
He hopes that people will begin to give people a 
new vision, “give insight, history and experience 
from the broader LGBT community,” he said.

There is still more work that needs to be 
done. The local host committee is putting the 
final touches on planning. As such, there is 
another call for volunteers. Mr. Thorn facili-
tates the volunteer recruitment committee. He 
adds, “We can always use more volunteers. 
There are varieties of projects going on dur-
ing the conference and during the January 22 
volunteer orientation at the Baltimore Hilton, 
those interested in volunteering can sign up. 
Interested individuals can sign up at Creat-
ingchange.org under “wanna help.”

There have been many highs and chal-
lenges since planning for Creating Change 
began in April 2011. Eight months have 
passed and organizers are beginning the 
end of the road and the fruition of their plans. 
Organizers from across the spectrum, pro-
fessors to professional activists, pastors to 
politicians have banded together to plan this 
undertaking. Working closely with NGLTF, 
Marylanders got a bird’s eye view of what 
it takes to put on a conference of this mag-
nitude. Mr. Thorn recalls how planning the 
conference has broadened connections and 
perspectives. “Meeting people from across a 
multitude of disciplines and backgrounds as 
well as formulating new friendships has been 
the most rewarding in planning this confer-
ence,” he recalls.

Planning these events did not come with-
out challenges. Conveying the importance and 
the magnitude of this 4000 person gathering 
has been difficult in the local area. Many peo-
ple have never realized the far-reaching work 

—continued on page 4

OUT Transgender 
Incarceration: 

New Directions
By Dana LaRocca
On January 9 key leaders of the 
Maryland transgender community 
met with Gary Maynard, Maryland’s 
Secretary of Public Safety and Cor-
rectional Services 
at the secretary’s 
office in Towson, 
to discuss improv-
ing the safety and 
quality of life of 
transgender per-
sons who are in-
carcerated. Balti-
more OUTloud has been following 
these developments since this past 
August, when community activist 
and former city council candidate, 
Odette Ramos, offered to coordi-
nate efforts between the Secretary’s 
office, the transgender community, 
and the Mayor’s office.

In August, Owen Smith, Field 
Organizer for Gender Equality Is-
sues at Equality Maryland, received 
complaints about alleged police ha-
rassment in Lower Charles Village 
and a complaint about harassment 
of a transwoman at Central Booking 
during these same incidents. In that 
particular incident, the transwoman 
was released the next day without 
charges, but overnight she was ha-
rassed while locked up with males. 
Those reports led to a meeting sev-
eral weeks ago with the Northern 
District police that resulted in some 
positive outcomes as reported in our 
last issue of Baltimore OUTloud, but 
the incarceration issues had to be 
addressed with state officials, since 
the facility is run by the state. 

The January 9 meeting had 
been planned over the past two 
months. In November, Odette Ra-
mos contacted Secretary Maynard 
with concerns about the treatment 
of the transgender population. 

The transgender community 
was represented by Owen Smith of 
Equality Maryland, Dr. Dana Beyer, 
Executive Director of Gender Rights 
Maryland, and Monica Stevens, 
from Women Accepting Responsi-
bility (WAR).

The Department of Public Safety 
and Correctional Services was repre-
sented by Secretary Maynard, John 

—continued on page 15
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By Rev. MotheR MeReDith Moise
Maryland and DC LGBT activists are gear-
ing up for the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force’s (NGLTF) Creating Change confer-

ence. The conference will be here in Charm 
City from January 25 through January 29 at 
the Hilton Baltimore in downtown Baltimore. It 
is one of the largest, if not the largest, LGBT 

centered activist conferences in 
the nation. The conference is his-
torically the longest running queer 
centered gathering in the country.

Matthew Thorn, CEO of Be-
yond the Hill Strategies and a 
co chair of the 2012 Creating 
Change, expects a large turnout 
for the conference. “We expect 
3500 registrants,” he reports. Ac-
cording to reports from NGLTF, 
the Hilton Baltimore is sold out! 
Fellow co-chair Sharon Brack-
ett, board chair of Gender Rights 
Maryland, echoes his sentiments. 
“Anytime you put nearly 3000 
smart, interesting and energetic 
people in one place you can ex-
pect a reaction!” she responds.

Local activists hope that Creat-
ing Change will create a ground-
swell of awareness and movement 
in Maryland’s LGBT community. 
Mr. Thorn believes, “I think that 
Creating Change coming to Balti-
more will help ignite and rebuild the 
activist community in Baltimore.” 

Creating Change is on its way
LGBT activist conference is full steam ahead

Baltimore Welcomes the 

National Conference on LGBT Equality
January 25-29, 2012  •  creating change

Ben Jealous, president and 
ceo of the naacP, will be the 
keynote speaker
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Michael Stouffer, Deputy Secretary for Op-
erations, Rick Binetti, Executive Director of 
Communications, and Wendell France, Com-
missioner of Pretrial Detention and Services.

The mayor’s office was represented 
by Sheryl Goldstein, Director of the May-
or’s Office on Criminal Justice, and Kevin 
Cleary, Deputy Director of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Neighborhoods.

The issues discussed arose from con-
cerns in Baltimore City’s Central Booking, 
which is run by the state. Secretary May-
nard suggested that policy changes made 
at that facility could work as a pilot pro-
gram that could be extended to other state 
facilities. Owen Smith brought documenta-
tion of policies in place in other states and 
an agreement was reached that Secretary 
Maynard’s office would take the lead on 
researching those policies with the assis-
tance of Mr. Smith and Sheryl Goldstein. 

The group recognized that policy 
changes would require training of correc-
tions officers and other facility staff. Sec-

By ReveRenD MeReDith Moise
Delegate Mary Washington (D-43) has pre 
filed a bill, called House Bill 8T (HB8T) “The 
Electronic Communications Harassment 
Act” which will criminalize harassment via 
text and email. According to the Maryland 
General Assembly’s website, the bill would 
change “the prohibition against using elec-
tronic mail [electronic communication] with 
the intent to harass to prohibit engaging in 
electronic communication with the intent to 
harass.” In light of many incidents of activ-
ists being harassed through email, text and 

 news // LOCAL

Electronic Harassment Bill Introduced in Annapolis
Facebook, Delegate Washington researched 
the issue and decided to draft legislation.

“It extends existing criminal code to 
include all forms of electronic communi-
cation such as text and so-
cial media,” said the Demo-
crat from the 43rd District. 
She also noted, “Just as 
with other protections im-
portant to our community, 
we must modernize our 
laws to keep up with every 
expanding ways that peo-

ple are exposed to harassment.” 
Many of our readers are familiar with recent 
cyber bullying incidents. People have killed 
themselves and maimed others as a result 

of bullying through Facebook, 
Twitter and text.

The delegate remarked that 
current law must keep up with 
the times. “This is part and par-
cel in response to advances we 
have made in protecting our 
youth from cyber bullying,” Del-
egate Washington reported. tMary washington

retary Maynard said that he believed the 
National Institute of Corrections might be 
able to provide training of that sort. His of-
fice will work with the supervisor of the Bal-
timore city and county facilities with a view 
toward local pilot program that could later 
be implemented statewide.

“I am hopeful and very encouraged by 
the eagerness and honest willingness with 
which Secretary Maynard approached this 
critical issue,” Equality Maryland’s Owen 
Smith said, “I believe Secretary Maynard 
truly wants to make real change happen 
to address the very real violence faced by 
transgender people in the criminal justice 

system,” he added. 
Community activist Odette 

Ramos said that she thought the 
meeting went very well. “I was 
happy to see that the Secretary 
and his staff were sensitive to 
the issues raised by the group, 
and committed to work with us to 
come up with good solutions, both 
at the internal policy level, and at 
the training level,” she said. Others 
shared her view that the presence 
of both Sheryl Goldstein and Kevin 
Cleary, representing the mayor’s 
office, “heightened the importance 
of what we were talking about.” 

“I was honored to have facili-
tated this connection and look for-
ward to the on-going discussions,” 
she said.

Secretary Maynard has more 
than 30 years of correctional ex-
perience, is the author of a book, 
correction Officer, and a retired 
Brigadier General with the Oklaho-
ma Army National Guard. He holds 
a masters degree in rehabilitation 
counseling from Oklahoma State 
university and a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology from East Central State 
College in Ada, Oklahoma. t
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Luke Clippinger, an Assistant State’s At-
torney in Anne Arundel County, is entering 
his second year as a member of the Mary-
land House of Delegates. He represents 
the 46th District, encompassing such Bal-
timore neighborhoods as Canton, Little 
Italy, Ridgeley’s Delight, Brooklyn, Curtis 
Bay, Highlandtown, 
Butchers Hill, Federal 
Hill, Fells Point, Patter-
son Park, Otterbein and 
Locust Point. 

As one of eight 
openly gay or lesbian 
members of the Mary-
land state legislature 
– among the highest 
total of any state in the 
u.S. Delega2te Clip-
pinger, along with his 
colleagues in the LGBT 
caucus, spoke passion-
ately on the floor during 
debate last year in sup-
port of the Civil Marriage Protection Act, 
which failed to garner sufficient backing for 
a formal vote. He feels it will be different 
this time around.

On the eve of the 2012 Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly, Del. Clippinger discussed 
his experience as a freshman delegate 
and his hopes for the 2012 session with 
Baltimore OUTloud senior political analyst 
Steve Charing.

steve charing: what was it like be-
ing a Delegate in your first year? 

Luke clippinger: My first year as a Del-
egate was both exciting and disappointing. 
I have enjoyed the opportunity to connect 
people in my district to those people who can 
help them address community challenges. I 
didn’t begin to appreciate the breadth of is-
sues the legislature confronts every year. Ev-
ery day in committee was an opportunity to 
learn more about a different area of the law 
and the challenges Marylanders face every 
day. The failure of both the Gender Identity 
and Marriage Equality legislation, however, 
was the biggest disappointment.

sc: what were your legislative pri-
orities in 2011 and why, and what are 
they this upcoming session?

Lc: In 2011, apart from the Marriage 
Equality and Gender Identity bills, I fo-
cused on different pieces of legislation 
that addressed issues in public safety, in-
creased funding for Baltimore City Public 
Schools, and improved the quality of life 
for people in Baltimore City. However, my 
biggest priority in 2011 was to learn the 

legislative process and the skills neces-
sary to be an advocate for the 46th District 
and Baltimore City in Annapolis. 

I will take those experiences and lessons 
with me into the 2012 session. I will continue 
the fight for Marriage Equality and the Gender 
Identity bill. With the support of State’s Attor-

ney Gregg Bernstein, I 
will introduce legislation 
in the Judiciary com-
mittee that will lower 
the penalty for those 
people who are found 
to possess less than a 
half ounce of marijuana. 
There are over 1,500 
cases of simple pos-
session of marijuana 
in Baltimore’s Circuit 
Court alone. Those cas-
es would remain in the 
lower, District Courts by 
lowering the maximum 
penalty to 90 days in 

jail from a year – saving thousands in court 
costs and thousands of hours of time that 
could be better spent by prosecutors, judges, 
public defenders, police officers, and ordinary 
jurors.

I will also work with Delegate Dana Stein 
to help establish Community Solar projects 
in Maryland. Community Solar would allow 
groups of people to purchase shares in new 
solar panel construction. The people that buy 
into those projects would lower their home 
electricity costs based on the amount of so-
lar power that was generated by the new 
solar panels. Community Solar will broaden 
the availability of solar power to people who 
wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford the con-
struction of solar panels on their home. 

sc: to what do you attribute the fail-
ure of the civil Marriage Protection act 
in the house last session and how could 
we overcome the problem this year?

Lc: At the risk of being simplistic – the 
bill failed because we didn’t have the votes. 
We will overcome that problem with the 
energy and resolve of the Governor, the 
Speaker and all of the different groups that 
make up Marylanders for Marriage Equality. 

sc: to what extent can the new co-
alition fight a referendum should the 
bill pass the house this session? are 
we ready?

Lc: The establishment of Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality is a big step forward 
as we move forward on marriage equality 
legislation in the 2012 session. The work 

Ready to Do Battle

Luke clippinger
photo: Steve Charing

STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE
Mayor

250 City Hall, 100 North Holliday Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

January 2012

A Message from Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake:

It is my sincere pleasure to welcome the 24th annual National Conference on LGBT Equality: 
Creating Change, presented by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, to Baltimore. I am truly 
grateful for the efforts of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force to ensure that everyone can live 
open, fulfilling, and honest lives, free of discrimination and bigotry, as equal partners in the cultural 
and civic life of the great city of Baltimore and throughout the nation.

Diversity is the bedrock upon which we build our society. This conference represents an 
opportunity to celebrate that diversity and acknowledge all that our nation’s LGBT community 
contributes to what makes America special.

I’d like to extend greetings to those attending the conference. While you’re here, I encourage you 
to take the time to meet the people who make this city unique. Visit our colorful neighborhoods, shops, 
and world-class restaurants. January 20-29 marks Baltimore Restaurant Week. In addition to offering 
amazing prix fixe menus, select restaurants have committed to support The Journey Home, Baltimore’s 
10-year plan to make homelessness rare and brief. For more information on Baltimore Restaurant Week 
visit www.baltimorerestaurantweek.com. To learn about The Journey Home, visit www.endinten.org.

Please accept my best wishes for an enriching and successful conference as you renew and 
strengthen your commitment to our shared vision of equality under the law for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
Mayor
Baltimore City

Phone: 410.396.3835 fax: 410.576.9425 e-mail: mayor@baltimorecity.gov

With a year under his belt, Del. Luke Clippinger is confident in 2012

—continued on page 4
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By steve chaRing
A comprehensive bill to protect Baltimore 
County residents from discrimination on 
the basis of “sexual orientation” and “gen-
der identity” will be introduced on January 
17. Both will be added to the 
protected classes already 
included in Article 3, Title 3, 
Subtitle 11 of the Baltimore 
County Code.

According to a report in 
the Perry Hall Patch, Coun-
cilman Tom Quirk, a Demo-
crat from Catonsville, will 
introduce the measure. The 
primary aim of the bill is to 
protect transgender individu-
als in from discrimination in 
employment. “It’s my strong 
belief that the only thing that 
should matter is someone’s 
qualifications for a job,” 
Quirk told the Patch.

But the measure will also offer protec-
tions in housing and public accommoda-
tions, and language will be included that 
provides flexibility for employers to set 

their own rules regarding the use of public 
restrooms. Public accommodations lan-
guage is expected to also include restau-
rants and hotels. The vote is scheduled for 
February 21.

A similar bill was 
passed in Howard County 
in December joining Balti-
more City and Montgom-
ery County as jurisdic-
tions that provide such 
protections in Maryland. 
A statewide bill without 
a “public accommoda-
tions” provision failed in 
the Maryland Senate in 
the 2011 General Assem-
bly after winning a House 
vote for the first time. 
Proponents are expected 
to introduce a bill in the 
2012 legislative session 
that would address “pub-

lic accommodations.”
The inclusion of “sexual orientation” 

is necessary in the county bill because 
the state non-discrimination law that was 

Anti-Bias Bill to be Introduced in Baltimore County

passed in 2001 provided exemptions to 
four counties—Montgomery, Howard, Bal-
timore and Prince George’s. This exemp-
tion gave these counties the authority to 
define which classes are protected accord-
ing to the code of that specific county. If 
the Baltimore County bill is passed, only 
Prince George’s County will not have pro-
tections based on sexual orientation.

“This legislation is long overdue,” Mark 
Patro, President of the Baltimore County 
chapter of PFLAG who has pushed for the 
legislation told Baltimore OUTloud. “When 
Baltimore County Code needs to catch up 
to the policies of the u.S. Marines is says a 
lot about how far we lag behind the times.”

Patro explained that the bill was moti-
vated by the highly publicized attack last 
spring of trans-woman Chrissy Lee Polis at 
a McDonald’s restaurant in the Rosedale 
area of Baltimore County. A woman, Teon-
na Brown, and teenage girl were convicted 
in the assault. Brown received a sentence 
of 10 years of which 5 were suspended. 
The assault was successfully prosecuted 
as a hate crime. t

councilman tom Quirk
photo: Brian P. Sears

of NGLTF or how to use Creating Change to 
advance the agenda of equality in Maryland. 
“I think some of the challenges in planning a 
conference of this magnitude have been re-
laying the types of experiences and feelings 
around the conference in a city that it has 
not been in before,” Mr. Thorn admits. The 
most important thing for people to realize 
is how life changing this event can be.” It is 
important in conveying the experiences that 
individuals will have at this conference. It is 
a unique experience and it can be difficult in 
expressing that some time,” he recalls.

Charm City rarely sees this level of ac-
tivity in the LGBT community in January. 
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake and Gov. 
Martin O’Malley have sent welcome let-
ters to conference attendees. According to 
Ms. Brackett, the mayor will be on hand to 
greet visitors at the conference. The Creat-
ing Change conference promises to begin 
2012 with a bang in Charm City. t

cReating change 
is on its way

– continued from front page

that is being done now is laying down the 
foundation for defending the bill at refer-
endum, if the legislation actually goes to 
referendum. The coalition has field orga-
nizers in key districts. The coalition also 
has the benefit of polling, of media advi-
sors, of people with statewide political ex-
perience, and of a finance committee that 
has already raised a considerable amount 
of money. All of these things – field, poll-
ing, media, experience, finance – are es-
sential parts of a successful campaign 
and they are already in place. We are only 
hampered by those people who do nothing 
other than doubt that we can do this. t

ReaDy to Do BattLe
– continued from front page
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The largest annual gathering of activists, 
organizers and leaders in the LGBT movement

January 25–29, 2012
Hilton Baltimore Maryland
www.CreatingChange.org

Gold & Platinum Conference Sponsors

Opening Keynote Address 
Benjamin Todd Jealous 
President and CEO of the NAACP 

Thursday January 26, 8:00 PM

Build Power  Take Action  Create Change

It’s not just a conference, it’s a powerful organizing moment that 
feeds me and pushes me to build a broad movement for justice.

Alfonso Wenker
Director of Development & Communications,
PFund Foundation, Minneapolis, MN

See you there!
We’re looking for community housing hosts and volunteers. 

If you live in the Baltimore area, go to www.CreatingChange.org 
and look under “Wanna Help?” to volunteer and under “Where to  

Stay” to offer community host housing to a guest.
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UN lists LGBT 
rights abuses for 
the first time
new york city, ny – Nine days after 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton gave a strong address focusing on 
the human rights of LGBT people across 
the globe, the united Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights turned in the 
agency’s inaugural, overarching examina-
tion of violations of rights faced by LGBT 
people across the globe. The December 15 
report cited dozens of examples of failures 
and victories in the protection of LGBT hu-
man rights, pointing to murders and rapes 
in Europe and North America as readily as 
those in Africa and Latin America, but also 
noting positives in less-developed coun-
tries as heartily as it did those in so-called 
“first world” nations.

