
build relationships with other organizations 
[and communities],” he told the group. He 
said he wanted to encourage LGBT victim 
of violence to “speak up when it comes to 
crime”. He is painfully aware of the difficul-
ties many LGBT victims of crime face in 
reporting crimes.

Cathy Brennan was very adamant 
about the dynamics of this murder, “We 
know that this man was in a dress.” She is 
very clear that, “The gay man is dead and 
the heterosexuals he was with are alive.”

The vigil is scheduled for July 17 at 6:30 
p.m. at Baltimore City Hall. Carlton Smith, 
CEO of Baltimore Black Pride, remarked, 
“DeSean was a child of God and nobody 
should be killed like this!” “Baltimore Black 
Pride supports this movement for justice,” 
he said. Ms. Kent and Commander Strider 
want to build bridges to the LGBT commu-
nity. They invite LGBT citizens of Baltimore 
to attend a meet and greet on August 18, 
2012 from noon to 4 p.m. Check out Balti-
moreguardianangels.org. t

OUT Welcome to 
Baltimore 

Pride 2012!
By Morgan Violet Hart
Baltimore Pride 2012 is upon us, with 
the main celebration being held this 
weekend in the heart of Mt. Vernon. 
The parade will begin in front of the 
Washington Monument at 4 p.m. 
sloping up the hill farther up Charles 
Street to the Club Hippo and Grand 
Central Pub where the main stage 
and block party are held, and continu-
ing up one final block. 

According to Donald Young, pa-
rade coordinator, there will be a re-
cord 72 units participating. The pa-
rade will be preceded by the popular 
High Heels Race at 3:30 p.m.

This year the block party is set up 
as an expansive club overlapping the 
whole neighborhood, with not all the 
excitement necessarily centered in 
the space jammed between Club Hip-
po and the Grand Central. If you’re a 
VIP member and pay for the $55 ticket 
in advance, you can lounge back in a 
private bar with a front row seat of the 
main stage. South of the block party 
at the parking lot next the Marie Lou-
ise Bistro, there will be the Solstice 
Stage with a dance tent, and across 
the street, a more laid back Swagger 
Stage to relax and lounge after you’re 
worn out from dancing or just for a 
more relaxing way to enjoy the party. 

Next to the Club Hippo at Eden’s 
Lounge, there are free Dance revo-
lution competitions. TLAgay.com is 
sponsoring its own 18 and older adult 
zone with giveaways, prizes, and 
meet-and-greets with Cocky Boys 
performers Max Ryder and Pierre 
Fitch. For $10 you can get an auto-
graph signed and enjoy a live perfor-
mance. There is even a Youth Zone 
dedicated to youth between 13 and 
24 with youth specific vendors and 
activities. 

The list of entertainers gives all 
age groups something to look for-
ward to, from a host of DJs including 
Baltimore natives DJ Rosie and DJ 
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Guardian Angels & LGBT Leaders Plan Vigil for DeSean Bowman

By reV. MotHer MereditH Moise
LGBT community leaders and the Balti-
more Chapter of the Guardian Angels met 
on the evening of June 13 to beginning 
planning a vigil for DeSean Bowman, a 
young Black gay man murdered on June 2, 
in East Baltimore.

Victoria “Krush” Kent, 
founder of “Remember Me” 
and member of the Baltimore 
chapter of the Guardian An-
gels, reached to lesbian ac-
tivist Cathy Brennan to have 
a vigil for DeSean Bowman. 
“Bowman looks like he was 
murdered because he was try-
ing to keep the peace,” she 
said. Ms. Kent is the founder of “Remem-
ber Me”, an anti violence collective that 
focuses on missing and murdered women 
and girls in Baltimore. Each month, “Re-
member Me” profiles a victim of violence in 

—continued on page 25

By deBoraH J. draisin
One of my favorite things about this job is 
getting to meet rad artists whose works I 
may not otherwise have had the opportunity 
to check out, and Carla Delvillaggio ranks 
very high on this list.

Not only is this woman ridiculously tal-
ented, but she’s terribly sweet and funny. 
She sold me so well that I ran out the very 
next day and bought tickets to her show 
(whereas my dad promptly guilted me into 
letting him escort my mom rather than me – 
but there’ll be other times!)

Carla will be performing at Baltimore 
Pride, and bringing her spectacular “Simply 
Streisand” performance to Owings Mills on 
June 24 (3 p.m. at Gordon Center For Per-
forming Arts, 3506 Gwynnbrook Avenue, 
Owings Mills, Maryland). Carla had lots to 
tell Baltimore OUTloud readers about 

what she does and why 
here is why this show is 
not to be missed!

deborah draisin: 
this is deb with Baltimore OUT-
loud and i am on the phone with 
Carla delVillaggio – did i pro-
nounce that right?

Carla delVillaggio: Yes!
dd: oh good, my high school 

italian was good for something.
Cd: (laughs) Absolutely!
DD: For our readers: Carla is 

currently touring on what appears 
to be an absolutely flawless tribute 
to Barbra Streisand, yes, Carla?

Cd: Yes, we’re actually just 
getting ready to “hit the road,” so 
to speak; we’re doing a block of 
shows in the Northeast and we’re 
so excited about it.

dd: Perfect, that’s where i 
am! that is very exciting, be-

Simply Stunning

—continued on page 6

CARLA DELVILLAGGIO

Event to remember Bowman and LGBT victims of violence
Baltimore. Ms. Kent decided to profile De-
Sean Bowman and Anthony “Tyra” Trent in 
July. Ms. Kent felt that it was important to 
profile LGBT victims of violence as the me-
dia and community often forget these vic-
tims. According to Ms. Kent, “Our goal as 
Baltimore Guardian Angels and members 

of Remember Me is to gar-
ner equal coverage for all 
victims of violence regard-
less of race, color, sexual 
orientation, and religion.” 
She reached out to lesbian 
activist Cathy Brennan. The 
two talked and decided to 
publicize the vigil.

The meeting took place 
at Baltimore Guardian Headquarters in 
the Morrell Park section of Baltimore. Bal-
timore chapter commander Strider was 
present along with chapter members to 
lend their support to this effort. “We like to 
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By dana laroCCa
The Stonewall riots began on June 28, 
at 1:20 in the morning, in 1969, ushering 
in what began as a gay rights movement 
and eventually became, at least nominal-
ly, a struggle for LGBT equality. The inn 
was opened in 1966 and run by the 
Genovese crime family. Dancing 
was the main attraction at Stone-
wall at a time when same sex danc-
ing could result in a morals charge. 
The bar operated as a private bottle 
club to avoid legal complications, 
but anyone known to the bouncers 
who “looked” sufficiently gay could 
enter with a three-dollar admission 
fee. The owners anticipated regular 
raids by the police and, on the sight 
or suspicion of police, the black (ul-
traviolet) lights would be switched to 
regular lighting as a warning for pa-
trons to stop touching one another. 

While Stonewall was not particularly 
known for its drag clientele, those were the 
patrons most likely to be arrested during a 
police raid. About 200 people were in the 
bar at the time of the early morning raid 
when police announced, “We’re taking the 
place.” The Public Morals Squad then en-
tered with backup from the Sixth Precinct. 

Police expected a standard raid, with 
most patrons released, a handful arrested, 
and the satisfaction that gay patrons, even 
if treated badly, would be happier to dis-
appear into the surrounding Christopher 
Street neighborhood than risk public ex-
posure as homosexuals. The formula was 
tried and true. This time, however, the 
sponge of self-loathing and blind accep-
tance of second-class status had reached 
its saturation point.

Police shoved a transvestite as the 
first act of violence. She defended herself, 
smacking the miscreant with her purse. 
A lesbian was assaulted with a billy club. 
Within the cultural nexus of the late 1960s 
police oppression and the resultant resis-
tance had become the social norm. The 
events at the Democratic National Conven-
tion of the previous year had imbued the 
citizenry with a new sense of ownership 
of their own culture; in that instance a po-
litical counter-culture. At Stonewall, how-
ever, the political implication of resistance 
was yet to be known. It was spontaneous. 
Stonewall was a riot.

Unlike the Battle of Chicago, Stonewall 
was armed resistance. Armed with beer 
bottles, bricks, and less dangerous projec-
tiles like small coins (in a symbolic effort to 
pay off the NYPD which the Mafia owners 
had failed to do) the crowd that had grown 

to about 600 took back their neighborhood. 
At length the police barricaded themselves 
within the bar in an effort to seek safety 
from the angry citizenry.

“Street theater,” had become a popu-
lar method of protest during that era. We 

cannot know if the citizen’s use of a park-
ing meter as a battering ram to liberate the 
barricaded police was meant as theater, 
but it had a theatrical quality. On the other 
hand, the legend of the Stonewall Girls 
chanting to the tune Howdy doody Show 
theme song: “We are the Stonewall girls / 
We wear our hair in curls/ We don’t wear 
underwear / We show our pubic hairs,” 
was clearly theatrical. One police officer 
complained that the transvestites refused 

to be taken into custody. Those citizens, 
the transvestites, took the brunt of police 
animosity, and being the least likely to 
have the ability to escape into the crown 
unnoticed, became the heroes of the na-
scent revolution that became the gay rights 
movement. 

In 1969 we were queer. While we were 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, we 
had not yet divided ourselves among those 
identities when it came to our early po-
litical struggle for liberation, and it should 
be noted that the struggle was very much 
about liberation. It was about the freedom 
to be as we were. We had yet to embrace 
modern notions of identity politics.

Yet, even in the larger and mostly het-
erosexual culture, our very existence fu-
eled the growing cultural rejection of sex 
role stereotypes. In the early 1970s foot-
ball player, Rosey Grier “shocked” the na-
tion when he “came out” as a practitioner of 
needlepoint and macramé. In 1972 actress 
Marlo Thomas recorded her song “Free to 
Be You and Me,” ushering in a new wave of 
preschool education aimed at the elimina-
tion of sex role stereotypes.

Marriage, as a cultural norm for gay folks, 
had not yet evolved. The concept of being 
born gay had not yet become a part of the 
gay catechism. We were still queer, not yet 
fabulous, not yet a financially viable product, 
and yet to be, free to be you and me. t

Stonewall, 1969

Where it all began 
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music program consisting of Voices Com-
munity Choral Ensemble, Positive Voices of 
Baltimore, New Wave Singers and Baltimore 
Gay Men’s Chorus. On Saturday evening, 
there will be a presentation of Project Out by 
its creator Charity Smith and a screening of 
the film Out in america.

On Sunday morning, there will be wor-

 neWs // LOCAL

The Second Annual Diversity Weekend will 
take place Saturday, June 23 and Sunday, 
June 24 at St. Paul’s U.C.C. of Westminster 
– the first and only Open and Affirming main 
line Christian congregation in Carroll County, 
Maryland. In fulfillment of the church’s mis-
sion, vision, open, and affirming statements 

the church strives to pro-
vide loving worship, edu-
cation and safe space 
to the LGBT community 
and its allies. 

The free-to-all, two-
day, event will consist of 
exhibits, workshops, mu-
sic, film, and worship. in 

celebration, our LGBT community, together 
with our families, friends, and allies will share 
experiences, concerns, information and 
friendship. Goodwill offerings and donations 
will be taken to support the organizations par-
ticipating in the event.

On Saturday morning there will be two 
workshops: “When out is not an option,” pre-
sented by Charity Smith, LGBT advocate and 
“Marriage: Rite or wrong,” given by Rev., Dr. 
Marty Kuchma, pastor of St. Paul’s UCC. 

On Saturday afternoon there will be a 

Diversity Awareness Weekend in Westminster

SAVE THE DATE
1/1/13
With the signing of the Civil Marriage Protection Act, Maryland is one 
step closer to marriage equality. Smyth would like to take the opportunity 
to acknowledge this great milestone. 

SMY-2012-14648 Outloud_9.875x4.65.indd   1 5/2/12   5:04 PM

ship service and a diversity message given 
by Rev. Dr. Marty Kuchma followed by a mu-
sic program by Voices Community Choral 
Ensemble. At noon, folks will gather in the 
parsonage yard for a picnic that all are invited 
to attend. Hot dogs, chips and tea, lemonade 
and water will be provided. Guests are asked 
to please bring salads, side dishes, desserts 

saturday, June 23. 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
9 a.m. – Meet and greet continen-

tal breakfast and workshop registra-
tion.  

9:30 – Workshop session I
10:45 – Workshop session II
Workshop A – “When out is not an 

option,” with Charity Smith
Workshop B – Marriage: Rite Or 

Wrong, with  Rev. Dr. Marty Kuschma, 
pastor, St. Paul’s UCC

noon – Lunch
12:30 Voices Community Choral 

Ensemble
1 p.m. – Positive Voices of Balti-

more 
2 p.m. – special presentation, with 

Dan McCarthy, co-chair of advocacy 
– Columbia, Howard County PFLAG 
Chapter

3 p.m. – New Wave Singers 
4 p.m. – Baltimore Gay Men’s 

Choir 
5 p.m. – Dinner
6 p.m. –  Project Out presentation, 

with Charity Smith 
7 p.m. – film: Out in america 

– a collection of personal, unique, 
transformative, inspiring and uplifting 
stories told by people from the LGBT 

community. Prominent LGBT figures 
and pioneers from urban and rural 
America share their deeply moving 
and often humorous experiences of 
awakenings, first crushes, unlikely 
soul mates, intimacy and liberation. 

sunday June 24. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
9 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
9:30 – worship service 
10:30 – diversity message, with 

Rev. Dr. Marty Kuchma, pastor, St. 
Paul’s UCC

11 a.m. – special music / Voices 
Community Choral Ensemble

noon – picnic

and other drinks to share (no alcoholic bever-
ages, please). 

The Saturday session is from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., and the Sunday session runs from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. St. Paul’s U.C.C. of Westmin-
ster is located at 17 Bond St., Westminster, 
Maryland.

For more information contact Thom Bal-
lantine at thomballantine@verizon.net or the 
church’s office 410-848-5975, or you may 
visit their website at Stpauls-ucc.org. t

Diversity Awareness Weekend Schedule
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By steVe CHaring
Upon his graduation from CCBC-Essex ear-
lier in the month, Shane Messick can reflect 
on the journey he has taken during his young 
but full life. He’s had to overcome a number 
of challenges, and at this point in that jour-
ney, he is so comfortable in his own skin that 
he wants to be a role model for others. 

It started out rocky for Shane though. 
His father came out as 
gay while Shane was 5 
years-old. That disclo-
sure upset his mother 
very much and his par-
ents divorced, costing 
the family their home. 
They moved in with 
his grandmother in Es-
sex, Md. where he lived 
most of his life.

“My family did not 
like that he got married 
and had kids knowing 
he was gay, but as I got 
older I realized he had 
to try and live a lie, and 
times were much less 
safe then, than they are 
now,” Shane told Balti-
more OUTloud.

He hated his father 
for being gay because it 
meant he had no father 
living at home. “Ironi-
cally, at 14 when I came 
out as gay myself, I realized like father, like 
son.” 

However, having a gay dad made it eas-
ier for him to come out to his mom. “I was a 
bit unsure how she would take it but it was 
a very simple coming out. I did not have the 
beating-around-the-bush moment. I think I 
told her within a week of my realizing it.”

Shane, now 22, feels lucky about that 
experience. “My mom and grand mom have 
always loved me, and when I first came out 
I was very in your face about my sexuality, 
so they worried about my safety and tried to 
limit how much I expressed it. As I got older 
I calmed down and things were fine.” Even 
though his oldest brother does not like that 
he’s gay, Shane says that he would be one 
of the first to help him out and keep him safe.

His mother continues to be a huge sup-
porter and had appeared on YouTube with 
Shane as the supportive mother of a gay 
son. She and his grandmother once went 
shopping with Shane for “drag clothes” and 
accessories for his first drag performance at 
“So You Think You Can Drag.” Beaming, he 

 Pride 2012

says, “I was told I placed third so we must 
have shopped right!” 

Shane says his mother is amazing. “She 
is one of my best friends, I can talk to her 
about nearly anything, and I only wish every 
other person got to feel that way.” 

His physical appearance was an obsta-
cle for him early on, but no longer. “Grow-
ing up I was the chubby awkward kid that 
everyone loved to hate. As I got older I 
thinned out and became a lot more popular.” 

Indeed, Shane evolved 
into a handsome, lanky, 
square-jawed lad with a 
mega-watt smile, and 
people noticed.

After trying his hand 
at theatre early on, he 
found a new outlet. Last 
October L&M Modeling 
and Talent Manage-
ment signed Shane as 
a model and actor. This 
was something Shane 
had never imagined 
possible given that he 
grew up chubby. He 
has done some pro-
motional work and was 
a “Top Ten Cover Boy” 
contestant for metro 
Weekly.

“My goal is to be 
an actor, a full time ac-
tor and not struggling. 
I want to be in feature 
films, nationwide com-

mercials, leading TV roles. I have gotten to 
do some pretty cool things so far as an actor. 
I was in a nationwide commercial for a Zom-
bie 5K race called ‘Run for Your Lives.’ I was 
also in a WWII National Geographic special 
airing later this year, and I was in a feature 
film called Jamesy Boy coming out next year 
I believe.”

Currently he is in a web series called 
rebels and rejects, directed by Aaron 
Smith. He plays the role of Lucas, a gay stu-
dent in high school. He is also the assistant 
casting director. 

Shane loves all that but Glee is his cur-
rent dream. He auditioned for The Glee 
Project four times, even made semi-finals in 
Season 1 but did not make the show. Shane 
would also like to be in horror movies and 
be a victim that has to fight for his life but is 
killed toward the end. “I feel a scene like that 
shows many emotions, and I know I could 
do it. I want to be the role model for all LGBT 
youth by giving a lot of attention to those 
fields as a celebrity.”

Shane wants to per-
form that mission as an 

activist. “In high school I was in our GSA, 
and I always was very outspoken about my-
self and I never liked seeing people bullied. 
We all do it at some point but going through 
the bullying that I did, crying every night be-
cause you will wake up and go back to hell... 
I would never want anyone to go through 
that.”

At CCBC-Essex, he discovered the 
LGBT Rainbow Club. He was elected vice 
president and became president a year and 
a half later. The group participates in the Na-
tional Day of Silence and Coming Out Day. 
Shane’s mother appeared as a guest speak-
er before the club.

“After the Chrissy Polis attack we had a 
film on transgender education, and in Pride 
2011 we walked with two themes (No TXT 
N DRIVE, and Transgender support).” His 
biggest accomplishment as president was 
organizing “Drag-U-Cation” – an event that 
focused on creating understanding for the 
drag community through a drag show and a 
Q&A session. 

“We had local queens from Baltimore 
(Sue Nami, Anita Minett, and Anastasia) 

and we were able to have Jessica Wild from 
Season 2 of ruPaul’s drag race perform 
as well. We raised money for HIV/AIDS re-
search and sent a check for over $430 to 
AmFar.” 

The goal of the Rainbow Club was to 
foster equality throughout the campus and 
it ventured into the issue of same-sex mar-
riage. After a presentation by Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality, Shane created a 
Facebook event to vote YES for same-sex 
marriage this November, and has currently 
over 500 attendees. 

“Our college awarded us best club pro-
gram for the three years I was at CCBC-Es-
sex. I will miss being such a big part of ac-
tivism on campus. Outside of college, I was 
on a collab channel I started called “7Dai-
lyGays” to try and help the youth. I think I will 
always be involved as an LGBT activist in 
some way, shape or form.” 

Shane would like to see more accepting 
parents and families as well as more gay 
adoptions and full marriage equality. “A big 
thing is I would love to see is more trans-
gender support from everyone especially 
the gay community. I feel they face more 
discrimination then anyone and it makes me 
sad.” 

shane with his mom, donna lewis 
credit: Le Belle Gla-mour Photography

Shane Messick: A Model for Pride

—continued on page 8
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Ohio top court 
allows marriage 
ban repeal to go 
forward
Columbus, oH – A lawsuit against an ini-
tiative to amend the Ohio Constitution to 
allow same-sex marriage has been dis-
missed by the Ohio Supreme Court. The 

high court 
ended the suit 
against Attor-
ney General 
Mike DeWine, 
who approved 
the wording for 
the proposed 
ballot mea-

sure. DeWine certified the petitions on 
April 3, which allowed the measure’s back-
ers to begin gathering signatures to put it 
on the ballot. Around 385,000 signatures 

College in Wash 
state has gender-
neutral bathrooms 
aubum, Wa – This week, Green River 
Community College (GRCC), in Auburn, 
Washington, has designated many of its re-
strooms as ‘gender-
neutral.’ Although 
GRCC hasn’t re-
ceived any reports 
of students being 
harassed or feel-
ing unwelcome in 
bathrooms, school 
officials say they 
made the change in 
an effort to be ‘proactive instead of reac-
tive.’ ‘We did it for a number of reasons 
– we did it to provide a service, we did it to 

Texas teen commits 
suicide after 
bullying
el Paso, tX – Brandon Elizares, a 16-year-
old youth committed suicide last Saturday, 
June 2nd. He was found dead in his El 
Paso home 
and his mother 
said that he 
endured two 
years of bully-
ing because he 
was gay.

Brandon’s 
mother, Zacha-
lyn Elizares, said that he endured bullying 
in school. She said that there was an in-
cident last Friday during which someone 
insulted Brandon and said he would fight 
him the upcoming week. The mother told 
KFOX 14 News that Brandon did not want 
to hide the fact that he was gay. “He got 
bullied simply for being gay,” she said. 
“He’s been threatened to be stabbed. He’s 
been threatened to be set on fire.”

