
release, MME today highlighted a memo 
by PPP pollster Tom Jensen noting there 
has been a “major shift in opinion about gay 
marriage among black voters [in Maryland].” 
Fifty-five percent of African Americans now 
say they would vote for the law and only 36% 
oppose it. These numbers have essentially 
flipped since PPP conducted an identical poll 
in March.

The MBFA believes that recent announce-
ments by both President Barack Obama’s and 
the NAACP’s of support for marriage equality 
have helped to create a positive environment 
for African Americans to have real conversa-
tions about why all families, including Black 
families headed by same-sex couples, de-
serve to be valued.

“People tend to believe that African Amer-
icans are dead set against marriage equality. 
However the reality is that African American 
attitudes are not half as intense as people 
thought they were,” said Lester K. Spence, 
associate professor of political science at 

OUT Marriage Foes 
Submit Needed 

Signatures

By Steve Charing
Virtually all marriage equality ad-
vocates expected the opposition 
to garner a sufficient number of 
signatures to place the same-sex 
marriage law before the voters in 
a referendum this November. They 
accomplished that on May 29 as 
they submitted more than 122,000 
such signatures according to the 
Baltimore Sun, 55,736 are required. 

The Maryland Marriage Alliance, 
the group leading the opposition to 
the Civil Marriage Protection Act 
that was signed by Governor Martin 
O’Malley on March 1, hopes to col-
lect 150,000 signatures by the June 
30 deadline. This is to safeguard 
against signatures deemed invalid 
based on review by the state board 
of elections.

Boxes of petitions were deliv-
ered to the secretary of state’s of-
fice. Afterwards, Rev. Derek McCoy, 
who heads the Maryland Marriage 
Alliance, said the effort was “abso-
lutely exhilarating” and that “Mary-
landers have a right to vote on this 
issue.”

Both sides of the debate jock-
eyed to present their points of view 
following the delivery of the peti-
tions. “Given the low bar for petition-
ing a law to the ballot in Maryland, 
we’ve always expected same-sex 
marriage opponents to meet that 
threshold and then some – up to 
their stated target of 150,000,” 
Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
campaign manager Josh Levin said 
in a statement.

“But don’t confuse meeting the 
legal requirement with intensity or 
measure of support,” Levin pointed 
out. “It’s clear those opposed to 
marriage equality are losing ground. 
Our PPP poll last week showed 
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African-American Support for Same-Sex Marriage Surges
The leaders of the Maryland Black Family 
Alliance (MBFA) celebrated the announce-
ment of a new poll showing that growth 
in African American support for marriage 
equality is helping to create a huge pub-
lic opinion swing in favor of legal protec-
tions for all families in Maryland. Overall, 
the Public Policy Poll of Maryland voters 
shows a decisive majority (57%) would 
vote in favor of same-sex marriage if it 
is on the ballot in November, while 37% 
would vote against. 

“These numbers confirm what those 
of us in the community already knew – 
that when we are faced squarely with the 
question of whether all Maryland families 
should be treated as equals, not in the 
church house, but in the State House – 
we stand on the side of justice,” said Rev. 
Larry Brumfield, president of the Maryland 
Black Family Alliance. 

The MBFA is a coalition member of 
Marylanders for Marriage Equality(MME), 
which released the poll today. In a press 

—continued on page 2

By Steve Charing
It’s become a rite of spring. Every mid-
June going back decades, June Horner 
gathers her PFLAG buttons and placards 
from her Sykesville, Maryland, home and 
stuffs them into the already cramped trunk 
of her car. She needs to move around 
several hundred PFLAG and safe-school 
pamphlets as well as other LGBT literature 
to allow space for the signs, which she al-
ways takes with her to the Capital Pride 
(Washington, D.C.) and Baltimore Pride 
parades. 

Typically, the sign June and her hus-
band Graham hoist up at these events 
reads: “Our kids are fine – just the way 
they are.” But there are others she will em-
ploy too, depending on the event and the 
message she wants to convey. Often, June 
can be seen at Lobby Day rallies or other 
parades raising the familiar “Civil marriage 

is a civil right” placard or a “Someone you 
love is gay” bumper sticker. 

June is a recognizable figure. Usually 
donned in a “I’m a PFLAG Mom” tee-shirt 
or similar PFLAG garb, khaki shorts, a pink 
HRC cap or straw hat with an assortment 
of LGBT-related buttons, and a fanny pack, 
June Horner, who is in her early seventies, 
crams more energy in her small frame 
than most Generation Y folks – one of the 
primary groups she has been fighting for 
when it comes to LGBT rights and equality.

And come this June 16, she will be 
even more recognizable. June Horner has 
been named unanimously by the Baltimore 
Pride Committee to be the parade’s grand 
marshal – an honor that has been tradition-
ally reserved for city leaders and pioneers 
in the LGBT rights movement.

“June Horner has been to every single 
Baltimore Pride parade,” Donald Young, 

parade committee chair explained to Bal-
timore OUTloud. “Her outstanding work 
in PFLAG and her belief that every hu-
man being should be treated equally and 

We Have Pride in June

international Mr Leather 2012, Woody Woodruff
credit: Richard Puller

June horner, Baltimore Pride parade’s 
grand marshal

Larry 
Brumfield, 

president of 
the Maryland 
Black Family 

alliance

—continued on page 4

—continued on page 9

More than double the 
required amount collected
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based on character, not on sexual orienta-
tion were the reasons June was selected.”

June is modest and humble about her 
numerous accomplishments, and this was 
no exception. “I am pleased beyond mea-
sure or words to be chosen for this honor.”

Her work for LGBT equality 
began nearly three decades ago 
upon learning that her youngest 
son, Mark was gay. “Back in 1984 
we quickly became aware of the 
existence of a frightening, hor-
rible amount of misunderstand-
ing and discrimination against 
LGB individuals and commu-
nity,” June noted. “Transgender 
wasn’t even on the radar.”

She was struck by the fact 
that because her son is gay, he 
would be discriminated against 
and treated worse than her other 
children. “I felt I simply had no 
choice other than jump in and try 
to get involved to tell the world 
as best I could within whatever 
limited capacities I might have, 
that good people are being mis-
understood and hurt and this has 
got to stop. And this has been my passion 
and my purpose for over 25 years now… 
and counting.”

Realizing that families suffer from the 
same pain and injustice that their LGBT 
members experience, June discovered 
PFLAG – Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays – that same year. “The 
pain of parents and families who feel pow-
erless as they watch the suffering of their 
LGBT loved ones is exquisite and intense,” 
June says. “Any parent can attest to the 
feeling: ‘If I could only bear the pain for my 
child. If I could only make it better.’ Help-
lessly watching loved ones suffer somehow 
seems to increase the pain exponentially.” 

PFLAG is a place where parents, friends 
and family members are empowered to 
work together with the LGBT community to 
create change, as June put it, “one heart at 
a time.” Back then there were a relatively 
small number of chapters. “I was inspired 
by the work of those who had come before 
me, and was emboldened (because I would 
not be working alone) to make a start to-
ward creating change by doing those things 
that PFLAG does best – support, education 
and advocacy.”

June’s recollection of the AIDS crisis is 
profound. “When I became involved in mid 
– 1980’s, ARC soon-to-be called AIDS was 
decimating the gay community. Funerals 
were happening every week. PFLAG fami-
lies were banding together to support and 

attempt to be spokespersons to educate 
the general public. It seemed the Federal 
Government was doing nothing and really 
didn’t care. Those were heartbreaking and 
exhausting times. Thank goodness, we’ve 
come a long way… but still much work to 
be done.”

June started a PFLAG chapter in Bal-
timore in 1985, 
and it began 
well. But after 
the first year 
there was a 
d e c r e a s i n g 
i n v o l v e m e n t 
from the city’s 
parents. Other 
s u b s e q u e n t 
attempts to 
establish a 
chapter failed 
to catch on, so 
currently there 
is none in Bal-
timore.

U n d a u n t -
ed, PFLAG 
reached into 
the suburbs. 
In 1994 June 
was a founding 

member of the Columbia-Howard County 
chapter that was started by Colette Rob-
erts and Linda Linton. And she continues 
to be a vital member of the chapter today. 
June has been on the steering committee 
since its inception and currently serves as 
the chapter’s treasurer and librarian as well 
as any other function for which she feels 
she can help. June is also a popular speak-
er before employee, community and LGBT 
groups. 

And she is one 
fierce advocate. 
Always telling her 
story to elected 
officials either 
at Lobby Day or 
some other event, 
June consistently 
impresses. She 
has testified in 
front of legisla-
tive committees 
in an effort to 
move the mar-
riage equality bill 
along. Republi-
can Senator Allen 
Kittleman credits 
June along with 
other PFLAG ad-
vocates for help-
ing him see the 
light in supporting 

marriage equality. She was on hand to wit-
ness Governor O’Malley’s signing the bill 
into law in March, and she later hugged him 
for his efforts.

Recognizing the need for an LGBT sup-
port group in conservative Carroll County, 
June along with other concerned county 
residents helped establish a PFLAG chap-
ter in Westminster in 2011. She sits on their 
steering committee as well.

June Horner began marching in Balti-
more’s Pride Parade in 1986. “I am truly 
proud of my gay son, and I was and con-
tinue to be ready to tell the world!!” she 
beams. “I’m proud of every son and daugh-
ter of our fabulous community.”

She has marched in countless pride 
parades over the years in D.C., Baltimore, 
New York, San Francisco and Philadelphia. 
“Marching in pride parades is the easy and 
fun part,” June points out. “Not so easy but 
most essential is changing the law. Old dis-
criminatory laws needed to be changed. 
New civil rights and protections need to be 
added.”

June acknowledges that we’ve come 
a long way but we’re not done yet. “Now 
we’re preparing for the referendum which 
will surely come. And we’ll be trying our 
best to spread the word to Vote FOR the 
Maryland Civil Marriage Protection Act in 
the November election.”

This tireless PFLAG Mom has been 
the quintessential ally, and the LGBT com-
munity of Baltimore and beyond should be 
eternally grateful as she has dedicated the 
past two and a half decades passionately 
fighting for the cause.

As we approach yet another Pride Pa-
rade, June won’t have to march this time; 
she can ride, right up front. 

Cheer her on! t

We have PriDe in JUne
– continued from front page 

June horner at 1986 
Baltimore Pride
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THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Recent surveys have had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 30, 2012 will be entered into a drawing to win one of 
fi ve US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profi t charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2012 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and LGBT Market Research & Development Lab are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey®: Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefi ts. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also infl uence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and infl uences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and 
operated, independent market research and communications fi rm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third 
parties or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certifi ed. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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The National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People released a resolu-
tion on May 19 supporting marriage equal-
ity. At a meeting of the 103-year old civil 
rights group’s board of directors, the orga-
nization voted to support marriage equal-
ity as a continuation of its historic commit-
ment to equal protection under the law. 
“The mission of the NAACP has always 
been to ensure the political, 
social and economic equal-
ity of all people,” said Roslyn M. 
Brock, chairman of the board 
of directors of the NAACP. “We 
have and will oppose efforts to 
codify discrimination into law.” 
“Civil marriage is a civil right 
and a matter of civil law. The 
NAACP’s support for mar-
riage equality is deeply root-
ed in the 14th Amendment 
of the Constitution and equal 
protection of all people,” said Benja-
min Todd Jealous, NAACP president. 
The NAACP has addressed civil rights with 
regard to marriage since loving v. Virginia 
declared anti-miscegenation laws unconsti-
tutional in 1967. In recent years the NAACP 
has taken public positions against state and 
federal efforts to ban the rights and privileges 
for LGBT citizens, including strong opposition 
to Proposition 8 in California, the Defense of 
Marriage Act, and most recently, North Caro-
lina’s Amendment 1, which changed the state 
constitution’s to prohibit same sex marriage.

“The NAACP has long been the nation’s 
conscience and champion for an America 
where all share equally in the promise of liberty 
and justice for all,” said Evan Wolfson, presi-

dent of Freedom to Marry in a statement. “The 
NAACP resoundingly affirmed that the free-
dom to marry is a civil right and family value 
that belongs to all of us and that discriminatory 
barriers to marriage must fall. The toxic tactics 
of anti-gay groups like NOM to ‘drive a wedge 
between blacks and gays’ will be washed 
away in the wave of righteous affirmation.” 

At a press conference at the NAACP’s 
national headquarters in Balti-
more on May 21, Jealous said, 
“We make this statement today 
because it is the legacy and re-
sponsibility of the NAACP to 
speak up on the civil rights issue 
of our times. We are both proud of 
our history and challenged by it – 
challenged to never allow threats 
to equality for all people under the 
law to go uncontested.”

He added, “We want to be on the 
record that the NAACP now firmly 

opposes all efforts to restrict marriage equality.” 
Below is the text of the resolution passed by 
the NAACP board of directors: “The NAACP 
Constitution affirmatively states our objec-
tive to ensure the “political, educational, 
social and economic equality” of all people. 
Therefore, the NAACP has opposed and will 
continue to oppose any national, state, local 
policy or legislative initiative that seeks to 
codify discrimination or hatred into the law or 
to remove the Constitutional rights of LGBT 
citizens. We support marriage equality con-
sistent with equal protection under the law 
provided under the 14th Amendment. Further, 
we strongly affirm the religious freedoms of 
all people as protected by the First Amend-
ment.” t

NAACP Okays Same-Sex Marriage

By Steve Charing
Same-sex marriage in Maryland will not 
be legal until January 2013 provided that 
a referendum attempt to overturn the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act fails. But divorce 
of same-sex couples is now legal.

By a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Mary-
land Court of Appeals – the state’s high-
est court – ruled on May 18 that same-sex 
couples who were legally married in other 
states (and D.C.) may obtain divorces in 
Maryland.

“The high court of Maryland confirmed 
today in this divorce case that out-of-state 
marriages of same-sex couples are en-
titled to legal recognition under longstand-
ing principles of comity, allowing this cou-
ple the same access to a divorce as other 
married couples whose relationships have 
ended,” said Susan Sommer, Director of 
Constitutional Litigation at Lambda Legal. 
“The Court of Appeals’ ruling establishes 
that Maryland law respects marriages of 
same-sex couples entered elsewhere, 
bringing clarity to the legal recognition due 

these marriages.” 
The case involved Jessica Port, a 

Maryland resident and Virginia Anne 
Cowan of the District of Columbia who 
were married in San Francisco. They pe-
titioned for divorce and appealed a Prince 
George’s County judge’s denial of the peti-
tion in 2010.

“We are glad 
that the Court 
of Appeals has 
resolved this 
issue,” Carrie 
Evans, execu-
tive director of 
Equality Maryland, told Baltimore OUT-
loud. “Ms. Port and Ms. Cowan are able to 
use the courts of Maryland to move on with 
their lives.”

In February 2010, Attorney General 
Douglas Gansler issued an opinion that 
Maryland should recognize those same-
sex marriages conducted in jurisdictions 
where they are legal. This court decision 
validates Mr. Gansler’s opinion. t

MD Court of Appeals 
Recognizes Same-Sex Divorces

Johns Hopkins University. “And when trusted 
elites like President Obama or even JayZ ex-
press support, African Americans tend to re-
visit and revise their own attitudes.”

Founded in 2007, the Maryland Black 
Family Alliance is an alliance of straight, black 
allies who are faith leaders, elected officials, 
social workers, artists, professors, activists, 
attorneys, mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers 
and friends who all believe injustice for all of 
Maryland families – including those headed 
by same-sex households.

“Things are moving in Maryland,” said 
Josh Levin, campaign manager for Maryland-

aFriCan-aMeriCan 
SUPPOrt FOr SaMe-Sex 

Marriage SUrgeS
– continued from front page 

ers for Marriage Equality. “We’re approach-
ing a supermajority who want to uphold the 
state’s new marriage law. The message of 
stronger families and greater fairness is reso-
nating, and we’re confident Maryland will be 
the first state to win a ballot measure on mar-
riage equality and religious freedom.”

