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land, Burns told the Baltimore Sun, “It’s tak-
en a big chunk out of my belief in what is 
right. If we keep going the way we’re going, 
we’re going to end up on a slippery slope that 
we’ll never get out of.” 

Burns was a persistent opponent in the 
bill’s passage, which was ultimately signed 
into law by Governor Martin O’Malley in 
March of 2012. During the campaign later 
that year to overturn the law by referendum, 
Burns was a powerful leader in that move-
ment.

He made national news in September 
2012 when he tried to get the Baltimore Ra-
vens to prevent linebacker Brendon Ayan-
badejo, a fervent proponent of marriage 
equality, from speaking out on the matter. 

Anti-Gay Delegate Retires

By Steve Charing
Longtime anti-gay state delegate Emmett C. 
Burns, Jr., announced on July 8 he will not 
seek re-election in 2014. Burns, 72, had rep-
resented his Baltimore County district in the 
House of Delegates since 1995, and some 
of have speculated that his decision was a 
result of redistricting whereby he could lose a 
re-election bid. He explained, however, “The 
legislature has become too liberal for me. I 
don’t need the headache anymore.”

Indeed, following the passage of the bill 
that legalized same-sex marriage in Mary-

By Steve Charing
The 32nd annual Baltimore Playwrights 
Festival started off on the right foot with 
Rich Espey’s The Rainbow Plays, currently 
running at the Fells Point Corner Theatre. 
Mr. Espey, a Baltimore-area resident, is a 
three-time winner of the Carol Weinberg 
Award for best play at the Baltimore Play-
wrights Festival for Fifty-Fifty, Hope’s Ar-
bor, and Following Sarah.

The Rainbow Plays – under the strong 
direction of Lisa Davidson who is making 
her Baltimore directing debut – presents 
six distinct mini-plays, each about ten 
minutes long and representing different 
themes suggested by the rainbow flag. A 
seventh play attempts to sum it all up with 
a humorous, clever, rap-dominated perfor-
mance. As with the eponymous flag, The 
Rainbow Plays consist of a tapestry of dis-
crete stories, with the only common thread 
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woven throughout is that they are gay- or 
lesbian-related.

The rainbow flag, which originally had 
eight colors and now contains six, was de-
signed by the artist Gilbert Baker in 1978 
as a positive alternative to the pink triangle 
used by the Nazis to identify homosexu-
als. Some theorize he was inspired by the 
death of Judy Garland of “Over the Rain-
bow” fame – an iconic gay anthem – which 
occurred just a few days before the Stone-
wall uprisings in June 1969. Mr. Baker 
recently told a Chicago television station: 
“The rainbow came to mind almost instant-
ly as an obvious expression of diversity 
and acceptance.”

Regardless of its origin, the current 
version consists of six horizontal stripes, 
each of which was assigned a symbolic 
meaning by Mr. Baker: red (life), orange 

Delegate emmett C. Burns, Jr. credit: Catonsville Patch

‘Rainbow’ Themes on Display
Fells Point Corner Theatre
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fornia and Maryland are now states where 
its married couples can revamp their finan-
cial plans because of this new federal rec-
ognition. However, my home state Nevada, 
like most states, is not so fortunate.

Nevada was one of the first states, in 
the conservative push against the LGBTQ 
community beginning in the Bush era, to 
have marriage defined as being between 
one man and one woman inserted into its 
Constitution by passage of two public ref-
erendums. Question 2 passed in 2000 and 
again in 2002 (by a margin of 67% to 33%). 
The state’s LGBTQ community was unable 
to secure any effective support, either fi-
nancially or by endorsement, from the po-
litical powers of the time. The community 
withdrew and licked its wounds. 

We came out for Pride and National 
Coming Out Day. We needed to, just to 
get through the rest of the year and to off-
set the everyday negative messaging we 
received from the mainstream community 
that surrounded us. There was something 
magical about congregating with other LG-
BTQ people in great numbers. It was life 
affirming. 

After California’s Proposition 8, we 
were outraged and held a rally in Las Ve-
gas where over 2000 people attended. We 
received national press with Wanda Sykes 
coming out on our rally stage! We were an-
gry and we were tired of our own compla-

By DeniSe r. DUarte
If you are LGBTQ, you will likely remember 
where you were when the Supreme Court 
decision overturning portions of DOMA 
was announced. 

We were on vacation in California. We 
drove the two hours and 45 minutes to 
San Francisco to attend the DOMA Deci-
sion Rally that night in the famed Castro 
District. 

The crowd grew to cover the street 
for several blocks starting at Castro and 
Market. Cleve Jones, the visionary who 
founded the AIDS Quilt, one of the larg-
est community arts projects in U.S. history 
and Kate Kendell, the Executive Director 
for the National Center for Lesbian Rights, 
spoke along with other notable California 
and national LGBTQ leaders. 

California could celebrate. But this vic-
tory is incomplete, as Cleve Jones remind-
ed the crowd. There are many states that 
will not have marriage equality after all the 
celebrations’ confetti is swept away. There 
are also other issues, such as a fully in-
clusive ENDA, gender identity and expres-
sion protections (especially in Maryland). 
My fear that many in our community would 
revert to complacency grew as I looked 
at the joyous faces surrounding me in the 
crowd with their victory signs.

I pondered the state of equality on the 
states I have called home in my life. Cali-

cency. It was time to 
make a stand. 

Stand OUT for 
Equality was born, the advocacy arm of 
The Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
of Southern Nevada, which I would later 
Chair. The magic that day could be physi-
cally felt...it was in the air. We were sud-
denly empowered. I volunteered to lead 
the legislative charge and founded Equal-
ity Days, the first officially recognized day 
at the Nevada Legislature for the LGBTQ 
community. 

My small, but committed group of vol-
unteers was able to secure in two months 
the co-sponsorship of 36 organizations 
and raised enough money to provide over 
a dozen scholarships to attend the Legisla-
ture in Carson City. We made a significant 
presence at Equality Days, which helped 
Senator David Parks (D) pass his Domes-
tic Partnership bill and secure enough 
votes to override the Governor’s veto. 

Nevada’s Domestic Partnership law 
provides all the state rights, protections 
and responsibilities as marriage, with only 
one exception, insurance coverage. Wil-
liam Shakespeare may have defined truth 
when he penned “What’s in a name? that 
which we call a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet...” but legally, a 
name and its definition may have the same 
scent, but it is not equal. The name which 
defines these relationships in Nevada and 
many other states makes all the difference.

Nevada’s Legislature recently passed 
Senate Joint Resolution 13 (SJ13), which 
would repeal the 2002 amendment, by 
putting the question of marriage equality 
to the voters in 2016 – if SJ13 passes in 
the legislature again in 2015. There is also 
a court case, Sevcik v. Sandoval, in the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals with another 
case from Hawaii that specifically would 
address DOMA in all states. However, 
these cases move slowly and may or may 
not be effectively decided prior to the pos-
sible Nevada legislative outcome (which 
would only impact Nevada).

At the end of the day, we have an in-
complete victory for marriage equality in 
the United States. In fact, I posit that the 
recent Supreme Court decisions actually 
create more marriage inequality than we 
had before. Let us use this as an argument 
for full repeal of DOMA.

I write this from one city by the bay – 
San Francisco – to another... Baltimore. 
Celebrate, rejoice, and register at your fa-
vorite store for your upcoming nuptials. But 
after your honeymoon, get back to work for 
equality! t

Celebrating the Supreme Court decisions in San Francisco
credit: Denise R. Duarte

...With love
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But new support for ENDA also came 
from Republicans on the panel: Hatch and 
Murkowksi. The Alaska senator is the third 
sitting Republican U.S. senator to come 
out in favor of marriage equality.

It was the first markup of 
ENDA in the Senate since 
2002 and the first-time ever 
a committee in either cham-
ber of Congress approved a 
version of ENDA that protects 
not only gay, lesbian and bi-
sexual people from work-
place discrimination, but also 
transgender people.

Transgender inclusion in 
ENDA has been a sensitive 
issue in the LGBT commu-
nity. In 2007, gay former Rep. 

Barney Frank (D-Mass.) removed ENDA’s 
gender identity provisions before holding a 
House vote on the bill because he said the 
votes were lacking to pass the legislation 
with those protections on the House floor. 
The decision led to outcry and ENDA ad-
vanced no further even though Democrats 
controlled both chambers of Congress. t

By ChriS JOhnSOn
Washington Blade
A Senate committee made history on July 
10 by approving for the first-time ever a 
trans-inclusive version of the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act and 
picking key Republican sup-
port from Sens. Orrin Hatch 
(R-Utah) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-Alaska).

Lawmakers on the Sen-
ate Health, Education, Labor & 
Pensions Committee reported 
out ENDA by a 15-7 vote after 
a short period of discussion. 
No amendments were offered 
except for a manager’s amend-
ment, although Sen. Lamar 
Alexander (R-Tenn.) said he’ll 
reserve three that he planned for consider-
ation on the Senate floor.

All 12 Democrats on the committee, 
including lesbian Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-
Wis.), are co-sponsor of the bill as well as 
one Republican, Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.). 
They each voted in favor of ENDA during 
the final vote.

enDa co-sponsor 
tammy Baldwin 
(D-wis.)

Senate Panel Advances Trans-inclusive ENDA

“I find it inconceivable that one of your 
players, Mr. Brendon Ayanbadejo would 
publicly endorse same-sex marriage, spe-
cifically as a Raven Football player, “Burns 
wrote in his letter. “Many of my constituents 
and your football supporters are appalled 
and aghast that a member of the Ravens 
football team would step into this controver-
sial divide and try to sway public opinion one 
way or the other.” 

The Ravens refused his request stating 
that Ayanbadejo had the right to express 
himself. “We support Brendon’s right to free-
dom of speech under the First Amendment,” 
team president Dick Cass said. Burns was 
later disciplined by the House of Delegates 
for using official letterhead in his request to 
the team’s owner Steve Bisciotti. Burns later 
acknowledged that Ayanbadejo had a right 
to his opinion.

Following that action by the House, Burns 
said, “I am unalterably opposed to same-sex 
marriage, and I have been very aggressive 
in my opposition to same-sex marriage.”  
Similar to his colleague Delegate Donald H 
Dwyer, Jr. (Anne Arundel), Burns character-

ized his tenure in the House by not only his 
stance against same-sex marriage but gay 
rights in general. He had opposed any leg-
islation that prevented discrimination against 
LGBT students or gay employees on the job.

He bristles when the battle to achieve 
LGBT rights is compared to civil rights. In 
2007, Burns, a pastor of Rising Sun First 
Baptist Church in Woodlawn and a civil 
rights activist for many years, said, “I get re-
ally bent out of shape when you talk about 
gay and lesbian rights as a civil rights issue. 
Whites can hide their gayness; I cannot hide 
my blackness.” 

