
Mrs. Kate O’Malley.
• An estimated 300 opponents of same-

sex marriage – mostly clergy – gathered 
at Lawyers Mall in Annapolis to protest the 
marriage bill.

FEBRUARY
• The LGBT community celebrated 

Black History Month.
• The U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 

struck down California’s Proposition 8 – a 
ban on same-sex marriage – as unconsti-
tutional.

• Governor O’Malley addressed the an-
nual Lobby Day gathering of at least 500 at 
Lawyers Mall with the emphasis clearly on 

2012: The LGBT Year in Review
BY StEvE ChARing
The year 2012, as in the case of any year, 
had its ups and downs. We saw historic 
struggles ending up with historic victories. 
We saw heroes and villains aplenty. We 
went through a rough and tumble expen-
sive presidential election. We witnessed 
triumphs and natural disasters. And we 
ended up experiencing the effects of the 
horrific slaughter of innocent little kids and 
brave adults in Newtown during the heart 
of the Christmas season.

For the LGBT community, the quest 
for marriage equality in Maryland – put-
ting gays and lesbians and their families 
on an equal footing with our heterosexual 
counterparts – was clearly the top story as 
chronicled in the events below. The eight-
year struggle, which at times seemed 
nearly impossible to attain, culminated in a 
decisive victory for equality. For transgen-
der rights, there were mixed results.

As we take a look back at this past 
year, we recognize that the marriage suc-
cess isn’t the final chapter of the story but 
just the beginning as there is so much more 
work left to do. But 2012 was a watershed 
year for our community, and amidst the 

—continued on page 4
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gov. O’Malley after signing the marriage equality bill into law

horrors of the tragedies that beset human-
ity, we should celebrate our achievements 
and work towards making 2013 better than 
2012.

JAnUARY
• Various leaders of Maryland’s trans-

gender community met with Gary May-
nard, the state’s Secretary of Public Safety 
and Correctional Services, in Towson to 
discuss improving the safety of transgen-
der persons who are incarcerated.

• As the 2012 Maryland General As-
sembly got underway, Del. Mary Washing-
ton introduced a bill in the House of Del-
egates taking effect in October that would 
criminalize harassment and bullying us-
ing electronic and social media including 
Facebook.

• A statewide gender identity anti-dis-
crimination bill was introduced in the Sen-
ate. 

• A bill to legalize same-sex marriage 
was introduced in both houses.

• A bill introduced to the Baltimore 
County Council by Councilman Tom Quirk 
to protect county residents from discrimi-

nation on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
passed.

• The Maryland Corporate 
Council, a non-profit organi-
zation to promote networking 
among LGBT businesses and 
professionals, was launched in 
Baltimore.

• The National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force Confer-
ence on Creating Change was 
held in Baltimore with NAACP 
president Benjamin Jealous as 
the keynote speaker with addi-
tional remarks made by Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake and 

marriage equality.
• The third annual Bmore Proud con-

ference took place at UMBC whereby over 
200 LGBT students and allies representing 
10 Baltimore area colleges and universi-
ties participated with Del. Mary Washing-
ton as the keynote speaker.

• New Jersey Governor Chris Christie 
vetoed a marriage equality bill passed by 
the state legislature.

• The Maryland Senate and House of 
Delegates passed a measure that would 
legalize same-sex marriage in the state as 
celebratory emotions poured out through 
both chambers as the votes were an-
nounced.

 Lobby 
Day, 2012
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today, so engaging people to communicate 
with their legislators was a much heavier 
lift. I also had to nurture and grow Equality 
Maryland as an organization. In the early 
years, especially, before I hired more staff, 
I worked 80-hour weeks for several years, 
and it took a toll. Thankfully, some excep-
tional individuals accepted my invitation to 
join the staff and board, and they remain 
leaders in the movement today, and re-
ceive tremendous credit for the victory that 
was just achieved.

My second big challenge at the time 
was that I had to contend with a lack of 
enthusiasm for the marriage equality issue 
among many people. Some LGBT individu-
als were extremely unenthusiastic, feeling 
that pursing marriage equality was akin to 
assimilating, or that it was being too “in 
your face.” Others felt it would detract from 
other serious LGBT issues, which was a 
very valid concern. In addition, a lot of 
legislators – many of whom later became 
some of our biggest champions – refused 
to come out with their support until it was, 
in their opinion, politically safe. Several 
people – those who should have been 
100% supportive – outright worked against 
us.

SC: Who, if anybody, gave you hope 
that this struggle could become a real-
ity down the road?

DF: The civil rights leaders who spoke 
out for marriage equality really boosted 
morale – individuals like Julian Bond and 
Congressman John Lewis, who we invited 
to Maryland to speak on the issue. Certain-
ly the late Sen. Gwendolyn Britt, who was 
a Freedom Rider with her husband, Travis, 
in the 1960s. Sen. Britt was enthusiastic 
about sponsoring our marriage equality 
bill, but passed away just days before it 
was to be introduced in 2008. 

Faith leaders really buoyed my spir-
its, as well. The enthusiasm, especially, of 
Unitarian Univeralists, was what led me to 
later want to lead a national social justice 
initiative sponsored by that denomination. 

Many legislative leaders kept the fire 
burning – from people Sen. Rich Ma-
daleno, who worked vigorously from the 
very beginning to build support with his 
colleagues, to folks like former Del. Todd 
Schuler, who sponsored the marriage bill 
without a thought for whether it meant he 
might lose reelection in his conservative 
district. 

Every time I went to speak to groups 
like Howard County PFLAG, groups with 
amazing energy and passion, and often 
with young queer people, I felt embold-
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month after I 
began, mar-
riage equal-
ity became 
a major is-
sue because 
the Mas-
s a c h u s e t t s 
Supreme Ju-
dicial Court 
ruled that it 
was uncon-
s t i t u t i o n a l 
in the Com-
monwealth to 
d iscr iminate 
in civil mar-

riage against same-sex couples, sending a 
shock wave across the nation. With every 
fiber of my being, I wanted to achieve the 
freedom to marry in our state.

The amazing folks at the ACLU and I 
began talking about the prospects of pur-
suing marriage equality through the courts 
in Maryland. Working together, our orga-
nizations filed a lawsuit in 2004. We re-
cruited exceptional plaintiffs and launched 
an accompanying educational campaign in 
the court of public opinion. 

In Annapolis, Equality Maryland fought 
against attempts to prevent a constitution-
al ban on marriage for same-gender-loving 
couples. We also began to pursue legal 
protections for same-sex couples in the 
form of concrete domestic partner laws. 
With great advocates in the General As-
sembly, we passed bills to allow couples to 
make medical decisions and post-mortem 
decision decisions for one another, as well 
as to access basic inheritance and real es-
tate tax transfer protections. Although for-
mer Gov. Bob Ehrlich vetoed those mea-
sures, they were finally signed into law 
when Martin O’Malley became Governor.

We were overjoyed when the Baltimore 
Circuit Court ruled in favor of our constitu-
tional arguments in 2006, but by the end of 
2007, the high court had ruled against us, 
4-to-3. It was devastating and clear that 
marriage equality would have to be passed 
by the legislature in Maryland, and there-
fore, most likely, by the voters as well. In 
2008, we introduced a marriage bill in the 
General Assembly, with 25% of the legisla-
ture signing on as sponsors at the outset. 
And the legislative journey ramped up.

SC: What were your biggest chal-
lenges at the time?

DF: There were two big challenges. 
The first was simply building our movement 
and increasing the LGBT community’s po-
litical power. Social media wasn’t what it is 

 nEWS // LOCAL

BY StEvE ChARing
In the afterglow of 
Maryland’s stun-
ning achievement 
in winning marriage 
equality at the ballot 
box, one thing must 
not be forgotten. Of 
the many pioneers 
in the movement 
who helped lay the 
groundwork for the 
eventual victory, one 
person stands out: 
Dan Furmansky. 

The former ex-
ecutive director of 
Equality Maryland discusses with balti-
more outloud’s Steve Charing his early 
triumphs and disappointments in the quest 
for marriage equality, his own marriage to 
Jonathan Wood, and how he has come full 
circle by officiating other couples’ nuptials. 

The full interview appears on Balti-
moreoutloud.com.

Steve Charing: What are your 
thoughts on the success of the mar-
riage equality win in Maryland?

Dan Furmansky: There are so many 
things that excite me about this win. Most 
importantly, it’s the fact that I am profound-
ly in love with our state, and I was genuine-
ly worried that my love for Maryland would 
be affected by a negative outcome. It’s a 
tremendous sigh of relief. 

Second, there is something so sweet 
about a victory after we have worked so 
long to achieve this goal and met with so 
many disappointments and false starts. 
Thankfully, it was just one of so many 
great victories that occurred during the 
past election. 

Third, I’m so glad our movement will 
have more time and energy to work on safe 
schools and addressing bullying head-on, 
eliminating health care disparities for sex-
ual minorities, and increasing acceptance 
and legal equality for gender non-conform-
ing Marylanders – not to mention the many 
other progressive issues that motivate us. 

Finally, I’m thrilled that I can now of-
ficiate weddings in Maryland, since I have 
always said I won’t sign marriage licenses 
in jurisdictions that don’t have marriage 
equality. Our day has come!

SC: When did you take up the cause 
of marriage equality at Equality Mary-
land?

DF: In 2003, I became executive direc-
tor of our state’s LGBT civil rights organiza-
tion, Free State Justice (which we rebrand-
ed as Equality Maryland the next year). The 

Dan Furmansky: Marriage on His Mind

Dan Furmansky

—continued on page 9
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Book Your Wedding For January or February in 2013 or 2014 
And Receive 25% Off! Valid for New Bookings Only, with a Minimum of 40 Guests. Cannot 

be combined with other offers. Additional conditions may apply.

Turn Your Wedding Day into a 
Destination Wedding Weekend!
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American Fusion Restaurant
• Overnight Stay in the Hotel, featuring 
over 170 Guest Rooms
• Relax and Rejuvenate in the Spa
•Celebrate Your Special Day in one of 
Four Beautiful Ballrooms, accommodating 
up to 600 guests

Call 410-465-1200 or email  sales@turfvalley.com today!
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• The legislature failed to take up a 
gender identity anti-discrimination bill.

• 17-year-old Trayvon Martin was 
gunned down in Sanford, Florida, by 
George Zimmerman prompting anger and 
protests from the LGBT community.

MARCh
• The LGBT community celebrated 

Women’s History Month.
• Governor Martin O’Malley signed the 

Civil Marriage Protection Act into law in 
front of hundreds of cheering supporters.

• The Maryland Marriage Alliance, op-
ponents of the marriage equality law, be-
gins efforts to gather sufficient signatures 
to petition the law to referendum.

• Dante Parrish was convicted of mur-
dering gay 15 year–old Jason Mattison, Jr. 
and was sentenced in April to life without 
parole.

• The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
names Chad Griffin as the new president 
whose tenure would take effect in June.

• A “White Pride” group with anti-gay 
messaging had formed at Towson Univer-
sity and was met with protests and a stu-
dent forum to discuss concerns.

• Governor O’Malley spoke to 365 
Catholics at a New Ways Ministry sympo-
sium in Baltimore where he touted the Civil 
Marriage Protection Act and promoted 
equality.

• A New Jersey jury found Dharun Ra-
vibach guilty in connection with the suicide 
of gay fellow Rutgers student Tyler Clem-
enti and was sentenced in May to 30 days 
in jail.

• AIDS Action Baltimore celebrated its 
25th anniversary with a gala at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Baltimore.

• HRC obtained a secret document 
from the National organization for Mar-
riage which disclosed its strategy of driving 
a wedge between African-Americans and 
the LGBT community on marriage equality.

APRiL
• An effort to secure enough signatures 

to kill the gender identity anti-discrimina-
tion law in Baltimore County through a ref-
erendum failed.

• The semi-annual Gender EDGE Col-
lective attracted a gathering at Red Em-
mas’s Bookstore Coffeehouse to help 
empower gender variant and queer indi-
viduals through art and creativity.

• GLSEN-Baltimore sponsored the Stu-
dents of Color Organizing Conference at 
the Sheraton Baltimore City Center.

• President Obama criticized the Min-
nesota marriage amendment characteriz-
ing it as divisive and discriminatory.

• Former Senator Rick Santorum, 
known for his anti-gay views, dropped out 
of the GOP primary leaving the field open 

for former governor of Massachusetts Mitt 
Romney.

• Baltimore Archbishop Designate Wil-
liam Lori publicly vowed he would work to 
overturn the law that would legalize same-
sex marriage through referendum.

• Marylanders for Marriage Equality 
announced that Josh Levin, a native of 
Chicago, would head up the campaign to 
defeat the expected referendum aimed at 
overturning the Civil marriage Protection 
Act.

• Former Maryland governor Robert 
L. Ehrlich, Jr. predicted in a column in the 
Baltimore Sun the marriage law would fail 
as a result of a prospective referendum.

• The U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission has determined that 
job bias against employees on the basis of 
gender identity amounts to sex discrimina-
tion under existing law.

• Retiring gay Congressman Barney 
Frank called Mitt Romney’s anti- gay views 
“despicable.”

• Moveable Feast was rec-
ognized for its community ser-
vice by receiving the first an-
nual William Donald Schaefer 
Helping People Award.

MAY
• The Gay & Lesbian Com-

munity Center of Baltimore 
started a comprehensive stra-
tegic planning process facili-
tated by Odette Ramos, presi-
dent and CEO of Strategic 
Management Consulting, LLC.

• Voters in North Carolina 
approved an anti-gay consti-
tutional amendment that bans 

same-sex marriage.
• The Den, which serves as a safe 

space for LGBTQ youth ages 13-24, 
opened at the GLCCB.

• Three days following Vice President 
Joe Biden’s revelation on meet the Press 
that he supports marriage equality Presi-
dent Obama completed his “evolution” and 
announced on abc News that he thinks 
“same-sex couples should be able to get 
married.”

• The Maryland Court of Appeals by a 
unanimous 7-0 vote ruled that same-sex 
couples legally married in other states and 
D.C. may obtain divorces in Maryland.

• The NAACP issued a resolution sup-
porting marriage equality.

• Former Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell voiced his support for marriage equality.

• Opponents of same-sex marriage in 
Maryland surpassed the requisite number 
of signatures to place the law on the ballot 
in November for the voters to decide in a 
referendum.