Working in partnership with black LGBT 
leadership and advocacy organizations, the 
MBFA’s seeks to frame the discourse among 
black Marylanders on civil marriage for 
same-sex couples, as well as educate and 
empower allies and potential allies about 
issues of importance to Maryland’s black 
LGBT communities, including HIV/AIDS, 
combating violence and addressing issues 
of social justice. t

[ [Offering Bankruptcy Assistance
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Mark F. Scurti, Esquire    ●     410. 938. 8718    ●     mscurti@hpklegal.com
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HPK is a debt relief law fi rm that helps individuals and businesses fi le 
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Decision Affirms Opposition to Government Efforts to Codify Discrimination

Benjamin Jealous
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I GOT
MYSELF
TESTED
GYTNOW.ORG

Getting yourself tested for HIV is the first 
step in taking responsibility for your sexual 
health and the health of your partners. 
BaltimoreStatusUpdate.com

HAVE BALLS.  GET TESTED.
STATUS
UPDATE

Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 

Are you or someone you know in need
of HIV Primary Medical Care and

Case Management Services?
HIV is NOT a death sentence; care management can

prolong your life and improve your health. Take
charge of your life, get life saving treatments.

The Baltimore City Health Department, HIV Care Linkage 
Team can help

We offer
• Care Linkage services to quality medical care providers
• Same-day appointments
•  Referral & Transportation services to first & 2nd appointments
• Free gift for enrolling

Services offered to insured and uninsured clients
Care Linkage Team:

Kevin Coger: 410-948-2593
Orline Johnson: 410-627-5083
Rodrique Sumpter: 410-627-8374
Sheridan Johnson: 443-564-2007

SAVE THE DATE
1/1/13
With the signing of the Civil Marriage Protection Act, Maryland is one 
step closer to marriage equality. Smyth would like to take the opportunity 
to acknowledge this great milestone. 
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have better gaydar than others, since 
studies have only tested this aptitude in 
college students. Tabak speculates that 
“people from older generations or differ-
ent cultures who may not have grown up 
knowing they were interacting with gay 
people” may be less accurate in making 
gay versus straight judgments. (Science-
daily.com at Sciencedaily.com/releas-
es/2012/05/120516115859.htm)

ExxonMobil 
shareholders 
to vote on job 
protections
Dallas, tx – ExxonMobil shareholders 
meeting at the Meyerson Symphony Cen-
ter on May 30 will vote on a proposal to 
add sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity to the company’s employment nondis-
crimination policy. Members of GetEQUAL, 
environmental activists and others plan to 
protest outside the symphony hall. In the 
past, the company has sometimes hired 
counter protesters to draw media attention 
away from its detractors. Mobil was one of 
the first companies in the world to include 
sexual orientation in its nondiscrimination 
policy and offer benefits to the same-sex 
partners of gay employees. But Exxon-
Mobil rescinded those policies after the 
merger.

“ExxonMobil has received $1.3 bil-
lion in federal contracts,” said Daniel 
Cates, North Texas regional coordinator 
for GetEQUAL. “That’s why we’re push-
ing [President Barack] Obama on issuing 
an executive 
order.” Such 
an order would 
require federal 
contractors to 
include sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n 
and gender 
identity in their 
nondiscrimina-
tion policies if they do business with the 
federal government. However, Obama an-
nounced earlier this year that he doesn’t 
plan to sign the proposed order anytime 
soon. “Most Fortune 500 companies real-
ize that nondiscrimination is good for busi-
ness,” Cates said.

A shareholder-initiated change to the 
policy has been proposed each year since 
Mobil and Exxon merged in 1999. The 
percentage of shareholders voting for the 
policy has increased steadily. This year, 
the resolution was initiated by New York 

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyOnD the BeLtWay

Yes! Gaydar is for 
real, study shows
Seattle, Washington – After seeing faces 
for less than a blink of an eye, college stu-
dents have accuracy greater than mere 
chance in judging others’ sexual orienta-
tion. Their “gaydar” persisted even when 
they saw the photos upside-down, and gay 
versus straight judgments were more ac-
curate for women’s faces than for men’s. 
The findings, published May 16 in the 
open-access online journal PLoS ONE, 
suggest that we unconsciously make gay 
and straight distinctions. “It may be simi-
lar to how we don’t have to think about 
whether some-
one is a man 
or a woman or 
black or white,” 
said lead au-
thor Joshua 
Tabak, a psy-
chology graduate student at the University 
of Washington. “This information confronts 
us in everyday life.” Tabak says that our 
ability to spontaneously assess sexual ori-
entation based on observation or instinct 
conflicts with the assertion that if people 
just kept their sexual orientation to them-
selves then no one else would know and 
discrimination wouldn’t exist, an argument 
frequently used by opponents of anti-dis-
crimination policies for lesbian, gay and 
bisexual people.

In the study, 129 college students 
viewed 96 photos each of young adult men 
and women who identified themselves 
as gay or straight. Concerned that facial 
hair, glasses, makeup and piercings might 
provide easy clues, the researchers only 
used photos of people who did not have 
such embellishments. They cropped the 
grayscale photos so that only faces, not 
hairstyles, were visible. For women’s fac-
es, participants were 65 percent accurate 
in telling the difference between gay and 
straight faces when the photos flashed on 
a computer screen. Even when the faces 
were flipped upside down, participants 
were 61 percent accurate in telling the two 
apart. At 57 percent accuracy, they had a 
harder time differentiating gay men from 
straight men. The participants’ accuracy 
slipped to 53 percent – still statistically 
above chance – when the men’s faces ap-
peared upside down.

Don’t think you have gaydar? You’re 
not alone. Tabak says that in his experi-
ments there are “always a small number 
of people with no ability to distinguish gay 
and straight faces.” It’s unclear why some 

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli, who 
wants the company to not only amend the 
nondiscrimination policy, but also to begin 
offering health benefits to the spouses of 
employees married in the Empire State. 
“ExxonMobil’s failure to include sexual ori-
entation and gender identity in its written 
equal employment policy has made the 
company an outlier among its peers,” Di-
Napoli. From a shareholder’s perspective, 
this policy means that ExxonMobil isn’t 
able to attract and retain the best talent 
to come work for the company. ExxonMo-
bil maintains the lowest possible rating on 
the Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate 
Equality Index, with a minus-25. (dallas 
Voice – david Taffet at dallasvoice.com)

Governor O’Malley 
seeks support 
for marriage in 
Arizona
Scottsdale, aZ 
– Maryland Gov. 
Martin O’Malley 
says that Presi-
dent Barack 
Obama’s support 
of marriage equal-
ity could help in 
what’s expected 
to be a battle at 
the ballot box to 
preserve same-
sex marriage in 
his state. During 
a visit to Arizona, 
O’Malley meet 
with local LGBT 
leaders who donated to the Maryland Mar-
riage Fund, set up by the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) to defend marriage 
equality in Maryland. After it was approved 
by the Maryland Legislature, O’Malley 
signed the same-sex marriage bill on 
March 1, an event that he called a “phe-
nomenal moment.” He was in Scottsdale to 
speak at the Arizona Democratic Heritage 
Dinner.

But opponents are mobilizing to gather 
more than 50,000 signatures needed to get 
a referendum on the ballot in November 
to overturn the law. “There will be a state 
that is the first to affirm marriage equality,” 
O’Malley said. “I believe our state will be 
the first.”

O’Malley’s Arizona visit on May 10 
came during what the governor called a 
week of “whiplash” on the issue, with vot-
ers in North Carolina approving a measure 

defining marriage as between one man and 
one woman, followed by Obama’s historic 
announcement supporting marriage for 
gay and lesbian couples. O’Malley noted 
that public opinion has been evolving on 
the issue. “It’s one of the faster-moving is-
sues of its kind in modern history,” he said. 
“The consensus point has moved quickly.” 
Support for marriage equality is being driv-
en by what O’Malley called a “dance mix” 
of religious freedom and human dignity. He 
acknowledged that he’s done “a bit of a 
tap dance” on marriage equality as he de-
cided when the moment was right to take a 
stand. In hindsight, he said he could have 
made marriage equality a bigger issue dur-
ing his 2010 re-election campaign or made 
it a priority during the 2011 legislative ses-
sion when the measure was defeated. 
O’Malley said he has personal experience 
with generational differences on the issue, 
noting that when the topic comes up at the 
dinner table, his four children ranging in 
age from 9 to 20 question why there’s a 
problem. (Echo MagazinE – Glenn Gullick-
son at echomag.com)

Dayton, Cincinnati 
approve domestic 
partnership 
measures
Dayton, Oh – On May 2, the Dayton city 
commissioners voted unanimously to join 
five other Ohio cities with domestic partner 
registries. While the registry, which begins 
on June 1, does not offer any benefits in 
itself, registering as domestic partners can 
be used as proof for employers who offer 
insurance benefits to partners of employ-
ees. The registry is open to opposite-sex 
and same-sex couples who are not mar-
ried or in a domestic partnership already. 
Couples would also have to affirm that they 
are in a committed relationship, are 18 or 
older and are not related in any way that 
would prevent them from marrying if they 
were able. They must also live together. 

The same day, Cincinnati City Council 
voted 8-1 to pass domestic partner ben-
efits for city employees. “It feels great,” 
said Chris Seelbach, the city’s first openly 
gay council member. I’m very happy and 
proud of my colleagues that they were will-
ing to stand with me on this.” Seelbach 
had promised to make this measure one 
of his first priorities in office. “In the end, 
we’re doing this because it’s the right thing 
to do,” he added. The sole dissenting vote 
was from councilor Charlie Winburn, who is 
an evangelical Christian minister. Winburn 

gov. Martin O’Malley
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of BaltiMorE oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

indicated he 
needed more 
legal clarifica-
tion before he 
could vote on 
the motion.

C l e v e -
land Heights, 
Cleveland, To-
ledo, Yellow 
Springs and 
Athens also 
instituted do-

mestic partner registries, none of which 
convey legal benefits in themselves. Cin-
cinnati’s vote came a day after Covington, 
Kentucky approved similar benefits. Cov-
ington officials said they acted quickly to 
beat Cincinnati to the punch. (gay PEoPlE’s 
chroniclE – anthony Glassman at Gaypeo-
pleschronicle.com)

Colin Powell OK 
with same-sex 
marriage
Washington, D.C. – Retired Gen. Colin 
Powell is known for the high positions he’s 
held in the U.S. military and government. 
He is a for-
mer chairman 
of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff 
and served as 
secretary of 
state for for-
mer President 
George W. 
Bush. Howev-
er, in the LGBT 
community Powell became infamous for 
one thing: ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’ 

Powell was one of the masterminds 
behind the discriminatory law, which ru-
ined more than 14,500 military careers. He 

eventually came out against DADT in 2010 
and supported President Obama’s call for 
repeal. Times have changed, he said. Still, 
Powell wasn’t exactly welcomed into the 
good graces of the LGBT community with 
open arms. However, during a CNN inter-
view with Wolf Blitzer, May 23, Powell said 
that of the same-sex couples he knows 
“‘[T]hey are as stable a family as my family 
is and so I don’t see any reason not to say 
that they should be able to get married.”

Powell’s expression of support for 
marriage equality is a strong sign of the 
changing views of the country on same-
sex marriage. His statement comes two 
weeks after President Obama announced 
on May 9 that he had ‘evolved’ on the issue 
and now believes that same-sex couples 
should be allowed to marry. During the 
CNN interview, Blitzer asked Powell, “Are 
you with the President in supporting Gay 
marriage?” Powell responded. “I have no 
problem with it but as I’ve thought about 
Gay marriage, I know a lot of friends who 
are individually Gay but are in partnerships 
with loved ones, and they are as stable a 
family as my family is, and they raise chil-
dren. And so I don’t see any reason not to 
say that they should be able to get mar-
ried.” (sEattlE gay nEws – Shaun Knittel 
at Sgn.org)

U. of Texas 
Arlington to 
expand LGBT 
programs
arlington, tx – The University of Texas 
at Arlington will further its efforts this sum-
mer to bring informative, educational and 
recreational programs and activities to the 
college’s LGBT community. An LGBTQA 
and gender identity task force was cre-
ated in February and began assessing 
the school’s current programs, and look-
ing at possible ways to improve the cam-
pus atmosphere for the community and 
its allies, said 
Frank Lamas, 
UTA’s vice 
president for 
student affairs. 
Lamas initi-
ated the task 
force when he 
learned that 
not much was 
happening for the LGBT community.

More programming and education be-
gan with the creation of the Safe Zone 
program three years ago. The program 

educates students and staff members on 
diversity, and provides LGBT students with 
a list of on-campus resources and places 
they can go to talk while feeling comfortable, 
Lamas said. The Safe Zone, along with a 
campus GSA, counseling services and other 
programs, offers a variety of outlets. But La-
mas said during discussions with students in 
the last few years, the need for the university 
to do more has been brought up. “I had con-
cerns that we weren’t doing enough to sup-
port these students from the feedback I was 
getting,” he said.

The nine-member task force produced 
four recommendations to help expand cur-
rent programming and create new endeav-
ors, which Lamas said were “a very good 
starting point.” The recommendations in-
cluded adding two graduate interns to su-
pervise LGBT programs, as well as several 
peer volunteers, and additional funding for 
programs and the Safe Zone initiative. La-
mas brought the recommendations to the 
student allocation committee in April. Out 
of the committee’s $54,000 annual budget 
to fund student affairs and other groups, 
$30,000 was allocated to the initiative, with 
Lamas putting in the additional $6,000 from 
his budget. (dallas VoicE –anna Waugh at 
dallasvoice.com)

Dutch police 
dismantle gay 
prostitution ring
Limburg, the netherlands – Radio Neth-
erlands Worldwide reports that Dutch police 
have dismantled a prostitution ring that in-
volved dozens of young Romanian men. Four 
people in the southern province of Limburg 
have been arrested. The Romanian men were 
brought to the Netherlands without being told 
that they were to work as prostitutes. Accord-
ing to the police, the men were required to give 
their “pimps” their passports and whatever 
they earned. Those who refused to cooperate 
were put under pressure and blackmailed.

The men were told to use gay chat sites 
to find customers. Some clients were black-
mailed with secretly-taken footage and were 
too afraid to inform the police. 

The case came to light when one of the 
Romanian men went to the police. Two more 
people came forward this week. Police have 
searched the suspects’ homes and have 
seized their computers, mobile telephones, 
pictures and other materials. t (radio Neth-
erlands Worldwide at rnw.nl/english/bulletin/
dutch-police-dismantle-gay-prostitution-ring)

BeyOnD the BeLtWay

gen. Colin Powell

Chris Seelbach
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By tOBy graCe
The young man that captured his college 
roomate, Tyler Clementi, on a webcam 
while being intimate with another man is 
facing sentencing later this week after being 
found guilty of invasion of privacy and bias 
hate crimes. The various demonstrations 
around New Jersey in support of Dahrun 
Ravi, as well as the voices of almost every 
LGBT publication (including this one) and 
many independent gay pundits of note, all 
calling for a non-custodial sentence in this 
case deserve to be heard by the court. 
The prosecutor, obviously keen for a con-
viction and harsh sentence at any price, 
has certainly paid no attention to the intel-
ligent and reasoned voices from the com-
munity that have repeatedly called for a 
lenient sentence. The question arises as 
to who the prosecutor thinks he is protect-
ing by this harsh and narrow application 
of the law. Does he supposehe is protect-
ing the LGBT community from homopho-
bia? But no substantive evidence has 
ever shown that Ravi is homophobic. Is 
he protecting the community from college 
student pranks? If we are to jail students 
for pranks, we might as well shut down 
the colleges and build a lot more prisons. 
It would appear that the New Jersey bias 

crime law is rapidly going the way of Me-
gan’s Law: another tool to destroy the lives 
of harmless people. Megan’s law was writ-
ten to impose serious penalties on danger-
ous sex offenders. Unfortunately, it has 
also swept up numerous high school stu-
dents, guilty of no more than an ill-advised 
love affair, ruining their lives in the process. 
Likewise, our bias crime laws were written 
with the idea of protecting many minori-
ties from the bashers and haters. Unfortu-
nately, in the hands of a prosecutor who 
cares for nothing but building a reputation 
as a winner of cases and “tough litigator,” 
the law is a way of destroying someone 
like Dahrun Ravi – a young man of great 
promise, no previous record of wrong-do-
ing and no convincing homophobic intent. 
Clearly Ravi’s life means nothing to the 
prosecutor but it should – it must – mean 
something to the court. We urge the court 
to hand down a non-custodial sentence 
of community service and thus to bring at 
least some sense of proportion into this 
terrible affair. t

editor’s note: On May 21, Dharun Ravi 
was sentenced to 30 days in the Middlesex 
County jail in North Brunswick New Jersey. 

