
favorite Frank Sinatra song 
is hands down ‘One for My 
Baby.’ There’s something 
about the simplicity of this 
song that grabs my attention. 

I am a songwriter and very passionate 
about lyrics. The lyrics in this song simply 
resonates with me.”

Sinatra’s impact on Moreno as a young 
artist came from his exposure at a young 
age by his family. “My grandfather intro-
duced me to Sinatra while my dad was 
playing rock ’n’ roll records for me. I love 
them both. They are both very different 
yet do the same thing. Create feeling and 
emotion. That taught me a lot about what 
is important as an artist. To make people 
feel.” t

For more info about A TribuTe To ol’ 
blue eyes, check out Bsomusic.org.
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—continued on page 12

BY Frankie kujawa
Frank Sinatra once said, “The big lesson 
in life, baby, is never be scared of anyone 
or anything.” That Sinatra zest for life will 
once again dazzle Baltimore audiences as 
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra Super-
Pops welcomes Broadway’s own Tony De-
Sare, Ann Hampton Callaway, and Frankie 
Moreno in A Tribute to Ol’ Blue Eyes. Run-
ning from Thursday, January 26th at Strath-
more, and Friday, January 27th through 
Sunday, January 29th at Baltimore’s Mey-
erhoff, the performance will pay homage to 
the classic Sinatra standards.

“I believe his music is timeless because 
they were stories,” explained performer 
Frankie Moreno. “Stories with beautiful ar-
rangements and perfect delivery. No mat-
ter how old or young, or which generation 
you are from, these stories will ring true 
for everyone.” Moreno, a gifted multi-in-

strumentalist and singer in his 
own right, has garnered buzz in 
the entertainment industry for 
performing a mix of original and 
classic hits with his own funk-in-
fused sound. Describing his own musical 
style, “I guess I just combine all the things 
I like about music, which usually goes back 
to Mozart, Sinatra, Stevie Wonder all the 
way up to today. It’s hard to pick a genre 
for myself. I love it all. A little bit country, a 
little bit rock-n-roll.” 

Moreno, who has been twice named 
“Las Vegas Headliner of the Year,” said 
“My role is to interpret some of my favor-
ite songs of Frank Sinatra to keep the mu-
sic alive. I’ve always loved his songs and 
to have the opportunity to perform them 
with such a classy group of musicians is 
a dream come true.” With such a plethora 
of Sinatra classics, which to select? “My 

Allowing it All In
aLLOw

There is no controlling life. 
Try corralling a lightning bolt,

containing a tornado.  
Dam a stream 

and it will create a new channel.  
Resist, and the tide 

will sweep you off your feet.
Allow, and grace 

will carry you to higher ground.  
The only safety lies in letting it all in –
the wild and the weak; fear, fantasies, 

failures and success.

When loss rips off the doors of the heart, 
or sadness veils your vision with despair,

practice becomes 
simply bearing the truth.

rebirth of lurking racism 
and homophobia and 
the election of the crud-
est, most sexist, and 
least prepared celebrity 
to the presidency, just 
to name a few. These 
events proved too much 
for even the toughest 
among us to swallow. 
Certainly we need a lift-
ing of the gloom as In-

auguration Day arrives.
For me personally, last 

year was one of regrouping 
and coming to grips with the 
reality of some recent dra-
matic changes in my life. It 

took me a long time to realize that putting 
off dealing with the pain and confronting 
it head on was only prolonging the agony. 
When Danna Faulds’ poem, “Allow,” came 

at the 
Meyerhoff

Theatre

Frankie
Moreno – 

as Ol’ Blue  
Eyes

In the choice to let go of 
your known way of being, 

the whole world 
is revealed to your new eyes.

– DAnnA FAulDs
BY Sage PiPer 
iT’S MiD-januarY 2017, and we are 
holding it together. Some of us are feel-
ing energized by the need to mobilize 
against the incoming Trump ad-
ministration, others brace for its 
onslaught. Many people eagerly 
ushered 2016 out with swift and 
pointed kicks to the rear, relieved 
to see the back of a year which 
encompassed the Orlando shooting, un-
ceasing waves of wartorn refugees, in-
creasing violence and unease around the 
globe, the passing of iconic celebrities, the 

Sinatra Singers Fly Us to the Moon

into my life it was sweet consolation and 
perfect timing. I believe that people, and 
poems, come into our lives when we need 
them the most, although it may be no more 
than chance that the circumstances of our 
lives make us eager to latch on and to re-
spond when they appear and open a door 
to us. Whether fate or chance, this poem 
saved my skin more than once in 2016, 

Facing the 
reality of 

Prez Trump
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if you have hiv,
we have your back.
exceptional hiv treatment

(90% of our patients with HIV have suppressed viral 
loads; 72% have undetectable viral loads)
get into care within 5 days

support with all aspects of care - 
insurance, medicine, & more

PrEP & PEP prescriptions for partners
locations near you
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

• DUI/Traffic

• Criminal

• Estate Planning

• Wills

• Powers of Attorney

• Advance Medical Directives

• Personal Injury

• Automobile Accidents

• Workers’ Compensation

• Family Law and Divorce

• Second Parent Adoptions

Lynda Dee Attorney At Law
Serving the LGBTQ Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD 21201
Office: 410-332-1170 • Fax: 410-837-0288
lyndamdee@aol.com • lyndadeelaw.com

BY BiLL reDMOnD-PaLMer
It’s a new year, and planning for this 
year’s Pride is well under way. This year, 
Pride Week will begin on Friday, June 
9th and continue through Sunday, June 
18th. Events will include Twilight on the 
Terrace planned for the 16th, the Parade 
and Block Party planned for the 17th, and 
the Pride Festival at Druid Hill Park on the 
18th.

This year’s parade route is still in the 
works, but it will definitely be different 
from years past, and longer than 
last year. The Block Party 
will also have a new loca-
tion, in the Station North 
neighborhood, which has 
graciously welcomed the 
event with open arms.

There is still a lot of work 
to do, and plans to be made. The 
Pride 2017 Planning Committee hosted 
their first community Pride meeting to so-
licit ideas and input into this year’s events. 
Pride is also working to build up its commit-
tees, so attendees were able to learn about 
the different Pride committees, and volun-
teer to join those that interested them.

If you were unable to make the meet-
ing, you can still learn about and sign up 
for committees by contacting the commit-
tees directly. 

Two subcommittees work to support 
all Pride related events, including the 
Arts & Communication Committee (art@
glccb.org), which works to develop cre-
ative designs and logos and coordinates 
public relations about Pride events. The 
Volunteer Committee (volunteers@glccb.
org) recruits and coordinates volunteers 
to support the various events at all levels. 

Three subcommittees provide support 
to the Parade, Block Party, and Festival in 
Druid Hill Park. The Logistics Committee 

(grounds@glccb.org) plans all the event 
details, many behind the scenes, ranging 
from permits to tables and tents, to make 
sure that Pride runs smoothly. The Securi-
ty Committee (security@glccb.org) makes 
sure everyone has a safe experience. 
The Entertainment Committee (entertain-
ment@glccb.org) plans and coordinates 
the entertainment on all the events stages, 
for everyone’s enjoyment.

The Block Party and Festival are served 
by two other committees. The Vendor Com-

mittee (vendors@glccb.org) 
recruits and coordinates the 
vendors for both events. The 
Bars Committee (mdem-
issew@glccb.org) manages 

the alcohol bars at the events.
Two other subcommittees 

are focused on specific events. The 
Parade Committee (parade@glccb.org) co-
ordinates the Parade. The Youth Pride Com-
mittee (youthpride@glccb.org) takes care of 
the Youth Pride event, an alcohol-free space 
held on Saturday during Pride weekend, in 
conjunction with the Block Party. 

The final committee is the Events & 
Outreach Committee (events@glccb.org), 
which serves to connect to various con-
stituencies within the LGBTQ community 
including the faith, intersex, trans, Latino, 
leather, older people, youth, and drag.

To learn more about the work of the 
Pride Entertainment Committee, there will 
be a community meeting on January 22nd 
at 1 p.m. at the GLCCB (third floor, 2530 
North Charles Street, Baltimore). For more 
info, 410-777-8145 or info@glccb.org. 

If you’re interested in becoming a 
vendor or Pride sponsor or want to keep 
up with Pride developments, visit Balti-
morepride.org. For other questions, con-
tact Pride Co-Chair Mimi Demissew at 
mdemissew@glccb.org. t

Building Baltimore Pride 2017
  newS // LOCAL 

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same

gender-loving men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SLG Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

AIDS Action Baltimore
410-837-5573  /  NewHorizonBaltimore411@gmail.com

• Networking
• HIV Education
• Social Events

• Art Creation Project

410-727-1112  
chasecourt.com

1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD
Managed by David Egan, Baltimore OUTloud

wedding columnist

• Architecturally-stunning wedding venue • 
• Indoor & outdoor ceremonies and receptions •

• 30+ same-sex weddings since 2013 • 



4 t  BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD     JANUARY 20, 2017 •  BAlTImoReouTlouD.com

BY BiLL reDMOnD-PaLMer
January 27th is International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day (IHRD), an annual 
commemoration where the world marks 
and remembers the Holocaust and its 
victims. Those over 12 million victims in-
cluded Jews, homosexuals, the disabled, 
political and religious prisoners, Soviet 
prisoners of war, as well as members of 
several eastern European ethnic groups.

Under Nazism in Germany, homosex-
uality was thought to be contagious, and 
gay men were considered weak, effemi-
nate, and unable to fight for the German 
nation, and unlikely to produce children to 
increase the German birthrate.

Between 1933 and 1945, more than 
1 million gay Germans were targeted, of 
whom at least 100,000 were arrested, and 
50,000 were convicted and imprisoned, 
with an unknown number being institution-
alized in state-run mental hospitals. An es-
timated 15,000 gay men were imprisoned 
in concentration camps, with only approx-
imately 4,000 surviving, and 11,000 dying 
in the camps. Hundreds of European gay 
men living in countries under Nazi occupa-
tion were chemically castrated.

Although gay men made up the major-
ity of homosexual victims, lesbians were 
by no means safe from persecution. While 
they were generally treated less harsh-
ly than gay men, they were often labeled 
as “asocial” or “prostitutes,” as the Third 
Reich had no place for women who could 
not reproduce and further the Aryan race. 

The Nazis outlawed and closed all lesbian 
bars, groups and publications, and police 
were encouraged to raid known lesbian 
meeting places, creating a climate of fear, 
forcing many women to break off friend-
ships and to meet in secret. 

In the concentration camps, gay men 
were identified by a pink triangle on their 
shirts, and a larger one across their backs, 
along with men convicted of sexually as-
saulting children and bestiality. The pink 
triangle was made two centimeters larger 

 newS 

Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 

– January 27th

than any of the other identification trian-
gles, so that guards and other prisoners 
could clearly see when a homosexual 
prisoner was approaching. Lesbians usu-
ally wore the black triangle designated for 
“asocials.”

Gay men in the camps were often 
alone and ostracized, and other inmates 
were afraid to be seen associating with 
them, for fear of being labeled as homo-
sexuals themselves. If harsh physical work 
and brutal punishments were not enough 
to fear, many homosexuals were also se-
lected for the various medical experiments 

undertaken by Nazi doctors.
Although the nightmare for most of 

those held in concentration camps ended, 
the persecution of homosexuals in Ger-
many continued for decades. They were 
subject to prosecution under Paragraph 
175 which forbade “lewdness between 
men,” with time served in the camps de-
ducted from their sentences. This was in 
stark contrast to the treatment of other Ho-
locaust victims, who received support in 
rebuilding their lives, were compensated 
for the loss of family members, and were 
treated with respect.

In 1956, the West German government 
declared that men held at concentration 
camps under Paragraph 175 should be 
disqualified from receiving compensation. 
In 1969, Paragraph 175 was revised, to 
decriminalize homosexual relations be-
tween men over the age of 21, however 
Paragraph 175 was not completely abol-
ished until 1994. It took until 1985, 40 
years after the end of World War II, for the 
West German government to finally ac-
knowledge homosexuals as victims of the 
Nazis. In 2000, the German government 
issued an apology for the prosecution of 
homosexuals in Germany after 1949, and 
agreed to recognize gays as victims of the 
Third Reich, and encouraged survivors to 
come forward and claim compensation for 
their treatment during the Holocaust. On 
May 17th 2002, thousands of homosexuals 
who suffered under the Reich, were finally 
officially pardoned by the German govern-

ment, including about 50,000 gay men.
On November 1st, 2005, the UN Gen-

eral Assembly passed Resolution 60/7, 
designating January 27th, the anniversary 
of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
extermination camp, as International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day. 

The resolution calls for remembrance 
of past crimes, with an eye towards pre-
venting them in the future; urges every 
member state to honor the victims of the 
Nazi era and to develop educational pro-
grams to help prevent future genocides; 
and calls for actively preserving the Ho-
locaust sites that served as Nazi death 
camps, concentration camps, forced labor 
camps, and prisons. The resolution also 
rejects any denial of the Holocaust as an 
event and condemns all manifestations of 
religious intolerance, incitement, harass-
ment or violence against persons or com-
munities based on ethnic origin or religious 
belief.

Seventy-two years on from the libera-
tion of Auschwitz, it is more important than 
ever that we remind ourselves of the uni-
versal lessons of the Holocaust, and work 
to foster a shared culture of remembrance.

Look for local observances in your 
area, and share your support and reflec-
tions about IHRD on January 27th on so-
cial media using #HolocaustRemembrance 
and #WeRemember. For more information 
on gays in the Holocaust and the IHRD, 
visit Un.org/en/holocaustremembrance, 
Homocaust.org, and Ushmm.org/exhibi-
tion/persecution-of-homosexuals. t

ly 2:15 p.m. Every couple present has a 
chance to win.

Couples at all budget levels are wel-
come. The event is family friendly and 
children are welcome. Some heterosexu-
al couples who wish to support marriage 
equality also attend the event. LGBT sin-
gles and allies, interested in the issues of 
marriage and family rights, are also more 
than welcome.

Tickets are free, but must be obtained 
in advance in order to receive event up-
dates and parking information, at Rain-
bowweddingnetwork.com. While the event 
is free, they organizers request a donation 
of $5 to help keep their nationwide tour of 
expos going strong. The organizers recom-
mend arriving as close to the start time as 
possible, or even a few minutes early.

