin Kondoms in 
3rd. And the rest of our participants: Cafe Izmir, Rainbow 
Connection, The Gourmet Goat & GG’s Restaurant and, 
of course, The Lodge Crew.
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HUNKS IN 
TRUNKS AT THE 
RED MAPLE 2011
 
COPYRIGHT © 2011 BY BRUCE GARRETT
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLEANING  BOOkS & GIFTS COMPUTER

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

 COUNSELING

 MASSAGE DENTAL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 ATTORNEy  TAx SERvICES  TRAvEL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CALL 410-244-6780 TO ADvERTISE.

 FINANCIAL  ELECTRICIAN

Professional services

 PET SUPPLIES  SUPPORT GROUP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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