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Gay State Rep Kept in Closet by LGBT Org?

fort of trans musicians 
and performance art-
ists coming together to 
make music, dress up, 
dance, and perform 
the gender revolution 
on stage.”

Cheubini/Hellf ire 
believes the band is 
in the trenches of a 
gender rock revolution. 
“Let Transexual Fetus 
take you there to carry 
on the legacy handed 
down to us by the 
likes of David Bowie, 
Lou Reed, Laurie An-
derson, Boy George, 
Klaus Nomi, Freddy 
Mercury, etc. who 
started the rock revo-
lution of gender and 

Sunday, January 5, began a new era for 
the Metropolitan Community Church of 
Baltimore (MCCB). MCCB welcomed Rev-
erend Victoria L. Burson as their perma-
nent senior pastor. Rev. Burson who hails 
from Dallas, Texas, via Atlan-
ta, most recently served as 
the assistant pastor for inter-
nal ministries at Living Faith 
Covenant Church, Dallas, 
Texas. Rev. Burson is a powerful preacher, 
engaging teacher, innovative leader, and 
inspiring speaker. She has a deep passion 
for the people of God and believes that she 
is called to be “a voice for those who have 
no voice.” Her motto is: “Changed people 
change people.”

A graduate of Brite Divinity School of 
Theology at Texas Christian University, 

By Steve Charing
A new contemporary conceptual perfor-
mance art band, Transexual Fetus, consist-
ing of artists within the trans spectrum, re-
cently formed in Baltimore. The band, which 
features a combination of beat poetry, funk, 
psychedelic new wave and punk rock and 
glam metal fusion music, was conceived by 
Devin Hellfire a.k.a. Devin Cherubini. 

Cherubini/Hellfire is a Baltimore-based 
female-to-male transgender visual artist, 
performance artist, political activist, poet, lyr-
icist, and writer. A MICA alumnus majoring in 
mixed media and creative writing, Cherubini 
performed in the band Dead Catholic Fetus 
in 1989 and then in the band Cyber Fuzz 
Magick in the late 1990s. He performed solo 
as Devin Hellfire in New York City, Wash-
ington, D.C., and Baltimore from 1991 until 
2009. 

Cherubini/Hellfire headlined at Club Hip-
po for five years sharing the same stage as 
performance artist Wolfgang Nomi, who is a 

—continued on page 3

—continued on page 4

Transexual Fetus: A Local Gender Rock Revolution

Rev. Burson brings over 20 years of ser-
vant leadership, people development and 
empowerment, training experience with 
imaginative and creative work solutions 
and work ethic to MCCB. Rev. Burson is 

the founder of Essentials Un-
leashed, a Dallas, Texas based 
organization committed to em-
powering and inspiring individu-
als, including youth and young 

adults, in optimizing their potential.
MCCB, an affiliated congregation of the 

Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Com-
munity Churches (UFMCC), was founded 
in July 1972. The congregation has a 
membership of almost 40 active mem-
bers, as well as many friends and allies 
who come from many different faith tradi-
tions and backgrounds. The congregation 

rev. victoria L. 
Burson

From Dallas to 
Baltimore

TRANSEXUAL 
FETUS

includes African Americans, Caucasians, 
and Latinos; gay men, lesbians, transgen-
der, same-gender loving, and gender non-
conforming; families with infants and tod-
dlers, elementary school children, young 
adults, baby boomers, and seniors; social 
workers, educators, accountants, laborers, 
transit workers, federal and state employ-
ees, retirees, and homeless; visually and 
hearing impaired, and physically chal-
lenged. MCCB is an open and affirming 
ministry – everyone is welcome, “whosev-
er will, let them come.” The church makes 
an effort to honor and challenge everyone 
each Sunday. The worship services are 
blended and utilize inclusive language in 
songs, prayers and preaching. MCCB also 
attempts to make worship “user friendly” 

member of the local group Charm City Boys. 
Nomi, who plays percussion in Transexual 
Fetus, combines contemporary dance move-
ment material with mime and outrageous 
costume designs inspired by the likes of 
Klaus Nomi, his namesake.

Roxy Storm, a veteran musician for 
35 years, is another key component of the 
band, playing lead guitar. She appeared in 
such bands as The Shrouds, Water Mark 
and Acid Rain plus performing as a solo art-
ist. Born and raised in Baltimore, Roxy Storm 
is a black trans woman struggling with inner 
city violence, poverty, and oppression. “A 
true survivor,” says Cherubini/Hellfire. “She 
is a very courageous and talented woman.”

Transexual Fetus reflects “the same 
struggle of those musicians and artists who 
came before us who were gender queer and 
non-conformative and died too young from 
hard living in a world that could not accept 
or understand them,” says Cherubini/Hell-
fire. “Transexual Fetus is a collaborative ef-

Metropolitan Community Church Welcomes New Pastor
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or we will make our 
own. The response 

letter from then board chair Chuck But-
ler does not really address my concerns; 
it pretty much feels like a form letter. The 
message is, “We currently do not have a 
plan and we will create one some months 
down the road, using temporary leader-
ship.” Finding this answer unaccept-
able, a number of us formally created 
Gender Rights Maryland in May, 
2011, with a planned formal 
launch of June 1, which 
was accelerated by a 
statement from Gover-
nor O’Malley on May 17, 
in response to the 
Polis event. GRMD 
revealed our ex-
istence the next 
day with a press 
release.

Shortly after 
her May 2011 
installation as 
EQMD interim executive director I met with 
Lynne Bowman. I found her refreshing, 
pragmatic, and a supporter of GrMD. We 
discussed future roles and responsibilities; 
we attended many of the EQMD “listening 
tour” events that summer. At ones where I 
was in attendance Lynne focused on Mar-
riage Equality and when questions of the 
trans bill came up she regularly deferred 
comment to me and GRMD. I found this to 
be a great symbiotic relationship and an 
indicator that there was not a problem with 
each organization taking a lead position 
on their issue space – EQMD on marriage 
and GRMD on trans rights. Alas, Lynne 
would only stay in that role until the end of 
the summer. 

Shortly thereafter GRMD applied for 
admission to the Equality Federation 
(Equalityfederation.org) The Federation 
is a national organization of state level 
LGBT equality organizations. Surprisingly 
we heard feedback from supporters on 
their board that EQMD was opposed to 
our addition to the organization. We of-
fered our credentials, plan for operations, 
and our new and diverse board of directors 
and were offered provisional membership 
in the organization over the objections of 
EQMD. It should be noted that part of that 
application package required letters of 
support from various organizations. I had 
directly asked for one from Lynne Bow-
man and she agreed to provide one, how-
ever it never appeared and I suspect was 
quashed by board members who had also 
opposed our addition to the Federation. 
In the end we got recommendations from 

By SharOn BraCkett
I want to pause to clarify the purpose of 
this series. The goal is for those outside 
the everyday “sausage making” of working 
for change to get an appreciation for some 
of the process that goes on in moving 
your rights ahead. If you have no interest 
in such things then by all means, please 
do not read on. My purpose is to shed this 
“they are all to blame” mentality in the his-
tory. It would be akin to saying that all of 
the U.S. House of Representatives are an 
issue when in reality a small portion of the 
whole (think “Tea Party”) have been bad 
actors. That brush ends up painting those 
who cause problems as easily as those 
who do not. We are heading into the 2014 
Maryland session. We need to know who is 
representing us in those efforts.

At the end of the state legislative ses-
sion in 2011 there were several things that 
were quite clear to many activists in Mary-
land. One was that the power of the Mary-
land Senate president was absolute. He 
had managed to kill off the trans rights bill, 
HB235, on the last day of session by forc-
ing a recommit to committee. It was also 
obvious that there was a schism within the 
trans community over what had transpired 
with HB235, as the measure had not in-
cluded public-accommodation protections. 
Those opposed to the bill had launched 
countless personal attacks in public fo-
rums, threats against legislators who had 
sponsored the bill (from the trans commu-
nity!), and of course the legacy that mar-
riage equality had not passed that year.

Having been associated with Equality 
Maryland for the HB235 effort, I had been 
prominent on their website as an out trans 
person, it was with astonishment that I 
observed their rapid implosion of resign-
ing board members and the discharge of 
their executive director, Morgan Menses-
Sheets. (Full disclosure, if not for Mor-
gan I might have never become involved 
in activism.) These events were followed 
shortly thereafter by the horrific beating of 
Chrissy Polis, and the unified community 
response and vigil. I commended my peers 
on a well-executed vigil in response to the 
Polis beating. I had a great sense of admi-
ration and frustration as all of these things 
were happening in Maryland I was flat on 
my back in a hospital bed in Arizona recov-
ering from surgery. 

In response to the implosion of EQMD I 
wrote a letter to the board of Equality Mary-
land asking for some answers about what 
their legislative plans were to be in 2012. 
My letter is quite clear: tell me your plans, 

A House of Cards Part 3 NCTE and the GLCCB instead.
This membership was not without a 

hitch though, apparently in appeasement 
to EQMD, a requirement was added that 
all new memberships from organizations 
within the same state had to demonstrate 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between those organizations. We immedi-
ately asked for examples of such MOUs 

from places like Massachusetts and 
others but were informed that there 
were none. Those folks all were 

grandfathered. Only GRMD was 
to get “special treatment” 
in this manner. (It should 
be noted since we never 

c o n s u m m a t e d 
an MOU with 
EQMD GRMD 
was dropped by 
the EqFed Au-

gust of 2012, 
despite the 
fact that we 

had success 
passing legislation.)
Though the grapevine we heard that 

the biggest concern that EQMD had was 
that GRMD not disparage EQMD publical-
ly. Apparently when we had been asked by 
the media about the differences between 
GRMD and EQMD and we pointed out that 
we were the only statewide trans rights 
organization with trans persons on their 
board this was determined to be dispar-
agement, even though it was true. 

In order to move ahead we entered 
into a dialog with EQMD and received the 
first of several iterations of an MOU from 
EQMD. It should be noted that in the ten 
paragraphs offered by EQMD half of them 
dealt with non-disparagement concerns 
and conflict resolution. It would seem that 
image management and not the work to 
be completed was the primary focus of 
EQMD. It should be noted that one clause 
asks for: “If the board member or staff per-
son continues to persist in disparaging the 
organization, the executive committees of 
the two organizations shall meet to dis-
cuss a resolution of the issue, to include 
possible dismissal or termination of the 
board membership of the person making 
the disparaging or negative statements.”

GRMD rejected this document but did 
continue to work on an agreement and pro-
vided the following revised MOU. The most 
troubling issue here is that EQMD rejected 
the revised MOU; they essentially wanted 
veto power over our board of directors, 
decision- making and strategy. This would 
be unacceptable to any other organization 

—continued on page 3
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yet seemed to be thought a reasonable de-
mand by EQMD.

In August 2011, Dana Beyer and I 
met with EQMD board members, Pat-
rick Wojahn, Lisa Polyak, and rosemary 
Nicolosi (It should be noted that Wojahn 
and Polyak have since left that board). At 
this meeting we did not come to a written 
agreement but essentially came to agree 
that GRMD would take point in Annapolis 
on the trans bill.

Throughout the fall of 2011 we watched 
a leaderless EQMD flail about in search 
of a new executive director. In November 
EQMD named Carrie Evans as the new 
ED. On her first day of work GRMD invited 
her to testify in favor of the Howard Coun-
ty bill on November 21, she did. That bill 
passed on December 5, 2011.

In mid-December 2011, GRMD sought 
another meeting with EQMD to work on 
issues between the organizations. I met 
with Patrick Wojahn and Carrie Evans to 
discuss things. The first issue of concern 
from them was that we (GRMD) had prior 
to Evans appointment contacted the grant 
sponsor for Owen Smith who was EQMD’s 
trans organizer. We did so because Owen 
had told us his grant was up in February 
2012 and we wanted to make sure he 
would be funded through session. EQMD 
was irritated that we had done this but 
also conveyed they had done nothing with 
respect to extending the grant. We just 
wanted Owen to have no interruption in his 
work. EQMD inferred that we were trying 
to steal Owen or his money. Since we have 
no staff or employees at GRMD this would 
have been an impossibility. No good deed 
goes unpunished.

EQMD was also irritated with GRMD 
over the Howard County bill effort. Wojahn 
charged that we had “cut them out.” I made 
it clear that PFLAG had initiated the effort 
and called on GRMD for support, which we 
gave. He did not understand that PFLAG 
did not want their help. I explained to him 
that although he may feel they (EQMD) 
have “righted the ship” much of the rest of 
the community does not feel so. And that it 
was going to take some time and effort on 
the part of EQMD to rebuild any trust that 
was had. It was not present and they will 
need to work to develop that goodwill.