For more information, contact the event 
organizers at 828-645-8750 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., or events@rainbowweddingnet-
work.com. You can also connect with the 
event on Facebook by searching for Rain-
bow Wedding Network LGBT Expo. t

Rainbow Wedding 
Network LGBT Expo

Sunday, 
January 22nd

Baltimore Lesbian 
Meet & Greet, 
January 22ndBY BiLL reDMOnD-PaLMer

Planning a wedding? Want to learn more 
about over 30 LGBT friendly wedding ser-
vice providers? If so, be sure to visit the 
sixth annual “Same Love, Same rights” 
Rainbow Wedding Network LGBT Expo on 
Sunday, January 22nd from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. The event will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Baltimore Inner Harbor (300 Light 
Street, Baltimore).

Along with the LGBT friendly wedding 
professionals, there will be free samples, 
LGBT ceremony planning tips, food, fun, 
fabulous raffles, music and more. Raffle 
winners will be announced at approximate-

Baltimore Single Lesbians Tired of 
Online Dating (BSLTOD) will be hosting 
a meet-and-greet Sunday, January 22nd, 
11:15 a.m. on through 1:30 p.m., at Sweet 
27 Bakery and Cafe (123 West 27th Street, 
Baltimore). The event follows the swearing 
in of the 45th president, with the goal of 
doing something pleasant, like eating waf-
fles! BSLTOD is a group of cis and trans 
women who are tired of online dating. Con-
nect with the group to learn more at Face-
book.com/BSLTOD. t
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of bAlTimore ouTlouD or Pride 
media.

BeYOnD The BeLTwaY

Islamists kill 
man and teen 
for gay sex

Mogadishu, Somalia – Reuters reports 
that the Somali Islamist group al Shabaab 
shot a man and a teenager in southern So-
malia on January 10th, saying the man and 
the 15-year-old had been seen having sex 
together, a senior al Shabaab official said. 
According to Reuters hundreds of civilians 
gathered in a field in the town of Buale to 
watch them being shot, the second time al 
Shabaab has killed men accused of homo-
sexuality, the official said, without giving 
details of the previous killing. Homosexu-

ality and gay sex is outlawed in most of 
Africa’s 54 states and can be punishable 
by imprisonment.

“The judge read their charges publicly 
and the[y] ... were found guilty. They were 
executed according to the Islamic sha-
ria. They were shot dead in Buale town,” 
Sheikh Mohamed Abu Abdalla, a region-
al governor for al Shabaab, told Reuters. 
The al Shabaab governor said 20-year-old 
Isak Abshirow and 15-year-old Abdirizak 
Sheikh Ali were found committing a homo-
sexual act by al Shabaab fighters. A So-
mali government official said any case of 
homosexuality in Muslim Somalia would 
be dealt with according to sharia law, al-
though he did not specify what that would 
mean in practice. 

Al Shabaab militants are fighting 
against Western-backed government forc-
es in Mogadishu in a bid to impose its strict 
interpretation of Islamic, or sharia, law. 
The Islamist group once controlled the 
capital and much of Somalia but it lost con-
trol of Mogadishu in 2011 and has slowly 
been driven back into smaller pockets of 
territory since then. 

(Reuters online – Feisal omar, Abdi 
Sheikh, edmund Blair & louise Ireland at 
http://af.reuters.com/article/ethiopiaNews/
idAFl5N1F053H) 

Obama 
Commutes 
Manning 
Sentence

 
washington, D.C. – President Obama 

has commuted all but four months of the 
remaining prison sentence of Chelsea 
Manning, the former U.S. Army Intelli-
gence Analyst serving 35-years for re-
leasing classified information. Chelsea’s 
attorney Nancy Hollander, who spoke with 
President Obama’s counsel earlier today, 
confirms that “Chelsea will walk out of Fort 
Leavenworth a free woman in four months, 
on May 17th.”

The Chelsea Manning Support Net-
work applauds this decision by outgoing 
President Barack Obama, and extends 
our heartfelt gratitude. A commutation can 
not be reversed by a future president. “To-
day’s fantastic news goes a long way to 
making amends for the brutal treatment 
Chelsea was illegally subjected to while 
awaiting trial at the Quantico Marine Brig. 
It’s tragic that Chelsea had to spend seven 
years imprisoned for releasing documents 
that should never have been classified in 
the first place, and were clearly in the pub-
lic interest,” stated Chelsea Manning Sup-
port Network co-founder Jeff Paterson. “All 
of us who worked on Chelsea’s behalf are 
overjoyed.”

The Chelsea Manning Support Network 
was founded in the weeks following Chel-
sea’s arrest in Iraq in May 2010. “Over the 

last few years, I’ve come to know Chelsea 
as a deeply intelligent, sensitive woman 
who doesn’t deserve to spend decades 
in prison. I often feared that any more 
time behind bars would be devastating for 
Chelsea, or potentially even lethal, espe-
cially with President-Elect Trump taking 
office. Soon, she’ll have a chance to live 
the life she’s been denied for almost sev-
en years,” Rainey Reitman, co-founder of 
the Chelsea Manning Support Network. 
He added, “I believe that the support for 
Chelsea demonstrated that whistleblowers 
who oppose injustice will not face powerful 
government retribution. Today’s victory is 
a victory for all those who stood with Chel-
sea Manning.”

Masturbation 
breaks at work 
relieve stress, 
doctors say

new York City – Should masturbation 
breaks become the new smoke breaks? 
The New York Post reports that the answer 
is yes, according to some psychologists. 
Mark Sergeant, a senior lecturer in psy-
chology at Nottingham Trent University, 
told Metro.co.uk that a masturbation break 
would be “very effective at work” and a 

“great way to relieve tension and stress.” 
Psychologist and life coach Dr. Cliff Ar-
nall agreed. “I would expect a masturba-
tion policy to result in more focus, less 
aggression, higher productivity, and more 
smiling,” he told Metro. “Certainly taking a 
masturbation break for boredom or an es-
cape would increase work focus.”

Sergeant and Arnall’s supposition 
come after a recent survey by Time out 
New York found 39% of male readers re-
ported masturbating in the office, after an 
earlier poll by Glamour in 2012 put that fig-
ure at 31% of workers. According to Arnall, 
however, masturbation breaks shouldn’t 
be driven by lust or fantasizing about a 
colleague as this would “likely result in 
cognitive impairment.” Such breaks should 
only be taken if they’re motivated by a gen-
uine desire for stress relief. And Sergeant 
warned that “introducing any form of sex-
ual behavior to a workplace could be seen 
as a slippery slope that makes people 
think that other forms of sexual behavior, 
such as those linked to harassment, are 
more acceptable.”

Discussion around work masturbation 

compiled by Jim Becker

has been raised in recent weeks follow-
ing an article by Ravishly, which argued 
that far from masturbation being the “new” 
smoke break, “it has been for a long time.” 
This year, the company Hot Octopuss de-
buted “masturbation booths” across New 
York City to give men a public place to “re-
lieve stress.” Instead of reacting with dis-
gust, women wanted to know where their 
masturbatoriums were. Why should men 
have all the fun?” 

(new york PosT online at Npost.
com/2017/01/13/masturbating-at-work-is-
a-doctor-approved-stress-reliever)

Prostitute 
elected deputy of 
small Brazilian 
city

Manacapuru, Brazil – A small Brazil-
ian city, Manacapuru, recently made head-
lines after a local prostitute, Francisca da 
Silva, was elected deputy to the local mu-
nicipality. The candidacy of the 32-year-old 
Silva was put forward by local residents as 
a sign of protest against the city’s mayor, 
Jaziel Tororó. The dissatisfaction of the lo-

—continued on page 9

Al Shabaab fighters 

Manning to be set free in May
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visit start.truvada.comPlease see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

Have you heard about

TRUVADA for PrEPTM?
The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?
TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex practices. This use 
is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This includes 
HIV-negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of getting 
infected with HIV-1 through sex, and male-female sex partners when one partner 
has HIV-1 infection and the other does not.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting 
HIV-1. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have 
body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
  What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

  Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:  
 u You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 u Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within 
the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at any time while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint 
or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, 
and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

  While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
 u You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 

may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
 uYou must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
 uTo further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
  • Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
  •  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare 

provider tells you.
  •  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make 

it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
  • Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
  • Have fewer sex partners.
  •  Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk 

of getting HIV-1 infection.
  •  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 

right away.
 u If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone 

to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have 
HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 u Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 

emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include weakness or being more 
tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, 
nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.

 u Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, and you may 
develop fat in your liver. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

 u You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you 
are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking TRUVADA for a long time. 
In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

 u Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and take 
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not 
stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. If your 
healthcare provider tells you to stop taking TRUVADA, they will need to watch you 
closely for several months to monitor your health. TRUVADA is not approved for 
the treatment of HBV.

   Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have 

HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your 
HIV-1 status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you 
need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to 
treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete 
treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take 
only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder 
to treat over time.

  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take lamivudine 
(Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

    What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
 Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
 u  Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 

blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA for 
PrEP. If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

 u Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

 u  Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or medicines 
like TRUVADA.

  Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

   What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
 u  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 

have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection. 
 u  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRUVADA can 

harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking TRUVADA for PrEP, talk 
to your healthcare provider to decide if you should keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about your health 
and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more information about the 
registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare provider.

 u  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. The 
medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you become HIV-1 
positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 u  All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with other 
medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 u  If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI).

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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visit start.truvada.comPlease see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

Have you heard about

TRUVADA for PrEPTM?
The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)?
TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer sex practices. This use 
is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This includes 
HIV-negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of getting 
infected with HIV-1 through sex, and male-female sex partners when one partner 
has HIV-1 infection and the other does not.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting 
HIV-1. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have 
body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
  What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

  Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:  
 u You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 u Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a flu-like illness within 
the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP or at any time while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint 
or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, 
and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

  While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
 u You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 

may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
 uYou must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
 uTo further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
  • Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
  •  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare 

provider tells you.
  •  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make 

it easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
  • Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
  • Have fewer sex partners.
  •  Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk 

of getting HIV-1 infection.
  •  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 

right away.
 u If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone 

to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have 
HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 u Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 

emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include weakness or being more 
tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, 
nausea, vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.

 u Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, and you may 
develop fat in your liver. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

 u You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you 
are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking TRUVADA for a long time. 
In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

 u Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and take 
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not 
stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. If your 
healthcare provider tells you to stop taking TRUVADA, they will need to watch you 
closely for several months to monitor your health. TRUVADA is not approved for 
the treatment of HBV.

   Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have 

HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your 
HIV-1 status. If you are HIV-1 positive, you 
need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to 
treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete 
treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take 
only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder 
to treat over time.

  Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take lamivudine 
(Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA).

    What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
 Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
 u  Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 

blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA for 
PrEP. If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

 u Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

 u  Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or medicines 
like TRUVADA.

  Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

   What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
 u  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 

have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection. 
 u  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRUVADA can 

harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking TRUVADA for PrEP, talk 
to your healthcare provider to decide if you should keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about your health 
and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. For more information about the 
registry and how it works, talk to your healthcare provider.

 u  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. The 
medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in breast milk. If you become HIV-1 
positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 u  All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with other 
medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 u  If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP, your healthcare 
provider may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI).

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does 
not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine.(tru-VAH-dah)

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP

•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have 
been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.
•  You must practice safer sex by using condoms and you must stay HIV-1 negative.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK

GET MORE INFORMATION

•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for 
PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. Talk to your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV-1 infection.

•  Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for 

program information.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP (PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS)

Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting 
HIV-1 infection:
•  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not 

already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, 
fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night 
sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have had a flu-like illness within the last month before starting 
TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1 infection:
•  You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may 

not keep you from getting HIV-1.
•  You must stay HIV-1 negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
•  Tell your healthcare provider if you have a flu-like illness while taking 

TRUVADA for PrEP.
•  If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.
•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone 

to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become 
harder to treat over time.

•  See the “How to Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Buildup of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 

emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any of these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, nausea, vomiting, 
stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, 
and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats.

•  Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: your skin or the white 
part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have HBV and take TRUVADA, 
your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check 
your health regularly for several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight, or have been taking TRUVADA for a long time.

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis infection.
•  Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you become 

HIV-1 positive because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 

and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be 

taken with TRUVADA for PrEP.

TRUVADA is a prescription medicine used with safer sex practices for PrEP to 
help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection in adults at high risk:
•  HIV-1 negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of 

getting infected with HIV-1 through sex.
•  Male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and the other 

does not.
To help determine your risk, talk openly with your doctor about your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
•  Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA). 

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP" section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
• Bone problems.
• Changes in body fat. 
Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight.
These are not all the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and 
during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

•  Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners.
•   Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare provider tells you.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 

easier for HIV-1 to infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior.
• Have fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP
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cals was, in particular, connected with the 
poor work of municipal medical institutions, 
delays in salaries payments, and a poor 
sewage system that has created unbear-
able conditions for the local population. 

“The city used to be called the Pearl of 
the river of Solimoes. Would you call it so 
now?” local driver Valdemir Santana told 
Folha de São Paulo newspaper. Santana 
was one of the initiators suggesting Silva 
for the deputy post. At first, it was rather a 
joke, but Silva surprisingly ranked fourth in 
the local election gaining more than 1,000 
votes (with about $47 being spent for the 
whole election campaign). According to 
Santana, many voters do not expect that 
Silva will significantly improve the life in 
the city. However, some still believe that 
she might be full of surprises.

Silva’s victory has drastically changed 
her life. The woman who started working 
as a prostitute when she was 11 earned 
barely enough to support her fami-
ly. Starting next week, her salary will be 
about $2,300. Silva currently lives with 
her parents and three children, aged six 
to ten years, in a hut with wooden walls 
and a zinc roof. After her election, she 
promised to distribute free food for pros-
titutes on the streets and compared her-
self to Mary Magdalene. “Mary Magdalene 
was a prostitute, but the Lord gave her 
the opportunity to change her life. Why 
shouldn’t I be able to do it as well? I’m 
just an ordinary woman, too,” Silva said. 
(Sputnik News.com at Sputniknews.com/
art_living/201612301049150321-brazil-
ian-mary-magdalene)

25 years after 
death, Mizer 
still defines 
male physique

Dallas – Ever wonder where your ideal 
of the male physique came from? Chances 
are, it’s Bob Mizer. Oh, sure, you like to 
think you arrived at your concept of male 
beauty by natural selection, but Bob Mizer  

–  who died in 1992, at age 70  –  probably 
shaped your understanding of sex appeal 
before you were even born.

