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See Office Party on page 2

The lights in the OUTloud offices burned 
late into the stormy night, as the staff prepared 
this holiday issue. Commissar Chase sat 
slumped in his expensive leather chair, 
naked, aroused. “A small dusty man, 
behind a small dusty desk.”

In one corner was art director 
Ramon Montiel. Through 
a small cell-like window, 
the dim glow of a single 
streetlight provided what 
little illumination it and 
twelve candles could 
muster. Montiel was 
joined at his work station 
by Chuck, Harry, and 
Gregg (with 3 G’s) 
and, of course, Pride 
Media President Jim 
Williams (without 
his telltale watch). 
Their boyish moans 
and raging erections 
left little doubt 
they were watching 
Wildmenanddonkeys.
com (an OUTloud 
favorite).

The sales folk were 
nestled all drugged in their 
heads – Mary, Drew and Jay (a 
total of nearly 30 toes.) 

The dance floor was packed 
with still more staff displaying no 
measurable skill in body movement. 
Dr Eva and Luke, Pride Media co-owner 
Jim Becker and the always stylish, Jeffrey, 
Meredith and a trick. The smelly wax candles 
reflected snowflake designs from a small disco 
ball. Standing transfixed, several wasted guests 
thought they were in a planetarium (including 
our science editor.) After awhile the dancing 
faded out. Most think it was the lack of 

music, but I have my doubts.
Photographer Skip, looking natty in black, 
was merrily fondling his 840mm telescopic 

lens with optional hood. Newshound 
Kedrick Keys huddled in an alcove 

with politico Steve discussing 
current events. At least that was 
the story on which they both 

agreed. Sitting nearby was 
Steve’s partner Bob, 
desperately wondering 
when it would end – 
this party of journalists, 
gay folks, and good 
friends? 

Noticeably late for 
this holiday disaster 
was leather editor 
Rodney. Perhaps 
naked, handcuffed, 
suspended in a sling, 
Rodney knows how 
to earn the real gold 
bling. A leatherman’s 
nose is as strong as 

his heart. And most, 
can enjoy another 
brother’s fart.

Speaking of old 
farts, in crawled Alexander 

St. John, dressed in gold and 
zirconia fakes, for many it was 

just too much too take. Not fazed 
by the boos, bad breath or the 

Who’s, he slithered and slimed his way 
to the bar, the king of gossip so vile even 

the Grinch is appalled.
Naked on desktops young women and men 

danced, although for Bryan’s it was more like a 
prance!

And then in the smoky haze and 

A Cheery Xmas Tale or Office Party Hell
-with apologies to anyone who has ever picked up a pencil or pen
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stale air of the city’s only 
clothing-optional business 
office, drunken freelancers 
began chanting – “Where’s 
our money?” Covered in 
lampshades, screaming - 
slurred and off-key - this band 
of carolers were demanding 
their fees.

In his dark corner, 
fleshbot in hand, the crusty 
old editor exhausted and 
weak, a bottle of poppers on 
ice at his feet, pulled up his 
pants and began to speak, 
“the checks in the mail they 
been their for weeks.”

And finally at midnight 
Williams stumbled to the 
stage. Unsure exactly what 
decade it was (he has seen 
so many), he began his 
annual speech clutching 
the fleshbot, mistaking it for 
a microphone. After a few 
embarrassing moments he 
continued speaking with his 
back to the crowd. It was 
actually quite moving until 
the batteries went dead.

For you see, Jim 
Williams at midnight is not 
really himself – at least on 
this night he is a jolly old elf. 
And we heard his exclaim as 
he fell out the window. “Don’t 
worry I’m fine. Jack Daniels 
softened my fall. Can anyone 
carry me to Leon’s last call?”

A joyous, gay and 
peaceful holiday season to 
our family of friends.

Office Party Hell
OUTloud Celebrates the Holidays at the Rowan Tree
Continued from page 1
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Medix-Towson has been training people
for over thirty five years to enter the 

Allied Health field

Financial Aid available for those who qualify

Graduate job placement assistance

Day and evening classes

Massage Therapy, Medical Assisting, 
Dental Assisting, Medical Office Assisting

We are accredited by ABHES

(410)337-5155 ask for Melanie or Shannon T O W S O N C O L U M B I A B E L  A I R B E T H E S D A C A M B R I D G E

is pleased to announce that

Mark F.Scurti,Esq.
of Scurti, Meiselman & Bledsoe, P.A. has joined the 

Firm as a Member in its Towson office. 

