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See Noa Tylo on page 23

LeatherSIR / Leather Boy Contest March 16-17 at the Hippo 

By Corey Shreiver

Noa Tylo wants to be more than your 
average pop star. The sexy crooner has 
a strong message to his listeners: “get 
off your asses!” Tylo wants to reignite 
activism in today’s younger generation. 
Like John Lennon before him, he is 
using music to rile his fans and get 
them moving – not just on the dance 
floor, but on the political battlefield. “If 
we want change, it’s up to us to fight 
for it,” he urges. Unlike Lennon, Tylo’s 
not relying on rock ballads.  His latest 
album, the aptly titled Let’s Do It!, is a 
sexually-charged reinterpretation of 
classic 90’s pop and R&B dance sounds 
infused with ultra modern beats. Think 
Justin Timberlake, but with a profound 
message.

Noa Tylo Is Ready To Rumble
Pop Singer Calls For Action

By Doug Ireland

One of the most sweeping anti-gay bills ever 
introduced in any parliament in the world is in danger 
of rapid passage in Nigeria in the coming weeks. 
Although billed as a ban on same-sex marriage, the 
proposed law includes provisions that would make 
any expression of homosexuality — not only sexual 

conduct but any homosexual inclination or reference 
— in public or in private, a crime.

This draconian, far-reaching piece of homophobic 
legislation provoked a full-throated outcry from the 
globe’s entire human rights community when it was 
introduced last year, and for a while it had been 
dormant. But now the bill has been fast-tracked for 
speedy passage in advance of Nigeria’s national 
elections in April, and the BBC’s correspondent in the 
country’s capital of Abuja reported last week that “it is 
likely to be passed by both chambers of the Nigerian 
National Assembly by the end of March.” (Photo left, 
Nigerian National Assembly complex.)

Homosexual conduct among consenting persons 
in Nigeria is already a crime punishable by 14 years in 
prison, a 19th century penal provision that is alegacy 
of British colonial rule. But the new legislation goes 
much, much further in terms of curbing fundamental 
rights of expression, association, and communication. 
Among the proposed new law’s many noxious 
provisions, it would, under penalty of a stiff prison term 
of five years:

— outlaw membership in a gay group, attending 
a gay meeting or protest, donating money to a gay 
organization; or even advocating gay equality in any 
way, shape, or form;

— outlaw hosting or even visiting a gay Web site;
— outlaw expressions of same-sex love in letters 

or e-mails;
— outlaw attending a same-sex marriage or 

blessing ceremony, screening or watching a gay movie, 
taking or possessing photos of a gay couple, and 
publishing, selling, or loaning a gay book or video.

World’s Worst Anti-gay Law May 
Soon Be Approved in Nigeria

By Bob Roehr

“In the long view, you can say, no 
other social justice movement in the 
history of the world, has made as much 
progress as we have in forty years,” 
said Matt Foreman, 
executive director of 
the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force. 

“But it seems to 
me, for the last 14 
years [that Republicans 
have been in control 
of Congress] we have 
been in the desert with 
regard to the federal 
government. Doors 
have been closed to us. Progress we 
should have made, we haven’t made 

The State of the LGBT 
Movement: 2007

because of the right wing control of the 
Republican Party.” 

Foreman noted that the first gay 
civil rights bill, introduced 30 years ago, 
“was actually broader and more forward 
thinking than where we are today” with 

hoped for passage of 
the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act 
(ENDA). “We have so 
much time to make up 
for.”

His remarks 
came at a forum 
on the state of the 
LGBT movement 
in Washington, DC 
on February 20, 

sponsored by the local chapter of the 

Cary Alan Johnson

General Olusegun Obasanjo with buddy Bush

See LGBT Movement on page 23

See Nigeria Anti-Gay Law on page 4
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PHILADELPHIA—Barbara Gittings, 
a seminal gay activist, died on Sunday, 
February 18. She was 75 and resided 
in Wilmington, Delaware. Her death was 
announced by her partner of 46 years, 
Kay Tobin Lahusen.

Malcolm Lazin, Executive Director 
of Equality Forum, noted, “Barbara 

Gittings is the mother of the lgbt civil 
rights movement. She is our Rosa Parks. 
Barbara helped organize the first gay 
and lesbian civil rights demonstrations 
in the face of a tsunami of homophobia. 
Her courage helped launch the lgbt civil 
rights movement.”

Barbara Gittings began her career 
in activism in 1958 when she founded 
the New York chapter of the Daughters 
of Bilitis (DOB), the first lesbian 
organization. She edited DOB’s national 
magazine The Ladder from 1963 to 
1966. Describing those years, Gittings 
said, “There were scarcely 200 of us in 
the whole United States. It was like a 
club; we all knew each other.”

In 1965, Gittings marched in the first 
gay picket lines at the White House and 
other federal sites in Washington, DC 
to protest discrimination by the federal 
government. She joined other activists 
in the pioneering annual demonstrations 
for gay and lesbian civil rights held 
each July 4 from 1965 to 1969 at 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 
These seminal yearly protests laid the 
groundwork for the Stonewall rebellion 
in 1969 and the first New York gay pride 
parade in 1970. Gittings’ role in these 
early protests is featured prominently in 
the Equality Forum and WHYY/PBS co-

produced documentary, Gay Pioneers.
In the 1970s, Gittings campaigned 

with other activists to remove 
homosexuality from the American 
Psychiatric Association’s list of 
mental disorders. She recruited “Dr. 
H. Anonymous,” a gay psychiatrist 
who appeared, masked, on a panel 
at the 1972 APA conference to tell his 
colleagues why he couldn’t be open in 
his own profession.

Gittings also crusaded to make gay 
literature available in libraries. Though 
not a librarian, Gittings found a home 
in the Gay Task Force of the American 
Library Association, the first gay caucus 
in a professional organization. 

LGBT Pioneer Barbara Gittings Dead

Barbara Gittings protested outside 
Philadelphia Independence Hall 4th of July 
1965 to 1969
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Lynda Dee

Even mere socializing by two or 
more gay people, like having dinner 
together, is likely to be interpreted as 
illegal.

Gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
individuals would be targeted not only for 
specific acts but also for simply existing 
under this proposed law, and even 
heterosexual people who “promote” the 
lifestyle of homosexuals, for example 
by selling them a house, would be 
criminalized.

“It’s critical that the Nigerian 
government understand that this is 
not an issue of  liberalism or Western 
cultural encroachment, but that this new 
law violates the most basic of freedoms,” 
Cary Alan Johnson, senior specialist 
for Africa of the International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
(IGLHRC) told me.

And, added Johnson, “Nigeria is 
battling for a place as a leader of the 
Global South and the world as a whole. 
Passing the bill into law would seriously 
jeopardize any claims to leadership by 
showing that basic human freedoms are 
still not available in Nigeria.”

Islamic Sharia law, which makes 
homosexuality punishable by stoning, 
has been imposed in 12 of the 36 states 
in the Federal Republic of Nigeria — all 
of which have Muslim majorities and are 
located in the north of the country.

And now the nation’s term-limited 
authoritarian president for the last eight 
years, General Olusegun Obasanjo — 
having been denied a third term when 
the National Assembly, disgusted at 
his regime’s high-handed corruption, 
refused him a constitutional amendment 
allowing him to stay in office — has 
bypassed the primaries of his ruling 
People’s Democratic Party to hand-pick 
as his successor the governor of one of 
those Sharia states, Umaru Yar’Adua 
(right), known as a strict advocate of the 
Islamic legal code.

Obasanjo, a favorite of President 
George W. Bush, has been accused by 
opposition parties of trying to rig the April 
elections in favor of Yar’Adua, who is 
expected to be an enthusiastic enforcer 
of the proposed new anti-gay law if, as 
seems likely, he is elected. 

Last month, an MD who is Obasanjo’s 
assistant on health issues, argued that 
the new anti-gay law was needed to 
prevent HIV/AIDS — by keeping gays 
from infecting their wives and children 
— and he also bizarrely asserted it 
would help in preventing breast and 
womb cancer, to which he claimed 
lesbians are particularly vulnerable, and 
in preventing depression and suicide.

In fact, UNAIDS and other AIDS-

fighting organizations have roundly 
condemned the proposed new law, 
saying it would encourage the spread 
of AIDS by driving at-risk populations, 
including men who have sex with men, 
underground and invisible to prevention 
workers. And depression and suicide 
among same-sexers would undoubtedly 
be increased by the psychological 
ravages of the repressive bill, not 
decreased.

The national bodies representing 
Christians and Muslims, however, are 
both strong supporters of the bill.

Representatives of a broad civil 
society coalition opposed to the 
proposed law — including LGBT 
advocates — were initially denied entry 
to a so-called “public” hearing on the bill 
last week on the grounds that it was “by 
invitation only.” But after intervention 
by representatives of the European 
Union and foreign embassies, the bill’s 
opponents were able to pass through 
the National Assembly’s gates and get 
to the hearing, according to reports 
from Nigerian gay activists received by 
Human Rights Watch.

