
protested the vote, saying the church “has 
committed an express repudiation of the 
Bible. The group called for adherents to 
make their voices of opposition heard, and 
even withhold money from the church. 

But many at the General Assembly 
see this as the way forward, especially for 
a Protestant denomination that has been 
shrinking in membership. As one church 
elder in the plenary session reportedly 
said, “The church puts up walls, God tears 
them down.”

Rev. Craig Palmer, Transitional Gener-
al Presbyter for the Presbytery of Baltimore 
commented:  “I am aware of the broad sup-
port for these actions in our presbytery and 
our concurrence in the overtures leading to 
these actions. I am also aware that such 
support is not unanimous. Among us are 
teaching elders and members of our con-
gregations who are deeply disappointed by 
and grieved by these actions. I invite each 
of us to offer forbearance to one another 
and rely on the grace of our Lord Jesus as 
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are, where we have been, and how we got 
here,” Heather Mizeur, Democratic candi-
date for governor, told Baltimore OUTloud 
just prior to her marching in the parade to 
boisterous cheers. 

The lieutenant governor candidate run-
ning with her opponent Anthony Brown, 
Ken Ulman, also participated with one of 
his daughters alongside Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake. “Baltimore Pride was a 
special experience to share with my younger 
daughter, and I was proud to walk alongside 
so many neighbors and friends who stand 
up for equality each day,” said Ulman follow-
ing the parade. “Anthony Brown and I are 
committed to making even more progress 
so that Maryland is the most inclusive place 
possible for all families.”

New Location, New Issues at Pride

Presbyterians Okay Same-sex Marriage
than 600 representatives of regional Pres-
byterian organizations, called presbyter-
ies, voted on a resolution to allow this to 
happen; it passed 61 to 39 percent.  The 
amendment approved by the Presbyte-
rian General Assembly re-
quires approval from a ma-
jority of the 172 regional / 
local presbyteries, which 
will vote on the change 
within the next year.

The votes, during a na-
tional meeting in Detroit, 
were a victory for Pres-
byterian gay-rights advo-
cates. The denomination 
in 2011 eliminated barriers 
to ordaining clergy with 
same-sex partners, but ministers were still 
barred from celebrating gay marriages and 
risked church penalties for doing so.

The Rev. Krystin Granberg of the New 

Pride parade begins   credit: Steve Charing

The judges’ selections for 
the best parade entries were: 
Best Walking Unit – The Club; 
Best Car – Hot Topic Towson; 
and Best Float – AIDS Action 
Baltimore. 

The festival that immediate-
ly followed the parade shifted 
to the more spread out Mount 
Royal and Midtown-Belvedere 
areas where the Artscape fes-
tival takes place. It is located 
several blocks north of the pre-
vious Mount Vernon site where 
the block party existed in the 
more confining West Eager and 
North Charles Streets locale – 

York Presbytery, where the state recog-
nizes gay marriage, said she receives 
requests “all the time” from friends and 
parishioners to preside at their weddings. 
“They want to be married in the church 

they love and they want me 
to do it,” Granberg said dur-
ing the debate. “I want pasto-
ral relief.”

Not everyone supported 
the measure. Bill Norton, 
of the Presbytery de Cris-
to, which covers parts of 
Arizona and New Mexico, 
urged the assembly to delay 
any changes. “We are lay-
ing hands on something that 
is holy, that God has given 

us, so we need to be sure any changes 
we make are in accord with God’s will re-
vealed in scripture.” Another Presbyterian 
group, the Presbyterian Lay Committee, 

By Steve Charing
A glorious, sun-splashed June 14-15 week-
end combined with a new location and format 
for this year’s Baltimore Pride highlighted the 
annual event, which has been operated by 
the GLCCB for over three decades. 

Saturday’s parade changed its route by 
a few blocks and began three hours earlier 
than in the past. Sixty units marched – down 
slightly from last year – and included candi-
dates in the gubernatorial race, the mayor of 
Baltimore, a wide range of organizations and 
corporations, a bevy of drag and leather title-
holders, and a gay activist from the Ukraine 
– Bogdan Globa – marching with PFLAG. 
D.C.’s Different Drummers added the beats 
to go along with cheers from the crowd.

“This is a great day to celebrate who we 

By riCk roBertS
The top legislative body of the U.S. Pres-
byterian Church voted by large margins on 
Thursday, June 19, to recognize same-sex 
weddings as Christian in the church consti-
tution. The church also voted by an over-
whelming majority to change the language 
about marriage in the church constitution 
to “two persons” from a “man and a wom-
an,” according to More Light Presbyteri-
ans, a group that supports gay rights.

Effective immediately, Presbyterian 
pastors will be allowed to officiate at mar-
riage ceremonies for same-sex couples. 

In a plenary session at the PCUSA’s 
biennial General Assembly meeting, more 
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its home for over a decade. The move was 
decided because the crowds have become 
too large to be accommodated in the previ-
ous locale, according to the GLCCB. Last 
year, there was pressure placed on the 
GLCCB from the Mount Vernon-Belvedere 
Association and local business owners and 
residents to curtail the sanitation problems, 
underage drinking and other related issues 
emanating from the overcrowded block 
party.

In effect, the block party and park fes-
tival components had been replaced by a 
two-day festival. Though there had been a 
good deal of apprehension from members 
of the LGBT community concerning the 
move, organizers estimated approximately 
15,000 attended the parade and festival 
on Saturday. A lesser and more laid-back 
crowd attended on Sunday. 

Vendors including large and small 
LGBT organizations, political candidates, 
health-service organizations, banks, jew-
elry merchants, and even a mattress com-
pany, were strewn along the streets of the 
festival’s site. Food vendors were eager to 
offer their cuisines.

There was no shortage of opinion lead-
ing up to Pride and during the festivities. “I 
didn’t like the move,” Josh Aterovis, a Balti-
more resident, posted on Facebook. “It felt 
like a watered down Artscape, lost the en-
tire feel of the block party that always made 
Baltimore Pride unique and fun.” 

Others thought differently. “I’m up for 
change as much as anyone,” said Marty 
from Baltimore. “This set-up is pretty nice.” 

A bone of contention from many mem-
bers of the community was the use of beer 
gardens. This was intended to curtail the 
rampant drinking that permeated past Pride 
block parties. Alcohol consumption was 
supposed to be confined to two fenced-in 
beer gardens during the 2014 festivals. 

Some have expressed relief that the 
drinking would be more controlled this year, 
which would help alleviate other problems. 
Others stated that Pride was “too orga-
nized” suggesting the restriction on where 
people can consume alcohol would hamper 
the celebratory nature of the event. As was 
the case in any large gathering, some folks 
managed to circumvent the rules.

Baltimore residents Lorena DeLeon and 
her partner Amy Eisenberg likened the fes-
tival to Los Angeles Pride. “The location of 
the beer garden is fabulous, right next to 
the dance area,” says DeLeon, though she 
added, “more variety of beer is needed.”

Darryl Lewis of Catonsville complained 

new LoCation, new iSSUeS 
at PriDe

– continued from page 1
that “the beer garden does not have enough 
trash baskets, and the portable toilets are 
not nearby.” Lewis said he learned that was 
the toilet vendor’s decision for logistical rea-
sons.

Thousands gathered on the Pearlstone 
Park hillside in front of the main stage to en-
joy the lineup of entertainers throughout Sat-
urday’s festival. The crowd became so large, 
however, that access to the beer garden and 
adjacent food vendors was a challenge to 
navigate.

Though the theme for this year’s Pride 
was “We are Family,” the family feel wasn’t 
as evident on Sunday compared to previous 
years when the equivalent event took place 
at Druid Hill Park. A number of people stat-
ed on social media that the Sunday festival 
should have remained in the park rather than 
a two-day event of more of the same. There 
was a significant drop-off in the number of 
women and couples with children this year. 

Many folks who participated in the pa-
rade on Saturday or those from out-of-town 
attended the Saturday event only, resulting 
in the reduced attendance on Sunday. Plus, 
it was Father’s Day, which most likely had 
an impact. Nonetheless, the warmer Sunday 
still brought out a good number of people, 
and the performances at the Lady Lisa 
Stage – a tradition of Baltimore Pride – were 
popular.

Despite complaints about the move and 
the beer gardens, the 2014 edition of Pride 
had many fans. Patrick Wojahn, a member 
of the College Park council, enjoyed Balti-
more Pride more than the one in D.C. “The 
folks here are more down-to-earth,” he said. 
Another Patrick but from D.C. stated it’s the 
best Pride he ever attended. “There is more 
shade, more vendors and a better stage.” 

Trish Pullen from Culpepper, Virginia, 
agrees. It’s her first visit to Baltimore Pride 
and she likes it better than D.C.

Kelly Neel, executive director of the 
GLCCB, said she received much positive 
feedback. “Everything is going fabulously,” 
she said during the Saturday event. People 
are having a blast on the stage, and they like 
the parade route.”

The GLCCB announced that it would 
listen to the community to evaluate this 
year’s Pride. “Organizing Baltimore Pride is 
an around-the-year undertaking,” said Neel 
in a statement. “In an effort to engage and 
inform the Baltimore LGBT community, the 
GLCCB and its Baltimore Pride committee 
will host a series of Pride town hall meetings 
in July to wrap up this year’s event, recruit 
members for next year’s Pride organizing 
committee, and discuss improvements for 
Baltimore Pride 2015. Dates and locations 
for our Pride Town Hall meetings are being 
finalized.” t
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months, featuring more 
local bars. “My hope is 
that people will appre-
ciate this body of work 
and continue to support 
our community,” he says. 
“The quote that I live by: 

‘I only have one chance to do this, so do it 
the way I want to....from my heart!’”

If you missed the opportunity to pur-
chase the calendar at Pride, don’t despair. 
They are available online at 6packcalen-
dar.com. The price tag, fittingly, is $6. t

By Steve Charing
Most of us know how difficult it is to de-
velop nice, tight “six-pack” abs unless you 
do a zillion crunches and sit-ups, are lean 
already, eat fat-free foods, and, of course, 
good genes would 
help, too. However, 
you can get your 
own six-pack by pur-
chasing a calendar 
produced by pho-
tographer Robert 
W. Mercer, Jr. who 
began selling a six-
month calendar from 
July through Decem-
ber at the recent 
Pride festival.

Called simply “6 
Pack,” the diminutive 
six-by-six-inch cal-
endar offers photos 
of the area’s more fit 
bartenders including 
the one female in the 
calendar, Katie for 
October, who repre-
sents The Lodge in 
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Not That Hard to Get a Six-Pack
Boonsboro, Maryland.

“The calendar was inspired by our di-
verse community. Baltimore is a melting 
pot of life and energy,” Mercer told Balti-
more OUTloud. “Generally, outside of our 

friends and 
families, the 
bars are the 
glue that con-
nects our com-
munity whether 
it’s on a month-
ly, weekly, or 
daily basis. So, 
I wanted to fea-
ture the bars 
and bartenders 
and give back 
to the commu-
nity.” A portion 
of the proceeds 
will be donated 
to the GLCCB.

Only two of 
the models dis-
play their abs 
in the calendar, 
though all show 

their arms. The im-
mensely popular and 
frequently shirtless 
Mike from Grand Cen-
tral reveals his actual 
6-pack as the cover 
model as well as in a 
separate pose for December. Jamie from 
Mixers also appears shirtless (August) and 
is positioned across the top of a bar. 

The other models include Robert from 
PW’s Sports Bar (July), the duo Charlie 
and Jonathan from City Café (September), 
and John from Jay’s on Read (November). 
Each page/month offers a list of regularly 
scheduled events for each bar or in the 
case of City Café, some history.

“The name 6-Pack was an idea that I 
thought of a few years ago, but the timing 
wasn’t right.” Mercer points out. “There are 
many bars in this vicinity that many know, 
but others that are not as well known. I 
fused the two ideas, and it just felt right. I 
am thankful for all the help and participa-
tion from so many people.”

The accomplished photographer has 
been the force behind the well-known 
“Ripped Genes” calendar for the past nine 
years that also featured local models. Mer-
cer plans to produce new editions every six 

Fun fact: Only two of the 
models display their abs 
in the calendar, though 

all show their arms. 

Like Us On
Facebook!
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Block Parties to Focus on Health
By Steve Charing
As part of National HIV 
Testing Day on June 28, 
a series of block parties 
are scheduled that are 
aimed at providing over 
800 community mem-
bers with HIV testing, 
health screenings, and 
wrap-around services. 
These events will be 
held at five Baltimore 
City sites, located in 
zip codes facing high 
rates of HIV and other 
health disparities. 

Hosted by the 
Jacques Initiative of 
the Institute of Human Virology at the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Medicine in 
partnership with the Gallery Church of Bal-
timore and Hope Springs, services will in-
clude free HIV testing and linkage to care, 
blood pressure screening, health lifestyle 
education, medication reconciliation, case 
management services, oral cancer screen-
ing, oral health education, and legal advice. 

 newS // LOCAL

This year’s events 
will have a special 
focus on engag-
ing young people.  
They will take place 
at

• Martin Pollack 
Project (3701 East-
ern Avenue) 12 to 6 
p.m.

• St. Matthews 
UMC (416 East 
23rd Street) 12 to 
6 p.m.

• Payne Me-
morial AME (1714 
Madison Avenue) 
12 to 6 p.m. 

• Unity UMC (1433 Edmondson Avenue) 
12 to 6 p.m. and 

• First & Franklin Presbyterian Church 
(210 West Madison Avenue) 4 to 9 p.m.

Each site will host a block party with 
food, games, community resources, and HIV 
and health screenings. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information, call Liz Ellis at 410-
706-6817 or visit Jacques.umaryland.edu. t
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who have a reduced viral load as a result of 
effective treatment pose little risk of trans-
mitting HIV. “Based on the state of medi-
cine both now and at the time of the plea 
in 2009, we are unable to take judicial no-
tice that an infected individual can transmit 
HIV, regardless of an infected individual’s 
viral load, when that individual engages in 
protected anal or unprotected oral sex with 
an uninfected person,” Justice David Wig-
gins wrote in his majority opinion. Chris-
topher Clark, Counsel for Lambda Legal, 
applauded the court “for applying the law 
in light of current medical understanding of 
how HIV is and is not transmitted. An in-
dividual who takes precautions to prevent 
transmission should not be considered a 
criminal for choosing to be sexually active, 
and we are very pleased that the Court 
agrees,” Clark added. (Seattle Gay News 
– mike andrew at Sgn.org)

Berlin cemetery 
may be first 
exclusively for 
lesbians

Berlin, germany – A graveyard in Ber-
lin is claiming to be the world’s first lesbian-
exclusive cemetery. The 4,300-square-foot 
area, part of one of the German capital’s 
oldest burial grounds, will be the final rest-
ing place for 80 gay women. Most of the 

that are disadvantaged. He said, “[t]his is 
a country where no matter who you are, or 
what you look like, or how you came up, or 
what your last name is, or who you love – if 
you work hard and you take responsibility, 
you should be able to make it.... That’s why 
[the LGBT] community has to be just as 
concerned about poor kids, regardless of 
sexual orientation. That’s why [the LGBT] 
community should be fighting for workers 
who aren’t getting paid a minimum wage 
that’s high enough. That’s why {the LGBT] 
community has to show compassion for 
the illegal immigrant who is contributing 
to our society and just wants a chance to 
move out of the shadows. That’s why [the 
LGBT] community should be concerned 
about equal pay for equal work, straight or 
gay. That’s why [the LGBT] community has 
to be concerned about the remaining ves-
tiges of racial discrimination. If you’ve ex-
perienced being on the outside, you’ve got 
to be one to bring more folks in even once 
you are inside. That’s our task. That’s our 
job. That’s why we’re here tonight.” (Bay 
Windows at Baywindows.com)

Court reverses 
conviction of 
HIV-positive 
man after 
consensual sex

Des Moines, iowa – The Iowa Su-
preme Court reversed the conviction of a 
man accused of “criminal transmission of 
HIV” after a consensual sexual encounter 
in 2008. The defendant in the case, Nick 
Rhoades, had been convicted and sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison and classified 
as a sex offender. He was represented be-
fore the high court by Lambda Legal.

In June 2008, Rhoades hooked up 
with Adam Plendl. Rhoades had been di-
agnosed as HIV-positive ten years earlier, 
was on medication, and had an undetect-
able viral load. The two had unprotected 
oral sex, followed by anal sex using a con-
dom. Rhoades did not disclose his HIV 
status. When Plendl learned that Rhoades 
was HIV-positive, he filed a complaint with 
police and Rhoades was arrested. Under 
Iowa law, it is a crime for HIV-positive peo-
ple to have sex – protected or unprotected 
– without disclosing their HIV status. His 
sentence was subsequently suspended.

In reversing the conviction, the Court 
recognized that HIV-positive individuals 

President 
announces 
executive order 
barring LGBT 
job bias

new york, n.y. – President Obama 
restated his strong support for federal 
LGBT anti-bias legislation and announced 
he would sign an executive order barring 
discrimination by federal contractors in 
remarks at the Democratic National Com-
mittee LGBT Gala on June 17. After recit-
ing a long list of advances for LGBT com-
munities over the past decade – growing 
support for marriage equality, the Supreme 
Court decision on the Defense of Marriage 
Act, repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” – he 
said, “We’ve got to keep fighting for equal-
ity in the workplace. Right now there are 
more states that allow same-sex marriage 
than there are states that prohibit discrimi-
nation against LGBT workers. [E]very day, 
millions of Americans go to work knowing 
that they could lose their job, not because 
of anything they did, but because of who 
they are.”

The president noted that Congress 
has been considering legislation to protect 
LGBT workers for decades and that last 
November the legislation passed the Sen-
ate only to die in the House of Representa-
tives which refused to act despite strong 
bipartisan support. He pointed out that the 
majority of Fortune 500 companies, small 
businesses already have nondiscrimina-
tion policies that protect their employees 
because businesses don’t benefit if they 
refuse to hire quality employees for dis-
criminatory reasons. He then said, “[a]nd 
that’s why I’ve directed my staff to prepare 
for my signature, an executive order pro-
hibiting discrimination by federal contrac-
tors on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity. Because in the United 
States of America, who you are and who 
you love shouldn’t be a fireable offense.” 
He said he preferred for Congress to pass 
a more comprehensive law that didn’t just 
cover federal contractors. The executive 
order is in keeping with a pledge he made 
in his State of the Union address to use his 
executive authority to advance his agenda 
in areas where Congress remains grid-
locked.

In closing, the president urged LGBT 
communities to support the rights of others 

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyonD the BeLtway

spots are already reserved by women in 
their 60s, so the first burial may not occur 
for some time. “Lots of us don’t have fami-
lies to be buried with. Instead, we want 
to lie with those we’ve fought alongside, 
loved, and lived with,” said Astrid Oster-
land, member of Safia, a German associa-
tion of older lesbians who came up with 
the initiative as a way for their community 
to stay together in the afterlife. The area is 
in the Lutheran Georgen Parochial cem-
etery, established in 1814 in central Ber-
lin. Safia said it had created a burial area 
as a space “where life and death connect, 
distinctive forms of cemetery culture can 
develop and where the lesbian community 
can live together in the afterlife.” 

The group was given use of the cem-
etery area for 30 years in exchange for 
cleaning up and landscaping the area, 
and promising to be responsible for its up-
keep. In Germany is it customary to have 
long-term, renewable leases on burial 
plots rather than buy them outright. “We 
don’t have to pay any rent, but we had to 
invest a lot of money to turn that part of 
the cemetery into a usable burial ground 
again,” said Usah Zachau, a spokeswom-
an for Safia. The group commissioned a 
landscaping company to build winding 
sand paths and has reserved spaces for 
cremated ashes in urns and for the burial 
of bodies. The area is framed by oak, birch 
and yew trees. 