But Burns has been mostly a steadfast 
opponent of marriage equality ever since 
he took office. Back in 1996 when Maryland 
was considering benefits for gay and lesbian 
couples, Burns said in an interview, “I’m not 
homophobic. I have no animosity toward 
them. I would say go forward and make love 
– in private. But don’t go down to the court-
house and ask for a license for public ap-
proval of your relationship.” 

At the time he took office, most of the 
voters agreed with his position. Over the 
years, other elected officials and the gen-
eral public shifted their views. Emmett 
Burns, however, remained intractable. 
Dan Furmansky, who had been executive 
director of Equality Maryland from 2003 to 
2008 and spearheaded the nascent move-
ment to achieve marriage equality in the 
state, did not mince words. Upon learn-
ing of Burns’ retirement, he told Baltimore 
ouTloud, “Del. Burns long represented one 
of the loudest, most vicious voices of intol-
erance in the Maryland General Assembly, 
going so far as to tell the Washington Post 
that he couldn’t stand the thought of a gay 
couple moving next door and having their 
children play with his children. For many in 
our community, his words have been like 
poison seeping into our veins. His retirement 
is a cause for celebration, and also a time for 
vigilance to ensure no one dons his bigot’s 
cloak and takes his place.” t
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Texans see gay 
brain drain due to 
fed marriage win

Dallas, texas – In the wake of two historic 
victories for same-sex marriage at the U.S. 
Supreme Court, national attention has re-
turned to the growing divide among states 
on LGBT equality. Although same-sex 
couples legally married in other states may 
receive some federal benefits if they live in 
Texas, they won’t receive as many federal 
benefits as couples living in marriage-equal-
ity states. And because it could be anywhere 
from a few years to a decade or more be-
fore Texas recognizes same-sex marriages, 
some experts believe the talent pool for em-
ployers will shrink as LGBT Texans leave the 
state and others opt against relocating here.

Bob Witeck, president of the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based LGBT marketing company 
Witeck Communications, first analyzed the 
concept of “gay brain drain” in 2004 when 
Massachusetts began allowing same-sex 
marriage. Now, 13 states allow same-sex 
marriage, covering a third of the nation’s 
population, and the playing field has put 
marriage-equality states ahead. Places with 

stem cells from a donor with a rare genetic 
mutation, known as CCR5 delta 32, which 
renders people virtually resistant to HIV, 
but the two Boston patients received cells 
without this mutation. Dr. Michael Brady, 
the medical director of the Terrence Hig-
gins Trust, a British nonprofit that funds 
HIV/AIDS research, said the reported re-
sults suggest avenues for further research 
rather than a feasible method to cure HIV. 
“A bone marrow transplant is a complex 
and expensive procedure, which comes 
with significant risks. For most people with 
HIV, it would be more dangerous to un-
dergo a transplant than to continue man-
aging the virus with daily medication. “So 
while this is by no means a workable cure, 
it does give researchers another signpost 
in the direction of one.” (Seattle Gay News 
– mike Andrew at Sgn.org)

ers who marched down Fifth Avenue 44 
years after the city’s first pride march. A 
color guard, a cadre of gay police officers 
and longtime couples all took part in the 
procession on a route where a rainbow 
of balloons arched overhead. Half of one 
couple carried a sign reading “Just Married 
Today” while the other tossed flowers into 
the crowd.

Longtime LGBT activist Cathy Ren-
na said Windsor’s suit and the Supreme 
Court’s favorable ruling in a challenge to 
Proposition 8, the California gay marriage 
ban, made this year’s celebration special. 
“It is an especially thrilling year to march 
this year,” she said. “I have seen more real 
progress in the past three years than the 
nearly two decades of activism before it.” 
But, she added, “we must remain vigilant; 
hate crimes, discrimination and family re-
jection loom in our lives still.” A spate of 
recent hate crimes in New York provide a 
stark reminder of work left to be done. In 
one case last month, police said a gun-
man used homophobic slurs before firing 
a fatal shot into a man’s face on a Manhat-
tan street alive with a weekend midnight 
crowd. The city’s police commissioner 
called it an anti-gay hate crime. (Bay Win-
dows and The Associated Press – Verena 
dobnik at Baywindows.com)

Two more men 
maybe HIV free 
after stem cell 
transplants

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Doctors in 
Boston are reporting that two men have 
been cured of their HIV infections after re-
ceiving stem-cell transplants for unrelated 
cancers. The cures apparently replicate that 
of Timothy Ray Brown, the ‘Berlin Patient,’ 
who was cured after a similar procedure in 
2 0 0 7 . Speaking to the International 

AIDS Conference in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, Dr. Timo-
thy Henrich of Harvard Medi-
cal School and Brigham and 

Women’s Hospi-
tal in Boston, 
said that the 
two patients 
are no longer 

taking HIV 
medications. One patient has been off his 
meds for 15 weeks, and the other for seven 
weeks, Henrich said. The two are said to 
have lived with HIV for some 30 years. 

“We have not demonstrated cure – 
we’re going to need longer follow-up,” 
Henrich told BBC News. 

“What we can say is if the virus does 
stay away for a year or even two years 
after we stopped the treatment, that the 
chances of the virus rebounding are going 
to be extremely low. It’s much too early at 
this point to use the C-word [cure].” Hen-
rich cautioned that the virus could be still 
be hiding inside brain tissue or the gastro-
intestinal tract. 

The stem cells the two received were 
apparently ordinary and did not have the 
genetic resistance to HIV that the cells 
used on Brown had. Brown’s doctor used 

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyOnD the BeLtway

edith windsor

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

marriage equality like New York, Washing-
ton, D.C. and California that also have a 
lot of talent compete with states like Texas 
and Illinois for employees and companies to 
boost state revenue. But unlike Illinois, which 
is in line to have marriage equality, Witeck 

said Texas is 
lagging behind 
strong busi-
ness states 
because of its 
focus on so-
cial issues. 
“They’re going 
to be reluctant 

to move to a state where their family isn’t 
recognized under the law,” Witeck said of 
LGBT employees, adding that others will 
move away. 

Gov. Rick Perry has become known 
for his business recruiting trips to blue 
states, touting Texas’ low regulations and 
taxes, but some say the effectiveness of 
those trips has been overshadowed by his 
anti-gay, anti-women political views. Wi-
teck said GOP politicians in Texas haven’t 
caught up to conservative business lead-
ers – many of them also Republicans – 
who value the economic opportunity from 
LGBT equality and same-sex marriage. A 
November study by the Williams Institute, 
a prominent LGBT think tank at UCLA, es-
timated that Texas would generate $182.5 
million in revenue in the first three years if 
it legalized same-sex marriage. The esti-
mate was based on 2010 Census data for 
same-sex couples who live together if 50 
percent married. t (dallas Voice – Anna 
Waugh at dallasvoice.com)

Victor in DOMA 
cases leads New 
York gay pride 
parade

new york, new york – Only days af-
ter the Supreme Court used her lawsuit 
to grant same-sex couples federal mar-
riage benefits, Edith Windsor helped lead 
New York City’s Gay Pride march on Sun-
day June 29. Signs along the route read, 
“Thank you, Edie’ – celebrating Windsor 
for her successful challenge of a provision 
of the Defense of Marriage Act that defined 
marriage as between a man and a woman. 
“If somebody had told me 50 years ago 
that I would be the marshal of New York 
City’s gay pride parade in 2013, at the age 
of 84, I wouldn’t have believed it.” Windsor 
said she long enjoyed the parade with her 
late wife, Thea Spyer, whom she married 
in Canada as Spyer was dying in 2007.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg joined hun-
dreds of bikers whose motorcycles roared 
to life at noon to kick off the celebration, 
a colorful cavalcade of activists and oth-

Next day of action:
July 27
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music interpretation, whose contribution of 
sign language interpretation enabled the 
substantial Maryland LGBT deaf communi-
ty to enjoy this year’s event; Silent Witness 
Peacekeepers of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
whose counsel during the planning process 
and on-site support during the event helped 
Frederick Pride address a potential threat 
of protests that had been indicated in the 
months prior; and the Frederick County 
Health Department, which not only tabled 
and provided free HIV testing and preven-
tive health services to community members 
but also assisted with attendee medical is-
sues that occurred during the day.”

Speaker, entertainment, and fundrais-
ing committee lead Kris Fair noted, “An 
event like Pride speaks to the growth and 
resilience of the LGBTQ culture. From our 
speakers and entertainers to our sponsors 

and supporters, Frederick Pride 
highlighted the best of Frederick 

County. This has been a learn-
ing experience for all of us and 
I cannot be more proud to be 
part of our LGBTQ commu-
nity.”

The Frederick Center 
Board Chair Brian Walker 

stated, “Pride is a one-day event that brings 
the local community together to celebrate. 
It serves as a cornerstone of the many 
educational, supportive, and community-
building services The Frederick Center 
continues to add. Tripling in size is an im-
pressive feat and shows just how much of 
an underserved population exists in central 
Maryland. The number of entire families 
participating is amazing.”

The Frederick Center was founded in 
2012 with the vision of being the leading 
organization for LGBTQ resources and ad-
vocacy in central Maryland. t

For more info: TheFrederickcenter.org 
or email thefrederickcenter@gmail.com.
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The Frederick Center, the main LGBT re-
source and advocacy group in central 
Maryland, held the second annual Fred-
erick Pride on Saturday, June 29, in the 
town’s Utica Park. 

Close to 1,000 people attended this 
year’s event from across a four-state re-
gion, more than three times as many as last 
year’s. Complementing the attendees were 
nearly 40 business and non-profit tables, in-
cluding churches and food vendors. Spon-
sors included The Lodge of Boonsboro, for 
the pavilion; The Club of Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, for the stage; with Baltimore ouT-
loud as media sponsor. Over 60 organiza-
tions and people contributed in-kind items 
or made financial donations. 

Nationally-known comic and LGBT 
activist Sampson McCormick emceed 
the day’s program, which featured a DJ, 
awards to Frederick Center Youth Activ-
ity winners, music set by country 
western singer Michael Ratliff, a 
pie-eating contest, and drag per-
formances. 

Speakers included the Rev, 
Miller Hoffman of the Open 
Door MCC Church in Boyds, 
Maryland, on the City of Fred-
erick Proclamation honoring June as Pride 
month; State of Maryland Senator Ron 
Young; State of Maryland Representative 
Galen Clagett, who also presented a state 
proclamation honoring Frederick Pride; and 
State of Maryland Representative Heather 
Mizeur. 

“We are grateful to the many people 
and organizations who contributed to the 
success of this year’s Pride,” stated event 
coordinator Peter Brehm. “The volunteers 
and lead sponsors – The Lodge and The 
Club – were instrumental in helping it all 
come together. Three lesser-known but key 
contributors were: Interp-Mezzo, a local 
LGBT owned firm specializing in stage and 

Nearly 1,000 Attend Frederick Pride
 newS // LOCAL

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive



6 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    JULY 12, 2013  •  BAlTimoReouTloud.com

Media 

Sponsor

“Equality Pennsylvania is committed 
to advancing fairness and freedom on all 
fronts – from the courtroom to city hall 
to the capitol. While securing marriage 
for all loving couples is a top priority, our 
first goal is still passing a statewide law to 
protect LGBT people from discrimination,” 
said Martin.