“There has been an absolutely 
amazing coalition of Nigerian lgbt and 
mainstream human rights activists who 
have come together under the banner of 
basic human freedoms” to oppose this 
bill, IGLHRC‘s Johnson told me, adding, 
“It is really a watershed moment in lgbt 
history in Africa.”

The dangers of the proposed law for 
the fight against AIDS, and its crushing 
effects on already-beleaguered Nigerian 
gays, were underscored dramatically 
in a new report issued February 17 by 
IGLHRC, and entitled, ”Voices from 
Nigeria: Gays Lesbians, Bisexuals, and 
Transgenders Speak Out Against the 
Same-Sex Bill.”

For example, a 37-year-old gay 
man named Chuma told IGLHRC, “I 
have been targeted myself because I 
am gay. Two months ago I was arrested 
and detained by the police in Lagos. 
This happened when I was carrying out 
research for the study on the prevalence 
and risk factors of HIV/AIDS, STI 
infections, and social risk behavior 
among men that have sex with men in 
Nigeria. A team of policemen in Lagos 
came to my apartment and took me 
away to an unknown place for two days. 
I was beaten beyond recognition, and I 
am still receiving treatment for the head 
injury I received. I was dehumanized 
and paraded naked to the press. My 
money, ID card, and shoes were taken. 
Eventually I was released without being 
charged or tried. My only offense was 
that I am gay.”

“On another occasion, “ Chuma 
continued, “when I was at a gay bar, 

Nigeria Anti-Gay Law
Continued from page 1

See Nigeria Anti-Gay Law on page 21

http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/02/14/opinion/edcohen.php
http://www.iglhrc.org/files/iglhrc/reports/Voices_Nigeria.pdf
http://www.iglhrc.org/files/iglhrc/reports/Voices_Nigeria.pdf
http://www.iglhrc.org/files/iglhrc/reports/Voices_Nigeria.pdf
http://www.iglhrc.org/files/iglhrc/reports/Voices_Nigeria.pdf
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Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Hodes,Ulman, Pessin & Katz, P.A.
attorneys at law
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Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

On March 10 and 11, internationally 
acclaimed singer and activist Lea 
Gilmore premiers a theatrical songfest 
paralleling the ideals she holds dear 
with the songs of the great Nina Simone 
at Baltimore’s Creative Alliance.  On her 
last Belgian tour, Gilmore sold 10,000 
seats before she got off the plane! 

Share her indomitable spirit and 
infectious sense of humor distilled 
through Simone’s amazing music. “I 
am very excited about this opportunity 
to perform in my home city. Simone’s 
music speaks to me and so many others. 
She was fun, with an activist spirit – a 
spirit we need during these times... it 
will be reflective and great fun,” Gilmore 

Lea Gilmore Premieres “The Moody Woman” 
at the Creative Alliance March 10-11

Newark, NJ - In a major victory for 
student rights, the New Jersey Supreme 
Court has extended anti-discrimination 
protections to schoolchildren subjected 
to bias-based bullying and harassment. 

“Bullying can be enormously 
destructive to students emotionally and 
psychologically,” said ACLU of New 
Jersey Executive Director Deborah 
Jacobs. “This decision requires schools 
to take necessary steps to ensure that 
students are protected from bias-based 
harassment and makes clear that 
schools must address the entire school 
environment instead of merely viewing 
specific incidents of bullying as isolated 
events.”

The ACLU of New Jersey and several 
other child advocacy organizations 
filed a joint friend-of-the-court brief  
supporting a student’s claim under the 
New Jersey Law Against Discrimination 
and describing the negative impact that 
peer harassment and bullying have on 
students and the school environment. 
The New Jersey Supreme Court 
sided with the student - who remains 
anonymous and is known only as 
“L.W.” -- and firmly stated that schools 
may be liable under the Law Against 
Discrimination for permitting student-
on-student biased-based harassment.

“Students in the classroom are 
entitled to no less protection from 
unlawful discrimination and harassment 
than their adult counterparts in the 
workplace,” wrote Chief Justice 
James R. Zazzali in a unanimous 
opinion. “[R]easonable measures are 
required to protect our youth, a duty 
that schools are more than capable of 
performing. [W]e require school districts 
to implement effective preventive and 

remedial measures to curb severe or 
pervasive discriminatory mistreatment. 
Appropriate and reasonable measures 
will reinforce the basic principle that 
student-on-student sexual harassment 
is unacceptable.”

As described in the decision, L.W., 
a student in the Toms River, New Jersey 
schools, was subjected to anti-gay 
peer harassment and bullying based 
on his perceived sexual orientation. 
As he progressed through school, the 
harassment increased in frequency 
and severity and, consequently, he 
transferred to another school district. 
In July 2004, the Director of the 
New Jersey Division on Civil Rights 
issued an order stating that the Law 
Against Discrimination protected L.W. 
from harassment, using the same 
standard that applies to employment 
discrimination. The Toms River school 
board appealed the decision to the 
appellate court, which decided in L.W.’s 
favor. It then appealed that decision to 
the New Jersey Supreme Court. 

ACLU of New Jersey cooperating 
attorneys Emily Goldberg and Larry 
Lustberg of Gibbons P.C. filed the brief 
on behalf of the ACLU of New Jersey, 
the Association for Children of New 
Jersey, the Education Law Center, the 
Gay Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network of Northern New Jersey, the 
National Conference for Community 
and Justice (NJ), New Jersey Family 
Voices, Roxbury Parents for Exceptional 
Children and Statewide Parents 
Advocacy Network of New Jersey. 

The case is L.W. v. Toms River 
Regional Schools Board of Education, 
A-111-05.

explained.  
In addition, Ms. Gilmore has also 

been given the distinct honor to be the 
2007 Black History Month guest artist 
and scholar for the U.S. Embassy of 
France. Gilmore is currently touring 
France, lecturing on African American 
history and music history, as well as 
performing several concerts in Paris, 
Toulouse, Metz and Lille. Gilmore, the 
former political director for Equality 
Maryland, will be on the Marc Steiner 
show, March 8, 1-2 p.m. discussing 
the French concerts and “The Moody 
Woman Tour.” 

In October 2005, the artist was 
chosen by Essence Magazine as one of 

NJ Supreme Court Rules to Protect 
Students from Bias-Based Bullying

“25 Women Shaping the World” in their 
annual “Leadership” issue. She was 
also the 2006 Scholar and Artist and 
Residence for the International School 
in Brussels, Belgium. Gilmore’s Gospel 
concerts in Belgium have raised over 
one million dollars to aid the work of the 
Damien Foundation. The Foundation 
works in Africa, Asia and South America 
to cure and aid victims of leprosy and 
tuberculosis.  

A graduate of Morgan State 
University, Lea is currently serves on 
the boards of several area nonprofits. 
She is a committed activist for human 

and civil rights. 
For more information about 

the March 10-11 concerts go to: 
creativealliance.org.
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The creaky sound of the closet 
door opening in pro male sports has 
been heard too infrequently over the 
past three decades. It started with pro 
football player David Kopay in 1975. 
Then the first major league baseball 
player to come out, Glenn Burke, did so 
in 1982. Ten years later another gridiron 
athlete, Roy Simmons, came out on the 
Phil Donahue Show. 

Keeping the alternating leagues in 
tact, baseballer Billy Bean stepped out 
of the closet in 1999, and football player 
Esera Tuaolo followed suit in 2002. Of 
course, there was an official—not an 
athlete—baseball umpire Dave Pallone, 
who had come out in 1990.

Just a few weeks ago a new sport 
joined the all-too-modest line-up of pro 
athletes’ coming out: pro basketball 
in the person of John Amaechi. The 
reverberations beyond the creaky closet 
door from Amaechi’s disclosure are still 
being heard.

These now “out” pro sports 
figures—in varying degrees of celebrity 
and proficiency—have two things in 
common: they all went public after they 
retired, and they all announced their 
sexuality in advance of selling a book.

When Esera Tuaolo came out I 
praised him for his candor but questioned 
the usefulness of a retired athlete’s 
coming out. I said then, and others have 
repeated the refrain, that it would take 
“Jackie Robinson-like courage” for an 
active male player to disclose that he 
is gay in the testosterone-dominated 
arena of professional sports.

Sheryl Swoopes, an active female 
basketball star and three-time Most 
Valuable Player recipient in the WNBA, 
came out in 2005, which was seen as 
brave. The environment was more 
favorable for her to come out given that 
a significant portion of the WNBA fan 
base is comprised of lesbians. And while 
Swoopes received tremendous support 
from her team and fans, many gay 
activists were miffed when she disclosed 
that her sexuality was a choice.

Locker room reaction
For a male athlete to come out, 

however, the landscape could be more 
daunting. The first thing that comes to 
the mind of a gay athlete is the reaction 
in the locker room, which in the macho 
world of professional sports, is not likely 
to be gay friendly. According to John 

Amaechi, there are other gay players in 
the NBA who are terrified to come out 
because of their teammates’ potential 
backlash. You know, the shower 
argument.

