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JANUARY – 2013 was a big year in 
the local LGBT community. While horns 
and noise-makers welcomed the New Year 
in bars all over town, wedding bells were 
ringing at Baltimore’s City Hall. At 12:30 
a.m. on January 1, 2013 Mayor Stephanie 

Rawlings-Blake officiated the nuptials of 
Jim Scales and Bill Tasker of Essex. The 
couple had been together for 35 years 
and waited until marriage became legal 
in their home state. “New Year’s Day will 
have a new meaning for hundreds – if not 

Mall in Annapolis on February 18, 2013, 
to rally behind SB449, the “Fairness for All 
Marylanders Act.” The rally was sponsored 
by the Maryland Coalition for Trans Equality. 

On February 11, the board of directors 
of the GLCCB (Gay, Lesbian Community 
Center of Baltimore) elected Mike Mc-
Carthy, an attorney practicing family law 
and guardianship, as the new president of 
the GLCCB board. Mr. McCarty replaced 
GLCCB board president Bud Beehler who 
had resigned in January. 

At the White House on February 15, 
President Obama awarded the 2012 Presi-
dential Citizens Medal to PFLAG founder 
Jeanne Manford. Mrs. Manford’s daughter, 
Suzanne Swan accepted on her behalf. 

On February 16, Grand Central hosted 
a Red Party to benefit Chase Brexton. 

On February 17, Grace United Church 
of Christ in downtown Frederick celebrated 
the installation of their new senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor an openly gay 
married man. Grace UCC became the first 
church in the Frederick area with an openly 
gay pastor. 

Popular Leon’s bartender Vernon 
Brewer passed away on February 27, after 
a lengthy illness. Vernon started working at 
Leon’s in 1986 and prior to that had worked 
at the Gallery Bar, the Harvey House on 
Charles Street, and the Allegro. 

MARCH – Mr. Maryland Leather 
2013 Bob Rose raised $1,200 for Move-
able Feast at a benefit held at The Lodge 
on March 8. 

March 10: Fairness WV a non-profit or-
ganization that is seeking the inclusion of 
homosexuality in the Employment & Hous-
ing Non-Discrimination Act pending in the 
West Virginia legislature held a fundraiser 
at the recently opened The Club just out-
side of Martinsburg, West Virginia. March 
14: The Fairness for All Marylanders Act 
bill dies in committee. The Senate’s Judi-
cial Proceedings Committee voted 6-to-5 
to kill SB 449. 
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Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake officiates 
first same-sex wedding in Baltimore

thousands- of couples who will finally have 
the right to marry the person they love,” 
said Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake in a 
statement prior to the event. Similar cer-
emonies took place all around the state 
as Maryland’s new same-sex marriage bill 
went into effect. It should be noted that af-
ter 52.4% of voters approved a statewide 
referendum held on November 6, 2012, 

Maryland became the 
first state to extend mar-
riage rights to same-sex 
couples by popular vote. 

On January 8, 
PFLAG (Parents, Fami-
lies and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) 
Founder Jeanne Man-
ford passed away at the 
age of 92. Ms. Manford 
was described as “a 
simple schoolteacher 
who in 1972 started a 
movement of family and 
ally support for LGBT 
people, without benefit 
of the technology used 
today for such move-
ments.” Today PFLAG 

has 350 chapters across the U.S. and over 
200,000 members and supporters. 

On the weekend of January 11-13, 
thousands packed the Hyatt Regency Cap-
itol Hill in Washington, D.C., for the annual 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend. Mr. Pitts-

—continued on page 10

—continued on page 3

burgh Leather Fetish 2013 Bryce Caine 
was selected Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
2013. . In his inaugural address on Janu-
ary 21, President Barack Obama cited the 
need for gay rights. It was the first time in 
history that a U.S. president included ref-
erences to LGBT equality in his inaugural 
speech.

On January 29, Sen. Rich Madaleno 
(D-Montgomery County) and Sen. Ja-
mie Raskin (D- Montgomery County) in-
troduced a bill in the Maryland General 
Assembly that would ban discrimination 
against transgender individuals. The Fair-
ness for All Marylanders Act of 2013, SB 
449 had more than 20 co-sponsors. 

FEBRUARY – On February 3, the 
Baltimore Ravens had all of Baltimore cel-
ebrating with a 34-to-31 Super Bowl win 
over the San Francisco 49ers. 

Over 200 people gathered at Lawyer’s 

Gay State Rep Kept in Closet by LGBT Org?
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 Thinking ouTloud

a factor at that time.
At the urging of 

GRMD, PFLAG National continued to or-
ganize a coalition of organizations, includ-
ing Equality Maryland (EQMD), called at 
the time “MD Grassroots/Grasstops Orga-
nizing Meeting.” That next meeting (Bbit.
ly/1kZ7XwX) was held on December 8, 
2011.

GRMD participated fully in this 
meeting. Minutes of that meet-
ing can be found here – Bit.
ly/19UftUS. It should be 
noted that Howard Coun-
ty passed gender-identity 
protections just prior to 
this meeting, De-
cember 5, 2011.

On December 
12, the moniker 
“Maryland Advo-
cates for Gender 
Identity Protec-
tions” (MAGIP) 
was coined by 
Rhodes Perry. Yes, yet another name for 
the same group. The MCTE name was not 
adopted until sometime in 2012 after ses-
sion.

On December 13, 2011, GRMD met di-
rectly with EQMD for discussions on how 
to cooperatively move ahead. This would 
be the second such meeting between 
the organizations since the formation of 
GRMD in summer 2011. The meeting was 
not fruitful. The details of that meeting will 
be one of the subjects of the next segment 
in this series.

After the start of session in January 
2012, GRMD learned from a highly-placed 
source that a high ranking official from 
Equality Maryland told the senate presi-
dent in the context of bill priority between 
marriage-equality and the gender-identity 
bill that “Trans people do not need this 
bill.” We were flabbergasted upon hearing 
this but chose to remain silent on that com-
ment until now.

On January 26, 2012, MAGIP met 
in person at the 2012 NGLTF Creating 
Change Conference in Baltimore. GRMD 
attended the meeting and informed the co-
alition that the Maryland senate leadership 
had informed GRMD that the gender-iden-
tity bill would not make it out of committee. 
Quoting Senate President Mike Miller, with 
respect to Gender Identity vs. Marriage 
Equality, “I only have time for one gay bill 
this session.” GRMD advised MAGIP that 
the bill would not see a vote this year, only 
marriage equality would.

At that meeting a discussion was had 
among the MAGIP membership about 

by ShARon bRAckeTT
One of the things that is often asked of 
those of us involved with Gender Rights 
Maryland (GRMD) is why are you not part 
of the Maryland Coalition for Trans Equal-
ity (MCTE)? In this episode I will try and 
have a concise answer. There are indeed 
many reasons; however, the bottom line – 
trust.

As some know, trust is an earned quan-
tity. I often tell people I have just met, “I 
have no reason not to trust you until you 
give me one.” This is true in most aspects 
of life be it with an employer or employee, 
a co-worker, a family member, or even a 
spouse. The same holds true for activists 
in any space. If you are going to be able to 
work together, you need to trust each oth-
er. When that trust is challenged or erod-
ed, it becomes nearly impossible to work 
together on a goal, even when it might ap-
pear to all that the same goal is sought.

Before I lay out the question of trust let 
me first offer a little history, some of which 
I recently alluded to in a rebuttal in another 
forum. Some may be aware that Gender 
Rights Maryland was formed in late May, 
2011, in the aftermath of the efforts to pass 
HB235, the 2011 gender identity anti-dis-
crimination bill. HB235 was an admittedly 
flawed bill in that it did not have public-ac-
commodations language in it, which was a 
decision made by the bill sponsors. Indeed, 
there were members involved in the forma-
tion of GRMD who had supported that bill 
(some of whom are now part of MCTE), but 
the notion that any person associated with 
GRMD preferred such a bill is rubbish.

It is important to note, for those keep-
ing track, that prior to the start of the 2012 
Maryland session both the marriage-
equality and gender-identity bills were still 
in play – dare I say competition – for legis-
lative attention. 

In late 2011, Rhodes Perry, then of 
PFLAG National and a GRMD policy advi-
sory board member, coordinated a PFLAG 
Maryland Conference call (on October 4). 
GRMD was invited to that call to discuss 
the plans for legislation in the 2012 ses-
sion. Here is the invite – Bit.ly/IZdJD6.

Present on that call, which was actu-
ally held on October 6, were myself for 
GRMD, Sultan Shakir for HRC, and Sena-
tor Richard Madaleno. Following that call, 
GRMD forwarded talking-points for the bill 
to Rhodes, who distributed them accord-
ingly. One might ask where Equality Mary-
land was in this discussion. The reality is 
they were still searching for an executive 
director and were not considered much of 

A House of Cards Part 2 which member organization should be tak-
ing point in Annapolis for the trans com-
munity. The consensus at that meeting 
was that GRMD should continue to do so. 
There was no clear dissent among the 
members. Equality Maryland was present 
at this meeting.

On January 28, 2012, GRMD learned 
that Rhodes Perry, without consultation 

with GRMD (or any member organi-
zation), had handed off “moderation” 
of the group from his capable hands 

to Jenna Fischetti. Ms Fischetti 
had up to that point, and to 
this day remains, a relent-
less critic of GRMD, who in 

point of fact did a 
90-minute rant 
(Bit.ly/19eftEN) 
in November 
2011 against 

GRMD on in-
ternet radio, 
not to men-

tion countless 
comments in social media and in her 

online blog. GRMD felt it was inappropri-
ate to have such a person arbitrarily “se-
lected” for this role without the consider-
ation of member organizations. GRMD and 
various PFLAG Maryland chapters protest-
ed this action with no result. Despite this 
affront GRMD remained a member of the 
coalition.

On February 13, 2012, GRMD sent an 
email notice (Bit.ly/1cDyJXr) out to poten-
tial testimony providers for a state hearing 
based on the actors from the Howard and 
Baltimore county efforts. This was done in 
consultation with Senator Raskin’s office.

On February 21, 2012, Baltimore 
County passed their gender-identity pro-
tections legislation.

On February 22, Carrie Evans of EQMD 
stopped into Senator Jamie Raskin’s office. 
Evans met, unknown to any other coalition 
parties, with the senator’s acting chief of 
staff, who was filling in for his regular chief 
of staff (who was on maternity leave). Ev-
ans inserted herself into the discussion 
on testimony for SB212, which GRMD 
has been working directly with the sena-
tor on since his decision to introduce the 
bill. Mind you – GRMD had just completed 
successfully coordinating the witness and 
expert testimony in both the Baltimore and 
Howard counties successes within the last 
90 days. Raskin’s acting chief of staff, not 
aware that there were several organiza-
tions involved, agreed to meet with MAGIP 
that same evening to discuss testimony, 
believing that GRMD would be present 

—continued on page 4
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AUGUST – Cloudy skies and a 
threat of rain may have reduced the crowds 
but the weather did not darken the mood 
of the hundreds of folks who attended the 
Chesapeake Pride Festival on August 3, at 
Mayo Beach Park in Edgewater, Maryland. 

On August 9, Miss d Meaner was 
crowned Miss Western Maryland during a 
pageant held at The Lodge. Dimitria Black-
well was selected first alternate. 

Mark F. Scurti, a well-known attorney 
in Baltimore’s LGBT community, was ap-
proved by Governor Martin O’Malley to be 

an associate judge on the District 
Court for Baltimore City. 

SEPTEMBER – Patrons 
at Baltimore’s popular Grand Cen-
tral Station Bar received a jolt on 
September 16, when a car being 
pursued by Transit Police crashed 
into a pick-up truck full of containers 
of white paint and then careened 
into the bar’s entrance on Eager 
Street. Thankfully no one was in-

jured in the crash. 
On September 26, Mayor Stephanie 

Rawlings-Blake was joined by a marching 
band as she cut the ribbon 
during the grand open-
ing of the new location of 
Chase Brexton’s primary 
care facility at 1111 North 
Charles Street in Mount 
Vernon. The new location 
in the former Monumen-
tal Life Building will allow 
Chase Brexton Health 
Care, a nonprofit provider, 
to more than double their 
services. The former loca-
tion saw 9,000 patients an-
nually. It is hoped that the 
new expanded location will allow Chase 
Brexton to treat upwards of 25,000. 

OCTOBER – Events were held 
throughout downtown Baltimore on Oc-
tober 8-13 as the 11th annual Baltimore 
Black Pride was celebrated. This year’s 
theme was “A New ERA Evolution 2013: 
Innovation, Dedication, & Inspiration” and 
was selected to commemorate a series of 
victories for LGBT people in the state of 
Maryland. Events included a fashion show, 
a block party, and the annual Icon awards 
gala. Baltimore Black Pride is the premiere 
organization advocating and providing out-
reach and prevention education about HIV/
AIDS and other health issues to the LGBT 
people of African descent within the Balti-
more metropolitan area. 

Michael Kohl popular general manager 
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GLCCB names Matt Thorn their new 
executive director on March 19. 

APRIL – April 22: Araya Sparxx of 
Hagerstown was crowned Miss Gay Mary-
land America at the Club Hippo in Balti-
more. Anastacia Amor of Baltimore was 
named First Alternate. 

Jason Collins, a basketball player who 
last played for the Washington Wizards be-
came the first active professional male ath-
lete in the four major North American sports 
leagues to come out as gay during an inter-
view on April 29. He would declare in the 
May 6 issue of Sports illustrated which fea-
tured him on the cover, “I’m a 34-year-old 
NBA center. I’m black and I’m gay.” 

MAY – May 3: Assistant general man-
ager of Grand Central, Travis Rice, died of 
medical-related issues at age 27. May 7, The 
Delaware Senate approved a bill that would 
allow same-sex marriage in Delaware. 

May 16: baltimore outloud celebrated 
ten years of service to Baltimore’s sexual-
minority communities. 

May 18: Hagerstown Hopes, a festival 
in support of the LGBT community was 
held in Hagerstown, Maryland. May 23: 
Boy Scouts of America by a historic vote 
of 61 percent of the national delegates re-
moved the restriction denying membership 
to youth on the basis of sexual orientation. 
The organization left in place the ban on 
gay adult scout leaders. 