Starting in the 1940s, Mizer’s black-
and-white and color photographs ap-
peared in his underground quasi-gay rag 
Physique Pictorial. In 1954, he was con-
victed of unlawful distribution of obscene 

materials through the mails for a series of 
photos of men in posing straps  –  basical-
ly, what you can see at any Pride parade 
nowadays, but which were scandalous at 
the time.

His photos, though, influenced the 
likes of Gore Vidal, David Hockney and 
Robert Mapplethorpe. Among his aston-
ishing catalogue are one million photos of 
such icons as Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Joe Dallesandro. Collections of his work 
are available through the German art book 
company Taschen. You can learn more 
about Mizer via the Bob Mizer Founda-
tion, BobMizer.org. t(DAllAs Voice – Arnold 
Wayne Jones at Dallasvoice.com) 

New Jersey 
trans man sues 
Catholic hospital 

newark, new jersey – A New Jer-
sey trans man filed suit this week in fed-
eral court in Newark, claiming a Catholic 

hospital denied him access to a medically 
necessary hysterectomy due to anti-trans 
bias. Jionni Conforti, 33, suffers from gen-
der dysphoria. 

 According to the suit, Conforti ob-
tained two referral letters from medical 
professionals recommending a total hys-
terectomy as medically necessary for him, 
and Conforti’s insurance carrier confirmed 
that it would cover the procedure. 

In 2015, Conforti tried to schedule the 
hysterectomy at St. Joseph’s Regional 
Medical Center in Paterson, New Jersey, 
operated by St. Joseph’s Healthcare Sys-
tem. 

A hospital staffer initially told Confor-
ti the hysterectomy could be scheduled. 
However, Conforti subsequently was in-
formed by the hospital’s director of mission 
services, the Rev. Martin D. Rooney, that 
the surgery couldn’t be scheduled, accord-
ing to the suit. 

“This is to inform you that as a Catho-
lic hospital, we would not be able to allow 
your surgeon to schedule this surgery here 
at St. Josephs,” Rooney told Conforti in a 
June 2015 email cited in the suit. 

Omar Gonzalez-Pagan, an attorney for 
Conforti, said the denial of access caused 
much emotional distress to his client. 

“Jionni then had to undergo a new search 
for a surgeon that could perform the sur-
gery and had to wait a matter of months 
for the surgery at a different hospital,” said 
Gonzalez-Pagan. 

The suit contends that defendants vi-
olated state and federal antibias laws, in-
cluding New Jersey’s Law Against Discrim-
ination and the U.S. Affordable Care Act. 

Conforti is represented by Lambda Le-
gal Defense and Education Fund, based in 
New York, along with the Quinn Emanuel 
law firm, also based in New York. 

Rare, cross-species 
sex seen in Japan

Yakushima island, japan – The Guard-
ian reports that a male snow monkey has been 
observed attempting to have sex with female 
sika deer on Japan’s Yakushima Island, in an 
unusual example of interspecies mating be-
havior. It is only the second recorded exam-
ple of sexual relations between two distantly 
related species. Snow monkeys and sika deer 
generally have a symbiotic relationship, with 
the deer eating fruits dropped from the trees 
by the monkeys and the monkeys grooming 
the deer and sometimes riding on their backs.

The latest paper, in the journal Primates, 
describes how a low-ranking male monkey 
was observed repeatedly performing sexual 
mounts on at least two different female deer. 
One doe was seen to bolt and run off, but 
another female did not appear to object, and 
licked her side after the monkey ejaculated. 

“This individual showed clearly sexual behavior 
towards several female deer, some of which 
tried to escape whilst others accepted the 
mount,” the paper reports. Co-author Marie 
Pelé, at the University of Strasbourg in France, 
said: “No ambiguity is possible, it is clearly 
sexual behavior.” The researchers conclud-
ed that, “[t]he most realistic hypothesis would 
be that of mate deprivation, which states that 
males with limited access to females are more 
likely to display this behavior.”

The only previous reported case of sex-
ual interactions between two distantly relat-
ed species, was that of an Antarctic fur seal 
observed sexually harassing king penguins – 
and in one instance, eating a bird after having 
sex with it. t (The Guardian – Theguardian.
com/science/2017/jan/10/snow-monkey-at-
tempts-sex-with-deer-in-rare-example-of-in-
terspecies-mating)

BeYOnD The BeLTwaY

—continued from page 5
u.S. Marine 
poses – a 
1965 photo 
from Bob 
Mizer – check 
out BobMizer.
com for more!

Ride with benefits
for this snow 
monkey, who 

enjoys frottage 
with a doe – 

a rare instance 
of interspecies 

sex (not counting 
humans, that is)
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center

By Mimi Demissew
The GLCCB is happy to announce 

that this year’s Pride event will take place 
on June 17 through June 18, following a 
week-long series of Pride events leading 
up to the big weekend. Some new and 
exciting things to announce for this year’s 
Pride event are a new location for Sat-
urday’s block party and a longer parade 
route! Sunday’s picnic will remain in Druid 

Hill Park for a fun filled afternoon for all 
ages.

If you are interested in becoming a 
vendor for this year’s Pride or would like to 
stay up to date with developments please 
visit http://baltimorepride.org/.

The Pride Planning Committee invites 
you to take part in the first community 
Pride meeting on January 18th at 6:30PM 
at the GLCCB. You can learn more about 
the different Pride committees and volun-
teer to join any committee of your choice. 
We hope to see as many of you as pos-
sible.

Baltimore
Pride 2017
With Some New Surprises 
and Old Staples
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Black Men’s 
Xchange 

Alcoholics 
Anonymous
5:00pm-8:00pm

Alcoholics 
Anonymous
5:00pm-8:00pm

No evening 
programs.

No evening 
programs.

Free & Confidential HIV Testing
6:30pm-8:30pm

The Mankind Project
6:30pm-8:30pm

-TransBaltimore
 7:00pm-9:00pm

-Free & Confidential 
HIV Testing
6:30pm-8:30pm

-The Mankind Project
6:30pm-8:30pm

Real Love
(Interpersonal Communication Group)

5:00pm-7:00pm
Netflix & Chat 
7:00pm-9:00pm

-Youth Against 
Oppression 
4:30pm-7:00pm

-The Community Cares Project
7:00pm-10:00pm

-What We’re Taught 
A Stage Play 8:00pm-10:00pm

Youth Against 
Oppression 
4:30pm-7:00pm

The Community Cares Project
7:00pm-10:00pm

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

JANUARY/FEBRUARYJANUARY/FEBRUARY
2530 N. Charles Street, 3rd Floor  •  Baltimore, MD 2121  •  glccb.org

410-777-8145
2530 N. Charles Street, 3rd Floor  •  Baltimore, MD 2121  •  glccb.org

410-777-8145

Staff Profile 

Tasha Stannett

Narcotics Anonymous
11:00am-1:00pm

Yoga ($10)
3:30 - 5pm

Narcotics Anonymous
11:00am-1:00pm

Yoga ($10)
3:30 - 5pm

Staff Profile - Tasha Stannett
By Jennifer Eden

The first face you see when you walk into 
the GLCCB and the voice you hear when 
you call the front desk belong to Tasha Sten-
nett. She’s the GLCCB’s Office Administra-
tor. She oversees the daily operations of the 
center and provides information about the 
center to inquiring community members.

Tasha began working with the center in 
June of 2016. She came at a time of transi-
tion and took on some major tasks as soon 
as she assumed her role. With Baltimore 
Pride 2016 approaching, she stepped right 
in as the Volunteer Coordinator. She also 
orchestrated the center’s move from its for-
mer location in Mt. Vernon to its new home 
in Charles Village.

The center’s volunteers report directly 
to Tasha for assignments. She hands out 
tasks ranging from clerical duties to event 
set-up. “Me and Ms. Tasha worked on the 

Tasha Stannett

No evening 
programs.

No evening 
programs.

Giovanni’s Room 
Open Mic feat. Jazzo 
7:00pm-10:00pm 

($5)

Pride committee together,” says youth vol-
unteer Travis Taylor. “She was all focused 
and kept us on point with everything we did. 
She’s on top of everything!”

Since joining the GLCCB staff, Tasha 
says she’s been most surprised by “the 
struggle a lot of our children have to go 
through as they come out to their families 
- ostracization, hate and disrespect from 
parents and family members.” By getting to 
know many of the community members who 
frequent the center, she’s been exposed to 
some of the hardships that the LGBTQ+ 
community faces.

Tasha enjoys being a mother figure and 
listening ear for whoever comes through 
the doors of the GLCCB, but has a soft 
spot for the LGBTQ+ youth in particular. 
“The growth process of our kids is already 
enough of a struggle. The feeling that you 
have to choose between your families and 
your expression of your sexual orientation 
to coexist in your own home, or sometimes 

even not being allowed to stay at home, is 
something no one should have to deal with.”

Communication is a key area in which 
Tasha feels we could all improve. In her 
personal and professional lives, she strives 
to communicate effectively and promote 
healthy interpersonal communication. “Of-
ten we feel as if we communicate clearly 
without realizing that what may be clear to 
you is not clear to others.” 

“We did a staff exercise where we were 
given a picture and had to describe it to our 
coworkers,” she recalls. “They had three 
minutes to follow our instructions [to recre-
ate the image]. Some pictures were similar, 
only one was exact, and one was complete-
ly off. This just showed me how important 
it is to make sure all communication is as 
clear as possible.”

When she’s not at work, she’s with her 
family. Tasha is a wife and mother of three. 
Her kids keep her busy with their activi-
ties and community involvement. Her two 
daughters are cheerleaders and her son is 
on the winning youth and adult national po-
etry slam teams.

If she weren’t working for the GLCCB, 
Tasha says she would open a recreation 
center for 13-24 year olds offering mentor-
ship, mental health support, food, sports, 

and poetry. 
Tasha’s advice to anyone considering 

donating time or money to the center is, 
“Just do it! Your donations support your cen-
ter.” She wants the community to know that 
the GLCCB is “an open and affirming envi-
ronment” where all are welcome.  

“This is not the old GLCCB,” she says. 
“We are here to serve the community.”
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Thinking OuTLOuD

—continued from page 1

and I share it with you here in the hope 
that it might come to you in ways that bring 
grace to your emergent days of 2017.

My salve arrived in this line: practice 
becomes simply bearing the truth. Not 
avoiding the truth, blocking it out, distort-
ing it, raging against it, plotting to change 
it – simply bearing it. This is the daily prac-
tice. It has to be – there is no choice. This 
bearing of truths which are, in fact, not 
bearable – this is not simply a “giving up 
the good fight” or “moving on.” It is not ac-
cepting loss. It is, simply bearing it. Look-

Allowing it All In
ing it in the eye, and bearing it. 

Perhaps we all go through periods of 
time, extended or short-lived, when we 
fear in our heart of hearts that we are not 
going to survive. Then everything is dis-
torted: sadness becomes a sister, a twin, 
the other half – anxiety and fear become 
setting and situation, pain is homebase, 
and the struggle to make it through to each 
day’s end is an endurance test beyond 
imagining. Not everyone survives, but if 
we do, sometimes real truths can fall into 
place. The universe, and a realization of 
our place in it, become much simpler. It’s 
a matter of being present in the world as 
it actually is. It is paying attention to all 
things and letting them speak in their own 
voices – and having the humility not to shut 
out any part of the dynamic, but just let it 
be.

As a wider human community, we must 
face head on the reality of Trump’s inau-
guration and the state of our nation and 
not avert our eyes or the subvert the truth 
with gallows humor or feigned indifference. 
We have to bear the truth that such a man 
was elected president. Bear the truth that 
it’s 2017, and we still have so far to go in 
terms of accepting each other for what and 
who we are – of equal worth, of equal val-
ue. Bear that it’s 2017 and inhumane acts 
which cause irretrievable harm are com-
mitted every day in front of our eyes, and 
unjust laws and unwritten customs rele-
gate some people to the bottom of the pile 
and lift others to the top, regardless of wor-
thiness. Bear that it’s 2017 and there are 
those who believe that loving, giving, and 
beautiful gay people are unnatural per-
verts, that African-Americans are inherent-
ly inferior, that a woman’s place is always 
subordinate to a man’s, that there is no 
room in America for immigrant dreamers, 
that might makes right and we can bomb 
the hell out of any opponent. If we practice 
every day bearing these truths, then even-
tually, possibly, they will lose their hold of 
pain and terror over us. And then we can 
choose a new way of being. A way that 
unites us with those who do not feel this 
hatred and otherness, who know we are 
capable of so much more. Only then can 
we come together as whole beings able to 
lift each other up and be lifted up, in re-
turn. Let’s start with the Women’s March 
on Washington. And we’ll go from there. t

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

2801 Huntingdon Ave Baltimore, MD 21211

410-6460-8115 • fringebaltimore.com

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

True Harmony Events is an elite group of DJs and wedding planning 
professionals that break the mold; We love music and we love being 

a part of people's lives. 
We plan events and weddings that take the event to another level 

and people to another place.
 Our team is unrivaled in music knowledge, each one with

a specialty. There is not a style of music around that we don't
have in our catalog of more than a million songs.

From music to planning, our team is specialized in planning
the perfect event.  

From start to finish or day-of coordination we have you covered!

 202-798-6544  • trueharmonydjs.com 
Consultations are free and available 7 days a week.

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

UPLIGHTS   DANCE LIGHTS  DJ/MC
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quaLiTY OF LiFe

Donald J. Trump and the Re-
publican-controlled congress 
are a threat to everything HIV 
advocates have been fighting 
for during the last 30 years, 
and that includes access to 
health care, HIV prevention 
programs such as PrEP, and 
the dignity with which we 
treat those who are most vul-
nerable to HIV infection.

This new political reality is reflect-
ed in the 2017 list of “HIV Advocates to 
Watch” from my blog “my Fabulous Dis-
ease.” These inspiring advocates are 
speaking out, organizing, and even con-
ducting events only weeks after the elec-
tion. They bring to mind the HIV treatment 
strategy of “hit hard and hit 
early.” They grow in number 
every day.

You can be a part of 
this. In fact, you must be. 
Follow these advocates 
on social media, join their 
groups, take note of ev-
ery link in their profile, 
and follow their advice. 
All it takes is for people 
like you to take one step 
toward change.