Some pro athletes from the NBA 
and NHL have stated that they would 
support their teammates because that’s 
what teammates do. “Anybody who 
knows me knows I’m a guy who loves 
his teammates and if anything ever 
comes up like that, I don’t look at that,” 
said Miami Heat star Dwayne Wade. 
“I look at what guys can do for you on 
the court. And in the locker room you 
have great relationships with guys. I 
don’t have any negative views.” This 
was a typical of response from those 
supportive pros who wanted to weigh in 
on the record. 

A Sports Illustrated survey conducted 
last year provides more insight. When 
players from the four major professional 
sports leagues—MLB, NFL, NBA and 
NHL—were asked it they would support 
an openly gay teammate, more than 
half in the NFL said they would; three 
out of five approved of a gay teammate 
in the NBA and Major League Baseball; 
and a whopping four out of five were 
supportive in the NHL. This spike in 
the NHL’s acceptance is most likely 
attributable to the fact that most of the 
players are Canadians and Europeans 
who are more apt to lack the sexual 
hang-ups of Americans.

Nonetheless, former NBA player 
Tim Hardaway was repulsed at the 
thought of a gay teammate and stated 
during an interview that, among other 
reasons for not wanting a gay teammate, 
he hates gays. He later apologized 
for his comments. The big question is: 
who more represents the locker room 
mindset—Wade or Hardaway? 

Teammate support may be there, but 
what’s missing, however, is how these 
guys would respond when an opponent 
comes out. Would he be taunted, 
shunned, harassed, or just left alone?

Fan response
The second consideration for a gay 

athlete who is contemplating coming 
out is the reaction of fans. That is a 
tough one to gauge and may depend 
on the team’s locale and its social 
consciousness. On the surface a gay 
athlete may be better off coming out in 
New York than in Dallas, but no matter 

if a state is red or blue, every state has 
a mix of homophobes and progressives, 
thus the color purple.

Yet a gay athlete who is a strong 
performer and/or is popular with the fans 
will have a better chance of mitigating 
any backlash. Indeed, studies have 
already indicated that fans appear to be 
OK with an openly gay player. According 
to an online survey by Witeck-Combs 
Communications and Harris Interactive 
conducted in 2002, two out of three 
fans said they would not change their 
opinions of favorite male or female 
professional athletes should they come 
out. Consequently, four out of five said 
other fans would have a problem.

Over the past several years, there 
have been “gay night” events at several 
baseball parks recognizing the significance 
of the gay dollar and that being inclusive 
is good business. And just recently, there 
was a landmark Pride Night with the 
Atlanta Thrashers of the NHL.

Endorsement concerns
The third consideration is the 

potential loss of endorsements if a player 
comes out, especially when corporations 
are under extreme pressure from so-
called morality groups. But when Sheryl 
Swoopes came out, Nike did not drop 
an existing endorsement deal, and she 
picked up another one as well.

While some see a risk, others see a 
windfall. “From a marketing perspective, 
if you’re a player who happens to be gay 
and you want to be incredibly rich, then 
you should come out, because it would be 
the best thing that ever happened to you 
from a marketing and an endorsement 
perspective,” said the NBA’s Dallas 
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban. “You 
would be an absolute hero to more 
Americans than you can ever possibly 
be as an athlete, and that’ll put money in 
your pocket. On the flip side, if you’re the 
idiot who condemns somebody because 
they’re gay, then you’re going to be 
ostracized, you’re going to be picketed and 
you’re going to ruin whatever marketing 
endorsements you have.”

The times, they are a-changin’
The world has evolved dramatically 

since the day Jackie Robinson endured 
taunts and death threats from fans and 

Time to Step Up to the Plate
The climate is improving for a gay pro athlete to come out

See OUTspoken on page 18
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My Two      entsMy Two      entsMy Two      entsMy Two      ents
By PS Lorio

I just fi nished watching the 
Oscars. —Just fi nished watching the 
most fabulous people having the most 
fabulous moments of their lives. (May 
I add that I’m very happy for Jennifer 
Hudson—whose likely, at this very 
moment, to be Xeroxing a print of 
her ass to mail to Simon Cowell) But 
as we all know, the Academy Awards 
aren’t simply about the fi lms and 
celebrating great achievements in 
cinematography, the Oscars are about 
the night. The event. The red carpet, 
glitz and glamour, who’s-who and 
what are they wearing revue. Oscar 
night (or afternoon, really) is about The 
Fashions. 

I never watch the pre-show stuff. 
All the red carpet hoopla goes right 
over my head. Now it’s not that I don’t 
like looking at pretty girls; as a card-
carrying, toaster-boasting member of 
the club I can appreciate the grace and 
beauty of the parade of young starlets 
sashaying their way into the hall, but I 
frankly could give a rat’s asterisk what 
they’re wearing. The designers, the 
gowns, the shoes, the accessories… 
Joan Rivers and her Gee-I-wish-I-had-
talent-thank-god-my-mother-let’s-me-
tag-along daughter, all that’s lost on 
me. And apparently all that’s lost on 
Ellen, too. Thankfully.

You see there are of us who were 
never meant to be in a gown and heels. 
We were never meant to do up our hair, 
or wear dangly earrings and lipstick. 
But for years we’ve either succumbed 
to the pressure of peer and family 
acceptance, or simply opted to skip 
important events. And thankfully Ellen 
has stopped that trend. Or at the very 
least made it reasonably acceptable 
for a woman to wear a suit to formal 
events.

In checking some of the early 
press, there was little mention of 
Ellen’s wardrobe. The San Francisco 
Chronicle, The Chicago Tribune, and 
the National Post all noted that the 
Oscar host wore “a simple red suit 
with a white shirt and shoes”, but 
remained focused on the content of 

her performance. In the bigger picture, 
Ellen’s rejection of conformity may 
eventually lead us to a time when 
Condoleeza Rice will be noted for the 
content of her remarks to the U.N. 
and not what she wore in giving the 
address. Or a different assessment of 
Hillary Clinton as she makes her run 
for the White House. But I digress…. 

I haven’t worn a dress since my 
high school graduation. And only 
then at the (demand) request of my 
mother. I never went to a prom. Over 
the years I’ve opted out of a number of 
invitations to be included as a member 
of the wedding party (including my own 
brother’s), and all because I would not 
wear a costume that was contrary to 
my personality. In short, I’ve always 
refused to be a dyke in drag.

And while we all know that Ellen’s 
had a ground-breaking career, she may 
have opened more doors than she will 
ever be given credit for. Because she 
wore a suit to host the biggest awards 
ceremony of the year, and the best 
part of all of this is It’s A Given!

Okay, I’ll grant you that it’s not like 
a woman has never worn a tuxedo 
in public, (see: Marlene Dietrich) but 
on most occasions, I would suspect 
it was worn as a fashion statement, 
and probably not to refl ect a personal 
choice. And I’m certainly not saying that 
all women should reject the gowns, the 
shoes, the lipsticks and accessories. 
Fashion has its place. But not on me. 
Thanks Ellen. 

In closing, it also occurs to me that 
I haven’t seen any one of the fi ve fi lms 
that were nominated for this year’s best 
picture. Guess I’ll have to wait for them 
to come on NetFlix. Or download them 
onto my iPod. My how things have 
changed. I remember when Personal 
Entertainment Devices were a whole 
different thing….

But that’s a different story, and for 
now, that’s my two cents. 

Baltimoreoutloud.com

Editor,
In response to Steve Charing recent 

op-ed (Feb. 16 Volume VI, Number 21) 
“Homophobia Knows no Race”

Although I agree with many of 
the assertions made by the author of 
“Homophobia Knows No Race”, I must 
voice disappointment with the piece 
as it stands. No one can dispute the 
history of vocalized homophobia as 
listed in the opinion piece; however I 
believe the author missed the point of 
the previous article. 

Although folks belonging to any 
race can be anti gay or are anti gay, 
there seems to be a different response 
to the anti gay blathering according 
to race. Although John Rocker was 
chastised for his comments, was there 
a petition calling for his trade and/or 
his dismissal? I would also submit that 
Reggie White did not receive the level of 
condemnation that Isaiah Washington 
did because he was not on an award 
winning show which millions of people 
tune in to each week. Yes, White was 
on the Green Bay Packers which has 
a huge national following, but he was 
no longer playing when he said those 
comments and was going about doing 
his clergy work. In the guise of his 
religion, White made those comments. 
Religious based homophobia is never 
acceptable or warranted. However, 
people may not have condemned him 
with all the noise because he was 
speaking as a minister and not as an 
NFL player.

Secondly, I think it is easy 
for the so called mainstream lgbt 
community to dismiss race. I point to 
the comment written by the author, 
“These [African American] preachers 
are aware of the pain and suffering that 
discrimination brings and gays believe 
that African Americans should be more 
compassionate as a result of their own 
tragic experiences”. Firstly, I object to 
the implied difference between gays 
and Blacks. For me and millions of other 
gay people of color, this community is 
one and the same. Are we speaking 
about gays who are not of color? 

Secondly, African American gays 
and lesbians are no longer surprised 
by the homophobia spewed in Black 
churches. Many of us have grown up 
in these churches and have heard the 
hate fi lled sermons. They have hurt a 
lot of Black lgbt folks because this is 
our church family. These are our so 
called pastors and ministers. We are 
very familiar with the ridiculous religious 
rhetoric. Why should we expect these 
people to be more sympathetic? 

