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Administration 
Drops Defense 
of DOMA
The Obama Administration decid-
ed not to continue its defense of the 
so-called “Defense of Marriage Act” 
(DOMA) in court. DOMA denies fed-
eral recognition and benefits to le-
gally married same-sex couples and 
purports to allow states to deny recog-
nition to those couples as well.

“After careful consideration, in-
cluding a review of my recommen-
dation, the President has concluded 
that given a number of factors, includ-
ing a documented history of discrim-
ination, classifications based on sex-
ual orientation should be subject to a 
more heightened standard of scruti-
ny,” said Attorney General Eric Holder 
in a statement issued on February 
23. “The President has also conclud-
ed that Section 3 of DOMA, as ap-
plied to legally married same-sex cou-
ples, fails to meet that standard and is 
therefore unconstitutional.”

Under federal law, the Department 
of Justice must report to Congress its 
intent not to defend the statute and 
it is likely that anti-LGBT leaders in 
Congress will take up its defense.

DOMA, passed in 1996, de-
nies married same-sex couples over 
1,000 rights, benefits and responsi-
bilities tied to marriage under feder-
al law. These include Social Security 
survivors’ benefits, family and medical 
leave, equal compensation as feder-
al employees, and immigration rights, 
among many others. t

OUT

By Steve Charing
On a brisk Saturday, February 12, close to 300 lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, queer, intersex and ally (LGBTQIA) college stu-
dents representing area colleges and universities gathered at Johns 
Hopkins University’s Homewood Campus for a full day and evening 
marking the 2nd B’more Proud LGBTQIA Leadership Summit.

Students attended from 16 colleges, even from DC-area schools, 
such as the University of Maryland-College Park and American 
University. But most represented schools in and around Baltimore, 
with nearly 80 coming from Johns Hopkins alone.

Organizers from The B’More Proud Queer College Coalition 
(www.bmoreproud.org) say that the mission of this event is to en-
courage students to become more involved on their respective 
campuses, develop useful leadership skills and knowledge, meet 

Area College Students Convene at B’more Proud
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By Steve Charing
Sandy Rawls, Founder of Trans-United, 
spoke before a packed Lawyer’s Mall in 
Annapolis during February 14’s Lobby Day 
rally. “I am feeling good 
about this year’s possibil-
ity of passing House Bill 
235,” she said in a con-
fident voice. “We are al-
most at a historical point 
in passing legislation that 
will give protections in 
housing, credit and em-
ployment to Maryland’s 
transgender residents. 
These protections are 
needed so that transgen-
der residents of Maryland 
can feel safe and confi-
dent as they express who 
they are.”

Rawls, a trans-wom-
an who had been fired from her job as a truck 
driver because she was transitioning and 
wound up homeless for a while, did a com-
plete reversal barely 24 hours later and is-
sued the following statement: “Due to public 
outrage and disappointment of taking pub-
lic accommodations out of Maryland House 
Bill 235, I, Sandy Rawls, as the Director of 

Trans-United, reviewed the facts with legal 
representation. As a result, Trans-United is 
pulling its support for the proposed legisla-
tion, Gender Anti Discrimination Maryland 

House Bill 235.”
This surprising state-

ment came as a disap-
pointment to supporters 
of the bill and a valida-
tion for those who have 
been advocating a bill 
that includes public 
accommodations.

The conflicting views 
held by Ms. Rawls over 
the bill symbolizes the di-
vision within Maryland’s 
transgender communi-
ty. The anger is palpa-
ble and emotional on 
both sides of the issue, 
and that has led to some 

strong statements on blogs and Facebook, 
some with racial overtones.

HB235, the Gender Identity Non-
Discrimination Act, was introduced in the 
Maryland House of Delegates by Del. 
Joseline Pena-Melnyk and Del. Ariana Kelly. 
The point of contention is the failure to in-
clude “public accommodations” unlike a sim-

ilar bill that been crafted in previous years 
but died in committee.

There is a good number of transgen-
der persons expressing outrage that HB235 
lacks this component since much discrimina-
tion directed towards transgender persons 
involve the use of restrooms or even home-
less shelters as many transgender people 
become homeless after they lose their jobs 
or their housing.

Baltimore OUTloud columnist Dana 
LaRocca, an advocate for a bill that in-
cludes public accommodations wrote in 
the February 11 issue, “The places where 
transmen and transwomen are most of-
ten discriminated against are in public ac-
commodations. A bill that leaves out public 
accommodations leaves transfolk, literally, 
without a pot to piss in.”

The blog TransGriot offered the follow-
ing: “Without that ‘public accommodations’ 
language, it still leaves the door open for 
transpeople to be discriminated against, and 
as we know too well, if you give the bigots a 
millimeter, they will take that millimeter and 
discriminate with it.”

Much of the outrage is directed towards 
Equality Maryland for backing the current bill 
and being satisfied with an incremental ap-

Transgender Community Divided Over Pending Bill

Sandy rawls

attorney general eric holder
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There is so much stuff going on 
in the political arena I feel like 
I’m all thumbs. Clearly there 
are good things happening, but 
others not so good. What else 
is new? To highlight some of 
these, I will give my thumbs up 
or down on the latest news af-
fecting our community.

thumbs Up: Let’s start with 
Sen. James Brochin (Baltimore 
County) of the Judicial 
Proceedings Committee. He 
heard testimony from over a 
hundred supporters and oppo-
nents of the Religious Freedom 
and Civil Marriage Protection 
Act on February 8. Although he had been 
opposed to marriage for same-sex couples 
and preferred civil unions, he did an about 
face and came out for full marriage equali-
ty. Why? Because the arguments presented 
by the opponents were mean-spirited, hate-
ful and b.s. He had enough. They are their 
own worst enemy.

thumbs Down: The Senate through 
the amendment process on February 23 
stripped the words “Religious Freedom” from 
the name of the bill to the “Civil Marriage 
Protection Act.” This was as a result of a 
suggestion from Senator Anthony Muse 
(D-Prince George’s), a consistent opponent 
of marriage equality. The consequence of 
this change is that when the inevitable refer-
endum takes place, the revised name of the 
bill will hide the fact that the bill contains re-
ligious protections, which would have per-
haps mitigated some opponents’ ire.

thumbs Up: Lobby Day on February 14 
went well, benefiting from unseasonably mild 
weather and the buzz over the real possibil-
ity of significant legislation being passed this 
year. A large enthusiastic crowd attended 
the rally, which was well organized, and cou-
pled with the face-to-face lobbying, hopeful-
ly effective.

thumbs Down: Although there was a 
good group of speakers including lead spon-
sors of the two signature legislative initia-
tives and former Equality Maryland head 
Dan Furmansky, there was no strong head-
liner to draw even more people and really 
stoke the crowd. In the past, Judy Shepard 
and Bishop Eugene Robinson were wel-
come additions to the Lobby Day podium.

Attorney General Gansler spoke, but con-
spicuously absent was Lieutenant Governor 
Anthony Brown who many are penciling in as 
Gansler’s primary opponent in the 2014 gu-
bernatorial race. Brown had recently offered 

his public support for the mar-
riage bill. And Gov. O’Malley 
would also have been an ide-
al headliner. What a state-
ment that would have made. 
Did Equality Maryland invite 
these officials?

thumbs Up: The 
Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee voted 7-4 on 
February 17 to move the 
Religious Freedom and Civil 
Marriage Protection Act for-
ward. It marked the first time 
the bill made it out of commit-
tee and onto the Senate floor 
for a debate and vote unless 

there is a filibuster. The November elections 
and a restructuring of the committee to in-
clude more supporters greatly improved the 
chances. If it passes in the Senate, it moves 
to the House, which is expected to go our 
way.

thumbs Down: 
The controversy sur-
rounding the Gender 
Identity Non-
Discrimination 
Act (see front 
page story) 
has drawn 
passion from 
both sides—
those who op-
pose the cur-
rent legislation 
because it does not 
include “public accom-
modations” and those who 
want to get something passed 
this year even without that pro-
vision. Some have even sug-
gested that more emphasis 
has been placed on the mar-
riage bill at the expense of the 
gender identity measure and oth-
ers reject that notion wholehearted-
ly. Regardless of how one stands, the 
discourse, for the most part, has been 
ugly and personal at a time our com-
munity needs to unite—all of us—LGB and T.

thumbs Up: The B’more Proud LGBTIA 
Leadership Summit held on February 12 at 
Hopkins was a huge success (see front page 
story). Logistically, it could not have run bet-
ter, so kudos to the committee and organiz-
ers for doing a great job.

But more importantly, it was gratifying 
to see nearly 300 college students from the 
Baltimore-DC area come together and get in-

volved. As polls continue to show, the young-
er generation will help win LGBT equality as 
they replace the older and more conserva-
tive voters. Observing the passion and inter-
est and their eagerness to learn about im-
portant issues justifies my optimism.

thumbs Up: A not well-known fact is 
the advocacy work of the Columbia/Howard 
County chapter of PFLAG. What do the fol-
lowing three senators in Howard County 
have in common? Sen. Jim Robey (a for-
mer cop), Sen. Ed Kasemeyer (who besides 
Howard he represents a blue collar conser-
vative constituency in Baltimore County) and 
Sen. Allan Kittleman (a Republican) all op-
posed marriage equality at some point. Now 
all three are planning to vote for the bill on 
the Senate floor.

Representatives from the PFLAG chap-
ter doggedly met with these senators as well 
as county delegates (except for anti-gay Gail 
Bates and Warren Miller who refused meet-
ings) over the years. Chapter members told 
their stories in an effort to convince con-
cerned legislators. It has paid off, and now 
all three are on board.

thumbs Down: While this 
is not local and not directly af-
fecting the LGBT community, 
a thumbs down to Wisconsin 

governor Scott Walker for his 
union-busting tactics. It is a 

cynical attempt to weak-
en unions so they 

cannot help 
Democrats in 
future elec-
tions. Keep 
in mind 
unions have 
traditionally 
been a reli-

able support-
er of LGBT 

rights.
t h u m b s 

Down: Entertainer 
Justin Bieber for his 

comment in Rolling Stone about his views 
on being gay. “It’s everyone’s own decision 
to do that,” declaring that it is a choice. Um, 
no! Better that he listen to Lady Gaga who 
said, “There are some people in this world 
that believe being gay is a choice. It’s not a 
choice, we’re born this way.”

But the Biebs earned a thumbs Up 
when he went on to say, “It doesn’t affect me 
and shouldn’t affect anyone else.” t
Steve charing’s OUTspoken blog is at www.
Stevecharing.blogspot.com.

thumbs Up or thumbs Down
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On February 17 the Maryland Senate’s 
Judicial Proceedings Committee ended 
years of frustration for marriage equality 
advocates by vot-
ing 7-4 to move the 
Religious Freedom 
and Civil Marriage 
Protection Act to 
the Senate for de-
bate and vote. This 
historic vote was 
successful largely 
because the com-
mittee structure had 
become more fa-
vorable as a result 
of November’s elec-
tions and assignments made by Senate 
President Thomas V. Mike Miller.

Voting in favor of the legislation were 
Senators Brian Frosh, Lisa Gladden, 
Jennie Forehand, Jim Brochin, Jamie 
Raskin, Victor Ramirez, and Bobby Zirkin.

“I want to personally thank my col-
leagues who voted to put Maryland on the 

path to becoming the sixth state in the na-
tion to provide same-gender couples the 
freedom to marry,” Sen. Rich Madaleno 

(Montgomery), a co-
sponsor of the bill, 
said in a statement.

The latest count 
shows that the nec-
essary 24 votes have 
been lined up in the 
Senate to pass the 
measure. Twenty-
nine votes are need-
ed to end a filibuster.

If passed in the 
Senate and there is 
a similar outcome in 

the House, Governor O’Malley pledged to 
sign the bill. Opponents are then expect-
ed to petition to referendum and if success-
ful, same-sex marriage will be up to the vot-
ers to decide in 2012. The first hurdle was 
cleared on Wednesday when the Senate 
voted 25-22 to support the bill, now named 
the Civil Marriage Protection Act. t

newS // LOCAL 

By Dana LarOCCa
On February 19 an unidentified person 
was found dead in a boarded up building 
in Northwest Baltimore in the 3300 block of 
Virginia Ave. Two days later she was identi-
fied as Tyra Trent, a local transwoman. The 
medical examiner’s office lists the cause of 
death as asphyxiation. Baltimore Sun crime 
reporter Justin Fenton first reported the sto-
ry early Tuesday evening in a short article 
on his blog. A part of that story was soon 
taken down from the site shortly after it was 
posted.

Baltimore OUTloud inquired of the au-
thor why it had been taken down. We re-
ceived a quick reply from Mr. Fenton who 
wrote, “I just met with her family and got a lot 
of good stuff, and I’m working to transcribe 
the tape.” A little while later after visiting the 
scene and interviewing family members he 
reported: “Relatives were gathered at the 
Trent family home Tuesday night, where they 
remembered Trent as a vibrant person who 
liked to dance, loved animals and loved to 
style hair. She worked with people with dis-
abilities, they said.”

“He was a good person, and he made 
friends,” said aunt Evelina “Noni” Trent, 41.

“She also worked the streets, often 
spending time at an area of the city known 
as ‘The Stroll’ where transgender prostitutes 
are known to frequent. Court records show 
dozens of arrests for loitering and prostitu-
tion between 2003 and 2008. In one, she 
climbed into the car of an undercover detec-
tive and asked if he wanted to party, then dis-
cussed oral sex, according to records,” ac-
cording to Fenton’s account.

The Sun also reports that she had re-
cently been attacked and beaten up on the 
street and that she was known to leave home 
for several days at a time. This time it had 
been two weeks. The events that led to her 
arrival at the boarded up city-owned dwell-
ing and the circumstance surrounding her 
death are under investigation by Baltimore 
City police.

The Sun story navigated the gender pro-
nouns deftly from its first sentence, “Life as a 
transgender woman wasn’t easy for Anthony 
Trent. Known as ‘Tyra,’ the 25-year-old told 
family she was sometimes attacked on the 
street just because of the way she looked.”

Meanwhile local trans-activist Sandy 

Rawls of Trans-United was being contacted 
not only by the press but by people within 
the transgender community expressing their 
concern over the loss of one of their own. Ms. 
Rawls was busy giving a shout-out through 
Facebook: “Call your local news channel and 
ask them to report about Tyra Trent’s murder 
over the weekend.”

As a result, people involved in the trans-
gender community contacted local news-
rooms to make sure the story received the 
attention it needed. While news spread slow-
ly within Baltimore City newsrooms it spread 
like wildfire among the worldwide community 
of transgender bloggers and activists. Even 
Australian blogger Zoe Ellen Brain had com-
mented on the Sun blog before the day was 
through. Ms. Rawls was interviewed by WJZ 
13 news concerning Tyra Trent and the is-
sues facing the transgendered community 
on February 23.

A vigil was quickly planned by word-of-
mouth to take place at Equality Maryland 
headquarters on February 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
That location was chosen because much 
of the community planned to attend a meet-
ing there an hour later to discuss HB235, the 
Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination bill now 
before the House of Delegates.