He will continue to focus his practice in bankruptcy, 

civil litigation, mediation, family and 

domestic law, including second parent adoptions 

and same sex legal issues.

• Healthcare Proxy  

• Power of Attorney  

• Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements

• Estate & Tax Planning

• Adoption & Second Parent Adoption

• Child Custody

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Mark F. Scurti, Esq.
410.938.8718 | 410.938.8800

mscurti@hpklegal.com

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life and your rights:

• Guardianship  

• Advance Health Care Directive  

• Wills  

• Divorce & Break Ups

• Domestic Partnership Agreements  

• Corporate Law

For more information please contact:

hpklegal.com

By Kedrick Keys

Angela Fraser, Deputy Director for 
the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods 
and Constituent Services, was appointed 
in December by Mayor Shelia Dixon 
to Mayor’s Representative to the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Task 
Force. Fraser will continue working in 
her present position as Deputy Director 
in which she was appointed in January 
2007. 

The Mayor’s Office established the 
GLBT Task Force in 2001 to improve 
communication between the Mayor, City 
Agencies and the lgbt community. The 
Task Force strives not only to inform 
the Mayor about important issues but 
to make Baltimore a more attractive city 
for the lgbt community to live, work and 
do business.

Fraser is accustomed to mobilizing 
communities. Prior to her January 
2007 appointment - at which time 
Anthony McCarthy was also appointed 
to Director of Communications at 
the Mayor’s office - Fraser worked 

as a Community Coordinator in the 
Baltimore City State’s Attorneys Office 
where she helped community leaders 
in southeast Baltimore become involved 
in the criminal justice process so that 
prosecutors and judges were aware of 
community concerns as they related 
to crime. She held that position for 
seven years. In 2005, Fraser joined 
then City Council President Shelia 
Dixon’s office as Community Liaison. 
Fraser was responsible for coordinating 
outreach efforts to neighborhood groups 
citywide.

When asked how she and the GLBT 
Task Force were coping with Anthony 
McCarthy’s administrative leave of 
absence, Fraser responded, “I’m making 
sure that nothing falls through the cracks 
while Anthony is on leave.” McCarthy is 
responsible for spearheading the full 
time office for lgbt issues Mayor Dixon 
has promised to implement in her 
address to nearly a thousand people at 
the Equality Maryland’s Jazz Brunch in 
October at which time many politicians, 
lgbt advocacy groups, and supporters 

were present. 
Exactly how the two groups are to 

operate has yet to be determined. “I 
haven’t been able to reach the GLBT 
Task Force to find out how they are 
progressing, Fraser told Outloud. “We 
[the Mayor’s Office] need to make sure 
we are meeting the needs and goals of 
the lgbt community.” 

Bryan Stark, Chairman of the Task 
Force, replaced McCarthy as Chairman 
in 2003 - McCarthy was transitioning 
into his new position as publisher at the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center’s 
newspaper. As a Public Relations 
Specialist, Stark brings with him a 
unique ability to promote the City of 
Baltimore as a gay friendly place to live, 
work and play. 

The GLBT Task Force executive 
board consists of Chairman Stark, Vice 
President Felicia French - Volunteer 
and Aging Services Manager of CARE 
(Commission for Aging and Retirement 
Education) and Secretary Jeremy 
Rosendale - A member of Councilwoman 
Mary Pat Clarke’s staff. Stark says 

Rosedale’s position as Secretary may 
be available soon due to a position he 
has taken with the state which requires 
him to spend more time in Annapolis. 

The Task Force is comprised of a 
number of committees which include 
Baltimore City residents, business 
owners, non-profit organizations from 
Baltimore and across the region as well 
as representatives from city agencies. 
The Task Force is comprised of the 
following committees: 
-Business & Economic Development - 
Members of this committee strive to find 
ways to make Baltimore an attractive 

Angela Fraser

Mayor Appoints New Representative 
to GLBT Task Force 

See Task Force on page 4
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

410-337-3755
409 Washington Ave. Suite 707
Towson, Md. 21204

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

READ
STREET   BOOKS

229 West Read Street
410-669-4103

Featuring Chesapeake Bay Roastry Coffee
Saving the Bay one cup at a time!

The works of A. Aubrey Bodine
Classic photographs by Baltimore’s 

famous photojournalist. 