His mother does not blame the school 
system. She said the El Paso Indepen-
dent school district did everything it could 
to help solve the problem. “They’ve repri-
manded several kids and they did every-
thing that they could.” Brandon was origi-
nally from Honolulu, Hawaii and the family 
plans for him to be buried there. (dallas 
Voice at dallasvoice.com)

compiled by Jim Becker

Beyond tHe BeltWay

are needed.
The suit was filed on April 10 by the 

Ohio Campaign to Protect Marriage, the 
group behind the 2004 marriage ban cur-
rently in the Ohio constitution, and Lori 
Viars, an evangelical activist. They were 
represented by attorneys David Langdon 
and Joshua Bolinger of Langdon’s firm, 
and James Campbell of the Alliance De-
fense Fund, an Arizona group that often 
opposes pro-gay measures. Langdon also 
represents Citizens for Community Values 
of suburban Cincinnati that also backed 
the 2004 ban amendment. Langdon and 
Campbell alleged that the proposed peti-
tion was not an accurate reflection of the 
amendment and did not summarize it prop-
erly. 

DeWine filed for a summary dismissal 
of the case, saying that the wording on the 
proposal was proper. The court moved 5-2 
in favor of dismissal. The proposed peti-
tion text was a second draft; the first draft 
was rejected by DeWine, which Freedom 
to Marry Ohio leader Ian James expected 
might happen. He noted before the word-
ing was turned in the first time that such 
proposals are often rejected, rewritten and 
resubmitted. “We’re three for three with 
the Ohio Supreme Court, the Ohio Attor-
ney General and the Ohio Ballot Board all 
approving our petition language to give 
two loving adults the freedom to marry in 
Ohio,” said Mary Jo Kilroy, chief executive 
officer of Freedom Ohio, the group behind 
the amendment effort. “We are moving 
full steam ahead in our effort to bring the 
freedom to marry and religious freedom 
amendment to voters in November 2013.” 
(Gay Peoples’ chronicle – anthony Glass-
man at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

start a conversation,’ Dani Chang, GRCC’s 
student services director, told SGN. ‘It’s 
opened the door to having the simple con-
versation about accessibility and service 
for all students and creating a safe space 
for all students.’ The student-led initiative 
took effect Monday, June 4, and ends to-
day (June 8), but many hope that the ex-
periment will lead to a permanent change. 
We’ve had some naysayers who don’t un-
derstand why,’ said Chang, ‘But it’s given 
us the opportunity to have those conversa-
tions.’ 

Although anyone can use the gender-
neutral restrooms, which are large multi-
stall facilities meant to serve many students 
at a time, school officials think they’ve 
left plenty of restrooms available that are 
designated for only one gender. Sixty-five 
stalls were designated as gender-neutral, 
leaving 111 for men only and 91 for women 
only. ‘Students have a choice,’ said Chang. 
‘Either gendered or gender-neutral.’ Fliers 
were placed throughout the GRCC campus 
early this week explaining the change to 
the student body and the restrooms desig-
nated gender-neutral had their Men/Wom-
en signs covered up.

Still, not everyone was pleased. ‘I’d 
probably leave just because there is that 
danger of a man and a woman in a bath-
room alone, especially since there aren’t 
one-seater [rooms]. They’re open bath-
rooms with, like, four stalls, and, you know, 
anything could happen,’ said one student, 
Rachel. ‘It just makes me nervous.’ Rachel 
also said she is upset because the move 
was approved by school administrators 
without asking for opinions from the entire 
student body. (Seattle Gay News – James 
Whitely at Sgn.org)

Court says Defense 
of Marriage Act 
unconstitutional
Boston, Ma – In a 3-0 decision, the First 
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the lower 
court decision in Gill v. Office of Person-
nel Management which found the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) uncon-
stitutional. The case is likely headed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, as a federal statue 
has now been found unconstitutional. The 
First Circuit has issued a stay, so DOMA 
is still in effect. DOMA denies federal ben-
efits to gay married couples. DOMA was 
passed in 1996. Same-sex marriage has 
been legal in Massachusetts since 2004.

The court did not recognize a right to 
marry, as it was not part of this case, which 
was a classic “equal protection case” ac-

MadScience to performing groups like the 
Charm City Boys and the all female Charm 
City Cabaret. 

Miss Gay America Stephanie Michaels 
will be making an appearance, as well as 
other drag pageant winners like Shawnna 
Alexander, Tatiyana Voche, and this year’s 
Queen of Pride Sue Nami. Also, there will be 
plenty of leather men at the party, including 
the King of Pride, Marshall Roberts, who will 
be giving a dance and baton twirling perfor-
mance. 

If you’re looking for a different way to 
celebrate pride, come to the pride festival 
on Sunday, June 17 at Druid Hill Park. The 
festival includes a space specially created 
for families and their kids. The Family Zone, 
sponsored by Camp Highlight – a camp for 
children of LGBT parents which kicks off this 
August – includes a moonbounce, carnival 
games, arts and crafts, and other contribu-
tions from the Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore 
Reads, and Equality Forum. There will be 
even more of a variety of vendors there – 80 
in all – including companies engaged in the 
interests of the LGBT community and other 
non-profit organizations. 

Gary Wolnitzek, the GLCCB director of 
programs and activities, hopes that Pride is 
even more energized than previous years 
because there are new opportunities for dif-
ferent people to come together and social-
ize. There are many entertainment alterna-
tives for the older and younger generations, 
between performers who are more estab-
lished and those who are up and coming, but 
Wolnitzek especially hopes that the younger 
community is engaged, given that Neon 
Hitch as a headliner for the block party. 

“At the end of the day, I think by bringing 
young people into Pride and helping them 
gain an understanding of what organiza-
tions working within the community are try-
ing to do and how they are trying to address 
some of the disparities that overly affect 
our community, it helps engage them to be-
come more active in the community, become 
more politically aware, and to become more 
engaged in the conversations that we as a 
larger community need to have,” Wolnitzek 
told Baltimore OUTloud. “And at the end of 
the day, the more young voices we have, the 
older, established gay community realizes 
that we also need to listen to other people’s 
perspectives, and create spaces for them to 
develop as leaders in our community.” 

Even as we look to the future, these 
Pride events scheduled through the week-
end show us that we have a lot to celebrate 
what we’ve accomplished and what we still 
can do. t

WelCoMe to BaltiMore 
Pride 2012

– continued from front page 

Chris seelbach
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

cording to Mary Bonauto, of Gay & Lesbi-
ans Advocates & Defenders (GLAD). Bon-
auto said in a press call on Thursday that 
the court ruled on equal protections, which 
is “a basic promise of America.” “This is a 
fantastic decision that is crisp, well rooted, 
and well anchored” said Bonauto. “It points 
out the weaknesses of DOMA, especially 
the intrusion of the federal government.”

MassEquality Executive Director Kara 
Suffredini said, in a statement, “This de-
velopment is critical. Marriages of same-
sex couples in Massachusetts are still 
not recognized by the federal government 
because of the so-called Defense of Mar-
riage Act. In addition to being immoral, this 
inequality means that married same-sex 
couples do not have access to many of the 
safety nets afforded other married couples: 
social security survivor benefits; Medicaid 
long-term care benefits; spousal veteran 
benefits; or rights of inheritance. DOMA 
has, in short, created an indefensible two-
tiered system of treatment for married 
couples based solely on the gender of the 
spouses.” (Bay Windows at Baywindows.
com)

Dallas gay rights 
law may get its 
first test case
dallas, tX – Alan Rodriguez has all but 
lost faith in the city of Dallas’s nondis-
crimination ordinance after his case filed 
last year has yet to be resolved. Rodriguez 
filed a complaint in February 2011 against 
Tom Landry Fitness Center in East Dallas 
after the gym refused to sell him and his 
partner of 10 years a family membership 
because they are a same-sex couple. The 
gym, owned by Baylor Health Care Sys-
tem, claims it is a private religious orga-
nization and not a public accommodation, 
he said. Rodriguez – and LGBT legal ex-

perts – disagree. “I think it’s pretty black 
and white in my case. The intent of the law 
is to not allow that kind of discrimination to 
occur,” he said. 

The Dallas City Council passed the or-
dinance, which turns 10 this year, in May 
2002, making it a class-C misdemeanor 
to discriminate in housing, employment 

and public ac-
commodations 
on the basis of 
sexual orienta-
tion. Gender 
identity is in-
cluded in the 
definition of 
sexual orienta-
tion. Religious 
organizat ions 
and govern-

ment entities are exempt. Rodriguez said 
the ordinance is not specific enough and 
“leaves much open to interpretation and 
legal maneuvering.” 

Over the last decade, 59 complaints 
have been filed through the Dallas Fair 
Housing Office alleging discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. But not one 
has been prosecuted by the city in munici-
pal court. The 59 complaints have resulted 
in 37 dismissals for “no cause,” meaning 
there wasn’t enough evidence to prove 
discrimination occurred, Fair Housing Of-
fice Assistant Director Beverly Davis said. 
Five of the 59 cases have been resolved 
through outside settlement, while another 
five were reconciled through the housing 
office or city attorney’s work. Another six 
were dismissed because of jurisdiction, 
and four dismissed due to uncooperative 
complainants. There are currently two 
open cases, including Rodriguez’s and he 
is waiting for a decision from the city attor-
ney on whether the case will be pursued in 
the courts. (dallas Voice – at dallasvoice.
com)

Many sides to 
Chinese gay man 
killed by cannibal 
boyfriend
Montreal, Quebec – Lin Jun was a gentle 
soul, the kind of guy who went to see The 
Smurfs movie in 3D and who posted photo-
graphs of his beloved tabby cat and snowy 
Montreal street scenes for his friends back 
home in China to see. But the photographs 
and comments posted on his Sina Weibo 
account (a Chinese microblogging service 
that’s part Twitter, part Facebook) also re-

veal hints of a darker side, one that might 
have drawn him to someone such as Luka 
Rocco Magnotta, a 29 year-old porn actor 
and white supremacist who was already 
famous online for posting a video of his 
torturing of a kitten and reportedly video-
taped the murder, and dismemberment. 
Police say some of Mr. Lin’s body parts 
were eaten before his hand and foot were 
mailed to the offices of political parties in 
Ottawa. Mr. Magnotta flew out from Mon-
treal to Europe the day after the killing, and 
was the target of an international police 
hunt until i\his capture in Berlin on June 4.

The 33-year-old Mr. Lin, who police 
have suggested might have been romanti-
cally linked to the man who murdered and 
dismembered him a week ago, gave him-
self the nickname “Justin the Villain” on his 
Weibo account, a moniker that seems at 
odds with the soft personality that comes 
through in most of his postings. On Val-
entine’s Day last year, he posted a com-
puter-altered photograph of himself with 
wild purple hair and a cracked face that 
turns grey around a mouth of broken and 
missing teeth. “My self-portrait,” he wrote 
beneath the repulsive image. In another 
on-line posting a month before he was 

it was a partner he hoped to find. When 
the teacher of an entrepreneurial course at 
Montreal’s Tyark College asked him what 
his goal in life was, Mr. Lin said his biggest 
ambition was to find love. (The Globe and 
mail – mark mackinnon at http://www.the-
globeandmail.com/news/world/the-dark-
er-side-of-dismemberment-victim-lin-jun/
article4226195/?cmpid=rss1)

Beyond tHe BeltWay

alan rodriguez 
and partner

lin Jun and luka rocco Magnotta

murdered, Mr. Lin took a photograph of an 
empty Montreal subway car. His mystify-
ing caption “midnight cannibalism train,” 
led some Chinese Internet users to specu-
late Saturday that he was somehow fore-
shadowing his own gruesome death. Mr. 
Lin also used the online user name Justin 
Rain, the name of an actor with a minor 
role in the Twilight vampire saga. And, 
once in Montreal, he registered the web 
domain homoBJ.com.

Mr. Lin was clearly very lonely, and 
somewhat narcissistic. He’s alone in near-
ly all of the photographs posted to his ac-
count. In many of them his chiseled body is 
either partially or fully naked. He was also 
brave. Despite the conservatism of Chi-
nese society – where homosexuality was 
considered a mental illness as recently 
as 2001 – he was openly and seemingly 
proudly gay. And, more than anything else, 

Comcast offers 
LGBT for pride 
month
Boston, Ma – As of June 1, Comcast’s 
Xfinity TV recognizes LGBT Pride Month 
with a special collection of LGBT program-
ming, including award-winning movies, bio-
graphical films, documentaries, TV shows, 
specials and interviews. The collection will 
be available to all Xfinity TV customers 
across Xfinity On Demand, XfinityTV.com, 
Xfinity TV on Xbox 360 and Xfinity.com, 
now through June 30th, after which a new 
destination folder will become a permanent 
part of the Xfinity On Demand menu. 

 “Our LGBT Pride collection celebrates 
work that has been recognized by GLAAD 
for outstanding content for and about the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
(LGBT) community,” said Klayton Fennell, 
Vice President of Government Affairs and 
member of Comcast’s Internal Diversity 
Council. “With diverse TV line-ups and spe-
cial programming, we offer the best multi-
cultural video experience across screens 
and devices, and we plan to bring our cus-
tomers even more choices and ways to 
watch throughout the coming year.” 

 Xfinity TV’s LGBT Pride Offering in-
cludes many Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD) Media 
Award-winning and nominated movies, bio-
graphical films, documentaries, popular TV 
series, and specials. Movie highlights in-
clude Albert Nobbs, J. Edgar, Pariah, Tom-
boy, Boys Don’t Cry, Brokeback Mountain, 
Milk, and My Beautiful Laundrette. The 
selection also includes biographical films, 
documentaries, TV shows and specials. t 
(Bay Windows at Baywindows.com)
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And Shane would like to see less preach-
ing of hate through religion, less divisiveness 
within the LGBT community, less violence to-
wards our community and less outbreaks of 
STDs / HIV.

As Pride nears, Shane ruminates further. 
To him, gay pride means “family.” 

“We are all family in this community, and 
fighting for the same things gives us a cre-
ative bond. Although we should already have 
these rights, I feel it creates a bond that het-
erosexual people will never know.”

He also feels that “Pride means finally 
living your life and being you. It means lov-
ing who you are and loving what you are. 
What I have gone through has created me 
to be the person I am. As my mother says, 
‘tell the truth or live a lie.’ Gay pride is some-
thing that takes time sometimes, and I hope 
anyone reading this gets to feel that soon 
enough.”

Shane’s overall message for Pride: “We 
get one life. Be proud of yourself; don’t focus 
on living it for someone else.” t

Shane messick can be reached at vo-
cals_messick@yahoo.com for acting/model-
ing work or for anyone needing advice.

By steVe CHaring
Over 50 marriage advocates from Mary-
land PFLAG chapters including a contin-
gent of residents from the 
Riderwood retirement facil-
ity met in Columbia on May 
30 to discuss the strategy 
that will be used to fight the 
November referendum on 
same-sex marriage. 

David Turley, coalition 
director, Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality; Carrie 
Evans, executive director, 
Equality Maryland; Jamie 
Curtis, senior field and pol-
icy coordinator and Rhodes 
Perry, policy director from PFLAG Nation-
al; Colleen Martin-Lauer, fundraising con-
sultant for Governor O’Malley’s campaign; 
and Senator Richard Madaleno, Jr. (D-
Montgomery) made presentations to the 
group.

Introducing himself as not only the 
openly gay member of the state Senate but 
also the “only open Unitarian” in the Sen-
ate, Madaleno acknowledged PFLAG’s 
historic work in helping to achieve the final 
vote in passing the Anti-Discrimination Act 
in 2001 and how the organization has been 
so valuable over the years. “Message-
making is crucial in influencing undecided 
voters and no one delivers the message 
better than a PFLAG parent,” he said. 

To illustrate the magnitude of this ef-
fort, Madaleno said that a half million dol-
lars were spent on winning over an elector-
ate of 188 (House and Senate members), 
but 2.2 million voters are expected to vote 
in November.

Martin-Lauer explained that at least $6 
million will be needed, and the governor is 
actively campaigning in other states, such 
as Arizona and Texas, to help raise funds 
for the referendum battle.

Turley pointed out there has been “an 
increased volume of activities” within the 
coalition that includes hiring additional field 
staff and opening up offices in Baltimore 
and Silver Spring. “We’re doing everything 
we can to counter the opposition’s mes-
sage used during the Prop 8 campaign.” 
That message centered on scare tactics 
about how homosexuality would be taught 
in the schools.

He explained that there is a need for 
housing of field staff from outside the state, 
phone banking, canvassing, data entry, vol-
unteer networking, work in the faith com-
munities, voter contact and get-out-the-vote 
operations. Turley implored the audience 
– referring to them as “grass-tops” – to do 

what they can to fill those needs. 
Spreading the word about signing the 

pledge for marriage equality is vital to the 
campaign, Turley indi-
cated. These pledges are 
used to track and remind 
voters, recruit volunteers, 
disseminate information 
about the campaign and 
other uses. The audience 
was urged to talk to their 
friends and colleagues, 
fully use social media to 
the extent possible as well 
as their own networks to 
get the word out about 
the pledge and the other 

needs mentioned above. 
In addition, the audience was encour-

aged to send out the testimonial videos 
that appear on the Marylanders for Mar-
riage Equality website to as many contacts 
as possible. The most recent video that in-
cludes Fred D. Mason, Jr., president of the 
Maryland State and District of Columbia 
AFL-CIO and his gay son Fred Mason III 
was highly praised.

Carrie Evans informed the audience 

MD PFLAG Hosts Marriage Equality Strategy Briefing

state senator richard 
Madaleno
credit: Steve Charing
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– continued from page 6 

shane Messick 
credit: DK Photography

that there are over 30 organizations as 
part of the Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality coalition and seven board mem-
bers. They are: Equality Maryland, Human 
Rights Campaign, Service Employees In-
ternational Union, American Civil Liberties 
Union, Governor O’Malley, Sen. Madaleno 
who is representing the Maryland Senate 
and Del. Luke Clippinger (D-Baltimore) 
representing the House of Delegates. 

Evans stated that her organization will 
be targeting the LGBT community to help 
with the campaign and will advocate for the 
Dream Act as a way to gain support among 
Hispanic voters where it is currently lag-
ging according to some polls.

PFLAG’s Curtis and Perry encouraged 
the establishment of speaker programs to 
help get the message out. PFLAG will be 
sending out a list of volunteer opportuni-
ties.

In response to an audience question, 
given that young people tend to be sup-
portive of marriage equality, the coalition 
will target that demographic, and voter 
registration activities will be scheduled for 
August at college campuses around the 
state. t

PASSINGS

Michael Joseph Root, formerly of Balti-
more, passed away suddenly on June 4, 
2012 in his home in Ocean City, Maryland. 
He was 46.

Mr. Root performed in Baltimore under 
the name Michelle Rose. In 2008, she was 
crowned as Miss Phoenix.

“We were 
honored to have 
Michael aka Mi-
chelle as our 
Miss Phoenix. 
Michael always 
was up for a show 
and fundraiser,” 
commented Rik 
Newton-Tread-
way. “His wit and 
dedication made 
him an asset to 
our community.”

He was pre-
deceased by his 
parents Rich-
ard and Patricia 
Root. Michael is 

MICHAEL JOSEPH ROOT 
JUne 4, 2012 survived by his three children: 

Stephen, Lorren and Kristina; a 
stepmother Susan Root; four brothers and 
their families.

“The few times I was in his company, he 
was funny as hell and sure did like to talk,” 
remarked Don Davis, owner of Grand Cen-
tral. The accolades are many. One in par-
ticular came from Ada Buffet, a Baltimore 

performer, who worked 
with Michelle recently 
at a show in Ocean 
City. “Her laughter was 
infectious and could be 
heard loud and clear. 
She was quick witted 
and always ready to 
laugh with you,” Ada 
said.

Memorial services 
will be announced at a 
later time.

As Michael would 
always say, “Remem-
ber that God loves you; 
your family loves you 
and so does this fruit 
cake.” tMichael Joseph root
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This is a very important 
year here in Maryland. We 
must be ready to defend 
marriage equality for all 
Marylanders this fall - and 
we will with the help of 
everyone attending Pride 
this year!”

We are so close to 
recognizing all families in 
Maryland. Now more than 
ever, we will need all of our 
friends and allies to work 
hard so that we can be the 
first state to pass marriage 
equality at the ballot box.”

As an LGBT community, 
our greatest victory sprung 
from our ability to make 
real change together. 
Your dedication and spirit 
helped make the marriage 
equality law a reality in 
Maryland. Those same 
qualities are needed again, 
this time to protect our 
hard fought victory during 
the referendum battle in 
November. I look forward 
to standing alongside you 
to protect marriage equal-
ity in our great state.”

Let pride be a happy day 
for all. We need everybody 
in our community to come 
together and help win the 
fight for Marriage Equality” 

Welcome to Charm City 
Pride 2012! Have an 
awesome time celebrating 
how fabulous we are over 
this weekend — and then 
double down your com-
mitment to help sustain 
our marriage equality 
legislative victory at the 
ballot box this November. 
Maryland can prove that 
the powers of love and 
commitment will always 
overcome fear and division. 
We need you on the team. 
Let’s win this one.”

Happy Pride to all of 
Baltimore. Let’s protect 
Civil Marriage for all Mary-
lander’s  in November and 
help to re-elect President 
Barack Obama”

From the MEMBERS of the MARYLAND GOVERNMENT

WISHING BALTIMORE A
HAPPY PRIDE 2012

www.BALTIMORECITYCOUNCIL.com
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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, And Transgender 
Pride Month, 2012 – By the President of 
the United States of America – a proclama-
tion: From generation to generation, ordi-
nary Americans have led a proud and in-
exorable march toward freedom, fairness, 
and full equality under the law – not just for 
some, but for all. Ours is a heritage forged 
by those who organized, agitated, and 
advocated for change; who wielded love 
stronger than hate and hope more power-
ful than insult or injury; who fought to build 
for themselves and their families a Nation 
where no one is a second-class citizen, no 
one is denied basic rights, and all of us are 
free to live and love as we see fit. 