“The Secretary-General expressed his 
concern in a speech on Human Rights Day 
2010, when he stated: ‘As men and wom-
en of conscience, we reject discrimination 
in general, and in particular discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity,” the report notes in its introduc-
tion. “Where there is a tension between 
cultural attitudes and universal human 
rights, rights must carry the day. Together, 
we seek the repeal of laws that criminal-
ize homosexuality, that permit discrimina-
tion on the basis of sexual orientation or 
gender identity, that encourage violence.’ ”

The report argues that existing human 
rights treaties already cover sexual orien-
tation and gender identity. “The specific 
grounds of discrimination referred to in the 
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights and other human rights treaties 
are not exhaustive. The drafters inten-
tionally left the grounds of discrimination 
open by using the phrase ‘other status.’ 
Sexual orientation and gender identity, like 
disability, age and health status, are not 
explicitly mentioned among the grounds 
listed . . .” However, the report points out 
that the Human Rights Committee ruled 
in 1994 that countries must protect on the 
basis of sexual orientation, and later com-

in Britain. He was sentenced to chemical 
castration. Two years later, Turing killed 
himself by taking cyanide.

 In 2009, then-Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown issued a formal – if belated – apol-
ogy to Turing on behalf of the British gov-
ernment, describing his treatment as ‘hor-
rifying’ and ‘utterly unfair.’ Brown said the 
country owed him a huge debt. Turing is 
also the subject of an online petition call-
ing for a posthumous pardon to quash his 
gross indecency conviction. To mark the 
100th anniversary of Turing’s birth, the 
Turing Centenary Advisory Committee is 
coordinating the Alan Turing year, a year-
long program of events around the world 
honoring Turing’s life and achievements. 
It is well known that Turing was Gay, but 
perhaps not so well known that he was a 
staunch atheist. until he was 18, Turing 
followed the Church of England, like most 
middle-class public school boys. Then his 
first love interest, Christopher Morcom, 
died from bovine tuberculosis contracted 
from drinking raw milk. Turing’s religious 
faith was shattered, and he became a life-
long atheist. (Seattle Gay News – mike an-
drew at Sgn.org)

Gay GOP prez 
candidate focuses 
on NH primary
Manchester, nh – “Fed up with the Re-
publican party?” Fred Karger offers New 
Hampshire primary voters what he calls a 
“moderate” alternative to mainstream Re-
publican candidates for the presidency in 
a new television advertisement playing in 
the Granite State. “Send the Republican 
Party a message. Vote for Fred Karger for 
president,” the commercial continues.

The openly gay candidate is painting 
himself as “the only moderate Republican 
running for president,” emphasizing his 
pro-choice stance on abortion rights, his 
support of legalized same-sex marriage, 
and his desire to remove u.S. troops from 
Afghanistan “now.” 
Karger hopes these 
views – admittedly 
less conservative 
than that of his oth-
er Republican op-
ponents – will help 
him woo voters on 
the fence. “I realize 
if people are mad – 
which they are at the Republican Party, 
and I think a big chunk of the 42 percent 
of independents have left the Republican 
Party because of the tea party and the 

mittee decisions upheld that view. It said, 
“Violence against LGBT persons tends to 
be especially vicious compared to other bi-
as-motivated crimes,” and cites at least 31 
murders of LGBT people in an 18-month 
period in Honduras, and a Jamaican man 
who was stabbed and stoned by a mob at 
the urging of police officers. It also noted 
reports of anti-lesbian violence, ranging 
from rape and forced pregnancy to mur-
der, in El Salvador, Kyrgyzstan and South 
Africa.(Gay People’’ chronicle – anthony 
Glassman at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Washington gov 
endorses same-sex 
marriage  
olympia, wa – In a spirited and impas-
sioned speech, Governor Chris Gregoire 
publicly supported legalizing same-sex 
marriage in Washington State. Although 
she previously supported efforts to expand 
the state’s current law on domestic partner 

rights for LGBT 
couples, this was 
the first time she 
came out in sup-
port of full mar-
riage equality, go-
ing so far as to say 

that she would be the one to introduce the 
bill in the next legislative session.

‘It’s time. It’s the right thing to do,’ Gre-
goire told a room crowded with reporters, 
LGBT advocates, and supporters of same-
sex marriage who came from as far away 
as Spokane and Vancouver, Washington 
to witness the speech. ‘Some say domes-
tic partnerships are the same as marriage,’ 
she said. ‘That’s a version of the discrimi-
natory ‘separate but equal’ argument of the 
past.’ ‘Our gay and lesbian families face 
the same hurdles as heterosexual families: 
making ends meet, choosing what school 
to send their kids to, finding someone to 
grow old with, standing in front of friends 
and family, and making a lifetime commit-
ment,’ Gregoire said. ‘For all couples, a 
state marriage license is very important. It 
gives them the right to enter into a mar-
riage contract in which their legal interests, 
and those of their children, if any, are pro-
tected by well-established civil law.’ 

For many of the nearly 19,000 people 
registered as domestic partners in Wash-
ington, it is not enough. They want to get 
married, and they want to get married now. 
For many LGBT advocates in Washington 
state, the governor’s endorsement of Gay 
marriage is seen as a key piece in secur-
ing marriage equality in the Evergreen 

State in 2012. Gregoire’s announcement 
was met with loud applause from gay 
rights groups present in her conference 
room. Washington united for Marriage, the 
broad statewide coalition of organizations, 
congregations, unions, and business as-
sociations working to obtain civil marriage 
for lesbian and gay couples in Washington 
state in 2012, applauded Gregoire for her 
landmark comments and endorsement of 
marriage equality. If the bill were passed, 
the opposition would then have time to 
gather signatures for a referendum seek-
ing to overturn the measure and opponents 
of gay marriage are already gearing up for 
a fight. ‘Marriage is about procreation,’ 
State Senator Dan Swecker, a Republican 
representing Centralia, said. ‘Marriage is 
about producing and providing for the next 
generation. That’s only done between one 
man and one woman.’ And it isn’t just Re-
publicans who are against marriage equal-
ity. Senator Tim Sheldon, a Democrat rep-
resenting Potlatch (who supported a ban 
on same-sex marriage more than a decade 
ago), said he still is opposed. (Seattle Gay 
News – Shaun Knittel at Sgn.org)

British honor 
Alan Turing with 
postal stamp 
London, UK – Gay mathematician Alan 
Turing will be honored with a commemo-
rative stamp to be issued in February, the 
British government announced January 
2. This year marks the centenary of his 
birth. Turing played a key role in the team 
that cracked the 
German Enig-
ma code during 
World War II, and 
he went on to 
help create the 
world’s first com-
puter. He is one 
of 10 people cho-
sen for the Royal 
Mail’s Britons of Distinction stamp series.

Among information Turing’s group 
was able to provide was advance warn-
ing of German air raids during the Battle 
of Britain, and operational details of Ger-
man forces in North Africa and Sicily. Al-
though Winston Churchill later said the 
intelligence gleaned from cracking Enigma 
won the war for the Allies, and Turing was 
awarded an OBE (Order of the British Em-
pire), he did not live long to enjoy his fame. 
In 1952, he was convicted of ‘gross inde-
cency,’ the legal term for Gay sex at a time 
when same-sex relations were still illegal 

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyonD the BeLtway

gov. chris gregoire

alan turing

Fred Karger
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British company 
marketing ‘Viagra 
in a condom’
London, UK – A new condom that aims to 
enhance erections has been developed by 
u.K. drug-maker Futura Medical Plc. Durex 
condoms made by partner Reckitt Benck-
iser Group Plc will contain a dose of Futu-
ra’s Zanifil gel inside the tip, boosting blood 
flow within the penis. The product results in 
firmer, larger and longer-lasting erections for 
men who may find wearing condoms chal-
lenging, according to Futura. “It’s essentially 
Viagra in a condom,” said a spokesperson. It 
has been approved for sale in 29 countries 

but not 
current ly 
in the 
u.S. It is 
expected 
to be in 
stores in 
E u r o p e 
next year

Futura is also developing a topical 
spray that helps delay ejaculation, which is 
due to hit u.S. stores next year through a 
partnership with Australian condom-maker 
Ansell (ANN). unlike Pfizer Inc.’s Viagra, 
the condom with Zanifil will be available 
without a doctor’s prescription. Pfizer, 
the world’s biggest drugmaker, has sold 
the Viagra pill as a treatment for erectile 
dysfunction since 1998. That drug, which 
boosts blood flow in the penis, had 2010 
sales of $1.9 billion. 

Forty percent of condoms are pur-
chased by women, and the marketing ma-
terials need to strike the right balance be-
tween men’s and women’s attitudes about 
sex, he said. “If the packaging says it will 
give you a bigger penis, and a woman 
gives it to a man, it might cause a reac-
tion, like ‘What, you’re saying my penis 
is small?’” said a spokesperson. “This 
area does have sensitivities. Positioning 
is critical.” t (http://www.bloomberg.com/
news/2011-12-07/-viagra-in-a-condom-
may-make-u-k-s-futura-a-target-of-reckitt-
benckiser.html)

nected to a professional association whose 
accrediting powers require that their codes 
be followed. The court also found their re-
quirement of the remediation plan to be 
“viewpoint-neutral,” and thus not unconsti-
tutional. (Gay People’s chronicle’s anthony 
Glassman at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Students support 
teacher appearing 
in gay porn
Malden, Ma – Last month, Fox Channel 25 
ran an oily investigative report and “exposé” 
on Kevin Hogan, the recently hired head of 
the English department (and crew coach) 
at Mystic Valley Regional Charter School in 
Malden. Hogan did some second-tier gay 
skank porn in 2010, prior to beginning his 
teaching career anywhere, much less at 
Mystic Valley. Nonetheless, an anonymous 
tipster fed Channel 25 the story and they ran 
with it for a story so over-the-top stupid the 
viewer might expect Hogan to sprout horns 
and breath fire.

 By all accounts Hogan has been an ex-
cellent teacher and coach, but that did not 

stop some par-
ents and school 
admin is t ra to rs 
from overreact-
ing and placing 
him on paid leave 
while the school 
“ inves t iga tes . ” 
Wouldn’t it be fun 
to be a fly on the 
wall in the meet-
ing where they 
watch his films.

At first blush, 
one could think 
that Hogan 
should have 
known better. But 
really none of this 

matters. What matters is whether he is a good 
teacher, a good coach, and a good person – 
qualities one cannot possibly ascertain based 
on whether he was in a porn film. If we are 
going to start ferreting out relevant examples 
of whether teachers exhibit bad judgment in 
their personal lives, better to know whether 
they hunt small animals, abuse their wives 
or children, or think Rush Limbaugh makes 
sense. It is a good sign then that the students 
at his school are rallying overwhelmingly be-
hind Hogan, proving once again that some-
times the children really do lead adults who 
cannot seem to unlearn the untruths instilled 
in their heads about sex. (Bay Windows – Jeff 
epperly at Baywindows.com)

rightward movement – that I will be that 
protest vote,”

 Karger told the Keene Sentinel in De-
cember. “I want to let New Hampshire vot-
ers know that if they are not happy with 
the other seven Republicans running for 
president that there is one sensible, mod-
erate candidate in the race,” Karger says 
in his new television ad. Karger has been 
spending his time in New Hampshire going 
door-to-door trailed by a bagpiper, handing 
out Frisbees reading, “Fred Who?”, and 
recently released a memoir discussing his 
sexual orientation, the Sentinel reported. 
(Bay Windows – Hannah clay Wareham at 
Baywindows.com)

Mass. US senate 
candidate Warren 
supports gay rights 
Boston, Ma – united States Senate hope-
ful Elizabeth Warren in a Dec. 15 blog post 
on Blue Mass Group announced her sup-
port of LGBT rights, including legalized 
same-sex marriage, anti-discrimination 
legislation, and programs that combat bul-
lying. “I’ve had the chance to say it in liv-
ing rooms and school auditoriums, but I’m 
glad to have the chance to say it here,” 
Warren wrote. “No one – no one – should 
be discriminated against because of race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression, 
or religion.”

Warren lauded the passage of the 
Transgender Equal Rights Bill and the re-
peal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT), the 
military’s ban on gay men and lesbians 
serving openly. She made clear in the post, 
however, that the work for full equality is 
by no means finished. “We’ve made ex-
traordinary progress, but there is still much 
to do,” Warren wrote, specifying a repeal 
of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 
– which bans federal recognition of same-
sex marriage – passage of a fully inclusive 
Employee Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), 
and safer school environments for students 
who identify or are perceived to be LGBT.

“This week, Elizabeth Warren an-
nounced her support for marriage equal-
ity; repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act, 
which discriminates against married same-
sex couples; passage of the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act with full protections 
for transgender residents; safe schools for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) youth; and full support for LGBT 
families,” MassEquality Executive Direc-
tor Kara Suffredini said. “These positions 
are consistent with the history of the uS 

Senate seat for which she is running, as 
well as the values of Massachusetts vot-
ers. Her thoughtful and comprehensive po-
sitions raise the bar on support for LGBT 
equality for every candidate in the race. 
(Bay Windows Hannah clay Wareham at 
Baywindows.com)

Student counselor 
can’t push beliefs 
on gay clients
atlanta, ga – A federal appellate court re-
jected an appeal from a counseling gradu-
ate student who claimed that forcing her to 
work with LGBT students violated her First 
Amendment right to freedom of religion. 
Jennifer Keeton was going for a masters 
degree in educational counseling, but re-
fused to abide by American Counseling As-
sociation ethics guidelines, which requires 
prospective counselors be trained to work 
with people of differing views without foist-
ing the counselor’s opinions on them.

Keeton was a student at Augusta 
(Geogria) State university, but before be-
ginning her practicum, where she would 
work one-on-one with clients, she made it 
clear that her Christian beliefs conflicted 
with the requirements to treat clients with-
out imposing her own beliefs, which include 
that “sexual behavior is the result of person-
al choice for which individuals are account-
able, not inevitable deterministic forces; 
that gender is fixed and binary (i.e., male 
or female), not a social construct or per-
sonal choice subject to individual change; 
and that homosexuality is a ‘lifestyle,’ not 
a ‘state of being.’ She told professors and 
classmates that she believed LGBT people 
suffered from identity confusion and she 
would try to convert gay students to hetero-
sexuality. She said she would tell clients it 
is not OK to be gay and morally wrong.

School administrators viewed these and 
other incidents as an expressed intent to vio-
late provisions of the American Counseling 
Association’s Code of Ethics; they asked her 
to participate in a remediation program so 
that she could comply with the ethics code 
before beginning her practicum. The ACA 
ethics code, administrators argued, required 
them to try to enlighten Keeton as to why she 
should not impose her own beliefs on her cli-
ents. The three-judge panel of the appeals 
court cited cases positing that the power to 
restrict free speech “depends on the nature 
of the relevant forum,” and that the Coun-
seling Education Program at ASu was not 
a public forum that guarantees free speech. 
Instead it was a private forum reserved for 
“a supervised learning experience,” con-

BeyonD the BeLtway

These news notes have been compiled from the on 

line version of various newspapers and other web 

sites. We thank those publications that have allowed 

us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports 

have been significantly edited and you can read the 

full story by going to the web site mentioned following 

the item. comments are strictly the opinions of Jim 

Becker and not of Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

Kevin hogan
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The transgender community has everything 
at stake with this year’s gender identity bill. 
It will not enjoy support in the transgender 
community if the sponsors or other legisla-
tors strip public accommodations from the 
bill. Last year Equality Maryland supported 
a bill stripped of public accommodations. 
After years of supporting a comprehensive 
bill, they tried a compromised approach, 
and it did not work. It angered much of the 
transgender community.

After last year’s legislative session, 
ended Equality Maryland was wounded by 
the defeat of both the gender identity bill 
and the marriage equality bill. It was finan-
cially weakened and structurally weakened 

as board members resigned and the Ex-
ecutive Director was fired. The organiza-
tion may be smaller in staff and in dollars 
than it was in the past, but it morally stron-
ger than before. Today their board is com-
prised of a culturally and so-
cially diverse membership. 
In my view, the new execu-
tive director, Carrie Evans, 
is much more “of the people” 
than her predecessor. 

Similarly, Equality Mary-
land has taken the lead, 
through the efforts of their 
field organizer for gen-
der equality issues, Owen 
Smith, in working with the 
police department and the 
department of corrections 
in working to improve the 
lives of transgender citizens 
through harm reduction and 
improved communication of 
transgender issues. 

Gender Rights Maryland grew quickly 
after the end of last year’s session to be-
come a potent force in the fight for equali-
ty. Baltimore OUTloud has been proud that 
their members have contributed articles 
to keep the public informed of the ongo-
ing efforts for transgender rights. We are 
pleased that they have pushed for a com-

prehensive bill this year that will include 
public accommodations.

In my view, the success of the Howard 
County gender rights legislation would not 
have occurred so easily without PFLAG, 

most significantly, the 
parents of transchil-
dren. Arguably, this has 
been the year of the 
transchild. For that rea-
son, the involvement 
of the national PFLAG 
organization comes 
as a welcome help to 
the Maryland effort to 
achieve transgender 
equality. 

Still, there are those 
that would strip public 
accommodations from 
the bill for the sake of 
political expediency. 
Some call it “strategy,” 
as though there can be 

a strategic advantage in making a girl like 
me pee in a room with men. Well, baby, I 
got news for you, I will not allow it to pass 
that way.

That is not to say there isn’t room for 
compromise and discussion. Baltimore 
OUTloud columnist Cathy Brennan speaks 
well to the issue of female safety in plac-

es that are distinctly private or personal. 
Some people in the transgender commu-
nity are displeased with her stance, and I 
get that. I used to feel the same way. Nev-
ertheless, as a transwoman, and therefore 
a woman, I want to be safe too. I consider 
her a friend who is looking out for my per-
sonal safety. 

Baltimore OUTloud is committed to 
allowing a full range of opinion on these 
matters throughout the legislative session. 
There may be times when my column ap-
pears on the same page with someone 
who has an opposite view. Outside of the 
City Desk, the public’s right to be informed 
supersedes my personal opinion. 

As far as I am concerned my fight for 
gender equality follows the theme of the 
song “All or nothing at all,” if it’s love there 
ain’t no in-between. 