On display through February 1

Sunday January 6

L Word Premier Party!

place for gay owned and operated 
businesses to operate. Plans are already 
underway to develop a Baltimore Gay 
Guide that lists gay owned or gay 
friendly operations 
-Youth, Education & Families - With 
the “Gay-by Boom” well underway, this 
committee will address the needs of 
families in Baltimore headed by a same 
sex couple and children of lgbt parents 
as well as the corresponding need for 
educational opportunities that do not 
marginalize these children and provide 
safe environments for lgbt youth. 
-Health & Wellness - This committee 
will focus on the varied health concerns 
facing the lgbt community, including 
but not limited to HIV/AIDS, breast 
and cervical cancer, health insurance 
coverage, mental health and domestic 
violence 
-Communications and Community 
Relations - Spreading the word about 
Baltimore is the goal of this committee. 
-Public Safety - This committee has 
already seen many successes including 
the development and implementation 
of an in-service training to educate 
members of the Baltimore Police 
Department on GLBT issues. 

Mayor’s Representative to the 
GLBT Task Force under Mayor O’Malley, 
Tiffany James says, “I was especially 
happy and proud of the progress made 
while I was the Mayor’s Representative 
to the Task Force. We made many 
accomplishments in public safety, lgbt 
sensitivity training for police officers, 
and cultural diversity for all.” James 
took a maternity leave in Dec. 2006 to 
give birth to fraternal twins. James and 
her same-sex partner also have a three 
year-old daughter.  “The GLBT Task 
Force has created and implemented 
an in-service training for all members 

of the Baltimore Police Department 
that began in February of 2005,” Fraser 
says. Members of the community were 
present at each class and provided police 
personnel the opportunity to explore 
myths, create deeper understanding 
about lgbt issues and develop strategies 
to better communicate with the lgbt 
community.

During Her tenure with the GLBT 
Task Force, James also partnered with 
Adam Brickner, President and CEO of 
Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems. 
“He was extremely open to the idea that 
services needed to be improved to the 
transgender community and suggested 
training of his entire staff and researching 
ways to improve their processes to 
reduce the barriers - perceived and real 
- to the transgender community.” And 
Aaron Goodfellow, Associate Director 
of Program for the Study of Women, 
Gender, and Sexuality at Johns 
Hopkins University, worked with James 
to improve services to the transgender 
community by educating them on issues 
they may face while trying to access city 
services, especially substance abuse 
and homeless services. 

During the 2007 Baltimore Gay Pride 
and at numerous other venues, the GLBT 
Task Force conducted a survey. Stark 
says, “We’re currently planning to use 
the results from the Community Needs 
Survey we completed to guide a strategic 
planning session in February where we 
will work with the Administration to help 
ensure that the current structure and 
direction of the Mayor’s Task Force is 
in line with the current Administration’s 
vision and goals. 

Stark says the position for a leader 
for the permanent office on lgbt issues 
is currently on hold as a result of the 
hiring freeze at the city. “We have been 
advised that we should receive an 
update on the status of the position in 
about a month or so.”  

Task Force
Continued from page 3
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• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

The Gay Family Foundation is proud to sponsor its second Women and HIV conference 
for the Baltimore Eligible Metropolitan Area (EMA). The purpose of this conference is 
to provide both professionals and consumers with up-to-date information regarding 
treating women with HIV/AIDS. Exploring creative ways to specifically tailor HIV/AIDS 
care to women in communities of color. Providing women with behavior modification, 
risk-reduction skills that reduce HIV transmission. Exploring why and how chemical 
dependence is a gate-way to HIV infection.

At the conclusion of the seminar, professionals and consumers will gain a body of 
knowledge that will diminish confusion; support, and understand the biological and social 
impact of HIV/AIDS women; by implementing cutting edge, state of the art “best practice” 
treatment protocols.

For register please fax your registration form to 443-927-0059;
Attention to Valerie M. Febres.

The Baltimore City Health
Department and

The Gay Family Foundation’s
Women & HIV

Conference

Date:  January 24, 2008
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 pm
Place:  Hyatt Regency Baltimore
 300 Light Street
 Baltimore, MD 21202

For additional information, contact:
Valerie Febres | The Gay Family Foundation

Tel. 410-209-2412
Email: Valerie@gffonline.com

SAVE THE DATE
JANUARY 24, 2008 | BALTIMORE, MD

WOMEN & HIV CONFERENCE

By Kedrick Keys
  
“The Avenue”, Hampden’s main 

street (a.k.a. West 36th Street), and 
many other surrounding streets are 
filled with thriving businesses where 
visitors can find everything from kitschy 
trinkets to fine arts. One such business 
is Charlotte Elliott Antiques. They 
specialize in high quality imports and 
antiques. Whether your taste is Thai, 
Cambodian, Peruvian, or Indian imports 
- purchased directly from artisans to keep 
money in the hands of the craftsmen - or 
Oriental antiquities, classic furniture, or 
fine art you’ll find it at Charlotte Elliott’s.