Often times, the oppressed will 
assume the posture of their oppressors 
if they want to assimilate and prove 
themselves “worthy” of full benefi ts and 
protections of the society. This is what 
we should keep in mind in talking about 
the Black church and its homophobia. 

Many of the well known Black anti 
gay crowd have taken this vocal posture 
to ingratiate themselves with the white 
religious elite (see Moral Contract with 
Black America) and for money (see 
faith based initiatives). Although this is 
deplorable, this is a real situation. Black 
lgbt people have decided to combat this 
with love. On March 10, the National 
Black Justice Coalition will host its 
second annual Black Church Summit 
which will tackle this subject head on. 
We are doing the work. 

If we want to build bridges to different 
communities, we must approach 
community where it is. We must 
approach people where they are. Yes, 
gays and lesbians worked on the side 
of justice during the freedom struggles 
of the 60s. Unfortunately, many did not 
know they were there because they 
did not reveal themselves. The closet 
was very much in vogue, save for a 
few brave souls (James Baldwin and 
Bayard Rustin, to name a few). 

In order to build these bridges, we 
have to connect people to history. If folks 
knew about the hundreds and thousands 
of gays and lesbians who carried 
the banner of freedom during those 
turbulent times, we would have less Tim 
Hardaways and Isaiah Washingtons. 
We also have to work on things that 
are relevant to the communities. 
Crime, drugs, unemployment, poor 
education, bad immigration policies 
and institutionalized racism are serious 
problems for communities of color. 

However, many gays of color have 
lamented about the lack of pertinent 
responses to these issues from so 
called mainstream gay groups. If 
we want to build bridges, we have to 
work on each other’s issues. As much 
as we would like to think race does 
not matter, it really does. And when 
we acknowledge that, we call out the 
boogey man, take away his power, and 
get down to the business of dismantling 
oppression. However, if we continue 
to put our heads in the sand regarding 
race and sexuality in America, we will 
never solve this problem. Although anti 
gay sentiment runs across racial lines, 
racism cuts across the lgbt community. 
I say that our entire community should 
work to create a beloved, more 
compassionate society. 

To the Editor
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By Bob Roehr 
 
HIV prevention research activism 

got a shot in the arm in Los Angeles 
on February 24-25. Close to a hundred 
activists from around the country 
gathered at the LA Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center for a day and a half 
long training session prior to the start 
of the 14th annual retroviral conference, 
the premier scientific meeting on AIDS 
research. 

“Strategy + constituency + training + 
mobilization = change,” was the formula 
laid out by Julie Davids, executive 
director of CHAMP (Community HIV/
AIDS Mobilization Project), one of the 
principle organizers of the session.  

She urged those new to research 
activism not to become overwhelmed 
and frustrated by the concepts and 
language. “If we don’t understand it at 
first, our brain is working on it, you will 
hear and read it again.” She said it is 
much like learning to speak a foreign 
language, where at some point there is 
a click and it begins to make sense. 

Davids said the hallmark of HIV 
research advocacy as been “access 
to top line, meaningful discussion” 
with leading researchers in the field 
at meetings such as the retroviral 
conference. But coupled with that is “an 
obligation to bring that information back 
to the community and share it.”  

Tom Coates has been one of the 
leading experts on HIV prevention 
activities, first at the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF), and 
now at UCLA. He said, “We have a 
package of approaches –behavioral, 
social, biomedical – that can work 
together in great harmony to bring about 
change” in reducing the spread of HIV, 
both in the US and in the developing 
world. 

Almost forgotten is the adoption 
of safer sex practices and widespread 
use of condoms by gay men, which 
dramatically drove down the rate of new 
infections within that community from its 
peak in the mid-1980s. 

Coates pointed to the success of 
reducing mother to child transmission 
in the US. In the mid-1990s about a 
thousand a year became infected with 
HIV at or near the time of birth. Today 
that number is less than 50 children a 
year. 

Recent findings have shown that 
male circumcision can reduce the risk 
of acquiring HIV by more than half. 
Treating herpes simplex-2 (HSV-2) can 
reduce genital shedding and disease 
progression for those already infected. 

“Male circumcision is the best thing 
that has happened in HIV prevention 
since the prevention of mother to child 
transmission. This is a fantastic result,” 
said Coates. “If a microbicide were 
developed that had the same efficacy, 
“we would be slapping it on everybody’s 
body parts as much as we could, as 
quickly as we could.”

He called circumcision “the perfect 
issue” about how to think about create 
combination prevention. ”It is not just a 
surgical procedure. You can’t just set 
up chop shops all over the place and 
expect to get positive prevention results. 
So it gives us the advantage, I think, to 
rejuvenate the entirety of prevention,” 
both domestically and internationally.  

Coates pointed out rates of adult 
male circumcision have declined to 
about 50% in the US. Several states 
have dropped Medicaid coverage to 
circumcise infants at birth. It also is less 

likely to occur among African Americans, 
and likely is a factor contributing to 
higher rates of HIV infection within that 
population. 

He suggested “universal access to 
herpes suppressing medications, which 
are very cheap, very effective, have an 
incredibly safe profile, and resistance 
doesn’t develop. We should be putting 
it in the drinking water.”  

Coates acknowledged that neither 
of these interventions will do away with 
the inequities that drive the epidemic, 

“we can use it as an opportunity to 
fight inequity” in access to health care. 
He also sees it as “a unique window 
to reengage faith based communities 
around the whole issue of prevention.”  

 
Internationally, he called for a 

renewed focus on prevention through 
programs such as the President’s 

Training HIV Prevention Research Advocates

CHAMP panel

Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR). “For every person going 
on ARVs [antiretroviral drugs] in South 
Africa, seven people get HIV. We are 
never going to get ahead of the epidemic 
as long as that is the case.” 

 
OTHER INTERVENTIONS

 UCSF research Robert Grant 
discussed pre- and post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP and PEP), using anti-
HIV drugs as prevention tools around 
risky sexual encounters. He said, 
incomplete adherence makes PrEP look 
a lot like PEP, they are “two sides of the 
same coin.”

 “It could be that an effective oral 
prevention [pill] could serve as a daily 
reminder that people are at risk for 
HIV,” and reinforce modification of their 
behavior to reduce that risk. Grant said, 
risk behavior decreased among people 
who thought they had been exposed to 
HIV and participated in PEP programs 
in both San Francisco and Rio. 

 Edd Lee reviewed ongoing research 
for vaccines and microbicides, with 
milestones on trials that are underway, 
where data should become known over 
the next five years. The member of 
the AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition 
(AVAC) said prevention options should 
be like a Chinese buffet, “People should 
be able to get the things that work for 
them, and use them in combination.” 

 Coates cited as a model the 3 X 
5 campaign, the ambitious goal set by 
the World Health Organization to ramp 
up delivery of anti-HIV drugs to persons 
in the developing world. It was wildly 
ambitious and fell short, but it was a 
focused and practical goal that helped 
push forward the cause of broad access 
to treatment.  

 He challenged the activists to come 
up with a similar easily understood goal 
for prevention, both domestically and 
internationally, and make it the basis for 
their advocacy.

Edd Lee Tom Coates

Robert Grant
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hildren and adolescents with either
Chronic tics or Tourette’s Disorder

who are interested in behavioral treatments
for decreasing tic severity are eligible for this
study. A growing body of evidence sup-
ports the potential of behavioral treatments
as an effective intervention for reducing tics.
Interventions in this research study may be
used in addition to any existing medication
that your child is taking. 

Behavioral treatment-research
study for children and 
adolescents, ages 9-17 

Kids with Tics or 
Tourette’s  Disorder

*Children in photos are professional models. 

For more information, please call: 
410-955-1551 or email tics@jhmi.edu 

Principal Investigator: John T. Walkup, M.D.
JHM-IRB Pr. No. 04-05-17-01 

Tic Disorders may include:  

• Repeated involuntary muscle movements
such as facial grimaces, tongue move-
ments, head jerks, and arm movements  

• Uncontrollable repetitive sounds such 
as humming, sniffing, coughing, throat
clearing, or whistling.   

C

By Bob Roehr 

Smoking medical marijuana 
effectively relieves the pain of peripheral 
neuropathy associated with HIV infection 
and drugs used to treat HIV. 

Neuropathy often is described as a 
painful numbness or burning sensation 
in the extremities that is the result of 
nerve damage. It can be associated 
with other medical conditions such as 
diabetes and cancer. 

Twice as many patients who 
smoked cannabis achieved at least a 
30% reduction in pain as did those who 
smoked a similar placebo cigarette (34% 
v. 17%), said lead investigator Donald 
Abrams, MD. That is about the same 
level of relief seen with other existing 
pain medications. 

The study is the first to be completed 
with funding from the University of 
California Center for Medicinal Cannabis 
Research, and was conducted at the 
University of California, San Francisco. 
It was published in the February 13 
issue of the journal Neurology.  

“This was an elegantly designed 
study in that we used not only the 
patient’s own rating of pain relief but also 
an experimental model for evaluating 
pain. The fact that the two were so 
concordant really validated the fact that 
cannabis was useful in relieving pain in 
this condition,” said Abrams.  

Participants in the trial had to 
complete a daily pain diary for a week 
prior to entering the study to ascertain 
that in fact they did have measurable 
pain. They repeated the diary exercise 
two days prior to smoking their first 
cigarette and two days after completing 
the study.

The National Institute on Drug 
Abuse supplied both the marijuana 
cigarettes and the placebo cigarettes 
from which the THC was removed. 

Abrams acknowledges that “there may 
be other active components in the 
natural product, flavinoids and terpinoids 
that are also antiinflammatories,” that 
could have contributed to pain relief in 

both arms of the study. 
Abrams said, “The marijuana we 

used was only 3.56% THC, not the most 
potent marijuana.” More potent pot might 
provide equal or better relief with less 
exposure to the carcinogens associated 
with smoking any product.

One of the problems he encountered 
was that “many patients have already 
discovered that marijuana helps their 
neuropathy and nausea associated 
with some medications, and they were 
unwilling to stop for a week prior to 
joining the study.”  

Abrams calls peripheral neuropathy 
“an under-rated clinical problem. It 
bothers people and there is not really 
effective therapy. We are excited that in 
this area we have been able to produce 
some real, tangible evidence that 
cannabis has some medicinal benefit.” 

Industry is not interested in research 
into cannabis because there is no profit 
in something that anyone can grow, 
said Bruce Mirkin, spokesman for the 
Marijuana Policy Project.

“This study only happened because 
of the state of California chose to fund 

medical marijuana research when the 
federal government has never funded 
research aimed at showing anything 
but harm. The feds are simply not even 
interested in looking at benefits.”

“We do have a Speaker of the 
House now who has been supportive 
of medical marijuana, we have this 
important piece of new data, and we 
are hopefully that we can finally make 
progress in Congress,” said Mirkin. One 

Marijuana Provides Relief 
from HIV-related Pain

By Bob Roehr

Dr. Abrams is conducting a follow 
on study of cannabis and pain relief 
in cancer patients. But he is having 
difficulty recruiting those patients, so 
far only 1 of 24 in the first six months of 
the trial. He is not sure why, but “I think 
the HIV patients seem more motivated 
than our cancer patients.” He wonders 
whether it might be because there is 
much more of an HIV community than a 
cancer community. 

“We realize that one of the issues 
of cannabis as medicine is that many 
people feel that smoking is not an 
appropriate delivery system,” says 
Abrams. Previous work has shown that 
a vaporizer can deliver about the same 

amounts of THC, the active component 
of cannabis, to the bloodstream, with 
less evidence of toxicity. So the cancer 
trial is using a vaporizer rather than 
cigarettes. 

Participants must have ongoing 
cancer pain, be on a stable dose of 
oxycodone or morphine, and meet other 
entry criteria. They must be willing to 
stay in San Francisco General Hospital 
for five days and nights, and are 
compensated $520. 

You do not have to live in San 
Francisco in order to participate in 
the trial, however, the study does not 
reimburse for transportation. For more 
information, call (415) 476-9554 ext. 
315. 

Marijuana / Cancer Pain Trial Recruiting

of our top priorities “is to get the federal 
government to at least stop attacking 
people in the 11 medical marijuana 
states who are obeying state laws.” 

“One of the great frustrations is how 
detached public policy has been from 
scientific reality,” Mirkin said. Polls show 
70-80% support for allowing the medical 
use of marijuana, “but that hasn’t been 
enough to persuade Congress.” 
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Dear Dr. Eva,
I understand many harmful types of 

bacteria are beginning to crawl out from 
underneath the carpet of drugs we’ve 
been pouring on them for the past fifty 
years or more, and that we still don’t 
have much of a handle on controlling 
viruses. 

My question is hopelessly naive: 
can we fight fire with fire?  That is, 
can a virus get a virus, can bacteria 
get a virus; can a virus get a bacterial 
infection?  Can we feed the AIDS virus 
a designer version of mad cow prions, 
or get bird flu virus addicted to some 
primitive form of an addictive drug that 
will distract it from reproduction, or at 
least lead to a future generation that 
is the viral equivalent of a wave of crack 
babies? 

I suppose if the answer was yes, 
someone would have done it by now, but 
I’ll be interested in learning why these 
things don’t work quite as I imagine

Ignorant but Curious

Dear Iggy,
Viruses are many times smaller than 
bacteria: a virus can infect bacteria, but 
bacteria can’t infect a virus. 

Instead of destroying an infectious 
agent, it’s more effective to focus on 
protecting the host, the people at risk of 
infection. Finding and destroying all the 
colonies of particular bacteria or all the 
copies of a certain virus is impossible-
it would be an attempt to disinfect the 
whole world.

Viruses can only live inside the 
plants and animals they infect, so the 
only way to destroy a virus species is 
to prevent new hosts from becoming 
infected. If the population is protected 
with a vaccine, the virus becomes extinct 
when all the infected hosts have died. 
This is how smallpox was eradicated. 

Many millions of domestic birds 
have been killed in the past couple of 
years in an attempt to control the bird 
flu virus, but new outbreaks continue. 
This is because it will never be possible 
to destroy all infected birds: desperate 
people will find ways to avoid killing 
the birds that are their livelihood, and 
there is also an uncontrollable reservoir 
of virus in wild birds.  No one in public 
health thinks that killing off chickens and 
ducks can eradicate the virus- it’s just a 
delaying tactic to slow the epidemic and 
allow time to develop a vaccine.

Vaccines are effective for some 
viral and bacterial infections, but not all. 
So far, there are no effective vaccines 
against parasitic infections like malaria, 
or against fungal infections. For 
diseases for which there is no vaccine, 
the best strategy is to decrease the 
amount of the infectious agent in the 
environment. Malaria, yellow fever 
and other mosquito-carried infections 
have been decreased by protections 
like mosquito netting for beds, draining 
swamps, and campaigns to get rid of 
tiny water collections where mosquitoes 
breed in urban areas, like inside old 
tires and tin cans. During epidemics of 
mosquito-carried diseases, public health 
workers have released clouds of sterile 
mosquitoes to breed with fertile infected 
ones, slowing the rate of reproduction

Experiments with larger organisms, 
like trying to use one type of plant or 
animal to eradicate another, often have 
unintended consequences. Mongooses 
(not a bird, a small vicious mammal) 
were imported from India to Hawaii to 

kill snakes. The mongooses did this 
so well that they ran out of snakes and 
destroyed several types of native birds. 
Many animals and plants introduced as 
food or cash crops into areas they are 
not native to, have escaped and out-
competed local species, sometimes 
destroying whole ecosystems.  You 
don’t have to be an eco-terrorist or a tree 
hugger to realize that the larger the scale 
of human experimentation with natural 
systems, the larger the destruction that 
can result. We’re probably better off 
trying to protect our own species and 
not reengineering others. 

Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of Primary 
Care at Chase Brexton Health Services. 
Send your comments and questions to her 
by email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Re-printed from April 2006.

Can a Virus Get a Virus? ����������������������
���������������������
������



March 2, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   13 baltimoreoutloud.com



14   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD March 2, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

National Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Association. 

“The Democratic Party has made a 
lot of promises to the LGBT community 
that, we will deliver for you if you elect 
us to office.” Now that it has regained 
control of Congress, it is time to deliver 
results, said John Marble, spokesman 
for National Stonewall Democrats. 

Chris Barron directs lobbying efforts 
for Log Cabin Republicans. He said the 
November elections “make the role of 
Log Cabin even more important.” The 
defeat of Rick Santorum, the defeat of 
the marriage amendment in Arizona are 
indications of “a backlash against the 
hard right social extremists.”  He called 
it “a turning point for the movement.” 

Barron said, “As we look forward 
on how to best achieve full equality 
for our families, it is important that we 
realize this is not going to be a partisan 
victory.”  

Human Rights Campaign president 
Joe Solmonese echoed that perspective. 
“The fact that the Democrats are in 
charge means that our allies control 
those committees, but you can’t lose 
sight of the fact that if and when the 

Senate votes on ENDA, those 6-7 
Republican Senators who will vote with 
us on that issue are hugely important…
From a tactical standpoint, we need 
both [Democrats and Republicans] to 
get anything passed.” 

He hopes that Congress will enact 
hate crimes legislation in April and pass 
ENDA before the August recess, or soon 
after it. He added, as other broader 
legislation advances, “We will have 
opportunities to slide provisions into 
those bills that will continue to whittle 
away at the inequity we face in the 
absence of marriage equality.” 

Foreman said, “We need progressive 
people, liberal people, and Democrats 
to start standing up for us and not say, 

‘here is your crumb’ [ENDA] that has 
70% of the American populous behind it. 
But it is hard to say that without pissing 
off the people who are dribbling out your 
crumb.” 

Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network executive director C. Dixon 
Osburn acknowledged that they have 
a harder time with repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell.” He said, “It takes time 
and education” to build support with 
legislators. “Then you have the curveball, 
you never know what that is going to 
be—if Colin Powell was to announce his 
opposition tomorrow—you have to be 
prepared.” 

EMPOWERING CHANGE
Mara Keisling, executive director 

of the National Center for Transgender 
Equality, said  the organization was 
formed because “there needed to be 
an empowerment tool for transpeople, 
there needed to be a reintegration tool 
into the LGBT movement”    

“Initially, we hit what I nicely called 
‘mediated access.’ People on the Hill 
would say to us, where is Barney Frank 
on this? Where is HRC on this? Nobody 
really wanted to talk to us, they wanted 
other people to talk for us.” 

But, “The trans part of the movement 
is catching up to where the gay part of 
the movement is.” At the state level, 
over the last five years, employment 
protection for transpersons has grown 
from 5 percent to 34 percent of the 
country. 

Midge Potts, a transperson from 
Springfield, Missouri, spoke from the 
audience of running in the Republican 
primary against former House Whip Roy 
Blunt “on the theory that I could get out 
and meet people in southwest Missouri 
and that most people want to live and 
let live.”

“The more that I met people, I 
would see fear just melt off of people’s 
faces in small places south of Branson 
that nobody has every heard of…To do 
that I had to get over my own fears and 
prejudices, that maybe I would expect 
people to be rednecks and bigots.”

She asked, “How can we as a 
community teach each other to reduce 
our fears and prejudices of what people 
expect and built bridges with the greater 
part of society?” 

Barron concurred. “Change is not 
going to happen by us here in DC, it is 
only going to happen when we get out 
and tell our stories in the small towns 
and rural areas. We have to get over our 
fear because we can’t win unless we 
do.” 

He warned, “If we have a strategy 
that only engages only those members 
who are from urban centers, from areas 
that are represented by progressive 
Democrats, then we are leaving behind 

a huge chunk of this country. We have 
got to do a better job of making the 
case to conservative people all across 
this country about why they should care 
about equality for our families.” 

With the spirit of collegiality 
resonating between the speakers at 
the front of the room, it was left to 
the audience to supply much of the 
edge. It was a role that some eagerly 
embraced. 

“We are not handling our rhetoric 
very well,” began the octogenarian 
founding father of the modern gay 
movement, Frank Kameny. His voice 
was low, but it soon thundered to 
reverberate throughout the hall. 

“We are endlessly on the defensive 
and reactive,” he charged. The religious 
right “tell us that gay is bad, so we come 
up and tell them why gay is not bad. We 
do not say affirmatively, gay is good.” 

“…We have to say, the god of 
Leviticus, is a false god who is an 
irrational, homophobic bigot, and a 
damnation. Our true god has given us 
our homosexuality as a divinely inspired 
gift and blessing, to be enjoyed to its 
fullest, exultantly,  exuberantly, and 
joyously. Start saying it!” 

Kameny’s remarks drew some of 
the loudest applause of the evening. 

Blogger Mike Rogers criticized the 
infusion of “big money” into the gay 
movement. “It is probably fifty people 
at the top who now are deciding where 
tens of millions of dollars go. How does 
that impact the movement? How is that 
hurting us, in some ways?” 

Keisling defending increased 
professionalism within the movement 
over the last decade or so. “It is no longer 
just a movement of angry screaming 
people…I don’t feel that the movement 
has been captured [by a handful of 
wealthy donors], I feel that just as much 
the movement has captured them.” 

Foreman said, hundreds of gay 
white men have millions and millions of 
dollars and don’t give anything to the 
movement. He praised those who do 
give, and added, “I have never once had 
one call me and say, you can’t say that” 
about Hillary Clinton or George Bush.

Christopher Barron
Midge Potts

LGBT Movement
Continued from page 1
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John Hylton, PhD, SHARE Co-Investigator

The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
has just started a research project looking at behaviors 
related to anal sex (among men and women) and we 
need volunteers.  The project is called the Microbicide 
Development Project (MDP).  The overall goal of the 
project is to develop a rectal microbicide, a gel or foam 
that will help prevent HIV infection from anal sex. The 
study involves only one clinic visit.  You will be asked 
confidential questions about your sexual behavior 
and several lab tests will also be performed including; 
Rapid HIV testing using oral fluids, blood draws for HIV 
confirmatory, and Syphilis testing, and urine collection 
to test for Gonorrhea and Chlamydia.  An anal exam 
will be performed as well.  Study volunteers will be 
compensated $100 for their time and effort.

*Anorectal Microbicide Project (AMP)
**a gel or foam that will help prevent HIV infection from anal sex

Please contact the Project Coordinator,
Ms. Yasmeen Long at 

1-800-995-8451
for eligibility screening or more information.

AMP* It Up For Your Community:  Rectal Microbicide** Research Needs Your Help!

410.706.8833  or  1.866.706.8833 
or email recruiter@snbl-cpc.com

    Visit our website at www.snbl-cpc.com  
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MARCH 20-25, 2007 • HIPPODROME THEATRE
410.547.SEAT•BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com•Box Office (M-Sat 10-5)

Groups (20+): call 410.837.0110 or 800.889.8457

Tickets are subject to handling fees and
service charges. No exchanges or refunds. 
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SPAM is a registered trademark of Hormel Foods, LLC, used with permission here.

BEST 
MUSICAL

2005 TONY AWARD®

BEST 
MUSICAL

2005 TONY AWARD®

TICKETS ARE SUBJECT TO HANDLING FEES AND
SERVICE CHARGES. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS.

MARCH 6-18 • BUY EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
Call 410.547.SEAT or visit www.BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com

Groups (20+) 410.837.0110 or 800.889.8457
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE HOLDS NO

RESPONSIBILTY FOR ANY TICKETS BOUGHT
FROM UNAUTHORIZED AGENTS.

HIPPODROME THEATRE

I LOVED EVERY MOMENT & WOULD HAVE ENJOYED AN HOUR MORE!!!!
–CREATIVE LOAFING.COM, TAMPA

LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE
–BEST SEATS AVAILABLE WEEKNIGHTS!

BEST SEATS
AVAILABLE

TUES,
WEDS,
THURS
EVES!
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Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

����������������
Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

��������������������

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������

��������������
���������������
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Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

In Baltimore . . .   The United Methodist Church
No matter what ecclesiastical courts may say . . .
 No matter what you may have heard . . .
  No matter what you may rightly feel . . .
WE ARE STILL WELCOMING

Because . . .
We are United Methodists

“There is one only condition required in those who desire admission . . .” General Rules

Because . . .
We are Christians

“That is not the way you learned Christ!”

Because . . .
We are the Church

 “... the church which Christ has opened...”  Liturgy of Baptism

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit of justice 
and resistance of oppression

Bethesda Church 6300 Harford Rd. •  www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church 5315 Harford Rd. •  www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. - at Northern Parkway  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)  •  MVPBalto@comcast.net

St. John’s Church  Baltimore City 2640 St. Paul St. •  www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

ostracism by teammates and opponents 
alike. The country wasn’t ready for 
integration during Robinson’s gallant 
breaking of the color barrier 60 years 
ago. Attitude towards gay acceptance is 

improving albeit slowly. Cultural exposure 
to gays and lesbians, including more 
positive portrayals of gays in television 
and movies, and political debates that 
push for equality, have contributed to 
the positive trends.

But the best evidence of a more 
accepting sports world occurred 
following Tim Hardaway’s homophobic 
remarks. Swiftly and unequivocally, NBA 
Commissioner David Stern rebuked 
Hardaway and cancelled Hardaway’s 
representing the NBA during the all-star 
weekend, and he lost an endorsement, 
too. Moreover, the Continental Basketball 
Association terminated Hardaway’s role 
with the league. These actions sent a 
powerful message that homophobia—
not homosexuality—is a taboo.

Coming out in the world of sports may 
be a struggle. But the outcome is likely to 
be successful given that times are changing 
and intolerance will not be tolerated.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

OUTspoken
Continued from page 6
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Fate leads Walter Sparrow to come 
in possession of a mysterious novel that 
has eerie similarities and connections 
to his life, all based around the number 
23. As the story unfolds in real life and 
fiction, Sparrow must figure out his 
connection to the book and how the 
story will eventually end.

The Number 23 certainly has an 
interesting premise, but the execution of 
that premise leaves much to be desired. 
Walter Sparrow has a great family and 
a job he enjoys, even if being the town 
dog catcher isn’t a career that dreams 
are made of. 

Walter’s problems begin when he 
rebuffs his co-worker, who also happens 
to be his dispatcher, at a Christmas party. 
At one minute to five, she gets back at 
him by sending him on a job, making him 
late picking up his wife Agatha.  While 

she waits for him, she wanders into a 
local bookstore and picks up a raggedy 
book entitled The Number 23. She finds 
the book interesting and recommends 
Walter read it. As Walter gets more into 
the story, he begins to realize the author 
has written some amazing parallels 
to Walter’s own life. Agatha tries to 
convince Walter that he’s nothing like 
the book’s protagonist because she 
knows what path that character takes, 
and it’s not a pleasant one. 

Walter becomes more and more 
obsessed with the book, the character 
and the seemingly not-so-random way 
the number 23 figures into the story and 
his own life. And this is where I began 
to have problems with the film. The 
screenwriter, Fernley Phillips, practically 
does backflips and somersaults to 
make various sets of numbers add up 
to 23. Using a time like 8:15, the time 
the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, 
makes sense because it’s linear and a 

The Number 23
Cast: Jim Carrey; Virginia Madsen; 

Logan Lerman; Danny Huston; Lynn Collins; 
Rhona Mitra; Director: Joel Schumacher

set of two numbers divided by the colon.  
But when characters have to start taking 
series of numbers, like a street address, 
and creatively divide them up to make 
23 or worse, add, subtract and divide 
to get to the magical sum, then it really 
gets tiresome. And who knows what the 
numerical codes are for the colors red 
and white which makes pink which adds 
up to 23! It gets to be too much after a 
while and really stretches the patience 
of the audience. About midway through 
the film I could just feel a scream welling 
up inside of me just wanting the movie 
to stop so I could bolt from my seat.

The cast isn’t bad, however, 
especially since most of them get to 
play dual roles in Walter’s reality and 
as characters in the book-but are they 
fictional characters or something more? 
Carrey doesn’t show one smidge of 
the smug comedian he can be, and he 
firmly grounds Walter in the here and 
now. As Walter’s alter ego Fingerling, 
Carrey gets to camp it up a bit playing 
his mind’s eye version of a hard-boiled 
PI that treads a fine line without tipping 
over in parody.  

Madsen, who seems to be getting 
pigeonholed now as the loving wife (see 
The Astronaut Farmer), is always a joy 
to watch, and the rest of the relatively 
unknown cast all do adequate jobs with 
the material (although Danny Huston 
does ham it up just a bit much as his 
alter ego character, Dr. Miles Phoenix). 
Fan of Rhona Mitra (The Practice) will 
be disappointed by her miniscule screen 
time as the book’s mysterious murder 
victim.  Director Schumacher has had 
a career of hits (The Lost Boys, St. 
Elmo’s Fire, A Time to Kill) and misses 
(topped by such stinkers as Batman & 

Robin and 8MM), and unfortunately The 
Number 23 falls into his “noble failure” 
category (The Phantom of the Opera, 
Veronica Guerin).  

Schumacher does dive into his bag 
of cinematic tricks to define the fantasy 
world of the book, but sometimes it looks 
more like he’s stealing the visual style 
of Sin City but with color. As thrillers go, 
The Number 23 is more infuriating than 
engrossing, and the film’s revelation 
almost stretches the already stretched 
credibility to it’s breaking point, but when 
all is said and done, for this viewer, it 
just never adds up. 

Rated R for violence, disturbing 
images, sexuality and language.
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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police came and arrested everyone 
there. Twenty-three people, including 
myself, were kept in detention for two 
days without a trial. I am concerned 
that the same-sex bill proposed by the 
Nigerian government will further force 
gays underground. Hate campaigns 
against lgbt people will increase and 
fundamental freedoms will be challenged. 
The laws will also affect Nigerians more 
broadly. HIV/AIDS will increase because 
visible support for lgbt organizations will 
vanish. Unemployment will increase. 

lgbt-friendly lawyers will refuse to defend 
gays for fear of persecution.”

The entire, must-read “Voices from 
Nigeria” report is available online for you 
to read -- as you should -- by clicking 
here. 

One report last month from a leader 
of the lgbt-civil society opposition to the 
bill suggested that the Nigerian National 
Assembly is divided on its passage at 
the moment, with one-third for, one-third 
against, and one-third undecided. And 
IGLHRC’s Johnson told Gay City News
that “There is still time to prevent the 
passage of this bill.”

Asked by this reporter what U.S. 

gays could do to help, Johnson said: 
“While Barney Frank (left) and Tammy 
Baldwin have both weighed in against 
the bill, Americans still need to put 
pressure on their representatives to 
condemn the bill. Your readers should 
call their members of Congress and the 
State Department and ask them to speak 
out against the Same-Sex Marriage Act. 
Full-scale activism is what is needed at 
this point.”

This article was originally published 
in Gay City News -- New York’s largest 
gay weekly.

Nigeria Anti-Gay Law
Continued from page 4 GOT

NEWS?

Send them to 
editor

@baltimoreoutloud.com

?
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 Happy Hour ALL DAY

 $10.00 Endless Draft 

 $2.50 Absolute

 BIG Ass Beer   

 2 for 1 Rail and Draft 
DJ 10pm till???

 2 for 1 Rail and draft 

 Happy Hour   

OFF STREET PARKING 

6037 Bel Air Road
Baltimore Md. 21206

410-325-3110 

Thirsty,s IIThirsty,s II By Ben Ryland

Stephen Sondheim’s Assassins has 
been staged in an strong production 
at the Audrey Herman Spotlighters 
Theatre in Mount Vernon. This dark and 
controversial show is not without the 
usual Sondheim wit but overall it’s not 
your typical musical comedy.

Think Sweeney Todd not Into The 
Woods. After opening off-Broadway 
and not moving up town, Assassins, 
became a cult favorite often performed 
at colleges, regional theatres and the 
more ambitious community venues. 

Assassins has little plot, only the 
thread of John Wilkes Booth through-out 
the show as the first of the presidential 
assassinations, some successful and 
some not. All are included here- the 
famous plus others mostly forgotten 
all obsessed individuals explaining 
their motivations in song and stories. 

Weave in the cynicism of Sondheim’s 
ballads and anthems and you get an 
intermission less evening climaxing with 
Booth instigating Lee Harvey Oswald 
to join the ‘rebels’ in history when “one 
little gunshot can change the world” in 
Dallas.

The intensity of director Robert 
Oppel’s production left the audience 
mesmerized and often so stunned that 
they didn’t applaud some of the musical 
numbers. Most were on the edge of their 
seats from Booth’s first appearance 
explaining the killing the tyrant that 
destroyed his country by Civil War but 
creating a historical martyr instead. 
They knew that were on a wild ride for 
the next 95 minutes.

Oppel’s cast is to die for. Ed Peters 
as Booth is an imposing figure fit to lead 
the group of misfits throughout the last 
200+ years. Liz Boyer-Hunnicutt as 
Sarah Jane Moore is absolutely manic 
(not to mention nuts) along with Tammy 
Crisp as Squeaky Fromme inspired by 
Charly Manson to kill Ford. It seems 
that both women dated Manson, Moore 

earlier in West Virginia their hometown. 
The large cast also includes great work 
by Jeffrey Hawks, Thom Sinn, Ben 
Fisler, Laura Weiss, Shane Logue and 
the others.

The costumes are an important 
factor in this show since it spans two 
centuries and they are superb. Another 
production element created for this 
version were projections which give us 
images of the targeted presidents and 
even the infamous Zapruder film.

I have always been strongly affected 
by the last 15 minute dramatic sequence 

as Booth convinces Oswald to kill JFK. 
As the others cheer him on the tension in 
this production was almost unbearable. 
No one in the theatre breathed. 
Understandable because it so well 
written by book writer John Weidman 
and the production was maybe the best 
I have ever seen of this difficult work.

Spotlighters Theatre – 817 St. 
Paul Street

Now until March 18 (and selling out 
fast)

Reservations: 410-752-1225 or 
www.spotlighters.org.

Spotlighter’s Assassins
–A Cast To Die For
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Karaoke with 

Rita and Rena
Saturday, March 31st

Drinkery
The 

410-225-3100
203 W. Read Street

Corner of Read St. and Park Ave.

Everyday 
at 11 a.m.

Open 

Starts Everyday 
at 4 pm

Happy 
Hour

Sunday Buffet 
starts around 3 p.m..

Sunday March 11th

Early St. Patrick’s Party
After the Parade

Sunday March 17th

St. Patrick’s Party
Introducing “Pilsner Urquell” beer

SPECIAL PRICE

Monday March 18th

COME AND CELEBRATE OUR 
35TH ANNIVERSARY

All Parties with Entertainment!

March 17 & 18
St. Patrick’s Weekend

Specials on Baileys Irish Cream, 
Jameson Irish Whiskey 

and more!

OUTloud: Your new album 
encourages people to Let’s Do It. 
What exactly would you like your 
listeners to do?

NOA: Let’s Do It! is about freedom. 
We live in a world of hatred and 
intolerance. I remember encountering 
hate in South Africa, where I grew up, 
and how painful it was. People had to 
fi ght for basic freedoms. We fought and 
won. South Africa is the fi rst country 
to have gay rights written into its 
constitution.

OUTloud: Our predecessors 
were big on political activeness. Has 
the younger generation lost its will to 
fi ght? 

NOA: I don’t think the younger gay 
generation has lost its will to fi ght. They 
just need to understand that intolerance 
leads to persecution and we need to 
stop it now before it escalates even 
further.

OUTloud:The big trend with 
young gays is assimilation with 
mainstream society.  They don’t feel 
the need to be labeled as gay. Do you 
share this philosophy?

NOA: I’m not a fan of homogenizing 
humanity. Being different is something 
to celebrate, not hide. Being part of 
the mainstream is the goal, but not 
at the expense of being yourself.  
 OUTloud: New York’s Chelsea and 
Philadelphia’s Gayborhood are gay 
ghost towns because the younger 
gays are choosing to hang in 
“straight” areas. 

NOA: It’s good that young gays are 
not as defi ned by their sexuality but I do 
believe that communities where people 
with similar interests can coalesce are 
valuable. Gay villages offer a certain 
safety, which is nice. But it will be 
even nicer when a gay man can feel 
comfortable walking hand in hand with 
another man down Main Street USA.  

OUTloud: Without the support of 
the young gay generation, the gay 
bars and clubs are suffering and 
some, even closing. Are we at risk of 
losing our community?

NOA: Gay bars and clubs are 
important for those who lack the 
confi dence to be themselves in a mixed 
environment, and so I do think it’s sad 
for those people when a favorite closes. 
But we live in a free, capitalist society 
where the market dictates whether 
venues survive. If the community needs 
a gay bar or club, then they should 
support it. Otherwise, they shouldn’t be 
upset when it disappears. 

OUTloud: What advice would you 
give your younger fans in order to 

maintain their community?
NOA: Community is about 

mutual support. Support those in the 
community who are fi nding it hard to be 
true to themselves. Support local gay 
businesses that you do not want to see 
close.  

OUTloud: Do you feel the gay 
community is supporting its gay 
artists enough?

NOA: I think people should support 
music and artists because they’re good, 
not because they’re gay. But I do think 
gay press should be more supportive 
of its artists. I don’t understand why 
gay magazines will put a straight artist 
on their cover when the artist has no 
relevance or hasn’t done anything for 
the community apart from having a song 
gay people like to dance to. It’s hard 
enough for lgbt artists as it is without the 
mainstream marketing machine behind 
them, and I would think the lgbt press 
would be more supportive to their own.

OUTloud: Why is it important that 
our community have its own faces 
and music?

NOA: Every community needs its 
own icons to enjoy and respond to.

OUTloud: What’s next for Noa 
Tylo?

NOA: I’m not a politician. I’m a 
musician. But if my voice can make a 
difference and persuade people to reject 
intolerance, then that’s great. This is my 
fi rst album written in the US. I grew up in 
a country where freedom and tolerance 
did not come naturally. I stand by the 
thoughts and beliefs I’m expressing in 
my music. I hope people enjoy Let’s 
Do It! as much as I do, and my main 
objective for now is to make this album 
all it can be.

Noa Tylo’s “new album, Let’s Do 
It!, is in stores and on i-Tunes now.  For 
more info, go to noatylo.com.

Noa Tylo
Continued from page 1
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Come join us this Memorial Day Weekend in rural, northeastern Maryland for our 13th year.  
Register early for the lowest price (includes lodging, meals and beverages).  All cabins are 

bathroom-equipped.  Weekend rates start at $295.  
Special offer for guys with valid student ID at $225. 

Shuttle service provided to camp from Amtrak station for additional cost.
This is a nude, not clothing optional, ages 21+, male-only event sponsored by  

The Philadelphia Area Naked Guys.
Come and party with over 200 guys from around the country and the world.  Enjoy lounging 

poolside, go hiking, nightly themed cocktail parties, disco, square dancing, shows and much more.
Phillynakedguys.org •  215-978-7264, 
PANG/PO BOX 42691/PHILA/PA/19101

GET NAKED! ** HAVE FUN **ALL MEN**ALL NUDE**ALL THE TIME**

EAST COAST GATHERING
May 25 – 29, 2007

Come Hang Out With Us!

After all the formal leather on 
display in D.C. during MAL, it was time 
to dress down and kick back at the 
Keystone Capital Run 2007: “A Blue-
Collar Weekend”. With a node to the 
popular motor oil, the leather guys in 
Harrisburg presented “PENNZMEN 30” 
to celebrated the 30th anniversary of the 
Pennsmen, Inc. The Holiday Inn New 
Cumberland was the place to be on 
February 23-25   as over seventy leather 
folks representing 14 clubs of the AMCC 
put on their coveralls (some of which 
did not quite cover all!) and attended an 
endless round of cocktail parties. 

A cookout awaited guest as they 
arrived for registration on Friday night. 
Afterwards the DC Boys of Leather 
got the party started with the first of 
several garage themed cocktail parties. 
At midnight the Centaurs got out their 
HAZMAT suits for their party and I am 
sure I glowed in the dark after a few of 
those strong cocktails!

On Saturday morning it was back to 
the garage as the ShipMates presented 
“eye openers”. Of course what cocktail 

do you serve at the garage? Why, 
screwdrivers of course. After brunch 
COMMAND outdid themselves again 
with their take on pest control: “The 
Porkin Men”. I am not sure where one 
finds crackers in the shape of insects- 
but COMMAND knows. The people 
games were just as creative. Judges 
were given a look at some nicely filled 
g-strings, given some biographical 
information, and were asked to “Name 
that Cock”.   

The Reading Railmen served 
cocktails during a team event were each 
group was given plastic wrap, make-up, 
and an outfit and were asked to create 
a wrapped Barbie. It was not difficult 
for me to help select the winner as 
COMMAND President Brian Harrison 
was transformed into Anna Nicole-
complete with dollar bills and an “x” over 
each eye. I thought last year’s NEPA 
party would be hard to top, but the guys 
of Northeast PA topped themselves 
(something I have been doing while 
Sir Steve is out of town) and presented 
Screamgirls complete with a souvenir 

cd for each guest!
To round out the evening there 

was a TFL Tea (An Arab Sheik and 
a cocktail that was so strong I know 
it would have gotten 30 miles to the 
gallon), pre-dinner cocktails present by 
Paul Rose, the anniversary banquet, 
a construction party presented by 
the Philadelphians, and a bar crawl 
through downtown Harrisburg with 
an after-hours party presented by the 
Pennsmen. The weekend ended with 
a big brunch on Sunday morning. 

Congratulations to boy jesse 
perry-james (Run Chairman) and 
the Pennsmen. for a great weekend. 
Happy 30th Anniversary!

It will be the 15th Anniversary 
Weekend for the Long Island Ravens 
on March 23-25 up in Ronkonkoma, 
NY. The weekend will include a 
“Leather Ball” at the Thatched 
Cottage, a Masters and Slaves 
Auction. Plus of course there will be 
lots of cocktail parties and after-hours 
events. Visit www.liravensmc.org for 
all the details.

Of course before I pack my bags 
for Long Island, we have a big event 
right here in Baltimore. On March 16 
and 17 the Maryland LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy 2007 Contest and “TWIST” 
benefit show will be held at the Hippo. 
Contestant applications can be found 
at the Baltimore Eagle, Phoenix, 
Lambda Rising, and by contacting 
me at R.L.Burger@att.net. Dan Noel 
and yours truly will emcee the contest 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 17. It 
is going to be a blast! There is even 
going to be a victory party afterwards 
at the Phoenix. I can’t wait.

Unfortunately it is now time to get 
out my suit and tie for work tomorrow- 
oh well, at least I had a blue-collar 
weekend! 

http://www.liravensmc.org
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What A Great Time To Buy!
• Low Interest Rates

• High Inventory
• Negotiable Prices and Terms

Ask about a Free Home Inspection
or Current Market Analysis

Kevin Willner
410-340-2201
ReMax Sails

The Willner/Chrissomallis Group
www.wcgroup.info

Featured Listings
1913 E. Lombard St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
7 S. Chester St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
910 Bouldin St. CANTON $ 342,500
1100 S. Decker Ave. CANTON $ 343,000
2317 Furnace Rd. FALLSTON $ 544,900
7504 Iroquois Ave. SPARROWS POINT $ 245,000

Investment Opportunities
510 S. Castle St.  •  FELLS POINT  •  $ 350,000
4150 Eierman Ave.  •  BALTIMORE  •  $ 99,900
412 Newkirk St.  •  BAYVIEW•    $ 164,900
508 Rappolla St.  •  BAYVIEW  •  $ 155,000
22 N. Rose St.  •  PATTERSON PARK  •  $ 164,900

410-902-9903 (offi ce)   443-600-1282 (pager)
1-888-584-6700 (TOLL FREE)

AMERICAN  HOME MORTGAGE

Richard Pazornik
Your Family Loan Offi cer

Family Helping Family

Call for free pre-approval
apply on-line:

www.richardpazornik.com
then click on full application

I understand your unique needs, and the importance to  you 
of dealing with someone who understands them too!

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.
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P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

MADISON PARK 
2034 Madison Avenue

• Unique opportunity to 
transform this architecturally 
significant end of group with 
tons of light into a showplace.
• Vast open spaces with very 
large rooms, high ceilings, 
lower level mostly above 
ground and approximately 
5,000 sq. ft. of space.
• Convenient location close 
to Penn Station, light rail, the 
Lyric and more!

DAVE  KNIGHT
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)
dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)
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  Intercom Entrance
  1, 2 & 3 BR Apts. Avail.
  Full Washer and Dryer
  24-hour Fitness Center
  MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

Open Mon - Fri 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

Call for directions... 

410-281-0075
7610 Reserve Circle 
Windsor Mill, MD 21244

The Perfect Romantic  
Getaway!
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HEY HON!
To See your Busniess

 here...

Contact Mary Taylor at
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com


