
New York Says 
‘Yes’ to Marriage 

Equality

On June 24, New York became 
the sixth state, plus the District of 
Columbia, to sanction marriage equal-
ity. Governor Andrew Cuomo signed 

the measure that night. It will take ef-
fect on July 24.

New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said this was “a historic tri-
umph for equality and freedom.”

President Obama fell short of a full 
endorsement saying, “New York is do-
ing exactly what democracies are sup-
posed to do. There is a debate, there 
is a deliberation about what it means 
here in New York to treat people fair-
ly in the eyes of the law and that is – 
look, that’s the power of our democrat-
ic system.”

Joe Solmonese, president of the 
Human Rights Campaign, said that 
“Today’s victory is made even sweet-
er by the fact that organizations were 
able to rally around a common goal, 
work hard and deliver a huge win for 
civil and human rights.”

National organizations led by HRC 
and Freedom to Marry and the Log 
Cabin Republicans joined with New 
York based groups Empire State Pride 
Agenda and Marriage Equality New 
York in a coalition that raised $2 mil-
lion to secure this historic legislation. 

In a press statement issued after 
the vote HRC emphasized the impor-
tance teamwork among organizations, 
field organizers, and constituents in 
achieving the victory.

 “Working in close coordination 
with a tight-knit coalition, HRC’s na-
tional field director, Marty Rouse, led 
one of the largest legislative advocacy 
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In addition, a variety of bars were rep-
resented, and assorted titleholders – drag 
and leather – were seen waving and blowing 
kisses from convertibles. Transgender activ-
ist Sandy Rawls was this year’s grand mar-
shall, and Delegate Mary Washington served 
as the honorary grand marshall.

There were a few new additions to the 
procession this year. Included among those 
were such establishments as The Lodge 
and Backdoor Lounge, candidates for City 
Council Odette Ramos and Jason Curtis, 
and the new Free State Legal Project, just 
to name a few.

Marchers, floats, trucks, and cars mean-
dered up Charles Street with many folks toss-

When Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake was spotted wearing stilettos prior to 
the event, one might have assumed she was 
going to compete in a high-heel race. Alas, 
she did not partake in any such race, but 
joined in the parade instead, stepping away 
temporarily from the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors to show support. The Flip-Flop Race 
was won by Jay Cruze.

Following that event, the excitement 
was building for the largest ever Baltimore 
Pride Parade. This year there were 71 en-
tries as compared to last year’s 66. The pa-
rade units included a variety of LGBT and 
LGBT-friendly organizations and companies, 
causes, health groups, the renowned DC 
Drummers and politicians. 

BY SteVe Charing
On June 18-19 Baltimore celebrated its 
36th annual Pride weekend without a hitch. 
Braving the sticky weather, thousands of 
LGBT folks, friends, families and allies 
flocked to the Mount Vernon “Gayborhood” 
on Saturday and then the next day to Druid 
Hill Park to enjoy the festivities. 

Saturday’s events kicked off with a Flip-
Flop Race – a variation of the traditional High 
Heel Race. This change came as a surprise. —continued on page 3

Baltimore Pride, 2011  photo: courtesy of JW Photos
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As we start the summer season 
in earnest, there are some very 
positive developments in our 
quest for equality. I would like 
to comment on a few of them. 

Start spreading the news. 
The big item was the passage 
and signing into law of a mar-
riage equality bill in the Empire 
State. The action taken by the 
New York State Senate (33 to 
29) and the heroic leadership 
of Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, the previous two 
governors, the strength of oth-
er courageous senators and as-
semblymen including Republicans, the hard 
work of LGBT organizations and the many 
people who supported the effort led to this sig-
nificant victory. 

The initial celebrations aptly occurred in 
front of the Stonewall Inn. The major party 
took place during the well-timed Pride pa-
rade that Sunday.

The contrast between the leadership, 
courage and conviction of Governor Cuomo 
and Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley is 
instructive. Where the resolute Cuomo per-
sonally and publicly lobbied for the passage 
of the bill, O’Malley held some “behind-the-
scenes” conversations with lawmakers but 
then ruined it all by stating that the people 
should decide. The Washington Post edito-
rial board commented: “As we learned in NY, 
legislation of this significance needs more 
than rhetorical hand-holding by the gover-
nor. It needs determined leadership.”

happy Pride. Hats off to the GLCCB 
for a dazzling weekend of Pride celebra-
tions in Baltimore. Thousands participated 
in the two-day celebration, and considering 
the GLCCB’s executive director, Craig Wiley, 
had resigned at the end of April, the extrava-
ganza was run smoothly. 

Kudos to GLCCB president Trevor Ankeny; 
Gary Wolnitzek, director of programming and 
operations who functioned as the fourth Pride 
coordinator in as many years; Donald Young, 
parade coordinator; and the legions of volun-
teers for their outstanding work.

Personally, I enjoy the festival’s laid back 
atmosphere most, but who doesn’t love a 
fabulous parade? I want to thank the many 
visitors to the baltimore outloud booth who 
offered encouragement and thanked us for 
our service to the community.

rainbows replacing purple and black. 
A sad consequence from the NFL lockout was 
the cancellation of Baltimore Ravens’ open 
practices that are normally held at McDaniel 

College in Westminster. 
However, the Carroll County 
city held its first Diversity 
Awareness Weekend on June 
25-26 at the St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ, an open and 
affirming church. Open and 
Affirming is a movement within 
the United Church of Christ that 
welcomes people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identi-
ties There were exhibits, panel 
discussions, films, workshops 
and music at the event. 

And of no small conse-
quence Mayor Kevin Utz pro-
claimed Diversity Weekend in 

Westminster. That city and Carroll County in 
general lag behind the more progressive ju-
risdictions in the state when it comes to LGBT 
issues. However, Thom Ballantine, a deacon 
and events coordinator at St. Paul’s, noted 
the county has become a lot more support-
ive of the LGBT community over the years. 

“When I moved to Westminster in 1997, 
it was like I was the 
only gay man living 
in the whole coun-
ty,” Ballantine told 
the carroll county 
times. “Now there’s 
a PFLAG chap-
ter and a welcom-
ing church, which 
shows the LGBT 
community that they 
don’t have to remain 
in hiding anymore.”

Still evolving. 
President Barack 
Obama spoke be-
fore a predominant-
ly LGBT audience 
at a DNC fundraiser 
in New York just a few days prior to the his-
toric marriage equality bill signing. After tout-
ing his Administration’s significant accom-
plishments on LGBT issues (repeal of DADT, 
signing a hate crimes bill, refusal to defend 
DOMA in the courts), he re-stated his posi-
tion on marriage that it’s still “evolving.” 

“I believe that gay couples deserve the 
same legal rights as every other couple in 
this country,” he told the audience. But he 
has not yet made that leap from marriage is 
only between a man and a woman to full mar-
riage equality.

The president’s reluctance to declare sup-
port for marriage equality has irked many ac-
tivists. They feel he is too cautious on an issue 
that is gaining public support and that they be-

lieve is a position he supports deep down.
In a recent editorial, the baltimore Sun 

asserted that if the president declared his 
support for marriage equality, it would be 
beneficial to the movement in Maryland. He 
would have more sway than any other leader 
with religious African-Americans who largely 
oppose marriage for same-sex couples. The 
president could be a difference-maker in the 
2012 General Assembly if he comes around 
given that our efforts failed this year by only 
a couple of votes in the House of Delegates.

a good night out. The 7th annual Night 
out with the Nationals on June 21 was spe-
cial on many levels. Nearly 3,400 LGBT folks 
attended the game between the Washington 
Nationals and Seattle Mariners, which was 
won by the home team 6-5 in a stunning 
come-from-behind walk-off victory. 

Daniel Hernandez, the intern credited 
with helping to save Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords’ life in Tucson, and who was hailed 
as a hero by President Obama, threw out 
the ceremonial first pitch at Nationals Park. 
Openly gay John Berry, director of the 

Office of Personnel 
Management and 
Amanda Simpson, the 
first openly transgen-
der presidential ap-
pointee, were also on 
hand. The Gay Men’s 
Chorus performed the 
National Anthem prior 
to the game.

Plans are afoot 
to hold the first ever 
Night Out with the O’s 
this September. Stay 
tuned.

it was only a 
joke. Finally, it was 
gratifying to see co-
median Tracy Morgan 

publicly apologize for his tasteless jokes 
about gays and lesbians in a supposed com-
edy routine at Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium. 
Most serious was his irresponsible com-
ment that he would stab his son to death if 
he turned out to be gay or had a “gay voice.”

But Morgan did profusely apologize. He 
partnered with the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation. He met with homeless 
gay teens and a mother who lost her child to 
anti-gay violence. He swore up and down that 
he didn’t have an anti-gay bone in his body.

This, in itself, is progress. Imagine such 
contriteness from the late anti-gay comic 
Sam Kinison? t

Steve charing’s outspoken blog is at 
www.Stevecharing.blogspot.com. 

“Where the resolute 
Cuomo personally and 
publicly lobbied for 
the passage of the bill, 
O’Malley held some 
‘behind-the-scenes’ 
conversations with 
lawmakers but then 
ruined it all by stating 
that the people should 
decide.”
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ing confetti, candy, beads and condoms to the 
packed, cheering crowd that lined both sides 
of the street – in some places 5 deep or more.

“This has to be the largest crowd ever,” ob-
served one of the marchers. It certainly seemed 
that way as more people than ever gathered 
at the early part of the route. Typically, the 
area where the march commences at Charles 
Street is thin with spectators. This year there 
was an appreciable increase.

Creative, colorful costumes were evident 
throughout the parade and among the spec-
tators. Some wore less than others as is typi-
cal in such an environment. Overall, it was an 
incredible sight.

The parade was ably emceed by the al-
ways outrageous Ms. Shawnna Alexander 
and Donald Young, who was the parade 
coordinator for the second year in a row. “I 
felt that this year’s Pride Parade was so full 
of community love,” Young told baltimore 
outloud. “Everyone in this year’s Parade 
was just amazing to work with and I am so 
very proud of everyone who took part, and 
the judges did an amazing job.”

The winning parade entries were: Miss 
Gay Maryland America 2011 Chi Chi Ray 
Colby (Best Car); AIDS Action Baltimore 
(Best Float); and Charm City Kitty Club (Best 
Walking Group).

Young added: “A very special thank-you 
to The Drinkery for allowing the Judges to 
have our very first annual judges breakfast 
there and to Mr. Bob Viau for organizing it 
and cooking all the delicious food.”

Following the completion of the hour-long 
parade, the famous block party kicked in. An 
estimated 7,500 participated according to a 
Baltimore City Police Department estimate. 
Vendor booths lined up along an ever-narrow-
ing Eager Street making the short journey up 
and down the street a challenge in navigation. 

Food, beer and pride trinkets were sold 
and sold and sold. Hot bartenders from 
Grand Central and Club Hippo helped ser-
vice the thirsty crowd. 

There was also a Family Zone at the 
block party as well as the gyrating beats 
from DJ Alex Funk up Eager Street to aug-
ment the entertainment from the stage at 
Charles Street.

On the big stage a bevy of performers 
entertained the crowd. Araya Sparks, Charm 
City Boys, Mystique Madison Summers, 
Solomon and Sue Nami were among them, 
as were the King and Queen of Pride, DJ 
Khumeleon and headliner Deborah Cox.

The venue moved to Druid Hill Park for 

Sunday’s festival. Counters at the gate es-
timated 5,000 in attendance throughout the 
day. Although the number of booths was no-
ticeably down from last year, there were still 
plenty of opportunities to support LGBT or-
ganizations, political candidates and other 
vendors anxious to grab your attention.

“I feel that the lower number of vendors 
this year at the festival on Sunday compared 
to the year prior is largely a result of the down 
economy,” explained Gary Wolnitzek, direc-
tor of programming and operations, GLCCB, 
who filled in as pride coordinator. “The ma-
jority of vendors at the Festival are non-profit 
organizations, and when there is a recession 
non-profits feel the effects doubly through 
a decrease in individual donations and de-
creased grant opportunities. However, we 
had an increase in the number of vendors 
who were at the Block Party on Saturday 
compared to Pride 2010.”

Entertainment in the park was abun-
dant as well. Hosted by Karl Marks, the per-
formers on the main stage included the New 
Wave Singers, the Charm City Kitty Club, 
the Coolots, Battina Schelker, Poor Eve, The 
Pushovers, and other acts.

The Lady Lisa Stage, which was estab-
lished to honor the late beloved performer, was 
extremely popular with the festival’s attendees. 
Well-known local performers Tia Chambers, 
Chi Chi Ray Colby Misty Barfly, Marketta 
Minett Buffet, Ada Buffet, Anastacia Amor, J. 
Paul Appel, Gracie Freebush and a host of oth-
ers performed in an energetic five-hour show.

The festival received a positive review 
from a DC resident. “Baltimore Pride feels 
so much more authentic than DC Pride,” said 
Matthew Streib. “DC Pride [Capital Pride] 
is manicured, corporate and fake-tanned. 
Baltimore is ethnically diverse, full of drag 
queens, kitschy.”

But not everyone was pleased. Donna 
Simone Plamondon, a transgender activist, 
posted on Facebook: “Searched high and 
low all weekend at Pride for trans flags, trans 
jewelry, trans pride bumper stickers, trans 
pride t-shirts. Nada, zero, nothing, zilch. 
Guess we are the lost children of the ‘com-
munity’. I guess we have to do our own Trans 
Pride.” 

But overall, those who visited the festi-
val seemed to be enjoying themselves. This 
is an older group than you would see at the 
block party. More couples, families, pets, 
sobriety and clothes were on display at the 
festival.

“From beginning to end, this year’s 
Pride festivities were a huge success,” said 
Wolnitzek. “We’ve received so much positive 
feedback from participants, vendors, spon-

First annual Pride Parade Judges’ 
Breakfast – From left: Jeremy Freed, Sandy 
Freed, Donald Young and Bob Viau at-
tend Pride Parade Judges’ Breakfast at The 
Drinkery on June 18. The Freeds and Viau are 
parade judges; Donald Young is the Parade 
and High Heel Race coordinator. photo: Steve 
Charing

sors, and the group that organized the drag 
stage. However, with any series of events 
over the course of three days, we have also 
identified areas we can improve upon for 
next year. We’ll be working diligently to ad-
dress those areas and build upon this year’s 
successes to ensure next year’s Pride festiv-
ities are even better.”

Baltimore Pride is the principal fund-

raiser for the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Community Center of 
Baltimore. It helps support an annual 
$300,000-$350,000 budget for programs 
and operations.

 “I will admit I was somewhat concerned 
with how well the GLCCB could pull off this 
year’s Pride festivities without an execu-
tive director and with many new staff and 
committee members,” commented Trevor 
Ankeny, president of the GLCCB. “However, 
I am proud of all the folks that selflessly vol-
unteered their time and resources to make 
the transition seamless and put on a fan-
tastic Pride event for the community. The 
community should be very proud of these 
individuals.” 

He added, “Because of their hard work 
the Twilight on the Terrace cocktail party saw 
record breaking ticket sales, the parade en-
tries exceeded last year’s numbers, and by 
all appearances the Block Party had record 
attendance. We hope that community mem-
bers enjoyed the event and we look forward 
to the community’s support next year when 
we produce Baltimore Pride 2012.” t

Four full pages of Pride photos are at 
pages 16-19.
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efforts in New York state history and the larg-
est field campaign ever in support of state 
gay rights legislation. An unprecedented 30 
full-time field organizers were employed by 
HRC across the state and generated over 
150,000 constituent contacts to targeted leg-
islators. To reflect the deep and diverse sup-
port for marriage equality, HRC also created 
“New Yorkers for Marriage Equality,” a vid-
eo campaign that eventually featured more 
than 40 iconic New Yorkers ranging from 
President Bush’s daughter Barbara Bush to 
Russell Simmons advocating for marriage 
equality.” 

Brian Ellner, HRC’s senior strategist in 
the state said that “Governor Cuomo has 
shown New York and the nation what lead-
ership looks like,” In recognition of the four 
Republican votes he said “The bipartisan 
nature of the vote is compelling proof that 
marriage equality is increasingly an issue 
that unites, not divides.

Moderate and well-respected 
Republicans countered the rancor of orga-
nizations like the National Organization for 
Marriage (NOM).

Assemblyman Daniel J. O’Donnell spon-
sored the bill in the New York State Assembly 
and Tom Duane in the Senate. Senator Jim 
Alesi, in office since 1996, was among four 
Republicans who 
supported the 
bill. He had voted 
against marriage 
equality in 2009. 
This year, howev-
er, he was an out-
spoken advocate. 
Explaining his 
Republican orien-
tation to a crowd 
he announced 
he was “born this 
way.” 

State Senator 
Roy McDonald, 
also a Republican, 
gained notori-
ety that went vi-
ral when he said 
“Well, f – it, I don’t 
care what you 
think. I’m trying to 
do the right thing,” 
in his support for 
marriage equality.

Deacon Keith 

Fournier, writing for catholic online said, 
“A new Edict from a New Caesar, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, insists that they bend the 
knee to the new order,” and referenced the 
Eagles lyrics “In a New York Minute, every-
thing can change. In a New York minute, 
things can get pretty strange.”

But Patrick Wall of the christian Science 
monitor wrote that “a Pew Research Center 
poll in May found that 64 percent of US 
Catholics say homosexuality should be ac-
cepted by society, compared with 58 percent 
of the general population.”

Equality Maryland weighed in saying “It’s 
time that Maryland joins the ranks of states 
who favor marriage equality for all loving and 
committed gay and lesbian couples.”

“While the Civil Marriage Protection 
Act was sent back to Rules Committee 
in the 2011 legislatives session, the 
bill moved further than ever before. In 
Maryland, we’re on the verge of true 
equality and Equality Maryland commits 
to the fight to bring full equality in the 2012 
legislative session.”

But Lou Chibbaro Jr. of the Washington 
blade pointed out last month it is HRC, not 
the local organization, that is poised to lead 
the effort for marriage equality in Maryland. 
He quoted HRC spokesperson Fred Sainz 
as saying “HRC is working with local and na-
tional groups to help build a strong campaign 
to pass Equality Maryland’s entire legislative 
agenda next year.” t

new YOrk SaYS ‘YeS’ 
tO Marriage eqUaLitY
– continued from front page

newS // NATIONAL 

State DePartMent Via VOa 
Voanews.com
The United States is joining human rights 
groups in hailing passage of a resolution 
by the U.N. Human Rights Council reject-
ing abuses against people because of their 
sexual orientation. The resolution, presented 
by South Africa, won narrow approval by the 
council in Geneva.

The Obama administration has made 
defense of gay rights a major agenda issue, 
and State Department officials say the reso-
lution is a major step toward making the de-
fense of such rights an international norm.

The U.N. Human Rights Council ap-
proved, by a vote of 23 to 19 with three ab-
stentions, a South African text expressing 
grave concern about abuses suffered by 
people because of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

The non-binding resolution commis-
sioned a global report on discrimination 
against homosexuals and trans-gender 

persons.
Though the language was weaker than 

some delegates and advocacy groups had 
sought, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, in 
written statement, welcomed it as a histor-
ic moment” to highlight the abuses that les-
bian, gay and transgender – or LGBT – per-
sons face around the world.

In a conference call from Geneva, the 
U.S. ambassador to the Human Rights 
Council, Eileen Donahoe, said the resolu-
tion transformed what had been an unspo-
ken issue into a legitimate, mainstream hu-
man rights subject.

“It is now on the map as a legitimate top-
ic for those concerned about human rights 
to be raising and reaffirming internation-
ally. And we think this is game-changer in 
terms of changing the culture, at least at the 
Human Rights Council on the topic of protec-
tion for LGBT people. Prior to today, it was 
almost a taboo topic,” Donahoe said.

US hails ‘Landmark’ Un 
resolution on gay rights

—continued on page 5
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For four days in late July, the Pride Festival of 
Central PA (PFoCPA) will bring together a va-
riety of activities and events all designed to 
showcase the community. Now in its 20th an-
niversary year, the Pride Festival of Central 
PA is produced by a board and committee 
staffed entirely of unpaid volunteers. Each 
year, the event attracts over 5,000 visitors to 
Harrisburg’s South Riverfront Park

In previous years a parade has been 
part of the community celebra-
tion, and last year Highmark Blue 
Shield was its sponsor. Although 
the parade has been discontin-
ued this year, Highmark has com-
mitted its $10,000 sponsorship to 
become the overall Central Pa’s 
Pride Festival sponsor for 2011.

“Highmark and PFoCPA have many com-
mon goals, including showcasing our com-
munity at its best,” said Justin C. Bacon, 
PFoCPA president. “With our 20th anni-
versary Festival drawing near, we are elat-
ed with the sponsorship assistance, and 
honored to be working with an organization 
that cares as much about the community as 
Highmark does.” 

Festival activities run from July 28 – 
30 at a variety of locations in downtown 
Harrisburg.

• Activities kick off on Thursday July 28 
at the Midtown Cinema, off Reilly Street in 

Harrisburg, with March On, a documenta-
ry depicting the 2009 Equality March on 
Washington

• Friday July 29 activities include two 
events, a showcase of LGBT youth stories 
with Nathan Manske from ImFromDriftwood.
com at the Midtown Scholar, off 3rd street 
in Harrisburg, and Voices United Concert at 
Market Square Presbyterian 

• Saturday July 30 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
will be the 20th Anniversary Pride 
Festival, Front Street, Harrisburg, 
sponsored by Highmark Blue 
Shield

• And, on Sunday July 31 
events will include a forum spon-
sored by the Stonewall Democrats 

at the Midtown Scholar and an evening with 
Spirits United Community Worship service at 
St. Paul’s UCC Church in Mechanicsburg

Additional details are being finalized and 
updated information can be obtained by vis-
iting the Pride Festival website, www.prideof-
centralpa.org.

The Pride Festival of Central PA pro-
motes awareness of and showcases orga-
nizations available to the LGBT and Straight 
Ally community, provides a safe environment 
for people to celebrate their diversity, and 
supports local economic growth by partner-
ing with the community and attracting indi-
viduals to Central Pennsylvania. t

newS  

20th anniversary Pride 
Festival of Central Pa

Supporters of the resolution in addition 
to the United States and South Africa, in-
cluded European Union and Latin American 
countries.

Among those voting against were Russia 
and several Islamic and African states in-
cluding Nigeria, which said the measure 
was contrary to the values of most Africans. 
Pakistan said the measure had nothing to do 
with fundamental rights.

According to Amnesty International, 
consensual same-sex relations are ille-
gal in more than 70 countries. The United 
States recently publicly criticized draft legis-
lation in Uganda, later softened, that would 
have made some homosexual acts a capi-
tal offense.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
International Organization Affairs Suzanne 

Nossel told reporters Friday’s U.N. action will 
not mean the early lifting of such laws, but 
will affect international attitudes.

“This does raise the political price of re-
pression and discrimination and violence. It 
puts a spotlight under it. It sends a message 
that the international community rejects it, 
that governments that condone and pursue 
those policies are outliers, that they’re are at 
odds with an international norm. It also puts 
in place reporting so that activists and vic-
tims of abuses have a place to turn,” he said.

The monitoring group Human Rights 
Watch called the Geneva resolution a 
ground-breaking achievement, and a bold 
step into territory previously considered 
off-limits.

The gay rights advocacy group ARC 
International said the measure breaks a si-
lence that prevailed for far too long, and is an 
entry point for further U.N. debate. t

US haiLS ‘LanDMark’ Un 
reSOLUtiOn On gaY rightS

– continued from page 4

2011 PRIDE EVENTS SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, JULY 17. Visit the Pride Festival of Central PA Vendor Booth at Reading Pride in Centre Park, Reading, PA.

FRIDAY, JULY 22; 7:15 PM. Pride Shabbat. Temple Beth Shalom, 913 Allendale Rd, 
Mechanicsburg, PA. Light refreshments to follow. Celebrate the light of Shabbat in unity, enjoying the beauty of our 
diversity. 

THURSDAY JULY 28; 7 PM. Showing of “MARCH ON”. Midtown Cinema, 250 Reily Street, 
Harrisburg. $5.00 Donation – Money Being Donated To Equality Pennsylvania.

FRIDAY, JULY 29; 8 PM. Voices United Concert. Market Square Presbyterian Church. Members of GLBT 
supportive and welcoming church choirs will be participating in the combined music pieces. Free parking in the Market 
Square Garage adjacent to the church for concert goers. $15.  

FRIDAY, JULY 29; 7 PM. “I’m From Driftwood”. Midtown Scholar, 1302 N. Third Street, Harrisburg. 
16 & under free / 17 & Older $ 5.00 Suggested Donation.

FRIDAY, JULY 29. Official Pre Pride Party. Liquid 891, 891 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg.

SATURDAY, JULY 30; 12-5 PM. Pride Festival. Presented By Highmark Blue Shield at Riverfront 
Park, Harrisburg. Featuring vendors and entertainment including of Headliner Kim English also performing is 
Mountain Road, M-80’s, Tom Goss and Darkus.

SATURDAY, JULY 30. Official Post Pride Party. Liquid 891, 891 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg.

SUNDAY, JULY 31; 2 PM. Capital Region Stonewall Democrats Pride Forum. Midtown Scholar, 
1302 N. Third Street Harrisburg.   

SUNDAY, JULY 31; 7 PM. Spirits United Interfaith Service. St. Paul’s UCC, 626 Williams Grove 
Road, Mechanicsburg, PA
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June 16] immediately after associating my-
self with a Seattle Out & Proud executive, 
Jarod Owen,’ Brotman told Seattle Gay 
News. ‘I don’t feel the timing was coinciden-
tal as Jarod is a visible member of the LGBT 
community and works with an organization 
that is openly hated by anti-Gay groups.’ 

The threats were directed at Brotman’s 
business and claimed they could get Healeo 
shut down by the city and that they would 
torment him through Yelp and Google.’ The 
email, which referred to Brotman as a ‘fag 
loving Healeo owner,’ read, ‘You and any oth-
er business taking those flags will pay a dear 
price. God himself will judge you however I 
will hurt your life before he can. Healeo will 
now be tormented through review sites and 
I will do what it takes to get you shut down 
through the city of Seattle. I can get around 
Yelp filters and same with Google. You will 
have so many bad reviews nobody will ever 
come.’ The bigot then delivered Brotman an 
ultimatum, ‘I will give you until Saturday to re-
move any fag flags from your store and then 
will commence taking you down.’ The email 
ended in a predictable fashion: ‘God hates 
fags and he hates you.’ 

Brotman’s immediate reaction to the 
threats was panic. The hateful email was di-
rected at Brotman and his business in re-
sponse to his support of Pride weekend 
and the Seattle Gay News’ A Flag on Every 
Corner project. Brotman made a commit-
ment to buy a Pride flag for any business that 
wanted one. When he had a number of flags 
left over, he extended the offer to everyone. 
The response was so great that he had to 
buy more flags for the giveaway. ‘After receiv-
ing the email, I immediately stopped promot-
ing the Pride flag giveaway out of fear,’ said 
Brotman. ‘It was a horrible feeling to know 
they had beat me, but I was just scared. After 
some time of reflection Brotman says he felt 
disappointed in himself for ‘failing to stand up 
to the pressure of the anti-Gay movement... 
So the promotion is back on.’ He also report-
ed the incident to the police. (Seattle Gay 
News – Shaun Knittel at sgn.org) 

Bethlehem, PA 
adopts trans-
inclusive rights law

Bethlehem, Pa – The Bethlehem City 
Council has unanimously approved a bill that 
prohibits discrimination on a number of fac-
tors, including sexual orientation and gender 
identity, making it the 21st municipality in the 
Keystone State to offer an LGBT-inclusive 
nondiscrimination law. Mayor John Callahan, 

BeYOnD the BeLtwaY

who introduced the bill to Council in the 
fall, will sign it into law, but a date has not 
yet been set. The Council adopted the mea-
sure June 21 after a nearly four-hour public 
meeting.

Adrian Shanker, vice president of 
Pennsylvania Diversity Network and the lead 
organizer of the effort to pass the measure, 
said that the excitement of the vote had yet 
to wear off. “It’s such an incredible, amazing 
feeling that a very large city like Bethlehem 
took this step and passed a law that will pro-
tect everyone in this city,” Shanker said. “After 
the vote, one person came up to me and dis-
closed their identity as a Trans person and 
said, ‘Thank you, I feel safer in Bethlehem 
now.’ And that was a great feeling.”

In addition to sexual orientation and gen-
der identity, the measure also prohibits dis-
crimination based on race, color, sex, re-

ligion, ancestry, 
national origin, 
handicap and the 
need for a guide 
animal. It also cre-
ated a human-rela-
tions commission 
to investigate and 
adjudicate com-
plaints. Support 
for the measure 

was vast as more than 100 businesses, faith 
communities, civil-rights organizations and 
other groups joined a coalition to press for 
the adoption of the bill. (Philadelphia Gay 
News – Jen Colletta at epgn.com))

12-year-old boy’s 
rape conviction 
overturned 

Columbus, Oh – In a unanimous June 
9 ruling, the Ohio Supreme Court overturned 
the criminal conviction of a 12-year-old boy 
under the state’s statutory rape law for en-
gaging in intimate conduct with an 11-year-
old male friend. The 
Ohio law categorical-
ly prohibits any sexual 
conduct with a person 
under the age of 13, 
without exception for 
conduct between two 
persons under that 
threshold. The prosecutor and trial court ap-
plied that law to charge one of the two boys 
with statutory rap... first degree felony.

 An amicus brief file by the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights, the National 
Juvenile Defender Center and the Juvenile 

Law Center in August of 2010 argued that it 
was unconstitutional to apply the Ohio law to 
a child under 13... member of the very class 
the law was designed to protect. The brief ar-
gued that giving prosecutor’s discretion to 
bring such charges against either participant 
was unfair and could be used to target youth 
who are perceived as gay.

The brief also argued that the conse-
quences of a conviction as a sex offender 
for a child are severely disproportionate, in-
cluding the fact that the conviction can nev-
er be expunged from the child’s juvenile re-
cord and that the child would have to register 
as a sex offender if he moved to some other 
states. The Ohio Supreme Court agreed that 
the law was unconstitutional as applied to 
any child under 13. (Q-Notes Online – David 
Stout at qnotes.com)

Marriage equality 
supporters protest 
Obama in NY City

new York City, nY – Just two days be-
fore a same-sex marriage bill passed the 
New York state senate and signed into law 
by Governor Andrew Cuomo, activists impa-
tient for President Obama’s evolution on gay 
marriage took to the streets while waiting for 
him to leave an LGBT fundraiser in New York 
City. Approximately 15 volunteers from gay 
rights groups Get Equal and Queer Rising 
stood against the 
barricades lining 
Obama’s designat-
ed route during his 
visit to the city. 

“As most peo-
ple know, Obama 
has consistently 
said that his ideas about marriage equality 
are quote, ‘evolving,’ said Christin Meador, 
New York State co-organizer for Get Equal. 
“We’re here to say it’s time to evolve already. 
. .For [Obama] to come to our state while 
we’re engaged in this battle … and not come 
out and support LGBT rights is unconsciona-
ble and unacceptable to us.” 

Obama’s first stop was the Democratic 
National Committee’s Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender Gala, a $1,250-a-plate dinner 
hosted by Neil Patrick Harris. While Obama 
addressed the sold-out event, the small 
group of protestors shouted pro-marriage 
chants and held two large banners. Tension 
was high during the event because the sen-
ate vote was pending. Obama addressed 
the bill at the gala, saying that the democrat-
ic process is “exactly what should be hap-

Feds establish 
LGBT refugee 
resource center

washington, D.C. – The Administration 
for Children and Families (ACF) announced 
June 15 the creation of a first-ever resource 
center to support the re-
settlement of LGBT ref-
ugees. The Office of 
Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR), a division of ACF, 
awarded a $250,000 
grant to the Heartland 
Alliance of Chicago to create this training 
and technical assistance center.

The focus of this initiative will be to pro-
vide: Resource and capacity development in 
key resettlement locations; Sensitivity train-
ing to network staff, including overview of key 
issues regarding newly arriving LGBT refu-

gees; Technical 
assistance in ser-
vice delivery; and, 
Development of 
best practices and 
orientation mate-
rials for refugee 
service providers 
across the country.

“As many of 
these refugees left 
their homelands 

specifically because of persecution related 
to their LGBT status, it is particularly incum-
bent on us to provide a safe and welcom-
ing environment,” said ACF Acting Assistant 
Secretary David A. Hansell. Many see this as 
another example of the Obama administra-
tions strong support of the LGBT community 
that stands in sharp contrast with that of his 
predecessor. (Q-Notes Online – David Stout 
at qnotes.com)

Seattle storeowner 
gets threats for gay 
support

Seattle, wa – The owner of a mod re-
tail space on Capitol Hill received threats last 
week because of his support for the LGBT 
community through an ongoing Pride flag 
giveaway at his store. Justin Brotman, found-
er and proprietor of the swanky vitamin and 
juice bar Healeo (1520 15th Ave.), received 
a hateful email on June 16 that shocked the 
businessman, a straight ally of the LGBT 
community. “I received the email [Thursday, 

COMPiLeD BY JiM BeCker

assistant Secretary 
David hansell
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walkers included Boston Mayor Thomas M. 
Menino, WCVB-TV StormTeam 5 meteorol-
ogist David Brown, and Haag. Online fund-
raising efforts also contributed to the 6.2-
mile Walk, which benefits the AIDS Action 
Committee. Haag wrote in an email to sup-
porters that the money goes “to provide free 
HIV testing to people at risk; to counsel peo-
ple struggling with their diagnosis; to edu-
cate young people about STD and HIV risk; 
to provide housing and utility assistance to 
people who aren’t well; and so much more.” 
Donations can still be made online at http://
bit.ly/kX6rfM. t (bay Windows – Hannah 
Clay Wareham at Baywindows.com)

BeYOnD the BeLtwaY

pening.” After the LGBT gala Obama headed 
to a DNC fundraiser in the Upper East Side. 
(365Gay.com – Blair Mishleau)

Boston AIDS Walk 
raises one million 
dollars

Boston, Ma – Organizers of the 26th an-
nual AIDS Walk Boston are optimistic that 
funds this year’s event will meet the $1 million 
dollar fundraising goal put forth by the AIDS 
Action Committee of Massachusetts (AAC). 
The Walk was held along Boston’s Esplanade, 
on the 30th anniversary of the discovery of the 
virus that would be known as HIV. 

“We are so grateful to our walkers, runners 
and hundreds of volunteers, many of whom 
contribute each year, who make this event 
so successful. Their efforts ensure that those 
most vulnerable in our community will have 
access to the vital services and support that 
they need,” said Rebecca Haag, President and 
CEO of AAC. “This money is vital to funding 
our policy work, client services, and outreach 
and prevention – all of which is needed to pre-
vent the spread of HIV and AIDS.”

The group of between 12,000 and 15,000 

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Abbatial Blessing of 
the Very Rev. Mother 

Meredith Moise

Archbishop Daniel Romanos of the Ancient 
Orthodox Monastic Eparchy of America and 
Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church, will per-
form the Abbatial Blessing of the Very Rev. 

Mother Meredith 
Moise on Sunday, 
July 17 at 2 pm. The 
ceremony will take 
place at St. Michael 
the Archangel 
Catholic Church, 
401 Pontiac Ave. 
Baltimore, MD.

Mother Meredith, 
who holds a BS in 

psychology from Morgan State University and is 
well known for her work in numerous social jus-
tice issues, will become Presiding Abbess of the 
Benedictine Hermits of the Holy Ascension. t

mother meredith is a regular contributor 
to Baltimore oUtloUd and significant voice in 
the maryland lGbt community.

rev. Meredith Moise

On September 13th, VOTE ODETTE 
RAMOS for City Council 12th District. 
Odette:
•  is a friend of the LGBT community who will fight 

equal rights for all, including same sex marriage 
rights and rights for transgender people.

•  has what it takes to advocate for improvements 
in neighborhoods

•  will bring the right partners together to ensure 
safe streets, spaces and neighborhoods.

•  has created and worked with several programs 
that benefit our kids, and will make sure there 
are more of them across the district.

“I have known and worked with Odette for 
over a decade on various projects. Her 
knowledge of lawmaking and advocacy at 
the local and state level will be incredibly 
valuable for the 12th District. Her tenacity 
and passion will serve the 12th District 
residents, and the City, well.”
DELEGATE MARY WASHINGTON

www.odetteramos.com
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More than 5.3 million KALETRA prescriptions  
have been filled in the US*

If you have HIV, ask your doctor if KALETRA could be right for you 
•  KALETRA may help lower viral load and raise T-cell (CD4) count

–  Some patients may develop signs and symptoms of serious infections they already have after starting anti-HIV medicines

•  KALETRA is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment response in people with human  
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1) infection

•  KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still get 
opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV-1

Models are for illustrative purposes only.

©2011 Abbott Laboratories Abbott Park, IL 60064
039-562914 March 2011 Printed in U.S.A. 

Please see KALETRA Use and 
Important Safety Information  
on the next page.

Use

KALETRA® (lopinavir/ritonavir) is a prescription anti-HIV-1 
medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
effective in children under 14 days old.

KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS and does 
not stop you from passing HIV-1 to others. You may still  
get opportunistic infections or other conditions that 
happen with HIV-1.

Important Safety Information

Do not take KALETRA if you are allergic to KALETRA or 
any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

KALETRA Use and Important Safety Information1
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medicine called a protease inhibitor that contains 
lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is used with other anti-
HIV-1 medicines to increase the chance of treatment 
response in people with human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV-1) infection. It is not known if KALETRA is safe and 
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any of its ingredients, including lopinavir or ritonavir. Skin 
rashes, some of them severe, can occur in people who 
take KALETRA. Tell your doctor if you had a rash when 
you took another medicine for HIV or if you notice any 
skin rash when you take KALETRA.

Drug Interactions:

The list of drug interactions below is not complete. You 
must tell your doctor about all medicines you are taking or 
planning to take, including those without a prescription, 
vitamins, and herbal products.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA: ergot-containing 
medicines, including ergotamine (Cafergot® and others), 
dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45® and others), ergonovine 
(Ergotrate®), and methylergonovine (Methergine®); 
triazolam (Halcion®); midazolam oral syrup; pimozide 
(Orap®); lovastatin (Mevacor®); simvastatin (Zocor®); 
rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®); 
sildenafil (Revatio®) only when used to treat pulmonary 
arterial hypertension; alfuzosin (Uroxatral®); or products 
containing St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

The following medicines may need changes if you 
take KALETRA: birth control pills that contain estrogen 
(“the pill”), birth control (contraceptive) patches, 
nilotinib (Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®), atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®), rosuvastatin (Crestor®), efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir 
(Agenerase®), fosamprenavir (Lexiva®), nelfinavir 
(Viracept®), phenytoin (Dilantin®), carbamazepine 
(Tegretol®), phenobarbital, sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil 
(Cialis®, Adcirca®), vardenafil (Levitra®), rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®), inhaled fluticasone (Flonase®), salmeterol 
(Serevent®) and salmeterol in combination with 
fluticasone propionate (Advair®), colchicine (Colcrys®), 
bosentan (Tracleer®), fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, 
Fentora®) and methadone.

KALETRA should not be taken once daily if you take 
carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®).

There is an increased risk of certain problems when 
you take medicines used for the treatment of erectile 
problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), 
or vardenafil (Levitra®) with KALETRA, because the 
interaction with these medicines may result in an increase 
in their side effects, such as low blood pressure (dizziness 
or fainting), vision changes, and/or erections lasting more 
than 4 hours. Tell your doctor right away if you experience 
any of these side effects.

KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and  
a large amount of alcohol.

•  KALETRA oral solution should not be given to babies 
younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks 
it is right for your baby. Babies taking KALETRA oral 
solution may have side effects. Call your doctor right 
away if your baby appears too sleepy or their breathing 
has changed.

•  Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole (Flagyl®) or disulfiram (Antabuse®). 
You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA.

KALETRA can cause serious side effects:

KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions.

Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart can occur when taking KALETRA. 
These changes can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you already have 
a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types of heart 
disease, or if you take other medicines that can affect your 
heart rhythm while you take KALETRA. Tell your doctor 
right away if you experience dizziness, lightheadedness, 
fainting, and/or a sensation of abnormal heartbeats.

Liver problems, including death, can happen in people 
who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with 
liver disease such as hepatitis B or C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. People should tell their 
doctor right away if they have any of the following signs 
and symptoms: loss of appetite, yellowing of skin or eyes 
(jaundice), dark-colored urine, pale-colored stools, itchy 
skin, and/or stomach area (abdominal) pain.

Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis), which 
may be serious and cause death, has occurred in some 
people who take KALETRA. You have a higher chance of 

having pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your 
doctor if you have nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal 
pain, as these may be signs of pancreatitis.

Immune reconstitution syndrome may occur after 
starting anti-HIV medicines, including KALETRA. This 
happens when you develop signs and symptoms  
of serious infections you already have, which may 
require additional treatment.

Large increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in the blood have occurred in some 
people receiving KALETRA. The long-term chance of 
getting complications such as heart attacks or strokes due 
to these increases in triglycerides and cholesterol caused 
by protease inhibitors is not known at this time.

New or more serious diabetes and high blood sugar 
(hyperglycemia) have occurred in some people who 
take protease inhibitors, including KALETRA. Tell your 
doctor if you notice an increase in thirst or urinate often 
while taking KALETRA.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some people who 
take anti-HIV therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Increased bleeding has occurred in some people 
with hemophilia who take protease inhibitors, 
including KALETRA.

If you are taking birth control pills or using patches to 
prevent pregnancy, you should use an extra form or a 
different type of birth control, since birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy 
while taking KALETRA.

It is not known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. 
If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant, you 
should tell your doctor.

If you take KALETRA during pregnancy, you should talk with 
your doctor about how you can take part in an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry. The purpose of the pregnancy registry 
is to follow the health of you and your baby.

Do not breast-feed while taking KALETRA. There is a chance 
HIV can be passed to your baby through breast milk and 
your baby may have serious side effects from KALETRA.

Common side effects of KALETRA include diarrhea, 
nausea, stomach area (abdominal) pain, feeling weak, 
vomiting, headache, or upset stomach. These are not all  
of the possible side effects of KALETRA.

The long-term effects of KALETRA are not known at this time.