• TransPride drew nearly 150 to South-
west D.C. in the 6th annual event.

• A U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of California declared Section 3 of 
the Defense of Marriage Act unconstitu-
tional for violating equal protection rights.

• Over 50 marriage equality advocates 
from various PFLAG chapters in Maryland 
met in Columbia for a strategy briefing.

• Rookie Redskins quarterback Robert 
Griffin III was among a dozen NFL play-
ers who said they would welcome a gay 
teammate.

JUnE
• DeSean Bowman, a young African-

American gay man was killed in East Bal-
timore prompting a vigil with the Guardian 
Angels and LGBT leaders to take place in 
July.

• President Obama proclaimed June 

Pride Month and included marriage equal-
ity in his proclamation.

• Pride events took place throughout 
the world with Baltimore’s Pride featuring 
the traditional parade that was preceded 
by a high-heels race, block party and fes-
tival.

• PFLAG Mom June Horner of Sykes-
ville, Md. was selected to be the Baltimore 
Pride parade’s Grand Marshal.

• Stefany Hoyer Hemmer, the daughter 
of Rep. Steny Hoyer, came out as lesbian.

• The GLCCB announced that board 
president Trevor Ankeny has been re-
placed by Bud Beehler as part of a re-
vamping of the Center’s leadership.

• Mollie Olgin and Kristene Chapa, a 
lesbian couple, were shot in a Texas park.

• The second annual Diversity Week-
end took place in Westminster, Md.

• Former Miss Phoenix (bar) Michael 
Joseph Root who performed as Michelle 
Rose passed away at his Ocean City home 
at the age of 46.

• Marylanders for Marriage Equality – 
the group leading the effort to defend the 
marriage equality law – opened offices in 
Baltimore and Silver Spring and began hir-
ing staff.

• More than 20 statewide LGBT groups 
including Equality Maryland met with Ad-
ministration officials at the White House on 
federal initiatives and policy changes that 
would benefit the LGBT community.

• Exodus International, an “ex-gay” 
group admits there is no “cure” for being 
gay.

JULY
• Washington County in Western Mary-

land began offering partnership benefits to 
employees who legally married their same-
sex partner in other states and D.C.

• Popular TV journalist Anderson Coo-
per came out in an email to blogger An-
drew Sullivan that said, in part, “The fact 
is, I’m gay.”

• The Club Hippo, Maryland’s largest 
gay bar, celebrated its 40th anniversary.

• Barney Frank, the first openly gay sit-
ting member of Congress, married his part-
ner Jim Ready.

• Fourth of July parades and events 
around the state featured advocates for 
marriage equality.

• Attorney Aaron Merki was named 
executive director of Free State Legal 
Project, a Baltimore-based organization 
serving the legal needs of the low-income 
LGBT community.

• The International AIDS Conference 
drew over 30,000 in D.C. with former Pres-
ident Clinton among the speakers.

2012: YEAR in REviEW

2012: thE LgBt 
YEAR in REviEW

– continued from front page 

President Obama announces support for 
marriage equality

Pride Parade
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• Longtime Baltimore LGBT activist Lisa 
Polyak announced her resignation as chair 
of the Equality Maryland board of directors.

• Many pro-marriage equality advo-
cates were stunned to see people they 
knew including family members who were 
listed as those who signed the petition to 
place the marriage law on the ballot.

• Sally Ride, the first female astronaut 
died from pancreatic cancer at the age of 
61 left Tam O’Shaughnessy, her same-sex 
partner of 27 years, as her survivor. 

AUgUSt
• Gay rights activists staged a National 

same-sex kiss day at Chick-fil-A in response 
to the company’s CEO Dan Cathy’s opposi-
tion to same-sex marriage, the company’s 
donations to anti-marriage equality organi-
zations, and to demonstrators who “appreci-
ated” the chain.

• The annual Chesapeake Pride festival 
took place at Mayo Beach in Anne Arundel 
County.

• A gay man, Joseph Alexander “Alex” Ul-
rich, Jr., 40, was shot to death near the Bel-
vedere Hotel and Lawrence R. Peterson, 56, 
was critically wounded in an apparent robbery 
attempt. A suspect was apprehended three 
weeks later.

• Republican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney selected Rep. Paul Ryan of Wiscon-
sin, who opposes same-sex marriage, to be 
his running mate.

• Light Brigade Maryland held its first of 
two dozen pro-marriage equality events at 
the Dulaney Valley Road Bridge over the Bal-
timore beltway.

• The Republican platform includes a 
federal constitutional amendment banning 
same-sex marriage.

• Todd Akin, who has a long anti-gay re-
cord in Congress and is running for U.S. Sen-
ate in Missouri, said a woman can resist preg-
nancy after a “legitimate rape.” 

• Del Maggie McIntosh joined 
the Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality campaign to handle its 
strategic decision-making.

• Del. Mary Washington, the 
first ever openly gay African-
American legislator in Maryland, 
was awarded the David Bohnett 
LGBT Leadership Fellowship at 
the Harvard Kennedy School in 
Boston.

• Anti-gay Delegate Emmett 
C. Burns, Jr. wrote a letter to 
Steve Bisciotti, the owner of the 
Baltimore Ravens, protesting 
linebacker Brandon Ayanbadejo’s 
support for marriage equality.

SEPtEMBER
• Several openly gay delegates spoke be-

fore the Democratic National Convention, and 
marriage equality was included in the Party’s 
platform.

• Governor O’Malley attended a star-stud-
ded fundraiser in New York to help defend 
Maryland’s marriage law in the referendum 
and later stated the campaign needs another 
$2 million.

• Rev. Al Sharpton was among a group of 
prominent black clergy that urged Maryland 
voters to support the state’s same-sex mar-
riage law while another group of pastors held 
a dueling news conference advocating for the 
law’s repeal.

• Former Pittsburgh Pirates owner Kevin 
McClatchy who is the chairman of the nation’s 
third largest newspaper company has come 
out, saying he hopes it will spark change.

• California Gov. Jerry Brown signed an 
executive order banning reparative therapy 
aimed at changing the sexual orientation of a 
minor from gay to straight.

OCtOBER
• The LGBT community celebrated Gay 

History Month.
• Entering its 10th year, Baltimore Black 

Pride held a week-long celebration of black 
LGBT life and culture with workshops, galas 
and spiritual services.

• Keith “Ebony” Holt, Lea Gilmore, Dale 
Guy Madison and the community organiza-
tion AIRS received Black Pride Awards.

• Ravens center Matt Birk publicly ex-
pressed his opposition to same-sex marriage.

• The Spotlighters Theatre marked its 
50th anniversary with the presentation of bus 
Stop.

• A transgender student was suspended 
then reinstated after a fight with another stu-
dent at Patapsco High School.

• Julian Bond, the former chair and current 

Chairman Emeritus of the NAACP recorded 
an ad in the Baltimore and D.C. markets to 
present his support for the marriage law.

• Hopkins alum Mayor Bloomberg do-
nates $250,000 to Maryland marriage effort.

• Former Senator Arlen Specter, a pro-
LGBT rights advocate, died at the age of 82.

• Angela McCaskill was placed on leave 
by Gallaudet University from her job as a di-
versity officer after it was revealed she signed 
an anti-gay marriage petition.

• Fox 45 News 
holds town hall on 
marriage equality.

• TV ads from 
Marylanders for Mar-
riage Equality includ-
ed Rev. Donte Hick-
man, Rev. Delman 
Coates and others to 
offset the Maryland 
Marriage Alliance 
ads.

• Hurricane San-
dy struck the East 
Coast wreaking havoc and causing billions 
of dollars in damage along the New Jersey 
shoreline and NYC.

• Baltimore hosted the annual Out & 
Equal Workplace Advocates Summit at the 
Convention Center.

nOvEMBER
• President Obama, the most pro-LGBT 

president in history was reelected to a second 
term.

• Question 6 succeeded in Maryland by a 
52-48 percent margin thereby upholding the 
marriage equality law and becoming the 7th 
state plus D.C. to legalize same-sex marriage.

• Baltimore City, Anne Arundel, Baltimore, 
Howard, Fredrick 
and Montgomery 
counties provided 
margin of victory.

• Maine and 
Washington vot-
ers also supported 
marriage equal-
ity at the ballot box 
joining Maryland 
on Election Night.

• Minnesota voters defeated an anti-gay 
marriage amendment to their state constitu-
tion.

• Marriage advocates in Maryland cel-
ebrate historic victory with parties throughout 
the state.

• Pro-LGBT rights Democrat John Delaney 
ousted Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, a 20 year Con-
gressman.

• Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin was elect-
ed as the first open lesbian to the U.S. Senate 

2012: YEAR in REviEW

was among a total of 6 openly gay candidates 
who were elected to Congress.

• Openly gay Del. Heather Mizeur (D-Mont-
gomery) considers a run for governor in 2014.

• Stacie Laughton, a New Hampshire 
Democrat, became the first openly transgen-
der person elected to a statewide office in the 
U.S. 

• The 14th annual International Transgen-
der Day of Remembrance was observed at the 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore.

• Equality Maryland put 
forth their post-marriage 
agenda.

• Marylanders for Mar-
riage Equality raised nearly 
$6 million to defend the 
marriage law in the refer-
endum.

DECEMBER
• The LGBT Commu-

nity observed World AIDS 
Day on the first.

• Pennsylvania State Representative Mike 
Fleck, a Republican, came out as a gay man.

• The American Psychiatric Association re-
moved being transgender from its list of mental 
disorders.

• The Supreme Court announced it would 
hear the cases on California’s Proposition 8 
and a section of the Defense of Marriage Act.

• Maryland began issuing marriage licens-
es to same-sex couples which can be effective 
as soon as Jan. 1, 2013.

• Catholic University declines to recognize 
LGBT group.

• Saba becomes first Caribbean island to 
legalize same-sex marriage.

• Longtime pro-LGBT rights Democratic 
Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii died at the 
age of 88.

• Twenty children and six adults were mas-
sacred in Newtown, Connecticut, prompting 
many LGBT folks to demand action on gun 
control legislation and improvements to the 
mental health system.

• Sen. Barbara Mikulski was appointed as 
the first woman to chair the prestigious Senate 
Appropriations Committee.

• Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
shifted his position on marriage for same-sex 
couples, urging Republicans to heed public 
opinion and move toward acceptance of the 
freedom to marry.

• The Centers for Disease Control and In-
fection reported that the new HIV infection rate 
among young gay and bisexual men rose by 
22 percent between 2008 and 2010.

• Anti-gay Del. Donald H. Dwyer was 
charged in connection with a boating accident 
in August that sent several people to the hos-
pital. t

Chesapeake Pride Festival
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Court blocks 
California gay 
therapy ban
San Francisco, CA – Therapists who 
counsel patients under 18 years of age on 
changing their sexual orientation to avoid 
homosexuality won an emergency order 
from a federal appeals court in San Francis-
co temporarily blocking a California law that 
outlaws the practice. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals in San Fran-
cisco granted a request by therapist David 
Pickup and others who are suing to overturn 
the law signed Sept. 30 by California Gover-
nor Jerry Brown, a Democrat. “California was 
correct to outlaw this unsound and harmful 
practice, and the attorney general will vig-
orously defend this law,’’ Lynda Gledhill, a 
spokeswoman for California Attorney Gener-
al Kamala Harris, said in an e-mailed state-
ment. The opponents of the law appealed a 
Dec. 4 ruling by U.S. District Judge Kimberly 
Mueller in Sacramento, who said citizens 
don’t have a right to choose a mental health 
treatment the state has deemed harmful to 
minors. Parents seeking the therapy can still 
get it through churches or unlicensed provid-
ers, Mueller said. The appeals court didn’t 
give a reason for its ruling yesterday. “This 
law is politically motivated to interfere with 
counselors and clients,” Matthew Staver, a 
lawyer with Liberty Counsel, a nonprofit le-
gal group representing Pickup. “This law is 
an astounding overreach by the government 
into the realm of counseling and would have 
caused irreparable harm.”

Free Speech Another federal judge in 
Sacramento, ruling in a separate case, said 
a family therapist, psychiatrist and aspir-
ing therapist who sued to block the law are 
“likely to succeed” on their claims that it vio-
lates constitutionally protected free speech 
rights. Judge William B. Shubb’s ruling 
barred the state from enforcing the measure 
against those three people until their lawsuit 
is resolved. The appeals court granted the 
injunction pending the outcome of the thera-
pists’ appeal. The law was scheduled to take 
effect on January 1. (bloomberg News Kar-
en Gallo at bloomberg.net)

compiled by Jim becker

Funding for 
homeless gay youth 
program in trouble
Philadelphia, PA – A Philadelphia-area 
homeless and runaway youth housing 
organization is facing a funding gap that 
could potentially shut down its LGBT youth 
program. Valley Youth House provides 
services, counseling, life skills and a vari-
ety of programs for homeless and runaway 
youth in Philadelphia. Its PRIDE Program, 
founded in January 2010, is geared to-
wards LGBT youth, ages 18-21, whose 
needs are often different from heterosexual 
and cisgendered individuals. However, the 
program may be terminated if new funding 
cannot be secured. 

According to grant writer Kathi Krablin, 
the PRIDE Program received a start-up 
$200,000 grant through the American Re-
investment and Recovery Act’s Homeless-
ness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program, which expired in September 2011. 
The program receives an additional $40,000 
from the Homeless Assistance Fund, which 
has helped it sustain itself for now. Its base 
program budget is $90,000. The organiza-
tion has applied for and been denied grants 
from Calamus Foundation, Claniel Founda-
tion and Samuel P. Mandell Foundation and 
has a pending application with the Spruce 
Foundation. Krablin said the program will 
reapply for the HAFI funding and will likely 
make a decision on the future of the pro-
gram by the summer. 