May 31: The GLCCB announced that 
they had sold their building at 241 W. 
Chase Street in Baltimore. The building 
had been the headquarters of the organi-
zation since 1980. The GLCCB is currently 
searching for a new location. 

JUNE – On June 11, the first ever 
GLCCB Pride with the Orioles event was 
held at Camden Yards in Baltimore. Those 
who purchased the over 80 tickets helped 
support the GLCCB and saw the Baltimore 
Orioles beat the Angels 3- 2. 

On June 14, Baltimore City Police Com-
missioner Anthony H. Batts announced the 
formation of a new ten-member advisory 
council consisting of advocates within the 
LGBT community and members of the Bal-
timore City Police Department. The mission 
of the newly formed group being an im-
proved relation-
ship between the 
LGBT community 
and the police. 
On June 15, over 
65 entries joined 
Grand Marshal 
Baltimore Mayor 
Stephanie Rawl-
ings-Blake in the 
annual Baltimore 
Pride Parade on 
Charles Street. After the parade Ultra Nate 
headlined a large group of entertainers for 
the block party. The festivities continued 
on June 16 with the Baltimore Pride Festi-
val in Druid Hill Park. The highlight of the 
festival was a mass wedding during which 
nineteen couples tied the knot. 

June 26: By a 5-to-4 decision the U.S. 
Supreme Court struck down Section 3 of 
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) on 
the grounds that it violated the equal pro-
tection clause in the U.S. Constitution. 

Nearly 1,000 people packed Utica 
Park in Frederick, Maryland on June 29, 
for the second annual Frederick Pride 
Festival. 

JULY  – On July 8, longtime anti-
gay state delegate Emmett C. Burns, Jr. 
announced that he would not seek re-
election in 2014. He has represented his 
Baltimore County district in the House of 
Delegates since 1995. 

On July 10, a Senate committee made 
history by approving a trans-inclusive ver-
sion of the Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act and getting key Republican sup-
port from Sens. Orrin Hatch (R- Utah) and 
Lisa Murkowski (R- Alaska). 

On July 17, state delegate Heather 
Mizeur (D- Montgomery County), an out 
lesbian, officially announced her candi-
dacy for governor of Maryland. 

Even without a parade this year the 
Pride Festival of Central Pennsylvania 
was still a big success as over 4,000 peo-
ple packed Riverfront Park in downtown 
Harrisburg on July 27. 

of Club 1722 passed away on October 12, 
at the age of 48. 

Equality Maryland, the state’s largest 
LGBT civil rights organization celebrated 25 
years of service with a brunch at the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel on October 27. The event 
also honored state Senator Rich Madaleno 
(D-Montgomery County) for his work in the 
Maryland legislature. 

NOVEMBER – November 2: Mr. 
David Pfau of Baltimore was sashed Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2014 during a contest 
held at the Hippo in Baltimore. The contest 
was the centerpiece of a weekend celebrat-
ing the 25th anniversary of the COMMAND 
leather club. 

On November 7, the U.S. Senate passed 
the Employment Non-Discrimination bill by a 
vote of 64 to 32. 

On November 19, the Human Rights 
Campaign’s Municipal Equality Index an-
nounced that Baltimore had been one of 25 
cities to receive the top rating of 100 points. 
The index examines the laws, policies, and 
services of municipalities and rates them on 
the basis of their inclusivity of LGBT people 
who live and work there. 

On November 20, the 15th annual Inter-
national Transgender Day of Remembrance 
was observed with a memorial event at the 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore. The In-
terfaith memorial service included a reading 
of names and a candle lighting ceremony. 

DECEMBER – On December 1, 
World AIDS day was observed throughout 
the area at various locations. 

On December 8, Bishop Gene Robinson, 
the first openly gay bishop of the Episco-
pal Church and an outspoken advocate for 
LGBT rights spoke at Brown Memorial Park 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. 

2013 was truly a big year in our local 
LGBT community. I am looking forward to 
even more wonderful events in 2014. I hope 
all of the readers of baltimore outloud 
have a safe and happy New Year. t

2013: 
The yeAR ThAT wAS
– continued from page 2 
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or both. This I guarantee!”
In front of Grand Central’s packed pub 

on December 18, Matthew, playing a new 
piano backed by a solid sound system, 
made his Baltimore return to enthusiastic 
cheers. Starting off with such favorites as 
“Good Morning, Baltimore,” “New York, New 

York,” “Downtown,” he 
shifted into the Broad-
way genre with familiar 
tunes from a chorus 
line, rent, the Sound 
of music, chicago, and 
others while the audi-
ence cheerfully sang 
along with him. 

An hour into his set, 
Matthew, donning a San-
ta hat, pivoted to holiday 
favorites including “I’ll 
Be Home for Christ-
mas,” “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,” 
“Frosty the Snowman,” 

and “Jingle Bell Rock.” He has this unique 
knack of substituting his own personal lyrics 
in certain numbers giving the performance a 
naughty edge.

Matthew generously allowed a series of 
“guest” singers to perform solo numbers to 
his accompaniment and for the most part 
they were quite good.

Matthew’s fans and other customers, 
some wearing Christmas attire, were loving 
every minute of opening night. It’s a great 
show,” said Charles Village resident Gene 
Fedelli. “Glad to have him back.”

The crowd on opening night was a bit 
more mature than one usually sees at Grand 
Central as piano bars in general have always 
been a favorite among this demographic. 
“As a mature person I feel comfortable,” said 
Yaz Ali, 45, an immigrant from Somalia who 
now lives in Baltimore. “The piano player is 
amazing. I’m glad to be a part of opening 
night.”

Some didn’t travel from as far as Africa 
to partake, but there were several folks from 
out of town. Lori and her husband came in 
from Greencastle, Pennsylvania, and knew 
Matthew from his work in Philadelphia. “The 
show is absolutely fabulous as Matthew al-
ways is,” she beamed. 

Don Davis stated that the piano bar en-
tertainment will be featured every Wednes-
day and Sunday, 8 p.m. to midnight. “Real 
soon we will be doing a jazz night every 
Thursday from 8 p.m. to midnight,” he said.

Grand Central is located at 1001 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore. For more informa-
tion, call 410-752-7133 or visit Centralsta-
tionpub.com. t

based on Evans’s assurances that GRMD 
knew and was a part of this planned meet-
ing. GRMD was not informed that there 
would be a meeting that evening, let alone 
what the topic was. This interaction was di-
rectly counter to the agreed roles accepted 
at the MAGIP meeting at CC2012. 

In support of this I provide an email 
from the day after this meeting (Bit.
ly/1docPsQ). This message clearly indi-
cates that parties, including GRMD, were 
left off the mailing list.

After the meeting to which GRMD was 
not invited we were “told” (Bit.ly/1kn8Fqg) 
what panels would exist and who would be 
on them, by Evans.

This same day GRMD sent the follow-
ing message (Bit.ly/1hp3Eez) to testimony 
partners. Note Senator Raskin’s office is 
on the distribution list.

This “misconception” about who owned 
this issue was cleared up (Bit.ly/IZeImF) the 
next day, February 23, 2012, in Annapolis.
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A houSe 
of cARdS

– continued from page 2 by STeve chARing
Immediately following the multi-vehicle acci-
dent in September that sent white paint splat-
tering onto the exterior of Grand Central and 
damaged the front entrance, owner Don Davis 
used this opportunity to make extensive reno-
vations to the bar. One of the changes was 
to install a piano bar on 
the street-level pub side, 
which made its debut on 
December 18.

Grand Central, one 
of the region’s most pop-
ular clubs and a fixture in 
the Mount Vernon neigh-
borhood, had been with-
out a piano bar for ten 
years. When it existed, it 
was located on an upper 
level – a steep vertical 
climb – that now houses 
the Sappho’s bar. Don 
said that following the 
death of his pianist Carl 
Barnwell in 2003, there was a succession of 
pianists who were “not so good, and it was not 
the same.” The crowd dwindled as a result of 
those pianists as well as from the formidable 
stairs leading to the second floor. 

Now he feels the time and the new pianist 
are right. “After all the years of not having a 
piano, I am real excited to have the piano in 
the pub,” Don told baltimore outloud. “And 
we are so lucky to have a friend and excel-
lent pianist and entertainer to perform here at 
Grand Central, Matthew Kenworthy.”

Kenworthy, a self taught pianist and 
vocalist from Richwood, New Jersey, is no 
stranger to Baltimore as he performed at 
Jay’s on Read and other venues. He has 
also appeared in New York, Philadelphia, 
Las Vegas, Chicago, D.C., Rehoboth Beach, 
and just completed a two-year stint at Re-
sorts Casino in Atlantic City.

Matthew performs a broad range of 
music that caters to a more diverse and 
demanding audience. He offers selections 
from nearly any genre from rock ’n’ Roll to 
Broadway, jazz, pop, and, of course, the 
standards.

“I am more than excited to return to Bal-
timore’s music scene,” said Matthew. “In 
16 years of performing, I never had a more 
warm, supportive, and caring audience as I 
have in this city. My audience there doesn’t 
allow for a lack of intimacy – they demand 
the opposite. Returning to such open arms is 
just about the best gift I could have imagined 
for this holiday season.” 

Prior to opening night, Matthew Kenwor-
thy promised, “We are going to sing until 
they fall over from exhaustion, or cocktails, 

Piano Bar Returns to Grand Central

matthew kenworthy
credit: Steve Charing
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On that day marriage equality was 
passed in Maryland.

So here is the rub. In a coalition you 
must have defined swim lanes. Organi-
zations must not go into another orga-
nization’s lane and usurp their process. 
Furthermore, when you have specifically 
agreed in advance as to those roles, to 
overtly and knowingly violate them is a 
key way to destroy trust. So for GRMD, the 
disregard for our role, the lack of commu-
nication by various actors, the assignment 
of biased moderators, and the outright ef-
fort to pull an end-run were enough. We 
quit the coalition. To this day, we have 
aired these concerns to several coalition 
members (many who agreed with us), but 
little has changed with this organization 
(evidenced with the “pull down your pants” 
amendment from last year). The same 
people are there, and despite their claims 
of openness and inclusion, nobody has 
ever reached out to us to discuss moving 
ahead. 

Next in the series – the formation of 
GRMD and our issues with EQMD. t



bAlTimoRe ouTloud  DECEMBER 27, 2013  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  5 

Justin Nixon Photography

VerticalBodiesStudio.com
Kate@VerticalBodiesStudio.com

443-472-8329

Get Vertical!
6 classes for 

$89 
PLUS 

Recieve a Vertical Bodies T-shirt 
*Mens and Womens shirts available

3700 O’Donnell Street Suite 240
Baltimore MD 21224

Lynda Dee
Attorney At Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

•  Criminal
•  Traffic
•  DWI
•  MVA Hearings
•  Estate Planning
•  Wills
•  Powers of Attorney
•  Personal Injury
•  Automobile Accidents
•  Worker’s Compensation
•  Family Law and Divorce
•  Second Parent Adoptions

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201
Offices: 410-332-1170 • Fax 410-836-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com



6 t  bAlTimoRe ouTloud    DECEMBER 27, 2013 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

protections, and responsibilities that derive 
from civil marriage under New Mexico law.”

In Utah, Federal Judge Robert Shelby 
ruled that Utah’s definition of marriage is 
not permissible under the U.S. Constitu-
tion. He said the state’s ban on same- sex 
marriage conflicts with the United States 
Constitution’s guarantees of equal protec-
tion and due process under the law.” (echo 
magazine Glenn Gullickson at echomag.
com & dallas Voice at dallasvoice.com) 

Nelson Mandela 
was also a 
champion of 
LGBT equality
Johannesburg, South Africa – Nelson 
Mandela, the first black president of South 
Africa and one of the world’s most re-
nowned human rights crusaders, who died 
on December 5 at age 95, was a strong 
supporter of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender rights. In addition to his efforts 
to end apartheid, the policy that racially di-
vided his country and kept the white minor-
ity in power, he pushed for a constitution 
in his now-unified country that inscribed 
protections for gay and lesbian citizens in 
the country’s central document, which later 
led to South Africa becoming the fifth na-
tion with full same-sex marriage in 2006.

LGBT organizations were effusive and 
heartfelt in their expressions of sympa-
thy for his passing. “Nelson Mandela tore 
down oppression, united a rainbow na-
tion, and always walked arm-in-arm with 
his LGBT brothers and sisters – and with 
all people – toward freedom,” said Human 
Rights Campaign president Chad Griffin. 
“Though every man, woman and child who 
seeks justice around the world mourns this 
loss, his vision of an equal future lives on 
undimmed.” Said Lambda Legal executive 
director Kevin Cathcart, “Lambda Legal 
joins others around the world in mourning 
the loss of Nelson Mandela, one of the 20th 
century’s giants in the struggle for justice 
and human dignity. Every one of us who 
continues the fight for equality and civil 
rights in our own communities labors in the 
shadows of this man who withstood impris-
onment as a consequence of his coura-
geous leadership and grew only stronger, 
more resolute and more dignified.” 

Mandela’s championing of LGBT 
equality came at a time when an increas-
ing number of African nations were adapt-
ing their own colonial-era anti-gay laws, 

town Eastside neighborhood.
One current prostitute and two former 

ones, including a dominatrix, had initi-
ated the challenge to Canada’s laws, ar-
guing that sex workers would be safer if 
they were allowed to screen clients, or so-
called johns, and operate in brothels with 
bodyguards if they chose. One of the plain-
tiffs, Valerie Scott, said the Supreme Court 
had for the first time in Canada declared 
those in the sex trade to be persons. How-
ever, Janine Benedet, who argued before 
the court for the Women’s Coalition for the 
Abolition of Prostitution, said Parliament 
should make pimping and the buying of sex 
illegal: “There is no constitutional right to 
buy a woman for sex.” Prostitution is legal 
in much of Europe and Latin America, and 
brothels are legal in numerous countries 
including the Netherlands, Germany and 
Switzerland. But questions have begun to 
be raised, partly because of human traf-
ficking. (reuters – randall Palmer at http://
www.reuters.com/article/2013/12/20/us-
prostitution-iduSbre9bJ0u320131220)

Same-sex 
marriage OKed 
in New Mexico 
& Utah
On December 19, New Mexico became 
the 17th state with marriage equality after 
the state Supreme Court ruled to legalize 
same-sex marriage. The next day Utah 
joined the growing list after a federal judge 
struck down Utah’s ban on same-sex mar-
riage. In both cases, the courts ruled that 
it is unconstitutional to deny a marriage li-
cense to gay and lesbian couples.