This is the most important information to know about 
KALETRA. For more information, talk with your doctor.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.  
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

If you cannot afford your medication, contact: www.pparx.org or call the toll-free number (1-888-4PPA-NOW) or (1-888-477-2669) for assistance.

For additional information about KALETRA, call 1-866-KALETRA (1-866-525-3872) or visit KALETRA.com.

Please see Brief Summary of Prescribing Information on the following pages.
Reference: 1. KALETRA [package insert]. North Chicago, IL: Abbott Laboratories.
* Since September 2000. IMS Health, NPA™, September 2000–September 2010.  
IMS expressly reserves all rights, including rights of copying, distribution, and republication.

KALETRA Use and Important Safety Information1
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KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Tablets
KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra)
(lopinavir/ritonavir)  Oral Solution

CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR FULL 
PRESCRIBING INFORMATION

Patient Information
Read the Medication Guide that comes with KALETRA before you start taking it and each time you get a refi ll. There may be new information. This information 
does not take the place of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment. You and your doctor should talk about your treatment with 
KALETRA before you start taking it and at regular check-ups. You should stay under your doctor’s care when taking KALETRA. 

What is the most important information I should 
know about KALETRA? 
KALETRA may cause serious side effects, including:
• Interactions with other medicines. It is important to know 

the medicines that should not be taken with KALETRA. 
Read the section “What should I tell my doctor before taking 
KALETRA?” 

• Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical activity 
of your heart. These changes may be seen on an EKG 
(electrocardiogram) and can lead to serious heart problems. Your 
risk for these problems may be higher if you:
° already have a history of abnormal heart rhythm or other types 

of heart disease.
° take other medicines that can affect your heart rhythm while 

you take KALETRA.
Tell your doctor right away if you have any of these symptoms while 
taking KALETRA:
• dizziness
• lightheadedness
• fainting
• sensation of abnormal heartbeats
See the section below “What are the possible side effects of 
KALETRA?” for more information about serious side effects.

What is KALETRA?
KALETRA is a prescription anti-HIV medicine that contains two 
medicines: lopinavir and ritonavir. KALETRA is called a protease 
inhibitor that is used with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people 
with human immunodefi ciency virus (HIV-1) infection. HIV-1 is the 
virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome). 
It is not known if KALETRA is safe and effective in children under 
14 days old.

Who should not take KALETRA?
• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain medicines. For 

more information about medicines you should not take with 
KALETRA, please see “Can I take other medicines with 
KALETRA?” and consult with your doctor about all other 
medicines you take.

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to KALETRA or any of 
its ingredients, including ritonavir and lopinavir. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking KALETRA?
KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor about all 
your medical conditions, including if you:
• have any heart problems, including if you have a condition called 

Congenital Long QT Syndrome.
• have liver problems, including Hepatitis B or Hepatitis C.
• have diabetes.
• have hemophilia. People who take KALETRA may have increased 

bleeding.
• have low potassium in your blood.

• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. Birth control pills or 
patches may not work as well while you take KALETRA. To prevent 
pregnancy while taking KALETRA, women who take birth control 
pills or use estrogen patch for birth control should either use a 
different type of birth control or an extra form of birth control. 
Talk to your doctor about how to prevent pregnancy while taking 
KALETRA. 

• take KALETRA during pregnancy, talk with your doctor about how 
you can take part in an antiretroviral pregnancy registry. The 
purpose of the pregnancy registry is to follow the health of you and 
your baby. 

• are breast-feeding. Do not breast-feed if you are taking KALETRA. 
You should not breast-feed if you have HIV-1. If you are a woman 
who has or will have a baby while taking KALETRA, talk with your 
doctor about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby does not 
already have HIV-1, there is a chance that HIV-1 can be passed to 
your baby through your breast milk. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and non-prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. Many medicines interact with KALETRA. Do not start 
taking a new medicine without telling your doctor or pharmacist. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe to take KALETRA with other medicines. 
Your doctor may need to change the dose of other medicines while 
you take KALETRA. 
Medicines you should not take with KALETRA.
Serious problems or death can happen if you take these 
medicines with KALETRA:
• ergot containing medicines, including:

° ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot, Ergomar, Ergostat, 
Medihaler Ergotamine, Wigraine, Wigrettes) 

° dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Embolex, Migranal®) 
° ergonovine, ergonovine and methylergonovine (Ergotrate, 

Methergine), ergotamine and methylergonovine
° Ergotrate Maleate, methylergonovine maleate (Methergine)

• triazolam (Halcion®), midazolam hydrochloride oral syrup 
• pimozide (Orap®) 
• the cholesterol lowering medicines lovastatin (Mevacor®) or 

simvastatin (Zocor®) 
• sildenafi l (Revatio®) only when used for the treatment of pulmonary 

arterial hypertension. (See “Medicines that may need changes” 
and “What are the possible side effects of Kaletra?” for information 
about the use of sildenafi l for erectile problems.) 

• alfuzosin (Uroxatral®) 
Medicines that you should not take with KALETRA since they 
may make KALETRA not work as well:
• the herbal supplement St. John’s Wort (hypericum perforatum)
• rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®) 
Medicines that may need changes:
• birth control pills that contain estrogen (“the pill”) or the birth 

control (contraceptive) patches
• certain anticancer medicines, such as nilotinib (Tasigna®) and 

dasatinib (Sprycel®) 

• certain cholesterol lowering medicines, such as atorvastatin 
(Lipitor®) or rosuvastatin (Crestor®) 

• certain other antiretroviral medicines, such as efavirenz (Atripla® 
and Sustiva®), nevirapine (Viramune®), amprenavir (Agenerase®) 
and nelfi navir (Viracept®) 

• anti-seizure medicines, such as phenytoin (Dilantin®) 
carbamazepine, (Tegretol®), phenobarbital 

• medicines for erectile problems, such as sildenafi l (Viagra®), 
tadalafi l (Cialis®), or vardenafi l (Levitra®) 

• medicines for tuberculosis (TB), such as rifabutin (Mycobutin®) 
• inhaled steroid medicines, such as fl uticasone propionate 

(Flonase®) 
• inhaled medicines such as salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol 

in combination with fl uticasone propionate (Advair®). Your doctor 
may need to change to a different medicine 

• medicines for gout, such as colchicine (Colcrys®) 
• medicines to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), such as 

bosentan (Tracleer®) or tadalafi l (Adcirca®) 
• pain medicines, such as fentanyl (Duragesic®, IonsysTM, Fentora®) 

and methadone 
If you are not sure if you are taking a medicine above, ask 
your doctor.

How should I take KALETRA?
• Take KALETRA every day exactly as prescribed by your doctor.
• It is very important to set up a dosing schedule and follow it every 

day.
• Do not change your treatment or stop treatment without fi rst 

talking with your doctor.
• Swallow KALETRA tablets whole. Do not chew, break, or crush 

KALETRA tablets.
• KALETRA tablets can be taken with or without food.
• If you are taking both Videx® (didanosine) and KALETRA:

° didanosine can be taken at the same time as KALETRA tablets, 
without food.

° take didanosine either one hour before or two hours after taking 
KALETRA oral solution.

• Do not miss a dose of KALETRA. This could make the virus harder 
to treat. If you forget to take KALETRA, take the missed dose 
right away. If it is almost time for your next dose, do not take the 
missed dose. Instead, follow your regular dosing schedule by 
taking your next dose at its regular time. Do not take more than 
one dose of KALETRA at one time. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of KALETRA, call your 
local poison control center or emergency room right away.

• Take KALETRA oral solution with food to help it work better.
• If KALETRA is being used for your child, tell your doctor if your 

child’s weight changes.
• KALETRA should not be given one time each day in children. 

When giving KALETRA to your child, give KALETRA exactly as 
prescribed. 

• KALETRA oral solution contains propylene glycol and a large 
amount of alcohol. KALETRA oral solution should not be given to 
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babies younger than 14 days of age unless your doctor thinks it is 
right for your baby.
° If a young child drinks more than the recommended dose, it 

could make them sick. Contact your local poison control center 
or emergency room right away. 

° Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take metronidazole 
or disulfi ram. You can have severe nausea and vomiting if you 
take these medicines with KALETRA. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get more from your 
doctor or pharmacy. It is important not to run out of KALETRA. The 
amount of HIV-1 virus in your blood may increase if the medicine 
is stopped for even a short time. The virus may become resistant 
to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• KALETRA can be taken with acid reducing agents used for 
heartburn or refl ux such as omeprazole (Prilosec®) and ranitidine 
(Zantac®) with no dose adjustment. 

• KALETRA should not be administered once daily in combination 
with carbamazepine (Tegretol® and Epitol®), phenobarbital 
(Luminal®), or phenytoin (Dilantin®). 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection. KALETRA does not 
stop you from passing HIV infection to others. Do not share needles, 
other injection equipment or personal items that can have blood 
or body fl uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or 
blood. 

What are the possible side effects of KALETRA?
KALETRA can cause serious side effects. 
• See “What is the most important information I should know 

about KALETRA?”
• Liver problems. Liver problems, including death, can happen 

in people who take KALETRA. Blood tests in people who take 
KALETRA may show possible liver problems. People with liver 
disease such as Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA 
may have worsening liver disease. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any of these signs and symptoms of liver 
problems:
° loss of appetite
° yellow skin and whites of eyes (jaundice)
° dark-colored urine
° pale colored stools, itchy skin
° stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis). Some people 
who take KALETRA get infl ammation of the pancreas which may 
be serious and cause death. You have a higher chance of getting 
pancreatitis if you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain while taking KALETRA. These 
may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Increases in certain fat (triglycerides and cholesterol) levels 
in your blood. Large increases of triglycerides and cholesterol 
can be seen in blood test results of some people who take 
KALETRA. The long-term chance of getting complications such 
as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in triglycerides and 
cholesterol caused by protease inhibitors is not known at this 
time. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia). Some people 
who take protease inhibitors including KALETRA get new or more 
serious diabetes, or high blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you notice 
an increase in thirst or urinate often while taking KALETRA. 

• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat in some people who 
take antiretroviral therapy. These changes may include increased 
amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), 
breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms and 

face may also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of 
these conditions are not known at this time. 

• Increased bleeding for hemophiliacs. Some people with 
hemophilia have increased bleeding with protease inhibitors 
including KALETRA. 

• Increased risk of certain problems when you take medicines 
used for the treatment of erectile problems such as sildenafil 
(Viagra®), tadalafil (Cialis®), or vardenafil (Levitra®) with 
KALETRA:
° low blood pressure. If you get dizzy or faint, you need to lie 

down. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, or have fainting spells.
° vision changes. Tell your doctor right away if you have vision 

changes.
° penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If you are a male 

and have an erection that lasts longer than 4 hours, get medical 
help right away to avoid permanent damage to your penis. Your 
doctor can explain these symptoms to you. 

• Allergic reactions. Skin rashes, some of them severe, can occur 
in people who take KALETRA. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
had a rash when you took another medicine for your HIV infection 
or if you notice any skin rash when you take KALETRA. 

• Babies taking KALETRA oral solution may have side effects. 
KALETRA oral solution contains alcohol and propylene glycol. Call 
your doctor right away if your baby appears too sleepy or their 
breathing has changed. 

Common side effects of KALETRA include: 
• diarrhea
• nausea
• stomach area (abdominal) pain
• feeling weak
• vomiting
• headache
• upset stomach
These are not all of the possible side effects of KALETRA. For more 
information, ask your doctor or pharmacist. Tell your doctor about 
any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

How should I store KALETRA?
KALETRA tablets:
• Store KALETRA tablets at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F 

(15°C to 30°C).
• Do not keep KALETRA tablets out of the container it comes in for 

longer than 2 weeks, especially in areas where there is a lot of 
humidity. Keep the container closed tightly. 

KALETRA oral solution:
• Store KALETRA oral solution in a refrigerator, between 36°F to 46°F 

(2°C to 8°C). KALETRA oral solution that is kept refrigerated may 
be used until the expiration date printed on the label. 

• KALETRA oral solution that is stored at room temperature (less 
than 77°F or 25°C) should be used within 2 months.

• Keep KALETRA away from high heat.
Throw away any medicine that is out of date or that you no longer 
need.
Keep KALETRA and all medicines out of the reach of children.
General information about KALETRA
KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. The long-term effects of 
KALETRA are not known at this time. People taking KALETRA may 
still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen 
with HIV-1 infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, 
herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections.

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those 
listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use KALETRA for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give KALETRA to other people, 
even if they have the same condition you have. It may harm them. 
This Medication Guide summarizes the most important information 
about KALETRA. If you would like more information, talk with your 
doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for information 
about KALETRA that is written for health professionals. For more 
information about KALETRA call 1-800-633-9110 or go to 
www.KALETRA.com. 

What are the ingredients in KALETRA? 
Active ingredient: lopinavir and ritonavir
Inactive ingredients: 
KALETRA 200 mg lopinavir and 50 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: hypromellose, 
titanium dioxide, polyethylene glycol 400, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
talc, colloidal silicon dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, yellow ferric 
oxide 172, and polysorbate 80. 
KALETRA 100 mg lopinavir and 25 mg ritonavir tablets: 
copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal silicon dioxide, and 
sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm coating contains: polyvinyl 
alcohol, titanium dioxide, talc, polytheylene glycol 3350, and yellow 
ferric oxide E172. 
KALETRA oral solution: acesulfame potassium, alcohol, artifi cial 
cotton candy fl avor, citric acid, glycerin, high fructose corn syrup, 
Magnasweet-110 fl avor, menthol, natural and artifi cial vanilla fl avor, 
peppermint oil, polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil, povidone, 
propylene glycol, saccharin sodium, sodium chloride, sodium 
citrate, and water. 
KALETRA oral solution contains 42.4% alcohol (v/v). “See 
How should I take KALETRA?”. 
2011, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
* The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners 
and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. The makers of 
these brands are not affi liated with and do not endorse Abbott 
Laboratories or its products. 
KALETRA Tablets, 200 mg lopinavir/50 mg ritonavir
Manufactured by Abbott Pharmaceuticals PR Ltd., 
Barceloneta, PR 00617
for Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A.
KALETRA Tablets, 100 mg lopinavir/25 mg ritonavir and KALETRA 
Oral Solution
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
Ref: 03-A465-R10
Revised: February, 2011
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In 1964, Presidential hopeful George Wallace 
said, “Integration is a matter to be decided by 
each state. The states must determine if they 
feel it is of benefit to both races.” The sen-
timent in favor of State’s rights was echoed 
this past month by the Obama administra-
tion in an official White House statement that 
said, “Although the President believes that 
this is an issue best addressed by the states, 
he also firmly believes that committed gay 
and lesbian couples should receive equal 
protection under the law.”

President Obama embraced the LGBT 
community during his campaign but he has 
yet to get off the fence when it comes to mar-
riage equality. His administration’s decision 
not to enforce DOMA is good in what it ex-

plicitly asserts, but it is dangerous in what it 
implicitly suggests; that the federal govern-
ment should stay out of the marriage game.

The State’s right’s mantra has long been 
an enemy of equal justice. When President 
Obama proclaimed June as LGBT Pride 
month he may have thought he would be re-
membered as an advocate of civil liberties. 
While that might not be as unrealistic as 
George Wallace’s statement in the 1980’s 
to the Birmingham News that he “would like 
to be remembered as one who opened up 
equal opportunity for all people,” it has a sim-
ilar lack of credulity.

Standing on both sides of the fence is 
both an undignified and uncomfortable po-
sition. Yet it is a gonad crushing reality in 
American politics. It is expedient, and it of-
ten works. However, historically it is usually 
counted for what it is, more so, for what it is 
not. It is not statesmanship, it is not leader-
ship, and it is not courageous.

In Maryland too we have an uncomfort-
able fence sitter in the Governor’s Mansion. 
In October of last year Martin O’Malley was 
telling the catholic review that he stood firm-
ly on the side of civil unions while he was tell-
ing Equality Maryland that he would sign a 
marriage bill. After the House of Delegates 
failed to bring marriage equality to a vote this 
year he said “I think an issue like this was 

The Fence 
sitters 

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

bound to go before the people in a referen-
dum, and I would have hoped that we would 
have been able to have accomplished that....” 

Leaving basic civil rights up to a popu-
lar vote was a cruel suggestion after hav-
ing been the guest of honor at the Equality 
Maryland Gala in October. When Neil 
Abercrombie, now Governor of Hawaii, was 
running for office he wrote “a constitutional 
democracy does not leave the civil rights of 
a minority up to the political fashion of the 
moment.” Maryland’s Governor should take 
his courage, and that of New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo to heart as we face the next 
legislative session. 

Speaking while running for Governor 
last year Mr. Cuomo had said, “I don’t want 
to be the governor who just proposes mar-
riage equality. I don’t want to be the gover-
nor who lobbies for marriage equality. I don’t 
want to be the governor who fights for mar-
riage equality. I want to be the governor who 
signs the law that makes equality a reality in 
the state of New York.”

His courageous stance should serve as 
an example to Mr. O’Malley. Political cour-
age has shown, in the New York example, to 
have a definite political payoff. Dan Rodricks, 
in his June 27 baltimore Sun column wrote 
“On extending marriage rights to same-sex 
couples, Mr. O’Malley is a nothing man. He 

supports “civil unions” instead. He takes the 
lame position of pledging to sign a gay mar-
riage law if it passes, but does little to noth-
ing to make that happen.”

Henry Kissinger once said that the en-
emies you make by taking a decided stand 
generally have more respect for you than 
the friends you make by being on the fence. 
Not even his adversaries would have said 
that he was politically or diplomatically na-
ïve. Yet both our President and our Governor 
have failed the political courage test and risk 
losing their credibility among progressive 
voters.

Neither Mr. Obama’s State’s rights man-
tra nor Mr. O’Malley’s populist evasion will 
stand the test of history that will measure 
their place in these times. t
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Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, 
ordained Old Catholic priest, 

specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, 
home blessings, spiritual direction. For more 

information, 410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

BY reV. MOther MereDith MOiSe
I was awed by the site of thousands lined 
along the parade route at Baltimore Pride. 
Every color of the rainbow represented, peo-
ple were jubilant and just plain gay! Happy 
beyond belief, Pride is like Christmas and 
New Year all rolled into one. Amidst the rev-
erie, I thought about what this would look like 
in Annapolis. 

What if these same people showed up 
in Annapolis to call for marriage equality 
and Trans protections? What if the throngs 
of LGBT people and allies showed up in 
Annapolis to rally for equality rights and pro-
tections under the law?

I awakened from my daydream to real-
ize that only a small fraction of these folks 
even know what the stakes are for our com-
munity in Annapolis. Only a fraction knows 
about the marriage equality and Trans pro-
tections movement here in the Free State. 
My heart grew heavy as I began to think of 
the same faces that show up to lobby legis-

lators regarding these issues and the tireless 
hours spent by activist statewide to trumpet 
our movements every legislative session. 
Apathy is our greatest enemy.

It is easy to show up at Pride - the larg-
est crowds present a great place to hide 
out in the open if one is closeted. Even for 
those who are not, Pride offers an opportu-
nity to relax, catch up with old friends and 
to truly celebrate and affirm our community. 
However, the party cannot continue to take 
place without action for our common good. 
Our visibility in the state capitol shows our 
strength and our courage, true sources of 
pride and resilience!

I believe the good times should roll - and 
we should celebrate who we are. We are an 
extraordinary people with a magnificent his-
tory. However, can we party with a purpose? 
Can we get our groove on while standing up 
for ourselves? Our freedom depends on our 
action. The ball is in our court. Mobilize and 
organize! t

Thousands at Pride Does Not 
Equal Victory in Annapolis e. hUngerFOrD 

anD CathY Brennan
Something has gotten lost on the way to lib-
eration for the GLBT community – females. 
Females have been the backbone of the move-
ment, with lesbians playing key roles in the 
1980s fighting the “Gay Plague” of their gay male 
brothers, working to repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, 
and fighting for anti-discrimination protections at 
the state and national level. Lesbians deserve a 
pat on the back for their contributions, and the 
gratitude of their GBT brethren.

Lesbians also deserve recognition with 
regard to state legislation that has been ad-
vanced in the last 15 years by GLBT civ-
il rights organizations, most notably the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, to 
ban discrimination based on “gender identi-
ty.” “Gender identity” sounds like a great con-
cept; and one that – you would think – lesbi-
ans should embrace, as lesbians know full 
well the harm caused by sex stereotyping. 
But the gender identity legislation presents 
two fundamental problems for all females, 
and for lesbians in particular.

First, we are female. As females – like all 
females – we are vulnerable to harm based 
on our biology. Humans are a sexually dimor-
phic species. Females and males are repro-
ductively different. Yes, there are Intersex 
folks, and we do not deny their existence, 
but it is not a female’s “brain sex” that puts 
her at risk of sex-based male violence. It is 
her reproductive capacity. When females are 
raped by males, we suffer all the physical 
and emotional traumas associated with rape, 
in addition to the potential for impregnation. 

This is a massive problem for females, 
who represent approximately half of the 
world population. We live in a rape culture. 
Females are assumed de facto available 
to males. Indeed, even Bristol Palin writes 
in her new autobiography about her “magi-
cal” first sexual experience – and it turns out 
she was drunk and not conscious. Some of 
us call that, well, rape. But no matter what 
you call it, female sexual assault is alarming-
ly common. So common, in fact, that Bristol 
Palin’s story is barely scandalous. It is a tes-
tament to why we, as a GLBT movement, 
should care about female reproductive vul-
nerability and support legal protections that 
recognize female harm and harm potential.

Second, as females, lesbians have been 
subjected to all measure of sex stereotyping 
as a means to keep us excluded from full par-
ticipation in society. False assumptions about 
our biological sex’s capacity to perform spe-
cific jobs, for example, have been used to jus-

tify sexist stereotypes and marginalize wom-
en since the founding of this country. Lesbians 
know this all too well. Many of us transgress 
“norms” of so-called appropriate female be-
havior and appearance. For decades, mem-
bers of the lesbian community faced social 
censure, alienation, job loss, and sexual as-
sault for refusing to wear “women’s” clothing 
in public. For these women, defying gendered 
norms of feminine appearance is not cross-
dressing; it’s just dressing. Similarly, lesbi-
an attraction to other women in defiance of 
compulsory heterosexualit... term coined by 
Adrienne Rich, a lesbian and Baltimore native 
– is not reflective of lesbian desire to be male. 
Rather, it is an authentic expression of desire 
unbridled by social duress.

Gender identity, rather than rejecting the 
notion that there are traits associated with 
genital sex, instead elevates this notion to 
fact – that there are “gender identities” that 
go along with your biological sex. Rather than 
acknowledge that there is no “way of being” 
that goes along with your anatomy, gender 
identity allows anyone to “claim” a gender 
based solely on a willingness to adopt ste-
reotypical mannerisms, appearance or “be-
havior” of the opposite sex.

As lesbians, we accept “gender identity” 
as a means to provide protections to the T 
under our umbrella. We also abhor irrational 
discrimination, knowing all too well the detri-
ment it causes both to the individual and to 
a society deprived of the full participation of 
all its members. But we need to draw a line, 
because lesbians endure – like all females 
– the specific harm that results when males 
run roughshod over sex-based protections. 
Women require distinctive legal protections 
that acknowledge both our biological vulner-
ability and the socio-historic context in which 
gender norms operate.

Laws that offer sex-based protections 
do so for a rational basis – the harm that 
females can and do suffer at the hands of 
males. If gender identity replaces sex, and 
“gender identity” allows every Tom, Dick, 
and Harry to decide “I feel female today,” fe-
males will have essentially no protection un-
der the law. We oppose irrational discrimina-
tion against transwomen – but in their desire 
to use the ladies’ room, we kindly ask that 
they shut the door quickly behind them. A 
narrow definition of gender identity accom-
plishes this. Limiting the protections of “gen-
der identity” to people committed to transi-
tioning with a medical need to do so properly 
weighs the interests of all community mem-
bers under our colorful umbrella. t

Difference Exists

Unless we make that happen!

thinking OUt LOUD
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heaLth anD weLLneSS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Dear Reader, 
The HIV epidemic in the U.S. has been go-

ing on for 30 (thirty!) years now. Many of you 
don’t remember a time before AIDS, but I do. 
The worst thing that could happen to you from 
sex was (people thought) herpes. Eeeewww, 
herpes. Did you know that once you have the 
herpes virus, you will always have it? And even 
if you take medicine for it, you still might spread 
it, especially if you don’t use a condom? And 
you have to tell all your sex partners you have 
it and they might think you are, like, a slut? 

Today, one in four US adults, is carrying 
the genital herpes virus. Even so, people still 
worry about those same things, and feel that 
same disgust about herpes. Even though (al-
most) nobody ever died or even became se-
riously ill from herpes.

Everything I said about herpes, and a 
lot more, is true of the HIV virus. Why can’t 
we get people to be as worried about HIV as 
they are about herpes? 

Today, one million Americans have HIV. 
One in five of them – 200,000 people- do 
not know they have it because they have not 
been tested. And about forty thousand more 
Americans get infected every year, or about 
one new infection every 13 minutes. 

Less than half of American adults have 
ever been tested for HIV, and lots of those 
who have been tested have become infect-
ed since their last test but – since they don’t 
know that- they still can tell prospective part-
ners truthfully, “My test was negative.” 

Are you at risk? Almost certainly you are. 
when were you last tested for hiV? 

You are at risk if, since your last test,
• You had oral (yes, oral), vaginal, or anal 

sex and a condom was not in place on the 

penis for the entire time you were in contact 
with each other.

• You did not check the expiration date 
on the condom

• The condom had been kept in someone’s 
car or wallet/pocket for more than 2-3 days

• You had sex while under the influence 
of any amount of alcohol or drugs

• You used an oil based lubricant (hand 
lotion, massage oil, Crisco)

• You decided unprotected sex was all 
right just this once

• You decided unprotected sex was all 
right if it is only with your regular partner, 
even though you don’t know when your part-
ner was last tested

• You decided unprotected sex was all 
right if it is only with your regular partner, 
even though you or your partner have had 
other partners

• You let the condom slip off inside
• You decided unprotected sex was ok be-

cause this partner seems really nice and clean
• Or a hundred other reasons. 

everybody who has sex with any-
body should be tested for hiV annually or 
more often. Testing is especially important 
if you have had more than 1 partner in the 
past year and live in a high-risk area like the 
Baltimore-Washington DC corridor.

There are lots of places you can get test-
ed, often for free.. Contact your local City 
or County Health Department. Most Health 
Departments have the 20 minute HIV test 
that is done on saliva collected with a cotton 
swab – no needles are involved and you get 
the results right away. Ignorance does not 
mean bliss – it means anxiety, danger, and 
irresponsibility to your partner and to your-
self. Please. Go get tested this week. t

dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 
chase brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh md, chase brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., baltimore, md 21201.

Test Week? 
What Test? 

“Today, one million 
Americans have HIV. 
One in five of them do 
not know they have it”
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

“Value yourself as fine crystal, 
and others won’t treat you  

like dime store glass.”  
Marguerite Stucki

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. charles Street at Northern Parkway

Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraCeUnitedMethodist.orG

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America
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BALTIMORE PRIDE PARADE 
JUNE 18, 2011PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.
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BALTIMORE PRIDE PARADE 
JUNE 18, 2011PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.

BALTIMORE PRIDE BLOCK PARTY 
PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.JUNE 18, 2011
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BALTIMORE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
JUNE 19, 2011PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.
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BALTIMORE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
JUNE 19, 2011PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.
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BY ChUCk DUnCan
Ewan McGregor stars as Oliver, a 38-year-old with serious re-
lationship issues… like he can’t sustain one for a long period of 
time. When Oliver meets Anna at a Halloween party, they im-
mediately hit it off but Oliver’s past begins to haunt him, threat-
ening to derail his happiness. The source of Oliver’s problems 
are clearly traced back to his parents; a relationship that young 
Oliver always sensed just didn’t work. After Oliver’s mother 
dies, his father Hal reveals that he’s been harboring a lifelong 
secret – he’s gay, and at 75 he plans to live his life to the fullest.

Beginners is one of those movies that isn’t very easily pi-
geon-holed. Is it the story of Oliver’s failures at holding on to 
relationships? Is it a father and son story? Or a mother and 
son story? It’s definitely Oliver’s story, though, but it has many 
levels of interpretation. Through the film’s very non-linear sto-
rytelling, I perceive the entire movie to be a series of flash-
backs, or more like Oliver’s memories as we do hear him in 
voice over from time to time telling us what it was like in 2003 
or the 1950s or even during the gay pride movement of the 
70s. It’s hard to say that when we first meet Oliver if the year 
we’re starting at is the film’s present or if that is just the founda-
tion of Oliver’s story. I choose to just see it as a memory since 
it’s not taking place in our present day.

The fractured structure of the storytelling may put off some 
viewers (if they haven’t already been put off by the gay angle 
– and if you’re planning to see this movie you really should be 
prepared to see Christopher Plummer kissing Goran Visnjic), 
but it didn’t lose me at all. In fact, I rather enjoyed the early 
memories of Oliver’s childhood with his “free spirit” mother. 
That relationship would make a great movie itself. Mary Page 
Keller was fantastic as Georgia, a woman who manages to 
get thrown out of museums for “interacting” with the art and 
then telling people that Oliver’s appendix has burst… while 
he’s standing right next to her. I also would have liked to have 
seen more of the father/son relationship, more of Oliver’s deal-
ing with his father’s coming out and more of Hal’s own jour-
ney as a senior citizen finally able to enjoy his life (it’s nice to 
see that the scenes of Hal enjoying his new life are the happi-
est moments of the movie), and then finding out it’s all about 
to be cut short after a cancer diagnosis. Christopher Plummer 
is wonderful as Hal, and I would be surprised if he didn’t get 
some recognition come awards season.

Most of the film, however, is devoted to Oliver’s own fail-
ures in dealing not only with his personal life, but with peo-
ple in general – his friends, his clients, his father’s lover. 
We know that watching his parents’ lack of warmth for each 

We’re all just Beginners

LiVeLY artS // OUT ON SCREEN

other has certainly left an impression on him, but we’re not 
sure why he’s become so totally insular even with his friends 
(one would assume he’s still dealing with the death of his fa-
ther two months before we first meet him). Luckily, Mélanie 
Laurent makes an engaging and endearing Anna, and even 
with her own father issues you root for her and Oliver to make 
a go of it (even Oliver’s dog hopes the two will find love as we 
learn through some amusing subtitles).

The movie has some very funny moments, but even with 
the laughs there is still an overwhelming sense of melan-
choly. It’s certainly not the “feel good movie of the summer” 
but it does offer some hope for Oliver. I think director Mike 
Mills did a terrific job of bringing his own story to the screen, 
and I think the style – which I said may have been too arty 
for its own good – actually serves the story and the structure 
that he was going for. I like that the film doesn’t present life 
as all sunshine and rainbows, and that relationships can be 
messy and need work to survive, and that what happens to 
Oliver and Anna is left strictly for the viewer to decide. It’s a 
slice of life, or at least one person’s life, and how people look-
ing for escapist fare in the middle of the summer movie sea-
son will accept it remains to be seen. But if you’re in the mar-
ket for a movie for adults (absolutely nothing blows up except 
a few fireworks), something that will make you think and may-
be even reflect on your own life, then you should definitely 
seek this one out. t

Beginners is rated r for language and some sexual 
content. 

3607 FLEET STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

Baltimore’s
Favorite!

Happy Hour 

Daily 4-8pm

SunDay July 3rD
Happy 4tH Cook-out 5-7pm
$1.00 Hot Dogs • Hamburgers/Cheese Burgers With Sides 

Check us  

out on  

Facebook

From Everybody Here At The Quest Have A Safe & Happy 4th Of July

WHEN IT COMES TO LIVING LIFE

WHERE: THE BACKDOOR LOUNGE  @  5801 PULASKI HWY, BALTIMORE, MD 21205

** **BOY’S NIGHT
OUT!!!

WHAT:  BALTIMORE’S ONLY 
GAY MALE REVUE

WHEN:  THURSDAY NIGHTS. 
DOORS OPEN @ 8PM 
SHOW STARTS @ 9PM

PRIVATE PARKING, PRIVATE REAR  ENTRANCE VIA THE RED CARPET, IN THE BACK OF THE GOLD CLUB ADULT 
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX. PRIVATE PARTY, UPSCALE NIGHTCLUB/LOUNGE SETTING FIT FOR A KING, (AND ALL 
THE KING’S MEN). 

DRINK SPECIALS:  DOMESTIC BEER: $3    MIXED DRINKS SPECIALS: $5
PLUS FULL FOOD MENU, & GOOD TIMES!!!

WHY:  LET THE BOYS ... BE BOYS!!!
FOR INFO: 410 483 3356   
ENTERTAINER INFO: 443 922 9524
www.BackdoorLoungeBaltimore.com
FREE ADMISSION WITH AD UNTIL 7/7/2011
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BY gregg ShaPirO
At the forefront of the gay music scene beginning in the early 
1980s, Neil Tennant and Chris Lowe (a.k.a. Pet Shop Boys) 
have helped to define dance music for almost 30 years. 
So, it’s not all that shocking that the duo (as Tennant and 
Lowe) would compose a ballet score, as they did for the 
most incredible thing (EMI / Parlophone). With a stage mu-
sical (Closer To Heaven) and a new score for the 1925 silent 
film Battleship Potemkin already under their belts, a ballet 
(or something related to dance) would seem to be the next 
logical step. The orchestrated double disc set performed by 
Pet Shop Boys with the Wroclaw Score Orchestra (under the 
direction of Dominic Wheeler) is an instrumental affair en-
hanced by a few techno moments. Without having seen the 
ballet, it’s difficult to say how well the music fit the choreog-
raphy. But let’s be honest, there’s a choreographer within al-
most every gay man (and lesbian, for that matter), so feel 
free to move to the music in whatever way suits you.

If you only know Tami Hart from her early 21st cen-
tury Mr. Lady output then her new disc Social life (last 

bummer), under the 
Making Friendz moni-
ker, might take you by 

surprise. Beginning with “Situation,” a ’60s pop-influenced 
number in which Hart spells it out for you, she comes off 
like a female version of Hunx and his Punx. “Luv Cruizin,” 
with its “all your records sound the same to me” mantra, is 
a hypnotic hip-shaker, while “Don’t Make Me Cry” is a new 
wave tearjerker and reminder of Hart’s ability to wail with the 
best of them. Kick off your shoes and dance your ass off to 
“Something To Believe In,” the electro-fied “Symphony” and 
the Berlin-esque “Sexual Forestz.”

Led by out front-woman Maja Ivarsson, The Sounds 
continue to move in a more dance-oriented direction on 
Something To Die For (Arnioki / Side One Dummy). “It’s So 
Easy” has the ring of a tea-dance anthem, perfect propulsion 
for writhing, sweaty bodies on the dance floor, as it spills into 
“Dance With The Devil,” in which Ivarsson sings about con-
quering the planet with dance. The Sounds’ dance party con-
tinues on “Better Off Dead” and “The Best of Me.” As if to not 
alienate longtime fans, The Sounds still rock out in their fash-
ion on “Diana,” “The No No Song” and “Yeah Yeah Yeah.”

On “The Warning,” the second track from Voxbox’s sec-

iMusic: Queer dance party
LiVeLY artS // MUSIC

dance to it. “InHuman” features “26 Human Subjects,” includ-
ing Zander Mander, Marc Moder and DJ Greg Haus, sam-
pled and thanked for their participation. Other dance delights 
on the disc include “Techni-Cathedral,” “Cirque Électronic” 
and “Nocturnal Adventure.”

The best way to describe queer dance band Xylos’s style 
of dance music on their eponymous 1000x records disc is 
to call it gentle. Not that dancers won’t potentially find them-
selves worked up into a lather over tracks such as “Darling 
Dearest,” “X-Ray,” “Blind Eye,” “Too Late” and “Suburbia.” 
That’s a foregone conclusion. But the subtle pleasure of the 
disc is the way it gets your pulse racing without hitting you 
over the head with excess beats or various examples of stu-
dio trickery. There’s something organic going on here, mak-
ing the urge to move feel like a natural one.

Not surprisingly, talk about body (Iamsound), the full-
length debut disc by MEN, led by JD Samson (former-
ly of LeTigre) is an unabashed queer dance party. Like the 
best of LeTigre, MEN’s songs also give you something to 
think about while you are whipping yourself into a dance-
floor frenzy. Just try to resist the discussions that are sure 
to follow after hearing (and dancing to) “Life’s Half Price,” 
“Credit Card Babies,” “Boom Boom Boom,” “Take Your Shirt 
Off,” “Who Am I To Feel So Free,” “Be Like This” and the 
Orange Juice (the band, not the beverage)/Gang of Four trib-
ute “Rip Off.” Of course, if you just want to work your feet 
and give your brain a rest, there’s always “Make It Reverse,” 
“Simultaneously” and “My Family.” t

Lesbian singer and songwriter k.d. lang and 
her band the Siss Boom Bang will perform 
at the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall for 
one night only on Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 8 
p.m. This announcement comes on the heels 
of lang’s highly anticipated release of Sing it 
Loud, her first 
studio album 
since 2008’s 
W a t e r s h e d . 
Sing it Loud 
is lang’s first 
record made 
entirely with 
her own band, 
Siss Boom 
Bang, since 
the pair of al-
bums with the Reclines that launched her 
groundbreaking career more than 25 years 
ago. Please note: The BSO does not perform 
on this program. 

Since lang first hit the music scene over 
a quarter-century ago, she has amassed 
numerous awards including four Grammy 
awards, eight Juno awards, a Brit, an AMA, a 
VMA, and four awards from GLAAD. In 1996, 
she received Canada’s highest civilian hon-
or, the Order of Canada. lang’s unique style 
transcends genre, combining country, alter-
native, rock and even punk styles and her 
soulful voice prompted frequent collaborator 
Tony Bennett to remark, “She’s the best sing-

er of her generation.” She has also appeared 
alongside such musical luminaries as Roy 
Orbison, Bonnie Raitt, Elton John, Loretta 
Lynn, and Tony Bennett. 

More about k.d. lang
Nonesuch Records released k.d. lang and 

the Siss Boom Bang’s Sing it Loud on April 12, 
2011. Produced by lang and Joe Pisapia, it is 
the award-winning singer-songwriter’s first 
record made entirely with a band of her own 
since the pair of albums with the Reclines that 
launched her groundbreaking career over 20 
years ago.

This collection of songs reflects the or-
ganic, collaborative nature of the sessions, 
which took place at Pisapia’s Middletree 
Studios in Nashville. Many of the songs were 
recorded live in the studio and that energy is 
palpable. The lead single “I Confess” is one 
of three songs lang penned with keyboardist 
Daniel Clarke and Joshua Grange, who plays 
baritone guitar and dobro. 

In addition to the original material, Sing 
it Loud includes a striking version of Talking 
Heads’ “Heaven.” Pisapia, who plays numer-
ous instruments and serves as the band’s 
musical director, contributed the title track 
and co-wrote five songs with lang. Bassist 
Lex Price (Mindy Smith, Peter Bradley 
Adams) and drummer/percussionist Fred 
Eltringham (The Wallflowers) complete the 
lineup. t

k.d.Lang to Perform at Meyerhoff

photo: courtesy of BSO

ond full-length disc v.x/b.x 
(Tonecard Sounds), Nevin 
S. Hirsch pays tribute to his 
inspirations. And it’s a got 
a great beat and you can 

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE!
Box Offi ce 443.840.ARTS (2787)

OR ONLINE AT www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit 

COCKPIT
IN COURT

DISNEY’S CAMP ROCK
ROYAL COURT JESTERS:
JULY 8 TO 17

OVER THE RIVER AND 
THROUGH THE WOODS
CABARET THEATRE: 
JUNE 24 TO JULY 3
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BY COLin riLeY
In his latest novel, Arthur Wooten presents one heck of a 
family. There’s Trudy Martindale, the beauty queen runner 
up. Lex, her son, is an author living in New York City with 
his lover, Peter. Roscoe, Lex’s younger brother, dreams of 
hitting it big, but he’s stuck helping Trudy take care of Bert, 
his father, who is dying of cancer. Mona Lee, the eldest sib-
ling, is coming home to help heal her father with her New 
Age practices, while simultaneously fleeing the authorities. 
Junior, the second eldest, lives in the house behind Trudy’s 
with his overbearing wife, Clairese, and his daughter, Mattie 
Lee. Last, but not least, there’s grandmother Anastasia, who 
loves her grandchildren as much as she loves picking on her 
daughter, Trudy.

Wooten evokes every sense with his imagery. In the first 
few pages, I smell the pecan pies cooking, see Trudy put-
ting on her Shimmering Pink lipstick, hear Bert banging his 
tin cup for help to the bathroom, feel Roscoe picking him up 
and noticing how frail he is, and taste Trudy’s several glass-
es of bourbon. It’s a complete immersion for the main event 
that’s bringing everyone home: Lex’s birthday. Each charac-
ter also brings home a story to tell, and sometimes they’re 
funny, sometimes they’re painful. Lex cheated on Peter with 
a man he met on the subway, which leads to his terrible se-
cret: a life-threatening illness, although Wooten, with a knack 
for subtle twists and gentle turns, avoids the cliché go-to ill-
ness in this situation. Each story adds dimension to the char-

acter and his or her situation in the family.
While I was reading the story, I could see it in my head as 

a movie because Wooten’s descriptions are very cinematic. 
Yet, the cinematic imagery also came with a too-omniscient 
narration, revealing the irony or 
the emotions behind words and 
actions without allowing me to 
discover them for myself. When 
Trudy and Lex have a moment 
to themselves, she confides 
that she thought about reveal-
ing who the true father is of one 
of her children. Lex can’t tell if 
she’s being honest, and “what 
was predictable was that when 
her integrity was questioned, 
she was more than likely to re-
taliate with exaggerated lies.” 
This could be Lex’s own opin-
ion, or the voice of the over-
reaching narration. Then, Lex 
sums it up nicely when he tells 
Trudy that it would not bring her 
closer together to his sibling.

The homecoming is an im-
mense catharsis for everyone. 
Buried resentment and fights 

Just like Mama Made It
LiVeLY artS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

BY gregg ShaPirO
One of the most exciting debut albums of 2010, Special 
affections by queer Canadian musician Diamond Rings 
(a.k.a. John O’Regan) is being reissued by Astralwerks in 
June. Arriving just in time for Pride month, it’s the perfect 
soundtrack for all the parties and pre-parade brunches. A 
one-man band, Diamond Rings is sure to dazzle listeners 
on tracks such as “Wait & See,” “On Our Own,” “You & Me,” 
“Pre-owned Heart” and “All Yr Songs.”

gregg Shapiro: John, i want to begin by congratu-
lating you on getting signed to astralwerks. what does 
that mean to you?

Diamond Rings: It means a lot to me, more just from the 
standpoint that it shows me and what I hope more than my-
self is that it shows other people, other aspiring artists and 
musicians, that if you work at something and are focused 
and dedicated and just really have a passion for anything re-
ally, anything in your life, that it’s possible to make it happen 
and to make what you love doing into something that’s real 
and that other people like, too. They are rereleasing an al-
bum that I essentially made in my bedroom on Garage Band. 
And they are releasing it on a label that puts out albums by 
Kylie Minogue and Bryan Ferry and Pet Shop Boys, all these 
fantastic bands who have been making great music for so 
long and who also kind of are pretty technically sophisticat-
ed. So that to me, I guess, just reaffirms my belief that if you 

work hard and really concentrate on doing your best that oth-
er people will recognize that.

gS: will there be any new tracks on the June 2011 
astralwerks reissue of Special Affections?

Dr: There’s going to be a reworked version of “Something 
Else,” which was the lead single from the album. When we 
were working on the deal, doing our record label dates, or 
whatever you want to call them, getting to know each other 
before deciding things, they booked me on some studio time 
in New York and I did an acoustic version of that song with 
a piano and some other things, kind of live off the floor, and 
it turned out really well. I did a few other songs too but there 
was this one version that we really liked. That’s going to be 
on the record as a bonus.

gS: what is the genesis of band name Diamond 
rings?

Dr: Originally, it was something that I just thought kind of 
fit with the sort of brash kind of flashiness of the kind of mu-
sic and the kind of image that I was trying to project. A big 
part of what I was doing was and am still doing, it was kind 
of a reaction to what was going on in Toronto at the time. 
There are a lot of great bands, but there weren’t very many 
that were, I think, really striving to perform and do something 
glamorous and exciting. Canada is a really self-deprecating 
place. The name was meant to, I suppose, allude to this kind 
of quality that I found was lacking in the music scene here. 

I really like Brian Eno and I’ve been reading a lot about him, 
in a recent biography about him there’s a quote from Robert 
Fripp, who was one of his guitar players. He was comparing 
artists like David Bowie and Brian Eno and himself to dia-
monds. Which I thought was really cool. And he was saying 
on the surface level people just talk about how brilliant they 
are, and they’re flashy and bright and attention-seeking ob-
jects, but beneath that there’s a kind of toughness or hard-
ness to the actual material. Like a diamond is really one of 
the hardest rocks there is. 

gS: they’re near the top of the hardness scale.
Dr: Yeah, there’s something solid. It’s not just a flash in 

the pan or a sizzle without the steak, or whatever you want to 
call it. I really understand and appreciate that there’s a dou-
ble meaning to the diamond. And in a lot of ways there is a 
multiplicity of meanings to what I do as well. 

gS: were there other names under consideration?
Dr: No, that was always the name. I mean, I have a ten-

dency to come up with band names all the time, it’s like one of 
my favorite things to do. I’ll find a good name and be like, “Oh 
there’s a cool name for a band that sounds like this or a band 
that looks like this.” So, I come up with the name and more or 
less fit the concept for what I was going to do and what the mu-
sic was going to sound like around that, if that makes sense. t

there is more of this intriguing interview on the web at 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Be dazzled: An interview with Diamond Rings

come roaring out and the Martindales say exactly what they 
think and feel without holding back. A lot of tears are shed, but 
Wooten breaks up the maudlin tears with a joke here and there.

Despite the omniscient narration and the melodramat-
ic family feuds, Wooten’s story of a very real 
family rings true because this family’s imper-
fect. Everyone wishes his or her family mem-
bers could have turned out differently, but it’s 
also these wishes that spark the Martindales’ 
fights. Once they let go of the family mem-
bers they wish they had, they begin to appre-
ciate the ones they have. At the end, some 
Martindales leave Lex’s birthday celebration 
more fulfilled than others. But Wooten hits the 
right note with this loveable family; Lex doesn’t 
leave for the airport until everyone sees him 
blow out the candles on his birthday pie. t

Birthday Pie, by arthur wooten (iUni-
verse, paperback, 179 pages). available 
at www.iuniverse.com, www.amazon.com, 
and www.arthurwooten.com. 

colin riley is the proud author of WeB of 
deceit, which is premiering at red branch 
theatre in conjunction with the baltimore 
Playwright’s Festival. details can be found at 
www.redbranchtheatre.come and www.balti-
moreplaywrightsfestival.com
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A recent study from the Center for Work-Life 
Policy indicated that 50% of all college-edu-
cated gay people are in the closet at work, 
despite company policies that extend protec-
tion and benefits to them. 

In early June of 1984, I was a 23-year-old 
new employee of a large computer company 
near Boston, and I was awaiting my physical 
in an examination room. I could hear two of 
the nurses chatting outside the curtains that 
had been drawn for privacy. One asked, “Do 
anything fun for Memorial Day?” The other 
responded, “Yeah, we went to Provincetown.” 
The first one said, “Really? It must have been 
fun with all the freaks!” They both laughed. 

I had just taken my first vacation to Ptown 
that weekend. I said nothing to her… I left 
feeling the examination room feeling terrible.

I eventually decided on an overall strate-
gy for coming out: if a conversation nudged me 
close to lying or verbal gymnastics, then I would 
tell the truth with as much matter-of-factness 
as I could muster, acting the same way straight 
people do when they talk about boyfriends, girl-
friends, family, community, and hobbies. 

In the 24 years I worked in the corporate 
world, I never experienced discrimination 
or heard an anti-gay comment. On the one 
hand, I’m 6’5 and athletic, which may have 
kept some phobes away. But I’m sure it was 
more than that. Sometimes, I think that it’s 
like running away from an aggressive dog 
who’s feeding off your fear. When you turn 
and face it, it almost always backs off.

Although I think I stumbled on a good 
way to come out, I’m very glad that I was giv-
en the space to do it my own way.

As LGBT people, I think we are caught 
between two opposing truths. On the one 
hand, each of us needs to have the final 
say as to when, how, and why we risk com-
ing out. I totally get that. On the other hand, 
when someone remains in the closet, it limits 
the freedom of everyone else in the commu-

nity. This is a complicated fact, but the sim-
plest example I can offer is research showing 
straight people voting with us 2-to-1 if they 
know an LGBT person, and they can’t know 
us if we don’t come out.

One problem is how we’ve limited the 
coming-out discussion either to “it’s com-
pletely up to the individual” or “you’re a trai-
tor to your community unless you come out.” 
We need a better way of talking about this 
that will improve individual health and quick-
en the pace of social progress.

Here’s my suggestion: when talking 
about coming out, let’s draw a clear line be-
tween “safety” and “comfort.” Safety is about 
preventing bodily harm, serious emotional 
abuse over time, homelessness, unemploy-
ment, or the elimination of a career. Comfort 
is about resisting change, avoiding conflict, 
trying too hard to be liked by everyone, and 
an emphasis on immediate gratification, es-
pecially in terms of creature comforts. 

When it’s about safety, the community 
needs to butt out and leave it up to the indi-
vidual. When it’s about comfort, the community 
needs to butt in and invite that person to move 
past her comfort zone. Example: our commu-
nity shouldn’t be offering the same level of sup-
port to millionaires who risk the ability to make 
more millions with people who would be in-
stantly fired or kicked out of their homes. One 
is about comfort, and the other is about safety.

Remember the scene in the Academy-
award winning movie Milk, in which the ac-
tivist is handed the phone during the meeting 
and asked to come out to his parents right 
now! That activist was uncomfortable, but ev-
eryone knew he wasn’t unsafe: his coming 
out to his parents would not kill him, injure 
him, fire him from his job, or make him in-
stantly homeless. 

Am I saying that we should literally “hand 
people the phone”? Of course not! I’m talking 
about taking away the verbal “comfy chair” 
and replacing it with a verbal nudge.

Allow me to demonstrate.
If you’re “discreet,” consider being more 

real. If you’ve been “bi-curious” for five or 
more years, consider being just plain old bi. 
If you’re “straight acting,” try being simply 
masculine or feminine. If you’re not into the 
scene, consider visiting clubs and organiza-
tions just like straight people do in their com-
munities. And if you’re “on the down low,” 
please come on up for more air.

What was that quote from Harvey Milk: 
“You’ll feel sooo good, when you do!” t

learn more about coming out with grace 
and style at baltimorelifecoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Comfort is 
Highly Overrated –

come out!

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN

Strategic Management Consulting, LLC, a certified MBE, 
ensures non-profits, small businesses, and other groups 
run more efficiently in order to accomplish their goals 
effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net  443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
Strategic Planning Implementation, and Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
July 1 – July 30

July 1– 24
A Little Night 

Music at the 
Spotlighters 
theatre

Like a whirling 
waltz with roman-
tic partners moving 
through relationships 
in transition, some to 
an end, some to be 
formed, some mo-
mentary and some 
lasting, but all illus-
trating the vicissi-
tudes of love. A Little 
Night Music sweeps 
the audience into 
places of desire and 
thought, all inciting, 
and all forbidden. 
A Little Night Music 
claimed five 1973 
Tony Awards. Tickets 
Adults: $20 / Seniors 
$18 / Students $16. 
All tickets $10, July 
21 - 8pm. http://www.
spotlighters.org

July 3
Sounds of Pride 

Music tour: a show-
case of talent with-
in the lesbian 
community

The Sounds of 
Pride Tour provides a 
nationwide platform 
for artist to promote 
their music in multiple 
cities. The Ottobar at 
8pm, 2549 N Howard 
Street, Baltimore, MD 
21218

 
July 13

transgender 
issues working 
group

The input and 
perspective of our 
transgender support-
ers is absolutely vital 
for the advancement 
of transgender is-
sues, legislation and 
education in our com-
munity. The working 
group meets every 
other Wednesday at 
the Equality Maryland 
offices 1201 S. Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, MD 
21230). Free, regis-
tration required. For 
info contact owen@
equalitymaryland.org

July 15–17 
artscape: Mt. 

royal avenue and 
Cathedral Street 
and surrounding 
areas

A huge celebra-
tion of visual and per-
forming arts. The 
largest arts festival 
in the country, cov-
ering over ten city 
blocks. Presented by 
the Baltimore Office 
of Promotion & The 
Arts, Inc. Free. Visit 
http://www.artscape.
org

June 17 – 
July 2 

Reefer Madness 
at the theater 
Project

Tickets are $20 
for general admis-
sion and $15 for se-
niors, military and 
students. Inspired 
by the original 1936 
film of the same 

name. Baltimore 
Theater Project, 45 
West Preston Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201

July 17 
abbatial 

Blessing of the 
Very rev. Mother 
Meredith Moise

Archbishop Daniel 
Romanos of the 
Ancient Orthodox 
Monastic Eparchy 
of America and 
Byzantine Rite Old 
Catholic Church, will 
perform the Abbatial 
Blessing of the Very 
Rev. Mother Meredith 
Moise on Sunday, 
July 17 at 2:00 PM. 
at St. Michael the 
Archangel Catholic 
Church, 401 Pontiac 
Ave. Baltimore, MD.

July 
28–30 

Pride Festival of 
Central Pa

A variety of ac-
tivities and events 
designed to show-
case the communi-
ty, now in its 20th an-
niversary year. The 
Pride Festival of 
Central PA attracts 
over 5000 visitors 
to South Riverfront 
Park, and over 1000 
visitors to the pa-
rade in Harrisburg, 
PA. For more informa-
tion about the Pride 
Festival of Central 
PA, for more informa-
tion visit: http://pocpa.
prideofcentralpa.org

TOMMIE MATTOX
Dog Walker & Pet Services

 » Insured and Bonded 

 »  Daily dog walks/cat and small 
pet care

 »  Overnight pet sitting in your 
pet’s home

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 443.422.DOGS
TM@TommiesTailWaggers.com

TommiesTailWaggers.com
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Koco’s Pub is one of those places you drive 
by time after time but glance at it as you drive 
by but never go in. This family owned and 
operated quaint parrot-filled bar and restau-
rant is more than meets the eye.

When trying to describe the décor and 
atmosphere some people may lean toward 
“dive bar” or a neighborhood joint that re-
minds you of an island watering hole out of 
a Jimmy Buffet song. When you walk in you 
find a long bar, pool tables and a tropical feel 
from the parrot décor in this neighborhood 
hangout.

Now the food brings on a whole new 
meaning to this establishment. The main 
menu item that this place is well known 
for is the crab cakes. Kocos’s crab cake is 
made fresh daily by hand from jumbo lump 

Dining

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

meat and a family recipe secret that is only 
shared with the owners, John and Joanna 
Kocovinos, and their daughter Marcella 
Knight.

The golden brown crab cake is moist (not 
overly moist) and barely had any filling of any 
sort (just enough to hold it together) – it’s all 
meat! The size of this crab cake is as big as 
a fist if not bigger. The seasoning is perfect 
and not overpowering.

There are a couple ways you can order 
this crab cake (both at MP which tends to be 
around $20 – $25)

• Crab Cake Sandwich MP on a roll with 
potato chips or just with crackers

• Jumbo Lump Crab cake platter
Now this place tends to get crowded 

around dinner time so you may want to make 
reservations (especially Thursday night). 
And don’t be afraid to bring the kids because 
they have a kiddie corner full of toys and 
games.

Don’t forget to check out the daily spe-
cials from 5pm with a drink purchase (ex-
cluding holidays and eat in only):

• Tuesday – Wings $6.95
• Wednesday – Ribs $15.95
• Thursday – Crab Cake Platter $19.95 t

koco’s Pub
4301 Harford Road
Baltimore, MD 21214
410-426-3519

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

 

2 0 %  O f f   
F i r s t  A p p o i n t m e n t  

an eco-friendly salon offering  
color, cut, styling and full nail services 

opening june 1st  

L i s a  B a s t a  -  O w n e r / S t y l i s t  

tuesday– friday 10am -  7pm  
saturday 10am - 4pm  
3 0 2  w  3 0 t h  s t r e e t   
4 4 3 . 7 0 8 . 2 4 6 9  
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BY JeFFerY haMMerBUrg
The summer travel season often inspires 
LGBT vacationers to consider investing in 
a second home – or picking up stakes and 
moving to a new place they may have en-
joyed during weekend jaunts. But in 2011 the 
opportunities to make a smart, lucrative real 
estate investment are more attractive than 
they have been in many years. That’s be-
cause of a combination of cheap mortgage 
rates, highly affordable housing prices, and 
the strong potential for upward momentum. 

Along the east coast there are three plac-
es in particular that presently offer some of 
the most compelling and attractive allure. 
They are also among the best LGBT destina-
tions, and for that reason they deserve “Top 
3” status. One is way up north, another ex-
tends into south Florida, and there is a third 
centrally located along the Atlantic seaboard. 

#1: washington, D.C. – While Congress 
may have difficulty providing unified leader-
ship, the nation’s capital is leading the way in 
terms of its job market and real estate econ-
omy. The unemployment rate is about half 
the national average and continues to shrink, 
and Washington is the only city within the 
Case-Shiller 20-City Index to chalk up sig-
nificant house price gains over the past year. 

Meanwhile the Anacostia Riverwalk proj-
ect is nearing completion with more than 
20 miles of greenways, parks, hiking trails, 
and other amenities along both banks of 
Washington’s beautiful Anacostia River. 
The Riverwalk will connect RFK stadium, 
Kingman Island, the National Arboretum, 
and other destinations – including the new-
ly expanded and refurbished Arena Stage. 
Historic Arena Stage is one of America’s two 
largest performing arts facilities, second only 

to the Kennedy Center, and was the first re-
gional theater to win a coveted Tony Award 
back in the 1970s.

Upon completion, this gigantic project 
will add more equity to D.C., which is already 
poised to register healthy home price gains 
over the foreseeable future. Plus LGBT 
home buyers can en-
joy the fact that gay mar-
riage is legal in D.C – yet 
another example of how 
Washington is experienc-
ing plenty of positive qual-
ity of life improvements.

#2: Florida’s west 
Coast – In the wake of the 
BP oil catastrophe real es-
tate values along Florida’s 
Gulf coast took a hit. But they’d already suf-
fered a severe decline thanks to the sub-
prime mortgage crisis of 2008, which took 
a powerful toll on the entire Sunshine State. 
Florida was one of the states that led the na-
tion in terms of its extraordinarily high vol-
ume of foreclosures, and even the priciest 
markets like South Beach were hammered.

Now that the overall real estate market in 
the USA has found its legs and gained some 
traction, property along the Gulf – where 
beaches are returning to normal – is a rare 
bargain. The deals will not last long, though, 
because sellers are wising up and starting 
to raise their asking prices. The inventory 
along Florida’s west coast is also dwindling, 
but with values currently hovering about 65 
percent lower than they were five years ago 
there is plenty of upside potential. 

Florida always falls fast when real estate 
recessions hit the nation, but it also comes 
roaring back because it still has America’s 
most famous beach property. Plus the west 
coast is more popular with the over-40 age 

YOUr MOneY // REAL ESTATE

group thanks to its quieter scene. Currently 
that happens to be the fastest growing and 
wealthiest demographic in the country. 

#3: Boston, Massachusetts – For those 
who want to enjoy beaches without sacrific-
ing proximity to major northern cities, Boston 
is hard to beat. Hop on an Amtrak to take 

a summertime bite of the Big 
Apple. Or drive eastward out 
of the city and cross Boston’s 
threshold to have full access 
to Cape Cod. For a total get-
away take a ferry across to 
Nantucket Island. The tiny vil-
lage 40 miles off Cape Cod is 
one of the most charming and 
naturally pristine vacation des-
tinations in the world. 

But those who live in Boston have an abun-
dance of compelling reasons to stay right at 
home. After all, it is one of most culturally, ar-
tistically, and intellectually stimulating cities on 

3 Hot East Coast Real Estate Markets
for LGBT Investors

Because you’ve worked hard to create a secure 
and comfortable lifestyle for your family, you’ll 
want to ensure that you have a sound finan-
cial plan that includes trust and estate planning. 
With some forethought, you may be able to min-
imize gift and estate taxes and preserve more 
of your assets for those you care about.

A qualified financial professional and tax 
professional can help ensure you are mini-
mizing taxes and maximizing gains for your 
heirs. You can bring this four-part checklist to 
your initial meeting to discuss how to make 
your plan comprehensive and up-to-date.

Part 1: Communicating Your wishes
• Do you have a will?
• Are you comfortable with the executor(s) 

and trustee(s) you have selected?
• Have you executed a living will or health 

care proxy?
• Have you considered a living trust to 

avoid probate?
• If you have a living trust, have you titled 

your assets in the name of the trust?

Part 2: Protecting Your Family
• Does your will name a guardian for your 

children if both you and your partner are 
deceased?

• If you want to limit your partner’s flexi-

bility regarding the inheritance, have you cre-
ated a Q-TIP trust?

• Are you sure you have the right amount 
and type of life insurance for survivor in-
come, loan repayment, capital needs, and all 
estate settlement expenses?

• Have you considered an irrevocable 
life insurance trust to exclude the insurance 
proceeds from being taxed as part of your 
estate?

• Have you considered creating trusts for 
family gift giving?

Part 3: reducing Your taxes
• Are you making gifts to your partner 

and/or family members that take advantage 
of the $13,000 annual gift tax exclusion?

• Have you gifted assets with a strong 
probability of future appreciation in order to 
maximize future estate tax savings?

• Have you considered charitable trusts 
that could provide you with both estate and 
income tax benefits?

Part 4: Protecting Your Business
• Do you have a management succes-

sion plan?
• Do you have a buy/sell agreement for 

your family business interests? t
Woody derricks, 410-732-2633, is a certi-

fied financial planner. 

When Drafting an Estate Plan
Questions to ask when

the planet. The nightlife is amazing, the restau-
rants are legendary, and gay marriage is legal. 

Boston real estate is rather pricey, for sure, 
but the recent housing recession has made 
it unusually affordable – at least for the mo-
ment. Although home prices are creeping back 
up and the job market around Boston is also 
showing signs of renewal, there are still oppor-
tunities to buy low with a dirt cheap mortgage 
rate.

But if interest rates begin to rise there 
will be a flurry of loan activity and that could 
cause unwanted delays. So those LGBT buy-
ers who want to capture the best bargains at 
the most affordable rates should start shop-
ping now – not later. Once the mortgage 
market gets a little hectic it is easy for those 
rock-bottom interest rates to get away before 
loans are locked. t

to find real estate and mortgage pro-
fessionals who are fully dedicated to ac-
tive support of the lGbt communi-
ty, visit Gaymortgageloans.com and 
Gayrealestate.com, or call 888-420-moVe 
(6683).
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Happy Pride To Our Baltimore LGBT Families

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

CLIENT 
APPRECIATION 
COUPON
Your Realtor serving 
the Baltimore Harbor 
Communities for  
over 30 years.
COUPON VALUE $300
Redeemable by 
Sellers and Buyers 
when working with a 
Zimmerman Realtor.
Your Choice & Option 
towards the cost. 
Credit towards a 
Professional Home 
Inspection.
Credit towards  
a Home Warranty.
A donation to a  
charity of your choice.
Coupons contingent 
upon Settlement.
Coupon valid until 
September 2011

Embrace The Future....
Embrace Life....

Embrace Diversity
with Embrace Home Loans

Richard B. Pazornik, Esq. • www.embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Road, Suite 417 • Annapolis, MD 21401

richp@embracehomeloans.com • Tel: 443.600.1282 • Fax: 877.865.3021

embracehomeloans.com
Richard B. Pazornik, Esq. / richp@embracehomeloans.com

888 Bestgate Road, Suite 417 / Annapolis, MD 21401

www.embracehomeloans.com / Tel: 443.600.1282 / Fax: 877.865.3021

Windsor Hills - 2608 TalboT road.  
Unique opportunity! Incredibly private, 
this two apt house was built as such. 
Enjoy the additional income from the 
large 1st flr apt without compromising 
space and still have a 4 bedroom duplex 
owners unit. Both with fireplaces, covered 

porches, and laundry. Tucked away 
on a beautiful wooded and private 
.40 lot in one of Baltimore’s hidden 
treasure neighborhoods!  
Only $219,000!

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210
Office: 410 464 5500
Cell: 410 925 9330

Brian.Hannon@Prudentialcarruthers.com
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As the sun was setting on the first day of 
summer, I sat down at the D.C. Eagle to inter-
view the first Mr. D.C. Leather titleholder. Ron 
Moser of Washington was selected Mr. D.C. 
Leather 2011 on Friday, June 3 during D. C. 
Leather Pride Weekend. A Ms. D. C. Leather 
2011 title was also planned, but there were 
no contestants for that contest. These new 
titles were created to replace the former Mr. 
& Ms. Capital Pride Leather titles which were 
tied into the Capital Pride Weekend. Those 
titles have been retired. 

I always like to start at the beginning. 
Ron was raised in the Winston/ Salem area 
of North Carolina and now lives in the Logan 
Circle area of Washington. Like so many, 
he moved to D.C. for work and is employed 

by the government. He also saw the move 
as an escape from the conservative South. 
While living in the South his leather interest 
was piqued mostly by porn. When a monoga-
mous relationship ended he knew it was time 
to put himself back out there. He was now 
free to really explore the Leather Community 
in person. 

He began his journey by attending leath-
er events, leather contests, and eventually 
joined the D.C. boys of Leather. As he be-
gan to evolve as a leather man he began to 
feel that the D.C. boys of Leather was maybe 
not the right fit for him. He left the club and 
is now a pledge of COMMAND, M.C. I had to 
ask why he selected a Baltimore based club 
when D.C. has several wonderful organiza-
tions. Ron said that he was already an as-
sociate member of COMMAND and there-
fore already knew many of the members. He 
knew that he would have a good time with the 
men of COMMAND. 

With his passion for the Leather 
Community growing, it was time to step up 
and run for a leather title. Two years ago Ron 
entered the Mr. D.C. Eagle Contest. Although 
it was a wonderful experience, it was clear 
even to him that he still lacked the self-con-
fidence to be a leather titleholder. He contin-
ued to learn and grow. When he competed 
this time he felt much more comfortable on 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

stage. He was now ready 
for the next step. Although 
he has only been a title-
holder a short time his 
passion and enthusiasm 
shines brightly. He hopes 
to bring new people into 
the Leather Community so 
that they too can experi-
ence the brotherhood that 
he has felt. As Mr. D.C. 
Leather 2011 he plans to 
go to as many events as he can. He wants to 
attend not just leather related functions, but 
also more mainstream events. 

 Charity work is also a big part of being 
a leather titleholder and Ron already has 
several charities in mind. Ron beamed with 
pride as he added that he is on the Board 
of Directors of Naomi’s Close... rather new 
organization in P.G. County that provides 
clothing for homeless and underprivileged 
children so that they will have something to 
wear to school. (See www.naomisclosetin-
cofmd.org for more details) He also feels 
strongly about The Leather Archives & 
Museum in Chicago and plans to raise funds 
for The Center (D.C.’s LGBT Community 
Center). In fact, the President of the Center 
Michael Sessa is the founder of D.C. Leather 
Pride Weekend. 

Although not a require-
ment of his title, Ron also has 
his sights set on another con-
test. The new Mr. D.C. Leather 
was informed that he had 
the option of competing for 
American Leatherman 2011 
during ABW in Chicago or for 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2012 
in Washington in January. 
He plans to advance to MAL. 
Ron has been to Mid-Atlantic 

Leather Weekend at least ten times and 
is now ready to experience one of the big-
gest leather events from the other side of 
the spotlights. If he is selected as Mr. Mid-
Atlantic Leather 2012 he will then advance 
to the big show: International Mr. Leather 
2012. He is also well aware that even if he 
is not selected as MAL, he could still run for 
IML. He has attended IML several times and 
would love to experience the largest leath-
er event of them all as a contestant over 
Memorial Day Weekend 2012! 

For now, the summer of 2011 has only 
just started and so has our area’s newest 
leather titleholder. It is going to be a long 
hot summer, but for Mr. D.C. Leather 2011 
Ron Moser it will be another big step on 
his leather journey. I know that he will en-
joy the ride. t

Meet  Mr. D.C. 
Leather 2011

Mate/Lass:
Home Port (Address):
City/State/Zip:

Telephone: Club A�liation (if any):

C O M E  J O I NC O M E  J O I N

FULL PACKAGE BEFORE JULY 1

C O M E  J O I N

FULL PACKAGE AFTER JULY 1

219.00

239.00

Check Enclosed (payable to ShipMates Club, Inc.) Amount Enclosed/Charged:

Visa Mastercard # Expires Name on Card
Credit card information will be blackened after processing for your protection.

Mail to: Keelhaul 2011
ShipMates Club of Baltimore, Inc.
PO Box 13434
Baltimore, Maryland 21203

Signature Date

KEELHAUL ONLINE  -  WWW.SHIPMATESCLUB.COM

The SHIPMATES CLUB of BALTIMORE
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JULY 8-10TH
CAMP RAMBLEWOOD
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ron 
Moser – 
Mr. D.C. 
Leather 

2011
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coming 
soon!
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeaning  BOOkS & giFtS COMPUter

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage DentaL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 attOrneY  tax SerViCeS  traVeL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDVertiSe.

 FinanCiaL  eLeCtriCian

Professional services

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPOrt grOUP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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THE 
RICHARDS GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
CSE-11-0007
CLIENT: 
CB Fleet
JOB NAME: 
Cart Ad
TRIM:
9.75 x 10.5
LIVE:  
na
BLEED:  
none
PUB:  
9 Pubs
DUE DATE:  
May 2011
INSERTION DATE:  
2011
COLOR: CMYK
LS: na/naDmax
FOR QUESTIONS CALL: 
Todd Gutmann
214-891-3519

f leetnaturals.comNo laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use.

Keep your backcountry clean.

CBF-11-0007 NSP 9_7x10_5 C.indd   1 5/26/11   1:34 PM