Wojahn then “prophetically” posed to 
me, “What if EQMD was about to on their 
own get Gender Identity passed in Balti-
more County without asking GRMD to 
help?” I responded, “That sounds great, 
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a hOUSe Of CarDS
– continued from page 2 

are you?” He responded no, but asserted 
that we, GRMD, would be pissed about 
being left out. I told him that is where he 
has this all wrong. And posed we do not 
care how things get passed as long as they 
do and correctly. He then posed that if we 
are state, why were we involved in HoCo. 
I told him I live there, and so did the other 
two movers on the bill. It would seem that 
“credit” was a very important component of 
what EQMD wanted. It would also infer that 
a local strategy in their mind should not be 
the purview of a state organization, some-
thing EQMD has eschewed just recently.

Carrie Evans further stated that “no-
body in the legislature knows who we 
are” and that EQMD is being contacted 
by legislators about the gender-identity 
bill but they (EQMD) do not know what to 
tell them. So her present answer is “I don’t 
know.” I told her, to tell them to call us. I 
also made a point that we did not consider 
our bill a “gay” bill. That it was a civil rights 
bill. They told me I was wrong because 
that was the perception of the legislators 
and when they would come looking for 
guidance they would treat it as a gay bill 
and come to EQMD for that guidance, not 
GRMD because we are not the “faces that 
have been working this for the last nine 
sessions.” It was pretty arrogant to say the 
least. 

This meeting was the last time EQMD 
and GRMD met in person. Even though I 
had asked to meet with Carrie directly in 
person at a Victory Fund event in 2012 
the meeting has never happened. Even as 
recently as last month we asked to meet 
via a third party and were told the only 
way she would interact with us would be 
through the MCTE. We’ve been willing to 
talk for some time. It takes two to tango.

They seemed to feel that they “de-
served” or have “earned” special treatment 
from GRMD and unique access to our in-
formation, plans and strategy. When posed 
with questions of “what if we disagree” the 
answer was “we will work it out.” Our take 
was that they had their plate full with mar-
riage and they should let go of the gender-
identity bill. And they refused to recognize 
that we were not a junior partner in the 
effort. They believed that they owned the 
gender-identity bill with the legislature and 
that is the case because, and I quote, “We 
have a history of passing LGBT legislation 
for the past decade.” At the time I recall 
thinking that is old news and there is a new 
kid on the block that has shown we can 
play ball. 

The next installment will cover the 2012 
and 2013 legislative session. t

MCC weLCOMeS 
new PaStOr

– continued from page 1

even to those who have not been in wor-
ship for many years, if ever. In its 41-year 
history there have been many celebra-
tions, as well as many challenges. Several 
members are pursuing masters of divinity 
degrees with financial assistance from the 
church; couples were legally married in 
ceremonies at MCCB after gay marriage 
was legalized in Maryland; and MCCB is 
one of a few UFMCC churches that own 
its building. The struggles came during the 
transition period after the last permanent 
pastor resigned four and a half years ago. 
The congregation struggled to keep the 
doors of the church open, minister to the 
dwindling congregation, and care for the 
building infrastructure, which required a 
new roof, a new drainage system, and an 
alarm system. The MCCB overcame these 
problems and began its pastoral search 
process in the summer of 2012. 

The pastoral search process was 
hampered by church bylaws revisions, 
the loss of two members of the pastoral 
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search committee, the illness of the elder 
assigned to oversee the process, and a 
potential pastoral candidate receiving and 
accepting a call to another church. There 
also were concerns about the church’s 
ability to afford paying the salary of a pas-
tor and keeping the doors open.

Rev. Burson’s name came to the pas-
toral search committee’s attention in the 
summer of 2013 and plans were made 
for a candidate weekend, an opportunity 
for the congregation to meet her and to 
decide whether to extend a pastoral call. 
The congregation unanimously voted that 
they wanted Rev. Burson as their next per-
manent pastor. Although Rev. Burson had 
reservations about leaving what was famil-
iar – her church in Dallas, steady job, tem-
porarily being separated from her spouse, 
and moving from Dallas to Baltimore, she 
“answered God’s call and went where God 
told her to go.”

Rev. Burson and the congregation have 
plans to develop an active adult and youth 
Sunday school, vacation bible school, 
youth and young adult ministry, outreach 
ministry, pastoral counseling, a recycling 
program, as well as other projects. t
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tranSexUaL fetUS: a 

genDer rOCk revOLUtiOn
– continued from page 1

sexual expression through music, costume 
and performance art,” he points out. 

Other influences include: Laurie ander-
son, Grace Jones, Lena Lovich, Nina Hagen, 
Ani DiFranco, Jack Kerouac, David Bowie, 
PJ Harvey, Concrete Blonde, Depeche 
Mode, Klaus Nomi, Kiss, the Ramones, Sex 
Pistols, Dead Catholic Fetus, Dead Ken-
nedy’s, New York Dolls, Lou reed, and the 
Rolling Stones.

There are discussions underway about 
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possibly collaborating with the Charm City 
Kitty Club at the Theater Project in Mount 
Vernon. Mr. Hellfire encourages everyone 
trans who has musical talent in the Baltimore 
City or Maryland area to join in on the fun. 
“Transexual Fetus is always open to working 
together musically on this project.” If inter-
ested, you may contact Devin Hellfire by vis-
iting the Facebook page TransexualFetus. 

 “We have to carry the torch and pass it 
on from generation to generation,” he says. 
“Be fabulous and never let that fire die. Let it 
burn like a Hellfire!” t
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efits back,” Lambda Legal Supervising Se-
nior Staff attorney Ken upton said. Officials 
of Houston’s Republican Party sued Parker 
in December, after she announced on No-
vember 20 the city would begin offering DP 
benefits to all legally married spouses of 
city employees. The suit was filed in family 
court, Upton said, whose jurisdiction usually 
covers divorce, child custody and adoption 
cases. He said the city case is an employ-
ment one.

Parker spokesman Janice Evans said 
the mayor was following a ruling by the city 
attorney who had been studying the issue 
since the Supreme Court’s decision striking 
down the Defense of Marriage Act. Since 
then, three couples have taken advantage of 
the spousal benefits. among those is Noel 
Freeman who works for Public Works and 
Engineering and has been with his husband 
for 12 years. “He’s been uninsured for 12 
years,” Freeman said about his husband, 

adding that any individ-
ual policy he priced was 
unaffordable. They paid 
for coverage with the city 
and then a suit was filed 
to stop coverage.

Upton said Parker’s 
executive order to ex-
tend healthcare benefits 
had the city attorney’s 

opinion attached. The suit to stop the ben-
efits had a copy of the executive order that 
referred to the attorney’s opinion but did not 
contain the executive order. The judge then 
heard the case without giving notice to the 
city and issued a temporary restraining order 
to prevent implementation of benefits. “Noth-
ing looks like it was done properly,” Upton 
said. The city then filed a notice of removal 
to change the venue to federal court, which 
is where upton filed the Lambda lawsuit. He 
said the question is whether providing ben-
efits to married couples is consistent with 
federal law. Upton said he expected a rul-
ing before summer. (dallas Voice – Kevin 
thomas at dallasvoice.com)

 

Gay Star Trek 
star interned in 
federal camp
Dallas, texas – As a child, George Takei 
began class each day by reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance, which included the words, 
“with liberty and justice for all.” They were 
hollow words, falling on the schoolroom’s 
bare plank floor in the arkansas internment 
camp where his family had been placed 

taining pond behind the apartment. Police 
found her 3½ months later. (Gay People’s 
chronicle – anthony Glassman at Gaypeo-
pleschronicle.com)

2013 saw the 
most athletes 
come out
washington, D.C. – From high school 
coaches to professional athletes to sports-
writers, 2013 saw the most-ever stories 
on publicly out people in sports. For LGBT 
sports, 2013 will be remembered as the 
year of the out athlete. 

Huge milestones were broken this year, 
most notably with the coming out of NBA 
player Jason Collins. But there were many 
others, from high school to the pros – at 
least 75 comings out in sports this year, 
including coaches and people in sports 
media. 

Here’s a partial list of the athletes that 
chose to acknowledge their sexual orien-
tation publicly in 2013. Many had been 
out in their private lives before their pub-
lic coming out: Rhode Island high school 
coach Stephen Alexander; Drury Univer-
sity diver Jesse Allard; Virginia high school 
rower Ezra Amacher; Texas high school 
swimmer Matt Anderson; former Rutgers 
rower Nicholas Angelides; former Bradley 
basketball player James Baptist; Milwau-
kee Wave CEO Sue Black; former Pur-
due football player Dorien Bryant; speed 
skater Anastasia Bucsis; former Olympic 
diver Johnmar Castillo; WNBa player Lay-
shia Clarendon; mountain climber Cason 
Crane; sportswriter Chuck Culpepper; 
former Purdue swimmer Ryan Dafforn; 
Olympic diver Tom Daley, Major League 
Soccer player Robbie Rogers and former 
NFL player Kwame Harris. (bay Windows 
& outsports.com at baywindows.com)

Group sues out 
Houston mayor 
over benefits
houston, texas – The legal battle to retain 
health care benefits for the same-sex part-
ners of the city of Houston’s employees took 
another turn as Lambda Legal filed a law-
suit against out Mayor Annise Parker on De-
cember 26, 2013. “She was sued to stop the 
benefits, so we had to sue her to get the ben-

Cleveland ask 
for Justice Dept. 
help in trans 
murders
Cleveland, Ohio – The Cleveland Police 
Department is asking the United States 
Department of Justice to look at the mur-
der of two transgender women to see if 
they fall under the aegis of the federal Mat-
thew Shepard-James Byrd Jr. Hate Crime 
act. While Ohio does not have a hate 
crime law that includes sexual orientation 
or gender identity, and the state’s “ethnic 
intimidation” law covers only misdemean-
ors, the Justice Department has the power 
to intervene and charge such crimes at the 
federal level. 

Deputy Chief of Police Ed Tomba indi-
cated this development at a community fo-
rum organized by transgender activist Ja-
cob Nash and others. “If local officials are 
not paying attention to what’s happening in 
the LGBT community, the rest of the world 
is,” Nash said after the murders, referring 
to the upcoming Gay Games.

The forum was held in response to the 
murders of Betty Skinner, 52, and Brittany-
Nicole Kidd-Stergis, 22. Skinner’s body 
was found in her Old Brooklyn apartment 
on December 5, beaten to death in her bed, 
and Kidd-Stergis was found on West 25th 
Street in her car on December 6, shot in 
the head. Police have no suspects in either 
murder, but do not believe they are related. 
They were the second and third murders of 
transgender women in the Cleveland area 
in 2013, and came weeks after the mur-
derer of CeCe Dove was sentenced to life 
in prison. Dove was stabbed 40 times, tied 
to a concrete block and dropped into a re-

compiled by Jim becker

BeyOnD the BeLtway

during World War II. Shortly after Japan 
bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, 
the federal government created legislation 
that stripped American citizens of Japanese 
descent of their homes and businesses and 
put them in tar paper shacks throughout the 
country. No Germans or Italians were round-
ed up, although we also were at war with 
those countries. Takei called the round up a 
completely irrational, racist act. 

Takei’s family had 
about two weeks’ notice 
that they would be taken 
into custody. “I remem-
ber that day,” he said. He 
was 5. “My mother got us 
up early,” he said. “Tears 
were streaming down her 
cheeks.” Forced at gun-
point from their house, 

the Takeis were moved into a horse stall 
that still smelled of manure at Santa Anita 
Park, where they would be housed while the 
internment camps were being built. “It was 
a degrading and humiliating experience,” 
he said. A few months later, Takei’s family 
was moved to a camp built in the swamps 
of Arkansas. The family lived through the 
war surrounded by barbed wire and guard 
towers, “with machine guns pointed at us,” 
he said. But Takei’s bitter memories of this 
period are colored with his keen sense of 
humor. “A search light followed me at night 
to the latrines,” he said. He remembers that 
searchlight fondly, thinking how nice of them 
to light the way for him to go pee. 

After the war, the Japanese internees 
were allowed to leave the camps. Each was 
given a bus ticket to anywhere in the U.S. 
and $20. Takei’s father headed back to Los 
Angeles, where they were from and after a 
short time his father bought a dry cleaning 
business in a Mexican neighborhood in East 
L.A., where he felt safe among warm and 
welcoming neighbors. Less than 20 years 
later, Takei was starring in one of the most 
enduring shows on television. The original 
Star Trek was always optimistic. Sex, race, 
and national origin were either irrelevant or 
added a layer of richness. Racism was at-
tacked head on in a number of episodes. 
Takei’s Sulu was the first recurring main-
stream Asian TV character not portraying 
“the enemy.” Although he remained publical-
ly very closeted until 2005, around the Star 
Trek set, Takei said the other actors knew 
he was gay. But no one would have outed 
him. “They didn’t want to be responsible for 
destroying my career,” he said. Years later, 
a Star Trek colleague, Walter Koenig served 
as best man at Takei’s wedding to longtime 
partner Brad Altman. They’ve been together 
for 26 years.  t (dallas Voice – david taffet 
at dallasvoice.com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

george takei

Mayor annise 
Parker
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By MarLa SeyMOUr
When I first moved to West Virginia’s East-
ern Panhandle and began to explore the 
small towns within an hour of my home, I 
didn’t know what to expect. If you’ve been 
reading my offerings, you’re aware that 
each of these towns has its own character. 
From Charles Town’s seedy historic atmo-
sphere to the national-park smoothness of 
Harpers Ferry’s history to Shepherdstown’s 

college student / music-’n’-craft ambiance, 
I ‘ve shared my impressions with you. But 
the real gem remains to be revealed.