New Mexico does not have laws that 
prohibit or authorize gay marriage, but ap-
plications had traditionally had sections for 
males and females. The New Mexico Su-
preme Court said, “Prohibiting same-gen-
der marriages is not substantially related 
to the governmental interests advanced 
by the parties opposing same-gender mar-
riage or to the purposes we have identi-
fied. Therefore, barring individuals from 
marrying and depriving them of the rights, 
protections, and responsibilities of civil 
marriage solely because of their sexual 
orientation violates the Equal Protection 
Clause under Article II, Section 18 of the 
New Mexico Constitution. We hold that 
the State of New Mexico is constitutionally 
required to allow same-gender couples to 
marry and must extend to them the rights, 

Canada high 
court nixes 
prostitution 
laws
Ottawa, Canada – Canada’s Supreme 
Court struck down major restrictions on 
prostitution December 20, including bans 
on brothels and street solicitation, declar-
ing the laws unconstitutional because they 
violated prostitutes’ safety. The sweeping 
9-0 decision will take effect in one year, 
inviting Parliament to try to come up with 
some other way to regulate the sex trade 
if it chooses to do so. Prostitution is tech-
nically legal in Canada but most related 
activities have been illegal, including liv-
ing off the avails of someone else’s pros-
titution. The court found these prohibitions 
were overly broad or grossly out of propor-
tion to the law’s goals. 

Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin said 
a law that banned what she called “safe ha-
vens” for prostitutes exposed them to risks 
from predators. She said many prostitutes 
had no choice but to work in the sex trade, 
and the law should not make their work 
more dangerous. “The impugned laws de-
prive people engaged in a risky, but legal, 
activity of the means to protect themselves 
against those risks,” she wrote. “It makes 
no difference that the conduct of pimps 
and johns is the immediate source of the 
harms suffered by prostitutes.” McLachlin 
dismissed the federal government’s argu-
ment that it was prostitution itself, not the 
laws that govern it, that puts prostitutes 
at risk. The safety of prostitutes became 
a high-profile issue in Canada following 
the trial and 2007 conviction of serial killer 
Robert Pickton, who preyed on prostitutes 
and other women in Vancouver’s Down-

compiled by Jim becker

beyond The belTwAy

claiming that homosexuality was somehow 
“non-African,” a legacy of European colo-
nialism and American imperialism. Andre 
Banks, the executive director of All Out, 
said, “We are deeply saddened to hear 
about Nelson Mandela’s passing. Yet, we 
are hopeful his legacy of tolerance and 
mutual respect will live on for generations. 
As All Out continues to work with partners 
throughout Africa to free those who are op-
pressed and imprisoned for who they are 
and who they love, we will be inspired by 
Nelson Mandela’s story and words.” (Gay 
People’s chronicle – anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Two Cleveland 
transgender 
women murdered 
in two days
Cleveland, Ohio – The murder of two 
transgender women in less than two days 
has the LGBT community looking for an-
swers that do not seem to be coming. The 
first murder was that of Betty Skinner, a 
52-year-old woman who lived in a senior 
apartment building. She was disabled, and 
found dead in her bed in the morning of 
Thursday, December 5. She had a home 
health care worker who had been with her 
Wednesday evening. When the woman 
returned the next morning, Skinner was 
dead, apparently beaten. Her body showed 
head injuries. Police had made no arrests 
by press time, but transgender activist Ja-
cob Nash said authorities are looking at 
someone. Skinner was born Brian, but had 
her name legally changed in 2002. 

The other victim, Brittany-Nicole Kidd-
Stergis, age 
22, was 
found in her 
car, parked 
on West 
25th Street 
in the Lakev-
iew Terrace 
h o u s i n g 
project on 

December 6. She had been shot in the 
head. She was born Laron Kidd, and had 
a criminal history for robbery, misuse of 
credit cards and identity theft. But as Nash 
said, “It doesn’t matter what she’s done,” 
he said. “She didn’t deserve to die like 
that. It’s absolutely not acceptable.” 

Stergis was the third high-profile mur-
der of a transgender person in the Cleve-

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Betty Skinner and 
Brittany-Nicole Kidd-Stergis
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land area this year. CeCe Dove was bru-
tally slain in Olmsted Township in January, 
and her killer, Andrey Bridges, was sen-
tenced to life in prison for her murder last 
month. These last two murders come just 
eight months before the Cleveland-Akron 
metroplex hosts the Gay Games, bring-
ing LGBT athletes from across the globe, 
along with the attention of the planet, to 
northeast Ohio. “If local officials are not 
paying attention to what’s happening in the 
LGBT community, the rest of the world is,” 
Nash noted. (Gay People’s chronicle – an-
thony Glassman at Gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

Indian eunuchs 
provide informal 
adoption 
Mumbai, India – On a hot summer after-
noon, the eunuch held the little girl, now 
her adopted daughter Saleha. She re-

called the injuries on her 13-month-old 
body. “It was a sexual assault,” Zeenath 
Pasha, who is HIV positive, said. “Bring-
ing up children in brothels is difficult. What 
do I do?” In her room at Ramabai chawl, 
a brothel in Kamathipura, Zeenath broke 
down recollecting the injuries on her 
daughter’s body. Kamathipura, in India’s 
commercial capital Mumbai, is one of the 
oldest and largest red light districts in In-
dia. The windows on the second floor face 
the street where a group of sex workers 
are sitting on the landing of the staircases. 
This is a hijra (eunuch in Hindi) brothel in 
Gulli (lane) No.1. Around eight of them live 
here. Zeenath runs the brothel. 

Zeenath adopted Saleha from another 
sex worker in the neighborhood. The bio-
logical mother Shonali also is HIV positive. 
Sometimes she comes and plays with her 
daughter in the evenings. When Zeenath 
found out she was planning on aborting the 
child, she approached her, gave her some 
money, and the delivery at a local hospital 

happened in Zeenath’s name. That’s how it 
happens because eunuchs can’t adopt chil-
dren legally in this country, she says. Zeen-
ath is sick, but is holding on, and hopes one 
day Saleha will get out of the streets, and 
enter a home. That’s what every mother 
wishes for a daughter, Zeenath says.

There are many eunuchs who infor-
mally adopt children in the red light dis-
trict, born to mothers who can’t keep them 
for various reasons. A few send them off 
to boarding schools if they can afford it. 
The rest, at least in the brothels, rely on 
night schools and creches run by volun-
tary service organizations to keep the chil-
dren away in the nights when customers 
stumble into the brothels. Gauri, 31, says 
she became a mother by accident. But she 
loves Gayatri, her daughter, and sends her 
to a boarding school. During vacations, her 
daughter comes to live with her. That she 
is a doting mother is evident in the way she 
pampers her child.

(al Jazeera – chinki Sinha at al-
jazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/12/
ind ian-eunuchs-adopt - fu l f i l l -mother -
hood-2013121293357705443.html)

Vice principal 
fired for same-
sex marriage 
Sammamish, Washington – Eastside 
Catholic High School in Sammamish fired 
Vice Principal Mark Zmuda by forcing him 
to resign because he married a man over 
the summer. The Archdiocese of Seattle 
ordered the firing of Mr. Zmuda and a 
school spokeswoman, Sister Mary Tracy 
told KING 5 “a church decision is not a 
school decision.” A letter sent to students 
says that marrying a man “violated his 
employment contract.”

The students, however, did not feel 
the same way as the Archdiocese. As 
word spread throughout Eastside Catholic 
High School, students took their protest 
to social media, which then spread news 
of the firing to other Catholic high schools 
and groups of four protesters soon be-
came 150 or more, until finally, sit-ins be-
gan to take place at campuses across the 
state. After a few hours, media began to 
show up.

According to Bradley Strode, the stu-
dent body president at Eastside Catholic 
High School, the student body is over-
whelmingly against the decision that Mr. 
Zmuda should resign. t (Seattle Gay 
News – Shaun Knittel at Sgn.org)

beyond The belTwAy JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Mental Health Professional   |   AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc

Contractual 4 hours per week. No benefits. Grant Funded through June 30, 2014
Position Summary:
Mental Health Professional:Mental Health Professional: A clinical position responsible for the delivery of 
mental health assessments, counseling and other therapeutic services; limited 
clinical case management services to an identified client population. Clients of 
No Wrong Door (NWD) program are transgender adults at high risk for 
substance abuse, infectious disease including HIV, and mental illness. Position 
maintains client caseload, following established treatment guidelines agency 
policies and procedures. policies and procedures. Works with the Behavioral Intervention Specialist to 
identify clients most in need of clinical services. Provide supports to help clients 
maximize beneficial outcomes of therapeutic services. Provides therapeutic 
intervention in a variety of treatment modalities individually matched to the needs 
of each client.  Provides referrals to other services and programs in the 
community, as needed. Actively advocates on behalf of the client. 
Minimum Requirements
•• 5 years previous experience providing therapeutic mental health services.
• 3 years previous experience successfully providing therapeutic mental health 
services to adult lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender adult clients.
• Familiarity with the current Standards Of Care for the Health of Transsexual, 
Transgender, and Gender Nonconforming People (version 7, 2012), published by 
the World Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH).
•• Familiarity with the Competencies for Counseling with Transgender Clients 
(2009), published by the Association for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Issues in Counseling (ALGBTIC).
• Previous experience and proven ability to work in affirming ways with 
transgender persons of diverse cultural backgrounds.
Education/Licenses/Certifications:
• Master’s Degree or higher in a behavioral health field
•• Must be licensed to provide clinical services in the State of Maryland; license 
must be Active and in Good Standing.
Additional Information:
Psychologist (Ph.D. or Psy.D.) or Psychiatrist (DO/MD) preferred

How to Apply:
Email Interest Letter, C.V., and pay requirements to:  

BaltoAIDS@aol.com , with *NWD Job Applicant* in the 
Subject line, or send postal mail to:Subject line, or send postal mail to:

Jeffrey Grabelle, Chief Operating Officer
Re: NWD Job Applicant

AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc.
10 E. Eager Street

Baltimore, MD 21202
No calls or email queries, please.

Zeenath pasha
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newS // KEYSTONE STATE

LGBT community and what it has built. Anyone 
considering a run against Sims, 2014 is not the 
time. Anyone who does so should not be com-
ing to my door in the future for support, and I’m 
sure many in the community feel the same.

Fleck represents one of the most rural, 
conservative districts in the commonwealth. 
His bravery in coming out is only surpassed by 
his support of equality while in the legislature, 
before he outed himself. While many Republi-
cans were outed by their own hypocrisy, Fleck 

proudly fought to out himself. It 
is sad that one of our own com-
munity organizations kept him 
from doing so earlier. Imagine 
the anguish that created. He 
is respected by his colleagues 
of both parties. He has serious 
re-election challengers, from 
where you’d expect – the right 
wing. Fleck’s victory would go 
a long way for tolerance and 
equality. Think of it, an out gay 
man elected in a conservative 
district. That’s a strong mes-
sage.

The point is that while one 
candidate is a Democrat and 
one is a Republican, those of 
you who support one party 

over the other, as I do, might have differences 
with the other party, but that should not pre-
vent us as a community from finally becoming 
pragmatic about our politics. If we do not have 
people who support our goal of equality in of-
fice, we’ll never gain equality. You cannot pass 
legislation with only one party. It takes both 
Democrats and Republicans to pass legisla-
tion. It is easier to be elected as an openly gay 
Democrat than as a Republican. That is why 
Sims’s reelection is assured, and why the right 
wing is attempting to unseat Fleck. This is a 
time for us to unite as a community. t

mark Segal (mark@epgn.com is publisher 
of PhiladelPhia Gay News. 

by mARk SegAl
If you’ve read “Pennsylvania’s first out law-
maker, one year later” about State Rep. Mike 
Fleck on the front page of this paper loast is-
sue, there are two points that should jump out 
at you and give you pause: First, Pennsylvania 
has two out state representatives, one Demo-
crat and one Republican. With pride, we are 
the only state that can claim that. Also of note: 
a gay-rights organization actually tried to keep 
a gay man in the closet. Since day one of the 
movement for equality, we 
have fought for people to be 
out. If this is true, this organi-
zation should hang its head in 
shame. While I won’t ponder 
the reasons for, or even the 
evils of, that action, I will dis-
cuss the two aforementioned 
legislators.

They are Brian Sims (D) 
and Mike Fleck (R), and both 
are up for re-election next 
year. For me, it’s simple: We 
as a community need to sup-
port both for re-election. Imag-
ine the statement if two out 
representatives – one from a 
progressive district, one from 
a conservative district – are 
re-elected. That sends an incredibly powerful 
message to Harrisburg and has to send a shiv-
er through a political party that has not always 
cared about our rights. Now, as for the two out 
candidates ...

Sims represents the most progressive dis-
trict in the commonwealth. It is overwhelmingly 
Democrat. Therefore, if he wins the primary, he 
faces only token opposition from any Republi-
can. Let’s be clear: There is little chance of any 
serious challenge to Sims. The popularity of his 
victory is a matter of pride for the community 
and, thus, any challenger faces a future of re-
sentment from the LGBT community. This is not 
about Sims; his re-election is a validation of the 

Truth is Above Party Politics

pennsylvania
State Rep. Mike Fleck

by mARlA SeymouR
How did I come to live in West Virginia? 
The short answer is... I followed love. Actu-
ally, I followed love to Frederick and, after 
a year, left early-21st-century Frederick’s 
malls and military base in favor of a short 
commute to that city from the mountains 
east of Charles Town, West Virginia. 
The beauty of the Eastern Panhan-
dle is as close to the rocky, rough 
beauty of America’s West. (my true 
love) as any area that I have seen 
in the East.