Right now, it’s legal in Pennsylvania to 
fire someone, deny them a mortgage, or 
refuse them a hotel room because they are 
gay or transgender. Legislation that would 
make such discrimination illegal will be 
considered this year by State House and 
State Senate, and the bills have already 
garnered the support of more than 100 co-
sponsors.

“No one should have to worry about 
losing their job, their home, or their secu-
rity simply because of who they are or who 
they love,” said Martin. “At Equality Penn-
sylvania, our foremost priority is to protect 
LGBT people from the discrimination that 
we know is far too common in our commu-
nities. Everyone deserves equal protection 
under the law.” t

 newS // LOCAL

On July 9, the ACLU of Pennsylvania filed 
Whitewood v. corbett, a legal complaint 
challenging the constitutionality of the com-
monwealth’s law excluding gay couples from 
marriage. Equality Pennsylvania, the state’s 
leading advocacy organization for LGBT 
Pennsylvanians, is partnering with the ACLU 
in the campaign to win the freedom to marry 
for all families in the Keystone State. 

“All loving couples should be able to 
share in the freedom to marry,” said Ted 
Martin, executive director of Equality 
Pennsylvania. “This lawsuit is a critical 
step toward ending marriage discrimina-
tion against committed gay couples in 
the commonwealth. We’re honored to be 
working with our friends at the ACLU on 
this important case, and we look forward to 
educating the community about why mar-
riage matters to all Pennsylvania families.”

This historic case to win marriage for 
gay couples is one effort among many to 
advance equality in Pennsylvania. Equal-
ity Pennsylvania is working to ensure that 
LGBT people have the freedom, respect, 
and dignity they deserve in all aspects of life. 

Marriage Lawsuit Filed in Pennsylvania 

 newS FrOM the KeyStOne State
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Court. Justice Anthony Kennedy, who had 
written the majority opinion in lawrence v. 
Texas exactly ten years before that ruling 
de-criminalized sodomy, was considered 
the “swing” vote. But many viewed him as 
unpredictable based on his stated concern 
during the oral arguments phase last March 
about venturing into “unchartered waters.”

Nevertheless, as was the case with the 
Apollo mission, SCOTUS defied the odds 
and doubts and came through when few 
imagined it possible say, four years ago. 
And because of the now favorable possi-
bilities, this was indeed one giant leap for 
equality and the beginning of a new fron-
tier.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE, I want to wish 
Gay life’s editor Maggie Beetz the best of 
luck on her new position in the marketing 
department of Center Stage. Maggie had 
been an excellent editor and a good friend 
since she began her duties with the pub-
lication. We traded war stories and a few 
laughs over lunches and bounced ideas off 
of each other in an effort to bring our com-
munity together. She will be missed at Gay 
life but vows to be active in our commu-
nity. Dan McEvily, a very good writer, will 
succeed Maggie, and I wish him the very 
best. t

Emboldened by the SCOTUS rulings 
especially on DOMA and a surge in pub-
lic support for marriage equality in recent 
years, advocates in several states are 
seeking to overturn existing bans to same-
sex marriage via their legislatures or at the 
ballot box. Furthermore, it is almost guaran-
teed that there will be a wave in lawsuits in 
the non-equality states based on violation 
of the equal protection clause and the prec-
edent established in the SCOTUS majority 
opinion. 

Going into the last week of the Pride 
month of June, many folks were optimistic 
even hopeful about the Court’s rulings but 
cautious considering the make-up of the 

The incredibly historic rulings by the U.S. 
Supreme Court (SCOTUS) on marriage 
equality remind me of another improbable 
feat. As Neil Armstrong said upon setting 
foot on the lunar surface, “One small step 
for [a] man; one giant leap for mankind.” 
Before the 1960’s nobody thought we could 
land a man on the moon but we did on July 
20, 1969. We are now approaching the 44th 
anniversary of that astounding occasion. 

The SCOTUS decisions similarly could 
not have been predicted just a few years 
ago given what the Court has wrought 
over the years including Bush v. Gore, Citi-
zens United, and just the day before the 
marriage rulings were 
handed down, the lam-
entable decision on the 
Voting Rights Act. 

I always thought that 
the 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act or DOMA 
would collapse under 
litigation based on the 
equal protection clause 
of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. And some lower 
courts saw it the same 
way. Yet, with the high 
court’s conservative tilt 
and conservative chief 
justice, it seemed like the time was not 
quite right to make bold progressive rulings 
in arguably the most significant civil rights 
issue in decades.

Bold they weren’t in the case of Propo-
sition 8 in California. Rather than ruling that 
same-sex couples everywhere in the U.S. 
have the fundamental right to marry, the 
Court punted. The case went back to the 
lower court because those who appealed 
that decision to strike down Prop 8 lacked 
the legal standing. This meant that same-
sex couples in California regained their 
right to marry. 

As for Section 3 of DOMA, SCOTUS 
decided by a vote of 5-4 that the federal 
government must recognize the lawful nup-
tials of same-sex couples, thus conferring 
over 1,100 rights, benefits and responsibili-

ties. That decision applies only 
to the 13 states (including Cal-
ifornia) and D.C. where such 
marriages are valid. 

President Obama, arguing 
that DOMA was unconstitu-
tional, refused to defend it in 
court and later filed a brief that 
attacked DOMA on the merits. 
The administration is currently 
taking steps to broaden the 
benefits of the SCOTUS rul-
ing by moving swiftly to revise 
regulations so that same-sex 
couples in states where mar-
riage equality does not exist, can tie the 
knot in any of the other 14 jurisdictions and 
receive federal benefits and protections. 

Moreover, the entire DOMA could even-
tually be scuttled as Senator Diane Fein-
stein (D-CA) immediately re-introduced 
the Respect for Marriage Act in the upper 
chamber. It would repeal DOMA and re-
quire the U.S. federal government to rec-
ognize the validity of same-sex marriages 
regardless of what state the couple lives in. 
The number of co-sponsors has increased 
sharply from 17 just two years ago to 40 
presently.

An identical bill was introduced into the 
House by Rep. Jerrold Nadler, (D-NY) with 

the support of 160 co-
sponsors, including at 
least two Republicans. 
Alas, this measure will 
not advance soon as the 
tea party caucus con-
tinues to dominate the 
GOP-controlled House, 
and they are not ready to 
drop DOMA.

The Republicans 
can’t help themselves. 
All that post-election talk 
about “expanding their 
tent” evaporated into thin 
air and not just in terms 

of their attitudes towards women and immi-
gration reform. They continue to maintain 
an anti-gay posture and seem to be stuck 
in that mire while the rest of the country is 
moving forward. House Speaker Boehner 
and others denounced the SCOTUS de-
cisions proving that the GOP is still en-
meshed in and controlled by base politics. 

While the SCOTUS rulings do not have 
wide applications, what did come down jus-
tified the celebrations. For one thing, the 
Court could have gone the other route and 
upheld Prop 8 and DOMA. That would have 
been a significant setback for marriage 
equality advocates, and positive change 
would be perhaps a generation away. But 
this Court, albeit narrowly, handed down 
decisions that should pave the way for fa-
vorable outcomes in the near future.

One Giant Leap 
for Equality

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

 “With the 
high court’s 

conservative tilt, 
it seemed like the 
time was not quite 

right to make 
bold progressive 

rulings.”

the historic rulings on marriage equality are akin to our 
landing on the moon
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Pride events tend to be a mixed bag for trans 
folk. I dare say that even though we gener-
ally are welcome “it is not our party.” Even 
though many of us may self-identify as LGB 
many in the LGB crowd have us pre-labeled 
with the “T”. Sometimes that “T” fits comfort-
ably and others not so much. 

For me the reality is over the last few 
years I find I occasionally want to be at arm’s 
length from some events and people. There 
are aspects of Pride that have al-
ways made me uncomfortable. 
I’ve never attended or participat-
ed in a Pride parade despite hav-
ing probably been in nearly 100 
parades in my youth (I was a 
self-identified marching “band 
fag”). And you would likely 
not find me within a tactical 
nuke of a high-heel race. 
And I do not participate in or 
watch drag, period. Never 
have, never will.

Recently there was a 
dust-up online about the 
folks that run the BET awards 
asking their host B. Scott not to wear heels 
and makeup during the awards. I would 
have thought they should have known about 
Scott in advance. Scott, who identifies as 
a gay male, regularly appears in public “en 
femme”. What surprised and irked some 
was the headline on the matter which read 
“Trans Media Maven B. Scott…” (Tinyurl.
com/ms5m9n3). 

In recent years the term transgender 
has been morphed to trans or trans* as a 
way of pleasing those who do not identify 
as transgender. I know that just sounded 
oxymoronic to some of you but many who 
identify as “transsexual” are not comfortable 
being lumped under the transgender “um-
brella”. So asking B. Scott to “represent” for 
persons like me is problematic. Is he trans-
gender? Indeed, by the accepted definition 
he is. Do I want him, or Ru Paul, as a role 
model and person whom others equate with 
me and who I am? No. No more than I want 
any other gay man to do so.

My dear friend Diego Sanchez, fellow 
trans person and former staffer for Rep. 
Barney Frank, shared the following wisdom 
with me: “While transgender is an umbrella 

term used to describe an extensive variety 
of people, I believe you will find that many 
transsexuals prefer to be out in the rain rath-
er than under the umbrella.”

You see that umbrella covers drag queens 
/ kings, crossdressers, transsexual, and many 
other gender-variant people. Not all are happy 
living under that framework. transsexuals in 
particular have issues with such things. Let’s 
presume the following: You are a male-as-
signed person who identifies as female. You 
may have gone to some effort to effect that 
change be it medication, hair removal, and/
or possibly various surgeries. You have likely 
changed your name, your documentation, and 
your general appearance to get to a place of 
comfort. You may have a partner or spouse 
who also sees you as a woman, regardless of 
your orientation. You live life as a woman. So, 
are you still transgender, or just a woman? I 
would say argu- ably you might not 

be trans anymore. 
Congratulations you 
are “cured”.

Many trans folk 
who get to that place 

would rather stand in 
the rain than under the 
umbrella – the rain be-

ing the world outside the 
“T” or even the LGBT 

community. What is 
interesting is the 
schism that re-

sults from that 
mindset. Some 
trans persons go 

“stealth,” blending 
into the woodwork and living lives where they 
have little interaction with other “Ts”. And the 
“why” is confusing to many. The problem: 
public perception. You see the media and 
many in the LGB universe, tend to go for the 
extremes, and this is the perception of what 
transgender means in homophobic America. 
Not those of us who live in the mainstream 
world. Those “part-time” persons create a 
distorted set of assumptions about the rest 
of us.

Why does this stuff rub some many 
transsexual persons so wrong? Partly be-
cause for those of us who identify as such 
you will find that on Monday morning going 
to work or school we will look, act, and be 
attired as the same person we were on Sat-
urday night. And when you are one of the 
other categories you have the option to fall 
back to your “regular” gay, straight, and/or 
gender conforming persona and that cultural 
safety net, no matter how small, is still there 
for you. For those who have transitioned not 
so much. Who and what you are is ever-
present, often even with a casual glance by 
others whether or not you have an umbrella 
overhead. Oh look, it’s raining again. t

Out in the Rain

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett
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thinKing OUtLOUD

By niCOLe BettiS
“if you’re attracted to women that dress 

like men, why don’t you just date men?”
Almost every time I get involved in a conver-
sation discussing the details of my sexual ori-
entation with the typical straight person, this 
question arises, “If you’re attracted to women 
that dress like men, why don’t you just date 
men?” I don’t even think the people asking re-
alize just how painfully, indecorous and igno-
rant that question re-
ally is; it’s like asking 
an orthodox Muslim, 
“Hey, if Allah isn’t an-
swering your prayers 
fast enough, why 
don’t you just ask 
Jesus?” (Don’t feel 
bad, I smirked too.) 
It’s almost as if the 
people asking are 
wearing blindfolds, 
completely incapable 
of seeing the obvious 
differences between 
two incredibly, con-
trary entities. Let me 
make it a bit clearer.

I’m attracted to the natural femininity that 
a women possesses, which may or may not 
be apparent to the rest of society. It’s in her 
touch, her smile, hey eyes, her scent… her 
essence. Whether she has on high-heals or 
tennis shoes, she exudes feminine energy. 
I’m also attracted to her mindset. She hasn’t 
accepted the idea that displaying emotion is 
a sign of weakness or that a woman’s place 
is in the kitchen, or any other number of our 
culture’s bizarre, sexist notions. 

There are no gender roles to fulfill and no 
“places” to be kept. We are both free to be 
ourselves with each other and not who soci-
ety says we should be. Additionally, she has 
the inherent ability to empathize with my ob-
jective pain (pregnancy, child birth, menstrual 

cramps, body image issues etc.); therefore, 
any internal discomfort that I feel doesn’t go 
unnoticed or get minimized. It’s priceless. 

Not to mention, if straight women can 
have preferences, lesbians can too! Some 
straight women may like clean-cut men – the 
ones with little or no facial hair, short haircuts, 
and manicured hands – while others may 
lean more towards the rough type with the 
beard, long hair, and tattoos, etc. 

Likewise, some 
lesbians go crazy 
for a tall, brunette, 
dressed in a mini-skirt 
and stilettos, with a lit-
tle bit of Mac lip gloss 
on, and others (like 
myself) love a wom-
an with dreads, in a 
polo cardigan, jeans 
and tennis shoes. 
It’s what I like, my 
preference. The point 
is whatever a man 
chooses to wear, he 
is still a man, and 
underneath the box-
ers and beater or the 

fitted hat and button-up that she chooses to 
wear, she is still a soft, beautiful, woman.

However, because not everyone who 
asks the question previously mentioned is to-
tally oblivious – some are well informed actu-
ally – it is my opinion that those people simply 
use that question to indirectly say that there 
is no reason to settle for a simulated version 
of what you want when you could have the 
real thing. 

To this my response is simple: if all it 
takes is for a woman to change her clothes 
in order to emulate a man, and in order for 
a man to imitate a woman he would have to 
change his mind, his clothes and his heart, 
maybe lesbians aren’t the women dealing 
with the replicas. t

Blue Roses – When Gendercrossing is the Spark
By MarK SegaL 
Each year when I march in the New York 
Gay Pride parade – and that has be-
come somewhat rare – I always say at 
the end, “Think this just might be my last 
one.” I said that four years ago, but there 
we were this past Sunday once again. 

But for us, it was somewhat special. 
You see, the group that I marched with 
are the ones who created that march. 
It was our vision. Actually, Gay Pride 
was our idea, and this year we celebrat-
ed creating that march 44 years ago. 
We used the march as an excuse to have 
a Gay Liberation Front reunion the night 
before. Very few know LGBT history, but 
GLF NY 1969-71 literally was the founda-
tion that what we have today was built on.  
There were homophile activists before us, 
but their agenda was equality for homo-
sexuals. They wanted nondiscrimination. 
But GLF, which was created out of Stone-
wall, with many of us partaking in that 
monumental event itself, saw something 
different, and here is where we changed 
the world. 

Overstatement? I don’t think so, since 
we believed not just in simple equality, but 
in an actual gay and lesbian community. 
In that first year, we created the first or-
ganization to help solve problems of gay 
youth. We created the world’s first gay 
community center. We issued heath alerts, 
created community-wide media, issued 
the first gay history book, dealt with sex-
ism and racism in our community and, way 
back in 1969, we even had a transgender 

arm, called Street Transvestite Action Rev-
olutionaries. We were LGBT people taking 
care of our own, and we did all of it openly. 
That might sound strange to you, but in 
1969, the Mattachine Society, a homo-
phile organization, would not allow anyone 
under 18 into their offices, afraid that the 

police would raid them. We organized our 
youth, welcomed them to our meetings, set 
up a suicide hot line, a speakers bureau 
that went to schools, and, when the Village 
Voice would not publish the word “gay,” we 
marched on them. 

The laws were wrong, we were not! 
We wanted to celebrate Stone-
wall and our achievements in June 
1970. So we organized what today 
is known as the Gay Pride parade. 
Well, the reality is that doing so 44 years 
ago means that many of us are getting up in 
years. While about 40 came to the Saturday 
night reunion, only about 14 of us marched. 
The crowd roared when they saw these 
14 old women and men marching with a 
simple banner that read “Original March-
ers June 28, 1970.” When we arrived on 
Christopher Street, the hub of GLF orga-
nizing 44 years ago, it was our street. As 
we made our way down, the crowd went 
wild, and then something very touching: 
The police officer in charge of that area 
came over to our contingent with his offi-
cers in toe, stopped, took his cap off and 
bowed before us, followed by his officers. 
The crowed erupted... 44 years ago, these 
were the guys who were fighting us at 
Stonewall. t

Back to Christopher Street

“‘If you’re attracted to 
women that dress like 

men, why don’t you just 
date men?’ – It’s like 
asking an orthodox 

Muslim, ‘Hey, if Allah 
isn’t answering your 

prayers fast enough, why 
don’t you just ask Jesus?’”

new york City gay Pride parade
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Second of a two-part series.
For those of you who may have missed 
or even (gasp!) forgotten Part 1, here’s a 
summary from the previous issue of ouT-
loud. 

Q: What is a mixed orientation mar-
riage? 

a: A marriage that is externally rep-
resented as heterosexual in which one 
spouse is homosexual (closeted) and the 
other, heterosexual.

MOMs are marginalized by the hetero 
and non-hetero communities, neither of 
which embraces them, partly due to the 
mistaken belief that they aren’t particularly 
common. Although it is hard to track them 

in hard numbers (the most recent census 
failed to ask), there is plenty of proof out 
there. One source is the Craigslist m4m 
or w4w personals. It doesn’t take much ef-
fort to decipher who might be placing ads 
for “discreet weekday, daytime encounters 
only,” accompanied by a headless photo. 
These are the folk who should be wary of 
the self-appointed experts that espouse 
that we are all heteros-
at-heart and that once we 
learn to accept the world as 
it is, not as we wish it were, 
the gay in us washes away 
like so much stank down 
the shower drain. Conver-
sion therapy thrives, not be-
cause it works (it doesn’t), 
but because it offers hope 
to (read: preys upon) self-
loathing same-sex attracted 
persons who feel compelled 
to change their sexuality or 
gender identity. For them, 
the promise of an easy fix 
can be hard to resist, espe-
cially if blaming themselves 
for their role in their MOM.

Despite their fragility, 
MOMs, can be surprising-
ly simple to maintain once each spouse 
learns their role, memorizes their lines and 
settles down into a scripted life of discon-

Mixed- 
Orientation 
Marriages

Love
Douglas Chay

Labor
The

of

“Mixed orientation 
marriages, 

or MOMs, are 
‘traditional’ Carol 
and Mike Brady 

heterosexual 
marriages in 

which one spouse 
is, or learns, that 

she/he is, non-
hetero.”

tent. In healthy marriages, spouses make 
themselves mutually vulnerable in an at-
tempt to build an honest, trusting, intimate, 
and nurturing relationship. The work of 
MOMs is to freeze time and block growth. 
Communicating in a healthy, honest and 
fully present manner would risk acknowl-
edging the elephant in the room from which 
they have spent enormous amounts of 

emotional energy di-
verting their gaze. Ac-
knowledging the truth 
could risk ending the 
comforting familiar-
ity of their uncomfort-
able day-to-day exis-
tence. Typical MOMs 
involve conscious or 
subconscious decep-
tion. Spouses must 
be careful to avoid 
serious discussions 
about their relation-
ship or emotions to 
effectively maintain 
their self-deception. 
Arguments about 
why the trash wasn’t 
taken out are in the 
safe zone. Discus-

sions about how and why they feel distant 
from each other tread dangerous territory. 
Those heart-to-hearts are to be avoided at 
all costs because they risk shattering the il-
lusion of what they have built through their 
mutual investment of time, money and en-
ergy. They believe they have a lot to lose, 
and from that distorted perspective, they 
do. The term “walking on eggshells” is com-
monly used to describe the delicate balance 
each must maintain in the presence of the 
other for fear of slipping up. Treading lightly 
often results in a state of anxious vigilance 
that relents only when away from the avoid-
ed person or situation. Some who experi-
ence this anxiety may deny its existence 
because they have become so used to it, 
they are no longer aware of it.

Even when one or both want to make 
a change, they allow fear to stop them. 

One or both are convinced that should the 
secret (which one?) escape, there will be 
an inevitable negative snowballing conse-
quence. Their worst-possible scenario of-
ten looks like this: all their loved ones will 
reject them, their children’s lives will be 
ruined, their careers and reputation would 
be at risk, they would have to start life over 
alone with no support and no chance of 
ever finding happiness or love. I often hear 
“I’m too old. No one would want me.” Then 
the denial and negative self-talk settle in 
for another round. It’s in both spouses’ 
best interests to improve their relation-
ship by making attempts to improve their 
relationship. If you are in a MOM, initiate a 
discussion about anything real. Talk about 
your feelings, as simply as, “I feel sad 
these days.” You don’t have to say more 
than you want. Don’t try to problem-solve 
for the other. You both need a good listen-
er. You may not be ready to say or hear the 
big stuff, but you can live in less discord in 
the meantime if you make the effort.

If you are the hetero spouse, be aware of 
your own needs and ask yourself whether you 
are getting them met. If your spouse has failed 
to meet them, maybe you should look some-
where else. Meeting your own needs can be 
empowering. If you are the same-sex attracted 
spouse, your challenge is to consciously ac-
knowledge, accept and embrace all aspects of 
your sexuality and/or gender. This can be a tall 
order, but there is help out there if you need it. 
Get in the habit of making choices that are in 
your best interests, rather than living uncom-
fortably out of habit, familiarity and fear. t

Note to readers: if you yourself are in, or 
have been in a mom (and not one of my cur-
rent or past clients), and are willing to have 
me interview you to share your experience 
publicly, please contact me at the number be-
low. i have only skimmed the surface of the 
complexities of these relationships, so i will 
be writing more about it in future columns.  

douglas chay (dchay@pridecounseling.
net) specializes in lGBT relationship coun-
seling and is director of the Pride counsel-
ing center in columbia, maryland (410-
744-4867; Pridecounseling.net). 
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By ChUCK DUnCan 
Big Brother started two weeks early this 
year as the 15th season premiered on 
CBS on June 26. The show normally de-
buts the week after July 4th, so the fans 
are getting some extra time to spend with 
their favorite hamsters this summer... but 
will this cast of characters even be worth 
the three days a week in primetime, 7 
nights a week on Big Brother After dark 
(now on TVGN, which unlike Showtime 
Too, has to mercilessly edit the audio 
feeds making entire conversations some-
times unintelligible), and 24/7 on the live 
feeds?

I would have said yes, probably, af-
ter watching the first episode but by the 
fourth episode of the season, the first live 
eviction (July 3), my feelings on the show 
and this cast in particular have changed 
drastically. Perhaps it’s a sign of an ag-
ing show (similar to what Survivor has 
gone through), but it seems the casting 
process now is to find beautiful, vapid 
people who are less interested in the 
game than they are in being on TV and 
having a “showmance.” Yeah, it’s now 

become a hookup show. I started watch-
ing Big Brother with the third season, and 
they had some terrific people with a wide 
range of personalities and life experi-
ence: Marcellas Reynolds, Amy Crews, 
Chiara Jude, Danielle Reyes, Eric Ouel-
lette, Jason Guy and Gerry Lancaster im-
mediately come to mind as the standouts 
of that season, with age ranges from 23 
to 51! This season’s cast members range 
in age from 22 to 37.

And now, some of the younger ones 
are showing their maturity level... at least 
to the people watching the live feeds. 
CBS and producer Allison Grodner go to 
great lengths to make sure what we see 
in primetime is a carefully crafted, non-
offensive game show featuring the “real” 
personalities of the House Guests. But 
anyone watching the live feeds knows 
that what CBS creates for network view-
ing is more fantasy than reality. It was 
tough to stomach Thursday’s episode in 
which Aaryn was portrayed as the inno-
cent, angelic blonde with a cute crush on 
surfer dude David after hearing the hor-
rible things she’s been saying. In fact, at 
this point, Aaryn, David, Kaitlin, GinaMa-
rie, Jeremy, Amanda and Spencer have 
all shocked viewers with their racist, mi-
sogynistic, homophobic comments.

Aaryn’s been the worst of the bunch 
so far with such gems as “be careful what 
you say in the dark; you might not be 
able to see that bitch,” (about Candice, 
the single black female in the house), 
“No one’s gonna vote for whoever that 
queer puts up,” about gay HG Andy, and 
“Shut up. Go make some fucking rice,” to 
Asian HG Helen. Nice. But it doesn’t stop 
there. GinaMarie has chimed in that Hel-
en “should be kissing our ass and serv-
ing us some fucking rice,” and “you know 
two blacks stick together. They’re like 
tokens” (referring to Candice and How-
ard, the one black male in the house). 
David, who was thankfully the first one 
evicted, said that the sheets smelled bad 
because of “black Candice.” Amanda 
called Andy “Faggoty Ann” and Spencer 
called him “Kermit the fag.” Spencer also 
praised Hitler’s speaking abilities and 
said the medical torture by the Nazi doc-
tors was beneficial. Jeremy simply thinks 
of women as nothing but sex objects and 
has called some of them in the house “c 
– ts.”

As the fans, and now the media, have 
caught on to what’s being said by the 
House Guests, CBS’ response has been 
the same as it was in the past when other 

‘Big Brother 15’: Worst Cast Ever?
LiveLy artS // OUT ON TV

House Guests 
behaved badly, like “America’s Sweet-
heart” Jeff Schroeder, who went on an an-
ti-gay rant during his season. CBS’s reac-
tion to that was to cast him on Big Brother 
a second time, as well as The Amazing 
Race, and gave him a show online in 
which he interviewed the evicted House 
Guests. This season he was given the job 
of interviewing the HGs before they went 
into the house. I suppose by that measure 
Aaryn will be the head of programming at 
CBS by the time this season is over. She’s 
going to need the job, however, because 

karma has already bitten her in the ass, 
and she doesn’t even know it! Her em-
ployer Zephyr Talent, a modeling agency 
in Texas, has dropped her from their ros-
ter after her comments (she’s also lost a 
second cover model gig as well). Gina-
Marie is also oblivious to the fact that her 
employer, East Coast USA Pageants, has 
also fired her because in her position of 
being a role model to young girls, they 
actually found her comments to be not 
something they want her protegés to look 
up to. Spencer’s employer is also look-
ing to take action, but he is a unionized 
railroad worker so there may not be much 
they can do except reprimand him.

Knowing how these people talk 
amongst themselves really kills the fun 

‘Fans are getting some extra time to spend with their favorite hamsters this summer’

of watching Big Brother. The producers 
have allegedly made an announcement 
to the House Guests to stop using racist 
language in the house, but will a verbal 
admonishment with no threat of conse-
quences within the game really change 
the behavior of these people? Does CBS 
think that this unusual amount of public-
ity the show is now receiving will actually 
help the show, which has seen some of its 
lowest-ever ratings? There’s no such thing 
as bad publicity, right? I have a feeling 
that if the offensive comments continue – 
and things could get even worse after this 
week’s eviction and HoH competition, and 

the apparent cheating perpetrated by the 
winner (which was creatively explained 
away on the July 7th episode) – CBS is 
going to find itself in more of a publicity 
nightmare with viewers fleeing the show 
in droves. I don’t know that I want to spend 
three more months with these people, and 
I’m betting negativity surrounding this cast 
will take its toll on the show. The best sug-
gestion I’ve seen so far: evict the entire cast 
and start over. t

Note: Since this article was written, 
cBS has broadcast some of the comments 
made by Aaryn Gries along with reactions 
from some of the offended House Guests. 
However, no action has been taken and all 
of the offending parties still remain in the 
house.
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(healing), yellow (sunshine), green (na-
ture), blue (harmony) and purple (spirit). 

With impressive writing skill, Mr. Espey 
crafted individual unrelated scenes and 
plots for each of the plays, integrating the 
rainbow’s themes. In such a small window, 
the playwright had to immediately get to 
the point and set up the action and keep 
the plots cohesive. He largely succeeded. 
To transition to each new play, the stage is 
darkened, a new set consisting of simple 
pieces of furniture is brought out, and off-
stage music is played.

In “The Last Blackberries of Sum-
mer,” Menika (Vanessa Lee) tries to con-
vince Leah (Kelly Cavanaugh) that hav-
ing a baby (red/life) is what’s needed to 
strengthen their relationship. A friend, An-
namarie (Grace Yeon), gave the couple a 
preview of what having an infant was like. 
Ms. Lee and Ms. Cavanugh were particu-
larly strong.

In “Hoya Saxa,” David (Rasheed 
Green) attempts to treat an injury he 
caused to Poss (Steve Ferguson) during a 
football game (orange/healing). In the pro-

cess David seeks to figure out if Poss, a 
Christian, could possibly be gay. The word 
“panache” plays a significant role in the 
plot. Both actors performed well; Mr. Fer-
guson projected his voice with great skill. 

Marta (Vanessa Lee) struggles to con-
vince Cyn (Amy Miller) to go through with 
their very public 
wedding in a partic-
ularly homophobic 
Tennessee town and 
endure the “direct 
threats” in “Cho-
reography of Cyn 
and Marta” (yellow/
sunshine). There 
was good chemistry 
between these fine 
two actors including 
a tender dance, and 
a nice use of flash-
backs enhances the plot.

In “Bang Day Maria” (Jennifer Has-
selbusch) is conflicted by her boyfriend 
Luke’s (Jared Jiacinto) and her girlfriend 
Rain (Kelly Cavanaugh) and their differ-
ing opinions on evolution vs. creationism 
(green/nature). The actors provided the 
right amount of intensity in this play.

The best of the group was the riveting 

LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

‘rainBOw’ theMeS 
On DiSPLay 

– continued from page 1 
“Messages Deleted.” Sam (Jared Jiacinto) 
had been killed in an auto accident. While 
visiting his late lover’s apartment to regain 
some of his possessions, Mark (Steve Fer-
guson) was maintaining a conversation 
with the ghost of Sam when the victim’s 
father, Gene (Rodney Bonds) entered and 

wanted to know 
who Mark was and 
why was he there. 
What ensued 
( b l u e / h a r m o n y ) 
was drama at its 
best, and I can see 
this ten-minute of-
fering expanded to 
a full-length play. 
All three actors ex-
celled.

“Catch of the 
Day” is about two 

women and flirtation–Kelly (Jennifer Has-
selbusch) and Chuck (Kelly Cavanaugh) 
as well as a fantasy Mr. Fugu (Amy Miller). 
This play contained lighthearted humor 
and playfulness (purple/spirit) and wonder-
ing if Chuck would ever eat the potentially 
poisonous fugu (blowfish).

The final play, “Zoo Story 2.0,” pres-
ents Bob (Rasheed Green) and Buttercup 

(Steve Ferguson), two male penguins who 
struggle to love freely in the Central Park 
Zoo. While they attempt to raise a family, 
they have to overcome the homophobia by 
humans and succeed in doing so.

The Rainbow Plays is distinguished by 
its subtlety and humanity with little affection 
or kissing overtly displayed. The characters 
are at critical junctures of their lives and are 
seeking what everyone wants, except these 
people happen to be gay. As Buttercup, the 
penguin, sums it up in the concluding line of 
the final play, “Don’t let anyone change you. 
Live your life with pride.”

Some of the plays were humorous, oth-
ers were more dramatic. Stereotypes were 
evident in a few but not in others. Most 
of the plays worked, some didn’t. But the 
overall experience was enjoyable, interest-
ing, and entertaining, and clearly the per-
formances by the ensemble cast with the 
guiding hand of Ms. Davidson contributed 
to the success. t

The Rainbow Plays (80 minutes with 
no intermission) runs through July 21 at 
the Fells Point corner Theatre, 251 S. 
Ann Street, Baltimore. For tickets ($15) 
and more information, call 410-276-7837 
or visit Fpct.org. The plays contain adult 
themes and some profanity.



14 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    JULY 12, 2013  •  BAlTimoReouTloud.com

// MUSIC

and the island breezes of “One Love To 
Another” and “All Wash Out.” 

Both the Be Good Tanyas and Beach-
wood Sparks have probably been at this 
longer than any of the others mentioned 

here. An all-female Ca-
nadian trio with three 
full-length discs under 
their collective belts, 
The Be Good Tan-
yas get the compila-
tion treatment with A 
collection (Nettwerk). 
Spanning a 12 year pe-
riod, the 16-track disc 
does a decent job of 
summing up the three-
some’s output, includ-
ing original songs such 
as “The Junkie Song,” 
“Draft Daughter’s Blues 
aka Ootischenia” and 
“Song For R.,” as well 
as covers of Neil Young 
(“For The Turnstiles”) 

and Townes Van Zandt (“Waiting Around to 
Die”) tunes. Beachwood Sparks’ reunion 
disc The Tarnished Gold (Sub Pop) was 
worth the wait. A solid set of twangy tunes, 
these baker’s dozen songs are equivalent 
of aural sunshine, especially “Forget The 
Song,” “Mollusk,” “Goodbye,” The Orange 
Grass Special,” and “Talk About Lone-
some.” 

Consider the following artists for your 
own private mini folk festival. Modern folk 
hero Devendra Banhart may finally benefit 
from the focus on folk, moving from cult 
status to stardom with mala (Nonesuch). 
Brief album opener “Golden Girls” could 
be a lost Elliott Smith song, while Banhart 
fleshes out his sound on “Won’t You Come 
Over” and “Fur Hildegard von Bingen.” The 
Holbrook sisters, who perform as the quar-
tet Shel, play well together on their self-
titled Moraine Music release. Produced 
by the legendary Chris Stamey, coyotes 
(Birdsandarrows.com) by the trio Birds 
and Arrows, might be the prettiest offer-
ing that the folk revival has to offer. “Any-
where But Here,” “The Rest of Your Life” 
and “Out in the Garden” are particularly 
beautiful songs. Bringing up the rear, Stars 
and Satellites (Banjodad / Thirty Tigers) by 
Trampled By Turtles uses bluegrass brush-
strokes to color its folk. Come out of your 
shell and listen to “Walt Whitman,” “Mid-
night on the Interstate,” “Widower’s Heart,” 
and “The Calm and Crying Wind.” t

By gregg ShaPirO
Mumford & Sons’ big win at the Grammy 
Awards in February 2013 is a good indica-
tion that the folk revival has not only of-
ficially arrived but is probably here to stay 
for a while. Further proof 
can be found on the Bill-
board 200 chart where 
The Lumineers’ self-titled 
debut disc (on Dualtone) 
is in the upper half of the 
top ten (as of this writ-
ing in early March) and 
shows no signs of slow-
ing down. Like the best 
of the contemporary 
folk revival acts, the trio 
with roots in Colorado, 
creates music that is 
as timeless as it is con-
temporary. Employing a 
call style in songs such 
as “Hey Ho,” “Subma-
rines” and “Big Parade,” 
The Lumineers separate 
themselves from the pack with this gim-
mick, and it works in their favor. Of course, 
so does Neyla Pekarek’s way with a cello. 
Listeners will surely swoon over the disc’s 
radiant centerpiece, “Stubborn Love.” 

Signed by Sire Records founder Sey-
mour Stein himself, gay marriage support-
ers Delta Rae makes its debut on carrthe 
Fire (Sire/WB). Although the disc doesn’t 
contain the North Carolina sextet’s same 
sex marriage anthem “Chain of Love: A 
Song for Marriage Equality,” it does include 
a number of memorable tunes among its 
dozen tracks. Perhaps closer in spirit to 
Taylor Swift than any of the acts mentioned 
here, Delta Rae definitely generates heat 
on folk-rock numbers including “Hey Hey 
Hey,” “Holding On To Good,” “Country 
House,” “Dance In the Graveyards” and 
“Forgive The Children We Once Were.”

If any band captures the beatnik meets 
hippie vibe of folk music, it would have to 
be Edward Sharpe & The Magnetic Zeros. 
What makes Here (Community/Vagrant) 
especially remarkable is that “Edward 
Sharpe” is actually Alex Ebert of modern 
rock band Ima Robot. The nine songs on 
the disc represent a decided musical shift 
with a sound more akin to The Polyphic 
Spree than, say, Radiohead. There are lots 
of pleasant and organic surprises on Here, 
from the didgeridoo on “Man on Fire” and 
the activist gospel of “I Don’t Wanna Pray” 
to the hand-waving sing along of “Mayla” 

Folk Yourself
iMusic

LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCK DUnCan 
“In the early days of the western United 
States, a masked man and an Indian rode 
the plains, searching for truth and justice. 
Return with us now to those thrilling days 
of yesteryear, when from out of the past 
come the thunder-
ing hoofbeats of the 
great horse Silver! 
The Lone Ranger 
rides again!”

And so began 
the radio adven-
tures of The lone 
Ranger. But how 
exactly did the 
masked man be-
come a hero to 
young boys across 
the land? Disney’s new version of The 
lone Ranger aims to tell that story, and it 
sticks fairly close to the origin set forth on 
the radio show from long ago.

As John Reid is returning to his home 
town, the train he’s on is ambushed by 
bandits on a mission to set their leader, 
Butch Cavendish, free before he’s brought 
to justice. Reid encounters another prison-
er, the Indian Tonto, but after a spectacu-
lar train derailment they go their separate 
ways. Knowing Cavendish is at large, Re-
id’s brother Dan deputizes him as a Texas 
Ranger and they set out to find Cavendish 
and his men. Unfortunately, the Rangers 
are ambushed and left for dead. Tonto dis-
covers the bodies, buries them but is sur-
prised to find John still alive. He creates a 
mask for Reid so that he can remain in-
cognito while they team up to bring Cav-
endish and his men to justice, but other 
forces may be at play, with much bigger 
fish to fry than Cavendish.

This is the basic plot of The lone 
Ranger, and in fact was the basic plot of 
the original radio serial. Where the film 
goes off the rails a bit is with the addi-
tion of much more extraneous plot details 
– railroads, silver mines – that become a 
bit overwhelming at times. You can defi-
nitely see the fingerprints of Pirates of the 
caribbean scribes Ted Elliott and Terry 
Rossio (who seem to have been brought 
on to beef up Justin Haythe’s original 
screenplay) and director Gore Verbinsky 
all over this movie. I didn’t really have a 
hard time following the story, even with 
the twist, but some pieces of it could have 
been jettisoned (like Helena Bonham 
Carter’s character, and the unnecessary 
love triangle between the Reid brothers 
and Dan’s wife).

Those minor quibbles aside, The lone 

Ranger ended up being great fun. I know 
the knives are out for this one simply be-
cause it took forever to get filmed, but I 
totally enjoyed it from beginning to end. 
The film, however, is really misleading 
with its title because Johnny Depp’s Tonto 
takes the stage, front and center. In fact, 

the entire story is being 
told as a flashback by a 
very, very old Tonto (Depp 
in some amazing old age 
makeup), and by the end 
you’re not quite sure if the 
Lone Ranger actually ex-
ists or if this whole thing 
is a tall tale.

The film is also a 
little schizophrenic with 
shifts in tone from campy 

comedy to serious Western, with most 
of the comedy coming from Depp, so it’s 
almost a little off-putting when you have 
these serious moments of characters be-
ing gunned down in cold blood followed 
by a sly glance or snarky comment from 
Tonto. But where the movie succeeds is in 
its casting of Armie Hammer as the icon-
ic all-American hero. He does straight-
laced and stalwart to perfection, he’s got 
those boy-next-door good looks and he 
just seems like an all around good guy. 
Depp, however, seems to be playing just 
a variation on Captain Jack Sparrow, and 
he even strikes a very Sparrow-ish pose 
at one point. It’s not a bad performance, 
but he just seems to be in a completely 
different movie at times.

Rounding out the cast are Ruth Wil-
son as one point of the love triangle, an 
almost unrecognizable William Fichtner 
as Cavendish, Tom Wilkinson as the rail-
road baron who believes trains will help 
conquer America, and James Badge Dale 
as Dan Reid. Two of the biggest stars in 
the movie aren’t actors, but the locomo-
tives built specifically for the film, run-
ning on six miles of track laid down in 
Arizona. The use of real trains instead of 
CGI creations helps give the film a more 
grounded-in-reality feel… and they just 
look awesome!

So is The lone Ranger a great film? 
No, not really. It has a heck of a lot of 
problems, especially in not knowing what 
it wants to be. But the cast, the terrific 
production design, the action scenes and 
even the music – and you can’t help but 
really get drawn in the moment that leg-
endary theme music kicks in – makes The 
lone Ranger an entertaining, summer 
thrill ride. Wonder how long before we see 
an actual thrill ride at a Disney park? t

The Lone Ranger Rides Again
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By gregg ShaPirO
In recent years, 
filmmaker Jeffrey 
Schwarz has made a 
name for himself with 
docs about show biz 
folks, as in Spine Tin-
gler! (horror filmmaker 
William Castle) and 
Wrangler (gay porn 
legend Jack Wran-
gler). His latest, Vito 
(First Run Features), 
is a respectfully ren-
dered portrait of and 
tribute to gay rights 
activist and gay film 
expert Vito Russo, 
author of the seminal 
work The celluloid 
closet.

Fittingly described 
as “our gay hero,” 
Russo’s passion was 
movies. But before 
he found a way to ex-
press that, he became 
an LGBT rights activist 
following the Stone-
wall riots, and more specifically the 1970 
raid of the Snake Pit bar. A turning point 
for Russo, he became an early and active 
member of the Gay Activists Alliance and 
took part in a variety of protests in New 
York, including one at Harper’s magazine 
and another at the office of the city clerk.

Combining the political with the cul-
tural, Russo initiated the movie nights at 
the GAA headquarters. He understood the 
value of watching movies with an all gay 
audience in a safe and open environment. 
Russo soon became a recognizable face 
in the movement and was influential in get-
ting Bette Midler to speak and sing at a 
particularly volatile 1973 Pride rally.

With his writing career in full swing (he 
was a contributor to The Advocate among 
other outlets), Russo also worked with film 
at MOMA. It was there that he began to 
catalog the images of queer characters 
in movies. In 1973 he began his Celluloid 
Closet lectures/screenings which would 
become the basis for his groundbreaking 
book. Just as he was becoming one of 
the first gay celebrities in the early 1980s, 
appearing on nationally syndicated news 
programs and hosting the our Time gay 
cable show, the AIDS crisis began.

