
event has been hosted at Johns Hopkins 
University in 2011 and at the University of 
Maryland (Baltimore County) in 2012.

Each year, more in-
stitutions have participat-
ed, therefore increasing 
the number of attendees 
and impact in the Balti-
more area. The goals of 
B’More Proud, according 

to Christianne Bharath, programming co-
chair, are “to raise awareness and increase 
the visibility of marginalized groups, foster 
student leadership and activism on their 

by Chi Chi Ray Colby (Miss Gay Maryland 
2010), performers will include Vegas Nova 
Buffet (Miss Leon’s 2013), Paris Buffet, Di-
vya Flowers, Marketta Buffet, Sarabesque 
Mizrahi, Chris Stone (Mr. Quest 2013), 

Jezzi Bell Devine (Miss Baltimore Trailer 
Trash 2013), Davilla Spikes (a.k.a. Johnny 
Star), and Shawnasea Galloway (a.k.a. Kal 
El).

The show begins at 10 p.m. with two 
for one drinks served until then. There is 

Area College Students to 
B’More Proud at Leadership Summit
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no cover but 50-50 raffles 
as well as Jell-O shots 
will be sold. 

“Adrian a.k.a. Ada 
is one of the most dedi-
cated people to our com-
munities and a champion 
of those in need without 
question as long as the 
cause is real,” Rik New-
ton-Treadway, a close 
friend, told Baltimore 
OUTloud. “My family and 
I are blessed to call him 
friend and family.”

Added drag perform-
er Jezzi Bell Devine, 
“Ada is a queen of 
Queens, always helping 
those in their time of need regardless of 
who, what, where or orientation. She is an 
amazing entertainer and a fabulous per-
son. A truly good soul.”

By Steve 
Charing

At least 200 under-
graduate and gradu-
ate students from 
Baltimore-area col-
leges and universi-
ties are expected 
to attend the 2014 
B’More Proud LG-
BTQIA Leadership 
Summit on March 
30. The day-long 
event whose theme 
this year is “Break-

By Steve Charing
Popular Baltimore drag performer Ada 
Buffet remains in serious condition in the 
Intensive Care Unit at Bayview Medical 
Center following an accident in the home 
of his fiancé Timothy Phillips (a.k.a. Ve-
gas Nova Buffet) on February 7. Adrian L. 
Cowan, Ada’s “boy name,” suffered broken 
ribs and swelling on his brain necessitating 
the use of a ventilator.

Ada Buffet, who several months ago 
began writing a column for Baltimore OUT-
loud called “Drag Stage” and who coordi-
nates the Lady Lisa Drag Stage at Pride, 
has been a fixture on the Baltimore drag 
scene for years. Ada has produced and 
emceed numerous events, fundraisers, 
and benefits providing other drag perform-
ers opportunities to entertain.

Now the tables have turned for Ada. 
Friends and supporters are hosting a ben-
efit show at Leon’s on March 1st to help 
pay for Ada’s medical expenses. Hosted 

—continued on page 3

Benefit to Support Ada Buffet

ing Boundaries: The Intersections of Our 
Identities,” will take place at Levering Hall 
on the campus of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity.

B’More Proud is a colle-
giate network that promotes 
connections between lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, and other sexual and 
gender minority students 
and their allies throughout the Baltimore 
metropolitan area. The first summit in 2010 
was held at Towson University and drew 
approximately 160 students from 12 insti-
tutions of higher education. Since then, the 

Grooming the next 
generation of LGBT 

activists

Participants at the 2011 B’More Proud Summit
credit: Steve Charing

“Adrian a.k.a. Ada 
is one of the most 
dedicated people to 

our communities and 
a champion of those in 
need without question.”

In addition to the show, friends have 
set up a site in which contributions can be 
made to help Ada and her family. You may 
visit Gofundme.com/6sdan8 to donate. t

ada Buffet
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March

February The Audrey Herman Spotlighters Theatre Auditions for Edward II by Christopher Marlowe 
Performances dates are May 30 – June 22, 2014.  No appointment needed – first come, first seen.  Please 
bring all your known conflicts for rehearsals and performances with you. Please note the audition location is 
NOT at Spotlighters Theater. The Pearlstone Theater Inner Lobby, 1st Floor. Center Stage – 700 N. Calvert 
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. Dates for auditions Saturday February 22, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday, February 23, 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m., Monday, February 24, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. For full information including requirements visit-
wwwww.spotlighters.org/auditions.html
 
Dundalk Community Theatre: DRIVING MISS DAISY
February 21, 22, 28, March 1 at 8pm; February 23, March 2 at 3p.m., College Community Center,  John E. 
Ravekes Theatre, CCBC Dundalk, 7200 Sollers Point Road 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, this heartwarming tale of the unlikely friendship that blossoms between a Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, this heartwarming tale of the unlikely friendship that blossoms between a 
prickly, elderly Southern matriarch and her kindhearted chauffeur. TICKETS:  General admission $23; seniors 
$20; students, children 12 and under $15. Call the CCBC Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787) for tickets and 
information.
  
Philadelphia Flower Show
An Unprecedented Collaboration ofAn Unprecedented Collaboration of Art and Horticulture. Welcome spring in grand style with "ARTiculture" at the 
2014 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, a first-ever collaboration that fuses art and horticulture into a living 
canvas. The nation's great art museums and the Show's top designers will turn the world-renowned Flower 
Show into 10-acres of exquisite landscapes and floral design. March 1 thru March 9. For dates and times visit 
www.theflowershow.com/show-info 

Children’s Playhouse of Maryland:  DISNEY’S ALICE IN WONDERLAND, JR.
March 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 at 1p.m.; March 9 at 4p.m.
Administration Building, Lecture Hall, CCBC Essex, 7201 Rossville Boulevard.Administration Building, Lecture Hall, CCBC Essex, 7201 Rossville Boulevard.
Join Alice’s madcap adventures in Wonderland as she chases the White Rabbit, races the Dodo Bird, gets tied 
up with the Tweedles, raps with a bubble-blowing Caterpillar, and beats the Queen of Hearts at her own game.  
Roles are plentiful, including three Cheshire Cats and dozens of other wonderfully wacky characters.
TICKETS:  All seats $10.00. Call the CCBC Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787) for tickets and information.

Baltimore Choral Arts Performs From Madrigals To Musicals 
Baltimore ChoralBaltimore Choral Arts presents renowned soprano Janice Chandler Eteme, alongside Tom Hall and the chorus, 
in a program spanning the choral repertoire.  From Madrigals to Musicals will be held at the Towson United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, March 9, at 3 p.m. The concert features works from the 16th century, to motets of 
Duruflé and Lauridsen, uplifting spirituals, the popular hymn, “Amazing Grace,” “Pie Jesu” from Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s Requiem, and selections from the iconic musicals of Leonard Bernstein and Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. Hammerstein.  Tickets to this performance are $25, $32, and $38; and can be purchased at the Baltimore 
Choral Arts Society offices by calling (410) 523-7070, or through the website www.BCAsings.org.

National Aquarium
4-D Immersion Theater brings SpongeBob SquarePants --  The Great Jelly Rescue 
Join SpongeBob SquarePants and his underwater friends on a rollicking adventure in Bikini Bottom When the Join SpongeBob SquarePants and his underwater friends on a rollicking adventure in Bikini Bottom When the 
villainous Plankton abducts all the Jellyfish with his pollution-belching contraption, it is up to SpongeBob 
SquarePants to save the day! With his friends in tow, SpongeBob must free the Jellyfish and destroy Plankton’s 
terrible machine. Shows daily from March 1, through November 13.Cost $5 with purchase of admission ticket to 
the Aquarium online or at the admissions window. For more information Visit www.aqua.org or call 
410-576-3800.
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By Steve Charing
Bob Brittain was doing fairly well in Ches-
tertown, Maryland, with a wife and family, 
earning over $50,000 per year as a certi-
fied boat captain, assistant dock master, 
and boat carpenter. But since the age of 
three, he knew he was not comfortable 
with his gender. Two years ago, Bob tran-
sitioned to Susan Brittain, now 57, but still 
with her wife who has been fully support-
ive. 

However, when Susan applied for oth-
er jobs, “the rules had changed,” she ex-
plained. As soon as she identified as trans-

gender, she was not hired for the positions 
she was seeking despite her qualifications. 
While Susan would benefit from a state-
wide law that would prohibit discrimination 
in employment, housing, credit and public 
accommodations, her concern is for oth-
ers. “It’s for the younger generation,” Su-
san points out. “They should be productive 
and happy.”

To that end, on February 17, the Mary-
land Coalition for Trans Equality – a group 
with 54 components including Equality 
Maryland, PFLAG, Maryland NOW, and a 
host of other progressive and religious or-
ganizations – held its annual Lobby Day at 
Lawyers Mall in Annapolis. The goal is to 
rally trans activists and allies and to meet 
with individual legislators in an effort to 
persuade them to pass the law, which has 
been unsuccessful the past seven years.

Over 150 braved the sub-freezing chill 
to hear remarks by Carrie Evans, execu-
tive director of Equality Maryland; Del-
egate Bonnie Cullison (Montgomery); 
Senator Rich Madaleno (Montgomery), 
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From left: Sen. rich Madaleno, Del. Bonnie Cullison, 
Del. Luke Clippinger and governor Martin O’Malley were 
among the speakers at Lobby Day
credit: Steve Charing

who introduced the Senate version of the 
Fairness for All Marylanders Act (SB 212); 
Sara Wilkinson, from the Maryland chapter 
of NOW; Delegate Luke Clippinger (Balti-
more), who introduced the House version 
(HB 1265); Patrick Paschall, a member of 
the Hyattsville City Council, which passed 
a gender-identity non-discrimination mea-
sure; Governor Martin O’Malley, who, along 
with Lieutenant Governor Anthony Brown, 
Attorney General Douglas Gansler, Comp-
troller Peter Franchot, Senate President 
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller, House Speaker 
Michael E. Busch, among other leaders, 

support the bill; activist and 
mother of a trans child Bon-
nita Spikes; and Delegate 
Heather Mizeur (Montgom-
ery), who is a candidate for 
governor of Maryland. Keith 
Thirion, a trans man who 
is director of advocacy and 
programs for Equality Mary-
land, concluded the line-up 
of speakers whose brevity 
was appreciated by the shiv-
ering but spirited crowd.

Clearly, the theme for 
this event was “It’s time.” 
Evans stated to loud cheers, 
“We want to pass this bill 
this year and make this the 
last Lobby Day.” That point 
was later echoed by Thirion 
who declared, “This is the 
year we can secure fairness 
for all Marylanders.”

Speaker after speaker alluded to the 
fact that this bill has languished in the leg-
islature for too many years and it was time 
to break it free. “This is the time to put the 
bill to rest,” said Madaleno. “We’ve had 
eight years of pushing the bill. If we don’t 
do it this year, we’re going to be back and 
back and back for however long it takes.”

Pointing to the successes in other Mary-
land jurisdictions – Baltimore City, Howard, 
Baltimore, and Montgomery counties as 
well as Hyattsville, Hyattsville Councilp-
erson Patrick Paschall stated. “Now is the 
time for the state of Maryland to follow the 
lead of local jurisdiction.” Added Mizeur, 
“It shouldn’t depend on your zip code. We 
need these protections statewide.”

Others highlighted the unnecessary 
discrimination faced by transgender people 
and offered a call for inclusion. “It’s time for 
all Marylanders to be accepted for who they 
are,” declared Cullison. Sara Wilkinson 
said, “We believe the feminist movement 
can and should embrace transgender peo-
ple. NOW stands against all oppression.” 

Supporters Lobby for Trans Rights A confident Luke Clippinger predicted, 
“We are going to win this year because of 
the momentum we have.”

Governor O’Malley said “We’re all in 
this together. Everyone deserves to be 
treated equally with dignity and respect.”

The Senate’s Judicial Proceedings 
Committee is considering the bill and a 
vote was expected on February 20. SB 212 
has 25 sponsors, more than enough to win 
on the floor. Last year, the bill died in the 
committee by a 6-5 vote. t

mit to allow participants to relax after an 
eventful day. Comedian Julie Goldman will 
be providing entertainment. 

In past summits there had been a wide 
variety of LGBT-related subject matter 
covered during the breakout sessions. 

While the planners are in the process 
of developing the topics and leaders for 
the upcoming summit, several have al-
ready been identified. They include: “True 
or false: rumors & myths around sexual 
health,” “Between women: leadership and 
our queer identity,” “Advocating through 
the media,” and “Queer film yesterday and 
today.”

Two excellent keynote speakers have 
already been selected. Author, performer, 
and trans-bi activist Julia Serano will speak 
as will another activist Zach Wahls. Three 
years ago, Wahls gave a moving testimony 
to the Iowa House Judiciary Committee to 
support his two moms when that legisla-
ture was considering a constitutional ban 
on same-sex marriage.

There is no charge to participants, and 
meals will be provided. To register as a 
participant, to host a breakout session, to 
volunteer or take part in the resources fair, 
visit Bmoreproud.org. t

respective campuses, and offer opportuni-
ties to network and socialize with students 
of other campuses.” 

At the conference there will be several 
breakout sessions, a resources fair where-
by organizations, companies and agencies 
offer information and answer questions, 
and entertainment at the end of the sum-

B’MOre PrOUD at 
LeaDerShiP SUMMit
– continued from page 1
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By Steve Charing
No one will ever describe conservative 
Harford County as the hub of LGBT life in 
Maryland. Voters have sent homophobic 
legislators, such as Senator Nancy Jacobs 
and Delegate Richard Impallaria to Annap-
olis to represent them. The county’s pub-
lic school system had once tried to block 
LGBT-themed websites from the school’s 
computers. The voters in the county op-
posed the marriage equality referendum in 
2012 by a 56 to 44 percent margin.