Volker Jastrzembski , a spokesman 
for the Berlin Lutheran church, said the 
agreement with the women’s group comes 
as part of the church’s efforts to “revital-
ize its cemetery grounds by cooperating 
with other groups. We are also in an on-
going discussion with Muslim groups to 
see whether they can have their own plots 
on our cemeteries.” t (echo magazine 
& the dailymail.co.uk at echomag.com 
& dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2594246/
lesbian-cemetery-inaugurated-Berl in.
html?iTO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_
campaign=1490)

nick rhoades

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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By Steve Charing
Fresh off of being named the “Activist of the 
Year” at Baltimore Pride, Sharon Brackett 
will be the principal speaker at Frederick 
Pride on June 28. Brackett, a Laurel, Mary-
land, resident, will be discussing transgen-
der issues.

In 2010 Brackett was selected by Wash-
ington SmartceO magazine as one of 
Washington’s Smart100 CEOs for 2010 and 
then again, after transition, in 2011. She has 
been a volunteer co-moderator of the Gen-
der Identity support group of the GLCCB in 
Baltimore and served as a co-chair for the 
NGLTF Creating Change conference in Bal-
timore for 2012. 

A former board member of the GLCCB, 
Brackett writes a regular column for Balti-
more OUTloud, “Rational T-hought,” fo-
cusing on trans rights and issues. She is 
a founder of Gender Rights Maryland, a 
trans civil rights organization, and serves as 
board chair. 

She also is a founder of TransParent Day, 
and a board member of MoringaCommunity.
org, a charity that is building an education 
program in Ghana, Africa. In her spare time 
she works with youth groups with technical 
interests such as rocketry and robotics.

The festival takes place from 12 to 6 
p.m. at Carroll Creek Park in the downtown 
area of Frederick. t

The Pride Ecumenical Service is set for June 
28th at 11 a.m. at Grace United Church of 
Christ (25 East 2nd Street in Frederick). This 
will be a worship service including clergy and 
members from several denominations in the 
greater Frederick area. “Our focus will be 
on widening the circle of inclusion so that all 

Sharon 
Brackett 

The Frederick Center presents

Frederick Pride 2014

Join the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer community and its allies in the celebration of LGBTQ Pride.  

The event is put on by The Frederick Center 
240-285-8327  •  thefrederickcenter.com

facebook.com/TheFrederickCenter

Grab food from our vendors or pack your picnic baskets  
& coolers. Join us for a kid-friendly day of fun, games,  

live music, and special guest speakers!

SPEAKERS
Reverend Miller Hoffman , Brian Walker , David Reighard

Special Keynote Speakers
Sharon Brackett and Christopher Lynch 

PERFORMANCES BY
Darrell Russ, Mama’s Black Sheep , Michael Ratliff ,  

Luscious Purr with DJ Jazzy Pam  
& MC Kris Fair

Thanks to our generous sponsors

*Note: per City law no BYOB   ** No canopies or anything staked into the ground

4 Kid Friendly  4 Food & Beverages available or bring a picnic 

4 Beer & Wine tent*  4 Music, Entertainment & Speakers 

4 Booths offering information, products, &  services 

4 Bring a folding chair or blanket** 

4 Free Buy Pride bracelet for discounts at area businesses & much more 

Dublin 
Roasters 
Coffee

Sharon Brackett 
to Speak at 

Frederick Pride

people are honored as the unique children of 
a loving God,” the church explains. 

The preacher for the  service is Rev. Frank 
Schaefer, the United Methodist Minster who 
was recently put on trial and defrocked for cel-
ebrating his sons same gender wedding.  This 
week, Frank won his appeal and was rein-
stated. Schaefer will tell courageous story as a 
straight clergy and dad who stood up not only 
for his son, but for all LGBT people. For more 
information, contact Grace United Church of 
Christ at 301-662-3312 or go to Grucc.com,  t

Pride Service Set 
for June 28th 

grace United Church of Christ
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tion, Pride should be enjoy-
able for years to come. I 
do say, however, that the 
second day should have re-
mained at Druid Hill Park. It 
was a good location to en-
joy the laid-back essence 
of the day, relax, and have 
a good time. As a contrast 
to the frenetic block party, 
it attracted more families to 
the event as well.

Having both days’ cel-
ebrations at the same place 
should be reconsidered. 
It was essentially more of 
the same on both days with 
some minor changes, yet 
an argument could be made 
that people who could not 
attend on one day could 
do so on the other. You can 

also argue for a single one-day celebration if 
the park is not an option. 

Asking less affluent LGBT groups or 
non-profits to pay higher fees for a space 
and requiring a two-day commitment if they 
choose to participate was ill-advised. The 
vendor roster became too commercialized, 
too corporate and priced out these smaller 
yet valuable organizations. 

The beer gardens should have tables 
and chairs as most similar set-ups do. Stand-
ing around in a pen drinking looks like peo-
ple standing around in a pen drinking. Bet-
ter access to the beer garden near the Main 
Stage is desirable, so the hillside, which was 
packed on Saturday, needs a pathway to the 
beer-garden site.

Also, more security – either by the 
GLCCB or the police – is needed towards 
the end of the Saturday event to discourage 
scuffles at closing time. It’s a wider perimeter 
to protect at this new site.

I am certain there are other areas of im-
provement, but these come to mind. I give 
the GLCCB kudos for its overall administra-
tion of this year’s Pride and its desire to keep 
it fun and manageable. This organization is 
comprised mostly of volunteers so cut them 
a little slack. 

They had to endure a move to a new 
headquarters and a change in the executive-
director position all during the months leading 
up to Pride. They still carried it off and needed 
to since this is the GLCCB’s most significant 
fundraiser each year. To its credit, the Cen-
ter will welcome community input on this past 
event and plan for next year’s during town hall 
meetings to be scheduled in July. 

The operation of Pride will never reach a 
full consensus throughout our communities. 
But the move is a good beginning to build 
on. t

 thinking oUtLoUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Pride became the hottest topic in the two 
months leading up to the annual event. 
When is it going to take place? Why did it 
move? What about the block party? etc., 
etc., etc. 

It’s not that these aren’t legitimate 
questions. They are. Pride has been grow-
ing for years and more of the community 
has either participated in the festivities or 
are at least aware of Pride. Much of the 
uncertainty for this year’s edition can be 
attributed to the GLCCB, which has run 
Pride for over 35 years, for being slow out 
of the gate in disseminating the informa-
tion that would have quelled most of the 

questions and suspicion. 
However, logistical issues, such as de-

lays in permit requests and other require-
ments that are not visible to the general 
public but are essential in carrying out this 
large enterprise, prevented an early re-
lease of the information. It wasn’t that they 
were deliberately trying to perpetuate a 
mystique.

One of the complaints raised had to do 
with the move to the Artscape area from 
the familiar Eager and Charles locale that 
had been the venue for the block party for 
over a decade. This was not a result of 
some sinister plan; it was out of necessity, 
and it wasn’t a last-minute decision either, 
as some suspect. 

Former executive director Matt Thorn 
announced to the GLCCB Advisory Com-
mittee last July – merely a month removed 
from the 2013 Pride – that the Center was 
considering a move to the Mount Royal 
area where Artscape takes place. There-
fore, the move had been contemplated for 
quite a while.

Recall just days before Pride last year 
the controversy led by the City Café’s con-
cerns regarding underage drinking and 
sanitation issues at the block party. The 
GLCCB complied with the request or de-

mand depending on how you look at it that 
the block party would begin at Morton and 
Eager – a block away from the City Café 
– restricting the celebration to an even 
smaller area. No doubt, the resulting brou-
haha propelled the Center’s leadership to 
consider alternative sites.

Of course, the rumblings about the 
move to Mount Royal followed. “It lacked 
the celebratory nature we’re accustomed 
to,” said one. “It was too organized,” said 
several. Those who like to consume a lot 
of alcohol and act “trashy,” as one put it, 
objected to the new venue. Though alco-
holic drinks could be purchased at two 
beer gardens, customers were confined to 
the fenced-in areas. Some said they would 
never participate again; others said that 
they didn’t attend this year because of the 
changes. 

What’s being overlooked here are the 
countless members of the community who 
avoided past Prides because of the mayhem 
at the block party and who favor the change. 
The previous block-party site was simply too 
crowded. Vendors lined up on both sides of 
Eager St. narrowing the street further. Some 
folks plunked down lawn chairs on the side-
walk that impeded the flow of foot traffic 
even more. 

I was bothered, as were so many others, 
that navigating through the block party in the 
past was nearly impossible. Few places to 
sit and little shade available made the expe-
rience worse.

Thus, you can count me in as one of 
those who were happy about the move. Am I 
completely satisfied about this year’s Pride? 
No, but I give the Center high marks for at-
tempting to run a major event for the first 
time in a new space.

With some tweaks to improve the opera-

Pride’s New 
Beginning

More room to roam at this year’s Pride   credit: Steve Charing
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qUaLity of Life

Moving
Forward

Ava Barron-Shasho

event. The event started at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday and Shelia left North Carolina 
the evening before after her shift as a res-
taurant manager. She drove all night and 
pulled into the parking lot the morning of 
the conference. After the conference Shei-
la planned to head to the local hotel where 
she had reservations. 

Sheila’s day was full of mistakes that 
weren’t mistakes after all. Two years ago 
Shelia, after going through some hard 
times herself, invented a product to help 
those going through difficulties. Shelia 
brought three of these as gifts of thanks 
for Wayne Dyer and Iyanla Vanzant. 

As she parked her car and walked to 
the Hippodrome she got turned around 
and was walking in the wrong direction. 
Whom did she walk into but Dr. Dyer him-
self? She quickly pulled out her gift and 
they took a selfie. Later as Shelia and I 
walked up to Lexington Market for lunch 
she realized she had forgotten her purse 
and ran back only to run into Wayne Dyer 
again. This time he gave her his blessing 
for her product. Something she had only 
dreamed of receiving. 

Later I met someone I knew 
who was working as an ush-
er. She told us where Iyanla 
would be signing autographs. 

There Shelia gave her 
product to Iyanla 

who received it 
with gratitude and 
grace.

That same after-
noon, Shelia called her hotel to confirm her 
reservation, only to be told her room was 
no longer available. She returned to me 
to say she needed my help. “Stay at my 
house!” I replied. I then texted my family to 
say I am bringing home a “friendly strang-
er” but all was good. My younger son said, 
“I have come to expect such things from 
you.”

Shelia, like all of the day’s speakers, 
seemed as if their life was a long series 
of mistakes or difficulties, but they were 
also the situation needed to bring her to 
the right place at the right time. 

Accept your mistakes as part of your 
overall past. Don’t physically or emotion-
ally beat yourself up. Learn from the past. 
Find good in every situation and try to help 
others in the same situation. As we con-
nect the dots of our lives we don’t know 
where we are headed or where we are 
supposed to be just know that the next dot 
will appear when it is time. 

To see Shelia’s stress-releasing product, 
visit her website Release4peace.com. t

I recently attended the Hay House “I Can 
Do It” conferences held here in Baltimore 
at the Hippodrome. All of the leaders from 
Positive Psychology were speaking. The 
Hippodrome was filled with an air of peace 
and enlightenment. Along with some of the 
better-known speakers such as Wayne 
Dyer and Iyanla Vanzant, the stage hosted 
others including Cheryl Richardson, Nancy 
Levin and Mike Robbins; each relaying 
a message of life, h o p e , 
dreams, and des-
tiny. 

Wayne Dyer 
shared with us 
excerpts from 
his new book i 
can See clearly 
Now. He spoke 
of his rough life in 
foster care and 
his addiction to 
alcohol. 

Immaculee Ilibagiza, a Rwandan Tutsi, 
spoke of her experience during the Rwan-
dan genocide. She told of the forgiveness 
and compassion that overcame her after 
the four months she endured hiding from 
those that wanted to kill her, in a three-by-
four foot bathroom with nine other women.

Anita Moorjani shared her experience 
of being at death’s door with stage IV can-
cer. After slipping into a coma and having 
an unearthly experience she returns to our 
world full of hope and cancer-free.

Psychiatrist Brian Weiss talked about 
treating deeply disturbed patients. Noth-
ing seemed to work until he used past-life 
regression to cure patient after patient. 
Needless to say the psychiatric commu-
nity wasn’t happy with his new treatment 
modality.

This list of speakers and inspirational 
stories goes on but the story that most cap-
tured me is the one of Shelia Fetter. Shelia 
was not on the stage but the soul I asked, 
“Is this seat taken?” prior to the start of the 

Blessings
Disuised as 
Mistakes
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faith is the substance – it is something 
genuine and touchable. It is the evidence 
of things we cannot tangibly see. If we ask 
God in faith, we must already believe that 
we have received it. It may not manifest 
when we want it too, however, in God’s tim-
ing it will – right when you need it. Notice 
Gospel of Saint Mark 11:24 – “Therefore I 
tell you (Jesus is speaking), whatever you 
ask for in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours.” The text 
does not reveal as to when you will truly 
see the result of your prayer. As a matter 
of fact it doesn’t reveal how long it will take 
to manifest. This is where we as Christians 
get fixated on the right now answer – we 
get hung-up. When we pray in faith, exer-
cising our power of anticipation and expec-
tation that God has answered our prayer 
and that we have received it in the spiritual 
realm – we must believe because prayer 
does work. t

faith

From time to time, I tend to run into folks 
who either ask me to pray for them or they 
don’t think prayer works. I am so amazed 
how many people of the Christian faith 
seem to have lost the art of praying. They 
would rather check their cellphone mes-
sages, get on Facebook, and tweet rather 
than pray. The question on the table is – 
does prayer really work? Yes, prayer really 
works. In fact, scientist and medical doc-
tors in many cases have attributed cures (a 
form of healing) to prayer and meditation. I 
believe a life without prayer is a life simply 
existing. 

According to Rev. Dr. Myles Monroe, 

a prolific writer and speaker, 
“Prayer is the most misun-
derstood art of human experi-
ence. Yet, it is meant to be one 
of the most exciting aspects of 
a life of faith.” Many of us were 
taught that prayer is very im-
portant, however, most people 
pray when they are scared-
straight or ill. On the surface 
we believe that prayer has 
some effects but secretly we 
speculate whether or not it re-
ally works. We began to won-
der whether or not God really hears our 
prayers, or is God mad at me and that is 
why I cannot get a breakthrough? Or, why 
aren’t my prayers being answered.

Let me first start by saying that prayer 
is having conversations with God. There 
are many ways in which we go to God in 
prayer. Prayer is an instrument of healing, 
meditation, and forgiveness – as well as a 
weapon of destruction in spiritual warfare. 
Prayer should never become a competing 
“act.” It should be a priority over all else. 
Sometimes our prayers are not answered 
because of difficulties or obstacles in our 
lives, e.g. unbelief, or, when we pray a lot 
times we pray with doubt, not fully believing 

that God will deliver. And certain 
folks have lost their zeal and 
faith completely. Others have 
turned to cults, horoscopes, 
psychic hotlines, televangelists 
who promise that if you pay a 
certain amount of money, God 
will bless you. Some people 
partake in witchcraft in hopes of 
finding answers. Can I tell you 
that the answers reside inside of 
us, we have the power to con-
nect with God?

To understand the principle 
of prayer, it is essential for us to under-
stand the purpose, power, and promise of 
the Creator – God! Praying is a method 
we can use to request change in our lives 
and the lives of those around us. There are 
myriad ways to connect with God and enter 
God’s presence effectively, interceding on 
one’s own behalf, and warring for results. 

How would you like to have an effec-
tive prayer life? Having an effective prayer 
life is the key to having a productive life. 
God wants to use God’s power in the world 
through us for we are God’s hands and 
feet in the world. To be reconciled with God 
through prayer means to be reconciled 
with one another. In order to do so we as 
people of faith must understand how to ap-
propriate the Power of Prayer through the 
Word of God. The Bible tells us how Elijah 
was exercising his power through prayer. 
The Bible says “Elijah was a human be-
ing much like us, and he prayed fervently 
that it might not rain: and it did not rain. 
He prayed again, and it rained yielding its 
harvest.” 

The same God that showed forth God’s 
glory in the Bible is the same God who 
hears our prayers and responds provided 
we have the faith to believe – then we can 
receive. This is why Elijah’s ability to be 
resilient in his prayers were effective – he 
believed. Did you know that the Gospel ac-
cording to Saint John references “Believe 
/ beliefs” 90-plus times. This is how impor-
tant it is to believe. An effectual prayer life 
makes a difference in how we commune 
with God in our lives and how we enter 
God’s presence. The greatest difficulty in 
most believers’ experience is their prayer 
lives. The practices of prayer in most be-
lievers’ life have become mundane (ordi-
nary) to the point we just see it as a re-
ligious activity. An earnest prayer life of 
a righteous person has great power and 
yields wonderful results.

The Bible tells us that faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for and the evi-
dence of things not seen. As believers, we 
know all too well that faith involves the as-
surance of things not present. In essence, 

Does Prayer 
Really Work? 

Rev. Victoria Burson

Spiritual
A

View

we live into these decisions and prepare 
for the vote on the amendment to the Book 
of Worship.”

There are more than 1.7 million Pres-
byterians in the United States, making 
it one of the largest mainline Protestant 
denominations in the country. The church 
now has allowed pastors to bless same-
sex unions, and several other Protestant 
denominations – including Quakers, Uni-
tarian Universalists, the United Church 
of Christ, and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church – already permit their pastors to 
perform gay-marriage ceremonies.

The Episcopal Church has approved 
a prayer service for blessing same-sex 
unions. The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America has eliminated barriers for 
gay clergy but allows regional and local 
church officials to decide their own poli-
cies on ordination and blessings for same-
sex couples. The largest mainline group, 
the United Methodist Church, with about 
7.8 million U.S. members, bars ordaining 
people in same-sex relationships. How-
ever, church members have been debating 
whether to split over their different views 
of the Bible and marriage. Gay-marriage 
supporters have been recruiting clergy to 
openly officiate at same-sex ceremonies in 
protest of church policy. t

PreSByterianS ok SaMe-
Sex Marriage

– continued from page 1
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LiveLy artS // PErSONALITIES

By gregg ShaPiro
Billy Porter is a true hyphenate. He’s a sing-
er. He’s a dancer (in high-heeled, thigh-high 
boots, no less). He’s an actor. He’s a song-
writer. He’s a playwright. Is there anything 
he can’t do? Did I mention that he dances, 
nightly on Broadway, in high-heeled, thigh-
high boots? Porter, who won a Tony (and 
several other awards) for his portrayal of Lola 
in the acclaimed stage musical adaptation 
of the British film Kinky Boots, has just put 
out his first new studio album, Billy’s Back on 
Broadway (Concord) in almost ten years. On 
it, Porter revisits the Broadway songbook, old 
and new, and comes up with refreshing and 
appealing interpretations of legendary show 
tunes. I spoke with Billy about the disc, Kinky 
Boots and more during the spring of 2014. 

gregg Shapiro: Billy, i want to begin 
by congratulating you on winning the 
tony and Drama Desk for your portrayal 
of Lola in Kinky Boots. 

Billy Porter: And Outer Critics Circle and 
Grammy [laughs]! I don’t think a lot of people 
know that the rules for Grammys changed 
a few years ago. The show that wins the 
Grammy – the leads in the show actually get 
a Grammy (too).

gS: Do you have a place of honor for 
all your awards?

BP: I’m working on it. I just got an apart-
ment. I actually didn’t just get it – I’ve been 
here for a year. But I’ve been a little busy 
[laughs]. I’m finally designing it and painting 
it and getting furniture and hanging things on 
walls; doing that kind of stuff. I have a de-
signer who is helping me out. There will be a 
place for them. Right now the Tony is just sit-
ting on a decorative tray under my television. 
I don’t even have the Grammy yet.

gS: Kinky Boots recently celebrated a 
year on Broadway. what does that mean 
to you?

BP: It’s such a landmark. It’s like catching 
lightning in a bottle. I’ve been in this business 
for more than 20 years, dare I say. I know 
what it’s like to be a part of things that are 
exceptional and nobody cares. It’s very rare 
that you get to be a part of something that 
is so good, so wonderful and connects. Ul-
timately, at a certain point, everybody wants 
to connect. Everybody wants that thing that 
connects. You can work and work your whole 
life…one of my mentors, George Wolfe, al-
ways said to me, “You have to practice your 
art, even when no one’s listening. That’s right 
and that’s good and you learn how to do that 
and you build your creative muscles that 
way. Ultimately, you still want it to connect 

[laughs]. You still want to pay your bills and 
eat. It’s nice to have a piece that is connecting 
in that way and people want to see it. It’s sell-
ing! I’m not in debt any more [laughs].

gS: Speaking of Kinky Boots, you in-
clude “i’m not My father’s Son” on your 
new album Billy’s Back on Broadway. why 
did you choose that specific song from 
the show?

BP: A lot of reasons. First of all, the songs 
(on the CD) are about hope, encouragement 
and empowerment. That’s the theme that 
I chose for my record. The songs in Kinky 
Boots all fit into that. One of the things that 
I love about “Not My Father’s Son” is that it’s 
the first song that I learned from the show. I 
did a reading of it way, way back a couple of 
years ago. One of the things that I’m attuned 
to is when you have larger than life characters 
like Lola; it’s very easy for those characters to 
get lost in the fantastical. I remember watch-
ing the movie and loving Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
the spirit, the story and the heart of it. When 
they said that they were going to do a musi-
cal of it, my hope was that they would under-
stand the depth of the story and this charac-
ter. Sometimes it doesn’t translate. I was a 
little nervous at first. I don’t want to have Lola/
Simon be written as a caricature or a clown, 
something that as an artist I have to be climb-
ing uphill to justify.

gS: But didn’t you feel safe in har-
vey’s (fierstein) hands?

BP: In Harvey and Cyndi’s (Lauper) 
hands. When I walked into the room and that 
was the first song that they played, I knew 
from that moment everything was going to be 
okay.

gS: i’m so glad you mentioned Cyndi 
because she joins you for a duet on “hap-
py Days are here again / get happy,” a 
duet made famous by Barbra Streisand 
and Judy garland. why was that medley 
chosen for you and Cyn?

BP: I always choose material that means 
something to me. I’ve stopped singing songs 
just because I like them years ago. There 
has to be a reason. I have to understand 
the why. When Cyndi agreed to a duet with 
me on the album, I went in search of some-
thing that could represent our relationship 
and honor her presence in my life. That was 
the only thing that came to mind. There was 
never anything else. Maybe in other people’s 
minds there was something else, but in my 
mind that was the only thing. For those of us 
who have the historical precedent, we under-
stand that Judy Garland was introducing Bar-
bra Streisand to the world; A mentor/mentee 

Warm and Fuzzy configuration on The Judy Garland Show with 
this song. I feel like that is what has happened 
(to me). She (Cyndi) has taken me under her 
wing and she has presented me to the world. 
I’m so thankful for that. I wanted to honor that.

gS: while we’re on the subject of 
songs made famous by others, you also 
do a cover of “i’ve gotta Be Me,” a song 
closely associated with the late Sammy 
Davis, Jr. why did you select that song?

BP: When I was thinking about how I 
wanted to expand my recording artist pres-
ence, I thought long and hard about who 
came before me that could be a template 
for who I am, what I represent. The closest 
person for me was Sammy Davis. In his day, 
he was the kind of person who transcended 
race, genre, that glass ceiling that existed for 
him. There’s a glass ceiling that exists for me. 
He existed in all worlds, whether it was pop, 
classic standards, film, television, Broadway. 
He was a true renaissance man. I wanted to 

try to align myself with that energy, because 
that’s what I feel I am.

gS: you close Billy’s Back on Broad-
way with “i am Changing” and you also 
performed “and i’m telling you i’m not 
going” on your 2005 live album At The 
Corner of Broadway + Soul. what can 
you tell me about your relationship with 
Dreamgirls?

BP: I was in the 6th grade when I did my 
first musical at reizenstein Middle School in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I was mesmerized 
by the form. We did a production of Babes 
in arms. So you can image an 11-year-old, 
coming from the Pentecostal church only 
ever singing gospel music and the music 
I sang in choir. I didn’t have a whole lot of 
range. I did my first musical and I enjoyed 
myself. It was a great after school activity. 

Billy Porter and 
the angels in 
kinky Boots

AN INTERVIEW WITH SINGER/ACTOR BILLY PORTER It never occurred to me that it was a profes-
sion. More importantly, it never occurred to 
me as a black gospel singer that it could be a 
profession. The type of music that I was sing-
ing in Babes in arms was not commensurate 
with the type of music I sang in church. I 
didn’t know that I could make a living doing 
that. We did Babes in arms in April or May. 
The second Sunday in June, I’m washing 
dishes in my kitchen and the Tony Awards 
come on (TV). I have no idea what it is. But I 
see all of these people singing and dancing 
on stage, and I’m like, “I just did a version of 
that. This is a thing; a profession! People can 
make a living doing this. Then, bam, they 
announce dreamgirls and Jennifer Holiday. 
Here are people who look like me, dressed 
in sparkly outfits and suits and amazingly 
beautiful. There’s Jennifer Holiday singing 
like I sing. She’s on the stage, making a liv-
ing and winning this award. [Laughs] I can 
do that! That’s the significance of that show 
for me. It fully changed my life.

gS: you wrote several of the songs 
on At the Corner of Broadway + Soul. are 

you still writing songs, and if so, do you 
have plans to record any of them?

BP: Oh, yes! I am writing. I’m writing a 
lot. I actually wrote a play about my family 
that is being produced this fall by Primary 
Stages off-Broadway starring S. Epatha 
Merkerson. I am writing music. Because the 
music industry is in flux right now, it’s very 
difficult for artists with new material to break 
through. What I’m trying to do – and we’ll see 
if it works – is re-enter the market with songs 
that everybody knows so that people will pay 
attention to me again. My goal is to sell a mil-
lion records by year’s end; through social me-
dia, through my connections, through Kinky 
Boots. That’s my goal. Sell, sell, sell. It’s hard 
to get people to buy music anymore, but peo-
ple do respond to things that are familiar. It 
makes them feel warm and fuzzy all over. t
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve Charing
If you never contemplated your purpose in 
life, raise your hands. Not that many rose 
I see. 

Identifying one’s purpose in life is the 
central theme in avenue Q – a clever, fun-
ny, poignant, and uplifting story of young 
adults navigating their way through real-
life’s unforeseen challenges to fulfill their 
dreams. The satirical musical, currently 
playing at the Olney Theatre Center, also 
has its raunchy, racy and potty-mouthed 
moments. 

In a unique device for musical theatre, 
avenue Q uses puppets as part of the sto-
ryline. They combine the joy and brashness 
of those loveable characters seen in PBS’s 
Sesame Street, from which avenue Q’s 
characters were inspired and parodied by 
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx who wrote the 
music and lyrics with the latter having in-
terned at the program earlier in his career. 
The book was penned by Jeff Whitty.

Issues and anxieties that young peo-
ple must grapple with include finding an 
apartment, looking for a job, falling in love, 
and avoiding commitment. The show also 
touches on racism, pornography, and ac-
ceptance of gays. These challenges, se-
rious as they may be, are presented in a 
witty manner that will keep you laughing 
throughout.

avenue Q is a three-time Tony Award win-
ner, including Best Musical, Olney’s mount-
ing of this Broadway classic not only does 
the show justice, under the precise direction 
of Olney’s artistic director Jason Loewith, the 
production excels on so many levels.

Before I discuss the performances by 
the young, attractive cast, I feel compelled 
to single out the extraordinary work of light-
ing designer Andrew Griffin. his use of a 
full range of hues, spotlighting, and shifting 
the lighting around the stage to augment 
scene changes provides a dimension that 
adds even more vibrancy to a most vibrant 
production.

One would think that with such song 
titles as “If You Were Gay,” “Everyone’s a 
Little Bit Racist,” and “Schadenfreude” the 
topics would be serious. Well, they are, but 
are executed in a way that are simultane-
ously amusing and thought-provoking. 

Then there are numbers with funnier 
titles, such as “The Internet is for Porn,” 
“You Can be as Loud as the Hell You Want 
(When You’re Making Love),” “I’m Not 
Wearing Underwear Today,” as well as the 
cute opening songs “What Do You Do with 
a B.A. in English?” and “It Sucks to Be Me” 

that set the tone for the show.
Christopher Youstra, who has directed 

or conducted approximately 30 musicals 
at Olney alone, did his usual masterful 
job from the piano in leading his six-piece 
orchestra that is seated on top of the set 
through the enjoyable score, ably support-
ing the performers’ strong vocals. 

The show’s main character is Princeton 
(Sam Ludwig), a recent college graduate 
with a B.A. in English, who winds up on Av-
enue Q in some outer borough of a large 
city to find an affordable apartment. he 
encounters a variety of oddball characters, 
including “monsters” in the neighborhood 
who seem nice and have their own chal-
lenges in meeting their individual goals. But 
in the end, they have one thing in common: 
to find their purpose.

Princeton’s romantic interest is Kate 
Monster, played tenderly by Rachel Zampelli. 
Her chemistry with Princeton (through their 
use of puppetry) clicked well. Ms. Zampelli’s 
performance in “There’s a Fine, Fine Line” 
showcases her lovely voice in one of avenue 
Q’s more melodious numbers. She also dem-
onstrated her comedic skills in playing the 
sultry seductress Lucy – also a puppet.

Mr. Ludwig, who starred in Olney’s sea-
son opener How to Succeed in Business 
Without really Trying, turns in another skilled 
performance as the vulnerable, nerdy, good-
hearted Princeton who has trouble with com-
mitment. In addition to his excellent timing 
and action around the stage, Mr. Ludwig also 
shows his vocal prowess in “Purpose” and 
other group numbers.

Roommates Nicky (Stephen Gregory 
Smith) and Rod, the closeted gay man (also 
played by Mr. Ludwig), are a great team 
in the “Bert and Ernie” mold. Their perfor-
mance of “If You Were Gay” was fun and 
well-executed. 

Another duo is comprised of Brian, 
an aspiring comedian (Evan Casey), and 
Christmas Eve (Janine Sunday), his eventu-
al Japanese wife. Though Brian is the come-
dian waiting to be discovered, it is Christmas 
Eve who delivers many of the funny lines in 
the show. Ms. Sunday’s voice is outstanding 
in the duet with Ms. Zampelli in “The More 
You Ruv Someone.”

Other characters added to the joy of av-
enue Q. One of them is Gary Coleman – yes, 
the actual late celebrity inserted in a fictional 
plot – played by Kellee Knighten Hough. The 
role is that of a building superintendent and 
has some comical lines amidst the parody. 

Mr. Smith, who also played the porn-ad-
dicted Trekkie Monster, and Tracy Stephens 

Find Your Purpose on Avenue Q 
and David Landstrom (as 
the mischievous Bad Ideas 
Bears), round out the lovable 
cast. All do a sterling job in 
bringing their characters to 
life onstage with energy and 
warmth.

Rosemary Pardee de-
signed the costumes creative-
ly. Rich pastel colors are worn 
by the human characters 
while those manning puppets 
were in shades of gray so that 
the puppets’ bright colors stand out.

The set, designed by Court Watson, 
is attractive and functional. Two rundown 
apartment buildings with a street sign “Ave-
nue Q” on the corner provide the backdrop to 
the action. The buildings contain two floors 
with lights inside the windows. Even graffiti 
appears on the facade. Steps to resemble 
concrete in front of the stage are also used 
by the performers at various moments.

Also a wonderful touch is a billboard 
above the buildings that serves as a screen 
for occasional animation and one-word 

Cast of avenue q 
at olney theatre 
Center
credit:  Stan Barouh

themes as the show progresses, such as 
“purpose,” “race,” “gay,” and “commitment.”

The creative team, the performances, 
the direction and the lovable puppets make 
the show enjoyable to experience. You may 
not want to live on Avenue Q but you should 
definitely visit it. t

avenUe Q runs for 135 minutes with an 
intermission and plays through July 6 at the 
Olney Theatre center (2001 Olney Sandy 
Spring road, Olney, maryland). The show 
contains adult language and sexual situa-
tions. For tickets call the box office (301-
924-3400) or visit Olneytheatre.org.
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D inner & Sho w
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY!

Based on availability.  Due to the nature of theatre bookings, all shows,
dates and times are subject to change.

TOBY’S DINNER THEATRE OF COLUMBIA
5900 Symphony Woods Road • CALL 410-730-8311

“Always Be Yourself. Unless You Can Be A Pirate,
Then Always Be A Pirate!”

JUNE 26 - AUGUST 31

You won’t want to miss this updated
version of Gilbert and Sullivan's
most popular musical comedy.

LiveLy artS // IMUSIC

By gregg ShaPiro
Fun Home, lesbian cartoonist Alison 
Bechdel’s universally lauded graphic nov-
el, might not seem like the most ideal can-
didate for a stage musical. The autobio-
graphical story is about Bechdel’s coming 
out in college, her childhood growing up in 
her family’s funeral home (hence the title 
Fun Home), and her complex relationships 
with her parents, particularly her bisexual 
father Bruce who committed suicide. But 
leave it to Jeanine Tesori, who co-wrote 
new songs for the Broadway musical Thor-
oughly modern millie and collaborated with 
Tony Kushner on caroline, Or change, to 
bring it to fruition, with book writer and 
lyricist Lisa Kron. The Pulitzer Prize-nomi-
nated Fun Home: Original cast recording 
(PS Classics) features Tony-winning actor 
Michael Cerveris as Bruce, Tony-nominee 
Judy Kuhn as Alison’s mother Helen, and 
three actresses as the lead character, 
identified as Small Alison (Sydney Lucas), 
Medium Alison (Alexandra Socha) and 
Alison (Beth Malone). To the credit of all 
involved, Fun Home maintains the humor 

and tragedy of the book, honoring the orig-
inal material and potentially expanding the 
audience for both the book and the show.

If you’ve ever seen singer/songwriter 
Jonatha Brooke in concert, you know that 
she has a theatrical streak. Brooke thinks 
nothing of stretching or posing like a danc-
er, a discipline in which she trained in col-
lege. She is also a gifted and natural sto-
ryteller, regaling audiences with the most 
marvelous stories between songs, and 
sometimes even in the middle of a song. 
So it’s not the least bit surprising that she 
created and performs the musical stage 
play my mother Has Four Noses, currently 
running off-Broadway. The story of when 
“Alzheimer’s began claiming” her mother 
and how Brooke moved her mother in with 
her to become her caregiver. The CD my 
mother Has 4 Noses (Bad Dog) consists of 
12 songs (including one reprise) from the 
show, finds a place for itself between cast 
recording and pop album. Every song is a 
gem and a welcome addition to Brooke’s 
canon, especially standouts such as “Are 
You Getting This Down?,” “What Was I 
Thinking?,” “My Misery,” “How Far You’d 
Go For Love,” and “Time.” 

The 2010 all-star concept album stu-
dio recording of Here lies love, featuring 

Center Stage the talents of Cyndi 
Lauper, Sia, Sharon 
Jones, Martha Wain-
wright, Kate Pierson, 
Santigold, Natalie 
Merchant, Tori Amos, 
and Florence Welch, 
was a creative col-
laboration between 
David Byrne and Fat-
boy Slim (a.k.a. Nor-
man Cook). Remi-
niscent of the early 
pre-stage-production 
albums of musicals by 
Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber and Tim Rice such as Joseph and the 
amazing Technicolor dreamcoat, Jesus 
christ Superstar (featuring Yvonne Elli-
man), and evita (starring Elaine Paige), it 
set the stage (if you will) for what was to 
come next. In fact, of the aforementioned 
recordings, Here lies love has the most in 
common with evita, as it is also the story of 
a female leader, Imelda Marcos, who went 
from beloved to despised during the course 
of her lifetime. The double-disc cast record-
ing of the Public Theater production of Here 
lies love (Nonesuch), replaces the all-star 
performers with a cast of actors, including 
Ruthie Ann Miles in the lead role. Those 
who heard the studio concept recording will 
recognize songs such as “American Troglo-
dyte,” “Eleven days,” the haunting “Order 
1081,” and the buoyant title tune. The cast 
recording features seven new songs written 
just for the stage musical.

To commemorate the half-century that 
has passed since it premiered on Broad-
way, and Barbra Streisand becoming a 
household name (and Fanny Brice, too), 
the 50th anniversary edition of Funny Girl: 
Original Broadway cast (Capitol / UMe) is 
a pretty sensational package. The attrac-
tively packaged box set contains the digi-
tally-remastered cast album on vinyl (rep-
licating the original packaging) and CD, as 
well as a colorful and informative 48-page 
book containing archival pics and new liner 
notes. Show-tune queens are sure to pol-
ish their brass to ”Cornet Man,” a number 
cut from the movie version, as well as “Who 
Are You Now?” and “The Music That Makes 
Me Dance.”

In case you missed it the first time 
around (and who would admit to that?) or 
the dreary movie version was unsatisfying, 
the inexplicably popular musical version of 
les miserables returns to Broadway at the 
Imperial Theatre in March 2014. To whet 
your appetite (for the destruction of the 
souls in the show), the double-disc concert 
version of the 25th anniversary production 
(from 2010) is available on a live cast album. 

les miserables 
live! (First Night), 
subtitled dream the 
dream, features 
John Owens-Jones 
as Jean Valjean, 
Earl Carpenter as 
Javert, Madalena 
Alberto as Fantine, 
Rosalind James as 
Eponine, and Katie 
Hall as Cosette. 
Just in case you 
forgot, les mis-
erables debuted 
during the reign of 

Reagan. If that isn’t a political statement, 
what is? 

If you believe, as the vaudeville strip-
pers in Gypsy sang, that you’ve got to get 
a gimmick, then Joe Kinosian and Kellen 
Blair’s two-person, multi-character musical 
murder for Two is your cup of tainted tea. 
murder for Two: Original cast recording 
(Ghostlight) stars Brett Ryback as career-
minded cop Marcus summoned to the home 
of murdered writer Arthur to question his 
many guests (read: suspects), all portrayed 
by Jeff Blumenkrantz. This one grows old 
quickly. In other words, it’s “two” tiresome. t
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCrEEN

By ChUCk DUnCan
The rags-to-riches story Jersey Boys, 
which chronicles the career highs and 
lows of Frankie Valli and the Four Sea-
sons, made its Broadway debut in 2005, 
racking up four Tony Awards (including 
Best Musical), spinning off international 
versions, and launching a U.S. tour in 
2006 which is still on the road today. Now 
director Clint Eastwood brings that show 
to the big screen with several cast mem-
bers from Broadway or touring companies 
reprising their roles.

The story, if you’re not familiar, traces 
the origin of the group that became known 
as The Four Seasons. Tommy DeVito (Vin-
cent Piazza) has a band that performs in 
a local nightclub in Belleville, New Jersey. 
One night he gives friend Frankie Castel-
luccio (John Lloyd Young) a shot at sing-
ing with the group and brings him in as 
their lead (and Frankie changes his name 
to Vally and then Valli). When their friend 
Joey Pesci (yes, that Joe Pesci, played 
by Joseph Russo) introduces Tommy, 
Frankie, and Nick Massi (Michael Lo-
menda) to songwriter Bob Gaudio (Erich 
Bergen), who had a hit song when he was 
15, Frankie decides he should be an equal 
partner in the group, very much against 
Tommy’s wishes. Needless to say, Frankie 
was right but not everything was sunshine 
and roses as Tommy dug himself and the 
group into a financial hole that Frankie 
vowed to get them out of.

Jersey Boys, the movie, follows the 

stage musical fairly closely save for some 
extra expository scenes at the beginning 
of the movie. But the movie is just missing 
something that makes the show so wonder-
ful, and it’s just that lack of energy that you 
get when this great music is performed live 
on stage. The film itself is oddly quiet for 
the most part, with very little musical un-
derscoring during the non-singing scenes. 
Perhaps Eastwood felt a score would take 
away from the songs, but it just makes the 
movie feel a bit empty and lifeless.

The performances are quite good 
across the board, with Young reprising 
his Tony Award winning role as Frankie… 
although it’s a little hard to buy him as a 
16-year-old at the film’s start. His Frankie 
Valli is the group’s (and the film’s) anchor 
but he seems to always have the weight 
of the world on his shoulders. Even when 
he sings with that amazing voice, he rarely 
smiles. Looking through all of the press 
photos, I could not find a single instance 
of him smiling. And Eastwood claims the 
actors all sang live on set, but there are 
times when that seems questionable (and 
the credits list many of the songs as “per-
formed by Frankie Valli and the Four Sea-
sons,” which makes the situation even 
more curious).

Piazza brings the most spark to his 
role as the volatile Tommy and Renée 
Marino, reprising her Broadway role as 
Mary Delgado (eventually Mrs. Valli), and 
also brings some much needed fire to her 
scenes with Young. Russo does a pretty 

Jersey Boys is a Dreary Interpretation
But you can always 

enjoy the music

good young Joe 
Pesci, but the ac-
tor who will prob-
ably get the most 
notice is Mike 
Doyle for his flam-
boyant portrayal 
of writer/producer 
Bob Crewe. Some 
may say it’s a bit 
too over-the-top, 
but Doyle plays 
the role pretty 
much as it was 
played on stage, 
and with input 
from Valli and 
Gaudio, the de-
piction is probably 
accurate.

Eastwood di-
rects the film with 
little flash, re-
straining himself 

from incorporating a lot of modern camera 
moves and quick edits during the musical 
numbers, which is fitting for the era. The 
film is production-designed perfectly, and 
cinematographer Tom Stern gives the film 
a very muted, almost sepia-toned palette. 
For the most part, the musical segments 
sound terrific, but things go horribly awry 
at what should be the film’s big moment.

In the stage version, when Frankie per-
forms his signature song “Can’t Take My 
Eyes Off You,” it’s a moment that is meant 
to give you goosebumps as he gets to the 
chorus and a full orchestra is revealed. 
In the movie, that reveal comes off a lit-
tle more awkwardly because Eastwood is 
shooting the reveal too much in close-up. 
But that’s not the worst of it. The audio 
mix is atrocious, and the song has been 

re-orchestrated to include some brash, 
sharp, too-loud saxophones which almost 
make your ears bleed, and they completely 
omitted that signature Bob Crewe musical 
touch that tells you it’s a Bob Crewe song 
(and if you’ve ever heard the music Crewe 
did for the movie Barbarella, you’ll know 
what I’m talking about). It was a terribly off-
key musical moment in an otherwise per-
fectly fine audio mix. 

And let’s not even talk about the ter-
rible old-age makeup and wigs applied 
to the actors for their rock & roll hall of 
Fame induction scene.

Eastwood closes the film with what is 
essentially a curtain call, uniting the entire 
cast to dance and sing down the street 
to “Oh What a Night.” It would have been 
nice had he also put the actors’ names with 
their faces since so many of them are vir-
tual unknowns to movie-goers. But the odd 
moment where everyone freezes, hands to 
the sky with no music, may have worked 
onstage with an appreciative audience ap-
plauding wildly but just comes of as an-
other bizarre final moment that makes one 
think “what was Eastwood thinking?”

I had really high hopes for Jersey Boys, 
especially after enjoying the stage version 
so much earlier this year but having that 
so fresh in my memory probably made it 
nearly impossible to appreciate the movie. 

And be warned, the movie is rated R 
mainly for the extremely colorful language 
which has also been imported from the 
stage version. If you’re sensitive to that 
sort of thing, you may want to think twice 
about seeing either. 

If you’ve always wanted to see the 
show but haven’t, then this is an okay in-
troduction (for the most part), but if you do 
have the chance to see it live, don’t pass 
it up. t
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Indochine
1015 North charles Street, Baltimore
410-539-4636

By riCharD finger
Indochine, a Vietnamese res-
taurant located a few doors 
away from Grand Central, has 
just had its grand opening in re-
cent weeks. 

The restaurant itself could 
be a converted railroad flat. The 
three small dining rooms are 
located one behind the other. 
We were seated in the furthest 
dining room from the entrance, 
which was the coolest of them 
all (this was important on a very, 
very hot day).

Our server couldn’t have been more en-
thusiastic to please us, and the other patrons. 
I believe he was truly gratified by providing 
the best experience for the guests of his 
restaurant. We had ordered two glasses of 
Thai iced-tea (tru sua) ($4.50), and they were 
delivered to us in a jiffy. The iced teas were 
quite refreshing, but at $4.50 a glass, I sipped 
mine very slowly. Luckily, our server kept re-
filling our water glasses. 

There is quite a lot of variety on the menu 
to select from, between side items, appetiz-
ers, pho noodle soups, bun-rice vermicelli 
bowls, com phan-rice platters, fried-rice op-
tions, chef’s specials, and vegetarian op-
tions, it was certainly tough to decide what 
to try. Ultimately, we decided to try the gar-
den shrimp rolls (goi cuon tom, $4.95) and 
fried dumplings ($5.95). The shrimp rolls are 

served in a very fine rice wrap. The combi-
nation of the shrimp, fresh mint, and peanut 
dipping-sauce was full of flavor, and from 
my perspective, a great choice. The fried 
dumplings were equally as good. I normally 
do not like fried foods, but these dumplings 
were quite crispy, and served with a soy dip-
ping sauce. On the appetizer menu, there are 
other roll selections, such as spring roll pork 
($4.95), spring roll vegetarian ($4.95), garden 
roll shrimp & pork ($4.95), and garden roll 
vegetarian ($4.95). Besides fried dumplings, 

there is also a crispy calamari 
option ($7.95).

As a main course, I tried the 
grilled shrimp rice platter, served 
with steamed rice, and fresh 
greens, along with a fish sauce 
on the side ($13.95). Fried rice 
can be substituted for an addi-
tional $2 for all of the com phan-
rice platter selections. The por-
tion size was more than enough, 
with everything served fresh and 
hot. The shrimp was quite succu-
lent and overall very satisfying. 
Nick had the com chien la que 
– fried rice with basil and chili. 

The fried rice dishes are served with meat or 
tofu selections and dinner prices range from 
($11.95-13.95). Nick had his fried rice with 
chicken. He really enjoyed his meal, as well.

Overall, while we weren’t blown away by 
the restaurant décor, we were very pleased 
with our meals and our visit to Indochine. Our 
server certainly understood that good custom-
er service can make a world of difference, and 
for us, it certainly did. I am told this restaurant 
will be famous for its pho noodle soups, and 
I will certainly be back to sample for myself. 
Additionally, the smoothies (avocado, straw-
berry, or mango), are unique to the area. They 
are served with jellies specially ordered from 
California. I had the strawberry smoothie, and 
I do recommend it. So, before a visit to the lo-
cal bars, give Indochine a try. I think you’ll be 
glad you did. t

nothing pho about 
the cooking here!

Finger’s
Food

Dining oUt
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cause they have demonstrated manage-
rial talents. The problem grows worse from 
there, many companies do not provide 
adequate training to managers. According 
to Deloitte’s Global Human capital Trends 
2014, two of the top ten most urgent global 
challenges facing organizations today are 
leadership development (#1), and perfor-
mance management (#9). 

When speaking to employees who work 
under poor managers, often I hear com-
plaints that it’s performance-management 
tools or processes that are the blame. In 
other words, some employees are willing 
to give their managers a pass and blame 
the tools companies provide. I say that’s 
a cop-out. A top information-management 
executive I worked with said, “Never let a 
system or application dictate the process.” 
Sure, it’s true there are some performance-
management tools out there that are better 
than others, but good managers know that 
relying on it to do the performance man-
agement for them is not going to work! 

I have always felt a good foundation 
for performance-management consists of 
establishing clear objectives, and engag-
ing in ongoing performance discussions 
throughout the year. The establishment of 
objectives should not be something that 

happens in the be-
ginning of the year, 
and then revisited for 
evaluation at the end 
of the year. Since 
I’ve been an HR 
practitioner, I’ve al-
ways preached the 
A-SMART framework 
for objective-setting 
(Aligned, Specific, 
Measurable, Achiev-
able, Realistic, and 
Time-based). It may 
sound like a cliché, 
but it really works. 

There is so much that happens through-
out the year, and this needs to be cap-
tured and discussed. Often times, manag-
ers will say they’re are too busy to fit this 
into their schedules. Good people-manag-
ers understand this is part of the job, not 
something in addition to it. 

While lots of companies are focus-
ing on delivering profits and shareholder 
value, they’re not focusing on developing 
good performance managers, negatively 
impacting the ability to drive profits and 
share prices even higher. Take the time 
to investigate how your organization per-
forms with performance management. Are 
the right people managing employees? If 
the answer is “no”, what will you do about 
it? t

Good 
Performance 

Management

Business
Richard Finger

The More you 
Know About

yoUr Money

I’ve quoted in a previous article that ac-
cording to a World at Work study done a 
number of years ago, that the number one 
reason high performers leave their jobs is 
due to a poor relationship with their man-
agers. While the root cause for this poor 
relationship can be from a multitude of 
reasons, I’d venture a guess that a high 
percentage of folks would blame poor per-
formance management. Gallup research-
ers have concluded that companies fail to 
choose the right talent for manager posi-
tions 82 percent of the time. In a recent 
Harvard Business Review blog post, it was 

stated that only 1 in 10 employees possess 
all the required traits to be a good man-
ager. Only 18 percent of current manag-
ers have a high level of talent for the job, 
leaving 82 percent that do not. Why is this 
important?

There is no secret there is a high cor-
relation between managerial skill and em-
ployee satisfaction. My own recent work 
has illustrated anecdotally that good man-
agers have more engaged employees, and 
vice versa. You may ask yourself, as I have, 
how is it so that there are so many poor 
people-managers? The answer is quite 
simple, really: in the U.S., most managers 
are chosen because they are good at their 
previous, non-managerial jobs, or selected 
due to tenure in the organization, not be-

Business
Richard Finger

The More you 
Know About

Financial Planning for Singles
By wooDy DerriCkS
Most of my articles have been geared to-
wards couples, yet individuals have financial 
concerns as well. In a relationship, general-
ly, one person handles most of the financial 
planning and money issues. But what hap-
pens when the spouse who actively man-
aged the couple’s assets and financial future 
is no longer the decision-maker? The less 
experienced spouse has to step up to the 
plate, usually with little or no warning. Be-
cause this transfer of responsibility is often 
occasioned by death, disability, or divorce, it 
can be an emotionally challenging time. Yet 
critical decisions concerning investments, in-
surance, financial and estate planning need 
to be made to avoid or minimize financial 
hardships later. 

insurance – Typically when we think of 
insurance, we think of life and/or long-term 
care insurance. While it may be necessary 
to carry some of those types of insurance, 
singles often don’t require as much cover-
age as a couple may. 

Without dependents to provide for 
should a death or long-term care event take 
place, it’s not normally a priority for singles 
to spend the money on insurance simply to 
provide a larger inheritance to adult children, 
extended family, or friends.

One area of insurance that is especially 
important for singles is disability coverage. 
Because you are self-reliant, you need to 
protect your income. If you suffered a dis-
ability and didn’t have sufficient savings, the 
disability could prove to be financially cata-
strophic.

I suggest that you consult your human-
resources department about group disability 
coverage and your financial advisor about 
supplemental insurance. While open enroll-
ment may not be until the fall, knowing your 
options now will help you prepare for you 
benefit elections. You may decide to apply 
for individual coverage and be declined. In 
which case, the group coverage may be your 
only option for disability insurance.

retirement planning – When it comes 
to retirement, you can’t start planning for the 
future soon enough. Again, because you’re 
relying on your income and savings, it’s im-
portant to assess your needs and begin sav-
ing. 

estate planning – In order to make sure 
that your estate is disposed of properly, con-
sider getting a basic estate plan in place-at 
a minimum. A basic estate plan begins with 
naming the beneficiaries on your accounts. 
Many singles (without children) name par-
ents, siblings, or nieces/nephews as benefi-
ciaries of their accounts. Your parents may 
already be retired and your siblings may not 

need the money. If that’s the case, you could 
consider donating a portion of your estate to 
a charity.

The next piece of an estate plan is get-
ting a will. While a will does not bypass pro-
bate, it will help the court transfer your estate 
per your wishes. If you do not have a will, the 
probate court will create one for you. Typi-
cally the court’s will passes assets on to your 
closest living relatives. This may or may not 
be your desired result.

Arguably the most important part of an 
estate plan for singles is getting a power of 
attorney in place for healthcare and finan-
cial issues. In the power of attorney, you’ll 
name someone to handle your health care 
and/or financial matters should you become 
incapacitated. Without these documents, 
your family may have to hire and attorney 
and present to a court why a particular fam-
ily member should be in charge of your well 
being. This may not be the person you would 
select.

In order to protect yourself and prepare 
for the future, you need to act. t

Woody Derricks is a certified financial 
planner and an accredited domestic partner-
ship advisor. reach him at 410-732-2633.

Measure them 
right to make 

them happy



BaLtiMore oUtLoUD  JUNE 27, 2014  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  23 



24 t  BaLtiMore oUtLoUD    JUNE 27, 2014 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive

Sizzle
i know what you did last summer! (I’m on 
Facebook now and saw the pictures.) But 
what are your plans for this summer? You 
don’t have much on the schedule? Well, 
one may think that summer heat and leather 
clothing do not go together and that the ar-
ea’s leather community retreats at this time of 
the year, but nothing could be further from the 
truth. So take off that shirt, strap on a leather 
harness that will show off that summer tan, 
and add some of these hot leather events to 
your calendar. 

On Saturday, June 28 the Highwaymen 
TNT will be hosting a bar night at the Green 

for the weekend for just $70. Visit Liravensmc.
org to reserve your spot now. 

COMMAND, M.C., of Baltimore will also 
be camping it up this summer as they help 
host Motorcycle Leather Weekend II at The 
Woods Campground in Lehighton, Penn-
sylvania, over the weekend of July 25-27. It 
will be worth the trip just to attend the fes-
tive “Boots and Jocks 
Party.” You will want to 
return to The Woods 
on September 12-14 
for Leather Week-
end III and the Mr. & 
Miss Woods Leather 
2014 Contest. For 
more information and 
to make reservations 
visit thewoodscamp-
ground.com. 

Also coming up in early September will 
be Chesapeake Leather and Pride Weekend 
(CLAP) scheduled for September 5-7 at the 
Baltimore Playhouse Resurrection located 
at 3010 Washington Boulevard in Baltimore. 
There will be roundtable discussions, demos, 

Lantern in Washington, D.C. Doors open at 
9 p.m. and there is a $5 cover starting at 
10 p.m. The Highwaymen TNT are always 
a fun group of leather folks. Plus, there are 
$5 Bacardi drinks. Sounds like a hot time to 
me! The 4th of July weekend is always hot 
in Baltimore – but you can make this year’s 
holiday weekend even hotter by attending the 
Touch of Flavor conference on July 4 to 7 at 
the Hunt Valley Inn in Hunt Valley, Maryland. 
This sexy weekend of kink sex education is 
sure to have something for everybody. You 
can select from a large number of workshops 
taught by such well-known leather commu-
nity members as Master Taino, International 
Ms. Leather 2010 Mollena Williams, and 
FIST member Luncinda. Plus there will also 
be a “Black Tied-up Dinner,” a masquerade 
ball, a kinky skills contest, a vendor mart, and 
much more. Visit Atouchofflavor.com for tick-
ets and details. 

It may be difficult to think about Christ-
mas during this warm summer weather, but 
the ShipMates Club of Baltimore will be kick-
ing off their popular daddy Christmas Benefit 
with “Ho Ho in the Heat” on Sunday, July 13 
from 5 to 10 p.m. at The Quest Bar (3607 
Fleet Street in Baltimore). There will be food, 
Jell-O shots, a flea market, a 50-50 raffle, 
and you may even spot Santa! Last year’s 
ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas raised $2,600 
for Moveable Feast. This year the ShipMates 
will be raising money for the Gene Kirchner 
Memorial Fund. (Gene Kirchner was a Reis-
terstown volunteer firefighter and a member 
of our community who died in the line of duty 
at the age of 25.) The ShipMates also have a 
bar night planned at The Loft / Grand Central 
on Sunday, July 27 and will be joining forces 
with the Reading Railmen for a bar night at 
the Red Star Saloon (11 South 10th Street in 
Reading, Pennsylvania) on Saturday, August 
16. 

Over the weekend of July 18 to 20, the 
Long Island Ravens, M.C., will hosting a 
leather weekend at the Hillside Campground 
in Gibson, Pennsylvania. The popular New 
York leather club has set aside a site for 60 
people and will supply all your food and drink 

Schedule Some 
Summer 
Sizzle!

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

“I know what you did 
last summer! (I’m on 

Facebook now and saw 
the pictures.) But what 
are your plans for this 

summer?”

and an exhibit of the Carter/ Johnson Leather 
Library. Plus additional events are planned 
during the weekend at other locations in Bal-
timore. More details will follow as the event 
gets closer! 

The big event that everyone in the Mid-
Atlantic leather community is excited about 
this summer is the grand opening of the 

new d.C. Eagle at 
3701 Benning Road 
in Washington. The 
new location of this 
iconic leather bar will 
feature a main bar, 
dance bar, restaurant, 
and a cigar bar. Work 
is very much under-
way and the main bar 
area should open in 
late August or early 

September. It will be a hot and historic night 
in our local leather community that will be at 
the top of my schedule. Already open in D.C. 
is a new leather and fetish gear store called 
Trick Box. (You’ve got to love that name!) It 
is located at 2300 rhode Island Avenue, NE. 

There is no need to wait for a special 
event to break out your leather. Every Friday 
is Leather / Levi Night at The Loft at Grand 
Central in Baltimore. Folks in leather can en-
joy $3 domestic beers from 8 to 11 p.m. and 
$1 off all drinks from 11 p.m. to close. Plus 
you can enjoy a cigar on the bar’s comfortable 
deck. Up at Altland’s Ranch in Spring Grove, 
Pennsylvania, it is Bear & Leather Night every 
second Saturday of the month featuring $2 do-
mestic bottles, a $4 cover, and a potluck buf-
fet. These are just a few of the leather events 
planned for our area this summer. If your club 
or organization has a leather event planned, 
please contact me and tell me all about it. I will 
add it to my schedule. It is easy to reach me. 
You can message me on Facebook. t

ShipMates 
Check pre-

sentation 
from Daddy 

Christmas 2013 
to Moveable 

feast 

Man Place B&B

Find your
Private 
Getaway in
West Virginia

manplacegbb.com
304-289-5491
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BEFORE YOU BUY...
PRICE PACKER!

9801 Pulaski Hwy. Middle River, MD

443-777-5000 AlPacker.com • Open 24/7
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

IF YOU’RE LOOKING 

FOR A NEW OR USED 

CAR, TRUCK OR SUV...

I’M YOUR

MAN!Blake Drinkard
Main: 443-777-5000
Cell: 410-971-9927