Toby Grace is the senior editor for oUt 
in JErsEy.  

  

thinking OUt LOUD

No Jail Time for Dahrun Ravi – Please
 neWS // LOCAL

By CUrtiS PriCe
In May, the Baltimore wing of the BESURE 
(BEhavioral SUrveillance Research) Study 
released results from their latest research. 
The MSM Wave 3, which ran from Septem-
ber to December 2011, is part of a three-
pronged study. Besides men who have sex 
with men (MSM), BESURE targets IDUs 
(Intravenous Drug Users) and heterosexu-
als at risk for HIV. 

Each year, BESURE collects data on 
sexual behaviors in one target group, us-
ing data to spot trends in sexual practices 
and HIV infection. Baltimore BESURE it-
self is part of a multi-site national study 
funded by the CDC and partners with the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and 
the Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene.

In the third MSM cycle since the local 
BESURE project was launched in 2005, 
403 MSMs were interviewed about their 
sexual behaviors. Outreach teams re-
cruited men outside local bars and street-
based venues, mostly interviewing on site. 
(You may have seen the white BESURE 
vans parked near the Hippos, Leon’s, The 
Drinkery and other bars last fall.) 

Seventy-six percent of participants 
were black, not Hispanic, fourteen percent 
white, not Hispanic, with nine percent self-
described as “other.” Thirty-one percent 
were aged 18-24, 27% were 25-34, 17% 
were 35-44 and a quarter were 45 or older. 
Close to one-third each said they worked 
either full-time or were unemployed, with 
the remaining third divided between part-
time workers and those not in the labor 
force. Sixty-four percent self-identified as 
homosexual/gay, a third bisexual and the 
remainder as heterosexual or other. Four-
teen percent said they had been incarcer-
ated in the past year and 17% experienced 
homelessness.  Slightly over one-half used 
non-injection drugs in the same period.

In terms of sex practices, two-thirds had 
men-only sex partners, with the rest report-
ing sex with both men and women. A major-
ity claimed less than three sexual partners 
in the past year. Twenty-four percent stat-
ing they had unprotected anal sex in that 
period, a drop from the fifty-three reported 
in the first MSM Wave in 2004-05. Both 
HIV infection rates in general and unrecog-
nized HIV infection were more concentrat-
ed among African-Americans than among 
whites. High unrecognized HIV infection 
rates were also found in younger men.

Interviewers also asked a structured 
series of questions to determine if men 

had been victims of stigma and discrimi-
nation because of race/ethnicity, sexual 
orientation and HIV status. Interestingly, 
HIV positive men who knew their status re-
ported higher rates on both than men who 
were either HIV negative or HIV positive, 
but unaware. Again, African-American men 
reported higher levels of stigma and dis-
crimination than whites did.

Connecting the dots
What talking points for future HIV pre-

vention policy can be drawn from these 
results? One, race persists as a factor in 
HIV infection, even when controlled for de-
mographic or behavior differences. Two, 
unrecognized HIV infection locally is more 
common among younger than 35-year-old 
MSMs, signifying a critical need for more 
widespread and innovative types of HIV 
testing. Three, stigma and discrimination 
play an important if poorly understood role 
in HIV risk and social stress, especially 
among African-American MSMs. More 
research is needed to better understand 
these connections. Then of course, there’s 
the impact of larger disparities of race, 
class and poverty that have framed how 
HIV is spread.

As with any study, there were limita-
tions that may have skewered data. For 
one, the study was cross-sectional, mean-
ing it recorded results at a particular slice 
of time and didn’t try to follow any causal 
relationships before, after or long-term. 
Two, people volunteered, meaning what in 
epidemiology is called selection bias may 
have crept in. Third, people were only re-
cruited at venues and thus data may not 
include MSMs with different characteris-
tics who don’t frequent venues. Last, all 
data was based on self-reporting, mean-
ing there is no independent verification 
how accurate peoples responses were. 
Even with these caveats, the BESURE 
2011 MSM data provides a good snapshot 
of what’s happening locally with sex prac-
tices and HIV infection.

More detailed data, along with slides 
and materials, is up online at the Mary-
land Infectious Disease and Environmen-
tal Health Administration website at Bit.ly/
KDHhlz. t

in Baltimore the NHBS is performed 
as a collaboration between the maryland 
department of Health and mental Hygiene 
and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health and operates as the Be-
havioral Surveillance research Study or 
BeSUre.

BESURE Releases HIV Study
Epidemic in Baltimore skewed by race and youth 

57% would vote to uphold the law – with 
37% voting against – if the election were 
held today. A surge in support among Afri-
can American voters (to 55%) in the wake 
of endorsements by President Obama and 
the NAACP are key factors in that change. 
As we open two new campaign offices and 
build out a robust field operation to offer 

Marriage FOeS SUBMit 
neeDeD SignatUreS

– continued from front page 

information, register, and mobilize voters 
this summer and fall, we will be looking 
to maintain this record-level of support for 
marriage equality in Maryland.”

McCoy brushed off the impact of Presi-
dent Obama’s endorsement. “Every day 
we have had more and more momentum,” 
he said and dismissed the poll as “propa-
ganda.” The law as written is scheduled to 
go in effect in January 2013 to allow for the 
predicted petition drive in attempt to over-
turn it. t
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We all remember where we were on 9/11. 
Those of us who are old enough also re-
member where we were when John F. Ken-
nedy was shot, or Martin Luther King, or 
Bobby Kennedy. The King assassination at 
the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis in 1968 re-
mains the most vivid memory for me. A Sat-
urday murder allowed adults to consider the 
implications of his demise over the weekend. 
I was in the sixth grade.

The Monday after Dr. King was assas-
sinated my science teacher separated me 
from the girl I sat next to. Both the girl and 
the teacher were African American. The girl, 
Juanita, was much better at science than 
I was and she helped me with my work. I 
was very hurt, and for many years I thought 
my teacher was being racist. Years later, I 
came to understand that my friendship with 
a black girl could have put both Juanita and 
me in danger. I was too naïve to know that 
I attended school with both decent folk as 

well as with devout bigots. My close circle of 
friends were decent folk, I painted my world 
accordingly.

My mom explained it to me when I was 
16. I got into some trouble with a black girl I 
was dating; my mom didn’t know I was see-
ing her. It was puppy love, and I was prob-
ably the only person in my circle of friends 
who was still a virgin, so it was not that kind 
of trouble. It had to do with some herbs; let 
us leave it at that. My mom was so afraid 
for me.

It was not racism; it was fear of what 

could happen to either of us because of 
other people’s racism. My mom grew up in 
the Deep South, Little Rock Arkansas, and 
Johnson City, Tennessee. The KKK had 
torched the family church in Tennessee in 
her childhood. Mom was a big fan of Dr. 
King. Later, with the founding of the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, she became a fan of 
Julian Bond, as well as a donor to the center. 
That’s not to say that she was an armchair 
activist. She stood up to racism where she 
encountered it; the workplace, the shopping 
center (there were no malls back then), and 
the schools, but she was never a placard-
carrying activist. She knew well the meaning 

of justice and was never silent when justice 
was absent. I miss my mom, but in a sense, 
she is still alive in the sense of social justice 
that she gave to me, a legacy that lives in my 
son also. Nature or nurture?

I don’t know. 
None of this was her fight. It did not 

touch our lives directly. For my mom it was 
a simple matter of right vs. wrong, good vs. 
evil. The civil rights bandwagon was not a 
private party, all people of goodwill hopped 
aboard. It did not matter if they had skin in 
the game or if they were black or white. Peo-
ple were angry.

A few days after the King assassination 
there was a terrible storm, our windows were 
open in our little home in Clarksville, Mary-
land. The odor of ozone in the air and the 
frightening sound of nature’s violence ac-
companied a long explanation that a mother 
should not have to give to a child. She told 
me about hatred and racism and how peo-
ple fail to love one another. I remember that 
conversation with my mom more than any 
other conversation, even the one about the 
birds and the bees. 

In adulthood, I came to understand the 
battle for social justice in terms of rhetoric 
and activism. Yet still, whenever there is a 
terrible storm, and the odor of ozone in the 
air, I recall that conversation with my mother. 
As the thunder rolls into the distance, I feel 
her warm embrace and gentle explanation 
of the worst of human nature. Like a lioness 
teaching her cubs the way of the jungle, she 
nurtured confidence, not fear. Somehow, 
this makes evil a less formidable enemy. t

Juanita

the Lorraine hotel

“In adulthood, I came to 
understand the battle for 
social justice in terms 
of rhetoric and activism. 
Yet still, whenever 
there’s a terrible storm, 
and the odor of ozone 
in the air, I recall that 
conversation with my 
mother.”
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When the NAACP stepped forward to vo-
calize its support for marriage equality; 
many thought it was a dream. Was this 
really happening? Following the coura-
geous leadership of President Obama, 
NAACP President and CEO Ben Jealous 
reiterated the civil rights organization’s 
position on fairness and justice for all 
citizens. Its board voted to support 
marriage equality based on its 
constitutional merits. According 
to Jealous and other NAACP 
executives, this is not a moral 
issue but a legal one regard-
ing equal protection under the 
law. There are Black Church 
ministers who sit on the NAACP 
board that had noted reservations 
based on their particular religious 
dogma. However, in reference to the 
law of the land, Jealous was clear: the 
NAACP believes that all people, regard-
less of race, creed, sex, ethnicity or sex-
ual orientation, should have equal rights 
and responsibilities in the eyes of the law. 
There were many folks who worked be-
hind the scenes to bring the NAACP to 
this point. There were countless hours 
of closed-door conversations with mem-
bers of the board and the organization’s 
leadership. I believe that Black gays and 
lesbians were an integral part of this or-
ganization’s progression. For many of us, 
the NAACP is family, literally. Generation-
al membership is common and decades 
of dedication accompany membership. 
My own grandfather, my mother’s dad, 
was an active member of the NAACP in 

coal country Pennsylvania in the 30’s. 
I joined the NAACP in part to honor his 
memory and his passion for justice. 
I am personally overjoyed that the NAACP 
has publicly affirmed marriage equality. 
Its support has far-reaching effects in the 
Black community. It has sparked conversa-
tions about the lives of lesbians and gays 
in Black churches, barbershops, grocery 
stores and beauty parlors around the na-
tion. Black fraternity and sorority mem-
bers, many who belong to the NAACP, 
are talking about it. This move is opening 
many doors for Black gays and lesbians 
to talk about our lives. I had a discussion 
about marriage equality in a hat store on 
Greenmount Avenue in Baltimore City with 
a Black minister. Although we didn’t agree 
on the issue, it was a refreshing and civil 
conversation. The best thing about our dia-
logue was that we had this talk on our own 
terms as Black people. We talked as family. 

To that end, it’s now time for 
the LGBT community to 

stand shoulder to shoul-
der with the NAACP. 
Lesbians and gays, 
regardless of race, 
should really join the 
NAACP as a visible 
sign of solidarity. It’s 

time to show visible 
support to the oldest 

civil rights organization 
in America. The NAACP re-

ally works to make life better for all 
Americans. This organization has been a 
leader in social change for over 100 years. 
We are tied to the NAACP by virtue of its 
outstanding clarion call to justice. The 
civil/human rights movement of the last 60 
years has led us to this moment of time. 
The NAACP needs the help of the LGBT 
community as the LGBT community needs 
the NAACP. Joining the NAACP will facili-
tate a meaningful connection of every gays 
and lesbians to the lives of non-gay Black 
people. Membership will also help us ad-
dress critical issues about race and racism 
in the LGBT community. It’s a win-win for 
the progressive minded. The cause of jus-
tice speeds on to victory for all people. (To 
join the NAACP, visit Naacp.org.) t

Standing with 
our Allies: What 
comes next?

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Last issue, Steve Charing highlighted the 
opening of The Den, a safe space for GLBT 
youth ages 13 to 24. Kalima Young, one of the 
driving forces behind The Den, told Steve that 
“youth have suffered from our unwillingness 
as adults to address structural issues such as 
poverty, classicism, racism and sexism in the 
LGBTQ community that directly impacts where 
and how youth experience the LGBTQ com-
munity.”

It is critical – because the situation GLBT 
youth face in Baltimore City is dire. Accord-
ing to a recent Baltimore City Health Depart-
ment study, between the years 1999-2000 and 
2007-2008, 92% of the youth victims and per-
petrators of violence were chronically truant in 
at least one academic year. 62% had a history 
of out of school suspension and/or expulsion; 
and 38 % repeated two or more grades. This 
data suggests that academic participation in 
schools immunizes students against being a 
perpetrator or a victim of violence. In addition 
to violence, GLBT youth face an even greater 
risk than their peers of dropping out of school, 
experiencing homelessness, or acquiring HIV. 

The Den offers a refuge for these kids 
from these far too adult pressures, a “safe 
space to simply exist without judgment from 
societal pressure.” 

And in addition to the great need for help 
with the massive structural problems they 
face, I am going to suggest something that 
these kids need.

A little tenderness.
Over the last year, numerous GLBT youth 

in Baltimore City have contacted me – confi-
dentially, privately – to express fear. Not fear 
of gay bashing by right-wing bigots, not fear of 
being fired from a job, not fear of coming out.

Rather, these youth fear other members 
of the GlBT community. It seems that, in our 
quest for equality, a certain orthodoxy has 
developed around what GLBT youth – and 
“genderqueer” youth (many of whom, inciden-
tally, are heterosexual) – must believe. This 
new generation is certainly geared towards 
social justice, but their mechanism for social 
justice policing includes violent death threats 
– specifically with regard to the acceptance 
of transgender men and women as the sex 
to which they transition. Unfortunately, the In-
ternet and its innumerable iterations of social 

media networking has emboldened this trend, 
with users able to shield themselves behind a 
nom de guerre as they metaphorically let guns 
blaze when someone dares express the opin-
ion that transgender people are not the sex 
they present themselves as. One rather omi-
nous post on Tumblr noted that you need at 
least 15 people to “break (the) spirit” of anyone 
who disagrees with the party line. 

Break the spirit? Break the spirit? Are you 
insane? That’s right wing talk. That’s not sup-
portive GLBT Talk.

Why is this happening? In what movement 
is it appropriate for one group of people to de-
mand blind acceptance?

According to the Pew Charitable Trust, this 
generation of 18 to 24 year olds uses tech-
nology and the Internet more than any prior 
generation to connect with people through text 
messaging, instant messaging and social me-
dia websites like Facebook and blogging sites 
like Tumblr – the “Look at Me” generation. 

This tendency towards over disclosure of 
personal information gives frightening insight 
into what some of these kids are thinking. A 
recent Internet meme – Die Cis Scum – was 
coined in response to perceived oppression 
by nontransgender people against trans-
gender people. Those that proclaim “Die 
Cis Scum” give us the electronic equivalent 
of setting a cat on fire or bedwetting – and 
although some of these kids will likely grow 
out of their antisocial expressions, I wonder 
how many young sociopaths are being bred 
on a lethal combination of unearned indigna-
tion, instant access to information with little 
to no understanding of what that information 
means and youth culture that celebrates ap-
pearance and political ideology as a marker 
of inclusion in a nihilistic “in” group.

So, what do we do? Do we do anything? 
Do we let the next generation of GLBT folks 
whip nonconformists into submission? Or do 
we force a time out?

The GLBT community has advanced as 
far as it has – in a relatively short period of 
time – in part because of the innovative think 
bread by nonconformist thought. It is essen-
tial to question everything, and it is essential 
to have the room to question things. One of 
my greatest worries is that GLBT youth have 
no space to question things in an environ-
ment that demands strict adherence to a 
set of beliefs, because deviations from the 
accepted dogma of the GLBT Church earn 
severe social punishments.

This sounds like fascism.
Kids need room to breathe – a safe space. 

Safe space is even more important for GLBT 
youth, because most spaces are not GLBT-
friendly. The Den’s unveiling in Baltimore City 
could not come at a more timely moment for 
GLBT youth – because a little tenderness, 
and room to maneuver, can go a long way 
towards protecting the next generation of in-
novative community thinkers. t

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

Safe Spaces for 
Gay Youth

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com
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A recent wave of positive events has 
added momentum to the effort to defeat a 
near-certain referendum on the Civil Mar-
riage Protection Act that was signed into 
law in March. Not the least of which was 
President Obama’s offering public support 
for marriage for same-sex couples. That 
was followed by the NAACP’s endorse-
ment of same. Then Colin Powell added 
a powerful voice to the cause, and rapper 
Jay-Z also weighed in with a strong mes-
sage. 

