
BY STEVE CHARING
Music was pulsating throughout the night 
as Maryland’s largest gay bar, Club Hippo, 
celebrated its 40th anniversary on July 7. 
The popular club is situated on the corner 
of Eager and Charles Streets in the heart 
of Baltimore’s Mount Vernon neighbor-
hood.
The staying power of the club over its 40-
year tenure is not lost on its owner Chuck 
Bowers. “This is unheard of,” he said in his 
nostalgia-filled office. “It’s because of the 
people in the community. I hope and pray 
it continues.” 

Farrell Maddox, who works at the Hip-
po as a DJ agreed. “It’s amazing that a 
club can maintain its presence in the com-
munity for this length of time. It’s a trib-
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FDA Approves 

Rapid At-Home 

HIV Test Kit
BY PHIL REESE
Washington Blade
The FDA has approved for home 
use the rapid HIV test OraQuick al-
ready in use at clinics and testing 
centers throughout the nation.

The U.S. Food 
and Drug Admin-
istration approved 
Tuesday the rapid 
OraQuick In-Home 
HIV Test for over-
the-counter sales 
for the first time.

“The test has 
the potential to 
identify large num-
bers of previously 
undiagnosed HIV 
infections, espe-
cially if used by 
those unlikely to 
use standard screening methods,” 
the FDA said in a release.

Experts estimate one-fifth of 
those infected with HIV are un-
aware of their status. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates 1.2 million Americans are 
living with HIV, and that there are 
50,000 new HIV infections annually, 
primarily transmitted from people 
unaware of their HIV status. As 
such, increasing access to the HIV 
screener has become a cornerstone 
of the fight against the disease.

The newly approved test, which 
allows users to swab their gums in 
order to detect the presence of an-
tibodies to HIV in 20 to 40 minutes, 
will soon bring into homes a tool 
that clinics have been using since 
2004.

“Knowing your status is an im-
portant factor in the effort to prevent 
the spread of HIV,” said Dr. Karen 
Midthun, director of the FDA’s Cen-
ter for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research in a press release, Tues-
day. “The availability of a home-use 
HIV test kit provides another option 
for individuals to get tested so that 
they can seek medical care, if ap-
propriate.”

Clinical studies of the test 
showed a 92 percent sensitivity 
rate, which means that of every 12 
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BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Kelly Hogan has not been resting on her 
considerable laurels in the 11 years be-
tween the release of Because It Feel Good 
and her brilliant new album I Like To Keep 
Myself in Pain (Anti-). “Exploring all the 
musical crayons” in her box, she toured 
behind the 2001 release for a couple of 
years, was singing with Neko Case, and 
she did the Love Hall Tryst record with 
John Wesley Harding and Nora O’Connor, 
on which they sang Elizabethan madrigal 
tunes. What was supposed to be a one-
month residency with The Wooden Leg, 
her jazz band at The Hideout (in Chicago), 
turned into three years. As Hogan so elo-
quently puts it, “I’ve been busy, Gregg! I 
never stopped singing,” exploring other 
ways to make music and be on a stage. I 
caught up with Hogan in spring 2012 and 

chatted with her about 
I Like To Keep Myself 
in Pain. 

Gregg Shapiro: 
The songs on your 
new disc, I Like To 

Keep Myself In Pain, 
were for the most 
part written for you. 
What was involved 
in that process? 

Kelly Hogan: Cer-
tain songs might not 
have been written for 
me specifically, but they were given to me. 
Like in the case of The Magnetic Fields’ 
(“Plain White Roses”), that was an old 
song of theirs. Stephin (Merritt), was go-
ing to write me one, but he was busy do-
ing an opera, so Claudia (Gonson) said, 

Pleasure and ‘Pain’

—continued on page 3

An interview with Kelly Hogan

“there’s this song, I think it’s a great song 
and it never really got its due, its day in 
the sun,” so she sent me a version from a 
Merge (Records) compilation from a long 
time ago. Now they do it in their live show 

Kelly 
Hogan

credit: Steve Charing —continued on page 6



2   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM

Co-Publishers

Executive Editor
Jim Becker

Managing Editor

Production Director

Sales Director

Leather Columnist

Contributing Writers

Graphics

Cartoonist

Photographers

Web Editor

National Advertising Rep

908-232-2021

Founders

Baltimore OUTloud

410-244-6780

Additional Information
Baltimore OUTloud

The opinions expressed in Baltimore OUTloud are solely those 
of the writers unless otherwise indicated and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Pride Media, Ltd., and the staff. 

BY STEVE CHARING
Mark Patro sells roasted coffee at Pink 
House Coffee at the Fells Point Farmers 
Market on Saturday mornings. He decided 
that while there, he would collect pledges 
for the Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
(MD4ME) campaign. As he was collecting 
signatures, several people said they would 
sign if they were registered to vote. 

Working independent of MD4ME, Pa-
tro, who is the president of the Baltimore 
County chapter of PFLAG, launched his 
own voter registration drive to boost mar-
riage equality at the ballot box in Novem-
ber. He underwent training to teach volun-
teers who would then be certified for either 
instructing others or to perform actual voter 
registration.

“I went to the Catonsville election 
headquarters for Baltimore County and got 
myself trained to register people to vote,” 
Patro told Baltimore OUTloud. “Now I can 
offer to register unregistered pledge sign-

 NEWS

ers at the Farmers Market, and I also can 
train others to become Voter Registration 
Volunteers.”

After being trained and certified, a per-
son is able to complete a voter registration 
application for another – instead of encour-
aging them to do it themselves and never 
really knowing if they followed through. It’s 
an important part of the marriage equality 
campaign to ensure that people who sup-
port marriage equality are registered to 
vote before October 15.

Over 20 people turned out at the 
GLCCB on the evening of July 3 to receive 
the instruction from Patro. On the Face-
book page, “Marriage Equality Information 
Exchange,” Mike Bernard, one of those 
trained, went one step further and posted, “I 
challenge all of us to train 10 of our friends 
and colleagues.”

College students, according to recent 
polls, are more likely to support marriage 
equality and represent a large number of 

Registering Voters for Equality Mark 
Patro 

Congressman Barney Frank married his 
long time partner Jim Ready on July 7. 
Frank, a congressman since 1981, was 
the first openly gay sitting member of con-
gress. 

Over 350 guests attended the ceremo-
ny at the Marriott in Newton, Massachu-
setts. Gov. Deval Patrick presided over 
the wedding in a short ceremony where 
the newlyweds vowed not only to love 
one another for better or for worse, but 
also “under the Democrats or the Repub-
licans.”

Maryland Congressman Steny Hoyer 
was in attendance, as were Nancy Pelosi, 
John Kerry, and local liberalatti. His sister, 
Ann Lewis, escorted him down the aisle. 

The 72-year-old congressman an-
nounced his retirement earlier this year. 
His term will expire in 2013. 

He was the chairman of the House 
Financial Services Committee from 2007 
until January of 2011, a period that ush-
ered in the current financial crisis. During 
that time, he supported passage of the 
American Housing Rescue & Foreclosure 
Prevention Act, the Credit Cardholders’ 
Bill of Rights Act, and other legislation to 
protect Americans from financial ruin. 

Ready, a 42-year-old carpenter/weld-
er, met Frank in 2005 at a political fund-
raising event. 

Barney Frank Weds 
in Massachusetts

Barney Frank 
& Jim Read

unregistered voters, making such registra-
tion efforts critical in winning the referen-
dum. Several hundred thousand eligible 
voters in Maryland are not registered. 
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 NEWS // LOCAL

HIV-infected individuals tested with this 
kit, one negative could be expected, which 
raised alarm among HIV/AIDS activists.

“Shortly after my first post on this prod-
uct, I managed to corner an OraSure ex-
ecutive backstage at the NYC AIDS Walk, 
where I grilled him about the possible 
abuses of the product by parents and part-
ners and about the potential for self-harm 
upon a positive result,” wrote AIDS activist 
and gay blogger Joe Jervis in a blog post. 
“He told me that the company had consid-
ered all of that and had the position that 
those hopefully rare occurrences were out-
weighed by the potential for getting many 
more people on the necessary treatments.”

The FDA release addressed those con-
cerns as well on Tuesday.

“A positive result with this test does 
not mean that an individual is definitely in-
fected with HIV, but rather that additional 
testing should be done in a medical set-
ting to confirm the test result,” the release 
read. “Similarly, a negative test result does 
not mean that an individual is definitely not 
infected with HIV, particularly when expo-
sure may have been within the previous 

FDA APPROVES RAPID 
AT-HOME HIV TEST KIT

– continued from front page 

three months.”
The OraSure test is the first test that al-

lows users to learn their results at home im-
mediately, without interacting with profes-
sionals, which some experts say may not 
be ideal. The Home Access Health Corpo-
ration’s ‘Home Access HIV-1 Test System’ 
was given FDA approval in 1996, and con-
tinues to be available to consumers widely 
in stores and pharmacies around the na-
tion. The system differs from the approved 
oral-swab OraSure test, as the test per-
formed is a self-collected fingerstick blood 
sample that is mailed to the Home Access 
Health Corporation’s College of American 
Pathologist accredited laboratory for test-
ing. The results are also given to the con-
sumer via trained HIV professionals, with 
immediate counseling available. 

“We believe that an individual’s access 
to HIV testing in the privacy of their own 
home is critical to knowing their HIV sta-
tus,” said Home Access Health Corporation 
president Mary Vogt, calling differences in 
accuracy between the two tests “signifi-
cant.” “It’s our hope that FDA’s approval 
of another at-home testing option will add 
to the body of knowledge surrounding risk 
factors for HIV, increase overall testing, 
and reduce the rates of transmission of 
this dangerous virus.” 
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Judith Olgin was found dead, and 18-year-
old Mary Christine Chapa was rushed to 
the hospital, where she underwent emer-
gency surgery and is now stable and able 
to communicate.

Olgin and Chapa, who had been to-
gether for five months, were found by 
visitors to Violet Andrews Park in Portland, 
Texas, at about 9 a.m. Saturday. Their 
bodies were in tall grass beneath a scenic 
overlook deck, both with gunshot wounds 
to the head from a large-caliber handgun. 
Police believe the shooting happened at 
about midnight Friday, but they have no 
suspects or motive. 

Portland Police Chief Randy Wright 
told MSNBC that investigators believe the 
shootings were committed by a third party. 
The Chief said the police do not think the 
shootings are related to the couple’s sex-
ual orientation. “That’s always something 
that we’re looking for, but as of this point, 
we have not been able to establish that 
that had anything to do with the attack,” 
Wright said. However, Wright added that it 
appears “this was not just a random attack 
but that’s something that we really have to 
develop over time.” And he told KRISTV 
that the attack “does have some of the 
earmarks of a targeted attack.” A candle-
lit walk was held in the park in memory of 
Mollie Olgin and to keep Kristene Chapa 
in prayers for a speedy yet well recovery. 
Vigils were also held in Dallas and else-
where, including Boston, San Francisco 
and Washington. (Dallas Voice – John 
Wright at Dallasvoice.com)

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

Congressional 
leaders ask 
Supreme Court to 
save DOMA
Washington, D.C. – Congressional lead-
ership in the form of the Bipartisan Le-
gal Advisory Group (BLAG), July 3, filed 
a petition for certiorari in the case Gill v. 
Office of Personnel Management, a chal-
lenge to the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA). The petition is in response to 
a unanimous May 31st ruling by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the First Circuit that 
Section 3 of DOMA is unconstitutional with 
respect to claims brought by seven mar-
ried same-sex couples and three widowers 
from Massachusetts. Gay & Lesbian Advo-
cates & Defenders (GLAD) represents the 
plaintiffs.

Mary Bonauto, GLAD’s Civil Rights 
Project Director and lead attorney in the 
case, said, “We will look closely at the pe-
tition and will consider our options. We re-
main convinced that our clients deserve to 
be treated equally under the law and have 
their marriages respected by their govern-
ment. Two federal courts have agreed with 
us so far.”