If you know a person 
or organization that is 
leading the resistance 
in your community, let 
me know. The more options we 
can provide to get involved, the 
better.

Here are just a few of the 
HIV Advocates to Watch in 
2017. Go to My-fabulous-disease/fighting-
trump-hiv-advocates-to-watch-in-2017 for 
the whole article. 

jose de Marco (Philadelphia) – “Be-
ing a person of color, I am forced to see 
the world through a racial lens,” says Jose 
de Marco, a community organizer for ACT 
UP Philadelphia who works with Preven-
tion Point, the city’s only syringe exchange 
program. “HIV impacts black and brown 
people, very hard. I fear what the Trump 
administration will do. His cabinet appoint-

Fighting Trump

ments say it all.”
De Marco’s advocacy focuses 

on the intersections of race, pov-
erty, homelessness, and drug ad-
diction. These issues compound 
HIV infection rates among people 
of color and “mirror high incarcer-
ation rates as well,” he says.

“This administration could 
criminalize syringe exchange 
despite the fact it has dramat-
ically lowered HIV infections 

in the U.S.,” de Marco 
warns, but changes to 
our national health pro-
grams could have an even more 
massive effect. 

“Because of racism and greed 
to provide tax breaks to billion-
aires, the repeal or cuts to the Af-
fordable Care Act could happen,” de 
Marco says, “but with enough pres-
sure Congress can find ways not to 

choke off health care to the most vulner-
able populations. People should pressure 
their Senators to vote against the repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act and demand no 
privatizing of Medicare and Medicaid.”

“ACT UP will partner with other organi-
zations fighting for health care and we will 

be using direct action, as we have for de-
cades. We will not be turned 
back. Not one day.”

Find out more about the 
importance of needles ex-
change programs, and check 
out a new editorial in the New 
england Journal of medicine 
from none other than President 
Obama that lays out the risks 
to health care if the ACA is re-
pealed.

j.D. Davids (New York) – 
“I am a trans person with race 
and class privilege who lives in 
relative safety,” says JD Davids, 

the enormously influential man-
aging editor of Thebody.
com and an activist voice to be 
reckoned with. “I’m also acutely 
aware of the backlash against 
trans people in the form of bath-

room bills and unmitigated violence.”
Davids is by no means off-topic by 

focusing on the civil rights of transgen-
der people. He sees a direct link between 
prejudice toward vulnerable communities 
and HIV risk. “An already-seen increase in 
bullying and hate and targeting of women, 
LGBTQ people, and people of color contrib-
utes to accumulated trauma that, among 
other things, increases HIV risk or challeng-
es in staying healthy if you have HIV.”

“I speak early and often about HIV is-

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

jose de Marco – 
doing one of the 

things he does best

HIV 
advocates 

to watch in 
2017

sues to ensure that 
everyone gets clear 
information on the 
new HIV basics:

• HIV treatment 
is incredibly effective 
and much simpler 
than before

• an undetectable 
HIV viral load means 
uninfectious

• there’s a pill a 
day that can block HIV 
transmission

• and bias, stigma, 
and underlying margin-
alization of queers, trans 
people, people of color, 
and drug users are the 
biggest barriers to end-

ing the epidemic.”
Having a presidential administration 

that is “packed with leaders who either ig-
nored HIV or put acutely harmful policies 
in place” is not going to be pretty, Davids 
believes. And he’s doing something about 
it.

“My fellow HIV activist Jennifer John-
son Avril and I have launched #Activist-
Basics,” Davids explains, “which is pro-
viding practical tools and information for 
figuring out what to do and how to do it.” 
Their Facebook page is a treasure trove of 
helpful advice, Twitter chats, videos, and 
links to other resources. It is the perfect 
first stop for anyone who wants to resist 
the policies of the new administration.

It might be easy to feel intimi-
dated by the sheer activism output 
of someone like Davids, but he 
wants you to know that there are 
easy ways to get started.

“Pull together an affini-
ty group,” he advises as a first 
step, “a group of two to eight 
people who you know and trust, 
and start right where you are, 
as far as taking action together 
and supporting each other. It’s 
going to be a long haul. Don’t 
go it alone.”

anne-Christine d’adesky 
(Oakland, California) – Com-
munity activist Anne-Chris-
tine d-Adesky is a veteran 
of ACT UP NYC and the co-founder of 
the Lesbian Avengers. For more than 
30 years she has fought for social jus-
tice issues as varied as immigration 
rights, women’s health, and anti-nu-
clear causes. That’s right. She’s a 
badass.

And she has now turned her attention 
to the man she calls Drumpf. “On the day 

after the election I launched my blog, ‘Al-
ice in Drumpfland,’” says d’Adesky, “and I 
put out a call to activist colleagues to join 
me in a collective response.”

That response became with the for-
mation of the Bay Area Queer Anti-Fascist 
Network (BAQAFN). “Some of us just call 
it ‘Queer as Fuck,’” d’Adesky says. “It is 
meant to unite the local LGBTQ commu-
nity and defend others under attack, “in-
cluding communities who are targets of an 
emboldened American racism that Drumpf 
has invited.”

D’Adesky also has serious concerns 
about the continued adoption of “religious 
waiver” policies and legislation that GOP 
legislators have advanced in Florida and 
Texas. “Dozens are being drafted at local 
levels now,” d’Adesky warns, “that would 
allow businesses or individuals with feder-
al contracts to ‘opt out’ of providing ser-
vices to LGBTQ individuals on the premise 
of religious opposition to homosexuality. 
That means private and religious institu-
tions, including hospitals and hospices, 
may refuse to treat HIV-positive individu-
als they assume may be gay or trans, or 
lesbians who need maternity care or trans 
women who just need a checkup. This we 
must fight.”

This battle is nothing new, d’Adesky 
asserts. “We can look to the successes of 
the AIDS movement in the 90s for models 
to fight the moralist and far right. When 
our bodies were criminalized, we framed 
our fight in the context of human rights, 
which is where it sits. We also need to hold 

elected officials accountable. We 
need to push 
them to create 
new services if 
they are needed.”

D’Adesky is 
busy organizing 
town hall forums 
for BAQAFN, writ-
ing her blog, plan-
ning vigils against 
Islamophobia, and 
even preparing for 
the release of her 
fourth book, an ac-
tivist memoir. But she 
never lets her strug-
gles get the best of 
her.
“I refuse to let 

Drumpf or any of these 
small-hearted individuals 
dictate my daily happi-
ness,” she says. So she 
dances, however and 

whenever possible. “It’s fun … and keeps 
you in protest shape.” t

j.D. Davids –
transgressive

anne-Christine 
d’adesky – avenging 

injustice with wit
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Five suggestions 
to help us get 

started 

What do we have so far? Trump first pick was Vice President Mike Pence, the former 
Ohio governor, talk show host and fundamentalist Christian with a strong record 
of opposition to the rights of LGBTQ people. Pence is a Trojan Horse – he hides 
an extremist agenda behind a reserved demeanor. One sure can’t say 
the same for chief strategist Steve Bannon. The 
four-times divorced for- mer invest-
ment banker is executive chairman of 
Breitbart News, a far-right news, opinion 
and commentary website with strong 
ties to the alt-right (per- haps a better 
adjective may be the fas- cist right). 
Wikipedia quotes him as saying 
about his role at Breitbart, “We think of 
ourselves as virulently an- ti-establish-
ment, particularly ‘anti-’ the permanent 
political class.” As advo- cates for 
sexual liberation, we share an affinity 
for such anti-establishment sentiments but not what appears 
to be Bannon’s extremist right ideology as presented at Breitbart News. 

Next we have Trump’s nominee for Attorney General, right-wing, homophobic 
Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions. Sessions voted for a constitutional amendment to 
ban same-sex marriage and with him we can kiss advancements in the protection 
of LGBTQ people goodbye for sure. Add Lt. General Michael Flynn (who says all 

Muslims are to be feared) for National 
Security Advisor, climate denier Oklaho-
ma Attorney General Scott Pruitt for the 
EPA, former Texas governor and strong 
supporter of fossil fuels Rick Perry for 
Energy, Georgia congressman and phy-
sician Tom Price (who wants to repeal 
Obamacare and replace it with free-mar-
ket health policy, convert Medicaid from 
an entitlement program to state block 
grants, and change Medicare by giving 
people money to help buy private health 
plans) for Health and Human Services, 
billionaire chairwoman of the American 
Federation for Children (a pro-school-
voucher group) Betsy DeVoss for Edu-
cation, hard-right budget slashing South 

Carolina Congressman Mick Mulvaney for the Office of Management and Budget 
Director, and you get the picture. DeVoss has a an appalling record on civil rights 
which indicates that she will be a threat to LGBTQ students, especially transgen-
der students who face prejudice, harassment, and bullying in the schools. Let’s not 
forget Dr. Ben Carson, the retired Hopkins neurosurgeon and conservative darling, 
who testified at his confirmation hearing for Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment that he does not believe that LGBT citizens should have “special rights,” a 
code word for antigay bigotry. If these and others are confirmed, it is hard to imagine 
a more radical administration. t

Trump’s Cabinet: So Far, So Rotten

 “Dr. Ben Carson, 
the retired Hopkins 

neurosurgeon, 
testified that he does 
not believe that LGBT 
citizens should have 

‘special rights,’ a 
code word for antigay 

bigotry.”

The eLeCTiOn of Donald Trump as presi-
dent is a dangerous act of political coward-
ice that could be catastrophic in its effect 
on this country and the world. By the time 
that you read this, he will be president – a 
bloviating narcissist in the White House!

Our first impulse immediately after the 
election was to pack it up; we were done! If 
Trump is what the country wanted then so 
be it. However, he lost the popular vote by 
nearly three million – that’s the population 
of Chicago and nearly five Baltimores; cer-
tainly no mandate for the extremist agen-
da that his cabinet nominations and other 
picks show that he intends to inflict on the 
country. (See sidebar.) No, we can’t walk 
away; we must rise to the challenge. We 
must take our despair as fuel for action.

We mustn’t kid ourselves, these are 
dangerous times and Trump’s actions to 
date have only heightened our anxieties. 
During his vicious campaign, Mr. Trump 
was full of bravado but very short on spe-
cifics. He attacked immigrants, Muslims, 
the environment, abortion rights, disabled 
people, and the Affordable Care Act. Now 
the reality is taking shape with his shock-
ing appointments. 

Yes, the picture is horrendous and the 
stakes truly life-threatening. So what to 
do? We have five suggestions to help us 
get started on this arduous road. 

First, we will not 
give Trump the ben-
efit of the doubt. He 
doesn’t deserve it. Al-
though there may be 
occasions of agreement, 
we should be ever vigi-
lant and ready to resist 
from day one. 

Second, we should 
make our friends and 
relatives who voted for 
Trump understand our 
concerns, but do so in a 
way that actually will per-
suade them to reconsider 
the next time. 

Third, we should give 
serous money to those organizations, 
such as the ACLU, that will defend the 
people most at risk from a Trump presi-
dency. 

Fourth, we should take steps to en-
sure that the winner of the popular vote 
becomes president. We favor abolition of 
the Electoral College, a Herculean process 
that won’t happen anytime soon. But for-

tunately, there 
is an alterna-
tive that we 
can organize 
around, the 
National Pop-
ular Vote In-
terstate Com-

pact (NPVIC). The intent of this compact 
is to ensure that the person that wins the 
popular vote will become the president. 
The constitution leaves it to each state to 
decide how their electors are to vote for 
president. NPVIC is an agreement among 
states and the District of Columbia to 
award all their respective electoral votes 
to whichever presidential candidate wins 
the overall popular vote. It will take effect 
only when enough states adopt it to guar-
antee that outcome – states whose com-
bined electors total 270. Maryland was the 
first state to enact the compact – there are 
now ten plus the District of Columbia, a 
combined 165 electoral votes or 61.1% of 
the 270 votes needed. We see no reason 
why the presidency isn’t decided by pop-
ular vote.

and fifth, we should join the move-
ment to take gerrymandering out of the 
process of drawing congressional dis-
tricts. There is a slow movement to lessen 
the power of the political parties in drawing 
congressional districts. With the help of 
computer-generated data, the parties have 

gotten so good 
at gerrymander-
ing that very few 
members of the 
House of Rep-
resentatives live 
in competitive 
districts. Some 
have estimat-
ed that only 59 
seats out of 435 
could be con-
sidered com-
petitive this 
year. As a re-
sult, the most 
d o c t r i n a i r e 
ideologues of-

ten win the elections. 
Seven states have established inde-

pendent commissions to draw district lines 
but California is the only state that selects 
commission members entirely from private 
citizens, somewhat akin to jury selection. 
We support this move toward good gov-
ernment but it must be implemented care-
fully by pairing Republican and Democratic 
states with equal numbers of representa-

eDiTOriaL

Trump’s Presidency Demands a
Call to Action

tives so that no one party has an advan-
tage on the other.

We considered a sixth suggestion to 
boycott the areas of the country that voted 
for Trump. After all, the pro Clinton areas 
of the country constitute 62% of the eco-
nomic activity of the country. However, we 
were persuaded that this was wronghead-
ed. 

As Ruth Conniff, editor of The Progres-
sive magazine said, “[t]his election was not 
about ‘messaging.’ It was about connect-

ing with the real pain in people’s lives and 
understanding their yearning for change.” 
As one member of our editorial board 
pointed out, Trumpland was destroyed by 
the elites. Their pain is objective – look at 
skyrocketing death rates in these regions.

We know Trump’s election is a dis-
grace. Despite our disgust and discourage-
ment, we will keep fighting for the greater 
good – now more than ever. We urge you 
to join the fight in whatever way you think 
that you can. t
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LiveLY arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

BY Frankie kujawa
Hidden in the musical notes 
and lyrics of Carole King’s well-
known songs lies the story of a 
young girl who fought her way 
into the record business, met 
the love of her life, and ultimate-
ly found her true voice as it all 
started to fall apart. Running at 
the Hippodrome from Tuesday, 
January 24th – Sunday, Janu-
ary 29th, Beautiful – The car-
ole King musical chronicles the triumphs 
and challenges of King’s remarkable rise to 
stardom. 