The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender (LGBT) community has written a 
proud chapter in this fundamentally Ameri-
can story. From brave men and women 
who came out and spoke out, to union 
and faith leaders who rallied for equality, 
to activists and advocates who challenged 
unjust laws and marched on Washington, 
LGBT Americans and allies have achieved 

roclamationP

what once seemed inconceivable. This 
month, we reflect on their enduring legacy, 
celebrate the movement that has made 
progress possible, and recommit to secur-
ing the fullest blessings of freedom for all 
Americans. 

Since I took office, my 
Administration has worked 
to broaden opportunity, ad-
vance equality, and level 
the playing field for LGBT 
people and communities. 
We have fought to secure 
justice for all under the Mat-
thew Shepard and James 
Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act, and we have 
taken action to end hous-
ing discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and 
gender identity. We expanded hospital 
visitation rights for LGBT patients and their 
loved ones, and under the Affordable Care 
Act, we ensured that insurance companies 
will no longer be able to deny coverage 

to someone just because they 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 

transgender. Because we understand that 
LGBT rights are human rights, we continue 
to engage with the international community 
in promoting and protecting the rights of 
LGBT persons around the world. Because 

we repealed “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell,” gay, lesbian, and bisex-
ual Americans can serve their 
country openly, honestly, and 
without fear of losing their 
jobs because of whom they 
love. And because we must 
treat others the way we want 
to be treated, I personally be-
lieve in marriage equality for 
same-sex couples. 

More remains to be done 
to ensure every single Ameri-
can is treated equally, regard-
less of sexual orientation or 

gender identity. Moving forward, my Ad-
ministration will continue its work to ad-
vance the rights of LGBT Americans. This 
month, as we reflect on how far we have 
come and how far we have yet to go, let 

us recall that the progress we have made 
is built on the words and deeds of ordinary 
Americans. Let us pay tribute to those who 
came before us, and those who continue 
their work today; and let us rededicate 
ourselves to a task that is unending – the 
pursuit of a Nation where all are equal, and 
all have the full and unfettered opportunity 
to pursue happiness and live openly and 
freely. 

Now, therefore, I, Barack Obama, 
president of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Pride Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to eliminate prejudice every-
where it exists, and to celebrate the great 
diversity of the American people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand this first day of June, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. t

BARACK OBAMA

 Pride 2012 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION – PRIDE 2012

Dear Friends:
Welcome to Baltimore Pride 2012. We are excited to welcome visitors and residents alike 

to the greatest city in America.
During this celebration, we hope that you will have the opportunity to have a good 

time, while building awareness around LGBT issues that matter, and promoting unity. In 
Maryland, the LGBT community and its allies have worked tirelessly to expand opportunities by helping 
to pass the Anti-Discrimination Act, stronger safe-school legislation, and putting an end to transgender-
motivated discrimination in Baltimore City. Just this year, I signed the Civil Marriage Protection Act of 
2012 into law to protect the dignity of Maryland’s people.

Thomas Merton said that “The true solution to our problems is not accessible to any one isolated party 
or nation,...all must arrive at it by working together.” Your efforts make a difference in the lives of those 
around you and ensure that every Marylander has an equal opportunity to succeed.

On behalf of Maryland, best wishes for a memorable event. 
Sincerely,

Governor

A MESSAGE FROM GOVERNOR MARTIN O’MALLEY
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 Pride 2012 

FROM MAYOR STEPHANIE 
RAWLINGS-BLAKE

Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 

Are you or someone you know in need
of HIV Primary Medical Care and

Case Management Services?
HIV is NOT a death sentence; care management can

prolong your life and improve your health. Take
charge of your life, get life saving treatments.

The Baltimore City Health Department, HIV Care Linkage 
Team can help

We offer
• Care Linkage services to quality medical care providers
• Same-day appointments
•  Referral & Transportation services to first & 2nd appointments
• Free gift for enrolling

Services offered to insured and uninsured clients
Care Linkage Team:

Kevin Coger: 410-948-2593
Orline Johnson: 410-627-5083
Rodrique Sumpter: 410-627-8374
Sheridan Johnson: 443-564-2007

   TAKE PRIDE IN 

  YOUR HEALTH 
 Test at the  

Health Department  

Outreach Van  

at the Block Party & Festival  

Or Visit 

The Health Department Clinics 
Druid Health Center 

 1515 W North Ave • 410.396.0176 
Eastern Health Center 

620 N Caroline St • 410.396.9436 

TAKE PRIDE IN
YOUR HEALTH

Test at the
Health Department 

Outreach Van
at the Block Party 

& Festival
Or Visit

The Health Department Clinics

Druid Health Center
1515 W North Ave • 410.396.0176

Eastern Health Center
620 N Caroline St • 410.396.9436

I GOT
MYSELF
TESTED
GYTNOW.ORG

Getting yourself tested for HIV is the first 
step in taking responsibility for your sexual 
health and the health of your partners. 
BaltimoreStatusUpdate.com

HAVE BALLS.  GET TESTED.
STATUS
UPDATE
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Since last year’s Pride, happily there have 
been some quick-moving major develop-
ments in the quest for LGBT equality. The 
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” took ef-
fect with a ho-hum reaction from within the 
Armed Services instead of the predicted 
panic by anti-gay worry-warts. 

Both California’s Proposition 8 and 
the federally passed DOMA – Defense of 
Marriage Act – are not being upheld in 
the lower courts on Constitution grounds. 
These cases will eventually go before the 
Supreme Court for an ultimate ruling.

New York State’s legislature passed 
same-sex marriage and Governor Cuo-
mo immediately signed it. In Maryland 

the General Assembly narrowly approved 
marriage equality and Governor O’Malley 
signed it into law on March 1. A referendum 
in an effort to overturn the law is likely in 
November.

As for gender identity non-discrim-
ination, although 
Maryland’s General 
Assembly failed to 
bring the matter to a 
vote again this year, 
protections were 
legislated success-
fully in Baltimore 
and Howard coun-
ties, which expand 
on those already 
passed in Baltimore 
City and Montgom-
ery County. Perhaps 
next year, the state will follow through.

We witnessed for the first time in U.S. 
history a sitting president publically sup-
port same-sex marriage as did the cur-
rent vice-president, his two predecessors 
and two former presidents. And this hasn’t 
been demagogued so far by equality op-
ponents as one would have expected. You 
can sense a change in the direction of the 
wind.

One of the factors for this welcome 
progress has been the trending revealed in 

A Good Time to 
be Out and 
Proud

local and national polls about the improved 
attitudes towards LGBT folks including 
support for marriage equality. A few years 
ago this would have seemed implausible. 

The people seem to be always out in 
front of the politicians on these matters, 

and the poli-
ticians take 
notice. That 
was one of the 
reasons “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” 
was repealed; 
it garnered 
huge wide-
spread back-
ing from the 
citizenry.

What is 
causing the 

needle move into the positive side of the 
dial? A recent CNN-ORC International sur-
vey offers some clues. Although the divide 
continues by political party and age, the 
support for marriage equality, for example, 
is inching upward, and it might be because 
the issue has become more personal than 
before. 

According to this poll, the number of 
Americans who say someone close to 
them is gay stands at 60 percent. Con-
trast that to 49 percent in 2010. During the 
1990s, CNN reports that the highest per-
centage of Americans having a gay family 
member or a close friend reached only 41 
percent. That was a mere 14 years ago. 
In that timeframe, that number rose from 
41 to 60 percent, almost a 50 percent in-
crease.

Gays and lesbians are coming out; it’s 
just that simple. More are doing so at an 
earlier age than ever. Added familiarity with 
gay people through culture or other means 
creates a safer environment to come out 
as do the increased protections against 
discrimination in employment and housing 
allow gays and lesbians to disclose their 
sexual orientation at work. (Note, there is 
still a long way to go in that regard and 
federal protections are still lacking.)

While there are too many instances 
whereby parents reject their children after 
they come out, those who are accepting 
have recognized that sexual orientation 
is not a choice or these families are not 
dominated by religious dogma. Or maybe 
they simply love their kids as they are sup-
posed to do!

All this may explain the fact that more 
people have close ties to a gay or lesbian 
person than before. It should also explain 

why the positive numbers are rising since 
folks do not want to see the people close to 
them hurt by discrimination.

Still, there is so much work left to be ac-
complished. We still have too many haters, 
and that’s an obstacle that will be difficult 
to overcome. They should be remanded to 
the ever-shrinking minority of homophobes 
and Bible thumpers.

As Pride rolls in, there are certainly 
reasons to celebrate. More people are 
coming out and are being more accepted 
for who they are. And that translates into 
progress.

Pride began as a commemoration of 
the Stonewall uprising in New York when 
a rag-tag bunch of trans people, drag 
queens, street hustlers, and others mar-
ginalized by society in general and by gay 
folks in particular fought back after con-
stant harassment. Gay rights then were 
completely non-existent. 

Each year Pride parades and celebra-
tions allow LGBT people to let it rip and be 

themselves. Sometimes this has impeded 
progress, but the world is getting used to 
it – or over it. 

The evolution from political rallies at 
Pride to a party atmosphere has been 
the subject of much commentary over the 
years. We have plenty to celebrate to be 
sure. But we should never forget how this 
all started in the first place. We cannot al-
low ourselves to forget the road to equality 
remains largely unpaved.

Let’s celebrate our accomplishments 
as a community and who we are as individ-
uals, but let’s also rally the masses to join 
in on one of the most fundamental battles 
for equality this state has known. If we do 
that we can achieve further success.

To do that, we need the entire commu-
nity to get behind the effort to defeat the 
referendum in November. Not everyone 
sees themselves as ever being married. 
That’s okay. But here’s the chance to show 
the world that the time for being treated 
like a second class citizen is over. 

That’s what real Pride is all about, and 
why we should be out and proud. t

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Grand Central Nightclub • 410.752.7133
1001-1003 North Charles St., Baltimore, MD

www.centralstationpub.com • Visit us on Facebook 

Monday & Tuesday Karaoke with Nikki
WeDNeSDay 
Happy Hour 4-8 

THurSDay 
Ladies Night
$2.50 drinks til 11pm

FriDay 
Dance Party 
$2.50 drinks til 11pm 

SaTurDay 
DJ, Happy Hour 8-10pm

$3 rail & Domestic

SuNDay 
2-4-1 Drinks Sunday 
(excludes top shelf) 
buy your first drink, 

receive a token for your next, 
can be used till 8pm or 

for any Happy Hour

“We cannot allow 
ourselves to forget 
the road to equality 
remains largely 
unpaved.”



BaltiMore oUtloUd  JUNE 15, 2012  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  15 

THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Recent surveys have had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 30, 2012 will be entered into a drawing to win one of 
fi ve US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profi t charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2012 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and LGBT Market Research & Development Lab are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey®: Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefi ts. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also infl uence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and infl uences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and 
operated, independent market research and communications fi rm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third 
parties or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certifi ed. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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Comments from readers of the book:  

“ … I thought the book was fabulous, insightful, brave, sexy, sad and funny all in one...”  
“ … you are a wonderful writer” … “this book needs to be heard … ” … “ … thank you for hours 
of enlightenment and pleasure” … “I am glommed onto your book. It will be one of a handful of 

the most memorable books I’ve read in my life, seminal and very courageous.”
“I am completely blown away.” 

Available in hard cover, soft cover and Kindle versions. Order from
www.amazon.com, www.bn.come, or www.authorhouse.com

TM

When: Where:
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Pride celebrations were born in a caul-
dron of resistance. When we recount 
the trials and tribulations of our rainbow 
kindred, Pride began as a resistance 
movement against oppression. Police 
frequently raided the Stonewall Inn in 
Greenwich Village, New York. Patrons 
got tired of being harassed, threatened, 
abused and arrested by the NYPD so they 
resisted. Sylvia Rivera, a drag queen, 
threw a shoe at the police and kicked of 
days of rioting. That simple act spawned 
the Pride movement we see today.

Pride is about the freedom to be our-
selves. Pride is about walking in our truth 
in bravery and courage. As things stand 
now, I wonder aloud what our agenda as 
a community of people is. What do we 
hope to accomplish as a community of 
souls? A lot of what we see at Pride today 
is incredibly hedonistic and sexualized. 
Although this may be part of our move-
ment, it is not the sum total of who we are 
as a community. What is our purpose? 

I am convinced that the purpose of 
human life on this planet is to be hap-
py. Fundamentally, we are people who 
want to live in peace and joy. We want 
to live in freedom. We want security. We 
want to be loved and we want to love. 
The modern history of our community be-
gins where the rainbow ends. Our rain-
bow kindred resisted the box of unhap-
piness. They resisted attempts to make 
them less than human. Pride is the result 
of years of frustration, murder, and extor-
tion. People really just got tired of being 
shut out of the freedom to pursue their 
happiness. Like Rosa Parks, our rainbow 
kindred grew weary of second class citi-
zenship.

The 2012 agenda for the LGBT com-
munity has morphed into something that 
our rainbow kindred probably would not 
recognize. The movement for marriage 
equality, although noble in its intentions, 
has obscured the foundational elements 
of the Pride struggle. People didn’t riot 
at Stonewall because they wanted to 
get married. People rioted because they 

wanted the basic freedom to be them-
selves. People rioted because they were 
being dehumanized and rejected. Our 
rainbow kindred said no more to the bla-
tant discrimination and abuse. Blend-
ing in with heterosexist society was not 
the goal. And dare I say that it isn’t the 
goal now. In the deepest recesses of our 
souls, we do realize that there is a larger 
cause here. We still seek the freedom, 
justice and equality that our fore parents 
sought during the Stonewall riots.

Let’s face it, LGBTQ people are still 
harassed and murdered because of sex-
ual orientation and gender presentation. 
LGBTQ people are still fired and ostra-
cized because of who they are. And yes, 
there are still police raids on gay places 
and spaces because they are gay spaces 
and places. The date and century has 
changed but the fundamental reason for 
LGBTQ resistance has not. The truth is 
that no amount of so called heteronorma-
tive behavior will give us what we want or 
intrinsically need. The freedom to be who 
we are is the pinnacle, paramount and 
crux of our noble struggle.

We really need to return to the ba-
sics. In 2012, we have seen illustrious 
allies, people and organizations, move 
our agenda forward. However, we have 
more work to do. We must show enough 
love for ourselves to care for ourselves. 
Supporting LGBTQ youth is a must. They 
must not be ignored. We must keep orga-
nizations that claim to represent us ac-
countable. We should demand that our 
youth are nurtured and protected. We 
need to protect and show compassion for 
our rainbow elders. They have been ig-
nored too long. And we must also make 
racial equality within our community a 
priority. Too often elements of enmity and 
inequality have set the so call agenda of 
our community. Does our so called lead-
ership really reflect the immense racial 
and sexual diversity of our community? 
Our rainbow kindred who kicked off the 
Stonewall rebellion were every color in 
the book. From 1969 to now, how things 
have changed! Is our leadership diverse? 
Who have we allowed to formulate priori-
ties? Ultimately, who controls the purse 
strings of the groups that claim to rep-
resent us? When we find the answers to 
these questions, we will discover why the 
foundation of our liberation movement is 
at this crucial crossroad…internally.

Celebrate Pride in mindfulness and 
with gratitude. In thanksgiving, we cel-
ebrate the achievements of the past to 
transition to a future of freedom and lib-
eration. The freedom we seek lies not in 
the desire to be everybody else, but in the 
cry to be who we were born to be, after 
all, we were born this way. t

Remembering 
Who We Are: A 
Pride Narrative

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Over the last few years, it has become abun-
dantly clear that the GLBT movement is more 
interested in preserving the status quo of 
American society, so long as gays, lesbians 
and transgender people can participate. We 
seek access to marriage, the most funda-
mental of patriarchy’s mechanisms that en-
sures the servitude of females to males. We 
support hate crimes legislation, thus prop-
ping up a criminal justice system that dispro-
portionately negatively impacts females and 
people of color.

These things are fine, I suppose. “Equal-
ity” is useful, as far as it goes, but for lesbi-
ans, the females of the community alphabet 
soup, we have noticed that our needs and 
our voices have been erased in this push for 
“everything is everything” equality. Recently, 
Corey Reidy, speaking at the Mobilizing and 
Organizing from Below conference, told the 
audience that she identified as “queer,” not 
“lesbian,” because of the negative connota-
tions the word “lesbian” has. 

This is a regular theme with twenty-some-
thing “queers.” The word “lesbian” is not “in-
clusive” enough for the GLBT movement, be-
cause the existence and desires of lesbians 
“erases” transwomen, who are male. Not one 
of these twenty-somethings expresses con-
cern, however, for the wholesale decimation 
and erasure of lesbians and lesbian culture. 
Because catering to men it what women do!

How “progressive”!
This is what misogyny looks like in the 

GLBT Movement – and Lesbians have been 
complicit in our own demise. Stemming from 
a well-intentioned desire to be “good allies,” 
lesbians have painted themselves into a cor-
ner from which we cannot escape.

This lack of respect for lesbian spaces 
and lesbian culture gets played out over and 
over, every day – every time a lesbian feels 
compelled to justify her existence, her sexual 
attractions for other females, her need for fe-
male only space.

This is what lesbian annihilation looks 
like.

The funny – and by funny I mean deeply 
sad – thing about the twenty-somethings is 
their fetishization of 90s Dyke Culture. In the 
fall of last year, another twenty-something 
Baltimore person gave a talk at Red Emma’s 

about the New York (!!) Lesbian Avengers 
and how radical and awesome they were.

lesbian Avengers. Key word here is “les-
bian.”

Inspired by that window into the past – 
which, incidentally, did not focus at all on Bal-
timore rich lesbian activist history – the twen-
ty-somethings decided to plan a Dyke March. 
However, this year’s Pride does not have a 
Dyke March – in no small part the planners 
did not want to offend trans and “queer” peo-
ple by making holding a march for lesbians. 

I suggested to them that perhaps they 
would have more success holding a Dyke-
less March, but I don’t think they got the joke. 
And by joke, I mean I am fed up.

How do we restore what has been lost, 
dykes? How do we return to a place where 
females under the rainbow flag don’t have to 
pretend that having a vagina makes us op-
pressors of transwomen? How do we as a 
united community realize that our strengths 
lie in respecting and celebrating our differ-
ences, not by pretending that they don’t ex-
ist?

I honestly think it’s too late.
Lesbians don’t have “pride” in being les-

bian anymore. Lesbians have shame. Lesbi-
ans apologize for not liking penis. Lesbians 
silently cringe when the queers in our move-
ment talk about lesbians as dowdy, old, bor-
ing, sexless dinosaurs. Ironically, the things 
that are lesbian have been reclaimed and ap-
propriated by a younger generation of queers 
who did none of the hard work it took us as a 
GLBT community to get where we are today.

An interesting, somewhat related devel-
opment has been the Gay Shame Movement, 
which opposes the mainstreaming of gay 
culture and the GLBT movement’s focus on 
mainstream goals such as marriage equal-
ity. This effort is necessary, but insufficient 
for preserving lesbian culture, as it has the 
same underground mainstream emphasis on 
all things queer.

I have no hope that anyone will join me, 
but as a Baltimore Lesbian Avenger, I em-
brace Lesbian Rage as the only way forward. 
I will not go gently into that good night of post-
modern bullshit that denies the reality of fe-
male existence.

As a lesbian, I am angry that the other let-
ters in our alphabet don’t respect female de-
sires, needs and space. I am angry that mi-
sogyny in the community seems to be at an 
all-time high, with trans academics displaying 
no desire to call it out. I am angry that a gen-
eration of lesbians face inordinate pressure 
to transition because that is the only way they 
can be celebrated and loved in this commu-
nity. I am angry that lesbians still must justify 
our lack of desire for penis – but this time, we 
argue not with right-wingers, but with trans-
women and their “helpful” allies.

Lesbian Rage. Embrace it. Live it. Love it. 
We’ve earned it. t

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

Pride in the 
Name of Lesbians
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Albert Camus might have been predicting 
Stonewall, and to a lesser degree the Yip-
pie movement, or the rise of feminist thought 
when he wrote, in The rebel, “the revolution-
ary movement of our times is primarily a vio-
lent renunciation of the formal hypocrisy that 
presides over bourgeois society.” I say “to 
a lesser degree” because Stonewall, unlike 
the others, was a violent rejection of state 
imposed oppression. 

How that revolutionary movement 
evolved from a dynamic demand for accom-
modation into a passive acceptance of the 
status quo is not a mystery. It has its ante-
cedents firmly rooted in American culture. 

While Stonewall was the genesis of the 
modern LGBT movement, that movement, 
like all movements, occurred within a cultural 
nexus, a nexus that brought with it the rules 
of engagement concerning cultural change. 
Those rules are inculcated in our social or-
der. The manner in which a subculture en-
gages the larger culture follows simple rules 
of assimilation and accommodation. Ameri-
can history gives us a glimpse into how 
those dual stratagems work in our particular 
culture.  

Here in the great melting pot we might 
expect assimilation and accommodation to 
balance one another, as the subculture as-
sumes the modes of reasoning and norma-
tive commitments of the larger culture while 
the larger culture accommodates the same 
of the smaller culture. American history, 
however, with its dual traditions of slavery 
and Native American oppression provides a 
roadmap for social change, a roadmap that 
often leads to subjugation of minority cul-
tures.  