According to PRIDE Program life-skills 
counselor Sarah Morrison, the initiative 
was founded after Valley Youth recognized 
a real need for resources for the growing 
number of LGBT homeless and runaway 
youth in Philadelphia. “We wanted to cre-
ate a place where LGBT youth could go, 
feel embraced, supported and encouraged. 
There are so many youth who were not 
in foster care that were in need of hous-
ing and support,” she said. Morrison said 
the LGBT youth come from a variety of 
situations, including abusive households. 
“Sometimes the youth have been kicked 
out of their homes because of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity and some-
times their families cannot afford to house 
them anymore,” she said. The program cur-
rently serves 22 youth with Morrison as the 
only staff member. “We are the only home-
less and runaway program that focuses on 
LGBT youth,” she said. “There are no other 
programs like us in the area.” (Philadelphia 
Gay New – angela thomas at epgn.com)

of making a false report. Charlie Rogers, 
a former University of Nebraska basketball 
star, entered a no contest plea, which al-
lowed her to not admit guilt but state that 
she wouldn’t offer a defense. 

Roger’s attorney said she maintains 
her innocence but didn’t want a court fight 
or more of the intense publicity that her 
case has generated. 

“She has a very sensitive personality, 
and this has been a very frightening ex-
perience on many levels,’’ attorney Brett 
McArthur said after the hearing in Lincoln. 
“She’s not a particularly outspoken person 
in the gay community.’’

Rogers, 34, could face up to a year in 
jail and a $1,000 fine when sentenced in 
February.

Lancaster County Attorney Joe Kelly 
declined to comment Monday, saying he 
could not discuss the case until after Rog-
ers was sentenced. He wouldn’t say what 
sentence prosecutors would recommend.

Rogers was charged a month after tell-
ing police in July that three masked men 
broke into her home in Lincoln, assaulted 
her and carved derogatory words into her 
body. A neighbor told police that Rogers 
crawled from her home naked, bleeding 
and screaming for help. Police believe she 
faked the attack because she believed it 
would spark change. 

Investigators have said that evidence 
gathered at her home undermined her ac-
count of what happened, including a pair 
of gloves that Rogers said didn’t belong 
to her but contained mostly her DNA and 
none from a male. Police said she deleted 
several text messages she’d sent the eve-
ning of the alleged attack, and that she’d 
recently purchased a box cutter and zip 
ties. 

Police also pointed to a message she 
posted on her Facebook page shortly be-
fore the incident that read: “So maybe I am 
too idealistic, but I believe way deep inside 
me that we can make things better for ev-
eryone. I will be a catalyst. I will do what it 
takes. I will. Watch me.” (bay Windows & 
associated Press – Grant Schulte at bay-
windows.com)

Arizona school 
principal criticized 
for punishment
Mesa, AZ – A high school principal is being 
criticized for punishing two male students 
by having them hold hands in a school 
courtyard as other students shouted ho-
mophobic slurs. 

Tim Richard, who started as principal 
at Mesa’s Westwood High this year, was 
the subject of news reports after pictures 
of the boys holding hands surfaced online 
in late November. 

The boys were reportedly being pun-
ished for fighting and selected handhold-
ing as an alternative to being suspended.

A petition on Signon.org called for 
Richards’ dismissal for encouraging and 
legitimizing bullying in schools. 

“This particular incident sends a clear 
message to gay students. It equates be-
ing gay or perceived as gay to punishment, 
and ranks it alongside being thrown out of 
school,” the petition said. 

“The knock-on effect of this sanctioned 
bullying will only serve to exacerbate the 
social ostracism that too many gay and 
lesbian students still experience in public 
schools.” t (echo magazine at echomag.
com)

BEYOnD thE BELtWAY

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Charlie Rogers

Nebraska woman 
guilty of false 
claim of attack
Lincoln, nB – A Nebraska woman who 
claimed she was attacked by three men 
who carved anti-gay slurs into her arms 
and stomach was has been found guilty 

Westwood high School prin-
cipal tim Richard
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At the end of last week, December 21, 2012 
there were a number of folks who were con-
vinced that the end of the world was upon us. 
I had a few ask me what I thought might hap-
pen. I told them I was absolutely sure of one 
thing. That day would sport the fewest hours 
of daylight in 2012. How did I know this with 
certainty? It’s been that way since 1582 when 
Pope Gregory XIII signed a decree correcting 
a long standing error in the Julian calendar 
that had resulted in “Easter” creep. Of course 
not everybody bought in on the change right 
away and Britain and her empire did not do so 
until 1752. Some things 
take time.

I know – a mundane 
history lesson. But the 
point is that there was no 
evidence of anything un-
toward happening on that 
Friday save for what had 
happened for hundreds 
(billions?) of years on that 
date: the Winter Solstice. So despite dire pre-
dictions from some, a nutty Hollywood movie, 
and not a lot of basis in science and fact there 
were some who were relieved when nothing 
happened (aside from the bit I have already 
mentioned). It was essentially a bunch of un-
founded hub-bub that amounted to nothing, 
nada, bupkis.

And so went 2012 for trans rights in Mary-
land and nationally as well. In December of 
2011 – yes I know not part of 2012, but bear 
with me – there were two substantial events 
for trans persons. The first was the Glenn v. 
brumby case in the US 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals determined on December 6, 2011. 
In this case the justices ruled that trans dis-
crimination is sex discrimination based on the 
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amend-
ment. Woo-hoo for Florida, Georgia, and Ala-
bama and anybody that is interacting with the 
“state” in those places. Everybody else, may-
be not so much. Will another court agree? 
Maybe, maybe not. Regardless it is a huge 
step forward.

The night before, Howard County Coun-
cilmembers had found the courage to pass 
a trans anti-discrimination the law in Howard 

County. Although there were a few naysay-
ers, the vast majority of folks spoke in favor 
and the bill was successful. A month later in 
January 2012 the same process began, and 
came to fruition, in Baltimore County on Feb-
ruary 21, 2012. The language of both of those 
bills was largely identical to that of Howard 
County, who had patterned their bill on that of 
Montgomery County from 2007.

But in Baltimore County there was a 
fight put up by folks who decided that trans 
people were a threat to them, and deserved 
being discriminated against. They showed up 
in force, pushing pseudo science, innuendo, 
anecdotal evidence and outright distortion 
and lying. They predicated horrific outcomes 
if the bill was passed. Terrible things would 
happen to women and children. Some of 
them too graphic for me to repeat here, but 
not for opponents to repeat in front of a Girl 
Scout Troop that was attending a session of 
the Council. 

On April 20, 2012 the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) ruled in 
macy v. Holder that trans individuals are pro-
tected by Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
The result of that outcome is that the EEOC 
will now accept Title VII claims for trans dis-
crimination nationwide. The decision is bind-

ing on federal organiza-
tions and will likely be 
used as a basis for deci-
sions made with respect 
to claims against private 
sector employers. This is 
huge for trans persons.

The last big event of 
2012 for the trans com-
munity was the modifica-

tion to the American Psychiatric Association’s 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, Version 
5 (DSM-5) which removed Gender Identity 
as a disorder on December 1, 2012. Put in 
a nutshell, trans persons are no longer con-
sidered mentally ill. Of course, that is some-
thing many of us have known for years, if not 
decades. But with a stroke of a pen, just as 
homosexuality was removed in 1973, trans 
folks were “cured.”

These are huge strides in a single 
12-month period. The world has changed. 
Even Vice President Joe Biden has spoken 
out on the matter. And we are hopeful that for 
2013 our legislators in Annapolis have taken 
note. All indications are that they have. 

So perhaps this is the year we succeed. 
But getting back to the end of the world, de-
spite this progress there are still folks that will 
persist in using old and stale information and 
rhetoric, and most notably their most effective 
weapon: fear. We have to be ready to coun-
ter them and deflate their outrageous claims. 
And despite those concerns the sky has not 
fallen in any of four Maryland jurisdictions. I 
wonder how many of them thought the world 
was going to end on December 21st? t

The End of the 
World as We 

Know It

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

 “Put in a 
nutshell, trans 
persons are no 

longer considered 
mentally ill.”
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ened to keep chugging along. More than 
anything, it was the people who opened 
up their lives to sue the state for marriage, 
who came to lobby days year after year, 
who held house parties and showed up for 
our jazz brunch, who shared their stories 
of how much they wanted to marry, who 
volunteered in our office, testified in An-
napolis, and who donated time and money 

to the cause year after year after year. It 
truly took a movement to make this hap-
pen. 

SC: After you stepped down at 
EQMD you found other interests. Fill us 
in on those.

DF: When I left Equality Maryland for 
good after 2009, I became a political and 
communications consultant, primary to 
progressive non-profits. I spent two years 
running a national, interfaith social justice 
campaign called Standing on the Side of 
Love, focused on a variety of issues, in-
cluding LGBTQ equality, migrant rights, 
racial justice and religious bigotry. It was 
great to branch out and find myself, for in-
stance, participating in civil disobedience 

in Arizona when SB1070 – the racist, anti-
immigrant law – was scheduled to go into 
effect. Or to organize against human rights 
violations perpetrated by U.S. Border Pa-
trol against migrants, or to recruit people 
across the country to stand in solidar-
ity with American Muslims at particularly 
frightening times, like when people were 
making the news for burning the qur’an or 
attempting to shut down mosques. And I 
was also fortunate to have the flexibility 
with the campaign to donate a month of my 
time in 2011 to the marriage equality ef-
forts in Annapolis. 

Now, I’m an independent consultant 
for a few groups, including an organization 
working to protect courts from politicization 
and special interests so they can remain 
fair and impartial, as well as an organiza-
tion that implements innovative strategies 
to promote conscientious food choices, re-
duce farm animal suffering, and advance 
sustainable agriculture. And I have a side 
business officiating weddings! 

SC: When and where did you and 
Jonathan get married?

DF: After three years together, this past 
Labor Day Weekend, I married the love of 
my life, Jonathan Wood, on Cape Cod Bay. 
Jonathan grew up in Brewster, MA, on the 
Cape, and his parents still live there, so it 
made sense for many reasons to have our 
wedding in his beautiful hometown, and in 
the first state in the country for marriage 
equality. We were engaged for more than 
a year and felt strongly that we didn’t want 
to put our wedding on hold to see what the 
outcome would be this November in Mary-
land. So we had a lovely, intimate wedding 
right on the Bay, barefoot in the sand un-
der a homemade chuppah, with about 40 
guests, and our 16 year-old dog, Joni. It 
was a perfect day.

One of the surprises of our wedding 
was the presence of unexpected specta-
tors along the beach, including several 
teenagers. A few days after our wedding, 
(Facebook.com/ jonathan.wood.5030) 
Jonathan and I went to thank our friends 
Susan and Phillip for opening their home 
and beach to us for the ceremony. Susan 
said her neighbor has a 14-year-old son 
her neighbor believes is gay. He watched 
our ceremony, and later said to his mom, 
“I think there’s life left for me yet.” We will 
never forget that.

SC: Briefly discuss your latest work 
as a wedding officiant and what led you 
to that.

DF: Around 2005, I got approved to le-
gally officiate weddings so that when Mary-
land’s court ruled with us, I could marry 
those couples with whom I had a special 
connection, and who didn’t already have a 

clergy member they would go to. In 2006, I 
officiated my first wedding, for friends who 
are like family. The experience was amaz-
ing. I loved bringing their relationship alive 
in the ceremony, and creating something 
really personal, sacred, and memorable. 

I continued to officiate here and there 
for friends and acquaintances, and finally, 
in 2009, I launched a formal business, 
Ameaningfulday.com, as a wedding offi-
ciant. Of all my work, marrying people is 
by far the favorite thing I do. Every couple 
deserves a ceremony that is truly personal 
and meaningful, that reflects who they are 
as individuals, and their journey together. I 
simply love tailoring the experience to the 
couple – whether they are a blended fam-
ily, an interfaith couple, spiritual but not re-
ligious, or desirous of something entirely 
out-of-the-box. 

At this point, I have officiated roughly 
75 weddings – many in Washington, D.C. 
for couples who traveled from out of state. 
What a thrill to say “…by the power vested 
in me by the laws of our nation’s capital, 
the District of Columbia…”! For a couple 
from Tennessee or Alabama or Florida – 
for any of us, really – there is great power 
in that statement alone. t
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ACtS OF kinDnESS

and her children experienced a personal 
tragedy. Their home was destroyed by 
a house fire that claimed all of their per-
sonal belongings and family memorabilia, 
except for a few things they 
were able to carry out. You can 
only imagine how this could 
break someone’s spirit. But not 
Afreeka. With the help of their 
family and friends, Afreeka and 
her children are picking them-
selves up and restarting their 
lives.

In spite of the challenges 
in her life, or maybe even be-
cause of them, Afreeka is dedicated to 
giving back to her community and helping 
others in need. There have been several 
times throughout her career when a fellow 
coworker has been in need, and Afreeka 
is usually the person to coordinate a col-
lection or among the very first to donate 
to the coworker. Every Christmas, Afreeka 
chooses a fellow coworker who has had a 
rough year, and she coordinates a collec-
tion to help that person provide a nice holi-
day for his or her family. Additionally, last 

A Story of Giving
BY MARY tAYLOR 
It’s Christmas time, peace on earth, and 
all that stuff. Not for some. We all have 
listened to the news and have seen the 
horror going on in the world today, chil-
dren killed in a place they thought was 
safe, families having no home because of 
a storm. We could go on and on, but let’s 
not.

I had a good friend send me this story 
the other day, and it got me to thinking 
of just how much kindness goes around, 
not only at this time of year, but all the 
time. I want to share this with you, how 
one woman through all the bad things that 
have been thrown at her, still has the will 
and time to help those less fortunate than 
herself. 

Afreeka Baez grew up in the Trenton, 
New Jersey, area and had a very difficult 
childhood. Rather than becoming a prod-
uct of the welfare system, she chose to 
better herself and her family. By partnering 
with a local organization seven years ago, 
she was able to find a home in which to 
raise her three children. 

Unfortunately, this past July, Afreeka 

month following Hurricane Sandy’s devas-
tation to the Northeast, Afreeka stepped in 
and helped others once again. She con-
tributed time at charitable organizations, 
led clothing drives, and made sure no child 
missed out on a birthday celebration.

Afreeka is especially devoted to ensur-
ing every child has a special 
celebration on his or her birth-
day. Afreeka is an extremely 
talented baker and has part-
nered with HomeFront to pro-
vide a birthday celebration for 
the children in the program. In 
addition to just baking a beau-
tiful cake for them, she even 
takes her own money and buys 
the child a few gifts to make 

their day extra special.
Afreeka has started her own organiza-

tion called “Afre’Cakes for Kids” to fulfill 
her mission of acknowledging and honor-
ing these children on their birthdays. (Visit 
Afrecake.com for more info). The mis-
sion of Afre’Cakes for Kids is to inspire, 
encourage, and build self-esteem to dis-
advantaged and at-risk youths through-
out Mercer County, New Jersey, and the 
surrounding areas. They do this by ac-
knowledging and honoring these children 

on their birthdays. They do this by creat-
ing a custom birthday cake for the child 
and providing a special birthday gift. 
They provide this service free of charge. 
With the soaring rates of poverty and 
homelessness in the Mercer County area, 
they are determined to make sure that no 
child goes unnoticed on their birthday. 
Many times we take for granted the simple 
gestures of cards, gifts, and cakes on our 
birthday. Afre’Cakes believes that with this 
small act of kindness, they can change a 
life, one child at a time.

Stories like this remind me what the 
holidays are all about: the gift of giving. My 
parents like most, taught us it was better 
to give than to receive. I too forget that les-
son sometimes till a story like this hits me 
in the face. Not gay, not straight, not black 
or white just human to human. I am sure 
there are many other stories about Acts of 
Kindness. If you know someone that has 
gone that one step beyond the rest, send 
us their story to and we may print it too. 
Send them to articles@baltimoreoutloud.
com.

Have a very safe holiday and most of 
all; celebrate the small things in life too. 
Thank You for all your support over the 
past 10 years. We’ll see you in 2013! t
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FAith // SPIRIT SPEAKS

BY ShiRLi hUghES
Like many, I’ve been in mournful prayer 
and sorrowful reflection over the horrific 
shooting at the elementary school in New-
town, Connecticut. For me, it is almost un-
imaginable to think that in the blink of an 
eye, the sounds of an elementary school’s 
hallways and playgrounds 
could go from the sweet 
trills of children’s laughter 
and joy to the sickening 
sound of bullets tearing 
into small bodies, shouts 
of confusion, desperate 
pleas for help. How was it 
possible? Why did it hap-
pen? 

Whether or not you 
celebrate Christmas, 
many of us cling to the 
belief that there’s some-
thing or someone “bigger” than ourselves 
out there, somewhere. Many of us have a 
pressing need to hold onto to the sense of 
hope and wonder that we once had as chil-
dren, that “good things” are possible dur-
ing this of year, if no other.

So in the wake of what happened, 
how does one find the strength to go on, 
to “believe” that this time of year really is 
somehow more magical than any other? 
Where is the hope? Where is the faith that 
if we just believe hard enough, everything 
will work out for the greater good? My first 

answer to these dif-
ficult questions was, 
“I don’t know” where 
the hope is.

But even as my 
hope-less driven, im-
pulsive “I don’t know 
where the hope is” 
answer popped into 
my spirit, it was re-
placed by a greater 
truth, in the form of 
a friend, calling un-
expectedly to say 

hello and to tell me that she was emailing 
me pictures of her new granddaughter. I 
could not wait to get off the phone and see 
this precious new life. I needed to feel joy 
and I needed it immediately and what bet-
ter way to get it than looking at baby pic-

Hope out of Despair
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tures? I hurriedly clicked 
open the email from my 
friend and gazed into 
the sweetest and big-
gest brown eyes, little 
fat cheeks begging to be 
squeezed and adorable, 
angelic toothless smile 
that I’d seen in a long 
while. In that moment, I 
knew that I was looking 
at hope, in the form of 
this cuddly angel. 

The picture of this 
beautiful child was the 
reminder that I needed, 
that we are each others’ 
hope. We are each the 
hope that we have been looking for and in 
some cases, waiting for. As simplistic as it 
seems, I believe that as long as we have 
each other to lean on and to turn to, we 
have hope. I would like to think that if we 
could just take a little more time each day 
to look at each other with and through eyes 
of love and tolerance, we just might see all 
of the hope we need reflected back at us. 

We must remember that we are the 
hope. We are all that stands between mad-
ness and sanity, hurt and healing, deliber-

ate cruelty and unfailing grace and kind-
ness, hatred and love. We are the hope, 
alive and shining and this means that we 
can be the light on someone else’s path 
of gloom and shadow. We can be the rea-
son that someone believes that each day 
is worth living. We can choose life over 
death. And if we can choose life over 
death, maybe, just maybe, we can show 
someone else how to do the same thing.

Today, I am hope-filled and hope-full. I 
wish the same for you. t

 “We must 
remember that we 
are the hope. We 

are all that stands 
between madness 
and sanity, hurt 

and healing.”
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Come Celebrate Your Pride with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 
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LivELY ARtS // OUT ON SCREEN

BY ChUCk DUnCAn
I love musicals, both on stage and on screen. 
les misérables is my all-time favorite stage 
musical because of the amazing staging, the 
catchy melodies and the incomparable voices 
needed to sing that incredible score. The show 
is a three-hour-plus epic 
spanning several decades 
of love, loss, a never-ending 
hunt and a revolution. To 
see this story performed on 
stage is what the theatrical 
experience is all about, and 
you’re really drained emo-
tionally after it’s all over.

So how does one trans-
late such an epic piece of 
stage work to the big screen? 
I think director Tom Hooper 
has come up with the perfect 
solution by keeping the film 
epic in scale while still mak-
ing the performances much 
more intimate than they 
can ever be on stage while 
you’re sitting in a balcony seat a mile away.

In telling the story of Jean Valjean (Hugh 
Jackman), the man who stole a loaf of bread 
for his sister and her son and served nineteen 
years of hard labor for the deed, Hooper has 
a huge fan base to appease but he has to 
appeal to broader audiences who may have 
never seen the show. The opening scene is 
certainly huge in scope as teams of prisoners 
struggle to pull a capsized ship into what looks 
like some sort of dry dock, and more of these 
large scale set pieces appear throughout the 
movie. But Hooper manages to bring the au-
dience into the story by keeping his actors 
in sometimes extreme close-up during their 
songs, which gives that feeling of intimacy, like 
you are right there with them.

Hooper also tried something different from 
the usual studio musical by having his cast 
sing live, giving more emotional oomph to the 
songs. It’s certainly a dangerous way to go but 
it helps sell the story and the performances, 
because it’s still odd to basically have people 
sing their dialog. Unlike the show, there are 
several lines of actual spoken dialog in the film 
that help punctuate a particular moment.

If you have seen the show, then you know 
the cast has to have powerful voices and 
Hooper’s cast, mostly, lives up to that legacy 
but with the luxury of being able to bring more 
emotion to a song without having to play to 
the back row. Jackman, a Broadway show-
man, makes the role of Valjean his own… and 
that’s not easy when he’s sharing a scene with 
original stage Valjean, Colm Wilkinson. He 
brings the anger, compassion, fear and love 

that the role requires and makes Valjean a 
truly heroic figure. Many people were scratch-
ing their heads when Russell Crowe was cast 
as Inspector Javert because he has a decid-
edly non-Broadway voice. He starts off a little 
scratchy and shaky at the start, but he really 

goes into good voice 
by the time of Javert’s 
final solo number, so 
my hat’s off to him for 
even braving the part. 
The rest of the cast is 
excellent as well, with 
Eddie Redmayne, 
Amanda Seyfried, 
newcomer Samantha 
Barks, Isabelle Allen, 
Aaron Tveit, and Dan-
iel Huttlestone show-
ing off their powerful 
singing skills. Sacha 
Baron Cohen and Hel-
ena Bonham Carter 
are also great comedy 
relief, showing up to 

lighten the proceedings (and to give you time 
to wipe away some tears… and there will be 
many, many tears shed).

Besides Jackman, the standout perfor-
mance is Anne Hathaway as the tragic Fan-
tine, the worker thrown out of Valjean’s factory 
because of a bunch of jealous co-workers, who 
has to turn to a life of prostitution in order to 
keep her child Cosette (Allen and Seyfried as 
younger and older) safe with the Thenardiers 
(Cohen and Carter). She gets the show’s sig-
nature tune, i dreamed a dream, and makes it 
powerful, personal and painful during a single, 
masterful take with no edits. You can feel her 
pain during that song, and Hathaway just gives 
it her all. Dare I say this could be a potential 
Oscar-winning performance a la Jennifer Hud-
son’s showstopping dreamgirls number?

Hooper has managed to take an amazing 
musical from stage to screen without compro-
mising the source, opening up the film with 
some grand camera work (the transitional 
scenes between the years are pretty awe-
some), while keeping it small at the same 
time. I had fears that the movie could never 
live up to the stage show, but Hooper, his 
cast and crew have done a masterful job of 
bringing les misérables to the big screen. 
If I had one complaint, I would say that the 
orchestra seemed to have been kept more 
to the background, perhaps to enhance the 
singing, but I had hoped for a richer sound-
ing musical score. Other than that, the movie 
is an outstanding representation of the show 
and I look forward to seeing it again… and 
again. t

Les Misérables: Intimate Drama The Guilt Trip: Guiltless Pleasure
BY ChUCk DUnCAn
We’ve all seen our fill of buddy comedies 
over the years with the buddies being in 
various situations, from the cops of 48 
Hours to the boozing friends of the Hang-
over. And they all pretty much have the 
same formula: friends are put together for 
some reason, friends go on some kind of 
journey, friends get on each others’ last 
nerve and hate each other, friends learn a 
lesson, friends are best buds by the time 
the credits roll.

And the Guilt trip is really no differ-
ent… except the “buddies” this time around 
are a mother and son played by Barbra 
Streisand and Seth Rogen. Probably one 
of the more unlikely pairings ever commit-
ted to film. The plot of the movie is pretty 
simple: Andy has developed a revolution-
ary new cleaning product and he’s taking 
a cross country trip to various retailers to 
see if he can pitch his cleaner and land 
an account. His mother Joyce is the typical 
cinematic Jewish mother, wondering when 
Andy is going to get married while still buy-
ing him underwear from The Gap, much to 
his chagrin. Except Joyce has a bit of a 
secret – she was in love with another man 
while she was dating Andy’s father, but the 
guy never wanted a committed relation-
ship, so she married her second choice… 
and she named her son after her first true 
love.

Of course, this revelation hits Andy like 
a ton of bricks, but instead of completely 
freaking out about it, he tracks the guy 
down, finds out he’s single and living in 
San Francisco, so he plans an extra stop 
on his sales pitch tour, and invites Joyce to 
tag along… without telling her why. Joyce 
thinks her son just wants to spend eight 
days with her driving across country and 
she’s thrilled. Of course, comedy, drama, 
and an emotional end to the journey are all 
in place but the witty script and mahvelous 
performances from Streisand – like buttah 
– and Rogen help 
rise the film above 
the clichés.

I love Streisand 
when she’s funny. 
One of my all time 
favorite comedies 
is What’s up, doc?, 
so to see Barbra 
flexing her come-
dic muscles once 
again – and let’s 
just all forget about 
little Fockers – and 
looking fabulous to 

boot, is a real treat. She plays the neurotic 
mother who won’t go on a date because 
she doesn’t want to give up eating M&Ms 
in bed, who dotes on a son she thinks went 
to school in California to get away from 
her, who considers her best friend a thera-
pist, who always has a wise word of ad-
vice (even though Andy is too headstrong 
to hear anything she says), who loves her 
son no matter how badly he treats her, to 
perfection. And the woman can put away 
a steak too!

Rogen is perfect as the uptight science 
nerd who refuses to listen to any advice 
regarding the name of his product, Scieo-
clean, the color of the label, or his terrible 
marketing pitch, and is incredibly uptight 
around his free-spirited mom who likes 
to discuss his penis and listen to a sexy 
romance novel CD (which she insists on 
calling a “book on tape”) while they drive 
across country. The two play perfectly off 
each other and it’s almost like Ryan O’Neal 
(the nerd) and Barbra (the free-spirit) to-
gether again in What’s up, doc? No matter 
how good a script might be, a good com-
edy really depends on good chemistry be-
tween the leads, and Streisand and Rogen 
have that chemistry.

Some familiar faces pop up along their 
journey including Kathy Najimy, Miriam 
Margolyes, Casey Wilson, Brett Cullen, 
Yvonne Strahovski, Colin Hanks, Nora 
Dunn, and Adam Scott – all in single scene 
roles. The majority of the film features 
unknowns who lend a bit more authentic-
ity to the journey. The script manages to 
be pretty funny even while following the 
buddy comedy formula, but the twist at the 
end was a surprise and made the whole 
trip even more meaningful. In the end, 
Andy and Joyce have learned things about 
themselves and each other during their 
travels that strengthens their relationship, 
and will have you smiling as you leave the 
theater. t
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through adolescence. His dancing is simply spectacular. 
He displays the power, grace and form that is required of 
a potential world-class ballet dancer.

His performances were sparkling especially in the out-
standing duet with Michael “Expressing Yourself” and then 
“Angry Dance.” Parets soared to new heights (literally) in 
a number when he imagined how he’d be dancing ballet in 

Swan lake several years down the road. He is paired with 
his future being (Christopher Howard) in a moving, artisti-
cally choreographed number.

The other elements of this show – the orchestration 
(conductor Bill Congdon), lighting (Rick Fisher) and sound 
(Paul Arditti), and costume design (Nicki Gillibrand) – are 
stellar. 

Just a few days removed from the massacre at New-
town that sickened the nation where 20 young children 
will never realize their dreams, the fairy-tale billy elliot the 
musical comes along in the heart of the Christmas holiday 
to offer the right medicine. t

Billy elliot the mUsical plays through december 30 
(except christmas) at the Hippodrome theatre, 12 North 
eutaw Street, baltimore. it runs for two hours and 50 min-
utes with a 15-minute intermission. tickets are available 
at the box office, all ticketmaster outlets, or call 410-547-
Seat. 

LivELY ARtS // OUT ON STAGE

BY StEvE ChARing
The last thing macho Jackie Elliot needed was his 11-year-
old son Billy hoping to be a ballet dancer. After all, Mr. El-
liot is widowed, a miner about to go on a protracted strike 
in a grimy English coal mining town in 1984, struggling to 
make ends meet while heading a household that includes 
his two sons and their grandmother, and where gender 
stereotypes are always in the forefront. But that’s exactly 
what Dad is confronted with, and that dilemma forms the 
central theme for the astounding production of billy elliott 
the musical now playing at the Hippodrome Theatre.

Billy is forced to take boxing lessons by his Dad be-
cause that’s what young men are expected to do in that 
part of the country. Like his grown-up brother Tony, Billy is 
assumed to follow in his father’s footsteps and enter the 
mines. But the paradigm dissolves when Billy stumbles 
into a ballet class following his boxing 
lesson. There he meets dance instruc-
tor Mrs. Wilkinson who persuades him 
to join the heretofore all girls class and 
perform some steps.

Billy discovers he has a talent for 
dancing, and this is how he hopes to 
pursue his dreams. Mrs. Wilkinson no-
tices this as well and pushes hard for 
him to gain an audition at the presti-
gious Royal Ballet School in London de-
spite significant social, economic, and 
family obstacles. 

This struggle is juxtaposed against the community’s 
anguish and uncertainty caused by the miners’ strike in 
County Durham, in North Eastern England. The eventual 
support that Billy receives from his family and the miners 
is touching.

billy elliot the musical is based on the superb 2000 
film billy elliot. The music is by Elton John, and book and 
lyrics are by Lee Hall, who wrote the film’s screenplay. 
The show captured 81 awards worldwide including ten 
2009 Tony awards including Best Musical on Broadway, 
where it ran from October 2008 to January 2012 at the 
Imperial Theatre. Nearly 1.8 million people saw the 1,344 
performances.

On its national tour, the mounting at the Hippodrome 
under the direction of Stephen Daldry, who helmed the 
Royal Court Theatre production, and multiple award-win-
ning choreographer Peter Darling, is profoundly sensa-
tional. John’s and Hall’s music is energetic, thematic and 
effectively underscores the powerful plot. But with all the 
dramatic dialogue – and there is plenty of that – a gener-
ous sprinkling of British humor breaks the tension.

Just about all the musical numbers are either toe-
tapping fun or they bring the serious moments to life. As 
good as the dramatic dialogue is, the music takes it to lofty 
heights. Numbers such as “Shine,” “We’d Go Dancing,” “ 
Dear Billy,” “Deep Into the Ground,” and “Once We Were 
Kings,” were emotive.

Others, such as “Solidarity,” “Expressing Yourself,” “An-
gry Dance,” and “Electricity” are authentic show-stoppers 
that garnered thunderous ovations from the audience.

Darling’s dance numbers – a highlight of the produc-

tion – is an eclectic mixture of tap, hip-hop, jazz, acrobat-
ics and folk dancing. While the show’s plot is centered on 
ballet, the predominant dance form is tap and deliberately 
so. “Tap is rhythmically exciting and such an expressive 
kind of dance,” says Darling. “At the same time, it’s syn-
onymous with show business and musicals. And billy el-
liot is very much a musical; it’s not a ballet.”

The entire company is out-
standing, and all speaking parts 
require English accents. Rich He-
bert as Mr. Elliot perfectly played 
the complex character to the hilt. 
Dealing with his son’s passion for 
dancing and later fully supporting 
it while coping with the effects of 
the strike is a daunting challenge 

for sure, but Hebert 
pulled it off. His num-
ber “He Could Go 
and He Could Shine” 
with his older son 
Tony (Cullen R. Tit-
mas) was solid. His 
rendition of “Deep in 
the Ground” was one 
of the show’s high-
lights. He even dis-
played some clever 
comedic moments at 

Billy’s audition.
Janet Dickinson as Mrs. 

Wilkinson is one of the plot’s he-
roes. She saw in Billy the poten-
tial that nobody else could and 
was his biggest advocate. Her 
vocals were quite good when 
called upon (“Shine,” “Dear Bil-
ly”) and she was a powerful dra-
matic force throughout.

Patti Perkins as Grandma 
gave a strong performance, and 
her revelation about her abusive 
late husband and her long-held desire to dance is powerful.

Billy’s best friend Michael, played by Jake Kitchen the 
night this performance was reviewed, is another interest-
ing character. He is the one soul his age Billy could con-
fide in. Billy was surprised by the fact that Michael likes 
to wear his sister’s clothes now and then and Michael ex-
plained it that his father wears women’s clothes routinely. 
Billy seems taken aback when Michael kissed him on the 
cheek, revealing a crush he has for Billy.

With all the interesting characters, this show is about 
Billy Elliot. On this night, the role was played by 13-year-
old Massachusetts resident Noah Parets. He is one of four 
boys alternating the part on the tour. To say young Parets 
stole the show would be an understatement. Charismatic, 
fresh and spunky, Parets played the role as it was de-
signed. 

Parets’ vocals are steady with a sweet voice that has 
yet to undergo the dreaded deepening as he progresses 

Billy Elliot Dances into Your Heart

 Billy-noah Parets as Billy Elliot credit: Doug Blemker

“Charismatic, 
fresh and 

spunky, Parets 
played the 

role as it was 
designed.”
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Lively Arts//Out on Stage
Photo File Names: David Drake 
Photo Caption: David Drake as Tawny Heatherton
Photo Credit: Steven Weiner
Callout: “It’s like I’ve caught a fresh whiff of that magic 

that has long swirled in that tiny, sacred space on Street Paul 
Street.” – David Drake

A Very Tawny Christmas to Benefit the Spotlighters

LivELY ARtS // ART

BY MiChAEL FARLEY
After a politically-charged 2011, 2012 culture-
producers seemed to be more interested in the 
minutiae of contemporary life and our relation-
ship with our cultural heritage. The past year 
itself seemed to be the focus of many exhibi-
tions – as if “2012” had come to symbolize “the 
future” of our immediate past. This year, more 
than ever, really felt like we had arrived in the fu-
ture: we talked about the apocalypse via iPhone 
video calls, flipping channels on flatscreen TVs 
between a tropical storm battering New England 
in autumn, fluorescent-haired digitally-retouched 
pop stars, holographic Tupac, advertisements 
for electric cars, and live video streaming from 
Mars. 

Byte Marks at tank – Josh Nukem recently 
opened his new gallery space on the ground 
floor of the Copycat with this mostly-MICA group 
show celebrating the 
marriage of technology 
and sculpture. DIY cir-
cuitry and robotics were 
applied to comically 
futile ends; Nick Os-
ter’s on/off consisted 
of robotic arms rotat-
ing to turn each other’s 
switches endlessly off 
and on again while a 
nearby intervention by 
Mike Kolliner spun a 
disc cut from the gal-
lery wall in place. My 
personal favortie was 
Nukem’s own work; the salvaged sign from the 
defunct North Avenue KFC rigged with a robotic 
arm gently caressing Colonel Sander’s face with 
an American flag. 

Gran Prix at nudashank – Sprawling 
across four gallery spaces, this ambitious show 
brought together zeitgeist-seizing artists from 
Baltimore and New York to reflect on the rela-
tionship between the digital and the real or the 
ephemeral and concrete. Artists attempted to 
freeze moments in time and create a material 
culture for an information-based era. It’s far too 
large and diverse of an exhibition to sum up in 
one paragraph. It is best understood, appropri-
ately enough, through googling images of the 
show. 

Future Daze at Open Space – This well-cu-
rated group show embraced 2012 as the prom-
ised future of a perhaps overly-optimistic past. 
Rather than scorn the naivety of the modern-
ists, who looked forward to the 21st century and 
its utopian promise, the artists in Future Daze 
strove to live up to prophetic expectations us-
ing the resources of our imperfect present. Drop 
ceilings, consumer detritus, and a simple cam-
corder hooked up to a TV monitor were among 

the minutiae of contemporary life transubstanti-
ated by gestures that succeeded in recapturing 
some of the magic “the future” holds. 

(See “Baker Artist Awards, Sexy Polar 
Bears, and Lunar Jaunts,” baltimore outloud, 
September 22, 2012.) 

The Baltimore Modernism Project at D-
Center – This show approached our contempo-
rary relationship with the mid century in a differ-
ent, but no less interesting way. Gems on loan 
from the Baltimore Architecture Foundation’s 
archives included renderings of various historic 
modernist buildings throughout the city, notably 
Mies Van Der Rohe’s Highfield House, complete 
with the auteur’s handwritten notations. (See 
“D-Center Explores Modernism’s Legacy,” bal-
timore outloud, October 19, 2012) 

Revealing the African Presence in Re-
naissance Europe at the Walters Art Mu-

seum – Looking much 
farther back in time, 
The Walters examined 
material culture as 
evidence of the black 
experience in Renais-
sance Europe as well 
as the changing views 
on race by the host 
(or more often, captor) 
cultures. From illumi-
nated manuscripts, to 
figure-inspired design 
objects, and stunning 
oil portraiture, the ex-
hibit was a rare oppor-

tunity to see art from collections across Europe 
assembled to form a narrative on the African Di-
aspora in its nascent centuries. It will actually be 
on display until January 21st, 2013 (See “As the 
BMA Looks to the Future, The Walters Brings a 
New Perspective to the Past,” baltimore out-
loud, December 1, 2012) 

Alex Ebstein at Sophia Jacob – Eb-
stein’s first solo exhibition thoughtfully explored 
the tension between fiber arts and painting. In 
some pieces, strings sat atop a painting; per-
haps as a reminder of the canvas beneath. In 
others, converging strands of yarn seemed to 
mimic renaissance perspectival studies, mar-
rying contemporary “craft” and the concerns of 
the old masters. A queer/feminist reading of her 
work could refreshingly evoke more grins than 
eye rolls; I found myself chuckling at the notion 
of “woman’s work” at times literally penetrating 
painting – so long a boy’s club of machismo. 
Whatever the viewer took away from the am-
biguously simple assemblages, he or she was 
likely looking forward to Ebstein keeping up the 
good work in 2013.

Lesser gonzalez Alvarez’s Make/Shift 
at Open Space – This solo show explored the 

2012: Memorable Art Shows

AN INTERVIEW WITH MITCH GRASSI OF 
PENTATONIX

// IMUSIC

BY gREgg ShAPiRO
Poor little rich girl Lana Del Rey 
got the debutante ball rolling in 
2012 with her premier full-length 
recording born to die (Polydor/
Interscope). A “Dark Paradise” of 
sexually overt lyrics, set in retro 
hipster arrangements, sung in 
a blasé style, Del Rey came off 
as the kid sister of Liz Phair and 
Amy Winehouse. At least that 
was the image she projected via 
songs such as the title cut, “Vid-
eo Games,” “National Anthem,” 
“Million Dollar Man,” “This Is What Makes Us 
Girls” and “Blue Jeans.” But for someone for 
whom image was so essential, her musical 
guest slot on SNL blew up in her pretty face, 
indicating that Del Rey was more of a studio 
artist than a live performer. Rest assured, we 
haven’t heard the last of Miss Del Rey. 

Emeli Sandé conjures a more recent 
retro with “Heaven,” the opening track of her 
debut album our Version of events (Capi-
tol). The exhilarating `90s jungle beat and 
Sandé’s roof-raising vocals elevate the song 
skyward. A soulful belter of the highest or-
der, Sandé’s “version” includes goose-bump 
inducing ballads such as “My Kind of Love,” 
“Clown” and “Suitcase,” as well as forceful 
beat-driven cuts such as “Lifetime” and “Next 
To Me,” qualifying this debut as an event. 

lovers (Victory), the debut disc by The 
Royalty is notable for a couple of reasons. 
First and foremost, the fact that the male-
dominated emo/screamo label (now home to 
lesbian heavy metal artist Otep) would ever 
release such a pop-oriented disc is a bit of a 
victory in itself. When you consider that the 
lead singer of The Royalty is a woman, Ni-
cole Boudreau, the victory is even sweeter. 
Of course, none of that would matter if the 
songs aren’t any good. But they are good! 

Beginning with the addictive drinking song 
“Bartender,” The Royalty royally rocks listen-

ers on “I Want You,” “Mr. Hyde,” 
“Say The Word,’ “Every Little Bit” 
and “Saint Bowie.” 

Shaking the same family tree 
as contemporaries the Black 
Keys and vintage Stax Records, 
Alabama Shakes have the ben-
efit of the estrogen fueled vocals 
of Brittany Howard on their de-
but album boys & Girls (ATO). 
Howard has a gift for commu-
nicating a range of emotions, 
sometimes in the same song. 
Alabama Shakes play Southern 
soul that is deep fried, crispy and 

fragrant. Songs such as “Rise To The Sun,” 
“Heartbreaker,””Hold On” and the title cut 
stick to your ribs and clings to your clothes, 
become a part of you one way or another.

With Perfectly imperfect (RCA), Elle 
Varner takes her rightful place alongside es-
tablished contemporaries such as Beyonce 
and Rhianna. The proof is in “Sound Proof 
Room,” which not only gives Varner a chance 
to express herself, but also displays a unique 
sense of humor. It’s the kind of come-on 
that comes with a provocative wink and a 
wicked grin. Equally intoxicating are “Refill,” 
the stunted seduction of “Not Tonight,” the 
morning after anthem “Oh What A Night” and 
the aptly titled “So Fly.” Perfectly imperfect, 
indeed.

Even if you don’t know Kimbra’s name, 
you’ll probably recognize her voice. It was 
everywhere for most of this year on the un-
avoidable Gotye single “Somebody That I 
Used to Know.” On her own, Kimbra has a 
sound worth exploring on her debut disc 
Vows (Warner Brothers). She’s at her most 
promising on intriguing songs such as “Two 
Way Street,” “Good Intent,” “Come Into My 
Head,” “Sally I Can See You” and the clubby 
bonus track “Warrior.” Kimbra’s (brave) cover 
of “Plain Gold Ring” (made famous by Nina 
Simone) illustrates her good taste and con-
firms her talent. 

Rebecca Ferguson and Cher Lloyd, both 
X Factor competitors, represent the opposite 
ends of the TV talent show spectrum. Singer/
songwriter Ferguson has a voice that con-
jures old-school soul with a modern gloss on 
Heaven (SYCO/Columbia). Comparisons to 
Adele are inevitable, but Ferguson’s talent 
speaks (or sings) for itself, as you can hear 
on “Nothing’s Real But Love,” “Shoulder to 
Shoulder,” “Mr. Bright Eyes,” “Teach Me How 
To Be Loved” and the rhythmic “Run Free.” 
Lloyd, on the other hand, brings far less to 
the table on Sticks & Stones (Epic / SYCO). 
These 10 pre-fab excuses for songs sound 
like a playlist for the post-Radio Disney gen-
eration.  t

Debut-taunts

disconnect between the promises of digital ren-
derings and the reality of recession America. 
Digital prints of disintegrating real estate, re-
mixed corporate logos, and photoshop gradients 
transposed onto a sawhorse and tools blurred 
the lines between the sleek world of images and 
messy subjects such as labor, foreclosures, and 
economics. In one room, cement casts of Big 
Gulps literally fossilized the notion of consump-
tion in corporate America. Lesser Gonzalez Al-
varez successfully captured the neon malaise of 
a generation that is equal parts comfortable with 
the virtual and alienated by the reality of late capi-
talism. (See “Open Space Presents Make/Shift,” 
baltimore outloud, February 24, 2012).  t

Flag as napkin? Caressing the colonel

Emeli Sandé
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LivELY ARtS // PERSONALITIES

BY gREgg ShAPiRO
I first met out actor David Pevsner when we were both “the-
atre jocks” at Niles East High School in Skokie, Illinois. We 
didn’t have a Gay/Straight Alliance way back when, so the 
theater department served that purpose. Since that time, 
it’s been a delight to watch his professional career take off 
as it has. From appearances in the off-Broadway hit How-
ard crabtree’s When Pigs Fly to his own original theatrical 
creations, such as writing songs for Naked boys Singing 
(including “Perky Little Porn Star”) as well as roles on tele-
vision and in movies. David was recently seen portraying 
Elizabeth Taylor’s doctor in the Lifetime 
movie liz and dick. For his first lead role 
in a feature film, he takes on one of the 
most reviled but redeemed characters in 
literature, Ebenezer Scrooge in Scrooge 
& marley (scroogeandmarleymovie.com), 
a contemporary gay retelling of Dickens’ 
a christmas carol. 

gregg Shapiro: What was it that 
drew you to the role of Scrooge in 
Scrooge & Marley?

David Pevsner: At first, I saw the op-
portunity to work in Chicago. My family’s 
still here and I thought it would be great 
to spend time. As far as the role, I never 
thought of myself as the guy to play a typical Ebenezer 
Scrooge, but I loved the take on the character here, and I 
could really identify. He’s built this whole world for himself 
that has no real connection to anyone or anything except 
business, yet in his earlier incarnation, we see him so full 
of love and wonder. How he gets back to connecting on a 
human level is the story here, and I found it so relatable. 
I’ve had my dark void-y times and it made me see him 
as more than just a mean, cranky antagonist. I love him 
throughout, because even at his meanest, he’s still sort 
of witty.

gS: how do you think people will react to this 
variation in the treatment of the classic Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” story?

DP: I hope they take it to heart. It’s a “gay” film in that 
a lot of the stock Dickens characters are in a gay context, 
but the feelings of family and inclusion and self-esteem 
and love are so universal. It’s sort of the family Christ-
mas film for the gays and their friends and family. There’s 
another fun gay Christmas film that was directed by my 
friend Rob Williams (director of a film I appeared in, role/
Play), called make the Yuletide Gay. Scrooge & marley 
has an entirely different feel. Why can’t we have two pe-
rennials? It would be so great if this could be a film that 
people revisit every year, like miracle on 34th Street and 
it’s a Wonderful life. Shooting it, it certainly felt that way. 
It was shot with such heart and goodwill, and our directors 
Richard Knight Jr. and Peter Neville were terrific –sup-
portive, funny, smart, direct, always with an eye to make 
us look good; a pleasure all the way around.

gS: the cast of Scrooge & Marley includes out ac-
tors including Bruce vilanch and Richard ganoung. 
What was it like to work with them on this project?

DP: What a great group. I already knew Bruce from 
writing Naked boys Singing and I see him in L.A. a lot. I 
didn’t know David Moretti or Ronnie Kroell from L.A., but 
we certainly are in the same circles and we had a ball 
together here. I only knew Richard based on his work and 
he is a total sweetheart and a wonderful scene partner 
– all the gays were! That means you too, Megan Cavana-
ugh, and the honorary gay, Rusty Schwimmer! The whole 
cast was so wonderful, mostly great Chicago-based actors 
who really stepped up to the plate and made me keep up. 
I would list them here, but they were all, to a man (and 

woman) fantastic.
gS: Scrooge & Marley is a Christ-

mas movie. Were you raised in a sec-
ular Jewish household with a tree at 
Christmastime or in a more tradition-
ally Jewish home?

DP: I’m Jewish and was raised as 
such in Skokie – Hebrew school, Bar 
Mitzvah, all of it. We did go to (the) 
Sauganash (neighborhood) to look at 
the Christmas lights, but we never had 
a tree. Every year I campaigned for a 
“Chanukah Bush,” but that was never 
gonna happen! Face it, Chanukah is me-
norahs, dreidels, potato pancakes, and 

dirge-like songs, while Christmas is lighted trees, sugar 
cookies, decorated houses, and caroling. We Jews got the 
short end of the celebratory stick [laughs].

gS: Do you have a favorite holiday-themed movie?
DP: I love it’s a Wonderful life but as a little boy, my 

fave was Shirley Temple’s Heidi. I can imitate her calling 
for her grandfather, played by Jean Hersholt. “Grand-
feather! Grandfeather! 
[laughs]” 

gS: What did 
it mean to you to 
make a movie in your 
hometown?

DP: So nice. The 
six degrees thing was 
working overtime – ac-
tors knowing folks I went 
to high school with or 
family members, plus I 
got to see my best girl-
friend of almost 50 years 
and my high school 
drama teacher, besides 
getting to see my folks 
and my sister. I’d love 
to do a play there again. 
Chicago has some great 
actors and a bunch were 
in the film. I felt lucky to 
share the screen with 
them.

gS: You are an ac-
tor who balances a 

Hometown (Chicago) Boy Makes Good
AN INTERVIEW WITH DAVID PEVSNER

film and television acting career with one on the stage. 
Do you have a preference for stage or screen?

DP: I really enjoy playing a great role. Luckily, I’m getting 
more substantial stuff in films these days, and it’s so damn 
fun. They say there’s no such thing as small roles, only small 
actors, but girl, I’ve done the small roles and still do on TV, and 
I like the big roles better [laughs]! I was shooting a short film 
recently that called on everything I have as an actor, includ-
ing a fight scene, and I just thought, it doesn’t get better than 
this. Oh wait, that one was unpaid; still, a ball. As far as I’m 
concerned, it’s the role, not the medium.

gS: What is next for you, David?
DP: I wrote a new one man musical called musical com-

edy Whore, a sequel of sorts to my last show that I did at the 
Bailiwick (in Chicago) a few years ago called to bitter and 
back. I’m working on getting that up. I’m also touring with 
the production of Terrence McNally’s play corpus christi that 
we’ve done all over the world, but now we’re taking it to cit-
ies that we feel really need to hear the message of the play. 
Along with showing corpus christi: Playing with redemption, 
the documentary that was produced about us, we will perform 
the show as a part of the “I Am Love” campaign to help fight 
the bullying epidemic. Film-wise, besides Scrooge & marley,” 
I have a couple of scenes in the Lindsay Lohan/ Elizabeth 
Taylor biopic on Lifetime (liz and dick), I play James Deans’ 
acting teacher (based on James Whitmore) in a film called 
Joshua tree 1951: a Portrait of James dean that’s out on the 
festival circuit, and later this year I’m in a sci-fi/romance film 
called love and teleportation, as well as a bunch of short 
films for festivals, one of which, coach, was directed by 
Sam Raimi’s son, Lorne (who was) so fantastic to work 
with. I’ve had a very busy and creative couple of years, 
and I’m so grateful to get to be an artist full time. t

David Pevsner

Scrooge & 
Marley
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the dark or on wet or icy roads. 
You can get every bit as drunk on beer, 

wine, or eggnog as you can on rum or 
vodka. A drink of alcohol is defined as 12 
ounces of beer or wine cooler, five ounces 
of wine (less for heavy wines like sherry), 
or one-and-a-half ounces of liquor (rum, 
whiskey, vodka, tequila). Two drinks within 
two hours, especially without food, will im-
pair judgment and coordination and raise 
your blood alcohol levels above the legal 
limit. It takes just one drink to impair judg-
ment and coordination for older people, 
for many women, for men who weigh 140 
pounds or less, and for anyone who rarely 
drinks.

You cannot tell how intoxicated a per-
son is by whether they appear to be drunk. 
The best guide to whether a person is im-
paired is not how they feel or how they 
look, but how much alcohol they have 
had to drink and over what period of time 
they drank it. If they have not waited one 
hour per drink, starting after the last drink, 
they are likely to be legally intoxicated and 
should not drive.

It takes about an hour for the liver to 
process one drink of alcohol. That means 
that after four drinks, which many people 
wouldn’t consider excessive at a party, a 
person needs to wait four hours after the last 
drink to be able to drive safely. Do you know 
anyone who waits that long? Sobering-up 
methods like cold showers, hot coffee, and 
fresh air can make a person more alert, but, 
because they don’t lower the blood alcohol 
level, they don’t make a person any more 
sober or help them drive more safely. 

 If you are hosting a party where alco-
hol will be served, it is your responsibility 
not to allow a person who is intoxicated 
to have more alcohol, and not to allow 
them to drive. You should either get them 
home in a cab or put them up overnight. If 
you aren’t used to taking this responsibil-
ity, it may seem odd. If you think about it, 
though, it’s much better to take care of a 
friend then to let him or her drive off intoxi-
cated to kill him/herself or another driver. 

If you think alcohol has to be part 
of a fun night out, ask yourself why. If it 
wouldn’t be fun with a clear mind, is it re-
ally that much fun? 

For your safety, consider not drinking 
at the next party or celebration you go to. 
If you don’t want to do that, avoid driving if 
you drink more than 1 drink. It might be a 
great start to a sane New Year.

All the staff of Baltimore Out Loud wish 
our readers a safe, happy, healthy and 
peaceful 2013. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions to 
her by email at dreva@baltimoreoutloud.com

Was the first resolution you made last New 
Years Day prompted by the headache and 
sick feeling you woke up with on January 
1st? Maybe you had to deal with the con-
sequences of a holiday car accident. Or 
was it the fallout from something you did at 
a party that everyone else remembers all 
too well, but you don’t?

Many people, whether or not they have 
problems with alcohol the rest of the year, 
drink too much over the Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Years holidays. The 
same happens on birthdays, graduations, 
and many other social occasions. Some 
people drink more at these times because 
they feel lonely, shy, or awkward. Some 
drink because “friends” push them to drink, 
or because they think it’s what everyone 
is expected to do at parties. Some people 
drink as a social lubricant, which is another 
way of saying that alcohol releases their 
inhibitions. Each year at the holidays many 
people drink themselves, and others, to 
death through car accidents, suicide, ac-
cidental homicide and murder. People are 
raped or injured, and rape or injure oth-
ers, because of alcohol-related bad judg-
ment and loss of inhibitions. Some die from 
acute alcohol poisoning, which happens 
when a person drinks a large amount of 
alcohol in a short time, resulting in brain 
injury, cessation of breathing and death 
unless the person is immediately brought 
to an emergency department. I diagnosed 
a case of alcohol poisoning in a restaurant 
last week, and called 911 to send her to the 
emergency room.

Why does this happen? One reason 
is that people don’t realize what a power-
ful drug alcohol really is. Brain function is 
impaired after the first drink, well before 
a person begins to feel drunk The first 
effects are poor judgment and slow reac-
tion time. By the time a person is aware of 
being tipsy, they have poor coordination, 
distorted vision, and disorientation. This 
is why people are often arrested for drunk 
driving when they honestly believe they 
are not drunk. Even when a person doesn’t 
feel intoxicated, one or two drinks makes it 
dangerous for them to drive, especially in 
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Try Fun & Sober 
for the Holidays

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

As a life and career coach, I’m in the busi-
ness of helping people to improve them-
selves by reaching personal goals. To do 
that, I help clients to focus on skills, strat-
egies, and all the little tasks needed to 
reach goals. As I say to clients in our initial 
meeting: I help you to get from point A to 
point B, from where you are today to where 
you want to be six months from now, one 
year from now, five years from now.

Although there are many people offer-
ing help with self-improvement, there are 
many ways to focus on different types of 
goals. And the way you focus on a particu-
lar type of goal can make a world of dif-
ference.

As I’ve mentioned in a previous col-
umn, my thinking about my own personal 
development took an important turn when 
I entered my early 30s. Before then, I had 
been thinking about my own personal 
growth as a way for me to figure out what 
was “wrong” with me, get rid of it, and 
replace it with better qualities. I wasn’t a 
good enough man, in my assessment, and 
my goal was to change myself.

However, something happened. I don’t 
recall exactly what led me to this revela-
tion, but I do know that I’ve made some of 
my best breakthroughs after I’ve exhaust-
ed myself with some foolish, dysfunctional 
behavior. After tried and tried and tried 
and failed, I cry “Uncle!” and then I sur-
render myself to a healthier, better way to 
do things.

Well, that happened to me in my early 
30s. Somehow, the idea occurred to me 
that I might just be fine exactly the way I 
am right now, personality quirks and all, 
“faults” and all. I began to entertain the 
notion that maybe the point isn’t to be-
come a different person. Maybe the whole 
point was to accept myself as I was and 
just learn to manage myself better. As I 
now say to my clients, when your per-
sonality quirk is serving you and getting 
good results, let the dog run. If it’s caus-
ing trouble and biting you on the butt, then 
it’s time to put a leash on the dog and get 
it to heal.

I found that, once I accepted myself 
as-is, I had much more energy to devote 
to moving out into the world, setting some 
goals, and going after some of the things 
in life I wanted.

Recently, a client of mine shared a tip 
that she’d read. She said that, to have 
a better time of things when doing per-
sonal development, we shouldn’t “work 
on something.” Instead, we should “work 
toward something.”

As soon as I heard it, I knew she was 
hitting on a really important distinction. 
Let’s break both of the approaches down 
so we can understand them better.

If you’re working on something, it usu-
ally means that it’s broken, and you’re try-
ing to fix it. When it comes to personal-
growth work, it means that we’re thinking 
of ourselves as broken. Not pleasant, mo-
tivating, or energizing!

If you’re working toward something, 
the focus has shifted from who you are 
on the inside to what you want to accom-
plish out in the world. Instead of searching 
around on a wild goose chase to figure 
out where you’re broken, you can focus 
on moving about or creating something 
enjoyable. 

Early in my career, someone asked 
me if I “worked on self-esteem” – which 
means working with someone with low 
self-esteem and coaching them to feel 
better about themselves. The question 
confused me. I knew I’d never helped a 
client evaluate and then fix her or his self-
esteem.

After some additional thought, I fig-
ured out why I’d felt so confused. Al-
though I’d never helped a client to work 
on self-esteem, almost all the work I did 
boosted my clients’ self-esteem. It’s just 
that we did it indirectly.

As a result of building skills and mak-
ing strategic plans, my clients were able 
to accomplish things such as change ca-
reers, overcome shyness and make more 
friends, learn how to write a term paper, 
save money, or graduate from college. Af-
ter achieving these things, my clients felt 
proud. And what is self-esteem if not the 
pride we feel in our ability to function in 
the world and build the kinds of lives that 
would make us happiest? 

Have you ever met someone who 
achieves a lot of their goals and has low 
self-esteem? I haven’t.

If you want to feel better inside, work 
toward something you value on the out-
side. If you’d like an experienced partner 
to guide you on this wonderful journey, 
give me a call today. t

learn more at baltimorelifecoach-
Gerry.com

Work Toward 
Something

// GETTING UNSTUCK

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher
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would apply to an opposite-sex spouse under 
federal law.

is my employer required to provide my 
spouse with rights under my retirement 
plan?

Unlike a plan of a private employer, a gov-
ernmental retirement plan is not required to 
provide any rights to spouses. Nevertheless, 
many governmental plans in practice provide 
such rights. If a particular retirement plan of a 
Maryland state or local government provides 
rights to spouses generally, it will need to pro-
vide them to same-sex spouses.

if i name my same-sex spouse as the 
beneficiary of my retirement plan, what 
are the tax consequences?

Taxes on a distribution can 
be deferred by rolling the money 
over to another plan. Same-sex 
spouses are more limited than 
opposite-sex spouses both in the 
types of plans to which a rollover 
can be made and in the time at 
which distributions must be tak-
en.

What if i work for state or 
local government in a state 
other than Maryland?

Your employee benefits rights 
will be determined by the law of 

the state where you work and the terms of the 
plans that cover you. DC, for example, also 
recognizes same-sex marriage, so your mar-
riage would be recognized there. However, 
those states (such as Virginia) that do not 
recognize same-sex marriage for their own 
residents are also not required to recognize 
the same-sex marriages of residents of other 
states.

What if i work for the federal govern-
ment?

The federal government does not recog-
nize same-sex marriage. Thus, your spouse 
could not participate in any federal govern-
ment plan as a spouse.

Will my same-sex spouse have rights 
under an employee benefit plan of a reli-
gious organization?

That will generally depend entirely on the 
terms of the plan. Churches and similar re-
ligious organizations are exempt from many 
federal employee benefit laws. They are also 
exempt from Maryland law prohibiting dis-
crimination in employment based on sexual 
orientation. Thus, even if you are legally mar-
ried under Maryland law, a church could pro-
vide benefits for opposite-sex spouses and 
refuse to provide them for you.

What if my spouse gets sick, and i 
need to stay home to care for him or her?

Federal rules allowing employees of cov-
ered employers to take up to 12 weeks of 
unpaid leave to care for an ill spouse do not 
apply to a same-sex spouse. However, unlike 

BY CAROL v. CALhOUn 
Last issue, we discussed your rights as a 
married same-sex couple if you work for a 
private employer. This article discusses gov-
ernmental and religious employers, 
as well as an open question that ap-
plies to all employers.

i work for a Maryland state 
or local government which of-
fers health benefits to spouses. 
Does my employer have to allow 
me to cover my spouse under the 
health plan?

Yes. Federal laws do not over-
ride state law with respect to plans 
of state and local governments. And 
Maryland state and local govern-
ments are prohibited from discrimi-
nating based on sexual orientation. Thus, a 
governmental health plan that covers spous-
es will have to include same-sex spouses.

What are the tax consequences if my 
same-sex spouse is covered under my 
health plan?

If your spouse is a dependent (lives with 
you, receives at least one-half of his or her 
financial support from you, and meets certain 
other tests), your employer’s contributions to 
provide spousal health coverage will not be 
taxable to you. If your employer allows for 
pretax contributions to pay for spousal health 
insurance, your contributions to cover a de-
pendent spouse will be pretax.

If your spouse is not a dependent, the 
cost of your spouse’s coverage will be tax-
able to you. Any employee-paid premiums for 
your spouse’s health insurance would then 
be made on an after-tax basis, even if other 
health insurance premiums are made on a 
pretax basis.

What rights does my spouse have if 
he or she loses coverage under my health 
plan?

If you lose your job or become divorced, 
your spouse could continue health coverage 
at his or her own expense for up to 12 months 
under Maryland’s health care continuation 
law. Longer coverage might be available if 
your employer’s plan provides for it. It is un-
clear whether general state nondiscrimina-
tion law could be applied to allow a same-sex 
spouse the longer continuation period that 

Same-Sex 
Marriage: 
Thinking About 
Employee 
Benefits Part 2

// LAW

evoke weighty feelings of uneasiness for 
some people, the benefits of having a will 
far outweighs the initial feelings of uneasi-
ness. The first benefit is that you decide 
what happens to your loved ones and your 
possessions, not the government. You de-
fine the role and the importance that your 
loved ones will hold after you die, not the 
government. Your loved ones will have 
peace of mind in knowing that you have 
prepared a will in a manner that shows 
care for them. They will not have to guess 
about your wishes. If the person or people 
that you love do not fall into the category 
of your “next of kin,” then they will not have 
a “say” in your affairs after you die unless 
you give them the legal power to do so. 
In short, the benefit of preparing a will is 
that it is a tool to empower your loved ones 
to have a say in your affairs after you die. 
The people or person that you love in life 
should not be left out in the cold after you 
die simply because you procrastinated or 
were uneasy about thinking about death. 

There are some terms that you should 
know when it comes to preparing a will. In 
Maryland, the personal representative is 
the person who manages your affairs after 
you die. The term personal representative 
basically has the same meaning as the fa-
miliar term “executor.” The term estate ap-
plies to everything that you own including 
real estate, houses, land, bank accounts, 
jewelry, cars, clothing and all of your pos-
sessions. 

When you prepare your will, you will 
make decisions that will be honored, if your 
will is prepared correctly according to the 
law. Of course, it is generally best to hire an 
estate planning attorney to advise you and 
to draft your will in accordance with the law.

Get started today and decide to com-
plete your will. Contact a good estate plan-
ning attorney. Tell your attorney whom you 
want to receive your possessions after you 
die. Also, decide who you want to handle 
your affairs after you die. You do not have 
to worry about the terminology or how to 
construct the will. That is the attorney’s job. 

Your will is the legal document where 
you can empower the ones that you love 
to be a part of your life after you die. If you 
are a loving, caring and vibrant person, let 
your legacy vibrant through your will. De-
fine your legacy in 2013. Leave a legacy 
of love. t

the author is an attorney with the 
lanchester law Firm (400 east Pratt Street, 
Suite 800, baltimore, maryland 21202). You 
can reach her at michelle@lanchesterlaw.com 
or 443-759-3245. this article is not meant as 
legal advice. 

Define Your Legacy in 2013
BY MiChELLE LAnChEStER
As the New Year swiftly approaches and 
2012 comes to an end, many of us are 
making lists of resolutions and undergoing 
intense inner reflection. Things like getting 
organized and letting go of procrastina-
tion always head the resolution list. While 
you’re in the process of defining yourself, 
consider adding the completion of your 
last will to the top of your list. 

Whether you are single or in a com-
mitted relationship, married or soon to be 
married, every competent adult should 
have a will. The will is the document used 
to declare who you want to receive and 
manage your property after you die. Argu-
ably, the will could be characterized as the 
cornerstone of estate planning. 

Did you know that the top reasons 
why people do not prepare a will are that 
1) they think it is too costly, 2) they feel 
that they do not have enough property to 
consider preparing a for a will, 3) procras-
tination and 4) some people are uncom-
fortable with thinking about mortality and 
things that may or may not happen after 
death. Surely you have heard people say 
things like, “I’m too young to think about 
death,” or “I’m not sick so why should I 
think about this now?” You are worth hav-
ing a will and certainly your loved ones are 
worth it. If you were to say, “well, I don’t 
have much,” I would counter with saying 
“Even if you don’t have much, isn’t it worth 
it to you to make sure your loved ones get 
your possessions?” Should all of your hard 
work of attaining your possessions just go 
to waste? Shouldn’t your possessions go 
to the ones whom you decide and not to 
the people that the government decides?

While the preparation of a will may 

in other areas of employee benefits, the pro-
visions of federal law do not preclude state 
laws from providing greater benefits than fed-
eral law.

Maryland law requires that an employee 
of a covered employer be allowed to use any 
already earned paid leave to care for an ill 
spouse. A same-sex spouse would be recog-
nized for purposes of the Maryland law. How-
ever, the Maryland law does not by its terms 
allow you to take unpaid leave to care for an 
ill spouse. 

if your employer provides unpaid leave 
to an opposite-sex spouse under federal 
law, must it provide the same rights to a 
same-sex spouse under Maryland nondis-
crimination law? 

The answer is unclear. t  

Attorney Carol v. 
Calhoun
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New Life!

New Year! 

 903 Dulaney Valley Road · Baltimore, MD 21204 USA
Phone: (410) 321-7400 · info@sheratonbaltimorenorth.com

www.sheratonbaltimorenorth.com/weddings.

Book Your 
wedding  

Celebration  
from Start … 

to finish

For All Your Wedding Needs

Celebrate Your Wedding in Maryland, & Leave the 
Honeymoon Planning to the Professionals …

Celebrate Your Wedding in Maryland, & Leave the 
Honeymoon Planning to the Professionals …

Sarah Kline · Time4trvl@cs.com · www.timefortravelltd.com · 301-627-8890 · 866-259-2066

Call for LGBT Honeymoon Options!Call for LGBT Honeymoon Options!

REAL EStAtE

tate closings in Maryland and that write and 
file the most deeds – believes that “the jury 
is still out” on whether same-sex couples 
married in Maryland or elsewhere “can avail 
themselves of the best joint tenancy that is 
up until now been traditionally for a married 
male and female.” Grace believes that further 
action by the legislature is required in order 
for the extra protection of “T by E” to become 
available to same-sex married couples who 
own property in the state.

Some of the sponsors of the Marriage 
Equality Act in the Maryland legislature are 
equally perplexed. Delegate Luke Clippinger 
(D-46-Baltimore), when contacted for com-
ment, was unaware of the issue and went 
himself to the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG) for clarification. “I’ve learned,” 
he wrote, “that the OAG is in the process of 
analyzing all of the aspects of state law that 
are impacted by the passage of Question 6. I 
am told that the issue of Tenancy by the En-
tirety is high on that list. Once the OAG com-
pletes its review, they will present the results 
to Members of the General Assembly, and we 
will examine their findings and determine the 
best course of action.”

Del. Maggie McIntosh’s office (D-43-Bal-
timore) went in a different direction for clarifi-
cation. Her District Manager, Matt Stegman, 
said that the Delegate and House Speaker 
Busch were “aware of this issue and several 
others related to property and tax rights for 
married same-sex couples. Currently they are 
looking into it and determining if the neces-
sary changes can be made administratively, 
or if they must be done through legislation.”

State Senator Richard Madaleno’s office 
(D-18-Montgomery County) was contacted, 
but did not respond to the inquiry before the 
print deadline for this article.

So, while there will be many happy gay 
and lesbian couples taking their vows and 
beginning married life in Maryland in these 
early weeks of January, it may be many 
more months before they, their lawyers and 
accountants, Maryland court judges, and 
government bureaucrats can really say for 
sure just what protections and privileges they 
have gained by exercising their new right to 
be married. Same sex marriage in Maryland 
appears to be less of an accomplished event 
and more of an ongoing evolution than any-
one was willing to admit last November. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. in November 2012, 
he was named a realtor Hero by the National 
association of realtors for his work promoting 
homeownership in baltimore. Send questions 
to him at wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.

Gay Marriage and Real Estate: 
Do you have new rights, or not?
BY WAYnE CURtiS
When the voting returns came in on election 
night 2012, it became certain that same-sex 
couples would soon have the ability to get 
legally married in Maryland. With that status, 
most everyone assumed, would come the 
same assortment of privileges and protec-
tions that define the institution of civil mar-
riage, including the ability to buy and hold 
property on the same preferred terms ac-
corded to opposite-sex couples. We are now 
at the point where the marriage ceremonies 
are beginning to take place, but it turns out 
that it may not be true that the basket full of 
other legal goodies will automatically follow. 

At least, not yet.
First, what are these “preferred terms” 

that apply to real estate? Under Maryland 
law only married couples can hold property 
as “Tenants by the Entirety,” a quaint legal-
ism that offers better protection against out-
side seizure than the generally available 
Joint Tenants or Tenants in Common. 

In the past, most same-sex couples were 
counseled to buy property together as Joint 
Tenants, because it offered the right of survi-
vorship if one of the partners were to die before 
the other, and the property would transfer to 
the partner by operation of law automatically. 
That unmarried couple also needed to make 
sure they had a Domestic Partnership Affida-
vit to avoid Maryland’s 10% inheritance tax. 
Tenants by the Entirety (“T by E”), by com-
parison, offers not just the survivorship of 
a Joint Tenancy, but also further protection 
against one of the partners’ creditors, ac-
cording to Mark F. Scurti, an attorney with 
PK Law, whose practice concentrates in 
same-sex family and estate law. A credi-
tor of one of the partner’s could not attach 
or seize his or her assets to satisfy the debt 
as the property is “marital property” and 
protected under Maryland law,  the only 
exception being taxes owed to the IRS. “T 
by E” was created as a way to protect the 
marital home and the security of the family 
unit, while still allowing only assets held by 
one of the partners to be a risk to creditors. 
Scurti states assuredly that same-sex cou-
ples married in other states have been able 
to hold Maryland property as Tenants by the 
Entirety since May, 2012, when a case he 
handled with Michele Zavos, Port v. cowan, 
was decided by the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals.  His firm has drafting and filing such 
deeds throughout Maryland ever since.

Other legal professionals disagree. F. Mi-
chael Grace, the corporate counsel for Sage 
Title, one of Maryland’s largest title compa-
nies – the entities that conduct most real es-
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Warm Holiday Greetings 
from Richard Pazornik 

to all his friends and Family

See you in 2013

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

From our Family to Yours we wish you all  
a Happy Holiday and a Safe New Year

Jeffrey Tessmer
Jim mikula
701 s. Broadway

Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com

jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500

Jim cell: 410-960-2836

Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

Jeffrey Tessmer
Jim mikula
701 s. Broadway

Baltimore, mD  21231

jeffrey.tessmer@lnf.com

jim.mikula@lnf.com

Office: 410-675-5500

Jim cell: 410-960-2836

Jeffrey cell: 410-218-5235

Happy Holidays 
from us to you
Happy Holidays 
from us to you

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell) • 410 464 5500 (office) PenFed Realty

Have a Happy Holiday and  
a Wonderful New Year!
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THE LODGE LOUNGE + DANCE CLUB 
CHRISTMAS DRAG SHOW BENEFIT — DECEMBER 21, 2012  
$3,000+ RAISED FOR OFFICE OF ADULT SERVICES OF HAGERSTOWN MD | MORE ON FACEBOOK.COM/THELODGEMD
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Relax and Enjoy Your Special Day …
Biddle Street Catering’s Event Coordinators Will 

Plan Your Celebration from Start to Finish:

• Bridal Shower
• Rehearsal Dinner

• Post-Wedding Brunch
• The Main Event

Visit the Bridal Aisle section of  
our web site or call us for details.

410-727-7777
www.biddlest.com

n  Pass Question 6

n  Propose To The  

Person You Love

n  Book Banksy’s for 

Engagement Party

Lake Falls Village
6080 Falls Road

Mt.Washington,MD 21209
410.377.4444 

www.banksyscafe.com
Banksys.llc@gmail.com

Engagements, Rehearsal
Dinners, Receptions, and
Happily Ever After …

4 Elegant, Yet Affordable

Eichenkranz Hall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
seats approximately 150 people
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 South Fagley St., Baltimore, maryland 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com

NOW OPEN
WOODBERRY/HAMPDEN 
Food & Wine Magazine’s 

Best New Chef/Owner - Robbin Haas

1520 CLIPPER ROAD || BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21211 || 443-708-1935

BIRROTECA
CRAFT BEER, WINE & ARTISAN PIZZA

growler: glass jug for transporting beer

birroteca growler: the way to share your 
favorite craft beer during the holidays
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I can’t remember when I first met Michele 
“Buz” Smith. It seems as if she was always 
a part of the Maryland leather community. 
Unlike some in our community she does 
not rush to grab the spotlight. She can be 
found working hard backstage as the stage 
manager at countless events and contest. 
In 1999 she was selected Ms. Baltimore 
Eagle and like a true leather titleholder 
she has not stopped working to help raise 
funds for charities and to promote the 
leather community. 

On Friday, December 14, 2012, I sat 
down with Michele at the Club Hippo in 
Baltimore. Why the Hippo? It was the eve-
ning of the Miss Hippo 2013 Pageant and 
Michele had been selected as a judge. 
She was very excited. Although she has 
judged many leather contests, this was her 

first time judging female impersonation. 
I managed to catch up with her between 
the interviews and the start of the contest. 
We had recently spoken about her involve-
ment in the Leather Heart Foundation and 
I wanted to learn more. 

Michele is a true local and was born 
and raised in Randallstown in Baltimore 
County. She received her bachelor’s de-
gree from Towson University in mass com-
munication and a master’s degree from 
UMBC. Her leather journey began in the 
early 1980s when she met another promi-
nent Baltimore leather woman, Glenda 
Rider. They quickly became friends and 
she started to explore the lifestyle. 

I asked her how she felt the leather 
community has changed since the 1980s. 
She quickly noted that social network-
ing has sadly replaced going to bars and 
meeting people face to face. “Everyone is 
online now on sites such as Facebook. I 
had to come out in person,” she laughed. 

When I asked her how she became 
involved in the Leather Heart Foundation 
her face lit up. She said that she was at-
tending an event in Atlanta and learned of 
this organization that was formed to “help 
people of all sexual orientations in the 
Leather, BDSM, and fetish community.” At 
the time it was an organization in transition 
and she expressed interest in being on the 
board. The Leather Heart Foundation is a 

unique organization and is 
not connected to any other 
nonprofit. It has five direc-
tors who are all volunteers. 
It was started in Philadelphia 
and in the beginning most of 
the recipients were from the 
Philadelphia area. Today 
the Leather Heart Founda-
tion has grown and is help-
ing folks all over the country. 
Many people today can be 
somewhat skeptical about 
charitable organizations 
and I was very interested 
in how the Leather Heart 
Foundation worked. Michele 
was very happy to explain. If a person in 
the leather community has a need such as 
medical bills that he is unable to pay, he 
can contact the organization. Cases are 
reviewed by the President and presented 
to the Board of Directors for approval. To 
avoid any appearance of bias, the Board 
is never given any names of applicants, 
just case numbers. The Board then votes 
on each case. Checks are not made out to 
individuals. If the issue is a medical bill the 
check is made out to the hospital or doctor. 
If the case is an emergency, such as a per-
son facing an eviction, the board will speed 
up the process. The organization does not 
have a rented office space or any other fan-

This Leather Lady 
has a Lot of Heart! 
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Come &  Join Poppa Bear Ron for His NEW HAPPY HOUR
Buy one get one Free • new happy hours... Monday Thru Thursday Till 12am!Buy one get one Free • new happy hours... Monday Thru Thursday Till 12am!

BaLTiMore’s onLy Levi LeaTher Bar!

Voted One Of The Best Bars In Baltimore 2010 • “As Always” Friday thru Sunday 10pm, Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour
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870 Park Avenue  410.539.4993870 Park Avenue  410.539.4993

Oldest Gay Bar In Baltimore 
Hawaiian Luau CHristmas Costume Party

saturday Dec. 22 10 pm

CHristmas Day Feast
Come Join us Christmas Day 5pm Feast Drink and Be Merry

Come ring in tHe new year 
with Men in Leather 

Join CoMManD December 31 at Triple LLL Leon’s Leon’s 

cy overhead. It is all about 
people in the leather com-
munity helping other people 
in the leather community. It 
was easy to see how excite 
Michele is about the Leather 
Heart Foundation and af-
ter our brief conversation I 
could not help being excited 
about it too. Although the 
Leather Heart Foundation 
has been a beneficiary of 
such events as Philadelphia 
Leather Pride, one does not 
have the wait for some big 
function to make a contribu-
tion. Donations may made 

be made online at Leatherheart.org. Mi-
chele was happy to help spread the word 
about this wonderful charity that is out there 
helping the leather community. It is easy to 
see that this leather lady has a lot of heart! 

It is almost time for the New Year and in 
the leather community the New Year starts 
with the Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend in 
Washington, D.C. Please don’t forget that 
due to the Presidential Inauguration over 
the MLK Weekend, MAL is a weekend 
early. I hope to see you at the Hyatt Re-
gency Capitol Hill on January 11-14, 2013. 
It is the event of the season. Visit Leath-
erweekend.com for all the details. Happy 
New Year! t

Michele ‘Buz’ Smith
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Dear Mama,
I’m in love with a married man. He 

tells me that he loves me and that he will 
leave his wife as soon as the kids are a 
little older and can understand the situa-
tion. He says that he wants to be with me 
but that I’ve got to be patient and give him 
more time to work things out. I’ve been pa-
tient for the last three years but now my 
patience is running out. Every 
time I tell him it’s over, he 
cries and begs me to hang 
in there with him and give 
him more time. I don’t 
know what to do. I love 
him but I’m tired of being 
asked to hang in.

Hanging By a Thread

Dear Hanging, 
Forget, “hanging by a 

thread, honey I should call 
you “Threadbare,” ’cause I 
can see all of your business 
and it’s a mess. Baby you al-
ready know exactly what 
you need to do. Stop being 
such a cliché in love with 
a married man with kids 
no less, who promises 
to leave his wife and 
kids, “someday.” Statis-
tically, not many men leave the 
wife and kids. But Mama don’t 
ever pretend to know everything, 
so take what I say with a grain of salt. 
Remember this one thing though, if and 
when “Mr. Happy Pants” leaves his family 
(and yes they are his family!), they will still 
be a part of him and this means they will 
be a part of you, too. 

The two of you do not get to ride off 
into the sunset, blissfully happy with birds 
singing and the wind blowing in your hair 
like a bad movie. When you get him, you 
get his ex-wife, alimony payments, child 
support, visitation from the kids and the 
list goes on. Just know what you’re sign-
ing up for. 

Do what you need to do to take care 
of yourself because your happiness and 
peace of mind are important. Don’t do any-
thing to hurt yourself or anyone else! 

Dear Mama,
I’m a 70-year-old woman and have just 

started dating again after being alone for 
the last six years. I’ve met someone very 
nice who is 75 but looks a lot younger and 
she is everything I could hope for in a po-
tential partner. She is sexy, interested in 
me, well-read, well traveled and doesn’t 
have a crazy ex! My new lady is ready to 
move to the next step and take our rela-
tionship into the bedroom. I’m scared to 
death because I don’t want her to see 
me naked. So much of what’s under my 
clothes is saggy and baggy and I’m even 
going bald “down there.” So far, I’ve man-
aged to avoid getting totally naked when 
I’m with her but I can’t do that forever. I 
really want to be intimate with her but I’m 
afraid to let her see me without my clothes 

on. Help!
Baggy, Saggy and 

Bald

My Dear Sweet Saggy,
You sound like 

three of the seven 
dwarfs! You have 
nothing to worry 
about. Most of us 
have something crazy 

and shady going on 
under our undies and 
besides, she’s older 
than you so for all you 
know, she could be 

wrinkly, droopy, 
and flabby 

under her 
c l o t h e s . 
W o r r y 
less about 

what’s un-
der your clothes 

and think more 
about how you’re going to 

u s e you hands, mouth and who 
knows what else, to show your new lady 

just how much you want her and how beau-
tiful she is to you! And honestly honey, at 
your age, stop wasting time and get busy! 
Honey you give me hope and you give hope 
to everyone else reading this that love and 
sex and intimacy is not about age and what 
you look like, it’s about how you feel inside. 
And regarding that “bald down there” situa-
tion, bald can be very sexy. I suggest that 
you either shave the rest of your hair (down 
there) off or take what’s left and tie a pretty 
bow around it like a big ole present. Let 
your imagination run wild. t

if you want to ask mama a question e-
mail her at askmama@baltimoreoutloud.
com and she will be happy to answer your 
question. See you in the paper!

Hot, Bald, & 75

Mama
Ask

Mama answers your questions

?
ASk MAMA

“I’ve taken so many 
things for granted. I’m 
thankful every minute 

of every day”

BY JAY LOAnE
Sorry. Trying to finish that statement is dif-
ficult for me.

Last year, like the year before, I asked 
– begged – not to be visiting any more hos-
pitals. Ha, ha, the joke is on me – again.

As I sit here in my li’l office in between 
rehab sessions, I 
am reminded of yet 
another year that 
many of you did not 
see many People 
We Like columns. It 
wasn’t that I didn’t 
want to write them or 
that I didn’t have people “asking” me to be 
one of my “victims.”

I did, bring you an insider’s view to sev-
eral members of the community that you 
may or may not know, but do now.

Shortly after the first of the year, Joe Dif-
fenbaugh – a.k.a. Josie Foster graced my 
column.

I have known Josie for more years than 
I wish to admit and it was a joy to catch him 
when he wasn’t running by himself (like the 
Dunkin Donuts guy).

The following month brought the talent-
ed and yet mysterious Brooks “TPIR” Os-
man (you’ll need to read my article on line 
to find out what TPIR means).

Again, Brooks and I have known each 
other and worked together one long ago 
day.

I was introduced to my April profile of 
Mike Becketts by one of my “fans.” Mike 
is one of those people I really want on my 
Trivial Pursuit team for he is quite wise and 
knowledgeable for such a young man.

Onward to June.
Pride. Pride Parties. Pride Parade. 

Pride Festival. Pride Article.

Unfortunately, Pride also brought on the 
passing of a good friend; Michael “Michelle 
Rose” Root. Before I could think of writing 
my Pride issue, I had to write an obit about 
someone who always made me laugh. So 
again in tribute, as Michael would say, “Re-
member that God loves you, your family 
loves you and so does this fruit cake.”

     Pride also brought you into the inner 
circle of Krystal Nova Blair, better known as 
Andrew Ratych. Like so many new perform-
ers out there in our community, keep your 

eye on Krystal, 
especially at Miss 
Gay Maryland next 
year.

I decided 
to take the summer 
off and thanks to 
a friend of mine, I 

considered the possibilities of moving 
(thanks Diane) to another state but reality 
brought me back home and to baltimore 
outloud.

In October I brought you another fine 
performer in our community, Miss Saable 
Jordan – your reigning Miss Leon’s.

Then, like so many in the world, our 
lives forever changed with an unspeak-
able act of violence in a small Connecti-
cut town.

It brings a new insight in my world. I look 
at what I have gone through for the past 
year and then I’m reminded of Newtown. 
I’ve taken so many things for granted. I’m 
thankful every minute of every day for my 
family, my friends, and to be writing for this 
paper.

I leave you looking forward to the New 
Year asking for each of you whether you are 
sitting in a bar reading this or online (where 
you might still find my articles), to hug your 
kids, family, friends, whatever, and never 
forget to tell them you care about them.

Most of all, to look for People We 
Like returning soon.

Happy New Year! t

Here’s to Yet 
Another Great...

PEOPLE WE LikE
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HUNKS IN TRUNKS BENEFIT FOR THE GLCCB | RED MAPLE 
DECEMBER 12, 2012 PHOTOS BY BRUCE GARRETT
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 BOOkS & giFtS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSELing

 MASSAgE

 PhOtOgRAPhY

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

 SUPPORt

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

246 Cockeysville Road 
Cockeysville, MD. 21030  

410-773-PLAY 

1009 Philadelphia Rd 
Joppa, MD. 21085  

410-671-PLAY 

•Day Care 
•Sleepovers 
•Home Care 
•Training 
•Salon/Spa 

Dog Daycare & Overnight Resort 

 PEt CARE

 FinAnCiAL AttORnEY 
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