John Michael Dias, an ensemble mem-
ber of Beautiful, explained, “Audiences can 
expect a lot of the history they didn’t know, 
as well as how these songs were written.” 
Dias added, “I think most audiences rec-
ognize every song in the show or at least 
90% of the songs. What you don’t know is 
how they came to be, which is fascinating. 
The story only 
follows ten years 
of Carole’s life. 
Audiences follow 
her from when 
she sold her first 
song until she 
has this Gram-
my-award win-
ning album and 
was performing 
on stage at Car-
negie Hall.”

Rhode Is-
land-native Dias 
plays multiple 
roles throughout 
the performance 
of Beautiful. “I 
play singer Neil 
Sedaka, produc-
er Lou Adler, and 
one of the Righ-
teous Brothers 
during the show.” 
Dias added that playing multiple roles keeps 
him on his toes. “I’m constantly changing 
clothes and wigs.” 

One of the additional characters in the 
performance is King’s music. “So many peo-
ple relate to her songs.” Dias explained. “It 
was sort of this magical combination, espe-
cially in her early stuff with her husband Ger-
ry. She says it in the play. ‘All you have to 
do is touch my hand to show me you under-
stand’ from Some Kind of Wonderful. There’s 
so much in that one sentence. There’s so 
much feeling but it’s put so simply. There’s 
something powerful in her songs.”

Dias, who for six years 
portrayed Frankie Valli in the 
Broadway of musical of “Jer-
sey Boys,” admitted that his fa-
vorite song in the performance 
is always changing. “Songs 
are received differently by dif-
ferent audiences and that’s 
half of the fun of being on tour. 
Right now, my favorite is ‘Will 
You love me Tomorrow’ be-
cause it’s the only song that’s 

performed twice in the show. You hear it 
when King’s character sings it, as well as 
when The Shirelles perform it. The show is 
so unique because you get to see how a 
simple song can be turned into something 
no one will ever forget.”

Dias believes that the message of 
Beautiful is as simple and honest as King’s 
music itself. “I think it’s about finding your 
voice and finding your worth.” Dias con-

tinued, “It’s about not being dependent on 
anyone else to find who you really are deep 
down. Carole finds, through the story, her 
own self-worth. She has so much to offer 
the musical world and, to quote her music 
again, ‘You’ve got to get up every morning 
with a smile on your face and show the 
world all the love in your heart.’ It’s so sim-
ple but sometimes so difficult to do. We are 
bombarded every day from political things 
to rude people in the grocery store. Her 
message empowers audiences to discover 
who they are and face the world with love in 
their heart.” t

Carole King Weaves Tapestry
BY Frankie kujawa
In midst of Baltimore’s 2016 Pride last July, 
the Creative Alliance’s Rainbow Fest – the 
annual LGBT film festival – first screened 
the independent film Akron for Maryland 
audiences. To their delight, audiences are 
able to enjoy the film in the comfort of their 
own home as Akron is released on DVD 
and Video on Demand (VOD) on February 
7th. 

The film explores the relationship be-
tween two young freshmen, Benny and 
Christopher, at their rural Ohio college. 
Once the two meet they immediately be-
gin to fall for each other. Akron’s writer, 
director, and producer, Brian O’Donnell ex-
plained. “Viewers can expect to see some-
thing they haven’t seen before. We really 
wanted to focus on and create characters 
that were true-to-life. Benny and Christo-
pher are two, young, healthy gay men in 

college and have goals. We’re catching up 
with them once they’ve already come out 
and gained acceptance from their respec-
tive families.”

O’Donnell says that the movie isn’t 
based on shame, or homophobia. “There 
isn’t any tension from that.” O’Donnell 
notes. “We’ve seen that angle before and 
wanted to come in with a different perspec-
tive.” 

The plot of Akron is driven by an event 
that, unbeknownst to Benny and Chris-
topher, has brought angst between their 

two families. “I was 
inspired by a night at 
the opera.” O’Donnell 
explained. “During in-
termission of Il Trova-
tore, I thought to my-
self, ‘I’d like to write 
a movie with themes 
like these – two hous-
es against each oth-
er because of fate, a 
strong love story, a 
strong mother-son re-
lationship – but with a 
central gay love story.’ 
And during the sec-
ond act, what would 
become Akron started 
playing in my mind in 
one big piece.”

O’Donnell’s film 
is significant because 
it shatters the typical 
idea of what a movie 
with gay characters 
looks like. “Characters 
were only gay if you 
could see them behav-
ing in recognizable, 
often stereotypical 
ways.” O’Donnell add-
ed. “There has been 
empowerment in show-
ing gay people as fully 
sexual, in pushing the 
boundaries of what has 

been deemed acceptable. It is now possible 
to show gay characters in a fuller light with 
a wider array of behaviors and concerns.” t

For info about seeing Akron, visit 
Wolfevideo.com/products/akron/ 
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BY ChuCk DunCan
You must wonder what stu-
dio executives think when 
they come up with movie ad-
vertising tag lines. Some are 
genius, like “In space no one 
can hear you scream,” but 
others can be duds and un-
fortunately prophetic for how 
the film will be received. Case 
in point, The Bye Bye man 
– which urges not only the 
characters in the film, but the 
people looking at the ads to 
“Don’t say it, don’t think it.” In this case, it’s 
best to heed that warning.

So, what is The Bye Bye man about? 
That’s a good question, because there is 
very little explanation in the movie. The 
story opens in the late 1960s with a crazed 
man rampaging through his and his neigh-
bors’ homes asking them if they told any-
one else the name, and even when they 
swear they 

didn’t, 
he still shoots them and then ends the 

rampage by killing himself. But we have no 
idea what exactly this is about until ...

Three college students pool their re-
sources to rent a house off campus. Elliot 
(Douglas Smith) and his girlfriend Sasha 
(Cressida Bonas) and their friend John 
(Lucien Laviscount) seem to be the per-
fect housemates until odd things begin to 
happen. When Elliot finds an old piece of 
furniture with a paper in the drawer with the 
dire warning, he removes the paper and 
sees “The Bye Bye Man” carved into the 
wood. Of course, he tells Sasha and John 
and their lives take a turn for the worse as 
more odd things begin to happen, including 
hallucinations making Elliot think Sasha is 
having an affair with John. Elliot goes to 
the campus archives to get some infor-

mation and finds the story we saw at the 
start of the film and tracks down the wid-

ow (Faye Dunaway!) of the man 
who committed the murders. 
She’s little help, more people 
die, Carrie-Anne Moss shows 
up as a cop, and the film leaves 
us with little closure and a ob-
vious set-up for a sequel. Ugh.

The Bye Bye man does 
have a few good jumps here 
and there, but the story itself is 
too incomprehensible that it just 
tests your patience. You can’t 
just create some new supernat-

ural bad guy, give him an ugly CGI dog-
thing, and give audiences a story without 
the least bit of exposition. You keep waiting 
for someone to explain the origin of the Bye 
Bye Man, and when Faye Dunaway arrives 
as the widow of the killer from the opening 
scene, you’d think she might have some 
answers. She doesn’t because her hus-

band didn’t tell her 
the name. She 
knows about as 
much as we and 
the rest of the 
characters do. 
Which is noth-
ing.

The rest of 
the movie is 
also full of peo-
ple not explain-
ing things, even 
to each other. 
Elliot keeps 
seeing Sa-
sha and John 

in compromis-
ing positions but they rarely deny such 
things, instead just telling him he’s crazy, 
and even after they know they can’t trust 
anything they see, they still all fall under 
the Bye Bye Man’s spell much too easily 
(Elliot does manage to fight through it for 
one brief moment before falling back into 
the trap). And when he does finally get that 
there is only one way to stop the Bye Bye 
Man – by making sure no one ever sees, 
says or thinks the name – he takes the old 
desk he found with the carving and burns it. 
Not! No, that would have been the sensible 
thing to do. Elliot just conveniently throws 
it into the woods adjacent to his house. 
No one will ever find it there, right? Dumb 
storytelling, but necessary of course when 
you’re arrogant enough to believe your film 
is good enough to warrant a sequel.

Probably the one surprising thing about 

The Bye Bye Man – Forget Any Sequels
the movie is its origin. There is a scene 
in the film featuring a florist by the idiotic 
name of Mr. Daizy. The face was familiar 
but I could not place it with a name until 
the end credits. The actor is also the film’s 
co-executive producer and writer Jonathan 
Penner, best known to TV audiences as a 
contestant on three editions of Survivor. 
The guy has had a long career in the indus-
try prior to appearing on Survivor but the 

show certainly gave him a boost and here 
he is with what is probably his most high 
profile project yet. He should probably stick 
to reality TV. tAspiring – 

but failing 
– to launch 

a new 
franchise

not good 
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Our son Michael has had a rough life. He 
weighed a little over three pounds when he 
was born. We were never told why, but it’s 
not a big leap to assume that he was prema-
ture. His parents either didn’t know how to 
take care of their children, or were too high 
to care. Social workers found him wandering 
the streets with a little brother when they were 
pre-schoolers. Michael was only three years 
old at the time. His brother was 10 months 
younger. They ended up in foster care.

I’m told they were like feral children, at 
first. They had little language, growling and 
grunting to get their points made. They didn’t 
learn as quickly as other children their age, 
and, at first, it was assumed that this was 

due to the language deficits. However, as the 
boys grew up, it was discovered that Michael 
has significant limitations when it comes to 
intellect. 

They were shuffled from foster home to 
foster home. Eventually, they were separat-
ed. Michael needed so much more care and 
attention. He can be violent and has thrown 
large pieces of furniture at people that he felt 
were being unfair to him. He bites himself, 
tearing the flesh from his arms and shoulders. 
He bangs his head when frustrated, doing 
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Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Rewarding 
Bad Behavior 

significant damage. He rarely attacks other 
people, but has been known to injure others 
as they try to control his rages.

When he was in a residential treatment 
center (RTC), we recognized that he used 
his rages to get attention. This is a common 
thing with both children and adults. Basical-
ly, they think, “If you won’t pay attention to 
all the good things I’m doing, then I will do 
bad things to get you to notice me.” And, they 
do. Michael would run-away or throw violent 
temper tantrums and the staff would respond 
appropriately. They would restrain him. 

Michael viewed it as a hug. He was a pret-
ty dirty kid. He didn’t like to wipe his nose or 
bathe regularly. As he got older, he would eat 
his deodorant to avoid using it where it was 
supposed to be used. People didn’t really like to 
touch him. But, when he misbehaved, they did. 
And, although he didn’t realize it, he enjoyed 
those hugs. Each time his behavior would start 
to improve, he would be sent to live with a reg-
ular foster family. And, every time, his behavior 
would start to get worse. Foster parents were 
afraid of him. They didn’t want to hug him. So, 
he would get sent to another facility.

We first met him when he was about eight 
years old. He was sent to live with us for a 
short period of time while his social worker 
accumulated the pile of paperwork he need-
ed to be admitted to the residential psychiatric 
facility where he was to live. It seemed like it 
was delay after delay. I ended up calling in fa-
vors from doctors and dentists to get his eval-
uations completed in a timely manner. Finally, 
one day, his bed was ready and he left our 
home to live in a place where the psychiatric 
and psychological treatment was available 24 
hours a day.

He did well there, at first. They rewarded 
his bad behavior with the hugs he so badly 
wanted. Many of the others there were as dif-
ficult as he was, so he didn’t feel out of place. 
When he got, mad and ran away, the chased 
him. When he accused care givers of abuse, 
they moved him to a different unit. They en-

couraged his belief that he could grow up to 
be an FBI agent and even made him a special 
FBI badge. When he tore up his clothes or de-
stroyed his furniture, it was replaced without 
issue. He said he hated it there, but anyone 
could see that he enjoyed it. Unfortunately, 
the staff did not enjoy having him there. He 
was difficult. He was expensive to maintain. 
He accused everyone of abuse, just to get his 
way. 

We maintained contact with him while he 
was there. I served as his parent surrogate 
with the public-school system. He visited our 
home for weekends and holidays. We were 
the only family he had. 

So, when the RTC said Michael was more 
than they were willing to handle, he came 
back to us. Nobody else wanted to deal with 
his problems. And, although the problems are 
better, they didn’t go away. He still rages and 
runs away. After he injures himself, he ac-
cuses others of abusing him. He isn’t smart 
enough to realize that people can see through 
his stories, so he keeps on telling them. And, 
he doesn’t realize that each time he tells his 
lies, people are hurt by them. 

He’s 21 now. He has an IQ of about 65. 
He still sees himself as a little kid, although he 
thinks he’s mature. His psychological diagno-
ses are many and he takes a number of psy-
chotropic drugs in order to maintain a mod-
erate sense of calm. But, do you know what 
the biggest problem is? His biggest problem 
is that he never really overcame that desire to 
be rewarded for bad behavior. It’s better, don’t 
get me wrong, but it’s still there. 

Make sure you are noticing your kids for 
the right reasons. Praise them for their ac-
complishments. Give hugs – just because. 
And, even if your child is going through a cra-
zy stage of misbehavior, be careful to balance 
your response or it will become all about the 
bad with nothing about the good. And, every-
one is good at least once in a while. t

Send your parenting questions to Rev. 
Kelly ctrenshaw at pastor.kelly@comcast.net

BIRROTECA

Birroteca is the destination for modern,
rustic Italian cuisine crafted using ingredients

sourced from local ranchers, farmers and watermen.
We feature more than 60 craft beers with 24 on tap.
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1520 Clipper Rd
Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone. 443-708-1934
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• MEDITERRANEAN KEBABS
   LAMB CHOPS & BEST STEAK
• BAR SPECIALS
   $2 SHOTS ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT
• WEEKLY SHOWS
   WEDNESDAY KARAOKE
   SATURDAYS 8:30 P.M. BELLY DANCERS
   EVERY FIRST SUNDAY DRAG SHOW WITH SHAWWNA
   DJ EVERY TUES, WED, THUR, FRI AND SAT. 

1604 Kelly Ave,  
Baltimore, MD 21209 
Phone. 443-869-6240 
nickeltaphouse.com

Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week.