Despite this history, LGBT folks in Har-
ford County are seeing progress, albeit 
slowly, as some have been taking matters 
into their own hands. There is a welcoming 
church, the Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Harford County led by the Rev. Lisa 
Ward. A PFLAG chapter has existed as 
well the Rainbow Youth Alliance support 
group. And openly gay Havre de Grace 
Councilman Joseph C. Smith will be seek-
ing election to the Harford County Council 
this year.

While the political winds have been 
swirling, if not completely shifting in Har-
ford, and not many gay happenings going 

on, a group of LGBT county residents had 
formed a social group six years ago this 
month. “Four friends (two couples) decid-
ed that we were tired of having to drive to 
Baltimore to do anything ‘gay,’” says Cal-
vin Wheatley, an Edgewood resident and 
one of the group’s founders. “We wanted 
some local fun and decided to form what 
we called ‘Harford Rainbow Society.’ Mem-
bers have since dubbed it HRS and we 
more or less use that name more frequent-
ly that the full name.”

Assuming this project would take off on 
its own, the guys designed a logo and fly-
ers even though there were no other mem-
bers. They didn’t know how to go about 
reaching out to the LGBT community.

“We ended up posting ads in Craigslist 
in the Groups section but that was a flop,” 
Wheatley admitted. “With not a single re-
sponse we went to the Personals (M4M 
and W4W) and that worked for us. Our first 
meeting pulled in about 12 people.”

Every meeting after that the member-
ship increased as they scheduled dinners, 
happy hours, parties, bowling events, cook-
outs, movies, and visits to theme parks. 

Word of mouth 
took over and 
soon they could 
boast nearly 
500 members. 
“They were 
mostly inactive 
but they were 
getting our 
emails and no-
tices and a sin-
gle event would 
pull in between 
20 to 60 peo-
ple,” Wheatley 
recalls. 

Along the 
way, two of the 
original found-
ers decided 
that they did 
not want to 
continue to participate and have moved 
on, leaving Wheatley and his partner to 
do all the work. “Our group was becoming 
a huge success but after several years I 
started tiring of running everything espe-
cially during those frustrating times when 
events would fail,” he said. “However, after 
giving up the group it began to implode un-
der a weakened less committed leadership 
as well as ‘drama’ that the group had never 
known prior. Membership fell to under 100 
members on Facebook and even those 
had little interest in attended events.” 

Undaunted, Wheatley decided to re-
turn to the leadership of the group last July 
that had now gone nearly a year with no 
active events and began posting dinners 
and happy hours. Membership has grown 
again and with those who are on their 
Gmail list and Facebook, which has about 
155 members, there are nearly 400 people 
on the HRS mailing/notification list.

However, Wheatley senses a loss of 
confidence by the group members who 
think the “drama” may return as individual 
events typically attract 15-20 people. In an 
effort to change the course, Wheatley has 
published two upbeat newsletters called 
the Harford Gay-zette since the last quar-
ter of 2013 with the hope that it will bolster 
confidence once again.

In the first issue, Wheatley wrote: 
“We enjoyed many good times and made 
so many friends. It cannot be denied that 
many of our members have developed in-
credible friendships and relationships that 
they may not have experienced without 
HRS bringing them together so let’s hope 
that we can once again return to that valu-

able aspect of the group, as friendship 
and local experiences had always been 
the original intent of the group and still re-
mains the goal.”

He went on to reminisce about all the 
successful events and candidly pointed out 
the “fails.” Wheatley highlighted individual 
members and listed upcoming birthdays 
and events to boost camaraderie. 

The next issue, a ten-pager, Wheatley 
highlighted several couples who tied the 
knot following the legalization of same-sex 
marriage in Maryland. He also used the 
opportunity to welcome the new members 
by first name and first initial of last name, 
spread the word about the Harford chapter 
of PFLAG as well as other articles includ-
ing the Affordable Care Act.

The Harford Gay-zette is a profes-
sional quality newsletter with abundant 
information to keep the membership in-
formed and in good spirits. Now if the 
members show up to the local events in 
greater numbers, it would be a big shot in 
the arm to the LGBT folks living in Harf-
ord County. 

They’re off to a good start. Despite the 
snowy night on February 12, HRS had a 
successful Happy Hour at MaGerks Pub 
and Grill in Bel Air. Further opportunities 
will soon take place as there will be Bingo 
Night on February 25 at Pulaski Bingo in 
Joppa and the monthly dinner will be held 
on February 27 at the Bayou Restaurant in 
Havre de Grace.

For more information about the Harf-
ord Rainbow Society, visit Facebook.com/
groups/HarfordRainbowSociety or email 
harfordrainbow@gmail.com. t

A Rainbow Appears Over Harford

Marching in 2012 Pride Parade
credit: Brandy Billings
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By Steve Charing
A house where two women were living was 
firebombed on February 4. Police arrested 
a neighbor, John Mosley, Jr., 65, in con-
nection with the 
crime that de-
stroyed the two-
story structure 
in the 700-block 
of Essex Av-
enue. Mosley is 
being held with-
out bail and has 
been charged 
with attempted 
murder, arson, 
and assault.

Rose Bartko and Catherine Smith had 
resided in the house for a number of years. 
Bartko told Baltimore County Police that 
there was a heated argument between 
Smith and Mosley and that he threatened 
the couple. Bartko was not in the house at 
the time, but Smith was inside to call police 
for help when she heard windows shatter-
ing and fire. A neighbor helped her escape. 
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Smith was treated for smoke inhalation 
at Bayview Medical Center. A firefighter 
and police officer also received minor in-
juries. The couple’s dog died in the blaze 
and their cat is missing.

Baltimore County Police spokesperson 
Elise Armacost told The Blade that the dis-
pute between Mosley and his neighbors 
had been a recent occurrence, and police 
had visited Moseley several times since 
January. Police found no evidence to sug-
gest that this was a hate crime. t

By rODney BUrger
Another great leather community tradition 
continued on Sunday, February 9, as the 
43rd annual Scarlet’s Bake Sale was held 
at Town Danceboutique in Washington, 
D.C. This annual event was started in 1971 
by Ed Nesbitt (Scarlet) and Neil Redmen 
(Mei Ling) and was backed by the Wash-
ington, D.C., leather community. Scarlet’s 
Bake Sale was started as a way to raise 
money for a children’s charity and to show 
off some very twisted baking skills. The 
event is held each year on the weekend 
closest to Valentine’s Day. This year’s ben-
efit was sponsored by the D.C. Bear Crue 
with proceeds going to SMYAL – a D.C. 
metro area service organization that is 

dedicated to supporting LGBT youth. The 
event featured a live auction of all kinds 
of extravagant baked goods provided by 
various leather clubs, leather titleholders, 
and friends of the leather community. Also 
in keeping with tradition the current Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather and the current Mr. 
D.C. Eagle auctioned off the outfits they 
were wearing, one piece at a time. Special 
thanks to Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2014 
Joe Birdwell and Mr. D.C. Eagle 2014 Ra-
mien Pierre for being such good sports and 
keeping the tradition going. t

Couple’s Essex 
House Firebombed

43rd Annual Scarlet’s 
Bake Sale Held 

John Mosley, Jr.

not girl Scout cookies!
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legal heterosexual marriage in the eyes of 
the law,” Pellett said.

A 1999 lawsuit called littleton v. Prange 
voided the marriage between Christie 
Littleton, a trans woman, to a man. All of 
Littleton’s identification had been changed 
to match her female identity, but the ap-
peals court ruled that for purposes of Tex-
as law, Littleton was a man. Since Texas 
doesn’t recognize same-sex marriage, the 
couple’s marriage was ruled invalid. But 
that decision also made it legal for a trans 
woman to marry another woman. That’s 
the ruling that allowed the Dallas County 

Clerk’s office to 
issue the couple a 
marriage license, 
while denying li-
censes to other 
same-sex couples 
that have applied 
for them. And it’s 
the ruling that al-
lows Ginsberg to 
officiate. A Texas 
ruling last week in 
the Nikki Araguz 
case found that 
a sex change al-
lows trans people 
to marry oppo-

site-sex partners. Pellet has not had a sex 
change, so can still marry Larson under 
that ruling. 

Pellett and Larson met at University of 
North Texas when Pellett was still present-
ing as male. Larson thought Pellett was a 
cute gay boy. Pellett was presenting as fe-
male by then. They have been together for 
eight years. (dallas Voice – david Taffet at 
dallasvoice.com)

Porn by and for 
women? Have 
the Dutch got it?
amsterdam – While over a decade’s 
worth of statistics show a continued in-
crease in the number of women who admit 
to watching porn, either online or off, with 
partners or by themselves, it is an unfortu-
nate truth that the mainstream impression 
of what pornography is remains rooted in 
a Boogie Nights-type misogyny that is as 
often misrepresented as it is publically 
debated. Enter Dusk TV, a Dutch channel 
which aims to broadcast ‘porna’, or porn for 
women (the genre sometimes also labelled 
‘feminist porn’). The channel will rely on a 
panel of women selectors who rate the ap-

ginia’s recognition of lawful same-sex mar-
riages from other jurisdictions unconstitu-
tional. She wrote, “[t]radition is revered in 
the commonwealth, and often rightly so. 
However, tradition alone cannot justify de-
nying same-sex couples the right to marry 
any more than it could justify Virginia’s ban 
on interracial marriage.”

On news of the decision, Freedom to 
Marry’s president, Evan Wolfson, said, “[t]
he bipartisan momentum for marriage is 
building at an unprecedented speed. In 
just the past several weeks, federal judges 
in Utah, Oklahoma, and Kentucky; the At-
torney Generals of Virginia and Nevada; 
the Governor of Nevada, and now a fed-
eral judge in Virginia have all said that 
marriage discrimination against loving and 
committed gay couples is indefensible un-
der our Constitution. There has been a 
fundamental shift in the legal landscape. 
America is ready for the freedom to marry 
and those couples in Virginia, on the eve of 
Valentine’s Day, are ready to marry.”

Advocates in North Carolina praised 
the decision and other recent develop-
ments nationally. In Nevada, the governor 
and attorney general there are giving up 
their defense of a similar ban. Also, a fed-
eral judge in Kentucky ruled the common-
wealth must recognize same-sex marriag-
es legally performed in other jurisdictions. 
“Week by week it becomes increasingly 
clear that [North Carolina’s constitutional 
ban] and [other] states’ bans on same-sex 
marriage are in violation of the U.S. Con-
stitution,” the Rev. Jasmine Beach-Ferrara, 
executive director of the Asheville-based 
Coalition for Southern Equality, said in a 
release. (Seattle Gay News, Bay Windows 
& Q-Notes Online – matt comer at Sgn.
org, Baywindows.com & Q-notes.com)

\

Texas judge 
marries trans 
couple on 
Valentine’s Day
Dallas, texas – Danielle Pellett and her 
partner JJ Larson were legally married by 
District Court Judge Carl Ginsberg on Val-
entine’s Day morning. Larson was born a 
woman, and Pellett is a trans woman. They 
were married together with another cis/
trans lesbian couple. Pellett said the other 
couple made the arrangements and were 
turned down by 17 other judges before 
they found Ginsberg. Once they did, Pel-
lett and Larson decided to join them. “It’s a 

Federal judge 
says no to 
Virginia’s 
same-sex 
marriage ban 
richmond, virginia – On Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13, Federal District Judge Arenda L. 
Wright ruled that Virginia’s ban on same-
sex marriage is unconstitutional. The 
judge, an appointee of President Obama, 
said, “Almost 154 years ago, as Abraham 
Lincoln approached the cataclysmic rend-
ing of our nation over a struggle for other 
freedoms, a rending that would take his life 
and the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
others, he wrote these words: ‘It cannot 

have failed to 
strike you that 
these men are 
for just & the 
same thing – 
fairness, and 
fairness only. 
This, so far as 
in my power, 
they, and all 
others, shall 
have.’

“The men 
and women, 
and the chil-
dren too, 
whose voices 
join in noble 

harmony with Plaintiffs today, also ask for 
fairness and fairness only. This, so far as it 
is in this Court’s power, they and all others 
shall have.” The judge ruled that Virginia’s 
constitution and any other Virginia law that 
bars same-sex marriage or prohibits Vir-

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyOnD the BeLtway

peal of scenes and films, deciding what will 
and will not be broadcast. With criticism of 
mainstream porn focusing on the assump-
tion that most productions are shot solely 
for the pleasure of men, it certainly has the 
potential to open up what is sometimes con-
sidered ‘niche’ erotica for a wider range of 
audiences. 

One of the biggest transformations of 
the business in recent years has been the 
number of porn actresses who are trying to 
carve out a new model not only of business, 
but of the content on offer. The older busi-
ness model has begun to be challenged by 
directors and actors, including well known 
porn actresses like Jenna Jameson whose 
website Club Jenna produced and promot-
ed films and other online content, with the 
profits staying in-house – in 2005 profits 
were $30 million. Independent online erotic 
sites, run by women distributing their own 
images to subscribing members, appeared 
on the Web as early as 1995. The early 
2000s brought the explosion of the camgirl 
phenomenon. Today, there are countless in-
dependent companies, often featuring body 
types, types of relationships, and fetishes 
not common in mainstream porn. The per-
sonal is still political, but the politics are of 
equality through desire. Whether you call 
it feminist porn, porna, or something else, 
many people are interested in promoting a 
new kind of pornography. Kink.com, based 
in San Francisco, aims to serve sex-posi-
tive and kinky communities of every stripe, 
and focuses heavily on consensuality. The 
point is making explicit the consensual na-
ture of performers’ participation in erotic 
filmmaking and their control of their careers 
and income. 

Not only does the adult industry offer 
women better pay as performers, it is also 
changing in a way that means women are 
now more able to profit from their work in the 
long term rather than losing control of how 
their images are used. This is certainly a good 
thing regardless of how it’s labelled. And ex-
actly the sort of content that Dusk TV should 
be representing. t (The Telegraph – dr. 
Brooke magnanti at Telegraph.co.uk/women/
sex/10620273/Porn-women-and-feminism-
Have-the-Dutch-finally-cracked-it.html

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Judge arenda L. wright

george takei

Danielle Pellet and 
JJ Larson
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By Steve Charing
On March 16, Studio C Photography of 
Frederick, Maryland, presents “Over the 
Rainbow,” Frederick’s first LGBT Wedding 
and Fashion Expo. The show will feature 
over 30 gay and gay-friendly wedding 
vendors in all categories. There will be a 
fashion show with same-sex couples in 
wedding attire to include M. Stein Tuxedo, 
private designer dresses, gowns, and suits, 

and “under a hundred” budget-conscious 
ensembles. 

The Expo, which will feature profes-
sional lighting, a DJ, and emcee, will be 
held in the Atrium at the FSK Holiday Inn, 
5400 Holiday Drive in Frederick, Maryland 

from 1 to 4 p.m. There is ample free park-
ing, and the Expo is conveniently right off 
I-270, I-70, and Route 15.

“To date, LGBT wedding shows have 
been made up of vendors who are there 
to sell their services, which of course is 
the point; but not all of them are truly gay-
friendly,” Susan Centineo, owner of Studio C 
Photography, told Baltimore OUTloud. “This 
show promises vendors who have been 

screened and who 
are truly committed to 
providing red-carpet 
service for same-sex 
weddings, and we 
have added a same-
sex fashion show to 
boot. It’s a must see!”

Admission is free, 
and there will be 
drawings, raffles, and 

discounts for same-day bookings with ven-
dors. You may RSVP in advance to qualify 
for a cash drawing. Email Susan at stu-
diocphotos@yahoo.com or call/text 240-
446-6085. A few vendor openings are still 
available. t

Matrimony never so colorful

LGBT Wedding Expo in Frederick
newS 

By Mark SegaL
Let me introduce you to Irene Benedetti – a 
short, slim, soft-spoken Italian woman who 
hails from South Philly, but could be from 
any Italian neighborhood in any major city. 
At a recent dinner party, someone asked 
her what it was like growing up as an out 
lesbian in the early 1960s. You see, Irene 
is now a senior, and most LGBT activists of 
today only know a little of our elders’ sto-
ries. In our community, LGBT seniors are 
largely invisible. Our activists talk about or 
mention Stonewall and all it symbolizes, 
but that symbolism is rarely personalized. 
Irene always knew who she was, and from 
an early age she wanted to be true to herself. 
When she was old enough, she attempted 
to fit in; she even became a regular on the 
national TV show “Bandstand.” She was one 
of those teenagers who danced in the audi-
ence to Bobby Rydell and Chubby Checker. 
Finally, one day she came out to her parents, 
only to be greeted with the “All you need is 
a good man” line. She snapped back, “Do 
you want me screwing men to prove a point? 
Or can I please be myself and happy?” That 
ended that conversation, and Irene was out. 
At that point, the best word to describe her 
relations with her family might be distant. 
She began doing what LGBT people did 
in those days: They found what we called 
the wild side of town, where they’d find a 
bar, which usually was Mafia-controlled, or 
cruised with their friends (translation: riding 
around in cars where they thought they would 
be safe or just hanging out with friends). 
This in the 1960s was dangerous. For Irene, 
it meant being picked up by police. She was 
riding in a car that police stopped outside 
one of those clubs. The police claimed the 
driver didn’t use a turn signal. Once the of-
ficer shined a flashlight in the car, he asked 
Irene, “What are you doing in the back seat 
with that other woman?” She replied, “Noth-

ing,” but she and the other three women 
were arrested, taken into the police station 
and spent the next six hours facing intimi-
dation. She was released after proving she 
was a woman by having to demonstrate, de-
spite the humiliation, that she was wearing 
three pieces of traditionally female clothing. 
Irene, like many others, found shelter in those 
bars. On occasion, they were raided, mostly 
during election time when those car stops 
and other forms of harassment were a regu-
lar occurrence for LGBT people so politicians 
could say: “We’re cleaning up this town,” no 
matter if it was Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Philadelphia, or New York City. This was 
a regular pattern of oppression nationally. 
Regardless of having no family sup-
port, with fears of arrest, seeing the oc-
casional friend being gay bashed or read-
ing about the murdered faggot, Irene 
continued to hold her head high. She lost 
many jobs in her quest to be who she was 
By the 1970s, as she put it, she was a “bad 
person.” She was drinking a lot at those clubs 
and taking the party favors of the time, psy-
chedelic drugs. She, like others, was attempt-
ing to escape what she was going through. On 
one of those nights, she was bashed on the 
street and remained in a coma for three days. 
Still, her resilient spirit climbed. Irene recov-
ered and joined a young movement for gay 
rights. She began to work for LGBT busi-
nesses and, finally after all those years, 
late in her life she was chosen to become 
the LGBT liaison for a city councilman. 
Irene was, and is, a pioneer. She never 
hid and she suffered continually until soci-
ety caught up to her sense of pride in who 
she was. Arrest, humiliation, gay bashing, 
and shame never pinned her down. There 
are many like Irene, and it’s important to 
know their stories since it is our history. 
From a grateful community, thank you 
Irene. t

mark Segal (mark@epgn.com is pub-
lisher of PhiladelPhia Gay News. 

Irene’s Story

XOXO Drag Show
February 22nd

Join us for special performances by some of the area’s BEST King 
and Queens at 10:00 P.M.

$4.00 cover
 

Bear, Bikers & Mayhem
March 29th

Join us for The Ranch Night!

Open Fridays & Saturdays Only! 8P.M. – 2 A.M. 
8505 Orchard Rd  Spring Grove, PA
1-717-887-1694      www.altlandsranch.com
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Every Monday

It’s the best time of the year to come see your favorite bartenders 
dress in drag and perform their favorite songs!

Get pre-sale tickets from any bartender!! $8 for individual tickets, 
$45 for a high-top table of 3, and $60 for a floor table of 4.

1001/1003 NORTH CHARLES ST. BALTIMORE, MD 21201 (410) 752-7133

THE DISTINGUISHED ALTERNATIVE
GRAND CENTRAL

Check Us Out!
We Launched a New and Improved Website!

Events, Specials, Pictures, Blogs and Much More!
http://www.centralstationpub.com/
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ciety still has its bigots and homophobes. If 
a team drafts him, the locker room will take 
care of itself. Though there will be some 
exceptions for sure, the players are war-
riors and want to win and will accept Mi-
chael Sam sooner or later. Management, 
on the other hand, is concerned about “dis-
tractions” that could include negative fan 
reactions. 

Here are examples of such vitriol al-
ready posted on a FOX Sports comment 
thread:

From Toyhunt: “Now if he fails to get 
a job, he can play the gay card. See how 
this scam works gang. Just like the d 
party, run a half black man, object to any-
thing, play the race card. This is getting 
old fast. The right seems to fail to use the 
same tactic.”

From BigMark1954: “i am so fed up 
with the lGBT community cramming their 
propaganda down our throats. The media 
is sensationalizing Sam’s perversion, or 
should i say affliction. Will it ever end! and 
what about the players that have to be in 
the locker room with Sam, how comfort-
able will they be... knowing full well they 
are ‘eye candy’ for his perversion. let 
alone his team mates that have a moral 
code, and some human decency?”

Sam will see and hear this and worse, 
but his character, strengthened by what he 
has suffered already with his family in his 
young life, will keep him focused on win-
ning and will eventually earn the respect of 
his teammates, coaches and fans. 

The NFL had instituted a non-dis-
crimination policy that states in part: 
“Coaches, General Managers and oth-
ers responsible for interviewing and hir-
ing draft-eligible players and free agents 
must not seek information concerning or 
make personnel decisions based on a 
player’s sexual orientation. This includes 
asking questions during an interview that 
suggest that the player’s sexual orien-
tation will be a factor in the decision to 
draft or sign him.”

Baltimore Ravens President Dick Cass 
offered support. “I don’t think his being gay 
would be an issue at all for the Ravens,” 
Cass told Baltimoreravens.com. “We’re 
all about winning. If he’s a good football 
player who can help us win games, he will 
be welcomed here. I was impressed by the 
report he received from his teammates and 
coaches at the University of Missouri. He 
obviously knows how to be a good team-
mate.”

It will certainly be a most interesting 
draft in a few months. Michael Sam could 
be another Jackie Robinson-type trail 
blazer. What we need, though, is another 
Branch Rickey. t

by the NBA’s 
teams to deal 
with the me-
dia frenzy 
that would 
surely follow. 
Worse, they 
would fear 
a backlash, 
and for what?

W h e n 
c o l l e g i a t e 
football star 
Michael Sam 
a n n o u n c e d 
he was gay 
to the New 
York Times 

and ESPN, he did so in the “sunrise” of 
his career. A star defensive lineman for 
the University of Missouri with a penchant 
for sacking opposing quarterbacks, he is 
an All-American and named the top defen-
sive player in the Southeastern Confer-
ence, considered the nation’s best league. 
Teammates named him the Mizzou’s most 
valuable player. And his teammates not 
only knew he is gay, they supported him 
wholeheartedly. 

While this was kept under the lid for 
the most part, there were still rumors float-
ing around. Sam wanted to come out on 
his terms. “I came to tell the world I’m an 
openly proud gay man,” he said in the 
ESPN interview. His announcement was 
met with encouragement and praise from 
the President of the United States and the 
First Lady among many others.

Given his shining record, Sam would 
have been a near certain draft pick in the 
NFL’s draft in May. Experts projected him 
to be a third to perhaps seventh round se-
lection. Now there are questions.

Some anonymous coaches, players or 
team officials have stated that the NFL is 
not quite ready for a gay player. Others 
said his stock had dropped even with the 
talent the 6-2, 260-pounder possesses. 

Any breakthrough in professional 
sports of this magnitude immediately con-
jures up the history of Jackie Robinson’s 
breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 
when Brooklyn Dodgers executive Branch 
Rickey took a chance and signed the tal-
ented, multi-sports athlete.

Robinson was told to turn the other 
cheek amidst taunts, attempts to injure and 
death threats from fans, opponents and 
even his own teammates. He endured and 
demonstrated his superior inner strength 
and athletic prowess during a Hall of Fame 
career. Robinson’s courage cannot be 
overstated.

Though we are in the 21st century, so-

When one looks at two photographs of the 
sky with one taken at sunset and the other 
at sunrise, it’s hard to distinguish them 
with the same combination of oranges, 
reds, and blues swirled together amidst 
wispy clouds. But the difference in time – 
sunset or sunrise – makes it significant.

The same can be said when comparing 
the latest coming out announcements from 
the world of pro male sports. Last spring, 
NBA player Jason Collins announced he 
was gay, and in doing so became the first 

active male professional 
athlete in a major North 
American team sport to 
come out. 

At no point in his 
career was his average 
point total over 6.4 per 
game. Since the 2006-
2007 season, he never 
played more than in half 
the game. And now at 
age 35 and having been 
a marginal producer, it is 
questionable if another 
NBA team would be will-
ing to take a chance on 
this free agent. He is still 
waiting for that phone 
call.

Some simply conclude that his age and 
his lack of production are the reasons no 
team has taken the chance. Others sur-
mise that his sexual orientation would be 
too much for a team’s front office, coach-
ing staff, players and fans to cope with. He 
is still “active” in that he had not retired, but 
Collins is unemployed in the NBA nonethe-
less. 

Being in the “sunset” of his career 
probably had a lot to do with the reluctance 

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Michael Sam

It’s Time to 
Walk the 
Walk NFL
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By vann MiChaeL
From prisons to presidents, black men 
throughout history have contributed to 
shaping black consciousness and identity. 
Africans throughout the diaspora share the 
common thread of oppression by the rul-
ing class, and the champions opposing the 
injustices of an imbalanced system are too 
many to name. My early influences were 
anti-Apartheid activist Steven Biko, pan-Afri-
canist Marcus Garvey, poet Alexander Push-
kin, and Roman emporer Septimius Severus 
of what is modern-day Libya. No, that’s not 
correct... Severus was born in what is now 
Libya but he wasn’t “Roman emporer... of 
what is modern-day Libya”... he was simply 
a Roman emporer. So how about... My early 
influences were anti-
Apartheid activist 
Steven Biko, pan-
Africanist Marcus 
Garvey, poet Alex-
ander Pushkin, and 
African-born Roman 
emporer Septimius 
Severus. 

As I examined 
these men with inno-
cent, youthful eyes 
I was not blinded 
then, nor am I now, 
about the relation-
ship between black men, the world, and its 
reaction to his thoughts and movements. He 
is not always understood or welcomed with 
open arms yet he pushes forward. Malcolm, 
Bayard, Mandela, and now whom? Who has 
stood and will stand now? To be more spe-
cific, who is ready to stand and how will he 
stand? Is now the time for black transmen 
to step up to their rightful place in this proud 
pantheon?

The communities of color are still some-
what inflexible toward LGBT issues. Al-
though, much has changed, some things 
have remained the same as evidenced by 
the disproportionate murder rate of trans-
gender women of color and the uncounted 
number of black transmen. The slow pro-
gression of understanding transgender peo-
ple in the community should not hamper the 
hidden gems emerging from the trenches. 

What should African-American men of 
trans experience do as they begin to grow 
in their community activism? Black transmen 
must examine the ideologies, philosophies, 
and more importantly he must possess 
some knowledge concerning the history of 
black men and their relationship between 
the U.S. and the diaspora from the angle of 
grassroots organizing and liberation move-
ments. 

He should also take careful note of all 

African-American women’s involvement in 
these particular movements and become 
versed about her unique struggle. Giving at-
tention to her history will provide insight con-
cerning the historical context of his early life 
and its residual effects on his whole person. 
Depending on his level of action and focus 
points, whether directed toward the African-
American community as a whole or trans 
specific, he must be ready. He will encounter 
an unspoken amount of uncertainty, security 
concerns, (more than his counterparts) and 
an uncanny resistance to some of his ideas 
and approaches to manifesting his vision. 
Black transmen, when seeking to create 
change, must become dedicated students 
of the pathways, methods, and techniques 

used by his predeces-
sors without respect 
to gender identity.

Transmen must 
continually examine 
the meaning of be-
ing a man of color in 
conjunction with the 
implications of being 
transgender, whether 
or not he is out. Some 
of the challenge will 
be to uncover deep-
seated reservations 
around how he per-

ceives himself as a transgender person of 
color. Connecting with oneself will enhance 
his ability to care for himself as well as un-
derstanding the population he is mobilizing 
for change. 

Stepping up to the challenge will place 
black transmen on the forefront to dispel 
myths of gender identity, expression, and ori-
entation. The path has already been blazed. 
Models I look to include Alexander John 
Goodrum (founder of TGNet Arizona), Zion 
Johnson (the first African-American chair of 
FTM International), Kylar Broadus (founder 
of Trans People of Color Coalition), Marcell 
Cook-Daniels, and Louis Mitchell, just to 
name a few. Black transmen need to know 
the thoughts of these men who have both 
helped make history and forge brotherhood 
with each other and the black male com-
munity at large. Carter Brown, Imani Henry, 
Kye Allums, and Dr. Kortney Ziegler are also 
fighters against the injustices endured by not 
only transgender people and people of color, 
but activists who shed light on the mean-
ing of oppression generally. They are a few 
more of the long list of men standing poised, 
convicted, and fully aware of their total self – 
not only the physical body but the ancestral 
supportive bodies. Black transmen are the 
New Sons and Fathers of a Nation. t

Some 39 years ago Paul Simon recorded 
the iconic “50 Ways to Leave Your Lover” 
(yes, 1975!). This was of course in the pre-
MTV age so we had to listen to the lyrics 
to get the images portrayed. You could 
“Hop on the bus, Gus” or “Slip out the back 
Jack.” I find it interesting that those con-
templating a hasty departure all seemed to 
be men. I suspect it was merely an artifact 
of the times but it also spoke to whom Si-
mon wrote the song for. 

This past week the folks at Facebook 
gave us another 50 ways. Actually, more 
than 50. This time though it was ways to 
express your gender on Facebook. I had 
many friends pinging me about this in an 
excited way saying: “Isn’t this great!” or 
“Wow what progress.” When I responded 
with less than unbridled enthusiasm they 
seemed very perplexed.

Let me start off by again reiterating 
my feelings regarding labels. Last week I 
wrote about how labels seem to be defin-
ing LGBT candidates as opposed to what 
their positions are. I think this is the same 
kind of thing except worse. Let me be clear, 
I am all for you self-identifying any way you 
wish. By all means please do so. Realize, 
however that in doing so you allow others 
to also define you and what those labels 
mean. In our already fractured, stratified, 
and diminutive population I fear it creates 
the opportunity for abuse, discounting, and 
a caste system of sorts. 

A few columns back I expressed con-
cern about names and what we call our-
selves. This Facebook change once again 
brings that forward. Now, a “knowledge-
able” cisgender (non-transgender) person 
can assert his/her cis-pride (or privilege) 
by declaring they are a cis male or female. 
And the rest of the world who largely only 
know “cis” folk and now point with indiffer-
ence to those who are “other.” By “other” 
I mean some 50-plus others such as big-
ender, gender fluid, neither, and neutrois. 
And somehow “other” can translate to “less 
worthy.” I am not saying it has to, just that 
it can.

I think there is a natural human ten-

dency to use taxonomy and categories to 
help us understand the world. We like tidy 
boxes for things: Republican/Democrat, 
fat/thin, rich/poor, and more recently gay/
straight, and of course very traditionally 
male/female. We do the same in the wild 
with things such as mammal/reptile or fish/
fowl. Of course nature is not so binary, so 
“black and white.” Yes we get tossed things 
like the duck billed platypus, or carnivo-
rous plants, or human tinkered photosyn-
thetic fish. We somehow view those things 
as exceptions but they happen to humans, 
too. There are intersexed persons, and 
trans persons, and gender non-conforming 
persons as well.

I personally view myself as female. 
I made some effort to make that so. It is 
what is marked on my driver’s license and 
passport. I do not view female as any one 
thing. I enjoy watching baseball, work-
ing with wood, fixing my own car, launch-
ing rockets, working with robots, etc. etc. 
There is no male monopoly on that stuff 
and if you tell me otherwise then I would 
be probably be looking at a misogynist. 
When pressed, or asked about my history, 
I sometimes will say I am a woman of trans 
history (not one of the gender options on 
Facebook). That differentiates who I am 
today versus where I came from. I recently 
had a business meeting where a colleague 
asked me in a roundabout way about such 
things and I stated that we all have inter-
esting histories but that such matters were 
not pertinent to the business we were dis-
cussing. He left it at that.

There is a lot more to say on this topic 
but let me get to my immediate concern – 
legislators. 

You see, as I have previously men-
tioned some of them have hang-ups with 
names and conventions. We have worked 
hard to get them to comprehend trans, as 
a nice “black and white” perspective that 
there are male and female and there are 
some persons who must make life changes 
and may be “in between.” 

Of course some of you are going to 
charge me with only supporting the gender 
binary. I am not. But if we make too much 
fuss about all the other variations we lose 
the legislator’s attention or scare them. 

Let me be totally clear – gender-iden-
tity legislation includes all of those people 
on the Facebook list but I am concerned 
that offering too much detail here, which 
may add to their confusion, is just 50 ways 
to lose your legislator. 

And in this case we only need one 
Senator to have concerns, and two did and 
expressed so in the last Senate JPR hear-
ing on SB212. Just sayin’. t

 

There Must Be 
50 Ways

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

REAL TRANS TALK: New Sons & Fathers 

Blake Brockington: North Carolina’s first 
transgender homecoming king
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“To tell or not to tell.” That’s the thorny, nag-
ging – and potentially life-altering decision an 
HiV-positive person must answer before hav-
ing sex with someone. 

And that’s the case even if the infected in-
dividual has an undetectable viral load, uses 
condoms, and practices the safest sex with 
his/her partner. 

The Global commission on HiV and the 
law states that the U.S. leads the world with 
“thousands of prosecutions” – 32 states and 
two territories criminalize exposure to and/or 
transmission of HIV. And in 29 states, it’s a 
felony. None of the laws require transmission 
to occur. 

Recently, ProPublica, the independent, 
non-profit newsroom, conducted an analysis 
of records from 19 states and stated: “Over 
the last decade, there have been at least 541 
cases in which people were convicted of, or 
pleaded to, criminal charges for not disclos-
ing that they were HIV-positive. Defendants 
in these cases were often sentenced to years 
– sometimes decades – in prison, even when 
they used a condom or took other precautions 
against infecting their partners.” 

ProPublica continued: “In 60 cases for 
which extensive documentation could be 
obtained, (we) found just four involving com-
plainants who actually became infected with 
HIV. Even in such cases, it can be hard to 
prove who transmitted the virus without ge-
netic tests matching the accused’s HIV strain 
to their accuser’s.”

“There is already a huge stigma associated 
with being HIV-positive – and these laws do not 
encourage people to get tested and seek treat-
ment,” ProPublica quotes Robert Suttle, as-
sistant director of the Sero Project, the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based advocacy organization 
fighting HIV criminalization laws nationwide. 

ProPublica reporter Rod McCullom goes 
on to comment, “Suttle discovered that he 
was HIV-positive while trying to enlist in the 
Air Force. Later, following the end of a con-
tentious relationship, a former partner filed 
charges that Suttle never revealed his se-
rostatus – which Suttle says is not true. He 

was sentenced to six months in prison under 
the Louisiana law that criminalizes HIV expo-
sure and subsequently was required to regis-
ter as a sex offender.”

Suttle added: “Criminalization also has a 
significant impact on a person’s ability to seek 
treatment. Many people are not aware that 
they are HIV-positive – and that is especially 
true among black people and black gay men. 
Sometimes we could be prosecuted for some-
thing that we didn’t know we had.”

However, many law enforcement legis-
lators and officials defend these laws. Jerry 
Vander Sanden, a Linn County, Iowa prosecu-
tor made the following statement to ProPubli-
ca: “Shifting the burden of HIV disclosure from 
the infected person, who is aware of a known 
danger, to one who is completely unaware of 
their partner’s condition smacks of a ‘blame 
the victim’ sort of mentality. It would be like tell-
ing a rape victim that they should have been 
more careful.”

ProPublica states that even many HIV-
positive individuals support these laws. For ex-
ample, in a recent survey of HIV-positive New 
Jersey residents, 90 percent stated that those 
infected with the virus bore the majority of the 
responsibility to protect their partners.

 “But some health and legal experts say 
using criminal penalties to curtail the epi-
demic could backfire and fuel the spread of 
HIV,” states ProPublica. According to the 
CDC, 1.1 million Americans are currently liv-
ing with HIV, but one-fifth of them don’t know 
it. And studies show that about half of newly-
infected people got the virus from those who 
didn’t know they had HIV. So relying on a 
partner to know, let alone disclose, their HIV 
status is a risky proposition.

“The laws, these experts say, could ex-
acerbate the problem: if people can be im-
prisoned for knowingly exposing others to 
HIV, their best defense may be ignorance. 
Such laws, then, provide a powerful disin-
centive for citizens to get tested and learn if 
they carry the virus.”

ProPublica interviewed Scott Schoettes, 
an attorney who supervises HIV litigation for 
Lambda Legal, the national gay-rights advo-
cacy group, who stated that the laws “place all 
of the responsibility on one party: the party’s 
that HIV-positive. And they lull people who 
are not HIV-positive – or at least think they 
are not HIV-positive – into believing that they 
don’t have to do anything. They can just wait 
for their partner to reveal their status and not, 
instead, take steps to protect themselves.”

Schoettes adds that the laws unfairly 
single out the infection, further stigmatizing 
and reinforcing misconceptions about living 
with the virus.

 “There’s no reason why we should be 
singling out HIV for this kind of treatment,” 
said the attorney. “It’s based in just a lot of 
fear and misconception.”  t

Full  
Disclosure:
Criminalizing HIV

Swings
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Wyatt O’Brian Evans

Ten signs of depression 
and what to do about 

them

thinking OUtLOUD

The term “depression” is frequently misun-
derstood and misused; if you’re very sad 
because of temporary job stress you might 
say, “I’m depressed,” but if the feeling is 
present in the absence of host of other cri-
teria, it would be more accurate to say “I’m 
feeling sad.”

Clinical depression is a medical condi-
tion reflecting a person’s overall emotional 
and mental functioning. It disrupts aspects 
of a person’s life, such as work, home life 
and relationships. It can be a serious condi-
tion that can often be effectively addressed 
only by professional treatment, usually talk 
therapy (psychotherapy), medication (psy-
chiatry), or both.

You can play a significant role in helping 
loved ones identify their depression. There 
are cases in which in-
dividuals are the last 
to know of their con-
dition because they 
become so used to it 
that it feels like an un-
pleasant, but normal 
part of their lives. You can point out changes 
in their behavior as an expression of caring 
and concern. 

Other times loved ones are fully aware 
of what is happening and will openly tell you 
how they are feeling, and you can use your 
knowledge of depressive symptoms to de-
termine whether you feel receiving an eval-
uation by a licensed clinician is warranted 
(and encourage them to see one if so).

Although clinical depression is complex 
and can only be diagnosed by a profession-
al, below are ten symptoms and behaviors 
to look for. This is not an exhaustive list.

1) Feelings of sadness, emptiness 
and hopelessness. Your loved one be-
comes withdrawn, tearful, and engages in 
inconsolable or frequent negative self-talk.

2) Loss of interest in just about ev-
erything. Good news won’t cheer them up: 
receiving an award, a birthday gift, a snow 
day off of work does nothing to change their 
mood. They may also stop engaging in their 
favorite activities and tend to vegetate.

3) Unwanted or excessive weight 
loss or gain. They are eating much more 
frequently, often until uncomfortably full, not 
eating at all or excessively exercising.

4) Difficulty sleeping or staying 
awake. You observe them oversleeping or 
taking multiple or long naps. Or they can’t 
get to sleep or awaken often or too early.

5) requiring great effort to make 
movements or to stay still. They are un-
able to get around the house or barely able 
to stop moving.

6) Fatigue and loss of energy. This 
may be accompanied by a change in facial 
expression to a flat, empty look, and they 
may have difficulty accomplishing tasks.

7) Feelings of worthlessness and 
excessive guilt. They often ask for reas-
surance that you aren’t upset with them, 
frequently apologize for inconsequential or 
unknown reasons.

8) Significant difficulty concentrat-
ing. They are overly forgetful, needing fre-
quent reminders of once-routine behaviors, 
having difficulty focusing on, and staying on 
task, repeatedly asking you to re-state what 
you just said.

9) thoughts of suicide, with or with-
out plans or attempts. They are making 
statements like “I wish I weren’t here any-
more,” or “I wish I were dead,” engaging 
in self-harm behaviors such as cutting, or 
overdosing, distributing their prized pos-
sessions to loved ones, making a will and 

appointing a power 
or attorney. A family 
history of suicide is a 
risk factor.

10) irritability 
– They are exces-
sively angry. Anger 

often serves as a cover-up emotion for fear, 
mostly prevalent among men and children. 
In men, because its expression is culturally 
frowned upon (“Big boys don’t cry”), and in 
children because they lack the coping skills.

Many people have one or more of these 
symptoms at some point in their lives, but 
that doesn’t mean they are clinically de-
pressed. Pay special attention when you 
see a change in your loved one’s normal 
behavior, of at least five simultaneous 
symptoms. Note that these symptoms do 
not necessarily qualify as predictors of clini-
cal depression if your loved one is actively 
engaging in substance abuse or has some 
other medical condition to which the symp-
toms might otherwise be attributed. 

The next issue will focus on what to do, 
and what not to do, to help a loved one cope 
with clinical depression. In the meantime, 
be mindful of these symptoms in yourself 
and reach out for help if they aren’t resolv-
ing. t

douglas chay (dchay@pridecounsel-
ing.net) specializes in lGBT-focused coun-
seling and practices in the Pride counseling 
center in ellicott city, maryland (410-744-
4867; Pridecounseling.net).

Not the Blues

Love
Douglas Chay

Labor
The

of
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energy. It has also been prescribed for 
men with “low testosterone” that is actually 
normal for their ages, because there us a 
normal fall in testosterone in men over 50. 
(This is called andropause and is paral-
lel to menopause in women.)There is little 
good evidence that testosterone is consis-
tently helpful for men with fatigue, depres-
sion, low sex drive or problems with erec-
tions. Other treatments are available that 
are safer and are more effective. 

Testosterone is prescribed to trans-
sexual men to assist them in changing 
their appearance and gender presentation 
from female to male. It does so by stopping 
menstruation, lowering the voice, produc-
ing facial and body hair, increasing mus-
cularity, and if a transman has inherited 
baldness genes, causing baldness. Many 
transmen experience changes in emotion-
al style as well. Many of the changes, es-
pecially voice change, face and body hair, 
are permanent and will not change even if 
testosterone is stopped. After the physical 
changes are complete, some transmen are 
able to stop testosterone and continue to 
live comfortably as men. Most, however, 
have a better sense of physical and emo-
tional wellbeing if they continue testoster-
one. And, if a transman has had his ovaries 
removed, he requires testosterone to pre-
vent osteoporosis. 

My thoughts: Any man (trans- or cis-) 
who is taking testosterone should make 
certain he has a medical requirement for it 
and is benefiting from it. If that is not defi-
nitely the case, he should seriously con-
sider discontinuing testosterone because 
of the increased risk of death from heart 
attack or stroke. The older the man is, the 
more seriously this should be considered. 

Testosterone, like any type of hormone 
therapy, may cause uncomfortable symp-
toms if stopped suddenly. If discontinued, 
the dose should be gradually tapered down 
over a period of weeks to months. Men 
who are taking testosterone and are sure 
they would not feel well if they stopped 
taking it completely should consider slow-
ly decreasing the dose to find the lowest 
dose at which they feel comfortable. This 
can be done either by, in collaboration with 
the prescribing doctor, increasing the num-
ber of days between doses or by slowly 
decreasing the mg amount of each dose. 
Because of the much higher risk of death, 
heart attacks, and strokes associated with 
testosterone use by men over 65, all men 
over 65 who are taking testosterone should 
strongly consider tapering off it. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I’m sure you’ve seen the recent stud-

ies associating testosterone treatment with 
heart attacks and premature death. Would 
you advise transmen and other men who 
are taking testosterone to stop taking it, to 
cut the dose, or not to worry about the re-
sults of this study?

Taking T since 2003

Dear T2003,
There have been two recent studies, 

the second published just last week, which 
seem to show that men taking testoster-
one supplements have increased risks of 
death, heart attack, and stroke (brain at-
tack). The risks were greatest in the first 
few months of taking testosterone, and 
were doubled in men over 65.

The federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has not yet made any changes 
to its recommendations on the use of tes-
tosterone. In view of the recent studies, the 
FDA is advising patients not to stop their 
testosterone therapy without first consult-
ing with their physicians, but also saying 
that doctors should consider the risk/ben-
efit profile when considering prescribing 
testosterone for their patients. 

Testosterone products have often been 
prescribed for problems outside the drug’s 
approved indications. Testosterone is ap-
proved for use in men with both low testos-
terone levels and an associated medical 
condition. Associated medical conditions 
include, among others, failure of the testi-
cles to produce sufficient testosterone due 
to a genetic condition, past chemotherapy, 
or problems of the hypothalamus or pitu-
itary gland. Although the FDA has not ap-
proved testosterone therapy for men with 
low testosterone levels who do not have 
a related medical condition, testosterone 
has often been prescribed. For example, 
testosterone is often prescribed to men 
with low or low-normal testosterone levels 
who report decreased sex drive, problems 
with erections, fatigue, depression, or low 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Concerns about
Testosterone

www.meadowmill.com • 410.235.7000 * New members only. Expires April 30, 2014.  
Certain restrictions apply.

Spring Into Fitness
Bring in this ad and get  

a full-use membership for 
just $60/month, 

guaranteed for 12 months.*
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One of the greatest misfortunes to hit our 
communities is depression. Depression 
appears to have no particular address nor 
is it a respecter of persons. Moreover, de-
pression has crept into the crevices and 
corridors within the faith community. Yes, 
depression is real and those with true di-
agnosis, should stay on their meds, and 
seek pastoral and/or professional counsel-
ing, staying completely committed to their 
healing and recovery.

As a Christian pastor, I am very con-
cerned about the rate of folks diagnosed 
with some form of depression albeit clini-
cal or situational. I am doubly disturbed 
as to how believers (people of faith) have 
bought into the diagnosis more so than in 
God the Creator, Healer, and Sustainer. 
This is not a plea to ignore the diagnosis, 
which should be taken seriously. It is, how-
ever, a clarion call to heed to God for our 
ultimate deliverance and healing.

Depression is a deep-rooted sense of 
hopelessness, a nagging feeling of dis-
couragement, misery, and sadness often 
linked with a perception of powerlessness 
and ineffectiveness. It is the loss for mean-
ing and zeal for life itself. 

There are factors that play into one’s 
feelings of detachment, which leads to de-
pression, e.g. unresolved issues, unhealed 
hurts, and unmet needs. The aspect of 
these are generally due to loneliness, a 
broken heart, despair, guilt, and shame, 
external circumstances, abuse (emotional, 
physical, and verbal), physical illness, and 
grief. If the truth be told, everyone experi-
ences some form of depression on some 
level. 

What I have encountered in the last 
few years in counseling church folks and 
people of great faith, is how people who 
have been diagnosed with depression 
tend to consistently focus on their circum-
stances or illness that cause the depres-
sion rather than ‘How do I get from here to 
there?’ How can I be made whole?

The Bible is full of stories where popu-
lar Biblical characters dealt with depres-
sion on all fronts. For nothing is new under 
the sun unto God.

Breaking Through Depression

Grace United Methodist Church 
5407 N. Charles St at Northern Parkway

410-433-6650
 www.graceunitedmethodist.org

 Join us each Sunday for worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
March 2 join us at the 10:00 am service for ourMarch 2 join us at the 10:00 am service for our African American Gospel service; 

Choir directed by Robert Cantrell 
 Ash Wednesday services will be at 7:30 am and at noon in the chapel.  

A light meal follows each service.
St. Johns United Methodist Church 

2640 St. Paul St.
 410-366-7733

wwwww.stjohnsbaltimore.org 
Join us each Sunday for worship at 11:30 a.m. 

       

New to our church community?  
Plan to go out for coffee around 12:30 with Rev. Shank each first Sunday of the 

month at a near-by coffee shop.  
Join us, March 5 at 7:30 p. m. for our Ash Wednesday service.

Grace and St. John's United Methodist Churches
A Cooperative Parish with 

The Rev. Dr. Amy McCullough, Lead Pastor 
and The Rev. David Shank, Associate Pastor

Let’s take sneak preview: Exodus 
chapter 3 and 4, Moses, called to deliv-
er the people of Israel from bondage yet 
caught in a whirlwind of having to speak 
‘truth to power’ and worried how people 
would perceive him… Psalm 6:2-4;6: 
King David in his distress over misdeeds 
of his own doing calls out to God hoping 
that God will not forsake him… Genesis 
chapter 21: Hagar (concubine /slave girl), 
excommunicated from the only family 
she knew, and facing homelessness due 
to extreme jealousy and prejudice from 
Sarah… Genesis chapter 22: Abraham is 
asked to go and sacrifice (take his son’s 
life) without any notice… Esther chapter 
8: Esther faces genocide of her people 
due to lies and cover-ups… Job chapter 
3: Job is in anguish and grief over losing 
all of his immediate family… 2nd Corin-
thians chapter 12: Paul pleads with God 
three times to take away the ‘thorn’ (meta-
phor for possible physical and emotional 
pain). God’s answer to Paul is “my grace 
is sufficient.”

God’s grace is sufficient. We do not 
have to give into the dark world of de-
pression. If we can believe that God has 
our backs and that God will not leave nor 

forsake us, we can inevitably be deliv-
ered from hopelessness. I am reminded 
of a scripture that says: “But we have 
this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and 
not from us (nor humanity). We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed.”

The Good News is we do not have to 
live in the dark world of gloom and doom of 
depression. God will meet us at the point 
of our needs, all we have to do is ask. 
Prayer is our anchor – it is simply hav-
ing a conversation with God. You do not 
have to be super spiritual to get a break-
through, God loves common folk, people 
who truly depend on God for their total 
healing. When is the last time you prayed 
and asked God to deliver you from depres-
sion and believed in the power of healing?

If you read further into each of the nar-
ratives mentioned above, you will discover 
how God interceded on the behalf of each 
individual and showed them favor due to 
God’s plan for their life. I challenge you to 
trust and believe God for wholeness and 
for your healing. t

 

Faith

A NEW YEAR, A NEW ERA
Metropolitan Community Church of Baltimore

401 West Monument Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

www.mccbaltimore.org
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

versation about the use of drones. In this 
version, the year is 2028 and the United 
States has deployed drones into other coun-
tries as peacekeep-
ing measures, but 
some elected officials 
in Washington are 
adamantly against de-
ploying these drones 
in the United States, 
basically as a way to 
replace our cities’ hu-
man police force… 
you know, because 
human emotions 
sometimes get in the 
way of doing a job, 
which D.C. thinks is a 
necessity so that people aren’t just randomly 
killed by an unfeeling machine.

When Officer Murphy is nearly fatally 
wounded in a car bombing incident, the 
company developing the drones, OmniCorp, 
take their ideas to the next level by placing 
a man in the machine to have the best of 
both worlds and make the populace feel less 
threatened. The new Murphy looks to be a 
success until he starts remembering his own 

By ChUCk DUnCan
1987’s robocop is a classic action movie 
that successfully blends the typical action 
tropes of the day with a bit of wry satirical 
commentary on society. The film was also 
rated R for its sometimes hilariously over-
the-top violence, and it made a star out of 
lead Peter Weller (and gave Nancy Allen 
an opportunity to remind everyone that she 
could do more than just appear in Brian De 
Palma movies, from whom she was divorced 
in 1984).

robocop was also Paul Verhoeven’s first 
major Hollywood film, which he followed up 
with Total recall three years later. Total re-
call was given the remake treatment in 2012 
with less than successful result – due mainly 
to blowing the story’s central mystery in the 
first ten minutes – and now the same studio 
(Columbia) is dipping into Verhoeven’s back 
catalog with a remake of robocop. Does it 
suffer the same fate as Total recall? (And 
is Basic instinct next on the list?)

The new version of robocop uses the 
basic foundation of the story to get good cop 
Alex Murphy into the suit, but wisely – and 
mostly successfully – updates the story to 
address today’s society, especially the con-

RoboCop is Back on the Beat attempted murder and discovers those he 
trusted most may be complicit in that and the 
crimes that led to the bombing.

I was prepared for the worst with the ro-
bocop reboot because the original has be-

come so ingrained in 
our pop culture. It’s 
hard to forget that 
suit, the voice, the 
(for the time) state-
of-the-art effects, and 
Peter Weller’s per-
formance. The radi-
cal changes made 
to Total recall did it, 
and the audience, no 
favors, so how in the 
world could they even 
consider tampering 
with another classic?

For the most part, the film is much more 
successful than I had ever imagined it would 
be. Setting it in the near future and ad-
dressing our own current events helps the 
audience identify with the characters and 
situations. Murphy 2.0 is now played by Joel 
Kinnaman, an actor whose near anonymity 
(he stars in AMC’s The Killing) suits the role 
better than a big star would have. He can ex-
pertly turn the humanity of Murphy/RoboCop 
on and off at the flick of a switch and you 
believe him. It also helps that the two Robo 
suits (the first a silver homage to the original, 
the second a much more sleek black num-
ber) come off much more successfully in ac-
tion on film than that black one ever did in 
the stills that had been released during pro-
duction, giving the fanboys some major hee-
bie-jeebies. I’m very happy that for the most 
part, RoboCop really does look like a robot 
(that right hand still bothers me though, as 
does not altering Kinnaman’s voice).

Kinnaman is also served well by his sup-
porting cast including the always terrific Gary 
Oldman, Michael Keaton, Jackie Earle Hal-
ey, Michael K. Williams, and Jay Baruchel. 

Samuel L. Jackson (who does not look good 
with hair!) plays a TV political pundit from 
the far right who gleefully beats the drum 
for drones in the United States in the film’s 
attempts at satire. These segments can be 
chilling and humorous, but are sometimes 
awkwardly inserted into the film and don’t 
always mesh well with the action. I was also 
confused by Jennifer Ehle’s character. It was 
never clear if she was working with Oldman’s 
doctor or Keaton’s corporate head, or if she 
was just looking out for herself and playing 
all the angles. She’s just so blank all of the 
time that I had a hard time figuring her out. 
Abbie Cornish was also a bit weak as Mur-
phy’s wife, trying mightily to seem emotion-
ally distraught over her husband’s fate, but 
her steely resolve just made her seem cold 
and unfeeling, even when she tried to pump 
out a few tears. This is definitely a film where 
the men fare better than the women.

If the film has a single major flaw, it’s the 
presumably studio-imposed PG-13 rating. 
The original reveled in its violence, but the 
new version is forced to straddle an uncom-
fortable line between thousands of bullets 
being shot and people dying almost blood-
lessly. The film’s climactic showdown is pret-
ty anti-climactic simply because it’s so anti-
septic that it just takes away all the thrill of 
the comeuppance for the audience. Perhaps 
there will be an R-rated version available on 
home video at some point, but studios forc-
ing previously R-rated films to conform to 
PG-13 standards (purely for monetary rea-
sons) does the filmmakers no favors.

The movie also takes just a bit too long to 
get the story rolling as we have to go through 
Murphy’s adjustment period with him before 
he is presented to the public. These scenes 
allow us time to get to know Oldman’s char-
acter, but it also results in a pretty hasty 
second half. As it is, robocop is different 
enough from the original to stand on its own 
and ends up being a much more successful 
remake than it had any right being. t

TYRE’S
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410.252.8001
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Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive
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B’More QFest announced that it will kick 
off its inaugural year with Leslie Jordan, 
most well known for his Emmy-winning role 
as Beverly Leslie on the hit show “Will and 
Grace.” 

Jordan will be performing his one-man 
show “Fruit Fly: Do Gay Men Become Their 
Mothers?” on June 10-11 at the Theatre 
Project, 45 West Preston Street in Balti-
more. 

Performances begin at 8 p.m. Ticket 
prices are $75 for a pre-performance re-
ception and performance on June 10 or 
$35 for the performance only and $35 for 
the performance on June 11.

In “Fruit Fly” Jordan recounts his moth-
er’s recognition of her son’s flair for the 
flamboyant at an early age. She knew that 
he would face challenges in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee when she saw him sporting a 
pair of red cowboy boots.

For more information about the film 
festival and its events, visit Bmorequeer.
org. t

Comedian Leslie Jordan to Kick Off 
Film Festival

Leslie Jordan

Full audition information, including cast breakdowns, vocal 
ranges and suggestions from directors will be posted at 
www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit/auditions.html 

Royal Jesters Young People’s Theatre

Directed by 
Liz Boyer Hunnicutt

July 11 - 20
All roles open to performers aged 3-17

No appointments necessary
Separate Auditions will be held on:
MondaMonday, March 10th from 6:00 pm - 9 pm
Tuesday, March 11th from 6:00 pm - 9 pm

CCBC Essex, ADMIN Building, Lecture Hall

Directed by 
Linda Chambers
July 19- August 3

Directed by 
Albert J. Boeren

June 14 - 29

Upstairs Cabaret

Directed by 
Robert W. Oppel

July 18 - August 3

Directed by 
Diane Trowbridge Smith

June 13 - 29

Mainstage Musicals

2014 AUDITIONS
Saturday, March 8th from 10 am - 2 pm
Sunday, March 9th from 12 pm - 4 pm

CCBC Essex, AHUM Building 
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

ALL ROLES OPEN

Dundalk Community Theatre 
Celebrating Their 40th Season

presents

Driving Miss Daisy 
February 21, 22, 28 & March 1 at 8:00 pm
February 23 & March 2 at 3:00 pm

Adult Individual Tickets: $23
Senior Individual Tickets: $20
Student/DCT Actor/Child: $15

All performances take place in the John E. All performances take place in the John E. 
Ravekes Theatre, College Community 
Center

CCBC Dundalk Campus
7200 Sollers Point Road
Baltimore, MD 21222 

For further information, directions, or a campus map, 
call the box office: 443-840-ARTS 
or go to the CCBC Dundalk information page found at
http://www.ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/dct.html
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You Like It,” “Your Drums, Your Love,” and 
(ahem) “Diver.” Looking to show off some 
dance moves, turn your attention to “Lost 
And Found,” “Just a Touch” and “Best Be 
Believing.”

Electro duo Soft Metals bring its brand 
of EDM into sharp focus on lenses (Cap-
tured Tracks). Descendants of the “chill 
wave” family tree, Soft Metals make music 
with options. If you wanted to, you could 
work up a sweat dancing to cuts such as 
“Tell Me,” “Hourglass,” “On a Cloud,” “In 

the Air” and the title number. If you prefer 
not to elevate your heart rate, you could 
just as easily enjoy these songs in a more 
relaxing position. 

Remember dancing to songs such as 
“Kids,” “Electric Feel” and “Time To Pre-
tend” from MGMT’s debut album Oracular 
Spectacular. Well, forget about it because 
MGMT has moved on. Returning to and 
expanding on the modern psychedelia it 
explored on the second disc, congratula-
tions, MGMT’s third, self-titled Columbia 
Records release is a musical acid trip. 
That’s not necessarily a bad thing, espe-
cially if you can feel the sensation without 
having to kill any brain cells in the process. 
“Cool Song No. 2” lives up to its name. “In-
trospection” gives you something to think 
about. “Plenty of Girls in the Sea” offers 
hope for the lovelorn and listening to “An 

Orphan of Fortune” 
can be its own reward. 

If you’re feel-
ing as adrift as San-
dra Bullock in Grav-
ity since MGMT set 
aside its dance mu-
sic aspirations, then 
you’ll be relieved to 
know Javelin has fully 
embraced its inner 
dancer on Hi Beams 
(Luaka Bop). Your feet 
might be moved to do 
a march step on “Light 
Out,” but that counts 
as dancing. “Airfield” 
soars taking dancers 
to new. “l’Ocean” in-
vites dancers to dive 
in while “The Stars” 
radiates a vintage dis-
cotheque vibe. t

By gregg ShaPirO
Not entirely abandoning the Brian Wilson 
influence, and kissing everything with 
Flaming Lips-style flair, Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
revs up the EDM (electronic dance music) 
effects on the aptly titled The Speed of 
Things (WB). Restarting their engines and 
driving in the electro lane, DEJJ leaves 
others in its dust on dazzling dance tracks 
such as “Run,” “Mesopotamia,” “War 
Zone,” and, of course, “If You Didn’t See 
Me (Then You Weren’t On The Dance-
floor).” Speed kills!

Alternately soothing and unsettling us 
on Tales of Us (Mute), the duo Goldfrapp 
envelopes the listener in a moody mist. 
Tales of Us plays like a musical ghost sto-
ry, closer in spirit to Goldfrapp’s devastat-
ingly beautiful Seventh Tree disc than the 
dance direction of the more recent Head 
First. The haunting “Laurel” and “Clay” ex-
emplify this. But Goldfrapp’s gift for mak-
ing music that sounds like it could be the 
soundtrack to a movie or your dreams is 
also on display in tracks such as “Drew” 
and “Simone.” Goldfrapp fans longing for 
a beat should be able to find something 
to like in “Thea.” All in all, these are tales 
worth telling over and over again.

Quadron begins avalanche (Vested 
in Culture/Epic) on a distinctly rhythmic 
basis. The enchanting first three songs – 
“LFT,” “Favorite Star” and especially “Hey 
Love” – are meant to be experienced while 
in motion. But this pair is confident enough 
in its abilities to change pace on “Crush” 
and “Befriend.” Quadron also shows off its 
retro soulful side on songs such as “Nev-
erland” and the tasty 
“Sea Salt.” 

Bodymusic (Va-
grant/Island) is the 
right title for the first al-
bum by Aluna George. 
(Aluna Francis and 
George Reid, get it?) 
These 14 songs, in-
cluding a cover of 
“This Is How We Do 
It,” speak directly to 
our body parts in vari-
ous ways, depending 
on what you want to 
move. If you’re in the 
mood to simply chill, 
do so to “Outlines,” 
“Friends to Lovers” 
and the title track. 
If you want to acti-
vate isolated regions, 
check out “You Know 

Duos of Delight
By gregg ShaPirO
When you think about it, it wasn’t all that 
surprising that Gary Numan has toured 
with Trent Reznor’s Nine Inch Nails, most 
recently during the summer of 2013. First 
of all, both men have a fondness for kohl 
and dark eyeliner. Secondly, their musical 
styles have a chilly, 
manufactured, atmo-
spheric similarities. 
Third, both men take 
personal and creative 
eccentricity to new 
and exciting levels.

Here’s what is 
strange. Numan and 
Reznor appear to have traded musical plac-
es. Numan, a synth-pop pioneer is working 
in a more industrial vein on his new album 
Splinter: Songs from a Broken mind (Ma-
chine Music), while Reznor, a progenitor of 
the industrial (music) revolution has released 
his funkiest dance effort to date with Hesita-
tion marks (Columbia).

“Copy of A,” the first full-length track on 
NIN’s Hesitation marks isn’t just one of the 
most immediately dance-floor-ready tracks 

Reznor and company (including guest guitar-
ist Lindsey Buckingham) have ever recorded, 
it’s also one of the most accessible. You don’t 
have to be a NIN-head to appreciate this 
rump rocking tune, with its nod to Giorgio Mo-
roder, you just have to be ready to dance. 

“Came Back Haunted,” with its Numan-
esque keyboards deserves to haunt dance-
floors for years to come. Reznor is at his most 
soulful on “Find My Way,” features Adrian 
Belew on guitar, as does the fat skin-piercing 
funk of “All Time Low.” EDM acts could learn 
a thing or two from the pleasing pulse of “Dis-
appointed” and “Everything” is a dance-rock 
delight that shakes things up. The funk soars 
on “Satellite” and “Running” as “While I’m Still 
Here” (and its close relative “Black Noise”) 
prepares us for the end of the world. 

It’s the high-pitched electronic whine on “I 
Am Dust,” the opening track on Splinter, which 
signals the use of increased industrial effects. 
Of course, it’s Numan’s distinctive vocals that 
ground us throughout the album. We’re just a 
long way from “Cars” and “Are ‘Friends’ Elec-
tric?” Instead, we have “Here In the Black,” 
“The Calling,” “Lost” and “We’re The Unfor-
given,” none of which would have sounded out 
of place on an early NIN album. Numan still 
recognizes the value of a propulsive and per-
suasive dance beat as you can plainly hear on 
“Love Hurt Bleed” and “Who Are You.” t

Trading Places

“Quadron also shows 
off its retro soulful 

side on songs such as 
‘Neverland’ and the 

tasty ‘Sea Salt.’”

quadron

gary 
numan
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Beginning with person-on-the-street inter-
views and continuing with a discussion (led by 
Israelis), of misconceptions about Israel, Lu-
cas’s intention appears to be to separate truth 
from lies and to illustrate how religious and 
liberal people can co-exist in peace. Lucas 
himself (along with his pouty lips and seduc-
tive gaze) acts as tour guide. The first point of 
business being the legalization of homosexu-
ality in Israel (in 1988!) and the annual event 
held at the Knesset (Israeli parliament) during 
Pride Week. An interview with out Parliament 
member Nitzan Horowitz emphasizes the way 
that Israeli political parties (unlike some in the 
US and those in Lucas’s native Russia) go af-
ter the “pink vote.”

A segment on gays in the Israeli military, 
where it has been a “non-issue since 1993” 
features interviews with personal trainer / ex-
soldier Eliad Cohen, as well as groundbreak-
ing gay filmmaker Eytan Fox (The Bubble, 
Yossi), whose beloved film Yossi & Jagger 
centered on the relationship between two gay 
soldiers.

With dramatic cultural and societal chang-
es occurring in Israel, especially since the 
1990s, young LGBT Israelis have positive 
role models, including popular gay singer Ivri 
Lider. Interviews with gay parents Yossi Berg 
(founder/head of Rainbow Families) and gay 
surrogacy advocates Itai Pinkas and Yoav 
Arad highlight the 80% growth in gay parent-
ing in Israel in the last decade, and features 
a visit to the Tel Aviv-Jaffa LGBT City Center.

Tel Aviv, which has become something a 
hub for the LGBT community, is given its due 
in Pride Parade footage, emphasizing the in-
ternational array of attendees. The legendary 
nightlife in the open-minded, late-night city of 
Tel Aviv also shines and glitters and throbs in 
the doc.

Lucas and Mozer wisely included a visit 
to Jaffa, “an Arab part of Tel Aviv.” It is here 
that one of the film’s most revealing interviews 
takes place when Lucas speaks with Khader 
Abu-Seif, a gay Arab journalist at Time Out Tel 
aviv. This section is followed by a series of 
stories focused on the experience of coming 
out to friends and family.

The subject of same-sex marriage in 
Israel, where the state grants legal recogni-
tion to couples regarding social and financial 
benefits and recognizes same-sex marriages 
performed abroad, is a fitting way to bring the 
doc to a close. What better way to do that 
than to feature the wedding of Rafi Vazana 
and Andrey Nozdrin, a gay couple who have 
been together almost eight years. If you cry 
at weddings, be sure to have a hankie nearby 
for this one. Special features on the DVD in-
clude Lucas’s commentary, a film fest Q&A, 
and more. t

By gregg ShaPirO
Although it is set almost 30 years ago, dal-
las Buyers club (Universal/Focus) is a gut-
wrenching reminder of how far we’ve come 
and how much farther we have to go. Sadly, 
the same evils that existed in the mid-1980s, 
especially the greed and indifference of the 
pharmaceutical industry, still exist today.

Based on the true story of the late Ron 
Woodruff (portrayed on screen by Matthew 
McConaughey in a Golden Globe-winning 
and Oscar-nominated performance), a sexu-
ally promiscuous hetero trailer-court denizen, 
who receives an unexpected HIV diagnosis 
during a hospitalization following a work-
related accident. Racist, homophobic, and 
an all-around unpleasant guy, Ron’s vitriolic 
response to his HIV status doesn’t surprise 
attending physicians Sevard (out actor Denis 
O’Hare) and Saks (Jennifer Garner). 

With a shockingly low T-cell count, Ron 
is given 30 days to live. He doesn’t make the 
most of the first few, spending them in a drug 
and alcohol haze. But as reality sets in and 
days slip by he heads to a library and begins 
doing research. Returning to the hospital, 
Ron attempts to get involved in the AZT drug 
trials taking place in Dallas. Not satisfied with 
his odds, Ron makes a financial arrangement 
with an orderly and soon has access to the 
meds he needs.

Meanwhile, his personal life is crumbling. 
His equally homophobic friends abandon him 
and he’s unable to find work. He loses ac-
cess to the AZT and ends up in the hospital. 
There he meets Rayon (Jared Leto, who also 
received a Golden Globe award and an Os-
car nomination), an HIV-positive trans man 
whom he initially rebuffs. But soon they form 
an unlikely friendship and business partner-
ship, taking on the medical and pharma es-
tablishments, saving lives and extending their 
own beyond what they originally believed 
possible. 

Alternately heartbreaking and uplifting, 
dallas Buyers club is from the tradition of 
Norma rae and Philadelphia, stories of un-
derdogs and outcasts who triumphantly (and 
tragically) make an impact on society and 
movie audiences equally. Bonus features on 
the blu-ray combo pack (blu-ray / DVD / UV 
Digital HD) include deleted scenes and “a 
look inside dallas Buyers club.” 

Gay porn impresario and blue-mov-
ie star Michael Lucas goes legit with his 
doc Undressing israel: Gay men in the 
Promised land (Breaking Glass). Lucas 
deserves credit for the way he and co-di-
rector Yariv Mozer narrowly avoid allowing 
Undressing israel: Gay men in the Prom-
ised land to come off as a lengthy promo-
tional video for Israeli tourism.

LiveLy artS // SCREEN SAVOR

Gay Geography, from Dallas to Israel
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By Mary tayLOr
First and foremost we here at Baltimore 
Outloud want to wish Ada Buffet a speedy 
recovery. We sure do miss her, and all the 
work she does (because this column is 
hard to do….)

First let’s say a big congratulations 
to the new Miss Queen of Hearts 2014, 
Chastity Vain. I also want to give a big 
shout-out to Ashlee Bannks and her cast 
of great entertainers; we heard The Lodge 
was rocking last Friday night.

Talking about The Lodge... this Fri-
day night they’re having a Comedy Hour 
with Danny Rolando along with a Dance 
Night with DJ Joey-O. The show starts at 
10:30 p.m. Now if that’s not your thing you 
can’t go wrong with their Saturday night All 

80s All Night Long!!! Plus there will be a 
Flashdance (sweatshirt off-the-shoulder, 
sweatband, and works) and risky Busi-
ness (boxers/briefs, dress shirt, glasses, 
socks), costume contest at 11:45 p.m.

Now down the road about 20 minutes 
you will find The Club located at 5268 Wil-
liamsport Pike, in Martinsburg, West Vir-
ginia. Friday night February 21st they have 
“Lesbehonest,” a night for the ladies with 
DJ Sinful Dlite. On Saturday February 22 
the fun only gets better, or should I say hot-
ter, with a Pajama Party. DJ Ryan Foxx will 
be playing the hottest dance music all night 
long. Both nights: $5 cover, $20 Drink Arm-
bands until 1 a.m. Doors open at 6 p.m.

In Baltimore at the Hippo (1 West Ea-
ger Street) on Friday night February 21st 
check out Baltimore’s New Faces hosted 
by Josie Foster. Show time is 10 p.m. 
For all the singers out there, The Hippo 
will host Showtunes Video Madness on 
Tuesday February 25 featuring the best of 
Broadway and Hollywood in the Karaoke 
Bar, hosted by VJ Brian Mongeon. Join 
Miss Maryland / Miss Hippo Araya Sparxx 
on March 9 for the Miss Hippo 2014 Pag-
eant. Doors open at 6 p.m. Call 443-926-
2678 for table reservations.

Across the street at Grand Central on 

In Honor of Ada

LiveLy artS

Stage
Drag

Ada Buffet

Saturday night February 22nd, it’s back to 
the 90s. Doors open at 9 p.m. with a $6 
cover. On Tuesday, February 25th, come 
out and see your favorite bartender in the 
Employee Show. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
and show starts at 9:45 p.m. Now for a 
nice quiet and relaxing evening, check out 
Matty on the piano every Wednesday and 
Sunday in the Pub from 8 p.m. to 12 a.m.

Now from time to time the Baltimore 
LGBT communities are asked to pull to-
gether for one reason or another, and 
the friends and family of a very treasured 
person is in need of our help. Ada Buffet 
as some of you will know is in the hospi-
tal in critical condition. The reason does 
not matter. What does is this person, 
who whenever asked, will do anything for 
this community, from fund-raising, MCing 
events, to standing in the heat of a sum-
mer day in June to bring us the wonderful 
entertainers on the Lady Lisa drag stage at 
Baltimore Pride.

Three fundraising benefits have been 
set up to help. Ada will have a long road 
ahead of her and the donations and pro-
ceeds collected will go to assist with any-
thing she may need. She has been here 
for us, now let’s go to a show for her. You 
have three different dated and locations 

from which to choose. Please try to go to 
at least one.

The first show is on February 22nd at 
Gallery 788 located in Hampden at 3602 
Hickory Avenue. Doors will open at 8 p.m.; 
show time is 8:30 p.m. The second show 
is at Stonehouse Tattoo in Joppa (details 
t.b.a.). The third show is March 1st and it will 
be held at Leon’s, 227 West Chase Street in 
Baltimore. Hosting will be Chi Chi Ray Colby. 
The show starts at 10 p.m. You not only will 
have a good time, but you will be helping  a 
beloved member of the community. t

Like Us On
Facebook!
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BAR GUIDE
BALTIMORE, 
MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
www.club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Ave. 

4410-539-6965

HIPPO
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

Grand Central
1001-1003 N. Charles St

4410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on Read
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

Leon’s 
870 Park Ave
4410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440
wwwww.stationnortharts.com

The Lodge Lounge & 
Dance Club

21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

The Quest
3607 Fle3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

BALTIMORE, 
MARYLAND

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 9855 Washington Blvd. N. 

Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723

301-498-4840                                                                                                                               
www.pwsplace.com

HARRISBURG, 
PENNSYLVANIA

SStallions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

HarrisbuHarrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The BThe Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, 
PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's Ranch
8505 O8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

YORK,
PENNSYLVANIA

LUX Night Lounge
1327 N. Duke St
YYork, PA 17404
717-793-3770

www.luxnightlounge.com

MARTINSBURG, 
WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080
www.theclubwv.com

REHOBREHOBOTH 
BEACH, 

DELAWARE
Big Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

FFrogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234

Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 
302-22302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple Parrot 
2247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 

Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-22302-227-6080 

www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

www.iguanagrill.com

Rich drama.  Intrigue.  Masculine romance.  
Erotically-charged situations.  Unexpected twists and turns.

These ingredients make "RAGE!"  one steamy, HOT page-turner!
Purchase your copy exclusively at www.wyattevans.com

The 2014 B’More Proud 
LGBTQIA Leadership Summit 

Keynote Speakers
 Author, performer and trans-bi activist Julia Serano

Activist Zach Wahls
Entertainment

 Comedian Julie Goldman  Comedian Julie Goldman 
(the following to be announced)

Breakout Sessions
Resources Fair

at 
Johns Hopkins University, Levering Hall

Sunday, March 30th
Check-in starts at 10:00Check-in starts at 10:00 AM

Open to all university students 
in the Baltimore area

B’More Proud creates a educated and 
empowered population of LGBTQIA 

student leaders engaged in a city-wide student student leaders engaged in a city-wide student 
leadership alliance, while fostering a supportive and 

welcoming environment for all college students.
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By wayne CUrtiS
I have always been happy to live in a state 
with a part-time legislature, because after 
living in Massachusetts (where they stay on 
the job all year) I realized that twelve months 
gives the state government way too much 
time to fiddle around and screw things up. 
But this year, thanks to Baltimore City Del-
egate Maggie McIntosh, there might actually 
be some very good ideas to come from the 
2014 session that will help city residents, and 
give the city a fighting chance to become a 

reaL eState

better place. These ideas include making 
your Homestead Tax differential portable, 
and manually auditing the way the state as-
signs values to different types of property in 
the same neighborhood.

Every city homeowner knows that proper-
ty taxes here are twice the level you’ll find just 
on the other side of the boundary with Bal-
timore County. To make it tolerable, the city 
has a tax cap program in place that – after 
your first complete fiscal year of ownership 
– limits the amount that your property taxes 

Finally, Some Good Ideas
By wOODy DerriCkS
I believe that we have reached an important 
point in the market. We had our massive sell 
off followed by a great nearly five-year recov-
ery. This year, however, may be different than 
much of what we’ve experienced in the last 
half decade. With interest rates on the rise and 
the market starting the year off with volatility, 
the questions many are asking are: Where am 
I able to find “safe” investments and how am I 
able to generate income for my portfolio? 

Below are some of the possible income 
ideas that you could consider including in your 
portfolio.

Dividend-paying stocks: Many compa-
nies pay dividends out of their common stock. 
Frequently these com-
panies are medium 
and larger sized busi-
nesses and are often 
in the financial and 
utility sectors. These 
are stocks and will 
likely have the volatility 
of the markets associ-
ated with them.

Preferred stocks 
& convertible bonds: 
Preferred stocks are 
shares of company 
stock whereby the 
company is required to distribute dividends 
before it can pay dividends to the common 
stock shareholders. These securities also typi-
cally pay a higher dividend rate than common 
stock. The flip side is that they don’t typically 
see the same growth that common stocks do 
as the share prices increase.

Convertible bonds are bonds that are ex-
changeable for common shares of stock with-
in the same company. They are usually for a 
predetermined amount of shares and can be 
exchanged automatically if the stock reaches 
a target price. These bonds pay income like 
traditional bonds but can also see additional 
price movement as the common shares of 
company stock increase or decrease in value. 
They will often pay a greater dividend than 
preferred stock but less than traditional bonds.

While convertibles are bonds, they often 
follow much of the pattern of the stock mar-
ket due to their ability to convert to shares of 
stock.

high-yield bonds: High yield bonds typi-
cally pay a higher dividend than investment 
grade, Treasury, and municipal bonds be-
cause the companies that issue the bonds are 
thought to have a higher risk of default.

intermediate bonds: Intermediate bonds 
of investment grade companies are bonds 
that are three to ten years from maturity. They 
often pay a higher yield than shorter-term 

yOUr MOney

bonds, but in rising interest rate environments 
can see their values decrease more than 
short-term bonds.

Short-term bonds: Short-term bonds 
are bonds that mature in up to three years. 
They often do not pay a high yield because 
of their relatively short time frame and lower 
risk. While short-term bonds may lose value in 
rising interest rate markets, they tend to hold 
their value better than intermediate bonds.

reits: Real Estate Investment Trusts are 
a form of business entity that can invest in real 
estate and mortgages. They frequently receive 
favorable tax treatment on the dividends they 
distribute. REITs can be public or private. Be-
cause REITs collect rent and mortgage pay-

ments, they often gen-
erate a fair amount of 
income. In order to 
receive the favorable 
tax treatment, REITs 
must pay at least 90% 
of the income they re-
ceive to shareholders.

These ideas are 
to be added to a di-
versified portfolio. 
Consult an invest-
ment professional to 
determine the appro-
priate mix of invest-

ments for your risk tolerance and time horizon. 
The opinions voiced in this material are for in-
formational purposes only and are not intend-
ed to provide specific advice to any individual.  
Consult your legal, tax, and/or financial advi-
sor to determine what is appropriate for your 
situation.

Investing in stocks is subject to risk 
including possible loss of principal. The 
payment of dividends is not guaranteed. 
Companies may reduce or eliminate the 
payment of dividends at any given time.  
Bonds are subject to market and interest 
rate risk if sold prior to maturity. Bond values 
will decline as interest rates rise. High yield/
junk bonds (grade BB or below) are not in-
vestment grade securities, and are subject 
to higher interest rate, credit, and liquidity 
risks than those graded BBB and above. 
They generally should be part of a diversi-
fied portfolio for sophisticated investors. 
Investing in Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) involves special risks such as po-
tential illiquidity and may not be suitable for 
all investors. There is no assurance that the 
investment objectives of this program will be 
attained. t

Woody Derricks is a certified financial 
planner and an accredited domestic part-
nership advisor. reach him at 410-732-
2633.

Income Options for Your Portfolio

Study to Help the AIDS Research Effort

“We had our massive 
sell off followed by 
a great nearly five-
year recovery. This 

year, however, may be 
different than much of 
what we’ve experienced 
in the last half decade.”

Pain Relief
Stress Reduction
Energy Medicine

Couples’ Massage Instruction

www.GoddessWithinHealing.com
8700 Old Harford Road, Suite L5B 

Parkville, MD 21234Parkville, MD 21234
443-803-4876 

Tanisia Smith
BA, LMT, NCBTMB, MBLEX
Massage Therapist 
Reiki Master
Intuitive 

Mention This Ad To Receive
A FREE 15-Minute Upgrade!

Healing For The Whole Self
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can rise. If you’ve lived in the city for over ten 
years, you see that huge difference between 
what you pay and what a new owner would 
pay printed right on your tax bill.

When it comes time to sell your property, 
you have a choice to make. You can either 
stay in the city and pay the full tax bill on your 
new home and wait for that cap to take ef-
fect again at the much higher level, or leave 
for a less expensive jurisdiction. Most people 
choose the route with the lowest tax burden. 
So, while the city and groups like Live Balti-
more are spending money and making great 
efforts to lure new residents to the city, the 
property tax policy forces current residents to 
leave when they either want a larger home, 
or want to downsize and get that expensive 
condo by the harbor. Its madness.

According to Delegate McIntosh, her 
“Baltimore City Residential Retention Act” 
will work like this: Let’s say you currently own 
a house in the city with a $5,000 tax bill but 
you’ve lived in it for eleven years and you only 
pay $3,000 thanks to the tax cap. That’s a 
$2,000 credit. You decide to buy a new home 
in the city with a $6,500 tax bill. Under current 
policy, your new tax bill would be $6,500, but 
under the Delegate’s program, you would be 
eligible to carry your $2,000 credit with you 
and reduce your new tax bill to $4,500 for the 

CallCoalYork@gmail.com        RingRonYork@gmail.com
Coal: 717-676-5545                              Ron: 717-578-7821

Office 717-854-9242
1499 South Queen St. York, PA 17403

www.jgr.com
CallCoalorRingRon.com

Proud to serve the LGBT CommunityProud to serve the LGBT Community
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reaL eState

1342 WASHINGTON BLVD, BALTIMORE, MD 21230 

Bill Cassidy
Long & Foster Realtors

O - 410-377-2270
Cell – 443-520-1312

Bill.Cassidy@LNF.com 
Two Bedroom Rowhouse in Washington Village, 
aka Pigtown, just a half a block east of Carroll 
Park. The house retains many original touches 

such as a decorative mantel, light fixture, doors, 
etc. Easy access to I-95, the Commuter Rail, 

University of Maryland.     

MRIS# 
BA8215818

List Price
$97,000

first year. That credit would then decrease by 
10% each year for ten years, phasing in the 
new property’s taxation level. With this pro-
gram, the city would have a fighting chance to 
keep long-time residents from leaving!

The Baltimore City Residential Reten-
tion Act; the proposal to require non-profit 
organizations to re-certify that they are us-
ing their property for eligible, non-taxable 
purposes; the one-time requirement for 
the state’s Department of Assessment and 
Taxation to manually re-evaluate current as-
sessments in the city; plus several studies 
on tax equity in the city; all of these propos-
als together constitute the best possibility 
Baltimore residents have of obtaining some 
kind of tax relief in the near term. We should 
not have to rely on the mirage of future rev-
enue from a casino industry which is already 
seeing diminished profitability – with two ca-
sinos yet to open!

Tell your state representatives that you 
support these efforts, and tell your city coun-
cil representative to get behind them, and 
not to let City Hall do anything to get in the 
way.  You can learn more about these initia-
tives by visiting Delmaggie.com. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. Send questions to 
him at wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.
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Dining OUt

Mt. Vernon Stable & Saloon
909 North charles Street, Baltimore
410-685-7427
mvstable.com

By riCharD Finger
I had heard from several sources that the 
Mt. Vernon Stable & Saloon has the best 
ribs in Baltimore. I was more than ready 
to prove this sentiment true, and walked 
in with a hefty appetite. However, before 
I reveal whether or not the ribs deserved 
the hype, let me back up. The Stable has 
been “adding flavor to the neighborhood” 
since 1984. It’s situated on the corner of 
Read and North Charles Streets. Upon 
walking in, you will quickly discover two 
dining choices. Downstairs is the Saloon 
area, very ca-
sual with full 
bar and some 
full-service ta-
bles. Upstairs, 
the Stable area, 
with another bar 
and a dining 
room, slightly 
more formal 
than the Sa-
loon. We chose 
the Stable. Our 
visit was on 
a week night, 
and there was 
a hearty crowd 
of diners and 
bar patrons. I did not see any families with 
children – mostly friends and couples with 
a wide range of looks and personalities. I 
definitely felt at home.

After deciding to sit upstairs, we were 
quickly seated at a table for two by our 
server, Jefferson. My view was of Charles 
Street. I could see many people walking 
by. The table location was in a raised part 
of the dining area, and although we were 
not alone while there at first, it did feel very 
cozy. I ordered a whiskey and ginger and 
set upon reviewing the menu. The Stable 
offers an assortment of appetizers rang-
ing from onion rings ($6) to garlic shrimp 
($10) and The Sampler ($10), which in-
cludes three breaded shrimp, two breaded 
chicken fingers, and three toasted ravi-
olis, served with marinara. There is also 
an option of Maryland steamed shrimp at 

a higher price point ($18 for 1 pound, $10 
for a half), served with Old Bay and onions. 
I had my heart set on ribs, and didn’t want 
to ruin my appetite, so I took a pass on the 
appetizers with this visit.

The Stable does offer various soups 
(French onion, crab and corn chowder, chili 
con carne, and a soup-of-the-day. Among 
salads are Caesar, Cobb, and Buffalo 
chicken garden salad. The menu is very 
suitable to all tastes, with selections of 
burgers, pastas, wraps, main dinner cours-
es, Mexican selections, and side dishes. 
There is even a “veggielicious” section for 
non-meat eaters. I finally got to the section 
I was looking for, the “smokin’ barbeque!” 
I ordered the full rack of baby back ribs 
($19 as a dinner option) with French fries 
and coleslaw as sides. The ribs are cooked 
with a choice of classic or Cajun barbeque 
sauce. I selected the classic.

We moved on to our second round of 
drinks by the time the ribs arrived. Insert 
a drumroll here… the verdict is in! I will 
go on record to say that yes, these are 
the best-tasting ribs I’ve had in Baltimore! 

The barbeque 
sauce was not 
too overpower-
ing and fully fla-
vored the meat, 
which fell right 
off the bone. 
For a rib lover, 
I’d use the word 
“perfection” to 
describe them! 
The French fries 
were crisp, the 
coleslaw was 
fresh. Nothing 
too salty. I was 
very glad to have 
made this selec-

tion. My hands were quite messy after in-
haling these ribs, but not to worry, Jeffer-
son provided me with plenty of wipes.

After clearing off our dishes, Jefferson 
politely offered us dessert and/or coffee, 
but we, just as politely, declined. I was 
completely stuffed to the hilt, and couldn’t 
possibly eat another bite. I know I will defi-
nitely be back again. I fully recommend 
Mt. Vernon Stable & Saloon to anyone 
who enjoys barbeque ribs as much as I 
do. Depending on your arrival plans, you 
may want to check the opening times for 
the Stable and the Saloon, as they do differ 
depending on the day of the week. Drinks 
are served up to 2 a.m. in the Saloon sev-
en days a week, with Happy Hour from 4 to 
7 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Sunday 
brunch is served beginning at 10 a.m. in 
the Stable. t

Rib You Not 
This Barbeque  
Takes the Cake!

rib-licious

L’ Hirondelle Club of Ruxton
7611 L’Hirondelle Club Road Ruxton, MD 21204

410.825.2400

Luncheon Wedding Receptions to fit every budget

Create Your Perfect Day

lhirondelle.com
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Valentine’s Day
at 

Club Hippo
Photos by Skip
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I know that I’m very late getting to the par-
ty, but I just recently started enjoying Face-
book. It was something that I could not re-
ally do in the past due to my job. At my 
prior job people were often fired for what 
they posted on Facebook or for who their 
friends were. Now that I’ve retired from 
that job I am free to be myself. I discov-
ered that the Centaur, MC, had embraced 
social media and had a Facebook page 
for Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend. They 
even sent out tweets during the weekend 
to keep everyone informed about the many 
activities. On the MAL Facebook page lots 
of folks who were planning to attend their 
first MAL posted questions. They were 
rather nervous about going to their first big 
leather event and asked very basic, simple 
inquiries. One MAL virgin was young and 
very cute and he found lots of older leather 
guys eager to answer his questions! I know 
that in the many years that I have been 
writing this column (I’ve often denied that 
I sold Jell-O shots at the last supper!) that 
I have reached a wide range of readers. 
Some of my readers are longtime mem-
bers of the leather community who are 
looking to see what events are coming up 
or what I thought of a recent contest. Oth-
ers have informed me that they have no 
real knowledge of the leather community 
and that this column is their only peak into 
our world. Today I wanted to write this col-
umn for those who really do not have much 
background regarding the world of leather, 
but are curious. 

Many folks who’ve been in the leath-
er community for years often allow those 
“teachable moments” to pass by without 
sharing any information. I was recently 
talking to a member of the Centaur, MC, 
and once again complementing him on 
another great MAL Weekend. He informed 
me that at one point during the weekend 
he was in the hotel elevator with several 
young people. When they noticed the Cen-
taur, MC, patch on the back of his and an-
other member’s vest, they started to make 
comments: “What’s a Centaur? Do you all 
sleep with horses? Are you half man and 

this dress code is often described a “high 
cow.” It is what you would wear to a leather 
club’s anniversary dinner being held in a 
nice restaurant. You would not show up 
without shoes, without a shirt, or without 
pants! You would not show up in a tank top. 
It is full-dress leather. If you are a member 
of a leather club attending another club’s 
event you would wear your club vest, the 
vest with your back patch. If you’re a cur-
rent leather titleholder, you would wear 
your sash. If you do not have any leather 
you will look just fine in something black. 
Black jeans, black shoes or boots, and a 
black shirt would be perfect. 

Speaking of the color black brings up 
another issue. Many 
items of clothing 
have extra mean-
ing in the leather 
community and the 
color of that item 
adds even more 
meaning. Someone 
who is new to the 
community may not 
even be aware of the 
hanky code. Wiki-
pedia defines the 
“hanky code” as “a 
color-coded system 
employed usually 
among the gay male 
casual-sex seek-

ers or BDSM practitioners in the leather 
subculture.” This practice of wearing vari-
ous colored hankies is traced back to San 
Francisco right after the Gold Rush when 
“because of a shortage of women, men 
dancing with each other at square dances 
developed a code where the man wearing 
the blue bandana took the male part in the 
square dance and the man with the red 
bandana took the female part.” The mod-
ern hanky code is traced back to New York 
City in the early 1970s when a journalist 
from the Village Voice joked that “instead 
of simply wearing keys to indicate whether 
someone was ‘top’ (keys on left) or ‘bot-
tom’ (keys on right), it would be more ef-
ficient to subtly announce their particular 
sexual focus by wearing different colored 
hankies.” I’ve seen some really long de-
tailed charts with hanky codes. Some of 
the basic hanky color codes are: white 
/ masturbation, black / S&M, dark blue / 
anal sex, light blue / oral sex, grey / bond-
age, red / fisting, yellow / watersports and 
orange / anything, anytime, anywhere. It is 
important to note that in the leather com-
munity orange is not the new black! When 
placing the hanky in the back pocket the 
top-in-left-pocket, bottom-in-right-pock-
et rule still applies. I recall a contestant 
at a leather contest who when asked on 
stage to list his hanky colors provided a 

very long list for both right and left pock-
ets. He quickly added, “But never all at the 
same time because all those hankies at 
once make my butt look huge!” With the 
introduction of leather in various colors, 
the hanky colors continue in the choice 
of leather items. That pair of black leather 
pants with the red stripe down the side is 
not just a fashion statement. You will also 
see armbands worn on the left and/or right. 
The meaning is the same and goes back to 
the placement of keys. 

I’ve interviewed many leather titlehold-
ers and I always ask how they became 
involved in the leather community. For all 
of them it started that first time that they 
found the nerve to walk into a leather bar. 
They were all very nervous and frightened 
but pushed themselves to take that first 
step. Once they walked in they discov-
ered many friendly people. I am sure that 
all those folks worried about going to their 
first MAL discovered the same thing – and 
I am sure they will be back. Don’t worry 
so much. Put on those jeans and come to 
a leather event. You will be glad you did. 
Class dismissed. t

half horse?” At this point my friend turned 
around and stated, “The Centaur, MC, is 
a leather club and we produce this event, 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend. We’ve 
done so for 30 years. We hope that you’re 
having a good time.” That was a perfect 
reply to an awkward moment. 

If you are planning to attend a major 
leather event, it wouldn’t hurt to know a 
little about it. Google Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend (MAL), International Mr. Leath-
er (IML), Cleveland Leather Awareness 
Weekend (CLAW), International Ms. Leath-
er (IMsL), American Brotherhood Weekend 
(ABW), etc., and read a little about the his-
tory, what the event is all about, and what 
is expected from at-
tendees. For many it 
starts with that age-
old question. What 
do I wear? 

Proper dress was 
one of the biggest 
topics on the MAL 
Facebook page. 
Starting with the 
person who want-
ed to attend MAL, 
but was worried 
because he didn’t 
have any leather. 
How can I show my 
face at Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Weekend if 
I’m not dressed in leather? The answer is 
very simple. It’s not a problem. The Ship-
Mates’ Club of Baltimore for example is 
defined in the bylaws as a “leather / Levi 
social club.” A pair of jeans and a t-shirt 
will work just fine. Stay away from a “prep-
pie” look. Leave those designer sweaters, 
khaki pants, and polo shirts at home. In 
recent years the leather community has 
also embraced “gear.” The lobby of the Hy-
att at MAL will filled all weekend with guys 
in spandex wrestling suits or tight football 
pants and jerseys. Those outfits may not 
be leather, but they are a fetish and fit right 
in – just don’t mix and match. That leather 
harness overtop of the wrestling singlet just 
looks a little odd. I always live by the “one 
of the Village People at a time” rule. A guy 
in a policeman uniform looks hot, an army 
uniform looks hot, and a cowboy looks hot. 
The policeman/army/cowboy, not so much! 

On Saturday night at MAL the big 
“Leather Cocktails” event is held. This 
event always gets everyone even more 
confused because the event is “formal 
leather.” I once judged a leather contest 
and during the category of “formal leather” 
a contestant came out on stage in a tux-
edo. It was not a leather tuxedo, it was a 
regular tuxedo. The judge next to me re-
marked, “I could not possibly roll my eyes 
any harder!” For those who have leather 

 Today’s Class: 
Leather 101 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

“I always live by the 
‘one of the Village 

People at a time’ rule. 
A guy in a policeman 
uniform looks hot, an 
army uniform looks 

hot, and a cowboy looks 
hot. The policeman/
army/cowboy, not so 

much!”
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Valentine’s Day
at 

Grand Central
Photos by Skip
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Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services Directory

Attorney Books & Gifts

Counseling Financial Massage

Movers Pet Care Staffing
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March 1st
Benefit Show for Ada Buffet at 9:00 pm

March 4th
Leon’s Fat Tuesday Mardi Gras party at 8:00 pm 

Happy Hour till 2:00 am

March 8th
SSt. Patty Day Show featuring Shawnna and Friends

Show begins at 9:00 pm

Dance Sundays
Join DJ Normal and dance the night away

College Mondays
Join Jerrod for Happy Hour till close

Karaoke Wednesdays
with KJ Randy with KJ Randy at 8:00 pm

Singalong Thursdays 
Oldies and Showtunes with DJ N at 8:00 pm

Every First Friday
Mary's Party, Live Music

Every First Saturday
Ada Buffet Drag Show

SSeven Days a Week
Happy Hours 4pm to 10pm, Buy One Get One

Leons Voted Best Gay Bar 2013; City Paper'