Being a quarter Native American I have 
tried to understand the imperatives at work 
in strategies of both the oppressors and the 
oppressed. My grandmother came here from 
Mexico as a child, was raised among the priv-
ileged class, and married young to a wealthy 
man. She did not share any memory of her 
tribal past outside of a moderate knowledge 
of herbal remedies and what some have de-
scribed derisively as fortune telling. 

Her story is a story of assimilation, a hap-
py adjustment to the world of white privilege. 
Her closest adult encounters with her Cen-
tral American history were the occasional 
jaunt to Havana to vacation or gamble. Com-

fort has its allure and it is not surprising that 
under the circumstances there are no family 
traditions of tribal ways. Other Native Ameri-
cans have less pleasant historical memories 
of their first encounters with the white man. 

In Maryland, native culture faced less 
violence than in many parts of the country, 
largely because those who settled at St. 
Mary’s city purchased, rather than confiscat-
ed, the land where they settled. The Pisca-
taway from whom they purchased that land 
were farmers, like the European settlers. In 
most of the country, however, native cultures 
were nomadic, and forced to acquiesce to 
an agricultural system that separated them 
from their traditional ways of participating in 
the ecological balance of the world around 
them. Survival required assimilation into the 
larger culture, marginalization within reser-
vation camps run by the federal government, 
or annihilation. 

It would demean history to refer to slav-
ery as mere assimilation, and it could not 
be properly so-called, as the subjugation by 
force does not involve a cultural exchange. 
That said, the absorption of African culture 
post reconstruction was, in those instanc-
es where force of law was not used (Jim 
Crow), assimilatory. Gradual acceptance by 
the dominant majority of some aspects of 
African American culture notwithstanding, 
largely in the areas of culinary, musical, and 
in some regions remnants of faith traditions 
(like the intermingling of West African Minkisi 
with Christianity), for the most part African 
Americans adopted social structures reflec-
tive of the majority culture. 

The particularly violent legacy of Africans 
in America set the groundwork for backlash 
in the mid twentieth century, but it is inter-
esting to note that the backlash, sometimes 
armed, came after a period when many 
people of African descent had attempted fu-
tiley to gain acceptance in the larger culture 
by mimicking white traits. Hair straightening 
and skin bleaching, not as personal adorn-
ment, but as an assimilatory sacrifice of their 
own identities, were commonplace prior to 
potent empowerment of cultural history driv-
en by Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, and 
others; who refused to play. 

In the decades following Stonewall, 
gays, like their historical counterparts, di-
vided into separate camps; those who saw 
greater value in radical liberation, and those 
who chose to blend into the hetero-norma-
tive model. Then, as today, those boundar-
ies were not concrete, and therein lay some 
hope. “No fats or femmes,” “straight acting,” 
and other self imposed labels found in gay 
personal adds pointed to a preference for 
assimilation, and, inter alia, conformity.

This too follows an historical pattern. 
History professor Winthrop Jordon, best 
known for his book White Over Black: ameri-
can attitudes Toward the Negro, 1550-1812, 

Rebel

observed that white women in our colonial 
south were “hardened by the utter necessity 
of avoiding any resemblance to women of 
the other race.” The women of the other race, 
female slaves, were noted for their “sprightli-
ness and gayety.” White women, therefore, 
put their gayness on “mute,” a familiar theme 
to us, in post-Stonewall culture, on the heels 
of Stonewall, we observe a similar behavior 
in the gay community.  

What began at Stonewall, a liberation 
movement, a demand to be left alone, a dem-
onstration of radical queerness, followed the 
same historical pattern. In 29 states, it is still 
legal to fire someone solely because they 
are lesbian or gay.  In that sense, one would 
think that leaders in what has nominally be-
come the LGBT movement would be fighting 
the same battles that Frank Kameny fought 
in the 1960’s. I say “nominally” because the 
inclusion of the “B” and the “T” in the LGBT 
moniker is usually meant in name only. Simi-

larly, the inclusion of lesbians is sometimes 
predicated on female acceptance of male 
dominated gay organizations. Yet even if we 
accept that the gay orgs really do have, in a 
plantation sense, the best interests of lesbi-
ans, bisexual, and transgender folk, we are 
still left with a movement that has chosen to 
address a very small window of LGBT rights.  

We recognize employers who, despite 
state laws that allow them to discriminate 
against gay folk, do the right thing. Under the 
banner of HRC, for instance, we annually cel-
ebrate capitalist organizations that choose to 
hire gay folk. That it is just “good business” 
to hire gay folk doesn’t seem to matter to our 
orgs. We would prefer (especially when they 
are corporate partners like Goldman Sachs or 
Wells Fargo) to pretend that they are acting 
not from the profit motive, but just because 
they are good people. They can preside over 
the destruction of the worldwide economy, but 
they are gay friendly. 

a model for gay liberation?
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“Somewhere along the 
road to liberation we 
chose to no longer be 
‘free to be you and me,’ 
but rather to be free to 
be a reasonable facsimile 
of straight folks.”

searching 1-800-QUITNOW online.
fitness (diet and exercise) – GLBT 

people, like all Americans, are prone to obe-
sity. Obesity causes high blood pressure, 
diabetes, and arthritis of the hips and knees. 
Obesity is also associated with increased 
rates of heart disease, breast cancer and 
other cancers, and with premature death. 
Regular exercise and a low fat, low calorie 
diet are the way to prevent obesity and the 
way to cure it. We all find it hard to make 
time for exercise, but just 20 minutes of brisk 
exercise three times a week will significant-
ly decrease your risk of heart disease and 
move you towards a healthier lifestyle. Brisk 
exercise means your heart rate increases 
and you are a little out of breath, and not able 
to carry on a conversation while exercising. 

substance Use / alcohol – GLBT 
people use illegal drugs and alcohol more 
than the general population. Some GLBT 
people’s social lives are largely limited to a 
small, tightly knit group of friends. When ev-
eryone in the group is drinking or drugging, 
it normalizes the behavior and can serve as 
an excuse not to change. Regular use of 
drugs or alcohol eventually leads to prob-
lems at work and in relationships. In time, 
alcohol use leads to nerve damage, brain 
damage, liver failure and death. Alcohol also 
increases the risk of heart disease and can-
cer. Alcohol and drugs cause many deaths 
through driving while intoxicated and vio-
lence against oneself and others. Cocaine 
can cause abnormal heart rhythms and heart 
attacks. Amphetamines cause premature ag-
ing and gum disease resulting in tooth loss. 
Twelve-step programs are free and have 
been effective for many people in stopping 
and staying off alcohol and drugs. There 
are specific GLBT groups in both Alcohol-
ics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous. 
depression/anxiety – Depression and anx-
iety affect GLBT people at a higher rate than 
the general population. This is at least in part 
due to effects of homophobia and transpho-
bia, and the rejections many GLBT people 
experience from their families and religions. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
How about a special GLBT health col-

umn for Gay Pride Week?
 Reader

Dear Reader,
Here you go. My sources for this column 

are from the website of GLMA, the Gay and 
Lesbian Medical Association (Glma.org).

It is difficult to address the health con-
cerns of GLBT people as a group because 
the “GLBT” umbrella covers six distinct 
groups of people: gay men, lesbians, bisex-
ual women, bisexual men, transwomen and 
transmen. Still, some issues are important 
for all six groups. This column will address 
seven of those issues. Future columns will 
cover issues specific to transwomen and 
transmen, issues specific to lesbians, and is-
sues specific to men who have sex with men. 

Communicate with your healthcare 
provider – People’s health risks vary ac-
cording to sexual behavior. Cross-gender 
hormones also cause specific health risks. 
To provide you with the best care, your clini-
cian needs to know your sexual orientation 
and gender identity. Once you inform your 
provider, he or she should ask you specific 
questions relating to your orientation or gen-
der identity. A complete sexual history is es-
sential for comprehensive health care. Be 
honest about your behaviors. If there are 
some things, you are unwilling to disclose, 
ask yourself why – if you are embarrassed 
by your behavior, there’s a good chance it’s 
dangerous. If your provider does not seem 
comfortable with your sexual orientation or 
gender identity, look for another provider.

tobacco – GLBT people use tobacco at 
much higher rates. Smoking is guaranteed 
to damage your health and shorten your life. 
Long-term tobacco-related health problems 
include emphysema, lung cancer, throat can-
cer, bladder cancer, heart disease, strokes, 
high blood pressure, and many other seri-
ous problems. Short-term consequences of 
smoking include bad breath, stained teeth, 
smoker’s cough, and the expense of smok-
ing. Free resources for smoking cessation 
are available by calling 1-800-QUITNOW or 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

HealtH & Wellness 

LGBT Health 
Issues: Part 1

GLBT people in their teens and twenties have 
a much higher risk of attempting suicide than 
straight people of the same age and sex. 
Young GLBT people with signs of depression 
need close monitoring; suicide threats should 
always be taken seriously. When accessing 
mental health care, it’s important to make 
sure that the counselor or therapist is affirm-
ing (not just neutral) towards GLBT people. 
Depression is easily treatable with effective 
medications: seek help sooner, not later. 
stds – All sexually active people are at risk 
for sexually transmitted diseases. STDs oc-
cur at a very high rate in gay and bisexual 
men. A person can be infected with most 
STD’s without any symptoms. People who 
are infected without symptoms can still in-
fect their partners. STD’s caused by bacteria 
and lice are curable with medication. These 
include syphilis, gonorrhea, Chlamydia, 
trichomonas, and pubic lice (“crabs”). STD’s 
caused by viruses are not curable. These 
include HIV, Hepatitis A, B, and C, Human 
Papilloma Virus (HPV), and herpes. Vac-
cines are available to prevent Hepatitis A, 
Hepatitis B, and HPV. It has been repeat-
edly shown that the use of condoms (male 
and female types) and dental dams reduces 
the risk of sexually transmitted diseases. 
The more partners a person has in a year, 
the more often they should be tested for 
STDs. People are much more likely to be-
come infected with STD’s when they are 
intoxicated with alcohol or drugs, when 
they do not know their partner, and when 
they meet a partner through the internet. 
intimate Partner Violence – GLBT people 
suffer from violence in intimate relationships 
at least as often as the general population. 
Medical providers, emergency room staff 
and police are less likely to suspect or ask 
about intimate partner violence when the 
partners are the same sex. It is especially 
difficult for GLBT people to get help if they do 
not acknowledge being in a relationship. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send her questions at editor@balti-
moreoutloud.com.

Somewhere along the road to liberation 
and revolution we chose to no longer be 
“free to be you and me,” but rather to be free 
to be a reasonable facsimile of straight folks. 
What started as a spontaneous street action 
led to a fork in the road, one branch of that 
fork leading to liberation, the other branch 
looking within the “system” for redemption. 

The fight for gay marriage became the 
ultimate battleground. It is an admirable 
fight. No citizen should be denied the rights 
that other citizens enjoy. Yet, still, LGBT folk 
can be fired in 29 states because they are 
gay. We fight the good fight against bully-
ing in our schools. Yet even in the midst of 
fighting for gay children, we back off from 
the formal acknowledgement that children 
are sexual beings. Fearful of the pedophile 
meme, rather than a willingness to confront 
it head on, leaves us describing gay children 
in terms of their “identity” rather than in terms 
of their intimate partner choices. It seems an 
adequate compromise on one level. On an-
other level, it denies their personhood. Being 
gay, after all, is not about how you identify, it 
is about whom you fuck.

Heterosexual culture lacks this timidity. 

Big box retailers as staid as Kmart or Wal-
Mart have no compunction over marketing 
attire for adolescent females that is sexually 
suggestive or caters to the limbic wiring of 
the adult heterosexual male brain.  Dutifully, 
moms shop for such things too.

We marginalize bisexuality. It never quite 
reached a level above nominal inclusion in 
the alphabet soup. It cannot. To do so would 
require an open discussion of marriage 
rights. Are we ready to talk openly about 
polyamorous relationships? 

We are not.
Camus, again in The rebel, wrote, “Con-

formity is one of the nihilistic temptations of 
rebellion which dominate a large part of our 
intellectual history. It demonstrates how the 
rebel who takes to action is tempted to suc-
cumb, if he forgets his origins, to the most ab-
solute conformity.”  I hope that those among 
us who believe in the spirit of rebellion and 
liberation will regain control of the movement 
that, in the spirit of Stonewall, made us proud 
to be queer, which by definition is not “the 
same as you.”    t
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By JosH leVin
Earlier this year, Governor Martin O’Malley 
signed the Civil Marriage Protection Act 
into law.  Under his tireless leadership – 
and that of key legislators and the large 
coalition of gay and straight organizations 
– committed gay and lesbian 
couples will be able to marry 
on January 1, 2013 – if all 
goes well this fall.  

Right now opponents of 
marriage equality are col-
lecting signatures to make 
sure the issue gets on the 
November ballot. Due to 
Maryland’s very low thresh-
old for petitioning bills to the 
ballot, all sides believe that 
opponents will reach – and 
well exceed – the requisite 
56,000 signatures needed to 
put marriage up for a vote. 
Translation: This will be on 
the ballot in the fall.

We’re confident of victory. Any cam-
paign would be thrilled to have the mo-
mentum we’ve seen recently.  Marriage 
equality in Maryland has gained strong 
majority support in recent months. A 
May Public Policy Poll showed 57% of 
Maryland voters would vote for the new 
law, with 37% voting against. In the wake 
of marriage equality endorsements by 
President Obama and the NAACP, 55% 
of African-American voters in Mary-
land would uphold the law.  The most 
recent poll by the Washington Post/ABC 
News showed a similar surge in support 
among African Americans nationally.

 In addition, the likelihood that Presi-
dent Obama will run strongly in Maryland 
(he garnered 63% of the vote in 2008) 
bodes well for victory. For example, nearly 
70% of Obama voters and 30 percent of 
Romney voters support marriage equality. 

 Marylanders for Marriage Equality, 
the coalition that includes 1199 SEIU, the 
ACLU of Maryland, Equality Maryland, the 
Human Rights Campaign, and the NAACP 
– Baltimore, be working hard over the 
coming weeks and months to encourage 
you to do three key things:

• Have conversations: The most im-
portant thing we can do to defend Mary-
land’s marriage equality law is to have 
conversations with our friends, family, and 
neighbors about what marriage equality is 
really all about – two people, who love 
each other, building a stable family and 
having that family recognized under the 
law, period.  This is what moves people 
– no matter political affiliation, faith, or 
background. Not everyone “gets-it” the 

first time, so keep the dialogue going. 
• donate: This campaign will cost mil-

lions and the most important donations 
are the $10, $20, $50 donations that peo-
ple make online at MarylandersForMarria-
geEquality.org/DonateNow. Those small 

dollar contributions, added 
to the larger high-dollar con-
tributions are what drive any 
winning campaign.

• Vote: “Support” doesn’t 
win elections. Votes do. The 
campaign is working on gath-
ering pledges from anyone 
and everyone who supports 
marriage equality on our web-
site. Go online now at Mary-
landersForMarriageEquality.
org to pledge to vote for the 
bill this November. 

Together, we can turn our 
success of passing the mar-
riage equality bill into a per-

manent victory this November. t
Josh levin is the campaign manager 

for marylanders for marriage equality. For 
information on how to get involved with 
the campaign, contact manley@mdfme.
org

Momentum for Marriage Equality
eQUality Maryland

Josh levin

Delegate Mary Washington (D-43), 
one of eight openly gay legislators 
in the Maryland General Assembly, 

celebrated her 
50th birthday 
at the Metro 
Galley on 
June 9. At the 
event, “Shake, 
Shake, Shake” 
where disco 
dancing, food 
and bever-
ages were 
plentiful, Mary 
addressed her 
friends and 
c o l l e a g u e s 

and supporters and thanked them for 
their support. 

Others attendees included Del-
egates Luke Clippinger, Maggie Mc-
Intosh and Curt Anderson as well 
as Josh Levin who is the campaign 
chairman for Marylanders for Mar-
riage Equality. t

Happy Birthday, 
Mary Washington

Mary Washington 
celebrates a half 
century
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The Little Corner Bar With The Great Big HeartThe Little Corner Bar With The Great Big Heart
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16 oz MGD’s
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KaRaOKe
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 
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Everyday
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CELEBRATING BALTIMORE PRIDE 2012! JOIN US!CELEBRATING BALTIMORE PRIDE 2012! JOIN US!

SPECIAL 16 Oz. MGDS  $2.50SPECIAL 16 Oz. MGDS  $2.50

By Carolyn CoMBs
I love nuns. To be more specific, I really 
love the nuns I have met in Maryland since 
I made Baltimore my home over a decade 
ago. Sure they don’t wear habits all the 
time and I’ve yet to hear one break into a 
rendition of “How do you solve a problem 
like Maria,” but I remain hopeful. The ones 
I have been blessed to come into contact 
with have been some of the more remark-
able people I have met. They address 
hunger, homelessness, and poverty daily. 
This isn’t community service that they do 
on Thanksgiving in a soup kitchen. This is 
their way of life; day in and out. So, there is 
no getting around that there is something 
conspicuously malevolent about an institu-
tion that attacks a group of nuns. Please 
understand Roman Catholic Church, when 
I say conspicuously malevolent, I am point-
ing directly at you. In this jihad to conform 
to a few lines of a large Bible, a group of 
women (the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious) known for living the cor-
poral and spiritual works of mercy spoken 
by Jesus, as written in the book of Matthew, 
fell into the Vatican’s crosshairs. I try not to 

pull the Bible into debates because we al-
ways get hung up on Leviticus and how I’m 
an abomination for kissing chicks but the 
rest of the state of Maryland isn’t for eat-
ing crabs. I need to, though, because this 
is the church sanctioning and overhauling 
those who live the words of Jesus.

Those of us who the Church tries to 
oppress on a regular basis aren’t really 
surprised by this situation. It is rare, even 
amongst the ranks of the most conserva-
tive, to meet a Catholic who isn’t of the 
“cafeteria” persuasion (Premarital sex 
anyone? Perhaps you’d like some crab?). 
But when we, the LGBT, question the dif-
ference in abominations of sexuality ver-
sus consumption of shellfish, we are mis-
representing the biblical verse. When we 
question any work being done on the Sab-
bath, we are nitpicking. When we question 
and discuss biblical consent to slavery, 
racial discrimination, and execution for 
daily occurrences that are committed on 
a regular basis; we are fundamentalists. 
Only they have the rights to these sacred 
texts and only they can use it to justify who 

Praying Mantis: The Roman Catholic Church eats its own in its holy war against 
same-sex marriage. A case to stop accepting the hype

they choose the have-nots to be. And do 
they, ever! Words that penetrate and burn 
spew from their mouths. Their lips reach 
the leather-bound surface of the Bible and 
sink in, gnawing and tear-
ing; expectorating a piece-
meal version of salvation 
that excludes and defies 
the words of Christ. Yet, 
isn’t it interesting that no 
one walks out of service. 
This happens every week. 
It can be difficult to not be-
come hardened to the ac-
quiescence of those who 
attend churches that uti-
lize bully pulpits. It can feel 
like a betrayal of the worst 
kind. How dare no one cry 
out liar! How dare family and friends sit and 
listen and pass around a signature sheet in 
support of the referendum. Does it matter 
that they didn’t sign it? If they aren’t willing 
to sign it, why are they willing to continue to 
tithe to an institution that would publicly and 
proudly discriminate? 

How easy it is to forget that I sat in the 
same pews, my fear of being outed leading 
to an internalized homophobia that shames 
me today. I was one of the silent. Whether 
we agreed or not, there was an unspo-
ken rule to never outwardly show dissent. 
That’s not to say that everyone who sits in 

silence is actually a 
little gay girl scared 
of the world know-
ing her secret (well, 
some of them may-
be, after all, I wasn’t 
alone in that closet 
the whole time). 
There is this com-
placency in not con-
fronting bullshit. It’s 
akin to having that 
senile old grandpar-
ent that everyone 
patronizes and says 

nothing when they assert it’s still 1964; ex-
cept everyone still votes on what that crazy 
Grandpa Benedict says. There is quiet in-
difference since gramps thinks we’re all 
going to hell anyway.

I am asked, quite often, why I chose 
—continued on page 32

“I am asked, quite 
often, why I chose 
to leave the Roman 

Catholic Church. 
What does it matter 
that I am gay? ‘So 

is the pastor!’ some 
would joke.”

 faitH
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e Same Love, Same Rights®

Baltimore LGBT  Wedding  Expo
presented by RainbowWeddingNetwork.com

faitH

Greetings from Grace United Methodist 
Church at 5407 North Charles Street at 
Northern Parkway. 

We wish you a wonderful Pride week 
and hope you will enjoy all the festivities. 
This began with the interfaith service on 
Thursday night at MCC, Baltimore at 7 
p.m. Allies and LGBT persons from Grace 
UMC has join with members of the other 
three United Methodist Reconciling Con-
gregations of Baltimore, Bethesda, Old Ot-

terbein, and St. Johns, Baltimore City, in 
marching in the parade and in hosting a 
table in Druid Hill Park on Sunday.

We hope you know that there are 
Christian churches in this city and across 
the nation who welcome you warmly and 
extend to you full inclusion in the life of our 
congregations. Take pride in who God cre-
ated you to be. t

rev. Nancy J. Webb, associate pastor:  
can be reached at njwebb@verizon.net. 