I discovered that I had traded 
suburbs for forest; and a not-too 
friendly neighborhood for a place where 
strangers commonly help to dig your ve-
hicle out of snowdrifts – and also where a 
family’s lost pets are regularly found and 
returned – I, personally, have returned four 
such animals and I have been the happy 
recipient of one such return. I had traded 
a town where (at 
the time) it was dif-
ficult to find leeks 
in a grocery store 
for a village where 
even the local gro-
cery carried not 
only leeks, but all 
manner of more 
“exotic” produce. 
I had traded an 
LGBT community 
that was insular 
and difficult to find 
– or to “break into” 
– for gay neighbors 
(a happy accident) 
who became excel-
lent friends. In fact, 
in the mountain community of which I am a 
resident, our little section of road has five 
homes upon it and three of those homes 
were occupied by LGBT folk – and a fourth 
was occupied by a childless straight couple 
who were/are very close to and supportive 
of a gay sibling / sibling-in-law. We began 
to call our little area “Homo Heights”.

Since that time, if I used my home as 
the center-point of a circle of a quarter-mile, 
I have become aware of five more LGBT 
households. Who would have thought? 

In addition to these lovely exchanges, I 
found that our local farmers’ markets spe-
cialize in organic fruits and vegetables and 
grass-fed, farm-grown meat that is antibiot-
ic-free. Some of the vendors create home 
crafts and foods. We have a candy-maker, 
a soap-and-scent manufacturer, an herb-
grower and drier, a salsa-and-tortilla-chip 
maker, a coffee roaster, many flower-grow-

ers, and a couple of bread/baked goods 
manufacturers – all represented at these 
markets. There are three such markets 
available to me on late Spring, Summer 
and Fall weekends. The most distant is 

about fifteen miles away and 
the closest is four miles 

away – just a middling 
bicycle ride from my 
home.

And then, there 
is the amount of real 
estate that one may 

purchase for a rela-
tively low cost. That is 

to say, a lot. In late 2002, 
we purchased this home 

(see photo) and the one and one-
half acres of forest upon which it sits for 
well under $200,000. Of course, we have 
invested nearly as much into the home as 
we paid for the purchase price. But what 

a snugly, remote hideout – yet, with kindly 
neighbors within shoutin’ distance!

I expected to find massive numbers of 
people with unsophisticated social and po-
litical outlooks. What I found was far and 
away – uh – not that. Many of the people 
who live on my mountain ridge work or 
telecommute to work in D.C., its western 
suburbs, or Dulles Airport. I know pilots, 
flight attendants, regional airline execs, 
lobbyists, nurses, writers, and politicians. 
I also know self-employed tradespeople, 
caterers, waiters and newspaper carriers 
and mechanics. Most are well-read and 
great conversationalists. Within the East-
ern Panhandle the almost mythical charac-
ter of the “hillbilly” is all but dead.

Now and then, I hunger for a more ur-
ban adventure. On more than one occa-
sion, I have taken the ten-minute trip to 

breathe free

// EASTERN PANHANDLE W.V.

A Baltimore Gal in the Woods

—continued on page 9
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CONTEST FOR THE MOST FABULOUS BLACK ATTIRE
MUSIC BY: DEEJAY ARTURO & DJ KATRINA

SATURDAY

21+   9pm til ??
$12 before 11pm and $15 after
Free Champagne toast at midnight
No advance tickets will be sold

S.H.E. Productions and Grand Central Present:

NEW YEAR’S EVE
masquerade affair

GRAND CENTRAL & SAPPHOS 1001 NORTH CHARLES ST. BALTIMORE, MD 21202
facebook.com/sheproductions    sheproductionsevents.com    centralpub.com

Clearly significant progress was made in 
2013 for many in the LGBT communities. 
There were some surprises in the mix that 
added more shine to an already glossy year. 
Coming out revelations, the first openly gay 
candidate elected to the U.S. Senate, in-
creased popular support for marriage equal-
ity, and even a Super 
Bowl trophy for our 
beloved Baltimore 
Ravens were part of 
this intriguing year.

Immediately af-
ter midnight on New 
Year’s Eve, the tone 
for the rest of 2013 
was already set. 
Baltimore Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake, already a 
proven advocate and 
supporter for LGBT issues, officiated the first 
legal same-sex marriage ceremony in Bal-
timore and was among the first in the state 
where dozens celebrated their nuptials on 
that glorious day.

Following that historic occasion, hun-
dreds of other couples in Maryland tied 
the knot throughout the year, and marriage 
equality, unfathomable just three years ago, 
became almost routine. During Pride, the 
Mayor officiated the first mass same-sex 
weddings to loud cheers by hundreds of 
family members, friends and onlookers. This 
joy of marriage equality spread across the 
country as the year closed with 18 states 
and D.C. legalizing same-sex marriages.

We also celebrated the announced re-
tirement of state delegate Emmett C. Burns, 
Jr., and the political ruination of fellow ho-
mophobe delegate Donald H. Dwyer, Jr. who 
did little during their terms other than attempt 
to block progress on LGBT rights.

While delivering the State of the Union 
Address in January, President Obama be-
came the first president in U.S. history who 
called for equal rights for gays. That indicat-
ed we had clearly turned the corner in the 
debate over LGBT rights. This was followed 

by a parade of elected and other officials 
across the country publicly favoring mar-
riage equality.

The biggest news on the marriage front 
was the U.S. Supreme Court’s 5-4 ruling in 
June that struck down Section 3 of DOMA. 
By doing so the Court paved the way for the 
federal government to recognize legally wed 
same-sex couples, which would, among a 
plethora of rights and benefits, entitle cou-
ples to file taxes jointly and receive such fed-
eral benefits as Social Security and veterans 
pensions.

The U.S. Senate made history with its 
bipartisan vote on a trans-inclusive ENDA – 
the federal Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act. President Obama already said he would 
immediately sign the bill into law if the House 
approves it.

Of course, not everything was so rosy. 
By a vote of 6-to-5, the Maryland Senate Ju-
dicial Proceedings Committee struck down 

SB 449 – a mea-
sure that would 
have provided pro-
tections in employ-
ment, housing and 
public accommoda-
tions on the basis 
of gender iden-
tity or expression 
– thus killing the bill 
for the 2013 legisla-
tive session.

All things con-
sidered and recog-

nizing there is a ton of work to do in the way 
of HIV/AIDS prevention, LGBT homeless-
ness, transgender non-discrimination at the 
state level, bullying, hate crimes and other 
issues, this was a very good year – particu-
larly for gays and lesbians. 

But will 2014 offer reasons for jubilation? 
Sadly, no.

We all like to view any New Year through 
the lens of unfiltered optimism. I sure do. But 
there is that pesky thing called reality that 
manages to be the skunk at the picnic. Some 
years are better than others, but there is little 
cause for unbridled optimism in 2014.

On the positive side, we will see sev-
eral new states join in the marriage equality 
parade. New Mexico, Oregon even Penn-
sylvania and Ohio could legalize same-sex 
marriage through various means. Certainly, 
the Supreme Court ruling has provided clar-
ity and precedence for future discrimination 
cases brought before lower courts. This 
could be a major story.

On the other side of the ledger ENDA 
most assuredly will not be brought up during 
2014, not with elections taking place in No-
vember and Republican incumbents fear of 
being “primaried” for not being more like the 

Tea Party voters. Still kowtowing to that fac-
tion, Speaker John Boehner said he will not 
allow a vote (even though head counters say 
it would pass) because there is “no basis or 
need” for federal employment nondiscrimi-
nation protections.

At the state level, transgender non-
discrimination legislation is not likely either 
given that it’s an election year. This looks 
like it would have to wait until 2015 when the 
chances for passage would seem brighter. 
With a shift in the make-up of the Judicial 
Proceedings Committee by Senate President 
Miller or one of the members changing his/her 
mind, the bill could get through and pass in 
both chambers. A targeted strategy directed 
towards the JPR and/or Miller is really what’s 
needed to make the bill a law. But again, be-
ing an election year complicates matters.

The upcoming year should not be total-
ly dismal for LGBT folks because so much 
could happen either way. Nonetheless, 
progress on key issues will be stalled. There 
were surprises in 2013 and we could see 
some more – good or bad – this time around. 

One thing I believe will occur is that there 
will be interesting developments in at least 
one major LGBT organization in 2014. Stay 
tuned, and have a Happy New Year. t

ouTSpoken 

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Will Next Year 
Top 2013?

Harpers Ferry to ride the train into D.C. 
For a day “on the mall”, the round-trip fare 
is $18. Gasoline and parking alone would 
cost a person that much! As it is, I sit back 
with a book or newspaper, in a cushy seat 
for a 45-minute trip to museums and shops. 
For a slightly longer trip by car, you can 
catch a train to Baltimore from Frederick.

What I have found, is that once one is 
willing to exchange a city’s downtown for 
suburbs, one has already sacrificed walk-
ing distance to amusements for a ride in 
a vehicle and all of the expense and com-
petition of urban parking. Usually, what 
one gives up once ensconced in suburbs 
or exburbs, are frequent trips to downtown 
rather than spending the extra time and 
money to get there. It is my great good 
fortune that I have discovered that just a 
tiny bit further afield from the painfully bor-
ing ’burbs, exist more variety, more ease 
getting into and out of two nearby cities, a 
lowered cost-of-living, many people worth 
befriending, and all of the solitude and 
beauty that I ever craved. t

A bAlTimoRe gAl 
in The woodS

– continued from page 8
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by vAnn michAel
Real Trans Talk would like to thank all of 
you for taking the time to read the stories 
of transgender Marylanders throughout the 
year. We would also like to say thank you 
to those who bravely chose to share their 
journey and baltimore outloud for pro-
viding the outlet. Within each story Real 
Trans Talk hoped to highlight the human 
elements that are often overlooked by 
mainstream media. Story telling is a very 
important part of the journey we call life. 
When we share our 
individual truth a bond 
is formed and a pain 
is lessened when we 
know that we are not 
alone. Hope springs 
forth and strength is 
formulated to move 
forward in trials and 
tribulations.

Real Trans Talk 
would like to take this time to reflect upon 
some of this year’s most poignant mo-
ments:

I asked my daughter why she never 
told me and she said, “He asked me not 
to because there aren’t any anti-discrimi-
nation laws in our country to protect him.” 
She said, “Plus, I knew how you felt about 
this kind of stuff so we just lived our lives 
in private.” I am still sitting here trying to 
piece it all together in this hospital room. 
My son-in-law is no longer with us because 
he was beaten to death. The husband, 
who proudly served his country in the 
military, was beaten to death because he 
was transgender. This is an excerpt from 
Stealth Public Servant and although at the 
time of this event there were laws to pro-
tect transgender individuals in the country 
from discrimination there were and still are 
no protections in the armed forces to pro-
tect transgender servants. We have lost 
many lives during war time and perhaps in 
the coming year America will protect all of 
its citizens from discrimination and pass a 
gender identity, gender expression policy 
for those who are putting their life on the 
line double time.

Starting with Murky Water, Real Trans 
Talk gave us a look into the world of a les-
bian couple who withstood the odds and 
married in 2004 in Ontario Canada. Their 
same-gender loving friends could not un-
derstand why the couple had to ‘make it 
official’ by going to Canada. After being 
the role model couple one partner real-

ized; “In therapy, I came to understand the 
T and what it means for me. I sat my wife 
down for a game changing conversation. 
Expecting her to leave me, I hesitantly 
said, “I think I’m transgender.” She said 
confidently, “I know.” As it turned out the 
couple is still happily married and currently 
assists couples like themselves, demon-
strating that relationships do survive the 
‘transition.’

I am sure no one can quite forget Triple 
Jeopardy when Real Trans Talk tackled 

what it felt like to be 
black gay and a trans-
man who is the Dea-
con at his church! “I 
had been mis-educat-
ed to think that sexual 
orientation and gender 
were the same. When 
I was able to under-
stand that who I was 
attracted to did not 

have any bearing on my gender… I was 
able to freely say to myself and others, 
‘There are gay transgender men and yes; 
I am gay!’” This story also highlighted the 
challenges couples face when transgen-
der people come to understand their ori-
entation as something different than once 
thought. This couple mutually agreed to 
separate and continue to co-parent. The 
three-part story starts in “Picture Perfect,” 
continues in “Roses and Thorns,” and ends 
with “Triple Jeopardy.”

Often times the transgender movement 
focuses on the youth, however we learned 
in “Life Before Pride,” trans-elders really 
lived in a time when secrecy was the code 
and the word transgender did not exist. “She, 
[my mother], immediately pulled me into the 
house and said sternly with strong conviction, 
“Don’t you ever say that again in public” so I 
became afraid to express my opinion about 
‘those people.’” Inspiration can certainly be 
drawn from this story. The person eventually 
came out to their wife and they have decided 
to remain partners and live together. Although 
the adjustment has been bumpy at times the 
two remain the best of friends.

Another trans-elder told Real Trans 
Talk to faithfully live in your truth. He re-
called telling his Bible-toting grandfather at 
the dinner table, “No grand-pop I’m a boy” 
He went on to share that finding support is 
a key element to transitioning. He has still 
made it through, from discrimination in the 
workforce to health care obstacles he says 
never stop living in your truth! t

Thinking ouTloud

As I have told some I am not a religious 
person but I am deeply spiritual. Be they 
good or bad, things that happen, they seem 
to be there to educate us on life. Some-
times there is an event that precipitates 
change. This past week I had just such an 
event. I experienced what some call Tacti-
cal Serendipity with an emotional outcome. 
Tactical Serendipity is the intersection of 
a “happy circumstance” with organized 
structure. It is often fostered by observa-
tion and experience leading to a surprising 
outcome. Let me offer my experience here.

Last Monday I was in a bit of a rush. 
For those who do not know I have ap-
pealed portions of my divorce ruling with 
the Maryland Court of Special Appeals in 
Annapolis and presently I am representing 
myself pro se (without a lawyer) in the mat-
ter. This past weekend I had worked many 
hours on preparing my reply brief for the 
court which was due in Annapolis by 4 p.m. 
that day. Mind you that would be 15 bound 
copies of a 15 page document with card-
stock covers. And so this explains my tired 
and weary presence at a Columbia shop-
ping mall around 2:30 p.m. on a Monday 
afternoon. I was picking up my briefs from 
the printer to take to the court.