Come check out our

BEER BRUNCH
CHECK WEBPAGE FOR DETAILS

Happy Hour Drink prices from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Dining Room Hours
Sun & Mon: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Tues - Thur: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Fri & Sat: 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

1106 N Charles St. Baltimore, MD 
thebrewersart.com • (410) 547-6925

Late night Happy Hour on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday evenings! Get 
house draft beer 
for $3.75 from 

11 p.m. to close

Cheff/owner John Shields is a
Baltimore native, and he named

the restaurant after his grandmother, 
Gertrude Clreary, who taught him to 

cook as a child

Hours
Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Gertrude’s will make your event truly memorable!
For information about smaller events 
contact John Gilligan at 410-889-3399 X105

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Do you like to eat out, go to the theatre,
or just enjoy an evening of entertainment? 

Do you have opinions on issues 
in your community? 

Are you part of a church or school 
wanting to get your word out?

How about history or travel or the ARTS?... 

Well, if you do, and would like to share your 
thoughts, opinions, and knowledge,
WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOU TOO!

Contact Mary Taylor @ 410-802-1310 or 
e-mail her taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

IN
THE

THE VALLEY’S INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR THE LGBT COMMUNITIES
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This is a big week for the future of our 
country. Our president-elect will become 
president, despite much weeping and 
gnashing of teeth by the masses, but more 
importantly, this is 
the week of my birth-
day.

Having a January 
birthday isn’t always 
a lot of fun. Over the 
years I’ve accepted 
that January isn’t an 
ideal time to celebrate 
anything. The weather 
is cold and unpredict-
able and people are 
recovering both phys-
ically and financially 
from the busy holiday 
season. Factor in that I’ve al-
ready passed many of the age-related 
milestones that young people look forward 
to, such as getting a driver’s license, be-
coming a legal adult, and the many perks 
associated with turning 21, and a January 
birthday becomes just another day, albeit 
a day with cake, for an adult slowly making 
his way over the hill.

Which brings me back to the inaugu-
ration. Like millions of Americans, I’m not 
thrilled about our choice of president. The 
inauguration has virtually ruined my birth-
day weekend because the people who 
care about me also care about the future 
of our country. To paraphrase a friend, 
it’s like learning the exact time and date 
of your death, then being expected to eat 
cake and be merry.

 For a while, it seemed the shadow 
cast by the inauguration would eclipse 
my birthday. I was grumpy, but there was 
nothing I could do to change it. So, after a 
few days of moping I decided to look at the 
bright side, and the bright side came in the 
form of schadenfreude. Schadenfreude 
is a German word meaning “to delight in 
the misfortune of others.” When someone 
slips on a banana peel and you laugh, 
that’s schadenfreude. 

Usually I’m not one to laugh or joke at 

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

The Gift of 
Schadenfreude

another’s expense, but this time it feels 
appropriate to do so. You see, the misfor-
tune I’m delighting in is the misfortune of 
our president-elect. Even those who sup-
port him have to admit that he hasn’t con-
ducted himself very well since he entered 
the political arena. He has made divisive, 
slanderous statements, mocked and be-
littled those he perceived as threats, and 
shown himself to be a thin-skinned bully 
who can dish it out but can’t take it. He has 
lied, sexually assaulted women, vilified 
nearly every kind of person that isn’t like 
him, and now he’s facing the consequenc-
es of his actions.

It began weeks ago, after he lost the 
popular vote to Hillary 
Clinton but managed 
to get enough votes in 
the electoral college to 
claim victory by tech-
nicality. Planning for 
the inaugural festiv-
ities began and or-
ganizers ran into an 
unexpected hiccup 
– nobody wanted to 
perform for the pres-
ident-elect. It turns 
out that A-list talent 

doesn’t want to be associated 
with this particular brand of 
politics. 

Then Meryl Streep, accepting a lifetime 
achievement award at the Golden Globes, 
used her speech on live TV to denounce 
him for his bigotry and for mocking a dis-
abled reporter. She spoke of “outsiders” 
and “foreigners,” and how “disrespect in-
vites disrespect” and “violence incites vio-
lence.” He responded by tweeting that she 
was over-rated. Yeah, right... 

The closer we get to inauguration day, 
the more misfortune he has. A dossier was 
released that allegedly revealed problem-
atic relations with Russia. I didn’t read the 
dossier, but apparently he thinks a tradi-
tional porcelain or tile shower is beneath 
him and thus prefers gold, but I suppose 
every diva gets to make demands.

Maybe you think that all this talk of 
schadenfreude is petty, that I should re-
ally grow up this birthday and leave the 
jokes to real comedians. Perhaps you’re 
right. Or, you could look at schadenfreude 
from a different angle. Yes, I’m delighting 
in his misfortune because he brought it on 
himself, which means he’s getting what he 
deserves. The misfortune he is experienc-
ing shows that there is still justice in the 
world, that hatred and bigotry are not the 
new normal. And that’s the best birthday 
gift I could hope for. t

Like having 
and eating, too
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Still a hint of 
earl grey in 

Boston harbor

BY DaviD PLaCher
Remember the Boston Tea 
Party? The “Shot Heard 
’Round the World”? Or “One 
if by land, two if by sea”?

Many of Massachu-
setts’s cities and towns 
played an oversize role in 
U.S. history, and their dates 
of founding show they’ve 
seen a lot: Concord (1635), 
Hingham (1633), Ipswich 
(1630), Watertown (1630), 
Medford (1630), Boston 
(1630), Lynn (1629), Salem 
(1626), Gloucester (1623), 
and Plymouth (1620).

The same can be said 
for Massachusetts’s ole LGBT 
rights. The Commonwealth’s 
(that’s how it deems itself) po-
lices and laws also play an im-
portant role in the development 
of the LGBT rights in the U.S.

All reasons to consider a 
visit to this forward-thinking, LGBT-friendly 
state. Traveling to Boston from Baltimore 
is cheap. Southwest, JetBlue, and Spirit 
airlines offer roundtrip airfares for as lit-
tle as $80. From there, traveling to any of 
Massachusetts other historic cities is just 
a short drive.

Boston has famous institutions that in-
clude Symphony Hall, the Museum of Fine 
Arts, and Faneuil Hall. Boston also has its 
“Freedom Trail” – a walking tour marked 
right on the sidewalk that directs visitors to 
key historic sites.

But you can’t visit Boston without visit-
ing its gayborhood: the South End (though 
other neighborhoods with above-average 

gay populations include 
The Fenway (home to the 
Red Sox’s venerable Fen-
way Park) and Back Bay, 
with Jamaica Plain partic-
ularly popular with lesbi-
ans).

Massachusetts has 
been carrying the torch for 
the LGBT community for 
over a quarter of a cen-
tury. In September 1992, 
Governor William Weld 
issued an executive order 
allowing state employees 
to register as domestic 
partners. He also ap-
pointed a Commission on 
Gay and Lesbian Youth to 

make schools safe for LGBT youth. 
In 2004, Massachusetts became 
the first state to grant marriage li-
censes to same-sex couples after 
a state case, Goodridge v. Depart-
ment of Public Health, concluded 
that it is unconstitutional under the 
state constitution for state agencies 
to restrict marriage to only hetero-
sexual couples. Al-
though there were 
attempts to amend 
the state consti-
tution to prohibit 
same-sex mar-
riage, all failed. 
Today, same-sex 
marriage is legal 
in all 50 states, 
thanks to oberge-
fell v. Hodges, 
a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision 
rendered June 
26th, 2015.

A few years after Wis-
consin in 1982, Massachu-
setts in 1989 became the 
second state to add sexual 
orientation to its anti-dis-
crimination statutes. On 
February 17th, 2011, Gov-
ernor Deval Patrick issued 
an executive order banning 
discrimination by the state 
and its contractors against 
transgender employees. 
On July 1st, 2012, a law 
became effective that pro-
hibits discrimination based 
on gender identity in credit, 

Massachusetts | Have Yourself a Tea Party 
OuT & aBOuT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

public and private employment, and union 
practices. On October 1st, 2016, public ac-
commodations was added.

In June 1996, Massachusetts amended 
its hate-crimes legislation to include sexual 
orientation and in June 2012, it added gen-
der identity. Anti-bullying legislation was en-
acted in May 2010 and it requires schools 
to adopt policies that protect students from 
being bullied and to report and investigate 
incidents of bullying. Bullying laws have 

gained attraction these past few years in 
other states and they are quickly being ad-
opted. Massachusetts also allows a person 
who has completed sex-reassignment sur-
gery to amend his or her birth certificate.

Boston, a city that has a progressive 
history of LGBT protections and a large 
LGBT community, offers a thriving gay 
night life. 

Club Café (Clubcafe.com) has been a 
fixture in the gay community since 1983. 
It combines a restaurant, bar, lounge, and 
a dance club. Sometimes it offers package 
deals that include a drag show with dinner. 
It is a great place to socialize and meet 
new people. 

Jacque’s Cabaret (Jacques-cabaret.
com) is a charming place that is known for 
its wild drag shows and crazy karaoke. 

Paradise (Paradisecambridge.com) 
is known for its sociable go-go boys, cre-
ative DJs, strong drinks, and an awesome 
bi-level design. 

Finally, Marquis Leathers, an adult 
shop, has a unique place in the Boston gay 
community with a large collection of gay 
adult videos that could also be considered 
a historical collection of gay adult videos.

Massachusetts has a lot to offer any 
visitor, even if the trip is nothing more than 
a 72-hour stay. 

With travel being affordable and short 
from Baltimore and frequent deals on lodg-
ing accommodations (check, for instance, 
Priceline.com, Kayak.com, Hotels.com), 
there’s no excuse to not place Boston on a 
travel bucket list for 2017. With Massachu-
setts’s history, including its LGBT history, 
and Boston’s tourists attractions and gay 
clubs, the Commonwealth is a must-visit 
to not only learn about history, but also to 
show support for a state that has led the 
fight for LGBT rights. t

Marquis – Mecca 
of gay porn, near 

South Station
(where amtrak 

trains from 
Baltimore end up

enjoying 
Concord with 
friends... and not 
a shot was fired

Old sidles 
up to new 
in dowtown 
Boston

Still a taste of 
earl grey in 
the harbor
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The new year is here, resolutions have been 
made, and it’s a great time to look at ways 
to manage your money. There’s that cruise 
you want to take, the kitchen to remodel, a 
new house to buy, and lots of other expenses 
that necessitate you managing your money in 
order to afford them. Fortunately, there are a 
variety of personal finance software products 
to help you, both for the desktop and online 
or desktop. 

Quicken is a great product that I’ve used 
for years. Originally developed by Intuit, it is 
now owned by HIG Capital. It offers several 
different versions with tools to best meets 
your needs. The Starter Edition allows you 
to download your bank’s checking and sav-
ings transactions, and track your spending. 
The Deluxe version adds additional debt and 
money management tools. The Premier ver-
sion adds tools to help you stay on top of your 
portfolio, maximize your investments, and find 
mutual funds that fit your goals. The Rental 
Property Management version adds tools to 
organize your personal and rental property 
finances, track profit and loss by property, 
identify tax deductible expenses, and store 
lease terms, rental rates, and security depos-
its. The Home and Business Version helps 
you manage both your personal and small 
business needs, and allows you to generate 
business reports. There is also a version of 
Quicken for Macs.

We all have savings goals, and one of the 
great features of Quicken that I love are the 
savings goal tools. In my house, a big goal 
every year is to save for the summer. In my 
job, as a teacher, I only get paychecks from 
September to June and have to save money 
to get me through the summer. The savings 
goals help me make sure the money is there.

There are a couple of things it’s import-

Personal 
Finance 
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ant to know before purchasing Quicken. First 
of all, you will need to purchase an upgrade 
version about every two years because they 
discontinue online services support. While 
the continual need to update your software 
can get expensive, on the up- side they 
are continually adding new 
features to the program, and 
improving existing ones. It’s 
also important to know that 
the versions for managing 
a business or rental prop-
erties are very basic, and 
nothing like using the 
powerhouses like Quick-
Books or Peachtree. If, 
however, you have a 
very small business or 
limited needs, Quicken for business 
may be the right fit.

Since selling off Quicken, Intuit, Inc has 
purchased Mint.com, an online service for 
basic money management. It works very 
much like Quicken, however, it also provides 
you with emails reminding you of upcoming 
bills, low account balances, etc. It works by 
pulling data down from all of your accounts 
electronically. A major downside to the ser-
vice, is that you are unable to manually enter 
information into the website. 

There are many other web-based pro-

grams out there, but most web-based pro-
grams are like Mint.com and aggregate the 
data from your various accounts. 

Is it worth spending close to $110 for the 
Premier edition of Quicken? It all depends on 
what your needs are. Personally I have used 

Quicken since the 1990s and can’t imagine 
using anything else. I never 

pay full retail for it 
though. Amazon 
regularly has great 
specials. The online 
programs are great, 
but for me I like being 
able to manually en-
ter my transactions to 
reconcile later with the 
bank. Also, having the 
other features to help 
manage my finances, 

like budgeting, forecasting scenarios, 
setting up savings goals, managing invest-
ments, make it worth the investment to me.

In the next column we will look at tax soft-
ware. Yes, the W-2’s, 1099’s and the taxman 
cometh. There are many options for doing 
your own taxes, and I will look at some popu-
lar ones, as well as a few great alternatives. t

John Redmond-Palmer can be reached 
at john@redpalmcomputing.com.
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sible.” In addition to whatever germs lurk 
in seawater, I have heard that that staph 
germs are always present on our skin and 
that when the skin is torn, it becomes an 
open door for germs to infect the skin and 
deeper tissues. How quickly can bacteria 
or viruses invade an opening in our bod-
ies? Do we have seconds, minutes, or 
even hours to scrub or pour on disinfec-
tant, before it’s too late and further medical 
intervention is necessary? Also, are there 
similar concerns if the skin is broken and 
there is exposure to mold, fungus, or other 
invasive life forms?  Finally, I have heard 
that wounds exposed to seawater should 
be washed with urine-any truth to that?

Thanks,
The Snorkel Staph 

Dear S.S,
Multiple factors are involved in wheth-

er or not a wound will become infected. 
These factors include the immune status 
and general health of the injured person, 
the size of the wound, the depth of the 
wound, which organisms are likely to infect 
the wound, and the amount of each infect-
ing organism that gets into the wound. One 
key principle to understand is that wound 

Dear Dr. Eva,
I was recently in Hawaii. One afternoon 

I foolishly went snorkeling when the wind 
had come up and the water was rough. I 
was thrown up against a coral reef, and 
scraped my leg badly. I was careful to 
clean the area with alcohol and treated it 
with antibiotic ointment for several days. 
Fortunately, my efforts paid off and the 
abrasions healed without problems.