Grace United Methodist Church

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road
www.bethmethumc.org

Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road
www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church ~ 5407 N. Charles St. (at Northern Parkway)
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)
www.mvp-umc.org

St. John’s Church ~ Baltimore City, 2640 St. Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

Old Otterbein Church ~ 112 West Conway Street
www.oldotterbeinumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City Welcome You
Reconciling & welcoming congregations where you will be warmly welcomed are :
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A Spiritual Center for the 
LGBT Community

Rev. Lorin Cahill-Stanley
Pastor

Rev. Jamie Cahill-Stanley
Associate Pastor

Services held in private homes 
– call for locations

grcfellowship.webstarts.com
godsrainbowconnection@gmail.com

(717) 701-9226

God’s 
Rainbow 

Connection

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Sundays at 10 a.m. • Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

First & St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
We are an “Open & Affi rming” Congregation.

Join us as we celebrate the beginning of  
Pride Month on Sunday, June 3, at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Schedule (through June 10)
Adult Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.

Worship and Children’s Sunday School - 10:30 a.m.
Summer Sunday Schedule (beginning June 17)

Worship - 9:30 a.m. (childcare provided)
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

6915 York Rd. • Baltimore, Maryland 21212 • 410-377-5224 • www.first-ststephens.org
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liVely arts // OUT ON SCREEN

holic soul who doesn’t appear on stage. His work as a court 
stenographer merely places him as a bystander as events 
develop – a factor in his allowing Bob to drive while intoxi-
cated. Annalise, the geographer is a self-described critical 
person. Margaret, the typographer, is overwhelmed by pres-
sure, depressed and needs to look for a new line of work.

Bock’s script is pulsating but it’s the acting that makes 
this play a gem. Director Michelle Minnick, an Iron Crow 
director (Swimming in the Shallows, also by Bock) and ac-
tor, has a wonderful cast to work with. Each member of the 
cast has directing experience as well, and that allows the 
audience to witness superb technical acting skills: body lan-
guage, facial expressions, timing, movements, and voice 
inflections – all good qualities that each performer exhibited. 

Sarah Ford 
Gorman as Mar-
garet, the typog-
rapher, had to 
maintain intensity 
and seriousness 
throughout. Much 
of the time she lis-
tened to others but 
when she showed 
signs of anger, it 
got the audience’s 
attention. An As-
sociate Artistic 
Director of Glass 
Mind Theatre, this 
was her debut per-
formance at Iron 
Crow.

Jenny Male, 
as the sometimes 
hilarious Annalise, 
the geographer, 
was a powerhouse 
in each scene. 
Bouncy, energetic, 
and natural, Male 

made geography fun but was excellent in laying into Dave 
towards the end. Also making her debut at Iron Crow, Male 
was the director and choreographer for the terrific recent 
Howard Community College Arts Collective production of 
Urinetown.

Steven J. Satta-Fleming, the artistic director at Iron 
Crow, has acted in several of its productions including in 
durang’s Shorts, Swimming in the Shallows, and love and 
Human remains. He also directed Hedwig and the angry 
inch and most recently, The Soldier dreams. His perfor-
mance as Dave, the stenographer, err, court reporter, was 
scintillating.

While playwright Adam Bock is gay and the fact there 
are gay characters in the play, it is not a gay play. Director 
Minnick notes that Iron Crow, a self-identified “queer theatre 
company,” presents “plays that skew our vision to allow us 
to see things differently.”

 The Typographer’s dream, directed and performed so 
capably, enables us to do just that. We may never view our 
jobs in the same light again. t

the typographer’s dream runs Thursday to Sun-
day through June 16 at the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty’s Swirnow Theater, charles and 33rd Streets, Balti-
more. For more information, visit ironcrowtheatre.com. 

liVely arts // OUT ON STAGE

By steVe CHaring
“What if people really were their jobs?” 

This is the overriding theme in the Iron Crow Theatre’s 
75-minute production of Adam Bock’s The Typographer’s 
dream – the final installment of the 2011-2012 season. It’s 
a smart, funny and unique theatrical experience that is mas-
terful in its simplicity and clever in its use of language. 

Performed at the Swirnow Theater at the Mattin Cen-
ter on the Johns Hopkins University campus, the stage is 
essentially bare except for three tables extended together 
and three chairs. At each chair sits a typographer (Margaret, 
played by Sarah Ford Gorman), a geographer who is Cana-
dian (Annalise, played by Jenny Male), and a stenographer 
(Dave, played by Steven J. Satta-Fleming). 

The house lights remain on as each actor introduces 
themselves, not by name but by their occupation at what ap-
pears to be a panel discussion. Wearing attire that would be 
expected for their typical workday, the characters conduct 
seemingly independent but at times overlapping soliloquies 
over a span of 76 “scenes” (some only one line long). They 
speak directly to the audience and rarely interact with the 
other two actors on stage – at least initially.

The characters define occupations in personal terms: 
how they relate to their jobs, how their jobs have changed, 
the pressures they must each endure and how they see 
their roles affecting the outside world. It is in this segment of 
the play that most of the humor is displayed. For example, 

Not Your Humdrum Day at Work
the geographer’s description of Columbus’ voyage and his 
ultimate encounter with “Indians” was a hoot as was the ste-
nographer’s suggestion that there is more precision needed 
to operate a stenograph than to be a surgeon.

The typographer is consumed by letters, typeface, text, 
words and truth. She is the most enigmatic of the characters 
and eventually succumbs to the reality that the advertising 
world is a “goddamn business” and her work can sometimes 
be lies, and she feels the pressure.

The geographer is at first enthusiastic that her field is 
an important science. She loves maps and is obsessed by 
choke points and boundaries, which she sees as political 
choices. She also bemuses the fact that geography is bur-
ied in the umbrella subject of “social studies.”

The stenographer who prefers the title “court reporter” 
is a sensitive fellow and is most passionate about the sig-
nificance of his job and the skills needed. He witnesses 
cases unfold in court – real events taking shape with real 
outcomes – by recording the proceedings.

Over halfway through the production, the lights finally 
dim and that represents a change in the play’s structure. It is 
at this point where the characters interact and we discover 
that they are not separate entities but, in fact, are friends, 
and they all have faults. Who doesn’t? 

We learn that Dave, the stenographer, is a liar. He hap-
pens to be gay and has a partner named Bob, a semi-alco-

The Typographer’s Dream

Jenny Male, sarah ford gorman and steven J. satta-fleming
credit: Katie Ellen Simmons-Bartherfront

“Over halfway 
through the 
production, the 
lights finally dim 
and that represents 
a change in the 
play’s structure. 
It is at this 
point where the 
characters interact 
and we discover 
that they are not 
separate entities 
but, in fact, are 
friends.”
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cause let me tell you: i’ve been trying to 
get my mother Barbra streisand tickets 
for years now and they are completely 
unaffordable. Maybe i should just take 
her to see you...

Cd: There you go! (laughs) Well, it’s not 
the same, not at all the same. I don’t know 
if you know, but Barbra’s doing two concerts 
in Brooklyn.

dd: oh, i know, and the cheapest 
ticket is over a hundred dollars, and 
you’re probably in the nosebleeds. yeah, 
we won’t be doing that.

Cd: (chuckling) I actually just got a tick-
et, so I’m pretty excited?

dd: Well, the last time you did an 
interview was about two years ago and 
you had seen her twice. is this going to 
be number three?

Cd: This will be number three, I can’t 
believe it!

dd: do you ever have the urge to 
dress up like her and then go meet her, 
or would that just be weird?

Cd: (laughing) Yeah, that would be 
weird, although I have seen people dressed 
as her, usually they’re guys though. No, I 
just want to go and enjoy it; I can’t wait to 
hear her.

dd: that is very exciting – i’m com-
pletely jealous of you. tell her we said 
hi. so, i was reading your bio and i just 
want to segue for a second: what exactly 
is “defense against dark arts?”

Cd: You know what, I’m not really sure! 
(laughs) A student of mine set that up there 
on my Facebook and I don’t remember what 
it was about – I teach college.

DD: Yeah, you might want to find out 
what that is, Carla, because honestly, 
that could lead you in a very frightening 
direction.

Cd: (giggling) I’ll have to look that up. 
Knowing him, I’m sure it’s nothing too crazy.

dd: for audience intents and pur-
poses, Carla is a voice director, and ap-
parently her students are reaching out to 
her in more ways than one. How is grow-
ing up in orlando? i was in florida for a 
couple of years, and i found where i was 
to be completely bereft of all music.

Cd: Orlando, like a lot of other cities, 
has gone through changes in terms of the 
arts. While I was growing up here, I got my 
start with the Orland Opera, which does not 
exist anymore. I remember at the time that 
the symphony and ballet companies were 
really big – now all that’s changed. It’s not 
where it could or should be, that’s for sure, 
but we’re still trying to make it work. You 
know, there’s only money for things like 

sports, to be com-
pletely honest, and 
it’s always been 
that way.

 dd: so true 
– there always 
seems to be tons 
of money for the 
football team. My 
son took chorus 
in florida and 
they did get to 
perform at dis-
ney once, so that 
was kind of cool, 
but as a rule, i 
couldn’t even 
find a concert 
hall to go see 
anybody perform 
– there just was 
nothing there. 
are you trying to 
bring that back?

Cd: (laughing) 
Yeah, there’s a lot 
of Disney. There 
are some jazz 
clubs which are 
starting to crop up, which is nice, so that’s 
encouraging, but it’s struggling like most of 
the arts programs in the cities.

dd: i think so – those are the pro-
grams that always get first, unfortu-
nately. you know, they have to priori-
tize, and they’re obviously not going to 
cut sports; that’s the moneymaker. Why 

don’t we talk 
a little bit 
about your 
background? 
you were 
originally an 
opera per-
former and 
you did quite 
a lot of opera. 
in fact, when 
you hit Balti-
more again, 
that’s going 
to be a pretty 
big deal for 
you, because 
you did a lot 
of work there.

Cd: I am 
so excited, 
I can’t even 
put it into 
words! I lived 
in Baltimore 
for about 16 
years or so. I 
sang with their 
famous Bal-

timore Opera, the Annapolis Opera and 
another, smaller company in the Baltimore 
area called Opera Vivente, so I did a lot of 
concerts in that area. To be able to come 
back in a different incarnation… I still have 
a lot of friends there, so for them to see me 
doing something way, way different; I’m so 
happy that we get to stop there.

dd: sure, because they’re used to see-
ing you do La Boheme, so this is going to 
be a trip for them. i know that you’re now 
husband, Paul, got you involved in this 
just because of a karaoke performance, 
but do you ever miss opera?

Cd: I do, oh yeah, definitely. That’s what 
I got my graduate’s degree in and I always 
knew it was what I wanted to do. Yeah, I do 
miss it. I’m really happy about the work that 
I was able to do during the years that I was 
concentrating on that. Every now and then, 
I get a little pang, wishing that I could do 
that again, but you know, I’m not 20 years-
old anymore. It’s competitive; every now 
and then I get the urge to see if I still have 
the chops for it.

dd: i think you have the chops, Carla.
Cd: (laughing) The college where I 

teach lets me have a shot at it every now 
and then.

dd: i know that you’re much more 
adept at singing than the average per-
son is, but I find it mind-blowing that you 
just right out of the gate picked a Bar-
bra song to sing karaoke to. Most people 
go for something a little bit easier – you 
went right for the hardest possible thing, 
and you nailed it!

Cd: You know I had never done karaoke 
in my life! It was actually intimidating to me. 
The only thing I could think of to sing was a 
Streisand song, because I’ve always loved 
her. I certainly never had the idea of trying 
to emulate her. t

For full interview, visit Baltimoreoutloud.
com.

liVely arts // OUT ON STAGE

I really hope the Baltimore audience 
enjoys the show I am bringing to them.  
The music, especially with an 8-piece 
band, is spectacular and I think it will be 
a great time!  My intention is always to 
show Miss Streisand in the most posi-
tive light possible. My tribute is always 
respectful and loving, and I take it very 
seriously.  Often there are those who 
look negatively upon tribute artists, but 
I believe it’s simply because they don’t 
really understand what we do.  Those of 
us who are serious about our work are 
merely actors portraying a character, 
just like any other actor.  

If you think about it, many famous 
actors have also been impersonators.  
Meryl Streep was both Julia Childs and 
Margaret Thatcher, Denzel Washington 
was Malcolm X, Anthony Hopkins was 

Richard Nixon, Ben Kingsley was Gan-
dhi, and lest we forget the great Hal 
Holbrook, who made his career on his 
amazing portrayal of Mark Twain.  So 
we are doing nothing more or less than 
what they do, the main difference is in 
the paychecks!  If more people thought 
of us in this way, I don’t think there would 
be the negative connotation that is often 
connected with Impersonators.  

It’s really an honor to be able to bring 
the essence of Barbra Streisand to my 
many audiences around the country.  I’ve 
had some amazing moments with people 
who have told me that they saw Streisand 
in Funny Girl and that I have brought back 
many fond memories for them, or that a 
certain song reminded them of someone 
they had lost, etc.  I’ve met some incred-
ible people along the way.  Last summer 

I actually met one of Barbra’s cous-
ins who happened to be at one of my 
shows in New Jersey.  She was very 
lovely and quite generous in her praise 
of my work, which meant so much to 
me.  

I’m always asked if I’ve ever met 
Barbra Streisand.  I haven’t, (though 
I’ve seen her in concert twice and will 
see her again in October in Brooklyn) 
but I hope to one day.  From what I’m 
told, she knows about me and my work, 
so that’s really wonderful.  I don’t know 
what I would say to her, though I would 
love to be able to say something mean-
ingful and important.  I can’t wait for the 
show at the Gordon Center!  With any 
kind of luck, it’ll be like Buttah! 

Many thanks, 
Carla

A Message to Baltimore from Carla

Carla delVillaggio:
siMPly stUnning

– continued from front page  

Carla delvillaggio



26 t  BaltiMore oUtloUd  JUNE 15, 2012  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

liVely arts // OUT ON SCREEN

is helming at the Spotlighters for the 
first time, makes this visit to The Hot l 
Baltimore worthwhile. Turiano, in her 

Spotlighters debut, had more lines than a New York subway 
map and executed them perfectly. Wearing ultra-tight fitting red 
shorts most of the time, Turiano’s high-tempo dialogue worked 
well with her bouncy movements that allowed her to meander 

around the compact stage with vigor.
Another standout was April Rejman 

as the butch, bullying, boisterous sister 
Jackie. Brian M. Kehoe as Jamie, her 
brother, had few lines but his facial ex-
pressions and body language displayed 
the horrors he must have been internal-
izing. Both characters thought they were 
investing in Utah farmland but found out 
it was all desert. Hillary Mazer as the 
Southern Millie also excelled.

The remainder of the cast was ex-
ceptional and portrayed their roles ear-
nestly, passionately with sass and humor. 

Director Eric C. Stein was quite 
busy as he also designed the set and 
costumes. Stein captured the grit of a 
decaying hotel lobby with an old rocking 
chair, an ancient-looking switchboard and 
phone on a dingy front desk as well as 
other assorted period chairs and tables. 

The eclectic costumes were tacky 
70s variety, very realistic. Platform shoes 
with crazy cheetah-patterns (worn by a 
hooker, of course), ripped jeans, Army 

fatigues, loud colors, polyester – they all reflected the era. 
Even if not demolished, this hotel is one you may never want 

to live in, but the talented cast and direction makes you at least 
want to visit. t

the hot l Baltimore runs through June 24 at the audrey Her-
man Spotlighters Theatre, 817 Saint Paul Street, in Baltimore. 
For tickets, call the box office at 410-752-1225, or buy them at 
Spotlighters.org.

liVely arts // OUT ON STAGE

By steVe CHaring
The grit, decay and lost souls that are featured in Audrey Her-
man’s Spotlighters Theatre production of The Hot l Baltimore 
may have been more relevant in 1973 when award-winning 
playwright Lanford Wilson wrote the script. There may have 
even been some shock value back then – a play that offers, 
for example, three hookers among the characters – but it can 
be seen as somewhat jaded today. 

The script includes over 12 characters, and few are likable 
enough to merit the sympathy one would expect given the 
fact that their home – a run-down, once majestic Baltimore 
Hotel – is scheduled for demolition, forcing the residents to 
find another place to live.

The Hot l Baltimore is more about emotion than plot. Yet 
the symbolism of the impending doom of the once elegant ho-
tel matches up well with the residents’ meager lives. Charac-
ters from young to old descend upon the lobby of this decay-
ing structure (the “e” in “Hotel” on the outside neon marquee 
is burned out giving the play its title,) and engage with each 
other on Memorial Day in 1971. The frequent, almost constant 
level of anger exhibited by most of these folks was palpable 
and that was even before they received their one-month evic-
tion notices.

Among them were three hookers with varying degree of ex-
periences, a curmudgeon bordering on senility, a butch woman 
(Jackie) who emotionally dominates her timid bother (Jamie), a 
middle-aged Southern belle (Millie) who adds calmness to the 

Checking In and Out of The Hot L Baltimore
chaos with her slowly delivered sentimental memories, and a 
young man (Paul) in search of his grandfather he never met.

Conflicts abound. Instead of a hotel lobby it appeared more 
like a hornet’s nest. The manager, Mr. Katz (nicely performed by 
Andrew J. Porter) didn’t help matters; he 
couldn’t be more obnoxious and insensi-
tive towards the plight of the residents. 

These clashes were an integral part 
of the play. For instance, the elderly, 
grumpy Mr. Morse (played adroitly by De-
nis L. Latkowski) fought with Jamie over 
a game of checkers. And things got quite 
rough when one of the hookers confront-
ed Jackie about stealing from Mr. Morse. 
At the end of the first act the deafening al-
tercation among the residents was noth-
ing short of a small riot.

Yet, one character, “Girl,” played spec-
tacularly by Ann Turiano, was by some 
measure the central figure. She was in-
volved with everyone. While others ex-
hibited despair, Girl (the youngest of the 
hookers) was a dreamer and loved rail-
roads. She added balance to a play that 
was always tilting downward. 

Despite the tensions and the immi-
nent loss of the folks’ residence, the play 

failed to 
connect 
in an emotional way. There 
were hardly any characters 
to which I can feel attached 
and no overriding plot to get 
immersed. 

Nonetheless, the superb 
cast and staging under the 
direction of Eric C. Stein who 

facing the wrecking ball
credit: Ken Stanek – Ken Stanek Photography

“The script includes 
over 12 characters, 
and few are likable 
enough to merit the 
sympathy one would 

expect given the 
fact that their home 
– a run-down, once 
majestic Baltimore 

Hotel – is scheduled 
for demolition, 

forcing the residents 
to find another place 

to live.”
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Jet-Lagged Artists at Area 405
liVely arts // ART

By MiCHael farley
Area 405’s current exhibition Go West (expeditionists) 
brings European artists to Baltimore and invites them to 
reflect on site-specificity, travel, and transatlantic displace-
ment. The diverse body of work includes everything from 
painting to video, and much of it was produced in situ or 
while travelling. The show opened June 1 with a musical 
performance by Bremen-based Silke Thoss and hosted a 
“BBQ&A” cookout/panel discussion on the third. 

Thoss’s paintings borrow extensively from vintage 
Americana; circus posters, prewar graphic design, and 
snake-oil-salesman-style advertising appropriately inform 
her tongue-in-cheek work. Thoss’s work celebrates popu-
lar culture’s belief in the artist-as-charlatan. Artist and gal-
lerist become ringmasters of a circus, the artworks are all 
sideshow freaks, and the viewer is somehow about to have 
the wool pulled over his or her eyes. The series features 
Jesus emerging from a cuckoo clock that reads “Art Jesus 
Is Coming; Are You Ready” (my personal favorite) and con-

cludes with a small and relatively minimal text piece that 
seems to sum up Thoss’s feelings about the art world “I 
Dont Want To Be A Dot Of Demian Hirst’s Paintings.” 

On the opposite end of the aesthetic spectrum, Joel Ka-
plan’s understated prints speak to balance in muted colors 
and quiet beauty. On his flight here, Kaplan photographed 
the coast of his native Scotland from the plane window. 
While crossing the Atlantic, he photographed the coast of 
Nova Scotia (usually the first piece of North America a plane 

passes over). Once he landed in New York, Kaplan created 
nearly symmetrical prints of the two coastlines before ar-
riving in Baltimore. A superimposed equilateral triangle fur-
ther balances the 
compositions and 
unites the ragged 
fringes of the con-
tinents. The work 
is incredibly suc-
cessful for both its 
design sensibility 
and its ability to 
speak to the hum-
bling awe that one 
feels while looking 
down at Earth. 

German paint-
er Marina Shulze 
also created in-situ work. Arriving a few days before the ex-
hibition, she chose a particularly patinaed corner of the gal-
lery and created small paintings of the flaking paint, rusty 
pipes, and ancient wood paneling. These are suspended in 
front of the area they depict; spinning slowly so as to oc-
casionally align and reward the patient viewer with a com-
pleted puzzle. Shulze is also showing a series of flawlessly 
rendered clouds from above. Detached from a landscape, 
the clouds float in the middle of the page, suggesting the 
placelessness and disorien-
tation of flight. 

Go West is a big show. 
There are 11 artists from five 
countries spread over Area 
405’s cavernous two galler-
ies. I am sure that even af-
ter two visits I missed some 
pieces. I also appreciated 
that the majority of artists fo-
cused on the phenomenolo-
gy of place and personal ex-
perience of travel rather than 
resorting to a cliché critique 
of globalization. Breon Gille-
ran of Baltimore and Sarah 
Laing of Scotland, who met 
in graduate school at the 
University of Maryland, cu-
rated the show. Participating 
artists include Marion Bösen, 
Marina Schulze, Sabine 
Wever, Silke Thoss, Heidi 
Wood, Ari Bjorn, Stephanie 
Dinkins, Kim Walker, Gayle 
Meikle, Stuart McAdam, Joel 
Kaplan. 

Go West (expeditionists) 
will be on display at Area 405 
(405 E. Oliver Street) until 
July 30. Check Area405.com 
for additional programming 
including events coinciding 
with Artscape. t

silke thoss

Marina shulze

“Thoss’s work 
celebrates popular 

culture’s belief 
in the artist-as-

charlatan. Artist 
and gallerist 

become ringmasters 
of a circus.”
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Starring 

Carla DelVillaggio
Sunday, June 24  • 3pm

Gordon Center For Performing Arts
3506 Gwynnbrook Ave., Owings Mills, MD

For InFormatIon on tIckets call: 

410 -356-7469
For tIckets www.tiCketMASter.COM

type In sImply streIsanD

www.carlaissimplystreisand.net

 FACeBOOk “fan page” - 
www.facebook.com/#!/funnygirltoo

A tribute to Barbra Streisand

Fill this out and drop it in 
the bin on stage at pride!  

Sunday, June 17th to Win 2 Free TickeTs  
to the concert on Saturday, June 24th!

(drawing will be held sunday, June 17th at pride)

Name ___________________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________

you don’t have to be there to win!

Liberty Showcase Theatre Proudly Presents

GODSPELL
 By Stephen Schwartz & John-Michael Tebelak

Friday, July 20 – Sunday, July 29
Fridays & saturdays 7 pm • sundays 2 pm

All Performances Held at Owings Mills High School
124 Tollgate Road Owings Mills, MD 21117

For tickets or information call (410) 340-0821  
or e-mail libertyshowcasetheatre@hotmail.com 

or visit our website at 

www.libertyshowcasetheatre.org
General Admission - $16 • Seniors, Children under 12 & Students with ID - $13

(Group discounts & handicapped accommodations are available.)

Liberty Showcase Theatre is a fully sponsored program of Owings Mills Recreation & Parks.

Call the Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787)  
or e-mail cockpitincourt@ccbcmd.edu.  

Box office Hours: Tue-fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre

Directed by Todd Pearthree
opening on THe 

mainsTage June 15TH 
and running weekends 

THrougH July 1sT

Directed by Joey Hellman
opening in THe  

caBareT THeaTre
June 22nd and running 

weekends THrougH July 1sT

Advertise in Lively Arts…

and Help Keep the Arts Alive!
410.802.1310
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By gregg sHaPiro
On Supernova (Girlyman.com), their first album since 
co-founding member Doris Muramatsu overcame can-
cer, Girlyman, now a queer quartet including drummer JJ 
Jones (ex-Po’ Girl), sounds healthy and ready to take on 
the world. Alternately burning brightly and flickering, the 
13 songs on Supernova reflect the personal trauma and 
how they were able to transform the experience into art 
of a universal nature. Opener “Nothing Left,” written and 
sung by Nate, sets the tone for the record. Other emotion-
ally powerful and revelatory moments occur on “Break Me 
Slow,” “Soul of You,” “Michelangelo,” “St. Augustine,” “No 
Matter What I Do,” “Long Time Gone,” the twangy “Best 
I Could,” and the title cut, on which Doris takes the lead. 

The prolific trio Girl in a Coma, who have released 
three full-length discs in three years, return with exits & 
all the rest (Blackheart). Sticking with and refining their 
trademark blistering blues/garage- punk sound on exits & 
all the rest, Girl in a Coma rocks it out on tracks including 
“One Eyed Fool,” “Cemetery Baby,” “Hope” and “Control.” 
GIAC also flirts with a commercial sound on the aptly titled 
“Smart” and soothes listeners in their distinctive fashion 
on “Mother’s Lullaby.”

love at the Bottom of the Sea (Merge) marks The 
Magnetic Fields’ return to the label for which they made 
their celebrated and groundbreaking 1999 three-disc set 
69 love Songs. Stephin Merritt, the Tom Lehrer / Stephen 
Sondheim of his gener-
ation, continues to thrill 
us with his unique turn 
of phrase, humorous 
and serious, on songs 
such as “God Wants 
Us to Wait,” “Andrew In 
Drag,” “Your Girlfriend’s 
Face,” “I’d Go Anywhere 
With Hugh,” “Goin’ Back 
to the Country” (con-
taining the stunning 
example of wordplay: 
“I’m gonna fly/back to 
Laramie/Let Laramie 
take care of me till they 
bury me”), “The Horrible 
Party,” “My Husband’s 
Pied-aTerre” and “All 
She Cares About is Ma-
riachi.” 

It’s no 69 love 
Songs, but love at the 
Bottom of the Sea isn’t 
all wet either. Brit-folk 
band The Unthanks 
may be straight, but 
they have excellent 
taste when it comes to 
queer music. On diver-
sions Vol. 1: The Songs 
of robert Wyatt and 
antony & The Johnsons 
(Rough Trade), six of the 
15 tracks are their inter-

liVely arts // IMUSIC

Playing Well with Others
pretations of songs 
by Antony Hegarty. 
In The Unthanks’ 
capable hands, 
with lead vocals by 
sisters Rachel Un-
thank and Becky 
Unthank, songs 
such as “You Are 
My Sister,” “Today 
I Am a Boy,” “Pad-
dy’s Gone” and 
“Spiralling” make 
the smooth transi-
tion to cover tunes. 
The Unthanks’ “go 
out and buy the 
originals” message 
also earns them a 
sizable dose of respect. In April 2012, queer Brooklyn quar-
tet The Shondes got an unexpected boost when their song 
“Are You Ready,” from their disc Searchlights (Exotic Fever) 
earned a plug from Entertainment Weekly in the mag’s Sin-
gles Swap column. 

It would be a shonde (a sin in Yiddish) if The Shondes 
didn’t become better known. They have a knack for writing 
songs as catchy as the ones that put The Gossip on the 

map, including the title cut 
and the aforementioned 
“Are You Ready,” as well as 
“Give Me What You’ve Got,” 
“Ocean to Ocean” (which 
sounds like Sleater-Kinney 
with strings) and “Coney 
Island Tonight.”Dragapella 
foursome The Kinsey Sicks 
is to smart and sassy par-
ody lyrics what The Mag-
netic Fields and Stephin 
Merritt are to originals. The 
election-themed electile 
dysfunction (Kinseysicks.
com) couldn’t have come at 
a better time, what with ev-
eryone’s minds on the ap-
proaching November 2012 
presidential race. 

“Peoria” (to the tune of 
“Gloria”), “T’aint It Love?” (to 
the tune of “Tainted Love”), 
“Yahweh” (to the tune of 
“My Way”), “Toucha Touch 
Me (TSA Security)” (to the 
tune of “Touch-A, Touch-A, 
Touch Me”), “Love Child: 
Politician Edition” (to the 
tune of “Love Child”), “I 
Will Watch YouTube” (to 
the tune of “Every Breath 
You Take”) and “Bed-
room Ants” (to the tune of 

“Bad Romance”) rank 
among the Kinseys’ 
finest and funniest 
work. Brava divas! 

Brazilian dance act 
CSS provides one of 
the best soundtracks 
for your 2012 Pride 
party with la liber-
acíon (V2/Downtown). 
You and your guests 
will have no trouble 
shaking your LGBT 
booties to cuts such 
as “I Love You,” “City 
Grrrl,” “Echo of Love,” 
“Rhythm to the Reb-
els,” the funky “Red 
Alert” and “You Could 
Have It All” (the disc’s 
best track), all the 
while nodding your 

heads to the songs’ queer and feminist empowerment 
messages.

Landing somewhere between lesbian duos The Ditty 
Bops and the Indigo Girls, San Diego-based band mates 
and soul mates The Lovebirds (Lindsay White and Veron-
ica May) are as comfortable covering Snoop Dogg’s hip-
hop (“Beautiful”) as they are Jimmie Davis’ old time gospel 
(“This is Just What Heaven Means to Me”). In between, 
on their debut disc Nutsy Pants (Thelovebirdsmusic.com) 
they effortlessly demonstrate that they are equally adept at 
creating memorable original tunes, including “Love is All it 
Takes,” “Victim and the Villain,” “Oh My,” “Forever For Now” 
and “Love Letters.”The Bay Area’s folk-pop foursome Blame 
Sally continues to impress with Speeding Ticket and a Val-
entine (Ninth Street/Opus). The combination of exceptional 
musicianship, revolving lead vocalists and appealing song-
writing makes this 10-track disc a standout. “Living Without 
You,” from which the disc’s title is taken, exemplifies the 
aforementioned qualities. Other highlights include “Big Big 
Bed,” “Take Me There,” “Countdown,” “Back In The Saddle” 
and “Wide Open Spaces.”

Queer punk trio G.U.T.S. will knock the wind out of you 
(in a good way!) on their seven-song EP it Takes Guts! 
(Tiik.com). An undeniable Patti Smith influence can be felt 
throughout the disc, most notably in lead singer Tiik Pollet’s 
amazing vocal performance style. “SuperSHE,” the bluesy 
“If U Don’t Like Livin’,” and the brilliant “Kissed a Girl,” are 
among the standouts.

Be sure to say hello to Hi Tiger and their indescribable 
debut album i love music (Hitigermusic.com). More theatri-
cal than any of the other bands mentioned here, Hi Tiger 
occupies a space where spoken word (“Nukes”), hard-hit-
ting punk (“Hey Dan”), dance-floor acrobatics (“20 Minutes” 
and “True Love”), experimentation (“The Feed”) and drama 
queen techniques co-exist on the prowl for an open-minded 
audience. Queer duo Hi-Fashion lives up to the claim of their 
song “Amazing!” on their six-track EP Sprechen Sie Hi-Fash-
ion? (Theworldofhifashion.com). In addition to addressing 
the subject of sexuality on the previously mentioned “Amaz-
ing!”, Hi-Fashion raps about style and glamour on “You Tuk 
My Luk,” being mistaken for someone else on “I’m Not Ma-
donna” and fights for the right to dance it out on “Rumble.” t
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By steVe CHaring
Thursday’s child: a Gay 

man’s memoir Told in Sessions of his Psy-
chotherapy by Phil Cooper is a poignant, 
personal account of what it was like grow-
ing up gay in a small town on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore and in Baltimore from 1935, 
the year of his birth, to 1980. Gay men who 
recall that era and their own experiences 
would certainly appreciate this memoir, and 
younger LGBT people would get a sense of 
gay life prior to Stonewall.

Cooper decides to em-
ploy the services of a psy-
chiatrist because of a funda-
mental question in his mind 
about his capacity to love 
and to achieve intimacy with 
another person. The psy-
chiatrist is a patient, calm 
and engaging professional 
who rather adroitly grasped 
the complexities contained in 
Cooper’s life and was eventu-
ally able to become Cooper’s 
beacon in unraveling the tor-
ments that have plagued him.

The unique structure of the book al-
lows Cooper to discuss with the psychiatrist 
in vivid detail his relationships with family 
members, fellow students, business associ-
ates and love interests – anyone who has 
been part of his life – and how the burden of 
growing up gay during that particular place 
and time had taken a toll on his ability to 
forge genuine and intimate connections and 
to understand the nature of love. 

Cooper candidly brings to the surface his 
feelings to the therapist as they pertain to 
various people and events in his life. These 
one-hour, weekly sessions began March 
1979 when Cooper was 44 and concluded 
in August 1980. During that timeframe there 
were 72 such sessions but only 24 – one-
third of them – were depicted in the memoir. 
The question begs, what transpired during 
the other sessions?

How these incidents and events in his 
life are presented form the foundation of the 
book. Cooper recounts a specific memory 
each session, which effectively is the equiva-
lent of a chapter in a novel. After Cooper pro-
vides a re-cap of each that includes dialogue 
among the principles, the psychiatrist weighs 
in and engages the patient. Then the two ana-
lyze what was said, and with the skilled hand 
of the psychiatrist guiding him, Cooper gradu-
ally achieves greater self-understanding.

Giving a nod to literary license, the 
reader must overlook the reality that Coo-
per could not have possibly recalled specific 

liVely arts // BETWEEN THE COVERS

Thursday’s Child is Good & 
conversations, meals, drinks, or even bridge 
hands from years, even decades in the past. 
Cooper’s recounting of a day he was potty-
trained by his mother and the instructions 
he received from her strained credulity, but 
these events did occur as the author remem-
bers them, and such minutiae were likely re-
created for the benefit of the readers.

Most of the episodes conveyed during 
therapy were beautifully written and poetic in 
some instances. Superbly presented detailed 

descriptions and good pacing 
helped to portray the angst that 
Cooper had to confront. 

Those that were especially 
riveting include descriptions of 
Cooper’s sexual encounters 
with an early lover, his experi-
ences in Europe, the investiga-
tion of his homosexuality by 
Army officers, his drug-induced 
running through Bolton Hill in 
the nude after he jettisoned the 
Barracks Baths, a moving and 
dramatic conversation with his 
father, and a confrontation with 
his company’s co-manager. 

A flaw in this work, however, is the scatter-
shot sequence of the episodes. While the ther-
apy sessions were chronological, the incidents 
were not – one when he was older, another 
when he was younger, no timeline, bounc-
ing around. It was difficult to assess the cu-
mulative effect these events had on Cooper’s 
psyche when presented in this manner as it 
lacked context. It is tantamount to randomly 
placing photographs of a person at various 
points in his life on a table but not in any order; 
discerning the person’s physical progression 
would be a challenge.

Nonetheless, I recommend this book to 
observe how a gay man in that era faced 
the trauma of coming out to family, friends 
and business associates; the disgrace of 
being discharged from the military because 
of being gay; the feeling of isolation, and 
the fear of being intimate with a person 
and how therapy enabled him to overcome 
those hurdles. Many of us could easily re-
late to Cooper’s experiences and his anger 
at being unconnected, being left out. 

In addition, a number of familiar places 
in Baltimore were identified, which should 
appeal to Charm City locals. Phil Cooper, 
who still resides in Baltimore, overcame the 
struggles and torments of his past, and with 
the help of this psychotherapy, he has lived a 
successful life. t

thUrsday’s Child: a gay man’s memoir 
told in sessions of his psyChotherapy, by Phil 
cooper (authorhouse, 244 pages, 2012).

By CHUCk dUnCan
Charlize Theron is com-

peting with herself this summer in two ma-
jor blockbusters, Prometheus and Snow 
White and the Huntsman. Unfortunately, 
the studio decided not to screen one of the 
most anxiously awaited movies of the year 
for the local press, and the one we did get 
to see was … a missed opportunity.

Snow White and the Huntsman re-tells 
the story of Snow White (and yes, this is 
the second Snow White movie this year, 
coming on the failed heels of the more 
light-hearted mirror, mirror), but sticking 
closer to the original fairy tale than Walt 
Disney ever did. This version is dark and 
action-packed as a grown up Snow White 
(Kristin Stewart) escapes from her evil 
stepmother’s clutches and has to defend 
herself against a hired hitman (Chris Hem-
sworth), a haunted forest, a bridge troll, 
and the Queen’s army. Those seven little 
fellows (spoiler – there are eight when 
she first meets them), show up late in the 
game to help her regain her kingdom and 
destroy the evil brought upon the subjects 
by Queen Ravenna (Theron).

The film’s production design is spec-
tacular and the special effects are top 
notch, the story is solid, and the director 
keeps things moving along. The biggest 
problem with the film is the star. I am not 
a fan of Kristin Stewart, I’ve never seen 
a Twilight movie, but what I have seen 
of her in clips and TV appearances and 
in the one movie I did see in which she 
co-starred (adventureland), she just looks 

// OUT ON SCREEN

A Pair of So-So Summer 
terribly bored in everything she does, and 
she’s no better as Snow White. She’s so 
dreary, not even attempting an accent, that 
poor Theron and Hemsworth have to work 
overtime whenever they’re in a scene with 
her, chewing on every piece of scenery in 
sight and laying on even thicker accents 
just to bring some life to the movie. By 
the time Snow goes all Joan of Arc on us, 
you’re actually rooting for Queen Ravenna 
to triumph. It’s not a total misfire (and for 
the Hemsworth fans out there, you will be 
disappointed that she shows no skin in this 
one), but it certainly shows how bad cast-
ing choices can affect the outcome of what 
could have been an amazing movie.

If you’re all Snow White-ed out, you 
could treat yourself to a bit of a flashback 
with men in Black 3. It’s been ten years 
since we last saw Agents K (Tommy Lee 
Jones) and J (Will Smith), but they pick 
up pretty much where they left off, fight-
ing aliens and trying to work together as 
a team. This time out, J starts to question 
why K is so closed off to him, and when 
K vanishes (courtesy of an alien named 
Boris “Don’t call me Animal” the Animal 
who uses a device to go back in time to 
kill K before he can arrest him and send 
him to the penal colony on the moon), J is 
the only one who has any memory of his 
existence. To everyone else, K died in the 
line of duty back in 1969, but J won’t have 
any of that, so he also finds the device that 
allows time travel and meets the younger K 
(Josh Brolin). The question is, can J con-

Gay Films 

—continued on page 32

Picking up pretty much 
where they left off
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Photo File: getting_unstuck.jpg
Work Smarter, not harder
Gerry Fisher, Life & Career Coach 
http://www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com
There once was a fly trapped in a house. 
Seeing the outdoors through a closed 
window, it tried to fly to freedom, only to 
bounce off the windowpane again and 
again and again. Thwick, thwick, thwick. 

If you think about it, this fly has bet its 
entire life on one strategy: try harder! We 
all know what’s going to happen. We’ll find 
the fly dead on the windowsill tomorrow 
morning.

If only the fly could stop what it’s do-
ing and get a better perspective on the 
problem. There could be an open door or 
window ten feet away, but you can’t find 
something that you can’t even see.

The moral of the story is that some-
times trying harder is a huge part of the 
problem. Sometimes, you have to try 
something different.

Which brings me to Maryland’s mar-
riage-equality referendum this fall. As you 
may have heard already, our civil rights are 
being put up for a statewide vote. On the 
one hand, it would be nice if we lived in a 
world in which we didn’t vote on civil rights. 
On the other hand, it is what it is. So, how 
are we going to be about it?

As we gear up our effort this summer, 
let’s remember the story of the fly and 
the window. Marriage referendums have 
failed in approximately 28 states, includ-
ing a painful loss in North Carolina just last 
month. Some of those states had top-notch 
political teams, some had great funding, 
some had huge liberal enclaves and re-
sources, and some had very slick, decent 
TV ad campaigns. They all failed. Thwick, 
thwick, thwick.

So, if we’re going to succeed here in 
Maryland, we’re going to have to do some-
thing different. We’re going to have to find 
a way to get outside of “the box” a bit, get 
out of our comfort zone. Making a change 
like that is not instant or easy. It involves 
imagination, trial-and-error, and a willing-
ness to adjust to feedback as we go.

First, our political campaign is going to 
have to be different from the ones that ran 
in those other 28 states, and it’s going to 

have to be tailored to Maryland’s unique 
groups of people, customs, likes, and dis-
likes. We’re already seen some promising 
videos on YouTube, especially the father-
and-son video (“The Masons – this is about 
family”).

In Steve Charing’s excellent Baltimore 
OUTloud analysis of the Proposition 8 sta-
tistics, it appears as if we lost the support 
of “parents of young children” as soon as 
our opponents start running those “Mom-
my, guess what we learned in school to-
day? I learned that a princess can marry 
a princess” ads. At that time, I remember 
Joe Solmonese of the Human Rights Cam-
paign responding to these accusations by 
looking like a deer in the headlights and 
repeating lamely, “It’s not true!” Thwick, th-
wick, thwick. Our political people here in 
Maryland are going to have to do better.

As another example, how do we solve 
the youth-vote problem? They poll strongly 
in favor of our rights, but they traditionally 
don’t vote in large numbers. What will our 
strategy be for getting this voting block to 
the polls on Election Day?

Remember, now, it’s not just about the 
political pros; it’s about every one of us in 
the LGBT community. We regular people 
will need to do things differently, too. We’re 
going to have to go beyond attending cock-
tail parties, writing checks, attending ral-
lies in front of the state house, and waiting 
to see if The campaign pulls it off.

Meredith Moise tweeted recently: “Are 
you having the conversations? The key to 
moving forward on marriage is one-on-one 
conversations.” She’s right! 

For the next five months, what if all of 
us move one baby step beyond our com-
fort zone – safely and reasonably? Let’s 
start gentle, focused conversations with 
our straight family, friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers. Tell them why marriage is im-
portant to us – trust me that this may feel 
obvious to you, but it isn’t  obvious to many 
straight people. We need to encourage our 
straight allies to continue these conversa-
tions with their family, friends, neighbors, 
and coworkers. 

Sit back and wait for The Campaign to 
get it done? Thwick, thwick, thwick. Con-
versations, conversations, and more con-
versations? The sweet rush of freedom. I 
hope so, anyway.

Well, I know this topic has been a bit 
heavy for a pride weekend issue, but I 
knew y’all could handle it. Happy Pride, 
everyone! Carry that pride spirit over dur-
ing the next five months of the referendum 
campaign. If you do, I like our chances in 
November. t

 For grassroots support, encourage-
ment, brainstorming, conversation, events, 
and more, check out The marriage equality 
information exchange – maryland page on 
Facebook: Tinyurl.com/buepbzy

. 

Work Smarter 
Not Harder

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Everyone  
from

Marylanders  
for  

Marriage  
Equality

Wishes You  
a Happy Pride 2012

Join Us!

Marylanders for Marriage Equality
2400 Boston St Suite 101D, Baltimore, MD

(443) 759-9601 - facebook.com/MD4Equality
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VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Leon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

happy Pride Baltimore!

 Pride Weekend …

haPPy hour Prices aLL day saTurday & sunday!

a Big Thank you to Bob rose for a Job Well done!

Congratulations to the New Mr. Triple L 
shane BroWn

a Big Thank you to Bob rose for a Job Well done!

Congratulations to the New Mr. Triple L 
shane BroWn

to leave the Roman Catholic Church. What 
does it matter that I am gay? “So is the 
pastor!” some would joke. Contraception, 
premarital sex, abortion, etc., are practiced 
by a vast majority of the parishioners who 
don’t believe themselves to be sinful and/
or damned for such behavior. Why would 
I leave? Because the Vatican made same 
sex marriage their hill to die on? So what? 
My answer is simple. It’s about living out-
side of the closet. The courage it takes to 
live in one’s truth is something that many 
non-LGBT people don’t get the benefit 
of feeling. The euphoric relief of the light 
outside of the closet makes it impossible 
to sit in silence and receive Holy Commu-
nion from a man who stands in front of his 
congregation and defies Christ in his ab-
horrent rhetoric. There is nothing holy in 
the communion from his hands. There is 
nothing sacred in that service. It’s nothing 
more than a pack of hypocrites, condemn-
ing the Pharisees for executing the Sav-
ior who kicked money changers out of the 
temple, calling it a “den of thieves,” while 
their pastor condemns their brothers and 
sisters. Who are the thieves now who pec-
ulate rights and everlasting salvation from 
the hands of the LGBT community based 

on a Bible that they, at no time, have ever 
chosen to follow as it was written? No one 
can whore the Word, feasting upon it and 
basking in the satiation of it when they 
would starve a portion of God’s children, 
and then expect me to have my children 
receive the sacraments from them. What 
does that teach my children? It teaches 
them that Christianity is confusing, a half-
truth, a lie. Is it not understandable that 
when people leave the church, it is not for 
another church, but for no church, at all?

The more we have voices speak out 
against this second class citizenship of-
fered to the LGBT community (Obama 
2012, yes!), the louder the opposition will 
become. They will scream to exhaustion 
and they will eat their own if they are not 
beside them losing their voice (like sweet 
old nuns). When this happens, we must 
cry out in decibels that reach the angels 
Get from behind me. We must take them 
to task on selective biblical preaching and 
we must not fear them picking up the Bible. 
Gay Christians must stand united, shout-
ing with the exact same fervor: “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you shut off the kingdom of 
heaven from people; for you do not enter 
in yourselves, nor do you allow those who 
are entering to go in.” (Matthew 23:13) t

Praying Mantis
– continued from page 21  

vince K that he knows him in the future and 
can J correct history without screwing ev-
erything up?

men in Black 3 has been getting mixed 
reviews – it’s either love or hate with this 
one for some reason – but I enjoyed it for 
the most part. The first quarter of the film 
is a bit dodgy as it sets up the story, and 
the laughs are terribly forced, but once J 
goes back in time and meets the young K, 
things really pick up. That about-face is 
completely due to Brolin’s charming, spot-
on performance/impression as/of a young 
Tommy Lee Jones. He has the voice, the 
swagger, the mannerisms all down per-
fectly and if you didn’t know better, you’d 
almost think they had just made a CGI ver-
sion of the young Jones (you even won-
der at first if it isn’t Jones doing the voice, 
but it’s all Brolin). It’s just a terrific perfor-

mance and totally elevates the film from 
the stale rehash it could have been. An-
other charming character is introduced late 
in the story, Griffin (Michael Stuhlbarg), an 
alien who can see the future … or several 
different possibilities of the future. Stuhl-
barg’s performance is so sweet, and you 
really wish he had been in the movie a lot 
more. He really grounds the film and gives 
it a few quite emotional moments (unlike 
Jemaine Clements annoying Boris).

I don’t want to say much more about 
the film so as not to give away the a twist 
that could impact the way the previous 
films play now, but I have to say it was en-
joyable and I did like the payoff at the end. 
For those so inclined to take in the film for 
the 3D, I have to say as a fan of the pro-
cess that it’s fine, but unnecessary for the 
story. If you were a fan of the original mov-
ie (and hated the second) then this one is 
a pleasant, if not terribly terrific, addition to 
the series. t

a Pair of so-so 
sUMMer filMs

– continued from page 30  
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The  Baltimore 
OUTloud family 
wishes the LGBT 
Community a happy 
and safe Pride 2012
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Celebrate the Joy of Choosing
Choose The Sheraton Baltimore North Hotel  

For All Your Wedding Needs

903 Dulaney Valley Road · Baltimore, MD 21204 USA
Phone: (410) 321-7400 · Fax: (410) 296-9534
Special Offer Reservations: (866) 716-8115  

info@sheratonbaltimorenorth.com
www.sheratonbaltimorenorth.com

The 21st Annual Pride Festival of Central Pennsylvania  
The Journey Together Towards Equality • Saturday, July 28th • Riverfront Park, Front St., Harrisburg, PA

Unity Parade 11 a.m. • Festival Noon - 6 p.m.
PRidE FESTivAl ENTERTAiNmENT SCHEdUlE**

Main Stage Entertainment*
12:00 Pm Welcome & Star Spangled Banner

12:15 Pm m80’s Band
2:00 Pm drag Shows

3:00 Pm Three Twelve (Pride Festival Headliner)
*Jade Estrada will mC and perform at this stage between sets!

North Stage Entertainment
12:15 Pm That Band
1:30 Pm Take 147

2:00 Pm drag Shows
**This is a tentative entertainment schedule and may be altered as needed. Contact Us: 717-801-1830

www.centralpapridefestival.com
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The Journey Together Towards Equality • Saturday, July 28th • Riverfront Park, Front St., Harrisburg, PA

Unity Parade 11 a.m. • Festival Noon - 6 p.m.
PRidE FESTivAl ENTERTAiNmENT SCHEdUlE**

Main Stage Entertainment*
12:00 Pm Welcome & Star Spangled Banner

12:15 Pm m80’s Band
2:00 Pm drag Shows

3:00 Pm Three Twelve (Pride Festival Headliner)
*Jade Estrada will mC and perform at this stage between sets!

North Stage Entertainment
12:15 Pm That Band
1:30 Pm Take 147

2:00 Pm drag Shows
**This is a tentative entertainment schedule and may be altered as needed. Contact Us: 717-801-1830

www.centralpapridefestival.com

Club XS Wishes 
Baltimore a Happy Pride!

Club XS Wishes 
Baltimore a Happy Pride!

36 W 11th Ave, York PA 17404 • 717-846-6969  • www.clubxsyork.com
Club XS is open Wednesday from 8:30pm until 1am, Thursday and Friday from 10pm 

until 2am, Saturday 9:30pm until 2am. Closed Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.
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2nd AnnuAl ChesApeAke pride river Cruise 
Proceeds benefit Chesapeake Pride Festival 

Saturday, June 23, 6-8 p.m.
(Boarding @ 5:30 • Rain Date June 30) 

Scenic sunset cruise 
aboard the “Richard Lee” 

Departing from Discovery Village 
Marina, 4800 Atwell Road,  

Shady Side, MD 
Donation: $40/person.  

AdvAnce purchASe OnLY 
Purchase online at 

chesapeakepridefestival.org 
Heavy Hors D’oeuvres Served

Cash Bar Available. 

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.m. 
mayo Beach park, 4150 honeysuckle dr., edgewater, md 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events

SAturdAY, AuguSt 4, 2012, 12-6 p.m. 
Mayo Beach Park, 4150 Honeysuckle Dr., Edgewater, MD 21037 

visit chesapeakepridefestival.org for more info 
Find us on Facebook! facebook.com/chesapeakepride

call 410-599-0273 for more information on all 3 events

Chesapeake Pride Festival
stormy vain’s Fabulous drag show!
Our own Miss Chesapeake Pride Festival- 

Stormy Vain, can put on a show! She has 
lined up the entertainment this year!

don’t miss out on the 
BesT drAG shOW of the summer!

Gracie Freebush • Ada Buffet • Shawnna
Marketta Minett • Alexa Lesbiana

Chanel Van Cartier Coutour • Veronyka Wynters
dJ smOkey

PW’s sPorts Bar & Grill

Twice voTed 
Maryland’s 
BesT Gay Bar 
(Baltimore OutLoud News, 

Maryland R-Group)

9855 Washington Blvd. n • laurel, Md 20723
301-498-4840 • WWW.pWssportsBar.coM

Top Ten lisT 
area’s BesT 

BurGers 
(WTOP Listeners Poll) 

A Short Drive from DC, Baltimore & Annapolis. 
Come See What You’ve Been miSSing!

We OffeR
A fuLL MeNu

Mondays
Join us for Maryland Final Score Team 
Trivia - 7pm followed by Drag Trivia,  

1/2 off appetizers

Tuesdays
Movie Night in lounge,  

1/2 off quesadillas

Wednesdays
Free Pool, 1/2 off wings & tenders

Thursdays
Karaoke 9:30pm - 1:30am,  

1/2 off nachos
Fridays

Drag Show 10:30pm, 1/2 off cheeseburgers

saTurdays
Karaoke 9:30pm - 1:30am, 1/2 off steak & cheeses

sundays
HaPPy Hour all Day

20% discount for employees of the restaurant / bar industry
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37385 Rehoboth Ave., Rehoboth Beach, DE

Where All are Welcomed
to Rest Their Feet 
and Have a Seat!

Featuring … 
The Big not so Sissies  
Prime Rib Sandwich

MoST Menu iTeMS LeSS THAn $10!Lowest Drink Prices in Town!

302-226-7600 • Open 7 Days a Week from 3 p.m. to 1 a.m.

SATurdAy JuLy 7Th

Come AND 
Celebrate Our 

9th Anniversary 
of The Tree
Karaoke/Shawnna

Party Treats, drink Specials  
and More!

ALWAYS AT THE TREE
Free Pool 24/7!

Free Shuffle Bowl!
Mind Blowing drink Prices & 

daily Specials!
Guest Karaoke hosts  
Every Saturday Night!

Free Private hall!
Free door Prizes!
And Much More!

Free Off-Street Parking!

1633 South Charles St.
Federal hill

410.468.0550
www.therowantree.net

SAT JuNE 23rd

COUNTRY KARAOKE
Cd dOOr PrIZE!

SATurdAy JuNE 16Th

THE TREE’S AFTER 
THE BLOCK PARTY    

KArAOKE
2 Cd dOOr PrIZES!

A Happy & Safe Pride From ... 
The Bar That Is Here For All, 

For Pride Is For All!
 Checkout The Tree’s Web Site or Join Our Email List. 

Simply Email therowantree@mris.com and The Tree News Comes to you!
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By Jon fairBanks
GayTravel.com 
For the queer couple seeking a romantic ha-
ven, the island of Maui is waiting to welcome 
you with bright rainbow leis. From snorkel-
ing to whale watching and lounging on a 

remote gay beach, Maui is paradise found. 
With a population of less than 150,000 peo-
ple, the gay scene is much smaller on Maui 
than in Oahu but there’s a small, tight-knit 
LGBT community and a lot of great activities 
geared toward the gay tourist. 

Whether you want to surf, canoe or 

kayak, opportunities abound on gay Maui 
for the outdoor enthusiast. Several compa-
nies offer visitors equipment and training. If 
you’re looking for something lower impact, 
Maui is the leading whale-watching center 
in the Hawaiian Islands. Head to the beach 
and try to spy a Humpback, dolphin or sea 
turtle. Stick around and be sure to catch 
one of the most amazing sunsets you’ll 
ever experience. No Ka Oi Adventures of-
fers nature-based excursions organized 
for gay and lesbian travelers. The operator 

specializes in nature-
based excursions and 
offers the queer traveler 
small group tours fea-
turing off-the-beaten-
path destinations on the 
island.

The first step in 
planning your memo-
rable jaunt to the Valley 
Isle is finding the right 
accommodations. Luck-
ily, there are several 
gay and lesbian owned 
or friendly hotels and 
resorts on the island. 
Some of these proper-
ties, like the Maui Sun-

seeker, offer LGBT-specific packages and 
host commitment ceremonies. In 2010, 
Hawaii became the seventh U.S. state to 
legalize civil unions.

The amazing coastline is one of the 
main reasons to visit Maui, and Little 
Beach is the most popular gay beach on 

Maui
The Gay Side of the Valley Isle

TRAVEL

Present

DEAKSTOCK 2013 ON THE HIGH SEAS

Reservations: 866-977-9112 • Cruisingwiththerogues.com
Should you purchase a cabin through an outside source; your Travel Agent, Royal Caribbean, etc.  

You will be EXCLUDED from all related events, giveaways, prizes, private parties, welcome packet, etc.

Cruise Fare Includes:
• Your Cabin

• All Meals (except specialty restaurants)
• Gratuities

• Open Bar Cocktail Party (or parties)
• Private Performances by The Rogues

• Collectable Cruise T-shirt
• Access to All Ship Board Amenities

• All Group Activities and Events
$500.00 Deposit Per Cabin. Some of the proceeds from each cabin 
we book in our group will go to help support wounded warriors.

“For The Wounded, The Fight Never Ends”

9 Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise
Ship Name: Enchantment of the Seas
Destination: Caribbean
Departure Port: Baltimore, Maryland;
Ports of Call: Baltimore, Maryland; Cruising; 
Cruising; San Juan, Puerto Rico, Charlotte Amalie, 
St. Thomas, Samana, Dominican Republic, Labadee, 
Haiti; Cruising; Cruising; Baltimore, Maryland
2013 Sail Date(s): January 5th
Per PerSoN: Interior $1020.25; outside $1195.25; 
Balcony $1670.25; Deluxe/Suites: $2300.25

All itineraries are subject to change without notice.
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the island. You’ll find this nude beach in 
Makena State Park, South of Wailea at the 
end of Wailea Alanui Road. You’ll have to 
walk past the Big Beach and over the lava-
flow trail to get there. It’s a great place to 
meet and greet the local gay set and gay 
tourists from all points.

After a day of fun in the sun, you’ll want 
to experience the local gay nightlife. Don’t 
expect to a wide variety of dance clubs and 
other gay venues like you’d find in Hono-
lulu, but you’ll definitely have a great time. 
One of the most popular bars for gays and 
lesbians on the island is Ambrosia. Named 
by maui Time Weekly as best bar (two 
years in a row), Ambrosia offers daily en-
tertainment and eclectic 
décor. If you want to try 
some exotic local drinks, 
you’ll fall in love with Am-
brosia. Their wide variet-
ies of specialty martinis 
are extremely popular and 
are the perfect way to cap 
off an adventure-packed 
day. There are also great 
drink specials and a hap-
py hour every night from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Betty’s Beach Cafe 
is also a great place to 
eat, drink and be Mary! 
Their Sunday brunch is 
out of this world, featur-
ing amazing omelets, egg 
scrambles and signature 
cocktails. No trip to this 
tropical venue would be 
complete without trying 
one of their “Betty” drinks. 
From the Bettie Paige (red 
wine, peach schnapps 
and pineapple) to the 
Betty Rubble (a Blue-beri 
Hawaiian), there’s truly a 
vice for everyone. Happy 
hour is always a blast at 
Betty’s. Every afternoon 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
enjoy $3 Mai Tais and $4 
Longboard Kona beers. 
Stay or come back later in the evening for 
Betty’s evening happy hour, from 9 p.m. to 
11 p.m. every day.

October is a great time for gay travelers 
to experience Maui. Maui Pride is October 
5-7, 2012 and it’s always a celebration to 
remember. The festivities begin that Friday 
with an Aloha Reception at the Maui Sun-
seeker. This mixer is a great opportunity 
to get to know the local queer community 
and hobnob.

The main event will be held at the Maui 
Tropical Plantation on Saturday, Octo-

ber 6. Entrance is free and there will be a 
wide variety of vendors and activities. That 
morning the Pride committee will also be 
sponsoring drag races and other fabulous 
events. Saturday night, return to the venue 
to hula your ass off! DJs will be spinning, 
and live performances (including the local 
Deborah Vial Band) are scheduled to en-
tertain the masses. 

The final day of the Pride festivities 
kicks off at Stella Blues for breakfast (8 to 
10 a.m.). Cap off the final day with a snor-
kel tour or hidden waterfall hike. 

Before you leave Maui, during Pride or 
any other time of the year, you must take 
a helicopter ride overlooking the island. 

Air Maui and other operators offer flights 
for tourists and it’s only about a 45-minute 
flight. The sea cliffs are breathtaking! The 
waterfalls, awe-inspiring. 

When the luau is over and you’re de-
pressed that you have to leave the dream 
vacation of a lifetime, take solace, when you 
say “aloha” it means goodbye and hello. The 
friendly islanders will be there to welcome 
you back with sweet, sun-kissed smiles! t

For more information about maui or 
other lGBT destinations please visit Gay-
travel.com

Bewitched & BEDazzled Bed & Breakfasts
(both ARE Dog FRiEnDly b&b inns) 

All Rooms are heated, Fully Air Conditioned!
Free off street Parking!

Private lighted Fenced in Dog Run • Cable tV/Free WiFi in Every Room
Warm, Enchanting breakfast Every Morning from 8am-10am

lots oF gAMEs! • gooD tiMEs FoR All! • A yEAR RounD gEtAWAy!
67 & 65 Lake Ave. • Rehoboth Beach, DE • 302.226.9482 • 866.226.3900
www.bewitchedbandb.com/bdmn.html • innkeeper@bewitchedbandb.com

You bring the crowd, and we’ll bring the pleasures

CARNIVAL SUNSHINE

Nothing could brighten your day more than a cruise vacation 
aboard CARNIVAL SUNSHINE! From Guy Fiery burgers to 
the Blueguana Tequila bar, a fully-soaked WaterWorks to the 
ahhh so relaxing SerenitySM Adult Only Retreat - join us to 
bask in all that is bright and new!

2013 Italy with Father Ray Martin
July 19, 2013 - July 26, 2013

Interior
$1207*

Ocean View
$1607*

Balcony
$1957*

Day of  Week Port Name arrival time DeParture time
FRI BaRcelona, SpaIn 5:00 pM
SaT MaRSeIlleS, FRance 7:00 aM 5:00 pM
SUn UvoRno (FloRence/pISa), ITaly 7:00 aM 7:00 pM
Mon RoMe (cIvITavecchIa), ITaly 7:00 aM 8:00 pM
TUe napleS, ITaly 7:00 aM 7:00 pM
WeD MeSSIna (SIcIly), ITaly 8:00 aM 5:00 pM
ThU FUn Day aT Sea
FRI DUBRoUnIk, cRoaTIa 7:00 aM 5:00 pM
SaT venIce, ITaly 1:00 aM

204 Bertram Circle
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
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Your Land and Cruise Specialist
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dining oUt

With my mom in town and visiting to help cel-
ebrate my twins 1st birthday, we headed out 
to do some shopping and grab a bite to eat. 
We decided to try Donna’s of Cross Keys.

It was a warm, sunny day so we choose 
to dine on the patio under one of the black 
umbrellas. The host was a nice man who was 
as charming and as sweet as they come. Our 
waiter was also helpful and attentive.

The menu offered a water watering vari-
ety of seasonal salads, sandwiches and small 
plates.

Since I don’t get to see my mother very 
often I was in a mood of feeling comfort and 
what better way to experience that then with 
an childhood favorite of grilled cheese – but 

only modernized for a duly palate. I got the 
grilled cheese with bacon and granny smith 
apples served with a choice of soup ($13). I 
choose to get the tomato bisque to complete 
my “childhood” meal. There is just something 
with the flavors of butter, cheese, apples and 
bacon between two slices of bread that will 
make just about any mouth water. The tex-
ture of the melted cheese combined with the 
crunch or the bacon and apple makes it well 
balanced. When I dipped it in the flavorful 
bisque; what more could my taste buds ask for 
(no matter the temperature or season).

My mother got Donna’s Roasted Vege-
table Panini with provolone, toasted ciabatta, 
sweet fries and spicy aioli ($11). The serving 
size of both the fries and sandwich will have 
most getting a doggie bag. The vegetables 
were fresh and nicely roasted. The spicy aioli 
had a kick to it – more than I expected it to – 
but was still tasty. 

The only down we experience on this din-
ing experience was that my mother ordered 
an iced cappuccino ($4.50) and it didn’t arrive 
until just right before our meal did.

I recommend enjoying a meal on the patio 
underneath the big black umbrellas and I am 
looking forward to try one of the enticing items 
off the dinner menu at not only this location but 
also the Charles Village location. t

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

donna’s of Cross keys 
5100 Falls Road
Baltimore, Maryland
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www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty
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Serving Our 
Community
with Pride!

Serving Our 
Community
with Pride!

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

1321 Stevens Ave, Halethorpe, MD 
3 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $194,900

8400 Hill St, Ellicott City, MD 
3 Bedroom Carriage House 

List Price: $499,999

4830 Marianne Dr, Mount Airy, MD 
4 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $476.850

507 StAMforD rD, BAltiMorE, MD 
4 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $365,000

1716 olive St, Baltimore, MD 
3 Bedroom Contemporary 

Townhouse List  Price: $392,500

4505 Hemlock Cone Way, Ellicott City, MD 
5 Bedroom Traditional 
List Price: $650,000

732 Pleasant Hill rd, Ellicott CitY, MD 
2 Bedroom Colonial Townhouse 

List Price: $273,900

1820 Boka Valley Ct, Woodbine, MD 
5 Bedroom Victorian 
List Price: $768,000

6508 Deer Park rd, reisterstown, MD 
4 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $410,000

515 Kingston rd, Baltimore, MD
3 Bedroom Tudor Style
List Price: $179,999

Direct: 410.480.3546 • Cell: 410.935.9605 • Main office: 410.461.7600 • Email: dark@cbmove.com • www.dark@cbmove.com/david.ark

709 Dorchester rd, Baltimore, MD 
3 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $189,900

747 oella Ave, Ellicott City, MD 
3 Bedroom Colonial 
List Price: $269,900
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real estate

By Jeff HaMMerBerg 
It’s a great time to buy, but can the self-em-
ployed get loans anymore?

There are countless advantages to being 
self- employed, yet when it comes time to mak-
ing a big purchase, and finding the loan to do 
it, well, things get a little difficult. Lenders don’t 
typically look at the self-employed worker as 
the ideal borrower. Don’t fret; it’s not the end of 
the world. There are still opportunities out there, 
but they often come with a catch. 

As a self-employed borrower, there is sel-
dom any way around the inevitable. Studies 
show that you will be paying higher interest 
rates. The great interest rates that you often 
see advertised are, in fact, for prime borrowers, 
those who are credit-worthy and can verify a 
stable income. However, if you are diligent and 
take the time to shop around, some resources 
will negotiate a respectable interest rate with 
you. All is not lost. If you are looking to buy a 
home, there are options available. A Stated In-
come / Stated Asset Mortgage (SISA) loan can 
be secured in certain situations. With an SISA, 
a bank will not seek to verify the income you 
report. However, they may instead choose to 
verify the sources of your income. If you can 
produce a client list or other investments, you 

might have better luck trying this route.
There are certain strategies that can help 

improve your odds of obtaining a good inter-
est rate. For example, if you can offer a large 
down payment, this sometimes helps. If you 
have established a solid track record as a self-
employed borrower, this will also tip the scales. 

Of course, much still depends on your cred-
it score, and if you can keep increasing your 
score, it only makes things that much easier for 
you. It is true, the self-employed typically will 
pay high interest rates, but there are always 
exceptions. Be patient – don’t take the first 
loan that you can find. Shop around, seek out 
a lender that is willing to take into account your 
history and take the time to look at your repu-
tation and not just base the assessment com-
pletely on the fact that you are your own boss. 

Being self-employed does not mean that 
you need to surrender to high interest rates. Do 
your homework. Be prepared with all the neces-
sary records and past history and if you aren’t 
satisfied with your interest rate, keep looking. 

There are lenders out there who will give 
you the money for your purchase, but make 
sure you find the right one. t

Jeff Hammerberg is the founder and ceO 
of Gayrealtor.com.

Mortages for the Self-Employed 

Country Living  
Close to Town

Mature gay professional male seeks 
to rent two rooms in a secluded spacious 
home in Owings Mills. Looking for a gay 
male for one room (480 sq. ft.) and a LGBT 
couple for the larger room (840 sq. ft.!)

Rent includes: room (furnished as much 
as you need), utilities, cable and wireless 
Internet, central air and heat, use of kitch-
en and rest of house, laundry, free parking, 
and much more.

Residence is very private and wildlife 
abounds. Close to bus, train, shopping, 
restaurants, and bank. Available June 1st. 
Must be cat friendly. Call Jay for more 
information: 410-952-6724

Located in historic Mt. Vernon, this six bedroom, five and one half 
bath stone home has 12 ft. ceilings, original detailing including par-
lor pocket doors, working fire places, wood work throughout and a 
full cook’s kitchen in the lower, walkout level along with four parking 
places. Currently used as one of Baltimore’s favorite bed and break-
fasts. Zoned residential/commercial. Blocks to the train station and I-83.

Deborah Dwyer Baker and Jane Bourgeois
Long & Foster Lake Roland Office
6080 Falls Road
Baltimore, MD 21209
410-377-2270 • 410-377-0327 (fax) • 410-935-7351 (cell)

Mt. Vernon • 106 East Preston Ave., Baltimore MD 21202 • $529,000.00



42 t  BaltiMore oUtloUd  JUNE 15, 2012  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Jeffrey Tessmer     J�m m�����J�m m�����
701 s. Broadway   Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com     jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500    Jim cell: 410-960-2836   Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

PenFed Realty

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office)

Happy Pride Baltimore!
Happy Pride Baltimore!

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson
 

Professional & Domestic Partners 3
9 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Happy Pride to our Baltimore LGBT Families!

Ron Zimmerman Realtors
®

1234 Light St. ~
 Baltimore, MD 21230

410-752-1050 ~
 email ronz@mris.com
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Baltimore
Back Door Lounge

5801 Pulaski Highway  
(back of Gold Club  

entertainment complex)
410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

 Leon’s
870 Park Ave • 410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd • 410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

Baltimore
 the Quest

3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301) 498-4840        
www.pwsplace.com

maryland
 sPin

43 S Potomac St, 
Hagerstown, MD
(301) 302-7202 

HarrisBurg, Pa
the Brownstone  

412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-7009
 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

york, Pa
aLtLanD’s ranch

8505 Orchard Rd
York-Hanover, PA

717-225-4479

cLuB xs 
36 W 11th Ave

York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969 

 www.clubxsyork.com

reHoBotH BeacH, 
delaware 

BLue moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE
 302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

cLouD 9
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1999

the frogg PonD
3 1st St. 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-2234 

www.thefroggpond.com

DouBLe L
622 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0818 

www.doublelbar.net

the PurPLe Parrot
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-226-1139

rigBy’s Bar & griLL
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com

iguana griLL
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com

B a r  g u i d e
By Jay loane 
I met Drew about a month or so ago when 
I stopped by a friend’s house. Drew was 
there to help my friend get a few things 
ready for the (at the time) Miss Gay Mary-
land contest. 

My first impression was that he was 
not very talkative and quite shy. Drew 
grew up in Baltimore. He 
graduated from Arch Bishop 
in 2008 and currently resides 
in Northern Baltimore City. 
A few years ago, while out 
with friends, Drew dressed in 
drag. It was after meeting Ted 
Burke, a.k.a. Victoria Blair 
that his drag career took off. 

“When I met Drew, he 
was a quiet and shy, but very 
good looking, young man,” 
commented Victoria Blair. “I 
soon found that he was even 
more beautiful as a woman! I 
helped him win his first pag-
eant, and the rest, as they 
say, is history,” she added. 
In September of 2011, Drew / 
Krystal became the new (and 
reigning) Miss Youth Princess. The com-
petition was held at The Quest. 

During the day, Drew is a Special Edu-
cation Assistant with a local county school 
system (sorry, I told him I wouldn’t say 
which one). David Yeager, good friend 
of Drew’s, recently stated that though he 
has had a difficult 
life, Drew was al-
ways there for him. 
“I’ve known him 
since high school 
and he is a very 
supportive, caring 
friend.” 

Like Drew, Da-
vid also performs 
in drag as Divina 
Foxx Blair. “Krystal 
is my drag sister,” 
and added, “as a 
performer, Krystal 
is really pretty; al-
ways fun to work 
with though she 
needs to work on 
her talent.”

When Krystal performs, she is a big 
fan of the music styling of Beyonce’. 

“I do everything by Beyonce’. She 
is one of my favorite performers,” Drew 
stated. 

Though his musical tastes are not just 
limited to one performer, Drew also en-

PeoPle We like

Andrew Ratych
joys Alternative and dance music. He is 
not much of a book reader, enjoys pizza 
and if he could reside anywhere, without 
hesitation, he remarks “Puerto Rico.” 

One item I have noticed recently about 
not only Drew but the recently interviewed 
Joe Diffenbaugh is that when these two 
are out performing, many people au-

tomatically assume that they are (their 
term – not mine) bitches. It mainly comes 
from the fact while performing, people for 
some reason will not approach either one. 
Hence, the immediate assumptions. 

“Although many mistake his shyness 
for cockiness or worse,” commented Ted, 

“If you just take the time to 
get acquainted, you might 
be surprised how much 
he [and others] are worth 
knowing.” 

Drew made the same 
concern, and after spend-
ing time with this young 
man, he is far from it. He 
carries himself quite well. 

As Ted / Victoria stat-
ed, “I decided to take him 
under my wing, and he 
decided to take my [drag] 
last name. We’ve man-
aged to learn a lot from 
each other and I hope 
that we’ll remain close for 
many years to come. It is 
indeed my pleasure to call 

him a friend and now ‘drag daughter’.” 
So while you are out enjoying Pride 

this weekend, say ‘hello’ to Drew. In fact, 
take a moment or two and get to know the 
performers in Baltimore. We are lucky to 
have a vast of talented people in our com-
munity. t

andrew ratych   
credit: Jay Loane

“Although many 
mistake his shyness 

for cockiness or 
worse,” commented 

Ted, “If you just 
take the time to get 

acquainted, you 
might be surprised 
how much he [and 
others] are worth 

knowing.”
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Community Bulletin Board
Now - August 10 
Waterfront Partnership Heats Up  
with Free Summer Socials
The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore invites all to 
come out and enjoy its Summer Socials at West Shore Park 
beginning Friday, May 18. Summer Socials are FREE and 
open to the public and feature live music performed by local 
bands, beer and wine gardens, food trucks and a kid/family 
play area. Also, remember to bring bathing suits and towels 
to cool off in the Walter Sondheim Fountain. For more 
information, please visit www.waterfrontpartnership.
org and to RSVP, please email Beth Laverick at Beth@
WaterfrontPartnership.org or call (443) 743-3308.

Now – June 16  
WELL
By Lisa Kron, directed by Rain Pryor. In this poignant 
examination of family, health and wellness, and the tricks 
of memory, noted solo performer Lisa has written her first 
multi-character play, a riff on her and her mother Ann’s 
knotty history with chronic illness. But as she presents 
her story, nothing goes according to plan. June 1-16, see 
wesite for show times; www.strand-theater.org.  Adult: 
$20, Senior: $15, Student: $10, Opening Night: $25. The 
Strand Theater, 1823 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD.

June 15
East Meets West
Recital by Flute Virtuoso Marina Piccinini. Peabody 
Conservatory faculty artist Marina Piccinini will explore 
the spiritual and elegant relationship between Asian 
and French music. One of the world’s leading flute 
virtuosos,Piccinini will perform with pianists Araceli 
Chacon and Colette Valentine. 7:00 p.m. in Peabody’s Leith 
Symington Griswold Hall. Tickets for the June 15 recital 
are $20 for adults and $10 for students with ID. To reserve 
tickets, call 410-234-4772. 17 East Mount Vernon Place, 
Baltimore MD.

Theatre Project
Join us in the John Fonda Gallery for an Opening 
Reception as we welcome Baltimore Artist Dan Perkins. 
His show, New Realities: New paintings by Dan Perkins 
will be on display from June 15 - July 13. Meet the artist 
and enjoy some refreshments from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 45 
W. Preston St. Baltimore, MD for more information call  
410-752-8558, E-Mail office@theatreproject.org or go to 
www.theatreproject.org

June 15-17
Antique & Classic Boat Festival
Mid-Atlantic’s largest, more than 100 boats, judged show, 
nautical flea market, artists, craftsmen, vendors and kids’ 
activities. 213 N. Talbot Street, Chesapeake Bay Chapter 
of the Antique & Classic Boat Society, St. Michaels, MD.  
Event Hours: Fri, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Sat, 10:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.; Sun, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

June 16
Special pre-Pride show
Jay’s on Read. NYC’s singer-songwriter drag phenomenon, 
Candy Samples, will perform a special pre-Pride show at 
Jay’s on Read,  The event, which is presented in part by 
Decadent Duck Events is free to the public. Candy is a new 
face to Baltimore audiences, but folks will find her show 
full of verve, vigor and vim! Originally from Atlanta, GA, 
Candy serves her southern charm and down-home realness 
as she sings her original tunes, “Green Bean Casserole”, “If 
I Had Only Left (Two Shots Earlier)”, “Boy Crazy” and the 
celebrity-political inspired diddy, “Sweet Scandal”. . Jay’s on 
Read, 225 West Read Street Show starts at 3:00 p.m. Free!

150th Civil War Anniversary
First Call Weekend Event. Civil War theme activities: 
tactical presentations, period music, book signings and 
information booths.   Hagerstown City Park, 501 Virginia 
Ave., Hagerstown, MD.  Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m -10:00 p.m
Maryland Traditions Folklife Festival. A free, daylong 
celebration of traditional artists and musicians from around 
the state. Named “Baltimore’s Best Arts Showcase,” this 
interactive, family-friendly festival will engage audiences of 
all ages with performances, demonstrations and workshops 
that showcase the talents and practices of Maryland’s 
traditional art masters and their apprentices. 3134 Eastern 
Avenue, Baltimore, MD. 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. www.
marylandtraditions.org

June 17
Bus Stop Auditions
Spotlighters Theatre 
announces auditions for 
---Bus Stop. Audition Info 
-roles - 5 Male, 3 Female No 
Appointments. First come / 
First heard. Please prepare 
a 2-3 monologue. Bring 
headshot and resume. Actors 
will be asked to present a side 
reading in character accent. 

SOME actors may be asked to read sides from Bus Stop 
with other actors. Call backs if needed will be scheduled 
after all auditions are completed.  Sunday  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 
p.m. - please arrive no less 
than 30 mins before 
the scheduled end 
of auditions. 
Spotlighters 
Theatre - 817 
Saint Paul 
Street -Contact: 
Fuzz@
spotlighters.org .

June 22
Summer Social 
Hosted by The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore. The 
Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore invites all to come out 
and enjoy its Summer Socials at West Shore Park Summer 
Socials are FREE and will occur one Friday evening of 
every month from May through August. Summer Socials 
will feature live music performed by local bands, beer and 
wine gardens, food trucks and a kid/family play area. Also, 
remember to bring bathing suits and towels to cool off in 
the Walter Sondheim Fountain. Summer Socials are free to 
attend and open to the public. For more information, please 
visit www.waterfrontpartnership.org and to RSVP, please 
email Beth Laverick at Beth@WaterfrontPartnership.org 
or call (443) 743-3308.

June 23 & 24
Diversity Awareness Weekend
St. Paul’s United Church Of Christ , an Open & Affirming 
congregation, will host its second annual celebration of 
diversity in Westminster, Maryland.  Workshops, Music 
Program & Film and more.  Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 
p.m. and Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Worship Service 
& Picnic  17 Bond Street Westminster, MD for more 
information contact Thom Ballantine at thomballantine@
verizon.net or the church office 410-848-5975.Check us out 
on the web. www.stpauls-ucc.org

Latino Fest 2012
Baltimore’s Premiere Celebration of Hispanic Culture, 
Music and Art. Join us at our 32th annual festival. This 
music filled weekend features live Latin music including 
salsa, merengue, bachata, cumbia, reggaeton, duranguense, 
mariachi, dancers in colorful costumes from their native 
lands, bomba and plena performances, salsa dancing and 
the hottest Latino DJs, Arts and Crafts displays, Latino 
cuisine from the Americas and the Caribbean, community 
support information booths and family fun activities such 
as rock climbing walls, clowns, face-painting, two stages, 
and much more. Saturday, Noon–10:00 p.m. and Sunday, 
Noon–9:00 p.m. 500 Block S Linwood Ave, Patterson 
Park, Baltimore, MD. $5, under 12 free. www.latinofest.org

June 23
Annual Services Fair
CASA de Maryland will host its Annual Services Fair 
which will feature a wide range of medical, legal and 
citizenship services during a day intended to be a one-stop 
experience for community members. Medical screenings 
scheduled to be offered include blood pressure, Body Mass 
Index, blood glucose, Derma Scan, and dental screenings 
among many others. HIV testing, counseling and referral 
services will also be available onsite. The Services Fair will 
also feature a citizenship clinic that will provide attendees 
assistance with navigating through the complicated 
naturalization process. Enjoy a variety of free giveaways, 
games and entertainment for the kids as well as music 
provided by Romantica 900. Those visiting all sections of 
the fair will receive a bag of free groceries courtesy of the 
Capital Area Food Bank and Priority Partners.  CASA’s 
Multicultural Center, 8151 15th Ave, Hyattsville, MD.   
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

June 24
Simply 
Streisand... 
An Intimate 
Evening with 
Barbra. This 
AWARD 
WINNING 
Tribute Artist Carla 
Delvillaggio  has the 
look and sound of 
“the Greatest Star”, 
the incomparable 
Barbra Streisand. 
From the hair down 
to the trademark 
nails, she is”Simply 
Streisand” Singing 
LIVE this artist 
recreates the 

excitement and high energy vocals of Streisand’s most 
powerful numbers and at the same time has the capability of 
singing with a beauty and purity of sound essential for the 
ballads that are so closely associated with this greatest of all 
singing actresses. Gordon Center For Performing Arts 3506 
Gwynnbrook Ave., Owings Mills, MD  Show time 3:00 
p.m. For Information on Tickets Call: 410-356-7469 or go 
to  www.ticketmaster.com  type in Simply Streisand

June 28
Stags’ Leap Wine Dinner
B&O American Brasserie is kicking off the summer with 
a night filed with great food and wine as they host a five-
course Stags’ Leap Wine Dinner. Executive Chef Thomas 
Dunklin has created a five-course menu for the event. 
Each course will be paired with a different varietal of wine 
from Stags’ Leap Winery based out of California, just 
north of Napa. The different varietals being showcased 
include: Viognier, Chardonnay, Merlot, Petite Syrah and 
Cabernet.B&O American Brasserie 2 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD Dinner begins at 7:30 p.m. $75 per person 
Includes food and drink, but excludes tax and gratuity. 
Limited seating available. To purchase tickets, call 443-
692-6172

Send your information  
for upcoming events to  

calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com
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There are those who feel that leather has 
no place in the summertime. I have even 
heard leather titleholders complain that 
it is just too hot to wear leather to Pride 
events! Well, leather is not seasonal for 
me. It is a part of me year round. So bring 
on the warm weather, get out the leather 
harness and chaps, and show a little skin- 
summertime is here! 

Baltimore’s leather community will be 
helping kick off Baltimore Pride. The Ship-
Mates are ready to get the party started 
with a Bar Night at the Baltimore Eagle on 
Friday, June 15. It should be quite the fes-

tive event. COMMAND is also scheduled 
to have a Bar Night at the Triple L that 
night. What a great way to start Baltimore 
Pride Weekend! 

On Friday, June 29 the ShipMates will 
be hosting a bar night at the D.C. Eagle 
and Baltimore’s oldest leather club is al-
ready looking ahead to Christmas! The 
ShipMates will be kicking off their annual 

Daddy Christmas 
Benefit with a cook-
out on the patio of 
the Baltimore Eagle 
on Sunday, July 15. 
Don’t miss “Ho Ho Ho 
in the Heat.” There 
will be food, a beer 
bust, flea market, 
and hot men in leath-
er. The ShipMates 
have selected Move-
able Feast as this 
year’s Daddy Christ-
mas charity. The 
official ShipMates’ 
Daddy Christmas 
Benefit is not until 
December 1 at the 
Baltimore Eagle, but 
you can be one of the 
first to buy your raffle 
ticket for the famous 
ShipMates’ wagon of 
cheer on July 15. 

Although June is 
officially Pride Month, 
I never miss the Pride 
Festival of Central 
Pennsylvania in Har-
risburg, Pa. This year 
the festival is sched-
uled for Saturday, 
July 28 at the beau-
tiful Riverfront Park. 
My sources tell me 

that there will be a parade this year. I real-
ly missed not having the parade last year. 
Those folks in Pennsylvania know how to 
put on a show! It is always a great time in 
Harrisburg with my fellow leather folks The 
Pennsmen, M.C. Please join us! 

The traditional end of summer is the 
Labor Day Weekend. After working all sum-
mer on your tan where do you go to show 
it off? That is an easy question-join the 
Centaurs, M.C. for the weekend of August 
31- September 3 for Olympia XXII: “Occu-
py This….” Olympia is 
held every other year 
and it brings the LGBT 
community together 
for a weekend of cock-
tail parties, relaxing by 
the pool, playing in the 
dungeon and so much 
more! You don’t have 
to be a member of the 
Leather Community to 
attend. Early bird reg-
istration is $299 before 
August 1. Late regis-
tration August 1- 21 is 
$335 or you can just 

Summertime 
and the Livin’ 
is Sleazy

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

show up and pay $400 at the door. Olympia 
is held at Camp Saginaw in Pennsylvania 
and is only one hour north of Baltimore or 
one hour south of Philadelphia. You don’t 
have to worry about tents and camping 
equipment. Your price includes your cabin 
accommodations, all food, cocktail parties, 
beer, snacks, huge swimming pool, play 
spaces, the works! Check out www.centau-
rmc.org for all the details. I always have a 
great time at Olympia and wouldn’t miss it! 
It is the perfect way to end the summer. t
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 Cleaning  Books & gifts rooMMate Wanted

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnseling

 Massage PHotograPHy

 ConsUlting

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 laWn

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 HandyMan 

Roommate Wanted 
to Share House 
in Glen Burnie

Rent either the basement or 2nd 
fl BR. Full use of house and large 
patio to enjoy the cool nights. Min. 
away from Ritchie Hgwy. and 695. 
15 min. from Baltimore. $850.00 
/month + utilities. Call Cindy 410-
612-4066 or E-Mail cindyloukuz15 
@yahoo.com. Available. Sept. 1st.
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 attorney  taX serViCes  traVel

 finanCial  aUto sales

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Call 410-244-6780 to adVertise.

Professional services

 Pet Care  PHotograPHy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

NEED A CAR, TRUCK or SUV?

DON’T BUY NEW, BUY 1 OWNER & SAVE!

Over 1,000 Vehicles!
You Need 2 Pay Stubs 
& 1 Bill - Laurel, MD. 
Gross Income Must 
be $2K Mo. or Above. 

Jason
202.704.8213

C l a s s i f i e d

Mattress
Queen Pillow Top Set
New, In Factory Plastic

Must Sell $100.00
(443)-487-3073

 Bedding
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