On the way in to the print shop a wom-
an in a wheel chair stopped me and asked 
quite plainly, “Do you know of any shelter I 
could spend the night in? I have been out 
here the last two nights and I do not think I 
can take a third.” Her hands were shaking 
inside of gloves that looked too thin. Her 
piercing blue eyes had a hint of despera-
tion in them. Knowing I was on a deadline 
I could have just said, sorry I cannot help 
you. Instead I told her I was going into the 
shop to get my order and while in there 
I would do a search on my phone to see 
what might be available. But I could not 
wonder, why did she pick me?

While waiting on my order I did a web 
search for homeless shelters in Howard 
County and Columbia. I was pleased to 
have a list of about 10 places that might 
solve this woman’s problem. I came out 
into the parking lot and found her trying to 

ask another person for help (not money, 
help). I came up to her and asked if she 
had tried this place or that. Upon which she 
produced a piece of paper from a shopping 
bag that looked a lot like what was already 
on my phone.

Without consulting the paper she read 
down the list I saw on my phone from 
memory. This place had no room. No bed 
here. No openings there. One place told 
her there were two people ahead of her. I 
was pretty surprised by what she already 
knew. I glanced at her legs and asked her 
how she got around. She said she had MS 
but managed. She looked again in my eyes 
with those steel blue eyes and said “I need 
to get out of the cold, I found a hotel for 
about $80/night near here, I have about 
$25 right now, is there any way you can 
help me?”

So here I was, the very broke, heav-
ily debt-ridden, legally quagmired trans 
woman being asked by another person for 
help. I told her my financial condition was 
in peril too. I told her I was not sure what I 

could do to help her and moved to get my 
documents into my car.

It was at this point that I was awash 
with emotion and grief at the same time. As 
bad as things were for me here was some-
body who was worse off and asking me to 
help her. And I was mad, how could where 
I lived, Howard County, one of the most af-
fluent in the country not have a place for 
this woman. I looked at my thinning wallet 
and pulled out $40 and headed back to this 
woman. 

I asked her name and offered her the 
cash. She was flabbergasted. She said, 
“I’m Nichole and that is a lot of money, are 
you sure about that?” I told her never more 
sure of anything in my life. She asked me 
why? I told her, “You are more than half-
way to your goal, call it Happy Holidays.” 
She continued to look in disbelief at me as 
I walked away. I told her “Do good things 
with it.” She nodded. Nichole, I wish I could 
have done more for you, I wish we all 
could. I pointed my car towards Annapolis 
and cried most of the way there. t

Tactical 
Serendipity

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

REAL TRANS TALK: Looking Ahead 
in the Rearview Member

“So here I was, the 
very broke, heavily 
debt-ridden, legally 
quagmired trans 

woman being asked 
by another person           

for help.”
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become an automatic part of your daily life.
Changes in drug and alcohol use re-

quire support. Managing addiction is not a 
solo, do-it-yourself project. You may be able 
to keep from using for a while, but to maintain 
long term abstinence and achieve sobriety 
you will need education about the disease 
of addiction and support for recovery. Please 
seek help. Alcoholics Anonymous and Nar-
cotics Anonymous are not the only way, but 
they are good places to start because they 
are free and can be found in most areas.

Here’s a few easy resolutions that will 
make you feel good!

20 minutes outdoor in direct sunlight 
most days will improve your sense of well 
being as well as increasing your vitamin D 
level.

20 minutes brisk walking, outdoors 
or indoors, three or more days a week, can 
have surprisingly positive effects on feelings 
of sluggishness, irritability, and constipation. 
(If you can walk longer, that’s even better.

Bring out your positive mood. Notice 
how activities, people, places make you feel. 
If the TV annoys you, turn it off or go in an-
other room. Do you have music you love but 
never listen to? Find your headphones and 
listen to it. What about the friends or family 
you love but never see? Whenever possible, 
at work, school, and home, spend more time 
with the people who increase your positive 
mood. Mood has profound effects on brain 
and body function. Mood is self-reinforcing: 
people who feel positive get into the habit 
of feeling positive, and those who often 
feel negative can become habitually nega-
tive. (I’m sure you could give examples.) No 
one knows better than you what puts you in 
a positive or a negative mood. As much as 
possible, keep yourself positive for your own 
sake and for the people around you. How you 
feel affects their moods as well. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Many people like to make New Year’s reso-
lutions. If they are unable to stick with the 
change they committed to, some feel like a 
double failure: not only is the behavior they 
meant to change still happening, but they also 
failed to keep their commitment to change. 

Thinking about this, my first idea was that 
we should swear off the whole idea of New 
Year’s resolutions. But it would be a shame to 
give up on peoples’ motivation to make posi-
tive changes at the start of a new year. Here 
are some suggestions to make your 2014 
New Year’s resolution a success:

Successful behavior change is gradual, 
not sudden. For most people, no more than 
a 25% change at a time is a reasonable chal-
lenge. Instead of quitting smoking overnight, 
go from 20 to 15 cigarettes a day. If you now 
eat meat with every meal and want to cut back, 
start with 1 meatless meal every day. If you 
don’t exercise at all now, start by exercising 
twice a week, not daily. Continue with this mild 
level of change for at least one month, then if 
you feel comfortable you can increase your be-
havior change by a similar amount. Remember 
that if you are making changes for your health, 
the goal is to make change that will last for 
your lifetime. This is not about rapid change. 
It’s about making gradual changes which can 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

New Year’s 
Resolutions 

that Work! 

by dR. michAel gelb
The holiday season seems to start earlier and 
earlier each year which, for many people, 
means longer and longer periods of height-
ened stress, say integrated health specialists 
Dr. Michael Gelb and Dr. Howard Hindin.

“For many people, stress causes teeth 
grinding – bruxism – during the day or while 
they’re asleep at night and it’s not as innocu-
ous as it sounds. It not only wears down the 
enamel of the teeth, it can cause headaches, 
muscle pain, and disrupted sleep, which 
leads to daytime drowsiness and irritabil-
ity,” says Dr. Hindin of the Hindin Center for 
Whole Health Dentistry (Hindincenter.com), 
who partners with Dr. Gelb in tackling chronic 
disease with multidisciplinary approaches.

“Bruxism is the third most frequent abnor-
mal sleep behavior – sleep talking and sleep 
walking are other examples – and the num-
ber-one reason patients come to my clinic, 
even though they’re often not aware they’re 
grinding,” says Dr. Gelb of the Gelb Center in 
New York (Gelbcenter.com), a holistic dentist 
known worldwide for pioneering integrative 
treatments. “Stress is generally the cause of 
daytime teeth grinding, which is an involun-
tary clenching of the jaws. But great joy can 
be a cause, too. Nighttime grinding can have 
many causes – or no clear cause at all.”

Drs. Hindin and Gelb share some of the 
causes of teeth grinding and what people can 
do about it:

• One in four people with obstructive sleep 
apnea are bruxers: Like nighttime teeth grind-
ing, people with sleep apnea are often un-
aware they have a problem, so if the grinding 

The Holidays 
May Be  

Damaging 
Your Teeth 

leads to a diagnosis of sleep apnea, it could 
save the person’s life. People with untreated 
sleep apnea can stop breathing hundreds of 
times a night. Those with severe cases are 
46 percent more likely to die prematurely, ac-
cording to a study published in 2009 in PloS 
medicine journal.

 “Your doctor or dentist should explore 
the possibility of obstructive sleep apnea as 
a potential cause of your bruxism,” says Dr. 
Hindin.

• Caffeine, alcohol, cigarette smoking, 
and hypertension are all linked to increased 
incidence of bruxism: People who have a 
drink before they go to bed and people who 
ingest caffeine are more likely to be teeth 
grinders, with the likelihood increasing the 
more a person consumes. Cigarette smoking 
and high blood pressure are also associated 
with teeth grinding, as are certain drugs used 
to treat depression.

• Nighttime dental guards are just one op-
tion for treatment: Depending on the cause 
of the bruxism, there are a variety of treat-
ment options, ranging from dental guards to 
botox injections to anti-anxiety medications. 
“To effectively address the problem, the 
cause needs to be diagnosed if possible and 
treated,” says Dr. Gelb. “Bruxism can cause 
irreversible damage to your teeth, TMJ dis-
orders and other problems and, as Dr. Hindin 
pointed out, it can be a sign of a more se-
rious underlying problem, so it shouldn’t be 
ignored.”

But that doesn’t mean that everyone who 
grinds is in for a hefty medical bill. “For some 
people, treatment may be as simple as a $10 
night guard purchased at the drug store – al-
though a custom-fitted night guard is best.” t

dr. michael Gelb rceived his d.d.S. de-
gree from columbia university School of 
dental and oral Surgery and his m.S. degree 
from SuNY at buffalo School of dental medi-
cine. 

Like Us On Facebook!
www.facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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Study to Help the AIDS Research Effort

Grace United Methodist Church 
5407 N. Charles St at Northern Parkway

410-433-6650
 www.graceunitedmethodist.org

 

Join us each Sunday for worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
YYour children and youth are welcomed to participate in our 

Children’s Church School
Cribbery through age four 8:30 a.m.

Youth at 9:00 a.m.   
Cribbery through grade five at 10 a.m.

St. Johns United Methodist Church 
2640 St. Paul St.
 410-366-7733 410-366-7733

www.stjohnsbaltimore.org 
Join us each Sunday for worship at 11:30 a.m. 

Children are welcome at the 11:30 am worship service each 
Sunday with special activities provided during worship.

Reconciling and Welcoming Congregations
Two Churches in Cooperative Ministry

pASSingS

Longtime baltimore outloud photographer 
Harry Lowinger died Wednesday, December 
11 from lung cancer and heart failure at the 
home of his daughter Debra Harrington in 
Pasadena, Maryland. He was 80 and most 
recently lived in senior housing in Hamp-
den. Harry began working as a photogra-
pher for the gay community in the 1980s 
as a volunteer for the baltimore Gay Paper 
(now Gay life). At that time, Mike Chase 
was publisher of the Gay Paper and Harry 
became one of his most reliable photogra-
phers. Mike called on Harry to photograph 
many of the most important events—from 
various LGBT Community Center functions 
including its yearly fundraising gala and the 
annual Gay Pride parades and festivals to a 
protest at the Charles Theater over the the-
ater’s refusal to distribute the Gay Paper. 
When Mike left Gay life to join baltimore 
outloud as publisher, Harry followed him 
to the then fledgling newspaper and in its 
early years was an essential member of the 
staff. 

Jim Becker, co-publisher of baltimore 
outloud, said, “I have known Harry since 

HARRY LOWINGER 
1933-2013

his work at the Gay Paper 
and he became a dear friend. 
He chronicled many impor-
tant events affecting the com-
munity for more than 20 years 
and had an artist eye that 
could capture the essence of 
an occasion. He was very old 
school and insisted on de-
veloping every roll of film he 
took. He believed in the im-
portance of honest photogra-
phy and spoke with disdain of 
the current use of Photoshop 
to alter the fundamental truth 
of a picture. He only bowed 
to modernity and purchased 
a digital camera when he no 
longer was able to tolerate the 
chemicals used to develop his 
pictures.”

Harry was a reader of the Nation and 
other left-leaning publications. He loved to 
discuss politics and would never hesitate to 
express his very strong, progressive opinions. 
Jim Williams, president of Pride Media, the 
publisher of baltimore outloud, described 
Harry as “a cynic with a heart; someone who 
empathized with the powerless and felt con-

tempt for the wealthy one 
percent.” 

Harry was born in Vi-
enna, Austria on May 2, 
1933, to Annah Speilman, 
and Theodore Lowinger. 
When Harry was 5, his 
mother left Austria with him 
and his sister Lillian in or-
der to escape the Nazi ter-
ror and soon came to the 
U.S. The family eventually 
settled in Baltimore. His 
mother became ill and he 
and his sister were raised 
by his maternal aunt Truda 
and her husband Arthur.

Harry graduated from 
City College High School 
in 1952. While at City, he 
said he discovered the 

Enoch Pratt Library and the joy of books. As 
a teenager he said he often took refuge from 
a difficult life among the books of the Central 
Library on Cathedral Street. Books were a 
companion for him throughout his life. 

After graduating from City, Harry served in 
the army in Korea. While in Korea, he worked 
as a photographer for the army and in 1956 

he made a holiday film of British troops in Ko-
rea that was shown on the BBC at Christmas. 
Upon his return to Baltimore, he re-enrolled 
in Towson State Teachers’ College, now Tow-
son University, and graduated He also stud-
ied photography and film-making. 

Harry worked in a variety of jobs. He taught 
high school, was a counselor at the City Jail, 
and after holding several positions with the city 
including photographer for the Department of 
Transportation, he retired in 1993.

No matter what he was doing to make a 
living, however, photography was his avoca-
tion and he remained a lifelong student of 
the craft. For many years, he was a regular 
visitor to Service Photo, a camera store in 
Hampden, and enjoyed discussing cameras 
and photography with the experts that worked 
there. His camera was quite literally by his 
side at all times. 

In addition to his daughter Debra, Harry 
is survived by one son, Joshua Lowinger. 
Another son, Aaron Lowinger, died in 2012. 
Also, he is survived by five grandchildren, 
Amanda Lowinger, Jarrett Kobin, Patrick 
Harrington, Rachel Harrington, Jessica 
Lowinger and Rebecca Lowinger and 4 
great grandchildren. His marriage to Jeanne 
Kyser ended in divorce. t

harry lowinger at 75
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Old Otterbein
United Methodist Church

112 West Conway Street
Batlimore, MD 21201

(410) 685-4703

http://oldotterbeinumc.org/
Find us on Find us on Facebook!

We are a diverse church, 
open to all.
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to make people smile as well as be emotionally impas-
sioned about the music. I hope I achieved that.

GS: I think you succeeded. This has been a big year 
for Christmas CDs, with new ones from Kelly Clark-
son, Mary J. Blige, and, of course, Johnny Mathis. 
What would it mean to you if your Christmas CD be-
came a holiday favorite in the tradition of Mathis’s 
holiday recordings?

bJ: That would be a dream come true and such an 
honor. I was recently lucky enough to be reviewed, in a 
grouping, with those CDs in Next magazine, which was 

wonderful. I was so happy to 
even be included with that group 
of people.

GS: You also recently got 
a nice nod from The Advocate 
when The Voice of Christmas 
was listed at number two on 
the magazine’s “Hot Sheet.” 
What did that honor mean to 
you?

bJ: That’s an incredible hon-
or. There is one demographic of 
people that can be hard to please 
and that’s the gays. I know there 
were some other amazing things 
on the “Hot Sheet” that week, 
such as John Waters’ new spo-
ken album and a couple of great 
shows, so that was an amazing 
honor. I wasn’t expecting that at 
all.

GS: Do you have special 
plans for Christmas this year?

bJ: My partner works during 
the holidays. He’s a hair color-
ist in a fancy salon in Chicago. 
The holidays are always his busy 
season. I always feel guilty when 
I go home around then. I grew up 
in California and for some reason 
the crazy, intense winter weather 
arrived a month early (in Chica-
go). Tomorrow there’s supposed 
to be a low of three below are 
something like that. We’re sup-
posed to get five inches of snow. 
So, last night, in the heat of the 
moment I broke down and bought 
a plane ticket. I’m going home for 
Christmas [laughs].

GS: Who can blame you?
bJ: [Laughs] I had to do it. t
GS: Branden, what’s next for you professionally?
BJ: I’m going to finish up my contract at Lyric Opera. 

My plans are to move back home to Los Angeles. Every 
week I get calls asking me to come out there and do some 
work. I’m under contract and regretfully have to say no 
all the time. It’s been a little bit frustrating. I’m looking 
forward to making the transition back to being a freelance 
artist. I have a bunch of private and corporate gigs that I 
have booked. I’m headlining the GLBT center’s gala here 
in March, which is very exciting. Sometime after that I will 
make my way back to California and see what happens. t

lively ARTS // PERSONALITIES

largest Christmas show in Europe. There are 60 members 
in the choir, there’s a 40-piece orchestra and 25 danc-
ers. It’s a huge production with elaborate costumes. I’ve 
always loved Christmas and would love to produce my 
own Christmas show at some point in the future. So, a 
holiday album was a perfect fit. I was voted off the show 
in the finals the week before the finale. It’s funny because 
when I hired a team of publicists and marketers to put this 
project on its feet they all said, “This is 
great, but you should’ve called us two 
months ago.” People start working on 
Christmas over the summer at the very 
latest. We had about three weeks to 
turn around this whole project. It was 
a very intense little pop of time. But I’m 
so glad I did it and I’m so proud of the 
product that actually came out in that 
very short amount of time.

gS: do you have favorite christ-
mas albums from your childhood?

bJ: I grew up in the church and 
something my mom would always play 
at home was Amy Grant’s Christmas 
album. I still returned to that because 
the songs are festive and wonderful. I 
also love anything that Frank Sinatra or 
Bing Crosby recorded, as well. I’m kind 
of old school like that. And whose favor-
ite song isn’t “All I Want for Christmas” 
by Mariah Carey [laughs]? I was just at 
the Zoo Lights at Lincoln Park Zoo on 
Sunday night and that was playing with 
a light show and I was in gay heaven.

GS: Your rendition of the song 
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas” 
is making its debut on your album. 
How did that come to pass?

bJ: It was written by a young com-
poser named Brian Katona, who has 
done a lot of Broadway and Opera 
compositions in the past, and he and 
I have had a long working relationship. 
I met him almost ten years ago now in 
Los Angeles while working on an origi-
nal operatic setting of alice in Wonder-
land. He is now a professor at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. He offered 
to write a song for me. He said, “What 
about this text?” I said, “I love the story 
and it’s a classic text.” I’m very happy with the new set-
ting. I love the way it turned out.

GS: “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” is one of 
two lighter tunes (the other being “Jingle Bells”) in-
cluded on the disc. Was it important for you to have 
some lighthearted moments on the album?

bJ: It’s Christmas and people want to laugh and cry 
and celebrate and they want to be sentimental. So I think, 
yes, especially for holiday albums that it’s important to 
have all of those aspects on there. It also shows another 
side of my personality. I may be a classical singer, but I’m 
not stodgy. I didn’t want to come across that way. I wanted 

by gRegg ShApiRo
Branden James made the LGBT community at large proud 
when he was a finalist on the eighth season of NBC’s tal-
ent competition show america’s Got talent. James, a gay 
classical crossover artist (and performer with Chicago’s 
Lyric Opera), made an indelible impression on the audi-
ence with his stellar rendition of Leonard Cohen’s “Halle-
lujah.” James has included that song on his debut CD the 
Voice of christmas (MCON). A welcome addition to this 
year’s crop of holiday music, the Voice of christmas is 
the perfect showcase for James’ breathtaking vocal gifts. 
What better way for him to display them than through such 
celebratory music? I spoke with Branden in December 
2013 about the CD and his career.

Gregg Shapiro: Branden, the first time we spoke 
was during the summer of 2013 when you were still in 
the midst of performing and competing on america’s 
Got talent. How would you rate the experience on the 
whole?

Branden James: That’s a very interesting question. 
Do you want a number rating?

GS: However you want to do it.
bJ: There were parts of it that grew old so quickly 

because they asked the same 50 questions 100 different 
ways. It’s reality television. We assume, as an audience 
member, that it’s more or less reality, but so much of it is 
situational or scripted. They would ask me questions (and 
say), “That’s a great answer, but can you make it this way 
or take it to this place? Can you answer that again and 
really go to that emotional place?” They were drawing out 
the drama, so to speak. That’s one aspect of it that was 
intense. The other one was simply that on a professional 
and a personal level I was living out two new stories for 
me. One being that I’m a classical singer and have never 
been a commercial artist. That environment was com-
pletely different for me. It was kind of jarring in a way to be 
in a TV studio and suddenly be on live TV when I was used 
to being on an opera stage or in a concert hall, a smaller, 
less intense setting. The other thing was that this conflict 
between my parents and me, regarding my sexuality, we 
were still working things out while the show was going on. 
It was a lot to take in emotionally. I feel like I didn’t really 
have a chance to process that until the show was over.

GS: Was that situation with your parents resolved 
in a positive way?

bJ: Yeah, everything’s great with my parents. As with 
any change in your life it takes some time to process. 
When you’re on a show like that you don’t really have the 
emotional space to do it. I had to do it afterwards while I 
was recording this album [laughs]. The experience was 
intense and the post experience was intense. Now I’m in 
a nice relaxed mood.

GS: Do you have a favorite memory or moment 
from your time on America’s Got Talent?

bJ: I think my favorite moment was making Heidi Klum 
cry. 

gS: your new cd The Voice of Christmas is an al-
bum of holiday music. Has it always been a dream of 
yours to record an album such as this?

bJ: It has. I’ve always had a soft spot for holiday mu-
sic. I spent a couple of years over in the UK doing the 

What a Voice! AN INTERVIEW WITH BRANDEN JAMES

Branden 
James
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brothers who had to convince Travers that “respon-
stible” was a real word (that they just made up) and 
that they could compose songs that weren’t just fluff. 

Schwartzman gets most of the screen time, and he does 
a great job of sticking to his guns and never giving up 
in the face of Travers’s naysaying. Paul Giamatti also 
gives a nice performance as the driver assigned to Trav-
ers during her stay in L.A., and becomes the only Ameri-
can she can tolerate. He and Thompson have some very 
nice moments together.

Director John Lee Hancock keeps the film moving 
along once Travers arrives in Hollywood, getting out 
of the way and letting his actors do their work. Special 
mention must be made of the production design and art 
direction by Michael Corenblith and Lauren E. Polizzi, 
who have kept the film’s period detail remarkably accu-
rate, from a vintage stuffed Mickey Mouse to the look of 
Disneyland at that time. They really nailed the era.

Saving mr. banks may not be Best Picture material 
– it would have benefited from giving Disney and his 
team a little more depth instead of making Travers the 
complete villain of the piece – but it is pleasant and tells 
a very interesting story that’s mostly true (stick around 
during the credits to hear some of the actual recordings 
made during the pre-production process and you’ll get 
an idea that Thompson’s Travers isn’t too far from real 
life). It’s one of those movies that actors are attracted 
to for rich characterization and awards possibilities, and 
the audience wins with a quality production that’s both 
enlightening and entertaining. t

lively ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

Poppins than it is to children. Emma Thompson portrays 
Travers as a tough-willed dame who comes off as a total 
bitch most of the time, but in the context of her life you 
have to have some understanding of why she holds on to 
these characters so tightly. They are her family and she 
does not want to let them go or be mistreated or misunder-
stood by some Hollywood bigwig (she hated the finished 
movie so much that she refused to sell the rights to any 
more of her Poppins books, although she did agree to the 

stage musical on the condition that only British 
writers worked on it and no one from the movie 
had any participation, which kept the Sherman 
Brothers from writing any new songs). A lot of 
people may find Travers unbearable, but I under-
stood where she was coming from and Thomp-
son manages to take some of the edge off of her 
while still keeping that steely will intact. She’s 
definitely due some awards consideration.

Tom Hanks plays Disney as a down-homey 
business man. He knows what he wants and he’ll 
do what he has to to get his way. It’s a fine per-
formance, but I’m on the fence about the way he 
uses a kind of sing-songy voice when he speaks 
to Mrs. Travers. I felt it was a little condescend-
ing, and perhaps Travers did too which was way 
she was so difficult to work with. She probably 
felt like she was being treated as a child or some 
rube from the 
countryside of 
England who had 

no idea how Hollywood 
worked (she didn’t, but 
that’s beside the point). 
It’s a fine performance, 
but this being a Disney 
film, I don’t think they re-
ally portrayed Disney on 
screen as he may have 
been behind closed doors. 
I mean, he had to have lost 
his temper at some point 
with the demands Travers 
was making. It would have 
been nice to see a little 
more of the dark side of 
Disney.

Colin Farrell gives a 
nice turn as Travers Goff, 
Travers’s father (yes, she 
took her father’s name 
professionally), never let-
ting him be anything but a 
damaged soul. Goff may 
have been his own worst 
enemy, but he has nothing 
but love and kindness for 
his daughter even in his 
darkest hours. B.J. Novak 
and Jason Schwartzman 
play Robert and Richard 
Sherman, the songwriting 

by chuck duncAn
You’d be hard pressed to find anyone who doesn’t love 
Walt Disney’s mary Poppins. The film is practically perfect 
in every way… but I’m sure there are a few sourpusses 
out there who hate the movie just as much as the charac-
ter’s creator, author P.L. Travers. The new film Saving mr. 
banks takes a look at Disney’s 20-year struggle to get the 
film made while battling Mrs. Travers at every turn. You 
may never look at mary Poppins the same way.

Saving mr. banks tells the story of the making of mary 
Poppins, and gives us an insight into Mrs. Travers as well. 
When we first meet her, it’s 1961 and she’s just about out 
of money. Disney has been beating on her door for 20 
years to secure the rights to her book (the movie actually 
uses material from three books), and with the prospect of 
losing her home before her, she agrees to her agent’s re-
quests to fly from London to Los Angeles just to meet with 
Disney to see what he has planned.

Disney tries his best to charm Mrs. Travers, but her 
demands of what he can and cannot do with the character 
turn the task of creating a film into a much larger chore 
than anyone thought it would be. No singing, no anima-
tion, nothing red! Travers holds an iron grip on the char-
acters, and things come to a complete deadlock when she 
realizes that Disney and his creative team actually have 
no clue what the story is truly about.

But we do as the movie presents Travers’s life as a 
child in flashbacks peppered throughout the film, show-
ing us her doting father allowing her to run wild with her 
imagination… but also his darker side of alcoholism that 
constantly has his job in jeopardy and eventually leads to 
major health issues. When he becomes totally incapaci-
tated, an aunt arrives to take care of the family and all of 
the pieces fall into place. Disney also eventually puts the 
pieces together, and it’s no spoiler to say the film gets 
made and everyone lives happily ever after… at least in 
the movie world. The real life conclusion to this tale is a 
little less bright and shiny than we’re led to believe.

That one little flaw aside, Saving mr. banks is a won-
derful film that’s really targeted more to adult fans of mary 

Saving Mr. Banks is Practically Perfect

Mr. Disney tries to charm P.L. Travers
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his actors, and Bale, Cooper, Adams, Lawrence, Renner, 
Louis C.K. and everyone else involved are just terrific (the 
one weak link being Elisabeth Röhm as Renner’s wife 
who gets just a bit too melodramatic as their world begins 
to crumble around them). There’s even a very nifty cameo 
by a very well-known actor playing a Mafia head (a role 
not too far out of his wheelhouse) that almost made me 
gasp out loud when he came on screen. Bale, once again, 
has completely transformed himself into an overweight, 

lively ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

refuse: help the FBI bring down four of their 
most wanted, and they walk away scot-
free. The plan seems to be working, but 
the power and excitement goes to Richie’s 
head as the mayor of Camden, New Jersey, 
(Jeremy Renner) is drawn into the scam 
simply because he is desperate to fund the 
redevelopment of Atlantic City. The opera-
tion then snowballs nearly out of control as 
Richie, Emily, and Irving are drawn deeper 
into the criminal underworld that could have 
dire consequences if the plan fails.

I will state right up front that american 
Hustle is my favorite movie of the year (I still 
have yet to see the Wolf of Wall Street). 
I’ve heard from many sources about how 
difficult David O. Russell can be to work with (Lily Tomlin 
went quite public with that fact after working with him on 
i [Heart] Huckabees), but with whatever madness he has 
that drives him, it ends up being pure cinema artistry on 
screen. american Hustle has the look and the sounds of the 
period down pat (the hair!), and Russell’s and Eric Singer’s 
script just crackles with great dialogue and a whip-smart 
plot that careens from one scam to the other that will leave 
you wondering just who is actually scamming whom.

Russell also knows how to get great performances out of 

by chuck duncAn
In the late 1970s, the FBI launched an investigation into 
corrupt politicians under cover name Abscam. The Feds 
hired a convicted con artist to conduct the operation which 
ended up nabbing one senator, six members of the House 
of Representatives, one member of the New Jersey State 
Senate, members of the Philadelphia City Council, and an 
inspector for the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
David O. Russell’s new film, american Hustle, takes the 
basics of this operations and wraps it up brilliantly in a 
fictional narrative.

Christian Bale stars as Irving Rosenfeld, a Long Is-
land businessman who owns a chain of dry cleaners. He 
also “helps” people with bad credit get loans. Except he 
doesn’t, he just scams them for $5,000 and the loan never 
materializes. Irving meets Sydney Prosser (Amy Adams) 
at a party and the two hit it off, eventually becoming part-
ners in crime and in love despite the fact that Irving has a 
wife (Jennifer Lawrence) and a son at home. A prospec-
tive client shows up one day, but he turns out to be Richie 
DeMaso (Bradley Cooper) of the FBI and he nabs Sydney 
(who is going by the name and accent of Lady Emily) tak-
ing his check in exchange for the non-existent loan

Richie knows that Irving loves Emily (Richie has no 
clue she’s not really British, although he does know she is 
not of royal stock), so he makes them an offer they can’t 

American Hustle Won’t Leave You Feeling Scammed

—continued on page 19
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One thing’s for certain, Lisa Fischer 
can sing. That’s what has made her an 
in-demand backing vocalist for 20 or so 

years. Fischer was featured prominently in 
the 2013 doc 20 Feet From Stardom and 
sang back-up on recent concert tours with 
the Rolling Stones and Nine Inch Nails. 
Her 1991 Elektra album So intense (Real 
Gone Music), containing the Grammy-
winning single “How Can I Ease The Pain,” 
has been reissued in an expanded edi-
tion including five bonus tracks (such as 
an extended dance remix of “Save Me”). 

Not even production by Lu-
ther Vandross, Narada Mi-
chael Walden nor Arif Mar-
din could make this album 
the hit it should have been, 
but the reissue will allow a 
new generation to discover 
Fischer’s ample talents.

One of the biggest stars 
of the short-lived hip-hop/
jazz hybrid, Us3’s “Canta-
loop (Flip Fantasia),” with 
its Herbie Hancock sample, 
was an inescapable hit sin-
gle in 1993 (and for quite a 

few years after). The expanded reissue of 
Hand on the torch (Blue Note / UMe) fea-
tures the original album, including “Canta-
loop (Flip Fantasia),” on the first disc and 
a second disc of remixes (by Goldfish and 
others), as well as instrumental versions of 
songs from the album.

As with the aforementioned Van Mor-
rison and Bob Dylan, Boz Scaggs has 
been plying his trade since the 1960s. But 
it wasn’t until the mid-1970s that Scaggs 
achieved commercial success. His 1973 
album Slow dancer yielded a couple of 
minor hits (the title track and “You Make 
It So Hard”). However, it was his 1976 al-
bum Silk degrees that made Boz Scaggs 
a household name. The Grammy winning 
album produced a generous number of hit 
singles, all of which are included on the 
two-CD set the essential boz Scaggs (Co-
lumbia/Legacy). The collection also reach-
es into Scaggs’ past and includes more 
recent recordings as well.

As tragic as an opera, Mario Lanza 
was a handsome opera star-turned-mov-
ie star. His meteoric rise, during the late 
1940s and early 1950s was cut short, and 
he died at age 38. But while he was alive 
and singing, few performers could compare 
to the pleasing and magnificent sound of 
his voice. the toast of Hollywood (Mas-
terworks) captures 30 tracks on two discs 
– “A Tenor In Hollywood” and “A Tenor at 
the Movies,” including six previously unre-
leased recordings. t

by gRegg ShApiRo
Now in his fifth decade as a recording art-
ist, soulful musical mystic Van Morrison’s 
hugely successful 1970 solo album moon-
dance (Warner Brothers) has been reis-
sued in an expanded, deluxe, four CD / 
one blu-ray audio disc edition. Disc one 
includes a remastered version of the origi-
nal 10-song album in all of its glory. From 
the jazzy title cut to the romantic classic 
“Crazy Love,” and spiri-
tually oriented numbers 
including “Brand New 
Day,” “Into The Mystic” 
and “And It Stoned Me,” 
moondance deserves all 
the accolades it has ever 
received. The other three 
CDs consist of the 1969 
recording sessions, as well 
as mixes and alternates, 
for the album. The fifth blu-
ray disc features the origi-
nal album in high resolu-
tion 5.1 and stereo mixes.

Bob Dylan’s another Self Portrait (Co-
lumbia / Legacy) revisits songs from his 
derided 1970 Self Portrait and celebrated 
1970 New morning albums in this tenth 
volume in The Bootleg Series. Demo, unre-
leased, alternate, live and non-overdubbed 
versions of these songs, performed in an 
array of Dylan’s vocal styles, offer new and 
enlightening insights into the tunes as well 
as the tunesmith himself.

Along with sisters Betty and Helen, Dot 
Wiggin was one-third of naïve rock band 
The Shaggs. A favorite of hipsters around 
the globe, The Shaggs’ 1969 debut album 
earned the trio a following for its simplis-
tic lyrics, amateur musicianship and off-
key singing. In other words, camp is cool! 
Stepping out solo for the first time ever on 
ready! Get! Go! (Alternative Tentacles), 
Dot Wiggin fronts the Dot Wiggin Band. If 
you dug/dig The Shaggs, this album will be 
right up your alley.

The original line-up of influential noise-
pop band Medicine has reunited for to the 
Happy Few (Captured Tracks), its first stu-
dio album since 1995. As sweet and tart as 
the citrus fruits pictured on the cover, the 
disc opens with the blistering “Long As The 
Sun,” which delivers 40 seconds of bom-
bast before sliding into a hip-shaking pop 
number, complete with harmonies. From 
there, the songs alternate between a fierce 
roar, feisty funk (“Burn It,” “Holy Crimes,” 
“Find Me Always”) and razor-sharp pop 
(“Daylight” and “Butterfly’s Out Tonight”).

Decade Dance
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As we nearly complete the first year of same-sex nup-
tials in Maryland, we note that many couples invited drag 
performers to entertain at various receptions throughout 
the state. What we haven’t seen so far is a drag couple 
themselves tying the knot. That will change next year. 

Adrian Leigh Cowan (a.k.a. Ada Buffet, the “Drag 
Stage” columnist for baltimore outloud) and Timothy 
M. Phillips (a.k.a. Vegas Nova Buffet) will be married 
on September 13, 2014. The reception, which boasts a 
guest list so far of around 300 with a large bridal party, 
will take place at the Universal and Nightlife Center in 
Overlea.

The couple has been together for eight years and re-
sides in the Greektown neighborhood of East Baltimore. 
“We will be married as boys during the day but will come 
to the reception in wedding gowns as our drag personas,” says Phillips. 

He adds, “I have a florist and photographer already. Things are coming together, 
and we can’t wait to share this day with all of our friends and family.” t

A Drag-tacular Wedding Planned
Ada Buffet & 
vegas nova 
buffet

Greetings turkeys! I’ve missed you all. Hope 
you had a safe & fun turkey day. As we come 
to the end of a yet another year, It seems 
to me like not so long ago, I was bringing 
in 2013, celebrating with my (now) fiancée ( 
mark the date – September 13, 2014!), a few 
relatives, and some great friends. Well... just 
like déjà vu… I’m celebrating another year 
older – and another year over. 

Before we get into all the upcoming 
events to close out the Holiday season, I 
want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
Please remember to party responsibly this 
holiday season. (I want you all to be reading 
the first issue of 2014’s baltimore outloud!)

Now... onto the upcoming end of year 
shindigs and other fun things! 

Friday, December 27th, – universal 
Nightlife & Entertainment is having the fifth 
installment of Drag Wars – “The Gift,” A ben-
efit for the House of Ruth of Baltimore. Tick-
ets are $8 in advance or $10 at door. Bring 
a donation from our request list on the Drag 
Wars Facebook page, Facebook.com/charm-
citydragwars – you can get your ticket at the 
door for $8!

Aaaaaaaannd – carrying us into the New 
Year... with New Year’s Eve Tuesday, Decem-
ber, 31st: The Club – (5268 Williamsport Pike, 

Martinsburg, West Virginia) $10 general ad-
mittance includes party favors & champagne. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. for dinner. Dinner party 
reservations & reserved seating is available. 
The Lodge (21614 National Pike, Boonsboro) 
– New Year’s Eve 2014 Black & White Party. 
Dress to impress (but not required). Doors 
open at 8:30 p.m. $15 admission before 10 
p.m. Or $20 after 10 p.m. – Includes buffet, 
party favors & champagne toast. Lounge 
drag show starts at 10:30 p.m. with perfor-
mances by: Ashley Bannks, Araya Sparxx, 
Chasity Vain, and Nicole James.Grand Cen-
tral (1001 North Charles Street) – SHE Pro-
ductions welcomes 2014 in with Resolution: 
NYE Masquerade Affair. Come incognito in 
your favorite mask, costume of your choice 
or simply formal and fabulous. Doors open 
at 9 p.m., so come early to avoid the line 
for guaranteed entry! Cover is $12 before 11 
p.m. and $15 after 11 p.m.Triple LLL (227 
West Chase Street) – Join yours truly, Ada 
Buffet and Friends, as we ring in the new 
year and celebrate Krystal Nova’s birthday! 
No cover. Balloon drop with lots of cash & 
prizes, champagne toast at midnight, and 
complimentary morning buffet! Drink spe-
cials all night long (two-for-one until 10 p.m.) 
Drag Show at 10 p.m. sharp! Performanc-
es by: Vegas Nova- Buffet, Krystal Nova, 
Jezzi Bell Devine, Heather-Marie Thomas, 
and Paris Buffet.The Hippo (1 West Eager 
Street) – New Year’s Eve Party – Doors 
open at 10 p.m. until – ??? with DJ Sean 
Morris – Party favors, champagne toast with 
complimentary coffee, pastry, & fresh fruit in 
the a.m. $10 cover to enter the Club Hippo 
Complex.

Well – there ya have it kids! See 
you all next year – out and about! t 
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balding, middle-aged man who, despite his 
looks, can still attract someone like Amy Ad-
ams on his sheer charisma. It’s no surprise 
that both of them have been nominated for 
Golden Globe awards along with the film (in 
the Best Comedy category!), director and 
screenplay.

The plot may be a bit convoluted to 
some with all of the double-crossing going 
on, but I like how my colleague Ivey West 
at CliqueClack.com described it using the 
cast’s superhero roles: Rocket Raccoon 
(Cooper’s role in the upcoming Guardians 
of the Galaxy) tries to trick Lois Lane (Ad-
ams) and Batman (Bale) into helping entrap 
Hawkeye (Renner), but the whole plan is 
almost ruined by Batman’s wife Mystique 
(Lawrence). That may not mean anything to 
the general movie-goer, but it should draw 
more comic book/superhero movie fans to 
see this movie (see it!). Any way you look at 
it, after two hours and 20 minutes, you will 
not feel scammed in any way by american 
Hustle. t
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stumbled upon an intriguing question: What if 
all of my suffering comes from believing what i 
think, and what if i chose not to believe it any-
more? So, Byron developed a methodology 
called “the work,” and she is now a renowned 
workshop leader and self-help guru. 

She’s quite impressive. Her work involves 
creating questions and statements that are 
designed to scramble your brain so that it lets 
go of unhelpful ways of thinking about things, 
and so that your mind can retain more peace-
ful and helpful ways of focusing. 

Well, this particular Facebook poster in-
cluded a picture of a toddler, and the accom-
panying message read like this: You’re the 
one. if you can undo even one stressful belief, 
the next baby born comes in with less ability 

to believe it. 
This shifted the way 

I looked at self-improve-
ment work. We’re all in 
this thing together, we’re 
all connected. 

What more important 
project can there be than 
to learn how to live well 
and pass along some-

thing better to the next generation?
We in the LGBT community have some 

practice with letting go of unhelpful notions 
pushed on us by others. When we cling to the 
“stressful belief” that there’s something wrong 
with us – internalized homophobia – we hurt 
ourselves and our families, and we put the 
next generation at risk. When we learn to hold 
onto loving and nurturing thoughts about our 
sexuality, we challenge societal norms and 
create some more breathing room for the next 
generation.

And it’s not just with sexuality. What other 
stressful beliefs are we failing to clear out for 
the kids following behind us? It could be “there 
are no jobs out there,” “relationships are hard 
work,” “I’m not good looking enough,” “I’m 
not lovable,” or some other invisible ball and 
chain that convinces human beings that they 
can’t run.

Finally, please don’t think that this is an 
exercise in flipping from pessimism to opti-
mism, from cynicism to hopefulness. This is 
about focusing on what life is putting in front 
of us in the present moment, and invoking the 
curiosity, playfulness, creativity, and love nec-
essary to make something interesting and fun 
out of the situation. 

Slip out from under stressful beliefs and 
make something fun for yourself. repeat! 
Have a deeply satisfying and fab-ulous life 
that serves as a new baseline for the next 
generation. In conclusion, I hope I played a 
small role in helping you begin this magnifi-
cent journey. 

Love and hugs to all! t
more at baltimorelifecoachgerry.com.

 
A Fond Farewell

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

It’s been almost three years since I began writ-
ing this column for baltimore outloud, and it’s 
time for me to bid you all farewell. I need to 
give time and energy to a book in my head that 
badly needs to make its way out into an eB-
ook. I’ve truly had a won-
derful time writing for y’all.

For 24 years, I was a 
software technical writer. 
I used to write the infor-
mation and create the 
code that makes the 
messages pop up in the 
right place when you click 
“help” or the “?” icon. 

Writing technical information and newspa-
per columns have one thing in common: you 
almost never get direct feedback about your 
writing. I remember at my last software compa-
ny, the vice president of sales stopped by and 
said, “You know, you writers don’t get enough 
credit. The fact that we never hear anything 
about the documentation means that you’re 
doing an incredible job. Otherwise, you know 
we’d be hearing loud complaints.” As you can 
imagine, at times this creates doubt about 
whether our writing is doing any good.

At this point in my Life & Career Coach-
ing career, I fully realize that I’m 52 years-old, 
and I’m still trying to figure things out, trying to 
determine how best to help my clients “to be 
free to work and to love” as Freud once said. 
I began this personal-growth journey when I 
was in my late 20s, and I’m still at it! 

It’s occurred to me that maybe I should 
just stop. I mean, after all, I’m sure that I’ve 
put 20 times more work into self-development 
than most people. Why not just take what I’ve 
learned, coast, and enjoy the rest of my life as 
I am? Will I still be trying to “self-develop” when 
I’m in the nursing home? Maybe all those 
therapy critics are right when they say that 
self-development is just useless, narcissistic 
navel-gazing. Maybe the readers of baltimore 
outloud have long grown weary of column af-
ter column of self-improvement tips. 

Recently, I saw a Facebook poster from a 
self-development professional I admire greatly 
named Byron Katie. As an incredibly brief 
summary of her background, Byron used to 
spend lots of time in psychiatric institutions suf-
fering from severe depression. Eventually, she 

quAliTy of life

BAR GUIDE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
www.club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Ave. 

410-539-6965410-539-6965

HIPPO
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

Grand Central
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on Read
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

Leon’s 
870 Park Ave

410-539-4993410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe 
Gallery

1816 North Charles Street
410-625-6440410-625-6440

www.stationnortharts.com

The Lodge Lounge & Dance 
Club

21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

The Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N

LauLaurel, MD 20723
301-498-4840                                                                                                                               

www.pwsplace.com

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Stallions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                (717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenh891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's RancH
8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080

REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE

Big Sissies Bar & GrillBig Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

Frogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234302-227-2234

Double L
622 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-0818

 Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

RRehoboth Beach, DE 
302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple  The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 
Rigby’s Bar & Grill

404 Rehoboth Avenue 
RRehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

302-227-6080 
www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

wwwww.iguanagrill.com



22 t  bAlTimoRe ouTloud    DECEMBER 27, 2013 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

youR money

by woody deRRickS
Whether you are single or in a committed re-
lationship, it is hard enough to take care of the 
challenges of day-to-day living without having 
to worry about planning for the future. Despite 
your hectic life, many of you have taken the 
time necessary to plan for retirement and for 
your life insurance needs. Unfortunately, not 
enough people have taken the time to evalu-
ate the need for long-term care.

What is long-term 
care? Long-term care is 
the service provided by 
someone helping you man-
age your day to day routine. 
Typically this would occur if 
you could not perform sev-
eral activities of daily living 
(commonly referred to as 
ADLs) on your own. These 
ADLs could include eating, 
dressing, bathing, toileting, 
or ambulating. Cognitive 
impairments such as Al-
zheimer’s or Parkinson’s could also warrant 
long-term care. Those receiving this care 
could reside at home, an assisted living facil-
ity, or a nursing home.

What are the costs? Several factors af-
fecting the population today make long-term 
care and the costs associated with this care 
a growing concern. According to a study by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, approximately 40% of those aged 
65 and over will need some form of long-
term care during their lives. A recent study 
from Genworth estimates that private nursing 
home costs average nearly $84,000 per year 
and that stays last longer than 2½ years. You 
can see the potential for your retirement as-
sets to suffer greatly if you required nursing 
home care. Worse yet, the costs could esca-

late should you require in home or assisting 
living care prior to or after your stay in a nurs-
ing home.

What are your options? Depending on 
the level of your assets and income, you may 
elect to self-insure, spend down your assets 
and rely on Medicaid, or purchase long-term 
care insurance. For those who have a high-
er net worth, you may be planning on using 
those assets for your long-term care needs. 

If you are single and not 
planning on leaving an 
inheritance, you may 
also decide to spend 
down your assets to 
provide for your care. 
Using your own assets 
and income for long-
term care provides you 
with the greatest flex-
ibility on when to be-
gin care, what type of 
care you receive, who 
provides the care, and 

where the care is administered. The down-
side to self-insuring is that you may wind up 
using most or all of your assets to provide for 
your care.

Often people with more limited assets 
and income may rely on Medicaid to cover 
their long-term care expenses. Medicaid will 
require that you spend down your assets and 
leave you with minimal income should you 
require their benefits. Medicaid does allow a 
spouse to maintain some income and assets 
while his/her spouse is receiving Medicaid 
paid long-term care.

If you want to protect your assets, your 
income, and your right to choose your options 
for care, you may want to look into long-term 
care insurance. When purchasing insurance, 
you often have the ability to choose your elim-

Planning Ahead for Long-Term Care
ination period (length of time before benefits 
begin), length of coverage, benefit amount, 
inflation protection, and level of home care 
(other benefit options may also be available). 
By adjusting the options, you may create a 
policy that helps to meet your protection 
needs while fitting into your budget.

If you decide to look into insurance, make 
sure you compare “apples to apples.” All too 
frequently policies proposed by insurance 
agents and group policies appear to cover 
all of your needs at a discounted rate. Insur-
ance agents will often show you insurance 
estimates that include discounts for which 
you may or may not qualify. Group policies 
often provide reduced benefits to minimize 
their costs. 

Since I have been in the industry, I’ve no-
ticed a distinct trend with regard to long-term 
care insurance. The benefits seem to be de-
creasing while the cost of coverage increas-
es. In some cases insurance companies have 
been increasing premiums for people who al-
ready have policies in place. If you are decid-
ing whether or not to get insurance, you may 
want to make your decision sooner rather 
than later. I also suggest leaving room in your 

budget for possible future rate increases.
If you have a higher net worth and want to 

protect some of your assets yet don’t like the 
idea of annual premiums that could increase, 
you could look to a life insurance policy that 
contains a long-term care benefit. Often these 
policies allow a single, upfront premium to 
cover the cost of the insurance. In exchange, 
the insurance company will provide a benefit 
payable at your death (usually higher than 
your initial premium payment), long-term care 
coverage, or the ability to withdraw some 
or all of your initial premium and cancel the 
policy.

I suggest finding a trustworthy advisor 
who can thoroughly explain all of your op-
tions. Your advisor should offer coverage 
through at least one reputable company, 
present proposals without health discounts 
(hopefully you will qualify for those later), and 
who can compare his/her policy against your 
other private and group policies. Most impor-
tantly, you should trust that this advisor will 
let you know if another company’s policy is 
better for you. t

Woody Derricks is a certified financial 
planner and an accredited domestic partner-
ship advisor. reach him at 410-732-2633.

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GreeNSPriNG Drive
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CallCoalYork@gmail.com        RingRonYork@gmail.com
Coal: 717-676-5545                              Ron: 717-578-7821

Office 717-854-9242
1499 South Queen St. York, PA 17403

www.jgr.com
CallCoalorRingRon.com

Proud to serve the LGBT CommunityProud to serve the LGBT Community

JGR REALTORS 
Coal Infantino and Ron Rhodes

Wishing you a Happy 

New Year and Comfort 

in Your New Home for 

Years to Come!

835 LOMBARD ST E in Baltimore, MD
MRIS # 

BA8231524

 
Bill Cassidy

Long & Foster Realtors
O - 410-377-2270

Cell – 443-520-1312
Bill.Cassidy@LNF.com 

This Home was built in 1792 and looks across the Street at The 
Carroll Mansion. Zoning is B33 and permits many uses. Bring your 
Restoration Skills & admire the room sizes, many 10 ft ceilings, & 
some historic details are intact. The Kitchen is 12.6 ft wide and 25 
feet long with a large hearth at the end of the room. The rear yard is 

40 ft by 27 ft & has two very large Fig Trees. Call Office to show.

List Price:  
$299,000
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Dear Santa, 
The Mid-Atlantic leather community 

has been working very hard this year and 
I would like to ask for the following items: 

Please send a big thank you to all of 
the wonderful folks who showed up at The 
Quest on Saturday, December 7, for the 
ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas Benefit for 
Moveable Feast. It was a fun evening of 
food, shopping for porn, a silent auction, 
killer Jell-O shots, and a lucky person even 
won a big wagon of cheer. 

Please send some new clothes to Mr. 
Quest 2013 Chris Stone who filled in for 
you for the Santa pictures at the ShipMates’ 
Daddy Christmas. He had almost nothing 
to wear. Although I must say he didn’t look 

Days” she really needed some leather clad 
backup dancers. Did all the players move 
to Florida? At least COMMAND was repre-
sented. Please also send a big thank you 
to the ladies of FIST who put their own spin 
on “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” and brought 
some leather to the “12 Days” stage. For 
the other leather clubs in the area, please 
send them a “12 Days” number for next 
year. 

Santa, I know that you are always 
watching so I am sure you saw the person 
who “photo bombed” the Mamma’s Family 
picture at “12 Days.” I was going to ask that 
you send him some jail time, but it would 
be better if you just gave him community 
service. After all that is what Mamma’s 
Family is all about. 

My club sister Karen wanted me to ask 
you for something. She would have asked 
you herself at the Hippo during “12 Days” 
but she said that she couldn’t get in. (It was 
really crowded.) She wants a G.I. Joe doll 
to go with her Barbie. I tried to explain to 
her that Barbie doesn’t come with G.I. Joe. 
She comes with Ken. Karen said that I was 
not correct. She said that Barbie fakes it 
with Ken and comes with G.I. Joe. I don’t 
know what that means. 

Please also bring the leather commu-
nity a shiny new Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
titleholder. Although we are not finished 
playing with the nice one that you gave us 
last year, we always like to have a new one 
each January. Please deliver him to the 
Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton, D.C., during the weekend of January 
17-20. Please also remind everyone who 
didn’t get enough toys for Christmas that 
there will be a big leather mart at the ho-

tel that weekend and that they should visit 
leatherweekend.com for more information 
and to make their hotel reservations. Thank 
you Santa that I was still able to get a room 
at the host hotel at this late date. It is al-
ways one of the best weekends of the year 
and I wouldn’t want to miss it. I hope the 
lucky guy who won that big wagon of cheer 
at Daddy Christmas shows up. I’m planning 
to fall off the wagon. 

Most importantly of all Santa, please 
bring everyone in the leather community a 
safe and happy holiday season. They are 
all a big part of my family. 

Yours in leather, Rodney t

cold. He looked very hot! 
The leather community in Baltimore 

would like to ask for a new Baltimore Eagle 
bar. I know that we asked for this last year 
and it is still on back order. Please try to 
deliver this item before the end of 2014. We 
don’t want our leather clubs to be home-
less. I hear that Leon’s Leather Lounge will 
soon be turning into a deli. This may have 
been my fault. Last year when I asked you 
for some new meat at Leon’s I should have 
been more explicit. 

Please send Rik Newton-Treadway an-
other case of whatever energy drink you 
sent him last year. It seemed to work. He 
and his boys put on another fantastic “12 
Days of Christmas” show at the Hippo on 
Saturday, December 14. This was his 15th 
year of producing this annual extravaganza 
and he has to be running out of energy. I 
don’t know how he does it! This year he 
raised money for the SIR Robert Davis 
Travel Fund of the Carter / Johnson Leather 
Library, the Lady Lisa Drag Stage for Bal-
timore Pride 2014, the Scott H. Stamford 
Memorial Fund at AIDS Action Baltimore, 
and the Friendly Forward Fund for Mr. 
Friendly, “the new face of HIV awareness.” 

Please send the COMMAND Play-
ers some performers. Although Victoria 
Hart (a.k.a. boy andrew) did a great job 
representing COMMAND on stage at “12 

A Leather Line 
to Santa

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

12 Days 2013

chris Stone – 
mr. quest 2013
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12 Days 2013
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Hunks in Trunks 
Dec 17th 2013 

Benefit Moveable Feast
Photos by Bruce Garrett
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Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Phil Pecoraro
LCSE-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

www.philippecoraro.com

Brad’s Special Touch

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage in 
your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

www.SpecialTouchRub.net
MC/VISA Welcome          443-695-0141

book ~ gifts ~ cards ~ more

SERVING THE GLBT COMMUNITY

Baltimore Avenue @
Village of the Sea Shops

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
302~227~6969

 BOOKS & GIFTS

GerryCoach@comcast.net
www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

Get Unstuck 
  ...at work, in love, for life!

410-949-7888
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hamden

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

 counSeling

 mASSAge

 STAffing  SuppoRT

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ
Community Since 1972

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Counseling for 
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

 peT cARe

 finAnciAl ATToRney 

For more information please contact:

Domestic Partnership Agreements & more
Serving the LGBT Community Since 1988.

PESSIN KATZ LAW, P.A.

Helen M. Smith Esq.  
410-339-5789

hsmith@pklaw.com
Tiffany S. Franc Esq.

410-832-5450 
tfranc@pklaw.com 

Experienced and Courteous 
Wait Staff for all your 

Event Needs  

Rick Wright, Owner & General Manager 
(410) 303-1103 

caterwaiters@gmail.com 
www.thewrightpeople.com 

The Wright People, LLC 
Professional Event Staffing Solutions     

 moveRS

js_movinghelpandsolutions@yahoo.com

J.S. Moving & Solutions

24
0-

44
0-

76
82

FREE

IN-HOUSE

ESTIMATES

Packing
Unpacking
Loading
Unloading
Picture Hanging
Fine Clean-up
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Seven Days a Week
Happy Hours 4pm to 10pm  Buy One get One

Every First Friday
Mary's Party with Live Bands at 10pm

Bear Tuesdays
Join our Bears, Joe & Billy  $ 2  Micro Brew Drafts, Half price Top and Premiums

Coming in 2014Coming in 2014
Ronnie’s New York Style Deli

Leons Voted Best Gay bar 2013; City Paper

December 31st
New Years Eve 

Dropping Balls Cabaret  

Drag Show with DJ John E  
9:00pm till the Rooster Crows

Champagne Toast at Midnight 

From Our Family To Yours...
The Happiest, Safest & Warmest of Holidays Seasons!