The pro-equality forces see these 
developments as huge steps in helping 
to mitigate opposition within the African-
American community in Maryland given 
that well-respected, influential individuals 
and organizations expressed this support. 

Adding to this string of welcome devel-
opments was a Public Policy Poll released 
May 24 and commissioned by Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality that revealed an as-
tonishing 20 percent margin – 57 percent 
to 37 percent – favoring the marriage law 
in Maryland. 

In a memo, PPP pollster Tom Jen-
sen notes there has been a “major shift 
in opinion about gay 
marriage among black 
voters [in Maryland].” 
Fifty-five percent of Af-
rican Americans now 
say they would vote 
for the law and only 
36% oppose it. These 
numbers have essen-
tially flipped since PPP 
conducted an identical 
poll in March.”

Rather than view-
ing these numbers through rose-colored 
lenses, however, they should be examined 
with caution. Even if the results are accu-
rate, which would be great news, let’s not 
get carried away. 

You may wonder, why put the damp 
cloth over what appears to be an outstand-
ing and historic few weeks in the quest for 
marriage equality? Simply put, we’ve been 
led down this primrose path before with fa-

Let’s Not Get 
Carried Away

vorable polling data and we had our hearts 
broken. It behooves us to learn why.

Anybody who is associated with Mary-
landers for Marriage Equality and all other 
advocates and supporters should make the 
Prop 8 Report (prop8report.lgbtmentoring.
org/home) required reading. This in-depth 
analysis of the failed Prop 8 campaign in 
California is instructive, and it would be 

foolish and ir-
responsible to 
ignore the les-
sons provided. 

You see, in 
the equivalent 
period before 
the decisive 
voting took 
place in 2008, 
the polling 
numbers were 
similarly favor-

able. The “No on 8” group (pro-marriage 
equality) raised tons of money (over $43 
million) and had a record-setting number 
of volunteers (51,000), so the playing field 
was level even considering the influences 
of the Mormon Church, the Roman Catho-
lic Church and others pushing the “Yes on 
8” vote.

So what went wrong? Many errone-
ously blamed African-American voters 
who turned out in large numbers to vote 
for Barack Obama and are generally op-
posed to same-sex marriage. However, 
while that group did support Yes on 8 by 
a decent majority, they are not the prin-
cipal reason for the disappointing failure. 
In fact, African-Americans only comprise 
about 6 percent of California’s population. 
In Maryland it’s close to 30 percent.

According to this report, a large num-
ber of people – regardless of race – who 
claimed they supported marriage equal-
ity in the months prior to November 2008 
changed positions at the end. In three-
fourths of the cases, those who shifted 
were parents who have children under 
age 18 living at home. The report states, 
“When parents hear that their kids are in 
danger, even if it’s a lie some of them be-
lieve it – particularly when the lie largely 
goes unanswered.” 

This swing from supporting marriage 
equality to voting for Prop 8 occurred sev-
eral weeks before the election – following a 
series of TV ads that charged that schools 
would expose kids to inappropriate infor-
mation about gay people. This is the key 
weapon for marriage equality opponents 
and why they have won every state bal-

lot measure in the past: scare families that 
children in school will be taught about the 
evils of homosexuality. And there was a 
two and a half week delay in rebutting the 
ads by the No on 8 side – a costly tactical 
misstep – allowing the lies to sink in.

Accordingly, polling taken today does 
not necessarily presage similar results in 
the future. When our highly motivated op-
ponents use their proven tactics of lies and 
exaggeration – and they certainly will – 
people could be influenced to change their 
minds. And conservative religious leaders 
will continue to use their pulpits to hammer 
away at the one “sin” (ignoring all the oth-
ers) and framing marriage in biblical terms. 
The current rosy picture we are witnessing 
today could be quickly crushed.

On the bright side, the Prop 8 campaign 
was waged without any national leaders 
like Barack Obama and Colin Powell ex-
pressing support for marriage equality. 
Their recent pronouncements could make 
a substantial difference with those voters 
in Maryland who are soft on the issue and 
are not tied to deep religious convictions.

It is critical that the folks at Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality do not fall into 
the same trap that wrecked other states’ 
efforts. They should not interpret these 
positive news developments and poll re-
sults as a juggernaut of support. They can-
not afford to take their eye off the prize. 

Fundraising and a solid ground game 
is crucial, and we must engage and gal-
vanize our own community to be part 
of the effort. There should be no per-
ception that we have this in the bag, 
but equally as important, these lead-
ers should read that Prop 8 report, learn 
from past mistakes, and use that to for-
mulate a blueprint for this campaign. As 
American philosopher George Santayana 
wrote, “Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it.” 
Good things are happening now, but com-
placency can be a killer. t

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Grand Central Nightclub • 410.752.7133
1001-1003 North Charles St., Baltimore, MD

www.centralstationpub.com • Visit us on Facebook 

Monday & Tuesday Karaoke with Nikki
WeDNeSDay 
Happy Hour 4-8 

THurSDay 
Ladies Night
$2.50 drinks til 11pm

FriDay 
Dance Party 
$2.50 drinks til 11pm 

SaTurDay 
DJ, Happy Hour 8-10pm

$3 rail & Domestic

SuNDay 
2-4-1 Drinks Sunday 
(excludes top shelf) 
buy your first drink, 

receive a token for your next, 
can be used till 8pm or 

for any Happy Hour

“Simply put, we’ve been 
led down this primrose 
path before with 
favorable polling data 
and we had our hearts 
broken. It behooves us 
to learn why.”
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DJ DREW G 
Returns from Los Angeles! 

36 W 11th Ave • York, PA 17404 • 717-846-6969
clubxs@gmail.com • www.clubxsyork.com

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
DJ CHORD BEZERRA

SATURDAY, JUNE 9

Special
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

Special
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

The little corner Bar With The Great Big HeartThe little corner Bar With The Great Big Heart KaRaOKe
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

KaRaOKe
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

KaraoKe request Night • saturday, JuNe 9th • to beNefit the Lady Lisa stageKaraoKe request Night • saturday, JuNe 9th • to beNefit the Lady Lisa stage

speciaL 16 oz. Mgds  $2.50speciaL 16 oz. Mgds  $2.50

HappY HOUR
4pm-9pm 

Everyday

HappY HOUR
4pm-9pm 

Everyday

205 W. Read St. - corner of Read St. & park ave.    410.255.3100    pa�kage Good�� 11a�-2a� aT��pa�kage Good�� 11a�-2a� aT��    aT��aT�� available205 W. Read St. - corner of Read St. & park ave.    410.255.3100    pa�kage Good�� 11a�-2a� aT��pa�kage Good�� 11a�-2a� aT��    aT��aT�� available

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253
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for tests.  The virus can be cultured from the 
blisters, but this is expensive and is only done 
if there is doubt about the diagnosis, for ex-
ample if the rash is not typical or there is a 
possibility the rash is due to herpes simplex. 
This might be suspected if the rash is near 
the genital area or looks more like a genital 
herpes rash (fewer blisters, more redness 
and swelling.)

In most cases, shingles clears up in two to 
four weeks. However, in some people the pain 
persists for months and even years after the 
rash is gone. This is called post-zoster neural-
gia, and the pain can be disabling. This is why 
it is important for people over 60 to get the vac-
cine to prevent shingles (see next letter.)

 
Dear Dr. Eva,

You have written that there is no vaccina-
tion available to prevent herpes. I read online 
that there is one, but it is only recommended 
for people over 50. This doesn’t make sense 
to me – aren’t younger people more at risk 
for herpes than over-50s? Or is herpes that 
much worse when you are older?

Wants Protection, 
a long way under 50.

 
Dear Wants,

Unfortunately, there is no vaccine avail-
able to prevent sexually transmitted herpes 
infection. 

There are two vaccines available to pre-
vent herpes zoster. Herpes zoster is a virus in 
the herpesvirus family which causes chicken 
pox in children and shingles in adults. It is not 
sexually transmitted.

The children’s vaccine (brand name 
Varivax) is given in 2 dos-
es at age 1 and 4 years. 
It is covered by insurance 
and in most states must 
be given for a child to 
start first grade.

The adult vaccine 
(brand name Zostavax) is 
recommended for everyone 
over age 60, and is also 
approved for people aged 

between age 50 and 60. It is given as a single in-
jection, just one dose. It is expensive (about $200) 
and not always covered by insurance. However, 
anyone who has had shingles would say this is a 
good investment.

The zoster vaccine is about 51% effective in 
preventing shingles and 66% effective in prevent-
ing post-herpetic neuralgia. If vaccinated people 
do develop shingles, the disease does not last as 
long and is not as severe.

If any vaccines become available to pre-
vent sexually transmitted infections, I promise 
you will see the news here! t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send her questions at editor@balti-
moreoutloud.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
An elderly relative was recently told she 

has a form of herpes. It appeared as a pain-
ful rash with patches of small blisters on one 
side of her chest. She has not been sexually 
active for over 15 years, and before that she 
had only one partner for 30 years. I know 
herpes can stay dormant, but she is sure she 
has never had this type of rash before. This 
diagnosis was made without a culture of the 
rash or any other test. Does this sound like 
herpes to you?

Doubtful
 

Dear Doubtful,
It does not sound like herpes genitalis, 

the sexually transmitted disease. It sounds 
like a classic case of herpes zoster, also 
called shingles.

Herpes is the name for a whole family of 
viruses.  Herpes simplex virus type 2 is the 
virus that usually causes genital herpes. This 
is the virus people usually mean when they 
mention herpes. Herpes 
simplex virus type 1 is 
the virus that causes cold 
sores and sometimes 
causes genital herpes. 
There are many other 
herpes viruses, including 
some that cause cancer. 

Herpes zoster virus 
(also called varicella zos-
ter virus) causes chicken 
pox in children and shingles in people who 
are elderly or immunosuppressed. The shin-
gles rash is a painful, blistering rash on one 
side of the body, usually on the chest, abdo-
men, or face. 

Shingles is caused by reactivation of dor-
mant herpes zoster virus. When a person has 
chicken pox, the zoster virus goes dormant in 
a nerve, and can be reactivated. Unlike chick-
en pox, which is extremely contagious, shin-
gles is not very contagious. It is only spread 
by directly touching the rash. As long as the 
rash is kept covered, there is no risk to others.

The shingles rash is very distinctive – 
nothing else looks like it. The diagnosis can 
usually be made by examination with no need 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

heaLth & WeLLneSS 

Herpes Zoster: 
Not an STD

Equality Maryland will hold its first Equal-
ity Garden Party Celebrating Family and 
Friends on June 23 at the Samet Chateau 
in Spencerville, Maryland (near the border 
between Howard and Montgomery Coun-
ties, five miles west of I-95). As with past 
Equality Maryland events, attendees can 
expect to meet hundreds of fellow pro-LGBT 
Marylanders and to be inspired by special 
guest speakers. Key features of the Equal-
ity Garden Party will include an emphasis on 
the participation of LGBT families and recog-
nition of the contribution of straight allies in 
securing equality.

The first two hours of the 
Equality Garden Party, which will 
begin at 4 p.m., will consist of a 
special Children’s Festival. Activi-
ties are being planned for children 
of all ages (and their parents). 
For a special family-friendly price, 
families can enjoy good food and 
drink and participate in activities 
like face painting and button mak-
ing. Slides, moon bounces, and other fun 
things will be available for the kids as well. 
As we prepare to beat back the referendum 
challenge, it’s important that LGBT families 
get actively involved in the process, and the 
Children’s Festival is a great way to kick off 
our efforts.

After the Children’s Festival, there will be 
a more traditional program of guest speak-
ers and light dinner. VIP tickets will be avail-
able for those who wish to meet our invited 
legislators and guests. The evening will con-
clude with dancing to the music of DJ Cora.

Hudson Taylor, a former All-American 
wrestler at the University of Maryland and 
currently a Division I wrestling coach at Co-
lumbia University, will be speaking at the 
Equality Garden Party. A long-time straight 
ally of LGBT civil rights, Taylor made head-

lines a few years ago when he wore an 
equality sticker on his wrestling headgear 
while at the University of Maryland. After 
receiving thousands of encouraging mes-
sages, Hudson became committed to the 
cause of LGBT equality, founding the non-
profit organization Athlete Ally as a resource 
to encourage athletes, coaches, parents, 
fans and other members of the sports com-
munity to respect all individuals involved in 
sports, regardless of their perceived or ac-
tual sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression.

The Equality Garden Party will also af-
ford our community the opportuni-
ty to honor and thank the plaintiffs 
in Maryland’s marriage equality 
lawsuit, conaway v. deane. From 
the filing of the lawsuit in 2004, to 
the favorable Circuit Court Ruling 
in early 2006, to the heartbreaking 
4-3 loss in the Maryland Court of 
Appeals in 2007, these plaintiffs 
advanced the cause of marriage 

equality with dignity and eloquence. While 
the lawsuit did not end the way any of us 
had hoped, the efforts of these individuals 
and couples educated hundreds of thou-
sands of Marylanders about the needs of 
same-sex couples and their families, laying 
the groundwork for later successes, includ-
ing our legislative victory in the General As-
sembly earlier this year.

The Equality Garden Party will truly be 
an event for all Marylanders, including LGBT 
folks as well as our friends and families, with 
activities for all ages. For more information 
and to purchase tickets or sponsorships, 
visit Eqmd.org/gardenparty. t

manuella Hancock, esq. and Blair 
Griffith, esq. are co-chairs of the equal-
ity Garden Party celebrating Family and 
Friends.

Families & Allies to be Celebrated 
at Equality Maryland Garden Party 

eqUaLity MaryLanD

hudson taylor

First & St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
We are an “Open & Affi rming” Congregation.

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of  
Pride Month on Sunday, June 3, at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Schedule (through June 10)
Adult Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.

Worship and Children’s Sunday School - 10:30 a.m.
Summer Sunday Schedule (beginning June 17)

Worship - 9:30 a.m. (childcare provided)
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

6915 York Rd. • Baltimore, Maryland 21212 • 410-377-5224 • www.first-ststephens.org

telltale signs...
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road
www.bethmethumc.org

Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road
www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church ~ 5407 N. Charles St. (at Northern Parkway)
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)
www.mvp-umc.org

St. John’s Church ~ Baltimore City, 2640 St. Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

Old Otterbein Church ~ 112 West Conway Street
www.oldotterbeinumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City Welcome You
Reconciling & welcoming congregations where you will be warmly welcomed are :
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By tye hOgan
Doug and Derek Perry, better known to 
dance music lovers everywhere as the 
Perry Twins, are looking forward to the 
Memorial Day Weekend and the unofficial 
start to the summer season. “People are 
ready to shed their problems and shed 
their outer wear to show off their new bod-
ies for swimsuit season both in and out of 
the clubs.”  Since headlining last year’s 
Global Groove Tour sponsored by Centaur 
Entertainment and GuySpy.
com, they have had a busy 
schedule with DJ appear-
ances across the country.

This summer, the Perry 
Twins expect to be just as 
busy, as they are currently 
writing and producing new 
songs for their upcoming 
album. “We are so excited 
to be working on an original 
song with Rhona Bennett (En 
Vogue, The Mickey Mouse 
Club) entitled “When Love Is 
Gone.”  She is an awesome 
singer with a great energy.”   

They are also writing 
and producing new tracks 
for Ejay Day (American 
Idol finalist) and Jania with 
whom they released acti-
vate my Body in 2007.  Re-
cently, they have collaborated on tracks 
with DJ Kelly Divan and other terrific artists 
that will be hitting dance floors this summer.

The Perry Twins are Los Angeles based 
DJs/Producers who hit number-one on the 
Billboard Club Play Chart with “Bad, Bad 
Boy” featuring Niki Haris. “Bad, Bad Boy” is 
the follow up to their debut single “Activate My 
Body” featuring Jania. They recently released 
remixes of their latest single featuring Abigail, 
“We’ll Never Know” and the mix cd compila-
tion “Global Groove Dance 4” through Cen-
taur Entertainment. Global Groove: Dance 
4 is available at theoutclub.com, Amazon, 
iTunes and check at your favorite retailer.