GLAD filed Gill v. Office of Personnel 
Management on March 3, 2009. Prior to 
the appellate court decision, U.S. District 
Court Judge Joseph L. Tauro found DOMA 
unconstitutional on July 8, 2010. Presi-
dent Obama has agreed and directed the 
Justice Department not to defend the law. 
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders is a 
New England legal organization dedicated 
to ending discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, HIV status, and gender identity 
and expression. (Bay Windows – at Bay-
windows.com)

Texas teen lesbian 
couple shot, one 
killed
Portland, TX – One member of a teen-
age lesbian couple is dead and the other 
is in serious but stable condition after 
the pair were 
found shot in 
the head in a 
park outside 
Corpus Christi 
over the week-
end of June 
24. Nineteen-
year-old Mollie 

officer for the Dallas Police Department, 
accompanied the group, even though 
she didn’t have direct jurisdiction since 
they were in a county building. Lt. Shelley 
Knight, LGBT liaison for the sheriff’s de-
partment, also followed the couple. “I told 
them if they want to smoke, do it before go-
ing upstairs,” Martin said. “And have a full 
belly.” “They’re the nicest couple,” Martin 
said of Chandler and Jiminez. “They’re the 
first guys after any protest to come up and 
thank the officers.”

After being refused a license, the cou-
ple handcuffed themselves to each other 
and sat on the floor at the head of the 
line. Jiminez spoke on camera to TV news 
outlets explaining some of the more than 
1,000 rights straight couples enjoy that are 
denied to gay and lesbian couples. “This 
is about not being treated equal,” he said. 
“We spoke to our friend Daniel [Cates] with 
GetEQUAL, and he suggested we make a 
statement,” Chandler said. “And we decid-
ed it needed to be the day after Indepen-
dence Day.” 

Activist Cd Kirven said, “This is the first 
time this has happened in Dallas. It’s his-
toric.” (Dallas Voice – David Taffet at Dal-
lasvoice.com)

New gay media 
group forms to 
promote gay press
Boston, MA – A new National Gay Media 
Association (NGMA) has formed to bring 
together the top regional newspapers 
serving the U.S. lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) communities. The 
LGBT market controls more than $600 bil-
lion in annual spending, and NGMA will 
work to coordinate advertising spending in 
effective local LGBT media markets. 

The regional LGBT media continue to 
serve their communities with strong news-
papers and online content,” said Tracy 
Baim, spokeswoman for NGMA and pub-

lisher of Windy City Times. “The LGBT 
movement is driven by a very local model. 
Many of our issues are different from city 
to city, and state to state, so our strongest 
media are the ones attuned to issues in 
their communities.” The more than 150 
regional LGBT media reach more than 3 
million readers combined through weekly, 
biweekly and monthly newspapers and 
magazines. The annual Gay Press Re-
port notes that the combined advertising 
spending in LGBT media was $307 mil-
lion in 2011, with 95% of that spent in local 
markets.

Rivendell Media, the oldest and most 
experienced media rep. firm representing 
LGBT media to advertising and market-
ing companies, founded NGMA in 2011. 
“NGMA is the premier vehicle for national 

Beau Chandler  and Mark Jiminez

Mary Christine Chapa and 
Mollie Judith Olgin 

Todd Evans of 
Rivendell Media

Dallas couple 
arrested for 
protesting 
marriage license 
denial
Dallas, TX – Gay couple Mark “Major” 
Jiminez and Beau Chandler were arrest-
ed at the Dallas County Clerk’s Office on 
Thursday, July 5, after they were denied a 
marriage license and refused to leave. The 
couple entered the County Records Build-
ing at about 3 p.m. with friends, TV crews 
and friendly police in tow. “City police, 
county sheriffs and building security are 
all here,” Chandler said. “Nice to get their 
support.” Although he was joking, most of 
the people the couple encountered in the 
building were supportive, even if they were 
unable to issue the license.

Sr. Cpl. Laura Martin, LGBT liaison 

advertisers to reach the gay and lesbian 
marketplace,” said Todd Evans, president 
of Rivendell, which also represents more 
than 100 LGBT media. “Gay media is local 
media,” said Evans. “It provides the best 
on-the-ground information to serve the di-
verse LGBT community. No one media out-
let can be all things to the LGBT commu-
nity, but regional media can do this best.” 
The NGMA has its roots in the old National 
Gay Newspaper Guild, which provided the 
impetus for growth in the gay marketplace 
by providing the first verifiable readership 
demographics surveys of the gay press 
that sparked interest by Madison Avenue. 
Today the demographics of the LGBT 
consumer are well documented and this 
new organization will further the growth 
of LGBT media. For further information, 
contact Todd Evans, Rivendell Media 212-
242-6863. (Bay Windows at Baywindows.
com)
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-

full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of BALTIMORE OUTLOUD or Pride 
Media.

Last known gay 
holocaust survivor 
Gad Beck dies
Berlin, Germany – Gad Beck, the last 
known gay Jewish Holocaust survivor, 
passed away 
on June 24. 
He would 
have been 89 
on June 30. 
He is survived 
by his partner 
of 35 years, 
Julius Laufer. 
Beck, gay and 
Jewish, was 
constantly at 
risk during the Holocaust, but engaged in 
remarkable stunts against the Nazi regime. 
Most notably, he put on a Hitler Youth uni-
form and went into a deportation center to 
try to rescue his boyfriend Manfred Lewin, 
who was eventually sent to Auschwitz and 
killed with his entire family. 

Beck immigrated to Israel in 1947. He 
returned to Germany in 1979, where he 
was appointed director of the Jewish Adult 
Education Center in Berlin. 

Beck and his father were held in a com-
pound on the Rosenstrasse in 1943; his fa-
ther was Jewish, but his mother converted, 
so he was considered a mischling, a half-
breed. Non-Jewish wives of men who were 
being held staged a protest, and Beck and 
others were freed. 

After that, he joined an underground 
resistance youth group, using his connec-
tions in the gay world to help give food 
and shelter to Jews on the lam. He was 
betrayed in 1945 by a Jewish spy working 
for the Nazis, but the war ended before he 
was shipped off to a camp. After the war, 
he helped Jews go to Palestine.  (Gay 
People’s Chronicle at Gaypeopleschroni-
cle.com)

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

Gad Beck

 NEWS // INTERNATIONAL

In a report released in advance of the 2012 
World AIDS Conference in Washington, D.C., 
the Global Commission on Drug Policy calls 
for drug decriminalization 
and expansion of proven so-
lutions. 

The report condemns the 
drug war as a failure and rec-
ommends immediate, major 
reforms of the global drug 
prohibition regime to halt the 
spread of HIV infection and 
other drug war harms. The 
commissioners include six 
former heads of state, as well 
as former Secretary of State, 
George Shultz and former 
Chairman of the Federal Re-
serve, Paul Volcker.

The report was released 
in advance of the Interna-
tional AIDS Conference, the 
world’s largest gathering of HIV/AIDS experts. 

years this July 22-27, in Washington, D.C.
The global war on drugs is driving the HIV 

pandemic among people who use drugs and 
their sexual partners. Throughout the world, 
research has consistently shown that repres-
sive drug law enforcement practices force 
drug users away from public health services 
and into hidden environments where HIV risk 
becomes markedly elevated. Mass incarcera-
tion of nonviolent drug offenders also plays a 
major role in spreading the pandemic. Today, 
there are an estimated 33 million people world-
wide living with HIV – and injection drug use 
accounts for one-third of new HIV infections 
outside of sub-Saharan Africa.

The report describes the remarkable failure 
of drug law enforcement policies in reducing 
global drug supply, noting that the worldwide 
supply of illicit opiates, such as heroin, has in-
creased by more than 380 percent in recent 
decades. The Commissioners also stress the 
drug war’s contribution to the growth of orga-
nized crime and violence, and urge countries 
that under-utilize proven addiction treatment 
and public health measures to immediately 
scale up evidence-based strategies to reduce 
HIV infection and protect community health 
and safety. These measures include sterile sy-
ringe distribution, safer injecting facilities, and 
prescription heroin programs. “Failure to take 
these steps is criminal,” the Commissioners 
state.

against HIV is being won in countries where 
addiction is treated as a health issue. This 
is the second report published by the Global 

2011, generated unprecedented media cover-

age and catalyzed international debate about 
the urgent need for fundamental reforms of the 
global drug prohibition regime. 

The commission’s rec-
ommendations include:

-
ments to halt the practice of 
arresting and imprisoning 
people who use drugs but do 
no harm to others.

success by indicators that 
have real meaning in com-
munities, such as reduced 
rates of transmission of HIV 
and other infectious diseases, 
fewer overdose deaths, re-
duced drug market violence, 
fewer individuals incarcerated 
and lowered rates of problem-
atic substance use.

-
havior resulting from repressive drug control 
policies and under-funding of evidence-based 
approaches is the main issue driving the HIV 
epidemic in many regions of the world.

Criminalizing Drug Use Fuels the Global HIV Pandemic
and millions of new HIV infections and AIDS 
deaths can be averted if action is taken now.

How drug-warring promotes HIV

drugs underground, away from HIV testing 
and HIV prevention services and into high-risk 
environments.

-
ringes to drug users result in increased syringe 
sharing.

-
stitution therapy and other evidence-based 
treatment result in untreated addiction and 
avoidable HIV risk behavior.

-
vention measures in prison lead to HIV out-
breaks among incarcerated drug users.

result in elevated HIV viral load and subse-
quent HIV transmission and increased antiret-
roviral resistance.

-
ful and ineffective drug law enforcement efforts 
instead of being invested in proven HIV pre-
vention strategies. 

More information at Globalcommissionon-
drugs.org

“The war on 
drugs has 
failed, and 

millions of new 
HIV infections 

and AIDS 
deaths can 

be averted if 
action is taken 

now.”
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BY STEVE CHARING
While many Marylanders 
continued to cope with 
power outages result-
ing from a severe storm, 
activists around the state 
participated in a num-
ber of community-based 
4th of July parades and 
events promoting mar-
riage equality and se-
curing support for the 
November referendum 
battle. 

The Columbia/How-
ard County chapter of 
PFLAG organized a con-
tingent of over 40 sign- 

all ages that marched in 
the River Hill annual 4th 
of July parade. River Hill is a village in Colum-
bia. Many marchers wore purple t-shirts with 
the white inscription, “Vote for the Civil Mar-
riage Protection Act.” They chanted support 
for marriage equality and tossed out candy 
to the crowd as well as colored beads with a 
message attached urging people to vote for 
marriage equality in November. Two volun-
teers from Marylanders for Marriage Equality 

(MD4ME) were part of the contingent.
In Annapolis there was also a solid turnout. 

The MD4ME contingent marched in the pa-
rade along with representatives of the Trevor 
Project. Maryland Lt. Governor Anthony Brown 
joined the marchers and held the banner.

from MD4ME joined in the 123rd Takoma Park 
Parade and walked alongside the campaign’s 

Marriage Activists Celebrate 4th of July Events

credit: June Horner

 NEWS

Heather Mizeur 
and Senator 
Jamie Raskin 
pa r t i c i pa ted 
as well. That 
evening, the 
campaign was 
at the Takoma 
Park July 4th 
Festival speak-
ing with sup-
porters, signing 
them onto the 
pledge, regis-
tering voters, 
and identifying 
volunteers. 

However, 
one activist 
noted, “The Ta-

koma Park Independence Day is really not 
where we need to be. The Dundalk Inde-
pendence Day parade is where outreach is 
really most needed.”

Other areas where MD4ME participat-
ed included Bowie and Frederick. We’re 
told they planned to be in Baltimore but by 
press time, the campaign would not con-
firm that. 

to Chuck because he keeps reinventing 
things.” Bowers has owned the bar since 
1978.

International rock star DJ Drew G, DJ 
Rosie and Baltimore diva Shadina B led 
the entertainment. 

In celebration of the community’s sup-
port, there were drink specials and give-
aways, such as 40 $50-gas cards and a 
cruise for two on Carnival. There was no 
cover the entire night. 

Club Hippo, which hosts a number of 
pageants and other large events, has a 
spacious dance floor in one section of the 
club, a saloon with two pool tables and a 
video-karaoke bar. 

See the two-page photo spread of the 
40th-anniversary celebration inside. 

CLUB HIPPO 
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS

– continued from front page 



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM       7  

Just two days removed from a successful 
and joyous Pride celebration in Baltimore, 
news that the board of directors of the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
Community Center of Baltimore and Central 
Maryland, or what is commonly referred to 
as the GLCCB or the Center, has changed 
its leadership. In doing so, the board 
announced it is re-writing the organization’s 
bylaws and presumably ushering in a new 
era of transparency and accountability.

This is welcome news.
“The GLCCB is a truly historic center,” 

Bud Beehler, the newly appointed president 
told me. “As one of the old-

are proud of our history... 
Like many LGBT centers, 
we have had a bumpy 
path that has been magni-

years. The board spotted 
some problems in how the 
Center was being managed 
and because the current 
board is committed to due 
diligence, we made some 
important changes.” 

I’m not going to sugar-
coat this. The Center’s 
“bumpy path” has been 
fraught with a series of “misses” over its 
35-year existence: mismanagement, mis-
steps, misinformation, miscues, misunder-
standings, miscommunication, and misap-
propriations.

Clearly, there have been very capable 
and dedicated people on the board and at 
the helm and have done well in their roles. 
Unfortunately, there has also been, at 
times, ineffective leadership that was com-
prised of good people with simply bad ideas 
as well as bad people who did bad things. 
The actions or inaction from this tapestry of 
leadership has led to a decline in respect 

-
timore’s LGBT community. 

Several factors play into this: 
-

leged thefts and misappropriations, have 
sullied the Center’s brand; 

-
ing and disclosures 
to the community 
sustain lingering 
suspicions;

that the GLCCB 
only surfaces dur-
ing the run-up to 
Pride but retreats 
into dormancy fol-
lowing the event 

in its relevancy 
and viability;

-
tance to use its 
clout to fully en-
gage in non-candi-
date, issue-related 
equality efforts 
also impacts its 
relevancy; and

inclusiveness especially among women, 
African-Americans and transgender people 
has been detrimental.

at the GLCCB’s past lead-
ership over the years, in all 
fairness, there is plenty of 
blame to go around. As the 
largest multi-service LGBT 
organization in Baltimore 
as well as the sponsor of 
Pride, the community as 
a whole, including myself, 
has failed to demand trans-
parency from the Center’s 
leadership. This hands-
off approach enabled the 
Center to function without 
the necessary oversight to 
ensure a diverse, smooth-

-
nancially sound organization. 

But the pendulum may now be swing-
ing in the right direction. In April, a revital-

grant, commissioned the services of Stra-

with Odette Ramos, a former candidate for 
the City Council, as president and CEO. Its 
mission was to survey the LGBT community 
regarding the GLCCB’s performance and 
recommend what it should be doing in the 
future. Ms. Ramos interviewed dozens of 
community members for the study, and we 

-
dations very shortly.

The very fact that such an undertaking 
was launched is encouraging, as it dem-
onstrates a willingness on the part of the 
board to right some wrongs and to improve 
the Center’s operations.

The  Center’s 
Needed Reset

Installing Bud 
Beehler as president 
of the board is an-
other positive. At a 
community town hall 
on June 25 – the ini-
tial such meeting in 

since 2000 – Beehler 
explained that this 
is a “reset” for the 
GLCCB, and the 
board is committed 
towards “striving for 
transparency and en-
gagement.” Beehler 
envisions the GLCCB 
to be “the lighthouse 
LGBT organization 
in the community,” 
meaning that it will be 
more visible and more 
involved at important 
community events.

The personable and responsive direc-
tor of programs, Gary Wolnitzek, is a plus 
for the Center as is Maggie Beetz, the smart 
and affable editor of the revamped Gay Life 
– the GLCCB’s monthly publication. 

with LGBT youth and in particular, The Den, 
Baltimore’s all-volunteer LGBTQ Youth Center. 

The new board seems very earnest in 
their attempts to put the Center on the right 
course. It does need minority representa-
tion, however, and the board recognizes 
that and promises to recruit accordingly. 

-
tive director of the Center, arranged for the 
purchase of the GLCCB’s current abode at 
241 West Chase Street in 1980, he had a 
vision that was shared by so many com-
munity members. He saw the building as 
a nucleus of gay life in Baltimore whereby 
people could drop in, meet and share ex-
periences.

I think that vision should hold true today. 
Additionally, a small LGBT history museum 
could be housed in the Center. A speaker’s 
bureau could be established to enhance 
visibility and to provide education on LGBT 
issues to business, religious and commu-
nity groups as well as area schools and col-

will disclose other low- or no-cost initiatives. 
If the Center’s new leadership can learn 

from past mistakes and proceed along a 
more open path, it could win over the skep-
tical members of the community. The result 
should attract enough resources to improve 
not only the building but also its place in the 
community. 

We need a strong, viable GLCCB in Bal-
timore. The time is right for this reset. 

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“If the Center’s 
new leadership 

can learn 
from past 

mistakes, it 
could win over 
the skeptical 

members of the 
community.”

GLCCB  credit: Steve Charing

Monday & Tuesday Karaoke with Nikki

Grand Central Nightclub

410.752.7133

1001-‐1003 North Charles St.

Baltimore, MD

www.centralstationpub.com

Visit us on Facebook 
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Over a year ago, I could sit in a favorite 
cafe or saloon without ever having to dis-
cuss anything gay. All of that changed in 
May of 2011 when I became the Managing 
Editor of Baltimore OUTloud. It comes with 
the territory, I suppose, people expect me 
to be both out and loud. I’m not so good 
at either. Every morning I check the gay 
news. I do not want to be caught off guard 
without knowledge of the latest gay goings 
on. People I have never met ask me gay 
stuff.

I’m not an expert in gay stuff, really. If 
I have any kind of specialized knowledge, 
it is in gemology, a former career, and in 
local history, a lifelong avocation.

Many years ago, I managed fine jew-
elry stores. I was good at it and had a bit 
of a reputation as an expert. When I went 
home from work I wanted only to spend 
time with my family. I was uncomfortable 
at social gatherings because inevitably 
someone would want me to appraise the 
family heirloom that aunt Betty left them. 
If I declined to do so, someone’s feelings 
would be hurt. If I did do so I might lose a 
friend after telling them that aunt Betty had 
delightful taste in costume jewelry.

I suppose it is the same for folks in oth-
er areas of endeavor. The plumber might 
be asked to look at a clogged drain. The 
lawyer may be asked for free legal advice, 
and the jeweler is asked to do free apprais-
als. 

I only did one free appraisal. A poor 
woman wanted to know how much she 
could get for a bag full of costume jewelry. 
She had what she thought was a gold-plat-
ed silver necklace where most of the plat-
ing had worn off the front. What she had 
was an 18-karat gold necklace with a top 
layer of fine silver (that is pure as opposed 
to sterling) that was set with rose cut dia-
monds. The value in the 1990s was over 
9,000 dollars. Therefore, I made an excep-
tion to my rule of no free appraisals. At the 
bottom of the plastic bag was a matching 
tiara.

Dick Gregory once said, “Just being a 
Negro doesn’t qualify you to understand 
the race situation any more than being 
sick makes you an expert on medicine.” I 
suppose the same could be said of being 

LGBT. Now, as the editor of Maryland’s in-
dependent LGBT newspaper, I am a pro-
fessional gay. It is an odd position for a 
woman who likes men, but that is my posi-
tion. Now at social gatherings folks expect 
me to be an expert on gay issues. I am not. 
Fortunately, I am surrounded by folks who 
are. Otherwise, we would not have much 
of a newspaper. 

Sitting in a small cafe people whom 
I have never met will ask for my take on 
LGBT issues. They do so at their own per-
il, as I said, I am not an expert. I am just 
the editor. Oddly, they never ask me to cor-
rect their grammar.

That changed recently when a young 
man asked me to look at his writing and to 
offer some advice. 

He will probably flunk out of college if 
he follows it. I remember a history profes-
sor at UMBC who lowered the grade on a 
paper I had written to an A-minus because, 
he said, it was written in the style of a jour-
nalist rather than an academic. Similarly, I 
was suspended in middle school when we 
had an assignment to write about a basket-
ball game. I wrote about the concupiscent 
game I played under the bleachers with a 

classmate. Fortunately, I was reinstated 
and moved to an advanced English class, 
becoming Teacher’s Pet. My advice to the 
young man was to write in plain English, to 
eliminate pompous words, and for that, he 
will likely do poorly in college, but at least 
he will be understood.

Still, I thank I gave the young man good 
advice. Like the woman with the diamond 
tiara, I think he walked away richer than 
when he had entered the room. 

All that Glitters

“Dick Gregory once 
said, ‘Just being a Negro 
doesn’t qualify you to 
understand the race 
situation any more than 
being sick makes you 
an expert on medicine.’ I 
suppose the same could 
be said of being LGBT. 
Now, as the editor of 
Maryland’s independent 
LGBT newspaper, I am 
a professional gay. It 
is an odd position for a 
woman who likes men.”
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BY ROSIE CROCKETT
When I was about four, the world had, con-
trary to my belief at the time, already been 
in operation for some while. I learned lots of 
things that my elders already knew. In fact, 
my parents and teachers spelled out most of 
those neat “new” things for me. They taught 
me how to write my name, do a somersault, 
and cross the street. And when I learned 
one day that my friend had two dads, my 
parents explained to me that some families 
are simply built that way. They made it clear 
that there’s nothing wrong with love. And 
that made sense to me. Some of the world’s 
tricks, though, because they were subtle, 
weren’t taught to me. I had to learn by my-
self, for example, that paint is inedible, and I 
deduced on my own that basketballs are usu-

say something homophobic, I was at a loss, 

It confused, rather than infuriated, me for 
years. Who would take offense at the love of 
two other people? If someone didn’t want to 
celebrate it, why not just ignore it? As I grew, 
of course, I realized that large questions 
have many answers, and that everybody 
is entitled to an opinion. And while I heard 
several arguments on behalf of solely hetero-
sexual unions, none were satisfactory to me, 
even when I was too young to describe why.

In a perfect world, of course, nobody 

everyone’s entitled. Some people would 
live one way, others other ways, and hating 
people because of traits they were born with 
wouldn’t even occur to anybody. But when a 
group is discriminated against, there’s nei-
ther a soul nor group of souls who can stop 
the omnipotent physical laws from complet-
ing the movement. An action, tangible or oth-
erwise, is always followed by a reaction. It 
starts on the inside of each indignant person 
at the butt of the offense, and softly boils into 

-

able to push back productively. They collect 
support from both victims and sympathetic 
spectators, and slowly elbow their way back 
to where they should have been all along. In 
the worst of circumstances, they feel both 
bullied and isolated, without ever having set 
a foot out of line. I wanted to keep that from 

happening to as many people as I could, but 
I also didn’t have the magic answer. Even the 
best intentions are virtually useless without 
knowing what to do with them. I learned that 
in order to help solve a problem that’s bigger 
than I am, I have to contribute to a counter-
force that’s also larger than me. And when I 
heard that Equality Maryland exists in order 
to make sure that as few members as pos-
sible of the LGBTQ community feel alone, 
I decided to work there, under the wing of 
adults who, contrary to what I would perhaps 
like to believe at this time, know more than I 
do. I, for example, was a little less capable 
of coolly discussing these issues with non-
allies than I am now, and I’m able to ask for 

when I go to college in the fall, I’ll be glad that 
I was able to add to the push for tolerance by 
interning at EQMD, and that I had the chance 
to learn from both myself and others during 
my time there. 

Rosie Crockett is a 2012 graduate of 
Bryn Mawr School and will be attending Grin-
nell College in the fall. 
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FABULOUS DRAG SHOW!
Our own Miss Chesapeake Pride 
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on a show! She has lined up the  

best entertainment this year!
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to help solve a problem 
that’s bigger than I am, 
I have to contribute to a 
counterforce that’s also 
larger than me.”
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Anderson Cooper did not really surprise too 
many when he came out. Most folks I know 
said they are already knew he is gay and it 
made no difference. Some acknowledged his 
open “secret” with a shrug. Nothing changed 
in the world. Nobody died... a couple of haters 
wondered openly why the gays have to be so 
brazen in their declarations of sexual orienta-
tion. They long for the days of the closet for all... 
no one dared to utter the sin that has no name.

Frank Ocean, a black music artist, singer and 
poet, revealed that he is bisexual. Many in the 
black arts community praised his courage, in-
cluding hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons. Giv-
en the emerging dialogue about sexual orienta-
tion in black communities, I am sure Ocean’s 
revelation sparked some lively discussions 
in barbershops, churches and kitchen tables 
around the country. There were some who 
surely decried Ocean’s honesty but I am also 
sure that there were and are people who con-

also convinced that his coming out gave hope 
to some who continue to struggle in the closet.

Even though Cooper and Ocean may 
seem miles apart in terms of demographics 
and socio economics, they do share the dis-
tinction of being men who say they are sexu-
ally and affectionally attracted to other men. 
In their respective careers, this type of revela-
tion could have been career ending. However, 
coming out as a secular celebrity or public 

it used to be. For every homophobic fan lost, 
a newly out star may gain scores of new fans 
simply because he or she came out. In the era 
of Wanda, Ellen and Ricky, coming out is no 
longer the Titanic event that could sink a. secu-
lar star’s ship.

However, in certain careers, coming out 
does present grave problems. When Christian 
music artists Tonex and Jennifer Knapp came 
out, sales of their CDs took a nosedive. Both 
Knapp and Tonex talked about how Christian 
radio stations and music stores refused to play 
and carry their music. However, the peace of 
mind they gained by coming out is immeasur-
able. Both artists talked about how God led 
them to this moment of discovery and cour-
age. Their ministries have been totally trans-
formed into a ministry of presence.

As gay Christian artists, being out is a 
matter of ministry. They are often beacons of 
light for lesbian and gay Christian kids strug-
gling with self-doubt and rampant religious 
bigotry. These out artists are helping thou-
sands of religious queer kids look at God in 
a new light. This road of openness that these 
artists and their gay fans are on is a hard one 
to walk but often the most necessary and ca-
thartic journey a person can take. Living a 
Gospel life was never a promise of ease. Je-
sus himself warned the cup he drinks is not 
an easy one to consume but in the end, it is 
freedom. He declares that he came so that 
his folks could have life and live it in abun-
dance. However, that abundance does come 
in the midst of suffering and trial. The free-
dom we seek through faith is the freedom to 
intrinsically understand that life requires that 
we walk in faith and not necessarily by sight. 
Christian artists like Knapp and Tonex took 
a leap of faith by coming out. They suffered 
because they choose to walk in truth. They 

-
curity. However, their abundance manifests 
itself in the myriad of lives that they have 
saved by just being who they are. Every 
human life is precious and even just saving 
one life by being honest, is more valuable 

closet. 

Ministry of 
Presence 
Affirmation in Revelation

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Much has been written over the last 15 years 
regarding the issue transgender inclusion 
within the gay and lesbian movement. The 
argument for inclusion originates in the notion 
that we are all queer, that we are all read by 
the larger heteronormative society as queer, 

on this theme. 
In the last few years, however, the tenor of 

this discussion has changed, with transgender 
people asserting different needs – and differ-
ent goals – for their community.

This is a good thing. It is imperative for all 
communities to decide for themselves what 
their needs and goals should be. To the ex-
tent those needs and goals coalesce with 
those other communities, Movements for so-
cial change can be built by a broad coalition of 
communities. 

There appear to be, however, some cracks 
in the coalition between the G and the L, on 
the one hand, and the T, on the other, stem-

people in the bedrooms of the G and the L.
Some prominent transgender activists – 

decided to take “the personal is political” to an 
absurd new level, and push the concept that 
lesbians owe it to transgender women to con-
sider them as sexual partners or face being 
labeled a bigot.

That is, it is no longer enough to be a “re-
spectful ally” – you must now be willing to lay 

-
sion.

This theme erupted earlier this year as 
news of the “Cotton Ceiling” broke. Accord-
ing to Morgan Page, a transgender activist, 
the Cotton Ceiling “basically… means that cis 
queer women will be friends with us and talk 
day and night about trans rights and ending 
transmisogyny, but will still not consider us vi-
able sexual partners. The term cotton ceiling 
is a reference to the ‘glass ceiling’ that sec-

wherein women could only advance so high in 
the workforce but could not break through into 
positions of power and authority. The cotton 
represents underwear, signifying sex.”

This sounds nice and liberal and some-

thing that open-minded lesbians might respect 
if they weren’t paying attention. However, 
Page and others have further upped the ante 
for lesbians by insisting that transwomen are 
female and lesbian rejection of them as sexual 
partners is bigotry.

“Cultural messages that code trans wom-
en’s bodies as male are transphobic, and 

So cis queer women who are attracted to other 
queer women may not view trans women as 
viable sexual partners because they have in-
ternalized the message that trans women are 
somehow male,” Page has said.

It is not “cultural messages” that “code 
trans women’s bodies” as male – it’s biology. 
As lesbians, we have been socialized since 
birth – like all females – to be sexually acces-
sible to males. As lesbians, many of us work 
for years with internalized self-hatred and mi-

our sexual attractions and honor our sexuality. 
This is a long and – for many of us – a life-
time process, as we are constantly bombarded 
with cultural messages that lesbian sexuality is 
wrong. The younger generation of lesbians now 
also face the additional pressure to incorporate 
“trans inclusion” into their sexuality or face exclu-
sion from a movement that has embraced queer 
– rather than lesbian – identity.

Guilting females into sleeping with males by 
calling it a political obligation is the same ma-
nipulative behavior males have used for eons 
to get sex from females. It’s not better now that 

heterosexuality,” the concept coined by Balti-
more native and Radical Feminist Adrienne Rich 

keeps females from actualizing their full sexual 
and emotional capacities, an agent that denies a 
sexual way of being unrelated to male pleasure 
– lesbian sexuality.

Demanding that lesbians confront their 
“transmisogyny” in the bedroom is demanding 
that lesbians cater to male sexual pleasure. In-
sisting that male biology is female – based on 
dubious science – in service to the goal of sexual 
access to lesbians is compulsory heterosexual-
ity.

Why has this idea gained any kind of trac-
tion within our broader “queer” community? Why 

shaming of lesbian sexuality.

intense –to call a trans woman “male” means 
hurting the trans woman’s feelings; means, ap-

– like all those imbued in invisible quicksand of 
Compulsory Heterosexuality – denies that this 
pressure exists.

And yet, this pressure exists. Our coalition 
can choose to ignore it, it can discount it, it can 
minimize it, it can cloak it on social justice lan-
guage, but this pressure is the same pressure all 
lesbians experience – the pressure to not be gay.

We are gay, not queer. Deal with it. 

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

Compulsory 
Heterosexuality, 
Queerified
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BY STEVE MUELLER 
Men’s Health Consultant
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who historically have experienced discrimina-
tion, will encourage congregations to deepen 
their understanding and widen their welcome, 

that we all might be empowered “to seek 
and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
our neighbors as ourselves.” 

At the crux of the opposition was 
not so much a rejection of transgen-
der persons, but as a rejection of what 

Bishop Mark Lawrence of the Diocese 
of South Carolina called, “the freedom of 

who they are in such a way that we no longer 
have any kinds of norms.” He said that, “We are 
entering into the chaos of individuality. It’s an 
idol that will break us.”

Virtue Online, which presents itself as the 
“Voice for Global Orthodox Anglicism,” quotes 
lesbian priest Susan Russell. “The last time we 
met, in Anaheim in 2009, we adopted some im-
portant resolutions supporting trans-inclusive 
federal ENDA and hate-crimes bills, adding 
gender identity and expression to nondiscrimi-
nation canons for lay employees and calling for 
church data forms to provide for inclusive self-

cancers early and offer the best chance of 
cure.

Research shows that lesbians 
are more likely to be overweight or obese 
compared to heterosexual women. Obesity 
causes high blood pressure, diabetes, and 
arthritis of the hips and knees. Obesity is 
also associated with increased rates of heart 
disease, breast cancer and other cancers, 
and with premature death. Regular exercise 
and a low-fat, low calorie diet are the way to 
prevent obesity and also the way to cure it. 

risk of heart disease and move you towards 
a healthier lifestyle. Brisk exercise means 
your heart rate increases and you are a little 
out of breath, and not able to carry on a con-
versation while exercising. 

Alcohol – Heavy drinking and binge 
drinking are more common among lesbi-
ans compared to other women. Regular 
use of drugs or alcohol eventually leads to 
problems at work and in relationships. In 
time, alcohol use leads to nerve damage, 
brain damage, liver failure and death. Al-
cohol also increases the risk of heart dis-
ease and cancer. Alcohol and drugs cause 
many deaths through driving while intoxi-

cated and violence 
against oneself and 
others. Cocaine can 
cause abnormal heart 
rhythms and heart at-
tacks. Amphetamines 
cause premature ag-
ing and gum disease 
resulting in tooth loss. 
Twelve-step programs 
are free and have 
been effective for 
many people in stop-
ping and staying off 

groups in both Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous.

 – GLBT people use tobacco 
at much higher rates. Smoking is guaran-
teed to damage your health and shorten 
your life. Long-term tobacco-related health 
problems include emphysema, lung can-
cer, throat cancer, bladder cancer, heart 
disease, strokes, high blood pressure, and 
many other serious problems. Short-term 
consequences of smoking include bad 
breath, stained teeth, smoker’s cough, and 
the expense of smoking. Free resources for 
smoking cessation are available by calling 
1-800-QUITNOW or searching 1-800-QUIT-
NOW online. 

Eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send her questions at editor@balti-
moreoutloud.com.

This is the third of a four-part series on 
the health issues of LGBT people. The 
first article in the series focused on issues 
common to all subgroups of LGBT people. 
The second addressed health concerns of 
transsexuals. This third column addresses 
lesbian health concerns. The final column, 
in the next issue of OUTloud, will cover is-
sues specific to gay men and other men 
who have sex with men. 

Breast Cancer – Lesbians are more 
likely to have risk factors for breast cancer 
yet they are also less likely to get mammo-
grams and clinical breast exams by medi-
cal professionals. As a result 
of this combination of higher 
risk and less screening, les-
bians who develop breast 
cancer may be diagnosed 
later in the disease, when it is 
less curable. Risk factors for 
breast cancer that are more 
common among lesbians in-
clude smoking, alcohol use, 
obesity, less use of hormonal 
contraceptives, and fewer 
full-term pregnancies. 

Heart Health – Heart 
disease is the leading cause of death for 
women in this country. Lesbians’ higher 
rates of smoking and obesity result in an 
increased risk of heart disease. All women 
over 40, and women under 40 with heart 
disease risk factors, should get periodic 
medical exams including a blood pressure 
check and blood tests to screen for high cho-
lesterol and for diabetes. The best thing you 
can do for your heart, if you smoke, is to quit 
smoking today. Moderate levels of exercise, 
just 20 minutes brisk walking or equivalent 

-
cantly decrease cardiac risk.

Gynecological cancer – Lesbians have 
higher risk for ovarian and endometrial can-
cers. The risk factors for these cancers are 
similar to those for breast cancer: smoking, 
obesity, few or no full-term pregnancies, little 
or no use of hormonal contraception. Having 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

LGBT Health 
Issues: Part 3
Health Issues of Lesbians

The Episcopal House of Bishops in July adopt-
ed two resolutions that would prohibit discrimi-
nation based on gender identity or expression. 

“gender identity and expression” 
to this list of protected categories 
of access for, “any ministry, lay or 
ordained,” in the Episcopal Church. 
The bishops explain that, “As we 
continue to grow in our understanding 
and embrace of all human beings, it is 

-
ing of difference. This proposed revision is 
based upon our increased understanding and 
practice to respect the human dignity of trans-
gender people – transsexuals, and others who 
differ from majority societal gender norms.”

The other resolution (D019), is submitted 

to Discernment Process for Ministry”) because 
it makes sense to change the Canons in Titles 

-
nation states that, “As transgender people and 
their families increasingly come out within or 

naming in our Canons, along with other groups 

Episcopal House of Bishops 
Accepts Transgender Ministers

FAITH

Take it easy!

A  Reconciling  Congregation  with  open  hearts,  
open  minds,  and  open  doors.  Being  a  lesbian,  gay,  

bisexual  or  transgendered  person  is  a  gift  from  God!

Grace  United  Methodist  Church
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway

www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Grace  Welcomes    
New  Associate  Pastor  
On July 1st, the Reverend David Shank became  
the new associate pastor at Grace UMC. He will 

engage in the full range of pastoral responsibilities: 
preaching, pastoral care, etc. But he especially enjoys 
youth and young adult ministry. David fully supports 
Grace Church’s reconciling congregation position.  
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The  Byzantine  Rite  Old  Catholic  Church  is  pleased  to  announce    

the  opening  of  our Cathedral  of  Saint  Antony
We  are  no  longer  at  First  Unitarian.  Divine  Liturgy  is  now  Saturdays  2  PM  at  Long    
Green  Center,  115  E.  Melrose,  Avenue  in  Baltimore,  MD.  For  more  information,    
contact  bishop@revdanielromanos.com  or  443-691-4926.  
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 CATHEDRAL STREET AT READ STREET
MOUNT VERNON’S CHURCH OF THE ARTS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EMMANUEL
GOD WITH US
ALL OF US
WITHOUT EXCEPTION
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

St. Michael !e Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!
“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

All  Are  Welcome

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785

801  Stevenson  Road  -  Severn,  MD  21144-2299
410-969-2783

St.  Bernadette
Roman  Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome A Spiritual Center for the 
LGBT Community

Rev. Lorin Cahill-Stanley
Pastor

Rev. Jamie Cahill-Stanley
Associate Pastor

Services held in private homes 
– call for locations

grcfellowship.webstarts.com
godsrainbowconnection@gmail.com

(717) 701-9226

God’s 
Rainbow 

Connection
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Call  the  Box  Office  at  443-840-ARTS  (2787)    
or  e-mail  cockpitincourt@ccbcmd.edu.    

BOX OFFICE HOURS: TUE-FRI 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Cockpit  in  Court  Summer  Theatre

Opening  in  the  
J  Building  Lecture  Hall

JULY 13 & RUNNING 
THROUGH JULY 22 INCLUDING 

3 WEEKDAY MATINEES

Opening  in  the  Cabaret  Theatre
Directed  by  Sherrionne  Brown

JULY 27TH AND RUNNING 
WEEKENDS THROUGH  

AUGUST 5TH

Opening  on  the  Mainstage
Directed  by  Eric  Potter
JULY 20TH AND RUNNING 

WEEKENDS THROUGH  
AUGUST 5TH

In an effort to raise awareness about the 
effects of bullying, Liberty Showcase The-
atre will present the musical Godspell, di-
rected by Ted McCadden and Jay Althouse 
and choreographed by Doug Kotula. 

A modern setting of the parables told 
in the Gospel according to Matthew, this 
production of Godspell illustrates the uni-
versal themes of the parables that are still 
present in contemporary society and are 
acted out complete with delightfully catchy 
musical numbers. Underscored with a 
message of acceptance of difference, the 
directors skillfully illustrate that the mes-
sages of the Gospels are as relevant today 
as when they were originally told.

Godspell, a musical by Stephen 
Schwartz and John-Michael Tebelak, 
opened off Broadway on May 17, 1971, 
and has played in various touring compa-
nies and revivals many times since. Sev-
eral cast albums have been released over 
the years and one of its songs, “Day by 
Day” from the original cast album, reached 
#13 on the Billboard pop singles chart in 
the summer of 1972.

Bullying was not a part of the origi-
nal production. The show was originally 
staged as a Circus, complete with cast in 
clown makeup and lots of slapstick.

The directors chose to tackle the issue 
of bullying because bullying is everywhere 
in 2012 with sad results. It was integrated 
this into the plot by telling the parables in 
a socially aggressive manner and by stag-
ing the show in a college classroom since 
bullying is so often associated with school 
settings. It’s important to remember that 
Jesus himself was socially persecuted.

All performances will be held at Owings 
Mills High School 124 Tollgate Road, Ow-
ings Mills, Maryland. It runs Friday, July 20 
to Sunday, July 29, 2012. Performances of 
Godspell are Fridays and Saturdays at 7 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

General Admission is $16. Seniors and 
children under 12, students with ID costs 
$13 (Group discounts and accommoda-
tions for individuals with disabilities are 
available.)

For information, you may call 410-340-
0821. 

BY MICHAEL FARLEY
July is undoubtedly one 
of the most frenzied 
months for Baltimore’s 
art scene; the $30,000 
Janet & Walter Sond-
heim Prize is announced 
at the BMA on the 14th, 
artists compete with fun-
nel cake for attention at 
Artscape, and across the 
metropolitan area exhibi-
tion spaces participate 
in the Artscape Gallery 
Network. A series of 
group shows dedicated 
to showcasing the works 
of Sondheim Prize en-
trants are on display 
everywhere from the top 
floor of the World Trade Center downtown 
to the Community College of Baltimore 
County’s suburban campuses. 

CCBC Catonsville’s show Re:purpose 
was curated by student Emilyann Craig-
head, whose proposal won a class compe-
tition to develop the exhibition. Re:purpose 
explores paper as a functionally obsolete 

medium in the era of 
Kindle, email, and GPS. 
The artists in the exhi-
bition all utilize books, 
newspapers, maps, 
or other print detritus 
for its formal qualities, 
nostalgic value, or pre-
existing content. Anna 
Fine Foer’s witty col-
lages include a Tower 
of Babel made of cell 
phone advertisements, 
landscapes made of 
maps, and goats graz-
ing across infrared-
colored magnetic fields 
(referencing the recent 
discovery that grazing 
herds follow magnetic 

veins in the earth’s crust). Susie Brandt’s 
Self Portrait with Hijab is a bust veiled in 
loose-knit paper. The “paper hijab” func-
tions as neither; instead of a blank sur-
face which conceals, the viewer’s gaze 
can penetrate a textured, revealing mem-
brane. The bust itself is comprised of in-
complete Xeroxed sentences from books 
and recipes, evoking a kind of schizo-

LIVELY ARTS 

Sondheim Exhibition Season Begins

Liberty Showcase’s Godspell Takes 
on Bullying

phrenic domesticity. 
While Foer and Brandt’s respective ad-

ditive processes nod towards the tradition 
of collage, other artists in the exhibition 
exploit the reductive potential of paper as 
a vulnerable medium whose found content 
is mutable through incision and biopsy. 

Skye Gilkerson’s Citizens and Pioneers is 
a spread of newspapers from every place 
the artist has lived. Gilkerson painstakingly 
excises the images and text, leaving be-
hind an imperfect grid of newsprint. It in-
stantly evokes a map of a placeless place; 

—continued on page 16

Anna Fine Foer (detail)
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and it’s on a recent record. They’re like, “Hey, that song is 
good!” So, a majority of the songs were written for me, with 
little things here and there, that came a different way.

you also covered his, “Papa Was a Rodeo” on an earlier 
disc. He writes awfully good country songs for a gay ur-

KH: [laughs] It’s so amazing. I was recently performing 
concerts with them and I was listening to them and thought, 
“This is the best country music I’ve ever heard.” They’re the 
most beautiful country songs. Yeah, it’s so great, his little vi-
suals, his details that he so carefully picks and chooses. It’s 

GS: Or on the Lower East Side.
KH: Or outside of a factory or one of those bars that open 

at 7 a.m., where the mailmen go.
GS: There are some recurring themes on the disc. For 

-
tioned “Pass On By,” as well as “Golden” and “Daddy’s 
Little Girl.” Sleep is referred to in “Sleeper Awake” and 

this World” and “Daddy’s Little Girl.” Were any or all of 
these conscious decisions?

KH: No. It wasn’t conscious, because I got songs from 
so many different sources and people. When someone asks 
me how I picked the songs, I say – even though I sound like 
a hippie – but the album kind of showed itself to me. I hate 

to put a framework on some-
thing. Like, I’m going to make 
this kind of record. We had 
this idea about how to get the 
songs and where the songs 
were going to come from, and 
then we decided to go with my 
whole baseball fantasy camp 
idea of working with Booker T 
and James Gadson, but the 
album just has to show itself 
to you. It’s almost like found 
poetry. It wasn’t conscious at 
all but I think it’s awesome 
that there are certain little 
threads that you can pick out 
of the quilt.

GS: There is also a 

songs such as “We Can’t 
Have Nice Things” and 
“Whenever You’re Out of My Sight.” Do you think domes-
tic tranquility is an oxymoron?

KH: The only thing I can think of is Leave it to Beaver 
and that was a TV show. I don’t think it’s ever tranquil. Where 
would all these sad songs come from? I think that’s a myth, 
sir! I mean I have happy times, we all have happy times, but I 
don’t think that exists. Go chase that windmill, dude, I’ve got 
other stuff to do. When I sing those songs, I see pictures on 

that’s reality. Everybody’s just doing 
the best they can not to kill them-
selves or others [laughs]; every day 
and every second.

Neko Case, Wilco, Kate Bush, Ma-
vis Staples and Bettye LaVette, 
among others?

KH: I had to buy some adult dia-
pers, man. Are you kidding? They 
were my favorite label in the world 
and they asked me to make a re-
cord for them. I thought I was being 
punked. I’d known Andy Caulkin from 
Anti- for a long time, through Neko. 
We’ve had these three hour conver-
sations about all different kinds of 
music. It’s so obvious to me that Anti- 
is motivated by their love of music, 
especially with Andy being kind of a 

driving force. Yeah, I had to buy a giant box of diapers. I was 
going to call my record “I’m Not Worthy.”

GS: But of course you are.
KH: I just like how they invest in you. It’s not like it’s my 

them proud. 
For the full version of this interview, browse to Baltimore-

outloud.com.

INTERVIEW WITH 
KELLY HOGAN

– continued from front page 

LIVELY ARTS // PERSONALITIES

Liberty Showcase Theatre Proudly Presents

GODSPELL
 By Stephen Schwartz & John-‐Michael Tebelak

Friday, July 20 – Sunday, July 29

FRIDAYS & S SUNDAYS 2 PM

All Performances Held at Owings Mills High School
124 Tollgate Road Owings Mills, MD 21117

For tickets or information call (410) 340-0821  
or e-mail libertyshowcasetheatre@hotmail.com 

or visit our website at 

www.libertyshowcasetheatre.org
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LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

BY CHUCK DUNCAN
-

mer (and a couple of sexy women as well), most notably in the 
last couple of weeks with the release of Magic Mike and The 
Amazing Spider-Man. The big question is: Do the movies really 
deliver the goods?

Magic Mike has been promoted endlessly as the party movie 

of the year with its strip club-set scenes dominating the ads. And 

were going to a real, live all-male revue. All that’s been missing 

weren’t any coming from the raucous crowd at my screening). 
Except, about midway through the movie, reality sets in and it’s 
almost like a bait-and-switch when some pesky plot and charac-
ter development intrudes into the good time.

If you’re not familiar with the story, Magic Mike is 
based on star Channing Tatum’s early “career” as a male 
stripper. In the movie, he plays a guy who just wants 
to build custom furniture, so he turns to stripping (and 
a variety of other entrepreneurial enterprises) to make 
enough cash to get a loan to get his business started. 
He meets young Adam, whom he calls The Kid, on a 
job site, lures him into the world of stripping, promises 
Adam’s cute sister (whom he seriously crushes on) that 
he’ll take care of The Kid, but loses control of him and 

for Matthew McConaughey), is going to screw him out of his 
agreed upon percentage of the club when they make the big 
move from Tampa to Miami. By the end of the movie, you’re 
kind of bummed out because you don’t like a couple of the 
characters, and you feel sorry for Mike, who just can’t catch a 
break. Not exactly how a wild night at the strip club should end. 
Worst of all, Matt Bomer, Joe Mangianello and Adam Rodri-
guez barely get to speak, used only as window dressing (very 
nice window dressing) in the dance numbers. Even if you are 
bummed by the end, you should come out with a renewed ap-
preciation for Channing Tatum. His easy charm always keeps 
Mike likeable, that underdog you’re really rooting for to suc-
ceed, and he totally carries the weight of the entire movie. Alex 
Pettyfer, as Adam, is also good at conveying the boyish inno-

Of Strippers and Superheroes
-

remorseful attitude he has towards Mike after causing him all 

colors used to accentuate different locations, from the cool blue 
of the club to the golden sunlight of the beach. Yes, there is 

count the silhouette), but Magic Mike is a Steven Soderbergh 

feel-good, male stripper romp of the summer.
While Magic Mike had hearts palpitating for the anticipation 

of seeing major male stars in the altogether, a different crowd 
has just as eagerly anticipated The Amazing Spider-Man. But 

Spider-
Man trilogy, is it too soon for a reboot? The answer just may be 
“yes,” especially if the plan is to completely start from the begin-
ning as if the previous movies never existed. That’s the biggest 
problem with The Amazing Spider-Man – it takes about an hour 
to get through the whole origin story of how Peter Parker be-
comes Spider-Man. Is there anyone on the planet who doesn’t 
know the story? Sure, they’ve added some stuff about Peter’s 

choice of the villain, Dr. Curt Connors/The Lizard, may appease 
the devoted fanboys (and those who felt they dropped the ball 
in the original trilogy by incorporating Connors into the story 
but never turning him into The Lizard), but the handling of the 
creature effects was just a bit off. I was never happy with how 
the CGI looked, especially the creature’s face. While it takes a 
while for the movie to kick into gear, the second half picks up as 
Peter has to go into full Spider-Man mode to save the city from 
The Lizard’s plan to turn everyone into lizards.

What the movie does get right is the relationship between 
Peter and Gwen Stacy, played to perfection by Andrew Gar-

together and feel for when events conspire to tear them apart. 
-

costume. The only issue, and it’s not Gar-

just do dour most of the time. In the comics, 
Spider-Man is known for having a quick with 
while battling the baddies and you barely get 
a hint of that here. Hopefully he’ll lighten up 
a bit in the next movie. Emma Stone can do 
no wrong in my book. She’s cute, charm-
ing, compassionate, and willing to step up 
to the plate when needed even at the risk 
of her own life. Who wouldn’t want her as a 

girlfriend? They both manage to elevate the sub-par material 
that shifts tones wildly from scene to scene. What director Marc 
Webb does get right is the use of 3D, which looks spectacular 
on an IMAX screen. He uses it to really immerse you into the 
story, but isn’t shy about bringing things off the screen as well, 
including a stunning slow-mo shot of Spider-Man swinging off 
the screen just above the heads of the audience. That’s a real 
3D money shot!

I know some people absolutely hate the reboot of The 
Amazing Spider-Man

worth sitting through to get to all the good stuff. And be sure to 
sit through the credits just a bit (not all the way to the end) to 
see the set-up for the inevitable sequel. 

an infinite urban expanse devoid of topography or street 
names. Her smaller Punctuate Series of book pages with 
all text removed are similarly effective. The remaining 
lace-like compositions are hauntingly beautiful in their 
fragile emptiness. 

As much as Gilkerson’s work conjures a mental image 
of the artist tormented by slow moving hour after hour of 
careful X-Acto-Knife-wielding, Nikki Rosato’s process ap-
pears downright masochistic. Rosato painstakingly carves 
figures from road maps; removing background and frag-
ments of road networks to reveal silhouettes of what re-
semble circulatory or nervous systems. Untitled (Connec-
tions) depicts a pair of male and female anatomies apart, 
yet joined at various junctures by interstates. The hybrid 
couple implies a shared qi traversing impossible merid-
ians. It is a powerful image that is simultaneously techni-
cally impressive, aesthetically beautiful, and conceptually 
evocative. 

Every year, the Sondheim satellite exhibitions can 
be somewhat overwhelming. Usually there are too many 
artists crammed into one show. Often there are artists of 
different calibers thrust together to meet a quota of Sond-
heim entrants. Sometimes there are exhibitions where 
conceptual or aesthetic outliers contradict a curator’s in-
tent. Seldom are the shows horrible. Whereas Re:purpose 
had a few weak buffalo in the herd, the strength of the 
majority of the work is more than enough to justify the trek 
out to the county. Conversely, the handful of interesting 
pieces in School 33’s Magically Suspicious are totally lost 
in the noise of a show that seems sloppy, chaotic, and 
left me feeling tragically incredulous. Most of the work is 
pretty gimmicky and superficial, but it’s worth going to see 
the two solo shows in the upstairs galleries. 

 In School 33’s Member’s Gallery, Jowita Wyszomir-
ska’s solo exhibition Shaping Geographies presents a di-
verse scale of work that retains a sense of cohesion yet 
skirts redundancy. Wyszomirska diagrams personal nar-
ratives and subconscious trains of thought into beautiful 
paintings, drawings, and one mixed-media wall piece that 
map the internal landscape. Her geometrical forms, con-
nections resembling airport hubs, and crystalline topog-
raphies tell a story in a gorgeous language viewers can’t 
understand, but won’t mind that they don’t. 

Down the hall in the Project Space, Carrie Fucile’s 
Subtext documents the subconscious from a totally dif-
ferent approach. Fucile records her friends singing, then 
edits out the words, leaving behind inhalations, melismas, 
and other non-verbal vocalizations. She then arranges 
these stray sounds into compositions. They are presented 
in a room that has a little too much of a haunted house 
vibe; viewers are instructed to remove their shoes, sit on 
beanbags, and watch disco-ball lights bounce around the 
ceiling. The theatrics of it all can distract from the interest-
ing content. It is too bad this piece had to be squeezed 
into this tiny room; the sounds should be explored as an 
installation, not listened to linearly as in a song. It is a 
shame Fucile and Wyszomirska didn’t have the expansive 
downstairs gallery; their works would make a complimen-
tary two-person show and create a surreal environment 
one could lose themselves in for hours. 

SONDHEIM EXHIBITION 
SEASON BEGINS

– continued from page 14 
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BY JON FAIRBANKS
Gaytravel.com 
“Majulah Singapura” is Malay for “Onward, 
Singapore” and the local LGBT community 
is truly living this motto. Homosexuality is 
still illegal in Singapore but in recent years 
gays and lesbians have made great strides 
toward not just tolerance, but acceptance.

As a queer traveler, you couldn’t ask 
for a more beautiful city to visit. Singapore 

is clean and easy-to-navigate. It’s also cul-
turally diverse and there are several official 
languages. Citizens speak English, Indian, 
Malay, Chinese and Indonesian. A cosmo-
politan city, there’s a plethora of exquisite 
museums, parks, cafes and restaurants to 
enjoy. If you love to get your shop on, the 
world-class malls (featuring high-end re-
tailers) won’t disappoint. 

A sightseer’s delight, there are several 
unique tourist attractions to enjoy in gay 
Singapore. Jurong Bird Park is a fabulous, 
romantic spot. Just a quick subway and 
connector bus trip outside of the city cen-
ter, you’re sure to love it. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to see thousands of colorful, exotic 
birds flying in their natural environment.

Singapore’s Botanical Garden is also a 
fabulous, beautiful refuge for lovers of flora 
and fauna. Scientists working on site breed 
orchards for the gardens and name their 
blooming creations after dignitaries and 
other well-known people, including former 
South African President Nelson Mandela 
and former United States First Lady Laura 
Bush. 

For foodies who crave exotic fare, 
you’ll be in heaven! Singapore is a melt-
ing pot of cultures and that’s definitely re-
flected in the cuisine. Banana Leaf Apolo is 
always packed but what this venue is lack-
ing in elbowroom, it makes up in its dishes. 

If you’re a fan of curry and North Indian 
dishes, this is the place for you. The por-
tion sizes are huge, so if you’re traveling 
with a large group it’s both economical and 
satisfying. 

Mexican cuisine lovers and gringos 
alike will adore Cafe Iguana. Delectable 
burritos and incredible margaritas, this 
place is muy caliente! The bar offers a 
wide variety of 100% blue agave tequi-

las and handcrafted 
mazcal. Forget Asia, 
this is some of the best 
Mexican food you’ll find 
anywhere. The restau-
rant is also located on 
Singapore River, offer-
ing a breathtaking view 
for patrons.

Although it’s a 
chain, seafood fanatics 
will adore Jumbo! Chili 
crab, their signature 
dish, is out of this world. 

Other recommended dishes include fried 
pawns with cereal, bamboo clams with 
minced garlic and donuts with seafood 
paste. Is your mouth watering yet?

With the growing tolerance of homo-
sexuality has come an influx of gay bars, 
clubs and other LGBT venues in Singa-
pore. That said, there are still no protec-
tions to keep the queer community and 
travelers safe against homophobic attacks, 
so enjoy but be cautious. Tourism is huge 
and many businesses are vying for the 
pink dollar. The amazing nightlife, cruisy 
gay beaches and impressive infrastructure 
make Singapore a wildly popular gay des-
tination. 

You’ll find many of the popular gay 
clubs are in Chinatown, which is easily 
accessible by public transportation. Back-

SingaporeMoving onward in
TRAVEL

stage Bar is one of the 
hottest clubs catering to 
queer patrons. You’ll love 
the classic movie themed 
décor, from Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington to 
Oklahoma. Sweat to the 
beats or head outside to 
cruise or light up. The 
house is packed each weekend and it’s a 
great place to meet hot locals and other 
out-of-towners.

DYMK (Does Your Mother Know) is an-
other amazing place to get your dance on. 
It’s a double-story retro bar with an S&M 
night every Thursday. You’ll find a com-
mon theme with the naming of a lot of the 
venues. DYMK, Taboo and other clubs are 
named to reflect the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
atmosphere. 

If you’re looking for a break from all of 
the hustle, bustle and modern convenienc-
es, head to Tanjong Beach in Sentosa, one 
of Singapore’s most popular gay beaches. 
Tanjong is the furthest beach from Beach 
Station opposite of Siloso Beach. You’ll 
find a wide range of sun-seekers here from 
young twinks to bronzed older gents don-
ning speedos. 

Unlike many other gay beaches, you’ll 
find some shops, bars and cafes near Tan-

jong. This beach is also close to Palawan. 
This stretch of the coast is where you’ll find 
a lot of straight families and teens but it’s 
still a great place to get some rays.

In 2005, Singapore hosted their first 
LGBT Pride festival, sponsored by Indig-
Nation. This year marks the sixth season. 
Unlike most Pride festivals, you won’t find 
the local queer community participating in 
parades or other flamboyant events be-
cause organizers cannot get permits from 
the government. Typically, the schedule in-
cludes LGBT lectures and film festivals but 
few if any outdoor celebrations.

Despite efforts to quiet Singapore’s 
gay and lesbian community, it’s easy to 
hear the roar of The Lion City’s mos. The 
gay traveler will revel in the city’s modern 
appeal and a queer scene that’s not just 
growing, but bursting as the seams. 

For more information about gay travel 
destinations please visit Gaytravel.com 
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REAL ESTATE

Stagnant real estate values in recent 
months in many areas across the country 
have homeowners everywhere continu-
ing to feel anxious about homeownership, 
some are in a position in which they want 
or need to sell, while others may be in dan-
ger of losing their homes.

It is quite possible the real estate mar-
ket has hit its peak for 2012 and waiting 
for higher values is an exercise in futility ~ 
ignoring the situation will only make mat-
ters worse.

One viable option if you’re not able to 
wait indefinitely to sell, or if you’re facing 
foreclosure, is to go through the process 
of a short sale ~ if you’re facing financial 
hardship and just can’t seem to keep up, 
this may be your option to bankruptcy… 
eliminate your largest debt.

A short sale procedure can be used to 
sell a home when its value has dropped 
well below what you owe on it. Put more 
simply, in order for homeowners to consid-
er the process of a short sale, the home’s 
value must be lower than whatever is 
owed on the mortgage.

In order for a short sale to happen, 
a mortgage lender must agree to reduce 
any outstanding debt so that a home may 
be priced to sell as close to its assessed 
value as possible.

What motivates the lender to do this? 
The lender does not want to own aban-
doned, vacant properties… they are in the 
loan business, not the real estate busi-
ness.

There are several consequences in-
volved when it comes to short-selling a 
home.

route allows homeowners to pay off out-
standing mortgage debt, one consequence 
is that they will also walk away with noth-
ing to show for investment made in the 
property.

-
ment or toward home improvements will 
be lost. A short sale allows homeowners 
to wipe their mortgage debt clean, but it 
also wipes away any chance of recovering 
money that was put into the home.

that the process will affect a person’s cred-
it. Some people mistakenly believe that a 
short sale will prevent negative marks from 
showing up on their credit report. This is 
a falsehood ~ if you’re late on mortgage 
payments, you receive negative marks on 
your credit report. Although a short sale is 
not as detrimental to a person’s credit as 
a foreclosure, it will show up on a credit 
report. Buying another home in the future 
will be possible, but the process may be 
more difficult.

lender may file a 1099-C with the govern-
ment reporting a debt cancellation. This 
can subsequently lead to the homeowner 
owing taxes on any amount forgiven.

Opting to short sell is a great way for 
homeowners to avoid the long and unre-
alistic process of trying to sell a home for 
more than it’s worth or, even worse, of go-
ing through foreclosure. However, the pro-
cess does not come without its own set of 
consequences that homeowners need to 
be aware of before considering this pro-
cedure. 

Browse to GayRealEstate.com and 
LesbianRealEstate.com for more info. 

Mortgage Short Sale or Bankruptcy? 

Country Living  
Close to Town

Mature gay professional male seeks 
to rent two rooms in a secluded spacious 
home in Owings Mills. Looking for a gay 
male for one room (480 sq. ft.) and a LGBT 
couple for the larger room (840 sq. ft.!)

Rent includes: room (furnished as much 
as you need), utilities, cable and wireless 
Internet, central air and heat, use of kitch-
en and rest of house, laundry, free parking, 
and much more.

Residence is very private and wildlife 
abounds. Close to bus, train, shopping, 
restaurants, and bank. Available June 1st. 
Must be cat friendly. Call Jay for more 
information: 410-952-6724

BY JEFF HAMMERBERG
Buying a home may be the largest investment 
decision you’ll ever make – it’s crucial to hire a 
realtor that will represent you as a buyer bro-
ker, has a track record of excellence and is an 
experienced agent with excellent negotiation 
skills... the problem is, there is no standard, 
objective rating system, so hiring a realtor that 
does good work will be a matter of your back-

ground investigation and your judgment.
There are a few ways to do some back-

ground on a person you’ll be putting this must 
trust into:

line databases to search your agents name… 
have they had any problems or disciplinary is-
sues?

-
ple (names and numbers) that he has sold a 
home to in the past year! This will prevent the 
agent from “cherry picking” a few good friends 

over a career, and secondly – if they haven’t 
sold six homes in the past year, you don’t want 
to work with them.

Call and ask some of these people how 
their experience with that realtor was. Did they 
communicate frequently? Were they profes-
sional in their work? Did they feel their “best 
interests” were being represented? Would 
they hire them again?

their work, there should be no problem pro-
viding a list of people with whom that realtor 
has worked in the past – it is common practice 
to ask for and 
check referenc-
es.

If you’re a 
home seller; in 
addition, ask 
your possible hire for a list of their previous 
“listings sold”. This list should include helpful 
data such as list price to sale price ratio and 
average number of days on market, which will 
give you an idea of what kinds of sales a spe-

these are his/her personal sales and not “our 

-
ity of their work, there should be no prob-
lem providing a list of people with whom 
that realtor has worked in the past.  
But why is it important to check your realtor’s 
references before hiring them? The answer is 
simple: A home is often the biggest purchase 
made in one’s life. It can cost tens or hundreds 
of thousands, even millions of dollars – a great 
realtor will streamline the house-buying or sell-
ing process and make the experience exciting 
and enjoyable. In addition, it is important to 

guidance and advice, will provide references 
to inspection and similar services, and will be 
easy to communicate with. 

Jeff Hammerberg is the founding CEO of 
GayRealEstate.com 

Choosing an Agent: Don’t Tempt Fate!  

“A home is often the 
biggest purchase made 
in one’s life. It can 
cost tens or hundreds 
of thousands, even 
millions of dollars. 
A great realtor will 
streamline the house-
buying or selling 
process and make the 
experience exciting and 
enjoyable.”
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Cell: 410.935.9605
Main o!ce: 1.800.989.7101 

Your Dedicated Real Estate Professional

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Of!cer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that !rst home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your !nancial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

JEFFREY TESSMER     JIM MIKULAJIM MIKULA
701 S. Broadway   Baltimore, MD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com     jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500    Jim cell: 410-960-2836   Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson
 

Professional & Domestic Partners 3
9 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-‐752-‐1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Ron Zimmerman Realtors
®

1234 Light St. ~
 Baltimore, MD 21230

410-‐752-‐1050 ~
 email ronz@mris.com
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The Natty Brat – Roma Natty Brat Sausage, 
Hot Pepper Relish, Dijon Sauce and Cheddar 
Cheese grilled up on Ciabatta ($7.99). There 
is something about the combination of spice 
from the peppers and Dijon with the cheddar 
and sausage that makes The Natty Brat a high 
hitter on my list of best sandwiches.

The Fresco – Fresh mozzarella & provo-

pesto & a balsamic glaze ($7.99). This ver-
sion of grilled cheese just shouts summer days 
today (but I would still love in the winter), the 
freshness of the ingredients and the pesto take 
me back to my trip to Italy in a way with its own 

Crabby Melt – Melted Monetary jack 
cheese on top our homemade Crabby Dip 
loaded with sweet claw meat ($7.49). This 
sandwich just screams “Bawlmer”! The rich-
ness of the Crabby Dip combined with the gen-
erous amounts of crabmeat make it something 

you will be coming back to 
stratify your cravings. 

Each of the staff members 
was friendly and helpful (they 
have no problem sharing their 
favorite grilled cheese with 
you). Be sure to stop in at one 
of the locations: Catonsville, 
Ravens Walk, Sykesville and 
Baltimore (Federal Hill). 

 Private Room
 Dance Floor
 Full Bar
 Lounge Seating
 PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

ser!ecR srivate sarty

DINING OUT

When you think of a comfort food or your fa-
vorite childhood meal what comes to mind? 
For me there are a few, but one that sticks out 
is a good grilled cheese sandwich. Well I am 
all grown up now, but a good grilled cheese 
sandwich hits the spot! 

I was invited to come in try out Grilled 
Cheese & Co. (1036 Light 
Street; 410- 244-6333) in Fed-
eral Hill (what used to be the 
home of Dangerously Delicious 
Pies). 

After looking over all delec-
table options and not know what 
to pick I was offered a sampling 
of the manager’s top picks:

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo

Restaurants

New Take on 
Grilled Cheese
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On the one hand, whining or talking-with-
out-taking-action can be a waste of time. 
On the other hand, words can be amaz-
ingly transformational. Four score and 
seven years ago… I have a dream…Ask 
not what your country can do for you…
There’s nothing to fear but fear itself. 

Given that talk can be cheap, power-
ful, and everything in between, it leads me 
to wonder how we can put talk to good 
use in the marriage-equality effort here in 
Maryland this summer and fall. 

To start, let me share a statistic from 
the Proposition 8 vote held in California a 
few years ago. A mere 25% voted with us 
when they knew an LGBT person. Howev-
er, an impressive 75% voted with us who 
had had a conversation with an LGBT per-
son about why marriage-equality matters. 

Clearly, it’s time to get talking, girl-
friend!

In my work as a life coach, I often use 
conversation to convince people – gently 
and respectfully – to change their minds 
and to try new things that intimidate them. 
Let me share some of the basics of my 
profession about having these types of 
conversations.

First, you need to start the conversa-
tions. “Gay marriage” and “voting on gay 
marriage” are not topics that most regu-
lar, non-political straights will initiate. Use 
some form of the phrase “same-sex mar-
riage” instead of the less-easily-under-
standable “marriage equality.”

Second, don’t debate or push. You 
may have noticed our opponents don’t 
care much about losing debates or mis-
representing facts; they understand that 
generating a feeling is more important 
than being right. 

Here’s a tip: at the beginning of the 
conversation, get yourself into the mindset 
that you are a “host” and the other person 
is a “guest” whom you have invited into 
your home. Speak accordingly; respect-
fully, gently, pleasantly, and graciously.

Third, spend more than half your time 
doing active listening. I could write an 
entire column about active listening tech-
niques, but let’s summarize it this way: 
let the other person “have the floor,” ask 
clarifying questions, and make brief state-

ments as a way to show that you under-
stand her or his point. Really delay taking 
the floor and telling yout story.

Fourth, listen carefully for shared 
values. For example, ask for opinions 
and feelings about marriage. Listen for 
themes of love, commitment, and family. 
When given an opening, share a two-
minute story about why marriage equality 
matters to you personally (a “me” story) 
or a story about why it matters to those 
around you (an “us” story).

Fifth, don’t try to “close” or “change” 
the other person. Just let them “sleep on 
it.” Perhaps invite them to dinner at your 
home or out for coffee for more conversa-
tion at another time soon.

Here’s a summary of my “me” story: 
Before I had back surgery in 2007, I spent 
two months lying on the floor of my liv-
ing room, getting up only to hobble to the 
bathroom or go to bed at night. My hus-
band, David, would make a bagged lunch 
for me in the morning before he went to 
work, and would hand it down to me on 
the floor. I remember David’s son, Kale, 
driving me to the clinic to get a cortisone 
shot. I don’t know what I would have done 
without my family’s love and support…
never mind David’s health insurance. I 
guess that was an example of him stick-
ing by me “for better or for worse.”

Here’s a summary of my “us” story: 
When David and I moved to Baltimore in 
December of 2009, Maine had just voted 
down marriage equality. My then eight-
year-old niece tearfully said to my sister, 
“Did Uncle David and Uncle Gerry move 
far away because we voted against mar-
riage?” Even a young child felt the disre-
spect of that vote. It disrupted her sense 
of family, and it hurt her as much as it did 
me.

After the conversation, you may never 
know if your story convinced that person. 
Just have faith that your genuine, heart-
felt conversations will live long after the 
words have been spoken. 

Let me close by saying I read an ar-
ticle recently about the Maine vote a few 
years ago. A caller from our opponents’ 
phone banks had a series of nine phone 
conversations with a woman. In the first 
few conversations, she was leaning to-
ward voting with us; however, by the ninth 
call, she’d committed to voting against us. 
Clearly, this poor woman had no LGBT 
relative, coworker, friend, or neighbor 
talking heart-to-heart with her; instead, 
she was swayed by our opponents read-
ing off a script. 

So, are you having the conversations, 
yet? Forward progress for our movement 
depends on it. Victory in November de-
pends on it. 

Learn more at BaltimoreLifeCoach-
Gerry.com

Having the 
Conversations

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Amos Badertscher (b. 1936) is a self-taught 
photographer whose primary subjects are 
the drag queens, performers, bar friends 
and the young hustlers living on the fringes 
of the Baltimore streets. Baltimore retained 
the working-class, mostly heterosexual hus-
tling subculture of the pre-Stonewall era 
long after most American cities-a vanished 
scene, today mostly tied to various forms of 
drug addiction. His stark images made even 
more so by the incisive biographical narra-
tives of his subjects that he often pens onto 
the photographs themselves. The subject of 
a landmark exhibition at the Duke University 
Museum of Art, his work has been published 
in two books and various anthologies. Bad-
ertscher has donated his life’s work to the 
Leslie-Lohman Museum of Gay and Lesbian 
Art, NYC.

These very short stories are sometimes 

BY AMOS BADERTSCHER
I was taking this guy back to his neighbor-
hood one night none too sober and we were 
heading down Patterson Park Avenue which 
undeniably sloped downward toward “the 
Avenue” which was Eastern and he says to 
let him out right here. I say OK and stopped 
but just before he gets out he grabs my car 
keys pretty fast, leaves the door open, runs 
in back of the car, across the street and into 
Patterson Park. Don’t know if he did this to 
get back at a person of ambiguous and un-
American sexual tendencies or that it was 
just something he had to do for diversion be-
cause nothing else is going on in his working 
class life anyway or he somehow was plan-
ning to sell them back to me for a price at 

out to be sooner than later. 
Instinctively, I put the 
car in neutral, an 
old VW, thought 
I’d pulled the 
e m e r g e n c y 
brake on 
and took off 
after him, 
just into the 
edge of the 
park when 
I noticed the 
car slowly drifting 
down the avenue headed for 
Eastern at the bottom of the hill. 
I started running but there was no 
way I was going to catch it. So the car con-
tinued drifting down I guess one block and 
just at the intersection of this neighborhood 
cross street it unbelievably makes this right 
turn and comes to rest against some parked 
cars on the left side of the street. I found 

damage, anywhere. Makes you wonder. But 

on the block on Patterson and I tell him this 
kid stole my car keys and my car is sitting 
on the cross street, a dramatic event which 
he probably witnessed anyway. I make up 
some story as to how it happened but obvi-

The Keys

ously this is one of the most famous, and I 
guess for too many others, the most noto-
rious hustling areas in the city and I’m not 
sure he really believed me. So we’re talking, 
I’m pretty confused and desperate and in a 
matter of about 10 minutes he notices this 
kid about six blocks down, basically on East-
ern, waving in our direction. He suggested it 
was probably the same kid who took the car 

keys so he agreed to walk down and 
see what he wanted. He comes 

back and says the kid, he’ll 
sell the keys for 25 dol-

lars. So I give him 25 
dollars, he walks 

down and gets the 
keys back. I talk-
ed to this man in 
a rapidly sober-
ing state a while 
longer, thanking 
him many times, 
it was really a 

miracle, but 
my life was miracu- lously full of 

these Speilbergian h a p p e n i n g s . 
He says no problem or the late 60s or early 
70s equivalent meaning the same thing. It 
was all certainly more compelling, better 
than television. Then I got back in my car 
and drove back to my apartment on Madi-
son. I was done for the night. It makes you 
wonder. 
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CLUB HIPPO’S 40th  Anniversary
JULY 7, 2012 | PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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CLUB HIPPO’S 40th  Anniversary
JULY 7, 2012 | PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Have you ever been to Tulsa? Most folks 
I know have been no closer to Oklahoma 
than row five, orchestra! One of the many 
things I enjoy about being so involved in 
the Leather Community is the travel. A 
few years ago I went to Tulsa to see the 
Oklahoma Mr. Leather Contest and guess 
what? I had a blast! I met wonderful peo-
ple, enjoyed all kinds of fun bars and had 
a fantastic time. Tulsa is a great town and 
lots of fun. Who knew? Do something dif-
ferent this year. Take a leather vacation! 

In February, I went to the Parliament 
Resort in Augusta, Georgia for the Mr. 
Southeast Conference of Clubs Leather 
Contest Weekend. It was a lot of fun. You 
don’t have to wait until February to visit this 
popular gay resort. There are a number of 

leather events 
planned there 
this year. On 
August 23-26, 
the Trident 
Knights of 
C h a r l e s t o n , 
South Caro-
lina will be 
hosting their 
19th Anniver-
sary Week-
end. This 
weekend will 
have an Al-
catraz theme 
and will in-
clude food 
and cocktail 
parties put on by CSRA Leather Bears, 
Greenville Renegaydes, Savannah River 
Alliance of Ladies in Leather, and more. 
What? You never heard of those leather 
clubs? My point-exactly. You will meet lots 
of new leather folks and you get to be the 
new face in town! You won’t be the only 
one from Baltimore there. Mr. SECC Leath-
er 2012 Sir Andy Chmielowski-Liu will also 
be hosting a cocktail party. Check out 
www.tridentknights.com for all the details. 

In September of 2000, the first Mr. New 
Jersey Leather Contest was held in Asbury 
Park as part of the first New Jersey Leather 

Pride Weekend. 
Produced by 
the Promethean 
Guard the event 
was quite the hit! 
In 2004, the title 
of Ms. New Jer-
sey Leather was 
added. The suc-
cess of the New 
Jersey Leather 
titleholders has 
turned the New 
Jersey Leather 
Weekend into 
a major event. 
Make plans to 
be in Asbury 
Park on October 

19-21, 2012 for NJ Leather Weekend 2012 
and the Mr. and Ms. NJ Leather 2013 Con-
test. Friday, October 19 will be the official 
Meet & Greet Uniform / Gear Party at the 
Paradise Night Club. The contest will be 
held on Saturday, October 20 and the vic-
tory brunch will be on Sunday, October 21. 
You will want to make your reservations 
now at the Empress Hotel. The beautiful 
Empress Hotel has 101 rooms in a beau-
tiful oceanfront setting. Asbury Park has 
made a big comeback in the past few years 
and you will find a revitalized shopping dis-
trict nearby. Visit www.leathernjonline.com 
for more information. 

It will be quite the gathering again this 
year up north in the wonderful 
city of Toronto, Canada on Au-
gust 9-12 for Toronto Leather 
Pride. The event kicks off on 
Thursday, August 9 with the 
Northbound Leather Recep-
tion and the Black Eagle Kick 
Ass Boot Party. Friday, August 
10 brings the VIP Reception 
at Sailor (465 Church Street) 
and the Meet the Contestants 
Party at Woody’s (467 Church 
Street). The Phoenix Concert 
Theatre (410 Sherboune St.) 
will be the place to be on Sat-
urday, August 11 for the Mr. 
Leatherman Toronto 2013, Ms. 
Leather Toronto 2013, and Mr. 
Rubber Toronto 2013 Contest. 
After the contest Leather Ball 
18 will be held at the Phoenix 
Concert Theatre. On Sunday, 
August 12, Toronto’s famous 
Leather Brunch will be held 
at O’Grady’s (518 Church St.) 
These are just a few of the 
many events that will make up 
Toronto Leather Pride Week-
end 2012. 

In is easy to think of leather 
up north in Canada, but what 
about leather in the desert? I 

Plan a Leather 
Vacation!

love Palm Springs! There are over forty 
gay resorts there and countless bars and 
restaurants. Plus the scenery is so beauti-
ful. What better time to head west to the 
sunshine of Palm Spring than during Palm 
Springs Leather Pride on November 8-11, 
2012. There will be a Meet & Greet Par-
ty, Formal Leather Dinner, vendor mart, 
Smoker/Beer Bust/BBQ, and the Mr. Palm 
Springs Leather 2013 Contest. The great 
folks put on the event from the Leather 
Order of the Desert. Go to Desertleath-
erpride.com to learn more and make your 
reservations. 

Over the weekend of October 19-21, 
2012, the Tulsa Uniform & Leather Seek-
ers Association (TULSA) will present the 
Oklahoma Mr. Leather 2013 Weekend. 
The contest will be held at Club Maverick 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma and a whole week-
end of activities is planned. I am sure you 
have never thought of vacationing in Tul-
sa, Oklahoma but you are in for a fun filled 
time. Plus who doesn’t love a cowboy! All 
the details can be found at www.tulsale-
ather.com. 

If you love meeting people from the 
Leather Community and you love to travel, 
why not combine the two and take a leath-
er vacation this year! Many of these events 
have package details that include food, 
drinks, and admission to events. It will be 
an exciting getaway! The beach is fun, but 
try someplace new. Have you ever been to 
Tulsa? 

Sunny, leathery Palm Springs
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July 13 
Charm  City  Gay  Social
A community-based social and discussion group 
focused on building an understanding for gay 
culture, personal identity and civil rights for 
gay, bi, trans, queer, questioning and inter-sexed 
men 18+. Meets every Friday at 8:30 p.m. at the 
GLCCB, 241 W. Chase St., Baltimore in Room 201 
for discussion with dinner in the area following. 
Info: David at charmcitygaysocial@gmail.com 
or 410-790-3592. CharmCityGaySocial.org or 
facebook.com/groups/charmcitygaysocial.

July 15 only
Do  it  Now!  
A Staged Reading of a New Musical. Join us 
for a reading of Do it Now!, a new musical in 
development about “Mayor Annoyed’s quest to 
make Baltimore a great city. The music and lyrics 
are by BSO multi-instrumentalist and composer, 
Jonathan Jensen; award-winning playwright 
Rich Espey has written the book. There will be 
a talkback after the reading to help the creators 
further develop the work. Theatre Project 45 W. 
Preston St. Baltimore, MD 410-752-8558 7:30 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10

July 20 – 22
Artscape  2012
Artscape is America’s largest free arts festival, 
attracting 350,000+ attendees over three days. 
Artscape features 150+ fine artists, fashion 
designers and craftspeople; visual art exhibits on 
and off-site, including exhibitions, outdoor sculpture, 
art cars, photography and the Janet & Walter 
Sondheim Prize; incredible live concerts on outdoor 
stages; a full schedule of performing arts including 
dance, opera, theater, film, experimental music 
and the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra; family 
events such as hands-on projects, demonstrations, 
competitions, children’s entertainers and street 
theater; and a delicious, international menu of 
food and beverages that is available throughout the 
festival site. Friday: 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Saturday: 
11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  
Mount Royal Avenue & Cathedral Street, Charles 
Street, Bolton Hill, and Station North Arts & 
Entertainment District Free and open to the public,

July 20-‐21
Tea  by  the  Sea  Weekend

Rehoboth Beach, DE. Come 
Kick off Tea by the Sea weekend with a 
bang! Mingle with Mautner Project and 
Rehoboth Beach friends while listening 
to the beautiful sounds of Viki Dee!  
It starts Friday the 20th at the Frogg 
Pond 3 South First Street, Rehoboth 
Beach, DE at 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Everyone welcome! It’s FREE  Saturday the 21st 
the Annual Beach Side Bash at 12 Hickman Street, 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Enjoy 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, beautiful views and 
stellar conversation! Entry is FREE but donations 
are requested.  RSVP is REQUIRED due to limited 
capacity! Please e-mail azhan@mautnerproject.org 
or call 202.332.5536. Generously hosted by Scott 
Sterl & Gene Lawson Please note: multiple flights of 
stairs (3) are required to reach this event. After Tea 
by the Sea, join us for dancing with DJ jame’ foks! 
at the Rehoboth Ale House 15 Wilmington Avenue, 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. It’s FREE 
Come out and support the Mautner Project

July 26 – 29
The  21st  Annual  Pride  Festival
of  Central  Pennsylvania
This years Theme: The Journey Together Towards 
Equality The festival is part of the much larger Gay 
Pride Week in Harrisburg marked by several events, 
including Voices United Concert Friday at Market 
Square Presbyterian Church with the Harrisburg 
Men’s Chorus, Central PAWomyn’s Chorus and 
MCC 20 S. Second Street, Harrisburg 8:00 p.m.  
Cost: $15 Tickets are available at the door or at 
chorus. Then after Enjoy the Liquid Divas as they 
start the party off with a fabulous drag show. Reserve 
your table at (717) 939-3590. 891 Eisenhower Blvd, 
Harrisburg. The Unity Pride Parade will march down 
Front Street in Harrisburg starting at 11:00 am.Then 
to  Riverfront Park - Front Street, Harrisburg Come 
out and enjoy bands, floats, queens, kings, and much 
more. Enjoy great food, vendors, performances from 
local Drag Queens and live music throughout the 
day from: That Band, The M80’s, Take 147, and our 
headliner 312. Special guest comedian, Jade Esteban 
Estrada, will MC as well.For more information go to 
www.centralpapridefestival.com

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Send  your  information  for  
upcoming  events  to  

calander@baltimoreoutloud.com

DJ jame’ foks
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  

in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME 443.695.0141

 BOOKS & GIFTS

 COUNSELING

 MASSAGE ADVERTISE HERE!

 CONSULTING

Strategic Management 

 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 

CONSULTING
Strategic Planning Implementation, and  

Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 LAWN

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

Call  Jamie  443-913-6575

C&J  Handyman  Services  

NO  JOB  TO  SMALL

  Roofing       Painting  

  Gutters  &  Downspouts  Cleaned  

  Trash  Removal  

  All  Around  the  House  Jobs

 HANDYMAN 

 PHOTOGRAPHY

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

 SUPPORT

Proudly Serving the LGBT 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for Individual 

Women and Men, Couple’s, 

Teens, Families,  

and Groups.

5209 York Road

410.532.2GROW 

(2476)
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com
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 ATTORNEY  TAX SERVICES  TRAVEL

 FINANCIAL  AUTO SALES

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CALL 410-244-6780 TO ADVERTISE.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 PET CARE

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

NEED A CAR, TRUCK or SUV?

DON’T BUY NEW, BUY 1 OWNER & SAVE!

Over 1,000 Vehicles!
You Need 2 Pay Stubs 
& 1 Bill - Laurel, MD. 
Gross Income Must 
be $2K Mo. or Above. 

JASON
202.704.8213

C L A S S I F I E D

Mattress
Queen Pillow Top Set
New, In Factory Plastic

Must Sell $100.00
(443)-487-3073

 BEDDING

 ROOMMATE WANTED

Roommate Wanted 
to Share House 
in Glen Burnie

Rent either the basement or 2nd 
fl BR. Full use of house and large 
patio to enjoy the cool nights. Min. 
away from Ritchie Hgwy. and 695. 
15 min. from Baltimore. $850.00 
/month + utilities. Call Cindy 410-
612-4066 or E-Mail cindyloukuz15 
@yahoo.com. Available. Sept. 1st.

R O O M M A T E
Discreet GWM to share 
expenses in the Dundalk 

area. $600 includes 
utilities. Call Rick  
443-216-7763.

Background check verified.
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