A hundred miles from Baltimore lies 
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia – also 
known as Bath, West Virginia. It defines the 
western edge of our state’s Eastern Pan-
handle. And it is the most compact, hap-
pily alternative-reality-conscious small town 
within which I have ever set foot.

When I first heard of Berkeley Springs, 
it was during one of those whispered, gos-
sipy conversations wherein one doesn’t 
know whether or not to actually give credit 
to the whisperer for factual information. 
Something about the town being built 
on a magnetic field at or near the earth’s 
surface that promotes the use of magick 
and the powers associated with New Age 

crystal-healing. Of course, this piqued my 
interest. I imagined a multitude of Pagans 
in residence and a place where humanity 
was measured in covens. What I found was 
more variety packed into a very few small 
blocks of “downtown” than I ever imagined 
possible.

But let’s speak for a moment of how 
very strange and yet how very basic is this 
community. You really cannot get more 

basic than water, can you? 
Well, folks, this town has 
an International Water Tast-
ing Competition. This event 
will be held February 20-23, 
2014. There are competi-
tions for best tap water, bot-
tled still and bottled sparkling 
waters, and a new event this 
year – best purified water. 
Find more information on this 
event at Berkeleysprings.
com/water/about.htm.

This month, the town 
“event” is Spa Feast January. 
There are is a virtual menu 

of local spas and the treatments that they 
offer at Berkeleysprings.com/newtbs/spa-
feast. A different facility is featured each 
week of this month, including the “spa” that 
is also a state park.

In addition to these two events, other 
annual festivals include the Festival of 
Light, Psychic Fair and Healing Expo dur-
ing the third weekend after Labor Day, the 
Apple Butter Festival on Columbus Day 
Weekend, the Berkeley Springs Birding 
Festival during the third weekend after 
Labor Day, and the uniquely West Vir-
ginia Wine and Food Festival and redbud 
Weekend, which will occur on april 20. 
There are concerts in the park all summer 
long, and regular monthly, small events at 
various venues.

This town has the smallest state park in 

the place for a water cure

// FREDERICK, MD

Berkeley Springs: New Age Mecca
newS // EaSTErN PaNHaNDLE W.V.

In addition, Ms Jarman 
has been a resource of in-
formation for hundreds of 
LGBTQ students by being a 
visible ally in the local high 
school system and other edu-
cational institutions. Many 
students and parents have 
reached out to her. 

“This annual award allows 
us to recognize the efforts of 
a single person,” Walker told 
baltimore outloud. “But this 
ceremony allows many commu-
nity allies to gather to celebrate 
the work they have done col-
lectively over time, and to hear 
first-hand how much it matters 

to the LGBTQ community.”
The event takes place between 3 and 6 p.m. 

at the home of Peter Brehm & John Michael Day, 
318 West College Terrace, Frederick. a sug-
gested donation of $15 for individuals and $25 
for couples would benefit the Frederick Center. 
Beverages and light refreshments will be served.

For more information, visit Thefrederick-
center.org. t

By Steve Charing
The Frederick Center will 
present Lois Jarman with 
Frederick’s 2013 LGBTQ 
ally of the Year award on 
January 12. She will receive 
this award “because of her 
tireless efforts over the last 
decade on behalf of the LG-
BTQ community of central 
Maryland,” according Brian 
Walker, chair of the Frederick 
Center board.

Ms Jarman founded the 
Central Maryland chapter of 
PFLAG in 2006 where she 
continues to be the chap-
ter president. She has also 
been co-producer of the “A Little Song, A 
Little Dance” annual World aIDS Day ben-
efit in Frederick for a dozen years, raising 
tens of thousands of dollars to benefit Posi-
tive Influence (a past Frederick-based HIV 
support organization), Baltimore Pediatric 
AIDS fund, AIDS Response Effort out of 
Winchester (which now covers central Mary-
land), and various LGBT organizations. 

Frederick Center Honors Lois Jarman

Lois Jarman

the U.S. – and one of the most interesting, 
anywhere. The area of a small town block, 
Berkeley Springs State Park contains hot 
spring baths, a building dedicated to mas-
sages and souvenirs, several streams that 
emerge from the springs, a swimming pool 
(opened only during the summer months), 
and several picnic tables. The last that I 
checked, a dip in the hot mineral baths cost 
about $25. But you can dangle bare legs 
into any of the streams free-of-charge dur-
ing the summer months.

Then there is the town itself. Its maze 
of shops, restaurants, spas, theatres, mu-
sic venues, and historic buildings is cer-
tain to delight. All businesses are small, 
and some are interconnected. The row of 
shops that actually faces the park contains 
a gem shop, a collection of antique shops 
in a large space, a spa, an herbal shop, 
and ice cream shop, a wind chime and mo-
bile shop, and wonder of wonders – a shop 
specializing in Tibetan goods. From singing 
bowls of various sizes to woven textiles to 
jewelry, when one walks through the door 
of Portals, one truly is “not in West Virginia 
anymore.” There are tobacco shops, out-
door shops, any number of craft shops and 
art galleries. 

And there are excellent restaurants. A fa-
vorite of mine is Tari’s Café. Located in close 
proximity to the park, on the main street, Tari’s 

offers the best of modern American cuisine, 
almost all of which (including the potato 
chips) is made in-house. Although I haven’t 
yet sampled other restaurants, I look forward 
to dining at many other establishments. This 
town’s main industry is its tourism.

For a day-trip or a weekend, this town 
will keep a person interested. B&B’s and 
hotels pepper the area, and the area itself 
is so quirky that no proprietor would dare to 
point fingers. I know that there is a large, if 
quiet, lesbian community in this town. All of 
the women who live in this town swear by its 
inclusive nature. Berkeley Springs will charm 
your socks off! t

Find out more at berkeleyspringscham-
ber.com.

Happy  Anniversary 
to 

The Club 
from 

Baltimore OUTloud
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‘twas two nights before christmas / When 
all through the state / Not a person was stir-
ring, 

be it lGbt or straight. 
then equality maryland said / that its Pac 

made some choices / From governor to del-
egates / that led to raised voices.

many were surprised / that their top pick 
was brown / bringing Gansler and mizeur folks 
/ a christmastime frown.

choosing the front runner / is easy to 
handle / but is dividing the community / Worth 
such a gamble?

The Equality Maryland Political Action Com-
mittee raised some eyebrows with the first 
round of endorsements for 37 races in Mary-
land’s 2014 primary elections to take place 
in June. Their revelation that the PAC chose 
the Brown-Ulman ticket caused pre-Christmas 
stirring from Takoma Park to Baltimore and all 
around the state, garnering much media atten-
tion. 

The announcement, which occurred just 
days before a scheduled January 4 fundraiser 
for the Brown-Ulman ticket at the City Café 
in which Carrie Evans, executive director of 
Equality Maryland is among the hosts, elicited 
swift and sharp reaction on social media. 

Not to be overlooked by the gubernato-
rial choice is the mystifying fact that none of 
the lesbians in the House of Delegates were 
endorsed in this round. They include Maggie 
McIntosh who finished in second place as 
the baltimore Sun’s Marylander of the Year in 
2012, Mary Washington, Bonnie Cullison, and 
Anne Kaiser.

“Equality Maryland just lost their last shred 
of credibility,” commented a transgender rights 
advocate from Baltimore kicking off a spirited 
discussion on Facebook.

But at the moment, the endorsement for 
governor is creating the most buzz. Although 
Attorney General Doug Gansler has a strong 

LGBT following given his record on marriage 
equality – a core factor in the PAC’s evalua-
tion that consisted of 
questionnaires and 
interviews – many 
support Del. Heather 
Mizeur’s quest to be 
the first woman and 
openly gay person to 
be governor of Mary-
land. Others see Lt. 
Governor Anthony 
Brown as the only vi-
able candidate who 
could defeat a Repub-
lican in November.

“We’ve made great progress over the past 
seven years, achieving marriage equality and 
strengthening domestic violence services for 
LGBT residents, while working to ban discrimi-
nation based on gender identity,” Brown said 
in a statement.

For her part, Mizeur characterized the 
choice as “puzzling.” She said, “No one in this 
race has done more for the LGBT community 
than the Mizeur-Coates ticket. I’m not sure 
what more we could have done to earn their 
support.”

Bob Wheelock, a spokesman for Gansler 
wrote in an email, “We are confident that 
Doug’s record on fighting for and protecting 
the rights and safety of the LGBT residents of 
Maryland will factor into the voters’ decision in 
the Democratic primary and on Election Day.”

“I suppose any candidate that doesn’t get 
an endorsement feels snubbed,” said Evans. 
“Equality Maryland is confident the Brown / ul-
man administration will provide the leadership 
Equality Maryland needs in our next governor 
and has the relationships we need to move 
LGBT issues forward in our state.”

All three Democratic candidates and their 
running mates have solid records on LGBT is-
sues, and to say one is better than the others 
is questionable. Gansler was the first state-
wide official to endorse marriage equality in 
2008 and had been an unwavering supporter. 
His opinion in 2010 as Attorney General that 
Maryland can recognize the lawful same-sex 
marriages from other states helped pave the 
way for the ultimate victory in 2012.

Heather Mizeur, a lesbian with a wife, has 
also been a vigorous proponent of marriage 
equality. I testified along with her at a House 
committee hearing for a bill that was aimed 
at pre-empting Gansler’s eventual opinion. 
Mizeur’s testimony was sincere, persuasive 
and effective, and one could see great poten-
tial for her.

While I had met anthony Brown, I never 
had the opportunity to speak with him on LGBT 
issues. Nonetheless, a very credible source 
told me that Brown was an early supporter 
of marriage equality – even before Governor 

O’Malley – but worked behind the scenes 
especially in Prince George’s County to help 

make it happen. In 
addition, Brown had 
been a vocal advo-
cate for the repeal 
of the “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy 
and appeared on 
national television 
in that regard.

With all three 
candidates pos-
sessing strong 
credentials and 
leadership, Equal-

ity Maryland chose to ride with perceived front 
runner. Brown has racked up most of the en-
dorsements so far, has a formidable war chest 
and the backing of the Democratic establish-
ment. Early polls indicate Brown with a robust 
lead over the other candidates.

By backing Brown, should he prevail, 
Equality Maryland could stand to receive at a 
minimum access to the O’Malley-Brown mam-
moth donor list to help finance the organization 
as it evolves to a post-marriage equality mis-
sion that will entail a broader scope.

However, the primary is six months away 
and much can happen in that timeframe. 

OUtSPOken 

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Equality 
Maryland’s 

Endorsement 
Gamble

Brown’s success (or failure) will undoubtedly 
be linked to O’Malley’s popularity, which is of-
ten volatile. Moreover, should he win the nomi-
nation, the actual election is by no means a 
lock (see above re: O’Malley).

It is indeed a gamble for Equality Mary-
land, but is it a good one? The front -unning 
horse may have the probability of a win but it 
also yields the smallest payoff. Preferring one 
candidate now over two with strong LGBT 
pedigree, Equality Maryland stands to alienate 
a significant number of Gansler and Mizeur 
supporters – many who live in cash-rich Mont-
gomery County and have been a major source 
of contributions to the organization over the 
years.

Equality Maryland should have taken a 
safer course and remained neutral through 
the primary and not risk dividing the LGBT 
community. It would also be better served if it 
channeled its energy and whatever resources 
it possesses towards finding and funding can-
didates to defeat anti-LGBT Democratic legis-
lators. Sen. Anthony Muse who has blocked 
progress for LGBT folks comes to mind.

Equality Maryland’s PAC rolled the dice 
with anthony Brown and will reap the benefits 
of this action or pay a steep price. Time will 
tell. But like all gambling activities, it’s always 
about money. t
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By vann MiChaeL
I heard people talk about men dressing as 
women when I was younger. They would 
say, “He wanted to be a woman,” “He was a 
transvestite,” and I thought only men ‘cross-
dressed.’ The term ‘drag queen’ confused me 
more. The way adults spoke about women 
who were women and dressed as men – call-
ing them bulldaggers, dykes, and butches – 
made me fully aware of their feelings regard-
ing LGBT people. They were not approved of, 
yet they existed and the community basically 
tolerated them. 