In a recent meeting, activist a long-time 
HIV/AIDS and trans* rights activist, Jean-
Michel Brevelle said that he was “not will-
ing to suck up the scraps of whatever the 
privileged are willing to throw us,” summing 
up the belief of the majority of us in sixteen 
words. The majority of us will not allow a bill 
to pass that compromises our humanity as 
less than another’s humanity. It is not going 
to happen. “Why begin then cry, for some-
thing that might have been. No I’d rather, 
rather have nothing at all….” t

All or 
Nothing at All
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2012: Not 
for the Faint 
of Heart
The confetti from New year’s Eve has long 
been swept up, and as we open our new 
2012 calendars – the ones that charities 
routinely send us – we notice that each 
month contains a majestic photo of an ex-
quisite landscape from around the u.S. It’s 
nice but the political landscape nationally 
and here in Maryland promises to be any-
thing but serene and beautiful. Rather we 
should brace ourselves because calendar 
year 2012 is going to be ugly.

Bruising presidential campaign 
We are less than ten months away from 

either re-electing Barack Obama or we will 
decide that his opponent should reside in 
the White House for the next four years. 
And that opponent, barring a miracle, will 
be Mitt Romney. 

Based on the tried and true funda-
mentals; i.e. ability to raise money, orga-
nization and name recognition, needed 
to carry out such a campaign, it would be 
a major surprise if anyone but Mitt Rom-
ney emerges as Obama’s foe. Assuming 
no credible third-party candidate surfaces 
leaving the stage to the two principals, this 
campaign will be tantamount to extreme 
cage fighting.

The Republican faithful will hold their 
noses and nominate the former Massa-
chusetts governor. His strength: the myth 
that he fostered that he is the only can-
didate who is “electable” against Obama 
whom the GOP loathes. 

Whether he possesses sufficient true 
conservative values or not, Romney is 
the darling of the so-called establishment. 
And as the Tea Party’s influence wanes, 
the establishment should win out. The ul-
timate motivation will be to defeat Obama, 
and Republican dogma may have to take a 
back seat. But in an effort to shore up his 
conservative bona fides, expect more anti-
LGBT salvos from Romney especially his 

desire for a constitutional amendment de-
fining marriage as between one man and 
one woman.

Because of the Supreme Court’s ruling 
that opens the door to unlimited campaign 
contributions that can be made to political 
action committees (PACs), both opponents 
will have the cash to slug it out big time. 
Contributors to these PACs can remain 
anonymous and they will be completely 
legal if the PACs do not coordinate with 
the official campaign. We witnessed the ef-
fects of PAC money when Romney’s PAC 
obliterated his one-time feared opponent, 
Newt Gingrich in Iowa.

For his part, Obama has the resources 
(including PACs) to counter Romney and 
the assaults from his PACs. Team Obama 
has already made it clear that they want 
this election to be a choice between two 
candidates and not a referendum of the 
past four years. In other words, they will 
surely run a negative campaign against the 
presumed nominee, Romney. And if history 
has taught us anything, the Republicans 
will stop at nothing 
to use smear and 
fear to win elections. 

The back-and-
forth will be strident 
and personal, so get 
used to the muck.

Do or die 
in annapolis
As scenic as An-

napolis is as a city, 
the 430th Legislative 
Session of the Mary-
land General As-
sembly that had just begun promises to be 
unsightly. While the state’s budget deficit 
will highlight the session, marriage equal-
ity and gender identity protections will be 
on the docket.

Marriage equality advocates were short 
by a couple of votes in the House of Del-
egates last year following passage in the 
Senate. A new organization – Maryland-
ers for Marriage Equality – is going to lead 
the fight this time around. It is comprised 
of the ACLu of Maryland, Human Rights 
Campaign, Progressive Maryland, SEIu 
1199, NAACP – Baltimore chapter, Nation-
al Black Justice Coalition, Family Equality 
Council, PFLAG, Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council, Maryland Faith for Equality, 
Maryland NOW, Catholics for Equality and 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.

The coalition is building a statewide 
grassroots organization – which includes 
weekly phone banks, post card drops, and 
letter-writing campaigns – to ensure state 
legislators hear from their constituents. 

In addition, they have produced videos 

consisting of 
elected officials 
and entertainers 
in an attempt to 
win over Mary-
landers to pres-
sure lawmakers 
to pass the bill 
and to hold off a 
guaranteed ref-
erendum battle 
should the bill pass and be signed into law. 
And they have the support of Governor 
O’Malley who made passage a legislative 
priority and promised to be more visible 
during the debate.

Should the bill be petitioned to refer-
endum, the ongoing battle will be discor-
dant and emotional. Will Marylanders for 
Marriage Equality come up with enough 
resources to fend it off? That’s the multi-
million dollar question.

It is almost do or die, however, for the 
coalition to come through this session. In 
no way would the issue of same-sex mar-

riage be taken 
up next year in 
the legislature 
or in 2014 as 
lawmakers are 
loathe to run 
with a hot but-
ton issue such 
as this on a bal-
lot. Should the 
law pass this 
year and the 
referendum to 
defeat it holds 
up, it would re-

quire a court action, such as what’s hap-
pening on California’s Prop 8 situation, to 
overturn the referendum results. And there 
would be a lot of finger-pointing as well.

The gender identity non-discrimination 
bill will also cause a stir in the legislature. 
It passed the House last session but be-
cause of maneuvering by Senate President 
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, it failed to come up 
for a vote in the Senate. Last time, “public 
accommodations” were struck from the lan-
guage to improve its chances of passage. 
This time it is expected to be included.

But if a “public accommodations” provi-
sion is stripped as was the case last year 
and more recently in Massachusetts, some 

thinKing oUt LoUD

Steve Charing
Spoken

OUT

in the local trans-
gender community 
will oppose the bill 
– a controversy that 
will also contribute 
to the foul politi-
cal climate. In 2011 
transgender activ-
ists were up in arms 
over the stripped 
provision banning 

discrimination against transgender per-
sons in the area of public accommodations 
and made that opposition clear to lawmak-
ers.

Nonetheless, like marriage equality, 
the gender identity measure has some mo-
mentum behind it. The worldwide video of a 
beating of a trans-woman in a local McDon-
alds underscored the need for legal protec-

tions for transgender individuals. Moreover, 
a legislative victory in Howard County re-
cently occurred, which joined Baltimore 
City and Montgomery County as jurisdic-
tions that have comprehensive protections 
in place. An additional jurisdiction in Mary-
land is poised to enact similar protections. 
These should help gain a statewide law.

With the Dream Act and the Marriage 
bill expected to be on the 2012 ballot, it is 
questionable if opponents of gender iden-
tity protections will follow that route. Re-
gardless, advocates, who are led by a new 
organization, Gender Rights Maryland, 
must be ready for the potential onslaught.

Whether it is the national presidential 
campaign or the expected battles in Mary-
land, the landscape will not be like those 
portrayed on calendars. t

Steve charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
Stevecharing.blogspot.com. 

“Assuming no 
credible third-party 
candidate surfaces 
leaving the stage to 
the two principals, 
this campaign will be 
tantamount to extreme 
cage fighting.”
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Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

For all of my adult life, I’ve self- identified 
as a “gay activist.” I became politicized 
while attending a Jesuit university in New 
york City, where I worked in a progressive 
students’ organization and loosely affiliat-
ed with the newly emerging gay students’ 
organization. The virulent homophobia of 
other students on the campus politicized 
me and made me a dedicated advocate for 
all things gay (remind me to tell you about 
the time I asked my dad to pick up a crate 
of condoms for me during finals at Gay 
Men’s Health Crisis).

A funny thing has happened, though, 
since the halcyon days of the 1990s. Despite 
aligning with the LGBT movement and its 
“goals” for much of my adult activist life, I’ve 
been consistently disappointed in how gay 
men – as a group – seem unable or unwilling 
to take on female-specific concerns. A lesbian 
who voices a female-specific concern, be it 
concern about initiatives that reinforce sex 
stereotypes or the fact that a gay organiza-
tion’s board is top-heavy with men, is quickly 
silenced and shamed.

usually, this occurs in the most blatant 
of ways – “oh, she hates men, she’s a les-
bian.” Other times, the marginalization is 
more subtle and occurs in whisper cam-
paigns – or now, in snarky Facebook post-
ings about “radical lesbian feminists.” Time 
and time again, I’ve seen it happen to les-
bian activists who bring a female-specific 
point of view to the LGBT Agenda.

The brick wall of male domination in the 
gay movement begs the question of “Why 
bother?” Why do lesbians bother with the 
LGBT movement? In Maryland, what are 
the agenda items of the LGBT movement 
that benefit females specifically that Equality 
Maryland supports? EQMD’s website shows 
work on the bread-and-butter issues of the 
movement. Hate crimes? Check. Marriage? 
Check. HIV/AIDS? Check.

Where are the female-specific issues? 
The National Organization for Women notes 
that females comprise over 47% of the labor 
force in Maryland, yet employers continue to 
deny equal opportunity on the basis of sex 
alone. Females working full-time earn about 
73¢ for every dollar men earn. Despite the 

fact that females work in nearly equal num-
bers to males, we have not realized economic 
equality. Why doesn’t the LGBT Movement 
care about this? 

Female health concerns also differ from 
male issues – yet I haven’t seen any organiz-
ing by EQMD on the health issues specific to 
females (which, of course, includes lesbians). 
The two biggest risk factors for breast can-
cer are 1) being females and 2) aging. Being 
overweight, especially after menopause, and 
drinking alcohol increase risk. Females who 
have not had children or breast-fed, have not 
used oral contraceptives, or are older when 
they first give birth are also more likely to de-
velop breast cancer. All of these factors are 
far more likely to affect lesbians and bisex-
ual females. We have known this for years, 
but do we educate the females in the LGBT 
community about this? Chase-Brexton does. 
EQMD and the GLCCB apparently don’t. 
Good enough?

What of family law issues? Females are 
more likely to live in poverty then males, 
placing us at a disadvantage when we seek 
redress in court stemming from a custody or 
other family law dispute. The double whammy 
of being female and lesbian means a disad-
vantage in court. Although legal resources 
exist for low-income lesbians, these resourc-
es are few and far between, and only recently 
created. Can we put these issues front and 
center in the LGBT agenda? Why aren’t we 
doing this?

The LGBT agenda seems wholly unin-
terested in lesbian concerns. Lesbians suffer 
disproportionately from the negative effects 
of sex stereotyping. yet, a cornerstone item 
of the LGBT agenda is to enact legislation to 
ban discrimination based on “gender identity,” 
a theory that turns the notion of sex stereo-
types on its head and elevates them to the 
level of one’s identity. We have come a long 
way from the “Free to be you and me” days, 
which, by the way, was a feminist project of 
the Ms. Foundation. These days, the LGBT 
Movement and some people of trans identity 
would rather tell lesbians that they are bigots 
for not wanting to date or sleep with trans-
women with penises.

Really? The LGBT movement thinks it 
should tell lesbians whom we should date? 
Shouldn’t bodily integrity – the ability to do 
what one wants with one’s own body – be an 
essential cornerstone of Female Liberation?

Lesbian participation in the LGBT 
movement has dropped precipitously, and 
no wonder – the LGBT movement pushes 
an agenda that does not serve female-spe-
cific interests. So what can politically inter-
ested and aware lesbians do? We can con-
tinue to labor in the vineyard to advance 
agenda items that do not help us. We can 
look the other way while our interests are 
not served. Or, we can envision a move-
ment that serves us, for a change. t

Organizing For 
Our Lives
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While watching the Republican presiden-
tial debates, I think about Archie Bunker, 
the laughable bigot featured in the 80’s 
sitcom “All in the Family”. I marvel at the 
GOP presidential candidates. The Re-
publican field is littered with malcontents, 
adulterers, conspiracy theorists, racists, 
homophobes and of course, pizza sales 
people. All of these folks have some sort 
of political acumen, which has helped them 
ascend to their respective positions in the 
party. The one thing that seems to draw 
them together is their disdain for gay folks 
and at some level, their prejudice against 
people of color and immigrants. I am very 
surprised how the GOP moder-
ates have allowed their party to 
be taken over by Christian evan-
gelical bigots.

I could go on forever about 
quotes from various Republi-
can candidates spouting weird 
and intolerant philosophies. 
From Newt’s claim of gay hate of the Ro-
man Catholic Church to Santorum’s com-
parisons of gay marriage to polygamy and 
bestiality, the list of the ridiculous goes on 
with no end in sight. Candidate insinuation 
about “Blacks on welfare” and advice on 
how to move from “welfare check to pay 
check” pepper speeches on the campaign 
trail. Herman Cain even claimed he was 
not African American, as he has no con-
nection to Africa! The sad thing is that 
the candidates are taking this route in 
response to the voters they are courting. 
Somehow, they have picked up that the 
hard-core GOP voters believe this dribble. 
The hard core GOPers believe Obama is 

the “welfare president”. They believe that 
Obama is the president of the “other”: 
Blacks, gays, Latinos, Asians, women, 
and the non-white immigrants. “We want 
our country back!” is the constant refrain... 
who do they want it back from?

On some level, these largely white, dis-
affected folks feel they have lost the America 
of Ward and June Cleaver. The Blacks have 
forgotten their place. The gays have moved 
out of the closet and next to them. The non-
white immigrants are now everywhere, no 
longer confined to cities like New york or 
Los Angeles. How can America remain “#1” 
when the other is allowed to leave their white 
privilege-created boxes and pigpens?

ultimately, the GOP candidates are 
playing the politics of fear. These bigotry 
fueled campaigns are based in fear, dis-
trust and blame. The Republican masses 
are not interested in the missteps of the 
previous administration, which have led 
the country to this point. They are not in-
terested in truly exploring ways to revive 
the economy, education and civil life. The 
GOP masses want to blame the President 
for the nation’s decline while retarding any 
progress that might be made by reaching 

across the aisle and working to-
gether.

Taking the “WWJD” (what would 
Jesus do) acronym as a joke, voting 
Republicans are supporting people 
who hate the poor and marginalize 
the working classes. With the help 
of FOX News and Rupert Murdock’s 

newspapers of mayhem, GOP die-hards 
have unwittingly become brainwashed to 
work against their own self-interest. Ho-
mophobia, xenophobia and racism are con-
venient distractions from the pressing issues 
that are threatening to undermine the social 
and economic fabric of this nation.

Our nation is at the crossroads. Our 
future is on the line. Do we move forward, 
marching proudly in the dawn of the 21st 
century or do we cower in the face of the 
politics of fear? The 20th century gave us 
explicit examples of what happens when 
good people do nothing. The world demands 
agents of change. Are you ready? t

Find out more at creatingchange.org.

A Bigot’s Bigot 

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

By shaRon BRacKett
a look at how creating change 2012 has 
been a personal catalyst for one activist.
Late last spring I attended a host com-
mittee meeting of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force’s Creating Change 
conference. Little did I realize how much 
that would create a series of ripple effects 
in my life and the goals I would have for 
much of 2011 and moving on into 2012. 
At this meeting, there was a call for vol-
unteers to help steer the event and in par-
ticular for a couple more 
folks to take on the role 
of host committee Co-
chair, joining Matt Thorn 
and Rev. Sam Offer who 
had already committed. 
At the urging of another, I 
decided to toss my name 
in for consideration. Little 
did I know what impact 
that would have on me in 
coming months.

Eventually myself, 
and Rev. Mother Meredith 
Moise, were selected by 
the NGLTF to complete 
the co-chair roles. Being 
that I had never attended 
a Creating Change con-
ference and that I was a 
relative newcomer to the 
greater LGBT community, I was excited 
and terrified at the same time. This was 
certainly the case as the four of us gath-
ered for our first planning meeting in late 
June. I had known Matt previously. Sam 
and Meredith were unknowns to me. 

I found myself in a special role in this 
group. I was the “T” in this LGBT party. I 
decided at that time that I needed to make 
sure it was indeed a capital “T”. I saw that 
this would be a chance for me, and the rest 
of my community, to get to know these oth-
er leaders and connect more readily with 
the LBG part of our community and in par-
ticular the community of color in Baltimore. 
As the white suburbanite, I felt I needed to 
work to connect to these people so I might 
have them know me and my world every bit 
as much as I would need to learn of theirs, 
and there was much to learn, from all par-
ties.

That is the beauty of this for me. I would 
have one-on-one conversations with my 
co-chairs, not only about the conference, 
but also on almost any topic of interest in 
our greater LGBT community. Moreover, 
they got a chance to have better under-
standing of what being trans is about and 
what our challenges are. We all learned 

from each other by having frank dialogs 
about many subjects including orientation 
vs. identity, love, partners and marriage, 
assumptions and misconceptions, and of 
course race and prejudice in all forms. It 
was a marvelous crucible for us to explore 
and get to know each other. I can say with 
certainty that clear, deep, and earnest 
friendships have come of this, and I know 
my horizons are broader as a result.

While on this road I met their “people” 
and they mine. In addition, the mutual re-

spect and admiration that 
developed over these 
months has cemented 
those relationships into 
true friendships as well. 
So it was no surprise 
that when we celebrated 
TransParent Day in No-
vember that my co-chairs, 
and many of their commu-
nity in Baltimore, showed 
up to support mine. On 
the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance Rev. Offer 
asked me to speak at his 
church, and in doing so I 
found myself surrounded 
by warmth, allies, friends 
and supporters. A refresh-
ing thing of wonder and 
delight for this “white girl” 

from the suburbs.
Now the conference is upon us. It is 

a great thing for Baltimore and Maryland 
that it is here, and here right now. We 
have the confluence of the conference, 
our legislative session, a season where 
the rights of our community will be in play 
in Annapolis, and a governor who has ex-
plicitly stated those rights are a priority. It 
is a perfect mélange, with perfect timing. 
The conference will bring thousands of 
open minds to one place for communion. 
Tools will be honed, ideas exchanged, in-
spirations developed and actions planned. 
I hope to gather as much from the event 
as I have in this half year of working on 
preparing for it; perhaps even more. If you 
want to share in this feeling and energy 
please come to the conference, I am told 
that it is contagious. 

I intend to go on Creating Change in 
our community, be it city, county or state. 
The real message here is so can you. Par-
ticipate in what is going on. Learn to dialog 
with others. All you have to do is decide to 
make a difference and you too can Create 
Change. t

Sharon Brackett is the creating change 
2012 – host committee co-chair

Changing Me, Changing Maryland

sharon Brackett

oPinion
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GENDER RIGHTS MARyLAND

By DR. Dana BeyeR
It is now 2012. There are now 16 states 
plus the District of Columbia that protect 
trans and gender non-conforming people 
from discrimination, covering nearly half 
the American population.