Their remixes include six number-one 
Billboard Hot Dance Club Play Chart sin-
gles and hits like Yoko Ono’s “Talking To 
The Universe,” “Beyonce’s “Best Thing I 
Never Had,” Lolene’s “Rich,” Tony Moran 
featuring Frenchie Davis’ “You Are,” Jen-
nifer Lopez “Louboutins,” Jason Dottley’s 
“Hit Play,” Chris Salvatore’s “Dirty Love,” 
Kaden’s “A Boy Like Me” Margo’s “Get 
Back,” and Josie Cotton’s “Johnny Are You 

LiveLy artS // MUSIC

Double Your Fun with the 
Perry Twins Queer,” Kristine W’s  “Never, Be Alright” 

and Erin Hamilton’s  “Control Yourself.”
The twins received the Weho Award for 

Outstanding DJ and have been DJing pro-
fessionally since the late 90s. They con-
tinue to spin at hot clubs, parties, and star-
studded events. Originally from Rhode 
Island, Doug & Derek developed a passion 
for music at a very young age. They inher-
ited their rhythm and love of performing 
from their parents who are in a rock band 
called “Fortune.” Their Mom sings and Dad 
plays drums. The twins grew up dancing 
and playing music so it was no surprise 

when they de-
cided to take on 
DJing, choreo-
graphing, danc-
ing and remixing 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y. 
At the same time 
the Perry Twins 
began spinning 
at clubs, they 
started their own 
radio mixshow, 
“Dance Planet,” 
which aired for 
five years in New 
England. During 
that time, Derek 
& Doug’s dance 
troupe of the 
same name per-
formed through-
out New York 

and the east coast at concerts, clubs and 
Pride events. Their twintastic mixshows 
can now be heard internationally on many 
radio stations including their own Dance 
Planet Radio (Perrytwinsradio.com). 
Doug & Derek’s recent DJ appearances 
include the GLAAD Awards, Real House-
wives of Beverly Hills: Adrienne Maloof 
Event, the Black and White Ball (New 
York), Hydrate (Chicago), Quo (New York), 
Unity (Montreal), Celebrities Nightclub 
(Vancouver), Red Dress Party (Seattle), 
the Factory (LA), Fresh (San Francisco), 
Tracks (Denver), the Mirage (Las Vegas), 
Vdara (Las Vegas), Krave (Las Vegas), 
Baydance (Fire Island), Nation (Mexico), 
LOGO’s New Now Next Concert Series, 
Winter Party Miami, Fire Island’s Ascen-
sion Weekend, Wonderworld (Orlando), In-
finita (Madrid) and Purple Party (Dallas). t 
   The author is associated with centaur mu-
sic, for 15 years a record label specializing 
in dance and pop music with an emphasis on 
gay and lesbian artists. check out Baltimore-
outloud.com for the Perry Twins’ top ten list!

Starring 

Carla DelVillaggio
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Gordon Center For Performing Arts
3506 Gwynnbrook Ave., Owings Mills, MD
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410 -356-7469
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A tribute to Barbra Streisand
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Call the Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787)  
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Directed by 
Todd Pearthree
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on tHe 
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tHrougH July 1st
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By gregg ShaPirO
Is Rachael Sage the queer Regina Spe-
ktor? In addition to sharing a monogram, 
they are also keyboard wizards and singers 
with distinctive vocal qualities. Haunted By 
You (MPress), Sage’s 10th full-length disc in 
about 15 years, opens with “Invisible Light,” 
a song that doesn’t veer too far from Sage’s 
standard musical formula. It’s on abby 
Would You Wait, with its tasteful horn and 
organ interplay and Seth Glier on backing 
vocals, that Sage eases away 
from her comfort zone. Sage’s 
trademark sparkles get the trib-
ute they deserve on the lovely 
“The Sequin Song” and “Per-
formance Art” is as dramatic 
as you might expect. “Birthday” 
ranks as one of Sage’s prettiest 
tunes, while “Hey Nah” is one 
of her most joyous. That’s Dar 
Williams on the reprise of “In-
visible Light,” which closes out 
the disc.

Like its predecessor 2010’s “No Snare,” 
the pulse of Where are We From (K) by Ten-
der Forever (a.k.a Melanie Valera) has a 
drum-machine at its heart, but don’t expect 
a house-music rave-up. Tender Forever em-
ploys beats in a sparing, minimalist fashion. 
Although there are moments when the title 
track, “The Road Was Unkind” and “Blue” 
verge on aiming for the dance floor, and 
could do so in the hands of the right remixer. 
Tender Forever’s bare-bones beat are in evi-
dence on “Wrestle” and “Runaway.”

You may recognize the name Yva Las 
Vegass from when the Venezuelan lesbian 
singer/songwriter teamed up with Krist No-
voselic to form his short-lived post-Nirvana 
band Sweet 75. Las Vegass sings, make that 
belts, in English and Spanish on i Was Born 
in a Place of Sunshine & the Smell of ripe 
mangoes (Moniker/Ass). There’s a traditional 
quality to Las Vegass’ performance, even on 
songs you might not expect, such as “Crack 
Whore” (because “the civil rights movement 
just wasn’t enough”) and “Pussy in Your Eye.”

On her second full-length disc, Fool’s 
Fantasy (Poprock), credited to Martha Ber-
ner and the Significant Others, Berner ben-
efits from a full-band sound. More Nashville 
than insurgent country, twangy tunes such 
as “Cry,” “Some Stay a While,” “Where Does 
the Day Go,” “Irene” and “Burning Candles,” 
have the potential to earn Berner a broader 
audience among Carrie Underwood’s fans. 
However, “All the Rockstars” and “Never 
Talked to Oz,” the album’s best tracks, illus-
trate that Berner also has a gift for writing 
memorable pop songs, too.

LiveLy artS // IMUSIC

Sing Out, Sisters Lesbian guitar goddess Susan 
Surftone certainly lives up to her name 
on Shore (Acme Brothers). Like a fe-

male Dick Dale, Surftone rides the rocking 
and rolling waves of surf guitar, hanging ten 
on the frets and strings. You can practically 
smell the ocean and surfboard wax on origi-
nal tracks including “Jade,” “Tide,” “Compres-
sion,” “Chance,” “Subduction” or her cover of 
the Doors’ “Riders on the Storm.” Don’t be sur-
prised if you find yourself seeking out Frankie 
and Annette for a little beach blanket bingo or 
contemplating how to stuff a wild bikini.

On Guitar Passions (Sony Classical), 
queer, classical guitar diva 
Sharon Isbin is joined by a 
notable array of friends in-
cluding Nancy Wilson (of 
Heart), Stanley Jordan, Paul 
Winter, Steve Morse and 
Steve Vai, to name a few. 
Aside from performing strik-
ing renditions of songs by 
Antonio Carlos Jobim (“Cho-
vendo na Roseira”), Joaquin 
Rodrigo (“Adagio”) and Isaac 

Albéniz (“Asturias”), Isbin covers the Heart 
classic “Dreamboat Annie” (on which she is 
joined by Wilson).

Recorded at a concert in Nelson, New 
Zealand, live (Appleseed) by bi-singer/
songwriter Peggy Seeger, the widow of Ewan 
MacColl and half-sister of folk legend Pete, 
is a pleasant mix of storytelling/social com-
mentary and music. Seeger performs a vari-
ety of traditional tunes, ranging from the seri-
ous “I Been a Bad Bad Girl” to the humorous 
“Mountaineer’s Courtship.” It’s also a delight 
to hear Seeger singing her own originals, 
including “Everyone Knows,” “I’m Gonna Be 
an Engineer,” “You Don’t Know How Lucky 
You Are,” and “Everything Changes” (about 
her mother Ruth Crawford Seeger). 

In his book chicago Whispers: a His-
tory of lGBT chicago before Stonewall, St. 
Sukie de la Croix writes about a number of 
queer blues singers, including the late Alber-
ta Hunter. Recorded in concert in 1981, the 
CD reissue of downhearted Blues: live at 
the cookery (RockBeat) found the ground-
breaking blues diva having a gay old time 
performing originals including the title cut, 
“The Love I Have For You,” “Remember My 
Name,” “I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble,” and fit-
tingly “I’m Having a Good Time,” as well as 
the standards “Time Waits For No One,” “I 
Got Rhythm,” “The Darktown Strutters’ Ball,” 
“Georgia On My Mind” and more.

Also, consider caught in the act acoustic 
(Linqmusic.com), an acoustic set by protest 
singer Linq, containing the OutMusic Award-
track “Oh Bully” and Camille Bloom and the 
Recovery’s rocking disc Never Out of Time 
(Camillebloom.com). t

DECADENT DUCK EVENTS PRESENT

NYC’S ORIGINAL SINGER/SONGWRITER  
DRAG PHENOMENON!

SATURDAY,  
JUNE 16
3PM • FREE!
JAY’S ON READ 
225 WEST READ STREET 
BALTIMORE
(410) 225-0188 

decadentducks.com
samplemycandy.com

Candy 
Samples
Live!

Candy_Baltimore_4-86x4-65.indd   1 5/27/12   12:23 PM
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group in America in Chicago, was arrested, but no proof 
of his arrest has ever been found. Until now, that is. I did 
some serious sleuthing. 

gS: is there anyone that you wrote about in the 
book that you wished you had met in person?

SDC: All of them. I would love to have interviewed 
the author Henry Blake Fuller, and Margaret Anderson, 
although, in truth, I don’t think we would have hit it off, she 
was terribly pretentious, ghastly but fascinating. I’d love to 
build a time machine and zap myself back to a club called 
Diamond Lil’s in 1928 and to hear a sixteen-year-old Al-
berta Hunter singing in a brothel on Chicago’s South Side. 
Imagine meeting Ma Rainey … wow! 

gS: Many of the chapters have a vivid, cinematic 
quality to them. is there a couple that you think might 
make a good movie?

SDC: Somebody needs to make a documentary about 
Chicago cross-dressers in burlesque, both male and female. 
Also, there’s a rich seam of history to mine on the subject of 
African-American pansy parlors in the early 1930s. Having 
said that I’ve seen some awful gay history documentaries, 
made by well-meaning people…but just dreadful. 

gS: have you begun work on your next book 
project(s)?

SDC: I’ve completed the sequel to chicago Whispers 
and it sits with the publisher. I’ve almost finished writing 
an autobiographical novel about my childhood growing up 
in post-World War II Britain. After that, I’m writing a book 
of historical essays, followed by a book of short stories. 
I’m busy [laughs]. t

LiveLy artS // PERSONALITIES

By gregg ShaPirO
Before he became a saint, Bath, England native Sukie de 
la Croix and I just missed crossing paths as members of 
Chicago’s gay writers’ group New Town Writers, but he 
joined just after I left the group. Shortly thereafter, we both 
found ourselves writing for what would be the first in a se-
ries of LGBT publications (some now defunct) in Chicago. 
Nearly 20 years later, both with new books to our names, 
we are about to embark on a book tour together, which 
will either strengthen and enrich or completely destroy 
our friendship. His book, chicago Whispers: a History of 
lGBT chicago before Stonewall (University of Wisconsin 
Press, 2012) covers a period of almost 300 years, and 
does so in a way that is as informative as it is entertaining. 
I spoke with St. Sukie about 
chicago Whispers shortly be-
fore we hit the road.  

gregg Shapiro: St. 
Sukie, who do you see as 
the target audience for your 
book Chicago Whispers?

St. Sukie de la Croix: The 
target audience for this book 
was originally me. I wrote the 
book I wanted to read. Out-
side of that, it will be of inter-
est to anyone who has ever 
lived in Chicago, or been in-
trigued by its history. What-
ever comes to mind when you 
hear the word “Chicago” – Al 
Capone and the Mafia, Chi-
cago Blues, political shenani-
gans – LGBTs were sucked up 
into the great drama of all of 
them. It’s a book about a me-
tropolis, and the contribution 
that LGBT people made to its 
growth and development. But most of all it’s about indi-
viduals cast out from society, who found a niche, a way 
to survive, sometimes against terrible odds. In the end, 
Chicago LGBT people said “enough is enough” and they 
kicked against the pricks. And there were a lot of pricks in 
Chicago back then [laughs]. 

gS: you have said that you approached writing 
Chicago Whispers as a journalist, not as a historian. 
Can you say something about that distinction and 
about how you think that affected your writing and re-
search process?

SDC: Historians have a set way of doing things, an 
academic clarity. There are rules to follow, whereas a jour-
nalist will sell his own grandmother to get to the bottom 
of a story [laughs]. Gay history is so hidden and buried, 
that it sometimes requires intense detective work. For ex-
ample, I lied through my teeth to get into a couple of mem-
bership-only libraries. However, in the end, if the book is 

From a ‘Whisper’ 
to a Scream

to be of any use to students, all the information has to be 
sourced, and I’m very proud of my bibliography. 

gS: how did you go about formatting chapters?
SDC: With respect to the mechanics of writing the 

book, this appeared at first to be the biggest problem. The 
book covers 300 years of history and I wanted to place it 
in a timeline, but some subjects, individuals, and events, 
overlapped into different chapters. I struggled with this 
and eventually gave up and kept writing with no structure 
whatsoever, but as it often happens in these cases, that’s 
when it all fell into place on its own. Sometimes we over-
think things. 

gS: Chicago Whispers was also the name of the 
LgBt history column that you wrote, which ran for 
six years in Outlines and the second incarnation of 
Windy City Times, beginning in 1998. Did any or all of 
the chapters in the Chicago Whispers book have their 
genesis in those columns?

SDC: Writing the column inspired me to write the 
book. However, I didn’t use much from the columns, as 
they were oral history interviews and I was writing a factu-

al history book. I did use a few 
anecdotes about gay bars and 
raids, but only when backed 
up by other sources such as 
newspapers.

gS: Chicago has long 
been considered to be a cul-
tural mecca, and through-
out Chicago Whispers, you 
shine a spot on the contri-
butions of Chicago’s LgBt 
artistic community. Were 
you surprised to learn about 
the people about whom you 
wrote and do you think they 
will finally get their due?

SDC: Chicago has always 
been a city of artists and writ-
ers, I’m just pointing out that a 
lot of them were LGBT. I think 
that’s important. An individual’s 
sexuality is a vital ingredient to 
their work, but sadly it’s often 
ignored, denied or glossed 

over. Chicago should be proud of its arts community, past 
and present. 

gS: Was there any event or person in writing the 
book that you would cite as having a profound effect 
on you?

SDC: Sitting down and talking to LGBT Chicagoans 
about their lives growing up in the Windy City has been 
the most inspiring aspect of this whole project. They were 
the impetus for me writing chicago Whispers, the column 
and the book, the reason I stuck with it. At least four men 
I interviewed, and whose stories I used in the book, have 
since passed away: Charles B, the Polish Princess, Tony 
Midnite, and Dee Lobue. Each of those beautiful gay men 
had a profound effect on me. It was a great honor to know 
them, albeit briefly.

gS: are there any revelations in the book of which 
you are especially proud to have uncovered?

SDC: In 1925 Henry Gerber, who founded the first gay 

Saint Sukie de la Croix

An Interview with St. Sukie de la Croix
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

the physical androgyny of a 10 year old girl, but there’s to 
Laure that and she embraces the tomboy that she is.

Laure and her family, including expectant mother (So-
phie Cattani), father (Mathieu Demy) and six-year old 
kid sister Jeanne (Malonn Lévana) have just moved into 
a new flat. Per Laure’s request, her bedroom has been 
painted blue. Laure gets along well with the girly Jeanne 
and they have fun playing together.

Everything changes once Laure ventures outside. She 
introduces herself as Mikael to Lisa (Jeanne Disson), the 
first of the neighborhood children that she meets. Lisa, the 
in turn, introduces Mikael to her friends. Things escalate 
from there. 

The dramatic tension in the story arises from Laure/
Mikael’s ability to maintain separate identities at home 
and with her playmates. As you might expect, Lisa, the 
only girl in the gang, develops a schoolgirl crush on Mi-
kael, further complicating matters.

When Jeanne inadvertently discovers the masquer-
ade, she does what any devoted younger sister would 
do and comes to the aid of Laure, even embellishing the 
myth. Before long, Laure/Mikael’s carefully crafted double 
life begins to unravel. Heran’s one of a kind performance 
is riveting and must be seen. The same holds true for the 
other young actors, Lévana and Disson, making Tomboy 
a triumph. DVD bonus features include a “behind the 
scenes” featurette.

Baldvin Z’s Jitters (TLA) begins with Icelandic teens 
Gabriel and Markus meeting as exchange students at an 
English school in Manchester, England. A drunken kiss 
during the trip raises serious questions for both.

Back home in Iceland, Gabriel, whom Markus pegs as 
the “cuddly one” that all the girls run to when they have 
boyfriend trouble, has his hands full with his own crum-
bling social circle, not to mention trouble on the home-
front from his control-freak mother. Testing both his long-
standing relationships and the new one he has just begun, 
Gabriel’s jitters threaten to ruin everything, but the 16 year 
old is more resilient than he realizes.  DVD special fea-
tures include a “behind the scenes” featurette. t 

LiveLy artS // SCREEN SAVOR

By gregg ShaPirO
To say that Lynne Ramsay’s film adaptation of Lionel 
Shriver’s novel We Need to Talk about Kevin (Oscillo-
scope) devastating isn’t hyperbole. It’s the kind of trau-
matic drama where no one is blameless, which is precise-
ly where it derives its raw and brutal power.

Like a series of nightmares from which the dreamer 
can’t awake, We Need to Talk about Kevin warps time, 
slithering back and forth, between before and after. Often 
they merge explosively like gasoline and a struck match. 
When we first encounter Eva (Tilda Swinton), she is deep 
in a pharma-induced dream about a tomato festival, slath-
ered in red. Red is as much a character in We Need to 
Talk about Kevin as the characters themselves, represent-
ed by blood, jam, leaves, paint and more.

Once awake in the “after” aftermath, Eva attempts to 
lead her shattered life, but her car and house are splat-
tered in red paint. Following a job interview at a travel 
agency, she is slapped in the face by a woman on the 
street, a red mark left on her cheek. Why the paint and the 
slap? Because Eva’s teenaged sociopath son Kevin (Ezra 
Miller in a star-making performance), inspired by Robin 
Hood, a toy bow and arrow, and later, a real bow and ar-
row, killed several of his high school classmates with, you 
guessed it, a bow and arrow. He also used the weapon to 
murder his father Franklin (John C. Reilly) and younger 
sister Celia (Ashley Gerasimovich).

Was Eva a bad mother? Is she to blame? Early on, we 
see Eva struggling with being pregnant, feeling detached 
from her newborn, being frustrated with her crying infant, 
experiencing great difficulty connect with her child and so 
on. Franklin, on the other hand, has bonded with young 

We Need to Talk Kevin (Rock Duer 
and later Jasper 
Newell). The boy 
appears to be 
acutely aware of 
the power that 
he holds over his 
parents and plays 
it like a pro be-
yond his years. 
The demon seed 
has been planted 
and is growing.

As the horrors 
continue to mount 
(from Kevin’s re-
fusal to be toilet-
trained and his 
abuses of Celia 
to derogatory atti-
tude towards Eva 
when she visits 
him in a juvenile 
detention cen-
ter), we see Eva’s 
helplessness, as well as her unspoken acceptance of her 
situation, increase and expand, until it destroys her mar-
riage and family. Not an easy film to watch by any means, 
We Need to Talk about Kevin, will, however give you plen-
ty to talk about.  Special features on the double-disc Blu-
ray/DVD edition include a “behind the scenes” featurette, 
an interview with Shriver and much more. 

A certified hit on the film festival circuit, Céline Sciam-
ma’s Tomboy (Wolfe) deserves every accolade. Cleft-
chinned, freckled and short-haired Laure (Zoé Héran) has 
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Contemporary Museum ‘Hiatus’

LiveLy artS // ART

By MiChaeL FarLey 
The Contemporary Museum abruptly announced last week 
that it is suspending operations indefinitely. The Contempo-
rary’s board of directors cited financial concerns and failure to 
fundraise as much as anticipated before moving into its new 
Charles Street location. Sue Spaid, the museum’s director, has 
been dismissed as well as the rest of the staff. The closing of 
the Contemporary is a major blow to Baltimore; it was some-
what of an anomaly that was neither institutional in the sense of 
more established museums nor as permeable and informal as 
the city’s numerous nonprofit, artist-run, 
or DIY spaces. The Contemporary was a 
unique bridge between the authoritative 
world of “museums” and the approach-
able (but often unnoticed) local art scene. 
The museum’s strengths, as well as its 
weaknesses, were rooted in its hybrid 
nature; it could attracted mainstream and 
national audiences and artists, as well as 
provide a venue for emerging Baltimore artists to exhibit along-
side established artists. 

The Contemporary opened in 1990 with curator (and 
founder) George Ciscle’s Outcry: artists answer aidS. The 
show, hosted by MICA, set the tone for The Contemporary’s 
early identity; a politically charged nomad. The museum staged 

site-specific interventions and controversial exhi-
bitions that were both guest and host in an uncer-
tain era of urban life defined by the devastating 
HIV epidemic, drug violence, and racial tension. 

In 1992, The Contemporary made history by 
facilitating Fred Wilson’s mining the museum, 
an installation of artifacts from the Maryland 
Historical Society’s collection that examined 
the way race and material culture have defined 
each other. mining was a revolutionary exhibi-

tion that attracted international atten-
tion; it redefined the found object as an 
inherently charged signifier that drew 
strength from its history, as opposed 
to the will of the artist as modernist 
“ready-mades” had in the past. Wilson legitimized 
recontextualisation and curatorial practice as artistic 
practice in the eyes of art audiences forever. 

Throughout the 90s, the Contemporary Muse-
um’s curators addressed both local context and globalization; 
staging site-specific exhibitions in such unlikely venues as sub-
way stations and “The Block” while showing artists from behind 
the recently lifted iron curtain and developing world. In 1999, 
the Museum moved into a space adjacent to The Walters on 
Center Street. From the Center Street space, The Contempo-

rary brought high-caliber work 
to Baltimore throughout the 
2000s, often at the expense 
of alienating the burgeoning 
local art scene. In 2005, the 
museum introduced East-
Coast audiences to Beautiful 
losers, a highly influential sur-
vey of subculture-inspired fine 
art that, for better or for worse, 
set the stage for much of the 
graphic-design and street-
art-influenced painting and 
drawing that has dominated 
an entire generation’s visual 
culture. In 2006, The Contem-
porary pulled its neighbor into 
the 21st century with louise 
Bourgeois:Femme, a retro-
spective of the feminist artist’s 
work curated in dialogue with 
the Walter’s permanent collec-
tion. 

Despite bringing important 
artwork to the city, the Con-
temporary Museum remained 
unpopular with younger art-
ists in Baltimore. With certain 
exceptions such as 2006’s 
Headquarters (in which the 
museum was boarded-up for 
a show dialoging with activ-
ists about the prison-industrial 
complex and the creation of 

the ghetto) younger artists 
who did not remember the 
Contemporary’s subversive 
roots felt estranged from the 
institution that was increas-
ingly viewed as out-of-touch 
with locals. 

In 2010, internationally 
active writer, curator, and 
former gallerist Sue Spaid 
was appointed Executive 
Director of the Contempo-
rary Museum. Spaid inau-
gurated the highly success-
ful Baltimore liste series, in 
which the Museum collabo-
rated with Baltimore galler-
ists and curators to highlight 
local artists in weeklong 
exhibits. liste provided a 

unique opportunity for local galleries to curate un-sellable and 
space-consuming performances and installations while giving 
emerging artists exposure to audiences who would patronize 
a “museum” but not necessarily walk-up spaces without much 
publicity on the city’s cultural fringe. Baltimore liste served as an 
important bridge between the museum, the local art scene, and 
national audiences. 

Spaid became a regular fixture at cultural events, climbing 
rickety staircases to warehouse venues, talking to local curators, 
and introducing Baltimore artists to contacts in New York and 
elsewhere. She most importantly offered a singularly critical, in-
formed voice in a climate that all too often relies on complacent 
consensus rather than honest discourse. If Sue Spaid, who was 
uncharacteristically unavailable for comment, leaves Baltimore, 
the Contemporary Museum’s Board of Directors will have inflict-
ed an even crueler blow to the city than closing one of its most 
versatile institutions. 

 Dave Hickey famously paraphrased George Bernard Shaw 
when he wrote, “Institutions collapse from lack of funding, they 
do not die from lack of meaning. We die from lack of meaning.” 
It is hard to sympathize with the Board of Directors’ decision to 
suspend museum operations. Although revenue streams trickled 
in the recession, cultural institutions are more needed than ever, 
and new opportunities and challenges have presented them-
selves. The Occupy movement has brought rage back into the 
streets and the studios of artists in a way not seen since the era 
of ACT UP and The Contemporary’s inception. The city is littered 
with vacant real estate (the Contemporary and the owners of the 
Rotunda were rumored to have been discussing reusing the for-
mer Giant food store as exhibition space) and people looking 
for a place to vent their frustrations. It is disappointing that an 
institution that established itself by creatively adapting to differ-
ent venues and political issues gave up on problem solving now. 
Sources close to the museum expressed dismay that the Board 
did not merely downsize museum operations and continue to 
provide critical content with a Baltimore-appropriate budget. Just 
as Baltimore’s chaotic art scene had begun coalescing into co-
hesive movements and had the ears of a nationally recognized 
critical writer and curator, a major pillar has been knocked out 
from underneath us all. Adding insult to injury, the Board sus-
pended operations in the middle of this year’s liste series. As 
one person involved in the exhibition said, “Closing it at this time 
is really f***ing unfair to the artists in the show and the people 
who worked so hard to make it happen.” t

The End of an Era that Remains Hard to Define
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The King and Queen of Pride 
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As we head off on our various summer 
vacations, I wanted to share with you the 
top 5 must-have items on the Domestic 
Dandy’s list for summer fun! 

1) a nice tan – Before heading off 
to your summer event or vacation, 
make sure your skin is kissed with 
a golden tan. It not only makes your 
skin look healthy and glowing, but 
really makes your summer ward-
robe pop! Ranking number 1 again 
on the Dandy list is my favorite 
sunless tanner, Jergens’ Natural 
Glow Foaming Daily Moisturizer. 
I’ve tried several other tanners 
and none compare to the ease of 
use and consistent color that this 
moisturizer offers. It dries quickly 
as well so you can dress immedi-
ately after applying!

2) a fun and in-
teresting beach read  
– Whether you are looking for a 
trashy or serious novel, one should al-
ways carry a book to the beach. Not only 
does it keep one’s mind occupied, but it 
also comes in handy as a prop when try-
ing to eavesdrop on your beach neigh-
bor’s story about last night’s debauchery. 
For those captivated by the 2008 financial 
crisis, the ensuing financial scandals, and 
the lives of the wealthy, Cristina Alger’s 
novel, The Darlings offers a glittering and 
ultimately disenchanting glimpse into New 

York High Society. Her 
debut novel featuring 
the Darling family and 
its patriarch, billion-
aire financier Carter 
Darling, weaves a tale 
of the wealthy elite 
and all of its trappings 
into a fast-paced sus-
penseful thriller.

For the history 
buff, I recommend Ga-
briele Wills’s novel, 
The Summer Before 
the Storm.  This richly 
detailed novel about 
the age of elegance begins in Muskoka, 
Canada, in 1914 as the affluent and pow-
erful Wyndham family are enjoying their 
summer months on their private island, 

Wyndwood. The idyllic lake atmosphere, 
however, turns choppy as unknown 
family members begin turning up and 
World War I approaches. From the de-
scriptions of the pristine, island-dot-
ted lakes and summer mansions to 
the sinking of the Lusitania and war 
torn Europe this beautifully written 
book takes you on a wonderful ride 
that you won’t soon forget.  

3) a great pair of sunglasses  
We’ve all done it. In fact, we still 
have drawers filled with what was 
once the most trendiest sunglass-
es. This year, before heading out to 
purchase those “get noticed” glass-
es, learn about which sunglass 
shape works 

with what 
face shape*.

• For a 
square face - oval 
and round frames work best

• For an oval face – most frame 
shapes work

• For an oblong face – tall frames that 
help create a shorter face work best

• For a round face - rectangular and 
horizontal styles that make faces appear 

longer and thinner work best 
• For a heart-shaped face – 

narrow, round frames that soften 
the forehead work best

(from Framesdirect.com, Face 
Shape Guide).

4) A great looking... and fit-
ting... swimming suit

If you’re headed to the beach 
this summer, make sure to take a 
great bathing suit with you. This 
is especially important for the 
gent leman. 
N o t h i n g 
makes me 
want to do a 

clothing make over 
more than when I 
see a gent on the 
beach wearing ill-
fitting basketball 
shorts. Please guys, 
respect yourself 
and your significant 
other by upgrad-
ing your swimsuit. 
They may not men-
tion it, but they’ll ap-
preciate the extra 
care you’ve taken to look good standing 
next to them. Park & Ronen (Parkean-
dronen.com) offer several options for the 
modern man. With suits ranging from a 
2-inch inseam to a longer 12-inch inseam, 
they have you covered for the amount 
of skin you want to show. For the 

more dar-
ing individ-
ual, I rec-
o m m e n d 
c h e c k i n g 
out fresh-
p a i r . c o m . 

S w i m s u i t s 
range from bikinis and briefs to a 

more modest square cut trunk. Either way 
you’ll be ready to tackle sand and surf!   

5) a fun weekend bag to tote  
– all of your summer essentials 

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

Never underestimate the importance of a 
stylish weekend bag. Whether stepping 
off a plane, gangplank or emerging from a 
cab, a striking 
statement bag 
is essential. A 
dandy vaca-
tion memory 
from last year 
was stepping 
off the fast fer-
ry in Province-

town with 
my blue 
w / w h i t e 
p i p i n g 
weekend 
bag in 
tow and 
m e e t i n g 
many a stranger on the street as they 
complemented my choice in luggage. 

To find your signature bag 
check out ebags.com or if 
you’re looking to spend a little 
more, check out Mrporter.com. 
There you have it! 

The Domestic Dandy “2012 
5-Summer Must-Haves” for a fun and 

fashionable summer. 
Have a wonderful holiday weekend and 

don’t forget the sunscreen! t

Summer Must-
Haves

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488
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I just started reading emotional aware-
ness: Overcoming the Obstacles to Psy-
chological Balance and compassion. It’s a 
transcript of a many-hours-long conversa-
tion between Buddhist and national leader, 
the Dalai Lama, and Paul Ekman, who is 
a famous psychologist specializing in how 
facial expressions communicate emotion.

I should probably begin by saying that, 
unless you’re a psychology nerd as I am, I 
can’t recommend the book. It’s very dense 
reading – I notice that I need to read each 
page much slower than normally. If you’re 
up for an exploration of emotions that re-
quires some work, then give it a try.

Despite its limited ap-
peal, there was one point 
early in the book that struck 
me, and I’d like to explore 
the idea in this column. Dur-
ing the conversation, Dr. 
Ekman begins to discuss 
his definition of a mood: “A 
mood distorts reality to fit 
the mood... So, when a per-
son is in an irritable mood, 
his distortion of reality is to 
promote anger. He is looking for a chance 
to be angry.” 

Now, even though Ekman’s definition 
of a mood may be surprising to many peo-
ple, that wasn’t the most interesting part 
of the discussion. What was mind blowing 
was the Dalai Lama’s response.

“We cannot find a Tibetan word that 
captures the concept of ‘mood’ accurate-
ly.” He didn’t really understand the whole 
idea of a “mood.” Instead, Buddhists just 
do “emotions.”

Buddhist psychology encourages peo-
ple to be mindfully aware of the link be-
tween a trigger and the resulting emotion. 
So, something outside of us can trigger, 
or “start” an emotion. Or, our thinking can 
trigger an emotion. The Dalai Lama says, 
“But sometimes the trigger may not be a 
dramatic event, but the result of dwelling 
upon a situation or event.”

So, to a Buddhist, a mood happens when 
someone re-triggers an emotion over and 
over and over again over time. It’s not one 
thing that happens; it’s many things happen-
ing over and over again without a break.

To add my own experience into the mix, 
here, my clients and I often consider a sub-
conscious evaluation as a trigger. So, for 
example, someone’s exact thought at the 
time might have been, “Oh, no, no, no, girl-
friend!” However, somewhere deep inside, 
there must have been a sense that, for ex-
ample, “This other guy is trying to steal my 
boyfriend, that’s happened before, and I’m 
sick of it.” The “Oh, no, girlfriend” thought 
didn’t trigger the emotion; the hidden, quick 
evaluation of the situation triggered it.

So, what’s the point to all this? i’m glad 
you asked.

As is the case when we learn about oth-
er cultures, we learn about new possibilities 
that didn’t exist in our own culture in quite 
the same way. It’s the ultimate “thinking 
outside the box” experience. For example, 
there really are no literal translations for the 
French phrases “joie de vivre” or “le petit 
mort.” The Dalai Lama offers us a different 
potential reality when it comes to our expe-
riences of moods.

What if a large dose of our experience 
with moods is a social construct? What if we 
don’t have to feel stuck with a mood, with 
no other option than to ride it out and hope 
that it just changes in time?

Instead, what if we come 
at this from the Buddhist point 
of view? “I’ve been focusing 
on opportunities to get pissed 
off – or depressed or fright-
ened or guilt ridden – lately. 
Why don’t I practice focusing 
on things that would help me 
to get things done and that 
would help me to feel better?”

Consider this possible 
new reality for yourself: there 

are no such things as bad moods. There 
are only unhelpful ways of focusing. Our 
poor focus gives us “bad moods,” like eat-
ing beans gives us gas. You don’t have to 
“take meds” for your “gas disorder.” (Okay, 
maybe some Beano would have helped.) 
You just have to go easy on the beans next 
time, and eat something else.

To wrap up, the book included an inter-
esting discussion of the Buddhist psycho-
logical perspective of afflictive versus non-
afflictive emotions. Any emotion – even 
anger, fear, sadness, or guilt – can be non-
afflictive – helpful to us – if it’s appropri-
ate to the situation, and if it’s aimed at the 
situation and not at another person. For 
example, “I’m angry at what you did, not 
at you.” If the emotion goes over the top, 
comes at things from a bizarre angle, or 
attacks another person, then it is afflictive. 
Again you find this Buddhist emphasis on 
how you are focusing. If you focus poorly, 
you get “sick” (afflicted).

Stay well, my friends. Focus well. t
learn more at BaltimorelifecoachGer-

ry.com

Freedom from 
Moods 

Dali Lama – no sign of the 
moodly blues

Baltimore
Back Door Lounge

5801 Pulaski Highway  
(back of Gold Club  

entertainment complex)
410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

 Leon’s
870 Park Ave • 410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd • 410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

Baltimore
 the Quest

3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301) 498-4840        
www.pwsplace.com

maryland
 sPin

43 S Potomac St, 
Hagerstown, MD
(301) 302-7202 

HarrisBurg, Pa
the Brownstone  

412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-7009
 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

york, Pa
aLtLanD’s ranch

8505 Orchard Rd
York-Hanover, PA

717-225-4479

cLuB xs 
36 W 11th Ave

York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969 

 www.clubxsyork.com

reHoBotH BeacH, 
delaware 

BLue moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE
 302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

cLouD 9
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1999

the frogg PonD
3 1st St. 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-2234 

www.thefroggpond.com

DouBLe L
622 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0818 

www.doublelbar.net

the PurPLe Parrot
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1139

rigBy’s Bar & griLL
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com

iguana griLL
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com

B a r  g u i d e
Unstuck

Getting

Gerry Fisher
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By JOn FairBankS 
Gaytravel.com 
Savannah, Georgia is a charming gay oasis frozen in 
time. America’s first planned city boasts a thriving gay 
and lesbian scene and is a haven for the artistic and 
creative. Whether you’re looking to relocate or want a 
relaxing getaway, this historic city is a dream destination.

SCaD: Savannah is an art student’s inspiration 
One of the reasons so many artists, musicians and 

freethinkers love “the hostess city of the south” is be-
cause of the Savannah College of Art and Design. The 
campus is stretched out across the downtown area and 
uses more than 60 buildings, including many historic 
structures. It’s not uncommon to see SCAD’s trade-
mark red double decker bus passing through one of the 
squares. Many of the transplant gays are drawn to the 

city because of SCAD and 
the school’s presence adds 
unique appeal.

For gay and lesbian art 
enthusiasts, there are sev-
eral opportunities to get 
your culture on in Savan-
nah besides the gorgeous 
landmarks. There are a 
number of galleries featur-
ing work by local artists, the 
acclaimed Savannah Dance 
Theatre and the Savannah 
Music Festival, an annual 
soiree that highlights an 
eclectic mix of performers.

true crime and 
the Lady Chablis 
Savannah’s breathtaking 
downtown district and col-
orful residents became a 
worldwide phenomenon in 
1994, when John Berendt’s iconic novel midnight in the 
Garden of Good and evil first hit bookshelves. The book 
quickly topped the New York Times’ bestsellers list and 
stayed on that list for 216 weeks.

midnight tells the story of a male prostitute who is 
killed by his gay lover. The death took place in a home 
built by a relative of native singer/songwriter Johnny 
Mercer. During the course of the novel, readers are intro-
duced to several iconic, real-life denizens; many mem-
bers of the LGBT community. Clint Eastwood adapted the 
book into a critically acclaimed film, starring Jude Law 
and Kevin Spacey. 

One of the most notable characters in midnight is re-
al-life legendary female impersonator, the Lady Chablis. 
Chablis adds some comedy relief to the heavy drama 
of the main plot. The legendary performer played her-
self in the film version and continues to entertain the 

local masses. Cha-
blis is a huge draw at 
her “home” gay club, 
Club One in Savannah 
and she also performs 
at gay pride events 
across the country. 
 
rollin’ on river Street 

For any gay or les-
bian traveler venturing 
to Savannah for the first 
time, a skip down to 
River Street is a must. 
This charming commer-
cial area is where you’ll 
find a plethora of gay-
owned and gay-friendly 
restaurants and shops. 
rocks on the roof is 
a great place if you’re 
looking to enjoy some 
American fare with a 
glorious rooftop setting. 

If you want to partake in some French cuisine, check out 
Papillote, intersecting with Broughton. After a late night 
of boozing, head to the Mellow Mushroom for a slice or 
a calzone.

Make sure you bring an extra suitcase so you can 
schlep back all of the antiques and other souvenirs you 
acquire back home with you. River Street is a great place 
to find unique pieces. Jere’s antiques and nature’s 
treasures are just a couple of the most popular shops.

 
Savannah gay nightlife: Club One, Club all

So you’ve shopped ‘til your bank account balance 
dropped and now you want to check out the gay nightlife 
in Savannah. The most popular LGBT venue continues to 
be Club One. This iconic hangout offers two dance floors, 
a video bar and regular drag shows and liver performanc-
es. If you’re looking for a spot that’s a little more low-key, 
check out Chuck’s off River Street. This is a great place 
to chug down cheap drinks and meet friendly locals. 
 
Life’s a beach on tybee island

One of Savannah’s biggest draws is the fact that it’s 
located on the coast. Tybee Island is the most popular 
local spot to find gay and straight hotties alike getting 
bronzed. The area, also known as “Savannah Beach,” is 
a great quiet getaway for locals and tourists. This is also 
where you’ll find the famed Tybee Island Light Station 
and Fort Screven Historic District.

Each May since 1987 Tybee Island has played host to 
the popular Beach Bum parade. This is a great event to 
spy scantily clad southern gents and belles in all of their 
glory. Just make sure you bring your water gun to squirt 
them when they roll by on their floats. The parade takes 
place on Butler Avenue, the main street in Tybee.

Art, music, amazing architecture and incredible LGBT 
nightlife, you can find it all in Savannah, Georgia. It’s a 
great city to relax in a rocking chair, put up your pinky 
and sip a mint julep in your best seersucker attire. I do 
declare!

To learn more about Savannah and other great LGBT 
travel destinations please visit Gaytravel.com. t

Gay Savannah
THE GOOD AND EVIL OF 

TRAVEL

Savannah’s gorgeous waterfront
credit: all photos Savannahvisit.com 
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Bewitched & BEDazzled Bed & Breakfasts
(both ARE Dog FRiEnDly b&b inns) 

All Rooms are heated, Fully Air Conditioned!
Free off street Parking!

Private lighted Fenced in Dog Run • Cable tV/Free WiFi in Every Room
Warm, Enchanting breakfast Every Morning from 8am-10am

lots oF gAMEs! • gooD tiMEs FoR All! • A yEAR RounD gEtAWAy!
67 & 65 Lake Ave. • Rehoboth Beach, DE • 302.226.9482 • 866.226.3900
www.bewitchedbandb.com/bdmn.html • innkeeper@bewitchedbandb.com

2nd AnnuAl ChesApeAke pride river Cruise 
Proceeds benefit Chesapeake Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 23, 6-8 p.m.
(Boarding @ 5:30 • Rain Date June 30) 

Scenic sunset cruise 
aboard the “Richard Lee” 

Departing from Discovery Village 
Marina, 4800 Atwell Road,  

Shady Side, MD 
Donation: $40/person.  

AdvAnce purchASe OnLY 
Purchase online at 

chesapeakepridefestival.org 
Heavy Hors D’oeuvres Served

Cash Bar Available. 

Movie night FundrAiser:
The Adventures of  

Pricilla, Queen of the Desert 
Proceeds benefit Chesapeake Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 2, 7 p.m. 
YMcA camp Letts (Boathouse) 

4009 Camp Letts Road Edgewater, MD 21037 
Must be 18 years of age to attend,  

21 to consume alcohol 
Donation: $10 in advance, $12 at the door 

Tickets purchased online:  
chesapeakepridefestival.org 

Free Popcorn & Soft Drinks • Cash Bar • Come Dressed as Your “Favorite Queen!”

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.M. 
Mayo Beach park, 4150 honeysuckle dr., edgewater, Md 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.M. 
Mayo Beach Park, 4150 Honeysuckle Dr., Edgewater, MD 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events
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Community Bulletin Board

Now - August 10 
Waterfront Partnership Heats Up  
with Free Summer Socials
The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore invites all to 
come out and enjoy its Summer Socials at West Shore Park 
beginning Friday, May 18. Summer Socials are FREE and 
open to the public and feature live music performed by local 
bands, beer and wine gardens, food trucks and a kid/family 
play area. Also, remember to bring bathing suits and towels 
to cool off in the Walter Sondheim Fountain. For more 
information, please visit www.waterfrontpartnership.
org and to RSVP, please email Beth Laverick at Beth@
WaterfrontPartnership.org or call (443) 743-3308.

Now – June 16  
WELL
By Lisa Kron, directed by 
Rain Pryor. In this poignant 
examination of family, health 
and wellness, and the tricks of 
memory, noted solo performer 
Lisa has written her first 
multi-character play, a riff 
on her and her mother Ann’s 
knotty history with chronic 
illness. But as she presents her 
story, nothing goes according 

to plan. June 1-16, see wesite for show times; www.
strand-theater.org.  Adult: $20, Senior: $15, Student: $10, 
Opening Night: $25. The Strand Theater, 1823 N. Charles 
Street, Baltimore, MD.

June 1
Lotta Blues Kickoff 
4:30 p.m. – 9:45 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., $20 
in advance and $25 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years old. 
Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 4:00 p.m.

June 1- 3   
Frederick Festival of the Arts
A juried fine arts and crafts festival that takes place the first 
weekend in June along Carroll Creek Linear Park in historic 
Downtown Frederick. Two stages of live entertainment, 
artist demonstrations, children’s activities, boat rentals, 
food, and much more. Friday, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Sunday 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. FREE admission. East Church St, Frederick, MD.

June 1-9   
Theatre Project
A Fierce Longing closes out Theatre Project’s 40th 
Anniversary Season with a limited run. Directed by John C. 
Wilson, this is a highly visual, multi-media production that 
borrows stylistically from Japanese theater traditions. The 
play is drawn from the life and work of the Nobel-nominated 
Japanese novelist and playwright Yukio Mishima. A Fierce 
Longing chronicles his life, his work, and his turmoil. The 
opening of A Fierce Longing is part of Theatre Project’s 40th 
Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend.” Events will include 
free performances, a gala reception, door prizes, and special 
events. Call the box office for information 410-752-8558. 

June 2
Downtown House Party 
12:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., 
$35 in advance and $40 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years 
old. Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 11:00 a.m.

Now–June 3 
Western Maryland Blues Fest

June 1 
Lotta Blues Kickoff 
4:30 p.m. – 9:45 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., $20 
in advance and $25 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years old. 
Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 4:00 p.m.

June 2 
Downtown House Party 
12:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. City Center Lot, N Potomac St., 
$35 in advance and $40 at the gate. $7 children 6-12 years 
old. Free for children 5 and under. Gates open at 11:00 a.m.

June 3 
Family Blues Picnic 
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. City Park Bandshell, FREE. Lawn 
Chairs and Blankets Encouraged. Combo tickets available 
in advance, see website: www.blues-fest.org/index.html. ID 
required for events.

June 3
Family Blues Picnic 
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. City Park Bandshell, FREE. Lawn 
Chairs and Blankets Encouraged. Combo tickets available 
in advance, see website: www.blues-fest.org/index.html. ID 
required for events.

June 9 & 10 
Bus Stop Auditions 
Spotlighters Theatre announces auditions for ---Bus Stop. 
Audition Info -roles - 5 Male, 3 Female No Appointments. 
First come / First heard. Please prepare a 2-3 monologue. 
Bring headshot and resume. Actors will be asked to present a 
side reading in character accent. SOME actors may be asked 
to read sides from Bus Stop with other actors. Call backs if 
needed will be scheduled after all auditions are completed. 
Saturday  June 9,  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m Sunday June 10:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - please arrive no less than 30 mins before 
the scheduled end of auditions. Spotlighters Theatre - 817 
Saint Paul Street -Contact: Fuzz@spotlighters.org .

June 9
A Special Edition Variety Show
Creative Alliance with Breaking News from Tilted Torch! 
Baltimore, MD – Extra! Extra! Read all about it! Tilted 
Torch sets record for most engaging variety show on the east 
coast! DC and Baltimore based performers converge at the 
Creative Alliance for a recap of the day’s top stories! Our 
news anchor, Shortstaxx, delivers the news. Our beat reporter 
uncovers healing burlesque practices by Cherrie Sweetbottom. 
This Just In! Local districts are being scandalized by five 
alarm fire performances by Malibu and scantily clad Miss 
Joule. This broadcast is made possible by our sponsor Dr. 
Finius J. Nodnol III, Esq. Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern 
Avenue, Baltimore, show time at 8:00 p.m. Ticket Info:  $11 
Creative Alliance members and students, $16 non-members 
creativealliance.org or by phone: 410.276.1651.

Coppin State University
Join the American Cancer society and the area hospitals 
at the African American Men’s Health Conference 2012 
Talon Center8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Doors open at 8:00 
a.M. Program starts promptly at 9:00 a.m. Free conference 
(registration required). For more information or to register: 
CancerHealthForums.org Toll Free: 1-877-894-2862.

The Great Annual Country  
Barbecue & Barn Dance
Leave your cares (and your tux) at home, slip into your jeans and 
Stetsons, and come on out to the country. You’ll gaze on the 
sunset over the Blue Ridge Mountains, chow down on the best 
ribs and chicken east of the Mississippi, and swing your partner 
in the big ol’ barn at the most laid-back party of the year. Join 
the members of the Washington Chorus at Montevideo, the 
Kiplinger Family Farm at 6:30 p.m. in the evening. Reserve 
your spot today! For further information, please visit: www.
thewashingtonchorus.org or call 202.342.6221.

June 13-19 
The Star- Spangled Sailabration
Baltimore hosts the national launch of the bicentennial of 
the War of 1812 with the Star-Spangled Sailabration. U.S., 
British and Canadian naval vessels, tall ships from around the 
globe, and an air show, featuring the Blue Angels.  Explore 
our sites, museums and historic locations, Travel along our 
trails and scenic byways. Experience our commemorations 
and special exhibitions., make Baltimore the place to be. For 
more information go to http://www.starspangled200.com 

June 15
East Meets West
Recital by Flute Virtuoso Marina Piccinini. Peabody 
Conservatory faculty artist Marina Piccinini will explore 
the spiritual and elegant relationship between Asian 
and French music. One of the world’s leading flute 
virtuosos,Piccinini will perform with pianists Araceli 
Chacon and Colette Valentine. 7:00 p.m. in Peabody’s Leith 
Symington Griswold Hall. Tickets for the June 15 recital 
are $20 for adults and $10 for students with ID. To reserve 
tickets, call 410-234-4772. 17 East Mount Vernon Place, 
Baltimore MD.

June 16
Special pre-Pride show
Jay’s on Read. NYC’s singer-songwriter drag phenomenon, 
Candy Samples, will perform a special pre-Pride show at 
Jay’s on Read,  The event, which is presented in part by 
Decadent Duck Events is free to the public. Candy is a new 
face to Baltimore audiences, but folks will find her show 
full of verve, vigor and vim! Originally from Atlanta, GA, 
Candy serves her southern charm and down-home realness 
as she sings her original tunes, “Green Bean Casserole”, “If 
I Had Only Left (Two Shots Earlier)”, “Boy Crazy” and the 
celebrity-political inspired diddy, “Sweet Scandal”. . Jay’s on 
Read, 225 West Read Street Show starts at 3:00 p.m. Free!

Send your information  
for upcoming events to  

calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com
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www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty

Dining OUt

Brio tuscan grille
100 east Pratt Street (inner harbor) 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
410-637-3440 • Brioitalian.com

By BOB FOrD 
Following a sun-baked disappointing out-
ing at Camden Yards, Steve and I strolled 
to the Inner Harbor for dinner. We hap-
pened upon Brio, directly across Pratt 
Street at the Inner Harbor (same location 
where Legal Seafood had been), checked 
the menu and decided to give it a try. Why 
not? The Orioles lost so how could the day 
be any worse?

When we entered (indoor and outdoor 
seating was available), we were surprised 
to notice that it 
was rather emp-
ty at the time, 
contrary to ru-
mors that area 
restaurants are 
packed follow-
ing baseball 
games. It did fill 
up later on. 

The decor 

was striking. Mediterranean motifs abound 
in an open, airy, upscale room. Large win-
dows and arches added to the ambience.

Our server was Maya, and she was at-
tentive from the beginning. Other servers 
pitched in during the course of the meal; all 
were friendly and efficient.

Steve chose as his entrée the Grilled 
Salmon ($21.95). A filet of salmon shared 
a plate with Romano crusted tomatoes, cit-
rus pesto, asparagus and crispy shoestring 
potatoes. He said it was tasty through 
and through. The salmon was grilled long 
enough to be flaky while still retaining the 
flavor. The portion was substantial and fill-
ing.

I started off with the Brio Chopped 
Salad. It cost $3.95 because I 
purchased an entrée. Otherwise, 
it would have been $4.95. It con-
sisted of chopped greens with to-
matoes, olives, onions, cucumber, 
feta and red wine vinaigrette. The 
salad was large enough to share 
some with Steve. We both agree 
that it was very flavorful; the ingre-
dients blended perfectly.

Brio Tuscan Grille Hits Home Run

—continued on page 30



30 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  JUNE 1, 2012  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

reaL eState

By Wayne CUrtiS
It’s spring, otherwise known as Damp 
Basement Season, the homeowner’s 
nightmare. There’s no greater issue in 
real estate than water penetration into the 
house, usually the basement level, and 
what to do about it. When I bought my own 
house, the previous owner had installed a 
perimeter drain and two sump pumps, so 
I thought any water issues had been dealt 
with. They did not keep my basement from 
looking like the Lower Branch of the Pata-
psco after the first summer thunderstorm.

Until about 60 years ago, basements 
were not generally considered living spac-
es suitable for finishing off with drywall 
and carpet. Old foundations, whether brick 
or stone or even block, naturally allow a 
certain amount of moisture to get through. 
Some old cellars or crawlspaces have dirt 
floors. The vast majority of Baltimore’s 
housing stock was built BEMC (Before 
the Era of Man Cave). So whether you are 
looking for a home, have just bought one, 
or are thinking of selling, you most likely 
will be dealing with water issues at some 
point. 

Here are a couple of things to look 
for so that you can catch problems when 
things are dry, before that hurricane-driven 
downpour builds a close relationship be-
tween you and your wetvac.

1) Look at the guttering and down-
spouts. Are they clean? Clogged gutters 
fill and overflow before they can move 
the water to the downspout, bringing wa-
ter right next to the foundation wall. Can 
you see where the rainwater goes once it 
leaves the roof? In some areas the original 
builders put underground rainwater drain 
lines to the curb, so the downspouts may 
empty directly into a pipe opening right 
next to the house. This may have been a 
great idea when everything was new, but 
if the house is 30 years old or more, that 
underground drain has almost certainly 
become blocked, either by tree roots (and 
the tree could be long gone) or the drain 
pipe has collapsed with age and deteriora-
tion. 

Other builders in this area routed rain-
water from rear roof gutters back into the 
house through pipes that connected to the 
main sewer line. This was an issue in my 
basement, because during a subsequent 
renovation that drain line was cut off and 
the back gutter was emptying into a drain 
that went nowhere. That water had no 
place to go, except to bubble over and go 
into the ground right beside the foundation 
wall and then onto my basement floor.

They may not be pretty, but plastic 

downspout extenders that carry rainwater 
at least three or four feet from the foun-
dation are the best, inexpensive, foolproof 
method of making sure none of that rain-
water comes back in through the founda-
tion walls.

2) is the yard landscaped and grad-
ed to carry water away from the house? 
It does no good to evacuate the water four 
feet away from the foundation if the yard 
slopes and brings it all right back. That is 
especially true around old window wells. 
Old homes tend to have window wells 
made from brick, where both brick and 
mortar have cracked and now allow every 
drop of water to come through and have 
free entry right back to the foundation wall. 
Putting fancy coverings over the window 
well will do no good if the earth around it 
funnels every drop right back to the house.

If you can manage these rainwater is-
sues before it penetrates the foundation, 
you will solve a majority of your wet base-
ment problems. 

After removing my front downspouts 
from the old underground drains and ex-
tending them away from the foundation, 
discovering and dealing with the cut off 
drain line in back, regrading around my 
window wells, and replacing one down-
spout with a larger version to carry off 
more water, the basement of my 90-year-
old-home has been dry for over a decade. 
As far as I know those sump pumps have 
never been used.

Rainwater penetration is not the only 
source of wet basements, however. Homes 
have sometimes been built in areas where 
the ground water level is unusually high, 
and basements can be damp without a 
heavy rain to blame. This water wells up 
from beneath the house and finds its way 
through the base of foundation walls. 

This type of problem requires the ser-
vices of your local waterproofing company. 
The perimeter drains and sump pumps they 
install will collect water below the level of the 
current floor and prevent the water intrusion 
from happening in the first place. 

Then it can be pumped away from the 
house where it will be harmless. Disclosure 
of such a condition by an honest seller is the 
best way to make sure that a buyer is aware 
of such a condition, since the water table 
rises and falls over time depending upon 
long-term weather trends. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. His new website 
rentorbuybaltimore.com helps first-time 
homebuyers decide whether they should 
rent or buy. Send questions to him at 
wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.

Houses and Water 
For the main course I selected Penne 

Mediterranean for $16.95. Mushrooms, 
spinach, sundried tomatoes, caramelized 
onions, Feta and pine nuts, and a hint of 
olive oil were mixed into the ample portion 
of penne. 

We were both satisfied by this meal 
and were too full to order dessert. Yet, 
there was a tempting dessert tray behind 
our booth that displayed Gelato, a variety 

Country Living  
Close to Town

Mature gay professional male seeks 
to rent two rooms in a secluded spacious 
home in Owings Mills. Looking for a gay 
male for one room (480 sq. ft.) and a LGBT 
couple for the larger room (840 sq. ft.!)

Rent includes: room (furnished as much 
as you need), utilities, cable and wireless 
Internet, central air and heat, use of kitch-
en and rest of house, laundry, free parking, 
and much more.

Residence is very private and wildlife 
abounds. Close to bus, train, shopping, 
restaurants, and bank. Available June 1st. 
Must be cat friendly. Call Jay for more 
information: 410-952-6724

Located in historic Mt. Vernon, this six bedroom, five and one half 
bath stone home has 12 ft. ceilings, original detailing including par-
lor pocket doors, working fire places, wood work throughout and a 
full cook’s kitchen in the lower, walkout level along with four parking 
places. Currently used as one of Baltimore’s favorite bed and break-
fasts. Zoned residential/commercial. Blocks to the train station and I-83.

Deborah Dwyer Baker and Jane Bourgeois
Long & Foster Lake Roland Office
6080 Falls Road
Baltimore, MD 21209
410-377-2270 • 410-377-0327 (fax) • 410-935-7351 (cell)

Mt. Vernon • 106 East Preston Ave., Baltimore MD 21202 • $529,000.00

of cheesecakes and other pastries as well 
as various samplers. They all looked great.

Brio Tuscan Grille is part of a national 
chain that has restaurants in many loca-
tions throughout the East, Midwest and 
Southwest. In Maryland, besides the Inner 
Harbor venue there are restaurants in An-
napolis and Bethesda.

Whether the O’s won or lost, we were 
happy to give Brio a try. It provided a com-
fortable environment, tasty food, good val-
ue, excellent service and unquestionably 
great company. t

BriO tUSCan griLLe hitS 
hOMe rUn

– continued from page 29 
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Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Jeffrey Tessmer     J�m m�����J�m m�����
701 s. Broadway   Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com     jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500    Jim cell: 410-960-2836   Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

Bradford 
EstatEs

Colonial 
Spectacular home on 
just over 1 gorgeously 
landscaped acre, with 
fenced bkyd back-
ing to trees. *Exten-
sively upgraded/en-
ergy efficient, *Hdwd 
flrs,  MBR w/Brazilian Cherry flrs, sitting 
rm ,HUGE closet, and deluxe bath incl. 
whirlpool/sep shower, dual sinks *Very 
large bedrooms *main lvl office w/sep en-
trance to 2 car  garage. List Price: $476,850

410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 1.800.989.7101 
Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

4830 MARIANNE DR., MOUNT AIRY, MARYlAND 21771

Every gray hair equals one house 
sold ... 30 years of experience!

PenFed Realty

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office)
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On Saturday, May 19, 2012, all of Balti-
more was excited about I’ll Have Another 
winning a spectacular Preakness Race. 
Although horse racing fans will have to 
wait until June 9th to see if there is a Triple 
Crown winner, on the evening of May 19 
it took less than an hour to select a Triple 
L winner. Shane Brown of Baltimore was 
selected the first ever Mr. Triple L / Leon’s 
Leatherman during a short but very en-
tertaining contest held at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge. Other contestants were T. C. Mc-
Cloud a member of the ShipMates Club 
of Baltimore and Richard Pazornik also of 
Baltimore. 

It is always exciting to attend a new 
event. One never knows what to expect. 
A contest can run smoothly and be lots of 

fun or it can be a long grueling affair that 
has me wishing the bartender would hurry 
up with my next beer! For weeks, contest 
producer and Mr. Michigan Leather 2004 
Bob Rose had promised a contest that 
would be short, upbeat, and leave the au-
dience plenty of time to party and enjoy the 
rest of the evening. He wanted to include 
all the regular categories: formal leather, 
barware, jock, and on stage question. He 
did not, however, want any filler entertain-
ment. Although there would be judges, 
he wanted the contest to be more about 
the contestants and the audience and not 
about the many accomplishments of a long 
line of out of town guest. There would also 
be no formal interview with the judges prior 
to the contest. This would allow contes-
tants to show up and enter on the night of 
the contest. He also had the judges remain 
anonymous until after all categories have 
been completed. This would make the con-
testants play to the audience and not to a 
long table of judges. 

I was very honored to have been se-
lected to judge this contest. To make sure 
the contestants did not know the identity 
of the judges, Bob met with the judges an 
hour before the contest at The Drinkery. 
The three other judges were Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2011 Alex Lemaire, COMMAND, 
MC, member Jeff Daniels, and Triple L 

General Manager Larry. The score sheet 
was plain and simple. There would be no 
point system. The first category would be 
formal leather. The judges would mere-
ly put a check mark next to the name of 
the person who best demonstrated how a 
leather titleholder should look in complete 
leather. The other categories would be 
voted on based on audience reaction. The 
judges would put a check mark next to the 
name of not who the judges felt was best, 
but who got the biggest applause from 
the audience. At the end of the contest, 
Bob quickly introduced the judges as they 
turned in their score sheets. Since there 
were only three contestants, no runner-up 
was announced. It can be done – a com-
plete contest in under an hour. (It would 
have taken longer had Bob put the patch in 
the claw machine!) 

It also worked out very well that the 
contest was kept short. Afterwards I had 
time to run up to Mixer’s on Belair Road 
for a ShipMates’ bar night. Many others 
in the audience headed over to the Balti-
more Eagle for the IML Send-off Party for 
Mr. Maryland leather 2012 boy joe. It was 
a big night all over Baltimore. While I was 
helping to select a new leather titleholder 
at the Triple L, over at The Quest Interna-
tional Leatherboy 2006 marshal with being 
selected King of Pride along with Miss Gay 
Maryland America 2009 Sue Nami being 
crowned Queen of Pride. Look for both 
of them in the Baltimore Pride Parade on 
June 16 along with Mr. Triple L / Leon’s 
Leatherman 2012 Shane Brown. What a 
great bunch of representatives! When you 
see Shane in his leather you will be saying, 
“I’ll have another... Sir!” t

Shane Brown 
Takes Triple L Title

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Leon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

happy Pride Baltimore!

 Pride Weekend …

haPPy hour Prices aLL day saTurday & sunday!

a Big Thank you to Bob rose for a Job Well done!

Congratulations to the New Mr. Triple L 
shane BroWn

a Big Thank you to Bob rose for a Job Well done!

Congratulations to the New Mr. Triple L 
shane BroWn

Shane Brown, Mr. triple-L

For most people the Memorial Day 
Weekend means hot dogs and warm 
weather, but for the Leather Community 
it also means hot men and cool leather. 
On Sunday, May 27 Mr. Michigan Leather 
2012 Woody Woodruff was sashed In-
ternational Mr. Leather 2012 in a packed 
Grand Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 
Chicago. The title of 1st Runner up to IML 
2012 was awarded to Mr. Eagle New York 
2012 A.C. Demidont and 2nd Runner Up 
to IML 2012 is Mr. D.C. Eagle 2012 Kevin 
Jordan. Nick Elliot from Portland, Oregon 
took home the title of International Mr. 
Bootblack 2012. With most of the country 
talking about gay marriage it was noted 
for the first time in the thirty-four years 
of the IML Contest two contestants were 
legally married to each other. That claim 
goes to Maryland’s own contestants Mr. 
SECC Leather 2012 Andy Chmielowski-
liu and Mr. Maryland Leather 2012 boy 
joe chmielowski-liu who were married in 
New York. 

With the temperatures in the 90s in 
Chicago over the Memorial Day Week-
end it was another hot International Mr. 
Leather Contest! t

International Mr. 
Leather 2012 
Announced

international Mr Leather 2012, 
Woody Woodruff   credit: Richard Puller
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First Mr. Triple LLL Leather Contest
MAY 19, 2012 | PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 CLeaning  BOOkS & giFtS rOOMMate WanteD

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage PhOtOgraPhy

 COnSULting

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 LaWn

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 hanDyMan 

Roommate Wanted 
to Share House 
in Glen Burnie

Rent either the basement or 2nd 
fl BR. Full use of house and large 
patio to enjoy the cool nights. Min. 
away from Ritchie Hgwy. and 695. 
15 min. from Baltimore. $850.00 
/month + utilities. Call Cindy 410-
612-4066 or E-Mail cindyloukuz15 
@yahoo.com. Available. Sept. 1st.
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 attOrney  tax ServiCeS  traveL

 FinanCiaL  aUtO SaLeS

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDvertiSe.

Professional services

 Pet Care  PhOtOgraPhy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

NEED A CAR, TRUCK or SUV?

DON’T BUY NEW, BUY 1 OWNER & SAVE!

Over 1,000 Vehicles!
You Need 2 Pay Stubs 
& 1 Bill - Laurel, MD. 
Gross Income Must 
be $2K Mo. or Above. 

Jason
202.704.8213

C l a s s i f i e d

Mattress
Queen Pillow Top Set
New, In Factory Plastic

Must Sell $100.00
(443)-487-3073

 BeDDing
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