Once again, Russo was on the front-
lines of activism, co-founding not only 

GLAAD (Gay 
and Lesbian Al-
liance Against 
Defamation) but 
also ACT UP 
(with Larry Kram-
er and others). 
Never giving up 
the fight, even 
as his lover Jef-
frey Sevcik died, 
close friends 
were dying all 
around him and 
his own health di-
minished, Russo 
was the picture 
of courage and 
bravery right to 
the end. Inter-
views with family 
members (broth-
er Charles and 
cousin Phyllis) 
as well as close 
friends and asso-
ciates (including 
his biographer 
Michael Schiavi, 

as well as Lily Tomlin, Bruce Vilanch, Ga-
briel Rotell, Jim Fouratt, Arnie Kantrowitz, 
Rev. Malcolm Boyd, Armistead Maupin, Da-
vid Ehrenstein, Karla Jay, Michael Denne-
ny, Felice Picano, Michelangelo Signorile, 
Larry Kramer, and Jenni Olson, among oth-
ers), sing Russo’s praises, with every note 
ringing true. Vito is not to be missed. DVD 
bonus material includes audio commentary, 
interview outtakes and excerpts from our 
Time.

In Starlet (Music Box Films), early 
20-something Janie (Dree Hemingway, 
daughter of Mariel Hemingway) lives out of 
her suitcase in the room she shares with the 
affectionate male Chihuahua she named 
Starlet. She doesn’t care for the room’s ap-
pearance and wants to make changes to it. 
But friend and Oxy-snorter Melissa (Stella 
Maeve), whose drug dealing/video game 
playing/manager boyfriend Mikey (James 
Ransone) owns the San Fernando Valley 
house, discourages her from doing any-
thing drastic, such as painting the walls.

With Starlet in tow, Janie hits yard, 
garage and estate sales, buying various 
knickknacks and furniture. At one, she 
encounters grumpy, elderly widow, Sadie 
(Besedka Johnson, making her film debut), 
who sells her an oversized thermos. Back 
at home, Janie fills the thermos with water, 

Stars in Their Eyes intending to use it as a vase. But when she 
tries to insert the flower stems, something is 
in the way. Dumping it out in the sink, Janie 
discovers rubber-banded rolls of cash total-
ing thousands of dollars. 

After spending some of the cash on a 
shopping spree, Janie tries to return the 
thermos and leftover money, but the unso-
ciable Sadie, who told her that there were 
“no refunds” at the time of the sale, won’t 
even talk to her. Determined to somehow 
return part of her newfound wealth to Sadie, 
Janie finds a way to reach out to the stand-
offish older woman and before you know 
it, the “tough cookie” has softened. Janie 
takes Sadie grocery shopping and joins her 
at church bingo. 

However, the unsociable Sadie remains 
suspicious of Janie and even maces her at 
one point, accusing her of being a “scam-
mer” and then calls the police. But Sadie 
realizes she has misjudged Janie and apol-
ogizes. As they get better acquainted Sadie 
reveals that her late husband was a suc-
cessful gambler and left her well provided 
for. Janie takes Sadie to the cemetery so 
she can bring flowers to his grave. 

As much as Janie learns about Sadie, 
that’s how little Sadie knows about Janie. 
For example, Sadie has no idea that Janie 

is a rising star in the adult film industry. As 
her porn-star identity Tess, we watch as 
Janie films an explicit sex scene for the 
porn studio with which she is affiliated. 
Melissa (stage name Zana), on the other 
hand, is frozen out of the industry, due to 
her erratic, drug-fueled behavior. Melis-
sa’s new Camaro is repossessed and her 
mobile phone is turned off due to lack of 
payment. When Melissa discovers Janie’s 
cash stash, hidden in a pair of red, thigh-
high boots in her closet, this creates a rift 
between the girls and leads the vengeful 
Melissa to do something that effects more 
than just their relationship. Meanwhile, the 
cracks in Janie and Sadie’s friendship are 
beginning to show and it won’t take much to 
make it shatter. 

Filmmaker Sean Baker effortlessly con-
trasts the innocent development of the un-
likely friendship with the darker, hardcore 
elements of Starlet. He flirts with the au-
dience’s comfort level and how far he can 
push it. Starlet may not be to everyone’s 
taste, but it should be seen for the lead ac-
tresses’ performances alone. DVD bonus 
features include audio commentary, cast 
and crew interviews, audition and rehearsal 
footage, behind-the-scenes and making-of 
featurettes, and more. t

Jeffrey Schwarz
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By Steve Charing
We figured it was about 20 years since we had last visited 
the Deer Park Lodge out on Route 40 in Boonsboro, Mary-
land. Bob and I enjoyed our visits there – with the rustic 
log cabin motif; a nice outdoor patio to enjoy cocktails; 
and a diverse crowd from Western Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania, West Virginia, D.C., and even Baltimore folks who 
made the slightly more than an hour trip along I-70 for a 
change in scenery.

The Deer Park Lodge had for years been under the 
same ownership that included such one-time venerable 
LGBT clubs as D.C.’s Fraternity House and Rehoboth’s 
Renegade. In the summer of 2010, the owners at the time 
sold the Deer Park Lodge. 

With the passing of the keys, a whole new concept 
was born, renaming it “The Lodge,” while retaining the 
charm of its predecessor.

Though the older iteration was pretty much constant 
weekend to weekend, The Lodge has been characterized 
during the past three years by its amazing array of cre-
ative theme nights and entertainment. Pop Tarts Toaster 
Queens, Decadence, Wet and Wild Lube, Pink and Purple 
Party, Thunder Kings, Mustache Envy, Starry Nights Pa-
tio Party, and a Foam Party were just some of the recent 
themes that are held on the weekends. 

Hump Night Diva Drag shows take place on those 
Wednesdays The Lodge is open, and Karaoke with Mi-

chelle Portenier usually occurs on 
Thursdays.

On the night of our visit, it was 
“Risky Business” Night, whereby many 
of us (you read that right: us!) donned 
Tom Cruise attire (white shirt with col-
lar up, white socks, tighty-whities and 
shades) to emulate Cruise in the iconic 
Bob Seger’s “Old Time Rock ‘n Roll” 
number that highlighted the 1983 film. 
Celebrating the movie’s 30th anniver-
sary, the party was a hoot.

Drag performers this night included 
local celebrities Ashley Bannks, Jas-
mine Phoenix as well as guest Balti-
morian Krystal Nova Blair. They were 
entertaining and funny and were the 
perfect touch for the festivities.

From the moment Cindy greeted us at the door asking 
for government-issued IDs despite my confession that I’m 
not 21, to the friendly bartenders Dallas, Donny, and oth-
ers, and to the co-owner and manager Joe Velazquez, we 
immediately saw first-hand what a warm staff The Lodge 
had assembled. The crowd is also friendly; they did not 
give off a smug vibe as you experience in other places.

DJ Keith Hofmann from D.C. spun the beats, and at-
tractive go-go dancers added ambience to the spacious 

dance floor. 
Overall, The Lodge fea-

tures a quiet lounge area, 
two bars, a heated/covered 
patio space (smokers wel-
comed), a pool table plus 
free WiFi. There is no need 
to hunt for and pay for 
parking as The Lodge has 
a large onsite parking lot.

Over the past couple of 
years, The Lodge had un-
dergone some renovations 
beginning with the removal 
of “the wall,” the new “C-
shaped” main bar, the pa-
tio bar, new lighting and 
the addition of the Illusions 
Lounge, which opened 
at their two year anniver-
sary. But from the outside, 
it looks the same as it did 
two decades ago.

One quibble I have is 
that even though the pa-
tio bar is outdoors, the 
concentration of smokers 
causes the air to be filled 
with smoke. If you’re a non-
smoker, that could be an 
issue. Also, I thought the 
sound volume on the patio 
was excessive; it seemed 
just right for a 50,000 seat 

Coming Home to The Lodge

gaiety on the Lodge’s outdoor patio

stadium, not for the space used. But then again, I’m old.
If driving back home after a night of partying is a con-

cern, there are nearby motels – all within 10 minutes of 
The Lodge – to spend the night. They include the Com-
fort Suites, Hampton Inn Hagerstown, and a B&B Stoney 
Creek Farm.

“To the urban dweller, escaping the hustle and bus-
tle of the city is usually the primary reason for making 
the one-hour trek to our venue,” explains co-owner Joe 
Velazquez to Baltimore ouTloud. “However, it’s the 
friendliness, inclusiveness and judgment-free atmosphere 
that keep them coming back. We listen to our patron’s 
needs and continually make improvements. We cater to 
everyone under the spectrum and give back to our com-
munity – gay and straight, alike.”

He adds, “The Lodge is more than just a dance club, 
we’re a home, family and resource to many in our com-
munity and beyond.”

Indeed, The Lodge sponsored the drag pavilion at the 
recent Frederick Pride event and has raised money for lo-
cal charities and organizations. For its efforts, The Lodge 
was recently named one of the best 200 gay bars in the 
entire world by out magazine based primarily on polling. 

out wrote, “The Lodge is the place to go dancing in 
Frederick, Maryland – on weekends, at least. Though they 
do occasionally open Monday for special holiday events, 
time at The Lodge is restricted to Thursday-Saturdays, 
which is alright, because you can pack a lifetime into one 
evening spent here.” Of course, it’s not in Frederick but 
not too far west down I-70.

Successful as the past has been, Velazquez looks 
ahead. “As we move forward, we embark with new ven-
tures that parallel our vision; the latest being the return of 
Miss Western Maryland and Miss Vogue, two preliminary 
pageants that lead into Miss Gay Maryland America – a 
pageant system that serves as a voice for the commu-
nity, both locally and nationally,” he notes. “We continue 
the legacy of the Deer Park Lodge while establishing our-
selves as The Lodge – a current, urban-like experience 
with country charm.” 

That it is. For more information about The Lodge’s 
hours, directions, events and rules, visit Thelodgemd.
com. t
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yOUr MOney

By wOODy DerriCKS
Historically, people have looked to bonds for sta-
bility, income, and security. As people approach 
retirement, they tend to take a more conserva-
tive risk position with their portfolio. The more 
conservative people become with their invest-
ments, the more bonds they typically add to 
their mix. For some time now interest rates have 
been falling or have stayed relatively stable. If 
that trend changes and interest rates move up, 
then the value of your bonds may go down. 
What are bonds? Bonds are debt issued by 
corporations and governments. Typically these 
loans run from 30 days to 30 years. Generally 
speaking, the longer the term of the loan the 
greater amount of interest paid to the holder of 
the bond. 

An investor may pay $1,000 per bond and 
receive an agreed upon rate of interest for the 
term of the bond. So long as the company (or 
government) remains solvent, the investor 
should receive the dividends from the bonds, 
and, when the term is complete, the investor 
should receive a return of their $1,000 principal 
payment.

how do interest rates impact bonds? 
Bonds typically change value from their original 
$1,000 as interest rates change. You’ll find that 

Preparing for Rising Interest Rates
bond values generally move inversely to inter-
est rate changes. This means that a decrease in 
interest rates could increase the value of bonds 
and that an increase in interest rates could drive 
down the value of bonds.

As an example, let’s say that you want to 
buy a bond. The current interest rate is 2%. If 
you want, you could buy a new issue bond for 
$1,000 at 2% interest. You could also purchase 
a bond from someone looking to sell his bond. If 
someone purchased a bond with a 1% interest 
rate, they’d have to decrease the bond’s value 
from $1,000 to provide you with a competitive 
interest rate. This is done because an investor 
is unlikely to want to buy a bond for 1% from 
someone when they could buy a new issue 
bond for 2%. 

The amount at which the selling party would 
have to decrease the value of the bond depends 
in part on the term of the bond. The longer the 
term, the more he/she’d have to decrease the 
value. The shorter the term, the less he/she 
would have to decrease the bond’s value.

what can you do to protect yourself 
from rising rates? Depending on your current 
income needs, comfort level with a fluctuating 
portfolio value, and liquidity needs, you could 
see several options. You could stay the course, 

3405 Greenway, #206 Baltimore, MD 21218
MRIS # 

BA8102315
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Cell – 443-520-1312
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parking. 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths. Offered at $285,000.00
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move to shorter-term bonds, and/or move to-
ward cash.

Some investors, who hold individual bonds, 
will want to keep their bonds intact. Knowing 
that a solvent company is expected to provide 
a return of principal upon maturity, they may not 
be concerned about the bond’s change in value.

Other investors who are concerned about 
loss of value may look to invest in shorter-term 
bonds. This is because shorter-term bonds are 
typically less volatile if all other factors are the 
same. The other positive to owning shorter-term 
bonds is that they mature sooner. With a shorter 

maturity, the investor may be able to buy new 
bonds with higher interest rates thus increasing 
his/her income.

Fearful of losing any value in bonds and 
able to withstand a potential decrease in in-
come, some investors may opt to move some of 
their bond portfolio to cash. 

One or all of these options may be appropri-
ate and should be assessed on an individual ba-
sis. Consult your financial advisor for specifics 
regarding your situation and consult your tax ad-
visor about the tax implications of selling bonds 
prior to maturity. t
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keeping busy this summer. The ladies of 
F.I.S.T are celebrating 20 years over the 
weekend of July 12-14. Join them on Fri-
day, July 12 for cocktails from 7-9 at the 
Hippo. Their anniversary weekend also 
includes a pool party and cookout on Sat-
urday, July 13 with a play party in the eve-
ning. The celebration will end on Sunday, 
July 14 with a brunch from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the GLCCB. Contact FIST at fist-
women@aol.com for more information or 
visit Fistwomen.org. 

Baltimore’s other leather clubs are 
also out on the town this summer. COM-
MAND, MC, will be gathering at Leon’s 
Leather Lounge from 9 p.m. to midnight on 
Sunday, July 14 and also on Sunday, Au-
gust 25 for bar nights. (Speaking of COM-
MAND, a big congratulation goes out to 
my dear friends Mike and Marty who were 
married in Baltimore on Friday, July 5th. 
Cheers!) Although it may be hard to think 
about Christmas with all this warm weath-
er, the ShipMates are kicking off their an-
nual Daddy Christmas Benefit on Sunday, 
July 28 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Quest. 
“Ho Ho in the Heat” will include a cookout, 
a raffle, and the famous porn flea market. 
There will even be a surprise visit from a 
very hot Santa! It sounds like Santa my 
come early this year. The ShipMates will 
also be heading up to The Club in Martins-
burg, WV on Saturday, July 20 for a crab 
feast sponsored by Baltimore ouTloud 
and The Club from 4 p.m. to close to ben-
efit New Light MCC Deacons Pantry and 
Moveable Feast. The ShipMates will host 
a bar night at The Club that evening. I’m 
excited. It should be a great little getaway. 
There is even lodging available near the 
bar with special rates so you don’t have to 
worry about driving back to the city after-
wards. Check at TheClubWV.com for more 
details and to order tickets. It is going to be 
lots of fun. You will be glad you came! t

in Harrisburg. 
You will enjoy 
the charm of 
Pennsylvania’s 
capital city and 
will make new 
friends. Come on 
up to Harrisburg 
and join me! 

The Balti-
more Eagle may 
be “closed for 
renovations” but 
it is still busi-
ness as usual 
down at the D.C. 
Eagle. My fellow 
ShipMates and I 
had a wonderful 
time at our bar 
night on June 
29. Just a few of 
the events coming soon to the D.C. Eagle 
include an Onyx Bar Night on Friday, July 
19 starting at 9 p.m. and a Highwaymen 
TNT Cookout on Sunday, July 21 starting 
at 5 p.m. On Saturday, July 27 you can 
join the delightful Mr. D.C. Eagle 2013 Ni-
gel Williams as he host a bar night and on 
Thursday, August 1 you can party with the 
D.C. boys of Leather. Check out Dceagle.
com for a full schedule of events. 

Baltimore’s leather clubs are also 

For many people, activities slow down in 
the summertime, but not for the leather 
community. Here are just a few events that 
are coming soon, are you? 

Now that July is here most folks think 
that Pride has come and gone for another 
year. I always enjoy D.C. and Baltimore 
Pride and they were wonderful this year. 
There is, however, a third Pride Festival 
that I never miss. The 22nd annual Pride 
Festival of Central Pennsylvania is sched-
uled for Saturday, July 27 starting at noon 
in beautiful Riverfront Park in Harrisburg, 
Pa. I plan to go up to Harrisburg on Friday, 
July 26 to party with my leather friends the 
Pennsmen and the Capital City Bears as 
they kick off the weekend starting at 9:30 
p.m. at The Brownstone. Although I was 
disappointed to learn that there will not be 
a parade this year, it will still be a fun time 

Coming Soon

Buy One Get One Free - New Happy Hours Monday Through Thursday Until 12 A.M.!
Voted One Of The Best Bars In Baltimore 2010! Join Us Friday Through Sunday Til 10 P.M. For Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour!

Open Mic Mondays at 8:00pm
Live Comedy Night Wednesdays at 8:00pm
Karaoke with KJ Bill Thursdays at 8:00pm

DJ Dancing Saturdays in New Dance Lounge
Introducing Chef Angelica

Upscale Comfort Foods in Our Kitchen
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QUaLity OF LiFe

We would never wait until, say, the day before 
we are about to go on a long hike before we’d 
go to the gym to get in shape. We all know that 
would be too late. 

Or, equally crazy, we wouldn’t wait until the 
night before our first pool party or day at the 
beach before working out so that we’d look our 
best in our bathing suits.

Everyone knows it doesn’t work that way; 
you have to start much earlier, because get-
ting in shape takes consistent work over time. 
However, when it comes to emotional strength 
and health, too many of us are trying to hit the 
gym the night before and expecting instant 

miracles.
Years ago, I used to work as a mental 

health counselor, helping people to take care 
of their psychiatric conditions and giving them 
some tools for feeling better. I remember one 
of my early experiences of “putting off the gym 
until the night before.” 

When helping someone with panic attacks, 
it was standard counseling practice to teach 
clients diaphragmatic or “deep” breathing. The 
technique is simple; you breathe very deeply 
until the air causes your lower stomach to in-
flate slightly. As an intern counselor, I dutifully 
taught my clients how to do it and asked them 
to practice several times a day. According to 
the research, this type of skills training should 
work; my clients would surely come back in a 
while and report progress.

Well, that didn’t happen. Instead, my cli-
ents came back and almost universally said, “It 
didn’t work!” In some instances, I inherited cli-
ents whose previous counselors taught them 
diaphragmatic breathing, and they would roll 
their eyes when I would say that I was about 
to teach it to them… again. “I already tried this; 
it doesn’t work!” Then, why did the research 
say it works?

After questioning only a few clients, it be-
came clear what was going wrong. Clients 
would not practice at all when they were feel-

It’s Like  
Going to the 

Gym

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

ing well. Then, when they felt a panic attack 
coming on – the symptoms of which include 
intense, rapid, shallow breathing – they would 
try to force their lungs to do some diaphrag-
matic breathing, as if it would be a magic bullet 
that would stop the panic attack in its tracks. Of 
course, this failed. 

As a life and career coach, I no longer fo-
cus on reducing the symptoms of psychiatric 
disorders. Instead, I help people to produce 
peak performance, helping them to reach 
goals quicker and easier. However, before I 
can help someone to perform excellently and 
reach challenging goals, sometimes it’s neces-
sary to help that person to eliminate a problem, 
such as procrastination, general fear, feelings 
of being overwhelmed, disorganization, social 
fear or awkwardness, negative focusing, and 
more.

To get the problem out of the way and to 
become more efficient at “getting to the good 
stuff” in life, it’s helpful to have a two-pronged 
attack. On the one hand, you need some skills 
that you can apply right there, in the moment, 
when you need to get unstuck from a difficult 
situation. On the other hand, there are skills 
that can only help you if you practice them way 
ahead of time, making them a new habit. I call 
the second kind of skills “going to the gym for 
your emotional health and well-being.” If you 

try to use emotional skills designed to build up 
strength and flexibility to alleviate an immedi-
ate crisis, they won’t work.

I don’t have space in this one column to go 
over all the skills that can be helpful to practice 
ahead of time. However, skills in this category 
would include any of the ones I’ve described in 
my past columns that have to do with relaxing, 
focusing on the present moment, clearing your 
mind and focusing on your body instead (mind-
fulness), removing negative ways of wording 
situations from your thoughts and speech, 
reducing stress, and finding ways of focusing 
that foster more appreciation and “being a part 
of something bigger.” These are all types of 
skills I teach my client as a way to go to the 
gym for building more mental and emotional 
health.

Most of these skills can be done without 
scheduling any additional time in your already 
over packed day; you can do them on the fly. 
If you make this skills practice a daily habit, 
you’ll find that fewer things upset you, they 
upset you less intensely, and it’s easier to find 
smooth ways to deal with life.

See a difference it makes when you show 
up in great shape in the first place. I may not be 
able to promise you that you’ll look marvelous, 
but you certainly will feel marvelous!  t

more at BaltimorelifecoachGerry.com
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Eichenkranz Hall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
seats approximately 150 people
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 South Fagley St., Baltimore, maryland 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t time you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
Ask about the signing bonus

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Com
m

unity
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 BOOKS & giFtS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage

 DJ  SUPPOrt

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Let Us Love Them 
When You Can’t! 
•Dog Day Care 
•Dog Sleepovers 
•Dog Training 
•Salon/Spa 

1st Facility 
1009 Philadelphia Rd 

Joppa, MD. 21085 
410-671-PLAY (7529) 

 
 

2nd Facility 
246 Cockeysville Road 

Cockeysville, MD. 21030  
410-773-PLAY (7529) www.bestfriendsfurever.com 

 Pet Care

 FinanCiaL attOrney 

 aDvertiSe here
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