For all intents and purposes, as a result 
of the federal court decisions in the sixth, 
DC, and the recent blockbuster opinion 
from the 11th (Alabama!) Circuit, trans and 
gender non-conforming people are free and 
equal citizens of these united States, a pro-
tected class subject to heightened scrutiny, 
against whom any discrimination is simple 
sex discrimination.

Three Maryland jurisdic-
tions, and possibly soon a fourth, 
will have their own protections, 
bringing those protected in the 
state to nearly half as well.

And in spite of all this, and 
the changes being made in the federal gov-
ernment and its agencies, 

And the new chicness of the trans 
population in the media and entertainment 
fields, as evidenced with the attention paid 
to Chaz Bono, and the programs on trans 
children from Anderson Cooper, Oprah and 
Barbara Walters, and the formal changes 
coming this year to the American Psychi-
atric Association, following on the heels of 
the AMA and the American Psychological 
Association, and the now overwhelming 
consensus position of the medical com-
munity that being trans is a biological phe-
nomenon, and not a mental illness, and the 
growing support for trans diversity among 
50% of Fortune 500 companies, more than 
half of which provide trans health care.

In Montgomery County, Maryland, the 
bluest of all our counties, a small group of 
fundamentalist extremists simply are un-
able to let go of their fear and hate. The 
Citizens for a Responsible Government 
are now whining to the state ethics com-

mission about the Montgomery County 
Ethics Commission. They are filing charg-
es against them because they lost their 
battle to overturn the Montgomery County 
gender identity law of 2007, and then they 
lost their campaign to punish those who 
supported the law, and four years later, 
they still haven’t gotten over it and moved 
on. Never mind that all their fear monger-
ing never came to pass. It has never come 
to pass anywhere in this country. 

So as we enter this upcoming session 
let’s remember who our real enemies are. 
And, no, they are not simply religious funda-
mentalists. They are the hate and fear based 

on ignorance that propel 
those fundamentalists. 

Last week, after com-
paring the gay community 
to the Klan, the Chicago 
archbishop offered an 

apology, to which our civil rights opponents 
should pay heed:

“I am truly sorry for the hurt my remarks 
have caused,” Chicago Archbishop Cardi-
nal Francis George said in an interview 
with the Chicago Tribune. “Particularly be-
cause we all have friends or family mem-
bers who are gay and lesbian. This has 
evidently wounded a good number of peo-
ple. I have family members myself who are 
gay and lesbian, so it’s part of our lives. So 
I’m sorry for the hurt. When I was talking I 
was speaking out of fear that I have for the 
church’s liberty and I was reaching for an 
analogy which was very inappropriate for 
which I’m sorry. I didn’t realize the impact 
of what I was saying... Sometimes fear is a 
bad motivation.”

These people are afraid, of us and 
their gay and lesbian neighbors and fam-
ily members whom they still cannot bring 
themselves to acknowledge. They need 
help to overcome those fears.

It is 2012. It’s time. t

Let’s Keep Our Eyes on the Prize
By PatRicK woJahn 
On January 11th, the 2012 Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly will convene. The ensu-
ing three months will likely be filled with 
a roller coaster ride of highs and lows for 
the LGBT community in Maryland, as we 
fight to pass two key bills that would se-
cure rights that other Marylanders take for 
granted – the right for same-sex couples 
to get a marriage license, and the right for 
transgender individuals to be free of dis-
crimination in housing, employment and 
public accommodations.

On the one hand, we have a better 
chance of passing these bills than ever be-
fore. Last year, both of these bills received 
favorable votes in all of their Committee 
hearings, and passed successfully through 
one chamber of the Assembly for the first 
time since the bills were introduced in 
2008. Despite making it to the floor of the 
final chamber for consideration, both bills 
fell short of the necessary votes at the last 
minute, and were sent back to Committee. 
We are cautiously optimistic that the sup-
port of a few key legislators and the Gov-
ernor will make the difference this year on 
both bills, and bring long-awaited protec-
tions for our community.

On the other hand, victory on these 
two bills is far from guaranteed. Like last 
year, those opposed to legal equality for 
the LGBT community will be coming out in 
full force, pouring hundreds of thousands 
of dollars into misinformation and bigotry 
in the name of defeating the bills. Para-
doxically, the increased visibility of LGBT 
individuals and families who are living their 
lives openly and asking for equal treat-
ment under the law has drawn out oppo-
nents working to solidify opinions against 
us. As a result, the number of state legisla-
tors who are still on the fence is dwindling. 
It is far from certain that Equality Maryland 
and our coalition partners will be able to 
sway enough legislators to make up the 
difference and pass either of these essen-
tial bills.

One thing is certain – without the help 
of many, many people from the LGBT com-
munity and its allies, success is impos-
sible. unless legislators hear from their 
constituents and understand how people 
are directly harmed without the protections 
provided by these bills – how transgender 
people live in disproportionate poverty and 
end up homeless because they have been 
fired from their jobs, how couples who 
have been together and provided love and 
support for each other for decades lose 
their homes or access to their children 
because the law doesn’t recognize their 

family – we will never be able to convince 
those last few legislators that we need to 
win. Success will require hours upon hours 
of browbeating legislators, gathering post-
cards and supporting correspondence, 
writing letters to the editors of local pub-
lications, making phone calls, knocking on 
doors, and walking the halls of the legisla-
tive buildings in Annapolis to ensure that 
we have the votes to win. Victory will not 
come easy.

We must do everything in our power 
to seize the opportunity that is before us 
– and this means committing to action and 
engagement as never before. There can 
be no doubt – member of the LGBT com-
munity must get involved. The heartbreak 
experienced after last year’s stinging de-
feats on both of these bills, after we came 
so close and fought with such passion only 
to come home empty-handed, is impos-
sible to measure or even describe. The 
only antidote to the power of oppression 
is to use pain as fuel for motivation, and 
renewed commitment.

Now, more than ever, we need people 
to step forward and get involved. Whether 
it means coming to Annapolis to meet with 
your legislators on our annual Lobby Day, 
helping out for a few hours with phone 
banking to help us build support in key 
districts around the state, or committing to 
helping us financially by becoming a sus-
taining monthly donor, we need everyone 
to step forward and do what they can.

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said that 
“every step toward the goal of justice re-
quires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle; 
the tireless exertions and passionate 
concern of dedicated individuals.” Even 
though the fight will be hard, it will be worth 
it when transgender people no longer have 
to worry about having a face-to-face in-
terview where an employer might find out 
their gender history, and when same-sex 
couples no longer have to worry about 
whether the hospitals, insurance compa-
nies, employers, and the courts will recog-
nize equal status for them under the law.

When the General Assembly ends on 
April 9th, we hope that we will be able to 
celebrate our accomplishments this year, 
and know that we’ve advanced LGBT 
equality in our State. We hope that you will 
join us and be part of this final, crucial ef-
fort to achieve the justice so long denied. 
To get involved, please go to www.equali-
tymaryland.org. If you are visiting our 
beautiful state for Creating Change, reach 
out to your own state group when you get 
home (you can find them all at www.equali-
tyfederation.org)! t

The author is chair of the equality 
maryland Foundation and serves on the 
college Park city council. 

The Road Ahead
EQuALITy MARyLAND
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In recent columns, I discussed how appre-
ciation and savoring can greatly contribute 
to a deeply satisfying life. While writing 
about savoring, I found myself suddenly 
describing my weight-loss program. 

On the surface, it seemed like an odd 
transition: moving from appreciating sensual 
pleasure to losing weight. you wouldn’t think 
those two things go together, but they do. In 
order to lose weight – and keep it off – you 
have to eat better, which leads to eating less.

Given that the beginning of the new 
year is a great time for resolutions, I 
thought I’d share some tips about 
getting to your healthy weight:

• Diets don’t work: There 
are biological and psycho-
logical reasons why most 
people gain back all the 
weight they lose on di-
ets. Also, recent studies 
have shown that it’s harmful 
to your body to yo-yo between 
higher and lower weights.

• Eat to satisfy hunger: It’s help-
ful to recognize other reasons why we 
eat – boredom, to soothe an emotion, food 
grabbed in the midst of a chaotic day, and 
the “clean your plate, there are starving 
kids in China” ethic. 

• Satisfying hunger is trickier than it 
sounds: First, there’s a 20-minute delay 
between eating something and the time 
when your body recognizes how much that 
food filled you up. It’s helpful to develop 
eating habits that emphasize eating slowly 
and eating until you feel neither hungry nor 
full: until you feel “satisfied.”

•  It’s important to listen to, soothe, 
love, care for, and respect your body.

•  Eat and savor food you want. If 
you’ve ever observed people who don’t have 
a “weight problem,” they occasionally eat 
pizza, ice cream, theater popcorn, steak, and 
candy bars. A way to counter the deprivation 
and controlled-starvation approach to dieting 
is to eat what you want until full and satisfied. 
I know that you doubters might be struggling 
with this last idea, but hang in there until I pro-
vide some examples.

My weight-loss program is based on a 
national best-selling book by two professional 

nutritionists, and I include a copy of the book 
for all my life and career clients who sign up 
for the program. The nutritionists wrote the 
book in response to their observations about 
the poor effects of dieting and the psychologi-
cal damage it caused to their clients. 

For example, one obese woman sat 
in her first session and said that she 
just couldn’t face another diet. The dieti-
cians asked her to list her favorite foods. 
Shocked, she replied that no one ever 
asked her before what she liked. upon re-
flection, she said sadly that she didn’t even 
like food very much and that making that 
list would be very, very hard. 

Here are the basic tenants of the pro-
gram: no diets, no food restrictions, no count-
ing (calories, carbs, protein, fat, trans fat), no 
weighing yourself, and no exercise counting 
(miles, calories, heart rate). Eat what you 
want. The “catch” is that you have to learn 
how to eat much slower, savor what you eat, 
and be more brutally honest about eating only 
as a way to stop feeling hunger.

The power of the program comes alive 
in the examples. As described in the book, 
there was the woman having dinner at a 

restaurant who denied herself that apple 
pie she was craving for dessert. On 

the way home, she stopped at a 
7-Eleven, bought an apple pie, 

and ate one quarter of it at 
home. 1) She ate a poorer 
quality pie, and 2) she ate 
more than if she had eaten 

what she really wanted at the 
restaurant.
An ex-football-player client of 

mine reported happily to me that he’d 
had pizza for dinner once that week (re-

member that there are no food restrictions) 
and that he’d had three slices. I congratulated 
him. Not pleased with my lack of enthusiasm, 
he said, “No, you don’t understand. That used 
to be my appetizer!” The same client reported 
that he and his wife went to their favorite Ital-
ian pastry shop. They would usually buy a 
dozen: “I’ll take two of those, two of those, 
two of those….” They stopped themselves, 
and, instead, they decided to pick only the 
pastry that seemed most delicious. They 
each chose two pieces of the pastry they 
could most savor, had fun making a “special” 
selection, and reduced their usual pastry pur-
chase by 8 pastries.

Of course, the program includes other 
tips and approaches. But, at its heart, it’s 
about eating well.

Eating what you want, truly appreciat-
ing it, and feeling some satisfaction are 
important parts of having a happy life and 
losing weight. If you or someone you know 
would be open to discussing the benefits 
to my weight-loss program, don’t hesitate 
to send email or give me a call. Enjoy! t

learn more at BaltimorelifecoachGer-
ry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Lose weight? 
Eat better!

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge

227  W.  Chase  Street  410-539-4850 www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Tuesdays
Male Review

8:30 pm

Wednesdays
Bear Happy Hour

4 to 10 pm
Drink specials

Thursdays
Karaoke

8 to Midnight

Leon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

PHOTO CREDIT FREDERIC NAUCZYCIEL

The Triple LLL and Leon’s want to Welcome  
THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LGBT  

EquALITy CREATING CHANGE TO BALTIMORE!

Come have a drink on us!
Bring this coupon and your  

id/pass/registration and your first  
rail drink is on the house

#
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SundaysMonday & Tuesday 
Karaoke with Nikki

Grand Central Nightclub  1001-1003 North Charles St.  Baltimore, MD  410.752.7133  www.centralstationpub.com  Visit us on Facebook 

January 28 2012

CouNTry 
& WeSTerN 

5-9pm

70S & 80S 
9pm-Close 

2-4-1 DriNKS  
Excludes top shelf

In the Disco

Helps to Support The 
Journey Home. 
Baltimore's 10 —

Year Plan to End 
Homelessness For a 

list of all participating 
Restaurant go to

www.baltimorerestaurantweek.com
Here are just a few...

Aldo’s Ristorante Italiano Italian
306 S. High Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-727-0700

Visit: www.aldositaly.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Blue Agave Restaurant Mexican
1032 Light Street

Baltimore, MD 21230
Phone: 410-576-3938

Visit: www.blueagaverestaurant.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Brewer’s Art Eclectic
1106 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-547-6925
Visit: www.thebrewersart.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Cazbar Turkish
316 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-528-1222
Visit: www.cazbar.pro

Dinner Menu Price: $20

Chameleon Café New American
4341 Harford Rd

Baltimore, MD 21214
Phone: 410-254-2376

Visit: www.thechameleoncafe.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Chazz: A Bronx Original Italian
1415 Aliceanna Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-522-5511

Visit: www.chazzbronxoriginal.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Créme Restaurant
& Lounge American

518 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 443-869-3381
Visit: www.crloungebalt.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Crepe Du Jour French
1609 Sulgrave Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21209

Phone: 410-542-9000
Visit: www.crepedujour.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Della Notte Ristorante Italian
801 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-837-5500
Visit: www.dellanotte.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Gertrude’s American
10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

Phone: 410-889-3399
Visit: www.gertrudesbaltimore.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Kali’s Court Seafood/Mediterranean
1606 Thames St

Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-276-4700

Visit: www.kaliscourt.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

La Tasca Spanish Tapas 
Bar & Restaurant Spanish

201 E. Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-209-2563
Visit: www.latascausa.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Lebanese Taverna Mediterranean
719 S. President Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-244-5533

Visit: www.lebanesetaverna.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Marie Louise Bistro Eclectic
904 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-385-9946
Visit: www.marielouisebistrocatering.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Meli American Bistro New American
1636 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231

Phone: 410-534-6354
Visit: www.kalismeli.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Michael’s Steak & 
Lobster House American

6207 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224

Phone: 410-633-6485
Visit: www.michaelssteakandlobster.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $20

Mountain Branch 
Grille & Pub American

1827 Mountain Road, Joppa, MD 21085
Phone: 410-836-9600

Visit: http: www.mountainbranch.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Phillips Harborplace 
Restaurant Seafood

601 E. Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-685-6600
Visit: www.phillipsseafood.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

RA Sushi Bar Restaurant Japanese
1390 Lancaster Street

Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-522-3200

Visit: www.rasushi.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Regi’s American Bistro American
1002 Light Street

Baltimore, MD 21230
Phone: 410-539-7344

Visit: www.regisamericanbistro.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Roy’s Hawaiian Fusion Asian Fusion
720-B Aliceanna Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-659-0099

Visit: www.roysrestaurant.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Rusty Scupper Restaurant Seafood
402 Key Highway

Baltimore, MD 21230
Phone: 410-727-3678

Visit: www.rusty-scupper.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Ruth’s Chris Steak House - 
Pikesville Steakhouse

1777 Reisterstown Road
Pikesville, MD 21208

Phone: 410-837-0033
Visit: www.ruthschris-pikesville.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Ruth’s Chris Steak House - 
Water Street Steakhouse

600 Water Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-783-0033
Visit: www.ruthschris-waterst.com

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Sabatino’s Italian Restaurant Italian
901 Fawn Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-727-2667

Visit: www.sabatinos.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Salt Tavern New American
2127 E. Pratt St.

Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-276-5480

Visit: www.salttavern.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Sascha’s 527 Restaurant 
New American

527 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-539-8880
Visit: www.saschas.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Sotto Sopra Italian
405 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-625-0534
Visit: www.sottosopra.us

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Tabrizi’s Mediterranean
500 Harborview Drive
Baltimore, MD 21230
Phone: 410-727-3663

Visit: www.tabrizis.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Talara Latin Fusion
615 President Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-528-9883
Visit: www.talarabaltimore.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Tapas Adela Spanish
814 South Broadway
Baltimore, MD 21231

Phone: 410-534-6262
Visit: www.tapasadela.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $20

Tatu Asian Restaurant Asian Fusion
614 Water Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-244-7385

Visit: www.tatuasianrestaurant.com/baltimore
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Ten Ten American
1010 Fleet Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-244-6867
www.bagbys1010.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

The Americana in Canton American
900 S. Kenwood Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224
Phone: 443-708-8466

Visit: www.americanacanton.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

The Black Olive Greek
814 South Bond Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-276-7141

Visit: www.theblackolive.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

The Owl Bar American
One East Chase St.

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-347-0888

Visit: www.theOwlBar.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Tio Pepe Spanish
10 E. Franklin Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Phone: 410-539-4675
Visit: www.restaurantetiopepe.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Tir Na Nog Bar & Grill New American
201 E. Pratt Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: 410-483-8968

Visit: www.tirnanogbaltimore.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Waterfront Kitchen American
1417 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231

Phone: 443-681-5310
Visit: www.waterfrontkitchen.com

Lunch Menu Price: $15
Dinner Menu Price: $30

XS Eclectic
1307 North Charles St.

Baltimore, MD 21201
Phone: 410-468-0002

Visit: www.xsbaltimore.com
Lunch Menu Price: $15

Dinner Menu Price: $30

Yellow Dog Tavern American
700 S. Potomac Street

Baltimore, MD 21224
Phone: 410-342-0280

Visit: www.yellowdogbaltimore.com
Dinner Menu Price: $30

Baltimore Restaurant Week January 20, 2012 to January 29, 2012
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I have had herpes for many years and a 
couple of years ago became infected with 
HIV as well. So far my CD4 count has been 
over 500 so I have not needed to go on HIV 
medication. But it seems as if I have been 
having more herpes outbreaks since I be-
came infected with HIV. Can I expect the 
herpes outbreaks to be less frequent if I get 
started on HIV medication? Or would taking 
herpes suppressive medication help more?

Double Dose

Dear Double,
Because of your frequent outbreaks, 

many HIV experts would suggest that you 
start on both HIV medications (antiretrovi-
rals) and herpes suppressive medication. 

The herpes and HIV viruses affect 
each other in several ways.

• Herpes outbreaks are more frequent in 
people with HIV. Also, outbreaks are more 
severe and last longer. This gets worse as 
the CD4 level drops, but more frequent and 
severe outbreaks can occur even in people 
with high CD4 counts, as in your case. 

• Herpes can worsen HIV. Proteins pro-
duced by the HSV virus cause increases in 
the blood levels of the HIV virus. Because of 
this, people who are infected with both virus-
es have more HIV virus in their blood than 
HIV-positive people who do not have HSV .

• Herpes sores or rashes shed high 
concentrations of HIV virus as well as HSV 
virus, so people with both HIV and HSV 
are more likely to pass on HIV to others. 
High levels of HIV virus are present in the 
rectum, penis and vagina of HIV/HSV in-
fected people even when there is no ap-
parent outbreak. 

• In addition to protecting their part-
ners, suppressive treatment for HSV has 
benefits for people with HIV and HSV who 
are not yet taking HIV medications. When 
herpes is treated, progression of HIV dis-
ease is somewhat slower. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
What are the prospects for a herpes 

vaccine to be available sometime soon? 
Herpes has been known about for way lon-
ger than the HPV virus which causes warts, 
and there is already a vaccine for HPV. 

WN

Dear WN,
unfortunately, recently released re-

sults of trials of a new vaccine for herpes 
showed that the vaccine did not work, 
meaning that it did not prevent new herpes 
infections. No other herpes vaccines are 
currently under study. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
years ago I had one herpes outbreak, 

and I’ve never had another. I didn’t think 
I needed to tell sex partners about this, 
since I got over it so long ago. Recently 
this came up in a conversation with a friend 
and sometime sex partner, and she was re-
ally upset that I hadn’t told her. I think she 
is overreacting. We agreed to ask you.

Over It

Dear Over It,
your friend and sometimes partner is 

right. No one completely gets over herpes 
infection. Once a person is infected with 
the herpes simplex virus (HSV), that per-
son becomes a chronic carrier of the vi-
rus. Even though they may not be aware of 
having any outbreaks, on average, people 
with herpes shed herpes virus through the 
skin in the area of infection more than one 
day a week. Herpes suppressive medica-
tions, which include once daily doses of 
valcyclovir or twice-daily doses of acyclo-
vir or famciclovir, decrease this shedding 
to one day in 30. That represents a much 
lower risk, but it is important to realize that 
there is some risk of herpes infection to the 
partner of a person with herpes even if the 
infected person is taking herpes suppres-
sive medication. So, difficult as it is, I do 
think your partners have a right to know. 

you didn’t mention your HIV status, so 
I am guessing you are HIV negative. you 
should be aware that using condoms and/
or dental dams is an important protection 
for people who have herpes as well as for 
their partners. This is because the HSV vi-
rus causes chronic inflammation in the skin 
of the penis, anus, or vagina, even when 
there are no visible outbreaks. This in-
flammation makes a person who has HSV 
more vulnerable than others to becoming 
infected with HIV. This is true even for 
people who are taking herpes suppressive 
medication – the medication decreases the 
viral shedding but does not decrease the 
inflammation.

Dear Dr. Eva,
How do herpes and HIV affect each 

other, if a person is infected with both? 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

heaLth & weLLness 

Herpes Questions
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Happy New year! I hope 2012 is going to 
be an amazing year for us all. 

With the New year come those pesky 
resolutions. Some people choose to quit 
smoking, drive slower, floss more, and 
many people decide they’re going to lose 
weight and get in shape! That is a much 
more daunting task than remembering to 
floss every day. 

But how many people are able to keep 
this resolution past March or even Feb-
ruary for that matter? Not many, and the 
reason is that the concept is too lofty 
and the goal to vacuous. Changing 
your whole life is much easier 
said than done. But I want to 
give you three techniques to 
help you stay on task, mo-
tivated and happy to be fit. 

In the beginning most 
people have really big 
goals, and as those goals 
don’t come to fruition “fast enough” we tend 
to lose focus, get discouraged and end up 
giving up. I don’t want this for anyone. 

Let’s create a hypothetical person. 
We’ll call him Rick, and his goal is to lose 
30 pounds. In Rick’s head he should be 
able to lose that by March. That’s only 8 
weeks. Now Rick hasn’t worked out in al-
most 2 years. He hasn’t been mindful of 
his nutrition and is single so he likes to go 
out regularly. I hate to say it, but Rick prob-
ably won’t reach his goal in that time frame 
based just on those simple facts. 

We haven’t even begun to delve into 
any injuries or illnesses that he might 
have. This may seem negative but I want 
Rick to be successful for the long term, not 
just a few months. I want him to develop a 
lifestyle that will go on to become a part of 
who he is, not just something he does. 

Now how can Rick change his mindset 
and become a success story? First, he will 
need to understand what a realistic goal is 
and how long it will take to achieve it. A re-
alistic, healthy weight-loss goal should be in 
the neighborhood of 1-to-2 pounds per week. 

When we are gradual with weight-loss 
a couple things happen: our bodies be-
come more efficient and we are able to 
handle the changes. If we lose weight too 

fast we are often left with excess skin be-
cause the elasticity is unable to re-tighten 
quickly. Also, when we lose weight at a 
healthy pace we are more likely to keep it 
off! The con to this is that we can’t always 
see results right away. But if those pants 
are getting looser, you’re on the right track! 

Next we need to figure out how we can 
make small changes in Rick’s eating and 
current lifestyle that will keep him on track. 
One of the most common things I hear 
from people is that they “eat good!” Some 
of us need to get honest and realize that 
maybe we eat a little too good! 

My first direction to all my clients is to 
get a composition book and begin writing 
down everything they eat or drink. I don’t 
ask them to count calories or restrict any-
thing I just want to see what’s really go-
ing in. And when they do it, most of them 
are surprised by what is actually going 
into their system. Once we can get Rick to 
start really looking at his intake then I can 
make small suggestions – simple things 
like cutting out half his carbs at dinner and 
replacing them with vegetables, or adding 
a snack in mid-day so he doesn’t overeat 

at night. I can also make suggestions on 
which foods to eat more of and which 

to eat less.
Now after we’ve been able to 

change Rick’s mindset on re-
alistic goals for him and his 
lifestyle we can begin to set 
realistic exercise goals as 

well. If Rick is a busy profes-
sional but doesn’t want to lose 

his rich social life he won’t be able to get 
to the gym 5 days per week, and if he tries 
he’ll probably burn out really fast. Plus, 
Rick hasn’t exercised in almost 2 years! 
He needs to ease in to this and be gradual. 

I would recommend 2 days per week 
in the beginning, half his time spent doing 
cardio-vascular exercise and the other half 
doing strength training. All exercise pro-
grams should be gradual and progressive, 
meaning they get harder over time. And 
Rick is going to be sore, but I don’t want 
him to be disabled. Otherwise, he’ll quit on 
me and even worse, on himself. 

These tips are good way to get start-
ed. I highly recommend seeking out a Fit-
ness Professional in your area, who can 
help keep you motivated and account-
able. Many facilities have programs for 
all fitness levels and all budgets. Getting 
healthy doesn’t have to make you broke. 

Let’s stay on task together this year; 
together we can set and achieve realistic 
goals and be healthy, happy and success-
ful for life! t

Joshua H. Buchbinder (jbuchbinder@ 
lifetimefitness.com) is a personal trainer 
at life Time Fitness (7220 lee deForest 
drive, columbia, maryland – 410-953-
0022).

Resolved to 
Health

CELEBRATE THE SEASON
A N D  G I V E  T H E  G I F T  O F  F I T N E S S !

Join now and receive a 
1-month gift member-
ship for a friend!*

*Offer expires Dec. 31, 2011.   
*Certain restrictions apply.

www.meadowmill.com • 410.235.7000

Meet adoptable 
animals from MAS Rescue 

the first Tuesday of Every month  
from 5:00–7:30 at Meadow Mill!

Beer, wine, compimentary 
appetizers and puppies! 

(Kittens, dogs , and cats, too!)JO
IN

 U
S FOR YAPPY HOUR!

Life
for

Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit



BaLtiMoRe oUtLoUD  JANuARy 20, 2012  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm q  17 

The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome www.bmorethical.org

THE BALTIMORE
ETHICAL SOCIETY

SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. — FREE & OPEN TO ALL

JANUARY 1
Pancake Breakfast & Winter Festival

JANUARY 8
“The Immigrant Experience—

a Psychological View”
Deepan Chatterjee, PhD, Clinical Psychologist

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

Grace United 
Methodist chUrch

5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21210

410-433-6650
www.GraceUnitedMethodist.orG

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 
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gs: adepero, you played alike in both the short 
and the full-length version of Pariah. what did it mean 
to you be able to do both?

ao: As an actor it’s the best thing ever. An opportunity 
to sink your teeth into a character who is so authentic and 
well-rounded and nuanced, all of that. For me, the chance 
to be on set every day with these amazing people was a 
dream come true. I learned a lot as an actor. It definitely 
solidified that this is where I belong and what I want to 
do with my life. For that, in of itself, it’s definitely been 
awesome.

gs: Dee, it must make you feel good to hear that.
DR: yeah, it feels amazing. We were lucky. She 

walked in the first day of auditions and blew it away. She 
was Alike. She had it. That she stuck with us for that long 
and stayed with the role was really generous and amaz-

ing.
gs: alike’s friendship with 

Bina (aasha Davis) develops 
unexpectedly into something 
more. have either or both of 
had a similar experience – 
where a friendship blossoms 
into love?

DR: I think love starts in 
friendship because your lover is 
your friend.

ao: Sometimes it kind of 
sideswipes you. you have this 
friend and all of sudden some-
thing is said or something hap-

pens. And you’re like, “Wait a second, what’s happening 
here?” But like Dee said, the best ones start out as friend-
ships.

gs: at one point Bina describes herself as not be-
ing “gay-gay.” was that a comment on the fluidity of 
female sexuality?

DR: In Bina’s case, it’s a distancing. Bina is intrigued 
by Alike and wants to unwrap the mystery of her. Once 
they come together, it’s so intense, I feel like she’s not 
ready to commit. Bina’s just a flaky, inconsiderate person. 
Had it been male or female, she would have pushed her-
self away. She’s not ready to commit or be intimate with 
somebody. She uses that buffer, “I’m not ‘gay-gay,’” and 
retreats in sexuality to say why she doesn’t want to be 
with Alike. But initially she is generally intrigued by and 
drawn to Alike.

gs: Dee, did you have a target audience in mind 
when you made Pariah? 

DR: I think it’s a film that everybody can relate to. We 
knew going into it that the art-house crowd would love this 
film and that the queer community and African-American 
community would, too. But it’s universal. It’s about not 
checking a box and being yourself. Gay, straight, no mat-
ter your background or where you’re from, you’re going to 
be able to relate to that space in your life where you find 
out who you are and have the courage to be that.

gs: have you both begun working on or thinking 
about your next projects?

ao: I’m just reading a bunch of scripts. So we’ll see.
DR: I just finished another script for Focus called Bolo 

and I’m working on a TV series with HBO and Viola Davis. t
Pariah is currently playing in Washington d.c at the 

e-Street cinema, 555 11th St NW. info: 202-783-9494 

LiveLy aRts // PERSONALITIES

By gRegg shaPiRo
Dee Rees’ feature film debut Pariah is a remarkable 
achievement. The story of queer African-American teen-
ager Alike (pronounced uh-lee-kay) and the double life 
she leads at home with her religiously conservative family 
and with her friends at school and in night clubs, is sure to 
strike a chord with viewers from all walks of life. The story 
of finding one’s identity, sexual and otherwise, is devastat-
ingly played out on screen. The performances by Adepero 
Oduye as Alike and Kim Wayans as Alike’s mother Audrey 
are especially riveting. I spoke with writer/director Dee 
Rees and actress Adepero Oduye shortly before Pariah 
opened in theaters.

gregg shapiro: Dee, i want to begin by asking you 
to say something about the film life of Pariah.

Dee Rees: I first wrote the feature script in 2005. The 
first draft was like 140 pages. I needed a thesis film (in the 
grad program at Nyu), so I took the first 30 pages, the first 
act, and shot it as a short film. As the short made its way 
around the festival circuit, it got the attention of the Sun-
dance Institute. They invited us out for the Screenwriting 
Lab and again for the Directing Lab. From feature to short to 

feature, it’s been a six 
year journey. It was al-
ways supposed to be a 
feature. The short was 
great because it al-
lowed us to workshop 
the friendship with 
Alike and Laura and 
some of the relation-
ships. It also became a 
selling tool for the fea-
ture, so we could show 
investors the world, the 
characters and what 
it was going to be. It’s 
great to see it come full 
circle. It’s matured in 
the process and gotten 
better. I’m glad to see it 
emerge in its final form.

gs: Like the character of vanessa in the 2011 re-
lease Gun Hill Road, alike changes her clothes before 
walking through the door of her parents’ house. Do 
you think it’s a coincidence that two films about the 
double lives of queer teens are currently on every-
one’s radar?

DR: I wrote Pariah first, but I think the story has uni-
versality. Gay or straight, I think all teens go through that 
period where they try to stake out identity and self. I think 
it’s something that everybody can relate to, finding your-
self. I think the irony with Pariah is that Alike is neither 
of the things that she changes into. She’s not this stud 
in the club and neither is she this pink princess. She’s 
somewhere in between. It’s finding that space, that iden-
tity, that’s the nuance of herself.

gs: in the movies Gun Hill Road and La Mission, 
fathers have trouble with their queer sons. in Pariah, 

The Power of Pariah it’s the mother, audrey (Kim wayans), who 
has the issue with her daughter alike. ar-

thur (charles Parnell) seems to have less of an issue. 
is that a comment on the relationships between fa-
thers and sons and mothers and daughters?

DR: I can’t comment on other filmmakers’ work or in-
tentions. Nor can I generalize on communities or relation-
ships. But in Pariah I was trying to tell a very specific story 
about a specific family. And in this particular family, the 
mother is the one who is lonely. The mother is the one 
who is not able to connect. So she is the one who has the 
bigger problem. With Arthur, Alike is a daddy’s girl, so they 
have that relationship. That is something very specific to 
this particular world and story.

gs: as with many teenagers, alike’s mother 
audrey doesn’t approve of her friends. is this 
something from your own experience, Dee?

DR: I think everybody has those friends that 
your parents don’t like. I think in this case, Au-
drey’s objection to Laura is not just because she’s 
openly gay, but because she perceives Laura to 
be of lower class. Alike’s is this brownstone, work-
ing class family, napkin rings on the table. Laura 
and her sister are eating Ramen noodles. Audrey 
has this idea of what her family should look like 
and who they should associate with.

gs: Did you have the same experience, 
adepero?

adepero oduye: yeah, totally. It was made 
clear that there were certain kinds of people not to hang 
out with and this is why. Don’t even act like those people, 
because in this house we do it this way. 

gs: would you do the same thing to your children 
if you were parents?

ao: I guess I understand why parents do that if you 
see your kids going down a path, running with a danger-
ous crowd. But in terms of being friends with somebody 
who maybe not from the same socio-economic back-
ground, no, that’s dumb.

DR: I think it’s easier to say that not being parents 
[laughs] and that probably changes once you have kids. 
But I think that what we hope parents take away from this 
film is that it’s okay to let your children be themselves. 
Alike is a straight-A student, she’s a good kid. She’s just 
not who Audrey wants her to be. I hope that parents take 
away that children are individual people and they should 
be given the freedom to be themselves.

gs: so do you both have good relationships with 
your parents to this day?

DR and ao: yes.
gs: you survived adolescence.
ao: [Laughs] yes!
gs: speaking of audrey, this is not the kind of role 

in which we are accustomed to seeing Kim wayans. 
Dee, please say something about casting her as au-
drey. 

DR: Kim Wayans does an amazing job playing Audrey. 
Audrey’s character is lonely and vulnerable and required a 
nuanced approach. What Kim brought to that role was that 
sensitivity. We’d seen a lot of Audreys before we got to her. 
They kept playing anger and that wasn’t who Audrey was. 
Kim brought that layer to Audrey and made her a full person.

AN INTERVIEW WITH DEE REES AND ADEPERO ODUYE

Dee Rees and adepero oduye“Gay or straight, 
I think all teens 
go through that 

period where 
they try to stake 
out identity and 
self. I think it’s 
something that 
everybody can 

relate to, finding 
yourself.”
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LiveLy aRts // ART

By MichaeL FaRLey
Queer is Where the Heart Is, curated by Jaimes Mayhew 
and Kristen Anchor, is a joint exhibition between Icelandic 
and American artists exploring queerness and space. 

I have always found the re-
lationship between place and 
queerness to be complex and in-
teresting. We are predominantly 
an urban demographic with a his-
tory of impacting, and being im-
pacted by the cities and built en-
vironments we inhabit. 

The very phrase “home-mak-
ing” is so laden with gendered 
associations that domesticity be-
comes anything but comfortable 
to the queer artist. Curator and 
Baltimore video artist / musician Kristen Anchor will be 
screening her animation mise-en-Kitschen, a rotoscoped 
collage of cinematic kitchen disasters, ranging from slap-
stick accidents to grisly violence. 

When removed from the context of a plotline, and ani-
mated by hand, the accumulated scenes transform the 
kitchen; the ultimate domestic space, into an absurdist 
landscape of danger, cruelty, and dark humor. 

Anchor’s mise-en-Kitschen will screen at the Reykja-
vík opening reception at 7 p.m. at Samtökin 78 on January 

21st. Queer is Where the Heart Is closes on February 29th 
and opens in Baltimore on July 27th. It will be on display 
at Metro Gallery at 1700 North Charles Street until Sep-
tember 1. 

The visual artist represented are Rahne Al-
exander, Kristen Anchor, Berglind Agustsdot-
tir, Michael Farley, Joseph Faura, Kati Green, 
Hafsteinn Hafsteinsson, Hakon Hildibrand, Kate 
Huh, Cyriaco Lopes, Cyle Metzger, and Madsen 
Minax. 

The show’s organizers are also printing a 
zine including the work of Michael Farley, Rahne 
Alexander, Megan 
McShea, Cyriaco Lo-
pez, Martina Kartelo, 
Kati Green, Hilmar 
Magnusson, and Þór 
Matthías Theódórs-

son as well as a CD curated by 
Andrea Shearer with the music 
of Lovers, Once A Pawn, Le 
Panique, The Degenerettes, 
Liam Barnes, Humble Tripe, 
Shenandoah Davis, Saddle 
of Centaur, Fucking Lesbian 
Bitches, and Berglind Agusts-
dottir.

Closer to home, 
Virginia Warwick’s 
solo show Part of your 
World, opens at the City 
Arts Gallery at 440 E 
Oliver Street on Janu-
ary 14 from 7 to 10 p.m. 
It closes on February 4 
with a reception from 7 
to 9 p.m. Warwick as-
sumes animal alter egos 
through performance, 
installation and garment 
making. “Olivia the Sea 
Turtle” is one of War-
wick’s recurring charac-
ters who longs to fit in and understand the human world. 

A long way from the sea, Olivia’s struggles are alter-
nately humorous and heartbreaking. Warwick’s fish-out-
of-water characters may be animals, but their stories and 
constructed objects speak very much to humanity and our 
shortcomings, isolation, material culture, and aspirations. 

Her colorful coral reef sculptures, an accumulation of 
brightly colored consumer products evocative of Jessica 
Stockholder’s work, aspire to transform the neon detritus 
of late capitalist society into a habitat for herself. 

Don’t miss Virginia Warwick / Olivia try to make a 
place for herself in an alien world. t

Baltimore LGBT Artists to Exhibit in Reykjavík, Iceland

Mom, Dad and 
the Kids

Jennifer 

sponges
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have been an intense “end of the world” thriller ended up 
feeling more like a minor head cold.

What’s Your Number? – I love Anna Faris and Chris 
Evans, and if you love Chris Evans too, there is plenty 
of him on display (forget captain america if you’re look-
ing for skin), but this pedestrian rom-com just never has 
any great laughs (Bridesmaids is really the only comedy 
that promised and delivered in that area).  I’m sure Faris 
wants to stretch her acting wings a bit, but you could see 
her chomping at the bit to really break loose and be one of 
those wild characters she does so well (for a great Faris 
performance, check out Just Friends). She’s great at be-
ing off the wall, as well as kooky (the Scary movie fran-
chise), but here she’s just being restrained too much with 
very disappointing results.  If you’ve ever seen just one 
romantic comedy, you’ll know exactly where this one is 

going to end up.
Shame – The 

movie that has 
gained notoriety for 
its NC-17 rating and 
full frontal nudity by 
this year’s break-
out star, Michael 
Fassbender (you’ll 
never see X-men’s 
Magneto the same 
way again), but in 
the end this study 
of a sex addict is 
one of the most bor-
ing films of the year. 

The character, Brandon, is so out of touch with who he is 
that the audience is never allowed to connect with him. He 
can’t feel his own pain, so neither do we. Rather than being 
titillating, the sex scenes are anything but as the character is 
just as detached from it all as we are. The movie is a tease 
of the worst kind. Even the trailer, which hinted at him getting 
caught downloading porn at work, was a tease because the 
incident is blamed on an intern and that was that. There was 
a little more emotion from his sister, played by Carey Mul-
ligan, as her rendition of “New york, New york” actually left 
a tear in her brother’s eye… probably because, while beauti-
fully sung, it was the slooooowest version of the song you’ll 
ever hear. He just wanted it to end, I’m sure. By the end, I 
had no compassion for Brandon as tragedy befell him, and 
when you count on that kind of audience empathy then cre-
ate a character no one cares about, you have a big problem.

atlas Shrugged – The eagerly anticipated (by some) 
adaptation of Ayn Rand’s classic novel barely got a the-
atrical release… for good reason. Shot on the cheap by 
a producer who faced losing the rights unless a film was 
made, what arrived on screen (and more directly to home 
video) was a confusingly, jumbled mess of people talk-
ing… and talking… and talking some more. When they’re 
talking, you really have no idea what they’re talking about 
because it seems that major chunks of the story are miss-
ing. I got more out of a single sentence from an introduc-
tion to the book than I got out of the movie. Worst of all, 
you never really know what the name “John Galt” means 
until the very end, and then it leaves off with a cliffhang-
er! yes, there are supposed to be two more movies, but I 
think it’s safe to say that it will be a very long time before 
we see atlas Shrugged, Part ii… if ever.  t

LiveLy aRts // OuT ON SCREEN

By chUcK DUncan
In the last issue, I listed my favorite popcorn movies of 
2011. This time, we’ll have a look at some of the year’s 
bigger films that just didn’t cut the mustard. 2011 wasn’t 
the rosiest of years at the box office, at least not as far as 
expectations went for a handful of movies. These are films 
that should have been better, or would have been better 
off not being made. In no particular order, the Dishonor 
Roll includes:

Hall Pass – The Farrelly Brothers have had an ex-
tremely difficult time topping There’s Something about 
mary, and Hall Pass is just another in a long list of their 
films that try to be shocking, but end up being strained and 
straining for laughs. I don’t know what was more off-put-
ting: the premise of the movie or another loutish character 
played by Jason Sudeikis (one of two similar performanc-
es this year). There may have been one or two laughs, 
but for the most part this is just an unfunny exercise of a 
couple of guys living vicariously through their characters.

red riding Hood – While the film was gorgeous to 
look at, the “timeless” quality of the setting only made the 
story confusing. I didn’t know if they were supposed to be 
in the 14th century, or if there was a highway just beyond 
the mountain ridge. The story tries so hard to misdirect 
you into believing who the big bad (were)wolf is, but it 
seems obvious. Amanda Seyfried and Virginia Madsen 
do the best that they can (and remain perfectly made up 
and coiffed through any ordeal), but the film only picks up 
when Gary Oldman rides into town as a werewolf hunter… 
who is sadly dispatched much too soon. The video’s alter-
nate ending was wisely reshot, because I can imagine test 
audiences howling (pun intended) with laughter.

arthur – I don’t like Russell Brand, so this was going 
to be a hard one for me to even try to enjoy.  The Dudley 
Moore original is so ingrained in my mind (from working at 
a theater where the original was playing), but the new ver-
sion made too many PC changes to the character. Instead 
of a drunk, he’s an irresponsible, spoiled man-child with 
an annoyingly whiny voice who needed more of a good 
spanking than any kind of redemption.  Worse still was 
the recast of the classic John Gielgud role with a wom-
an! Hobson went from a butler with the driest of wit (and 
Gielgud won an Oscar) to a harried caretaker short on 
patience. In the original, Hobson took ill, forcing Arthur to 
become the caretaker. Here, Hobson’s illness and death 
happen so quickly you never really get to see Arthur grow, 
and poor Helen Mirren never gets the great dialogue that 
Gielgud spun into gold.

Pirates of the caribbean: On Stranger Tides – It was 
grand to have Captain Jack Sparrow back in a new adven-
ture, even in 3D, but even with the first three cash cows 
behind them, Disney slashed the budget for this one and 
it shows. Gone are any real hints of the supernatural that 
permeated the original trilogy. A zombie crew replaced the 
skeleton crew (cheaper to put people in a little makeup 
than CGI an entire cadre of sailors), and all they did was 
lumber about, and there were some inexplicably threaten-
ing mermaids but that was about it. Johnny Depp seemed 
to be sleepwalking through the movie, and the only time it 
really got interesting was when Ian McShane’s Blackbeard 
was on screen… but there were too many questions about 

2011’s Disappointing Movies
him left unanswered by the budget constraints. Overall, 
this was probably the most disappointing of the big sum-
mer movies.

The Hangover, Part ii – This is a by-the-numbers re-
hash of the original (which I also felt was not as funny as 
people claimed it to be), hitting all of the key moments in 
pretty much the exact same places as the original. I found 
the Wolf Pack unappealing in the first movie, and even 
more so in the second. These are not people I want to 
spend two hours of my life with.

Horrible Bosses – Another comedy that should have 
been brilliantly, darkly hilarious, but ended up being un-
done by a lousy script full of stupid behavior that’s. Its 
only purpose was to put the 
“heroes” in a bad situation. 
This was the second movie of 
the year featuring Jason Su-
deikis playing his signature 
character (and I like the guy 
on SNl), with Jason Bateman 
once again being stuck in the 
straight man role, and Kevin 
Spacey as the asshat boss. 
Only Jennifer Aniston and 
Charlie Day showed any real 
potential the film could have 
had, but the script decided to 
play it too safe and let them all, 
and the audience, down.

don’t Be afraid of the dark – If you’ve never seen the 
classic 1970s TV movie, do yourself a favor and track 
it down instead of wasting your time with this one. The 
original’s claustrophobic setting is undone by moving the 
family in peril to a ginormous mansion with even larger 
grounds, populated by clichéd caretakers and people who 
do stupid things to put themselves in danger. They all de-
served to die for being so stupid. No one believes the little 
girl who says there are monsters under her bed – and they 
were the coolest part of the movie – and that she’s terri-
fied of the dark. So, what else to do but keep turning out 
the lights in her bedroom. Then, when the adults actually 
believe there is something to her claims, what do they do 
when the power to the house is cut off? Leave the little 
girl in a dark room all by herself while they go stomping 
around the mansion looking for a fuse box. Seriously. un-
fortunately, the hand of producer Guillermo del Toro is all 
over this movie, so if you’ve seen Pan’s labyrinth, you’ll 
sometimes have a strong sense of déjà vu that only re-
minds you how good that movie was.

contagion – As virus thrillers go, this one was rather 
plodding and clinical. If you want to see a kick-ass virus 
movie, check out the original The andromeda Strain, a 
movie that featured lots of scenes of scientists in lab coats 
talking but still managed to be gripping and frightening. 
contagion has an all-star cast (and I’m a sucker for all-
star disaster movies), but there’s too much going on and 
never any answers to the most pressing of questions – 
why is Matt Damon immune? Where does Marion Cotil-
lard run off to at the end? What’s up with that silly fake 
tooth Jude Law is wearing? Was that meant as a joke? 
Because you can see his real tooth behind it, what could 
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Franklin’s stunning rendition of “Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters,” live solo Simon recordings of a couple Simon & 
Garfunkel tunes and far too many selections from “Rhythm 
of the Saints” and “Songs from the Capeman.”

Since they parted ways more than 40 years ago, Diana 
Ross & the Supremes have been the subject of a multi-
tude of greatest hits compilation. But the attractively pack-
aged 50th anniversary – The Singles collection: 1961-
1969 (Motown / Hip-O Select) is something else entirely. 
Spread out over three discs, the 72 tracks include A and 
B sides, as well as some alternate versions. Beginning 
with “I Want a Guy,” 
when the Supremes 
were a quartet, the first 
disc includes break-
through hits such as 
“Where Did Our Love 
Go,” “Baby Love,” and 
“Come See About Me,” 
as well as some Ger-
man-language versions. 
“I Hear a Symphony,” 
“Stop! in the Name of 
Love,” “Back in My Arms 
Again,” “you Can’t Hurry 
Love” and “The Happening,” as well as the interestingly ti-
tled B side “Dr. Goldfoot and the Bikini Machine,” Italian ver-
sions of hits and an interview round out disc two. Late career 
hit singles such as “Reflections,” “Love Child,” “I’m Livin’ in 

LiveLy aRts // MuSIC

By gRegg shaPiRo
Godmother of punk and National Book Award-winning 
memoirist Patti Smith is feted with her first single disc ret-
rospective Outside Society (Arista / Columbia / Legacy). 
Consisting of 18 tracks from her ten albums – from the 
groundbreaking Horses through the covers album Twelve 
– representing more than 30 years of music, Outside So-

ciety may not have the 
scale of 2002’s land, 
but it does bring the lis-
tener up to date where 
Patti is concerned.

Capping off a year 
in which art-rock leg-
ends Pink Floyd saw 
their entire catalog re-
issued (in both a box 
set and as individual 
discs), a Foot in the 
door: The Best of Pink 
Floyd (EMI) sums it all 
up on a single, 16-track 

disc. Naturally, money, another Brick in the Wall, Part 2, 
See emily Play, comfortably Numb, Hey You, Have a ci-
gar, Wish You Were Here and Shine On You crazy dia-
mond, Parts 1-5, are here alongside other favorites. 

Preceding Adele by a few years, blue-eyed soul diva 
Joss Stone burst onto the scene at the same time that the 
late Amy Winehouse released her first album. While it took 
Winehouse a couple more years to catch on with listeners, 
Stone experienced overnight sensation status with her de-
but disc. Propelled by her cover of The White Stripes’ “Fell 
in Love With a Boy,” Stone rolled to stardom. The Best of 
Joss Stone: 2003-2009 (Virgin) draws from four albums, 
favoring 2007’s introducing… Joss Stone (her ironically 
titled third disc) with four tracks.

Hits from Yesterday & the day Before (Warner Broth-
ers/Rhino) is not the Barenaked Ladies first time at the 
compilation rodeo. disc One: all Their Greatest Hits from 
2001 gets that title. It is the first post-Steven Page collec-
tion, as well as the first to include the “Big Bang Theory 
Theme” song. As for the hits, they’re all here, including 
“One Week,” “If I Had $1,000,000,” “One Week, “The Old 
Apartment” and a live version of “Brian Wilson,” among 
others.

Thanks to Glee, arena rockers Journey have experi-
enced a revival of interest in their music. you might not 
have thought that Journey warranted a Greatest Hits 2 
(Columbia/Legacy). Intended as a “companion” to the 
band’s multi-platinum 1988 Greatest Hits disc, and featur-
ing the original members, functions as a catch-all for the 
other singles and such that didn’t make the cut on the first 
album. 

Recording for the short-lived Improv Records label in 
the mid-1970s, Tony Bennett got the chance to make the 
kind of jazz vocal recordings that Mr. Bossy Pants Clive 
Davis wouldn’t allow him to record for Columbia at that 
time. The 16 songs are a wonderful fit for Bennett, who 
sounds completely at ease and isn’t trying to be some-
thing that he isn’t. A delight from start to finish and a rea-
sonable alternative to his recent duets ii album.

A musical late-
starter who has more 
than made up for lost 

time, Leonard Cohen, who 
is 77 at the time of this 
writing, is the true defini-
tion of a legendary singer/
songwriter. Never a great 
singer, the Canadian poet/
novelist nevertheless can 
be credited with creating 
some of the most beloved 
songs of the late 20th/
early 21st century. Classic interpretations of his songs by 
Rufus Wainwright, Jeff Buckley, Judy Collins and Jennifer 
Warnes, among others, are all essential to every music 
library. At 17 discs, you’d think that The complete colum-
bia albums collection (Columbia/Legacy), including stu-
dio and live recordings, would be a Cohen-lover’s dream. 
In many ways it is, reproducing original album artwork in 
miniature CD jacket form. But Cohen’s lyrics, for which he 
is as well-known as he is for his music, are found on only 
four of the CDs. Other than that, this box is sure to delight 
Cohen-heads everywhere. 

A must-have gift, either to give or receive, The Smiths’ 
eight-disc complete (Rhino) box set is the alternative music 
generation’s equivalent of the Beatles box. The team of re-
luctant sex symbol Morrissey and guitarist Johnny Marr set 
the bar high for all those who would follow. The box assort-
ment is comprised of the four studio albums, complete with 
occasionally homoerotic cov-
er art and usually homoerotic 
lyrics sung in Morrissey’s 
trademark queerly sexually 
ambiguous tone, as well as 
all three compilations and the 
live disc. Stunningly remas-
tered, each miniature “album” 
version not only includes the 
original graphics, but also 
an inner-sleeve with lyrics 
and images (something from 
which the Cohen box would 
have benefited). It’s enough 
to make even the ever-moody 
Morrissey crack a smile. 

The words “handpicked 
by Paul Simon himself” 
should give you an indica-
tion that the double disc 
Songwriter (Legacy) is not 
your average “hits” collec-
tion. Sure, some of them 
are here, such as “Mother 
and Child Reunion,” “Ko-
dachrome,” “Late in the 
Evening” and “Graceland.” 
But if you listen to the disc 
with that in mind, you won’t 
be disappointed that songs 
you might have expected 
be included here aren’t. In 
Simon’s hands, the selec-
tion process includes Aretha 

iMusic: Hits Parade
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Shame” and the all-time kiss off “Someday We’ll Be Together” 
are among the tracks found on the third disc. The Temptations 
fans on your holiday list will be pleased to hear that the all-
male Motown group gets a similar 50th anniversary treatment.

Twenty years after his death, Miles Davis continues to 
be a nearly endless source of musical discoveries. Sub-
titled The Bootleg Series, Vol. 1, the (second) Miles Da-
vis Quintet’s live in europe 1967 (Columbia/Legacy) is a 
three-CD/DVD concert recording featuring Davis, Wayne 
Shorter, Herbie Hancock and Tony Williams. 

Deceased even longer than Davis, King of Rock Elvis 
Presley’s 1956 albums elvis Presley and elvis, have been 
reissued as the double disc Legacy edition elvis Presley 
(RCA/Legacy). Each album is augmented by a series of 
hit singles, including “Heartbreak Hotel, “Hound Dog,” 
“Don’t Be Cruel,” and Love Me Tender,” to name a few.

Covering a period that ranges from 1979 to 2009, the 
double disc The definitive chick corea on Stretch and 
concord (Stretch/Concord) features 21 tracks by jazz fu-
sion pioneer Corea. Incorporating live and studio tracks, 
this collection features guest musicians such as openly 
gay vibes legend Gary Burton, as well as Bobby McFer-
rin, Stanley Clarke, Bela Fleck, Pat Metheny and the late 
Michael Brecker, among many others. t

 

and highly entertaining, as remakes go, The Girl with the 
dragon Tattoo definitely makes its mark.

Hugo (Paramount): you might be wondering what 
would possess Martin Scorcese to direct his first family 
film, in 3D no less. After all, Scorcese is the man behind 
adult fare such as mean Streets, Taxi driver, cape Fear 
and Goodfellas, to name a few. Based on Brian Selznick’s 
award-winning y/a novel The invention of Hugo cabret, 
the story about having a purpose in life, is a celebration of 
the early days of cinema, specifically the work of Georg-
es Méliès (played by Ben Kingsley), the groundbreaking 
French filmmaker (A Trip to the Moon and others).

Hugo (Asa Butterfield) is an orphaned boy who se-
cretly cares for the clocks in a Paris train station in the 
1930s, and lives in fear of being caught by station inspec-
tor Gustav (Sacha Baron Cohen). Hugo is on a mission 
to find the missing pieces to complete the assembly of an 
automaton, a job left to him following the sudden death 
of his father. His quest for parts (gears and such) leads 
him to Georges, a cranky toy salesman with a stall in the 
station, from whom Hugo regularly steals. A confronta-
tion with Georges leads to the loss of Hugo’s notebook 
with the illustrations for assembling the automaton. It also 
results in Hugo meeting and befriending Georges’ god-
daughter Isabelle (Chloë Grace Moretz).

If adults (such as this one) find themselves squirming 
in their seats for almost the first third of Hugo’s virtually 
endless setup, imagine how kids will feel. Nevertheless, 
there is a payoff, and it’s a grand one. Once the connec-
tion is made between Georges’ true identity, via film histo-
rian Rene (Michael Stuhlbarg), and Georges is coaxed out 
of hiding, Hugo becomes an inventive and visually capti-
vating spectacle for moviegoers of all ages. t

LiveLy aRts // OuT ON SCREEN

By gRegg shaPiRo
The adventures of Tintin (Paramount/Columbia): Based 
on the character created by alleged Nazi-sympathizer 
Hergé and directed by Steven Spielberg (who apparently 
forgave Hergé of any misdeeds), the 3D The ad-
ventures of Tintin is proof that motion-capture and 
CGI have come a long way since The Polar ex-
press. Going the 3D route, as Scorcese did with 
Hugo, Spielberg adds dimension, if you will, to this 
mystery adventure that takes us from city streets 
to the high seas and back again.

young journalist Tintin (voiced by Jamie Bell), 
along with his canine companion Snowy, gets 
more than he bargained for when he purchases a 
model ship of a vessel called the unicorn at an 
open-air market. unbeknownst to Tintin, the mod-
el, one of three, contains a cylinder with one of 
three scraps of paper leading to a buried treasure. But you 
can bet the evil Sakharine (voiced by Daniel Craig) knows 
all about it and he’ll stop at nothing, including enlisting 
opera singer Bianca Castafiore (Kim Stengel), a.k.a. the 
Milanese Nightingale, to get what he wants by whatever 
means necessary.

Sakharine doesn’t count on the ever resourceful Tintin 
teaming up with the perpetually inebriated Captain Had-
dock (voiced by Andy Serkis) in this tale of pirates and 
pickpockets, buried treasure and burying the hatchet, 

revenge and re-
wards. A visual 
delight, The ad-
ventures of Tintin 
is a treat for the 
spirit with the 
promise of more 
to come. 

The artist 
(Weinstein): It’s 
no exaggeration 
to say that ev-
erything you’ve 

probably already heard about Michel Hazanavicius’ The 
artist is true and then some. As innovative as a (mostly) 
silent, black and white film about silent movies can be in 
2011, The artist not only restores a lost art form to its 
former glory, but it also polishes it up for a contemporary 
audience. One of the benefits of such a movie (at least at 
the screening this critic attended) is that the audience sat 
in silent and rapt attention. No conversations (whispered 
or otherwise) or ringing mobile phones interrupted the ex-
perience.

Beginning in 1927, when silent film favorite George 
(Jean Dujardin) is at the top of his game and on top of the 
box office for the Kinograph movie studio and his direc-
tor Al (John Goodman). George and aspiring actress and 
fan Peppy (Bérénice Bejo) meet cute outside of a mobbed 
movie theater. George is in a loveless marriage to Doris 
(Penelope Ann Miller) and is more affectionate with his 
dog (uggie), who is also his regular co-star. 

Sadly, things are doomed from the start for George. 
There’s the 1929 stock market crash. Then there’s the birth 
of the talkies, of which he wants no part. Combine that with 

Reel Advice the dissolution of his marriage, the ascent of Peppy the 
movie star and his increased dependence on alcohol and 
you have a first rate tragedy unfolding. But what would the 
movies (silent or otherwise) be without redemption and 
second chances? Not to mention tap dances.

The marvelous thing about The artist is the way that 
the actors effortlessly communicate every transition, be it 

dramatic or comedic, through 
facial expressions and body 
language. It’s a reminder 
about how much more there is 
to acting than a raised voice, 
an inflated stare, or explo-
sions. The artist is a truly ar-
tistic achievement. 

The Girl with the dragon 
Tattoo (Columbia/MGM): Fol-
lowing the unprecedented 
success of the late Stieg Lars-
son’s series of novels and the 

well-received trio of Swedish film versions of those nov-
els, Hollywood and director David Fincher have stepped 
in to get a slice of the popular pie. Not much gets lost in 
translation in this faithful remake, except perhaps some-
what less focus on the lesbian side of socially outcast, 
tattooed and pierced, computer hacker Lisbeth Salander’s 
(Rooney Mara) bisexuality. To her credit, Mara, stepping 
into the role originated by Noomi Rapace, does the char-
acter justice.

Like the original, clocking in at more than two and a 
half hours, there’s a lot to set up and establish before Lis-
beth and disgraced journalist and publisher Mikael (Dan-
iel Craig) become a team. Still reeling from his libel case 
loss, Mikael is summoned by wealthy industrialist Henrik 
(Christopher Plummer), after being thoroughly vetted by 
Lisbeth, to help solve the mystery of the disappearance 
(and possible murder) of Henrik’s favorite niece which 
occurred more than 40 years earlier. Accepting the proj-
ect, Mikael finds himself in the midst of one of the most 
dysfunctional families ever imagined. Nazis and religious 
fanatics and psychos, oh my!

Lisbeth, meanwhile, has her own hardships. She is in 
demand with various legal professionals and high rank-
ing business officials for her incredible computer and re-
search skills, as well as her photographic memory. But 
as a ward of the state, she is also captive to the perverse 
whims of Bjurman (yorick van Wageningen), the govern-
ment bureaucrat who signs who her allowance checks. In 
some of the film’s most disturbing and graphic sequences, 
Lisbeth is abused by Bjurman. But Lisbeth does get the 
chance to serve up a chilled dish of revenge.

Once Mikael becomes aware of Lisbeth, he realizes 
that he won’t be 
able to complete 
his investigation 
without her help. 
An unlikely a team 
if there ever was 
one, the com-
bined firepower 
of Mikael and Lis-
beth makes for 
explosive results. 
Thrilling, terrifying 

iMUsic: hits PaRaDe
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Baltimore Arts and CultureBaltimore Arts and Culture
American Visionary Art Museum
This national museum and education center 

highlights the outstanding original works of art 
created by intuitive, self-taught artists.  
Information: avam.org, 410-244-1900

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum
This fascinating, fun place for kids, families and 

lovers of history and American railroading features 
the most comprehensive collection in the Western 
Hemisphere. Information: borail.org, 410-752-2490

Baltimore Museum of Art
Now offering permanent free general admission, 

Maryland's largest art museum features an 
internationally renowned collection of 19th century, 

modern and contemporary art.
Information: artbma.org, 443-573-1700

Baltimore Opera Company
Enjoy fully staged grand operas featuring 

international singers, directors and conductors.
Information: baltimoreopera.com, 410-727-6000

Leigh Martinet was born in Baltimore, Maryland to 
Eugene and Mary Martinet who were the founders of 
the Baltimore Opera Company. Leigh conducted the 
Baltimore Opera Company from 1947 through 1960.

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
Featuring award-winning Music Director Marin Alsop, 

the symphony performs classical, pops, family, 
summer and holiday concerts showcasing world-

renowned artists.
Information:  bsomusic.org, 410-783-8000

CENTERSTAGE
This professional theater presents a variety of home-
produced plays, from Shakespeare to August Wilson, 

Sondheim to Shaw.
Information: centerstage.org, 410-332-0033

Contemporary Museum
This unique museum promotes the art of our time 

as both educational tool and catalyst of progressive 
social change in Baltimore and surrounding areas.

Information: contemporary.org, 410-783-5720

Fort McHenry National Monument 
and Historic Shrine

This 18th century brick fort defended Baltimore 
harbor during the War of 1812 and is the birthplace of 

the American national anthem.
Information: nps.gov/fomc, 410-962-4290

Maryland Historical Society
Discover the history of Maryland and America at the 
home of the original manuscript of the Star-Spangled 
Banner, Tench Tilghman's revolutionary war uniform 

and Benjamin Banneker's almanac.
Information: mdhs.org, 410-685-3750, x 321

The National Great Blacks  
In Wax Museum

America's first wax museum of African American 
history and culture features more than 100 life-size 

and lifelike wax figures.
Information: greatblacksinwax.org, 410-563-7809

Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland 
African American History & Culture

This museum highlights the history and 
accomplishments of Maryland's African American 

community, featuring exhibitions, resource centers, a 
cafe and a gift shop.

Information: africanamericanculture.org, 443-263-1801

The Walters Art Museum
Now offering permanent, free general admission, 

this world-class museum offers 55 centuries of art, 
including Egyptian mummies, medieval armor and

19th -century masterpieces.
Information: thewalters.org, 410-547-9000
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Reducing the amount of materials and en-
ergy required to build or maintain a home 
can help to substantially reduce your car-
bon footprint. At the same time, a green ap-
proach to home ownership ensures greater 
peace of mind, physical comfort, and pres-
ervation of a sustainable investment over 
the lifetime of the home. Save money while 
living a more responsible green lifestyle 
– whether buying a condo, remodeling a 
home, planning new construction, or just 
wanting to take simple environmentally 
conscious steps forward. Here are some 
of the many interesting paths to a greener 
home: 

construction methods
The use of recycled materials; form-

aldehyde-free insulation, nontoxic paint, 
and intelligent energy-aware construction 
methods are just a few of the ways to cre-
ate a more Earth-friendly home. 

• Optimum Value Engineering (OVE) 
techniques are those design and framing 
strategies for wood or “stick-built” con-
struction that were developed by the For-
est Products Laboratory in collaboration 
with the National Association of Home 
Builders. Buildings employing OVE prac-
tices use less lumber and achieve higher 
insulation values without compromising 
structural integrity. 

• That translates into lower construc-
tion costs and less energy consumption 
over the life of the home. The amount of 
lumber bought, transported, wasted due to 
overage, and transported away from the 
site as trash is greatly reduced, while ther-
mal and acoustic insulation is boosted. 

• A study conducted by the National 
Association of Home Builders Research 
Center (NAHBRC) found that OVE framing 
techniques can potentially save as much 
as $1.20 per square foot when compared 
with conventional wood framing methods. 

• Pre-fabricated architecture is also 
making progressive strides forward. An 
entire generation of green designers is of-
fering aesthetically award-winning houses 
and condos that can be built quickly in a 
modular manner, because much of the 
work is done off-site. That not only reduces 
environmental impact but also saves the 
homebuyer substantial expense.

systems and appliances
There are a variety of ways to harness 

green energy as a homeowner, and one of 
the best is to install appliances rated with 
the Energy Star designation. Some states 
even offer “healthy home” certification for 
energy efficiency that can qualify the hom-
eowner for tax rebates or other perks. 

• Passive heating and cooling tech-

yoUR Money 

niques can be also employed by almost 
any homeowner to capture or deflect solar 
heat with a reflective roof, intensive insula-
tion, or just strategically placed old-fash-
ioned ceiling fans. An open floor plan with 
good cross-ventilation, in fact, can actually 
reduce energy bills significantly by making 
a home easier to cool in sum- m e r 
– so green options do not 
necessarily have to be 
radically futuristic.

• For those who 
decide to install 
solar panels or 
wind turbines, 
there is an increas-
ing amount of govern-
ment support being of-
fered. Both state and 
federal tax incentives 
are available, depend-
ing upon where you live, 
and many local utility companies 
also provide assistance. 

• The utility company may, for example, 
help install the equipment or share the cost 
of the system. Homeowners who tie their 
panels and turbines into a public grid can 
also “run the meter backwards” by selling 
the excess energy that they produce back 
to the utility company. Then the power will 
be redistributed so it can be used by other 
customers who share the grid.

green products for the home
Homeowners can also choose more 

environmentally safe and beneficial prod-
ucts such as “on-demand” water heat-
ers, energy efficient light bulbs, low-VOC 
paints, and flooring or counter top products 
made from renewable materials like bam-
boo, cork, and recycled plastic or glass. 

• Conventional house paints contain 
toxic Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC). 
But low or zero-VOC paints and finishes 

perform just as well and they are more 
pleasant to use because they do not have 
the strong odors associated with high-VOC 
paints. 

• Cork bark can be sustainably har-
vested without damaging the health of the 
cork tree. Then it grows back within a year 
or two. Cork is a great insulator and is un-

usually resilient – making it exception-
ally comfortable underfoot. It 

also cleans up easily and 
is acoustically superior, 

so it is a quiet choice 
for any room in the 
house.

• Bamboo is 
harder and more du-

rable than many variet-
ies of hardwood, yet it 
also happens to be the 
fastest growing plant 

on the planet. As one of 
the most rapidly renewable 

sources of potential building materi-
als on Earth, it is also beautiful to look at 
and gives off a warmth and glow that will 
enhance any ambience at a highly com-
petitive price.

If you decide to build an outdoor deck, 
check out the newer decking materials 
made from recycled plastics. They look 
and perform like wood but have none of 
the harsh chemicals and annoying splin-
ters that are found in conventional pres-
sure-treated lumber. Maintain a healthy 
canopy of trees outside to shade the home 
and reduce air conditioning costs, keeping 
in mind that trees and plants clean the air 
– making the environment better for every-
one. t

For a free list of green homes in your 
community, contact a realtor at Gayreal-
estate.com, the nation’s largest free direc-
tory of gay, lesbian and gay friendly real 
estate agents, representing buyers free.

Save Money with a Sustainable Home

‘these two entities – Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac – are not facing 
any kind of financial crisis’ – Barney Frank  credit: Bob Wellington

Green Living Tips
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Jeffrey Tessmer  •  J�m m�����J�m m�����

701 s. Broadway • Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com  •  jim.mikula@lnf.com

O - 410-675-5500   Jim C - 410-960-2836  Jeffrey C - 410-218-5235

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office) PenFed Realty

Ednor GardEns
3727 rExmErE road

Move right into this beautifully appointed end of 
group! Built like a fortress with huge rooms and 

incredible light. French doors, sun room, rear deck, 
large master bedroom with sitting area, fun, funky, 
retro 50s kitchen, and one car garage!  Convenient 

to Waverly farmers market, JHU and downtown! 
Great value at $189,000!
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THE LODGE CREW

NYE @ THE LODGE
BOONSBORO, MD » DECEMBER 31, 2011
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By MaRy tayLoR
Calle’s Cucina located at 2431-2433 
St. Paul Street (between 24th and 25th 
Streets) is a community-focused, ByOB 
restaurant in the heart of Charles Village. 

Calle’s Cucina offers simple but elegant 
Italian fine dining on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings 
beginning at 5:30 pm. followed 
by an elegant brunch on Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is of-
fered Tuesday through Saturday. 

This space was formerly 
known as yabba Pot Restau-
rant. After the cleaning, paint-
ing and total refurbishing, it’s 
been turned into an elegant, 
European-style ristorante-bistro 
environment with a full, Italian-
focused menu and a modern, 
open kitchen that lets you feel 
like you are part of your meal. 
Chef Calle uses heart-healthy 
extra virgin olive and vegetable 
oils and vegan and gluten-free 
menu items are available.

Chef and owner Carl Vahl spent 25 
years practicing law in New york before 
retiring in early 2010. “Three months away 
from my 25th year as a lawyer enough 
was enough,” chef Carl said. Moving to 
New york City to attend the International 
Culinary Center’s School of Italian Studies 
and then attending Alma, Italy’s, foremost 
international culinary program, he took 
classes in modern and traditional Italian 
cuisine from Michelin-rated chef instruc-
tors. After spending 
six months in the 
kitchen classroom, 
Carl apprenticed 
at Alla Lanterna, a 
seafood restaurant 
located in Fano on 
the Adriatic coast.

Calle’s Cucina 
offers lunch and 
dinner take-away 
and local delivery, 
including gour-
met pizza and sandwiches. If you have 
ever had a pizza from Italy then you will 
know good pizza. Well you don’t have to 
go across the ocean to go get one now. 
Chef Carl also makes gelato each day and 
endeavors to buy all natural, fresh and lo-
cal ingredients from local vendors and pro-
ducers whenever possible. “Each dish is 

Dining

made to order. We don’t mass-produce so 
when you have a special order it doesn’t 
upset us,” he says.

Why ByOB you ask? It helps to reduce 
overhead as no liquor license or special insur-
ance is needed and allows customers to save 
significantly on their overall dinner costs.

Calle’s Cucina is community-based in 
Charles Village, so residents can walk in 
and save the high cost of parking down-
town. Or they can park on the street, where 
you can still get two hours of parking for 

less than one dol-
lar on the parking 
meter. Parking is 
available nearby.

Calle’s Cucina 
is also an art gal-
lery featuring art-
work from amaz-
ing local artists, 
currently featur-
ing Danielle Chi. 
Danielle is from 
Kodiak, Alaska, 
and has been liv-
ing and working in 
Baltimore for four 
years. Receiving 
her art degree 
from the univer-
sity of Maryland, 

College Park, she has since been working 
in contemporary art galleries and teach-
ing art enrichment to kids through differ-
ent non-profit organizations in the city. 
Danielle’s current body of work embodies 
a collision of color fields and linear forms. 
Eleven pieces are currently on display and 
offered for sale in our elegant dining room.

Now going to Calle’s Cucina might be 
a great evening out but chef Carl has one 
more thing to entice you. He will come to 

you! Baltimore Distinctive 
Home Dining is a personal 
chef service. They are Bal-
timore’s only exclusive in-
home, fine dining company. 
They specialize in fine, 
home dining, small events 
and catering where super 
high quality is more im-
portant than feeding large 
numbers of guests. This 
concept brings catering 
events to a whole new level 

of excellence. Could you ask for any better 
than this? 

Check out both Calle’s Cucina and 
Baltimore Distinctive Home Dining and tell 
them Baltimore OUTloud sent you. t

For more info, browse to Baltimore-
distinctivehomedining.com and calles-
cucina.com

calle’s cucina! 
2431-2433 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, MD 21218GREENMOUNT BOOKS

New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253

QUEST PrES
EnTS:

“The Shawnna 
Alexander Show”

JanUary 14 
2012 @ 9:30

Pm

with special 
guests 

Majic Alexander, Kyrstal Nova Blair, 

 Mama Fonda, Mara Diamond, and more!

music by DJ “Lord Byron”

$8 @ The Door • $7 Advance Sale 

Call 410-563-2617 • Doors Open @ 8:30 PM

Baltimore’s Favorite!

3607 FLEET ST., BALTIMORE, MD • 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

www.QuESTBARBALTIMORE.cOM

HaPPy HoUr 
Daily 4-8Pm
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The ValenTine’s sweeThearT Menu!
A Set Menu CreAted By Chef LunA for you & your VALentine

• reSerVAtionS reCoMMended
• BAr SeAting AVAiLABLe  • greAt food And drinkS

Welcome Creating Change Conference!
BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10% OFF YOUR ENTREE.

(Not Valid Valentine’s Day or Meyerhoff Event Nights)

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | CArry out | PriVAte eVentS | CAtering

1225 Cathedral Street | Baltimore, MD 21201
now ACCePting onLine reSerVAtionS!

CALLE’S CUCINA
Thursday, Friday & Saturday  5:30pm to 10pm 

Sunday Brunch: 8am to 2pm
Lunch, Coffee, Dessert & Snacks: 8am to 3pm 

Tuesday to Saturday.

2431-2433 Saint Paul St., Baltimore MD 21218
www.callescucina.com 410-235-0128

To Reserve a Table Email us at carlvahlchef@msn.com 
or Phone/Text 716-378-5920

Free Martini with  
any Entree from our 

Upscale Comfort Food

Special for the Creating Change Conference!

Tav Er n

ThE  n Ew

2239 ESSEx STrEET, CanTon • 410-522-0015

Best new Bar/Baltimore Sun • Best Bar Makeover/City Paper

Live Band Friday night
Karaoke Saturday night
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I love this time of year! A new year is like 
a blank piece of paper- all fresh and clean 
with nothing written on it yet. What will be 
the big news in 2012? Who will be Mr. Mid-
Atlantic Leather 2012? Who will be Interna-
tional Ms. Leather 2012? Who will take the 
title of International Mr. Leather 2012? I am 
ready for another year. It is a chance to start 
again. Plus, 2012 is off to a good start! 

 Many thanks to COMMAND, MC. and 
the staff of Leon’s for a wonderful New 
year’s Eve. Personally, I have never liked 
New year’s Eve. It can be a recipe for dis-
appointment. One can build up such high 
expectations of a night that is to 
supposed to be one of the most 
fun and exciting nights of the 
year. It also never helps that my 
other half is always out of town 
during the winter months. Thank 
God for my leather family. I was 
very determined not to drive on 
New year’s Eve because I was 
very determined to drink. That 
plan worked perfectly. I had Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2011 pick me 
up at my house and Mr. Michigan 
Leather 2004 drive me home at 
3am. I had a blast! Leon’s could 
not have been more festive. 
There was great music playing. There was 
lots of food at both Leon’s and the Triple 
L. The bar really went all out. Hell, even 
veteran bartender Vernon had on a tuxedo! 

If you missed it, COMMAND, MC. will 
be returning to Leon’s Leather Lounge on 
Saturday, February 26 for a bar night from 

10:00 p.m. until midnight. It will be another 
fun night at the Triple L. 

The ShipMates Club of Baltimore is 
ready to kick off 2012 with a bar night on 
Saturday, January 28. you will want to join 
Baltimore’s oldest leather club for a “Code 
Night” at the Baltimore Eagle. Those in 
leather, uniforms, or gear will get specials 
at the Club Bar. Remember when the Bal-
timore Eagle was filled with leather? The 
ShipMates want to kick off the New year by 
bringing back the old days! 

For me the real old days involve The 
Lodge in western Maryland. It was my first 
gay bar and I went there on New year’s 
Eve many years ago with my high school 
girlfriend. (She kept saying, “If you are un-
comfortable, we can leave.” I kept saying, 
“I’m going to the men’s room. If I am not 
back in an hour don’t wait for me.”) Any-
way- The Lodge located at 21614 National 
Pike in Boonsboro, Maryland 21713 is still 
going strong on weekends. Plus, every 
third Friday of the month is Bear/ Leather 
Night from 9 pm to 2 am. There is no cover 
before 10 pm and it is only $3 after 10 pm. 
Leather / Bear Night at The Lodge is host-
ed by the Hub City Bears. I can’t wait to 

go up there again. It is a fun 
club with great dance music. 
Plus, it is a feel good place 
for me. It takes me back to 
my roots. (The ones “Just for 
Men” don’t cover.) you will 
have a great time and meet 
lots of friendly people. 

yes, I am really excited 
about the New year. Plus in 
the next column, I will be able 
to tell you who was sashed 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
2012. See you at MAL in 
Washington, D.C. on Janu-
ary 13-15. It is not too late 

to make plans. Visit www.leatherweekend.
com for all the details. It is worth the drive 
from Baltimore to D.C. just to shop the 
Leather Mart! Mid-Atlantic Leather Week-
end is always fantastic! I will have lots to 
write about. I had better buy some more 
paper. t

A New Year in 
Leather

BAR GUIDE
BAltImoRE

Back Door Lounge
5801 Pulaski Highway  

(back of Gold Club  
entertainment complex)

410-483-3356

BaLtimore eagLe
2022 North Charles Street

443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

cLuB 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431
  www.club1722.com

cLuB Bunns
608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

the gaLLery
1735 Maryland Ave.

410-539-6965

hiPPo
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

granD centraL
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on reaD
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

BAltImoRE
 Leon’s

870 Park Ave
410-539-4993

mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St

410-563-0465

station north  
arts cafe gaLLery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
www.stationnortharts.com 

the Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

triPLe LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

  Pw’s sPorts Bar  
& griLL

9855 Washington Blvd. N. 
Suite N

Laurel, MD 20723
301) 498-4840        

www.pwsplace.com

HARRIsBURG, 
PEnnsylvAnIA

the Brownstone  
412 Forster St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-7009

 brownstonelounge.com/

staLLions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060 

 www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawBerry 
cafe 

704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

(717)234-4228

nePtune Lounge 
268 North St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)233-3078

LiQuiD 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590 

 www.liquid891.com

yoRk, 
PEnnsylvAnIA

cLuB xs 
36 W 11th Ave

York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969 

 www.clubxsyork.com
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Greetings all, yes the Voice of the youth col-
umn has returned! Amidst my graduation from 
Coppin State university, Celebrating Christ-
mas, and the New year, I am back. This year, 
I promise to make more of an impact and be 
a voice for the LGBT youth everywhere, but 
enough about that subject and me. 

In this edition of the Voice of the youth I 
want to touch on a subject. Remember when 
you were young? No, really, I’m asking you re-
member when you were in middle school and 
how good and/or bad life seemed for you? The 
reason I’m bringing this up is that I recently 
started working at a job where I work with 
kids who are in the sixth through ninth grade 
and working around these kids, I’ve learned a 
lot from them. More than I probably learned in 
any classroom in college. Watching these kids, 
I remembered how I felt as an eighth grader. 

I felt out of place and at times weird. I felt like 
I had all the energy in the world and thought 
that I could run the world better than any man in 
power could. I remember wanting to be popular 
and liked by my peers.

As adults, many of us forget where we 
come from. My mother always enforced in my 
sister and me that “Those who forget their past 
are doomed to repeat it.” Many of us remem-
ber when we were at that age and we started 
to realize that we were attracted to the same 
sex, and how when and if our peers did find 
out how we would then be ridiculed them and 
told that we were going to hell. How many of 
us suffered beating after beating from our peers 
and told that we were freaks and that we should 
all kill ourselves and we wished that someone 
was there in our corner telling us “It gets bet-
ter.” Often times, I think that we in the commu-
nity over shadow the youth and don’t advocate 
enough for them. This is why they are working 
in Baltimore to make sure that places like “The 
Den” come from thought and into existence, so 
that the youth we serve can have a place to be 
themselves and be happy and to know that it 
gets better for them. 

Adults need to remember who we were 
when we were young and to remember at times 
to bring out their inner child. If you don’t bring 
out your inner child they may died, and you 
may lose touch with yourself. Sit back now and 
think about it. Do you remember when you were 
young? t

Remember When 
You Were Young? 

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

REAL PARENTING

By vann MiLLhoUse 
Raising children is one of the most reward-
ing jobs a family will experience during this 
lifetime. Given the opportunity to guide 
a life on their path can prove to be very 
challenging. Planning for all of the monu-
mental moments that lead to the day when 
there will be an empty nest is priceless. 
However, there are parents who may not 
experience this event because they have 
children with special needs. 

Often times as we are dating and wait-
ing for the day to settle down and have a 
family we take for granted that our future 
children will have ten fingers and ten toes. 
Rarely does anyone consider the person 

they fall in love with may have children with 
special needs. Such a couple here in Bal-
timore is raising two children with autism.

Ms. Smith has two children under the 
age of ten with autism. She expressed the 
challenges of raising two children with spe-
cial needs and dating. Dating is a challenge 
within itself, and when you have children 
coupled with special needs, it narrows the 
prospects explains the mother of two. Be-
fore meeting her soul mate, Shannon, she 
said that she had grown content with be-
ing single. Protective of her children, Ms. 
Smith happily says her careful selection 
process has finally paid off. 

Meeting several years ago, Ms. Smith 
and Shannon have a balanced family with 
a firm foundation. Biological mom, Ms. 
Smith admits that she was hesitant dur-
ing the initial phase of the relationship. 
Her past experiences were with partners 
who were unable to meet the challenges 
of raising children. Additionally, since her 
children may not leave the nest, and re-
quire more attention than normal, Ms. 

Smith was apprehensive to move forward 
on their mutual attraction. After much con-
versation and actions proving her words 
true, Ms. Smith and Shannon combined 
households. An overwhelming success for 
the adults and children, the couple hopes 
to marry in the future.

Both children are making remarkable 
progress in the social and educational 
milestones. One of the major difficulties in 
the relationship, says Shannon, is finding 
quality time to spend with one another; just 
like any couple. In many ways she feels 
that her life experiences have specifically 
prepared her to easily love, cherish, and 
care for her sons. Coming from a strong 
military background, and personally need-
ing special services as a youngster allows 
her to relate to her boys with an enduring 
loving persistence that is needed to help 
them reach each goal. Shannon hopes to 
adopt her sons in the future.

Some major challenges faced by the par-
ents are making sure that the school system 
is providing their children with the best edu-
cational opportunities. Just recently the par-
ents combated a bullying incident. Standing 
firm as a unit with the educational system is 
critical. This institution has its own unspoken 
biases about the LGBT community. Rarely 
do administrators have the opportunity to 
see an active LGBT parental unit with spe-
cial needs children. The couple feels that 
making their presence known has created a 
small change in the way the schooling sys-
tem views LGBT parents. Another test for the 
couple was teaching the children how to write 
and use the restroom has proven tedious, yet 
successful. Each day there is something new 
to look forward too, making their family jour-
ney pleasurable. Both parents say that they 
would not trade this experience for the world. 
Raising children is definitely a gift and to be 
afforded the opportunity to love and care for 
children with Autism makes this experience 
that more exciting! Watching them achieve 
goals, and explore this wonderful world and 
all it has to offer creates change on a very 
profound level. t

Creating Real Change – Exceptional 
Parenting with Special Needs Children

“Her past experiences 
were with partners  
who were unable to 
meet the challenges  
of raising children. 

Additionally, since her  
children may not leave 

the nest, and require  
more attention than 

normal.”
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NEW YEAR’S EVE » BALTIMORE
PHOTOS BY STEVE CHARING
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Community Bulletin Board

January 13- February 12
Ain’ t misbehavin’
Named after the 1929 “Fats” Waller song, serves as 
a tribute to the black musicians of the 1920s and ‘30s 
who were part of the Harlem Renaissance, an era of 
growing creativity, cultural awareness, and ethnic 
pride. It was a time when Manhattan nightclubs like 
the Cotton Club and the Savoy Ballroom were the 
playgrounds of high society and Lenox Avenue dives 
were filled with piano players banging out the new 
beat known as swing. $20, or enjoy ten spot Thursday 
at $10. Visit http://www.spotlighters.org for show 
times.

January 15
PFLAG-Westminster-Carroll County Meeting
Open discussion about Religion and Homosexuality.  
Meetings are free, confidential and open to the public.  
Light refreshments will be served.  5:00 p.m., St. Paul’s 
UCC Fellowship Hall, 17 Bond St. (Bond & Green Sts.), 
Westminster, MD.  Info: 410-848-5975.  Info: www.
pflagwcc.org, June Horner, 410-795-2418, e-mail: 
junehorner@gmail.com. 

January 15
Partners Portraits
(ongoing for 3-6 weeks) A presentation of portraits 
of same-sex couples 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 49 West 
St., Annapolis, MD http://www.49westcoffeehouse.
com/calendar/index.

January 19-22
The Baltimore Boat Show
Docking January 19 at the Baltimore Convention 
Center, is not only a favorite winter destination to shop 
hundreds of boats and accessories, it also provides 
new and experienced boaters alike an opportunity 
to escape the winter chill and enjoy the benefits of 
the boating lifestyle with daily entertainment and 
education for all ages. January 19 and 20 11 a.m. – 9 
p.m.; January 21, 10 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. January 22 from 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. $10, under sixteen, free with 
an adult.

January 21
THIS IS WHAT LOVE IN ACTION LOOKS LIKE
In an early example of the power of social media 
to spark change, this documentary tells the story of 
how Zach Stark, whose posts on Myspace about 
being forcibly sent to Love In Action (LIA), caused 
international outcry. Immediately after coming out 
at 16, Zach’s parents decided to send him to LIA’s 
Christian based reform program for youth called 
Refuge. But as Zach began to learn about the program 
- from shaming and blaming to conversion therapy 
and social isolation – he became overwhelmed 
with trepidation. He vented his feelings on his blog, 
never dreaming that his posts would spread virally to 
classmates, local activists, and ultimately CNN, the 
New York Times, and Good Morning America. This 
film shows how one young voice inspired a global 
response that led to the closing of Refuge and showed 
the world what the love in action really looks like. 
Peterson Toscano, Janelle Treibitz and Morgan Jon 
Fox in person! 11:00 a.m. FREE. 3134 Eastern Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD. (410) 276-1651

January 24
PFLAG Howard County  
Rainbow Youth and Allies
Rainbow Youth and Allies provides a safe space for 
youth (up to age 22) who are Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
& Transgendered (GLBT), as well as their allies. 
Meetings are on the 2nd & 4th Tues. of the month, at 
Owen Brown Interfaith Center. 7246 Cradlerock Way, 
Columbia, MD. 7:30 p.m. Free

January 25
Transgender Issues Working Group
The input and perspective of our transgender supporters 
is vital for the advancement of transgender issues, 
legislation and education in our community. The 
working group meets every other Wednesday at 
the Equality Maryland offices 1201 S. Sharp Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21230). 7:00 p.m. Free, registration 
required. For info contact owen@equalitymaryland.org

January 28
Wicked Jezabel
Named after the 1929 “Fats” Waller song, serves as a 
tribute to the black musicians of the 1920s and ‘30s who 
were part of the Harlem Renaissance, an era of growing 
creativity, cultural awareness, and ethnic pride. It was 
a time when Manhattan nightclubs like the Cotton Club 
and the Savoy Ballroom were the playgrounds of high 
society and Lenox Avenue dives were filled with piano 
players banging out the new beat known as swing. 
$20, or enjoy ten spot Thursday at $10. Visit http://
www.spotlighters.org for show times.

February 4
SUNRIZE: The Musical
A benefit for Iron Crow Theatre.  One Night Only!  A 
loving satire of divas in contemporary theatre.  8:00 
p.m. Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St., Baltimore. 
Tickets $25 includes post-performance reception, hors 
d’oeuvres, wine, dancing.  Info and to purchase tickets: 
ironcrowtheatre.com, theatreproject.org. 

February 6
The Ice Man Cometh  
to the Fells Point Corner Theatre
Eugene O’Neill’s iconic look at our potential to really 
possess our dreams and relations in life. Set in a1912 
Skid Row saloon.  $12 all shows opening weekend. 
$17 Friday and Saturday Nights; $15 Sunday Matinees 
Thursday Night, Feb. 9, $10.  Fells Point Corner 
Theatre, 251 South Ann Street, Baltimore, MD Parking 
at Pratt and Ann.  Info: (410) 276-7837, fpct.org.

February 6
The Stoop Seven Deadly Sins Show
A one-time phone sex worker talking about LUST; a 
mortgage lender talking about (what else?) GREED; 
a compulsive FB-er talking about ENVY; and more. 
8:00 p.m. CENTERSTAGE, 700 N. Calvert Street, 
Baltimore, MD. $20 general admission.

February 10-12
Winter Festival of Wonders
The gallery will house installations, sculptures and 
2-D art. The weekend will feature four ticketed 
performances, including The Wizards Ball Festival 
Kick-off, a Show of Magic, a concert by Telesma, and 
Dr. Nodnol’s Sunday Circus. During the day, from Noon 
– 5:00 p.m. On both Saturday and Sunday, the gallery 
will be open, free of charge, Area 405, 405 E. Oliver 
Street, Baltimore, MD.

Send your information for 
upcoming events to 
calander@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 cLeaning  BooKs & giFts sUPPoRt gRoUP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 coUnseLing

 Massage PhotogRaPhy

 consULting

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 Lawn

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 hanDyMan 
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 attoRney  tax seRvices  tRaveL

 FinanciaL  eLectRician

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

caLL 410-244-6780 to aDveRtise.

Professional services

 Pet sUPPLies  heLP wanteD  PhotogRaPhy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

AVON 
Independent SaleS RepReSentatIveS 
Want choose your hours, your income 

and your rewards? WE DO!!

Contact John Redmond/Bill Palmer AISR 
(443) 421-9091 / (443) 421-9090 

JnBBeauty@gmail.com

$$$$$$
want to choose your hours, your 

income, and your rewards? we Do!!! 

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.
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RESERVE YOUR ROYAL CARIBBEAN VACATION WITH US TODAY!

All itineraries are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply.  ©2012 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd Ships registry: The Bahamas.  12027137 • 1/10/2012

THE SEA KISSES EVERY SHORE.
WE TAKE THE RELATIONSHIP EVEN FURTHER.

For Reservations and Information, Please Contact Your Professional Travel Agent:

Enchantment of the Seas® 
8-NIGHT BERMUDA & NORTHEAST 
Sailing April–August 2012 from 
Baltimore, Maryland  

Explorer of the Seas® 
9-NIGHT BERMUDA & CARIBBEAN 
Sailing April–August 2012 
from Cape Liberty Cruise Port, NJ

Majesty of the Seas® 
3/4-NIGHT BAHAMAS 
Sailing year-round 
from Miami, Florida 

Mariner of the Seas® 
7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
Sailing now-April 2012 
from Galveston, Texas

Oasis & Allure of the Seas® 
7-NIGHT EASTERN/WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
Sailing year-round 
from Fort Lauderdale, Florida  

Voyager of the Seas®
7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
Sailing now-April 2012 
from New Orleans, Louisiana 

Munseok Ryan Choi
Kimchi Travel

4600 S. Four Mile Run Dr. #1033
Arlington, VA 22204

202.713.6385
www.kimchitravelus.com

www.facebook/kimchi travel