Sandy Rawls and Trans-United have ten-
tatively scheduled a formal vigil for Friday, 
March 4 after consulting with the family. At 
press time a time and place were not yet set. 
Additional information is available at Trans-
United’s Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/group.php?gid=249812743093. t

Transwoman Found 
Dead in Vacant House

tyra trent

Marriage Bill Moves to Senate
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Rebecca Christenson, an out lesbian 
from the Gay Straight Alliance at Howard 
Community College, leads a poetry read-
ing and discussion on February 15 at HCC’s 
Burill Galleria Science and Technology 
Building. To celebrate the diversity through 
creativity, she organized a poetry reading, 
showcasing works by influential LGBT poets.

The modern version of the Gay Pride 
Flag consists of six colors, each represent-
ing themes that speak for the LGBT com-
munity. The poems that were read included 
the lyrics of Lady Gaga’s new hit “Born This 
Way,” as well as the inspirational works of 
Sappho, Walt Whitman and others.

Members of the Columbia/Howard 
County chapter of PFLAG were on hand 
along with students from the GSA. t

By Steve Charing
Buoyed by the real prospects of achieving 
marriage equality in Maryland in 2011, an 
enthusiastic crowd estimated to be at least 
500 jammed Lawyer’s Mall in Annapolis 
on February 14 for the annual Equality 
Maryland-organized Lobby Day rally. Two 
signature bills—The Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act (SB 116) and 
The Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination Act 
(HB 235)—are making their way through 
the legislative process during the current 
General Assembly.

The news that Senators Ed Kasemeyer 
(Howard, Baltimore County) and Kathy 
Klausmeier (Baltimore City, Baltimore 
County) stated their support for the mar-
riage bill earlier in the day was met with a 
loud cheer. This brings the total number in 
the Senate needed for passage to 23—one 
vote short.

The rally is designed to demonstrate to 
lawmakers that there is widespread sup-
port among the LGBT community and allies. 
Groups opposing marriage for same-sex 
couples, such as the National Organization 
for Marriage are expected to hold their own 
rally next week.

After brief introductory remarks by 
Equality Maryland’s executive director 
Morgan Meneses-Sheets, Senate Majority 
Leader Rob Garagiola (Montgomery), lead 
sponsor of SB 116 told the crowd, “As we 
celebrate Valentine’s Day, no one can argue 
that the capacity and bond of love is any dif-
ferent between heterosexual and same-sex 
couples.”

House Majority Leader Kumar Barve 
(Montgomery), lead sponsor of the House 
version of the marriage equality bill (HB 175), 
followed. “I am very proud to be a sponsor of 
this legislation and SB 116/HB 175 is a tes-
tament to what it means to be an American 

and what it means to be free and equal in our 
society.” he told the crowd.

Other speakers included Del. Ariana 
Kelly (Montgomery), lead sponsor of 
HB235 (gender identity anti-discrimination); 
Attorney General Douglas F. Gansler; and 
Sandy Rawls, founder of Trans-United, a 
transgender advocacy group.

Del. Kelly said, “I support this [gender 
identity, anti-discrimination] bill because it is 
a common sense measure that will protect 
Marylanders from discrimination based on 
sexual orientation or gender identity just as 
you cannot discriminate based on religion or 
race. Montgomery County has had an anti-
discrimination law since 2007. It has been im-
plemented successfully, with no problems. It 
is time for all residents of our state to be treat-
ed fairly and equally under the law. I am glad 
the bill’s supporters will be in Annapolis to-
night to speak with their legislators and show 
how strongly people believe in this measure.”

Perhaps the largest ovation went to 
the concluding speaker, former Equality 
Maryland director Dan Furmansky, who 
stood before his familiar podium at Lawyer’s 
Mall. “Right now we can literally feel the 
winds of change upon us,” he said to chuck-
les from the crowd as the wind swept 
through the area. “Today we are part of a 
much broader movement…we now are the 
leaders in this movement and we will be next 
state for marriage equality.” Furmansky is 
the campaign manager of the “Standing on 
the Side of Love” campaign.

Besides the potential for favorable out-
comes from these measures, Lobby Day 
was also bolstered by unusually mild weath-
er that had not been evident in previous such 
events. Following the rally, participants broke 
off according their own legislative districts to 
visit with senators and delegates to press the 
two bills in pre-scheduled meetings. t

From Sonnets to Similes:
The 6 Colors  
of Diversity

Upbeat Mood at Lobby Day
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different type of birth control or an extra form of birth 
control. Talk to your doctor about how to prevent 
pregnancy while taking KALETRA. 

• take KALETRA during pregnancy, talk with your doctor 
about how you can take part in an antiretroviral 
pregnancy registry. The purpose of the pregnancy 
registry is to follow the health of you and your baby. 

• are breast-feeding. Do not breast-feed if you are 
taking KALETRA. You should not breast-feed if you 
have HIV-1. If you are a woman who has or will have 
a baby while taking KALETRA, talk with your doctor 
about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby 
does not already have HIV-1, there is a chance that 
HIV-1 can be passed to your baby through your breast 
milk. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and non-prescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. Many medicines 
interact with KALETRA. Do not start taking a new 
medicine without telling your doctor or pharmacist. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe to take KALETRA with 
other medicines. Your doctor may need to change the 
dose of other medicines while you take KALETRA. 

Medicines you should not take with KALETRA.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA:
• ergot containing medicines, including: 

° ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot, Ergomar, 
Ergostat, Medihaler Ergotamine, Wigraine, 
Wigrettes) 

° dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Embolex, 
Migranal®) 

° ergonovine, ergonovine and methylergonovine 
(Ergotrate, Methergine), ergotamine and 
methylergonovine

° Ergotrate Maleate, methylergonovine maleate 
(Methergine)

• triazolam (Halcion®), midazolam hydrochloride oral 
syrup 

• pimozide (Orap®) 
• the cholesterol lowering medicines lovastatin 

(Mevacor®) or simvastatin (Zocor®) 
• sildenafi l (Revatio®) only when used for the 

treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension. (See 
“Medicines that may need changes” and “What are 
the possible side effects of Kaletra?” for information 
about the use of sildenafi l for erectile problems.) 

• alfuzosin (Uroxatral®) 
Medicines that you should not take with KALETRA 
since they may make KALETRA not work as well:
• the herbal supplement St. John’s Wort (hypericum 

perforatum)
• rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or 

Rifamate®) 
Medicines that may need changes:
• birth control pills that contain estrogen (“the pill”) or 

the birth control (contraceptive) patches
• certain anticancer medicines, such as nilotinib 

(Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®) 
• certain cholesterol lowering medicines, such as 

atorvastatin (Lipitor®) or rosuvastatin (Crestor®) 
• certain other antiretroviral medicines, such as 

efavirenz (Atripla® and Sustiva®), nevirapine 
(Viramune®), amprenavir (Agenerase®) and nelfi navir 
(Viracept®) 

• anti-seizure medicines, such as phenytoin (Dilantin®) 
carbamazepine, (Tegretol®), phenobarbital 

• medicines for erectile problems, such as sildenafi l 
(Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®), or vardenafi l (Levitra®) 
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• medicines for tuberculosis (TB), such as rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®) 

• inhaled steroid medicines, such as fl uticasone 
propionate (Flonase®) 

• inhaled medicines such as salmeterol (Serevent®) 
or salmeterol in combination with fl uticasone 
propionate (Advair®). Your doctor may need to 
change to a different medicine 

• medicines for gout, such as colchicine (Colcrys®) 
• medicines to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension 

(PAH), such as bosentan (Tracleer®) or tadalafi l 
(Adcirca®) 

• pain medicines, such as fentanyl (Duragesic®, 
IonsysTM, Fentora®) and methadone 

If you are not sure if you are taking a medicine 
above, ask your doctor.

How should I take KALETRA?
• Take KALETRA every day exactly as prescribed by 

your doctor.
• It is very important to set up a dosing schedule and 

follow it every day.
• Do not change your treatment or stop treatment 

without fi rst talking with your doctor.
• Swallow KALETRA tablets whole. Do not chew, 

break, or crush KALETRA tablets.
• KALETRA tablets can be taken with or without food.
• If you are taking both Videx® (didanosine) and 

KALETRA: 
° didanosine can be taken at the same time as 

KALETRA tablets, without food.
° take didanosine either one hour before or two 

hours after taking KALETRA oral solution.
• Do not miss a dose of KALETRA. This could make the 

virus harder to treat. If you forget to take KALETRA, 
take the missed dose right away. If it is almost time 
for your next dose, do not take the missed dose. 
Instead, follow your regular dosing schedule by 
taking your next dose at its regular time. Do not take 
more than one dose of KALETRA at one time. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of 
KALETRA, call your local poison control center or 
emergency room right away.

• Take KALETRA oral solution with food to help it work 
better.

• If KALETRA is being used for your child, tell your 
doctor if your child’s weight changes.

• KALETRA should not be given one time each day in 
children. When giving KALETRA to your child, give 
KALETRA exactly as prescribed. 

• KALETRA oral solution contains a large amount of 
alcohol. 
° If a young child drinks more than the 

recommended dose, it could make them sick from 
too much alcohol. Contact your local poison control 
center or emergency room right away. 

° Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole or disulfi ram. You can have severe 
nausea and vomiting if you take these medicines 
with KALETRA. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get 
more from your doctor or pharmacy. It is important 
not to run out of KALETRA. The amount of HIV-1 virus 
in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time. The virus may become resistant 
to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• KALETRA can be taken with acid reducing agents 
used for heartburn or refl ux such as omeprazole 
(Prilosec®) and ranitidine (Zantac®) with no dose 
adjustment. 

• KALETRA should not be administered once daily in 
combination with carbamazepine (Tegretol® and 
Epitol®), phenobarbital (Luminal®), or phenytoin 
(Dilantin®). 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection. 
KALETRA does not stop you from passing HIV infection 
to others. Do not share needles, other injection 
equipment or personal items that can have blood 
or body fl uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor 
blades. Always practice safer sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. 

What are the possible side effects of 
KALETRA?
KALETRA can cause serious side effects. 
• See “What is the most important information I 

should know about KALETRA?”
• Liver problems. Liver problems, including death, 

can happen in people who take KALETRA. Blood tests 
in people who take KALETRA may show possible 
liver problems. People with liver disease such as 
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA may 
have worsening liver disease. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these signs and 
symptoms of liver problems: 
° loss of appetite
° yellow skin and whites of eyes (jaundice)
° dark-colored urine
° pale colored stools, itchy skin
° stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis). 
Some people who take KALETRA get infl ammation of 
the pancreas which may be serious and cause death. 
You have a higher chance of getting pancreatitis if 
you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain while taking 
KALETRA. These may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in your blood. Large increases 
of triglycerides and cholesterol can be seen in blood 
test results of some people who take KALETRA. 
The long-term chance of getting complications 
such as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in 
triglycerides and cholesterol caused by protease 
inhibitors is not known at this time. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia). 
Some people who take protease inhibitors including 
KALETRA get new or more serious diabetes, or high 
blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you notice an increase 
in thirst or urinate often while taking KALETRA. 

• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat in 
some people who take antiretroviral therapy. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the 
upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and 
around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at 
this time. 

• Increased bleeding for hemophiliacs. Some 
people with hemophilia have increased bleeding 
with protease inhibitors including KALETRA. 

• Increased risk of certain problems when you 
take medicines used for the treatment of 
erectile problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®  ), 
tadalafil (Cialis®  ), or vardenafil (Levitra®  ) with 
KALETRA:
° low blood pressure. If you get dizzy or faint, you 

need to lie down. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, 
or have fainting spells.

° vision changes. Tell your doctor right away if you 
have vision changes.

° penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If you 
are a male and have an erection that lasts longer 
than 4 hours, get medical help right away to avoid 
permanent damage to your penis. Your doctor can 
explain these symptoms to you. 

• Allergic reactions. Skin rashes, some of them 
severe, can occur in people who take KALETRA. Tell 
your healthcare provider if you had a rash when you 
took another medicine for your HIV infection or if you 
notice any skin rash when you take KALETRA. 

Common side effects of KALETRA include: 
• diarrhea
• nausea
• stomach area (abdominal) pain
• feeling weak
• vomiting
• headache
• upset stomach
These are not all of the possible side effects of 
KALETRA. For more information, ask your doctor or 
pharmacist. Tell your doctor about any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-
1088. 

How should I store KALETRA?
KALETRA tablets:
• Store KALETRA tablets at room temperature, 

between 59°F to 86°F (15°C to 30°C).
• Do not keep KALETRA tablets out of the container 

it comes in for longer than 2 weeks, especially in 
areas where there is a lot of humidity. Keep the 
container closed tightly. 

KALETRA oral solution:
• Store KALETRA oral solution in a refrigerator, 

between 36°F to 46°F (2°C to 8°C). KALETRA oral 
solution that is kept refrigerated may be used until 
the expiration date printed on the label. 
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• KALETRA oral solution that is stored at room 
temperature (less than 77°F or 25°C) should be 
used within 2 months.

• Keep KALETRA away from high heat.
Throw away any medicine that is out of date or that 
you no longer need.
Keep KALETRA and all medicines out of the reach 
of children.
General information about KALETRA
KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. The long-term 
effects of KALETRA are not known at this time. People 
taking KALETRA may still get opportunistic infections 
or other conditions that happen with HIV-1 infection. 
Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus 
infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections.
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Medication Guide. Do not 
use KALETRA for a condition for which it was not 
prescribed. Do not give KALETRA to other people, even 
if they have the same condition you have. It may harm 
them. 
This Medication Guide summarizes the most important 
information about KALETRA. If you would like more 
information, talk with your doctor. You can ask your 
pharmacist or doctor for information about KALETRA 
that is written for health professionals. For more 
information about KALETRA call 1-800-633-9110 or 
go to www.KALETRA.com. 

What are the ingredients in KALETRA? 
Active ingredient: lopinavir and ritonavir
Inactive ingredients: 
KALETRA 200 mg lopinavir and 50 mg ritonavir 
tablets: copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal 
silicon dioxide, and sodium stearyl fumarate. The 
fi lm coating contains: hypromellose, titanium dioxide, 
polyethylene glycol 400, hydroxypropyl cellulose, talc, 
colloidal silicon dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, 
yellow ferric oxide 172, and polysorbate 80. 
KALETRA 100 mg lopinavir and 25 mg ritonavir 
tablets: copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal 
silicon dioxide, and sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm 
coating contains: polyvinyl alcohol, titanium dioxide, 
talc, polytheylene glycol 3350, and yellow ferric oxide 
E172. 
KALETRA oral solution: acesulfame potassium, 
alcohol, artifi cial cotton candy fl avor, citric acid, 
glycerin, high fructose corn syrup, Magnasweet-110 
fl avor, menthol, natural and artifi cial vanilla fl avor, 
peppermint oil, polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil, 
povidone, propylene glycol, saccharin sodium, sodium 
chloride, sodium citrate, and water. 
KALETRA oral solution contains 42.4% alcohol 
(v/v). “See How should I take KALETRA?”. 

KALETRA Tablets, 200 mg lopinavir/50 mg ritonavir
Manufactured by Abbott Pharmaceuticals PR Ltd., 
Barceloneta, PR 00617
for Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
KALETRA Tablets, 100 mg lopinavir/25 mg ritonavir and 
KALETRA Oral Solution
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
2010, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

* The brands listed are trademarks of their respective 
owners and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. 
The makers of these brands are not affi liated with and 
do not endorse Abbott Laboratories or its products. 

This Medication Guide has been approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration.

Ref: 03-A387-R8
Revised: June, 2010
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On February 20, over 60 attended the in-
augural meeting of the Westminster/Carroll 
County chapter of PFLAG—Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. 
The home of the fledgling group is at St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ, an open 
and affirming congregation. It is located at 
17 Bond St., Westminster, 21157 (corner of 
Bond and Green Streets).

The meeting was presided by Kelley 
Rainey and venerable PFLAG leader June 
Horner. Following a brief tour of the new 
website by webmaster Bruce DeVault, mem-
bers of the visiting Columbia-Howard County 
chapter offered their thoughts on the impor-
tance of PFLAG and how it has affected and 
strengthened their lives.

The meeting’s attendees included par-
ents of LGBT children, straight allies and gay 
and lesbian people of all ages had the oppor-
tunity to introduce themselves and explained 
why they want to be a part of the chapter.

Carroll County is more socially conser-
vative than most other Baltimore-area juris-
dictions. This is the first LGBT organization 
established in the county. Parents in Carroll 
County who have LGBT children would ben-
efit from the support given by other parents 
who share the same experience. In addition, 
LGBT youth and adults also need support to 
demonstrate they are not alone.

The mission of PFLAG Westminster – 

Carroll County is to support parents of gay 
children. We also welcome all people, gay, 
straight, bisexual or transgendered, as well 
as their families and friends. Together, we 
support each other, educate the broader 
community, and advocate for equality.

“Tonight, I had the honor of attending 
the first meeting of the Westminster, Carroll 
County chapter of PFLAG,” said Charity 
Smith, founder of Project: OUT. “I admire all 

of those who fight the good fight, who sup-
port the right to love freely and honestly, and 
I truly applaud family and friends of the LGBT 
community for seeking out a place to gain 
understanding and find community support.”

The meetings will be held the 3rd Sunday 
of each month from 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. and 
are confidential, free and open to the public. 
For more information, you may call 410-861-
0488 or visit www.PFLAGwcc.org. t

Chapter’s steering committee (l to r): Marty Kuchma, andrew Kujan, Kelley rainey, Peggy Kern Payne, June horner, nicole williams, 
niki nicholson, Jana Kamminga, Barbie Myers, Lynette Connelly, Pride tierney, Jackie yonkers, Joy Fisher

PFLAG Opens 
New Chapter  
in Westminster



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD FEBRUARy 25, 2011  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm q  9 

By rev. MOther MereDith MOiSe, 
SPSa
The Portal, Baltimore’s Black gay communi-
ty center, has been a staple of our town since 
2002. At its birth, many decried its existence, 
saying that Baltimore’s Black LGBT com-
munity did not need its own meeting place. 
Others welcomed the gathering place, tout-
ing the benefits of having a culturally affirm-
ing institution at the hub of the Black gay 
community. The Portal has seen the ad-
vent of many historical events: the creation 
of the Marylanders of Color Collective, a dia-
logue on Black homophobia at Morgan State 
University among others.

And now, the Portal faces its own curtain 
call. However, its end gives rise to the na-
tional headquarters of Black Men’s Xchange 
(BMX). In the following interview, Portal 
founder and CEO, Rickie Green talks about 
beginnings, endings and a definite future for 
Baltimore’s Black same gender loving (SGL) 
community.

OUtloud: Please give our readers a 
brief history of the Portal.
rickie green: The Portal was created in 
2002 primarily as a safe space for diverse 
community dialogues. As a host of commu-
nity unmet needs became evident we ex-
panded accordingly to meet those needs.

OUtloud: why was the Portal 
community center dissolved?
rg: The current economic state nationally 
and locally challenged our ability to sustain 
our growth and development. Our three-year 
relationship with the Black Men’s Xchange 
fostered a level of international and high-
ly regarded support and capacity, thus I en-
couraged a merger. The merger resulted in 
BMX National, Inc. being the entity to serve 
diverse SGL African Americans in Baltimore

OUtloud: what is Black Men’s 
Xchange? is it connected to any 
organization in Baltimore?
rg:The mission of the Black Men’s Xchange 
is to affirm, heal, educate, unify and pro-
mote well-being and critical consciousness 
among Black people diverse in sexuality, 
class, culture and philosophy. Founded by 
Cleo Manago in 1989, Black Men’s Xchange 
conducts activities that promote healthy self-

concept, sexual health, constructive deci-
sion-making, critical thinking and cultural af-
firmation and human-rights among SGL and 
bisexual Black populations. BMX is the larg-
est and oldest nationwide Black SGL organi-
zation in the country. BMX has been connect-
ed to the Portal, is connected as a community 
partner with the local NAACP national office, 
Johns Hopkins and Total Heath Care.

OUtloud: how do you see BMX 
changing Black gay life in Baltimore?
rg: BMX first began inspiring change for 
SGL Black people in Baltimore three years 
ago, when plans for a local chapter first be-
gan. BMX has also been helpful with infusing 
into Baltimore’s SGL community thoughtful 
consideration of our diversity, that we do not 
all identify with or as gay (some of us identify 
as bisexual, SGL or not at all).

OUtloud: Besides serving Black 
same gender loving men, what does 
BMX bring to the Black community in 
Baltimore?
rg: Within the BMX structure is also an 
opportunity to develop a Black Women’s 
Xchange, and a SISTI (Systems in Support 
of Transgendered Individuals) Project. Both 
share the BMX mission, yet with appropriate 
focus on African American SGL women and 
transgendered issues.

OUtloud: what is the biggest impact 
the Portal has made on the Black gay 
community?
rg: Our sustained presence. A portal is a 
place to stand, go through, reach back and 
help others in need. The Portal left a power-
ful imprint on thousands if not millions, and 
our legacy continues with BMX National, Inc.

OUtloud: as a community leader, 
what has this transformation meant 
for your life and the lives of others 
intimately involved in the former 
community center?
rg: The fulfillment of my desire for something 
different from the norm, better resourced 
and that would raise the bar regarding re-
sources and options for diverse SGL folks in 
Baltimore, and produce more leaders. t
Visit www.baltimoreoutloud.com for full 
interview.

newS // LOCAL

Transformations:
BMX Comes to Baltimore

proach given that the organization is not 
willing to settle for civil unions and is push-
ing for an all-out marriage bill.

“Bottom line is we painfully know the 
incremental approach to our legislation 
doesn’t work. While the Maryland legis-
lature has the political will, control of both 
houses and a friendly governor willing to 
sign it, let’s load up what transpeople need 
in one comprehensive bill, get it passed 
and into law,” TransGriot opines.

Owen Smith, a field organizer for 
Equality Maryland understands the frustra-
tion as he is transgender, lives in Maryland 
and faces discrimination in public accom-
modations. He defends the incremental ap-
proach to Baltimore OUTloud: “With one in 
five transgender people getting fired from 
their job and 12 percent being homeless, 
we cannot allow another year to go by with-
out protecting the most critically affected 
people.” Smith stated that he, too, had been 
fired from his job because he is transgen-
der and had been homeless.

Smith, whose position has been under 
attack by those favoring a comprehensive 
bill, believes the public accommodations 
provision would be worked on as soon as 

the legislative session is over either with 
a “patchwork” effort in the counties or in a 
more comprehensive bill for next year.

Mara Drummond, a trans-woman, also 
supports the current bill. “The rights that 
transgender people are trying to obtain 
must be prioritized,” Drummond explained. 
“Employment, housing and obtaining insur-
ance directly affect the quality of life.”

Morgan Meneses-Sheets told OUTloud 
that the reason for supporting the current 
bill had to do primarily with the bill that was 
presented in 2009. She was very excited 
the votes were there in committee and in 
the legislature but there were “dangerous 
amendments” that were being added, such 
as determining how far a person is along 
in the transitioning process and carrying 
documentation to prove that the person is 
transgender. This, says Meneses-Sheets, 
would set bad precedent and she does not 
want Maryland to be the state that set prec-
edents with these amendments for other 
states to replicate.”

“For us, the choices were to go forward 
in 2011 with those amendments or submit a 
bill without public accommodations, which 
would be the first step of many steps to get 
what we need to attain full non-discrimina-
tion.” She added, “I am confident we can 
get protections this year with an employ-
ment and housing bill.” t

tranSgenDer COMMUnity 
DiviDeD Over PenDing BiLL

– COntinUeD FrOM Page 1
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BeyOnD the BeLtway

COMPiLeD By JiM BeCKer

Will Egyptian 
revolt improve 
lives of sexual 
minorities?
Cairo, egypt—The resignation of President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt was a monumen-
tal and historic moment for Egypt—and the 
world—as it showed the power of peace-
ful protests. More than just a political victo-
ry, this is a moment of hope for the 82 mil-
lion Egyptian people. A large number of 
LGBT Egyptians took part in the ousting of 
Mubarak, and they are looking towards an 
uncertain future as the fate of the Gay com-
munity rests in the balance of power be-
tween the Egyptian military, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and others vying for power. 
Currently, the nation is in the hands of the 
high council of the Egyptian armed forces.

‘We understand that there is, since the 
fall of Mubarak, a division of opinion,’ said 
Ali Asali, GayEgypt.com editor. “‘We hope 
that all protests are peaceful, and above all, 
that the army remains loyal to the wishes of 
the people and continues to refrain from vi-
olence,” he said. “The contribution of thou-
sands of Gay men and women in this revo-
lution should not be forgotten, and freedom 
for the Lesbian and Gay community must be 
an integral part of a new democratic society.”

GayEgypt.com was a willing partner in 
the internet war that was being raged on 
Mubarak. When the protests first began in 
Egypt on January 25, Asali told his read-
ers to join the revolution. “Egypt’s Gay and 
Lesbian community has had enough of po-
lice brutality and torture, and GayEgypt.
com calls on all Lesbians and Gays to join 

their brothers and sisters on the street to 
demand immediate change,’ he posted on 
his website. Despite Lesbian and Gay par-
ticipation in the revolt, it is not clear what’s 
in store for Egypt’s robust LGBT communi-
ty. Life for Gays and Lesbians in Egypt has 
been a struggle over the years. Currently, 
the Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamic organi-
zation, is considered to be the most orga-
nized group ready to gain control of Egypt. 
It bills itself as a fundamentalist faction that 
would never embrace LGBT rights. (Seattle 
Gay News—Shaun Knittel at sgn.org)

Hawaii governor 
signs civil union 
bill
honolulu, ha—On February 23, Democratic 
Governor Neil Abercombie signed the bill 
granting civil union 
rights to same-sex 
couples that passed 
the Hawaii legisla-
ture on February 16. 
The law gives LGBT 
couples the same 
rights as married 
heterosexuals.

“We honor and 
thank the legislature 
today for their commitment to equality for the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender com-
munity in Hawaii, said Alan Spector, co-chair 
of Equality Hawaii. “For the second time in 
less than a year, legislators have dedicated 
themselves to providing dignity and respect 
to all families in the Aloha State.”

Equality Hawaii is the state’s largest les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
civil rights organization, and has worked 
closely with the Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest LGBT civil rights orga-
nization, have worked closely since 2008 to 
build both public and legislative support for 
civil unions. “Finally, Hawaii families that are 
barred from being married will have the same 
rights and responsibilities under state law as 
their colleagues, friends, neighbors and oth-
er family members,” said Joe Solmonese, 
president of the Human Rights Campaign. 
(Press release Human rights campaign at 
hrc.org)

Indiana 
House passes 
constitutional gay 
marriage ban

indianapolis, in—On February 16, the 
Indiana House passed a constitutional ban 
on gay marriage for the second time. The 
measure, House Joint Resolution 6, amends 
the original bill from 2005 and passed 70-26 
with votes from all but one Republican and 
11 Democrats, according to indystar.com.

Though gay marriage is already illegal 
in Indiana, this proposal would write a ban 
on gay marriage and any relationship “sub-
stantially similar” into the state constitution. 
The bill now advances to the state Senate. 
If approved, it will take another three years 
before the constitution is changed, as the 
constitution needs approval from two con-
secutive and separately elected legislatures. 
If the General Assembly adopts the resolu-
tion this year, it would have to do so again in 
2013 or 2014 in order for the resolution to be 
placed on the 2014 ballot.

Rep. Eric Turner (R-Marion), who wrote 
the resolution, said, “The basic unit of soci-
ety is the family, and the cornerstone of the 
family is marriage. Marriage is and should be 
between one man and one woman.” Turner 
believes the constitutional ban will prevent 
the state Supreme Court from overturning 
anti-gay marriage laws, as happened in Iowa 
courts. Critics think this ban will instigate 
hate crimes and discrimination. “One of the 
most important things a state or federal con-
stitution does, what it’s supposed to do, is 
protect the minority…from the tyranny of the 
majority,” Rep. Matt Pierce (D-Bloomington) 
said on Indystar.com. (365Gay.com—anne 
rooney)

Mass. Governor 
protects 
transgender state 
workers

Boston, Ma—Governor Deval Patrick 
signed an Executive Order last week pro-
tecting state employees from discrimina-
tion based on gender identity and expres-
sion. After issuing the Executive Order on 

February 17, the Governor’s Press Secretary 
Alex Goldstein said, “Governor Patrick is 
committed to protecting the equality and civ-
il rights of all of the Commonwealth’s resi-
dents. This Executive Order ensures that all 
employees in the executive branch will con-
tinue to be able to perform their duties free 
of discrimination.”

Gunner Scott, Executive Director of 
the Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition (MTPC), applauded the decision. 
“The Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition applauds Gov. Patrick’s decision to 
sign this Executive Order protecting the jobs 
of transgender state employees. This is not 
the first time Gov. Patrick has demonstrated 
his commitment to the community—he also 
streamlined process by which transgender 
men and women can get proper state IDs. 
We know that there are transgender individ-
uals who are state employees and we cel-
ebrate the job security the Executive Order 
affords them.” However, Scott noted that the 
governor’s work isn’t over. “Unfortunately, 
there are a number of people who need the 
protection offered by this executive order but 
who will not get it because they are not state 
employees. Transgender residents of the 
Commonwealth face pervasive job discrim-
ination and workplace harassment,” Scott 
said.

“Governor Patrick is a true champion for 
the LGBT community, and we applaud the 
critical first step he has taken with this or-
der toward creating a Commonwealth where 
all hardworking people, including transgen-
der people, have the opportunity to make 
a living and provide for themselves and 
their families,” said MassEquality Executive 
Director Kara Suffredini in a statement re-
leased by The Transgender Equal Rights 
Coalition. The Transgender Equal Rights 
Coalition is working to pass “An Act Relative 
to Transgender Equal Rights,” which would 
add gender identity and expression to exist-
ing Massachusetts civil rights laws that pro-
hibit discrimination on the basis of age, race, 
creed, color, national origin, sexual orienta-
tion, sex, and marital status in the areas of 
employment, housing, public accommoda-
tions, education, and credit. (Bay Windows—
Sue O’connell at baywindows.com)

Virginia nixes anti-
gay bias bill for 
state workers
richmond, va—A Virginia House panel 
killed a recent proposal to protect state em-
ployees in Virginia from anti-gay discrimi-



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD FEBRUARy 25, 2011  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm q  11 

BeyOnD the BeLtway

nation, according to the Washington Post. 
Democrats pushed the bill in response to 
last year’s letter from Attorney Gen. Ken 
Cuccinelli (R) instructing colleges and univer-
sities to exclude sexual orientation language 
from official non-discrimination policies.

Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) clarified the 
state does not discriminate based on sexu-
al orientation and that those who do can be 
punished through an executive directive that 
he issued shortly after the letter. Virginia uni-
versities and state agencies cannot allow 
employees take any state court action over 
discrimination based on sexual orientation 
until there is legislative approval, accord-
ing to the Washington Post. (365Gay.com—
anne rooney)

Out Olympian 
Louganis headlines 
Seattle AIDS 
benefit

Seattle, wa—Before Greg Louganis be-
came a Gay icon and outspoken advocate 
for gay rights and youth services, he was 
best known as one of the world’s most tal-
ented multiple gold medalist Olympic divers. 
He will speak at ‘Making a Difference: The 
2nd Annual Lifelong AIDS Alliance Benefit 
Breakfast’ on February 24. Greg says, “I 
work with HIV and AIDS organizations like 
Lifelong because I’ve found that, by sharing 
my story with others, it is a type of therapy 
for not only them, but for me as well…When 
I first tested positive for HIV [in 1988], I was 
fortunate to have such an incredible sup-
port team around me. That is exactly what 
Lifelong supplies for others. They offer ser-
vices and support for people who may not 

be able to get what they need from anyone 
else.”

For years, Greg’s cheerful public perso-
na gave little hint to the personal challeng-
es he faced. Through strength and determi-
nation, Louganis has learned to accept his 
HIV-positive diagnosis and has overcome 
substance abuse, domestic violence, and 
battled dyslexia. He spoke about the obsta-
cles he has overcome with a warmth and 
grace that embody the Olympic spirit. He 
admits that the world was a much different 
place in 1978, when he came out of the clos-
et. “First and foremost, you have to come out 
to yourself before you attempt to tell others. 
you must accept yourself for who you real-
ly are…I came out as Gay when I was at the 
University of Miami. I told my parents, and 
people in the diving community knew. I didn’t 
hide it from those around me.’ But he didn’t 
start talking about it with the general popula-
tion until right before his bestselling autobi-
ography, Breaking the Surface, came out in 
1994. “I knew that writing the book and com-
ing out as Gay and HIV-positive was the next 
step in my journey…I decided it was time to 
live out and proud and become more secure 
with myself.’

Greg began competing in diving at age 9. 
By 16, he had won his first Olympic medal—
a silver medal on the platform in 1976. At 24, 
he became the first man in 56 years to win 
two gold medals in diving by winning both the 
platform and springboard events. In 1988, he 
became the first to win double gold medals 
for diving in two consecutive Olympic games, 
despite hitting his head on the springboard 
during the preliminaries, and requiring stich-
es. Greg is more than just a diver; he stands 
out as a human being, as well. (Seattle Gay 
News—Shaun Knittel at sgn.org)

Tucson community 
center experiencing 
turmoil
tucson, aZ—In a matter of days, the 
Tucson’s LGBT 1 Voice Community Center 
has accepted the resignation of its exec-
utive director and was informed that its re-
lationship with the Maricopa County LGBT 
Consortium is being discontinued. Linda 
Elliott resigned as the community center’s in-
terim executive director after less than three 
months in the position. Elliott confirmed her 
resignation in an e-mail, but would not dis-
cuss details. When she assumed the po-
sition she said that she would stay for 6 
months to help stabilize the organization.

Marc Perez, chair of the 1 Voice board, 
canceled an interview scheduled with Echo, 
saying he was too busy, but he provided a 
statement confirming that Elliott’s resigna-
tion had been accepted on Feb. 6. “As this is 
an internal matter and one that is private to 
Ms. Elliott, the board will not comment spe-
cifically about her decision,” Perez said in 
the written statement. “As with any organi-
zation, things happen, people come and go,” 
he wrote. “1 Voice is a young organization 
and we have had our share of turnover and 
growing pains.” He called the organization 
a “vital and active community center,” citing 
dozens of visitors it serves weekly and more 
than 50 meetings, classes and workshops 
it provides space for each month. “1 Voice 
LGBT Community Center is alive and well, 
at the very heart of our community,” Perez 
wrote. “We are here to stay, and to grow and 
to serve.”

Elliott’s resignation would appear to be 
the latest in a series of blows to the com-
munity center, including a decision by the 

Maricopa County LGBT Consortium’s board 
to discontinue its relationship with 1 Voice. 
It appears that the Consortium’s decision 
could mean the end of 1 Voice’s adult alco-
hol abuse program and force the center to 
lay off staff. Under an arrangement between 
the Consortium and 1 Voice, the groups had 
been working with Magellan Health Services, 
a regional behavioral health authority that 
has a contract with the state to provide ser-
vices to communities. Magellan provides 
funds for the community center’s adult al-
cohol abuse program. The Consortium was 
founded in May 2009 as a collaborative ef-
fort focused on the needs of the county’s 
LGBT community. (echo magazine—Glenn 
Gullickson at echomag.com)

Mass. birth 
certificates will 
allow for same-sex 
parents

Boston, Ma—Massachusetts health regu-
lators have moved to standardize birth cer-
tificates by providing two boxes: “mother/
parent,” and “father/parent,” eliminating the 
need for gay and lesbian couples to scratch 
out opposite-sex designations. The new 
forms will be “more sensitive to the circum-
stances of the family and to the children,” 
John Auerbach, the state’s public health 
commissioner, told the Boston Globe.

Kara Suffredini, executive director of 
MassEquality, also weighed in, saying that 
although Massachusetts has recognized 
gay and lesbian parents for almost twenty 
years, this is an important step.

“[T]hey’ve continued to suffer the indig-
nity of having their family formation be invis-
ible on a fundamental form like a birth cer-
tificate,” Suffredini said. “It’s about time that 
comes to an end.” (Bay Windows—Hannah 
clay Wareham at baywindows.com) t

These news notes have been compiled 
from the on line version of various news-
papers and other web sites. We thank 
those publications that have allowed us 
to bring you their news stories. Usually 
the reports have been significantly ed-
ited and you can read the full story by 
going to the web site mentioned fol-
lowing the item. comments are strict-
ly the opinions of Jim Becker and not 
of Baltimore OUTloud or Pride media.
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students from other area institutions and 
network with area businesses and non-profit 
organizations who offer internships and vol-
unteer opportunities.

“We want to bring LGBTQIA college 
students together to share resources and 
ideas,” Maren Greathouse, Director of LGBT 
Student Development at Towson University 
and one of the founding members of B’More 
Proud told Baltimore OUTloud. “We want 
them to develop leadership skills and really 
develop that sense of community that only 
happens in a critical mass.”

The early keynote address was giv-
en by Staceyann Chin, poet and author of 
“The Other Side of Paradise: A Memoir” 
whose performances have been fea-
tured on Broadway and HBO for Russell 
Simmons’ Def Poetry Jam. She read from 
a series of original poems—sometimes fun-
ny, often angry—depicting her experience 
as an African-American/Chinese Jamaican 
national coping with racism and homopho-
bia under difficult family and financial 
circumstances.

The closing keynoter was Eric Alva, a re-
tired U.S. Marine who as a representative of 
the Human Rights Campaign, worked tire-
lessly for the repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy. Alva was the first American 
wounded during the Iraq War. He discussed 
his injury and his later battles following his 
service.

In between the day was broken into 
three breakout sessions on a wide range of 
subjects, a panel discussion on “LGBT in 
the Real World” and a resource fair.

The panel consisted of Asa Keiswetter, 
a trans-man who is now a nurse; Rev. Dr. 
Joesph Palacios, a Catholic priest and 
a professor at Georgetown University; 
Matthew Scott, a teacher in the Baltimore 
City school system; Susan Silber, venerable 
attorney and LGBT activist; and Dr. Mary 
Washington, a member of the Maryland 
House of Delegates representing District 
43. The panel members offered valuable in-
sight into the hurdles they had to clear with 
respect to anti-LGBT discrimination to be 
successful in their work experiences. Dr. 
Palacios also told of discrimination issues 
he endured as a Hispanic LGBT man.

Students had to pre-register for the 
workshops that occurred during the break-

out sessions. Unfortunately, there were so 
many interesting workshops proceeding si-
multaneously that students had to miss 
some very good and informative workshops 
in order to attend the one they registered 
for—a dilemma not unlike their normal col-
lege life.

As an example, those attending a popu-
lar workshop titled “So what is this ‘Bondage’ 
Thing Anyway?” were unable to participate 
in Equality Maryland’s workshop, “Speaking 
OUT on Campus,” “Taking Pride from the 
Campus to the Workplace,” or “Parents are 
the Last to Know.”

Other workshops offered during the day 
included “Pan/Bisexuality,” “No Right Way to 
be Gay,” “Lady Gaga: Activism and Fame,” 
Perceptions of Masculinity in the LGBT 
Community,” “Introduction to the Leather 
Community,” LGBT Health Care—Much 
More than HIV,” “Leadership Tools you Can 
Use,” “Who Taught you How to be Gay,” 
GAy-lationships—Do They Work?”, Catholic 
Voters are the Secret Key to Full LGBT 
Equality in Maryland,” “Job Searches for the 
young LGBT Professional,” “Advocacy in 
Action—A Primer,” and “The Art of Fashion 
and Costume Design.”

The Resource Fair consisted of sever-

al LGBT or LGBT-friendly organizations dis-
pensing information and materials. They in-
cluded such groups as the Baltimore County 
Health Department, PFLAG, Baltimore 
OUTloud, C.O.M.M.A.N.D., GLCCB and the 
National Association of Gay and Lesbian 
Scientists.

“I hope this summit leads to a stronger 
community,” said Raymond Delgado, a 2010 
graduate of Hopkins and a B’More Proud 
co-chair. “I want people to think they’re not 
alone and that there are people they can 
turn to.”

Lunch and dinner had been provided 
to the participants. The festivities wrapped 
up with an after party including live enter-
tainment. Starbucks, Giant, Sun Trust, Ledo 
Pizza & Pasta, Pepsi, Walmart, GLCCB, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, Sandellas and Aramark 
were among the sponsors of the event.

Noel Hernandez, a MICA alum who 
serves as the conference’s marketing co-
chair, believes that in addition to the net-
working and social benefits of B’More 
Proud, “the conference enabled the stu-
dents to be educated on important issues, 
such as ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ and marriage 
equality, and this education will help the stu-
dents become more involved.” t

area COLLege StUDentS 
COnvene at B’MOre PrOUD

– COntinUeD FrOM Page 1
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Dear Readers,
Several of you sent additional answers to 

Question 3 from my last column: Why would 
HIV- guys want to go bareback, especially 
with poz guys? (If you missed it, read that 
column at www.baltimoreoutloud.com.)

Additional reasons HIV- guys would 
bareback, from readers:

 � Letting their guard down because they 
were high.

 � Not understanding cultural norms with 
HIV+ guys who bareback with each other. 
The topic of HIV status is known but rare-
ly discussed among these men. A negative 
person who finds himself in a group like this 
could easily misread the silence and ratio-
nalize the situation as safe.

 � There is a lot of sexual risk-taking in the 
gay male community—sex with strangers 
in dangerous places, coming on to straight 
men, etc. The risk of getting infected with 
HIV is exciting for some HIV- gay men.

What’s the point of listing all these rea-
sons? I’m hoping that, by thinking this through 
together and in public, we can prevent a few 
negative men from becoming HIV+ and keep 
some positive men from becoming reinfected 
(see next letter). If any of the reasons for un-
safe sex sound like you or like someone you 
know, please examine the reasons and rec-
ognize that they do not justify playing sexu-
al Russian roulette. If you aren’t comfortable 
enough or sober enough to take a minute to 
put a condom on yourself or him (never on 
both), should you really be there? Are you 
taking care of yourself—and if not, why not? 
aren’t you worth it? and remember, bottoms, 
you can wear a receptive condom, they are 
effective—it’s not just a matter of whether the 
top wants to wear one or not.

Dr. Eva
Dear Dr. Eva,

In the last column, you didn’t really ad-
dress “reinfection.” What is it? Is it real or 
not? What exactly is the danger for two HIV+ 
guys (for arguments sake who are not on 
meds and have a viral load) having unpro-
tected sex with each other?

Pos x 1 strain

Dear Pos,
HIV reinfection is real, but it seems to 

be unusual. Reinfection occurs when a per-
son who is HIV+ is re-infected with a sec-
ond type of HIV. Those who stand to lose the 
most from becoming reinfected are people 
with HIV who are on HIV medications and 
whose HIV infection is under control.

HIV is a virus that constantly chang-
es its genetic structure (mutates) as it rep-
licates (makes copies of itself.) Most HIV 
medications, known as antiretrovirals, work 
by keeping the virus from replicating within 
the body of a person who has HIV. When the 
virus replicates it mutates, meaning differ-
ent versions of the virus are constantly be-
ing created. Some of these new versions are 
resistant to one or more HIV medications. In 
general, these resistant strains are only a 
problem if the person is taking medications 
that the virus is resistant to. When that hap-
pens the resistant virus may have an advan-
tage and become the main strain in the body.

When a person’s HIV infection consists 
mainly of a resistant virus, they can transmit 
that resistant virus to others. If they trans-
mit it to someone who was successfully on 
medication, that person’s medication regi-
men may no longer be effective. In the ex-
ample you have given, when neither partner 
is on medication, even if the resistant virus 
is transmitted, it may not be maintained in 
the body because there is no selective pres-
sure to maintain it (that is, the new carrier is 
not on the medications the virus can resist.)

It is difficult to prove when reinfection oc-
curs. It requires blood samples from both 
partners and tests that are not available 
to clinicians outside research institutions. 
However, several cases have been pub-
lished in which reinfection has been proven 
to occur.

I hope this is clear. It’s a complex topic. 
Please write again if you still have questions.

Although this was not your question, I 
also want to make it clear that if a resistant vi-
rus is transmitted it to someone who is HIV-, 
that person will be resistant to some HIV 
medications from the beginning, before they 
have tried any medications. That is initial in-
fection, not re-infection, but it is also impor-
tant and is now happening to about 10% of 
newly infected people.

Dr. Eva t
dr. eva Hersh is chief medical Officer at 
chase Brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email at 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or by surface 
mail to eva Hersh md, chase Brexton Health 
Services, 1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, md 
21201

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

BarebackingPart 2
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Some lie about flossing.Some lie about flossing.  
  

  
Some brush more than 3 times a day. Some brush more than 3 times a day.   

  
  

   
And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office And, some haven’t seen the inside of a dentist’s office 

since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.since the Discman was the latest in portable music.   
 

   
   
   
   

Complete health care, completely about you.Complete health care, completely about you.  

At At Chase Brexton Health ServicesChase Brexton Health Services, ,   
we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.we know the dentist’s office is rarely a favorite place.  

  
But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do, But with dentists and hygienists who love what they do,   

Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    Chase Brexton has everything to make even the most    
reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.reluctant teeth feel good about the dentist.  

  
For an appointment, call 410For an appointment, call 410--837837--2050.2050.  
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Curt Raymond Schaefer, an architect who was an advocate for 
the rejuvenation of aging Baltimore landmarks, died Sunday, 
January 16, 2011, of complications from the flu at his home on 
East Mount Vernon Place. He was 51.

Mr. Schaefer was born in Bad Cannstatt, Germany, where his 
father was stationed in the military. He was raised in Camp Hill, 
Pa. He was a graduate of Cedar Cliff High School and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in architecture from Temple University in 1985.

For the past 14 years, he had been employed at Kann 
Partners, architects in downtown Baltimore. He was a project 
manager and studio team leader. Mr. Schaefer worked with design teams on the pres-
ervation of the Druid Park Conservatory, the Lab School on the old Goucher College 
campus and the Enoch Pratt Free Library’s Canton and Edmondson Village branches.

At the beginning of his career in Baltimore, Mr. Schaefer worked on a number of 
Baltimore County elementary schools in need of renovation: Stoneleigh, Deer Park, 
Powhatan, McCormick, Seneca, Kingsville and Oakleigh. He later began focusing 
on downtown Baltimore’s commercial buildings, built before and after the Great Fire 
of 1904. He assisted in the conversion of several into hotels, including the old Hotel 
Junker on East Fayette Street, the Oldtown National Bank and the Title Guarantee 
Building on St. Paul Street. Several years ago, he began one of his more ambitious 
projects, the renovation of a structure with a cast-iron facade at 311 W. Baltimore St. 
called the West Side Lofts.

Mr. Schaefer also worked on the Kresge Building at Park Avenue and Lexington 
Street, Calvert Hall at St. Mary’s College in St. Mary’s City, the Clarence M. Mitchell 
Jr. Courthouse, the Police Academy, the Abel Wolman Building, University Baptist 
Church, the old Bibelot bookstores, the Fort Howard Outpatient Clinic for the Veterans 
Administration and the Mason F. Lord Center at the Johns Hopkins Bayview Campus.

Mr. Schaefer spent his summers at Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, where he shared 
a home.

Survivors include his mother, Ingeborg Rehklau Schaefer of New Cumberland, 
Pennsylvania; two sisters, Susan K. Schaefer of New Cumberland and Karen R. 
Jenkins of Huntington, Indiana; and many friends including Dana Spinks, George Hart, 
Charlie Browne, and Rod Cook.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2011, at 3:00 p.m. at The First 
and Franklin Street Presbyterian Church, 210 Madison Avenue, Baltimore. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Attn: Membership 
Department, 6 Herndon Ave., Annapolis, MD 21403. t

FAITH

CURT RAyMOND SCHAEFER

By rev. Jerry S. ManeKer
www.ChriStianLgBtrightS.Org
What was the fringe a mere thirty years ago 
has largely overtaken much, if not most, of 
the institutional Church and most all clergy, 
and other professing Christians, have not 
condemned the hate-mongering and hateful 
rhetoric that has been spewed from all too 
many pulpits against LGBT people. Indeed, 
the history of the institutional Church is re-
plete with its being enmeshed with the most 
reactionary forces within secular society, be-
ing their spokespeople, affirming their hatred 
and exclusion of assorted minority groups, 
and being in the vanguard in the oppression 
visited upon LGBT people.

This reality has caused untold numbers 
of intelligent, sensitive, and decent people to 
distance themselves not only from the insti-
tutional Church but from Christianity itself, as 
these people falsely believe that the fringe, 
the haters, the homophobic clergy speak 
for Christianity and speak for God. Indeed, 
many Christians have distanced themselves 
from the institutional Church and, as in my 
case, do not even go to church any longer, 
unless it is a church that embraces all of 
God’s children.

Christianity is largely held in contempt by 
many people because clergy and other pro-
fessing Christians have not confronted the 
homophobic clergy for not only preaching 
the false gospel of legalism, perfectionism, 
and exclusion, but for perverting Christianity 
to be in accordance with their own prejudic-
es and, frequently, hate-filled hearts.

Moreover, those who profess to be 
Christians, by their mere attendance in 
churches that have homophobic clergy as 
their pastors, have lent credibility to those 
clergy, and have affirmed and encouraged 
the homophobic hatefulness that has been 
spewed for all too many years. And such 
clergy have also emboldened assorted pol-
iticians and others to either to engage in ho-
mophobic rhetoric themselves or, just as 
hatefully and cowardly, helped prevent al-
most all politicians to be against full and 
equal civil rights for Gay people.

The image of Christianity has come to 
such a sorry, distorted state that it is very 
likely that if you even mention the word 
“Christian,” the first word that would likely 
come into another person’s mind would be 

the word “sin.” The crying shame is that the 
word “love” would not likely be the first word 
that would come into people’s minds when 
the word “Christian” is used.

I don’t merely blame the homopho-
bic clergy for this state of affairs, but I also 
blame cowardly professing Christians for al-
lowing these clergy to speak for Christianity, 
for the Church, and for God, and to do so 
with impunity!

The very fact that homophobic clergy 
and others know that most people will not 
confront them for the anti-Christian senti-
ments they express partakes of the same dy-
namic as the defamation of Jesus by some 
people in the media. Both groups of people 
fail to know what Christianity truly is, and that 
is because the living out of the Christian life 
is so infrequent; the exposition of the Gospel 
of Christ is similarly infrequent; they know 
that their target audiences are likely to view 
their hateful sentiments favorably.

The only Gospel to be found in 
Christianity is the Gospel of grace (God’s un-
merited favor), faith (trusting God over and 
above seen circumstances), love, peace, 
reconciliation, and inclusiveness. Anything 
else is not of God and is, indeed, a distortion 
and perversion of Christianity!

That’s why the word “Gospel” means 
“good news!” The Christian is liberated from 
legalism and from the yokes of bondage im-
posed by mere fallible human beings.

Jesus tells us that we are free! Hear Him: 
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

The homophobic clergy and their blind 
followers, uttering words and frequently act-
ing in discriminatory ways diametrically op-
posed to the Gospel, show by their rhetoric 
and actions the facts that they, themselves, 
are not free, and that they don’t seem to have 
a clue concerning the Gospel of Christ.
Indeed, homophobic clergy and other ho-
mophobia professing Christians are doing 
the devil’s work!

And if professing Christians remain silent 
in this matter, and don’t speak out against 
the perversion of the Gospel and the demon-
izing of LGBT people, they are not only align-
ing themselves with these homophobes, but 
they are showing themselves to be every bit 
as culpable in doing the devil’s work! t
Visit www.baltimoreoutloud.com for full story.

HOmOPHOBiA Professing 
Christians Defame Christianity
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Being queer has no bearing on race  
my white publicist said 
true love is never affected by color

I curb the flashes of me crashing across the 
table  
to knock his blond skin  
from Manhattan to Montego Bay  
to bear witness to the bloody beatings  
of brown boys  
accused of the homosexual crime of 
buggery

amidst the new fangled fads and fallacies 
the new-age claims  
that sexual and racial freedom has finally 
come for all– 
these under-informed 
self-congratulating 
pseudo-intellectual utterances  
reflect how apolitical the left has become

it is now commonplace to hear young 
activists say 
the terms lesbian and black and radical 
come across as confrontational  
why can’t people just be people?

Tongue and courage tied with fear 
I am at once livid, ashamed and paralyzed  
by the neo-conservatism breeding 
malicious amongst us

Gay  
Lesbian 
Bisexual 
Transgender 
Ally  
Questioning  
Two spirit 
Non-gender conforming—every year we 
add a new letter  
yet everyday  
I become more and more afraid to say  
or woman—everyday  
under the pretense of unity  
I swallow something I should have said  
about the epidemic of AIDS in Africa 
or the violence against teenage-girls in East 
New york 
or the mortality rate of young boys on the 
south-side of Chicago

even in friendly conversation 
I have to rein in the bell hooks-ian urge 
to kill mother-fuckers who say stupid shit to 
me 
all day, bitter branches of things I cannot 
say out loud 
sprout deviant from my neck

f*** you-you-f***ing-racist-sexist-turd  
f*** you for crying about homophobia 
while you exploit the desperation of 
undocumented immigrants 
to clean your hallways 
bathe your children and cook your dinner 
for less than you and i spend on our tax 
deductible lunch!

I want to scream out loud 
all oppression is connected you dick

at the heart of every political action in 
history  
stood the dykes who were feminists  
the anti-racists who were gay rights activists 
the men who believed being vulnerable  
could only make our community stronger

as the violence against us increases  
where are the LGBT centers in those 
neighborhoods  
where assaults occur most frequently? 
as the tide of the Supreme Court changes 
where are the marches  
to support a woman’s right to an abortion? 
and what are we doing about health 
insurance  
for those who can least afford it?

HIV/AIDS was once a reason for gay white 
men to act up 
now your indifference spells the death  
of straight black women  
and imprisoned Latino boys 
apparently 
if the tragedy does not immediately impact 
you 
you don’t give a f***

a revolution once pregnant with expectation  
flounders 
apathetic and individualistic no one knows  
where to vote 
or what to vote for anymore

the faces that now represent us 
have begun to look like the ones who used 
to burn crosses 
and beat bulldaggers and f*** faggots up 
the ass 
with loaded guns

the companies that sponsor our events 
do not honor the way we live or love 
or dance or pray 
progressive politicians still dance around  
the issue of gay parenting  
and the term marriage is reserved  
for those unions sanctioned by a church 
controlled state

for all the landmarks we celebrate 
we are still n*****s 
and faggots 
and minstrel references for jokes  
created on the funny pages of a white 
hetero-normative world 
  
the current leftist manifesto  
is a corporate agenda/and outside that 
agenda 
a young boy dressed in drag is swallowing 
semen 
so he can pay for dinner  
a woman is beaten every 12 seconds 
every two minutes 

a girl is raped somewhere in America

and while we stand here well-dressed and 
rejoicing 
in India 
in China 
in South America—a small child cuts the 
cloth  
to construct that new shirt/that new shoe 
that old imperialism held upright  
by the misuse of impoverished lives

gather round ye fags, dykes, trannies  
—and all those committed radical social 
change 
we are not simply at a political crossroad  
we are buried knee deep in the quagmire  
of a battle for our very humanity

the powers that have always been have 
already come  
for the Jew, the communist and the trade 
unionist 
the time to act is now! 
Now! while there are still ways that we can 
fight 
Now! because the rights that are left are so 
very few 
Now! because it is the right thing to do 
Now! before you open the door to find  
they have finally come for you t

Poem by Staceyann Chin

Staceyann Chin

The following poem was read at the BMORE Proud 
LGBTQIA Summit as well as Gay Games VII:
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Sen. nancy Jacobs

Sen. Jacobs Using religion 
to Foil Marriage equality
By rOB LanCe
In a recent Washington Post article I saw that Senator Nancy Jacobs 
(R-Harford), who vehemently opposes marriage equality, still be-
lieves that it’s OK to legislate based on her religious beliefs and that no 

one else’s religion or civil rights need be 
considered. Jacobs states: “Public opin-
ion may change, but for people of reli-
gious faith, God’s word doesn’t change.” 
Really? So all the ministers and rabbis 
who support marriage equality and who 
stand ready to welcome gays and les-
bians into the bonds of marriage with-
in their churches and synagogues aren’t 
really people of religious faith? Where is 
their religious freedom?

Sen. Jacobs needs to have a heart-
to-heart talk with her Republican col-
league, Senator Allan Kittleman, who 
bravely and honestly and with great 

courage declared his support for the marriage equality bill. He stated 
that despite his religious beliefs, marriage equality is a civil rights is-
sue and our government is not a theocracy. For Jacobs, the govern-
ment of Maryland seems to be an extension of her church and she 
expects all Marylanders to accept her religious beliefs as basis for 
our laws and our rights.

No thank you, Senator! Denying citizens equal civil rights and 
protections under law based on just one religion’s belief system is 
not acceptable; in fact it‘s dangerous. That might be the practice in 
third world countries with theocratic dictatorial governments, but it’s 
not the American way.

In the debate about the marriage bill we need to ask a simple 
question: Who will be hurt by passage of the bill and who will be hurt 
if it doesn’t become law?

When this bill passes and is signed into law by Governor 
O’Malley, no one will be hurt and no one will lose anything. Sen. 
Jacobs and her followers will be wailing and gnashing their teeth I‘m 
sure, but they will not have been denied anything. People will still 
procreate. Opposite sex couples will still marry. Churches can still re-
fuse to marry anyone they choose. More families will be protected by 
law. Life will go on beautifully, just as it has in Massachusetts since 
marriage equality became state law there in 2004. Perhaps a fact-
finding trip to Massachusetts by Sen. Jacobs would help her under-
stand how equality benefits all citizens.

If this bill does not pass, gay and lesbian citizens will again be 
denied equal civil rights and will continue to suffer the indignity of be-
ing second-class citizens. Families headed by same-sex parents will 
not be fully protected by law. Their children will suffer as well, with 
far fewer legal protections than children of legally married couples. 
Same-sex couples will still require additional legal documents to pro-
tect their families and assets that married couples do not need to 
consider. Gay and lesbian Maryland citizens will be hurt by the failure 
of marriage equality to become law. No one, including Sen. Jacobs 
can deny that.

This bill and the issue of marriage equality are not about one per-
son’s religious beliefs. It’s about the religious freedom and the civil 
rights of all Marylanders. t

By Mara DrUMMOnD
There has been much discussion recently on the 

topic of gender identity protections in Maryland, spe-
cifically House Bill 235. HB 235 would provide anti-dis-
crimination protections in employment 
and housing on the basis of gender iden-
tity or gender expression.

To understand why employment and 
housing are the two types of discrimi-
nation being addressed by this bill, one 
has to understand how badly transgen-
der people are currently being impacted 
by the current lack of legal protections. 
A recent report by the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force and the National 
Center for Transgender Equality found 
that 71% of transgender Marylanders 
experienced harassment or mistreat-
ment on the job and 18% had lost a job. 
The same report found that 17% of transgender people 
were denied a home or apartment, 12% had become 
homeless and 22% had to find temporary shelter in or-
der to survive.

Looking beyond the raw numbers, employment dis-
crimination has an incredible impact on the health of 
our community. Over 58 % 
of Americans receive their 
care through an employer-
sponsored health insurance 
plan. When transgender 
people are wrongfully ter-
minated from their jobs, not 
only do they personally lose 
health insurance coverage, 
but so do their family mem-
bers who are covered under 
the same health and dental 
plans. Subsequent discrimi-
nation in hiring then makes 
obtaining private insurance 
or even maintaining COBRA 
insurance a financial impossibility. People tend to for-
get that that transgender people are just people, and 
that they and their family members are no less immune 
to diabetes, cancer, HIV/AIDS, influenza, etc. than any 
other segment of society.

The controversy with HB 235, though, is centered 
on whether public accommodations protections should 
or should not be included in legislation at this time. 
While I readily admit that transgender people need pro-
tection against discrimination in public accommoda-
tions, inclusion of public accommodations protections 
in previous versions of this bill has been the primary 
reason that transgender Marylanders are still without 
protections in employment and housing today. Many 
members of the Maryland General Assembly see inclu-

sion of public accommodations protections as some-
thing the public is not ready for. Regardless of how 
morally bankrupt it is to deny discrimination protec-
tions for any reason, the fact that the Maryland General 

Assembly cannot stomach public ac-
commodations protections at this time is 
a reality that cannot be overlooked.

Each year that employment and 
housing protections are not enacted is 
another year that transgender people 
are being made destitute, being forced 
from their homes, being forced to turn to 
crime for survival, and sadly dying from 
diseases that could have been managed 
had they had basic health care. While no 
transgender person, including myself, 
wants to face the possibility of being de-
nied access to accommodations that ev-
ery other Marylander takes for grant-

ed, we as a community cannot let our own greed and 
selfishness cause the continual denial of prohibitions 
against the truly life threatening forms of discrimination 
that plague our community. We as a community can-
not continue ignoring the needs of transgender peo-
ple who are or who might become unemployed and/

or homeless while we wait 
the 2, 5, 10 or 20 years it 
takes the Maryland General 
Assembly and the public to 
evolve to the point where 
they can support legislation 
that prohibits public accom-
modations discrimination. 
To do so is unconscionable.

The only morally ac-
ceptable action that we as 
a community can take is 
to obtain the critical pro-
tections (employment and 
housing) that transgender 
Marylanders need today by 

working to get HB 235 enacted into law, while never 
giving up the fight to enact further incremental legis-
lation that adds protections against gender identity 
discrimination in public accommodations, education, 
criminal justice, adoption, divorce and custody pro-
ceedings, senior care and housing, medical insurance, 
medical care, prisoner housing, licensing, and other 
emerging needs. HB 235 is the first and most critical 
step in gaining discrimination protections for transgen-
der Marylanders. t
mara drummond is the president of an indepen-
dent computer consulting firm, author of the book 
Transitions—a Guide to Transitioning for Transsexuals 
and Their Families, and co-producer of the award win-
ning film Unraveling michelle.

Mara Drummond

While I readily admit that 
transgender people need 

protection against discrimination 
in public accommodations, 

inclusion of public 
accommodations protections in 

previous versions of this bill 
has been the primary reason 

that transgender Marylanders 
are still without protections in 

employment and housing today.

Building a Legislative Agenda to 
Protect Transgender Marylanders



18 q BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  FEBRUARy 25, 2011  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

Sharp Street 
APArTheiD
I walked from my home on Guilford Avenue to 
Equality Maryland’s Sharp Street headquar-
ters. I reached the corner of Cross Street and 
Leadenhall where in 1962, reported the Afro, 
“A crowd of whites descended upon a heavi-
ly populated colored area…hurling rocks and 
bottles, and shouting abusive curses.”

At issue was the desire of black chil-
dren to swim in the Riverside Pool in South 
Baltimore; they were only allowed a wading 
pool at Sharp and Hamburg Streets, close to 
my destination at 1201 Sharp Street.

I came to discuss the Gender Identity 
Anti-Discrimination bill; codifying the omis-
sion of a class of people from anti-discrim-
ination laws. How it happened that a civil 
rights organization would support a bill that 
would deny equal justice to a minority will 
be historically noted alongside the story of 
children who just wanted to go swimming at 
the Riverside Pool. Modern organizations 
pride themselves on diversity and inclusion; 
symbolic of our culture of fair mindedness. I 
looked around the table of over 20 civil rights 
activists: Every person was white.

I asked what this civil rights organization 
was doing to reach out to African Americans. 
My concerns were unanswered. I mentioned 
the race riot two blocks away in 1962. Did the 
young staff members even understand that 
we are involved in the same struggle?

Perhaps they suffered from moral apha-
sia; an inability to speak in the face of in-
justice. Unlike the bill offered last year with 
more support than the marriage bill; this bill 
excludes public accommodations. It is the 
moral equivalent of what would have been 
if the Civil Rights Act of 1964 had left res-
taurants, restrooms, and lunch counters 
segregated.

The new narrative being written by 
Equality Maryland is that this year’s com-
promised bill was crafted by Delegate 
Pena-Melnyk and came as a surprise to 
them. I don’t buy that. There are many in-
stances of their claims to responsibility for 
this bill. If they want to rewrite history they 
should hire a better writer. I don’t think that 

Delegate Pena-Melnyk or other sponsors of 
the bill want to leave us behind. Our lawmak-
ers capitulated under Equality Maryland’s 
Guidance. Former Equality Maryland insid-
er Dr. Dana Beyer said at the meeting; “our 
friends and allies are killing us.

The national movement is running the 
show this year and next. We don’t get an-
swers because direction comes from HRC, 
Freedom to Marry, and the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, not from the people at 
the table on Sharp Street. Internally they 
have agreed, or have been told by the board, 
not to discuss the level of national involve-
ment. Without discussing that they can’t 
give an answer as to why this bill was down-
graded to make it unlikely that opposition 
would brew for a referendum. Does Equality 
Maryland have a plan or a timetable for pur-
suing public accommodations protections?

No. The national puppet masters de-
mand they use their resources fighting a 
referendum on the Marriage bill and rewrit-
ing the tax code so newlyweds can file joint-
ly. Dana Beyer wrote in Metro Weekly, “For 
many gay leaders, civil rights for all is not 
their priority.” Basic rights of human dignity, 
she suggested to me, “have been sacrificed 
on the altar of marriage.” Equality Maryland’s 
purpose was to craft a bill that could win, not 
one would have a meaningful outcome. They 
claim that public accommodations were re-
moved because two years ago legislators 
“actually wrote offensive and destructive lan-
guage into the bill as an amendment.”

It is an admission that our lobbyists 
have backed down at fear of offensive lan-
guage. I’m old enough to remember the 
Battle of Chicago in ‘68 and Stonewall in ‘69. 
When activists said “offensive and destruc-
tive” they meant billy clubs and teargas. In 
Orangeburg, South Carolina in 1968 three 
activists were shot dead over the desegre-
gation of a bowling alley. There were no billy 
clubs in Annapolis in 2009; nobody was shot.

They fought to desegregate the Riverside 
Pool in South Baltimore so that the children 
could cool off from the summer heat and play 
and laugh with other children. Public accom-
modations are places of social intercourse 
where people learn to care for one another 
and to no longer be afraid. That is what peo-
ple of my generation learned because our 
parents fought for rights other than their own. 
Small employment and housing protections 
in this bill serve only the haute bourgeoisie 
with access to attorneys. Taking their march-
ing orders from HRC and the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, Equality Maryland 
has chosen to provide nothing for the young 
people who must suffer the indignities of so-
cial isolation that this bill codifies as sanc-
tioned by the state. t

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca
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LiveLy artS//OUt On BLU-ray

By gregg ShaPirO
A longtime staple of a gay diet, the multiple 
Oscar-winning 1950 Bette Davis vehicle all 
about eve (20th Century Fox) has made its 
way to Blu-ray to be enjoyed by future queer 
generations. Insightfully written and direct-
ed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz, All About Eve’s 
timeless, if campy, study of a backstabbing 
understudy is a tale as old as the theater it-
self and never gets tired (see Black Swan).

Shot in black and white, which looks 
crisp in HD, and featuring humorous and re-
vealing voiceovers from lead characters, all 
about eve opens with Eve (Anne Baxter), 
receiving an acting award from the Sarah 
Siddons Society. But it was the performance 
that she gave leading up to getting the award 
that no one will ever forget.

Eve (not her real name, BTW) worms her 
way into the good graces of Karen (Celeste 
Holm), the naïve wife of playwright Lloyd 
(Hugh Marlowe), earning herself an introduc-
tion to legendary Broadway star Margo (Bette 
Davis, doing her best Tallulah Bankhead). In 
a matter of months, from October to June, 
Eve succeeds in charming almost every-
one, including rapier-tongued theater col-
umnist Addison (the effete George Sanders, 
who won an Oscar), producer Max (Gregory 
Ratoff), director (and Margo’s beau) Bill 
(Gary Merrill), Lloyd and even the usual-
ly guarded Margo. Only Margo’s old friend 
and assistant Birdie (the wonderful Thelma 
Ritter) find Eve’s motives suspicious.

Naturally, Eve finds ways to make herself 
indispensable to Margo, so Birdie’s protests 
are ignored. Eve arranges a late-night coast-
to-coast birthday phone call from Margo to 
Bill. She plans a welcome home/birthday 
party for Bill at Margo’s without asking the 
hostess’ permission, and so on. If this mov-
ie was set in the present day, Eve would be 
considered a stalker and given the heave-
ho. She also would have found a way of mak-
ing Birdie disappear without ever being seen 
again. But it isn’t Birdie’s job that Eve wants, 
it’s Margo’s. And she eventually gets what 
she wants, but not without racking up a num-

ber of lifelong enemies.
Full of some of the most memorable 

scenes and dialogue in 20th century film 
history—the party scene alone, which in-
cludes Marilyn Monroe’s scene-stealing turn 
as Miss Casswell and the infamous “fasten 
your seatbelts” line—all about eve is neces-
sary viewing for everyone, gay or straight. 
The Blu-ray contains a costume trunk full of 
special features, including the informative 
shorts “The Real Eve” and “The Secret of 
Sarah Siddons.”

Utilizing dramatizations and vintage foot-
age, Benjamin Meade’s low-budget and in-
ferior Bazaar Bizarre (Troma) tries to titillate 
and terrify and only achieves triteness. The 
story of sexual psychopath Bob Berdella, 
whose late 1980s killing spree terrorized 
Kansas City, Missouri, isn’t given the due it 
deserves in this case.

Opening with a naked Chris Bryson 
(Justin Daniels) climbing out of a second sto-
ry window, wearing a dog collar and leash, 
and running for his life, the movie flashes 
back to how he found himself in said situa-
tion. From there Bazaar Bizarre is made up 
of interviews with retired police officers, cler-
gy, reporters, former prosecutors, a florist, a 
hairdresser, a mechanic (!), an “irreverent” 
radio DJ, a real estate agent, a private in-
vestigator and others. Interwoven through-
out are graphic reenactments of the hid-
eous and violent acts Berdella (portrayed by 
Christopher Leo) performed on his various 
victims, most of whom were gay male hus-
tlers with chemical dependency issues.

It’s hard to say what’s more disturbing 
about this flick. It could be the four weird 
live band musical interludes or possibly the 
hosting of the movie by crime writer James 
Ellroy, who can barely contain his homopho-
bia. In any event, for those with a fondness 
for serial killer movies, you’re better off with 
Oscar nominee Jeremy Renner’s portrayal 
of Jeffrey Dahmer in 2002’s dahmer. DVD 
special features include deleted scenes and 
“Postmortem,” featuring cast and crew inter-
views. t

Screen Savor:
ALL ABOUT

EVIL
All About Eve
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LiveLy artS//Between the COverS

BEARS, BIKERS & MAYHEM
The Nation’s First Gay Leather, Bears & Biker Weekend!

Proceeds Benefit:

Friday’s Guest DJ: RICKY SINZ 

Bear Biker Bash at Club XS
Best Hairy Ass Contest - $100 cash prize

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 9 PM

Mardi-Gras Mayhem at Altland’s Ranch
Jockstrap Auction presented by:

SATURDAY, MARCH 5 8 PM

Bye Bye Bear Bingo Brunch at Club XS
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 11 AM

$85 FOR ALL 3 DAYS
Price includes dinner on Saturday and brunch on 
Sunday. Bingo plays are an additional cost.

Call 717-843-8181 for host hotel reservations. You 
must mention the event to book at special rate.

For more information and to purchase tickets: 
www.svbears.com

By COLin riLey
I’ll read any book that strikes my fancy, but I 
tend to stay away from romances. The idea 
of maudlin prose and relationships never ap-
pealed to me. I found a nice surprise in Lee 
Rowan’s latest novel, Tangled Web. Rowan, 
an Eppie award winner for her M/M romance 
novel Ransom, has crafted a delightful tale of 
blackmail, betrayal, and love.

Brendan Townsend of the 
upper-class society lives in 
London with his former college 
roommate and lover, Tony. One 
night, after Tony puts on a ris-
qué show at a clandestine gay 
club, he finds himself black-
mailed by the club’s owner and 
enlists the help of Brendan. 
Brendan, on a recommenda-
tion from his brother, goes to 
see Philip Carlisle, a retired 
major from the Royal Navy. 
Philip agrees to help Brendan, 
and Brendan can’t help but fall madly in love 
with him.

Rowan’s descriptions of London and its 

surroundings blend in so well with the charac-
ters’ dialogue and thoughts, it feels like a con-
tinuous narration from the characters’ points 
of view. The language and vocabulary are 
also very authentic; these characters sound 
British in their thoughts and words. The story 
takes place in a realized and poignant setting 
– 19th century England – where homosexu-

ality was punishable by death, 
a fearful reality for Brendan, 
Tony, and Philip. They all have 
to deal with society’s pressure 
on them as well as their own 
conflicted feelings about their 
sexuality.

While rooted in a specific 
time period, the novel touch-
es on timeless issues, such 
as the hypocritical upper-class 
society and the bravery of gay 
soldiers. The plot also held my 
interest with Tony’s blackmail-
er, who keeps pushing him for 

an exhibition and a private meeting because 
of a wealthy, mysterious lord and Philip’s 
watch on the smugglers around his country 

home of Kent. When Tom, the son of smug-
gler Ezra Jenkins, is killed, Philip must search 
out the killer and bring him to justice.

I appreciated how 
Rowan steers clear of 
the stereotypical melo-
drama. Both Brendan 
and Philip are hon-
est and rational men. 
Although Brendan feels 
stupid for helping Tony 
out of his blackmailing 
mess, he does it be-
cause he couldn’t live with himself if Tony’s 
reputation was ruined or he committed sui-
cide to avoid the shame. Philip thinks about 
how he’s risking his neck to help Brendan, 
and he doesn’t want to hurt him. But the heart 
wants what it wants, and even these men 
can’t fight against it.

However, the internal conflicts led the 
characters to turn inward on themselves 
and reveal more of their thoughts and feel-
ings. There were long stretches of dialogue 
and soliloquies, which read more like a play 
or a movie script. I would have liked to see 

the two main conflicts take on more life and 
a little more danger for the main characters. 
Brendan helping Tony and Philip solving the 

murder of Tom Jenkins, 
while keeping the pace 
of the novel up, were re-
solved a little too quickly 
and neatly.

Still, the story held 
my interest with its wit, 
charm, and passion. 
Rowan has converted 
this hater of romance 

back into a hopeless romantic. By the end 
of this novel, the reader will have loved tan-
gling themselves up with Brendan, Philip, 
and Tony. t
Tangled Web: An M/M Romance. Lee 
rowan. running Press; Paperback, 254 
pgs. January 2010. available on amazon.
com and www.runningpress.com.
colin riley stars as 1st Batlen/Hasid in the 
Jewish Theatre Workshops production of The 
dybbuk at the Jcc of Pikesville. Performance 
dates and ticket prices can be found at www.
jewishtheatreworkshop.org.

All Caught up in Lee Rowan’s Tangled Web

While rooted in a specific 
time period, the novel 
touches on timeless 
issues, such as the 

hypocritical upper-class 
society and the bravery of 

gay soldiers.
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Dining

By JeSSiCa LeMMO
you can’t help but excited when you come 
across a restaurant that offers flavor food 
at reasonable prices—that is exactly what 
Havana Road is!

This small and cozy restaurant is situ-
ated on Pennsylvania Avenue in Towson 
serves only traditional Cuban fare. The small 
dining space welcomes you with warm, 
earthy colors with twinkling lights overhead, 
vintage photos decorating the wall and in ci-
gar boxes on the tables.

The menu maybe limited, however, but 
what it does offer is done well with using all-
natural, wholesome ingredients, with every 
recipe. The entrees are served with tasty 
portions of black beans and rice.

The first thing that may catch your eye 

to start with is the Bayamo Dip Trio ($6) 
with Pepino (creamy cucumber dip), Cuban 
Salsa, and Mojo Sauce (made with garlic, 
olive oil and a citrus juice) served with Pan 
Cubano (Cuban bread).

you will want to save room for the Santa 
Clara Lechon Asado ($13) with slow roasted 
Cuban pork, braised in white wine for hours 
and traditional Cuban Mojo. The pork was 
tender to the point where it melted in your 
mouth, plus the mojo was full of flavor.

If you are in the mood for beef try the 
Santiago Ropa Vieja ($13.50) that is tender 
brisket, braised, pulled into “ropes” and sim-
mered in white wine, tomato sauce, garlic, 
and Cuban spices. The brisket was cooked 
nicely and the spices and garlic mingle nice-
ly on your tongue.

The highlight of the evening was the 
Bayamo Dip Trio, Santa Clara Lechon 
Asado and the Platanos Maduros (Sweet 
Plantains), but I have an eye on the Holguin 
Pulled Pork ($8.50), which is Cuban pulled 
pork with their Mojo Barbecue Sauce and 
the Miami Coconut Flan ($6) for my next vis-
it. The service was attentive and helpful with 
any question you may have.

Havana Road does not have a liquor li-
cense but you can bring your own liquor to 
add to one of their mixers- Mojito, Sangria or 
Margarita (Glass 2.50 and Pitcher 9.00). t

Adventures 
in Baltimore

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

 

The The The DizzDizzDizz   
G r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e wG r a n d v i e w    

Monday—Friday 11 am - 10 pm        
Saturday & Sunday 8:30 am - 10 pm 

Breakfast served weekends 8:30 am - 2pm 
 

St. Mary’s Roland View Towers 
3838 Roland Ave, Rooftop ● 443-869-3085 

Spectacular 180° Views  
of Charm City 

 

Full Bar Now Open 

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

Mondays 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

Happy Hour 
50¢ Off All Beer Selections 
Monday - Friday 3pm-7pm 

300 W 30th St ● 443-869-5864 
www.thedizzbaltimore.com  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter  

Havana Road
8 W Pennsylvania Avenue

Towson, MD 21204
(410) 494-8222

www.havanaroad.com

havana road
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DOt429 eXCLUSive

Daniel Duty is the Director of Enterprise 
Strategy at Target.  In 1992, Duty was ap-
pointed by Target’s CEO as a co-sponsor of 
the company’s LGBT business council.  He 
provides an insider’s perspective on being 
gay at Target and how the company over-
came public and media backlash for sup-
porting a candidate that opposed gay rights.

what is it like to be gay at target?  
what is the general attitude towards 
LgBt people?
Duty: It’s funny that you ask that question.  I 
couldn’t imagine working anywhere else as 
a gay person.   As an out gay man who has 
been advocating very intentionally both in-

side and outside the company for inclusive-
ness, the only things that I’ve gotten back 
from Target are praise, reward, and support. 

It’s really a great place to work - you can 
be out, you can be open, and most people 
are.  We have several top executives in the 
company who are openly gay.  

Did the company turn to you during 
the public and media backlash against 
target?  Did the company seek the 
advice of the LgBt business council?
Duty: yes, actually, I think I got one of the 
first calls when that news broke.  Really, 
the great thing about the business councils 
and how they are used here at Target is that 
the company does rely on them.  They re-
ally respect their opinion on how to handle 
different issues. 

what was your immediate advice?
Duty: My immediate advice was to under-
stand what had happened and what the 
facts were.  A lot of what we talked about 

was to continue to do what we already do 
so well, which was showing the community 
that Target is not only a huge supporter of 
not only its LGBT team members, but also a 
huge supporter of our community and the is-
sues that are important to us. 

Do you have any suggestions 
for people trying to get an LgBt 
organization started within their 
company?
Duty: The first step is you have to find each 
other.  Get together and really talk about 
what it is that you want to achieve as an 
ERG or business council.  How do you align 
your goals and objectives as an ERG with 
the company’s strategies, goals and objec-
tives?  What I have found very powerful, here 
at Target, is that where we have been able to 
align our goals with the company’s goals, we 
got to make progress faster.  Talk to the com-
pany about how your goals are the same as 
the company’s.

The second piece that I think is important 

is that it’s important to build allies throughout 
the company.  Using them to help spread our 
message and objectives has been very use-
ful in making things happen.  Having those 
allies, especially in the executive ranks, is 
important.

Do you think that the backlash against 
target ignited the company to do more 
for the LgBt community?
Duty: I don’t know if it sparked us to do 
more because we were already doing so 
much.  We would have pushed the organi-
zation to enhance what they were doing no 
matter what happened.  I feel that the differ-
ence between today and yesterday is that we 
are starting to talk about what we are doing 
more publicly so that people understand all 
the great things we’ve always been doing.

At the end of the day, Target has al-
ways been highly invested in the LGBT  
community. t
The full interview is on www.baltimoreout-
loud.com.

By JeFFrey haMMerBerg
Every state in the USA except for Hawaii had snow recently, 
and the nation is a long way from springtime—which is tra-
ditionally the busiest time of year for residential real estate 
sales. Most of the country is still within the deep freeze of 
winter weather, and very few LGBT buyers are in the mood 
for looking at houses while trudging around in slush and slip-
ping on icy walkways.

But LGBT buyers and sellers do need to start looking 
ahead in order to prepare for the 2011 real estate market. 
This year promises to be a pivotal one as the general econ-
omy gains momentum and the real estate sector leads the 
way in that recovery. Here are some highlights of what to ex-
pect in the coming months, based on current market data, 
housing trends, and the predictions of many experts within 
the industry.

interest rates on Mortgage Loans
The best news for both buyers and sellers is that mortgage 
interest rates are near the lowest levels they have been since 
banks started keeping historical records on mortgage data. 
That means that in 2011 it is possible to take out a home loan 
and get a mortgage that would make several generations of 
parents and grandparents jealous.

To put today’s rates into perspective it is worth point-
ing out that during the past 50 years there were many times 
when Americans paid extra points to get a loan that was low-
er than seven percent. In fact many people were thrilled to 
get a loan that was under 10 percent. By contrast, rates on 
reliable fixed-rate loans today have been hovering slightly 
above or below 4.5 percent and are a bargain by any histori-
cal measure.

But they are not expected to last forever, and the Fed has 
been wrestling with inflation for months while artificially keep-
ing rates down in order to stimulate the economy. Once the 
economy appears healthy enough to handle it, rates will like-
ly start going up and may never come down this far again—
so those who want to take advantage of them need to act 
now. By next year these phenomenal rates and exceptional-
ly attractive low monthly payments may be a relic of the past.

the Foreclosure Market
The Massachusetts high court recently reversed two fore-
closures, taking the homes back from the lenders who had 
repossessed them and returning them to the original home-
owners. Justice Ralph Gants, writing for the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court, explained that the banks had “failed to make 
the required showing that they were the holders of the mort-
gages at the time of foreclosure.” In the wake of the so-called 
“robo-signing” scandal—which exposed the fact that lend-
ers were foreclosing without reviewing documents or show-
ing enough legal proof—the courts may hear thousands of 
similar cases in 2011.

It is much too soon to predict the outcome or impact of 
those decisions. But many real estate, mortgage finance, and 
legal experts do anticipate that the unprecedented high vol-
ume of foreclosures will drop off dramatically as lenders dou-
ble check their paperwork. Especially following those land-
mark cases in Massachusetts, mortgage companies want to 
ensure that they are not breaking the law or risking an expen-
sive lawsuit from a wronged investor or homeowner.

What that means in practical terms for LGBT buyers and 
sellers is a return to normalcy. While there will still be fore-
closures, calming down the frantic pace of processing them 

will help prevent the rapidly plummeting prices seen over the 
past 2-3 years. In lieu of these developments, LGBT buyers 
may want to avoid the foreclosure market for the time being, 
as volatile legal issues get resolved. Meanwhile LGBT home 
sellers can expect more price support and fewer unexpect-
ed negative surprises in the market. That will enhance home 
values—or at least hold them steady so that they don’t con-
tinue a precipitous decline.

the Overall real estate Climate
Economist Christopher Thornberg—who was one of the only 
experts to accurately predict the real estate crash—was re-
cently quoted in the Los Angeles Times. He summed up to-
day’s real estate market rather well when he said, “Prices 
went from stupid-high levels to levels that made sense again.”

LGBT consumers should not expect the real estate mar-
ket to come roaring back in Roaring 20s style. Those days 
of ridiculous price inflation and constant flipping of houses 
for higher profits—supported by toxic assets and predatory 
lending practices—are gone for good. But by the same token 
they should trust that the worst is over and real estate is not 
a scary place to invest for those who use common sense.

Interest rates are dirt cheap. The selection of homes for 
sale is excellent. Prices are reasonable, and housing is af-
fordable. So 2011 should be a great year for buying and a 
much better year for selling—with an optimistic outlook that 
will continue to improve as the overall economy strength-
ens. t
To find real estate and mortgage professionals dedi-
cated to support of the lGBT community, visit www.
Gaymortgageloans.com and www.Gayrealestate.com, or 
call toll free 1-888-420-mOVe (6683).

yOUr MOney/reaL eState

LGBT Buyer and Seller Tips: What to expect in the 2011 real estate Market

insider Talk:  
Being Gay at Target
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Whether you and your partner are buying your first home together or
refinancing an existing loan, I understand the step you are taking in building 
your lives together and will listen to your personal needs before suggesting 
the best financing options. Contact me today.

Richard Pazornik
Mortgage Loan Officer
443.600.1282
richard.pazornik@suntrust.com
suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornik

SOLID
IS HERE TO HELP



24 q BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  FEBRUARy 25, 2011  •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

Cultural Capital:  
it’s DC, Baby
By niCK viviOn: gaytraveL.COM
I slipped out from the Renaissance Dupont 
Circle into a frozen wall of sleety rain, and it 
was perfect: Today was a museum day.

Of course, I had to safely manage the 
trips in between museums! The overnight 
icing had made icicles of my original plan 
to grab a bike from the pervasive Capitol 
Bikeshare program, so I set out on foot to-
wards the National Mall.

Being the capital of the United States, 
Washington, DC, is a hotbed of cultural ac-
tivities. Every cultural organization at least 
has an office here, which means that there is 
a critical mass of excellent arts here.

The National Mall is the center of most 
travelers’ cultural itineraries, with its world-
class museums open free to the public. The 
Mall is home to the Smithsonian collection, 
which includes the National Gallery of Art, 
and the National Museums of American 
History, American Indian, African Art, African 
American History and Natural History.

Just off the mall there is a bevy of oth-
er precious institutions, such as the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 
National Portrait Gallery, the National Postal 
Museum and the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum. These museums are all free, all of 
the time, so the lines can be long and every-
one must go through security procedures.

However, on this particular journey, I was 
out to visit three of the few museums that ac-
tually charge admission. I wanted something 
a bit different, something more tongue-in-
cheek, and something a little more exciting 
to symbolize the three things that DC rep-
resents for me: intrigue, suspense and cur-
rent events.

intrigue: the international Spy 
Museum

At any given moment there are 10,000 
spies in Washington, DC; a significant sta-
tistic, given Washington, DC’s central place 
in world events.

I mulled this figure over in my head as 
I wandered the exhibitions. Could one of 
these people be posing as a tourist at the 
International Spy Museum? A spy checking 
out their industry museum, secretly smiling 
at all of the gadgets that she uses every day. 
How delightfully meta!

When I got bored scrutinizing the fac-

es of unsuspecting Midwestern women try-
ing to find their children amidst all the gad-
getry, I marveled at the production design. 
They spared no expense in crafting an at-
mosphere appropriate to the story they were 
telling. From air ducts to secret bookcases, 
each exhibit reflects its content admirably.

I found myself wishing I had longer than 
just two hours here, because the in-depth 
coverage of how spies have infiltrated pretty 
much everything is super compelling.

Suspense: national Museum of Crime 
and Punishment

After discovering what spies do, and 
how they do it, I ambled a couple of blocks 
over to the National Museum of Crime and 
Punishment—a powerful reminder of the co-
pious risks spies take on the ground.

The NMCP is straight out of America’s 
Most Wanted¬, which is unsurprising-
ly filmed on-premises. This museum ex-
ists to allow you to experience all aspects of 
law enforcement—and to hopefully educate 
good citizens that will never break the law.

Regardless of the clear pro-police slant, 
I had a good time running amok amongst 
photos of gangsters and sketchbooks from 
serial killers. I stood in a lineup, got put in jail, 
escaped from jail, rode on a police Harley, 
drove a real-world simulator patrol car into a 
tree, shot up some perps in a real-world po-
lice training scenario, did enough pull-ups to 
qualify for the Police Academy, and pretend-
ed to help solve a murder in the CSI Crime 
Lab.

it was all in a day’s work!
After spending some time at the National 

Museum of Crime and Punishment, the un-
easy, mutually dependent relationship be-
tween the outlaws and those that chase 
them is crystal clear. The museum toes the 
line between glamorizing the notorious and 
emphasizing the morality of law enforce-
ment. This cloaked symbiosis is just as fas-
cinating as the people who live it out in the 
stories on the walls.

One thing is for sure: Crime does not pay, 
whichever way you slice, dice or shoot it!

Current events: the newseum
Washington, DC, is the epicenter of 

the 24/7 news cycle. The White House has 
a dedicated platform for journalists from 
around the world. Newspaper, magazine, ra-
dio, television and Internet journalists all vie 
for the latest scoop in what is likely the city 
with the highest per capita ratio of journalists 
in the world.

Stories are made and broken here, with 
some of the most coveted titles in journal-
ism being Chief White House Correspondent 
or Washington Bureau Chief. This is an ide-
al home for the Newseum, a unique muse-
um dedicated to all things news. The muse-
um is a hands-on look at the how and why 
news is made.

The Newseum traces newsgathering 
back to its origins more than five centuries 
ago, and takes visitors to the present-day 
multimedia electronic news of the Internet 
age. I particularly loved the ability to see 

newspapers from years of yore, all the way 
back to some of the very first papers post-
printing press. Slide-out drawers give ac-
cess to a myriad of different specimens in 
the Story of News Gallery.

I desperately wanted to take my turn 
in the NBC News Interactive Newsroom, 
where you are challenged to create an ac-
curate news report under deadline pressure. 
Unfortunately, I let my solo-traveler insecu-
rity get the best of me. I would have been in 
that hot seat in a flash if I had someone to 
laugh with me—and not at me!

Fifteen theaters are peppered through-
out the cavernous museum, giving insight 
into all kinds of ethical issues and shedding 
light on big news stories of the past. The 
sheer volume of content is overwhelming, 
and the museum gives you access to two 
consecutive days to accommodate even the 
most news-hungry visitor.

The 9/11 Exhibit is especially moving, 
with tears shed and shared with strang-
ers. A towering piece of wreckage—the an-
tennae from the very top of one of the tow-
ers—frames a headline wall, which has front 
pages from around the world on the days fol-
lowing the tragedy. It’s staggering.

Washington, DC, has enough cultural ac-
tivities to fill far more than one trip. There are 
countless organizations here that are dedi-
cated to preserving and sharing our national 
heritage, and spending at least one day expe-
riencing this treasure trove allows for a deep-
er understanding of the goings-on of one of 
the most powerful countries in the world. t

traveL
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Where were you on February 13, 1971? I 
know many of you were not even born yet. 
If you were at Louie’s /The Rogue which 
was located at 9th and Pennsylvania Ave., 
NW in Washington, D.C. you were present 
for the very first Scarlet’s Bake Sale. On that 
February afternoon right across from the 
F.B.I. Building a tradition began. (Contrary 
to popular belief I was not there selling jell-
o shots. I was in Junior High School…sell-
ing jell-o shots.) On Saturday, February 12, 
2011, a large leather crowd gathered once 
again in Washington, D.C. on the Saturday 
before Valentine’s Day as Scarlet’s Bake 
Sale celebrated forty years. I wouldn’t have 
missed it for anything!

Scarlet’s Bake Sale was started by Ed 
Nesbitt (Scarlet) and Neil Redmen (Mei Ling) 
and was backed by the Washington Leather 
Community. Strong supporters of the event 
included D.C. Eagle owners Don Bruce and 
Dick McHugh, Dick Cogan and Jim McGlade 
from the Leather Rack, George Dotson from 
Mr. P’s, and Don Culver from Lost & Found.

Money raised went to various children’s 
charities for a number of years until these or-
ganizations started to refuse money from the 
Leather Community. At that time, other chari-
ties were selected to include Whitman Walker 
Clinic, Food & Friends, Joseph House, 
Brother Help Thyself, Miriam’s House, The 
Mautner Project, and many more.

The event moved to the D. C. Eagle on 
9th Street and followed the D.C. Eagle to 
7th Street and finally to the D.C. Eagle’s cur-
rent location on New york Ave. I also recall 
at least one year when it was held at Titan’s/
Ramrod. The 40th Annual Scarlet’s Bake 
Sale was held once again at the D.C. Eagle 
and benefited Pets-DC and Baltimore’s 
Moveable Feast.

Scarlet’s Bake Sale is a live auction of 
cakes and other bake goods created by area 
leather clubs, leather titleholders, and var-
ious organizations. There were 72 cakes 

entered this year. Although cakes are the 
main focus over the years, other items have 
also been auctioned. For many years Neil 
Redman made beautiful belt buckles deco-
rated with different colored stones and Ray 
Hard of the Spartans crocheted afghans.

It was great to see that the guys from the 
Spartans turned out in force again this year. 
Longtime Bake Sale attendee Gary Floyd re-
called that one year a young lady who was 
in culinary school had to create a sculpture 
as her final exam. She constructed a framed 
picture of a colonial house made entirely out 
of white chocolate and kindly donated it to 
Scarlet’s Bake Sale.

The item sold for $1,300. The following 
year it appeared again and sold for $1,100, 
and when it appeared a third year, it sold for 
$1,200. Unfortunately, the third time was not 
the charm. The person who bought it hit the 
breaks a bit too hard on the way home and it 
was destroyed.

There is also the tradition of having the 
current Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather and the cur-
rent Mr. D.C. Eagle auction off everything they 
are wearing. I do mean everything! I am hap-
py to report that the tradition continued again 
this year as Doug Pamplin Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 2011 and Michael Kramer Mr. D.C. 
Eagle 2011 hit the stage. yes, I could have 
done without Doug’s yellow Steelers socks 
and his large Steelers-themed cake but after 
all he was kind enough to come all the way 
from Pittsburgh to keep the tradition alive. 
Also in keeping with tradition Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 1993 Frank Nowicki severed as the 
main auctioneer. Other auctioneers included 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 1989 Dan Noel.

Prior to the auction Mr. D.C. Eagle 2011 
Michael Kramer, Mr. Maryland Leather 
2011 Alex Lamaire, along with the Rev. 
David North and David york from the MCC 
Church of College Park judged the cakes. 
The Best Club Cake Award was presented 
to the Centaurs, M.C. for their Bette Davis 
“Whatever Happened to Baby Jane” extrav-
aganza. This creation, which also included 
many Bette Davis DVDs later, sold for $1,200!

The folks from Plaza Artist won the 
award for best corporate cake. Another high-
light was a huge brick wall of a cake mod-
eled after Pink Floyd’s “The Wall” with the 
words Mr. Maryland Leather 2011 written on 
it like graffiti. This monster of a cake was cre-
ated by Alex Lamaire and Belton Moore of 
Baltimore and was awarded the plaque for 
Best Individual Entry. (I knew this cake all 
too well as I had to ride in the back of a van 
with it to make sure it made it from Baltimore 
to Washington in one piece. At one point 

Alex hit a pothole on New york Avenue and 
I almost felt like Ronald Reagan shouting, 
“Tear down this Wall!”)

Since I am on the Board of Directors for 
Scarlet’s Bake Sale I had to be at the D.C. 
Eagle very early to help set up. It was a long 
but very fun afternoon. When the event end-
ed it still was not time to go home. It was time 
to go to a packed Triple LLL. Bar in Baltimore 
to join C.O.M.M.A.N.D., M.C. for their bar 
night and to wish Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 
2010 Sir John a happy birthday. Plus there 
was cake!

What a great day! It was wonderful to 
see so many members of F.I.S.T, ShipMates, 
and other Baltimore leather folk in D.C. for 
the 40th Scarlet’s Bake Sale. If you missed 
it you missed a very enjoyable afternoon. 
That’s okay. Where on you going to be on 
Saturday, February 11, 2012? Make plans 
to be in Washington, D.C. It will be the 41st 
Annual Scarlet’s Bake Sale. t

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Forty 
Fabulous

Belton Moore (l.) and alex Lemaire holding “the wall”
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Can Long Distance 
Relationships Last?

Part 1
This issue I’m focusing on long distance re-
lationships and if the relationship can stand 
the test of time, let alone the distance. A 
long distance relationship is something that 
I have vowed to never do again unless I’m 
married, of course, and we have to relocate 
due to his or my job or other serious matters. 
But that’s another side of the coin that I’m not 
ready to explore just yet.

Relationships as far as I’m concerned 
are wonderful to be in. you’ve found some-
one that understands you and connects with 
you on a deeper level. Deeper than any of 
your Boys/Good Judy’s out there, no matter 
how loyal they have been. Sure, your Boy/
Good Judy know all of your dirty laundry and 
stuck with you through good and bad times, 
but once you find a man, he becomes your 
most trusted confidant. We all hide things 
from our Boy/Good Judy, never put all your 
eggs in one basket.

When it comes to the man serving up 
that beef every night, we tend to tell him ev-
ery aspect of our life. you will divulge your 
Boy/Good Judy’s deepest darkest secrets to 
this man that you have known only a mere 
six months. But will you divulge all of your 
man’s indiscretions to your Good Judy? Of 
course you won’t. Even though it has only 
been six months, you feel as though this man 

is down for you, come hell or high water. It’s 
in our nature to protect home no matter what.

your Boy/Good Judy has been around 
for years, your man not so much, but isn’t he 
giving you something your Boy/Good Judy’s 
never could, right? Unless you’re the type 
that sleeps with your Boy/Judy from time 
to time, no judgment, I’m just putting it out 
there.

Now that you see where I’m coming from 
in relation to a relationship, let’s get down 
to it. you’re out at the club with your Boys 
or Good Judy’s, whatever. you see him. He 
sees you. Next thing you know you’re on the 
dance floor two-stepping or shaking what 
you’re momma gave you. you feel a pres-
ence behind you. you turn around and it’s 
him!

you continue to dance this time you grind 
a little on him just to see what he’s working 
with. The club lights come on, time to go. you 
convene out in the parking lot (a la Bulldogs 
Atlanta, GA) and exchange numbers. you 
ask him where he’s from; he tells you out of 
town. you start to think to yourself, is he even 
worth calling?

A couple of days pass and he calls you, 
the two of you start to converse every day. 
He comes to your city enough that a rela-
tionship is possible in the beginning. As time 
goes on he’s not coming to your town as of-
ten as you both would like. There could be 
a number of reasons: finances, work sched-
ule or another man who knows? you ex-
press your feelings of being lonely and sex-
ually frustrated to him and he sympathizes 
with you. This is the real test of a long dis-
tance relationship. you hope the situation 
will change for the better, sooner rather than 
later. Truth be told, you’re thinking there may 
not be a later if this continues. Now what are 
you to do?

Part two will be in the next issue. To read 
more from Shawn Bradley go to www.guy-
satbrunch.com. Also, be on the lookout for 
his debut comedy CD titled a Bottom like 
me on iTunes in March. t

What Made 
Us Gay?
It seems like with each passing year, we as 
LGBT folks are more tolerated under soci-
ety’s microscope. But the looming questions 
such as, “what made gays the way they are 
or what happened to us to change our minds 
in the first place” are still persisting, and an 
alarming amount of people continue to be-
lieve that we can be converted or changed 
back because of them.

It’s actually a little unnerving to me; on 
one hand I have acceptance, something I 
have prayed for, but on the other hand I feel 
as if people are searching for a deep-rooted 
problem to fix: me.

I’ve been asked about being raped or 
beat and for the life of me I still can’t figure 
out how that changes a person’s entire sex-
ual orientation. What about the women who 
are raped, beat and battered and who stay?

After taking the liberty of talking with 
several lesbians, I hope the message is 
clear. People of the LGBT community are 
the why we are because we were born this 
way. Although with some people an occur-
rence may have happened to seemingly con-
tribute to the end result, we are who we are. 
We don’t want or need pity or savior, just the 
same friendly smile given to straight neigh-
bors will suffice. The question was simple, 
“why are you gay?” and here is what we said:

Denise garrett
I’m gay because I don’t have the ability 

or the willpower to force myself not to be. I 
love women. I’ve felt this way for as long as 
I can remember and I’m OK with that. I am 
what I am.

aleisha epps
Ever since I can remember, I have had 

an affinity for women. It started with my el-
ementary school teachers for whom I would 
bring apples for and being delighted just to 
receive a big hug, and of course, as an extra 
thank-you bonus, I would be embraced with 
breasts in my face. At the time, it was always 
stated that an attraction to women at my age 
was natural; it was just a phase that all chil-
dren go through.

Anyway, my attraction to women moved 
on with me to middle school, which at this 
time it was not exclusive of just my teach-
ers at that time, it graduated to my friends. 
I still wasn’t sure of what everything meant 
to me. Of course, I dibbled and dabbled with 
what I would say…boys over the years, but 
once I arrived at Western High where all dis-
tractions were eliminated it was confirmed. 
To sum everything up, I am gay because it IS 
what I prefer. I could say that it was because 
I was molested, I could say that it is because 
my mother was a drug addict and I presum-
ably lost my first love, but I’m not. It’s just be-
cause it is me, and I absolutely love women. 
The end.

Sophia Davis
Well I am lesbian because I like the way 

a woman treat me. I try to date men they just 
keep hurting me. I still have my issues with 
it but that’s between me and God. For now 
I’m living life and loving the people that are it.

Shatelle Capps
I am a lesbian because God wanted me 

to be. I have never met a person that was 
anything but what God wanted them to be. 
He has a plan for us all and I don’t plan to 
let people who refuse to understand that, 
change my divine destiny. I love women.

ashley Donaldson
I’m gay because men just didn’t cut it for 

me, ever. I tried to be with men because of 
what everyone told me that God wanted and 
because of that I can honestly say that I have 
wasted 16 years of my life. I’m not going to 
waste another minute. Love is Love, and I 
love my Lady.

dedicated to any and all of my lGBT 
family who feel the pressure of society at 
times. may we give each other strength. We 
must love each other through the confusion 
of others and pray for wisdom and courage. 
i love you. t

Hearts
and Minds

Shawn Bradley

Lesbian
Taboo

Nicole Bettis
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2011community bulletin board
February 25–March 12

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

February 25 – 
March 6
reasons to be Pretty at Spotlighter’s
Limited 3-week engagement. Directed by 
Fuzz Roark, Featuring Bradly Widener, 
Holly Gibbs, Meagan Sawyer and 
Torberg Tonnessen. Thu., Fri. & Sat. at 8 
p.m., Sun at 2 p.m. Spotlighter’s Theatre, 
817 Saint Paul St., Baltimore 21202. $12 
Tickets Opening Weekend! Thurs. nights 
$10, Fri. & Sat. $17, Sun. Matinees $15. 
410-752-1225. Order your tickets at www.
fpct.org.

February 27
Oscar night Fundraiser Benefits 
homeless youth
10th Annual Oscar Night Gala to ben-
efit AIRS (AIDS Interfaith Residential 
Services) and Vital Housing projects 
for Homeless youth. 6 p.m. to Midnight. 
Charles Theater, 1711 N. Charles St., 
Baltimore 21201. Tix $125 per person 
general admission; $150 pp reserved 
seating. Visit www.airshome.org.

March 2
Josh aterovis Book release Party
Baltimore OUTloud columnist Josh 

Aterovis is all set to introduce his latest 
mystery novel, The Truth of yesterday, 
the fourth book in his award-winning, crit-
ically-acclaimed Killian Kendall Mystery 
Series. 7:30 p.m. Grand Central/Sapphos, 
1001 North Charles St., Baltimore 21201. 
www.centralstationpub.com

March 5
the narcissism of Minor Differences 
Film Series
MICA’s exhibition exploring the dark side 
of intolerance, Intolerance by D.W. Griffith 
and live soundtrack performance by Anne 
Watts & Boister. 7:30 p.m. Brown Center: 
Falvey Hall, 1301 W. Mount Royal Ave., 
Baltimore 21217. Free and open to the 
public. Info: news@mica.edu.

March 4,6,10,12
Opera vivente Presents american 
Premiere of handel’s rinaldo
In 1711, Rinaldo became the basis for 
Handel’s operatic success. This perfor-
mance is the 1731 version. Rinaldo takes 
place during the time of the Crusades. 
Performed in English in the Great Hall 
of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 811 
Cathedral St. in Mount Vernon. Show 
times are 7:30 p.m. except for Sunday, 

which is at 3 p.m. Tickets $30-$75 for all 
performances. For tickets call 410-547-
7997 or visit www.operavivente.org.

March 6
Baltimore antique Bottle Show
Largest one-day bottle show in the 
world with over 300 tables of all types 
of antique bottles, jars, advertising, jugs, 
small antiques, post cards. 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Physical Education Center, CCBC-
Essex, 7201 Rossville Blvd., Baltimore 
21237. Admission only $3, children under 
12 free. Free bottle appraisals. Visit www.
baltimorebottleclub.org.

March 8
howard County PFLag Meeting takes 
on Bullying
The Columbia/Howard County chapter of 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays (PFLAG) will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Owen Brown Interfaith Center in 
Columbia. The chapter will be taking on 
the issue of bullying in the schools with 
the showing of the film Bullied followed 
by a panel discussion consisting of rep-
resentatives of the Howard County Public 
School System. For more information, 
visit www.pflagmd.org or contact Patricia 

Morris English, 443-280-9047, pflagmd@
gmail.com.

March 9
Stonewall Democrats of Central 
Maryland Membership Meeting
Equality Maryland’s executive direc-
tor Morgan Meneses-Sheets and April 
yvonne Garrett of Civic Frame will be 
guest speakers. 7 p.m. Shuckers in Fells 
Point (1629 Thames St, Baltimore 21231). 
Info: www.stonewalldemocratsmd.org.

March 12
intersections: Sexuality, gender, race 
and ethnicity.
Morgan State University’s Women and 
Gender Studies Program and Bmore 
Proud LGBT Intercollegiate Coalition will 
sponsor an academic symposium. The 
one-day symposium from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. in the University Student Center at 
Morgan. For more information and regis-
tration form, go to www.morgan.edu and 
click on the Women and Gender Studies 
Conference link. Registration deadline is 
March 1st.
Contact: Claudia Leight, (443)885-3130, 
Dr. Anika Mann, (443)885-3939, or Dr. 
Julie Nerad, (443)885-1742.
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage DentaL

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeaning  PhOtOgraPhy  BOOKS & giFtS COMPUter
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 attOrney  taX ServiCeS  traveL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDvertiSe.

 FinanCiaL  eLeCtriCian

Professional services

Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPOrt grOUP

pflagmd@gmail.com
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