As I matured those 
comments and conver-
sations were my refer-
ence point on how to 
handle my own orien-
tation. Don’t tell! Be-
ing a lesbian was not 
a good thing within my 
family or community, 
so I knew that I had to keep my attraction to 
women quiet – and more so, don’t date wom-
en who dressed as men. She reminded me 
of Hallie Berry, and I thought, “Wow! She is 
very pretty and too good for me.” I was a new 
lesbian and not, ‘put together,’ so I resorted 
to a good friend who set me up with a blind 
first date with a woman. ready to explore I 
met her and thought, “Oh my goodness! Ev-
eryone is going to know I am a lesbian!” She 
was butch extreme! I was not out of the closet 
and being seen with her would blow my cover 
for sure. She was the embodiment of all the 
stories I kept filed away. 

There was no second date. While over 
matchmaker’s house I met another person 
who had great conversation and caught my 
attention, although she was really butch. 
Needless to say the matchmaker put her two 
cents in and before I knew it we began to 
spend time together, but we never went on a 
public date. Unfortunately, intimately we did 
not connect, the exchange was not mutual. 
The tone felt as if she was performing a job, 
it was not sensual which is what I expected 
from a woman. We drifted apart.

From the late 90s to the early millennium 
I dated a few women but there was one per-
son on my radar I was attracted to but would 
never say. We became good friends and after 
a two-year separation, were reconnected by 
the ‘matchmaker!’ Jackpot! We married three 
years later and again, all of those comments 
and conversations I heard when I was young-
er were playing in my mind complemented 
by actions. There were bets placed against 
the relationship succeeding. Family members 
were calling us and warning us not to marry 

one another, citing infidelity and indecisive-
ness between the both of us. Even some 
peers in the LGBT community questioned the 
reason for marrying in Canada when “it did 
not make a difference here (Maryland).” We 
were married and all of those conversations 
quelled. 

As a young struggling couple we attended 
marriage counseling early on to help us adapt 
to each other, understand our expectations of 
marriage and look at our views around raising 
children. We were growing, yet I felt some-

thing was still different 
about us. Was she not 
attracted to me, did she 
not like my girlfriends, 
was I too girly, and why 
did I need soft talk and 
she was direct and se-
rious all the time? Feel-
ing not good enough 
our chemistry felt like it 

was never on the same page, partly due to 
past traumas she was working through. We 
were really roommates; I felt lonelier after be-
ing married. Something was not right! Since 
tying the knot she worked more, she became 
a more intense person and in my mind I could 
not understand why everything felt urgent to 
her. Quality time decreased and the more we 
acquired the more she worked. Sometimes 
I regretted being married and felt sad, an-
gry and even hopeless because I truly didn’t 
know if we were going to make it. 

Unclear about our present and our future 
I knew that she loved me and I loved her. We 
had good moments, too. Some lesbians now 
looked to us for advice about making their 
relationship work through the rough patches. 
They would even say that my wife was too 
catering to me and wanted their partner to be 
like her. Little did they know there was a quiet 
discord that no one could identify. I saw the 
downward spiral. The first year she was phys-
ically absent, and for the next four years she 
was mentally absent the majority of the time. 
I had no support. She would mentally check 
out of the relationship for weeks at a time, 
barely talking. When there was a major emo-
tional need, she would pull herself together 
enough to show up and then return to partial 
availability. I was abandoned and wanted to 
give up! Over the years we watched shows 
that profiled personal stories about gender is-
sues and the conversations afterwards would 
revolve around physical body image and how 
she felt mentally. The shows used the words 
‘intersex’ and ‘transgender,’ which made the 
light bulb go off in my head. I think my wife is 
transgender but I am a lesbian. t

thinking OUtLOUD

I recently went to see a film and had a 
pleasing and surprising event before the 
film even started. As we all know the the-
aters run enough promos, previews and 
advertisements that you often feel they 
are longer than the movie itself. I remem-
ber when there were only previews in the 
theater. So I found myself quite surprised 
when looking at an advertisement on that 
big screen that crossed into the space of 
transdom.

The ad of interest was from Google. 
They were touting events from 2013 by us-
ing Google to search for things. It is a very 
well done video and you can see the whole 
thing here – Bit.ly/1bcaQFd. The user 
types out phrases like “new beginnings” 
and “courage.” And then images illustrating 
those attributes appear in rapid sequence. 
In the search for “inspiration” there is a 
surprise. The images go by quickly but at 
1:01 in the video you will see Cassidy Lynn 
Campbell being crowned homecoming 
queen of her high school. And yes Cassidy 
is trans.

I suspect most people will not even no-
tice who she is as she is just another pretty 
young girl enjoying life. She is there on the 
screen for a fleeting instant, but none the 
less she is there. In theaters, everywhere. 
Astounding! But remember for the moment 
the category that she was put under: Inspi-
ration. And indeed she has been inspiring 
for a number of reasons.

At the time of her coronation I was a bit 
dismayed at the coverage. It was the usual 
litany of paying attention to her clothes or 
makeup. It was the aftermath of her crown-
ing that struck home for me. The haters 
came out. They attacked her online and 
in the media. She had no idea they were 
coming. She ended up posting a very tear-
ful video from the end of what should have 
been the happiest day of her life to date. I 
was pleased to see our greater community 
come to her aid and defense and provide 
her with comfort and guidance. 

I also want to focus on the notion that 
a major corporation like Google was will-
ing to put a real life trans person in an 
advertisement coupled with many other 
wonderful images. There are a number of 

messages there but here is the big one; it 
is ok to be trans. That seems small but you 
have to consider that using a trans person 
in advertising is not new, but it usually not 
a flattering presentation. This was differ-
ent. This was holding this person in high 
esteem as someone who inspires, some-
one to emulate, a hero of sorts.

As a trans person I felt a sense of pride 
in the images. I was in the theatre with an-
other trans person and we looked at each 
other in disbelief. Times had and were in-
deed changing. We wondered who in that 
theater would know the story of Cassidy 
and would they be inspired? We agreed 
certainly trans folks would take note, but 
we also understood that there would be 
many young people who would recognize 
her too. I was indeed inspired both by Cas-
sidy and Google. 

The presentation of her in this video is 
not exploitive, or even controversial. And I 
suspect that the vast majority of folks will 
only see what is right there. A girl so happy 
she is crying. And that is what it should be. 

Someday Cassidy and those who come af-
ter her will not be news. They will just “be.” 
This is the world I hope for and the way 
we get there is being “out,” like Cassidy. 
Being out means people get to know you, 
work with you, and interact with you. And 
until we all get to that place we still have 
work to do. It is so good to see us in the 
mainstream. t

Mainstream

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

REAL TRANS TALK: The Other 
Side of the Coin

“I suspect most people 
will not even notice who 

she is as she is just 
another pretty young 

girl enjoying life.”

Like Us On
Facebook!
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qUaLity Of Life

Judith Martin, the grande dame of Ameri-
can etiquette, once received a letter asking 
whether a committed couple shouldn’t just 
live together, rather than getting married. 
After all, her reader said, what difference 
does a piece of paper make? Writing under 
her well-known pseudonym, Martin assured 
her reader that “Miss Manners has a safe-
deposit box full of papers that make a dif-
ference.” 

as we mark the first anniversary of mar-
riage equality in Maryland, many same-sex 
couples are asking the same question. Af-
ter happily living together for years – and in 
some cases decades – would they be better 
off for owning a marriage license?

Sixteen states and the District of Co-
lumbia now recognize same-sex marriage. 
Maryland became one of them when the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act took effect, on Janu-
ary 1, 2013. Some six months later, in united 
States v. Windsor, the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned part of the Defense of Marriage 
Act and the federal government immediately 
began to recognize same-sex marriages.

These are exciting developments for the 
LGBT community, and couples who choose 
to marry will now enjoy many important ben-
efits. These include the right to file joint state 
and federal tax returns, to receive Social Se-
curity and other spousal benefits, to obtain 
health insurance from a spouse’s employer, 
and to be prevented from testifying against 
each other in court. 

One often-overlooked collection of ben-
efits applies in the realm of estate planning. 
Because marriage is a lifelong commitment, 
the law recognizes the special status of a 
married couple even after one spouse dies. 

For example, married couples gener-
ally avoid the Maryland inheritance tax. This 
10% tax applies to assets left to anyone who 
is not a spouse or other close family mem-
ber. For unmarried couples, the result can be 
a hefty tax bill. Especially if, for example, the 
estate consists of real estate and few liquid 
assets, the surviving spouse might have to 
tap into her savings, invade her 401(k), or 
even sell the house just to pay the tax. By 
turning strangers into kin, a marriage license 

makes this tax go away. 
Married couples can avoid other “death 

taxes” as well, or at least delay them. Un-
der the Maryland estate tax, any portion of 
an estate that exceeds $1 million in value is 
taxed at up to 16 percent. The estate tax is 
less of a concern at the federal level, where 
only the portion of an estate that exceeds 
$5.34 million in value is taxed, but at the 
much higher rate of 40 percent. (Note that 
the value of an estate includes any life insur-
ance or retirement accounts owned by the 
decedent.) 

When one spouse dies, any bequest to 
the surviving spouse is generally tax-free. 
But estate taxes may be due on the sec-
ond death if the surviving spouse’s estate 
exceeds either the state or federal exemp-
tion amount. To minimize this tax liability, an 
experienced estate-planning attorney can 
prepare wills that include provisions for a 
“bypass trust” – an effective estate-planning 
tool reserved to married couples.

With so many incentives in place, many 

gay and lesbian couples are asking whether 
there is any good reason not to get married. 
The legal drawbacks are few and generally 
apply only in certain circumstances. For ex-
ample, the “marriage penalty” under the fed-
eral income tax code can mean a higher tax 
bill for certain couples with similar incomes. 
And the income limits for contributing to a 
Roth IRA are lower for married couples who 
file jointly than for singles. Your accountant 
or tax preparer can tell you whether these 
considerations would apply to you.

For most couples, the benefits of mar-
riage will far outweigh the potential down-
sides. When deciding whether the time is 
right to tie the knot, they might well consider 
Miss Manners’ response to another reader. 
When asked whether it would be proper for 
a visibly pregnant woman to hold a wedding, 
Miss Manners said, “This event comes un-
der a particular category of ‘proper’ known 
as ‘high time.’” t

lee carpenter is an associate at the law 
firm of Semmes, Bowen & Semmes and can 
be reached at 410-576-4729 or lcarpenter@
semmes.com. this article offers general 
info, not specific legal advice.

Happily 
Ever After

“After happily living 
together for years – and 
in some cases decades – 
would they be better off 
for owning a marriage 

license?”

The Law
Lee Carpenter

& You
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By niCOLe BettiS 
It’s that time of year again. Most of us are 
setting goals, making resolutions, and in-
dulging in our many guilty pleasures for 
the last time. We are reflecting and con-
templating where we have reached in life 
thus far and those of us who aren’t too 
depressed by the determinations are ea-
gerly planning out the next chapters.  
Some of my resolutions this year include: 
getting a new car, saving more money, eating 
less chocolate, exercis- ing 
more, etc. Although 
these are very 
decent goals 
/ resolutions, 
after analyz-
ing them I 
realized that 
none of them 
make me a 
better more 
complete per-
son (with the 
exception of ex-
ercising more and 
that’s even debatable, de-
pending on how you look at it). So I started 
thinking, “What could I resolve to do that 
would improve my overall being on a spiritu-
al level?” Something that isn’t at all monetary 
or selfish. after careful deliberation I came 
up with, “In 2014, I resolve to be a fruit cake!” 
Now before you turn the page, assuming 
that I’m completely off my rocker let me ex-
plain. When I was about 20 years old, I de-
cided to come out to my father; even though 
he was never an active part of my life – for 
reasons that are still unbeknownst to me, I 
sought out his approval. After talking, com-
pletely uninterrupted for with seemed to be 
hours, I anxiously awaited his response. He 
said, in what was undoubtedly the most dis-
approving tone he could muster, “So you’re 
a god-damn fruitcake?” I had no idea how 

thinking OUtLOUD

2014 has arrived – all bright, shiny, and 
full of potential! And coming with it are the 
myriad promises we make. 

We vow (and fervently at that), “This 
year’s gonna be different because this 
time, I’m gonna stick to my New Year’s 
resolutions!”

Well, include me on that very lengthy 
list of folk! But before I share my very own 
resolutions with you, I thought it’d be rath-
er nifty to explore the roots of this time-
honored tradition – as well as the success 
rate of those who make these pledges. 

Historian Bill Petro writes that New 
Year’s Day celebra-
tions originated in 
pre-Christian times, 
beginning with the 
Babylonians in March; 
however, the Romans 
changed the festivities 
to January. (The first month of the year 
gets its name from Janus, the two-faced 
god who looks backwards into the old year 
and forwards into the new one). 

Petro states, “The custom of setting 
‘New Year’s resolutions’ began during this 
period in Rome, as they made such resolu-
tions with a moral flavor, mostly to be good 
to others.  But when the Roman Empire 
took Christianity as its official state religion 
in the 4th century, these moral intentions 
were replaced by prayers and fasting.”   

Now, fast-forward. The historian adds 
that in the 18th century, “Puritans urged 
their children to spend their time reflect-
ing on the year past and contemplating the 
year to come.”

And the following is quite notewor-
thy:  according to Petro, “The great Ameri-
can theologian Jonathan Edwards, brought 
up in New England Puritan culture, took the 
writing of resolutions to an art form.  But 
he did not write his resolutions of a single 
day.”

The historian continues, “Rather, dur-
ing a two-year period when he was about 
19 or 20 following his graduation from 

Yale, he compiled some 70 resolutions on 
various aspects of his life, which he com-
mitted to reviewing each week.” 

 What were a few of those 70?  Well, 
here are three:

resolved, in narrations never to speak 
anything but the pure and simple verity.

resolved, never to speak evil of any, 
except i have some particular good call for 
it.

resolved, always to do what i can to-
wards making, maintaining and establish-
ing peace, when it can be without over-
balancing detriment in other respects.

 And just how successful are we in 
keeping our New Year’s resolutions? Well, 
since we conduct studies on just about ev-
erything, here’s one for you, courtesy of 
Wikipedia:  In 2007, richard Wiseman of 
the University of Bristol in the United King-
dom conducted one involving 3,000 indi-
viduals. It showed that 88 percent of those 
who set New Year’s resolutions fail, despite 
the fact that 52 percent of the participants 
were confident of success at the begin-
ning. “Men achieved their goal 22 percent 
more often when they engaged in goal set-
ting (a system where small measurable 
goals are being set; such as, a pound a 

week, instead of ‘los-
ing weight’), while 
women succeeded 
10 percent more 
when they made 
their goals public 
and got support from 

their friends.”
So now, what are my resolutions for 

2014? I have only one, actually: continuing 
to dutifully apply the principles of “Wishes 
Fulfilled,” the influential book and seminar 
by the insanely popular Dr. Wayne Dyer, 
the motivational speaker and best-selling 
self-help author of more than 30 books.

The salient message of “Wishes Ful-
filled” is that “a change in feeling (and think-
ing) is a change in (your) destiny.” Dr. Dyer 
explains how you go about doing just that. 

I started applying Dr. Dyer’s tenets last 
year, and began to see extraordinary re-
markable shifts and changes in feeling – 
and thinking! Last June, I adapted “Wishes 
Fulfilled” for a Mood Swings column en-
titled, “Food for the Soul.” If you haven’t 
already, check it out.

So again: New Year’s resolutions, 
anyone? t

Wyatt o’brian evans is a journalist, in-
structor, motivational speaker and author 
of the new novel, “Nothing can tear us 
apart – rage” For more, visit Wyattevans.
com and follow him at Facebook.com/wy-
attoevans. 

New Year’s 
Resolutions, 
Anyone?

RESOLVED: To be a Fruitcake

Swings
Mood

Wyatt O’Brian Evans

to respond and I felt ashamed. Since then I 
have grown much more comfortable being in 
the skin I’m in but, oddly enough, I do still find 
myself shying away just a bit from his disap-
proving glares. It’s almost as if subconscious-
ly I agree that there is something wrong with 
who I am.

This year, I’ve decided to make a con-
scious effort to not only be myself, but to do 
it without guilt. I’ve decided to love me, un-
conditionally. Although, on the surface this 

may seem a bit selfish, on 
a deeper level 

it actually 
b e n e f i t s 
self and 
everyone 
else you 
e n c o u n -
ter. Being 
e x a c t l y 

who you 
are in any 

circumstance 
is especially 

e n c o u r a g i n g 
and motivating to 

those who have not yet found the valor to do 
it themselves. It allows other people to see 
that behind the fear and frustration of judg-
ment is freedom and peace of mind. When 
you commit to being / loving yourself, even 
your demeanor shouts to the world that, “Hey, 
I’m perfectly okay with me and you should be 
too!”

Let’s stop letting people (family included) 
distort and manipulate our opinions of our-
selves by accepting the wangled words and 
expressions that they use to describe us. 
Keeping in mind that people’s thoughts and 
opinions are direct reflections of who they 
are, not who you are, hold your head high. 
Remember that the world is made up of an 
amazing amalgam of people and you just add 
to the brilliant colors! t

Pain Relief
Stress Reduction
Energy Medicine

Couples’ Massage Instruction

www.GoddessWithinHealing.com
8700 Old Harford Road, Suite L5B 

Parkville, MD 21234Parkville, MD 21234
443-803-4876 

Tanisia Smith
BA, LMT, NCBTMB, MBLEX
Massage Therapist 
Reiki Master
Intuitive 

Mention This Ad To Receive
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Healing For The Whole Self
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taught that weight loss was simply a mat-
ter of decreasing calorie input (food) and 
increasing calorie output (exercise.) How-
ever, starting in the 1990s, several large 
studies of dieting for weight loss were re-
leased. They showed that “no diet studied 
resulted in sustained weight loss (weight 
loss lasting more than five years) for more 
than 5% of people. In other words, for ev-
ery type of diet studied, 19 out of 20 people 
gained back all the weight they lost, fre-
quently plus additional weight, within five 
years.” There are a number of ways to 
react to this information. Some have said 
that the 95% who “failed” in each study 
must not have been following the diet cor-
rectly. This seems unreasonable: if 95% of 
people can’t follow the instructions for an 
intervention, there’s something wrong with 
the intervention, not the people.

So perhaps you can see why I do not 
recommend that anyone go on a diet. The 
whole idea of “going on” a diet implies that 
eventually the person will “go off” the diet. 
It’s a better idea to make some positive, 

long-term life-
style changes 
which will make 
you feel bet-
ter right now 
and might have 
a side effect 
of slow, long-
term weight 
loss. These 
will be worth-
while even if 
you don’t lose 
weight. For ex-
ample: 

• Start exercising, slowly working up to 
30 minutes three days a week (or five if 
you are able to.) 

• Cut down and eventually stop drinking 
sugared soda and other sweetened drinks

• Decrease the size of dinner. Make 
lunch your largest meal.

• Increase fresh fruits and vegetables
• Decrease fried foods
• Decrease carbohydrates (starches 

and sweets)
Eat more slowly with fewer distractions 

(not in front of the TV). Be aware you are 
eating. Keep in mind that slow weight loss 
(1/2 lb a week or less) is more likely to be 
lasting. Losing just 5 percent of your initial 
weight (10 pounds for a 200-pound person) 
can significantly improve your health. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I was surprised that none of your sug-

gested New Year’s resolutions mentioned 
weight loss. Don’t you think being over-
weight is an important problem? I’m sur-
prised at you!

Faithful Reader

Dear Faithful,
I agree that obesity is an important 

health problem. In some individuals, obe-
sity is associated with diabetes, high blood 
pressure (and therefore heart attacks and 
strokes), el-
evated cho-
lesterol, and 
arthritis of 
the hips and 
knees. How-
ever, it is im-
portant to real-
ize that many 
obese people 
never develop 
any of these 
complications.

For many 
obese people, 
the greatest harm from obesity comes from 
the social stigma attached to obesity. This 
can start in early childhood, or whenever 
the onset of obesity occurs. Obese children 
and adults are told in many ways that they 
are “less than,” not as worthy as their thin 
peers. Obese people suffer discrimination 
in employment, social life, and education. 
As a result, many suffer from depression 
and low self-esteem.

The reason I did not suggest weight 
loss as a New Year’s resolution is that the 
column was about successful New Year’s 
resolutions. The vast majority of attempts 
at weight loss are not successful. The rea-
sons for this are not clear, but may be re-
lated to the metabolic set point which is set 
when a person is at their high weight, and 
which the body tends to return to despite 
the person’s attempts to lose weight. Un-
til and through the 1980s, physicians were 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

What About 
Overweight? 

Study to Help the AIDS Research Effort
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Mental Health Professional   |   AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc

Contractual 4 hours per week. No benefits. Grant Funded through June 30, 2014
Position Summary:
Mental Health Professional:Mental Health Professional: A clinical position responsible for the delivery of 
mental health assessments, counseling and other therapeutic services; limited 
clinical case management services to an identified client population. Clients of 
No Wrong Door (NWD) program are transgender adults at high risk for 
substance abuse, infectious disease including HIV, and mental illness. Position 
maintains client caseload, following established treatment guidelines agency 
policies and procedures. policies and procedures. Works with the Behavioral Intervention Specialist to 
identify clients most in need of clinical services. Provide supports to help clients 
maximize beneficial outcomes of therapeutic services. Provides therapeutic 
intervention in a variety of treatment modalities individually matched to the needs 
of each client.  Provides referrals to other services and programs in the 
community, as needed. Actively advocates on behalf of the client. 
Minimum Requirements
•• 5 years previous experience providing therapeutic mental health services.
• 3 years previous experience successfully providing therapeutic mental health 
services to adult lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender adult clients.
• Familiarity with the current Standards Of Care for the Health of Transsexual, 
Transgender, and Gender Nonconforming People (version 7, 2012), published by 
the World Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH).
•• Familiarity with the Competencies for Counseling with Transgender Clients 
(2009), published by the Association for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Issues in Counseling (ALGBTIC).
• Previous experience and proven ability to work in affirming ways with 
transgender persons of diverse cultural backgrounds.
Education/Licenses/Certifications:
• Master’s Degree or higher in a behavioral health field
•• Must be licensed to provide clinical services in the State of Maryland; license 
must be Active and in Good Standing.
Additional Information:
Psychologist (Ph.D. or Psy.D.) or Psychiatrist (DO/MD) preferred

How to Apply:
Email Interest Letter, C.V., and pay requirements to:  

BaltoAIDS@aol.com , with *NWD Job Applicant* in the 
Subject line, or send postal mail to:Subject line, or send postal mail to:

Jeffrey Grabelle, Chief Operating Officer
Re: NWD Job Applicant

AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc.
10 E. Eager Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
No calls or email queries, please.

A NEW YEAR, A NEW ERA
Metropolitan Community Church of Baltimore

401 West Monument Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

www.mccbaltimore.org
Phone: 410-669-6222 (410-NOW-MCCB)

Reverend Victoria Burson
Service: Sunday 10:00 a.m.Service: Sunday 10:00 a.m.

We are a Christian Church proclaiming God's LOVE to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered 
communities and anyone who is willing to walk  with us in our journey of faith.

MCC
METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCHES

SYNAGOGUE

Call 
Mary Taylor for information
1-410-802-1310
or email
Taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

Advertise Your Church Here!
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Spiritual
Directory

Old Otterbein
United Methodist Church

112 West Conway Street
Batlimore, MD 21201

(410) 685-4703

http://oldotterbeinumc.org/
Find us on Find us on Facebook!

We are a diverse church, 
open to all.
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to that poem (“Green Behind 
The Ears”). That’s kind of rare 
for me, in a way. I’ve done it 
as a writing exercise, but this 
was like, “Oh, wow, what am 
I going to do with this? I re-
ally like this!” I started sing-
ing it out almost immediately 
because it’s really close to my 
process, really close to what I 
was going through in terms of 
my kids and what I had just ex-
perienced through my sister’s 
illness and the death of my 
mom. “So much freshness to 
unlearn,” is the line. How ten-
der and green we are. I got re-
ally sad, very emotional. This 
one poem brought all that in 
for me in just a few sentences. 
She has that talent.

gS: Do you know if kay 
has heard Still Green and 

more specifically “green Behind the ears”?
PL: She has definitely heard the song. We waited until 

it was fairly well along, until Jonatha was on it, to send it 
to her for permission. She responded almost immediately. 
We got to her through friends of ours, a poet friend. She’s 
been very generous. She doesn’t want a fee for it. I need 
to find where to send the album because I would love for 
her to have a copy.

gS: while on the Cape, do you ever cross paths 
with poet Mary Oliver?

PL: [Laughs] I’ve been to her house in Provincetown, 
but she wasn’t there. Artist friends of mine were stay-
ing there, friends of hers. I’m a big fan of hers as well. I 
haven’t had the chance to meet her yet. She’s got a lot of 
fans worldwide. 

gS: you sing about coffee in “Mando Drum” and 
name check Starbucks in “new hotel.” is there some-
thing you’re trying to tell us?

PL: [Big laugh] Those are two really different songs. 
We had gotten to the tea point, the Earl Grey in the morn-
ing and maybe a little in the afternoon. Then we adopted 
our first daughter [laughs] and it was back to the coffee. 
We try not to make it too strong. It’s definitely a lifestyle for 
me. The reference to Starbucks in “New Hotel” is some-
what ironic. I was writing that song in a really beautiful 
field and I wondered why was that hotel there, why that 
(highway) exit with nothing else. I just see the process, 
the exurbination of America. These little farm fields in 
Pennsylvania, or wherever I was, why here? You travel to 
Canada and you can go for a long time, like an hour, which 
by American standards is a long time on the road, without 
a gas station, without a McDonald’s or anything. And yet, 
when I do see the Starbucks sign in 10 or 15 miles, I’m 
going to wait [laughs]. I know there is at least some stan-
dard of excellence there. The song “Mando Drum,” that’s 
just something that I had the loop for for years and it was 
fun to be able to write lyrics for it. It was a fun thing to put 
together.t

LiveLy artS // PERSONALITIES

voice recorder, I thought, I’m going to get 
back to that. It was a different few years. 
I didn’t have the wherewithal to get back 
into these long writing periods. I started 
going through stuff and said, “Wow, I like 
this song, but I need to finish it” [laughs]. 
Towards the end of the writing process, I 
thought, you need to go back to the note-
book. These tools are great for putting 
down the ideas, but then you need to go 
back and listen to them once or twice a 
week so that you know where you’re at. I 
still haven’t culled all the ideas out. 

gS: Over the course of the disc you 
take the listener from “grief” in “Best of 
intentions” to gratitude in “Because of 
this” – do you think that you wouldn’t 
have made the journey yourself if you 
hadn’t been able to turn these experi-
ences into songs?

PL: No, I think the songs are a re-
flection of the journey. It’s very internal. 
There’s a reason why, in the Jewish tradi-
tion, that you have this service about a year afterwards, 
because I found that this whole year you’re still in mourn-

ing or it’s reminiscent of what hap-
pened a year ago or here’s a holiday 
and I can’t call. My dad died a year 
ago in September, but this time of 
year I still know what I was doing. I 
feel so fortunate to have the partner 
I have for 28 years now, and a family 
we started late in life [laughs]. I feel 
full of emotion and joy. I told a friend 
of mine that I cry almost every day 
with joy. The beauty of these children 
and the companionship I have and 
how fragile life is. I’m seeing how my 
life can be as a writer and musician 
and then as a mother.

gS: Being a singer/songwriter 
of literary merit, it’s not surprising 
that kay ryan’s poetry found its 
way into your music, as it does. 
you even make reference to “hum-

ming…some little poem” in “Soon as i’m Better” and 
“all the poems jangling in my head” in “My Baby.” is 
interacting with poetry a part of your daily routine?

PL: It gives me points of reflection. I think the deeper 
fiction works, for me, shows me what someone can do with 
ideas and words and I get amazed by the story unfolding. 
For me, poetry really feels closer to what I do in terms 
of that one line that encapsulates the idea and emotion. 
Kay’s poetry definitely does that for me. My friend (musi-
cian Peter Mulvey) sent me a book of her poems. I love 
his writing and I love when we tour together because we 
talk about different writers. They immediately struck me as 
songs. The rhyming couplets or the internal rhyme she has 
is something that I love doing, as do other songwriters. 
Sometimes I go, what can you do with words? Or what has 
someone I admire done with words? I just started singing 

By gregg ShaPirO
Out singer/songwriter Patty Larkin is rapidly approaching 
her 30th year as a recording artist. Her latest disc is the ra-
diant and raw Still Green (Signature Sounds). An extraor-
dinary guitarist, Larkin stretches the bounds of traditional 
folk incorporating influences ranging from jazz to rock, 
with the occasional bit of programming thrown in (check 
out the loops on “Mando Drum” and “So Cold”). A musical 
journey of healing and heartache, Still Green is a verdant 
collection of tunes that highlights Larkin’s ability to make 
us cry, laugh and think, all set to immediately appealing 
and unforgettable melodies. I spoke with Larkin shortly 
before the release of the disc. 

gregg Shapiro: On your previous album, 25, you 
were joined by a coterie of musical friends including 
rosanne Cash, Shawn Colvin, Janis ian, Catie Curtis 
and Dar williams. your new disc Still Green features 
guest appearances by Jonatha Brooke and Merrie am-
sterburg. Can you please say something about the 
role these well-known musicians play in your life?

Patty Larkin: All of the people who joined me on 25 
were and still are people whom I admire greatly and whom 
I had worked with over the period of my career. Someone 
such as Jonatha Brooke, I just admire her work so greatly. 
She comes up with these really beautiful vocal ideas. I 
think she’s really creative. I’ve 
toured with Merrie Amsterburg 
and I’m a big fan of her music. I 
found (producer Mike Denneen) 
through Merrie, so there’s this 
whole Boston link.

gS: Birdsong at Morning, 
who performed on 25, can also 
be heard on Still Green. what 
do you like about working with 
this trio?

PL: alan Williams is the main 
songwriter and lead vocalist for 
Birdsong At Morning. He and 
his wife Darleen Wilson are old 
friends of mine. Dar produced my 
second album in 1987 and is an 
old friend of my partner Bette’s. 
I’m emotionally close to them. 

gS: in the liner notes for 
Still Green, you write that the songs were culled 
from “journals, digital recorders, cell phones, smart-
phones, scraps of paper, from memory and dreams.” 

PL: [Laughs]
gS: is this typical of your songwriting process? 
PL: This is a new batch of songs. The last was 2008. 

That process was more, get up in the morning, go to my 
friend’s barn and write and put stuff down on my ProTools 
rig on my computer. For this one, my studio wasn’t up and 
running. I upgraded my entire studio and just hadn’t gotten 
it together [laughs]. A lot of it was on my cell phone and 
iPhone and digital recorder, which I take with me when I 
visit my family and record in my hotel room or my room. 
The interesting thing about that process was that I thought 
I had 40 or 50 songs. It turns out that I had maybe six or 
eight finished songs, and 34 snippets. Once I put it on the 

Patty Larkin Goes Green on New Disc

Patty 
Larkin
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g r a n d m o t h e r 
Madonna on 
the pointless 
“Me Against the 

Music” and was at her most autobiographi-
cal on “Toxic.” Britney went out of her way 
to reinvent herself as more of an urban 

act in later years, ex-
emplified by “Gimme 
More,” “Womanizer,” 
“If You Seek amy” 
(get it?), and “Hold 
It Against Me,” but 
she’ll always be Dis-
ney’s trailer park prin-
cess.

Would we have 
a Lady Gaga without 
Britney or Madonna? 
Probably not. In her 
favor, Lady Gaga can 
actually sing. Now if 
she could only have 
found better material 

for her third full-length studio album artpop 
(Streamline/Interscope). For someone so 
obsessed with fashion – not only in her per-
sonal aesthetic but in new songs such as 
“Donatella” and “Fashion!” – much of art-

By gregg ShaPirO
Oh, Walt Disney, what have you done? 
From beyond the grave you’ve unleashed 
a new breed of demented divas, with 
Lindsay Lohan and Brit-
ney Spears leading the 
pack. Britney’s inexpli-
cable music career is 
summed up in 32 tracks 
on the double disc the 
essential britney Spears 
(RCA/Legacy), although 
the word “essential” 
anywhere near Spears’ 
name should raise some 
eyebrows. With the aid of 
some of the worst, Swed-
ish songwriters since 
Benny Andersson and 
Björn Ulvaeus, Spears 
soared to the top of the 
charts and into the hearts of confused 
adolescent girls with suggestive tunes in-
cluding “…Baby One More Time,” “Oops!... 
I Did It Again” and “Stronger,” to name 
a few. Britney teamed up with her fairy 

Britney and Beyond pop already feels dat-
ed. On “G.u.Y.,” Gaga 
sounds like she’s recy-
cling herself. “Swine” 
sounds great, until you 
hear the lyrics. Only 
the intoxicating “Dope” 
offers a glimmer of 
hope. A steaming dish 
of drama, the song 
indicates a newfound 
maturity, one that the 
Lady might consider 
exploring further on 
her next effort.

On Prism (Capitol), 
her third album under 
the Katy Perry moniker, the teenage dreamer 
attempts to grow up in public, reconnect-
ing with her spiritual side, while not entirely 
abandoning her party girl image. “Legend-
ary Lovers” combines Eastern and Middle 
Eastern musical influences with references 
to “scripture” and Perry picks herself up “By 
The Grace of God” and calls on truth and the 
“Universe.” Even a seeker needs to dance 
and Perry takes us clubbing on “Walking On 
Air,” “This Moment,” and the unapologetically 
suggestive “Birthday” (“let me get you in your 
birthday suit/it’s time to bring out the big bal-
loons”). But, like Gaga, Perry has taken to 
cannibalizing herself – “International Smile” 
sounds too much like “Teenage Dream” 
(thanks to the unoriginal machinations of Max 
Martin and “Dr. Luke”).

Britney, Gaga and Perry better keep a 
collective eye on Sky Ferreira whose long-
awaited full-length debut (complete with 
controversial cover) Night time, my time 
(Capitol) is one of the 
best albums of 2013. 
Edgy and exhilarat-
ing, Ferreira, who co-
wrote all 12 songs, is 
an undeniable force, 
confidently drawing on 
a range of styles and 
effortlessly making 
them her very own. 
From Suicide-inspired 
electro on “Omanko” 
and “ain’t Your right” 
to the timeless retro of 
“Boys” and “24 Hours” 
and the modern pop “I 
Blame Myself,” “You’re 
Not The One” and 
“Love In Stereo,” Sky 
Ferreira’s time has 
come. 

If you asked Celine 
Dion, she would prob-
ably tell you that she is 
in a league of her own. 

Rich drama.  Intrigue.  Masculine romance.  
Erotically-charged situations.  Unexpected twists and turns.

These ingredients make "RAGE!"  one steamy, HOT page-turner!
Purchase your copy exclusively at www.wyattevans.com

But on her new 
English lan-
guage album 
loved me back 
to life (Co-
lumbia), Dion 
comes across 
as an artist of 
a certain age 
trying to ap-
peal to a much 
younger audi-
ence. Her (re-
spectful) cover 
of lesbian sing-
er /songwr i ter 
Janis Ian’s “At 

Seventeen” feels like she’s trying to tell 
fellow ugly-duckling teens that she’s just 
like them – and that she transformed into 
something swanlike. a duet with Ne-Yo on 
“Incredible” feels like another audience ex-
pansion technique, while a duet with Stevie 
Wonder (on Wonder’s “Overjoyed”) and the 
Diane Warren drama “unfinished Songs” 
are nods to that earlier generation of her 
longtime fans.

When Halcyon, Ellie Goulding’s sec-
ond domestically released album came 
out, the public was still digging her first do-
mestic disc and its big hit single “Lights.” 
That’s probably why the “single version” of 
the song was one of the tacked-on bonus 
tracks. Even with a catchy single such as 
“Anything Could Happen,” Halcyon didn’t 
catch on as expected. The expanded dou-
ble disc set Halcyon days (Cherry Tree/
Interscope) builds on the original with 
a second disc of 10 (!) more tracks, the 

best of which include 
“Burn,” “Hearts Without 
Chains” and “How Long 
Will I Love You.”

This column began 
with Disney and it ends 
that way, too. Zendaya, 
who can be seen on the 
Disney Channel series 
Shake it up, enters the 
music arena with her 
self-titled debut on Hol-
lywood Records. Unfor-
tunately, much of the 
forgettable tracks, espe-
cially “Fireflies,” “Putcha 
Body Down,” “My Baby,” 
sound like the kinds of 
tunes popular with strip-
pers, pole dancers and 
Molly users, both gay 
and straight. Only “Love 
You Forever” hints at 
Zendaya’s greater po-
tential. t

Lady gaga

Sky ferreira

ellie goulding
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arising. Unfortunately, a sudden death in the 
family brings the three Weston daughters 
back home to deal with their pill-addicted, 
chain-smoking mother who knows every-

one’s dirty little secrets and isn’t afraid to re-
veal them, usually at the dining-room table.

Violet Weston (Meryl Streep) has an acid 
tongue – ironic in a way since she also has 
mouth cancer – and gets along the best with 
daughter Ivy (Julianne Nicholson), mainly 
because she’s the one who’s stayed close to 
home. She could care less about Karen (Ju-
liette Lewis), but she has the most disdain for 
oldest daughter Barbara (Julia Roberts), who 
flew the coop and broke her father’s heart, 
or so Violet tells her. There are also more 
relatives and spouses who converge on the 
Weston home, and Violet is sure to have a 
choice word or two for all of them, including 
her new caretaker Johnna (Misty Upham). 
As everyone tries to deal with their grief and 

By ChUCk DUnCan
During the end of the year, you can usually 
count on hearing about – if not seeing until 
sometime in the New Year – those movies 

that people like to call “Oscar bait.” Two of 
the Christmas releases certainly fall into that 
category (american Hustle, the Wolf of Wall 
Street), as does a third that’s now opening 
across the country after getting a limited run 
in some larger markets in order to qualify 
for… the Oscars!

august: osage county comes with a ma-
jor pedigree. The movie is based on the Tony 
Award-winning Best Play, which also won a 
Pulitzer Prize for drama. Pretty heady stuff 
for a movie to live up to. The story centers on 
the Weston family, who are anything but the 
typical Midwesterners movies like to portray 
as stereotypically down-to-earth and bonded. 
No, the Westons can barely be in a room to-
gether without some type of disagreement 

Streep & Roberts Go for the Gold in August: Osage County

family drama

B'MORE QUEER 
FILM FEST

Invites You to a Special 
Presentation of...

$35 for Church Potluck Meet & Greet 
with Del Shores & Emerson Collins

or 
$24 for Both Films Only

www.bmorequeer.org

April 6th 20142:00 pm An All Access Pass
to the Festival. The 

Perfect Gift for Your 
Valentine.

Southern Tragic Humor Double Bill; 
Del Shores's Sordid Lives & Southern Baptist Sissies

their secrets (separations, secret love affairs, 
even deeper family secrets), the daughters 
also realize that Violet needs help because 
of her addiction.

Streep, naturally, steals the show with 
her performance as the addled matriarch of 
the family. Whether she’s boozy, high or just 
downright vicious, she is riveting to watch es-
pecially as she spars verbally and physically 
with Roberts. Roberts also is magnetic and 
can certainly hold her own against Streep, 
holding in her anger throughout the film until 
it just boils over, making you gasp and cheer 
at the same time as she lunges across the 
dining room table to give Violet the smack-
down she’s been asking for.

As you watch these two perform though, 
no matter how great they are, you kinda start 
to think that these are exactly the kind of 
roles people take to win an Oscar. You start 
to wonder if it was simply because of the ma-
terial, the cast, the other actors and then it all 
comes around to realizing that, even though 
no one will admit it, someone’s agent and 
manager said, “This is a role that will win you 
an Oscar,” so they took it. To me, this movie 
felt like a spotlight for Streep and Roberts. 

Advertise in Lively Arts…

and Help Keep the Arts Alive!
410.802.1310

That’s not to take away from anyone else 
because Nicholson gives a very nice, quiet, 
painful performance that could be overshad-
owed by the theatrics of Streep and Roberts. 
Lewis is criminally under-used, so much so 
that you wish she did have more screen time. 
Chris Cooper probably stands out the most 
as he tries to hold the family together, but the 
other cast members almost fade into the dark 
shadows of the Weston home (and Benedict 
Cumberbatch just seems completely out of 
place).

The film is handsomely produced and 
well-directed by John Wells, and it certainly 
has quality written all over it. The script by 
Tracey Letts (who also wrote the play) crack-
les with energy and keeps the plot rolling. It’s 
definitely a very good movie, one of the best 
films of the year but is it the Best Picture of 
the year? As much as I enjoyed it all around 
(it is in my top ten list for 2013), as much as 
I loved the dynasty-style brawl and cutting 
dialogue, it just felt in the end that this was all 
put together for one reason: to win awards. 
august: osage county is terrific entertain-
ment but it still feels a bit more shallow than 
anyone wants you to believe. t

Lady gaga

Sky ferreira
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Well Happy New Year Ya’ll! – I hope ev-
eryone had a safe and enjoyable holiday. I 
have missed you all – Now it’s time to ditch 
the hangovers and dive into a New Year! 

First I want to say congratulations to 
both Iyana Deschanel & Brooklyn Heights 
on their recent engagement. 

Friday, January 10th, – Club hippo (1 
West Eager Street, Baltimore) presents: 
Josie & The Pussycats. Performances by 
Iyana Deschanel, Brooklyn Heights, Jor-
din Jamison, Sabrina Sommers, and more! 
Doors open at 10 p.m., with showtime 11 
p.m. – $7 general admission at the door. 

Saturday, January 11th, – the Lodge 
(21614 National Pike, Boonsboro, Mary-
land): Illusions Lounge Drag Show hosted 
by Araya Sparxx starts at 11 p.m. Perfor-
mances by Kayla Kelly & Shirley Good-
ness, and Mercy. There is a $3 cover be-
fore 10 p.m. / $5 after 10 p.m.

the Overlea (6809 Belair Road, Balti-
more) will be playing host to the first ever 
Miss Charm City Triple Threat. Produced 
by Devine Productions, with performances 
by some of Baltimore’s favorite queens, 
this is an open pageant and the event is 
open to 18-plus. Doors open at 8 p.m. – 
Showtime 9 p.m. with a $10 cover at the 
door. 

Friday, January 17th – the Lodge 
presents: “Night on 42nd Street: A Tribute 
to Broadway.” $3 cover before 10 p.m. and 
$5 after 10 p.m. Performances by: Araya 

Sparxx, Ashley Bannks, Dimitria Black-
well, and more.

Monday, January 20th – Club hippo 
Josie Foster continues her weekly Monday 
Night Spotlight Show. As always, there is 
no cover. Show times are 9:30 and 10:30 
p.m.

Friday, January 24th – Club hippo will 
play host to Miss Freestate 2014. Hosted 
by Josie Foster with performances by: 
Anastacia Amor, Araya Sparxx, Ashley 
Bannks & more! Doors open at 10 p.m. 
Pageant starts at 10:30 p.m. General ad-
mission tickets are $8 / $10 reserved. 

gallery 788 (3602 Hickory Avenue, 
Baltimore) invites you to relax and enjoy 
the show. Hosted by yours truly, Ada Buf-
fet. Performances by Jezzi Bell Devine, 
Heather-Marie Thomas, Anita Minnet & 
more! Join Gallery 788, as these queens 
show you what it means to be... art in mo-
tion. No cover / Showtime 8 p.m.

That’s about all I know of as far as up-
coming events go. Remember, if you want 
to have your event listed here you can 
always email me (dragstage@adabuffet.
com). Bundle up out there, and try to keep 
warm.

I’ll see you – out and about! t

Cold Means Hot

LiveLy artS

Stage
Drag

Ada Buffet

BAR GUIDE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
www.club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Ave. 

410-539-6965410-539-6965

HIPPO
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

Grand Central
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on Read
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

Leon’s 
870 Park Ave

410-539-4993410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe 
Gallery

1816 North Charles Street
410-625-6440410-625-6440

www.stationnortharts.com

The Lodge Lounge & Dance 
Club

21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

The Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N

LauLaurel, MD 20723
301-498-4840                                                                                                                               

www.pwsplace.com

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Stallions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                (717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenh891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's RancH
8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080

REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE

Big Sissies Bar & GrillBig Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

Frogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234302-227-2234

Double L
622 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-0818

 Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

RRehoboth Beach, DE 
302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple  The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 
Rigby’s Bar & Grill

404 Rehoboth Avenue 
RRehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

302-227-6080 
www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

wwwww.iguanagrill.com

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488
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the Liberty can dine at Clink, a restaurant featuring modern 
American cuisine prepared by classically-trained chef Jo-
seph Margate. Each dish reflects his intense focus on flavor 
and dedication to seasonal, sustainable, and local ingredi-
ents. Vestiges of original jails cells create cozy nooks for 
dining, and an open kitchen displays the theater of cooking 
as each stylish dish is prepared. Warm gold leather seats, 
butcher block tables and granite accents add contempo-
rary style to the dining experience. Another option is Lydia 
Shire’s newest restaurant, Scampo which exemplifies con-
temporary Italian cuisine and design with an open kitchen 

preparing brick oven pizzas, 
a house-made mozzarella 
bar, 38-seat private dining 
room, and an outdoor patio.

On the complete opposite 
end of the spectrum, Nine 
Zero is a swanky boutique 
hotel, which offers signature 
Kimpton Hotel hospitality and 
acclaimed style in the heart 
of downtown Boston. The 
property is centrally located 
across from Boston Com-
mon, steps from Beacon Hill 
and surrounded by the city’s 

top theaters, restaurants, and shops. The views from any of 
their corner rooms are absolutely breathtaking so be sure 
to request one if available. Internet access is complimen-
tary, which means more money to enjoy the nightlife. 

Boston offers a plethora of LGBT bars and clubs. From 
The Alley to Fritz Lounge to dBar the choices are almost 
endless and there are nightspots for every taste and bud-
get. 

Overall Boston is a wonderful city that deserves four or 
five days to really experience everything she has to offer. 
I’m definitely not waiting another 33 years to visit again. t

ary battlegrounds, Boston is also home to 
some of the most iconic figures in ameri-

can history. Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Elizabeth 
Poole all called Boston home. Architectural highlights are 
everywhere you look, from the Massachusetts Statehouse to 
St. Paul’s Church to Paul Revere’s home. Boston is a history 
junkie’s paradise. 

One of the best ways to experience the city is aboard the 
Boston Duck Tour. The land and river excursion will show 
you the major highlights on land including the golden-domed 
State House, Bunker Hill, TD Banknorth Garden, Boston 
Common, and Copley Square before seamlessly turning into 
a boat and talking passengers on an adventure along the 
Charles River.

Boston’s culinary scene is an experience in itself. Two 
destinations unique to the city include the North End (Little 
Italy) and Chinatown. Foodies will be delighted by the array 
of authentic restaurants in both areas of the city. I suggest 
spending the afternoon admiring the Chinatown Gate and 
enjoying dim sum at one of dozens of eateries in the neigh-
borhood.

Boston is also home to a realm of high-end establish-
ments, most notably The Palm. Start off your meal with an 
order of Bacon Wrapped Scallops or Sesame Seared ahi 
Tuna with seaweed salad, pickled ginger, wasabi, and soy 
vinaigrette. The fish is extremely fresh thanks to Boston’s 
seaside locale. Follow up your appetizer with the Beefsteak 
Tomato Capri salad prepared with sliced tomatoes, basil and 
imported mozzarella di bufala. 

Entrees are limitless at the Palm. Even though beef 
reigns supreme, I recommend 
the Signature Palm Surf ‘n’ 
Turf. Guests can add a half 
lobster to their choice of any 
USDA Prime corn-fed beef 
selection on the menu. If you 
saved room for dessert, go for 
the Bag of Warm Doughnuts 
dusted with cin-
namon sugar and 
served with choco-
late and raspberry 
sauce. After a long 
day exploring the 
city, you deserve it!

Hotel choices 
are abundant. Two 
properties I rec-
ommend are the 
Liberty Hotel and 
Nine Zero. The 
Liberty is one of 
the most unique 
properties that I’ve ever 
stayed in. Once home to the 
legendary Charles Street 
Jail, the hotel now boasts 
300 guest rooms, a 24-hour 
fitness center, and business 
center. Do Not Disturb signs 
are actually replicas of cell 
keys. I took one as a souve-
nir. Don’t tell anybody!

Furthermore, guests at 

By JOey aMatO
Growing up in New York City, Boston was always an arch 
nemesis, especially when it came to sports. Yankees vs. red 
Sox, Jets vs. Patriots – the rivalries are endless. So it should 
come as no surprise that it took me 33 years to visit the great 

city. And yes, I just showed my age! 
Boston is a city steeped in culture and tradition, even 

more so than New York. Yea, I said it! Known for its legend-

Out Destination: Boston
traveL

Paul revere’s house

hotel Liberty: a converted prison!
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Dining OUt

Brewer’s art
1106 North charles Street, baltimore
410-547-6925

By riCharD finger
The Brewer’s Art restaurant and micro-
brewery is situated in an old 19th century 
townhouse in Mt. Vernon. I had been to 
the downstairs bar several times in the 
recent past, but never to the restaurant. 
When walking upstairs to the dining room, 
I quickly concluded the look as a throw-
back to the heyday of Baltimore, with wood 
floors, high ceilings, and a fireplace. Inter-
esting photographs lined the walls of each 
room. Even in a full dining room, I could 
almost imag-
ine former 
residents din-
ing here in the 
past. 

My dinner 
c o m p a n i o n 
and I were 
seated quick-
ly, and greeted 
by Cory, our 
server for the 
evening. We 
were present-
ed with a wine 
list, as well as 
beer and din-
ner menus. 
The beer menu consisted of house-brewed 
beers (all $5.50) and a variety of mostly 
European and American offerings, includ-
ing wheat beers, fruit-infused beers, and 
IPAs. My choice was Birdhouse, described 
as a “pale ale that will warm you up even 
in the heart of winter.” Dinner was off to 
a great start, as the deiciously crisp beer 
was served fast and cold. 

After some time passed to enjoy our 
beers and converse, Cory returned to the 
table with some fresh bread and butter 
(flavored with resurrection wort) and en-
thusiastically told us about the dinner spe-
cial for the evening. The starter selections 
range in price from $7 (cheese spread) to 
$16 (venison tartare). I selected the baby 
spinach salad ($8) and my companion the 
salt roasted beets ($10). Both starters 
were well presented and amply portioned. 
The spinach salad was served with cara-
melized parsnip and complimented with 

brulee’d grapefruit vinaigrette. The com-
bination of these ingredients were flavor-
some. The beet dish included cherry gold 
goat cheese, pistachio butter, strawberry 
vinaigrette, and peppercress. Not only do 
those ingredients sound like an appealing 
grouping, my dinner companion confirmed 
the taste was delicious.

While there are not many main course 
selections on the dinner menu, there’s 
something for all tastes. The entrée se-
lections range in price from $18 for white 
yam gratin to $28 for steak frites. I se-
lected the half KCC farms chicken ($22), 
my dinner companion, the speck-wrapped 
Berkshire pork loin served with crispy kale. 
Again, the main courses were plentiful and 
served warm. The chicken was very ten-
der, tasty, and delightful. I couldn’t help but 
to take a bite of the pork dish, and found it 
also juicy. It is often common to serve pork 
uncooked, this was not the case tonight. 
The kale melted in your mouth, with a 

crispy, light tex-
ture. We later 
found out that 
the kale is deep 
fried to create 
the crispiness.

As the din-
ing began to fill, 
and Cory be-
came busier as 
a result, there 
was a delay 
in placing our 
dessert order. 
We were still 
enjoying the 
ambiance and 
conversa t ion , 

so we were not in a hurry. When Cory did 
return, we decided on the phyllo apple tart 
($7). All desserts range in price from $7 to 
$9, which is quite reasonable. It should be 
mentioned the phyllo was a wonderful tex-
ture, the apples were well flavored, but a 
little a too soft for our taste. Even with that 
said, we left no crumb on our plate!

Overall, our dining experience at 
Brewer’s Art was very satisfying. Cory 
made it quite memorable. He was very 
familiar with the menu options, and when 
asked, he explained he has been on staff 
for seven years, and also informed us that 
most of the staff had an average length of 
employment that significantly higher than 
what most restaurants experience. The 
downstairs bartender, Mark, has been with 
Brewer’s Art for over 16 years! Either for 
a romantic dinner for two, or with a fun 
dinner with friends, Brewer’s Art will more 
than succeed in meeting your needs. t

Suds and 
Hearty Fare

Brews and delicious food

Paul revere’s house
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We are looking to add to our 
great writing staff for these 

topics and more! 
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 Sports, Local News, Events or Restaurants

Piano in the Pub 
Wednesday & Sunday
10:00 pm - 12:00 am

1001/1003 NORTH CHARLES ST. BALTIMORE, MD 21201 (410) 752-7133

THE DISTINGUISHED ALTERNATIVE
GRAND CENTRAL

Featuring 
Mathew Kenworthy
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tory to nearly eliminate the multiple offer 
situations that popped up last year in some 
neighborhoods. So if you have a house to 
sell, it means you will want to make those 
long-delayed repairs, repaint that trim that 
is looking a bit flakey, replace that ragged-
looking carpet. Make sure that the buyer 
gets a first impression that wows them and 
will want to buy your house, and not the 
three others that are on their “final show-
ing” list.

4) Short sales and foreclosures will 
make up a smaller percentage of the 
inventory. This is probably the best news 
the New Year brings. With higher housing 
values, fewer and fewer homeowners will 
find themselves “under water” and can sell 
their homes outright, without going through 
the tedious and humiliating process of the 
short sale. While many foreclosures are 
already in the pipeline or in banks’ inven-
tory, fewer foreclosure procedures will 
begin which will gradually decrease their 
numbers by year’s end. A faster growing 
economy should ease the joblessness and 
financial distress that force people into 
foreclosure in the first place.

There will certainly be ups and downs 
along the road – each year is a roller coast-
er ride with great highs and disappointing 
lows – but at the end of the ride, I hope 
it finds you coasting into your new home. 
Just be sure to keep your hands and feet 
inside the car, and enjoy the ride! t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed 
real estate agent since 1998. in Novem-
ber, 2012, he was named a realtor Hero 
by the National association of realtors for 
his work promoting homeownership in bal-
timore. Send questions to him at wayne@
charmcityrealestate.com.

By wayne CUrtiS
Happy New Year! It’s always fun to throw 
out the old year, and look forward to what 
the new one will bring. 2013 was, by most 
people’s experience, the year that the real 
estate market finally turned upward and 
began to look like it was recovering from 
the last economic crash. Many of us ex-
pect that will continue and accelerate this 
year. So, if you’re expecting to make a 
move in the next 12 months, here’s a look 
at what you will most likely encounter when 
you do.

1) interest rates will be higher. Yes, 
the lowest interest rates on loans are gone, 
and will most likely not be coming back. 
However, even today’s slightly higher rates 
are very affordable by historical standards. 
Don’t procrastinate any further! Start work-
ing with a loan officer and get your taxes 
done early so you have 2013 information 
to hand over. Get your credit scores up if 
necessary, and a good loan officer will give 
you advice on how you can do that. For 
most people, getting a pre-approval let-
ter from a lender will take a while, so get 
started.

2) it will cost more to get a loan. No, 
this is not a repeat of the first point. Loan 
expenses have also increased, whether 
it’s on a government-backed FHA loan or 
a private conforming loan. You will see this 
most clearly expressed in the lender’s pa-
perwork showing the total cost of the loan, 
which includes interest rates and expens-
es rolled into one figure.

3) housing prices rose last year, and 
will continue to do so this year, but at 
a slower pace. One of the reasons that 
appreciation will slow down is that we will 
finally have built up enough housing inven-

What to Expect in 2014
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Here we go again. They have dropped 
another ball in Times Square and a New 
Year has begun. as balloons fell at the 
D.C. Eagle, I welcomed 2014. It was sad 
to think that this was the last New Year’s 
Eve at this location- but plans for a new 
D.C. Eagle are very much in the works. It 
was even sadder to note that another pop-
ular leather bar, The Double L in Rehoboth 
Beach, closed as the New Year began. I 
have many wonderful memories of the Mr. 
Double L Leather Contest held each Sep-
tember. I hope you got to go. I love the 
beach and I love my leather. It was great to 
have a location that put the two together.

Staying home 
can be fun, but we 
really have to start 
supporting our bars 
and venues. I hope 
you go out and sup-
port leather events, 
leather clubs, and 
our LGBT businesses this year. The leath-
er community needs to be out there in per-
son and not just on line. 

The best thing about a New Year is that 
you get to do everything all over again. You 
know how sometimes you think that some-
thing is going to be fun, but you end up not 
really having a good time and you feel like 
Phil Robertson at a gay pride parade? The 
New Year gives me a chance to experience 
my favorite leather events all over again 
and I know I will have a great time! 

For the leather community the year 
always begins with the Centaur MC and 
the Mid-atlantic Leather Weekend (MaL) 
in Washington, D.C. It is one of the larg-
est leather events in the country and is 
only second in size to the International Mr. 
Leather Contest held in Chicago. The Hy-
att Regency on Capitol Hill located at 400 
New Jersey avenue NW will be the place 
to be on the weekend of January 17-20. It 
may be cold outside, but it will be really hot 
inside as this large hotel fills with leather 
folks from all over the United States. There 
will be a huge leather mart, a D.C. boys of 

on the Jersey Shore for 
the 2014 Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR / Leatherboy 
/ Leather Woman, and 
Mid-Atlantic Commu-
nity Bootblack Contest. 
Hooker and boys have 
moved the 2014 event 
from the Hippo in Balti-
more to the Empress Ho-
tel in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. I have stayed at 
that hotel for New Jersey 
Leather Weekend and 
it’s a wonderful venue 
and is a great location 
within walking distance 
of many shops and res-
taurants. On March 27-
30 The Eisenhower Inn 
and Conference Center 
in Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania, will be the host 
hotel for Bears, Bikers & 
Mayhem 4. In between all 
the cocktail parties you 
can also enjoy the first 
ever Mr. Mayhem Leather 
Contest and the popular 
“Boots to Briefs” event 
on Saturday, March 29 
at Atland’s Ranch. Visit 
Bearsbikerandmayhem.
com for all the details. 

In April many leath-
er folks will gather at 
the Wyndham Peabody 
Court Hotel right here in Baltimore on April 
11-13 to help the ShipMates Club of Bal-
timore celebrate 40 years of brotherhood 
and community service. There will be a 
“Leather Dance” at Grand Central on April 
11, a formal leather dinner at McCormick 
& Schmicks at the Inner Harbor, a Fetish 
Party at Club Orpheus, lots of cocktail par-
ties, and more. Go to Shipmatesclub.com 
for more information. 

Also on the weekend of April 11-13 
is the Leather Leadership Conference in 
Philadelphia. The Doubletree by Hilton Ho-
tel Philadelphia Center City is the host ho-
tel for LLC which includes over 54 classes 
and workshops. The William Way Commu-
nity Center will also feature a large exhibit 
by the Carter Johnson Leather Library. Go 
to Leaderleadership.org for more details. 

Most people would not think of Cleve-
land, Ohio, as a fun place for a weekend 
getaway, but leather men and women 
have been flocking there for 13 years 
for Cleveland Leather awareness Week-
end (CLaW) which will be held this year 
on April 24-27. The Sheraton Cleveland 
Airport is the host hotel and it is already 
sold out. A large block of rooms have also 
been set aside for CLaW at the Crowne 

Plaza and the entire Howard Johnson 
Airport Hotel has also been set aside for 
the event. This is the 14th year for CLaW 
and the CLaW folks have already raised 
over $460,000 for community charities 
nationwide. The weekend includes many 
education and skills workshops, a leather 
vendor mart, cocktail parties, a cookout, 
indoor pool party, International Leather 
Family Dinner, and much more. 

Over the Memorial Day Weekend on 
May 23-26 the leather world will gather in 
the beautiful city of Chicago for the Su-
per Bowl of leather events. The Marriott 
Magnificent Mile will be the host hotel for 
the 36th annual International Mr. Leather 
Contest. Visit Imrl.com for more details. 
I had a fantastic time last year at IML. It 
is a pricey weekend but is quite the ex-
travaganza. 

These are just a few of the leather 
events in the first half of 2014. I did not 
even touch on leather and bear nights 
at area clubs, leather clubs hosting bar 
nights, and local play parties. Make 2014 
the year that you go out and party with the 
leather community. We need to make sure 
our bars and events are successful. Do 
your part. Don’t drop the ball. t

Leather cocktail party, a Gear Party spon-
sored by the Highwaymen TNT, the always 
popular Onyx cocktail party, the Mid-At-
lantic Kennel Korps puppy mosh, the Mid-
Atlantic Uniform League cocktail party, 
and so much more. Do yourself a favor this 
year and get a full run pack so that you 
can enjoy the fantastic Leather Cocktails 
event on Saturday night in the hotel’s main 
ballroom which features open bar and lots 
of food, the brunch on Sunday, the Mr. Mid-
Atlantic Leather 2014 Contest on Sunday 
afternoon, and the closing dance at the 
9:30 Club on Sunday Evening. Plus your 
run pack includes the shuttle bus to the 
D.C. Eagle, Green Lantern, and 9:30 Club. 
Each year I meet people who tell me that 
they had a great time at MAL, but when I 
start talking about the events I find out that 
they just hung in the hotel lobby. It’s like 
standing in front of the theater and saying 
that you enjoyed the show! This year buy a 
ticket! It is the 44th year for the Centaur MC 
and there is a reason the club has been 
around that long. They know how to do 
things right! 

For the past two years I have traveled 
down to the Parliament Resort in Augusta, 
Georgia, in February for the Mr. SECC 
(Southeast Conference of Clubs) Leather 
Contest. I have had a ball! The event has 
moved further south this year and on Feb-

ruary 14-17 will be held 
at the Parliament Resort 
in Orlando, Florida. Plus 
a Ms. SECC Leather 
titleholder will also be 
selected. I just made my 
reservations and cannot 
wait to enjoy this leather 

weekend again this year. Wouldn’t you like 
to escape to Florida in February? 

There will also be some great events 
a little closer to home. My friend Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 2012 Toni Solenne 
informs me that she is hosting “A Night of a 
Thousand Kinks” on February 8 from 7-10 
p.m. at Diamonz located at 1913 West 
Broad Street in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
It will be a fun evening designed to “edu-
cate those who are new to the lifestyle.” 
The evening will benefit ABE (local home-
less charities), and the Sisterspace Sexu-
ality Space Scholarship Fund. 

In March our area will see several big 
leather functions. On March 14-16 the 
Long Island Ravens MC will host their 22nd 
anniversary Weekend up in Long Island, 
New York. The weekend package includes 
all cocktail parties, food, transportation, 
and the Annual Leather Gala. This year’s 
gala is being held at the West Lake Inn and 
will include a four-course dinner, five-hour 
open bar, dancing, and a silent auction. 
For more details go to Liravensmc.org. On 
March 21-23 the leather clan will gather 

Another Ball 
has been 
Dropped

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

“Make 2014 the year 
that you go out and 

party with the leather 
community.”
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PW's Sports 
Bar & Grill
Photos by Skip
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Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services Directory

Attorney Books & Gifts

Counseling Financial Massage

Movers Pet Care Staffing
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Seven Days a Week
Happy Hours 4pm to 10pm  Buy One get One

Every First Friday
Mary's Party with Live Bands at 10pm

Bear Tuesdays
Join our Bears, Joe & Billy  $ 2  Micro Brew Drafts, Half price Join our Bears, Joe & Billy  $ 2  Micro Brew Drafts, Half price 

Top and Premiums

Ronnie’s New York Style Deli

Leons Voted Best Gay Bar 2013; City Paper

Saints and Sinners 
St. Valentines Day 
Masquerade Ball. 

Friday February 14th  

More Details Coming Soon!


