
Lashai McLean 
Shot and Killed

At 4:26 a.m. July 20, twenty-three 
year old transwoman Lashai McLean 
was shot and killed in the 6100 block 
of Dix Street in Northeast Washington 
D.C. Another transwoman was in her 
company when two African American 
males, one of whom shot the victim, ap-
proached them. The other woman es-
caped injury.

When D.C. Metropolitan arrived on 
the scene, they found a victim suffer-
ing from an apparent gunshot wound. 
Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
personnel transported the victim to 
a local hospital where the victim was 
pronounced dead, according to the 
police press release of the same day. 
They identified the victim as 23-year-
old Myles Mclean in their initial report. 
Subsequent reports have identified her 
as Lashai Mclean, a transwoman who 
had been in transition for several years.

D.C. Mayor Vincent C. Gray is-
sued a press release that reported 
that Jeffrey D. Richardson, Director 
of the Mayor’s Office of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Affairs, had 
been informed of the homicide but that 
at that time officials had no information 
to indicate that this was a hate crime, al-
though it was early in the investigation.

“Every homicide in the District of 
Columbia is a tragedy for which the 
perpetrators must be brought to swift 
justice,” Mayor Gray said. “However, 
if the investigation concludes that this 
shooting was the result of bias based 
on sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity, MPD and my administration will 
work with this community to see that 
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On July 
15 a new co-

alition – Marylanders for Marriage Equality – 
formed consisting of the Service Employees 
Union International (SEUI), the Communication 
Workers of America (CWA), the Human Rights 
Campaign, Catholics for Equality, the Maryland 
Black Family Alliance, the ACLU, Freedom to 
Marry, and Equality Maryland.

That organization hailed Governor 
O’Malley’s leadership on marriage equality 
in a press release concurrent with the gover-
nor’s announcement, which reported:

“We thank Governor O’Malley for making 
marriage equality one of his legislative priori-
ties, and look forward to amplifying the many 
voices all over the state who believe this is 
the right thing to do,” said Marty Rouse, field 
director for the Human Rights Campaign.

“Today is a great day for the movement 
for fairness and equality for all Marylanders,” 
said Melissa Goemann, legislative director 

tection of the law” for every 
individual and the “free exer-
cise” of religion without gov-
ernment intervention. Other 
states have found a way to 
protect both these rights. So 
should Maryland. The legis-
lation we plan to introduce in 
the 2012 legislative session 
will protect religious freedom 
and equality of marital rights 
under the law.” 

Lt. Governor Brown said 
“Every member of our com-
munity should enjoy the 
same freedoms and share 

the same responsibilities,” and that he looks 
forward to joining Governor O’Malley in 
working with the General Assembly to pass 
a marriage equality bill “while fully protecting 
religious freedoms and views.”

In a move hoped for by many, 
and anticipated by some, 
Maryland Governor Martin 
O’Malley made a firm stand in 
favor of marriage equality on 
July 22. While the governor 
had said he would sign a mar-
riage bill during the last legis-
lative session he did not take 
an active, advocacy, role. This 
time he will sponsor it as part of 
his annual legislative package.

In a statement to the 
press, he said:

“Marylanders of all walks 
of life want their children to 
live in a loving, stable, committed home – pro-
tected under the law. As a free and diverse 
people of many faiths, we choose to be gov-
erned under the law by certain fundamental 
principles or beliefs, among them “equal pro- —continued on page 5

The “On the Road to Equality” bus tour will 
start touring the country on August 12 and 
will continue through the end of October. 
In the drivers’ seat is the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) and they are following the 
map with particular emphasis on the Midwest 
and South where they say there are limited 
legal protections for LGBT people and living 
openly and honestly. The 12-week tour will 
travel to 17 cities in 11 states and D.C.

Dave Walker of Greenberg Quinlan 
Rosner Research said that their recent poll 
for HRC shows that support for equal mar-
riage is now at 51 percent nationally but 
only 43 percent in the Midwest and South. 
Support for non-discrimination protections 
for LGBT people in employment, housing 
and public accommodations is strong na-
tionally at 79 percent, as is support for pro-
tections against bullying in schools at 73 
percent. Attitudes toward anti-gay and an-
ti-transgender discrimination are also in the 
70th percentile. 

A majority nationwide now say that they 
would not be bothered if their child was gay, 
even more say they would be close friends 
with someone who is transgender. The tide 
has clearly changed cultur-
ally, but not as much leg-
islatively. Michael Cole-
Schwartz, Director of 
Communications for 
HRC said that legislation, 
though, is a lagging indi-
cator of social progress, 
not a leading indicator of 
social progress. 

Mr. Walker said, 
“Politically, socially, and 
increasingly legally there 
is a sea change going on 
and the nation is moving 
toward equality even if it hasn’t gotten there 
yet.” He said, “It is worth noting that in 1977 
there was a Gallup survey that said that just 
13 percent believed that being gay or lesbi-

an is something a person is born with.” Today 
that figure is at 42 percent. 

Other numbers are not as encourag-
ing. Only 50 percent believe that gay jokes 

are never acceptable and near-
ly half the people in the coun-
try believe they have nothing 
in common with gay people. 

Also among their find-
ings was that support 
for transgender people 

is not substantially differ-
ent from support for lesbian, 

gay and bisexual people.
None of the eleven 

states targeted in the Bus 
Tour currently have anti-dis-
crimination laws or relation-

ship recognition. Only two of 
those states, Utah and Arkansas have enu-
merated safe schools laws. Their itinerary 
should leave the driver with little time to rest:

Lashai McLean

O’Malley Will Sponsor Marriage Equality

Governor Martin O’Malley

HRC Launches Nationwide LGBT Equality Bus Tour
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While I was celebrating a land-
mark birthday of sorts at the 
“Gay Mecca by the Sea”—
Provincetown (P-Town), 
Massachusetts, I couldn’t help 
but notice a difference in the 
demographics of those visiting 
this iconic LGBT resort. Over 
the three-plus decades of va-
cationing at P-Town, the crowd 
has changed from a predomi-
nantly younger group to a more 
mature one.

This is not to say that 
Provincetown resembles Miami 
Beach; far from it. But if there 
was a pie chart depicting the 
various age groups through the years, the 
slice showing, let’s say, over 45 is getting 
thicker while the slice showing under 35 is 
narrowing.

One of the main reasons is that the cost 
of lodging, food and entertainment have 
been increasing steadily and have probably 
priced out the less affluent younger genera-
tion, both male and female, from partaking in 
this wonderful vacation spot. Why spend that 
much money on a scenic, historic, vibrant 
venue when the newest iPhone is about to 
go on sale?

Another factor is that the number of se-
niors in the LGBT population—a microcosm 
of the general popula-
tion—is increasing faster 
than just about any other 
age group. This has been 
enhanced by the Baby 
Boomers, those born be-
tween 1946 and 1964. 
Currently, there are an es-
timated 3 million LGBT el-
ders in the United States. 
By 2030, that number will 
nearly double.

It’s not that obvious 
in P-Town, but it is safe 
to say that in general old-
er gay men and lesbians 
have been the subject 
of scorn and ridicule by 
many in the younger generation especially 
in this youth-obsessed culture. The pattern 
has existed for decades. Although it is true 
that many younger LGBT folks have margin-
alized the older generation, it’s not always 
the case. Plenty of young gays and lesbians 
find attraction to their elders and establish 
friendships.

In the excellent book reeling in the 
Years: Gay men’s Perspectives on age and 
ageism (Harrington Park Press), author Tim 

Bergling presents anecdot-
al nuggets from hundreds 
of gay men over and un-
der 40 and their experiences 
with the opposite generation. 
Some of these stories cover 
the swath of emotions from 
fear and loathing to love and 
happiness. 

The book also points out 
that while younger gays have 
cast the elders aside, many 
older ones show a decided 
lack of respect for the younger 
generation. It cuts both ways.

But the concerns of the 
older LGBT generation go be-

yond their acceptance by the younger one. 
The recent San Diego LGBT Senior Needs 
Assessment Survey (www.thecentersd.
org/pdf/programs/senior-needs-report.pdf) 
polled some 500 LGBT seniors, ages 50 
and up, on topics most important to them as 
they grow older. Social matters, support, and 
concerns of social isolation were the top is-
sues among those surveyed. That was fol-
lowed by health and quality of life issues, fi-
nancial concerns, LGBT-affirmative housing 
and housing affordability, and health insur-
ance/access to quality health care. 

As identified in the San Diego survey, an 
important issue facing LGBT seniors is living 

alone. That’s true for 50 percent of LGBT el-
ders versus 33 percent of the general pop-
ulation, according to Dr. Judy Bradford of 
The Fenway Institute, a Boston-based re-
searcher of LGBT health issues. She notes 
that LGBT seniors are more likely to be es-
tranged from their families. 

In addition, there is a paucity of LGBT re-
tirement communities in the U.S. While the 
number is increasing each year, there are 
still too few to house the burgeoning older 

LGBT population.
Moreover, nursing homes are a problem 

for LGBT seniors. Few states recognize the 
marriages of same-sex couples, and the ex-
isting cultural discrimination results in cou-
ples being split up in such facilities. 

Yet with all these clouds forming above 
the heads of LGBT seniors, there are solid 
support networks to help allow the sunshine 
to peer in. As we spotlighted last issue, the 
Prime Timers of Baltimore (www.ptbalto.org) 
offers an outstanding array of social activi-
ties and interaction to help their members 
address some of these concerns, especially 
the major issue of social isolation.

For lesbians, there is the social group 
Older and Wiser Lesbians (OWLs) of the 
Greater Capitol area (www.metroowls.org) 
whom we would like to similarly profile in the 
near future.

The mega-organization AARP is also 
recognizing the needs of the increased aging 
LGBT population. Last month, in conjunction 
with Pride, AARP launched a new online web 
portal (www.aarp.org/pride) to serve us old-
er LGBT folks. The site features articles on 
news, personal finance, relationships, travel 
and other topics of concern to older LGBT 
Americans, and their family and friends, as 
well as a community forum.

In addition, it presents targeted news, 
trivia quizzes and information on health-
care, retirement planning, care giving, tax-
ation, employment discrimination and more. 
Visitors can access AARP’s coverage of rel-
evant topics, including an article from the 
latest issue of aarP the magazine exam-
ining—three decades after the emergence 
of HIV/AIDS—–the new face of AIDS: peo-
ple over 50. (Included was a profile of Lee 
Fischer, the President of the Prime Timers of 
Baltimore.) 

The portal also features AARP’s 20-part 
multimedia package, the Stonewall riots: 40 
Years later, a milestone anniversary.

The quirky new film beginners, now play-
ing at the Charles Theatre in Baltimore, is 
centered in part on a character played su-
perbly by Christopher Plummer, who came 
out as gay at the age of 75 following the 
death of his wife. He had the support of his 
son (Ewan McGregor), his much younger 
boyfriend, and a host of gay friends and lived 
a full and happy life until his ultimate passing.

Most of those mature folks who enjoyed 
Provincetown this summer also had friends 
and partners to share the magical moments 
with. Many more, however, need that support 
system. Hopefully, they will reach out to those 
organizations that can help them secure the 
friendships and resources that are need-
ed to allow them to live fulfilling lives. And it 
wouldn’t hurt to reach out to them as well.  t

More senior LGBT folks now populate P-Town
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there is an appropriate response to this kind 
of violence, which cannot be tolerated.”

In keeping with a tradition too familiar to 
transgender organizers and advocates a vig-
il was planned for Saturday, July 23, near the 
location where Lashai was killed. Hundreds 
attended the vigil that was organized by 
Transgender Health Empowerment (THE) 
and the DC Trans Coalition.

The Washington blade reports that 
Sergeant Brett Parson of the Six District, 
where the incident occurred, said, “I want 
you to know that we get it. We understand 
that the anger is not just that Lashai was 
gunned down senselessly,” he said. “But 
it’s that Lashai was forced to be in a place 
and time to be ripe for victimization and that 
those circumstances have to change.”

The blade suggested that Sergeant 
Parson might have been referring to the fact 
that the alley where Ms. McLean was shot is 
“a location well known as a gathering place 
for transgender prostitutes and the men that 
patronize their services.”

Here in Baltimore this past winter Tyra 
Trent was found murdered in a vacant, board-
ed up house in Northwest Baltimore. That case 
remains unsolved. In October of 2009, April 
“Dee” Green was stabbed in the heart and left 
to die on Montpelier Street near Adams Park. 
The following March 20 year old Larry Douglas 
was arrested for that crime. He was charged 
with first-degree murder but has yet to go to tri-
al. Neither case has been identified as a hate 
crime by the authorities. Both victims had his-
tories that suggested prostitution. 

In a brutal, but not fatal attack, Transwoman 
Chrissy Polis was assaulted on April 18 of this 
year in Baltimore County. That attack was re-
corded on video and resulted in national out-
rage. Teonna Brown, then 18, was arrested and 
charged in that attack along with an unnamed 
juvenile. Baltimore County authorities have 
charged Ms. Brown with a hate crime. Attorney 
and longtime LGBT activist Cathy Brennan of-
fers her take on those charges in her column in 
this issue of baltimore outloud. See page 10.

Here in Baltimore each year the 
Transgender Response Team, a network of 
government agencies, community organiza-
tions and health and social service provid-
ers, coordinates the annual Transgender 
Day of Remembrance observance that oc-
curs nationwide on Saturday, November 20.

baltimore outloud will keep you in-
formed of that event after the planning com-
mittee meets on August 5. t

LAShAI McLEAn 
ShOT AnD KILLED

– continued from front page

• August 12 to 14 Salt Lake City, UT
• August 19 to 21 Omaha & Lincoln, NE
• August 26 to 28 Lawrence, KS & 

Kansas City, MO
• September 1 to 5 

New Orleans, LA
• September 9 to 11 

Austin & College Station, 
TX

• September 16 to 18 
Little Rock, AR

• September 23 to 25 
Louisville & Lexington, 
KY

• September 30 to 
October 3 Washington, 
DC

• October 7 to 9 Atlanta, GA
• October 14 to 16 Birmingham & 

Tuscaloosa, AL
• October 21 to 23 Jacksonville, FL
• October 28 to 30 Orlando, FL
The HRC is targeting the key areas 

where people’s lives come together; family, 
health, the workplace, and faith communi-
ties, as the common ground to educate com-
munities. Bringing the battle for equality to 
those areas that have the fewest rights is a 
new public strategy for the HRC. Hitherto 
they have been seen mostly as a group that 
stays close to the flock, rarely venturing be-
yond the comfort zone of the LGBT commu-
nity and progressive enclaves. 

In a press release dated July 25, the 
HRC announced:

“The bus will be accompanied by an ex-
hibit offering primers on everyday life top-
ics including: your family, your health, your 
rights, your community, your faith, your work-
place and your story. Separate from the bus, 
HRC will also offer a variety of workshops 
and educational seminars with particular em-
phasis on workplace and healthcare equali-
ty, schools and bullying issues and religion 
and faith.”

Taking the message of diversity and in-
clusion to cities like Little Rock Arkansas and 
Birmingham Alabama the HRC Bus will pres-
ent exhibits with messages familiar to us, but 
unfamiliar to many in the states they have 
chosen to target. 

One bus exhibit describes a new “cultural 
tipping point,” with these words:

“We’re in the midst of a cultural revolu-
tion in the way Americans perceive lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people. The 
idea that gay people could get married or that 

we’d see positive portrayals of our families 
in the media was unthinkable just decades 
ago. Yet at the same time, “that’s so gay” 
is a common schoolyard epithet and LGBT 
people lack even basic protections in many 
places.”

Another exhibit acknowledges, “Straight 
people that support the LGBT 
community face a coming out 
process too. Knowing when 
and how to be an effective ally 
can help change hearts and 
minds and lead to greater ac-
ceptance for all people.”

In a memo provided by 
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner 
Research for HRC concern-
ing the data that influenced 
the current campaign made 
the conclusion that “To be 
sure there are some parts of 

the country are more conservative than oth-
ers. And while people in the South and the 
Midwest support rights for the LGBT com-
munity on a range of issues, they lag behind 
other parts of the county.”

“While the country is moving toward 
equality, it is not there yet. Nearly half the 

hRc LAUnchES nATIOnWIDE 
LGBT EqUALITy BUS TOUR

– continued from front page

country still opposes marriage equality. The 
nation divides evenly on whether people are 
“born gay,” is conflicted on whether or not 
they have things in common with gay people, 
and an alarming number of people still find 
anti-gay jokes acceptable.”

A successful bus tour may position HRC 
in a leadership position that it has hitherto 
not enjoyed among the mainstream LGBT 
grassroots culture. t
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chesapeake Pride coming Up

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN

BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT 12

THE TIME IS NOW TO ELECT 

BALTIMORE’S FIRST OPENLY GAY CITY COUNCILMAN

JOIN GRAND CENTRAL STATION  
IN SUPPORTING JASON CURTIS

1001 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE, MD 21202

AUGUST 9. 2011 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND THIS EVENT, BUT WOULD LIKE TO  

CONTRIBUTE TO JASON’S CAMPAIGN VISIT  

WWW.CURTISFORBALTIMORE.COM AND CLICK DONATE!

THE TIME IS NOW!

The ever-popular Chesapeake Festival 
will take place at Mayo Beach, right on the 
Chesapeake Bay in Edgewater on August 20 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 

Swimming in the bay, the beach, stage 
acts, drag shows, vendors from a variety of 
LGBT/friendly companies and organizations, 
food, beverages, and a blessing of relation-
ships ceremony are all part of a great day of 
fun in the sun and pride. And for those who 

do not want too much sun, there are plenty of 
shaded areas to enjoy the day.

However, the organizers know there is 
way too much pride in this area for just one 
day, so Chesapeake Pride is expanding to 
four days. 

On August 13, (one week prior to the fes-
tival) there will be a Pride River Cruise for an 
idyllic evening aboard the beautiful Richard 
Lee, one of the last wooden tour boats to 

be built on the Chesapeake 
Bay. Heavy hors d’oeuvres 
will be served, and a cash 
bar available. 

There’s limited space on 
the boat, so get your tick-
ets quickly before they’re 
all gone! Visit www.chesa-
peakepridefestival .org/id62.
html to obtain tickets. The 
boat sails promptly at 6 p.m. 
and the cruise runs to 8 p.m. 
Boarding begins at 5:30 
p.m. and will depart from 
Discovery Village Marina, 

nEWS // LOCAL 

—continued on next page
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for the ACLU of Maryland. “We are deeply 
grateful to Governor O’Malley for stepping to 
up take a leadership role in advocating for 
the right of same-sex couples in Maryland to 
marry. 

Support for the right to marry is grow-
ing in Maryland and around the country, and 
with the governor’s sponsorship and our 
growing coalition, we are hopeful that equal-
ity can soon be realized in Maryland.”

Amid the rejoicing, there was also dis-
sent. Executive Director Mary Ellen Russell 
of the Maryland Catholic Conference said 
in a statement that the Conference suffered 
“great disappointment” that the governor in-
tends to sponsor the bill. Speaking to the 
catholic review she said, “The decision 
still is in the hands of the General Assembly 
and, to date, they have chosen not to rede-
fine marriage and we hope they will contin-
ue to listen to their consciences and constit-
uents and remain with the decision they 
made last session.”

The Religious Freedom and Civil 

Marriage Protection Act failed in the pre-
vious session. After having passed in the 
Senate, it was never brought to a vote in the 
House of Delegates. 

The decision to table the bill was made 
after progressive delegates had withdrawn 
support. Co-sponsors Delegate Jill Carter 
and freshman Delegate Tiffany Alston 
had flip-flopped 
over the bill at 
the last min-
ute leaving the 
momentum in a 
tailspin that re-
sulted in a lack 
of determina-
tion to bring the 
bill to a vote. 
Supporters now 
believe that ac-
tive support 
from the gover-
nor will provide 
the courage 
that delegates 
need to vote in 
favor of a mea-
sure that some 

O’MALLEy WILL SPOnSOR 
MARRIAGE EqUALITy

– continued from front page
4800 Atwell Road, Shady Side, MD. Tickets 
are $40 each. 

On August 14, “I’m From Driftwood” 
presentation and discussion with Nathan 
Manske, creator of the acclaimed web-
site “I’m From Driftwood” (www.imfromdrift-
wood.com), which documents true first-per-
son LGBT stories from around the world. 
The specific time has not been set. It will 
take place at the Annapolis Friends Meeting 
House, 351 Dubois Road, Annapolis, MD 
22401. The event is co-sponsored with 
Evolve Chesapeake (www.evolvechesa-
peake.com). Donations are requested to help 
with expenses.

On August 16, there will be a discussion 
with Midge Potts, transgender activist and 
three-time candidate for U.S. Congress in 
Missouri Tuesday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 49 
West Cafe, 49 West St., Annapolis MD (back 
room). The event is co-sponsored with the 
Anne Arundel Green Party, www.mdgreens.
org. Admission is free. 

And, of course, the Pride week culmi-
nates with the festival on Saturday, August 
20, “Gay on the Bay.” Visit www.chesapeake-
pridefestival.org, for more information on any 
or all of the above events. t

constituencies, especially among faith 
groups, have rejected.

Governor O’Malley’s outspoken 
Catholicism and oft-repeated insistence that 
religious freedom must be protected put him 
in a favorable position among Catholic voters 
and legislators, who hold considerable sway 
in the Free State. t

—continued from previous page
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Early this year after attending an event 
with other advocates near Charles Street 
here in Baltimore I mentioned to another 
trans activist that the new, free, Purple Line 
bus, was a great way to get around the city. 
She suggested it would be dirty because it 
was free. No, “it’s a clean bus,” I said.

“That must be the white people’s bus,” 
she said. Racism 
still lives in our 
community.

Before we start 
pointing fingers at 
one of the oldest and 
most respected civ-
il rights organiza-
tions in the country, 
we had better wash 
our hands first. The 
transgender commu-

nity in Maryland has marginalized African 
Americans and African American transwom-
en no less than it seems the NAACP may 
be marginalizing the transgender commu-
nity now. Gender Rights Maryland seems 
to have broken the mold and invited African 
American leaders to be on their board. I think 
before we start demanding a seat at the ta-
ble we had better acknowledge first our own 
transgressions. t

The NAACP held its Annual National 
Convention this weekend in Los Angeles. On 
Monday, July 25, they held their first LGBT 
Town Hall Meeting. This was supposed to be 
a success in diversity for the century old or-
ganization, and it was widely applauded by 
the LGBT community. The transgender com-
munity however was not pleased. The orga-
nization, like other civil rights organizations, 
had dropped the “T.” No transgender speak-
er had been invited.

Some activists, me included, wrote to 
the organization suggesting that they include 
Baltimore trans-activist Sandy Rawls, or 
Monica Roberts from Texas. There are plenty 
of African American transwomen and trans-
men with credibility in their communities. 

That said the gay and lesbian inclu-

sion was a big advance from the past. Ben 
Jealous, president and CEO of the NAACP, 
was all about asking the LGBT commu-
nity to join in the One Nation March last 
October. A week before the march he had 
been in Manhattan urging the LGBT commu-
nity to join in the event so that they could ral-
ly together with the Democratic Socialists of 
America and the Communist Party USA. 

However, when Mr. Jealous had his 
chance to speak he didn’t say anything about 
LGBT equality. He spoke about “family val-
ues” but failed to acknowledge that same 
sex families are denied justice. Collaboration 
with the LGBT world was new to the NAACP 
world. But this is a new year and we are gain-
ing political credibility at breakneck speed af-
ter the big win in New York.

Everybody wants to be on our bandwag-
on now. It is a big bandwagon and since 
we put the word “diversity” into almost ev-
ery schoolbook and employers handbook 
in the country we had better start being di-
verse. Asking the NAACP to remember the 
“T” in LGBT is appropriate. Nevertheless, the 
rancor in which some within the transgender 
community are saying it is a little out of place.

Let’s look back no further than earlier 
this year at Equality Maryland’s Sharp Street 
headquarters. It was the first meeting of what 

Let’s Be Civil 

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

was then called the Transgender Legislative 
Workgroup meeting. Not a single African 
American attended, none among the staff or 
board members, and none among the partic-
ipants. The entire legislative session passed 
without a single African American attend-
ing the meetings. Then Executive Director 
Morgan Meneses-Sheets was visibly dis-
turbed that the or-
ganization was even 
being questioned on 
such a matter.

No effort was 
made to add “di-
versity” to that par-
ticular civil rights 
organization.

While I think it is 
worthwhile to expect 
that a respected civ-
il rights organization should step up to the 
twenty first century and work for our rights 
I do not believe it is wholly their responsibili-
ty. It is our responsibility to network with their 
leadership and join in their struggle. Sitting 
on the sidelines and hurling accusations of 
transphobia are not helpful; it is divisive. It 
is not as though the transgender communi-
ty has been involved much in the struggle for 
justice for the black community. 

“Since we put the word 
‘diversity’ into almost 
every schoolbook and 
employers handbook 

in the country we 
had better start being 

diverse.”
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THE ANNUAL 

GAY & LESBIAN NIGHT WITH 
SEPTEMBER 10
2011 FROM 8 PM TO 1 AMGAY & LESBIAN NIGHT WITH 

DJ Steve Henderson  
SPINNING ON INTERNATIONAL STREET  
From 11pm to 1am

Tickets 
$33 IN ADVANCE ONLINE. $36 AT THE GATE 
Visit kingsdominion.com and click on TICKETS. 
Scroll to the bottom of the page & enter “gaynight” 
as the company ID to get the special BHT price.

Parking  
$12

PRIDE SUNSET CRUISE
6:00 TO 8:00PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13TH
Departing from Discovery Village 
Marina, Shady Side, MD 

On the West River aboard Richard Lee, 
one of the last wooden tour boats to 
be built in the Chesapeake Bay.

Purchase festival tickets at:  
chesapeakepridefestival.org 

Tickets are $40.

I’M FROM DRIFTWOOD
TIME TBD
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH 
Annapolis Friends Meeting House 
351 Dubois Road, Annapolis, MD

Event co-sponsored with Evolve 
Chesapeake: evolvechesapeake.org

Free admission.

TRANSCENDING STEREOTYPES
6:30 TO 8:00 PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16TH 
49 West Cafe Back Room 
49 West St., Annapolis MD 

Event co-sponsored with the Anne 
Arundel Green Party: mdgreens.org

Free admission.

CHESAPEAKE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
NOON TO 6:00 PM
MAYO BEACH PARK 
4150 Honeysuckle Drive 
Edgewater, MD

Don’t miss Stormy Vain’s Fabulous  
Drag Show!

$5 suggested donation.

CHESAPEAKE PRIDE FESTIVAL  
www.chesapeakepridefestival.org      •      info@chesapeakepridefestival.org
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Philadelphia 
Catholic Church 
gets more hateful
Philadelphia, PA – There was a shift in 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia that will 
bring an outspoken antigay religious lead-
er to the helm of 
the city’s Catholic 
community. Earlier 
this week, Pope 
Benedict XVI ac-
cepted the res-
ignation of cur-
rent Philadelphia 
Cardinal Justin 
Rigali and named 
Denver Archbishop 
Charles Chaput 
as his successor. 
Chaput, 66, will be 
installed Sept. 8.Church law required Rigali 
to submit his letter of resignation when he 
turned 75 last year. 

Chaput comes to Philadelphia after a 14-
year run as Archbishop of Denver, during 
which time he espoused myriad antigay po-
sitions. Last year he made for his diocese’s 
decision to bar two children, whose parents 
are lesbians, from continuing their education 
in a diocesan school. In a statement, the di-
ocese said the parents, whose kids were at 
the time in preschool and kindergarten, were 
“living in open discord with Catholic teach-
ing in areas of faith and morals” and “unfor-
tunately choose by their actions to disqualify 
their children from enrollment.” In a news-
paper column Chaput authored on the sub-
ject, he wrote that the Catholic Church does 
not claim “people with a homosexual orien-
tation are ‘bad’ or that their children are less 
loved by God. Quite the opposite. But what 
the church does teach is that sexual intima-
cy by anyone outside marriage is wrong, that 
marriage is a sacramental covenant and that 
marriage can only occur between a man and 
a woman.” 

Chaput has been a vocal antagonist to 
those seeking a more inclusive and caring 
church community. Earlier this year, Chaput 
was a leading voice in the effort to defeat a 
bill that would have granted civil unions in 
Colorado, a measure that fell one vote short. 
“The civil-unions debate is about securing 
legitimacy for social arrangements and per-
sonal behaviors that most societies and re-
ligious traditions have found problematic 
from long experience,” Chaput wrote in April. 
“They copy marriage and family and in the 
process they compete with and diminish the 

BEyOnD ThE BELTWAy

uniquely important status of both.” Chaput 
has pressed for communion to be denied 
to pro-choice politicians and, ahead of the 
2004 presidential election, warned that those 
who voted for pro-choice Catholic Sen. John 
Kerry were “cooperating in evil” and needed 
to seek confession, although he maintains 
his comments were taken out of context. In 
2000, Chaput warned Denver-area priests 
against celebrating Mass for LGBT Catholic 
organization Dignity. (PhiladelPhia Gay News 
– Jen colletta at epgn.com)

Ghana official 
reportedly 
rounding up gays 
Ghana – A powerful official in the African 
country of Ghana has reportedly ordered the 
arrest of all Gays in his region. According to 
the Christian website MyJoyOnline, Western 
Region Minister Paul Evans Aidoo or-
dered the immediate arrest of all Gay peo-
ple on July 20. A 
‘Region Minister’ 
is the equivalent 
of a governor in 
the U.S. Ghana’s 
Western Region 
is reportedly ‘a 
beehive of activ-
ities linked with 
homosexua l i t y.’ 
According to reports in Ghana’s media, the 
Western and Central Regions together have 
a total of 8,000 gay men and lesbians. 

Aidoo ordered the Bureau of National 
Investigations – Ghana’s equivalent of the 
FBI – and all local police agencies to ‘smoke 
out’ anyone suspected of engaging in same-
sex relations. He also called on landlords 
and neighbors of suspected Gay people to 
inform on them. ‘All efforts are being made to 
get rid of these people in the society,’ he as-
sured his supporters. 

Aidoo’s directive follows months of agita-
tion against Gays in Ghana. On July 19, the 
Christian Council of Ghana issued a strong-
ly worded condemnation of Gay people and 
warned Ghanans not to vote for any politician 
who supports LGBT rights. That statement 
followed a series of anti-Gay demonstrations 
sponsored by Muslim and Christian religious 
leaders. Predictably, they characterized same-
sex relations as ‘ungodly and demonic.’ Aidoo 
himself is Roman Catholic. Aidoo said that 
once Gays are arrested ‘they will be hauled be-
fore court to test the strength of the law which 
frowns upon homosexuality in the country.’ 

Meanwhile, a lawyer at the Kwame 

Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology challenged the legitimacy of 
Aidoo’s order. Ernest Kofi Abotsi said that 
no person can be arrested for same-sex re-
lations, because the law banning ‘unnatural 
carnal knowledge’ is ambiguous and does 
not necessarily refer to Gays. That question 
should go to Ghana’s Supreme Court, he 
said. Sex between males is illegal in Ghana, 
but the criminal code does not specify a pen-
alty. Sex between women is not illegal. There 
were no registered Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender (LGBT) organizations’ in 
Ghana, the report continued. ‘LGBT persons 
faced widespread discrimination, as well as 
police harassment and extortion attempts. 
Gay men in prison often were subjected to 
sexual and other physical abuse.’ (seattle 
Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.org)

NY anti-gay group 
to support gay 
marriage opponents
new york, ny – A New York-based anti-gay 
group is raising money for clerks and other 
employees who plan to resign because of the 
new marriage equality law. New Yorkers for 
Constitutional Freedoms (NYCF) started the 
Courage Fund after Barker Town Clerk Laura 
Fotusky quit. Fotusky said helping gay and 
lesbian couples 
get married would 
compromise her 
religious beliefs.

“Laura Fotusky 
is just the begin-
ning,” the group 
posted on their 
website. NYCF 
says they plan to assist other “people of con-
science” who object to the new law. Their 
goal is to raise enough money to replace 
Fotusky’s $24,205 salary and fight marriage 
equality in New York. “Imagine the power of 
25,000 Christians from all across the nation 
sending one dollar to let Laura know that she 
is not alone,” NYCF Executive Director Rev. 
Jason McGuire said. “That would be a mes-
sage of Christian testimony the culture could 
not ignore.”

Religious organizations are not required 
to solemnize same-sex marriages but oppo-
nents say that’s not enough. They want pro-
tections for state employees and other indi-
viduals who don’t support the new law. The 
marriage equality law takes effect in New 
York State on Sunday. NYCF members plan 
to protest the first ceremonies performed at 
clerk offices. (365Gay.com – Jon Fairbanks)

AZ transgender 
agency forced to 
find a new home
Phoenix, AZ – A Valley nonprofit crisis in-
tervention agency that provides services to 
transgender people facing difficult situations 
now faces a challenge of its own. This Is 

H.O.W. has lost 
its lease and 
has launched 
a fundraising 
campaign to 
move to a per-
manent home. 
“It’s not a happy 
moment at all,” 
said Antonia 
D’orsay, execu-
tive director of 
This Is H.O.W. 
“We have a full 
house. We’re 

at capacity, and we are desperately trying to 
raise this funding because if we can’t, that 
means there are some people who will ba-
sically be rendered homeless.” The organi-
zation must raise a minimum of $20,000 in 
order to place a down payment on a new 
property and maintain its current level of ser-
vice, D’orsay said.

This Is H.O.W. leases a residential prop-
erty to provide housing and support to at-
risk transgender people. The group learned 
in late June that their landlord is losing the 
property to foreclosure, and the group must 
relocate before August 24. The house cur-
rently has eight residents.

Founded in 2006 by Regina Gazalle, This 
is H.O.W. provides emergency housing and 
other services to transgender individuals. 

Under D’orsay’s leadership, the group 
has expanded its programs, added struc-
ture and oversight and a focus on the 
group’s core mission statement: “to create 
opportunities and environments that em-
power transgender people to recover, to 
succeed in accomplishing goals, to recon-
nect with themselves and others, and strive 
for a purpose in life, making them healthy, 
vibrant and whole.” 

The group runs a structured six-month 
program with assessments and benchmarks 
to help its residents overcome adversity 
and guide them toward setting and reaching 
their goals, D’orsay said. “Life Made Better” 
is the group’s motto. (echo MaGaziNe – cait 
brennan dee at echomag.com)

cOMPILED By jIM BEcKER

Archbishop 
charles chaput

Laura Fotusky
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Bullied Arizona 
teen meets 
president and VP
Washington, D.c. – Caleb Laieski, of 
Surprise, Arizona met President Barack 
Obama and Vice President Joe Biden dur-
ing the LGBT Pride Month reception June 29 
at the White House. During the brief time he 
met the president, Laieski said he suggest-
ed that Obama add an LGBT youth adviser 
position to the administration. After meeting 
Obama, Biden showed up at the reception 
in the East Room of the White House and 
Laieski had a photo taken with the vice presi-
dent and repeated the proposal.

Laieski, 16, endured bullying while he 
attended high school in Surprise and put a 
spotlight the school district’s policy, which 
was later changed to include protections for 
sexual orientation. He left school in January 
and completed a GED. 

Laieski lobbied for safe schools around 
the state and testified for legislation at the 
Arizona Capitol. Earlier this year, he attended 
the first White House Conference on Bullying 
Prevention. In May, he went to Washington to 
lobby congressional offices for the Student 
Non-Discrimination Act. (echo MaGaziNe at 
echomag.com)

Philly gay senior 
housing not 
granted tax credit 
Philadelphia, PA – Backers of the proposed 
William Way Senior Residences announced 
this week that the project was not among 
the list of housing programs selected for tax 
credits from the 
state. Had it been 
selected, the tax 
credit could have 
generated about 
$12 million in equi-
ty for the program, 
which would offer 
low-income LGBT-
friendly senior 
housing in a building adjoining the William 
Way LGBT Community Center. Organizers 
will have the opportunity to apply again in the 
coming months.

The Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Agency awarded eight projects in 
Philadelphia County with the Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credit. Among the local awards 
were two for projects geared toward the el-
derly. Approximately 55 percent of the PHFA 
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Northampton, urges 
MA to support 
trans rights
northampton, MA – On July 7, the 
Northampton City Council unanimous-
ly passed a resolution in support of the 
Transgender Equal Rights Bill. The resolu-
tion called for the legislature to act quick-

ly to pass the 
T r a n s g e n d e r 
Equal Rights Bill. 
The Northampton 
City Council 
passed its trans-
gender non-dis-
crimination ordi-
nance in 2005. 
Amherst, Boston 
and Cambridge 

have also passed ordinances protecting 
transgender people from discrimination. In 
March, the Boston City Council also unani-
mously passed a resolution in support of the 
Transgender Equal Rights Bill and called for 
its swift passage in the legislature.

“We are grateful to the Northampton 
City Council for its unanimous support of 
the Transgender Equal Rights Bill and for 
recognizing that all Massachusetts resi-
dents, including transgender people, de-
serve an equal opportunity to earn a living 
and provide for themselves and their fami-
lies,” said Gunner Scott, executive director 
of the Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition. “We hope the legislature will follow 
their lead, and the lead of the Boston City 
Council, by passing this bill this year.” Genny 
Beemyn, director of the UMass Amherst 
Stonewall Center, who spearheaded the res-
olution said, “I am excited that the city coun-
cil recognized the importance of protecting 
the rights of transgender people through-
out the Commonwealth... Northampton and 
Amherst have transgender-inclusive nondis-
crimination laws, but in the rest of Western 
Massachusetts, we can lose our jobs, be 
turned down for housing, and be denied ser-
vice at restaurants with no legal recourse.”

“Providing all transgender residents of 
Massachusetts with protection from vio-
lence or discrimination is an urgent matter on 
which the legislature needs to act quickly,” 
said Northampton City Councilor Marianne 
LaBarge. “That’s why we passed this resolu-
tion unanimously. No one should have to live 
with the threat of violence or of being fired 
from their job or denied a place to live sim-
ply because of who they are.” (Bay wiNdows – 
Sue o’connell at baywindows.com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of BaltiMore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

tax credits are set aside for six specific re-
gions, with the rest going to fund areas such 
as preservation, supportive housing and stra-
tegic investment. Of the regional set-asides, 
approximately 18.73 percent is allocated to 
Region 1, which includes Philadelphia and 
the four surrounding counties. The regional 
set-asides are further divided statewide by 
purpose, with 55 percent of the allocation de-
voted to general housing and 45 percent for 
senior occupancy. Thirty-three projects were 
selected for the credits throughout the state, 
with 12 devoted to the elderly, approximate-
ly 36 percent.

The Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld Fund, which 
is spearheading the William Way project 
along with development company Pennrose 
Properties, will have 90 days to reapply. 
Jacob Fisher, Pennrose development officer, 
said projects often have to apply three times 
for the tax credit before they’re approved. 
“We know that it’s a highly, highly competi-
tive resource,” he said. “And there are a lot 
of good projects out there. So it can be dif-
ficult to get funded the first time around.” 
Organizers will meet with PHFA represen-
tatives in the next few weeks to review the 
original application and receive feedback on 
strengthening it. Larry Felzer, director of de-
velopment at SeniorLAW Center, noted, “[t]
his project has put the need for LGBT se-
nior housing on the radar screen of many 
in Philadelphia for the first time, which also 
raises awareness of other issues LGBT el-
ders deal with. (PhiladelPhia Gay News – Jen 
colletta at epgn.com)

US Senate confirms 
first open gay man 
as federal judge
Washington, D.c. – The first federal judge 
to be an openly gay man was confirmed by 
the United States Senate July 18. The vote 
was 80 to 13. J. Paul Oetken will take his 
seat as a federal judge in Manhattan af-
ter President Obama signs his commis-
sion. Oetken, 45, graduated from Yale Law 
School and formerly worked as a lawyer for 
the Clinton administration.

“The old barriers that existed in society 
are crumbling. That’s what this will say,” said 
Sen. Charles Schumer in a New York times 
article Schumer recommended Oetken’s ap-
pointment to President Obama last year. “It 
would be premature to believe that Oetken’s 
easy confirmation heralds some new post-
sexual era in American politics; the fight 
over gay marriage continues undiminished. 
But it was a signal moment nonetheless,” 

said Dana Milbank in an opinion piece in the 
Washington Post.

The vote and approval of Oetken went 
over with little fanfare – 
social conservatives like 
Tom Coburn, John Cornyn, 
Jeff Sessions, and Jon 
Kyl voted for him. Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, an Iowa 
Republican, spoke in favor 
of Oetken without mention-
ing his sexual orientation. 
Oetken follows in Judge 

Deborah Batts’ footsteps. Batts, an out lesbi-
an, was confirmed in 1994. They are the only 
two openly LGBT federal judges. t (365Gay.
com – blair mishleau)

j. Paul Oetken

On September 13, Vote Odette 
Ramos for City Council, 12th District

Odette is experienced and ready to:
-  Ensure safe streets, spaces, and 

neighborhoods
-  Move city government to work 

efficiently and effectively.
- Solve problems in neighborhoods
- Invest in our youth 

Leadership, Integrity, No Excuses.

“Odette’s track record 
speaks for itself. She is 
ready to lead and serve in 
the 12th District”  
- Delegate Maggie McIntosh

www.odetteramos.com
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By cAThy BREnnAn
Last April, the world watched in horror as vid-
eo of Teonna Brown and a juvenile beating 
Chrissy Polis at a Rosedale McDonald’s aired 
repeatedly on major national and internation-
al media outlets and spread virally over the 
World Wide Web. In response, a number of 
local activists, including me, organized a ral-
ly against hate and vio-
lence. There is no doubt 
– and it cannot be de-
bated – that the attack 
on Ms. Polis was brutal, 
wrong and criminal.

Now, Ms. Brown 
stands charged with 
first-degree assault, 
a felony, and a raft 
of misdemeanor as-
sault charges. She 
also stands accused 
of a hate crime based 
on Ms. Polis’ “gender 
identity.” Ms. Brown faces these charges in 
Baltimore County no less, which has the du-
bious distinction of sending more people to 
death row – most of them African-American – 
than any other county in Maryland.

The charge against Ms. Brown flows as a 
direct consequence of advocacy by Equality 
Maryland and other GLBT activists, who suc-
ceeded in 2005 in passing House Bill 692, 
which expanded Maryland’s hate crimes stat-
ute to include crimes committed because of 
a victim’s sexual orientation or gender identi-
ty. Now, I have never supported hate crimes 
legislation, so I might quibble with the “victo-
ry” achieved in criminalizing even more con-
duct. But HB 692 has been the law of Maryland 
since October 1, 2005, and may have been 
consigned to the dustbin of legislative victories 
but for Ms. Brown’s evil attack on Ms. Polis.

And this, of course, is where things get 
sticky. Criminalizing attacks against some vic-
tims based on their status – whether that sta-
tus derives from race, religion sex, or sexual 
orientation – is problematic for some of us who 
value freedom of speech and expression, even 
when we despise and strongly disagree with 
the speech. When laws single out hate-based 
crimes from other acts of violence – which are 
all, of course, hateful – you cannot escape the 
fact that you are treating perpetrators of vio-
lence differently because of the ideas and be-
liefs they are expressing. Given that we live in 
a country where our constitution provides as 
item number one “Freedom of Speech,” there 
is a certain logic fail to these types of laws.

An analysis of the potential constitutional 

flaws with the Maryland hate crimes law goes 
beyond the scope of a column in a local gay pa-
per. But there is another problem with this legis-
lation that bears some discussion, as no doubt it 
foreshadows the anticipated legislation pushed 
by Gender Rights Maryland and others to ban 
discrimination based on “gender identity.”

The hate crimes law separately punish-
es a person who com-
mits a crime or attempts 
to commit a crime 
against a person be-
cause of that person’s 
“gender-related identi-
ty.” Attacking someone 
because of their “gen-
der-related identity” will 
earn you a criminal mis-
demeanor charge pun-
ishable by a maximum 3 
years in jail and a $5,000 
fine. That’s in addition to 
whatever underlying of-

fense with which the state has charged you.
Of course, as a lawyer, I have to ask 

– what’s a “gender-related identity”? The 
Maryland Code does not further define “gen-
der-related identity.” Looking at the bill jacket, 
I see that it was meant to protect people who 
identify as “transgender,” although it could 
equally be said that the “gender-related identi-
ties” might cover cross dressers or men wear-
ing French maid’s costumes for Halloween. Or, 
perhaps, it means something else? Are we re-
ally saying that there are “identities” that go 
along with our “gender”? And if we are saying 
that, is it too much to ask to have that spelled 
out more clearly in a criminal statute that has 
serious real-life consequences?

As “feel good” as it is to be able to charge a 
defendant with something extra because of the 
outrage we feel at what they did, it is a funda-
mental right to be able to know what charge you 
are charged with so you can fight it – and with 
a category as vague as “gender-related identi-
ty,” there’s no “there” there. If I cannot tell from 
a statute what “gender-related identity” means, 
how can I defend against it when I am charged 
with this crime – which leads us back to Ms. 
Brown, who has been housed at the Baltimore 
County Detention Center since April and cele-
brated her 19th birthday there in early July. 

It is absolutely clear from the video that Ms. 
Brown beat Ms. Polis in a manner that would 
warrant conviction under the assault charge. 
Indeed, Ms. Brown is probably lucky she is not 
facing attempted murder charges. But it’s un-
clear from the video that Ms. Brown attacked 
Ms. Polis because of Ms. Polis’ “gender-relat-

Group Protection vs. Individual Rights
By REv. MOThER MEREDITh MOISE
Couples are lining up in droves to get mar-
ried in New York. Whether the couples have 
been together 50 years or couples togeth-
er for 50 minutes, people are taking steps to 
make their commitments legal. Many of us 
thought that we would never see this day.

This is truly a time to celebrate. However, 
our community should not rest on its lau-
rels. We still have a lot to do in Maryland and 
in many other states. For us, this is not just 
about marriage. This is about people recog-
nizing who we are human beings.

As the celebrations fade, the work of rec-
ognition and affirmation will still be there. As 
much as our movement has been consumed 
with marriage equality, there are many more 
obstacles to conquer. 

Our community is often the brunt of un-
bridled attacks from the religious right and 
fundamentalists of every stripe. 

Gay, lesbian and trans gender young 
people are often the target of bullies as well 

as intolerant parents who may put them out 
of their homes because of who they are. We 
are still dealing with violence against trans 
gender people, including sexual assault and 
murder. 

Our focus should continue to evolve. 
When our movement began, it grew out of 
the need to defend, protect and love our-
selves. Our fore parents in this struggle 
made active choices to resist forces of dehu-
manization and ambivalence. The movement 
evolved in the age of AIDS and our demand 
for human dignity grew louder. Now we find 
ourselves at another crossroads. 

For every setback, there is a correspond-
ing victory. We continue to make strides. Our 
victory in New York should be coupled with 
action. Communities across the nation re-
sponding to this victory, can work on expand-
ing protections and legal rights. Celebrate 
now and work even harder later to secure the 
protections, rights and freedoms, which are 
inherently ours by virtue of birth. t

A New York State of Mind
ThInKInG OUT LOUD

 I was shocked and stunned this week to see 
a political candidate who is not gay and not 
known to any of us in the community say 
that one of our own in the GLBT communi-
ty “could not win” a race against her. The gay 
candidate, Jason Curtis, who is running for 
city council in Baltimore’s 12th District, is al-
ready winning. He has led my neighborhood 

of Mount Vernon for almost a decade as a 
dedicated community leader and volunteer, 
including long and dedicated service as the 
president of our neighborhood association. 
Just look around Mount Vernon and you’ll 
see Jason Curtis winning all over the place: 
safer streets, cleaner and greener sidewalks 
and parks, recreation for families, and strong 
partnerships with other neighborhoods, 
city agencies, and elected officials. Mount 
Vernon went from struggling to successful in 
the past 10 years because of Jason Curtis’ 
hard work and dedication as a volunteer 
who has given over 10,000 hours of his time 
to turn a dense and diverse neighborhood 
around. We don’t need a bunch of talking, 
which is all the interviewed candidate has to 
offer. The gay community, and our city, both 
need the dedication, organization, hands-
on commitment, and clear, unqualified re-
sults that Jason Curtis has brought to his 
own neighborhood. We all should be rallying 
behind Jason Curtis to make him Baltimore 
City’s first openly gay city council repre-
sentative in history. The only way this unin-
formed opponent will win is if the gay com-
munity sits on the sidelines and allows Jason 
Curtis, who is one of our own, to be defeated.   

Larry Peterson 
Mt. Vernon

READER FEEDBAcK

Jason Curtis 
dedicated to the 

community

ed identity.” In the days following the publica-
tion of the video, it came out that the confronta-
tion between Ms. Brown and Ms. Polis seemed 
to have more to do with Ms. Polis talking to Ms. 
Brown’s boyfriend.

Ms. Brown will stand trial in late August. 
No doubt we’ll learn more about the details of 
the assault them. But for now, I have to ask 
this question – in our desire to correct a per-
ceived problem (i.e., crimes against transgen-
der people), is it ok that we adopt laws that 
have no meaning or definition? Do you trust 
the state to come up with what “gender-relat-
ed identity” means?

I don’t. t

Teonna Brown
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hEALTh AnD WELLnESS

Dear Dr. Eva,
I have read that there is a new kind of 

gonorrhea which is untreatable. Is this true? 
Has it been seen in our area?

Worried

Dear Worried,
In addition to a literature review, for this 

article I also interviewed and want to thank 
Dr. Khalil Ghanem, associate professor of 
medicine at Johns Hopkins. 

First, it’s important to understand that ev-
ery type of infection comes in multiple strains 
or varieties. This makes it difficult to make state-
ments about gonorrhea as a whole, because 
different strains vary in their characteristics. For 
this reason, in this column I will keep referring 
to “certain strains” of gonorrhea, because most 
of what I’m saying does not apply to all strains. 

An article was published on July 8 in 
the morbidity and mortality Weekly report 
(MMWR), the publication of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), de-
scribing two separate issues involving new 
strains of gonorrhea. Gonorrhea is the bac-
teria that causes gonorrheal urethritis, also 
called “drip” or “clap.” Gonorrhea is a fairly 
common infection. It does not always cause 
symptoms – while many people who have 
gonorrhea infection will experience a dis-
charge from the vagina, penis, or anus, oth-
ers will have no signs of infection at all. In 
addition to discharge (drip), some strains of 
gonorrhea can spread throughout the body 
to cause skin pustules, joint infections, heart 
infection (endocarditis) and even meningitis.

The first issue discussed in the MMWR 
article was that some gonorrhea strains in 
the US are losing their sensitivity to ceftriax-
one, the injectable antibiotic which is currently 
the gold standard for treatment. These strains 
had already lost susceptibility to all antibiotics 
which can be taken by mouth. For example, 
Cipro (ciprofloxacin) and Suprax (cefixime), 
two oral antibiotics which until recently were 

the main treatments used. Now some strains 
are losing susceptibility to injected ceftriaxone. 
Therefore, the CDC is now recommending that 
all cases of gonorrhea be treated with 250 mg 
of injectable ceftriaxone (which is double the 
dose used in the past) plus 1 gram of azithro-
mycin, a second antibiotic, by mouth. Many 
(but by no means all) strains of gonorrhea are 
still susceptible to azithromycin. The idea is 
that, by using two antibiotics instead of one, we 
may be able to slow the evolution of new resis-
tant strains. This is very similar to the idea of 
using two or three effective anti-HIV drugs to-
gether to prevent HIV from becoming resistant. 
Gonorrhea bacteria, like HIV virus, happens to 
mutate very frequently.

Like many other new sexually trans-
mitted diseases have been, these resis-
tant strains of gonorrhea are being found 
mostly in men who have sex with men.

In a second, separate issue, one case 
has been identified in Japan in which the pa-
tient’s gonorrhea was not susceptible to any 
oral drugs nor to high dose injectable ceftri-
axone. Resistance this extreme has nev-
er been seen before. It is very worrisome, 
even though it has not been seen outside 
Japan and has, so far, only been seen in one 
individual. All epidemics start with one indi-
vidual, and the infected individual in this case 
was a sex worker so a large number of peo-
ple may have been exposed. What these two 
situations have in common is that they high-
light the fact that we are running out of medi-
cines to treat gonorrhea. If resistance to cef-
triaxone becomes widespread, it will be very 
difficult to avoid an epidemic of gonorrhea. 

The good news is that you can avoid 
this infection! Gonorrhea is 100% prevent-
able with condom use. This means condom 
use for oral sex as well as for anal and vaginal 
intercourse. The myth persists that it’s not nec-
essary to use condoms for oral sex, and in part 
for this reason we are seeing more and more 
cases of gonorrhea infection in the mouth and 
throat. If you have had unprotected oral sex, 
it’s very important to get tested. Gonorrhea in 
the throat usually does not cause any symp-
toms, so the infected person continues to car-
ry gonorrhea in their throat without suspecting 
that they are infected. The test for throat gonor-
rhea is simple and just involves swabbing the 
throat with a cotton swab, like getting a test for 
strep throat. A routine throat culture will not test 
for gonorrhea, so you must tell your medical 
provider that you want to be tested for gonor-
rhea specifically. If you did not have enough 
good reasons to use a condom before, may-
be this will tip the balance for you. t

dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 
chase brexton Health Services. 

New strains of 
Gonorrhea are 

difficult to treat

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh
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Sometimes I often wonder who the real win-
ner is. You have a couple that’s been in a lov-
ing relationship for years. Well one of them 
after many years of being faithful decides 
to cheat. He still loves his partner with all of 
his heart and wants nothing but the best for 
them both. However, he can’t come clean to 
his partner about what he’s been doing on 
the side. His partner is completely oblivious 
to what’s been happening behind his back. 
He thinks he has a man that loves only him 
and has been faithful throughout the course 
of their relationship. To all of their friends and 
everyone else that knows of them they seem 
like the perfect couple.

There are three factors to take into 
account. 

The cheating partner, he has the perfect 
husband but he is also creeping. I choose to 
use the word creeping, because he is sleep-
ing with random people. I would classify it 
as an affair if it were the same piece of ass 
that he was hitting every time he decided to 
creep. He knows it’s wrong, but the thrill of 
getting new ass is too great. Even though he 
is creeping his love for is partner continues to 
grow. How odd is that? Let’s not judge.

The perfect husband, he’s your typ-
ical guy, handsome and has all the right 
things going for him. He is deeply in love 
with his partner and everyone can see it. 
Unfortunately for him he can’t see or is un-
willing to see the indiscretions of his partner.

The random pieces (the one night 
stand) are completely unaware that the guy 
that just sexed them within an inch of their 
life is in a committed relationship, basically 
a marriage. They have hopes of seeing him 
again and some even have hopes of devel-
oping something more.

So who is the winner in all of this? I say 
no one.

The cheater is hoping that he is not found 

out by his partner. Random pieces that were 
supposed to be one hit wonders are steadi-
ly contacting him for another taste. This was 
not in his plans. He seems to think that get-
ting some on the side would be quick, easy 
and drama free. Being a gay man, I know 
nothing is drama free especially when it 
comes to infidelity.

The husband is still in the dark, thinking 
everything is peaches n’ cream.

The random pieces are clamoring to be 
the official arm piece; little do they know that 
position is filled.

Now what if the husband finds out about 
his partner’s transgressions, what should he 
do?

Should he confront him? Yes.
Now once he’s confronted his partner, 

what should he do?
Should he leave him or should he give 

him another chance?

If it were you, would you have wanted to 
remain in the dark?

If you were the cheater, would you at-
tempt to work on your relationship? What 
would you suggest to your partner in order to 
regain his trust?

If you were the random piece, would you 
continue to indulge in a man that’s not emo-
tionally available?

Were you aware that the man that just 
sexed your brains out, was involved with 
someone else and has he been lying to you 
the whole time while your legs are up in the 
air?

If he were found to have been lying to 
you, what would your reaction be?

These are serious scenarios or ques-
tions that we sometimes find ourselves in; 
would you rather stay in the dark or embrace 
the light and some of the harsh truths that it 
may hold? t

to hear more from Shawn bradley check 
out Guysatbrunch.com. also be sure to pick 
up his debut comedy cd a BottoM like Me, 
now on itunes and amazon.com.

In the Dark

Hearts
and Minds

Shawn Bradley

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
July 28 – August 13

July 
28-30 

Pride Festival of 
central PA

A variety of activi-
ties and events de-
signed to showcase 
the community, now 
in its 20th anniver-
sary year. The Pride 
Festival of Central PA 
attracts over 5000 visi-
tors to South Riverfront 
Park, and over 1000 
visitors to the pa-
rade in Harrisburg, 
PA. For more informa-
tion about the Pride 
Festival of Central PA, 
for more information 
visit Pocpa.prideofcen-
tralpa.org

July 31 
Transgender and 

Faith community 
conversation

The Interfaith 
Fairness Coalition of 
Maryland presents 
a conversation with 
and about people of 
faith and transgen-
der / transsexual, gen-
der-nonconforming 
people. This is an op-
portunity to learn to-
gether with the goal 
of creating more wel-
coming and support-
ing faith and spiritu-
al communities.There 
will also be an exhibi-
tion of the “Pioneering 
Voices” Exhibit, by and 
about gender non-
conforming people. 3 
to 6 pm Metropolitan 
Community Church, 
401 W. Monument St., 
Baltimore, MD 

August 
5-14 

Baltimore 
Summer Restaurant 
Week Returns!

Participating res-
taurants will offer spe-
cial prix-fixe dinner 
menus for $35.11 and 
some will have lunch 
menus for $20.11. 
This summer, restau-
rants participating in 
Baltimore Restaurant 
Week have commit-
ted to support The 
Journey Home, Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake’s plan to make 
homelessness rare 
and brief in Baltimore 
City. For a list of partic-
ipating restaurants visit 
www.baltimorerestau-
rantweek.com

August 10 
Transgender 

Issues Working 
Group

The input and per-
spective of our trans-
gender supporters 
is absolutely vital for 
the advancement of 
transgender issues, 
legislation and edu-
cation in our com-
munity. The working 
group meets every oth-
er Wednesday at the 
Equality Maryland of-
fices 1201 S. Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, MD 
21230). Free, registra-
tion required. For info 
contact owen@equali-
tymaryland.org

August 10 
& 13 

Auditions for Tea 
& Sympathy at the 
Spotlighters Theatre.

This 1953 ground 
breaking drama ex-
plores a sensitive 
young man’s com-
ing of age amid the 
taunts and suspi-
cions of his class-
mates and teachers at 
a private boys’ school. 
Only a sympathet-
ic act of compassion 
by the wife of a mas-
ter gives young Tom 
the courage to grow 
into a man. Prepare 
2-3 minute monologue. 
Be prepared to read 
sides from the script, 
with other actors. 
Spotlighters Theatre 
817 Saint Paul Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21202; 
info@spotlighters.org 
or 410-752-1225

August 13 
Pride River cruise 

on the Richard Lee
Join the ‘gay on 

the bay” bunch on 
one of the last wood-
en tour boats to be built 
on the Chesapeake 
Bay. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be served, and 
a cash bar available.
Tickets are $40 and 
all proceeds bene-
fit the Chesapeake 
Pride Festival. 6 to 8 
pm (boarding begins at 
5:30) Discovery Village 
Marina, 4800 Atwell 
Road, Shady Side, 
MD; Chesapeakepride-
festival.org. t

“Now what if the 
husband finds out 
about his partner’s 
transgressions, what 
should he do?”
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America

Come and Join Us Welcome 
Rev. Amy Peed McCullough   
Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraCeUnitedMethodist.orG

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!
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By GREGG ShAPIRO
Bob Smith is a groundbreaker. Whether he’s doing it as co-
median, being the first out, gay comic to perform on the “The 
Tonight Show,” or as a writer at the forefront of the memoir 
pack with his book openly bob. Just a few years ago, Smith 
changed his literary focus with his first novel Selfish and 
Perverse, which he has just followed up with the provoca-
tive and, naturally, extremely funny remembrance of things 
i Forgot (Terrace Books, 2011). I spoke with Bob shortly be-
fore the publication of the book. 

Gregg Shapiro: john, the main character of your 
new novel Remembrance of Things I Forgot owns a com-
ic book store. Was this your subtle way of coming out as 
a comic book geek?

Bob Smith: I read comic books as a boy, but now my in-
terest in super-heroes is essentially limited to thinking I’d like 
to hammer Thor.

GS: If you could be a comic book superhero, which 
one would you want to be?

BS: Superbman, the gay super hero who is faster than 
a speeding bullet, can tell which Broadway shows are real-
ly worth your time, and which restaurants have reasonably 
priced great food and the most delicious waiters. His super-
power is that he never exercises and can eat and drink any-
thing and yet he still keeps his rock hard pecs and six-pack. 
Plus, his withering glance can trump any straight super-he-
ro’s heat or x-ray vision.

GS: The book also has a sci-fi subtext. Is this your 
way of coming out as a sci-fi geek?

BS: Not really. Although I like the time travel stories of 
Jack Finney and thought a gay time travel short story could 
be interesting since you could literally fuck yourself. Or be 
repulsed by the changes in your body or more importantly in 
your personality, values and beliefs. For me, the fascinating 
appeal of a time travel novel was being able to have the older 
you meet the younger you and exploring the comic and tragic 
elements of their relationship. I also embraced playing with 
how “would you change your life?”

GS: One of the things that stands out about 
Remembrance of Things I Forgot is that it is your most 
political book. It begins (and technically continues) dur-
ing the George W. Bush reign. Was it begun or written 
during that time, as well?

BS: I started writing it in 2008 and the political aspect of 
the story developed from an idea I used in my short story – 
what if your boyfriend became Republican? I know I’d find it 
less horrific having a boyfriend turn into a vampire or were-
wolf. That idea blossomed into having to explain all the politi-
cal changes from 1986 to 2006 to your younger self – which 
sounds unbelievable – and then having your younger, more 
idealistic self try to convince you to stop them.

GS: Remembrance of Things I Forgot allows you to 
vilify Dick cheney, in both a comedic and a serious man-
ner. how did that feel?

BS: Once I decided upon making him the villain of the 
story, I realized that I’d stumbled on the one historical char-
acter who you could make do anything evil and it would be 

plausible. That’s comic gold. But I also wanted to make him 
at times seem almost dangerously likable. I didn’t want to 
make Bush or Cheney cartoons.

GS: Remembrance of Things I Forgot could be called 
your post-9/11 novel. Would you agree that the story 
takes on new meaning following the death of Osama Bin 
Laden in May 2011?

BS: It is a post 9/11 nov-
el and Bin Laden’s death is 
a relief, but all the most hor-
rible aspects of our recent 
history – the pointless Iraq 
War, the Republicans put-
ting our country into mas-
sive debt by cutting taxes 
for the rich and the biparti-
san lack of doing anything 
about climate change – 
won’t be fixed by his elim-
ination. Unfortunately, our 
current problems can only 
be remedied with a time 
machine.

GS: The character of 
junior works in an art 
gallery in nyc and the 
characters make a stop 
in art museum – was 
this your way of showing 
off your knowledge and 
taste in art?

BS: Well, I do love art 
museums and especial-
ly love my hometown’s art 
gallery Buffalo’s Albright-
Knox, which has a superb 
collection. But there was 
no preconceived notion of 
showing off about anything. I just like to write about things 
that I like. Which is why all my novels have gay and lesbi-
an characters and my last novel was about Alaska and my 
next one will be set in Ancient Greece. The artist I mention in 
remembrance..., Gary Wright was a friend of mine who died 
in the 90s and whose drawings and paintings were intricate-
ly beautiful maps. 

GS: The book also feels like you commenting on re-
lationships. Does that sound right and what do you think 
makes for a successful relationship?

BS: Love and sexual attraction helps. I also think it’s 
about sharing common interests and also having interests 
that you can share with someone else. My partner Michael’s 
a screenwriter and playwright and he’s opened my eyes to 
certain films and plays that I might have never seen. He’s 
even made me appreciate musicals. But we also share the 
same values. We love our dog Bozzie and both refuse to buy 
products that are animal tested and both regard political par-
ties that don’t believe in universal healthcare as despicable 

Unforgettable: An interview with Bob Smith
LIvELy ARTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS  

and heartless. Where Michael 
and I strongly disagree is over 
the importance of a clutter-free 

dining room table. I lead the pro-paper faction.
GS: I could see lesbian comedian Elvira Kurt quite 

clearly in the character of Elena. how does Elvira feel 
about her portrayal as Elena?

BS: I let her read the novel long before it was published 
and after finishing it, she emailed me, “Best ending ever! I 

burst into tears.” She nev-
er mentioned my portrayal 
of her even though I’m the 
deadbeat donor to her and 
her partner and we have 
two children. We consid-
er each other as family 
so I took her silence as a 
thumbs up. Which Elvira 
would rightfully mock as 
typical of men.

GS: Remembrance 
of Things I Forgot is 
available as an e-book. 
Is this your first book to 
be made available in that 
format? What does that 
mean to you as a writer 
and reader?

BS: It is my first e-
book. I’m glad since I’ve 
started buying e-books 
and want all my books to 
be in that format. Although 
I’ll always buy my friends 
books in hard-cover as I 
like signed first-editions.

GS: Earlier, you men-
tioned your next book.

BS: I’m about 160 
pages into a novel set in 
ancient Greece told by 

Sophocles. It’s going to have everything from a bad come-
dian to a male beauty pageant (yes, the ancient Greeks had 
male beauty contests). One of the most enjoyable parts of 
writing this novel was the research. I’ve read over twenty 
books about Ancient Greece. And what’s great is that classi-
cal scholars have to find their niches so there’s books on ev-
ery aspect of their culture. From birds to God-on-man action, 
it’s been covered.

GS: Finally, I’m sure your many fans would love to 
know how your health is these days.

BS: I was diagnosed with ALS / Lou Gehrig’s disease 
in 2007 and according to my doctors I should be dead by 
now. So that’s good news. I’ve had to stop doing standup 
due to the deterioration of my voice, which was painful, be-
cause I still immodestly think I was one of the best gay male 
stand ups out there. But I’m not depressed and I should be. 
I’m precariously optimistic that I’ll beat this disease or end 
up punching God in the face for putting me through this or-
deal. t
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AT THE

I n a u g u r a l  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  s e a s o n

We're Setting 
the Stage!

For Tickets 410-547-SEAT

NovEmbEr 4 & 6m

ocTobEr 
8 & 9

ocTobEr 15

DEcEmbEr 7 DEcEmbEr 17 & 18

ocTobEr 21

DEcEmbEr 21

ocTobEr 22

DEcEmbEr 22

DEcEmbEr 2 & 3

starring 
Elizabeth Futral & Eric Margiore

featuring 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Steven White 
& Directed by Crystal Manich

Sung in Italian with English surtitles

La Traviata
v e r d i ’ s

artistic director james harp

Tony BenneTT

Amy GrAnT & Vince GiLL 
12 DAys of chrisTmAs

John WATers 
chrisTmAs

The irish Tenors 
Wright • Kearns • tynan

moscoW BALLeT’s GreAT 
russian nutcracKer

JacKson BroWne LeWis BLacK

For Full Season Flex Plans go to modellpac.com
110 W. Mount Royal Ave., Baltimore, MD 21201  |   (M-F) 10a -4p

Only 3 
Performances!

Modell_Lyric_Urbanite_Mag_Ad.indd   1 7/21/11   2:34:41 PM
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By chUcK DUncAn
It is 1941, and the world is being torn apart by war. After re-
peatedly trying to enlist in the military to do his part and fight 
alongside his brothers and sisters in the Allied Forces, the 
young and scrappy 98 pound Steve Rogers (Chris Evans) 
is accepted to participate in an experimental program that 
turns him into the Super-Soldier known as 
Captain America. In his muscular new incar-
nation, Captain America joins forces with his 
friend Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan) and the 
confident Peggy Carter (Hayley Atwell), un-
der the command of Colonel Chester Phillips 
(Tommy Lee Jones), to wage war on the evil 
HYDRA organization—the Nazi’s deep sci-
ence division—led by the villainous Red Skull 
(Hugo Weaving).

captain america: the First avenger has 
been my most anticipated superhero movie of 
the year. I’ve enjoyed all of the movies out so far this sum-
mer from thor to Green lantern, and I called X-men: First 
class “the finest superhero film” yet. captain america defi-
nitely falls into that category. As an origin story, they manage 
to dispatch the origin stuff pretty quickly because once skin-
ny Steve becomes muscle Steve he jumps right into action 
and the movie rarely stops after that.

I absolutely loved the fact that the filmmakers decided 

to stick with the birth of Captain America and keep the main 
portion of the story firmly rooted in his World War II origins. 
I’ve not followed the comics, so I don’t know how closely 
they kept to the story, but I thought they did a terrific job of 
making this look and feel like a movie from the 1940s (albeit 
with a bigger budget and better special effects than the ac-

tual 1940s captain america mov-
ies). The period detail was spot 
on and I loved the nod early on 
to iron man 2 ’s Stark Expo, which 
also gives us our first look at 
Howard Stark presenting his pro-
totype of a flying car. I have to say 
that they did a terrific job in cast-
ing Dominic Cooper as Stark, be-
cause you really believe that this 
guy is the father of Tony Stark/
Robert Downey Jr. I thought 

Tommy Lee Jones was perfect as Colonel Phillips, especial-
ly with his little comic asides and I really hoped to have seen 
more of Stanley Tucci. There are many more familiar faces 
throughout the film, maybe not big names, but you know the 
faces from Neal McDonough to Toby Jones.

As for the main cast, relative newcomers to the big 
screen Hayley Atwell and Sebastian Stan hold their own 
with the seasoned veterans. I enjoyed Atwell’s rigid Peggy 

Carter and how you could see 
her growing feelings for Steve 
as the film progressed. It was 
great to see her kick some 
ass at the beginning too. You 
totally believed Stan’s Bucky 
and Evans’ Steve had been 
lifelong friends too. They 
both had great chemistry and 
when tragedy rears its ugly 
head, you feel the pain for 
these two as well. And Chris 
Evans … I don’t think they 
could have cast a more per-
fect actor in the role. He is 
simply amazing in the early 
part of the film when Rogers 
is a 98-pound weakling. 

The special effects team 
deserve an Oscar for tak-
ing Evans’ real body and 
shrinking it down to look like 
a scrawny, 98-pound weak-
ling – the effect is mind-
boggling and utterly realis-
tic. After he undergoes the 
procedure to become a su-
per soldier (and apparently 
he wears the same brand of 
pants Bruce Banner wears), 
the transformation is all the 
more impressive (and what a 

Captain America Saves the World
LIvELy ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

physique Evans has – we could have used more shirtless 
Evans throughout the movie). Evans manages to bring a se-
riousness to the role without making it melodramatic, and his 
awkwardness around women is amusing and charming. Of 
course he shines when he’s kicking HYDRA butt. And speak-
ing of HYDRA, we certainly can’t overlook Hugo Weaving as 
Red Skull. He gets to have the most fun playing the over-the-
top villain who wants to harness the powers of the gods (the 
Cosmic Cube which was introduced in the post-credits se-
quence of thor) while tastefully chewing every bit of scen-
ery in his vicinity. Weaving has made a career out of playing 
the bad guy, and this bad guy certainly goes down as one of 
his best.

My only real complaint about the film is the awful 3D con-
version. The movie didn’t need it. Period. There are times 
when the people look like paper cutouts, and the effect really 
does no favors for a lot of the green screen shots. To make 
matters worse, the presentation I saw had to be one of the 
worst I’ve ever sat through with a brightly colorful and vibrant 
movie (just look at the trailer) rendered muted, murky and 
dark… and that was even without the 3D glasses! Add the 
glasses and it just made things worse. I saw a beautiful pre-
sentation of Harry Potter and the deathly Hallows -- Part 2 at 
a different venue, and even the dark scenes there still came 
across with nice color and richness. 

If you’re planning to see captain america in 3D, I would 
seriously suggest making sure the theater is presenting the 
film properly (and there has been some controversy lately 
with theaters not using the right wattage to project 3D mov-
ies), or simply skip the 3D altogether and see it as it was 
filmed. The 3D adds 
no value to the movie, 
and the presentation 
I experienced muted 
my own enjoyment of 
the movie.

There’s also talk 
of a post-credit teaser 
for next summer’s the 
avengers, however the 
studio opted to with-
hold that moment from 
our screening much to 
the disappointment of 
a full theater of peo-
ple who actually sat 
through the credits to 
see it. So, if you do 
see the movie -- and 
I highly recommend it 
– hopefully you’ll get 
to see the teaser. All 
we got was “Captain 
America will return 
in The Avengers.” 
Summer 2012 can’t 
come soon enough for 
me … but for now, I’m 
perfectly happy with 
captain america: the 
First avenger. t

Miss Gay Pennsylvania America 
Dvomiana Dupre  
photo: Wayne Doggett
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By GREGG ShAPIRO
Duran Duran arrived on the frilly coattails of the new roman-
tic movement (see early Spandau Ballet, Classix Nouveau, 
Visage) at the beginning of the 1980s, but shortly thereaf-
ter morphed into something else entire-
ly.  You can hear the roots of their sound 
on the expanded Capitol reissue of their 
1981 self-titled debut. The original disc in-
cluded the hits “Planet Earth,” “Careless 
Memories” and, of course, “Girls On Film.” 
The special edition includes a second disc 
of demos, alternate versions and a BBC 
Radio 1 Peter Powell Session, as well as 
a DVD featuring eight TV performances 
and a bunch of “promo” music videos. By 
the time their third album, 1983’s Seven & 
the ragged tiger (newly reissued and ex-
panded on Capitol) was released, Duran 
Duran were a full-fledged success. The 
disc pumped out more hit singles (“The 
Reflex,” “New Moon on Monday,” “Union of the Snake”), but 
the cracks were beginning to show and in 1985, three of the 
Durans released So red the rose (also just reissued and ex-
panded on Capitol) as side-project Arcadia.

Duran² wasn’t the only ’80s band that worked the dance 
floor. Following the mid-’80s break-up of the Clash, the 
groundbreaking band Mick Jones co-founded, Jones wast-
ed little time in forming Big Audio Dynamite. The dance 
beats with which Jones and the Clash had been exper-
imenting bloomed completely on 1985’s this is big audio 
dynamite (Columbia/Legacy). The double-disc reissue con-
tains the original album, featuring dance-oriented cuts such 
as “Sony,” “The Bottom Line,” “Sudden Impact!” and “Stone 
Thames” (with its period AIDS-scare message). The second 
disc boasts half a dozen 12 remixes, b-sides and more.

The ’80s (and most of the ’90s) weren’t an especial-
ly good peri-
od for (Carlos) 
Santana, who 
was a dominant 
force in the ’60s 
and ’70s. But he 
remedied all of 
that in 1999 with 
the release of his 
comeback album 
S u p e r n a t u r a l 
(Arista/Legacy). 
Still showcasing 
his mad guitar 
skills (check out 
opener “(Da Le) Yaleo”), Supernatural also broadly expand-
ed the rock god’s reach by pairing him up with hot musicians 
of the time, including Dave Matthews (“Love of My Life”), 
Everlast (“Put Your Lights On”), Rob Thomas (“Smooth”) and 
Lauryn Hill & Cee-Lo (“Do You Like The Way”), to mention a 
few on the original album. A second disc includes previous-

ly unreleased material, club and dance mixes and more. 
For David Bowie, the 1980s started with the release 

of his masterwork Scary monster and then led to his 
greatest commercial breakthrough with 1983’s let’s dance. 
But more than 30 years earlier, the David Bowie of his epon-
ymous 1967 Deram debut was another story altogether, a 
cup of steaming Brit-pop of the era. The deluxe edition re-

issue features the original stereo and 
mono album mixes on the first disc. 
In addition to single versions of some 
of the album’s cuts it also features 
songs such as “The London Boys,” 
“The Gospel According to Tony Day,” 
“Karma Man” and “London Bye Ta-Ta,” 
which provide clues for what was yet 
to come. 

Iggy Pop, David Bowie’s late-’70s 
partner in crime, went through an un-
even period during the ’80s before 
rallying in the 1990s. Before his solo 
career, Iggy made his name as the 
outrageous front man of The Stooges. 
The two-disc reissue of Iggy and The 

Stooges’ 1973 “savagely bombastic” album raw Power 
(Columbia/Legacy) features the original David Bowie mix of 
the eight-track album on the first disc, including legendary 
cuts such as “Search And Destroy,” “Shake Appeal,” “Death 
Trip” and the title track. The second “Georgia Peaches” disc 
was recorded live in Atlanta 
in ’73 and includes a pair of 
bonus studio tracks.

The 1980s were also the 
decade in which rap and hip-
hop flourished. Beginning in 
1984, Def Jam had one of the 
most impressive rosters of 
any hip-hop labels, with acts 
including the Beastie Boys 
and LL Cool J. The double 
disc set def Jam 25: dJ bring 
that back (Def Jam) cele-
brates the label’s 25th anni-
versary with vintage tracks by 
LL (“I Need A Beat,” “I Need 
Love”), Slick Rick (“Children’s 
Story”) and R&B vocal-
ist Oran “Juice” Jones (“The 
Rain”). The label continued 
with its distinctive brand of 
talent through the ’90s with 
Public Enemy (“911 Is A 
Joke”), 3rd Bass (“Pop Goes 
The Weasel”), Method  Man 
(“Bring The Pain”), Redman 
(“Whateva Man”) and Jay-Z 
(“Money Ain’t A Thing”), all 
the way through to pres-
ent with Kanye West and 
Rihanna, all of whom are in-
cluded here.

iMusic: ’80s Fever
LIvELy ARTS // MUSIC

Huey Lewis & 
The News were 
one of the most 
popular bands 
of the 1980s 
and ruled the ra-
dio and MTV 
for about half of 
it. Hailing from 
San Francisco, 
with his subur-
ban spike hair 
cut, cleft chin and 
blue-eyed soul 
style delivery, 
Lewis and his bar band had a serious string of hits which 
have been collected on the 21-track “Greatest Hits” compi-
lation, available on iTunes and CD. Among the retro clas-
sics are “The Heart of Rock & Roll,” “I Want A New Drug,” 
“The Power of Love,” “Stuck With You,” “If This Is It,” “Do You 
Believe In Love,” “Workin’ For A Livin’,” “Hip To Be Square,” 
“Back In Time” and others.

Splendor of Sorrow (Smog Veil) by Cleveland’s short-
lived Easter Monkeys gets the CD/DVD reissue treat-
ment. The original nine-track album (featuring the classic 
“Underpants”) is augmented by six additional bonus tracks. 
A DVD of the Easter Monkey’s summer 1982 concert at The 
Agora is also included in the package.  t

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! 
Box Office 443.840.ARTS (2787)

OR ONLINE AT www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit 

COCKPIT 
IN COURT

HAIRSPRAY
MAINSTAGE MUSICAL 
JULY 22 TO AUGUST 7

THE EDGE OF DARKNESS
CABARET THEATRE 
JULY 29 TO AUGUST 7
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Cost
BALCONY
$1,446.19pp*    **

INTERIOR
$776.19pp*    **

$250  pp  
Deposit  Due  9/1/2011
Final  payment  due  June  15,  2012

Highlights’
Las  Vegas  inspired  shows
Comedy  Acts
Casino  Royale
Day  Spa
Fitness  Center:  Deck  9  &  10
Rock  Climbing  Wall
Bungee  Trampoline

For  More  Details  
Contact:
PAUL  BELLETIERE,  ACC
PAULA  BELLETIERE,  ACC
410-761-3554
866-801-6829
pbelletiere@cruiseplanners.com

WWW.BELLECRUISES.COM

6  Night  Bermuda  Cruise  From  Baltimore
Aboard  Royal  Caribbean  –  Enchantment  of  the  Seas
SEPTEMBER  14,  2012  –  SEPTEMBER  20,  2012

*Includes  all  taxes  and  port  charges.    **  Royal  Caribbean  I  reserves  the  right  to  add  10  dollars  per  person  per  
day  to  the  cruise  if  barrel  of  oil  exceeds  $65  per  barrel.

By jAy LOAnE
When most people today 
think of drag queens/fe-
male impersonators, the 
first word that pops into 
their heads is “Diva”.

I had the opportuni-
ty after hearing both the 
pros and cons of one per-
son who was described 
as a diva, to learn quite 
quickly that my precon-
ceived description was far 
from the truth.

I recently traveled to 
Harrisburg (PA) first to 
support a friend who is 
the promoter of Miss Gay 
Pennsylvania America. 
Then, I heard who one 
of the V.I.P’s were, who 
was going to be there, the reigning Miss Gay 
America 2011 Coti Collins.

I met Coti as his alter-ego David and with-
in the first few minutes after the pleasantries, 
I felt like he was someone I’ve always known.

Originally from Ohio, David currently re-
sides in Raleigh, North Carolina.

He grew up in Gallipolis, Ohio, which sits 
along the Ohio River in the southeastern end 
of the state. David attended and graduated 

from Gallia Academy High School.
He was raised by his grandparents and 

when the time came to let out the ‘big secret’, 
it wasn’t that much of a big deal. “Everyone 
knew about me already,” David commented. 
“My grandmother said that you need to be 
proud of who you are and she always said 
that God don’t make mistakes.”

He has described himself as an ac-

David Lowman aka coti collins
PEOPLE WE LIKE

tor as his profession 
on Facebook which to 
David, literally is the 
truth. “When I perform, 
I am not just some-
one lip-syncing to a 
song. I am perform-
ing as the person I am 
portraying.”

If you were 
amongst the lucky to 
see Reba McEntire as 
she toured America in 
1996-1997, you were 
first greeted on stage 
by Coti Collins – not 
Reba. But honestly, 
when I looked at the pic-
tures David had from that 
time, as he stood side by 
side with Reba, you real-

ly couldn’t tell who the real Reba was. Reba is 
his favorite music artist.

You can also find David in the documenta-
ry entitled “Pageant”. It follows five people as 
they vie for the title of Miss Gay America 2008.

It was an adventure lasting 23 years for 
him to reach the ultimate title and in October 
of last year, David’s dream came true as his 
alter ego’s name was announced as Miss Gay 
America 2011. When the announcement final-
ly came, he stated, “It was like a giant weight 
was lifted. I felt peace come through my body.”

“I’ve had the chance over the past year 
to get to know Coti very well; so much that 
she is like a sister and brother to me as well”, 
commented Baltimore performer Chi Chi 
Ray Colby.

Chi Chi went on to add, “not only [does 
she] provide guidance but truly shows that 
caring side. As an inspiration to me, she is 
the most professional straightforward in-
dividual and wears herself down to make 
a difference grabbing sleep when she can. 
I guess that is why in the car driving from 
BWI airport to Harrisburg PA for the Miss 
PA America pageant, Coti had fallen asleep. 
Poor thing was so tired that when I opened a 
bottle of Dr.Pepper and it made the opening 
pressure sound, she jumped and said God 
Bless You as she thought I had sneezed. 
Gotta love her!”

In October of this year, Coti passes on 
the title to the new Miss Gay America. For 
him, this experience has been “humbling, 
touching one life at a time.”

David also passes on one piece of ad-
vice. “Never let anyone determine your self 
worth.” t

coti collins

When the time came 
to let out the ‘big 

secret’, it wasn’t that 
much of a big deal. 

“Everyone knew about 
me already... My 

grandmother said that 
you need to be proud 

of who you are and 
that God don’t make 

mistakes.”
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When it comes to Baltimore, Maryland and 
dating especially for LGB&T youth, the dat-
ing pool is extremely small. Today, this com-
mentator is going to go on a long rant about 
dating and sex in Baltimore, Maryland. First 
off, it just seems that everyone in Baltimore’s 
LGB&T community knows each other through 
someone else. I remember Brian from the 
show Queer as Folk said, “There is no de-
gree of separation in Pittsburgh.” Well, the 
very same thing could be said for Baltimore. 
I remember my boyfriend was looking at 
some pictures of one of my friends and he 
asked me about the man that was next to him 
in the picture. I told him that it was his boy-
friend and then he told me that he had sex 
with him back in the day. Also, if you men-
tion one name in a small circle of your friends 
the chances that most of your friends know 
this person is very huge. Maybe it’s because 
of the lack of separation in the community is 
probably why the reason that HIV and oth-
er STI’s are on the rise in the community. It 
could also be due to the lack of information or 
the ability to care about who you sleep with 
as well that may contribute to it. 

Next, is the fact that Baltimore seems to 
be more like Bottom-More if you ask me. I 
mean, there are no real tops in Baltimore. I 
will be the first to put myself out there and 
say, “I am not a real top.” When I was single, I 
would always have bottoms hit me up wanted 
to have sex. Don’t get me wrong, it’s cool to 

like what you like but I would really like to see 
more variety in Baltimore. I mean, it’s almost 
a shame that you have to drive or catch the 
MARC train 45 minutes to Washington D.C. 
to meet a real top that is worth your time. It 
seems a little out of the way to me if you ask 
me but hey, that’s the life that some people 
live. They would actually travel out of the city 
to have sex.

Next, I’ve noticed that the youth have in-
credible high standards when it comes to 
dating. One of my first old rules to dating is 
that you must be a college graduate or at 
least be in a master’s program or have your 
masters in order for me to give you the time 
of day but I started to notice that even people 
with a master’s can be stone cold jackass-
es. The LGB&T Youth in Baltimore seem to 
want to date for money as opposed to love. 
I mean, I know times are hard and we live 
in a horrible American economy but GET A 
JOB! I mean, you should never rely on an-
other man or women to provide for you what 
you have the ability to provide for yourself. 
Independence is a lot more attractive than 
gold digging and no one likes to be looked at 
as a stimulus package.

In closing, I’m strongly encouraging the 
LGB&T youth to date outside of the box. I 
mean, I did with my current boyfriend now and 
we’ve been together for going on 5 months 
on the 28th and he doesn’t even meet all the 
requirements old vein self-sought in a male 
companion. I know it’s hard to be young and 
gay in Baltimore but you will be surprise what 
you like if you tried something new. For ex-
ample, if you’re a bottom who is looking for 
the next big paycheck but one day you de-
cide to date a man who is not all that rich but 
can make you laugh and show you a good 
time in life. You may decide to like it and stick 
around. Many times, we lose out on happi-
ness because we are so stuck on one way of 
thinking. Just remember, for some of you out 
there…You wouldn’t be lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, or transgendered if you didn’t try some-
thing new. ;) t

Dating & Sex in this 
Damn City

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

THE TIME IS NOW TO ELECT 

BALTIMORE’S FIRST OPENLY GAY CITY COUNCILMAN

JOIN GRAND CENTRAL STATION  
IN SUPPORTING JASON CURTIS

1001 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE, MD 21202

AUGUST 9. 2011 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

THE TIME IS NOW!

baltimore outloud photogra-
pher Justin Nixon takes a pho-
to of Mark Yost, Jr. as part of 

a world-wide photo project this summer. Justin’s as-
signment is to photograph someone interesting and 
relevant to his community.  Mark Yost, Jr. is a leader 
in the LGBT community where he is a member of the 
board of directors at Equality Maryland, president of 
the Maryland Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 
and is the co-founder of the Guerilla Gay Bar Baltimore 
phenomenon. The shoot took place outside Nick’s 
Fish House, the venue for the July 1 Guerrilla Gay Bar 
event.  Justin Nixon’s exceptional work can be seen at 
www.JustinNixonPhotography.com.

Smile!
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By jEFF hAMMERBERG
Many LGBT homeowners are not just con-
cerned about how to lower their month-
ly overhead: they also want to make signif-
icant strides toward reducing their carbon 
footprint. 

Fannie Mae and the FHA now offer some 
exceptional energy-saving incentives. 

The FHA’s PowerSaver program pro-
vides fixed-rate loans of up to 20 years at 
rates between five and seven percent, and 
the size of these home improvement loans 
goes as high as $25,000. By contrast, most 
loans available from conventional banks 
and lenders have less favorable rates and a 
shorter payback period, which increase the 
monthly payments.

PowerSaver is a pilot program, but the 
FHA expects to fund at least 30,000 loans 
over the next year or two. Almost 20 different 
lenders around the country are authorized 
to make these FHA-insured loans, and they 
should be available in the majority of states.

PowerSaver loans can only be used to 
improve a property that is the borrower’s 
principal residence, and in order to quali-
fy borrowers need to have decent credit, a 
manageable debt-to-income ratio, and at 
least some equity in the home. The money 
can be used for energy upgrades and retro-
fits including such things as high-efficiency 
windows and doors, solar panels, geother-
mal systems, insulation and duct sealing, 
and heating and ventilating systems.

Fannie Mae also offers financing for en-
ergy improvements through a special mort-
gage add-on program. Instead of using a 
separate second loan, in other words, Fannie 
Mae rolls the loan into the mortgage. Loans 

are capped at 10 percent of the estimated 
market value of the home, based on what 
the property will be worth after the energy 
efficiency enhancements are done. So with 
this program a LGBT buyer can purchase an 
existing home, perform a green retrofit, and 
pay for everything in one affordable loan. 

natural ways to save
But there are other highly effective and 

super attractive ways to conserve ener-
gy while cooling down a sweltering home. 
When strategically placed, trees and plants 
will filter the rays of the summer sun without 
blocking desirable solar warmth in winter. 

At the same time, landscaping with 
shade trees and plants not only protects a 
property from the searing impact of direct 
solar heat, but it also promotes atmospheric 
cooling. The leaves of trees absorb sunlight, 
organically consuming light and heat. To 
stay healthy they simultaneously wick water 
up from the ground through their roots. The 
moisture gets released back into the atmo-
sphere through a process that botanists call 
evapotranspiration. 

According to academic research pub-
lished by the Forest Service, shade trees 
in urban areas reduce the amount of solar 
heat absorbed by homes so well that cool-
ing costs can drop as much as 30 percent. 
Ambient temperatures in the immediate 
proximity of shade trees also fall by as much 
as 10 degrees, while the temperature direct-
ly beneath a shade tree canopy can be re-
duced by 25 degrees. t

For expert help with all your real estate 
needs contact Gayrealestate.com or call 
888-420-moVe (6683).

// REAL ESTATE

Summer Energy Saving 
Tips for LGBT Homeowners

As a life coach, I help people reach many dif-
ferent types of goals: overcoming shyness, 
improving a relationship, losing weight, re-
sume writing, interview coaching, and much 
more. However, more than half of my clients 
are unhappy at work and want me to help 
them change careers.

Now, I can’t cover the whole topic of ca-
reer change in one column. Also, the way I 
do career counseling differs depending on 
my clients’ needs. 

For example, some people have no 
idea what they would rather do for work. 
Some people know what they would rath-
er do, but they have no idea of how to get 
there. Others know how to get there, but 
they struggle with managing their own feel-
ings or difficult people who stand in their 
way.

When working with career issues, I find it 
helpful to explore three general options:

• Staying put in your current career, but 
finding a more enjoyable job

• Adding a new skill that combines nicely 
with the work you had been doing, creating a 
new-but-related career

• Transitioning to a completely new 
career

My favorite example of the second item 
in the previous list involves a high school 
friend of mine. While earning a degree and 
beginning work as a computer programmer, 
my friend pursued his dream of being a mod-
el and actor. 

As is the case with many who share his 
dream, he was not able to make a living 
from that work. However, he moved to Los 
Angeles, and he got a job in the entertain-
ment industry. You know that information dis-
played when you press the “info” button on 
a remote while listening to music? My friend 
manages an organization that writes the soft-
ware for that feature, and he’s very happy 
with his work and life.

So, if you can avoid a time-consuming 
and costly career transition and still find hap-
piness using your current skill set… do it!

However, if you do decide that a career 
change is for you, then I find it helpful to keep 
a focus on three areas as you begin to re-
search your options: 

• A career whose primary work is reason-
ably enjoyable for you

• A career that can provide you with a rea-
sonable standard of living, reasonably soon

• The ability to make a reasonably cost- 
and time-effective transition to the new 
career

Let’s start with the first item in the pre-
vious list. Notice that I didn’t say that you 
have to feel ecstatic about your work; you 
just need to enjoy the task you’ll be doing 
for most of the day. If your job primarily re-
quires working with animals, you should 
enjoy working with animals. If your job pri-
marily requires that you crunch numbers, 
then you should kinda like it. You might 
think this is obvious, but check out how 
your friends, relatives, and acquaintances 
feel about what they do most of the day at 
their jobs.

Next, notice how often the previous list 
used the word “reasonable.” Reasonable is 
very subjective; it means different things to 
different people, and it is something that we 
often feel more than we sort out using logic. 
So, my clients really value how life coaching 
discussions help them to understand what 
would feel reasonable.

The second item in the previous list is 
about being practical. I don’t care how grat-
ifying it would be to help the homeless, but 
if your income drops from $150K a year to 
$18K as a caseworker or to $50K as a pro-
gram manager, the stress caused by the 
drop in standard of living is highly likely to 
wipe away the increase in joy you get from 
the work. 

Many people are willing to take a tem-
porary pay cut for work they love more, 
but it should be a reasonable amount and 
reasonably temporary – there’s that word 
again!

Finally, transitions can be tricky, and 
mentoring and coaching from someone 
who’s been there – I made a career transi-
tion from software technical writing to coun-
seling to life coaching – can really help.

While finishing up this resume, I’m re-
minded that much of my life coaching work 
involves helping people to slow down... to 
think things through. Excellent career transi-
tions happen over time, after much investiga-
tion and thought, and with a little help from a 
mentor or three! t

learn more about career change 
and other ways of improving your life at 
baltimorelifecoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Career change?
Think it Through

yOUR MOnEy 
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Happy Pride To Our Baltimore LGBT Families

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

CLIENT 
APPRECIATION 
COUPON
Your Realtor serving 
the Baltimore Harbor 
Communities for  
over 30 years.
COUPON VALUE $300
Redeemable by 
Sellers and Buyers 
when working with a 
Zimmerman Realtor.
Your Choice & Option 
towards the cost. 
Credit towards a 
Professional Home 
Inspection.
Credit towards  
a Home Warranty.
A donation to a  
charity of your choice.
Coupons contingent 
upon Settlement.
Coupon valid until 
September 2011

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Catonsville – A value! Impeccable brick townhouse with cool updated bath, replacement windows, fun 
and funky 50’s club room, garage and private deck. Convenient to 695, airport or downtown. Now, 179,500!

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Ave., Baltimore, MD 21210
Office: 410 464 5500 • Cell: 410 925 9330
Brian.Hannon@Prudentialcarruthers.com

Jeffrey Tessmer  •  J�m m�����J�m m�����

701 s. Broadway • Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com  •  jim.mikula@lnf.com

O - 410-675-5500   Jim C - 410-960-2836  Jeffrey C - 410-218-5235

Middle River 1316 chesapeake Avenue. Rarely available, deep water (10ft) waterfront property .93 
acres with easy access to the bay! Small cottage currently on property, but prime location and 
space for dream home. Over 90 ft of water frontage! $499,000.
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2011 PRIDE EVENTS SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, JULY 17. Visit the Pride Festival of Central PA Vendor Booth at Reading Pride in Centre Park, Reading, PA.

FRIDAY, JULY 22; 7:15 PM. Pride Shabbat. Temple Beth Shalom, 913 Allendale Rd, 
Mechanicsburg, PA. Light refreshments to follow. Celebrate the light of Shabbat in unity, enjoying the beauty of our 
diversity. 

THURSDAY JULY 28; 7 PM. Showing of “MARCH ON”. Midtown Cinema, 250 Reily Street, 
Harrisburg. $5.00 Donation – Money Being Donated To Equality Pennsylvania.

FRIDAY, JULY 29; 8 PM. Voices United Concert. Market Square Presbyterian Church. Members of GLBT 
supportive and welcoming church choirs will be participating in the combined music pieces. Free parking in the Market 
Square Garage adjacent to the church for concert goers. $15.  

FRIDAY, JULY 29; 7 PM. “I’m From Driftwood”. Midtown Scholar, 1302 N. Third Street, Harrisburg. 
16 & under free / 17 & Older $ 5.00 Suggested Donation.

FRIDAY, JULY 29. Official Pre Pride Party. Liquid 891, 891 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg.

SATURDAY, JULY 30; 12-5 PM. Pride Festival. Presented By Highmark Blue Shield at Riverfront 
Park, Harrisburg. Featuring vendors and entertainment including of Headliner Kim English also performing is 
Mountain Road, M-80’s, Tom Goss and Darkus.

SATURDAY, JULY 30. Official Post Pride Party. Liquid 891, 891 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg.

SUNDAY, JULY 31; 2 PM. Capital Region Stonewall Democrats Pride Forum. Midtown Scholar, 
1302 N. Third Street Harrisburg.   

SUNDAY, JULY 31; 7 PM. Spirits United Interfaith Service. St. Paul’s UCC, 626 Williams Grove 
Road, Mechanicsburg, PA
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TOMMIE MATTOX
Dog Walker & Pet Services

 » Insured and Bonded 

 »  Daily dog walks/cat and small 
pet care

 »  Overnight pet sitting in your 
pet’s home

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 443.422.DOGS
TM@TommiesTailWaggers.com

TommiesTailWaggers.com
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3607 FLEET STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

Baltimore’s F
avorite!

Next Cook Out Sunday, July 17
$1 Hot Dogs • Hamburgers/Cheese Burgers w/Sides • 5-6:30pm 

Karaoke w/Billy Friday July 15 9pm-1am

Check us out 

on Facebook

Happy Hour 

Daily 4-8pm

There is something about com-
fort food that just makes you 
go Mmmmm! I bet as you were 
growing up someone you loved 
and cared about made a pie that 
you always looked forward to; 
right? Well these two aspects are exactly 
what Dangerously Delicious does!

Owned by local rocker Rodney Henry 
and featured on TV shows like Down Home 
with the Neely’s, Throw Down with Bobby 
Flay, The Best Thing I Ever Ate “Guilty 
Pleasure and Pie Paradise. Rodney’s menu 
of pies will satisfy any customer craving for 
either sweet or savory.

For us it has become an addiction 
that started with visiting the Baltimore City 
Farmer’s Market on Sunday mornings where 
we would buy five mini pies for $20 – we would 
always pick five different flavors! So now we 
purchase these each visit and plus from time 
to time visit the store to buy whole pies.

The menu is host to a wide variety of 
sweet and savory pies like the Baltimore 
Bomb made with loaded with Berger Cookies 
(yes you read that right- a Baltimore treat 
and specialty) or the Crab and Cheddar.

One of my favorite easy dinners is to ac-

DInInG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

tually have pie as the main dish and then pie 
for dessert – and this is what we did the oth-
er night. We started off with the Pork BBQ 
($35 for whole pie) and then ended with the 
Lemmon Chess.

The Pork BBQ is a slow roasted pork butt 
with onions, bell peppers and their home-
made BBQ sauce – the pork is then pulled 
and baked into a pie.

The flavor is sweet with a nice spicy fin-
ish like a good BBQ has! Not only is the BBQ 

Pork full of flavor but also 
the crust they use for the 
pies is buttery and per-
fect on its own! The price 
for this whole pie may 
scare you but honest-
ly there has to be entire 
large pork roast in that 
pie!

Now our go-to sweet 
pie that we just love is the 

Lemmon Chess ($28 for whole pie). This or-
gasmic pie is made with lemon zest, lemon 
juice, sugar, eggs, Buttermilk and a little bit 
of cornmeal. This pie is full of flavor and I 
am not talking about artificial lemon or a bit-
ter bite but a sweet gooey lemon orgasmic 
flavor! My mouth just waters talking about it 
(don’t forget about that crust too!)

Now if by chance they wouldn’t have had 
the Lemon Chess (when I called that day to 
check on what they had they only had one 
left and of course I told them to put my name 
on it) we would have gone with our 2nd favor-
ite the White Trash Creme Brulee.

I completely understand now the name 
Dangerously Delicious because once you 
start eating you can’t stop! 

Tip: Stop by the stand at the Farmer’s 
Market and get the 5 for $20 so you can start 
sampling and find your favorites! Also keep 
and eye out for the Dangerously Delicious 
Pie Truck! t

Dangerously Delicious Pies
2839 O’Donnell Street
Baltimore, MD 21224
410-522-PIES The Dizz 

Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St  ● 443-869-5864 ● www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
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It had been four years since the ShipMates 
Club held their weekend camping run at 
Camp Ramblewood in Darlington, Maryland. 
The event is traditionally held every other 
year with the Centaurs, M.C. holding their 
weekend in the woods (“Olympia”) on the 
even years. In 2009 in lieu of Keelhaul, the 
ShipMates voted to host an elaborate for-
mal leather dinner party at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Baltimore to celebrate the 35th 
Anniversary of Baltimore’s first leather club. 
In 2011, it was time to vote again. Would it 
be feasible to host a leather weekend at a 
campground in this economy? Events such 
as Keelhaul and anniversary dinners are 
never about making money. In fact a per-
fect event would be one that broke even- but 
these days that is not going to happen either. 
Renting the campground, paying for insur-
ance, paying for the meals, buying the bev-
erages, etc. all add up quickly. It is not about 
trying to turn a profit. It is all about having a 
good time and not going too far in the hole- 
at least not financially. 

A lot has changed since the Shipmates 
first put on Keelhaul in 1975 by pitching 
tents outside of Altlands Ranch near York, 
Pa. Everything cost such much more these 
days! Leather folk expect much more too. 
These days leather events are held at Hilton 
Hotels or at a Hyatt Regency. For those 

who want to play in 
the great outdoors, 
there are other camp-
grounds such as The 
Woods Campground 
in Lehighton, Pa. The 
Woods host three 
leather weekends 
each summer! Would 
a group of leather 
folk come to Keelhaul 
in 2011? I had my 
doubts. I am happy to 
report that over fifty 
members of the leath-
er tribe did show up at 
Camp Ramblewood 
over the weekend of 
July 8-10 and a great 
time was had by all. 
The Keelhaul tradition 
continues. 

Also in keeping 
with tradition, there 
was a rainstorm on 
Friday evening. Sir 
Steve and I had arrived earlier in the day to 
set up the “Play Cabin.” The downpour didn’t 
last that long and had ended by dinnertime. 
Plus the rain knocked out some of the hu-
midity and it was a beautiful evening. The 
Opening Cocktail Party is always the most 
important one. It sets the tone for the whole 
weekend. I knew it would be wonderful when 
the Centaurs, M.C. had offered to put it on. 
The theme for Keelhaul 2011 was “In Search 
of Moby’s Dick.” The Centaurs went all out! 
There were nautical outfits, delicious cock-
tails, trays of shrimp, and even a large inflat-
able Moby’s dick. Later in the evening after 
a late night dip in the pool, there was even 
a karaoke party thanks to Scott and Billy of 
the Reading Railmen. My fellow ShipMates 
and I had a ball singing karaoke into the wee 
hours. Hey, after lots of cocktails everyone 
sounds great! 

Saturday was the big day. I was thankful 
for Richard Puller of the Spearhead Club and 
his fabulous bloody marys! I needed some-
thing to help me get started. The rest of the 
day was just one event after another. Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2011 Alex Lemaire host-
ed a poolside cocktail party. In the shade of 
large trees near a tennis court, the Reading 
Railman and COMMAND, M.C. hosted the 
afternoon cocktail parties. Richard Puller 
was also keeping busy with a combina-
tion cocktail party / snowball stand. I never 
thought of apple pucker as a snowball fla-
vor- but it is wonderful! Pre-dinner cocktails 
were hosted on a deck in front of the dining 
hall by Mr. Maryland Leather 2007 Sir Steve. 
ShipMates’ Secretary Thomas and his team 
outdid themselves making the decorations 
for the ShipMates’ 37th Anniversary Dinner. 
There were stuffed whales, wooden ships, 
and large letters “S” and “M” on the tables. 
After a parade of club colors from the various 
leather clubs in attendance, I had the honor 
of welcoming everyone who came to toast 
the 37th year of the ShipMates. Two long-
time ShipMates Larry Baumgartner and Ken 
Stine provided wine. After dinner Sir Steve 
hosted a brandy and cigar party outside on 
the deck. 

Saturday night’s cocktail party was an-
other extravaganza as DCBC (D.C. Bear 
Club) presented “Under the Sea.” After see-
ing those costumes I will never be able to 
watch “The Little Mermaid” again. After an-
other late-night karaoke party, the evening 
ended around a large campfire as Alex host-
ed his “S’more Weenie Party.” Although I’ve 

toasted a weenie recently, I think I was in ju-
nior high the last time I made myself a s’more 
around a campfire. What a perfect end to a 
busy day! 

After breakfast on Sunday, Keelhaul 
2011 came to a close. Throughout the week-
end clues were given to find Moby’s dick. It 
was finally located Sunday during breakfast. 
Just ask Barry of COMMAND, M.C. and he 
can tell you all about it. Keelhaul 2011 was 
lots of fun and the ShipMate tradition that 
was started back in 1975 continued. 

If you missed Keelhaul, don’t worry 
the ShipMates are not on summer break. 
They are still sailing right along. You can 
join them on Saturday, July 30 starting 
a 9pm for a bar night at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge and on Saturday, August 6 for a 
bar night at the Baltimore Eagle. Plus, on 
Sunday, August 21, the ShipMates will kick 
off their other big event of the year- Daddy 
Christmas! This year’s Daddy Christmas 
will benefit SPEAK (Suicide Prevention 
Education Awareness for Kids.”) Join the 
ShipMates starting a 4pm on Sunday, 
August 21 on the Baltimore Eagle patio for 
“Ho Ho in the Heat!” There will be food, $1 
drafts, door prizes, a chance to be one of 
the first to buy your ticket for the famous 
wagon of cheer, pictures with Santa and 
other holiday treats. Come join the fun as 
the ShipMates kick off Daddy Christmas 
2011. You don’t have to wait until the Daddy 
Christmas benefit on December 3 at the 
Baltimore Eagle. Come celebrate with the 
ShipMates on August 21. After all Daddy 
Christmas is a ShipMate tradition! t

Camping it Up 
at Keelhaul

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 cLEAnInG  BOOKS & GIFTS cOMPUTER

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 cOUnSELInG

 MASSAGE DEnTAL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 ATTORnEy  TAx SERvIcES  TRAvEL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

cALL 410-244-6780 TO ADvERTISE.

 FInAncIAL  ELEcTRIcIAn

Professional services

 PET SUPPLIES  SUPPORT GROUP cOnSULTInG

pflagmd@gmail.com

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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THE 
RICHARDS GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
CSE-11-0007
CLIENT: 
CB Fleet
JOB NAME: 
Sofa Ad
TRIM:
9.75 x 10.5
LIVE:  
na
BLEED:  
none
PUBS:  
2 pubs
DUE DATE:
May 2011
INSERTION DATE:  
2011
COLOR: CMYK
LS: na/naDmax
FOR QUESTIONS CALL: 
Todd Gutmann
214-891-3519

f leetnaturals.comNo laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use.

Keep your backcountry clean.
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