 My question is this: although everyone 
knows it’s important to clean a wound to 
avoid infection, I can’t find any information 
about how quickly this needs to be done, 
except for the unhelpful “…as soon as pos-

Trouble in 
Paradise

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

infections are prevented mainly by the pro-
tective actions of our own immune system, 
not by washing the infectious agents out of 
the wound. 

Virus and bacteria infections can get 
started very fast. We know for example that 
the HIV virus, a virus which the human im-
mune system unfortunately is not effective 
against, can be found in the bloodstream 
of monkeys within hours of exposure.

• Person factors – The younger a 
person is the more likely they are to heal 
quickly. People with any type of immune 
deficiency, such as diabetes, kidney dis-
ease, or HIV disease, are at greater risk 
both for wound in-
fections and de-
layed healing. 
Malnutrition also 
delays wound 
healing.

• wound fac-
tors – The deeper 
into the skin and 
underlying tissues 
a wound goes, 
the more likely it 
is to become in-
fected. This is true 
even if the surface 
area of the wound 
is small. For exam- ple, a wound 
caused by stepping on a nail may cause 
a very small opening in the skin but ex-
tend over an inch deep into the foot. This 
is called a penetrating wound. Penetrating 
wounds, especially when caused by an ob-
ject which has been in contact with soil, 
are at highest risk for tetanus infection, 
also called lockjaw. If there is any doubt 
as to whether a person with a penetrating 
wound has had a tetanus booster in the 
last five years, they should go to an emer-
gency room or urgent care center and get 
a diphtheria-tetanus booster within a day 
of the injury.

• Wound scenario – risk of infection 
and the types of organisms likely to cause 
infection vary depending on where and 
how the injury occurred. Bites from dogs, 
cats, and humans are all at high risk for 
infection because of the many types of 
bacteria in animal mouths. Because of 
the high risk of bacterial infection, people 
with bite wounds are given antibiotics right 
away rather than monitoring the wound 
to see if it appears infected. Wounds that 
take place in freshwater or salt water each 
have characteristic types of organisms, 
and different antibiotics are needed for 
each if they become infected. Molds and 
funguses have not been reported to grow 
in human wounds. 
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• Cleaning wounds – in the past, it 
was thought to be a good idea to use an-
tibacterial cleansers like iodine solutions, 
alcohol, or peroxide to rinse open wounds 
to kill bacteria and viruses. It is now under-
stood that these harsh chemicals cause 
more damage than benefit because they 
further injure the damaged tissues. Cur-
rent recommendations are to wash a fresh 
wound with large amounts of water, for 
example holding it under a faucet or hose 

for several minutes or pour-
ing a gallon of water into it. 

This is effective 
in washing out 
most poten-
tial infectious 
agents as well 
as removing 
debris like 
rust or wood 
splinters. Al-
cohol or per-
oxide can 
be used to 
d i s i n f e c t 
the intact 
skin up to 
the edges 

of the wound to de-
crease the likelihood of skin organisms 
getting into the wound, but washing the 
area with mild soap and water is equally 
effective. 

• how to know if it’s becoming in-
fected – The key signs of infection are in-
creasing pain, redness, warmth, swelling, 
and a hard feeling in the skin around the 
edges of the wound. Eventually a wound 
with a bacterial infection may drain pus, 
but nowadays most people get to med-
ical attention before a wound infection 
becomes that severe. It’s important to be 
aware that wounds – including surgical 
incisions as well as accidental injuries – 
tend to look worse on the second and third 
day after the injury. This does not mean 
the wound is getting infected – it is just the 
normal response of the immune system. 
The shift of white blood cells and antibac-
terial chemicals to the area causes signs 
of inflammation for the first several days 
even if there is no infection. 

• Urinating in wounds – urine is not 
a disinfectant. However, the chemicals in 
urine do counteract the poison in jellyfish 
stings. That would be the only situation in 
which urinating on a wound might be help-
ful; most scuba divers prefer to rinse the 
area with large amounts of water instead. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at dreva@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Beware
sharp
edges
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many times, we do not take any chance to 
ask that question. We assume that it is giv-
ing flowers, or saying I love you, or that if 
we are doing chores, that that conveys our 
love. It may be that you are right. But it is 
also possible that there are small gestures 
and behaviors that do a lot more that we 
are not aware of. It is also true that each 
one of us has the responsibility to let the 
other know what those acts are. Many peo-
ple want to hold hands. Do you like to do 
that? If so, does your partner know that? 
The conflict arises when you have made 
that clear and the partner ignores that 
wish. That is the time to check just how 
good your communication patterns are.

A friend just described how he moved 
22 times in the first six years of his life. 
We have all come from different life cir-
cumstances. Some have had better and 

more stable family life; some 
had parents who loved 
them and some were 
abused. We bring all of 
that baggage into our 
relationships and ex-
pect that love will con-
quer all. It doesn’t. Per-
haps in the honeymoon 
period, it looks fine but 
then, we should start the 
work of building up of the 
partnership, with good 
communication, willing-
ness to compromise, and 
acceptance that none of 

us is perfect. Then too, life 
brings all kinds of challenges our way and 
to be able to meet them with a partner you 
can count on, is as close to happiness as 
I can imagine. 

So while we deal with the cold weather 
and the trials and tribulations of winter, let 
us take time to huddle down, gather our 
supportive resources, enjoy the rest and 
get ready for the green shoots and opti-
mism of spring. t

Winter is the season all living beings in-
cluding homo sapiens tend to mentally go 
into themselves and basically hibernate. It 
is a time of reflection and the physical body 
wants to hold on to all of its resources. Left-
over from eons ago, our biological 
mechanisms conserve en-
ergies to get ready, in the 
spring, for another cycle 
of re-growth and new be-
ginnings. So how do we 
handle our relationships 
within this framework?

Our connections do 
not survive on their own. 
Any plant will wither 
if you don’t nurture it, 
water it, and keep it in 
good light. Likewise, all 
relationships need to 
be nurtured. Think of 
how many hours you spend 
each day at your job or main occupation. 
How much time do you devote to your sig-
nificant other, to your family and friends? 
So, let’s take some time to think of how 
you reach out and strengthen the ties with 
those you care about. What do you do to 
let a person know you care about them? 
Do you in fact know what makes them feel 
loved? This is a question I ask couples: 
What makes your partner feel loved and 
how often do you do that? It is sad that 
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Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
BY keLLi aBBOTT
chase Brexton Health care
Changes happen in our bodies as we age, 
and those changes can impact sexual func-
tion and increase the risks of con-
tracting a sexually-transmitted 
infection. Don’t worry – there are 
ways to meet those risks with 
creativity and celebration!

The LGBT Health Re-
source Center of Chase Brex-
ton Health Care will address 
“Sex After 60,” during a 
SAGECAP Lunch and Learn 
set for February 9th and 
presented by Jacq Jones, 
owner of Sugar on the Avenue 
in Hampden. 

We asked Jones a few 
questions about what LGBT 
elders need to know.

what motivates you to try to educate 
others about sex after 60?

jacq jones: Sex is, for many folks, a 
vital and rewarding part of life. While each 
part of our life span brings different chal-
lenges, they also bring different rewards. 
Pleasure is our birthright. And that never 
has to stop.

why do you feel people over 60 are 
so hesitant to talk about sex, and in 
some cases, take steps to protect them-
selves?

j.j.: They are? In my experience, 
there’s often a freedom in aging that makes 
talking about sex easier. That’s certainly not 
true for everyone. Many of us have been 
taught shame and secrecy around sex and 
sexuality. That can be especially true for 
folks who have needed to, or chosen to, live 
closeted in various ways throughout their 
lives. No matter your age, making choices 
that protect yourself and your partner(s) is 
a critical part of healthy sexuality.

what should LgBT individuals 60 
and over be concerned about regarding 
sex that they may not know?

j.j.: STIs and HIV are things we need 
to be concerned about, regardless of age. In 
fact, Baltimore has one of the highest rates 
of HIV of any city in the U.S. About 38% of 
men who have sex with men are living with 
HIV and only around 25% are aware that 
they are infected. Age doesn’t protect us 
from sharing disease with each other. The 
good news is that both testing and treat-
ment are available thru Chase Brexton.

In addition to STIs, our bodies change 

The Ins & Outs 
of Sex After 60

as we age. Those changes can have an im-
pact on our sexuality in multiple ways. We 
may need to learn new positions to accom-
modate the way our knees bend. Or add ad-
ditional stimulation to make up for reduced 
blood flow. Sexual response times can 
slow, arousal cycles can lengthen. We may 
explore medical interventions such as top-
ical hormones for people with vaginas. Or 

we may need to use sex toys 
as adaptive devices to 
help with erections, po-

sitions, sensation and 
more. It can be a time to 
seriously enjoy exploring 
and bringing creativity to 
our sex lives.

what do you hope at-
tendees to our Lunch and 
Learn will take away from 
the experience?

That sex can be delightful 
and fulfill- ing at any age. 

Anyone interested in attending should 
RSVP to lgbt@chasebrexton.org, call 410-
837-2050 x1107, or visit Conta.cc/2jbthsP. t

Kelli Abbott works at the lGBT Health 
Resource center of chase Brexton / SAGe-
cAP
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
BACK BAR OPEN

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY
Until 1:30 a.m.

Karaoke
Friday and Saturday

Until 1:30 a.m.
Blue Moon 2 for 1
All day All night

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS
RAIL DRINKS $4.50 

2 FOR 1 UNTIL 9 p.m.
RAIL DRINKS $4.50 

2 FOR 1 UNTIL 9 p.m.

BACK BAR OPEN
THURSDAY TO SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
Karaoke

Friday and Saturday
Until 1:30 a.m.

Blue Moon 2 for 1
All day All night

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park” • 410-225-3100 • ATM Available

ner, rings, and other jewelry. 
Honeymoons are generally not included 

in the wedding budget. Keeping the two sep-
arate will keep you from facing the honey-
moon money off against the wedding money.  

There are wide ranges in every cate-
gory regarding quality and cost, generally 
speak- ing, you get what you pay for. 

Over the next few months 
we’re going to look in detail 
at every category, take it all 
apart, and make it as easy 
as possible for you to get 
the wedding you want. 
We’ll talk in detail about 
what everything costs 
and all of the things 
that go into making 
good choices.

Next time: more 
on wedding costs. 
t

David egan is 
the proprietor and steward 

of chase court, a historic Balti-
more wedding and event venue. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on Instagram and Facebook. 
Send your comments and questions to 
david@chasecourt.com.

ding and the number of guests you plan to 
invite will drive your costs. Your budget will 
determine how much you can spend on all 
of these things. Bringing these three fac-
tors – your guest list, how you’d like your 
wedding to look and feel, and your budget 
– into balance with each other will deter-
mine the shape of your wedding. 

Once you have your guest list com-
plete, give or take ten or so people, you 
have an expected guest count. Next is the 
money. Knowing within a few thousand-dol-

lar range what you can spend 
is enough at this point. The 
range of possible wedding 
spending is, of course, lim-
itless, but for our purposes 
we’re going to consider wed-
dings where total spending 

runs from a couple thousand dollars up 
to about sixty thousand dollars – which is 
easier to get to than you think if your guest 
list runs over 200 people. The Knot which 
runs the largest wedding website in the 
world states the average Baltimore wed-
ding in 2015 cost $36,934, in Washington, 
DC, and Northern Virginia, it was $37,034. 

Now before you throw your hands up in 
despair, know that lots of great weddings 
cost less than half that! I know because 

Every aspect of your wedding plan-
ning is related to two things: your 
budget and your anticipated guest 
count. In the last three columns, 
we’ve talked about your guest list. 
Now let’s get into the budget.

Your budget represents the total amount 
of money you have to spend for absolutely 
everything. That includes your venue, cater-
ing, photography, entertainment, decorating, 
officiant, ceremony music, and more. 

Right at the start, here’s the big thing: your 
wedding can cost as little or as much as you 
desire. You have complete control over what 
you spend. You will, at the end of the day, be 
married. That’s what’s most important.

The look and feel you plan for your wed-

The Big 
Picture

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

... on 
wedding 

costs

quaLiTY OF LiFe

we have them all the time at the venue in 
Baltimore that I run, Chase Court. We do 
lots of very nice weddings in the 50 to 150 
guest range, with typical spending running 
from $10,000 to $20,000. We also do lots of 
very small wedding ceremonies with six to 
45 people that come in between $1,000 and 
$3,000. So, don’t let the averages scare you. 

Now that you know how many people 
you plan to invite and have a sense of 
how much money you will spend, 
you can consider the look and 
feel of your wedding. If your guest 
list is dialed in, you know that your 
spending should cover the look and 
feel that you want for that number of 
guests. Great! Now you have a start-
ing place for when we begin to talk real 
numbers in each cost category. 

The core categories of wedding 
spending are the ceremony venue, the 
reception venue, catering, photography, 
entertainment, decorating, ceremony mu-
sic, the officiant, and the cake.

Other things you might purchase in-
clude transportation, videography, wed-
ding planning, favors, and invitations. 

Costs that are related but are usually 
not included in the wedding budget per se 
include clothing, gifts, the rehearsal din-

Picture
perfect
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BIRROTECA

Birroteca is the destination for modern,
rustic Italian cuisine crafted using ingredients

sourced from local ranchers, farmers and watermen.
We feature more than 60 craft beers with 24 on tap.

EAT
LOCAL
WITH
GREAT
FOOD &
GREAT
FRIENDS

1520 Clipper Rd
Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone. 443-708-1934
www.bmorebirroteca.com
www.facebook.com/Birroteca

1604 Kelly Ave,  
Baltimore, MD 21209 
Phone. 443-869-6240 
nickeltaphouse.com

Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week.

Come check out our

BEER BRUNCH
CHECK WEBPAGE FOR DETAILS

Happy Hour Drink prices from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Dining Room Hours
Sun & Mon: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Tues - Thur: 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Fri & Sat: 5 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

1106 N Charles St. Baltimore, MD 
thebrewersart.com • (410) 547-6925

Late night Happy Hour on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday evenings! Get 
house draft beer 
for $3.75 from 

11 p.m. to close

Cheff/owner John Shields is a
Baltimore native, and he named

the restaurant after his grandmother, 
Gertrude Clreary, who taught him to 

cook as a child

Hours
Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Gertrude’s will make your event truly memorable!
For information about smaller events 
contact John Gilligan at 410-889-3399 X105

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

ExposE your BusinEss
For rates and info
Call Mary at 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutLoud.com
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BY wOODY DerriCkS
While you may or may not be happy with 
the presidential election outcome, one 
thing is certain: Donald Trump is going to 
serve as the 45th president of the United 
States. While it would be nice to have a 
crystal ball so that we could tell you exact-
ly what this means for your wallet, unfor-
tunately, we don’t. We can, however, give 
you a general idea of what could happen 
in 2017 based on President-elect Trump’s 
tax plan and his talking points during the 
campaign. 

You will see that uncertainty is the 
common theme that runs throughout our 
list. That is due, in part, thanks to the fact 
that our president-elect is a somewhat un-
known entity. 

Keeping all this in mind, here is our list 
of ten ways the Trump presidency might 
impact your finances:

1) Taxes – If Trump’s tax plan get ap-
proved, the current seven tax brackets 
might be replaced by just three – with rates 
of 12%, 25%, and 33%. Note that the mar-
ginal rate for the wealthy could be going 
to 33% from the current 39.6%. The stan-

Ten Ways Trump Might Impact Your Finances 
YOur MOneY

dard deduction for married couples and 
single filers might increase to $30,000 and 
$15,000, respectively, and the child-care 
deduction could also be increased, help-
ing those who juggle jobs and little ones. 
Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, the 
corporate tax rate might be decreased 
from 35% to 15%. While we have no way 
of knowing for sure, these tax cuts should 
create jobs in the private sector and give 
you a little more wiggle room in your bank 
account. As always, we recommend that 
you discuss any potential tax changes with 
your CPA.

2) jobs – If decreasing the corporate 
tax rate isn’t enough, Trump made it a point 
during his acceptance speech to talk about 
how he plans to rebuild America’s infra-
structure. By renewing and reinvigorating 
schools, roads, tunnels, and bridges, “we 
will put millions of our people to work,” he 
said. We believe it’s possible that we could 
see an uptick in jobs in the telecom, ener-
gy, transportation, and utilities industries.

3) interest rates – It’s hard to say 
what interest rates will do. The Federal Re-
serve meets again in December to discuss 

rates, but most experts believe that they 
will do nothing based on the economic 
uncertainty surrounding Trump’s election. 
When Trump gets into office, he will ap-
point his own Fed chair, but that doesn’t 
mean that he’ll have control over rates. We 
think rates are likely to go up, we just 
aren’t sure when. They have 
been stagnant for so long that 
any liveliness in the economy 
is possible to bring about an 
increase. That isn’t necessar-
ily bad news, though, even if 
you see mortgage rates and 
credit card interest rates 
rise; you might see better 
returns on your checking, 
savings, money market ac-
count, and/or CDs.

4) access to credit – We added credit 
to the list even though this one is purely 
speculative. Many economists believe that 
as Trump deregulates different industries, 
lending standards might finally loosen. 
This would be good news for anyone look-
ing for capital to start a new business.

5) The affordable Care act – The 
president-elect has promised voters that 
he will “repeal and replace” Obamacare. 
Even though we don’t know all the de-
tails surrounding this, we do know that 
he plans to allow competition between 
insurers across state lines. Trump also 
wants to make health insurance premiums 
deductible and incentivize Americans to 
use tax-friendly Health Savings Accounts 
(HSAs). There could be ramifications of a 
total repeal of the ACA – especially when it 
comes to pre-existing conditions. Our only 
guidance here is that you should continue 
to save for health-care expenses; new de-
ductions and a push to HSAs might save 
you money, but there are still a lot of un-
knowns.

6) The stock market – We’ve seen the 
market go a little crazy over the past cou-
ple of weeks. Historically, though, when 
the Republicans run the White House, the 
House, and the Senate, the stock market 
has seen gains. There are some good in-
vestment opportunities out there that you 
may want to finally take advantage of – as-
suming this trend holds true. 

7) College savings – On the campaign 
trail, Trump said that he plans to pump $20 
billion into education and will encourage 
the states to also increase their educa-
tional support. He also said that he plans 
to work with colleges to address mount-
ing costs and student debt, offering tax 

incentives to schools that cooperate with 
him. Although it’s nice to think that college 
might become more affordable one day, 
we think that you should continue to plan 
for education well in advance.

8) real estate – If interest rates in-
crease, home ownership may become 

harder for many individuals. On the 
other hand, if the 

president-elect 
can reduce 
r e g u l a t i o n s , 
the real estate 
industry could 
benefit. Builders 
claim that the cost 
to construct new 
homes has been 
significantly high-
er in recent years 

thanks to regula- tions, not increasing 
material or labor costs. If regulations de-
crease, house prices could as well. 

9) The regulatory environment – 
Getting rid of some regulations might stim-
ulate the private sector, but there are also 
fears that Trump’s planned tariffs could 
start some sort of trade war. It’s hard to 
say what would happen if this took place; 
historically, trade wars resulted in job 
losses for low-skilled, low-wage workers. 
On the flip side, it could also benefit lo-
cal economies by making local goods the 
more frugal option. 

10) The national debt – If Trump’s 
proposed spending goes on as planned, 
experts say we could accrue another $11.5 
trillion in debt within the next decade. If he 
can stimulate the economy, though, this 
could be entirely offset. Once again, it’s 
hard to say what is going to happen – even 
a year from now.

With a president-elect like Trump, 
there’s no way of knowing what the next 
four years will bring. Your safest bet is 
to plan ahead, think long-term, and take 
advantage of any tax deductions that you 
can. And of course, we’ll be right here for 
you in 2017 if you need any help. t

This column is for informational pur-
poses and not meant as specific, individ-
ual advice. About Woody: I started my ca-
reer in 1998 and have been independent 
since 2005. I have seen some of the best 
and worst markets in our history which al-
lows me to approach my clients with the 
knowledge of how the markets fit into their 
financial picture. I’m a certified financial 
planner. learn more at Partnershipwm.
com or call 410-732-2633.
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duce a productive dia-
logue within the leather 
community. 

I asked Pup Or-
pheus what he is doing 
to prepare for the In-
ternational Mr. Leather 
Contest in Chicago in 
May and wondered if 
he would be attending 
the big Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Weekend in 
D.C. in January where 
the IML judges will be 
announced. He quick-
ly stated that he didn’t 
become Mr. Maryland 
Leather just so that he 
could go to IML and that 
he is really more inter-
ested in promoting his 
local leather communi-
ty and being a good Mr. 
Maryland Leather. He 
is, however, working 
on his speech for IML 
and also his selection 
of leather attire. He ex-

plained that he wore his COMMAND vest 
on stage at the Mr. Maryland contest be-
cause it represented his résumé’ and that 
a black and white plaid flannel shirt also 
represented what once was COMMAND’s 
official uniform. He regrets that he will miss 
MAL due to attending the Chamber Mu-
sic America Convention in New York City 
where he will be promoting his CD’s (which 
can be found online at Ablazerecords.net.) 
I explained that he shouldn’t worry. Folks 
in the leather community understand and 
realize that work or family obligations often 
override leather events. Leather titlehold-
ers can’t be everywhere. He did designed 
a t-shirt with the theme #PartOfThePack 
which he sold to help raise money for his 
trip to IML and he hopes that his support-
ers will wear his t-shirts to MAL so that he 
can be there in spirit. The first batch of 
shirts sold out but due to popular demand 
he recently had additional shirts made with 
the proceeds this time going to the Leath-
er Archives and Museum. (Details can be 
found on Facebook under Pup Orpheus – 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2017) 

I could have spent all day with our 
new Mr. Maryland Leather, but I had kept 
him long enough. After lunch I proceeded 
over to the Walters Art Museum to catch 
the special exhibit of medieval art before 
it closed on January 8th. It was quite a 
memorable afternoon. I had explored his-
tory that was both recent and ancient. Both 
were learning experiences. t

the leather community as 
a whole. He was aware of 
the Mr. Maryland Leath-
er Contest last year, but 
was afraid to attend. This 
year he met members 
of the COMMAND, MC 
leather club and decided 
to pledge. He attended 
his first leather contest 
in August – the Atlantic 
States LeatherSIR / boy 
/ Community Bootblack 
Contest held in Balti-
more. After becoming 
a full member of COM-
MAND in October, he de-
cided to show his support 
for his new club brothers 
by being a contestant in 
their contest. “The Mr. 
Maryland Leather Con-
test is not a lottery that 
a person can win,” Pup 
stated. “There is a finite 
number of people in the 
leather community. I like 
to organize events and I 
wanted to use my skill set,” he added.

Pup explained that his young age gives 
him the advantage to reach out to other 
“leather twinks” and to encourage them to 
step away from their computers and social 
apps and to experience the leather com-
munity in person at brick and mortar bars 
and club gatherings. He saw old black and 
white pictures on the internet of leather 
events in the past and felt that he was look-
ing at a lost tribe. He wants to bridge that 
gap. He smiled and explained that he “likes 
older guys and is bothered when bitchy 
young guys insult older folks.” Plus the age 
gap also works both ways when those old-
er leather guys feel that since he is young 
and skinny he must not know anything. He 
wants to address this issue and will be host-
ing his first event on Friday, January 20th 
at The Loft at Grand Central. He is calling 
his function: “MENtors: fundraiser celebrat-
ing the bond between men of all ages.” The 
doors will open at 8 p.m. and there will be a 
panel discussion with representatives from 
our area’s leather community starting at 9 
followed by a bar night at 10 with Jell-O 
shots and a silent auction. All funds raised 
will be split between Sage CAP Baltimore, 
which provides care for LGBT elderly and 
Youth Empowerment Society Drop-In Cen-
ter which provides services for homeless 
and at-risk youth. Admission will be $5 at 
the door before 10 p.m. and $7 after 10. He 
hopes that in addition to raising money for 
two good charities, his fundraiser will pro-

136 W. Read Street, Baltimore, MD 21201
667-212-4446 • Find us on Facebook

On November 5th, the 27th Mr. Maryland 
Leather Contest was held at Grand Central 
Station in Baltimore. This annual contest 
produced by COMMAND, MC has been se-
lecting Maryland’s representative to the In-
ternational Mr. Leather (IML) Contest since 
1991. The leather community has changed 
a lot since 1991, but some in the audience 
for this year’s contest are still talking about 
this year’s Mr. Maryland Leather titleholder. 
A yellow stained white jock? An entrance 
on all fours? A puppy tail? A flannel shirt 
and COMMAND, MC club vest replacing 
formal leather? The selection of 26-year-
old Peter Dayton who goes by the name 

of Pup Orpheus as Mr. Maryland Leather 
2017 has many tongues wagging. 

On January 5th I arranged to have 
lunch with Pup Orpheus at Tavern on the 
Hill in Mount Vernon. I hate to be late so 
I arrived about 15 minutes early. A smil-
ing Pup Orpheus walked in just a minute 
or two after I arrived. It has been a busy 
few months for our new leather titleholder 
and Peter was getting ready to leave in the 
morning for the Mr. Indiana Leather 2017 
Contest in Indianapolis. I was very happy 
that he took time out of his busy schedule 
for an interview. I must say it made for a 
very enjoyable lunch. 

Peter was born and raised in a con-
servative Christian household in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, and when he is not busy with 
his job as Mr. Maryland Leather, he works 
as a musician and composer. It was mu-
sic that brought him to Maryland. After 
graduating from Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, he came to the Pea-
body Institute in Baltimore for his master’s 
degree. Like many of his generation, he 
discovered his kinky side by going on the 
internet and through social apps. An inter-
est in pup play led him to the furry com-
munity, the puppy community, and finally 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeaTher Line

Meet Mr. 
Maryland 

Leather 2017 

Pup Orpheus – 
sings a new tune in leather
credit: Rob Clatterbuck
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1957-2017
Watch for all our 60th Anniversary

Specials and Events

Thursday
Josie Trivia Night 

Thursday
Josie Trivia Night Karaoke Sunday

8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Karaoke Sunday
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

Enjoy Our Seven Days a Week Buy One Get One
Happy Hour 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Dance away at Leon's Friday, Saturday and Sundays
to some of the best music in Baltimore

Reversed Happy Hour Drink Prices 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Food Served Monday to Thursday 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday to Sunday   5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Food Served Monday to Thursday 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday to Sunday   5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

277 W. Chase St
870 Park Ave.  Baltimore

410-539-4993

1957-2017
Watch for all our 60th Anniversary

Specials and Events
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Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Self Management and Recovery Training
www.smartrecovery.org

In small groups we talk freely and learn how to:
   Maintain motivation to eliminate harmful habits
   Cope with urges
   Manage our thoughts, feelings, and actions
   Balance Lifestyle

NO: “Steps” INSTEAD: Empowerment – “I own my recovery….”

Powerlessness Education – learn self-management  
    & recovery skills

Labels or Names Useful for any type of addictive behavior

Sponsors Open discussion format

Free Mount Vernon Meeting:
Thursday 6:30—8:00 pm

 
1111 North Charles Street  •  Community Room

Info:  George Bowden 443-224-8500
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Contact Mary at 
410-802-1310

Advertise 
with us

ATTORNEY

COUNSELING

FINANCIAL HAIR SALONS

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Club 1722 

1722 North Charles Street  
410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns 
608 W. Lexington St.  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery 
203-207 W Read St.  •   410-225-3100

The Gallery 
1735 Maryland Ave.   •   410-539-6965

Grand Central 
1001-1003 N. Charles St. 

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s  
870 Park Ave  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s 
6037 Belair Rd  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery 
1816 North Charles Street 

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley 
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree 
1633 S. Charles Street 

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club 

21614 National Pike  •   Boonsboro, MD  21713 
301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions  

706 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
(717)232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704  
704 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

(717)234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge 
412 Forester Street  •   Harrisburg, PA 17102 

717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon  

35 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6515   •   bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot  
247 Rehoboth Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill 
404 Rehoboth Avenue.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-6080   •   rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-0948   •   iguanagrill.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSE-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com
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HealthysexualsHealthysexuals
COORDINATE

Get tested together.
And stay in sync. 

HEALTH AND SEX BELONG TOGETHER

HEALTHYSEXUAL, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.  
© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC3910 01/17

VISIT

AND TALK TO A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER


