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Civil Union Bill 
to be Introduced

By Steve Charing
A week before the opening of the 2011 
General Assembly, Senate Minority 
Leader Allan H. Kittleman (R-Howard, 
Carroll) announced plans to introduce 
a civil union bill for both same-sex and 
opposite-sex couples. “I want all cou-
ples (same-sex and opposite-sex) to be 
treated the same under Maryland law, 
with the same rights and responsibili-
ties,” Kittleman told Baltimore OUTloud. 

“My long term goal is to get the 
government out of marriage entirely. I 
see marriage (and I believe that most 
Marylanders agree) as a religious in-
stitution – even if some call it ‘civil mar-
riage.’ I personally do not believe that 
the government should be involved in 
marriage,” he added.

The legislation, which at press 
time had not been fully crafted, is 
being framed as a civil rights issue. 
Kittleman, a moderate Republican, 
has been a member of the Maryland 
Senate since 2004 and has been the 
Minority Leader since 2008. He easily 
won elections in 2006 and 2010 with-
out any primary challenges.

Allan H. Kittleman is the son of the 
late Robert H. Kittleman and was ap-
pointed by then Governor Robert Eh-
rlich, Jr. to fill his seat following the death 
of his father. The elder Senator Kittle-
man, also a Republican, gained a repu-
tation for being a champion of civil rights.

The proposed bill will serve as an al-
ternative to the full marriage equality bill 
sought by LGBT activists and allies, who 
believe that the legislature is finally pre-
pared to consider the issue with a posi-
tive outcome possible. Immediately fol-
lowing the announcement of Kittleman’s 
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Brother, Help Thyself, Inc., a mainstay of 
the Baltimore-Washington LGBT community 
since 1978, will be holding its annual grants 
and awards ceremony at Grand Central 
on Saturday, January 29. The doors open 
at 1:00 p.m. and the show begins at 2:00. 
Grand Central is located at 1001 N. Charles 
St. in Baltimore. The show will consist of mu-
sic, dancing, comedy, costumes, finger-food 
and drag performers. 

This event presents an opportunity to 
recognize and interact with the compas-
sionate people who are making a huge dif-
ference in our community. The organization, 
through its grant-giving, has supported local 
non-profit start-up and grass-roots LGBT 
and HIV/AIDS charity operations in Balti-
more and D.C. 

“Brother, Help Thyself has always 
been completely volunteer-operated,” BHT 

Vice-President & Development Committee 
Chairman Bradley Hill told Baltimore OUT-
loud. “Each Director represents a special-
ized Leather or Levi or Drag or Motorcycle 
or Rodeo or Bear club in the Baltimore/DC 
area. Because of the differences, whenever 
an agreement is reached, 
it reflects the priorities of 
the entire community. This 
community is very gener-
ous, even in really tough 
economic times.”

BHT throughout the 
years has been extremely 
generous in handing out 
much needed money for non-profit LGBTQ 
and HIV/AIDS community organizations. In 
fact, Brother, Help Thyself has given away 
grants worth about $2.5million over the last 
32 years. 

“These little charities are the folks get-
ting their hands dirty, doing the hard, impor-
tant work on the streets of Baltimore and 
D.C.,” says Hill. “Nobody is ever going to get 
rich on our grants. But so many times, just 
a thousand bucks makes such a huge dif-

ference to start-up and grass-
roots charities.”

Founded in 1978 by four 
gay motorcycle clubs Brother, 
Help thyself is one of the first or-
ganizations in the United States 
to provide funding for LGBTQ 
health, cultural, and social ser-
vices. The first fund drive by the 

Capital Area Board of Leather and Levi Motor-
cycle Clubs raised $4,518. 

BHT was formed to award that grant to 
the Gay Men’s VD Clinic which was having 

Bht grants & awards Ceremony Set for Jan. 29
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By Steve Charing
Equality Maryland’s executive director Mor-
gan Meneses-Sheets has been in her po-
sition for over a year. Much has happened 
during this time. The political landscape has 
changed significantly, the size of her staff 
and expectations for achieving its goals have 
increased, and her own household (with wife 
Rae) saw the arrival of a new baby, Lucy. 

As the 2011 Maryland General Assem-
bly begins its three-month session, I had a 
chance to talk with Ms. Meneses-Sheets 
to discuss the challenges ahead and how 
Equality Maryland is better positioned to 
achieve marriage equality and gender iden-
tity protections in the Free State. 

Steve Charing: Last year at this time 
you projected 2010 to be “a rebuilding 
year” and tamped down expectations of 
major movement on marriage equality 
and gender identity protections. how do 
you see 2011?

Morgan MeneSeS-SheetS: We had a very 
successful year. We brought in new coalition 

partners. We secured addi-
tional co-sponsors on both of 
our bills. We launched Action 

Teams in six counties in order to strengthen 
our on the ground presence. We identified 
10,000 pro-equality supporters. We also 
worked to elect fair-minded legislators. We 
had a good record with 73 of our 81 en-
dorsed candidates winning their races. 

All of this helps to lay a strong founda-
tion going into the 2011 legislative session. 
We are cautiously optimistic. We feel good 
about the vote counts on our bills, but we will 
need to keep up the work to secure the last 
votes. We have to ensure that the message 
is clear that a majority of Marylanders want 
to see these important changes – gender 
identity anti-discrimination and marriage for 
same sex couples. We are really pulling out 
all of the stops this year, but we need folks 
to stand with us. 

SC: During this time equality Mary-
land had expanded its staff to allow for 
more targeted functionality within the 
organization. how will this help the orga-
nization to be more effective?

AN INTERVIEW WITH MORGAN MENESES-SHEETS

‘We are Cautiously Optimistic’

 – continued on page 4
Morgan 
Meneses-Sheets

Senate Republican leader 
Kittleman wants equal rights 
for gay couples
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Nobody can accurately forecast 
the weather a day in advance much 
less events throughout a year. So, 
for sure, I’m not going to look into 
a crystal ball and make bold pre-
dictions. As the great philosopher 
Casey Stengel once said, “Never 
make predictions, especially about 
the future.” His disciple yogi Ber-
ra learned well from the master 
Stengel.

But we do have a sense of what 
MAy transpire in the coming year 
as it pertains to the LGBT commu-
nity. On the national stage, several 
things are likely to occur. President 
Obama is going to take a page 
from the Bill Clinton playbook and move 
even more towards the center of the political 
spectrum during the second half of his term, 
thus irking his progressive base. 

As you may recall, President Clinton’s 
Democratic Party was also “shellacked” 
during the midterm elections of 1994. To 
regain his footing and set up a success-
ful 1996 re-election run, Clinton engaged 
in a process called “triangulation” whereby 
he adopted a point of view that was more 
widely associated with Republican dogma 
than with the Democrats. As an example, in 
the 1996 State of the Union Address, Clin-
ton declared 
“the era of big 
government is 
over.” He also 
presided over 
welfare reform 
and balanced 
budgets – not 
the usual po-
sitions from 
Democrats.

This is what 
I expect from 
President Obama during 2011. With a House 
of Representatives firmly in control by Re-
publicans and the Democratic margin in 
the Senate having been reduced, the Ad-
ministration will not be seeking left-leaning 
initiatives during this term. The numbers in 
Congress are against him, the posturing 
by Republicans to gear up for 2012, and 
Obama’s intuitive desire to compromise sets 
up a likely “triangulation” scenario.

Therefore, you won’t see a major drive 
to pull ENDA – the Federal Employment 
Nondiscrimination Act – out of the scrap 
heap where it has languished for nearly four 
decades. And most certainly, you won’t see 
the push, at least by the President, to repeal 

What Lies ahead in 2011?
sex couples.

As the start of the 2011 General Assem-
bly approached, all looked good for pro-
equality advocates. But wait, not so fast. 
Minority Leader Senator Allan H. Kittleman 
(R-Howard, Carroll) added a new wrinkle. 
He announced he will introduce a civil union 
bill for both gay and straight couples. His 
overriding intent, according to comments 
he made to me, is to ensure that same-sex 
couples are granted all the rights as hetero-
sexual couples.

There are a number of flaws in his rea-
soning, especially his stated desire to get 
government out of marriage. “I personally 
do not believe that the government should 
be involved in marriage,” he told me. But 

it is from govern-
ment that all the 
benefits, rights and 
responsibilities are 
conferred upon 
married couples. 
(At press time, he 
has not responded 
to my request for 
clarification on that 
point.) 

And Sen. Kittle-
man rejects the 
term “civil marriage” 
believing that “mar-
riage” can only be 
a religious concept, 
notwithstanding the 
fact that some 40 
percent of Maryland 

couples are legally wed in county clerk’s of-
fices and city halls without a minister, priest 
or rabbi to officiate.

While Sen. Kittleman’s proposed legisla-
tion is intended to offer an alternative to a 
pro-marriage equality bill, it is hard to say if 
it will fly. At a minimum, however, it will be a 
most unwelcome distraction for those trying 
to do the work to get a full marriage equality 
bill passed.

Should a marriage equality bill be 
passed and signed into law, the next battle 
will be dealing with a referendum that will 
surely be highly charged. 

So this year could be filled with the 
same surprises and disappointments as 
any other year. But only a glance into a 
crystal ball will allow us to know in advance 
how it will all play out. Otherwise, one can-
not make predictions, especially about the 
future. t

Steve charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.Stevecharing.blogspot.com. 

the Defense of Marriage 
Act or DOMA, not until after 
2012.

What we might see, 
however, is some backlash 
from the astounding come-
from-behind effort to repeal 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” in the 
waning days of the 111th 
Congress. Such blowback 
has already been evident in 
the wake of the leak of Navy 
Captain Owen Honors’ in-
appropriate video aboard 
the USS Enterprise. The 
sore-losing homophobes 
are blaming the repeal of 

DADT as the reason that stern 
action was taken against what 
would have been a distinguished 
officer had he not lapsed into 
frat-boy gay-bashing and sexist 
antics. 

On that subject, even though 
the video was recorded years 
ago, it was conduct unbecom-
ing of an officer, a leader. If the 
homophobes who are seething 
on the blogosphere were so con-
cerned about disciplinary action 
taken against Captain Honors, 

perhaps they 
should read the 
list of the extraor-
dinary men and 
women – offi-
cers and enlisted 
personnel – who were dis-
charged simply because of 
the people they loved.

Back home in Mary-
land, 2011 figures to be an 
interesting year. Ever since 
Attorney General Gansler’s 

opinion last February stating that Maryland 
should recognize the valid marriages of 
same-sex couples performed in other juris-
dictions as well as the legalization of those 
marriages in nearby D.C., momentum for 
state action has gained traction.

All the metrics seem to be in place for 
an historic breakthrough: new composition 
of the key committees in both houses re-
flect a pro-equality mindset; leaders of both 
houses appear to be amenable to getting 
the issue out to the floor for a debate and 
vote; the Governor pledged to sign a mar-
riage equality bill if passed; and recent polls 
show that a majority of Marylanders, albeit a 
small majority, supports marriage for same-
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“As the start of 
the 2011 General 

Assembly approached, 
all looked good 
for pro-equality 

advocates. But wait, 
not so fast.”
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proposed measure, Morgan Meneses-Sheets, 
the executive director of Equality Maryland, the 
state’s largest LGBT civil rights organization 
responded, “We welcome help from any leg-
islator interested in achieving full legal equal-
ity, but this proposal will not achieve that goal. 
Creating a separate legal status, rather than 
treating everyone the same does not live up to 
the promise of equality.”

Meneses-Sheets pointed out that simi-
lar compromises in other states have fallen 
short of the goal for full equality with all the 
rights and privileges that are accorded op-
posite-sex couples and that marriage pro-
vides a respected place in society. 

“This [bill] is a blanket invitation for oth-
ers to discriminate against gay and lesbians 
in all areas of their lives. If you drive down 
the road to the District of Columbia, loving 
and committed couples are going to the 
court house or the clerk’s office and receiv-
ing the same license and the same protec-
tions. We should not ask Marylanders to set-
tle for something that simply put is separate 
and unequal,” said Meneses-Sheets.

For his part, Kittleman’s proposal is 
aimed at achieving equal rights for all of 
Maryland’s citizens. “While my legislation is 
still in the drafting stage, it will allow same-
sex and opposite-sex couples to obtain a 
civil union. The civil union will have the same 
rights/benefits of a marriage in Maryland,” he 
explained. “Also, I am hopeful that if we turn 
our focus away from marriage, then we can 
arrive at a consensus on this issue. A con-
sensus would make it much less likely that 
the legislation would be taken to referendum.”

Kittleman told OUTloud that he plans to 
meet with Equality Maryland and also with 
Sen. Rich Madaleno (D-Montgomery), who 
is gay and has in the past introduced the 
Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Pro-
tection Act, to discuss his proposal and to 
determine the best way to achieve the goal 
of complete equality.

“There appears to be little question that 
the General Assembly will pass some leg-
islation this year to provide equal rights to 
same-sex couples,” Kittleman said. “My leg-
islation is designed to give another option 
for the legislature to consider.” 

Several Republicans have already ex-
pressed opposition to Kittleman’s proposal 
as they do not want equal rights conferred 
upon gay and lesbian couples. And mar-
riage equality advocates do not believe his 
proposal goes far enough. t

CiviL UniOn BiLL tO Be 
intrODUCeD’ 
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The Columbia-Howard County chapter of 
PFLAG – Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays – has announced its 
scholarship for the coming year. In recog-
nizing increased costs of college expenses, 
the chapter doubled its award from $1,000 to 
$2,000 this year. 

The purpose of the scholarship is to: 
• recognize outstanding LGBT and 

straight ally students; 
• encourage the pursuit of post-second-

ary education for self-identified LGBT and 
straight allies; and 

• foster a positive image of LGBT young 

PFLag Chapter announces 2011 Scholarship
adults in society. 

To be eligible, the applicant 
must:

• Self-identify as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered (LGBT), 
or a straight ally (i.e., an individu-
al who demonstrates outstanding 
support directly to LGBT youth 
and supports equality for all); 

• be a resident of the State of 
Maryland; 

• currently attend or plan to attend a 
post-secondary educational institution dur-
ing the 2011-2012 academic year; and 

• complete a Howard County PFLAG 
Scholarship application in its entirety includ-
ing all required supplemental forms.

In addition, the applicant cannot:
• be receiving full tuition remission from 

other sources to fund the education (e.g., 
other full-tuition scholarships, established 
college trust fund, etc.) and

• be a prior recipient of the Howard 
County PFLAG Scholarship 

The completed applica-
tion must be submitted by 
May 1, 2011 and mailed to: 

PFLAG Columbia-Howard 
County, Attention: Scholar-
ship Committee

P.O. Box 1479
Columbia, MD 21044
Forms and supporting 

documents can be obtained 
online at www.pflagmd.org. (Incomplete ap-
plications will not be considered.) 

The chapter’s Scholarship Selection 
Committee will review all applications at 
once and make their final decision during 
the first two weeks of May. All decisions will 
be sent out in the mail by the last week in 
May. The scholarship recipient will be pub-
licly announced during the general June 14 
general meeting. The scholarship recipient 
will be invited to that meeting but attendance 
is not mandatory t

all information received is confidential and 
only shared by the Scholarship committee. 

financial difficulties at that time. Not only did 
this grant make it possible for the clinic to 
continue to provide health services, but also 
made it possible for it to separate from the 
Free Clinic. This separation led to the cre-
ation of the Whitman-Walker Clinic, which 
expanded its services to the lesbian com-
munity at that time.

In 1996, the Health Education Commit-
tee established “Raincoat Coalition” subse-
quently renamed, “Respect/Protect.” Without 
charge, this program distributes condoms 
and lube to patrons of local businesses. This 
service helps to stop the spread of STDs and 
fills the gap that the lack of financial support 
from other resources has created.

BHT has grown and diversified over the 
years. In response to the AIDS crises in the 
gay community, the organization financially 
supports many AIDS service providers. 
Brother, Help Thyself raises funds through-
out the year and then disburses direct and 
matching funds, partners with grantees 
on fundraisers and other events, acts as 
a clearinghouse for donated goods and 
services, and serves as an information re-
source to the LGBTQ community.

The ceremony and show on January 
29 is free but there will be a Silent Auction 
to help raise funds for BHT. “The planning 
committee has made every effort for this 
year’s show to be a fun ‘PG’-rated extrava-
ganza,” says Bradley Hill. t

For more information about the event 
and Brother, Help Thyself, visit www.broth-
erhelpthyself.org.

Bht grantS 
anD aWarDS CereMOny 

– continued from front page
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MMS: We are happy that we filled our 
Development Director position. Matt Thorn 
will help us to continue to build a strong 
fundraising program in order to ensure that 
Equality Maryland is able to continue to 
grow and thrive. 

Damon Hainline is our new Field Direc-
tor after working on campaigns in Iowa, Cali-
fornia, Maine, New Jersey and New york. 
Damon has a proven track record of build-
ing strong field teams. He is joined by Ja-
cob McClain, a new Field Organizer. Jacob 
has worked several legislative and electoral 
campaigns throughout the country. This 
doubles the number of organizers that we 
have the on ground – along with Aimee Mar-
tin and Owen Smith – and allows us to be 
more targeted in our work to not only secure 
the last votes that we need, but to truly build 
a statewide movement of volunteers and 
leaders helping us to advance our goals. 

SC: the committee make-up in both 
chambers of the legislature seems ame-
nable to at least allow the religious Free-
dom and Civil Marriage Protection act to 
be debated. Do you forecast any success 
on this bill? What about transgender 
protections?

MMS: The Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee (JPR) has been a challenge in 
the past. At this time, we now have the votes 
needed to get out of the committee. Both of 
our key issues are considered by this com-
mittee in the Senate. 

The House Judiciary Committee also 
looks promising. This is where the marriage 
bill is heard. The gender identity legislation 
is considered in Health Government Opera-
tions (HGO). The new committee assign-
ments seem to provide the votes needed for 
this important bill. 

When we talk about votes we are really 
talking about legislators, people who need 
to hear the stories of real people from their 
district who face the challenges of inequal-
ity and our allies who believe in supporting 
fairness. They have to know that we have 
strong public support. 

SC: in a recent fundraising pitch you 
stated that your team will hit the ground 
running on January 12 (the start of the 
2011 general assembly). given the opti-
mism that a marriage bill will be serious-
ly considered this session, will equality 
Maryland contract the services of a paid 
lobbyist this year?

MMS: We have a contract with Alexan-
der & Cleaver. They are a very well respect-
ed firm. They have relationships with each 
of the county delegations and every com-
mittee. We feel confident that they will really 
help us to get through to the finish line. 

SC: republican Senator allan h. Kit-
tleman, the Senate Minority Leader, is 
planning to introduce a civil union bill for 
all Maryland couples – gay and straight. 
What are your thoughts about that, and 
if opposed, do you plan to fight such an 
initiative?

MMS: We really ap-
preciate that the Senate 
Minority Leader is seeking 
to ensure that loving and 
committed gay and lesbian 
couples have some form of 
protection. His concept of 
creating a system in which 
everyone – gay or straight 
– receives a civil union is very intriguing. It 
is similar to some European countries. The 
challenge is that I do not think many straight 
couples would be willing to give up their mar-
riage for a civil union.

The states that have attempted to cre-
ate new institutions such as civil unions as a 
purported compromise have found that they 
fall short of providing all of the same rights 
and privileges, but beyond that marriage 
provides a respected and acknowledged 
place in our society. Creating a separate 
legal status, rather than treating everyone 
the same does not live up to the promise of 
equality. 

If you drive down the road to the District 
of Columbia, loving and committed couples 
are going to the court house or the clerk’s of-
fice and receiving the same license and the 
same protections. We should not ask Mary-
landers to settle for something that would be 
separate and unequal. 

We are willing to engage in dialogue 
with any legislator who wants to address the 
problems of inequality. It is truly a sign of 
progress that legislators on both sides of the 
aisle are working to ensure that gay and les-
bian couples have legal protections, but we 
feel that anything less than full legal equality 
falls short.

SC: For the sake of discussion, let’s 
assume some pundits are correct and 
a marriage equality bill passes and the 
governor signs it as promised, there 
will undoubtedly be a petition drive by 
opponents to place the question on the 
ballot in 2012. Will equality Maryland 
lead the fight to counter the inevitable 
misinformation that will be foisted upon 

the voters?
MMS: Simply put, yes we will. We are 

already working to lay the groundwork. We 
will do all that we can to keep this issue off 
the ballot, but we are also getting ready for 
the fight. We have all worked very hard and 
this issue is about real people’s lives. Once 
we have won, we cannot let them down or let 
ourselves down by having our rights taken 
away. 

SC: So far, every state ballot initiative 
to prevent marriage for same-sex cou-

ples succeeded, even in 
so-called “blue states.” 
Why would Maryland be 
any different?

MMS: There is a his-
tory in Maryland of anti-
equality forces unsuccess-
fully attempting to roll back 
important gains. Ten years 
ago there was an attempt 

to take away the anti-discrimination protec-
tions on the basis of sexual orientation. A 
few years ago, extremists looked to remove 
protections on the basis of gender identity 
but fell short. 

We also feel such strong support 
throughout the state we have a strong foun-
dation to do the hard work of having real 
conversations with people about what it re-
ally means to be the Free State. We know 
that the fight ahead is not easy, but nothing 
worth fighting every really is. 

SC: the pro-marriage equality 
groups that tried to prevent Proposition 
8 from passing in California were widely 
criticized for fumbling the ball. a lack of 
outreach to minorities, failure to counter 
the misinformation and other failures 
were among the factors that led to Prop 
8’s passage. how will equality Maryland 
learn from those deficiencies so that a 
referendum could be defeated here?

MMS: We are already working hard to 
engage in real and authentic conversations 
with communities of color. We have been 
working to build our outreach to and work 
with communities of faith. We are also build-
ing a team that is not just made up of our own 
staff, but our coalition partners and national 
experts who can help us to learn from the 
successes and challenges in other states. 

SC: Would equality Maryland en-
courage outside pro-marriage equality 
organizations to join the battle and how 
would these efforts be coordinated?

MMS: They already are and that is truly 
exciting! We are working with Freedom to 
Marry, the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force, Gill Action, HRC, GLAAD, Catholics 

for Equality, Campus Progress and many 
other organizations both state and national 
to ensure that we have a strong, coordinated 
effort. We all have something to learn from 
one another. We are honored to have such a 
comprehensive team of people willing to dig 
in and do the hard work along with us.

SC: aside from marriage equality, 
there still remains a lot on the plate. While 
your organization continues to fight to at-
tain passage of transgender protections, 
will equality Maryland take an active role 
on the redistricting process, bullying in 
schools and other such matters?

MMS: Let me make it clear that our com-
mitment to advancing gender identity anti-
discrimination protections is unwavering. In 
each step of our planning process, we have 
talked about both of our bills. Our strong 
partnerships, our lobbying contract, any of 
the resources that we are leveraging to ad-
vantage this year’s efforts are aimed at help-
ing to win on both of our key issues – gender 
identity protections and marriage for same 
sex couples. 

In order to win we have to remain fairly 
focused on our two issues. We will certainly 
need to be aware of other pressing issues, 
but to win we must keep our eyes on the 
prize(s)! 

SC: how will Lobby Day on February 
14 serve to win these battles?

MMS: Lobby day is a public demonstra-
tion of the strong support in Maryland for 
equality. It also offers an opportunity for leg-
islators to hear stories from people in their 
district – the real people behind the issues. 
Of course, if we are going to win, everything 
we do needs to be bigger and louder and 
more powerful, so we really hope people 
will plan to spend their Valentine’s Day with 
Equality Maryland and our partners in An-
napolis to make this the best lobby day we 
have ever had!

But it is not just about lobby day. We 
need every supporter to call their legisla-
tor, to e-mail their legislator and to show up. 
There are so many ways to get involved. The 
best way to find out how to make a differ-
ence is to attend one of our campaign kick 
off meetings. They are being held in Prince 
George’s County (January 12th), Montgom-
ery County (January 17th), Howard County 
(January 18th), Anne Arundel County (Janu-
ary 19th) and Baltimore (January 20th). 

For more information, contact EQMD at 
410-685-6567 or info@equalitymaryland.
org. These events are an opportunity to find 
out more about current efforts and the ways 
that individuals can be part of our exciting 
efforts to win true and lasting equality. t

intervieW With 
MOrgan-MeneSeS-SheetS’ 

– continued from front page
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report on Suicide risk in 
LgBt Populations released
calls for broad action to address knowledge and prevention gaps

neWS // NATIONAL

An expert panel of 26 leading researchers, 
clinicians, educators and policy experts has 
released a comprehensive report on the 
prevalence and underlying causes of suicid-
al behavior in LGBT adolescents and adults. 
The report has been pub-
lished online in a special 
edition of the Journal of 
Homosexuality. 

Titled “Suicide and 
Suicide Risk in Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Populations: Re-
view and Recommenda-
tions,” the report makes 
sweeping recommenda-
tions for closing knowledge gaps in what is 
known and not known about LGBT suicide 
behaviors and calls for making LGBT sui-
cide prevention a national priority. This is 
especially timely in light of multiple suicide 
deaths among LGBT youth in recent months. 

Despite four decades of research point-
ing to elevated rates of suicide attempts 
among LGBT people, national suicide pre-
vention initiatives, including the 2001 U.S. 
National Strategy for Suicide Prevention, 
have given scant attention to suicide risk in 
sexual minority persons. “With this report 
and recommendations, we hope to move 
LGBT suicide prevention squarely onto the 
national agenda and provide a framework 
for actions aimed at reducing suicidal be-
havior in these populations,” said Ann Haas, 
PhD, lead author and Director of Prevention 
Projects for the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. “It’s time for the federal 
government, suicide prevention agencies, 
mental health professionals, policy makers 
and LGBT organizations to join together to 
bring this problem out of the closet and work 
toward effective solutions.”

Key findings and recommendations
• The report cites strong research 

evidence of significantly elevated rates of 
lifetime reported suicide attempts among 
LGBT adolescents and adults, compared 
to comparably aged heterosexual persons. 
However, the authors found limited em-
pirical evidence of higher rates of suicide 
deaths in LGBT people, mostly because 
sexual orientation and gender identity are 
not indicated on death records in the U.S. 
and most other countries. 

• Although multiple studies point to el-
evated rates of depression, anxiety and 
substance abuse among sexual minor-
ity people, the panel found that these prob-
lems, by themselves, do not account for the 

higher rates of suicide 
attempts that have been 
reported by LGBT people. 
Thus, the consensus re-
port identified stigma and 
discrimination as play-
ing a key role especially 
acts such as rejection or 
abuse by family members 
or peers, bullying and ha-
rassment, denunciation 

from religious communities and individual 
discrimination. The report also highlighted 
evidence that discriminatory laws and public 
policies have a profound negative impact on 
the mental health of gay adults.

• In a series of recommendations, the 
consensus panel called on LGBT organiza-
tions to lead efforts to encourage early iden-
tification of depression, anxiety, substance 
abuse and other mental disorders among 
LGBT people, and push for the development 
and testing of a wider range of culturally-
appropriate mental health treatments and 
suicide prevention initiatives. 

• The consensus panel called for revi-
sion of diagnoses pertaining to transgender 
people in the 5th edition of the Diagnostic 
and Statistical Manual (due out in 2013) to 
affirm that gender identity, expression and 
behavior that differ from birth sex is not in-
dicative of a mental disorder. 

• Other recommendations focus on im-
proving information about LGBT people by 
measuring sexual orientation and gender 
identity in all national health surveys in which 
respondents’ privacy can be adequately pro-
tected, and encouraging researchers to in-
clude such measures in general population 
studies related to suicide and mental health. 

The complete report is at www.informa-
world.com/wjhm. The print version will be 
released on January 19th. 

The American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention is the leading national not-for-prof-
it organization exclusively dedicated to under-
standing and preventing suicide through re-
search, education and advocacy as well as to 
reaching out to people with mental disorders 
and those impacted by suicide. t

By XiaOLU ning 
courtesy of dot429
On January 4, 2011, moments before mak-
ing history at a special en banc session of 
the Superior Court of California by taking 
an oath of office to be the first openly trans-
gender trial judge in the country, Victoria 
Kolakowski (who underwent gender reas-
signment surgery in 1991) spoke exclusive-
ly with dot429 in her dressing room at the 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center. Kolakowski 
expressed her excitement and humility: “It’s 
been very hard as a transgender person. 
We’re a community that’s 
chronically under- and unem-
ployed and I’ve encountered 
that sort of discrimination in 
the past, but we’re making 
so much more progress now. 
In terms of my career, I think 
part of it is hard work and per-
severance, and part of it is 
good luck.”

Kolakowski’s parents and 
wife Cynthia Laird were her primary guests 
of honor at the ceremony. California State 
Senator Ellen Corbett introduced Victoria as 
“a friend, a colleague, a trailblazer,” saying, 
“as we celebrate this new decade we mark 
our own start and our own first…. We all know 
the tremendous hurdles that [Victoria] and the 
transgender community have overcome.”

Equality California’s Geoff Kors’ remarks 
compared Kolakowski’s running and winning 
to Harvey Milk’s victory when he ran for the 
Board of Supervisors in San Francisco. “It’s 
that shattering of the glass ceiling… I think 
about Harvey Milk and the things he really 
stood for – those are qualities that are so 
evident in Vicky.”

The historic ceremony was not without 
extreme recognition – Kolakowski received 
three standing ovations.

While Kolakowski’s primary purpose is 
to serve the County of Alameda as a trial 

judge, she made a point to ac-
knowledge the history she is cre-
ating and even expressed that 
tonight served as her version of 
“It Get’s Better.” Underneath her 
newly acquired judge’s robe, Kola-
kowski wore a butterfly pin that was 
given to her by Sylvia Guerrero, 
mother of transgender teen Gwen 
Araujo who was murdered in Alam-
eda County eight years ago.

On November 2, Kolakowski beat out 
prosecutor John Creighton 51 to 48, making 
her the first openly transgender trial judge in 
the United States. “I ran a campaign based 
on my qualifications and experience. The 
people elected me. It’s an extraordinary mo-
ment for the transgender and LGBT commu-
nity.” t

transgender trial Judge 
Makes history
Glass ceiling for transgender jurists shatters in california
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In 1860 Abe Lincoln got 2,294 votes in Mary-
land. In 1864 he had boosted it to 40,153 
votes. The fickleness of the Free State is 
as much a Maryland tradition as Natty Boh 
and crabs. This year it will work in our fa-
vor as our friends in the General Assembly 
will push both a marriage bill and the long-
shelved transgender protection bill for a vote 
in the current session. Equality Maryland 
has hired the powerful lobbying firm of Al-
exander & Cleaver to promote the cause of 
marriage equality. 

Last year Attorney General Gansler 
paved the way for equality by legalizing 
marriages made out-of-state. After D.C. le-
galized marriage these became known as 
“MARC marriages” due to the ease of board-
ing the train and returning legally married. 
Now the cards are stacked in our favor. The 
ninety-day session started this week and will 
end on April 11; we have no time to dawdle. 
Senator Richard Madaleno Jr. (Democrat, 
Montgomery County) is expected to lead the 
fight as he has in the past.

State Senator Allan Kittleman, (R-How-
ard, Carroll) said on January 6 that he would 
propose a bill for civil unions, stating that he 
believes marriage to be a religious institu-
tion. He wants to end marriage as a govern-
ment-sanctioned institution for everybody, 
gay or straight. His proposal is one that nei-
ther the LGBT community nor the Christian 
Right is likely to support. Gay people want 
marriage and the Christian Right wants mar-
riage to continue to be defined under State 
law as between a man and a woman, a dis-
tinction that the Kittleman proposal would 
eliminate. Right wing opposition works in 
our favor because Governor O’Malley had 
promised during last fall’s campaign that he 
would sign a Civil Union bill if it came before 
him. He promised this to a Christian group 
a couple of weeks before he told Equality 
Maryland that he would sign a marriage bill.

Senate President Thomas V. Mike Miller 
is opposed to marriage equality but he has 
said that he would vote to cut off a filibuster. 
This puts us in a good position when a mar-

riage bill comes before the Senate, which 
seems to be a done deal. Passage seems 
likely, too. Opponents will call for a referen-
dum after passage.

For the fifth year in a row we expect a 
gender identity non-discrimination bill to be 
introduced again. Transgender Marylanders 
are protected now only in Baltimore City and 
Montgomery County. Current Maryland law 
prohibits discrimination in labor and employ-
ment, housing, and public accommodations 
on the basis of race, sex, creed, color, reli-
gion, national origin, marital status, disabil-
ity, and sexual orientation. 

Senators Mandaleno and Gladden first 
introduced bills to add “gender identity and 
expression” to the law in 2007. Since that 
time the bill has been reintroduced each 
year with the list of sponsors growing from 
two sponsors in 2007 to fourteen sponsors 
in 2010. This significant growth in legislative 
support has not been enough to bring the bill 
to a vote in the past. If Equality Maryland is 
willing to expend some of the capital it has 
invested in lobbyists Alexander & Cleaver it 
might stand a fighting chance this year.

When Montgomery County faced op-
position to transgender protection the best 
argument the naysayers could come up with 
was that women would be harassed in the 
bathrooms by men dressed as women. The 
same argument was used against at the fed-
eral level against the Employment Non-dis-
crimination Act (ENDA) and we can expect 
to hear it again. It is a silly argument. 

Ending transgender discrimination 
through law is a laudable objective. But like 
other civil rights law it is a mere baby step 
towards fair employment practices. While 
most employers would agree that employees 
should be judged on the merits when it comes 
to their work, many employers still feel reluc-
tance based on an imagined fear of the reac-
tions of clients or customers. This is similar to 
the “bathroom argument” in that it is a myth. 

Our goal should be to change the heart 
of the culture so that lack of inclusiveness 
in the workplace is as abhorrent to the av-
erage citizen as would be a “whites only” 
sign at the entrance. This requires a level of 
advocacy that is hard to muster within the 
transgender community. Many, maybe most, 
transmen and transwomen want to be left 
alone to live in their chosen gender role so 
they are often reluctant to participate in ad-
vocacy out of concern of being outed.

We have the opportunity to succeed this 
year so we should be careful not procras-
tinate. Maryland is fickle, so let’s play our 
cards while they’re good. Equality Mary-
land is sponsoring a Lobby Day at the State 
House on February 14. For more informa-
tion, visit www.equalitymaryland.org. t

90 Days to Make 
a Difference

City Desk
view   from Mt Vernon

Dana LaRocca
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courtesy of Washington Blade
The man credited with saving the life of U.S. 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords during Saturday’s 
shooting rampage in Tucson, Ariz., is openly 
gay, the dallas Voice, a gay Texas paper, re-
ported Sunday.

“She’s been a great ally to the LGBT com-
munity,” Daniel Hernandez Jr., a 20-year-old 
college intern who works in Giffords’ office, 
told the Voice.

Hernandez, a 
member of the City 
of Tucson Com-
mission on Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Is-
sues, applied pres-
sure to Giffords’ 
entry wound to stop 
her bleeding after 
checking the life 
signs of other vic-
tims of the shooting 
in Tuscon, according 
to media reports.

Hernandez had 
only been on job five 
days, but when the 
intern heard some-
one yell “gun!” on 
Saturday in the midst 
of a deadly shooting spree, he sprang into ac-
tion and may have helped save his boss’s life.

According to witnesses, Giffords was 
shot point-blank in the head by Jared Lough-
ner, who is in police custody and has been 
charged with five federal counts, including 
the attempted assassination of a member of 
Congress. In total, 20 people were injured 
and six killed in the spree, but authorities are 
crediting Hernandez, 20, for possibly saving 
the congresswoman’s life.

Hernandez, who trained as a certified 
nursing assistant and knows basic life-
saving techniques, told CNN he rushed to 
Giffords’ side and used his bare hands to 
apply pressure to the wounds on her head 
to stop the bleeding. He also lifted her head 
to make it easier for the wounded politician 
to breathe after he realized she had been a 

Life of rep. giffords saved 
by heroic intern hernandez

Openly gay Man Credited 
With Saving giffords

victim in the incident.
“She was alert and conscious, but she 

wasn’t able to speak, so the way she was 
communicating was by grabbing my hand 
and squeezing,” Hernandez told CNN.

As the shots rang out, Hernandez said 
he was helping to manage the flow of people 
waiting to speak to the congresswoman at 
one of her “Congress on your Corner” events, 

where she would talk 
to constituents one-
on-one. He was 30 feet 
away when he heard 
the first shots and, as-
suming that Giffords 
would be a target if 
there was a gunman, 
he said he ran toward 
her in order to help out 
in case anyone was 
injured.

When he arrived 
at her location, he saw 
several people on the 
ground and tried to 
help two or three who 
still had pulses and 
were breathing before 
he noticed that Giffords 
had been hit and went 
to her side. Seeing that 

she was shot in the head, he told CNN, “She 
then became my first and only priority.”

Thanks to the nursing program he com-
pleted in high school and training in phlebot-
omy (blood drawing), Hernandez said he was 
able to use his basic first-aid skills on Giffords, 
making sure she was breathing properly and 
then applying pressure to her wounds.

“I don’t know if the gunshots were still 
going on when I was running toward the 
congresswoman,” Hernandez told CNN 
when asked if he was ever concerned that 
he might also be injured if the gunman was 
still actively shooting. “My only concern was 
trying to help those that needed the help. 
After I got there and I saw that the congress-
woman had been injured, I saw that she was 
injured pretty badly and I wanted to make 
her my first and only priority. t
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Boston sportswriter 
Steve Buckley 
comes out as gay
Boston, Ma – Boston Herald sports colum-
nist Steve Buckley, age 56, announced that 
he is gay in a column published on Janu-
ary 6. In the column, titled “Welcome to my 
coming-out party,” Buckley says that he had 
intended to tell his readers – and his listen-
ers who hear him talk about Boston sports 
on local radio – about his sexuality years 
ago, after his mother, who had been worried 
about the public reaction to such an admis-
sion, changed her mind. “Just over seven 
years ago, before Thanksgiving, we were 
getting into the car outside of a CVS when 
my mother said, ‘I think you should go ahead 
and do that story you’ve been talking about.’ 
“Really?” ‘yes’, she said. ‘Just go ahead and 
do it. And then we’ll have a party.’ She was 
talking about the story in which I would say 
that I am gay.”

But then, Buckley writes, he made “the 
biggest mistake of my life: With a vacation 
lined up for the first week of December, I 
told her I’d get to it when I returned to Bos-
ton – just before Christmas.” Tragically, his 
mother died of a heart attack the day after 
he returned from vacation. In the intervening 
years, he writes, the connection between a 
coming-out column and his mother’s death 
made him put the column off. “I haven’’t 
been fair to my family, my friends or my co-
workers. And I certainly haven’’t been fair to 
myself,” he wrote.

Now, though, Buckley says that the re-
cent spate of anti-gay violence and gay sui-
cides have convinced him “if more people 
are able to be honest about who they are, ul-
timately fewer people will feel such devastat-
ing pressure.... For too many years I’ve been 
on the sidelines of Boston’s gay community 
but not in the game – figuratively and literally, 
as I feel I would have had a pretty good ca-
reer in the (gay) Beantown Softball League. 
(The Huffington Post at huffingtonpost.com)

Rhode Island 
governor calls for 
same-sex marriage
Providence, ri – The newly-elected gover-
nor of Rhode Island, Lincoln Chafee, during 
his inauguration urged state lawmakers to 
legalize same-sex marriage. “When mar-
riage equality is the law in Rhode Island, we 

BeyOnD the BeLtWay

COMPiLeD By JiM BeCKer

Scalia: Constitution 
does not protect 
gays and women
Washington, D.C. – In an interview with 
california lawyer U.S. Supreme Court, Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia said that the 14th Amend-
ment does not 
protect wom-
en from sex 
discrimination 
or gays from 
sexual orien-
tation discrim-
ination. The 
interview was 
granted to commemorate Scalia’s 24 years 
on the court.

When asked if rulings that held that the 
14th Amendment does apply to sex dis-
crimination and sexual orientation were 
mistakes, Scalia said, “yes, yes. Sorry, to 
tell you that.... But, you know, if indeed the 
current society has come to different views, 
that’s fine. you do not need the Constitution 
to reflect the wishes of the current society. 
Certainly the Constitution does not require 
discrimination on the basis of sex. The only 
issue is whether it prohibits it. It doesn’t.... If 
the current society wants to outlaw discrimi-
nation by sex, hey we have things called leg-
islatures, and they enact things called laws. 
you don’t need a constitution to keep things 
up-to-date. All you need is a legislature and 
a ballot box. you don’t like the death pen-
alty anymore, that’s fine. you want a right to 
abortion? There’s nothing in the Constitution 
about that. But that doesn’t mean you can-
not prohibit it. Persuade your fellow citizens 
it’s a good idea and pass a law. That’s what 
democracy is all about.

Scalia’s position on gays is not sur-
prising but women? Marcia Greenberger, 
co-president of the National Women’s Law 
Center, told the Huffington Post: “In these 
comments, Justice Scalia says if Congress 
wants to [pass] laws that prohibit sex dis-
crimination, that’s up to them. “But what if 
they want to pass laws that discriminate? 
Then he says that there’s nothing the court 
will do to protect women from government-
sanctioned discrimination against them. And 
that’s a pretty shocking position to take in 
2011. It’s especially shocking in light of the 
decades of precedents and the numbers of 
justices who have agreed that there is pro-

tection in the 14th Amendment against sex 
discrimination, and struck down many, many 
laws in many, many areas on the basis of 
that protection.” (365Gay.com – Jennifer 
Vanasco)

Two lesbian 
Episcopal priests 
get married
Boston, Ma – Two lesbian priests of the 
Episcopal Church demonstrated their com-
mitment to each other in a marriage ceremo-
ny before 
a jubilant 
crowd of 
400 guests 
on New 
year’s Day. 
The Rev. 
Mally Lloyd, 
former pastor at Christ Church in Plymouth, 
and now a ranking official of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts, married the Rev. 
Katherine Ragsdale, dean and president of 
the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, 
Mass. Bishop M. Thomas Shaw, the state’s 
highest ranking Episcopal official, presided. 

Lloyd and Ragsdale’s nuptial is historic, 
and both should be applauded for their cou-
rageous act. The news of their wedding is 
traveling swiftly throughout the Episcopal 
Church. And while many in Massachusetts 
– one of the few U.S. states that legalize 
same-sex marriages – rejoice of Lloyd and 
Ragsdale’s news, the fallout, which many 
are anticipating from the conservative arm 
of the Church will, perhaps, not be a quiet 
storm. The Rev. Mark Richardson, dean 
of the Episcopal Church Divinity School 
of the Pacific in Berkeley, recognizes the 
possible storm that might ensue, but for 
now is downplaying the possible impact of 
Lloyd and Ragsdale’s marriage by convey-
ing his blessings, stating, “I am grateful 
that their life together can have this public 
recognition.”

Lloyd hopes her fellow Episcopalians 
won’t focus on their nuptials as a gay mar-
riage, but rather as a commitment and mar-
riage like any other. “We are asking God’s 
blessing, and asking the community and our 
friends to bless our marriage,” Lloyd told The 
Patriot ledger. Lloyd and Ragsdale are for-
tunate priests in that their union was legal-
ized by the state of Massachusetts and “sol-
emnized” in the language of the Episcopal 
Church. (Bay Windows – Rev. irene monroe 
at baywindows.com)

honor our forefathers who risked their lives 
and fortune in the pursuit of human equal-
ity,” Chafee said in his inauguration speech, 
January. 4. “Rhode Island today must be as 
welcoming to all as [founder] Roger Williams 
intended it to be.”

Chafee said that marriage equality and 
pro-immigration reforms “will do more for 
economic growth in our state than any eco-
nomic development loan.” Same-sex mar-
riage is legal in all New England states ex-
cept for Rhode Island and Maine. 

On January 6, Representative Art Handy 
reintroduced legislation that died last year. 
He says he has at least 27 co-sponsors, in-
cluding House Speaker Gordon Fox, a fellow 
Democrat. A similar bill will be introduced in 
the Senate and Democratic Senate Presi-
dent Teresa Paiva Weed, who opposes gay 
marriage said she would not block a vote on 
the bill. (Bay Windows – Hannah clay Ware-
ham at baywindows.com)

Group wants open 
bids for Philly 
Scouts building
Philadelphia, Pa – A community group con-
tinues to push for a competitive-bidding pro-
cess if land occupied by a local boy Scouts 
of America council is to be sold, even though 
the city solicitor says the property can 
only be sold to the Scouts. Philadelphians 
Against Subsidized Dis-
crimination opposes the 
sale of the building to 
the BSA Cradle of Liber-
ty Council for $500,000. 

Members of PASD 
say $500,000 for the 
Beaux Arts building and 
one-half acre of land is 
far below market value 
– and amounts to subsi-
dized discrimination they maintain, because 
the Scouts intend to continue discriminating 
against gays and atheists once they purchase 
the property. Instead, PASD members want 
competitive bids to ensure the highest return 
for the city – bidding open to the Scouts. 

City officials want the building sold to the 
Scouts to end a lawsuit, and to ensure the 
Scouts stop seeking about $960,000 in legal 
fees from the city. Last month, City Solicitor 
Shelley Smith said the property is unavail-
able for sale because of an “agreement in 
principle” entitling the Scouts as the sole 
purchaser. But, R. Duane Perry, a PASD 
member, questioned whether a legally bind-
ing agreement actually exists, noting that no 
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and at a December 22 press conference, the 
president indicated that his views on the mat-
ter are changing, but he still currently favors 
a “strong civil union” as his preferred way to 
give equal rights to same-sex couples.

However, while running for the Illinois 
state senate in 1996, he came out in support 
of full same-sex marriage, four years before 
civil unions were first enacted in Vermont. 
Outlines, a Chicago LGBT newspaper, 
asked then-senatorial candidate Obama 
about marriage. “I favor legalizing same-sex 
marriage, and would fight efforts to prohibit 
such marriages,” he replied. 

Tracy Baim, in a January 14, 2009 analy-
sis of Obama’s marriage positions, noted, 
“In a January 2004 interview I conducted 
with Obama at the Windy city Times’ office, 
Obama clearly stated that lack of support for 
full marriage equality was a matter of strategy 
rather than principle.” That interview came 
when Obama was running for the U.S. Sen-
ate. Last week, though, Obama indicated a 
shift back. (Gay Peoples’ chronicle – anthony 
Glassman at gaypeopleschronicle.com) t

one has produced such a document. The 
Philadelphia Home Rule Charter requires 
that city-owned property sold by the city’s 
Department of Public Property be open to 
competitive bidding. However, Smith stated 
that the sale would be handled by the Phila-
delphia Industrial Development Corporation, 
a quasi-city agency that doesn’t require com-
petitive bidding. Perry continued. “But we’’re 
also encouraging Mayor Nutter to take an ap-
peal [of the verdict]. Legal experts agree that 
this is a very winnable case.” (Philadelphia 
Gay News – Timothy cwiek at epgn.com) 

Ohio’s first lesbian 
state legislator 
sworn in
Columbus, Oh – As her partner Jean Kos-
mac held The Woman’s Bible, Nickie J. 
Antonio took the oath of office for her 13th 
District Ohio House seat. Administering the 

oath was Eighth 
District Court of 
Appeals judge 
Melody Stewart, 
and with them 
were daughters 
Arial and Sta-
cey. Antonio 

took the oath before about 100 people at 
Lakewood’s Beck Center on December 28. 
She was sworn in again on January 3 in the 
Statehouse, when she became Ohio’s first 
openly lesbian or gay legislator. 

“It will be a very challenging time,” she 
said of her new office. “I’ve decided that my 
place in life is never to do anything easy.... I 
want to see Ohio again be a state that wel-
comes and values every single family and 
every single member of the community,” she 
added, pointing out that equality is like the 
tide that raises all boats. “When people who 
have been disenfranchised win, we all win.” 
(Gay Peoples’ chronicle – Brian deWitt at 
gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Obama supported 
full marriage 
rights in 1996
Washington, D.C. – President Barack 
Obama told an interviewer that his views 
on same-sex marriage are “evolving” from 
his present position favoring civil union but 
against full marriage. In both a December 21 
interview with the advocate’s Kerry Eleveld 
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toxic rhetoric

talked about the “Second Amendment solu-
tion” to Democratic control of Washington. 
Although no one seriously believes either 
Palin or Angle advocates for actually shoot-
ing and killing, but their words carry to the 
ears of everyone-including the mentally ill 
and deranged psychopaths. 

These select words, after a closer exam-
ination, clearly dictate a good v. evil strategy. 
Good defined as you agree with the podium 
thumpers’ rhetoric, that the government 
is heading in the wrong direction, and you 
must take a stand to prevent further decay. 
That the audience viewing the non-followers 
as evil – “total government control or social-
ist promoters – because the podium thump-
er is using evil terms to portray the opposing 
side’s position. (It is commonly known that 
total government control or socialist promot-
ers are clearly misguided.) When that type 
of thought is placed into the mind of the vul-

nerable, there is a 
greater likely hood 
of negative conse-
quences because 
that person may not 
be able to sepa-
rate political cam-
paign rhetoric from 
reality, which can 
lead to unintended 
and unforeseen 
consequences.

This same logic 
can be applied to 
gay bashing. When 
you have public or 
political officials that 
denounce gays as 
sinners, people with 
mental health is-
sues, equate homo-

sexuality to alcoholism, or gays being anti-
religious, those negative labels place seeds 
in some people’s minds that grow into a solid 
belief that you can treat gays differently. 
That attacking, taunting, or bulling gays is 
acceptable – or worse – physical violence 
is allowed because that person foolishly be-
lieves the negative rhetoric. 

When a child, the phrase, “sticks and 
stones can break my bones, but words will 
never harm me” is commonly heard to detour 
children from getting upset about what other 
children say. As age and maturity creep into 
the picture, the saying, “words are like weap-
ons” starts being used more frequently. Ac-
countability and responsibility should fol-
low what we say, and being careless about 
terms to describe others – especially to an 
audience of the unknowns – can lead to vio-
lence, even if those words are nothing more 
than hollow descriptions. t

Gabrielle Dee “Gabby” Giffords was born on 
June 8, 1970. She is a Democratic member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives, repre-
senting Arizona’s 8th congressional district. 
Rep. Giffords was part of the Democratic 
sweep that won in November 2006, effec-
tively winning in a district that 
is predominately conserva-
tive and closely split between 
registered Republicans and 
Democrats. She is the third 
woman in Arizona’s history to 
be elected to Congress. On 
January 8, 2011, Giffords was 
one of 20 victims of a shooting 
at a Safeway supermarket in a 
small suburb of Tucson where 
she was holding a “Congress 
on your Corner” event for her 
constituents. Six people were 
killed in the shooting, and 
thirteen injured in addition to 
Giffords, who was shot in the 
head. Surgeons treating her 
are cautiously optimistic about 
her recovery. 

Within the past couple of 
years, antigovernment speech has increased, 
with a few Tea Party members and some 
conservative groups denouncing the gov-
ernment – this spicy rhetoric got even hotter 
after the new health care laws were passed. 
Terms like “socialist government” and “total 
government control” have been used more 
frequently to describe the U.S. government. 
Terms that cause negative feelings towards 
the U.S. government – no matter how false 
the description. 

More specifically, former GOP vice presi-
dential nominee Sarah Palin’s “targeting” of 
a few select congressmen – including Gif-
fords – with crosshairs over images to sug-
gest guns. Further, Palin also made a com-
ment that Americans, “shouldn’t retreat, but 
rather reload” to oust elected officials that 
did not adhere to the Tea Party’s beliefs on 
government. Also, Sharron Angle, the failed 
Nevada Republican Senate candidate, 

its unintended and unforeseen 
consequences

See It
As I

David Placher

rep. gabrielle giffords
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away by the majority if that majority is ill-informed and mis-
led. We must make the issues clear to our fellow Marylanders. 
your bill will make that task harder than it needs to be. 

My partner Tim and I have waited for thirty-two years to 
be married in the same state in which we were born, raised 
and educated. We want to be married in Maryland, where 
we’ve worked and where we’ve paid taxes, voted and lived 
our lives exactly the same way that our fellow heterosexual 
Marylanders have lived theirs. We are not going to run to 
Massachusetts or D.C. to be married. We’re going to be mar-
ried here in Maryland. 

you said this to the Washington Post: 
“I am a strong believer in personal liberty and freedom. 

I believe that we have an opportunity to make Maryland a 
more fair state, a more just state and a state which treats all 
of its citizens equally under the law.” 

Senator, I’d like to take you at your word. Tim and I would 
like the freedom and the liberty to share in the civil right of 
marriage recognized by the state of Maryland, just as you 
and your wife have. We cannot do that until Maryland de-
cides to be fair and treat us equally under the law. 

Please stand up for marriage equality and not for some 
second class imitation like “civil unions”. When the marriage 
bill becomes law and your fellow citizens are in danger of 
losing their equal right of marriage to a popular vote, where 
will you stand? Please live up to your Washington Post state-
ment. It’s the right thing to do and I believe in my heart that 
you know that. t

Rob lance is a member of the PFlaG columbia-Howard 
county steering committee. 

state requirements, they are granted the license. They may 
then be married by a government official and that marriage 
is recognized by the other forty-nine states and the federal 
government. There is no involvement of any religion or re-
ligious organization. A couple granted a Maryland marriage 
license may, instead of the civil marriage, request that reli-
gious institution perform a ceremony of matrimony to cele-
brate and formalize their marriage. Religious freedom allows 
that no church, synagogue, temple or mosque need honor 
their request though, regardless of the fact that they have 
been granted the license. That’s the way it’s been for a long, 
long time – independence of the church from the state. 

Sadly, religious freedom is being violated today in that 
those churches who want to perform matrimonial ceremo-
nies for their same sex congregants cannot do so under cur-
rent state law. Where is their freedom of religion? 

you state that “under my legislation, there will be com-
plete equality under state law, the same and equal benefits 
for heterosexual and homosexual couples in Maryland.” But 
state law is not all that’s needed to achieve full marriage 
equality. We need recognition by the federal government as 
well. When the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) is repealed 
– and it will be in the very near future – those with supposedly 
“equal” civil unions will miss out on federal recognition of their 
relationship. The federal government is not going to recognize 
“civil unions”. It will recognize marriages. The repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” is going to force that to happen soon. 

Senator Kittleman, we stand a very good chance of pass-
ing a true marriage equality bill in Maryland this year. Throw-
ing the idea of civil unions into the discussion confuses an 
issue that requires clarity 
and accurate information. 
We in PFLAG, along with 
Equality Maryland are try-
ing to clarify the issue, to 
show the difference be-
tween civil marriage and 
religious matrimony and to 
explain that civil unions and 
marriages are not and nev-
er can be the same thing. 

When a marriage 
equality bill is passed and 
signed into law by Gover-
nor O’Malley, we know that 
the anti-gay, anti-equality 
organizations from out of 
state – the same ones that 
supported Proposition 8 in 
California – will descend 
on Maryland in force with 
millions of dollars and lots 
of the same lies and misin-
formation they used to take 
away a civil right from gays 
and lesbians in that state. 
And once again, a civil right 
of a minority may be voted 

Only a Marriage equality Bill Will Do, Sen. Kittleman
By rOB LanCe 
As a gay man I am disappointed and discouraged that you 
are about to introduce a bill in this legislative session calling 
for civil unions as an alternative to marriage equality. This is a 
“separate but equal” offering that is always separate but never 
equal and it smacks of appeasement. When it comes to civil 
rights, there can be no equality when some citizens are denied 
the rights that others freely enjoy. In those jurisdictions where 
civil unions have been granted, they’ve been found to be inef-
fective as they do not confer all the benefits of marriage. 

I’ve read that you don’t believe the government should 
be involved in marriage at all. yet in every state in the union, 
it’s the state government that decides the laws governing 
who may marry and who may not in that state. If you are im-
plying that religious institutions should decide who may be 
married and who may not, then I suggest that you’re confus-
ing marriage with matrimony. 

In Maryland, two people who wish to be married apply 
to the state and request a marriage license. If they meet all 

Tragic Day for Hatred
Dear Editor:

This pertains to the cartoon depicting Tony Perkins – 
Family Research Council (“‘Today is a Tragic Day for our 
Armed Forces,’ Tony Perkins, Thinking Out Loud, Dec. 31”)

No Tony, it’s a tragic day for your hatred in the name of 
God of another minority. Just think – 2 million of our military 
will discover, not that most know already, that people they 
live and work with and respect are gay. And that will immu-
nize them to the evil words you and your kind use to demon-
ize gay people and others.

And why’s Perkins and his gang so horribly hate-filled; 
e.g. they even paid $25,000 to a consultant to lobby Con-
gress against a resolution condemning the Hitlerite “geno-
cide of gays” bill in the Uganda parliament?

Perkins himself is from the deep south, and went to Lib-
erty University, a Baptist institution. He also was involved 
in political campaigns, including getting support from KKK 
members.

George Rekers, a founder of the FRC, was caught taking 
a cutie rent-a-boy to Europe to give him “massages.” Also, 
Rekers is a Baptist minister. The same group who gave us 
slavery, the KKK, and segregation. FRC’s Peter Spriggs is 
filled with hatred so thick you could cut it with a knife. He 
also is a Baptist minister, and interestingly enough, he was 
an actor in college play. 

These people are the very embodiment of hatred and 
evil. They hated blacks and now they hate gays. Just a more 
professional group with the same sick mania as the West-
boro Baptist Church fruitcakes.

Katie murphy 
Baltimore

// READER FEEDBACK

thinKing OUt LOUD 
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age a person can have after a stroke.
If you keep getting syphilis multiple 

times, it is still early syphilis each time. As 
long as it is treated in the early stages, there 
will not be any permanent damage no matter 
how many times a person becomes infect-
ed. However, every time a person gets syph-
ilis, it means they have had unprotected sex 
and may have been exposed to other STD’s 
which might not be curable, such as HIV.

Q. Which is the most painful StD?
a. Probably herpes. The fact that STDs 

are not usually painful is one of the reasons 
people often don’t get treated.

Q. What is a drip? is it the same as a 
discharge?

a. yes, a drip is the same thing as a 
discharge. For some reason people usu-
ally call it a drip in men and a discharge in 
women. Either way, it is an abnormal fluid 
draining from the penis or vagina.

Q. i had a tender sore in my mouth. 
i thought it was a burn from hot pizza, 
now i’m wondering if it could have been 
an StD. it went away and there is no sign 
of it left.

a. The sore could have been herpes, or 
possibly syphilis. Please get tested. If it was 
either herpes or syphilis, the infection will 
still be there even after the sore has healed. 

Q. i had what looked like a scrape on 
the shaft of my penis – i thought it might 
have been from catching my penis in my 
zipper although i don’t member doing 
that. Could it have been something else?

a. I don’t think it’s very likely that you 
could have caught your penis in your zipper 
and didn’t realize it. Again, this could have 
been herpes or (less likely) syphilis. See the 
previous answer.

Q. Can you still legally get an 
abortion?

a. yes, abortions are still legal. Con-
tacting the closest Planned Parenthood is 
a good way to find out where to get a legal, 
safe abortion. t

dr. eva Hersh is chief medical Officer at 
chase Brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email at 
editor@ baltimoreoutloud.com, or by sur-
face mail to eva Hersh md, chase Brexton 
Health Services, 1001 cathedral St., Balti-
more, md 21201.

I recently had the pleasure of meeting with 
several classes of 9th grade students (14 and 
15 year olds) at one of Baltimore City’s best 
high schools. The topic was sexually trans-
mitted infections, also called STD’s. Some of 
their questions, and the answers, will interest 
Baltimore OUTloud readers as well. This is 
the first of 2 columns on this story. 

Q. if you get multiple StD’s at the 
same time, can you be cured?

a. Multiple STDs are just as curable as 
single STDs. If you have more than one STD 
at one time, all that is necessary is to treat 
each STD the same way as if you only had 
that one STD.

Q. if you have hepatitis C and get hep-
atitis B, do they cancel each other out?

a. That’s a very interesting idea, but un-
fortunately it’s not true. If you have hepatitis 
C and then get hepatitis B, then you have 
two kinds of hepatitis. They don’t cancel 
each other out. Everyone who has hepatitis 
C should ask their primary care physician 
about immunization to prevent hepatitis B 
and A. Unfortunately, there is no vaccine 
against hepatitis C. 

Q. if you keep getting syphilis, does it 
become incurable at some point?

a. Syphilis is treatable at all stages. In 
the first stage (the sore or ulcer) and the 
second stage (the rash), treatment is 100% 
effective. In the late stages, after a person 
has been infected with syphilis for more than 
a year, there can be permanent damage to 
the nervous system including the brain and 
spinal cord. Even then, antibiotic treatment 
kills all the syphilis bacteria, but any nervous 
system damage that the syphilis has already 
done is permanent. This is why some people 
who have syphilis for a long time (years) can 
have permanent damage similar to the dam-

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

heaLth & WeLLneSS 

about StD’s
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Some lie about flossing.Some lie about flossing.  
  

  
Some brush more than 3 times a day. Some brush more than 3 times a day.   

  
  

   
And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office 

since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.   
 

   
   
   
   

Complete health care, completely about you.Complete health care, completely about you.  

At At Chase Brexton Health ServicesChase Brexton Health Services, ,   
we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.  

  
But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do, But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do,   

Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    
reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.  

  
For an appointment, call 410For an appointment, call 410--837837--2050.2050.  




Primary Care | Behavioral Health | Dental Services | Specialized ServicesPrimary Care | Behavioral Health | Dental Services | Specialized Services  
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PASSINGS

In the March 12, 2010 issue of Baltimore 
OUTloud’s “People We Like,” Jacki Gaynor 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania was profiled.

After a long and complicated 
illness during the later part of the 
year, Jacki’s fight came to an end 
on January 2, 2011.

When I had the chance to get to 
know Jacki a little more during our 
interview, she taught me as well 
as my readers, the difference be-
tween transgender, lesbian, trans-
sexuals and what Jacki described 
as translesbians. 

“Translesbians are transsexu-
als who happen to like women,” 
Jacki explained. She added, “One thing that 
people who do not know the difference or 
are confused about what they see is to just 
ask someone. Most trans-people are very 
fluid. We don’t judge. We take you at face 
value the same way we want to be treated. 
Gender and sexuality have nothing to do 
with each other.”

A memorial service arranged by Jacki’s 
friends was held Sunday, January 9 at Stal-
lions Night Club in downtown Harrisburg. 
Approximately 100 people attended the 
service.

Many people remembered 
Jacki through laughter, tears 
and stories about how well they 
knew her. Whether they knew 
her for numerous years or had 
recently been introduced, the 
overall sentiment of the night 
was admiration.

“She welcomed me into the 
Pennsylvania family even though 
when we first met, Jacki was just 
a door person,” commented Eric 
Gabbard, Ms. Gay Pennsylvania 

America Promoter. 
Eric also commented, “Jacki will be missed 

by so many she touched and I am naming Jacki 
as the ‘Promoter of the year’ in her memory.”

I will miss Jacki’s instant messaging on 
Facebook and our conversations. She taught 
me so much and as I gaze up at the stars 
tonight, I bid my friend a fond farewell. t

– Jay loane

JACKI GAYNOR

photo: Michael Serio

By MarK PatrO
“Because gay people have loudly proclaimed 
our existence, the religious must eventually 
develop a theology of sex which includes 
homosexuality,” writes Toby Johnson in his 
book Gay Spirituality: The Role of Gay iden-
tity in Transforming Human consciousness.

So if those of us who go along with this 
idea believe it is true, how do we get there? 
What do we have to do to convince well es-
tablished institutions that they should listen 
to and then include us? What is the plan? 
And where do we begin.

At a recent PFLag Baltimore County 
panel discussion where ministers and a 
rabbi of progressive religious organizations 
spoke about what their congregations are 
doing to make LGBT persons welcome, I 
asked one audience member who is a min-
ister at a Methodist church if he thought his 
church was ready to have an open discus-
sion about welcoming LGBT folks to his 
church. His answer was unequivocal: “When 
the culture changes a little more. But we are 
not quite there yet.”

Many of us probably feel the same way 
about the churches we attended as children. 

So, we don’t go anymore or we attend quietly 
in the closet. If we want change the question 
we must start with is: “How do we nurture 
change within the culture of our church or 
synagogue in order to encourage a welcom-
ing attitude?” It can be difficult to gain posi-
tive momentum, but the beginning is easy. In 
my church, which I attend alone, I often take 
the opportunity to include my partner in any 
answer that someone might ask. “What have 
you been up to?”

“My partner and I visited his mother for 
her birthday last week.” This answer does 
several things. you are letting them know 
you have a partner. And they should figure 
out that you would have said girlfriend or 
wife (if you are a male) if you were hetero-
sexual as most of them are. you are also 
making it a family conversation by the impli-
cation that your partner’s mother welcomes 
you into her home. And that you all were 
celebrating the moment as family. All of this 
is positive without mentioning the word that 
might sting their sensibilities – “gay.” This 
small comment may not do anything imme-
diately to create the needed avalanche of 
change, but it will plant a seed. Sometimes it 

is a seed of hope which grows more quickly 
than expected. 

The next time you have a similar conver-
sation with a second person she will even-
tually find the first and they will talk. It may 
not be on the morning news but others in the 
church will eventually hear from other church 
ladies and this will 
create a buzz. you 
can facilitate the 
congregational con-
versation by talking 
to people who know 
each other to begin 
with. With each step 
forward you em-
power yourself with 
a self-respecting 
confidence that oth-
ers will grow to respect.

There are those, of course, who will try 
to stifle the conversation. They will think, 
“If we don’t talk about it, it will go away.” It 
won’t. Trust me. Church ladies like to be the 
first to know. And some want to be the first 
tell. But to my surprise, I discovered some of 
them also want to be the first to support you.

The stereotypes of homosexuality that 
our elders took issue with are not neces-
sarily negative to a vast majority of today’s 
young people. Therefore, if churches and 
synagogues want to attract and keep the 
next generation of thinking adults, Johnson 
goes on to write, “The issue of homosexu-
ality demands a transformation of the old 
ideas of morality.” Johnson also point out 
that, “…ten percent of the population can-
not be dismissed or vilified just because the 
ancients were not psychologically sophisti-
cated enough to understand it.” The problem 
is that so many of our contemporaries simply 
do not see it as something they want to con-
sider until they are confronted directly with 
homosexuality.

One of the folks in my church was show-
ing genuine interest in me and my life one 
recent Sunday when I reached a milestone 
in my life. Her questions were about what 
I might be doing next. And then she asked 
me about my family. She asked me if I was 
married and I hesitated and then said “no.” 

My answer later both-
ered me because I was 
literalizing the word 
“marriage.”

I contacted her 
via email and politely 
explained to her that I 
was not married in the 
traditional sense, but I 
did have a male part-
ner and that the hetero-
normative assumption 

that all men are married to a woman remains 
a sticking point which dissuades my partner 
from entering the church with me. 

To make a long story shorter, I made an 
ally that day because I was honest. I should 
have just been honest with her from my first 
answer. My point is it’s not that difficult to 
engage in these small culture changing con-
versations. We can do it. We MUST do it. 

you and I as gay people in church must 
remember another thing that Johnson says, 
“Churches and religious traditions that fail to 
keep up with [cultural] change show themselves 
deficient by their attitudes toward gay identity.”

His statement: “The issue of homo-
sexuality demands a transformation of the 
old ideas of morality,” reveals that a work-
able morality must come from reason, good 
sense and compassion, not [stuck to] rules 
handed down from ancient authority.”

When we speak up we will encounter 
resistance. More on where that resistance 
comes from next time. t

mark Patro is President of PFlaG Balti-
more county.

gay People have Loudly Proclaimed Our existence
Faith
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AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 
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The The The DizzDizzDizz   
G r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e w    

Monday—Friday 11 am - 10 pm        
Saturday & Sunday 8:30 am - 10 pm 

Breakfast served weekends 8:30 am - 2pm 
 

St. Mary’s Roland View Towers 
3838 Roland Ave, Rooftop ● 443-869-3085 

Spectacular 180° Views  
of Charm City 

 

Full Bar Now Open 

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

Mondays 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

Happy Hour 
50¢ Off All Beer Selections 
Monday - Friday 3pm-7pm 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

By JeSSiCa LeMMO
Right before the hustle and bustle of Christ-
mas week I was able to join some local 
“foodies” and City Peek Patti for an elegant 
wine dinner in the home of Chef Calle and 
Mary Vahl of Chef Calle’s Baltimore Distinc-
tive In Home Din-
ing. This expe-
rience brought 
a new level to 
a chef’s table 
since we were 
in the Chef’s 
home enjoying 
this high end 
restaurant wor-
thy dinner.

Chef Calle 
received his 
formal culinary 
training at la 
Scuola Inter-
nationale Di 
Cucina Italiana, 
located in Pi-
azza Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, Co-
lorno, Parma 
Italy. Chef Calle 
is a member 
of Slow Food 
and Future 
Harvest, which 
both show id belief in using sustain-
able agriculture and high quality, ecologi-
cal, environmentally friendly products and 
ingredients.

The first course was appealing to both 
the mouth and eyes. I was a bit hesitant about 
trying the beet soup since I have recently just 
gotten over my aversion to beets but I was 
truly pleasantly surprised by it and enjoyed 
it immensely. However the star of the soups 
to me was the Red Pepper & Ginger, which 
could be a contender to tomato soup as a 
comfort food you curl up by a fire with.

As we moved on to the second course of 
Ahi Tuna Crudowith avocado wasabi cream, 
pickled onion and candied lemon zest I was 
so disappointed that I could not sample 
this dish (since I am pregnant and can not 
eat the raw fish), however the Chef supple-
mented the tuna for some fresh tomatoes. 
Everyone else agreed that this dish should 
be his signature dish. Even without having 
the tuna, my version of the dish was a star in 

Bring the great restaurant 
into your home

my mouth. The mixture of flavors exploded 
in your mouth with every bite.

The third course partnered two of my 
favorite ingredients of scallops and arti-
chokes. The scallop was perfectly cooked. 
I so would have loved more than a tasting 

of this course. 
The fourth 
course of a 
White Bean 

puree with kale 
and shrimp 
brought forth 
lots of conver-
sation between 
the diners and 
chef.

The fifth 
course show-
cased the 
Chef’s talent 
and background 
with the Hand 
Made Tortel-
listuffed with 
spicy sweet 
potato in a but-
ter sage sauce. 
The pasta 
was cooked 
to perfection 
and the fill-

ing brought a 
earthy flavor 

with a nice kick from cayenne pepper.
The sixth course of Roasted Goat Chee-

sewith honey & walnut made your mouth 
sing and your body melts into your seat. 
The smoothness of the cheese with honey 
and the texture of the added walnuts left you 
wanting more.

The final course of Panna Cottawith 
blackberry Framboise sauce was a perfect 
ending to a delightful meal. The Panna Cotta 
was perfectly flavored and the sauce would 
make you want to lick the plate clean. 

Each course deliciously represented the 
Chef’s passion for food and cooking plus his 
belief in using fresh and sustainable ingredi-
ents. Even though this meal was presented 
to us in a home, you felt as though you were 
at a high-class restaurant. The perfect night 
out but only in! t

more of Jessica lemmo’s restaurant re-
views can be found at www.examiner.com/
restaurant-in-baltimore/jessica-lemmo. 

Dining

• Seasonal Soup Trio
• Roasted Beet Soup with coconut and 

coriander
• Sweet Pea Cream

• Red Pepper & Ginger 
• Ahi Tuna Crudo with avocado wasabi 

cream, pickled onion and candied lemon zest 
• Sea Scallop with artichoke 

• White Bean Puree with kale and shrimp
• Hand Made Tortelli stuffed with spicy 

sweet potato in a butter sage sauce Roasted 
Goat Cheese with honey & walnut 

• Panna Cotta with blackberry Framboise 
sauce 

Menu
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Blvd is an experience all theatre lovers (and 
classic movie fans) should experience be-
cause even with its faults this may be the 
best chance to see it performed at this level 
and scale. t

By Ben ryLanD
Andrew Lloyd Webber was responsible for 
some of the biggest commercial hits in mu-
sical theatre history with Phantom of the 
Opera, cats and Joseph/dreamcoat. As im-
pressive as these hits are, both in popularity 
and commercial-
ly, he didn’t have 
that magic touch 
for long.

Sunset Blvd 
was surrounded 
by huge media 
attention as the 
follow-up to his 
biggest suc-
cess- Phantom. 
He opened the 
show in London 
per usual with 
Patti Lupone as 
the long-faded silent screen star Norma 
Desmond. She was promised by contract to 
open the show on Broadway but Sir Andrew 
dumped her for Glenn Close, which created 
a new, more destructive circus in interna-
tional press. Lupone was paid off very well 
according to her recent biography but re-
mains bitter.

It was a bad year for musicals in the 
1995 season and the Tony Awards; the nom-
inating committee only named two shows 
in the running for Best Musical of the year. 
Smokey Joe’s café, a popular jukebox mu-
sical that ran for years and Sunset Blvd. 
Guess which show won? 

It wasn’t that easy.
Webber’s show never really took off with 

audiences and had a short run in New york. 
Close was succeeded by Betty Buckley, and 
in an attempt to perk up business later, the 
American debut of West End star Elaine 
Paige. A national tour did satisfactory busi-
ness with Petula Clark who was surprisingly 
good in the title role, which played the Me-
chanic Theatre.

Now after 15 long years a local theatre—
one that is also a Tony-winning regional ven-
ue—has produced a pull-the-stops-out en-
gagement. Signature Theatre in Arlington is 
running the show until February 13th, which 
I would suspect will be extended. While they 
are very hush-hush about the money they 
have spent on this Sunset Blvd it had to be 
an enormous sum.

The cast is full of Broadway veterans in-
cluding Florence Lacey as Norma, the long-
forgotten silent screen mega-star. The gi-

gantic set of her crumbling mansion moves 
and morphs into various playing areas 
throughout the show, and at Lloyd Webber’s 
insistence the orchestra contains 20 musi-
cians including a large string section.

When down-on-his luck screenwriter 
Joe Gillis accidentally 
wanders into a man-
sion on Sunset Boule-
vard in LA, and its resi-
dent Norma Desmond, 
the similarities to a 
fly getting caught in a 
spider’s web is very 
apparent. She hadn’t 
made a film in over 20 
years. Even though 
she was the world’s 
biggest silent screen 
mugging star she 
couldn’t act when the 

talkie’s arrived in Hollywood. She latches on 
to the writer in an attempt to help her finish 
a screenplay to play Salome as a teenager 
for Cecil B. DeMille to direct. Of course she 
is mad and delusional but she has found 
a play toy in Joe—a man and a (reluctant) 
compatriot. 

Ed Dixon as devoted Max the butler waits 
on the lady and protects her within this fanta-
sy world at all cost. Joe is attempting merely 
survival on several fronts—eating regularly, 
not losing his car and still being part of the 
film community; he quickly discovers he can 
successively manage this as a boy-toy. 

A bond develops between them even-
tually as Norma also fights for ‘survival’ as 
well; a running metaphor in the story for all 
concerned. Let’s just say by the final curtain 
no one has figuratively accomplished any 
form of survival.

But on to the important parts of the 
show. Flo Lacey embodies Norma’s frailties 
and obsessive behaviors if failing to totally 
portray the true unlimited nature of her cra-
zy. She is gorgeous in gowns by Kathleen 
Geldard which complement the action within 
the mansion set. 

D.B. Bonds is the best Joe that I have 
ever seen in the role. His inner conflicts, 
sympathy and yes, love for Norma is as-
toundingly well displayed. Being the narrator 
he is also extremely likeable and deserves 
a better tragic final scene than offered here. 

I felt cheated with both his demise and 
Norma’s breakdown. Max has his own se-
crets but Dixon sounds too much like Dracu-
la in his thick accent and is too over the top. 

LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

Sunset Blvd Returns to the Stage

photo: Scott Suchman

Here the character has lost his hu-
manity appearing to be just another 
pawn drawn into Norma’s world in-
stead of being in love with her for 
decades.

Director Eric Schaeffer excels in 
many aspects of this huge musical 
undertaking but doesn’t have a full 
grip on the handle of the relation-
ships. Without Lacey and Bonds it 
could have been a mess. But happi-
ly it has been saved by these actors.

Musically the show never sound-
ed better with John Kalbfleisch di-
recting the lush sounding orchestra. 
The ensemble is being put through 
their choreographic paces by Karma 
Camp adding color and grounding 
the story back into reality.

Norma states that when she was a mov-
ie star, “we had faces then, we didn’t need 
words,” it’s a cry for a lost art and a world 
she has never let go. The musical Sunset 

The Strand Theater will present The Year of 
magical Thinking, a one woman play by Joan 
Didion. The production will run February 3-19. 

The play is Didion’s own adaptation of 
her stunning memoir about the sudden death 
of her husband, John Gregory 
Dunne, and the prolonged 
illness of her only daughter. 
“Capturing the compassion, 
humor, and bewilderment of 
a fiercely intelligent woman 
whose world lurches sudden-
ly from the ordinary to the un-
imaginable, The Year of magi-
cal Thinking is a love letter 
to a child and a tribute to an 
extraordinary, unconventional 
marriage told with raw candor 
and a storyteller’s gift for the 
absurd (Playbill).”

Joan Didion is best known 
for her novels, personal essays, and screen-
plays – as well as the powerful story of her 
grief she captured in The Year of magical 
Thinking which she wrote in 88 days, fin-
ishing on New year’s Eve, 2004. It won the 
National Book Award in 2005. In 2007 she 
began writing the stage adaptation of The 
Year of magical Thinking. Vanessa Redgrave 
played Didion in the Broadway production 
and was nominated for both a Tony and a 

Drama Desk Award.
“Joan Didion, with her words as power-

ful images, has captured our most intimate 
thoughts about processing the death of a 
loved one” says Miriam Bazensky, the play’s 

director, “I was anxious and 
excited to work on this play 
because of my own tragedy 
at the loss of my husband. 
Her play spoke to me on 
so many levels of feelings, 
thoughts, actions and finally, 
acceptance of moving on.” 

Joan Didion’s one wom-
an play is being performed 
by local actress, Dianne 
Hood. Hood has also ap-
peared with Annapolis The-
atre Project, Baltimore Play-
wrights Festival, Maryland 
Hall Story Theatre, Standing 

O Productions, Theatre Hopkins, and Valley 
Touring Theatre and Voices Touring Company. 

Opening night is Friday, February 4 and 
will include a pre-show reception, as well as 
a post-show talkback with performer, Dianne 
Hood, and Director, Miriam Bazensky. Gen-
eral admission is $15, Students/Seniors are 
$10. Reservations can be made by phone 
443-874-4917. For more information please 
visit www.strandtheatercompany.org. t

photo: Chris Mueller

The Year of Magical Thinking at the Strand
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features an all-new three-hour extended cut 
of the film with an alternate opening. In addi-
tion to three hours of previously unseen ma-
terial, the set includes more than 45 minutes 
of deleted scenes, the feature length doc 
capturing avatar and so much more.

As for avatar itself, it was more than just 
a special effects feat for the senses. The film 
allowed Cameron to get political, comment-
ing on the destruction of the planet, corporate 
greed and the negative military mentality. 

Set in the not too distant future, paraple-
gic Marine Jake (Sam Worthing-
ton, of the distracting accent) 
is recruited to take the place of 
his recently deceased brilliant 
scientist brother on a mission 
on the planet Pandora. A multi-
national corporation has a vest-
ed interest in the mission since 
Pandora is rich in the valuable 
mineral known as “unobtanium” 
and Earth needs that resource 
harvested for fuel. 

Under the guidance of the 
aptly named scientist Grace (Si-

gourney Weaver), Jake walks again in a sur-
rogate body modeled after those inhabited 
by the Na’Vi, the native people of Pandora. 
Through a series of interactions with Neytiri 
(Zoe Saldana), the daughter of the Na’Vi’s 
tribal leaders/power couple, Jake earns their 
trust and is accepted as one of them. How-
ever, Jake is also being given orders by the 
square-jawed, GI Joe-minded Col. Quar-
itch (Stephen Lang), who would like nothing 
more than to wipe out the Na’Vi, get the un-
obtanium and return to whatever Red State 
he calls home. 

Pulled in different directions, when Jake 
realizes that the relationship he worked so 
hard to establish with Neytiri and her people 
is at risk, he naturally switches sides. Pur-
posely preachy and mesmerizing, the origi-
nal version of avatar remains first rate enter-
tainment with a message, if overly long (in 
its theatrical version) at more than two and 
a half hours (i.e., some of the extended fight 
sequences should have been saved for the 
video game). 

Finally, let’s not forget about Disney’s 
“tales as old as time.” The 1991 Oscar nomi-
nee Beauty and the Beast (Disney), featuring 
the timeless tunes of the Alan Menken and 
the late Howard Ashman, is now available in 
a Diamond Edition three disc combo pack in-
cluding two Blu-rays and one DVD. t

By ChUCK DUnCan
Howl is the story of how the young poet’s 
seminal work broke down societal barriers 
in the face of an infamous public obscen-
ity trial. In his famously confessional style, 
Ginsberg (James Franco) – poet, counter-
culture icon, and chronicler of the Beat Gen-
eration – recounts the 
road trips, love affairs, 
and search for personal 
liberation that led to 
Howl, the most timeless 
work of his career. Howl 
interweaves three sto-
ries: the unfolding of the 
landmark 1957 obscen-
ity trial; an imaginative 
animated ride through 
the prophetic master-
piece; and a unique portrait of a man who 
found new ways to express himself, and in 
doing so, changed his own life and galva-
nized a generation.

Howl is an odd duck of a movie due to 
its structure. Sometimes it seems like you’re 
flipping channels and catching various bits 
and pieces of three different movies. Each 
part of Howl on its own may have been great 
movies but the sum of all the parts just ends 
up being a bit schizophrenic. One thing is for 
sure – James Franco shines in his segments 
of the film as he portrays Ginsberg in 1955 
reading parts of his epic poem and in the 
1957 segments as he’s being interviewed 
about his life and the poem at the same time 
a trial is taking place in San Francisco to de-
termine if Howl is indeed obscene (which is 
the third part of the film’s structure).

The interview portion of the film uses 
actual transcripts and this part comes off al-
most as a documentary, except an actor is 
playing a real person. Franco comes off as 
very natural in this part of the film, and while 
I’ve never been a big admirer, he is quite 
dishy with that beard he sports in this part 
of the film. While a Ginsberg talk about his 
life, the film also introduces some flashbacks 
(in black and white) showing his friends Jack 
Kerouac, Neal Cassady and Peter Orlovsky 
(who was Ginsberg’s life partner until his 
passing in 1997). Franco’s Ginsberg is rather 
non-chalant about his homosexuality; it’s just 
who he is (even though he had to pretend to 
be straight while he was in an asylum so as 
not to endure shock treatments to “cure” him), 
and he relates how Cassady, who loved him 
but wanted to be straight, broke his heart.

In the portion of the film that shows him 
reading Howl in a coffee shop to an adoring 
crowd, the film switches to a stark black and 
white from the lush colors of the interview 
segments, but as he is reading, the filmmak-
ers also introduce some beautiful, colorful 
animation to help bring Ginsberg’s words to 

life. 
Franco switches 

from the naturalistic 
style of the inter-
views to a somewhat 
hammy performance 
style for the read-
ings and brings some 
strange inflections 
into his voice. I’ve 
never heard Gins-
berg actually read his 

poetry, so I don’t know if Franco based this 
on the real thing or if he thought he had to 
do this to separate the performer from the 
real man. The animation here is stunning 
and although I’m not really a poetry person, 
if the people who did this portion of the film 
ever made a full-length adaptation of Howl, 
I’d definitely see it.

The third part of the film, the trial, is real-
ly the most interesting part of the film and I’d 
love to see a full-length dramatization of the 
trial and all of the events that led to it. This 
portion of the film also features the rest of 
the big name cast. If you like courtroom dra-
mas, then you’ll really enjoy this part of the 
movie and will be wishing there was more. 
The dialog was taken from actual court tran-
scripts and all of the actors, particularly Da-
vid Strathairn as the prosecuting attorney, 
bring the proceedings to life.

Howl is not a great film, but it is an in-
teresting experiment. your enjoyment will 
probably depend on your tolerance for po-
etry reading, but if you can let yourself enjoy 
Franco’s performance and the courtroom 
drama you may find it watchable enough (it 
may end up being one of those movies you 
have to watch twice to really appreciate). 
The movie played in Baltimore this past fall, 
but it is now available to rent or own on DVD 
and Blu-ray. Howl is rated R for strong sex-
ual content including language and images, 
and for some drug material. t

CaSt: James Franco, David Strathairn, 
Jon Hamm, Bob Balaban, Alessandro 
Nivola, Treat Williams, Mary-Louise Park-
er, Jeff Daniels. DireCtorS: Rob Epstein 
and Jeffrey Friedman

Howl: A Poetic Experience
LiveLy artS // OUT ON DVD

By gregg ShaPirO
In The Twilight Saga: eclipse (Summit En-
tertainment), graduating high school senior 
Bella (a slightly less sullen Kristen Stewart), 
is still obsessed with brooding vampire Ed-
ward (Robert Pattinson). She accepts her 
true love’s marriage proposal in exchange 
for his promise to “change” (read “kill”) her 
so that they can be together eternally. Wait, 
let’s get this straight. Mormon author Stephe-
nie Meyer thinks it’s all right for white trash 
teenagers to marry vampires, but LGBT 
folks should be deprived of 
the same expression of love 
and commitment. Talk about 
“Twit-light.”

Still, it’s probably an easy 
shot to take, but the third in-
stallment in the ongoing saga 
of the vampires, wolves and 
humans of Forks, Washington, 
eclipses its predecessors. It’s 
got plenty of skin, courtesy of 
stud (wolf) cub Taylor Lautner 
(who continues to do most of 
his acting with his abs) as Ja-
cob, and his pec pack of wolves. 

It’s got a fair amount of special effects, 
although the wolves’ pelts are wearing 
thin. There’s also an increase in the Native 
American folklore aspect. The scary factor is 
also ratcheted up not only with the lingering 
presence of the ruthless Jane (Dakota Fan-
ning) and her creepy crew, but also bent-on-
revenge Victoria (Bryce Dallas Howard) and 
her boy toy Riley (Xavier Samuel) and his 
army of merciless newborn vamps.

Nevertheless, TTS: e gets points for 
cranking up the humor. That’s right, you will 
most likely find yourself laughing out loud on 
several occasions, and that appears to be 
the way that screenwriter Melissa Rosen-
berg intended it. For not taking itself too seri-
ously and doing it in a respectable couple of 
hours, The Twilight Saga: eclipse is recom-
mended viewing.

Special features on the two DVD special 
edition include a six(!)-part “making of” doc, 
audio commentary, deleted and extended 
scenes, music videos and a whole lot more. 

Anyone who felt that with a necessary 30 
minutes worth of editing, James Cameron’s 
latest cinematic epic, avatar (20th Century 
Fox Home Entertainment/Light Storm) could 
have qualified as his best movie, will find 
themselves overwhelmed the Extended Col-
lector’s Edition DVD. The three disc DVD set 

Beauties and Beasts
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ambitious double disc 
sophomore release. But 
clearly he was up to the 
task, which is evident 
on “Eloise,” “Crush’d,” 
“Property,” “Death For 
My Birthday,”the “an-
gry boy” track “Hate 
Everyone,” the brassy 
“Less Cute,” the acous-
tic “Ahhh…Men” and 
especially “Do Better” 
with its irresistible beat, 
word play and Will and 
Grace reference.

My Chemical Ro-
mance and Titus An-
dronicus both hail from 
the Garden State, but 
that’s where any simi-
larities end. Closer in 
spirit to Minneapolis’ 
The Replacements, Ti-
tus Andronicus proudly 
makes reference to 
another NJ native son, 
Bruce Springsteen, in 
“A More Perfect Union,” 
the roughhousing open-
ing track of The moni-
tor (XL). An historical 
concept album of sort 
(check out the cover photo and graphics), 
The monitor is an admirable effort in which 
the past and the present meet in the most un-
likely of settings.

At the bottom of the heap is love drunk 
(Columbia) by Boys Like Girls (oh, really?). 
A pre-fab corporate concoction, it’s a dis-
appointing sign of the current Boston music 
scene, which had previously given us Human 

LiveLy artS // MUSIC

By gregg ShaPirO
Have the guys in Green Day set the bar im-
possibly high for the musicians they influ-
enced and the bands that they inspired? With 
a pair of acclaimed back-to-back releases, 
one of which, american idiot, inspired a Tony 
and Drama Desk Award-winning Broadway 
musical and a mixed bag of recent releas-
es by aging young 
punks, the answer 
might be yes.

The Black Pa-
rade, My Chemical 
Romance’s 2006 
follow-up to its 2004 
major-label commer-
cial breakthrough 
Three cheers for 
Sweet Revenge, 
featured a guest vo-
cal appearance by 
none other than Liza 
Minnelli on the song 
“Mama.” danger 
days: The True lives 
of the Fabulous Killjoys (Reprise), My Chem-
ical Romance’s new disc contains the elec-
tro-fied “Planetary (Go!),” “The Kids From 
yesterday” and the sunny “Summertime,” a 
trio of certifiable dance cuts. Are these New 
Jersey emo-punks reaching out to a queer 
audience? For their existing fans, MCR de-
livers the sophisticated bratty rock that has 
become their trademark on “Na Na Na (Na 
Na Na, etc.),” “Bulletproof Heart,” “The Only 
Hope For Me Is you” and “Vampire Money,” 
and they do it all within the context of a con-
cept album. 

The heavily inked Madden twins of Good 
Charlotte have returned with cardiology 
(Capitol). Like MCR, Good Charlotte isn’t 

afraid to come face-to-face with a dance 
beat (see their previous disc) and do so on 
“Last Night.” But the heart of cardiology is 
the sound that GC has been working since 
the beginning as you can hear on “Counting 
The Days,” “Silver Screen Romance,” “Like 
It’s Her Birthday,” “There She Goes” and 
“1979,” along with the unexpected title track 

ballad.
Being on landmark 

punk label Epitaph, Chica-
go’s Alkaline Trio probably 
has a certain standard to 
uphold. yet they still make 
music that manages to be 
both accessible and po-
tent on This addiction (Ep-
itaph). The best examples 
of this can be found on 
“The American Scream,” 
“Piss and Vinegar,” the 
title cut, “Lead Poison-
ing” and “Dine, Dine My 
Darling.”

While Alkaline Trio 
expertly tows the Epitaph line, Motion City 
Soundtrack left the legendary indie label be-
hind for the majors on my dinosaur life (Co-
lumbia). It turns out that it wasn’t a bad thing. 
The cartoon illustration on the cover illus-
trates that you are entering lighter pop-punk 
territory here, which is exemplified on tracks 
such as “Her Words Destroyed My Planet,” 
“Worker Bee,” “Delirium,” “Pulp Fiction,” 
“Skin and Bones,” and the Ben Folds-like “A 
Life Less Ordinary (Need A Little Help).” 

Max Bemis of Say Anything had his work 
cut out for with the band’s eponymous third 
disc on RCA. He had to work in the shadow 
cast by Say Anything’s acclaimed rock op-
era/concept album debut …is a Boy and its 

Young Punks Aging

Max Bemis of Say anything

titus andronicus’ The Monitor

Sexual Response, Mission of Burma, The 
Pixies, The Lemonhead and Blake Babies, 
to mention a few. Just listen to the glossy 
“She’s Got A Boyfriend Now” and the Taylor 
Swift (!) duet on “Two Is Better Than One” 
as proof. t

max Bemis of Say anything is perform-
ing on Feb. 18 at Ottobar in Baltimore and 
on Feb. 19 at North Star Bar in Philadelphia.
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Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik
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Lessons from 2010 and a glimpse into 2011

There are quite a few good signs that 2011 
will be a better year for real estate, and the 
economy in general, than was 2010. If you’re 
one of the many potential buyers that are 
holding back, waiting for some positive signs 
that the worst is over, then I hope you’ll find 
what you’re looking for right here.

1) improving employment picture. 
While the Baltimore and Maryland econo-
mies have fared better than the overall na-
tional picture, there have been some very 

hope for 2011

encouraging signs nationally. For the last 
few weeks of December, initial jobless claims 
fell to levels not seen for several years, and 
the January employment report actually 
dropped the unemployment rate by a tenth 
of a point. Every prediction from economists 
has pointed to a slow, steady improvement 
through this year and these figures would 
confirm that is actually taking shape. 

2) Consumer spending is increasing. 
The holiday shopping season was better 
than most retailers expected, and recent fig-
ures on the number of new automobiles be-
ing sold gives added strength to the fact that 
Americans are coming back to the market-
place and buying big ticket items. When con-
sumer spending increases, businesses feel 
more comfortable adding inventory, placing 
orders, and restocking shelves, which has a 
positive ripple effect down the supply chain. 
Jobs result. Even sales of existing housing 
went up in December, and as an unscien-
tific measure, my colleagues and I saw an 

By WOODy DerriCKS
The sun was shining on investors as 2010 
drew to a close. The economy has shown 
signs of reaccelerating from the summer soft 
spot, the stock market has made new two-
year highs, as measured by the S&P 500 (re-
turning to the level that preceded the Septem-
ber 2008 failure of Lehman Brothers), and the 
President signed into law a bill that extends all 
of the Bush tax cuts for two years, cuts payroll 
taxes, and expands jobless benefits.

The end of 2010 also seemed to be set-
ting the stage for the return of diversification. 
In 2008 and 2009, most markets moved to-
gether as the outlook for all financial assets 
was tightly linked to the global financial crisis 
and then to the recovery. During 2010, glim-
mers of the impending return of diversification 
became evident as markets began to behave 
more independently of each other. In May 
and June, as stocks and commodities as-
set classes fell, bonds steadily rose in value. 
And, inversely, in November and December, 
as stocks and commodities asset classes 
surged, bonds fell. A key potential benefit of 
having the investments in your portfolio be-
have differently is that it should serve to mute 
volatility, which is especially valuable when 
taking distributions from a portfolio. The re-
turn of the effectiveness of this important in-
vestment risk management tool is a welcome 
gift as investors look toward 2011.

No stormy skies or bright sunshine for 
2011, we see a more middle of the road fore-

cast, composed of a mix of clouds and sun. 
Recent years have seen extremes one way 
or the other and we see a 2011 that offers in-
vestors modest single-digit gains for stocks, 
low-to-mid single-digit gains for bonds, and 
an economy in the United States that mud-
dles along at a 2.5 to 3% pace. As always, I 
encourage you to contact your financial ad-
visor with any questions you may have.

The opinions voiced in this material are 
for general information only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual. To determine 
which investment(s) may be appropriate for 
you, consult your financial advisor prior to 
investing. All performance referenced is his-
torical and is no guarantee of future results. 
All indices are unmanaged and cannot be 
invested into directly.

There is no guarantee that a diversified 
portfolio will enhance overall returns or out-
perform a non-diversified portfolio. Diversifi-
cation does not ensure against market risk.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index is a 
capitalization-weighted index of 500 stocks 
designed to measure performance of the 
broad domestic economy through changes 
in the aggregate market value of 500 stocks 
representing all major industries. t

Woody derricks is president of Partner-
ship Wealth management, 410-732-2633. This 
research material has been prepared by lPl 
Financial. Securities offered through lPl Fi-
nancial, member FiNRa/SiPc, 694539, 01/11

increase in the number of people out look-
ing, coming by open houses and setting up 
appointments with their agents.

3) interest rates remain near historic 
lows. The cost of borrowing money is an im-
portant factor in determining how many peo-
ple can afford to be in the housing market in 
the first place, and for the last few months 
mortgage interest rates have been cheap. 
Homeowners can refinance into 15 year 
mortgages for under 4%, while new 30 year 
mortgages have remained under 5%. As 
spring approaches, however, rates always 
tend to increase, so its not clear that these 
bargains will be available for much longer.

4) housing prices have fallen dramat-
ically. Along with the cheap cost of mort-
gage money, this increases the number of 
potential buyers who can 
qualify for a home pur-
chase. With more buyers 
looking, and home sales 
beginning to pick up, its 
most likely that prices will 
stabilize and not fall much 
farther.

5) the Washington 
DC housing market has 
already stabilized and 

started to show price increases. Washing-
ton was one of only four metro areas in the 
country to show housing increasing in price in 
December. In the last decade, more and more 
homebuyers have been priced out of the DC 
market and have turned to Baltimore as a po-
tential place to live. In fact, if the 2010 census 
shows that Baltimore has gained population 
(which many believe it will), that result can be 
attributed to the increase in Washington com-
muter traffic between the two cities. So, if the 
DC market has improved and started to rise, 
can Baltimore be far behind? t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. His website, charm-
cityRealestate.com is a resource for further 
research. Send your questions to wayne@
charmcityrealestate.com.

Real Estate
Today
Wayne Curtis

yOUr MOney 
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A new year brings a new crop of leather 
titleholders. When I returned home after 
the long holiday break I sat down with Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2011 Alex Lemaire for a 
little question and answer session. It is no 
secret that I know this charming young man 
already as a member of the ShipMates Club 
of Baltimore. I wanted to learn a little more 
and to give you a chance to meet Mr. Mary-
land Leather 2011. 

Alex was born in Memphis, Tenn. and 
moved with his family to Maryland when 
he was five. He grew up in the Cockeysville 
area. Alex says that he always knew that he 
was gay and came out to his best friend in 7th 
grade. By age 18 he had completely come to 
terms with his sexuality and came out to his 
entire family. I asked Alex if his mother knew 
that he was Mr. Maryland Leather 2011. Alex 
said that he told her right away. In fact, while 
dining at the Blue Moon in Rehoboth Beach 
his mother spotted a copy of Baltimore OUT-
loud with Alex’s 
picture on the 
cover. She quick-
ly grabbed a copy 
to show it to her 
waiter exclaiming, 
“That’s my son!” 

Alex’s leather 
interest began 
about seven 
years ago when 
a date took him 
to the Baltimore 
Eagle. Although 
he knew nothing 
about the Leather 
Community at the 
time, he immedi-
ately felt at home 
and knew that it 
was something 
that he wanted to 
explore more. A 
few years later a 

visit to the New york Eagle sealed the deal. 
He knew where he belonged. He had found 
another family in the Leather Community. 

It can be lots of work being a leather 
titleholder. There are many highs and lows. 
One can never please everyone. I had to ask 
the obvious question. Why did he want to be 
MML 2011? Alex said that having a platform 
to help the LGBT community drove him to 
run. (Plus, a little push from some friends 
didn’t hurt either.) 

Alex wants to show the younger genera-
tion that it is okay to be different. The Leather 
Community is about acceptance. Although 
he has only had his title for two months he 
has already met many amazing people who 
continue to inspire him to do better. 

Alex has already learned that the key 
to being a good titleholder is being visible, 
and not just in the Leather Community. He 
enjoys wearing his leather to Grand Cen-
tral, The Hippo, and The Lodge (in Western 
Maryland). He recently started bartending 
at Leon’s, which also gives him a chance to 
meet new people. In fact, when asked what 
he hoped to accomplish during his year, 
Alex stated that he would like to see more 
leather events throughout the state, not just 
in the Baltimore-Washington Metro Area. He 
is toying with the idea of producing a leather 
contest at a location such as The Lodge as 
a feeder to next year’s Mr. Maryland Leath-
er Contest. He wants to reach beyond the 
beltways. 

Alex is currently in a committed relation-
ship and admits that being a leather title-
holder can cause problems. Many view the 
Leather Community as being about wild sex. 
For Alex, leather is not about sex it is about 

sexuality. He adds that 
when he puts on his leath-
er he feels stronger, better, 
and stands taller. There is 
something very masculine 
about a man in leather. 
This was the initial attrac-
tion for him. When Alex 
looked beyond the hides 
and chains, he found so 
much more. He found a 
Leather Community. 

Our New year is young 
and so is our new Mary-
land titleholder. I am look-
ing forward to good things 
from both. Plan to stop in 
Leon’s Leather Lounge, 
especially on Wednesdays 
when special events are 
planned. It will give you an-
other chance to toast the 
New year and to meet Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2011. t

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Meet Mr. 
Maryland 
Leather 2011

alex Lemaire  – 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2011
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2011community bulletin board
January 14 – February 6

Jan. 14, 15, 22
Susan is 4 real at theatre Project
Susan Mele stars as cabaret per-

sonality Roxi Starr in R U 4 Real!?!? The 
show muses on the idea that if Reality 
TV is what’s for dinner tonight and every 
night, then it seems like 21st century 
TV is filled with ordinary people, with no 
life, who’ll do and say anything just to 
get on TV. 8 p.m. Theatre Project, 45 W. 
Preston St., Baltimore. General Admis-
sion $25, Students/Seniors $15. Info./
Reservations: 410-752-8558.

Jan. 14 – Feb. 6
A Streetcar Named Desire at the 

Spotlighters
Tennessee Williams’ classic 

directed by Sherrionne Brown. Wil-
liams’ story has more twists and turns 
than a country mountain road but it’s 
entertaining and easy to follow. Friday & 
Saturday performances; 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
2 p.m. Ten Spot Thursday (all tickets 
$10) – Feb 3 at 8 p.m. Tickets: Adults 
$20, Seniors $18, Students $16. 817 
St. Paul St., Baltimore. Order online at 
www.spotlighters.org.  

January 15
american String Quartet Per-

forms Beethoven
8 p.m. Smith Theatre, Horowitz Per-

forming Arts Center, Howard Commu-
nity College 10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy, 
Columbia, MD. Advance: Adult $29; 
Senior $26; Student $12 at the Door: 
Adult $30; Senior $28; Student $12. Info: 
410-997-2324, info@candlelightcon-
certs.org, www.candlelightconcerts.org.

January 17
11th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Parade
The event is becoming an event 

to honor not only Dr. King, but to pay 
homage to others continuing his legacy.
Steps off at Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Boulevard and Eutaw Street, and 
travels south on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Boulevard, 12 noon.

January 20
Charm City Boys Present holi-

day hangover Show
Drag performers at Grand Central, 

1001 N. Charles St. in Baltimore. Pre 
show starts at 10 p.m. Show starts 
10:30 p.m. Dancing with DJ Arturo 
11:30-1:30 a.m. $4 cover, +21

January 21
Maryland Film Festival Produc-

es: a Celebration of Film
Third Annual MFF Fundraiser at 

Maryland Institute College of Art. “Are 
Documentary Filmmakers the New 
Journalists?” 6 p.m. All-Access Pass 
($250), Conversation & Auction Only 
Ticket ($90). To purchase tickets or for 
sponsorship information, contact Pat-
rick at 410-752- 8083 or at fundraiser@
mdfilmfest.com.

January 21
integrity/Baltimore gathering
The Baltimore Chapter of Integrity 

will gather at the Cathedral of the Incar-
nation, 4 E. University Parkway, Balti-
more. The Eucharist will be celebrated 
in the Peace Chapel beginning at 7 
p.m. The Rev. Tim Kroh will preside 
and preach. Potluck supper follows – 
please bring something to share – with 
conversation and fellowship until 9 p.m.

January 21-22
Marin alsop Leads BSO in 

Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony
Marin Alsop leads the Baltimore 

Symphony Orchestra in Shostakov-
ich’s Fifth Symphony to be performed 
on Friday, January 21 at 8:15 p.m. at 
the Music Center at Strathmore and 
Saturday, January 22 at 7 p.m. at the 
Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall as 

part of the BSO’s Off the Cuff series. 
Tickets range from $28 to $88. Tickets 
are available through the BSO Ticket 
Office, 877-BSO-1444, 410-783-8000 
or BSOmusic.org.

January 21-30
Baltimore Winter restaurant 

Week
With prix-fixed dinner menus for 

just $35.11 and lunch menus for just 
$20.11, Winter Restaurant Week is the 
perfect time to get out to that restau-
rant (or restaurants) you’ve been dying 
to try. List of participating restaurants 
and to book reservations, visit www.
baltimorerestaurantweek.com. 

January 22
Breakfast with the Polar Bears
The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore is 

open this January, so why not come 
have Breakfast with the Polar Bears! 
Enjoy a hot, catered breakfast inside 
our historic Mansion House, get 
your picture with some of our animal 
ambassadors, and stop by to make 
some winter crafts! Non-member 
tickets $60 per person; Zoo members 
$45 per person. Info: 443-552-5276 or 
events@marylandzoo.org. 

January 22-23
edgar allan Poe Birthday 

Celebration
The Edgar Allan Poe House and 

Museum presents the Baltimore 
premiere of Edgar Allan Poe – The 
Flip Side of comedy featuring Grover 
Silcox. The Baltimore Men’s Chorus of-
fers a musical tribute to Poe and a film 
tribute to Vincent Price, recognizing 
his centenary this year. Sat., Jan. 22, 7 
p.m.; Sun.; Jan 23, 4:30 p.m. Westmin-
ster Hall, Baltimore. $25. Info: www.
poebicentennial.com. 

January 24-28
no name-Calling Week
An annual week of educational 

activities aimed at ending name-calling 
of all kinds and providing schools with 
the tools and inspiration to launch 
an on-going dialogue about ways to 
eliminate bullying in their communities. 
The project, targeted to grades K-12, 
seeks to focus national attention on the 
problem of name-calling in schools, 
and to provide students and educators 
with the tools and inspiration to launch 
an on-going dialogue about ways to 
eliminate name-calling in their commu-
nities. Visit www.nonamecallingweek.
org for details. 

January 29
Brother, help thyself grants & 

awards Program
The non-profit Brother, Help 

Thyself hands out thousands of 
dollars to worthy LGBT community 
organizations. There will also be light 
refreshments, entertainment, music 
and dancing. Doors open 1 p.m. Show 
begins at 2 p.m. Grand Central, 1001 
No. Charlst St., Baltimore. Admission 
free. Silent auction. [See front page 
story for details.]

January 30
Screening of Out in the Silence
An award-winning documentary 

by filmmaker Joe Wilson followed by a 
special panel discussion. 2 p.m. Enoch 
Pratt Central Library 400 Cathedral 
Street, Baltimore, 21201. Out in the 
Silence tells the story of a handful of 
rural Pennsylvania residents struggling 
for inclusion amidst anti-gay sentiment. 
Presented in partnership by ACLU of 
Maryland, Enoch Pratt Library, Equality 
Maryland, and the Maryland Black 
Family Alliance. t
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the Wicked 
Winds of Winter
Try saying the title of this week’s column 5 
times real fast! How is everyone?

I hope the last hangover is now over. I 
know mine wasn’t until Sunday. Christmas 
and New years is now over officially. The 
radio stations have all gone back to playing 
good driving music. I am still a little sad that 
we Jews only got Adam Sandler’s “Hanukkah 
Song” about 100 times. Kind of a rip-off. Did 
you see his last movie? Grown Ups? Oy vey! 

So now that we are all sober, we can 
look forward to some great events coming 
up. Let’s start off on Friday the 14th at Grand 
Central, you can get yourself 2.50 drinks un-
til 11:00 p.m. at the Friday Dance party with 
DJ Farrell. If you prefer The Hippo, you can 

go see Deep in the Game on the Dance Side 
at 10:00 p.m. 

Saturday night, Maryland’s best voted 
sports bar, PW’s is hosting Drag Bingo, 
which will be benefit the Capitol Queer Prom 
2011, for the Gay youth Pride Alliance. Game 
time is 8:00 p.m. so make sure you get there 
on time. you may run into me. Though, I will 
be there also rooting on my Steelers. I may 
have to duck a few drinks for that comment 
but that’s OK. 

If you still aren’t hung over enough on 
Monday night, the 16th, stop by PW’s for 
Drag Trivia at 9:30 p.m., hosted by the love-
ly Ms. Anastacia Amor. (you see a pattern 
here? Sports Bar...but a lot of drag...Hmm. 
Just kidding with you Johnny Boy. A top, my 
ass.)

So I had a very nice New year’s. I spent 
it with Lovell at PW’s. Had fun watching the 
ball at Midnight. Also, was fine to watch the 
young twink in the corners balls drop too. 
Can we say, BEIBER!?!? They dropped 
Snooki at midnight. But not on her head. 
Didn’t want her to get flashbacks from her 
childhood.

I wanted to take a moment to convey my 
best wishes and hope for a full recovery for 
Congresswoman Giffords who was shot in a 
cowardly act this past week. My prayers are 

with her, her family as well as the families of 
those killed and injured including the little 9 
year-old girl that was killed in the attack. No 
parent should have to go through the loss of 
a child. My heart and prayers are with them 
in this trying time. 

you may ask, why am I mentioning this 
in my column. I am firm believer in what the 
great Robert Burns once wrote: “No man is 
an island unto himself. Therefore, I never 
send to know whom the bell tolls, it toll for 
thee.” We all lost a little piece of ourselves in 
that disgusting act.

Well, that’s all for this week my little 
minions. I have the worst chest cold from 
hell and I can’t drink or smoke. So you just 
KNOW you would love to keep me rant-
ing and raving. you could all do me a favor 
though. If you see Michael “Magoo” Serio or 
Jay Loane out there busting their buns in this 
cold delivering the paper, give them a thanks 
for all their hard work. When it’s cold and you 
are tired and all you want to do is go home, 
that friendly wave and thank you is all you 
need to keep going. Those guys do a lot and 
deserve it. 

Well, that’s all. My coffee is going cold. 
No, you may not smell to see if its an Irish 
coffee! That’s um, a special creamer. Shine 
on, Baltimore. t

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz
Baltimore OUTloud is 
seeking a self-motivated 
person to help sell 
advertising space. This 
is a commission-based 

position. 
Applicant 
needs to 
have reliable 
transportation. 

Send resume 
to: advertise@
baltimoreoutloud.com or 
call 410-244-6780 and 
leave message for Mary 
Taylor. 

Ad 
salesperson 
wanted! m

U
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Why I Will Keep Visiting Monterey Until I Die
By niCK viviOn
Gaytravel.com
As I lay there all tied up in knots, with my 
right leg piercing the air near my ear, all I 
could think about was sea otters. Never mind 
the fact that my rational mind was scream-
ing, “your LEG does not belong 
near your EAR.” My creative 
mind was off with the sea otters, 
frolicking, swimming backwards, 
and fetching shiny ornaments for 
a reward of an abalone liberated 
from its pesky shell.

This made me laugh, al-
though Paula – the expert mas-
seuse targeting my tension with 
a force not unlike a sea otter 
slamming a rock on fresh food 
– hardly notices. I’m blissed 
out at the Spa on the Plaza in 
Monterey, California, and my 
wandering mind is exploring 
my earlier visit to the expansive 
Monterey Bay Aquarium.

The Aquarium is by far the 
biggest draw for travelers to 
Monterey County, as it is con-
sistently rated the number one aquarium in 
the US, and occasionally even the world. 
The tanks are full of shimmering fish, giant 
octopi, and furry sea otters, not to mention 
a healthy share of rambunctious children 
mammals. The aquarium’s popularity is also 
a bit of a curse, because the first thing that 
people say when you mention Monterey is 
usually, “Oh, that’s where the aquarium is!” 

Lucky for us all, Monterey County has 
heaps more going on to whet the traveling 
whistle. So much so, in fact, that it keeps me 
coming back at least once a year to explore 
even further!

Monterey County sits two hours south of 
San Francisco, occupying a 100-mile swath 
of Pacific Ocean beauty and inland fertil-
ity. For a little perspective, the county is 1.5 
times the size of the great State of Delaware. 
Except that it’s far more exciting than Dela-
ware, of course!

Monterey’s magnificence has made 
it world famous, and it’s hard to think of a 
chunk of earth that inspires more awe, re-
spect and superlatives from most who pass 
through. 

“It’s not particularly gay-friendly or gay-
unfriendly. It just is,” explains local resident 
David “Doc” Reichbaum. David is a well-
traveled guy who works for the local recy-

cling department and lives here with his girl-
friend Galen. 

There are no gay bars here, no clubs, 
and no nightlife to speak of. This is a roman-
tic place, where you come and frolic amidst 
the backdrop of natural grandeur. Kayaking, 

diving, horseback riding, biking, fishing, and 
sailing provide a direct channel to beauty at 
every angle.

I started off my whirlwind tour of solo 
romancin’ with a sunset hike in Point Lobos 
State Reserve, also known as the “crown 
jewel of the state parks”. This is only one of a 
baker’s dozen of sickeningly gorgeous hikes 
nearby. 

For the committed hiker, the Ventana 
Wilderness behind Big Sur, is chock-full of 
remote camp sites. Day hikes range from the 
easy Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, which takes 
you to the spectacular waterfall dropping 
from cliffs into the water, to the robust Ol-
lason Peak in Toro Park, where you gain 
1,800 feet of elevation. Other trails include 
the Pinnacle National Monument, 20 miles 
of beach trails at Andrew Molera State 
Park, and, perhaps the best kept secret 
of the area, the steepest coastal canyon 
in the continental U.S. that features aban-
doned limestone kilns at Limekiln State 
Park.

As the sun was setting, I set up my 
tripod and captured the sun dropping be-
yond Seal Cove, where – you guessed it 
– a bunch of seals were enjoying the last 
drops of sunshine. It was a primal scene, 
just a few people, the seals and rock that 

traveL

rock Beach

had been there for millions of years. Brainy 
patterns had been blasted into the rocks by 
the sea spray, and birds were gently riding 
thermals overhead. 

I looked around, and remembered that 
Robert Louis Stevenson was struck with the 

idea for Treasure island while 
hiking in this very same spot. 
As the fiery sun dropped into 
the water, and everything 
held that signature California 
magical radiance, it was like 
my own private treasure, a 
passionate fling with nature 
that had me grinning.

I’m walking the grounds 
of the lush Del Monte Golf 
Course with Dave Lambert, 
who recently moved to do the 
marketing for the newly rede-
signed Hyatt Regency Mon-
terey. “We moved from Marin 
County, and it’s just fabulous. 
It’s good living. A little bit of 
something for everybody.” 
He’s gushing about his life 
here, and it’s easy to see why. 

The smooth contours of this Pebble Beach 
Company golf course are only a hint of the 
championship-level golfing available. 

The glamour of Pebble Beach is one of 
the primary features of Monterey County, 
with its exacting fairways, crashing waves, 
and bazillion dollar homes that loom over 
the greens. There is also the Concours 
d’Elegance, where high-end car collectors 
from all over the world descend on Pebble 
Beach like bears to Sidr honey.

The elegance of the architecture in 
Pebble Beach trickles out to many corners 

of coastal Monterey, enticing movie stars, 
musicians and billionaire moguls to settle 
here. Clint Eastwood is the most infamous 
resident of the area, having successful ran 
for mayor of Carmel-by-the-Valley in the 
late 1980s. Rupert Murdoch, Doris Day, and 
countless others in the vaunted upper crust 
have purchased homes here.

Of course, this means that this can 
quickly become an expensive vacation as 
Michelin-rated restaurants and $500 per 
night hotels have sprung up to cater to 
this wealthy clientele. Check out the plush 
L’Auberge in Carmel, and be sure to melt 
with a massage at one of the world-class 
spas like Accista Spa or the Spa on the 
Plaza.

My short trip to Monterey ends on an 
appropriately fruity note. “Monterey has 
outstanding wines, some of the best in the 
country. Especially the chardonnay and pi-
nots,” explains Joel Giachetti, Outlets Man-
ager at the Hyatt Regency Monterey, as I sip 
a sampling of Monterey’s finest.

I discover that Monterey produces 
more grapes than Napa and Sonoma com-
bined, and that many grapes from the Cen-
tral Coast go into Napa/Sonoma-branded 
wines. I learned that the cool growing sea-
son is especially amenable to pinot noir and 
chardonnay. I discover that there are 8 soil 
types and 42 varietals. The soil has stellar 
mineral content, which makes for uniquely 
robust wines.

But best of all, I learned that Monterey 
is one of those special places that is widely 
popular and accessible to many, while main-
taining that rare ability to make me feel like I 
am the only person in the whole wide world 
that knows about it. t
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 DentaL

 CLeaning  PhOtOgraPhy  BOOKS & giFtS

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 COMPUter
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDvertiSe.

 eLeCtriCian

Professional services

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPOrt grOUP

Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.



28 q BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  JANUARy 14, 2011  •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm


