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board of directors, the decision to sell the 
building was “to address ongoing commu-
nity concerns with the inadequacy of the 
GLCCB’s present space to meet the goals 
outlined in the GLCCB’s strategic plan.”

The board is “assessing a variety of 
options for relocation to meet the grow-
ing and changing needs of the community. 
The 241 W. Chase Street building is old, in 
need of continuous repair, has limited ac-
cessibility and sorely needs to be updated 
to accommodate the community needs, in-
cluding ADA compliance all of which have 
significant costs associated with them.” 

GLCCB Executive Director Matt Thorn 
says, “Our strategic plan directs the re-
quirements for the GLCCB to move for-
ward and one of those requirements is to 
find a new space that will best serve the 

GLCCB Building Sold

By Steve Charing
The GLCCB announced that the building at 
241 W. Chase Street, which has been the 
headquarters for the 36 year-old organiza-
tion since 1980, has been sold. Closing 
took place on May 31. 

The then Gay Community Center of 
Baltimore, under the leadership of Harvey 
Schwartz, had purchased the building to 
fulfill his as well as many other local activ-
ists’ vision that the Baltimore’s gay com-
munity needed to have its own space and 
moved from its rented Maryland Avenue 
address.

In a statement released by the GLCCB’s 

By gregg Shapiro
There doesn’t seem to be anything that 
John Waters, America’s premier queer Re-
naissance man, can’t do. He’s a filmmaker, 
an author, a journalist, a visual artist, an ob-
scure music aficionado and monologist. He 
practically invented (and later perfected) 
the indie film genre with classic cinematic 
works including Pink Flamingos, Polyester, 
and Hairspray (which was later adapted as 
a musical for both the stage and screen). A 
raconteur of the highest order, Waters has 
been touring his one-man show This Filthy 
World around this filthy world for several 
years, revising and refining with each per-
formance. I had the honor of speaking with 
John in May 2013. 

gregg Shapiro: John, i’m glad to 
have the chance to speak to the living 

you, especially after 
the unfortunate March 
2013 internet report to 
the contrary claiming 

you had passed. Was that the first time 
that you were ever the subject of an in-
ternet prank or hoax?

John Waters: That I know of, yes. And 
it wasn’t that funny. The Onion would have 
done it much better.

gS: they have a better sense of hu-
mor. 

JW: They’re better writers.
gS: the last time we spoke was at 

the time of the publication of your book 
Role Models. Looking back on it, how 
would you rate the experience of writing 
and publishing that book?

JW: It was one of the best experi-
ences of my life. It was on the New York 
Times bestseller list – one week! – and it 
was many weeks on the LA Times best-
seller list, and other lists. I just finished 

my new book, called Car Sick, 
for FSG, the same publisher. 
Writing books is something that 
I’ve always enjoyed doing. Both 
Shock Value and Crackpot have 
never gone out of print. I’ve had 
good luck with writing books. I 
read all the time so it’s proper 
that I continue to write books 
just as much as I try to make 
movies.

gS: What is Car Sick 
about?

JW: In Car Sick I hitchhiked 
by myself across America, a 
year ago this coming Monday 
(May 13). The first part of the 
book is me imagining, before I 
left, the 15 very best rides that 
could happen, with sex and 
adventure, and then the very 
worst 15 rides I can imagine, 
which ended in my death. And 
then the next day I did it for 
real, which was 21 rides in nine 

sexual and gender minority community 
in addressing the community’s evolving 
needs, including providing a venue for in-
terested community organizations to work 
in concert in a shared space.” 

According to the statement, the GLCCB 
hired Strategic Management Consulting in 
the summer of 2011 to assist the GLCCB 
in developing a strategic plan, helped by 
a management assistance grant from the 
Goldseker Foundation. “This plan was the 
first of its kind for the GLCCB in its 36-year 
history and marks a turning point for the 
organization, from one focused on imme-
diate needs of the community to one with 
a renewed focus on the ongoing and ever 
changing needs of the community,” the 
statement notes. This process enabled the 
board of directors and staff to assess the 
state of the GLCCB in serving the commu-

—continued on page 8

Filthy Waters
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Building deemed inadequate, 
relocation options under review

John Waters

Moving time for the gLCCB 
credit: Steve Charing
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House of Ruth’s mission. Nitsch explains, 
“Our agency was born from a need to pro-
vide refuge for women who were abused 
by male partners and we understand that 
violence comes from an oppressive belief 
in the subjugation of women. We continue 
to meet that same need for a safe place, 
but that need is no longer just for women. 

One theory is that this shift has hap-
pened because of the historical failure to 
systematically and consistently oppose 
violence against women. As the needs of 

the community continue to change, we 
adapt our services to meet those needs, 
which means providing services for men, 
transgender individuals, and others in the 
LGBTQ community. This includes working 
to engage and educate abusive partners in 
the community as well.” 

What areas still require additional 
work to prevent intimate partner violence 
in the LGBTQ community? House of Ruth 
includes one hour of specific LGBTQ in-
timate partner violence education in their 
annual training for the Criminal Justice 
System plus they weave LGBTQ language 
and content throughout their general train-
ing. However, so much of the identification 
of intimate partner violence is derived from 
the ability of police, prosecutors and judg-
es to recognize it, that this annual training 
is not sufficient. 

What can the LGBTQ community do to 
address these unmet needs? It can pro-
vide the additional education and aware-
ness training to our own community and 
provide an in depth training program to the 
criminal justice system.

For many people, intimate partner vio-
lence is a women’s issue and it does not 
apply to men, especially gay and bisexual 
men. But the CDC states that “Studies 
have estimated that 11% to 44% of men 
who have sex with men surveyed experi-
enced intimate partner violence in same-
sex relationships.” 

This translates an additional challenge 
for gay or bisexual men if they find them-
selves in a violent relationship. 

By DeniSe r. DUarte
The prevalence of rape, physical violence 
or stalking by an intimate partner in the 
LGBTQcommunity is staggering.

• 43.8% of lesbians and 61.1% of bi-
sexual women,compared to 35% of straight 
women 

• 26% of gay men and 37.3% of bisex-
ual men, compared to 29% of straight men

(Statistics are from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention)

What do you do and where do you go 
for help if you are a member of the 
LGBTQ community? How do you 
find out about your legal rights? 
Where can you go to find a safe 
space and essential shelter? Who 
can assist you in putting your life 
back together? 

Women have had the House 
of Ruth in Baltimore for these ser-
vices since 1977. 

According to Lisa Nitsch, di-
rector of training & education 
at the House of Ruth Maryland, 
all services are available to anyone who 
needs them, including gay and bisexual 
men as well as transgender individuals. 
These services include emergency ser-
vices, transitional housing, therapy, legal 
assistance, and abuser intervention. The 
only difference in services is that men must 
enter hotel placement rather than various 
shelter options afforded women.

The House of Ruth will soon be launch-
ing their re-designed and LGBTQ inclusive 
website to match their services. Nitsch 
states,“House of Ruth Maryland is clear 
that no one deserves to be abused by their 
partner, regardless of the makeup of that 
relationship. As long as we continue to 
hold that concept sacred, it makes sense 
that all of our services be available to any 
victim, regardless of gender or sexual ori-
entation.”

Nitsch explained that the one common 
thread between dominate society and the 
LGBTQ community is that the abuser will 
try to isolate the victim. The difference 
is that it is easier to isolate with LGBTQ 
relationship and that there are additional 
emotional abuse tactics used against the 
victim. These control tactics include threat-
ening to out a partner and stating false ac-
cusations of HIV status. Outing is espe-
cially a problem with teen intimate partner 
violence scenarios as many teens are in a 
dependent position for basic hierarchy of 
needs and family support. 

The emphasis on servicing all people 
experiencing intimate partner violence in-
stead of only women is an extension of 

One local intimate partner violence 
survivor, who requested anonymity, ex-
plained the importance of House of Ruth 
not limiting their services, “As a gay man, 
I think we all fear the police and the law. 
We know that the system that is supposed 
to help us and keep us safe, most of the 
time works against us. We are judged for 
being different and it is assumed that we 
are just being overly dramatic when we go 
to report something. Having an advocate 
or someone to talk to about reporting the 

abuse would have been helpful.”
Intimate Partner Violence 

(IPV) impacts all people, includ-
ing the LGBTQ community. This 
new term replaces Domestic Vio-
lence and according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDCP) it “...describes 
physical, sexual, or psychologi-
cal harm by a current or former 
partner or spouse. This type of 
violence can occur among het-
erosexual or same-sex couples 

and does not require sexual intimacy.” 
This past January, CDCP released 

data specific to the LGB community. This 
national awareness of equal to higher lev-
els of IPV and Sexual Violence (SV) in our 
community provides a basis for continued 
study and education. The CDC did not in-
clude the transgender community in this 
study. The CDC website states that “In an 
effort to include transgender individuals in 
our national surveillance of interpersonal 
violence, we are following developments in 
the field, including current Health and Hu-
man Services efforts to develop standard-
ized measures of sexual orientation and 
gender identity.”

The CDCP outlines three areas to help 
combat intimate partner violence in the 
LGBTQ community.

• Implementing prevention approaches 
that promote acceptance and recognition 
of healthy, respectful relationships regard-
less of sexual orientation. 

• Researching patterns of violence and 
the risk and protective patterns associated 
with violence among lesbian, gay and bi-
sexual persons. 

• Referring victims and survivors to cul-
turally appropriate accessible services. 

Thanks to the House of Ruth, Balti-
more’s LGBTQ community has a resource 
to help meet our needs. t

House of ruth’s 24-hour hotline is 
410-889-ruTH (7884) or visit Hruth.org. 
National domestic Violence Hotline: 800-
799-SAFe (7233), 800-787-3224 TTY, or 
Ndvh.org

House of Ruth Extends Reach to LGBT Community
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“I am not opposed to Pride and the 
block party as I have been a supporter 
for many years and will continue to sup-
port it,” Cardinale told baltimore OuTloud. 
The block party under the agreement with 
MVBA and the GLCCB will begin on Morton 
Street, just east of the City Cafe and not on 
the customary Cathedral Street, where the 
front entrance to the restaurant in located.

MVBA’s Curtis stated on a Facebook 
post that “the City 
Cafe never asked 
that Pride be 
stopped or can-
celled. City Cafe 
requested, as did 
other businesses 
and residents, 
that GLCCB step 
up and start prop-
erly managing the 
event which they 
obtain a permit for. 

I won’t deny that it was discussed that if 
GLCCB can’t do a better job in managing 
this event, that the event itself should be 
reconsidered. City Cafe was not alone in 
this request.”

He added in a statement: “MVBA is 
working closely with GLCCB to develop 
a plan to address these concerns. The 
boundaries were changed slightly to allow 
GLCCB to better manage the event. MVBA 
is asking for proper enforcement outside 
the permit boundaries.”

Those boundaries for consuming al-
coholic beverages that have been agreed 
to consist of Longrove Street on the east, 
Morton Street on the West, Read Street 
on the south and half a block of Charles 
Street on the north. Alcoholic consump-
tion outside that designated area would be 
subject to enforcement of Baltimore’s open 
container law. In addition, people will be 
stamped to designate whether they are 21 
or above or not.

The GLCCB issued a statement that 
said, in part, “We have attentively listened 
to the MVBA through their 2012 survey 
and their most recent general member-
ship meeting and to the local residents 
and businesses that live and work in Mt. 
Vernon. When the GLCCB and 2013 Pride 
Committee began to be plan pride in No-
vember it was our goal to address matters 
that had been previously a concern dur-
ing the block party including allegations 
of underage drinking. This year we have 
increased our security measures, put a 
plan in place to address the management 
of the GLCCB run bars, and worked with 
the MVBA to address concerns over the 
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By Steve Charing
A little over a week before Baltimore was 
to celebrate its annual Pride weekend, a 
brouhaha developed as City Cafe owner 
Gino Cardinale and others met with the 
Mount Vernon-Belvedere Association 
(MVBA) to discuss issues relating to the 
block party planned for June 15. 

“There is concern from area residents 
and businesses regarding Pride’s block 
party this year,” said MVBA 
president Jason Curtis in a 
statement. “Concerns are 
mostly regarding cleanli-
ness after the event and 
the underaged drinking 
during the event.”

At the meeting, Cardi-
nale allegedly said that the 
Club Hippo, Grand Central 
and the GLCCB’s ven-
dor that serves alcoholic 
beverages are not doing 
enough to prevent underage people from 
purchasing drinks.

This led to spirited arguments carried 
out on Facebook between supporters of 
the bars and the City Cafe. From the bars’ 
perspective, each establishment maintains 
that it dutifully cards customers to ensure 
they are of legal age. 

The City Cafe’s point of view as well as 
those other Mount Vernon businesses and 
residents who believe they are negatively 
affected by the block party, is they want to 
protect their interests and keep the area 
clean. They charged there is urination and 
defecation on private property and much 
litter strewn around the neighborhood. 

Club Hippo owner Chuck Bowers in-
sists that his club as well as Grand Central 
consistently cards customers at this event. 
He told baltimore OuTloud that underage 
drinking at the block party often occurs 
when kids bring alcoholic beverages to the 
event. “They bring the alcohol from other 
places and from coolers stored in cars,” 
Bowers points out. 

Added Don Davis, owner of Grand Cen-
tral, “I think anyone that knows the Hippo 
and Grand Central [knows] that we have 
tight security with our checking for IDs and 
do not condone underage drinking.”

City Cafe’s owner Cardinale stated that 
he is not singling out Bowers and Davis 
and their businesses of anything improper 
but feels more effort must be done to pre-
vent such behavior and abide by the law. 
He cites turnover within the GLCCB for his 
inability to fully discuss and resolve the 
situation with the organization. That is why 
he approached the MVBA for resolution.

Block Party Concerns Spark Community Debate
 neWS // LOCAL

Lipman parking lot located behind Eddie’s 
(which is not an official location of Balti-
more Pride).”

“Recently, as we were putting together 
the permits for Baltimore Pride, we were 
requested through the MVBA that City 
Cafe would prefer the Block Party’s bound-
aries be moved from Cathedral and Eager 
Streets (our normal layout) to Morton and 
Eager Streets. In order to ensure that the 
permits would be granted the GLCCB and 

Baltimore Pride moved the boundaries of 
the block party for Saturday, June 15th, to 
Morton and Eager Streets. 

This year under new management and 
leadership the GLCCB has consistently 
met the concerns and needs of the Mt. Ver-
non area residents and businesses through 
the Baltimore Pride planning process while 
staying true to the event. We are looking 
forward to a joyous, safe, fun and exciting 
Block Party that will take place June 15th. 
Above all, we will be prideful and we will 
celebrate the many steps we’ve taken as a 
community and as a country.” t
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al from door to door in the Reisterstown 
suburb where I spent my teen years,” says 
Mark, a Towson University graduate and 
native of Baltimore who was educated in 
the Baltimore City and Baltimore County 
public school systems.

Mark decided to come out as gay in the 

late 1970s and was seeking “community” 
at the GLCCB. In the early 1980s he volun-
teered as a photographer and worked on 
layout – a manual paste-up process – for 
the Community Center’s Gay Paper prior 
to the advent of computer-based page de-
sign programs. 

Mark explains that “during this period 
of time I got a closer look at organizing on 
the grassroots level when others, who were 
more involved than I, attempted to get an 
LGB housing and employment protections 
act through the Baltimore City Council. By 
the time this passed I was no longer in-
volved with the Community Center.” 

He continued his advocacy through in-
tense letter writing to advance LGBT civil 
rights. This, along with the efforts of many 
others, culminated with the passage of 
statewide protections in 2001 for gays and 
lesbians.

Things changed dramatically for Mark 
in 2005. “I attended my first PFLAG meet-
ing in Howard County, which was a 45-min-
ute drive from my Baltimore County home,” 
he says. “For a brief time I drove 30 min-

By Steve Charing
The battle for marriage equality in Mary-
land was moving into high gear by July 3rd 
of last year. Polls indicated a tight contest 
on Question 6, creating much uncertainty 
and apprehension among the state’s thou-
sands of same-sex couples and supporters 
who were hoping beyond hope that the bill 
that Governor O’Malley signed into law in 
March legalizing same-sex marriage would 
withstand a robust referendum attempt. 

While trying to combat the efforts from 
well-funded opponents seeking to overturn 
the law at the ballot box, most advocates 
knew it would be a struggle to prevail. Ev-
ery possible vote was needed to be har-
vested. It would be particularly important 
to register college students, as they repre-
sent a large number of the state’s unreg-
istered voters and, based on polling data, 
would more likely to be supportive.

Accordingly, on that July 3rd evening, 
a group of 20 folks from Baltimore and 
beyond gathered at the GLCCB’s edifice 
on Chase Street to be trained and certi-
fied as voter registration volunteers. The 
instruction was to have taken place inside 
the building but someone didn’t get that 
memo; the doors were locked. Undaunted, 
activist Mark Patro who was to deliver the 
training, held the session on the sidewalk 
outside the GLCCB on this particularly sul-
try, sweat-producing evening. Despite that 
speed bump, the voter registration drive 
was well underway.

Mark didn’t stop there. He bolstered 
the Question 6 effort by organizing Light 
Brigade Maryland – whereby groups of 
people held battery-charged lit panels that 
spelled out messages promoting marriage 
equality. They visited over two dozen road 
overpasses, bridges and other venues 
around the state, but mostly in the Balti-
more metropolitan area, to gain the atten-
tion of motorists and pedestrians. It turned 
out to be a key component of the superior 
and creative messaging the pro-equality 
forces crafted during the campaign that 
helped sway people to vote our way.

This is what Mark Patro does. Always 
forward thinking, always strategic, always 
creative, Mark finds a cause that is clearly 
progressive and manages to inspire others 
to reach a specific goal. He is not a fiery, 
rah-rah type; in fact, he is rather soft-spo-
ken. But Mark possesses a lot of energy 
and passion, and people love to follow his 
brand of activism, of which he’s had con-
siderable experience.

“My initial involvement in activism was 
with the impeachment of Richard Nixon; at 
seventeen I carried a petition for his remov-

utes in the other direction to Churchville 
where there was a second PFLAG meet-
ing group. While attending both meetings, 
I decided there was too big a gap between 
Columbia and Churchville and decided to 
start the PFLAG chapter in Lutherville.”

He remains as the president of that 
PFLAG chapter, and the name was 
changed from PFLAG-Baltimore County 
to PFLAG-Baltimore to reflect a broader 
reach. “The PFLAG work that I’ve done is 
very near and dear to my heart; and the 
direct advocacy work that I learned how to 
do while working with PFLAG has become 
my new passion. I see my future more full 
of this kind of work on a broader range of 
issues,” Mark says. 

Mark stepped up that political advoca-
cy when passage of equal rights for same-
sex couples was emerging as a top priority. 
During the Maryland legislative session of 
2009 he testified in favor of the Inheritance 
Equality bill written by Senator Rich Ma-
daleno. This bill passed and became law 
later that year.

Being one of only a handful of LGBT 
advocates in his 
northeast Baltimore 
County legislative 
district, he volun-
teered to become 
district coordinator 
for Equality Mary-
land’s annual Lobby 
Day. With several 
other dedicated dis-
trict voters he made 
this trip for each of 
the last five years 
of that seven-year 
process. 

“I grew comfort-
able with talking 
to my senator and 
delegates to a point 
where I thought my conversations were 
sometimes having a positive impact,” Mark 
points out. “When the law finally passed [in 
2012] and the opposition took the signed 
law to referendum I worked to ensure we 
would hold on to the right to marry.”

While the battles for marriage equality 
were being waged in Annapolis, Mark also 
turned his sights on extending protections 
in employment, housing and public accom-
modations based on gender identity and ex-
pression. And for him, it was very significant.

“My proudest moment as an LGBT ad-
vocate happened in January 2011,” Mark 
explains. “This is when the Baltimore 
County Council passed by a 5-to-2 vote 
and amended language to the Baltimore 

Mark Patro: A Man of Pride and Passion 

Mark patro 
credit: June Horner

County Code to protect people in Balti-
more County on the basis of sexual ori-
entation and gender identity. I was happy 
to work with a well-organized coalition of 
groups including PFLAG, Gender Rights 
Maryland, Equality Maryland, the Esimorp 
Network, The National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force and many clergy and citizen advo-
cates. Councilman Tom Quirk led this effort 
and I, for one, will be eternally grateful.”

His work with PFLAG, the legislative 
conversations, and the referendum work 
resulted in an invitation in the fall of 2012 
to join the Moving Maryland Forward Net-
work (MMFN), and in January 2013, he 
was invited to join the board of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Legislative Ministries 
(UULM).

“As a member of PFLAG, MMFN & 
UULM in 2013, I am proud to have worked 
side by side with folks like Sharon Brack-
ett, Matt Thorn, June Horner, Lea Gilm-
ore, Charlie Cooper, Vinny DeMarco, Lisa 
Ward, and Betty Crowley.” 

Mark’s work seems just to be start-
ing. As stated earlier, his advocacy work 
brought on a desire to broaden the scope 
of issues. “We may have passed a very 

strong Fire Arm Safety Act in Maryland 
this year but there is still work to do,” Mark 
reflects. “The gender identity/expression 
protections bill still needs to pass on the 
state level. I feel strongly that we need to 
understand and implement strong regula-
tions, if not an outright ban on fracking. 

“The simple things in our life, which are 
even more basic than our civil rights, are 
now being threatened. Labeling genetically 
modified food should be considered such 
a right. People need to be able to make a 
choice about what they eat and feed their 
children. Fracking threatens our water 
supply and our ability to grow food.”

Pride, passion, and limitless issues to 
confront. That’s Mark Patro. t

the Light Brigade’s efforts were huge
credit: Mark Patro
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The free public event begins with a 
reception at 7 p.m. with Mr. Wood’s pre-
sentation beginning at 7:30 p.m. Audience 
members will have the opportunity to com-
ment and ask questions following the talk.

For more information, you may contact 
Mike Franch of BCHS at 410-889-3252, 
email franch@verizon.net or visit the 
BCHS website at historicalbaltimore.org.

In addition, more local LGBT history 
will be available through the Baltimore 
Heritage Walking Tour to take place on 
Saturday, June 22 from 10 a.m. to noon. 

The Charles Village neighborhood was 
home to many of the activists and institu-
tions at the heart of the city’s LGBT com-
munity in the 1970s and 1980s. Historian 
Richard Oloizia and long-time activist Lou-
is Hughes will lead a walk past local land-
marks from the original home of the Gay 
Community Center of Baltimore, now the 
GLCCB, to the St. Paul Street church that 
supported the growth of the Metropolitan 
Community Church, Baltimore’s oldest 
LGBT religious organization. It will also go 
to area where the radical feminist publish-
ers, writers and activists gave a voice to 
lesbian authors who might not otherwise 
have been read. 

Whether you lived this history or are 
learning it for the first time, this tour is a 
unique opportunity to explore the places 
that shaped the growth of Baltimore’s 
LGBT community and civil rights move-
ment.

To register, visit Baltimore-
heritage.org or Facebook.com/
events/371401909626229. t

As Baltimore Pride arrives this weekend, it 
is a good time to reflect upon Baltimore’s 
place in the LGBT movement and to appre-
ciate our accomplishments over the years. 
And from a historical perspective, what we 
had to do to get there. To that end, there 
will be two events that shed light on this 
city’s storied LGBT past.

The first, on Thursday, June 20, is a talk 
by John Wood, an historian and teacher at 
the McDonogh School. The event is being 
co-presented by the Baltimore City Histori-
cal Society (BCHS) and the Village Learn-
ing Place. The top-
ic is “The Baltimore 
Gay Community: 
The Early Years.” 
It will take place at 
the Village Learn-
ing Place, 2521 St. 
Paul Street, Balti-
more.

Dr. Wood ex-
amines the con-
nection between 
creating commu-
nity and fighting for 
civil rights in the 
Baltimore LGBT 
community from 
1975 to the pas-
sage of Baltimore’s 
“Gay Rights Bill.” 
The period saw the growth of pride in gay 
and lesbian identity, tensions between gay 
men and lesbians, the impact of AIDS, and 
the professionalization of the rights cam-
paign during the 1980s. 

Jody Landers, City Council member at 
the time the bill passed, will be on hand to 
describe the impact that negative opposi-
tion testimony during the bill’s hearing had 
upon his vote.

“BCHS is interested in all of our city 
stories, especially ones that have been 
hidden or untold. Looking at modern gay 
history is a great start for our society, 
which I hope will encourage historians to 
research and publish pieces about what 
life was like for those that ‘came before 
us’ from colonial times through the 1960s,” 
long-time activist and BCHS President Joe 
Stewart told baltimore OuTloud. “Certain-
ly historians can discover much valuable 
information, tell many interesting stories 
and bring to light new details on the lives 
of individuals who had to hide their sexual 
identity in the past.” 

Talk and Walk Through 
Baltimore LGBT History 

Mayor Kurt Schmoke at gay pride after gay rights bill passed, 1988
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June 29 2013   Utica Park   Noon-6pm   Rain or Shine!

The event is put on by The Frederick Center 
P.O. Box 3231 Frederick MD  

240-285-8327  •  thefrederickcenter@gmail.com
facebook.com/TheFrederickCenter

Master of CereMonies Comedian and Activist Sampson

 DJ DJ Jerrbear

 featureD speakers Senator Ron Young, Delegate Galen 
Claggett and Delegate Heather Mizeur

 perfoManCes by Araya Sparks, Ashley Bannks,  
Jasmine Phoenix and Dezi Minaj

 Where Utica Park, 10200-B Old Frederick Rd

Grab food from our vendors or pack your picnic baskets & coolers 
Join us for a kid-friendly day of fun, games, live music, and special guest speakers!
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Some of the 80 who purchased tickets for the GLCCB’s first annual “Pride 
with the Orioles” event on June 11.  It was the first LGBT group of that size to 
attend an O’s game at Orioles Park at Camden Yards, and organizers hope to 
increase the participation in subsequent years.  A portion of the money collect-
ed went to the GLCCB. As for the game, the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim 
was defeated by the Baltimore Orioles of Baltimore 3-2.   credit: Steve Charing

Featuring
Aurora Sterling

Eartha Quake Fontaine
Catarina Coutour

Ms. Biscuit
Jaymie Lynn Valentine

A Night of Glamedy 
Saturday June 28th 

at 10:30pm

JOIN US...
Saturday June 29th

Noon to 9pm      
Eat, Drink and be Merry-

followed by the... 

Fredrick Pride After Party Show
OVER THE RAINBOW

at 10:30pm
Featuring
Sue Nami 

Miss Gay Maryland 2009 
&

Jazmen Diamond 
Miss Gay Miss Gay Virginia America

FOAM PARTY
June 22nd

Event full of foam & frolick from daylight to twilight!

CRABFEAST AT THE CLUB
July 20th 4pm to Close

Sponsored by Baltimore OUTloud & The Club
Beneficiaries are:

New Light MCC Deacons Pantry & Moveable Feast
Bar Night Sponsored by ShipMates of Baltimore

Check out The Club website to order online Check out The Club website to order online 
OR call Baltimore OUTloud 410-802-1310

Tickets & Room Rates are available NOW 

RIVER RIDERS 3rd ANNUAL 
GAY PRIDE CELEBRATION 

June 23 at 12pm
River Riders Inc,

408 Alstadts Hill Rd
Harpers Ferry, WV  

GLAMALICIOUS 

Celebrate with The Club
Stop by and get your 
BBQ hot off the grill

• Cover $5 To Dance & Party!
• Weekend Cover Starts At 8:30PM
• State Issued ID Required
•  Separate Smoking Area/Billiards Room
•  The Club Eatery Menu Available All Night

• ATM/Credit Cards Accepted
• Parking Lot Security
• Discounted Room Rates @ Local Motels

Check Out Weekly Specials on Facebook

Mammoth Outdoor Recreational And Entertainment Area

A Multi-Plex Dance Club
Bar & Lounge

with

All Are Welcome
at “The Club”

5268 Williamsport Pike, RT.11 (Spring Mills 901 Ext#20 off I-81) 
Martinsburg, WV 25404  (304) 274-6080  Facebook.com/TheClubWV   
W,Th, F 6:00pm-3:30am  Sat 6:00pm-3:00am www.TheClubWV.com Clip

 th
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‘Pride with the 
Orioles’ a Hit
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neWS // NATIONAL

As the nation marks the opening of LGBT 
Pride month, executive directors from 34 
LGBT and HIV/AIDS organizations from 
across the United States have released a 
joint letter committing themselves and their 
organizations to re-engaging the broader 
LGBT community in the 
fight against HIV. While is-
sues like marriage equality 
and employment protec-
tions for LGBT workers 
have taken center stage, 
HIV continues to ravage 
the LGBT community.  Despite making up 
just two percent of the population, gay and 
bisexual men accounted for more than 63 
percent of new HIV infections in 2010.  In 
fact, gay men are the only group in which 
HIV infections are increasing. 

“We are at an important crossroad in 
our fight against HIV,” said National Minor-
ity AIDS Council Executive Director Paul 
Kawata.  “The evidence behind treatment 
as prevention, and expansions in health 
care coverage that will accompany imple-
mentation of the Affordable Care Act, have 
provided a unique opportunity to end this 
epidemic, which has ravaged our community 
for more than three decades.  But this will 
not happen without the full engagement of 
those most impacted by the disease, and no 
community has been more heavily affected 
than the LGBT community.  I am thrilled to 
be a part of this campaign to re-energize the 

Advocacy Groups: Remember HIV at Pride
LGBT response and work together to realize 
the vision of an AIDS-free generation.”

“It’s critical that the LGBT community re-
commits to the fight to end the HIV epidemic 
– pulling this issue out of the shadows and to 
the forefront of our conversations with policy 

makers and grassroots support-
ers. If we can build the same mo-
mentum we’ve generated toward 
protecting our families and ending 
discrimination, we can truly move 
toward a post-AIDS generation,” 
said Equality Federation Executive 

Director Rebecca Isaacs. Here’s an excerpt: 
Over the last 30 years, the [LGBT ] com-

munity has seen great strides in the move-
ment for full equality.  Much of this success 
is the result of a concerted movement, which 
was galvanized in response to the AIDS 
epidemic in the 1980s. In the decades since 
our movement has seen incredible victo-
ries. Unfortunately, our community hasn’t 
maintained the same momentum in our fight 
against HIV. Each day, more than 80 gay 
and bisexual men become infected with HIV 
in the U.S. Despite these alarming statistics, 
which have galvanized our community in the 
past, the HIV epidemic has seemed to fall 
by the way side.  Many in our community 
have simply stopped talking about the is-
sue.  This must change. t

The entire letter and accompanying vid-
eo can be viewed online at  equalityfedera-
tion.salsalabs.com. 

gLCCB BUiLDing SoLD
– continued from page 1 

nity, and set goals that strategically deter-
mine the path for the GLCCB over the next 
three to five years. 

Through the process of developing 
the strategic plan, Strategic Management 
Consulting conducted numerous phone 
and in–person interviews with key stake-
holders, including a survey during the 2012 
Pride Festival with 115 respondents from 
diverse backgrounds. The board and staff 
of the GLCCB completed a questionnaire 
and provided additional information and in-
put to supplement the community surveys. 

Thorn adds, “In order to meet the 
benchmarks of the strategic plan, we need 
continued community support. The GLCCB 
will remain in our 241 W. Chase Street facil-
ity for the immediate future as we assess 
options that are best suited towards serving 
the community and achieving the goals of 
the strategic plan to build long term success 
for the GLCCB and the community.” t

Chesapeake Pride 
River Cruise

 Saturday, June 22nd  *6:00 to 8:00pm   
Join us for the 3rd annual Pride Cruise aboard the Join us for the 3rd annual Pride Cruise aboard the 
beautiful Richard Lee, one of the last wooden tour 
boats to be built in the Chesapeake Bay.  Heavy 
hors d'oeuvres will be served, and a cash bar avail-
able. 
Departing from Discovery Village Marina, 4800 
Atwell Rd, Shady Side, MD. 
There's limited space on the boat, so get your tick-
ets quick before they're all gone! Visit www.chesa-
peakepridefestival.org to purchase your tickets 
today! 
*Boarding begins at 5:30pm, the boat will leave the 
dock promptly at 6:00pm, please call 410-867-6283 
for weather related cancellations, rain date is sched-
uled for June 23rd. For more info call 410-599-0273.

All proceeds benefit the 
Chesapeake Pride Festival 2013

August 3
at 

Mayo Beach Park
Edgewater, MD

The GLCCB also announced that Matt 
Thorn will assume the permanent po-
sition of Executive Director effective 
June 18, 2013. He had held the posi-
tion on an interim basis since March 
2013, after serving on the board of di-
rectors.

“The board strongly feels that Matt 
Thorn’s skills and experience will guide 
the GLCCB through this transition and 
the organization’s future,” said Michael 
McCarthy, board president. “We are 
thrilled that he will lead the GLCCB 
through what promises to be an ex-
citing period. Matt’s devotion to the 
GLCCB and to the sexual and gender 
minority community are strong indica-
tors that he will be successful in this 
position and move the organization for-
ward.” t

Matt Thorn Hired as 
Permanent 

Executive Director
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225 N Charles st   •  Baltimore   •  443-573-8444  •  GraNdhistoriCVeNue.Com

PERFECT IN EVERY DETAIL

Beautiful Weddings 
Begin Here

In Baltimore, there is no more iconic  
wedding venue than the legendary 

Grand Historic Venue. With our  
inspired catering, impeccable service 
and unmatched wedding expertise  

your day will be perfect in every detail. 

• 19 stunning function spaces

• Professional wedding planners

• Wide selection of catering options

TREM-31087_Wedding 411Ad_03.indd   1 4/11/13   4:15 PM

225 N Charles st • Baltimore

443.573.8444
GraNdhistoriCVeNue.Com

Featuring
45,000 square feet on five floors 

of  Distinctively Different 
Event Space

TAG Approved & LGBT Friendly

• 19 stunning function spaces

• Professional wedding planners

• Wide selection of  catering options

19 Ways To Say 
I Love You

at the GraNd historiC VeNue

Lord Baltimore Hotel

Celebrating History, Class & Charm

The Versailles Ballroom
• Styled and appointed with French Renaissance Design 

• Accommodates up to 140 people

The Calvert Ballroom
• Magnificent Baccarat® Crystal Chandeliers

• Accommodates up to 450 people

Also offering beautiful outdoor venue options and rooftop 
terrace views of Baltimore’s Regal Skyline.

20 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD 
LordBaltimoreHotel.com • 410.539.8400

TYING THE KNOT?
 Think of  us.

CHRISTOPHERSCHAFER.COM

800.252.5274
AbsoluteEntertainment.com

Absolute Entertainment
DJs • Live Music • Event Production • Specialty Lighting

www.bradleyimages.com
410-902-6664

BradleyImages.com • 410.902.6664
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• 19 stunning function spaces

• Professional wedding planners
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Catering
byUptown

CateringByUptown.com  
301.572.7744

Start with Appetizers...

Savor the Main Course... Celebrate!

Catering
byUptown

CateringByUptown.com  
301.572.7744

Start with Appetizers...

Savor the Main Course... Celebrate!

CateringByUptown.com
301.572.7744

Lord Baltimore Hotel

Celebrating History, Class & Charm

The Versailles Ballroom
• Styled and appointed with French Renaissance Design 

• Accommodates up to 140 people

The Calvert Ballroom
• Magnificent Baccarat® Crystal Chandeliers

• Accommodates up to 450 people

Also offering beautiful outdoor venue options and rooftop 
terrace views of Baltimore’s Regal Skyline.

20 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD 
LordBaltimoreHotel.com • 410.539.8400

5430 Vantage Point Rd Columbia MD 21044
410.730.4801 • Historic-Oakland.com

   like us on facebook  

Nestled in the heart 
of Downtown Columbia, 

a secluded manor 
and gardens await. 

Historic Oakland is the 
perfect getaway for 

gay and lesbian couples 
celebrating their 

happily ever after! Invitations by Beth
Offers a wide selection to choose from and can work 

with your ideas and art to create something truly unique.

410.486.9006
I n v I t a t I o n s B y B e t h . c o m

5485 Twin Knolls Road, Columbia MD 
410.997.1060 • Columbia.DoubleTree.com

W e d d i n g 4 1 1 O n D e m a n d . c o m
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state Office of the Attorney General referred 
the matter to the Philadelphia District Attor-
ney’s office. Ramsey hadn’t responded to 
the PAC report at press time, though his 
response was due by May 5. (Philadelphia 
Gay News – Timothy Cwiek at epgn.com)

Federal Appeals 
Court says school 
can out student
austin, texas – In 2009, Skye Wyatt, 
who was 16 at the time, was outed to her 
mother by her softball coaches at Kilgore 
High School in East Texas. It seems the 
coaches, Rhonda Fletcher and Cassandra 
Newell, had discovered that Wyatt was dat-
ing an 18-year-old named Hillary Nutt. The 
coaches believed Wyatt had started a ru-
mor that Nutt was Newell’s ex-girlfriend and 
that the coach herself was gay. So they 
proceeded to lock 
Wyatt in a locker 
room, where they 
allegedly threat-
ened and interro-
gated her, before 
kicking her off the 
team and outing 
her to her mom. 

Wyatt and her 
mother, Barbara, 
filed a federal law-
suit against Kilgore 
ISD and the coach-
es accusing them 
of violating Skye’s privacy. A federal district 
judge in Tyler ruled in favor of the Wyatts 
in November 2011, but last Friday, a three-
judge panel of the 5th Circuit reversed that 
decision, according to Courthouse News. 
“There is no clearly established law holding 
that a student in a public secondary school 
has a privacy right under the 14th Amend-
ment that precludes school officials from 
discussing with a parent the student’s pri-
vate matters, including matters relating to 
sexual activity of the student,” Judge Grady 
Jolly wrote for the majority.

It’s unclear whether Krause intends to 
appeal the 5th Circuit’s decision to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. But for now, the 5th Cir-
cuit’s decision appears to give schools a li-
cense to out students as gay to their parents 
– which, frankly, seems like a horrible idea. 
As the Wyatts’ original complaint stated: 
“Discrimination, bullying and the infliction of 
emotional trauma against students who are 
gay or believed to be gay is a nationally rec-
ognized problem. Defendants’ actions and 
policies exacerbate this problem and set a 

very harmful example to students, teachers, 
and parents in Kilgore ISD.” (dallas Voice 
at dallasvoice.com)

Porn industry 
fights California 
condom bill
Sacramento, California – The California 
legislature may soon require pornographic 
actors to wear condoms and other protec-
tive gear, reports BusinessWeek.com. The 
adult-film industry, which says it employs 
10,000 people in the state and adds more 
than $1 billion to the local economy, is 
threatening to move production out of Cali-
fornia if the bill becomes law. It’s a business 
that by some accounts produces 11,000 
films a year, 90 percent shot in California by 
200 production companies. The bill would 
require studios to ensure that performers 
are safe from sexually transmitted diseases 
by wearing condoms or other protective 
barriers during filming. Studios also would 
have to pay for hepatitis B vaccines and 
testing for other illnesses for any worker in-
volved in the production

Pornographers say the condom rule vio-
lates their First Amendment right to express 
themselves and would destroy the aes-
thetics of an industry built on fantasy and 
writhing flesh. Proponents argue the law is 
needed to protect workers, who some stud-
ies suggest suffer a higher rate of sexually 
transmitted diseases than legal prostitutes 
in Nevada.

Larry Flynt said all the latex will wreck 
the mood. “People don’t want to see adult 
films where people are wearing condoms,” 
Flynt, the porn mogul and publisher of Hus-
tler magazine, said in a telephone interview 
from Los Angeles. “It’s that simple. “You’re 
more likely to pick up someone in a bar in 
suburbia and catch HIV than you would in 
the adult-film industry,” Flynt said. “All the 
actors are tested. It’s the safest sex you 
can have.” But, Public-health advocates 
such as the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, 
the sponsor of the bill, have long pushed for 
tougher statewide workplace safety regula-
tions in the adult-film industry. “Part of our 
effort is about promoting safe sex and we 
think that this is a bad influence,” foundation 
President Michael Weinstein said in a tele-
phone interview. “We can’t and don’t want 
to control the content of the films in terms 
of any speech, but as a public-health entity, 
we are promoting safer sex and we’ve got-
ten more publicity about condoms from this 
campaign around porn than anything else 
we could have ever done.”

Activist seek 
federal probe of 
trans-woman’s 2002 
murder
philadelphia, pennsylvania – Encouraged 
by reports of an upcoming review of lethal 
force used by Philadelphia police, advo-
cates for Nizah Morris are pushing for a fed-
eral probe of her homicide. Representatives 
of the U.S Department of Justice will be in 
Philadelphia in July to assist with the review, 
requested by Police Commissioner Charles 

H. Ramsey. Morris 
was a transgender 
woman found with 
blunt-force trauma 
to her head shortly 
after she received 
a courtesy ride 
from Philadelphia 
police in 2002. Her 
homicide remains 
unsolved, and Mor-
ris’ relatives are 
concerned that po-
lice used excessive 
force while trans-
porting her.

Rich Wilson, 61, 
a longtime LGBT advocate, is endeavoring 
to form a committee to push for a federal 
probe of Morris’ death. “Apparently the feds 
are going to be here in July, so we should 
take advantage of that opportunity,” Wilson 
told PGN Wilson said anyone who wants to 
join the Justice For Nizah committee may 
contact him at pizzachocolate@yahoo.com. 
He said it’s logical to view the police as sus-
pects, because their sworn testimony about 
the Morris incident is directly contradicted 
by civilian witnesses. “The police version of 
events appears to be a bundle of lies,” Wil-
son said. “Naturally, if the last known people 
to be in the presence of a murder victim are 
lying, suspicion is going to fall on them.” He 
hopes to organize a town-hall meeting at 
the William Way LGBT Community Center 
to explore ways of securing a federal probe.

Wilson expressed particular concern 
that the unredacted police report in the 
Morris case was withheld from the city’s Po-
lice Advisory Commission until 2011. PAC 
members didn’t obtain a copy of the re-
port until eight years after it was written, at 
which time they said it was too late to ques-
tion police about it. In April, the PAC issued 
a report that recommends state and federal 
probes of the Morris case. Last month, the 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyonD the BeLtWay

nizah Morris

Skye Wyatt

(businessWeek.com – michael b. ma-
rois at http://www.businessweek.com/
news/2013-05-22/porn-makers -fighting-
condom- rule-as-california-pushes-protec-
tion)

Wounded in the attack

Arrest made in 
2009 shooting at 
Tel Aviv Gay Youth 
Center
tel aviv, israel – The GlobalPost.com 
reports that Israeli police arrested four 
suspects this week in connection with a 
shooting at a Tel Aviv gay youth center in 
2009. The shootings killed two people and 
sparked fears in the city’s gay community 
that they were targeted in a hate crime. The 
police announced that they are no longer 
treating the murders as a hate crime. Police 
spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said Friday 
that the attacks 
were personal in 
nature. Haaretz 
reported that the 
suspects were 
thought to be 
involved in orga-
nized crime. The 
newspaper said 
the killer may 
have been hired 
to murder some-
one at the Bar 
Noah youth club. 

Three of the 
male suspects 
appeared in 
court on last Friday, June 7. Another sus-
pect, who is said to be a gay rights activist, 
was also arrested for allegedly obstructing 
the police investigation into the murders. 
There are few other details as the court is 
under gag order. 

The arrests came on the eve of the gay 
pride parade in Tel Aviv, where politicians 
spoke out about the murder. Despite the po-
lice’s announcement, Culture Minister Limor 
Livnat said she still believes that the killing 
of young people was a hate crime. According 
to Haaretz, she said that “even if details are not 
yet fully known, it is obvious that the murder of in-
nocent youth is a hate crime.” Her words were in 
reference to the Israeli health ministry reconsider-
ing a bill to compensate victims of the attack. t  
(dave Gram / Associated Press at GlobalPost.
com at http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/
regions/middle-east/israel-and-palestine/130607/
tel-aviv-gay-youth-center-shooting-fou)
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1001 N. Charles St. 
Baltimore, MD
410-752-7133
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“We have set a goal to grow 
Baltimore by 10,000 families in the 
next decade, and I am proud to live 

in a state that now legally 
recognizes all of our families.”

We have much to celebrate in 2013!
As we continue our work to growAs we continue our work to grow

Baltimore, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
and the City Baltimore wish you a.....

mayor@BaltimoreCity.gov 

410.396.3835

www.BaltimoreCity.gov

@MayorSRB /Stephanie.Rawlings-Blake /MayorSRB
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thinKing oUtLoUD

This past couple of weeks is has been a 
cornucopia of events that have all impact-
ed trans rights and/or the public percep-
tions of trans folk. I will start off with this 
note from my dad sent to me one morning 
this past week:

“i just read about the book Warrior 
Princess. The Navy Seal Chris beck who 
is now Kristen beck, she is just beautiful. 
Just my note for the day.” – Pa

You may ask why that is significant? 
Well, first off that is my 75-year-old dad 
with that sentiment. He is not only support-
ive but thinks a trans woman is beautiful. 
The second was that he thought enough of 
that to share it with me. And my being his 
daughter, and his acceptance of me is a 
part of that note as well. I realize I am very 
lucky here but also realize my Dad’s views 
have progressed a great deal in the last 
five years. Today he is comfortable with 
being able to compliment a trans person. 
My dad was trying to say something nice 
about another human being, and he did.

But that leaves us with our former 
member of Seal Team 6. Ms. Beck is a 
twenty year Navy veteran and a former 
member of one of the most elite forces in 
the U.S. military. To say they are macho 
is an understatement. Ms. Beck could not 
reveal her true self in that environment for 
fear of reprisal and likely discharge. Which 
begs the question: Why can’t trans people 
serve? The key obstacle seems have been 
the notion, written into military code, that 
trans people are mentally ill. This has been 
undone by the release of the DSM5 which 
is the reference for such things in the men-
tal health community, just as homosexuali-
ty was removed in 1973. I note it has taken 
40 years to get to that point for trans folk 
and I am concerned that the U.S. military 
will wait until 2053 to take the next step al-
lowing trans service.

Other military services around the 
world, including U.S. allies Israel, Cana-
da, Australia and the United Kingdom, al-
low service to trans persons, many who 
perform exceptionally. The U.S. needs to 
catch up to the rest of the world; they are 

losing a talent pool that they have a huge 
training investment in. It is possible that 
they will see the light given the repeal of 
DADT has not resulted in the collapse of 
our military. Perhaps that will ease this in-
stitution into a comfort zone for trans folk. 
I hope we are talking about five years and 
not 40.

In Vermont the state Division of Insur-
ance issued a bulletin clarifying key pro-
tections for transgender Vermonters in 
health insurance. The bottom line, insurers 
can no longer exclude coverage for trans 
people. Vermont now joins California, 
Colorado, Oregon and the District of Co-
lumbia. For those who have no idea most 
insurers in the U.S., including state Med-
icaid programs, specifically exclude trans-
related health needs based on the fiction 
that they are not medically necessary – 
even if they offer those same services to 
cis-gender persons. Everybody deserves 
health care. I know there are efforts under-
way to make this the case in Maryland as 
well. Let’s hope we can catch up.

In the District of Columbia progress 
was made on identification documents, in 
specific birth certificates. The new law al-
lows individuals to request a new birth cer-
tificate that would reflect their gender iden-
tity and do so with only a written request 
and a signed statement from a licensed 
health care provider. Surgery is no longer 
a requirement. Further they changed ab-
surd and ancient requirement to list your 
name or gender change in the newspaper. 
Eighteen other states have eliminated this 
embarrassing practice. Maryland is not 
among them. And we have the same is-
sues with birth certificates and the MVA in 
Maryland.

The last bit of good news comes from 
Pocatello, Idaho, (population 54,810) 
whose city council passed an inclusive 
LGBT (yes T) non-discrimination ordi-
nance. I am told Pocatello has a higher 
percentage of Mormon residents than Salt 
Lake City. They fended off an “ID to pee” 
exemption amendment that would have 
required identification to use restrooms. 
They become the sixth city in Idaho to 
pass similar ordinances. Alas, like Mary-
land, they do not have a statewide bill so 
municipalities/counties are acting where 
their state legislature seems unable to. I 
did mention this was in Idaho right? 

Marylanders need to take note. Your 
state is not as progressive as you think it 
might be and others are passing us by. We 
need to catch up. 

Thanks for the note dad, please tell 
others you think a former Navy Seal is 
beautiful. It might just change a mind 
someplace. t

Playing 
Catch-up

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett
By vann MiChaeL
I was born in 1956 right here in Baltimore, 
so I guess that makes me very young! Yes 
I am the youngest of twins, she was about 
five minutes older than me. Growing up we 
were very close and that bond remains to-
day we go shopping and everything. My sis-
ter is very accepting which actually makes 
me very nervous at times. The funny part is I 
remember while growing up I used to uncon-
sciously hold my hand with a bent wrist. She 
would get really upset, saying, “That irks 
me!” My sister had a teacher in the fourth 
grade who was killed and I inquired why 
would someone do this to such a nice man. 
My mother said, “You 
don’t know about 
‘’those kind of people.” 
So I was informed early 
on that gay and trans-
gender people are not 
accepted and their 
lives were often taken 
because they were out 
in the open about who 
they were.

Club Astoria on 
Edmondson Avenue 
was close to my house 
and “those people” 
would come to the club 
dressed to the nines! 
Nice makeup and shiny 
boots and one day my 
mother heard me give 
someone a compliment. She immediately 
pulled me into the house and said sternly 
with strong conviction, “Don’t you ever say 
that again in public” so I became afraid to 
express my opinion about “those people.” I 
was ten or 11 and soon after I went into a 
sensory stage to make sure people knew I 
was not gay, lifting weights, chasing skirts, 
hanging out with guys and denying that I 
was gay. I found myself going through the 
motions during intimate moments with wom-
en as well. Although I didn’t know why at the 
time I remember fantasizing about being a 
woman. I was either a blonde or brunette, a 
James Bond type of woman. I wanted to be 
with Julian, I daydreamed about being a girl 
whose name was Autumn, but I never said it.

Ironically, I was exposed to gay and 
transgender people during the 1960s and 
70s because my father was gay. The first 
transgender person I saw was in my home, 
but my father acted so surprised. His friend 

brought the person to the house, so he was 
what some call on the down-low. As a min-
ister who led a congregation felt it was okay 
to be gay, as long as they kept it quiet, yet 
he was not very discreet. By the time I was 
12 or 13, I viewed my father as a hypocrite. I 
was the last to find out that he would secret-
ly be with men while married to my mother. 
He was a bully, and would get drunk, come 
home to argue and be obnoxiously unkind 
because he could not face himself. He did 
not treat my mother fairly, yet as women of-
ten did, my mother stayed with my father for 
reasons of family stability. 

During this time in my life my mother 
told me, “You’re just like your father,” which 
shaped many of my future actions. The word 
transgender did not exist then so you were 
gay. If a man dressed as a woman he was 
gay and when he dated me he was con-
sidered gay and I did not want to be him. 
I decided not to have children, I gave up 

the violin for the trumpet 
for fear of being beat up 
and perceived as a girl. 
Even as an adult I allowed 
people to censor me. In the 
locker room a co-worker in 
front of everyone said, “I 
think Watkins is a punk,” 
meaning an effeminate 
male, implying weakness. 
Pressured to fit in I told a 
few stories to get them off 
my back. I used to smoke 
weed hoping to slow the 
thoughts in my mind down. 
Instead, I kept badger-
ing myself, “You should’ve 
done this or that.” 

Around the time Mi-
chael Jackson became 

popular, I was inspired cut off my moustache 
and I was pressured to grow it back. Some-
one even sprayed cleaning products in my 
face unapologetically because she disliked 
my decision. Shaving it again was freeing, 
but did not satisfy my inner desires, I was 
not happy and I often walked with my head 
down. In the 80s I attempted to be intimate 
with a gentleman friend but he showed the 
wrong erotica videos. From that point I tried 
to push these feeling down, around 1982, 
the year my father died.

 In 2008 another co-worker announced 
in front of the employees, “I think that Wat-
kins is an undercover fag!” Ready to retali-
ate I decided to seek therapy to cope with 
my anger and I began to realize that I was 
gay, (so I thought). Now what do I do? We 
were just married in 2007, and I had met her 
friends and co-workers. I had to tell her. The 
words came out as a hammer strikes the 
head of a nail. “I’m gay.” t

Real Trans: 
Life Before 

Pride 

My sister had a 
teacher in the 

fourth grade who 
was killed and 
I inquired why 

would someone do 
this to such a nice 
man. My mother 
said, “You don’t 

know about ‘’those 
kind of people.”
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out there.
This continued disdain towards our 

community extends into bullying habits at 
schools. While jurisdictions have adopted 
anti-bullying initiatives, the bullying against 
LGBT teens and pre-teens or those who 
are perceived to be LGBT , has not waned 
significantly. Pressure needs to be applied 
to localities and school districts to help 
curtail these incidents. Bullying contributes 
to low self-esteem and dropping out and 
worse, suicides among the kids.

There are also issues on the national 
stage that need to be legislated like job 
non-discrimination, immigration reform as 
it pertains to LGBT people, and HIV/AIDS 
funding. Unfortunately the Republicans in 
the Congress have a stranglehold on any 
progressive legislation, and redistricting 
will keep them in place for an extended 
time.

So while I don’t want to cloudy up a 
sunny and bright Pride weekend espe-
cially in the aftermath of significant politi-
cal victories, reality has a way of seeping 
into the mix. We should all be proud of 
ourselves, our accomplishments, and 
the upward trends towards equality, but 
we should not rest on those laurels or be 
satisfied. Understand that our work is far 
from finished. t

And make no mistake, we can enjoy 
the benefits of marriage equality and oth-
er advances, but no matter the decisions 
by elected officials or votes at the ballot 
box, there are way too many people out 

there who do not like us. It 
may not be visible or obvi-
ous to casual observers, but 
it is quite apparent when we 
learn about violence direct-
ed towards our community.

You can see evidence 
of this “anonymous” vitriol 
spewed on blogs and other 
Internet-based threads that 
discuss LGBT rights. Hiding 
behind the security and ob-

scurity of a keyboard, folks from all over 
the country lash into our community with 
alarming intensity and frequency. Some 
of this is attributable to the culture they 
grew up in that breeds contempt for LGBT 
people; other causes are probably due to a 
backlash in the unprecedented rapidity of 
advances in LGBT rights.

As we have witnessed here, LGBT folks 
have been attacked, beaten or murdered 
simply because of who they are. Law en-
forcement can do their job and they try, but 
we need to be vigilant and conscious of our 
surroundings. There remains much hatred 

Pride is such a great time of year – es-
pecially when there have been notable 
victories in our never ending struggle 
to achieve full equality. Last year, we in 
Maryland celebrated the historic passage 
of marriage equality and we were in the 
midst of a referendum battle that created 
uncertainty but also a degree of activism 
on the part of the LGBT community that 
had not been seen in previous years. 

Every Pride, it seems, 
there is something differ-
ent we can cheer about 
and reflect upon our im-
proving fortunes, par-
ticularly in light of the 
struggles our predeces-
sors had to endure at the 
time of Stonewall – the 
consensus onset of Gay 
Pride.

This time around 
we have myriad rea-
sons to be proud. Mar-
riage equality was finally 
achieved in Maryland af-
ter many years of disap-
pointments. Having won 
last November at the bal-
lot box makes the victory 
even more gratifying 

Starting New Year’s Day, marriage 
for same-sex couples became legal and 
hundreds of couples have since rejoiced. 
At the Pride festival, there will be a mass 
wedding. How sweet is that? Thousands 
more will be afforded the same standing 
as our heterosexual counterparts if we can 
get key portions of the federal Defense of 
Marriage Act or DOMA repealed. 

Two other states joined Maryland on 
election night while another beat back a 
hostile constitutional amendment. Since 
then several others rapidly jumped on the 
bandwagon resulting in a total of 12 states 
plus DC that have legalized same-sex 

marriages and adding much momentum 
to the cause. Plus a few foreign countries 
joined the party. Moreover, some Republi-
cans (gasp!) in Congress announced their 
support for marriage equality. 

On top of that, we ea-
gerly anticipate a potentially 
historic Supreme Court rul-
ing on Prop 8 in California 
and DOMA. While most ob-
servers do not see sweep-
ing, broad rulings from the 
Court on these cases, both 
decisions could (and should) 
be favorable. We expect to 
find out by the end of Pride 
month. What timing!

Then in the world of sports – a major 
component of our culture – we witnessed 
for the first time male athletes coming out 
in pro basketball and pro soccer while ac-
tive as did a college basketball player. 
There were athletes from various sports 
publicly declaring their acceptance of a 
gay teammate with a whopping 92 percent 
of players in the National Hockey League, 
according to a recent survey, asserting 
that a gay teammate would be welcome. 

These developments, one would think, 
should put an added spring in the steps of 

the parade marchers 
on Saturday and make 
the rainbows a little bit 
brighter throughout the 
weekend. While we 
can bask in the glow 
of these victories and 
prospective ones to 
come, it goes without 
saying that there is so 
much, no, too much 
work to be done to be 
fully satisfied.

While basis pro-
tections for transgen-
der individuals exist in 
Baltimore City and in 
Baltimore, Howard and 
Montgomery counties, 
there continues to be 

a barrier at the state level. For the past 
few years, strong efforts to achieve non-
discrimination in housing, employment and 
public accommodations based on gender 
identity and expression remain elusive.

We also need to address the plight 
of those LGBT youth who have been dis-
carded by non-accepting family members 
or as a consequence of poverty and be-
come homeless. There is a disproportion-
ate amount of LGBT youth among the 
homeless in Baltimore and it is especially 
acute among trans youth. As such, home-
lessness among our youth increases the 
chances for violence, poor health and 
crime – as perpetrators or victims.

Be  Totally 
Proud But 
Not Totally 
Satisfied

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“While we can 
bask in the glow 
of these victories 
and prospective 
ones to come, 

it goes without 
saying that there 

is so much, no, too 
much work to be 
done to be fully 

satisfied.” 



16 t  BaLtiMore oUtLoUD    JUNE 14, 2013  •  bALTimOreOuTLOud.COm

qUaLity of Life

Those struggling with their sexuality or 
gender identity often feel a strong sense 
of obligation to their family, friends, and/or 
themselves to adopt a label such as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, trans, questioning or queer. It 
can be based on a belief, informed by exter-
nal and internal influences throughout their 
lives, that if we don’t, can’t or, God-forbid, 
won’t provide a convenient descriptor for an 
essential aspect of our being, we are inher-
ently defective. 

From an early age, we learn from our 
families, teachers, friends, and the media 
acceptable ways of expressing our gender. 
The cultural mores that define these norms 
are based on tradition. We learn directly – Q: 
“Daddy, why can’t I be a ballerina?” A: “Bal-
let is for girls, and football is for boys” – and 
indirectly – observing no boys in ballet class 
and no girls scrimmaging). If we want to fit 
in (and we do, especially when there is no 
other safe option), we must determine the 
level of deviance assigned to each “non-
normative” behavior by learning the range of 
the norm. We learn how outraged we should 
feel toward those who deviate, or how much 
you should hate yourself if you end up as the 
unlucky outsider. We also learn the appropri-
ate punishment for each behavior depending 
upon where it falls on the scale from “quirky” 
to “criminal.” Regarding criminal behavior 
and the LGBT population, keep in mind that 
it was only in 2003 that the US Supreme 
court decriminalized sodomy, no longer al-
lowing each state to make and enforce their 
own laws against it.

Out of love, our parents teach us what 
they value (what they want us to value), how 
we should behave (“don’t be selfish”) and 
the range of normal that is permissible for 
us as their children: in essence who we are 
expected to be. By example, they teach us 
what emotions we are allowed to acknowl-
edge, express, and/or discuss, and which 
ones are off-limits. And they teach us wheth-
er it is acceptable to have a gender expres-
sion or sexual orientation that is different 
from theirs. The boy who dreams of being 
a ballet dancer instinctively knows he’d bet-
ter not talk about it on the playground or his 

classmates will mock him mercilessly. Even 
though he doesn’t know quite what it is, he 
realizes there is something wrong with him, 
reinforced by verbal or nonverbal negative 
feedback from his environment. He then 
may attempt to gain approval by excelling in 
some other area valued by the authority fig-
ures in his life. But by then, he would already 
be engaged in a pattern of negative self-talk, 
and a sense of self-loathing.

Rejecting, distorting, or ignoring any 
core element of our own humanity (including 
sexuality or gender) is a sure-fire recipe for 
messed up relationships, poor self-esteem, 
overcompensation, and the development of 
self-destructive coping mechanisms. Larry 
Craig, the allegedly closeted Republican 
Senator who introduced and supported leg-
islation supporting “family values,” insisted 
he was straight even after being caught so-
liciting sex from a cop in a public bathroom. 
In Craig’s defense, the officer was arguably 
good-looking enough to make a straight man 
take a second glance. If Craig actually be-
lieved his claim of heterosexuality, he may 
have been compartmentalizing a sexual or 
gender identity that was irreconcilable with 
his political and religious beliefs (revealed 
in interviews, speeches and reflected in his 
legislation) that “out” non-heterosexuals (or 
openly LGBT persons) pose a threat to the 
natural order of the universe. Bye-bye family 
values, hello homos, pedos, of course, and 
straight-to-gay conversions for everyone!

Some who discover that their gender 
is evolving and no longer feel comfortable 
with their previous gender identifier have 
assigned so much significance to the label 
that they feel the loss of it is tantamount 
to losing themselves. They often have the 
sense that suddenly their past has a differ-
ent meaning, or worse, lost all its meaning. 
This isn’t quite rational, but emotions rarely 
are. More states are passing equal rights for 
same-sex marriage laws, a significant sign 
of progress; however, for many LGBT per-
sons the biggest challenge is internal rather 
than external: learning to accept and em-
brace themselves, no matter where they fall 
on the antiquated spectrum of “normal.”   t

douglas Chay (dchay@pridecounseling.
net) specializes in LGbT relationship coun-
seling and is director of the Pride Counsel-
ing Center in Columbia, maryland (410-744-
4867; Pridecounseling.net). 

The Gender 
Police

Love
Douglas Chay

Labor
The

of

A few weeks ago, I found out that my moth-
er-in-law passed away. Her death was not 
unexpected; she had been bed-ridden for 
ten months and had been in significant 
pain. I wanted her suffering to stop, and I 
feel badly that that meant she’d be leaving 
us. She was always very good to me, and 
I loved her. Rest in peace, Elinor!

To pay our respects, my husband, Da-
vid, and I made the trek to a small town 
near Charlotte, North Carolina, for the 
services. In terms of being an openly gay 
married couple, what we encountered that 
weekend was strikingly different than the 
last time we attended a funeral in that 
town.

Almost ten years ago, we went to the 
funeral of another of David’s relatives. At 
that time, we’d had a commitment ceremo-
ny, and I referred to David as my “partner.” 
I remember the social interactions with the 
North Carolina church-going folks to be 
very smooth. I even remember being in-
troduced to the pastor as David’s partner; 
he didn’t blink, and he was very friendly 
and chatty.

Fast forward to a few weekends ago, 
and it was quite a different scene. Be-
cause David and I had gotten married in 
Massachusetts in 2004, we now refer to 
each other as husband. And man what a 
difference this H word made.

Whenever my sister-in-law tried to in-
troduce us, she stumbled all over herself 
trying to say the H word. At one point, she 
referred to me as “Claudia,” David’s ex-
wife; he’s been divorced from her for ap-
proximately 15 years. At one point, I said 
to David, “Don’t let her introduce us any-
more. You jump in and do it, because we’re 
used to saying it.” That adjustment made 
things a bit better, but not much.

People looked at us with tight smiles 
and deer-in-the-headlight stares. Whereas 
they had no problem chit chatting with the 
out-of-town het relatives, we got a brief 
condolence, a pregnant pause, and then 
a good-bye. I got a little bit whiny at one 
point, and David said, “We need to keep 
doing this. They’re never going to get used 

to married couples like us unless they ex-
perience it.”

At one point, David introduced me as 
his husband to a woman with a frozen 
smile. Within ten seconds, she reintro-
duced me to her companion as “David’s 
friend, Gerry.” At another point, David’s 
aggressively Baptist brother-in-law de-
cided to sidle up to us and explain why all 
the Methodists didn’t really know what they 
believed, because they didn’t know their 
Bible as well as he did. This is the same 
guy who, the night before, jokingly begged 
us to take David’s aunt home with us so 
he would not have to be subjected to her 
anymore. He ended by saying, “I’d go live 
with you, but I couldn’t live in that house of 
sin.” (Thankfully, I didn’t hear him say that, 
but David caught it.)

Now, you might be asking me what this 
has to do with Pride. Well… everything.

It’s really hard to mourn the death of 
a parent, and it’s hard to juggle family is-
sues, managing your emotions, and deal-
ing with the public while you’re grieving. (I 
don’t know how Jewish people sit Shiva 
for a week.) We LGBT people do all that 
while fending off the disapproving and bul-
lying crap thrown at us by everyone from 
hate groups to well-meaning-but-clueless 
people who love us, including our families.

It isn’t just funerals and family events 
that call on us to be unreasonably strong 
just to live reasonably well. We do it at 
work, walking down the street, attending a 
show, watching TV or a movie… all day, 
every day. We get blamed for the existence 
of disease, harm done to children by our 
mere presence, hurricanes and tornadoes 
and floods, the fall of marriage and the 
family, and the decline of America. Then, 
the one time during the year we let our hair 
down and have a big public party celebrat-
ing that we’re still alive and kicking, the 
haters slam us for being degenerate party 
hounds.

What makes us truly amazing, admi-
rable people is that most of us manage to 
have relatively healthy, productive lives 
while simultaneously exerting huge effort 
to keep that jack boot off of our necks. We 
live our lives like anyone one else, but we 
have to work at least five times harder to 
do it.

I don’t know if any of us should be 
proud merely for being LGBT , though 
I think that part’s pretty cool. But we all 
should be damn proud for surviving and of-
ten thriving in the face of such bullshit. So, 
enough negativity. More rainbows, please. 
Let the celebration begin… be proud!  t

Learn more at baltimoreLifeCoach-
Gerry.com

Damn Right, 
I’m Proud 

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Like Us On Facebook!
www.facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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thinKing oUtLoUD

Yo, it’s Pride weekend! Good cheer and vi-
brations, and feelings of love are all around 
us. This energized, exciting atmosphere can 
make you feel even more connected – par-
ticularly if you are part of a couple. And who 
knows? If you’re single, you might just stum-
ble across that “hawt” prospect who has the 
definite potential to be an enduring lover or 
significant other.

 Therefore, in that case, you must have 
your romantic muscle in superb condition! 
You need to know how to nurture, tend to, 
and keep the romantic fires alive, vibrant and 
burning strong. 

 First though, let’s define the word ro-
mance. 

 According to romance expert and author 
L.A. Hunter, it “is the creation of an atmo-
sphere where (he/she) feels unconditional 
love and appreciation. You can turn down 
the lights, turn on the radio, take (he/she) by 
the hand, and ask (he/she) to dance in the 
kitchen. That’s romance.”

 Hunter continues, “At that moment, (he/
she) is the most important person in the 
world, and feels appreciated and loved.”

The expert/author adds, “The passion 
and excitement (he/she) will be feeling for 
you not only manifest itself in sex, but will 
also spill over into other aspects of the rela-
tionship. Sometimes it takes a few romantic 
encounters to get the best results – (he/she) 
may not be used to it, (he/she) may have 
been hurt by you and think you’re only doing 
it for sex. Hang in there, the payoff is within 
reach.”

 Samuel Stoddard, another romance 
expert, weighs in. “Being romantic is hard 
work. Some people think that romance is 
easy, that anybody can be romantic with 
very little work. This is not true.”

 But have no fear: your man Wyatt is 
here – and on the case! (Smile.) The fol-
lowing are my “Ten Commandments of ro-
mance,”–in descending order – that should 
get those romantic juices flowing. Of course, 
I employ these prime directives to flex my 
own romantic muscle!

 Wyatt O’brian evans’ “Ten Command-
ments of romance”

Do it up in red, baby! Red is romantic 

because it’s the color of love and passion.
Don’t forget the background music. This 

sets just the right mood. Not too loud, how-
ever.

Turn the lights down low. Stoddard 
explains, “Candles are romantic. Sunrises 
and sunsets are romantic. And kind of low 
light, you see, is romantic; hence, why din-
ner dates after dark are more romantic than 
lunch dates at noon.”

Offer up some chocolates. “When you 
give a box of chocolates to your beloved, it 
says, ‘You could pig out on this tub of lard 
and bloat out to three tons, but you’d still be 
the apple of my eye.’ It doesn’t matter if it’s 
true – it’s the message that counts,” accord-
ing to Stoddard.

Give teddy bears – and other tokens, 
trinkets of your love. It’s a cute romantic 
gesture! (And, don’t forget the massages!)

Have an evolved sense of style. Like 
try to be as suave and debonair as you can. 
Swagger’s good, too!

Hook your “boo” up with a pet name. 
Stoddard says, “To be romantic, you have 
to call each other names carefully crafted 
to make yourself and everyone around you 
throw up.” LOL.

Make it personal. It’s kind of romantic to 
buy a “mooshy” greeting card for your boo – 
but to be really romantic, you’ve gotta sign it.

Remember birthdays and anniversa-
ries! “Lawd,” need I say more? (Nah! Didn’t 
think so.)

1. Give of your time. One of the re-
quired and essential ingredients of romance 
is your time, point blank period. There just 
ain’t no “gittin’” around it. 

 Additionally, let’s not forget just quietly 
“kickin’ back” together in the living room, 
perhaps with a roaring fire, discussing the 
minutiae of your day, reconnecting with one 
another. Afterwards, retire to your candle-lit 
bedroom, which is of the right temperature, 
with just the right amount of incense wafting 
through – and with songs of luv playing softly 
in the background. 

 Let me add that I’m a strong proponent 
of effective communication. If the two indi-
viduals experience difficulty in articulating 
their feelings, needs, desires, etc. to each 
other, their so-called “relationship” or “part-
nership” doesn’t have a ghost of a chance.

 So, there you have it. Now, jump to it! 
Inject some good “ole quality romance” into 
your relationship/partnership. You’ll be so 
glad ya did, because the payoff is rich… and 
well worth it!  t

The author is a journalist, instructor, mo-
tivational speaker and author of NothiNg CaN 
tear Us apart – UNCeNsored and its upcom-
ing sequel rage. more at Wyattobrianevans.
com.

Pride Romantic

Swings
Mood

Wyatt O’Brian Evans

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

p is for pride: our own – How do you ex-
press your pride in our GLBT community? It 
might be by participating in planning and or-
ganizing for Pride Weekend or it might be just 
being there and watching the parade. Maybe 
you express your pride with a bumper sticker 
or a flag. Maybe you simply hold hands in 
public.

What happens to your personal pride 
once Pride is over for the year? Maybe you 
wrap it in a rainbow flag and store it away for 
next year. 

We hope you keep it with you, take it 
out and polish it at least once a week. Take 
a souvenir home that will remind you of the 
liberated feeling of Pride Weekend, and on 
Monday, take it to work and put it somewhere 
you will see it daily.

Many GLBT people are open about who 
they are everywhere but at work. If 
this is your situation, consider break-
ing that barrier too. There’s no need 
to make a special announcement. 
Put a framed photo of your partner 
on your desk, and when you’re asked 
who that is, quietly tell the truth.

r is for responsibility – We 
have a responsibility to take care of 
the disenfranchised members of our 
community. Many are sex workers 
(almost all male and transsexual) or 
GLBT youth who have been thrown 
out of their homes by their parents. 
Both these groups have great dif-
ficulty in finding legal employment. 
They have exceptionally high rates 
of violent death, whether by suicide 
or attacks from others. Find orga-
nizations that work to help these 
community members, and offer your 
time and/or money.

i is for intimacy – Definition of 
intimacy: a close, familiar and usual-
ly affectionate personal relationship 
with an individual or group. Intimacy 
is one of the basic emotional needs 
that all people require for a satisfy-
ing life. Many people’s enjoyment of 
Pride is based on the opportunity it 
provides to share an easy intimacy 

with a large group of people. 
Many of us lead very rushed and crowd-

ed lives, with too many hours at work and 
not enough time for our friends and part-
ners. Communication has shifted from in-
person and phone to electronic methods. 

These changes can isolate us and make 
us lonely, and can even isolate partners 
from each other. Intimacy can be developed 
in many ways, but it is most likely to result 
from shared in-person activities which are 
active rather than passive. 

Conversation and shared walks are 
good tools for developing intimacy, while 
passive activities like watching TV or mov-
ies are not. Often, intimacy between cou-
ples in new relationships excludes their 
friends. It is unhealthy to direct all your 
emotional intimacy to one person.

D is for Dignity: Keep yours! – It’s 
important that the Pride celebration not be 
drowned in beer. Eat a meal or good sized 
snack before drinking beer or any other 
form of alcohol. Limit yourself to 1 drink 
if you weigh less than 135 pounds. If you 
weigh more than 135, limit yourself to two 
drinks.

e is for exceptional – Baltimore Pride 
is one of the best Pride festivals around. 
Come and enjoy it! t

Send your questions to dreva@balti-
moreoutloud.com

heaLth

Healthy 
Pride 2013

The first Mr. and Miss Quest – 
Chris Stone and trixie



18 t  BaLtiMore oUtLoUD    JUNE 14, 2013  •  bALTimOreOuTLOud.COm

faith

By JiM WiLLiaMS
This spring, Rev. Tim 
Hughes was ordained 
and installed as As-
sociate Pastor of 
Brown Memorial Park 
Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church, located 
in the historic Bolton 
Hill neighborhood of 
Baltimore.  Tim is one 
of the first openly gay 
Presbyterians to be 
ordained since the 
denomination revised 
its ordination stan-
dards in 2011.  He came out about ten 
years ago while attending Princeton Semi-
nary.  “Seminary was actually a wonder-

Presbyterians Ordain Gay Minister

rev. tim hughes

On Sunday, April 7th, it was announced at 
Grace and St John’s United Methodist Church 
that the two churches would be forming a 
blended cooperative parish.  A blended coop-
erative parish is a sharing of ministries and vi-
sion between two churches, with the blending a 
uniquely designed relationship is crafted by the 
congregations in consultation with one another. 
The partnership will begin July 1, 2013.

Grace UMC is located on the northern bor-
der of Baltimore City and serves a congregation 
of 1000 members. Grace has a strong mission 
outreach program and supports missions local-
ly and around the world.  Grace became a Rec-
onciling Congregation in October 2010 and is 
the only large UM congregation in the Baltimore 
metro area that is.   Since that time, it has been 
working with the LGBT community on various 
issues most recently marriage equality in Mary-

land which passed in the state election last fall.
St. John’s UMC is located in the midtown 

area of Baltimore near Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and has a congregation of 130 mem-
bers.   It is a small congregation with a long 
history of advocacy and outreach.  In Octo-
ber 1985, St John’s became the 13th rec-
onciling congregation in the United States 
and has worked hard for the full inclusion of 
LGBT persons in the UMC.

This new arrangement will strengthen 
the visibility of the United Methodist Church 
in the city.  Both congregations are looking 
forward to the many new potential minis-
tries, which will have a great impact on our 
beloved city of Baltimore.

The members and friends of both Grace 
and St. Johns wish the Baltimore LGBT com-
munity a happy pride week. t

 

 
Grace United Methodist Church in partnership with St. John’s UMC

When any Christian Church celebrates the 
ministry and leadership of LGBTQ people 
during a worship service it is good news. 
When a Jewish Rabbi gives the sermon 
during that service it is great news! 

On Sunday, June 9th, Rabbi Elizabeth 
Bolton joined Rev. Tom Harris at Govans 
Presbyterian Church for 
their More Light Sunday. 
“More Light” is Presbyterian 
speak for LGBTQ equality 
in the church and society. 
Rabbi Bolton preached a 
message about the multi-
faceted nature of God’s cre-
ation from Genesis chapter 
1. That creation according 
to Bolton’s thoughtful inter-
pretation goes far beyond 
the dualistic categories like 
male and female that many 
people assume. At the end of the service, 
Rabbi Bolton led the congregation in a 
rousing closing song in a round as she 
danced and directed between congrega-
tion and choir. 

Rabbi Bolton will soon be leaving the 

More Light Sunday

rabbi elizabeth Bolton & 
rev. tom harris
credit: Daniel McGarrity

Baltimore area to serve Congregation Or 
HaNeshama in Ottawa, Canada. 

“I’ve worked with Liz for LGBTQ equal-
ity for years. I wanted to make sure she 
came to Govans to share a message be-
fore she moved,” explained Harris.

One portion of the Govans Presbyte-
rian Purpose Statement 
says, “We find profound 
expressions of God’s love 
outside the walls of our 
church and the confines of 
our community, and incor-
porate them in the life and 
worship of the church.”

“Having Rabbi Bolton 
join us and share her mes-
sage was a perfect way to 
live out our purpose.” said 
Rev. Harris.

After the service, the 
congregation gathered with Rev. Harris 
and Rabbi Bolton for fellowship and rain-
bow themed refreshments. They played 
LGBTQ trivia and Rabbi Bolton even 
walked away with a set of fashion rainbow 
earrings from the free raffle. t

ful place to wrestle faithfully 
with the Bible and my under-
standing of God, Tim recalls.  
“While challenging at times, 
the struggle itself has actually 
made my faith deeper and my 
community richer.”

Tim looks forward to his 
ministry at Brown Memo-
rial Park Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, which reflects the 
boundary-breaking, subver-
sive love of God.  

Young and old, rich and 
poor, male and female, gay 
and straight all are welcome 

to share in Christ’s ministry of peace, love 
and justice for all. Their website is Brown-
downtown.org. t

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St at Northern Parkway

 Baltimore, Md., 21210
410-433-6650

www.graceunitedmethodist.org

 

Grace Church Wishes You a Happy Pride.  
We will be marching in the parade with the 

Reconciling Congregations of Baltimore:
Bethesda United Methodist on Harford Road, 

Grace United Methodist on North Charles, 
Old Otterbein United Methodist on W. Conway, 

and St. Johns United Methodist on St. Paul Sreet.and St. Johns United Methodist on St. Paul Sreet.
 

Come visit us at our display in the park on Sunday.

Grace United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation Welcoming ALL, 

and ALL Means ALL.

A New Ministry in Baltimore!
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 infection 
or AIDS. To control HIV-1 infection and 
decrease HIV-related illnesses you must 
keep taking STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about how to 
reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms 
to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or 
other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side 
effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic 
acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, 
unusual (not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea or 
vomiting, feeling cold especially in your 
arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, 
and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a long 
time. In some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when used 
for lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief Summary on 
the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine adefovir 
(Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD may 
also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do regular blood and urine 
tests to check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. If you 
develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking 
STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. Your 
immune system may get stronger and 
begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. Tell 
your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be sure to 
tell your healthcare provider if you have 
or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
STRIBILD may affect the way other 
medicines work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep a list of 
all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not 
start any new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at 
least 2 hours before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not known if STRIBILD 
can harm your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you become 
pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed. 
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby in 
breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into breast milk, 
and it is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing 
Information with important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 infection 
or AIDS. To control HIV-1 infection and 
decrease HIV-related illnesses you must 
keep taking STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about how to 
reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms 
to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or 
other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side 
effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic 
acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, 
unusual (not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea or 
vomiting, feeling cold especially in your 
arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, 
and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a long 
time. In some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when used 
for lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief Summary on 
the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine adefovir 
(Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD may 
also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do regular blood and urine 
tests to check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. If you 
develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking 
STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. Your 
immune system may get stronger and 
begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. Tell 
your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be sure to 
tell your healthcare provider if you have 
or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
STRIBILD may affect the way other 
medicines work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep a list of 
all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not 
start any new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at 
least 2 hours before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not known if STRIBILD 
can harm your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you become 
pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed. 
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby in 
breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into breast milk, 
and it is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing 
Information with important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fl uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  fl ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  fl uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with fl uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fl uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  fl ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  fl uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with fl uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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John WaterS intervieW
– continued from page 1 

days.
gS: Where did you go?
JW: From the front door of my Balti-

more house to the front door of my San 
Francisco apartment.

gS: in addition to being an author, 
filmmaker and aficionado of distinctive 
holiday music, you are also a stage per-
former, with your This Filthy World live 
show, for example. What do you enjoy 
about performing in front of an audience? 

JW: I can always play myself easier than 
I can play somebody else. I like writing the 
material. It’s another writing job. It’s another 
way for me to tell stories. I meet my audi-
ence. I test jokes and I can talk about some-
thing that happened that very day. It’s some-
thing that is constantly revitalized, I hope, 
and updated. I sing for my supper, that’s 
how I make my living.

gS: Can you see a 
significant evolution of 
This Filthy World since 
you first performed it?

JW: It came from 
when Divine and I used 
to go to colleges and 
show the movies. It 
would be a five- or ten-
minute introduction and I 
would come out dressed kind of like a hippie 
pimp in shirts with shrunken heads on them. 
I think (punk musician and actor) Stiv Bators 
wore that same shirt in Polyester years later. 
I would talk about nudist camp movies and 
things that nobody else ever talked about 
then. Then I would introduce Divine and 
he would come out. His act was very much 
like the act that was in Female Trouble. He 
would rip a telephone book in half. He would 
throw dead fish in the audience. Then, if we 
had more of a budget, if it was a bigger city, 
we would have a fake cop – because I had a 
stolen police uniform and a short-haired wig 
– and we would cast some cute guy as the 
cop who would come on stage and pretend 
to take us away for obscenity and Divine 
would strangle the cop. The audience would 
cheer and the movie would start. That’s how 
it began. And I’m sure it never could be that 
good [laughs]. Now it’s gotten to the point 
where I don’t show my movies, I don’t even 
talk that much about my movies, because it 
has become much more of a spoken word 
act. I was influenced by the baggy pants co-
medians that I used to see at the Gaiety Bur-
lesque in Baltimore at the end of vaudeville. 
I’m probably the only film director that has a 
standup act. No, Kevin Smith does, too. He 

has one. His is very good.
gS: are there any new music compi-

lations on the agenda – perhaps one with 
a same-sex marriage theme?

JW: [Laughs] Maybe same-sex divorce. 
That would be, to me, a newer subject. I al-
ways said if you want to make money, in-
vest in gay divorce and tattoo removal. Two 
of the biggest growth industries we’re going 
to have in the next decade. I doubt I’ll do 
another compilation, the record business is 
not so great and I love those two albums, 
but I did not have a great relationship the 
company that put them out. I think they 
bungled it. You know what? Everybody says 
that about music. Except now I have proof 
[laughs]. I think I was kind of soured from 
that experience, even though I was really 
pleased with the music. They were received 
quite well. I always wanted to do one called 
breaking up with John Waters. All great mu-
sic is about breaking up. You ever heard a 
good, soulful song about a happy, functional 

marriage? I don’t know 
of any. They’re usu-
ally like, [sings] “Love 
and marriage…,” Doris 
Day or something. And 
I like that, too. I think 
that breaking up usually 
inspires more songs. I 
had a great picture of 
me that was never used 
from when we released 

Cry-baby. I had a shot of every star at the 
end with a single tear, crying like Cry Baby. 
I shot one of myself, and that would be the 
cover.

gS: Do you think you will ever cre-
ate a sitcom or dramatic series for tele-
vision?

JW: I have already written Hairspray as 
a pilot, so, yes, I think it would certainly be 
possible. I’m not saying against it. I think TV 
certainly has as much freedom as indepen-
dent film does and you’re paid better and 
there’s more chance of getting it made.

gS: Do you have any new movies in 
the works?

JW: I don’t spend a lot of time doing 
that because I think the independent film as 
I knew it is over right now. They want me 
to make a movie for half a million dollars, 
which I’ve done, and have no desire to do 
again. The rest of my career is going bet-
ter than it ever has in my whole life. Right 
now I can’t afford to make movies. I had a 
meeting this week about another movie. I’m 
still trying to make them, but the business 
has radically changed. It’s great if you’re 
16 or 18 and starting to make movies, it is 
the best time ever. Hollywood is looking for 
you. t

The incredible value of education.
www.ccbcmd.edu

CCBC BOX OFFICE:
443.840.ARTS  |  www.ccbcmd.edu/arts  

JUNE 14 – 30
 MAINSTAGE

JUNE 15 – 30
CABARET

  
COCKPIT in COURT

2013 SUMMER THEATRE SEASON

LiveLy artS // PERSONALITIES



BaLtiMore oUtLoUD  JUNE 14, 2013  •  bALTimOreOuTLOud.COm  t  25 

LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve Charing
Most of us probably do not know what actually goes on 
behind the stark, sturdy walls of a traditional convent. We 
believe that such an edifice would reflect austerity, include 
much prayer as well as “proper” behavior among the nuns. 
Not so with the Order of the Little Sisters of Dundalk – yes, 
Dundalk, Maryland – whose loopy, hilarious antics take 
us on an irreverent, non-stop ride, while good-naturedly 
spoofing Catholicism and nuns themselves in Nunsense, 
now playing at Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Baltimore. 

Dan Goggin superbly penned the book, music and lyr-
ics for this farce and as such, Nunsense, which debuted in 
1985, became the second-longest running off-Broadway 
show in history, behind the Fantasticks. 

The production at Toby’s is mostly a madcap combi-
nation of vaudeville and slapstick with an ample supply 
of puns and outstanding music that keeps the audience 
howling in laughter. Add to the mix an amazingly talented 
ensemble under the direction of Mark Minnick and you 
have one terrific show.

This isn’t a plot-heavy musical but the set-up and sto-
ryline is as funny as it is improbable, especially if you con-
sider nuns riding bicycles, donning feathers, and inhaling 
poppers as improbable.

Five of the surviving Little Sisters of Dundalk (regional 
productions tend to localize it), a one-time missionary or-
der that ran a leper colony on an island south of France, 
discover that their cook, Sister Julia, Child of God, acci-
dentally killed the other fifty-two residents of the convent 
with her botulism-laden vichyssoise while the quintet was 
off playing bingo. 

Upon discovering the disaster, Reverend Mother Sis-
ter Mary Regina (terrifically played by Jane C. Boyle) had 
a vision in which she was told to start a greeting card 
company to raise funds for the burials. The greeting cards 
were successful and, assuming there was plenty of mon-
ey, the Reverend Mother miscalculated and purchased a 
blu-ray player for the convent, leaving her with no money 
left to pay for the last four burials. 

With the deceased nuns in a freezer (“My four girls on 
ice,” as the Reverend Mother puts it), they decide to put 
on a variety show to raise the necessary amount. 

Involved in this endeavor are Mother Superior Mary 
Regina, a former tightrope circus performer; her com-
petitive but dignified rival, and Mistress of Novices Sister 
Mary Hubert (Jesaira Glover); Sister Robert Anne (Heath-
er Marie Beck), a “streetwise” nun from Brooklyn; Sister 
Mary Leo (Celia Blitzer who also is the costume designer), 
a novice who is determined to be the world’s first ballerina 
nun; and clueless Sister Mary Amnesia (Elizabeth Rayca), 
who lost her memory when a crucifix fell on her head but 
somehow learned ventriloquism at the convent and per-
formed with her hand-puppet Sister Mary Annette. Get it?

The five performers all excelled, and unquestionably 
they were having as much joy as the audience. They 
were funny and punny with more ham doled out than a 
church breakfast. They execute crazy dance routines and 

frequently interact with the audience 
to include an audience quiz sans rul-
ers across the knuckles for a wrong 
answer.

And can they ever sing! Under the 
superb musical direction of Pamela 
Wilt, the ensemble took Goggin’s 
score and lyrics to a higher place. 
Flawless as a group, scintillating as 
solos or duets, the magical voices of 
the performers are like a miracle.

Elizabeth Rayca’s high soprano, 
pitch-perfect voice soars, and her come-
dic soliloquies leave the audience in hys-
terics. Jane C. Boyle, who played Golde 
in Toby’s Columbia recent presentation 
of Fiddler on the roof, is outstanding 
in her vocals and comedic skills and a 
commanding presence on stage. And Jesaira Glover, who also 
keeps the comedy on track can truly belt them out. 

Numbers in the first act, such as “Benedicite,” performed 
by Celia Blitzer, “Playing Second Fiddle” (Heather Marie 
Beck), “Taking Responsibility,” “So You Want to be a Nun” 
(Elizabeth Rayca), “A Word 
from the Reverend Mother, 
and “Turn Up the Spotlight 
(Jane C. Boyle) are stand-
outs. 

The second act features 
notable songs including “A Mi-
nor Catastrophe” performed 
by the ensemble, “Just a 
Coupl’a Sisters” (Boyle and 
Jesaira Glover), “I Just Want 
to be a Star” (Beck), and the 
fantastic, rousing finale “Ho-
lier Than Thou” performed by 
the cast.

One of the cleverer mo-
ments occurred when a 
movie featuring heroic nuns 
in film was shown. It started 
off with The Sound of mu-
sic. Okay, that’s a good one. 
But then through the magic 
of editing, the documentary 
devolved by inserting nuns 
in such classics as Psycho, 
Star Wars, and Jaws.

That’s the kind of show 
Nunsense is and it is a 
must-see. It blends goofy 
comedy with toe-stomping, 
hand-clapping, perfectly de-
livered songs and it never 
takes itself seriously at any 
point. It’s not the type of be-

An Abundance of Nunsense 
at Toby’s Baltimore

nuns like you don’t remember from St. Mary’s parochial!

havior nuns would ordinarily partake in, but some might 
wish they do. t

NUNseNse runs through July 14. The play runs 135 min-
utes, with an intermission. For tickets call the box office at 
410-649-1660 or visiting Tobysdinnertheatre.com.



26 t  BaLtiMore oUtLoUD    JUNE 14, 2013  •  bALTimOreOuTLOud.COm

gives a terrific performance as the sing-
er, and the film has a nice collection of 
catchy tunes, but the real scene stealers 
are Robert Preston as the self-described 
“old queen” who molds Victoria into Victor, 
and Lesley Ann Warren as the floozy who 
thinks her boyfriend has turned gay when 

he shows interest in Victor. Delightful from 
beginning to end.

Another drag comedy to look for is To 
Wong Foo, Thanks for everything, Julie 
Newmar. Made to cash in on the success 
of The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of 
the desert, this one find Patrick Swayze, 
John Leguizamo, and Wesley Snipes as 
unlikely drag queens stranded in a small 
town when their car breaks down, and they 
help the locals learn the value of tolerance. 
It may not be as deep as Priscilla, but it’s 
still fun… and you even get a RuPaul cam-
eo as Miss Rachel Tensions.

Trick is a surprisingly charming indie 
film about a guy who meets a male stripper 
on the subway and then spends half the 
night trying to find someplace to hook up. 
Once they do, can a relationship survive 
when your friends think no one can have 
a future with a stripper? The film stars 
Christian Campbell (Neve’s brother) and 
JP Pitoc. The real surprise, however, is 
Tori Spelling breaking out from her father’s 
shadow. She really gives a wonderful per-
formance and holds the film together.

If you want to go a bit more dramatic, 
brokeback mountain is the modern bench-
mark for gay-themed films. It may be a little 
too heavy in its depiction of a forbidden 
love between two cowboys over the years, 
but its message of how intolerance can de-
stroy lives still resonates today. Transam-
erica stars Felicity Huffman as a transgen-
dered female who learns that her surgery 
has been approved… but the sudden ap-
pearance of an unknown 17-year-old son 
throws her life into turmoil. While not as 
heavy as brokeback, the film mixes laugh-
ter and tears with a terrific performance 

LiveLy artS 

By ChUCK DUnCan
It’s Pride month and the LGBT communi-
ty will be out in force in cities across the 
country, marching in parades, attending 
festivals and dancing into the wee hours of 
the morning. But once you’re partied out… 
or just a homebody by nature… what bet-
ter way to enjoy the month than by catch-
ing a movie? Your best bet will be a DVD 
rental or purchase, but you may also be 
able to catch one particular movie on the 
big screen if it happens to be playing in 
your area.

That theatrical film is the wonderful 
documentary, i Am divine. The film, pro-
duced by the same people who did films 
on the lives of director William Castle, porn 
icon Jack Wrangler and gay icon Vito Rus-
so, have worked closely with John Waters, 
the late Frances Milstead and others from 
the Dreamland days and beyond to paint a 
loving portrait of the man, and the woman, 
who left us much too soon. The film traces 
Divine’s (or rather, Glenn’s) childhood and 
teenage years – including an interview with 
his high school sweetheart! – his meeting 
with Waters, his notoriety after Pink Fla-
mingos and the acclaim that started to 
come after Polyester and culminated with 

Hairspray. The film is informative, enlight-
ening, funny and ultimately sad when we 
realize what could have been, and really 
should not be missed. To find out if i Am 
divine will be playing at a festival near 
you, visit Divinemovie.com.

If you want to stay in and catch a flick 
with friends or a significant other, video is 
the way to go. The following list is by no 
means definitive, but rather just a few titles 
that I find entertaining and hope you will to.

If you like musicals, then you can’t 
miss with Blake Edwards’ Victor Victoria, 
the story of a down-on-her-luck chanteuse 
who is convinced to pretend to be a man 
pretending to be a woman. Julie Andrews 

Celebrate Pride Month at 
the Movies

from Huffman.
These are just a few films to consid-

er, but there are many more days in the 
month so consider adding these titles to 
your list as well: Torch Song Trilogy, Vel-
vet Goldmine, The rocky Horror Picture 
Show, The birdcage, La Cage aux Folles, 
The boys in the band, in & Out, beauti-
ful Thing, Girls Will be Girls, but i’m a 
Cheerleader, The broken Hearts Club, 
boys don’t Cry, i Love You, Phillip morris, 
die mommie die, Psycho beach Party, 
mommie dearest and All About eve (not 
gay-themed but they do have a large gay 
following). Happy Pride! t

paring and packaging hundreds of nutri-
tious meals for the clients Moveable Feast 
serves,” says Greg Zechman, president of 
New Wave Singers of Baltimore. Moreover, 
a group of chorus members and their part-
ners staffed one of the Ride for the Feast 
pit stops.

The message of “beautiful dreams” was 
also aimed a recognition of the importance 
of motivating us to work and do our best 
for the greater good around us. Acknowl-
edging the strife and tragedy that exists in 
the world, Adam Koch, the Artistic Direc-
tor and Conductor of New Wave, explains 
that dreams of those that do their part 
create harmony amidst the chaos. “This 

is beauty New 
Wave cannot 
help but sing 
about the beau-
tiful dreamers 
and dreams 
that cover our 
amazing world.”

Indeed, the 
first act of the 
concert was 
dedicated to 
serious choral 
music that ex-
presses a de-

sire for a better world. Selections, such as, 
“How Can I Keep From Singing,” “Till the 
Stars Fall from the Sky,” “The World of Our 
Dreams,” “Beautiful Dreamer” and “Hand 
in Hand” were truly inspirational and per-
formed exquisitely.

The second act, considerably lighter in 
mood and with a higher tempo, was com-
prised of Broadway numbers that included 
more varied arrangements. For these, the 
chorus split into smaller components for 
several selections. 

Among the songs were “I Believe” from 
Spring Awakening, “Dancing Through Life” 
from Wicked, “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best 
Friend” from Gentlemen Prefer blondes 
performed by the female members flashing 
sparkling rainbow-colored rings, “Who Will 
Love Me As I Am” from Side Show, and the 
finale “Everybody Rejoice” from The Wiz. 

The concerts drew standing ovations 
solidifying New Wave’s glowing reputation 
as an important and talented force in our 
community. The group has been duly re-
warded with an opportunity to perform for 
the first time at Baltimore’s Artscape on July 
21st. 

You see, some dreams do come true. t

By Steve Charing
The New Wave Singers of Baltimore (New-
wavesingers.org) kicked off Pride month in 
fine style with a beautifully crafted concert 
that took place at two locations in two days 
over the June 1-2 weekend. The first con-
cert played at the First Unitarian Church of 
Baltimore, and the second was at Govans 
Presbyterian Church the next day. 

Both drew sizable crowds that were 
clearly appreciative of the performances. 
The concert at First Unitarian took place 
in a non-air-conditioned venue causing 
the nattily-attired singers and musicians 
to work hard under less than stellar condi-
tions on a very warm and muggy evening. 
Fortunately, the perfor-
mance at Govans was 
aided by air conditioning.

The concert was titled 
“Beautiful Dreamers,” 
which was reflective, in 
part, of the group’s new 
partnership this past year 
with Moveable Feast 
(Mfeast.org), the Balti-
more-based organization 
that provides nutritious 
meals and other services 
at no cost to people with 
HIV/AIDS, breast cancer, 
and other life-threatening conditions. The 
New Wave Singers wanted to support the 
community in a tangible way, and that is 
why Moveable Feast was selected. This 
new collaboration paid off as New Wave 
raised $2,600 from concerts last Decem-
ber for the organization.

In addition, “the group’s members and 
supporters have volunteered numerous 
hours in Moveable Feast’s kitchen, pre-

‘Beautiful Dreamers’ 

‘Motivating us to work for the greater good’
credit: Steve Charing

NEW WAVE SINGERS
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As they present an LGBT History  
of the early years.

Thursday,  June 20 - 7:00 p.m.  
a reception and talk at 7:30

PLEASE JOIN 
The Baltimore City Historical Society 

and The Village Learning Place

Village Learning Place | 2521 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland | (410) 235-2210

LiveLy artS 

a hundred or more words and phrases that 
are LGBT -related in crudely drawn and var-
ied black lettering with some words more 
dominant in 
size and tex-
ture than oth-
ers. 

Inside is 
the render-
ing of the 
hand sign for 
“I Love You” 
in modern-
abstract rain-
bow coloring, 
which imme-
diately grabs 
your atten-
tion. By doing 
so, Ashley is 
attempting to bring the deaf and the hear-
ing together within the LGBT community 
through the symbolism contained in the 

sketch.
Ashley, who is also a graphic 

designer, graduated from the Mary-
land School for the Deaf in Freder-
ick, Maryland, and from the National 
Technical Institute for the Deaf at 
Rochester Institute of Technology in 
New York. There her work was ex-
hibited and received a Student Exhi-
bition Honor in 2011. 

Last month Ashley started to dis-
play her artwork to the public in an 
exhibit titled “The Artwork of Ashley 
Shaffer” at the Pop-up Art Store, 
7810 Harford Road in Parkville, Fri-
days from 5 to 8 p.m. through June 
28. 

You can also view Ashley’s 
works on her Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/ashleyshaffer.art. t

By Steve Charing
“Expressing yourself through art is like put-
ting a seed in the ground to grow beautiful 
and unstoppable. “That is one of the many 
reasons Ashley Shaffer loves to draw. “I 
draw more, I express more since I love to 
inspire beauty [within the] LGBT commu-
nity,” the Baltimore native told baltimore 
OuTloud. 

Ashley happens to be deaf. She feels 
that being deaf and being a part of the 
LGBT community (she is bisexual) puts 
people “in the same boat.” And Ashley uses 
her artwork to convey a message of unity 
and love as she frequently embeds a color-
ful American Sign Language “I Love You” 
hand in her works. 

“Art grows in my heart since I was four 
or five years old, which is a huge part of my 
life because this is who I am and this is what 
I love to do,” Ashley explains. She employs 
different types of mixed media like sharpie 
marker, prismacolor marker, paint, and oth-
ers to create her 
sketches. 

But her art 
does not con-
sist solely of the 
colors and de-
signs she lays 
down on sketch 
paper. It’s also 
about the mes-
sage she wants 
to convey. For 
example, in 
her 9-by-12-
inch mixed me-
dia creation 
“L.G.B.T.” from 
this year (pic-
tured), Ashley 
sketched maybe 

...Deaf and Hearing Together
Through Art, Bringing...

ashley Shaffer

“L.g.B.t.”
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qUaLity of Life

As the summer heat creeps in, my thoughts 
instantly turn to the beach and languid af-
ternoons spent listening to the sounds of 
the surf as I quietly read a book in the 
rays of the warming sun. To 
help you get into the summer 
mood, I’ve listed a few dandy 
suggestions that will help you 
fill an afternoon of sun and lit-
erary fun. 

My first suggestion may 
not seem like your typical 
beach read. However, as I 
read Edward Rutherfurd’s 
new novel, Paris, I was taken 
away to a different time and 
place… and isn’t that what 
you want in a summer read? 

When I first saw the re-
lease of Rutherfurd’s novel, I 
was excited to reminisce and 
discover more about all the 
places my husband and I had 
visited while touring the city of 
lights. 

As I shadowed the lives of 
each character, from the street urchins of 
Montmartre to the wealthy aristocratic fam-
ilies, I became immersed in the rich history 
and violent past 
of this beautiful 
city. 

Running at 
832 pages, I 
would recom-
mend reading 
this ambitious 
work on your e-
reader and not 
lugging the thick 
tome around. 

However, if 
one were to car-
ry the hardcopy 
version around, 
there is always 
the chance that 
you might catch 

the eye of someone 
who’s looking for a 
brain along with that 
brawn.

Suburban capers
My next dandy 

suggestion for the 
tanned bibliophile is 
one of my all-time fa-
vorites. I first discov-
ered Frank Decaro’s 
book, A boy Named Phyllis: A Suburban 
memoir, as I was scouring the book store 
for something interesting to read. 

As I came upon the cover, I had no 
choice but to purchase it and find out what 
this quirky book was all about. 

This gay coming-of-age story is as hi-
larious as it is heartwarming. 

Almost instantly, 
my boyhood self 
connected with this 
little outsider try-
ing to make his way 
through the per-
ils of growing up 
gay in Little Falls, 
New Jersey. With 
his witty one liners 
and hilarious turn 
of phrases, Decaro 
will have you laugh-
ing out loud and 
reminiscing about 
your own childhood 
angst. 

escaping nyC
Another sugges-

tion for those look-
ing for a summer 

beach read is Josh Kilmer-Purcell’s, The 
bucolic Plague: How Two manhattanites 
became Gentlemen Farmers. You may re-

member Josh and his partner Brent 
from their show “The Beekman Boys” 
or from their win on the recent “Amaz-
ing Race.” 

This fun and touching memoir 
chronicles the adventures of this dan-
dy duo as they purchase the Beek-
man Mansion and surrounding farm 
in Sharon Springs, New York. 

As they work to restore the histor-
ic mansion and struggle through the 
renovations and day to day trials, this 
memoir reveals a loving and commit-
ted couple living their life and enrich-
ing their community along the way. 

There you have it. Some dandy 
suggestions that I hope will brighten 
your day at the beach and keep you 
entertained all summer long! t

Summer 
Readings 

at the Shore 

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

11 West Chase Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: (410) 523-1694
www.heartsandears.org

Mental Health Wellness & Recovery
By and For The GLBT Community

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a Wellness 
and Recovery Center for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 

Questioning individuals with mental 
health issues and concerns.

We believe that recovery from mental illness is possible through 
support, personal responsibility, education, advocacy, and hope. 

Hearts & Ears aims to be a community where GLBTQ persons can feel safe, 
supported, and welcomed. We offer support in a friendly and inviting social 

environment sensitive to the issues concerning the GLBTQ community.

can meet new people,
share their experiences with 
others who understand,
regain a sense of involvement 
and belonging in the community,
and build a healthy support 
network with othersnetwork with others.

At Hearts and Ears, members
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All rates, offers and itineraries are subject to change without notice. Offers may be withdrawn at any time.                      

Terms & Conditions apply. ©2013 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ Registry: Malta. 13034512 • 6/04/13

Azamara Club Cruises is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

2014 CRUISE PLANNERS 
DISTINCTIVE VOYAGES

Azamara Quest®

11-NIGHT WEST INDIES HIDEAWAYS
March 16, 2014

Starting at $2,799

8-NIGHT COASTAL CALIFORNIA & SAN FRANCISCO
February 10, 2014

Starting at $2,399

Paula Belletiere  |  Toll free: 866-801-6829  |  Local: 410-761-3554

pbelletiere@cruiseplanners.com

www.bellecruises.com

 longer  STAYS.   more  OVERNIGHTS.   night  TOURINGSM.

Media 

Sponsor
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Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson
Domestic and Professional
Partners for 32 Years

Detachable Drink Coupon
Value (-)$1.00 Off Any Cocktail
...Limit One Per Customer

Friday & Saturday Nite Karaoke
Drag Shows

Theme Parties
Nightly & Seasonal Drink Specials

Upscale Atmosphere, Downscale Pricing
Private Martini Lounge

(Host(Host Your Wedding Here- Lounge is FREE)
Community Oriented

The Bar That Welcomes All

FREE OFF STREET PARKING

Celebrating Pride 
with Baltimore!

The Rowan Tree Tavern
1633 S. Charles St. Federal Hell
Baltimore’s Diverse Bar 410-468-0550
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Eichenkranz Hall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
seats approximately 150 people
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 South Fagley St., Baltimore, maryland 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com

D
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t time you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
Ask about the signing bonus

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Com
m

unity
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reaL eState

By Wayne CUrtiS 
This June, as the community celebrates 
the anniversary of Stonewall and the first 
Pride March in 1969, we in Maryland have 
many things that have changed in the past 
couple of years thanks to the dedicated 
efforts of many people. Unfortunately, we 
can’t stop here.

T h e 
r i g h t s 
we have 
n e w l y 
won will 
just as eas-
ily be taken 
away if we 
grow com- p lacen t , 
or fail to fully e x e r c i s e 
them. One of the most vital 
of these is the right to jointly own 
property as a mar- ried couple, and to 
have all of the privileges afforded mixed 
gender couples transferred to same gen-
der couples. Many of our legislators were 
not sure, earlier this year, if that would 
require more legislation; most believed it 
would. Fight for it in Annapolis, yes. 

Pride of Place But also fight for it in Pikesville and 
Fork, Westminster and Columbia, Dundalk 
and Bel Air. Buy property together as mar-
ried couples, and make sure that you use 
a title company and lawyer who will write 
your title work and your deed just like they 
would any other mixed gender couple. 
Stake your claim for equal treatment, and 
d a r e the government to lag far 

behind.
When African-

Americans were 
being told to wait, 
to be patient for 

equality, Dr. 
King spoke 

of the “fierce urgency 
of now” to explain why he could no 

longer be patient.  This is our time. Make 
the “fierce urgency of now” your motto, 
and take your pride wherever you wish to 
be.  t

Wayne Curtis has been a licensed 
real estate agent since 1998. in Novem-
ber, 2012, he was named a realtor Hero 
by the National Association of realtors for 
his work promoting homeownership in bal-
timore. Send questions to him at wayne@
charmcityrealestate.com.

Happy Pride 2013Baltimore!

Jeffrey Tessmer
Cummings & Co. Realtors

2929 O'Donnell St
Baltimore, MD 21224

C- 410-218-5235
O- 410-675-1550

jtessmer@outlook.comjtessmer@outlook.com

Commitment. Experience. Results.
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late the IML contestants. I could not find 
anyone who was not very happy with this 
year’s top three. It looks like the judges got 
it right. IML 35 was a big success! Even 
the shuttle buses were on time this year. 

Plus I have to thank Adam & Eve (formerly 
the Leather Rack), Centaur, MC, the D.C. 
Eagle, and Highwaymen TNT for inviting 
me to the D.C. Eye Opener Party on Sun-
day morning. 

It was a delightful gathering and I got 
a chance to meet many of the IML contes-
tants in a small intimate setting away from 
the packed hotel lobby. What a weekend! 
I hope all those in attendance at IML 35 
take the spirit, energy, and leather pride 
displayed in Chicago home to their own 
community. Happy Pride! t

ballrooms on two floors. I understand that 
the leather mart was quite successful this 
year. I heard that the Northbound Leather 
booth alone took in $80,000 in the first two 
days – more than they made during the 
whole four day event last year! People at 
IML are there to have a great time at any 
cost. The hotel’s lobby bar was packed 
each evening even with beers starting at 
$7 and cocktails starting at $9. Although 
we enjoyed the bar and private parties in 
the hotel, we also discovered two nearby 
bars. We found $4 beers at the Downtown 
Bar & Lounge (440 N. State St.) and spent 
Monday afternoon with the friendly folks at 
the Second Story Bar (157 E. Ohio Street), 
the Leon’s of Chicago! 

Most of the thousands of folks in Chi-
cago for IML Weekend will not see any 
part of the contest. For them IML is just 
one big citywide party. My group was there 
to cheer on Mr. Maryland Leather 2013 
Bob Rose and we spent three nights do-
ing just that! The IML Opening Ceremonies 
on Friday, May 24 was held at the historic 
Vic Theatre on the edge of Boystown. This 
1,300 seat former vaudeville house was 
built in 1912 and was also the setting for 
Saturday night’s Pecs & Personality Con-
test. The Opening Ceremonies provided 
the first chance to see the fifty-one men 
competing for IML 2013. They were first 
introduced grouped by state or foreign 

Leather folks from all over the world flocked 
to Chicago over the Memorial Day Week-
end for the 35th annual International Mr. 
Leather Contest. Mr. San Francisco Leath-
er 2013 Andy Cross was selected over 
fifty other contestants for the title of Inter-
national Mr. Leather 2013. Joining him on 
stage as 1st Runner-Up to IML 2013 was 
another charming man from the Bay Area – 
Mr. Santa Clara County Leather 2012 Thib 
Guicherd-Callin. Proving that over 50 can 
still be fabulous was Mr. Leatherman To-
ronto 2013 Robert Miller, who was 
selected as 2nd Runner-Up. Our 
own Mr. Maryland Leather 2013 
did a fantastic job representing 
our local leather community. The 
crowd of 1,500 plus packed into 
the Harris Theatre clapped ap-
provingly as Mr. Maryland Leather 
2013 Bob Rose was announced 
as a top-twenty finalist. Also mak-
ing it into the top twenty was Mr. 
D.C. Eagle 2013 Nigel Williams.
The title of International Mr. Boot-
black was awarded to “Sammy” 
from Portland, Oregon who was 
selected over two other contes-
tants including “Fuzzy Buns” from 
Palm Springs who was competing 
for his ninth year! 

IML has taken on many faces 
over the past 35 years. It is the 
Super Bowl of leather contests, an 
endless circuit party, and a leather 
family reunion. This year’s host 
hotel was the Marriott Downtown 
Chicago Magnificent Mile. The 
hotel with its 1,173 rooms and 25 
suites spread over 46 floors was 
the place to be. Although the hotel 
was located in the heart of Chi-
cago’s famous Michigan Avenue 
shopping district, for this gang all 
of the shopping took place at the 
enormous leather mart which filled 

Mr. San Francisco 
Leather 2013 
Andy Cross 

is Sashed  IML 
2013

“The crowd of 1,500 
plus packed into the 

Harris Theatre clapped 
approvingly as Mr. 
Maryland Leather 
2013 Bob Rose was 
announced as a top-

twenty finalist.”

country. I haven’t seen that 
much flag waving since 
Les miserables! (Best line 
of the evening: “His inter-
est includes light bond-
age- that is just like regular 
bondage but with 1/3 the 
calories!) Saturday night’s 
Pecs & Personality Con-
test provided a chance to 
see even more of the con-
testants as they appeared 
on stage in jocks and an-
swered an on stage ques-
tion. (Best line overheard 
on Saturday night: “I came 
here for the pecs and per-
sonality, if I hang out with 
you I don’t get either!”) On 
Sunday the contest moved 
to the Harris Theater. This 
modern theater opened in 
2003, seats 1,525, and is 
located downtown in beau-
tiful Millennium Park. Sun-
day was the main event. 
After another introduction 
of all contestants the top 
twenty was announced and 
the contest started over. 
The top twenty competed 
in jock, formal leather, 
and speech. Many of the 
speeches this year were very moving and 
from the heart. The job of emcee went 
to International Mr. Leather 1992 Lenny 
Broberg who did a great job all weekend 
keeping the contest rolling along. On Sun-
day night entertainment was provided by 
Beverly McClellan from NBC’s “The Voice” 
who was fantastic! This year’s judges in-
cluded Baltimore’s own Rik Newton-Tread-
way; as well as from Dallas, Hardy Haber-
man; from New York, Lolita Wolf; from San 
Francisco, Patrick Mulcahey; from Atlanta, 
Bryson “Pup Nitro” Hankinson; from Otta-
wa, Murray Lavigne; from Portland, Brent 
Seeley; from Hamburg, Germany, Uwe 
Langer; and from Farmington Hills, Michi-
gan, International Mr. Leather 2012 Woody 
Woodruff. 

After Sunday’s contest the House of 
Blues was packed for the IML Victory Par-
ty. We started the evening on the 4th floor 
VIP level overlooking the scene below, but 
by late-night we joined the hundreds and 
hundreds of men who packed the dance 
floor. Talk about eye candy! What a gath-
ering of hot men in leather jockstraps. 
I haven’t seen that many bubbles since 
Lawrence Welk went off the air! 

IML officially ended on Monday night 
with the Black & Blue ball held at the 
Castle Nightclub (formerly Excalibur). It 
was another opportunity to drink, dance, 
people watch (Hey, my head was on “spin” 
all weekend!), and once more congratu-
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Break Tradition at Leons & Triple LLL
Friday June 14th

Mr. Leather Triple LLL / Leons Contest 2013 
10PM -11PM Dance Party till Close

Happy Hour 4PM to 7PM, Buy One Get One Free
Saturday

Rise Rise Party -  6AM $10 Cover Breakfast from 6AM to 8AM
Dance Music in Our New Disco Lounge till Close

Sunday  
Open at 11AM

11AM to 1PM....All You Can Drink  $20
After Park Party  

Happy Hour Buy One Get One Free 6PM to 2AM including 1/2 Price Happy Hour Buy One Get One Free 6PM to 2AM including 1/2 Price 
Snow Cones, Door Prizes for Best Costume, Dance Music till Close

Happy Pride 

Baltimore!

Buy One Get One Free - New Happy Hours Monday Through Thursday till 12 AM!
Voted Top 50 Bars In Baltimore 2013! 

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour!

TRIPLE LLL
     LEON’S LEATHER LOUNGE
             

                227 W. Chase St. 410-539-4850
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By anDreW extein
“So, how are the pedophiles doing?”

As a group psychotherapist for con-
victed sex offenders on parole and proba-
tion who also operates a private practice for 

queer people, I am bombarded with com-
ments and questions from friends and fam-
ily:

“Aren’t you scared?”
“I could never do that.”

Why LGBT people should care about Sex offenders 
“What’s it like to talk to all those child 

molesters?”
At first I was surprised to hear some of 

my most educated, liberal friends ask ques-
tions that were, to me, biased and misin-
formed. I had assumed that, as queers and 
allies, my friends would have a greater sen-
sitivity to the persecution sex offenders face 
in American society. I have since come to 
realize that queer folk are not more prone to 
find empathy for this population. 

I often find myself feeling defensive, and 
almost guilty, in the line of such questioning. 
“So... why are you interested in them?” they 
ask, a look of distaste on their faces.

Here’s the thing: I don’t consider “them” 
my bizarre, special interest. All queer peo-
ple are invested in the plight of sex offend-
ers, whether they like it or not.

Deviance & the dangers of othering
Although I studied many subjects in col-

lege, my interest especially aligned with the 
radical thinking of my queer theories course-
work. Queer theory obliterates the idea of 
good and bad sex and what should and 
should not be deemed deviant. As such, my 
courses covered gay history, the timeline 

of the gay rights movements, queer theory, 
and the burgeoning transgender studies, as 
well as genderqueers, kink, sexual fluidity, 
and asexuality. 

But there was a strange silence in these 
class discussions as well. As my educa-
tion continued, I began thinking about other 
people who transgressed cultural norms of 
sexuality, other people whose sexual desires 
had been labeled deviant – people who even 
queer theory courses weren’t talking about. 
There might be no group more maligned, 
marginalized, and disconcerting as modern-
day America’s “sex offenders.” In treatment, 
lawmaking, and cultural discourse, sex of-
fenders are referred to as participating in 
deviant sexual behavior, having deviant sex-
ual fantasies, and being inherently “deviant” 
themselves. From one angle, this is true; all 
sex offenders have deviated from the bound-
aries of one or more laws regarding sex or 
the body.

But sociologist Joel Best describes the 
problematic nature of how the term “devi-
ance” is used in our culture. In his book de-
viance, he emphasizes that “a deviant label 
was simply a sign that some groups with pow-
er had singled out some acts or conditions for 

1) A clear detailed description of the project, including particular 
outputs or products, any arguments and ideas the project will put 
forth, and the need for the project.

Around the US, lawmakers try to outdo each other with tougher 
penalties and new restrictions on ex-sex offenders, such as public 

hospitals, special markings on their homes or car licenses, castration, 
residency requirements, and what has become in many places a policy 
of banishment from cities and towns. Until struck down by the US 
Supreme Court in a 5-to-4 ruling last year – over protests from both 
major presidential candidates – six state legislatures and Congress had 
passed laws allowing execution for sex-offenses against minors. 

on sex-offenders also suggests elements of Jim Crow, with the Sexual 
Revolution as stand-in for the Civil War. In this case, however, the 
impact is not just regional but national. “[C]ombined since the 1990s 
with an unprecedented embrace by the American public of harsh 

the practices of criminal justice today,” says Jonathan Simon, of UC 
Berkeley, noting just one thread of this new legal fabric.1 With the 

1 review of 
; http://www.sup.org/book.cgi?isbn=0804757100 

OVERVIEW

Lawmakers crusade against molesters 
Stateline.org, January 24, 2006 

http://www.stateline.org/live

/details/story?contentId=82700

America’s unjust sex laws
The Economist, August 6, 2009

http://www.economist.com/opinion/display-

story.cfm?story_id=14165460

Sex offenders & human rights                                                                   

Photos of young 
sex offenders from the 
online registries of Georgia, 
Idaho, and Kansas. Texas alone 
lists more than 1,000 persons 
who commited their offenses 
before they were 14 (see 
footnote 20)

‘Our society is ever increasing with monsters looming 
amongst us. The Liberals won’t let us kill them, and 
won’t keep them locked up.’ — reader comment about sex 

offenders on the Boston Herald website, September 2009

photos of young sex offenders from the online registries of georgia, idaho, and Kansas. 
texas alone lists more than 1,000 persons who commited their offenses before they were 14.
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disapproval.” The term means that, according 
to the rules of a powerful few, something is 
inherently wrong with you if you are not like 
everybody else. In other words, deviance be-
comes a viral social construct that serves as 
a moral imperative to dictate and intimidate 
people into behaving. 

Queer theory has well documented how 
those in power have employed the terminol-
ogy of deviance to oppress queers. In recent 
history, society has labeled gays, lesbians, 
and transgender folk as abnormal, problem-
atic, and threatening. Gay men, for instance, 
threatened to lure, groom, and convert chil-
dren into the homosexual lifestyle; they were 
not to be trusted or validated. At one point, 
they were considered mentally ill and crimi-
nal. Sex between consenting adult males was 
illegal and morally reprehensible and served 
to mandate a gay man to a mental hospital 
or jail cell. Gay men and trans people socially 
congregating in bars, such as at Stonewall, 
was a valid reason for police to raid, frisk, and 
arrest mass numbers 
of them. 

This is an im-
portant part of his-
tory that needs to be 
retold, to serve as 
a reminder of what 
happens when au-
thorities dictate the 
lives and behaviors 
of “deviant” popula-
tions. In fact, this 
history is still among us; trans, gay, and 
queer people are currently arrested and in-
carcerated at a rate disproportionate to the 
general population. In this infographic, the 
Sylvia Rivera Law Project outlines how trans 
and gender-nonconforming people are at a 
high risk of incarceration, police harassment, 
and violence. Despite the existence of these 
contemporary systems of inequality, I worry 
that in the era of gay marriage, pinkwashing, 
and assimilatory LGBT politics, we queers 
may be forgetting the dangers of othering. 

Because there’s no use mincing words 
here: The same methods historically used by 
the government to imprison and pathologize 
homosexuality and gender variation are being 
used today to justify the extreme marginaliza-
tion, lifetime institutionalization, and oppres-
sion of people who have violated sex laws. 
Sex offenders are the new queers.

Who sex offenders are 
and what we do to them

There is a widespread assumption that all 
sex offenders are child molesters, pedophiles, 
and violent rapists. This is not true. A large 
spectrum of acts are considered sex offenses. 
These include public nudity, urinating in public, 
public masturbation, peeping, photographing 

or videotaping without consent, consensual 
sex with a 17-year-old, sexting, and down-
loading unlawful pornography; many of these 
acts will put the offender on the public registry. 
There is no single “type” of sex offender; they 
can be from any walk of life, and any race, 
class, gender, or sexuality. They are fathers, 
mothers, brothers, teachers, and friends.

Let me be clear: I am not advocating for 
the legitimization of these acts as appropri-
ate. A forceful, coercive, violent sexual as-
sault is not to be tolerated. But I am saying 
that the public perception of the sex offend-
er, and of the laws violated to become a sex 
offender, is inaccurate.

It is also important to explain the ramifica-
tions of this label. In California, many sex of-
fenders must be publicly profiled for life on the 
online registry created as a result of Megan’s 
Law in 2004. In 2006, Jessica’s Law increased 
the penalties for sex offenders, created a 
residency restriction of 2,000 feet from parks 
and schools, and mandated GPS tracking 

for felony offenders. 
Chelsea’s Law further 
tightened the restric-
tions and increased 
monitoring. 

The Supreme 
Court recently upheld 
a law that allows for 
the indefinite civil 
commitment of those 
sex offenders deemed 
unfit to reenter soci-

ety. This means that they are placed in a fo-
rensic mental hospital for the rest of their lives, 
or until it is decided that they have been appro-
priately rehabilitated. Very few of these people 
have been released from civil commitment.

As a treatment provider for sex offenders, 
I have seen the effects of these punishments 
firsthand. One of the main issues faced is 
homelessness. According to the California Sex 
Offender Management Board, the number of 
homeless registrants rose from 88 to 6,012 in 
the five years after Jessica’s Law was enacted. 
It is almost impossible to find steady work as 
a felon, and especially difficult if you are listed 
on the public registry, photo and all. The sex 
offenders that I see have been socially ostra-
cized, often by family and friends, and suffer 
from mental health issues such as depression, 
anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder as 
a result. GPS units, parole visits, and yearly 
registration serve as constant reminders of their 
crimes, their victims, and their newfound labels 
as deviants with no hope of recovery. 

However, it is a misconception that the ma-
jority of sex offenders reoffend, as the actual 
number is around 2 to 5 percent for recidivism 
from a sex crime. A 2008 study by the California 
Sex Offender Management Board reports 3.38 
percent of sex offenders released in 1997 and 

1998 were convicted of a new sex offense in 
the decade after release. A far larger number 
reenter the prison system as a result of parole 
violations, an understandable sum considering 
the severity and rigidity of parole terms.

The sex offender treatment models current-
ly in use are mostly based in cognitive behav-
ioral therapy, helping offenders reevaluate their 
thoughts and beliefs and make healthier deci-
sions to reduce risk of reoffense. Despite this 
good-natured approach, these treatment mod-
els still speak of sexual 
deviance. One manual 
recommends ammo-
nia aversion therapy, 
in which the offender 
repeatedly inhales am-
monia while reciting his 
most “deviant” sexual 
fantasies. The intended 
goal – to rid the offender 
of whatever sexual desire is deemed unhealthy 
or deviant by the treatment provider – echoes 
gay conversion therapy methods. If queer the-
ory allows for one’s right to a diversity of sexual 
desire, shouldn’t we question the “reprogram-
ming” of an offender’s sexual feelings? 

The main problem with the ammonia aver-
sion therapy is that it presupposes that the sex-
ual feelings motivate and explain the crime. It 
assumes that if you rid the sexual desire, then 
you rid the possibility of criminal sexual activity; 
sexual feelings are understood as uncontrol-
lable dictators of sexual activity. If a man has 
sexual feelings for children, it is assumed that 
he is at a high risk of nonconsensual contact 
with a child. As such, sex offender treatment 
emphasizes sexual desire as a motivator for a 
sex crime over other factors, such as low im-
pulse control, a history of trauma, lack of social 
support, and emotional instability. “Deviant” 
sexual desire is thereby equated with criminal 
sexual activity. This is a dangerous stance, as 
it heightens paranoia and fear in our culture’s 
understanding of all abnormal sexual feeling, 
thought, fantasy, belief, or identity.

Why queers should care
Any queer person should feel a pang of fa-

miliarity reading about the vilification of people 
based on sexual desire. At one point, the idea 
of the predatory, untamable homosexual was 
a widely held belief; the very fact that a man 
would think of desiring another man was reason 
enough to criminalize his existence. Whether 
growing up in the early 20th century or the early 
21st century, a cultural condemnation of queer 
desire, affect, and identity is consistently reaf-
firmed. 

While mainstream cultural perception of 
queer people is shifting, it affirms monogamous 
sex between married, consenting gay and les-
bian adults. Gender variation and other forms 
of sexual desire and behavior, including hetero-

sexual female desire outside of monogamy, still 
face condemnation. If queerness is teetering on 
the edge of what culture says is deviant, oth-
ered, or wrong, an alliance across marginalized 
communities is vital for acquisition and mainte-
nance of civil liberties for all.

I need to emphasize that many sex offend-
ers are queer themselves. Many gay men, 
lesbians, and trans women are labeled sex of-
fenders as a result of survival sex, prostitution, 
cruising, and public sex. Many queer people 

don’t realize the legal risks 
associated with a number 
of cultural behaviors that 
have become somewhat 
normalized, such as public 
cruising.

A recent example of 
criminalizing queer rela-
tionships is the case of 
Kaitlyn Hunt. Kaitlyn is a 

now-18-year-old girl who is being charged with 
two counts of lewd and lascivious battery of a 
child resulting from an allegedly consensual 
relationship with her 15-year-old girlfriend. The 
Internet has seen a groundswell of support for 
Kaitlyn, finding her persecution homophobic, 
unfair, and misguided. This reaction is certain-
ly warranted and points to a larger issue with 
age-of-consent legislation. This type of legal 
action takes place all the time, in all types of 
communities, resulting in new sex offenders 
to label, monitor, and vilify. The case of Kait-
lyn Hunt should open our eyes to the ways in 
which sex laws are abused in our country – not 
just for queers but for everyone.

The people we have labeled sex offend-
ers are a multifarious group, with a wide spec-
trum of sexual desires. Empathy is needed for 
the group as a whole to ensure that they do 
not continue to be the cultural pariahs that we 
queers, gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and trans-
gender folk once were, and arguably still are. 
If we allow for the continuation of inhumane 
imprisonment based on what dominant cul-
ture and the government deem “bad sex,” we 
put ourselves at risk of further condemnation. 

Clearly this is a tricky, complex, and im-
perfect dialogue to be holding. But I fear that 
if we queers do not engage in conversations 
about moral gray areas and uncomfortable 
topics, we put ourselves at risk and lose the 
fervor, innovation, and critical thinking that 
once defined queerness. t

Andrew extein, mSW, is a clinical social 
worker practicing psychotherapy in Los An-
geles. He specialties include queer popula-
tions, sexual minorities, gay men, and HiV/
AidS. His practice also includes treatment of 
sex offenders. He can be reached through his 
website at http://www.exteinmsw.com/. This 
article first appeared in the Huffington Post 
and is reprinted here with the permission of 
the author.
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“Any queer person 
should feel a pang of 
familiarity reading 

about the vilification of 
people based on sexual 

desire.”
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 BooKS & giftS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnSeLing

 MaSSage

 DJ  SUpport

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Let Us Love Them 
When You Can’t! 
•Dog Day Care 
•Dog Sleepovers 
•Dog Training 
•Salon/Spa 

1st Facility 
1009 Philadelphia Rd 

Joppa, MD. 21085 
410-671-PLAY (7529) 

 
 

2nd Facility 
246 Cockeysville Road 

Cockeysville, MD. 21030  
410-773-PLAY (7529) www.bestfriendsfurever.com 

 pet Care

 finanCiaL attorney 

 aDvertiSe here
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It’s not a black thing.
It’s not a white thing.
It’s not a gay thing.

It’s not a straight thing.
 

Testing for HIV is 
everyone’s thing.    

Knowing is the best thing.™
Available at your local retailer or OraQuick.com

• FDA approved

• Results in 20 minutes

• Same test used by 
Healthcare Professionals

• Oral swab, no blood required

• 24/7 call center support

Introducing the first 
in-home oral HIV test

© 2013 OraSure Technologies, Inc.
OQ-C008 0313

• A positive result with this test does not mean that you are de� nitely infected with HIV, but rather that additional testing should be done in a medical setting. 
• A negative result with this test does not mean that you are de� nitely not infected with HIV, particularly when exposure may have been within the previous 

3 months. • If your test is negative and you engage in activities that put you at risk for HIV on a regular basis, you should test regularly. 
• This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV.

Discover inspiring stories from others 
who know. OraQuick.com/knowing