Named after their children Charlotte 
Hayes-Marie and Elliot Hayes, co-
owners Fred and Christiana (or Chana 
as she likes to be called) acquired the 
retail space at 837 W. 36th Street in 
2002. Unbeknownst to them – Fred and 
Chana later found out they had named 
their shop after the English poet and 
hymn writer, Charlotte Elliott (March 18, 
1789 - September 22, 1871). Further 
research by the family revealed that they 

were actually descendants of a hymnsit 
themselves, Andrew Bowering.

Collecting antiques, art, and imports 
has been in the Hayes’ family for many 
generations. Fred’s grandfather was 
an art dealer in Washington D. C. from 

Charlotte Elliott: 
Treasures to be Discovered

Fred Hayes, Chana Hayes, 
Charlotte Hayes-Marie

See Charlotte Elliott on page 11
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Visit our website www.flowers-gifts-things.com 
for 24-hour ordering online. 

410.462.1801

flowers gifts & things
“Providing all your floral needs”
Family owned and operated, we offer only the finest floral arrangements and gifts 
backed by service dedicated to making your experience a pleasant one

213 West Read Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Mon-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-3pm
Sundays by request To help assure on-time delivery during the busy holiday season, 

please place your order at least 1 day prior to delivery date.

Floral Arrangements  •  Wedding Coordinating
Gift Baskets   •  Corporate Gifts

European/dish gardens  •  More!

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL LOS SABADOS
1123 LIGHT STREET  •  BALTIMORE  •  410.576.1118

����������������
• Computers Repaired
• New Laptop & Tower Systems
   (3 Year Warranty on Towers)
• Digital Surveillance Systems for Home & Small Business
• Virus Cleaning & Data Recovery
• Point-Of-Sale Systems
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THE EASIEST MOST POWERFUL DIGITAL
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM IN THE
WORLD FOR HOMES & SMALL BUSINESSES

WiLife lets you keep an eye on your home or business 
from anywhere, at anytime. Just load software onto your 
Windows based PC, mount the camera as you desire, plug it 
in, and you’re ready to begin viewing live or recorded video. 
No running cable or configuring wireless routers–it’s com-
pletely plug & play. You can complete the setup yourself in 
just minutes and add up to five additional cameras. And, us-
ing an internet connected Windows PC or Windows mobile 
phone, you can view WiLife from anywhere in the world.

HOME & SMALL BUSINESS PRICES:
Starter Kit – $300 / Add on cameras $230

* Specialty cameras are available

BASIC COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS:
CPU 700MHz, Ram 256, Video 32, Display 1024 x 768,
Hard drive space 100MB for program, 200MB for video 
recording, Operating System: Microsoft Windows 2000 or
newer, One free USB port, CD-Rom drive for installation

HOLIDAY SALES
BEGIN NOV. 23

SPECIAL
HOLIDAY SYSTEM

$600

HOLIDAY LAYAWAY
PLANS AVAILABLE

By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
Single.

Workplace
Mt. Vernon Stable & Saloon.

Best thing about your job?
The characters I get to meet on a 
daily basis.

Worst part about your job?
I don’t think there is any.

Who was your first celebrity crush?
Donna Summer.

Favorite Holiday?
Christmas.

And what is your favorite Baltimore 
Christmas tradition?

My annual Christmas party.

Favorite Christmas movie?
A Miracle on 34th Street

What is your favorite word in a 
foreign language?

Jacqueline.

Favorite sport to play?
Football.

Favorite cocktail?
Jack on the rocks.

Childhood pets?
I’ve only ever had one pet, the dog 
I have now, Butch.

Who has the best Pizza around 
town?

Never on Sundays.

Favorite John Waters movie?
Pink Flamingos.

Magazine you read when no one is 
looking?

Vogue.

Red or white wine?
Red.

Chocolate Chips Ahoy or Oreos?
Oreos.

French Onion or Tomato Soup?
French Onion.

If your house was on fire, what 
would you carry out?

My dog.

Who is your pick for the 2008 
presidential election?

Does it have to be one of the 
candidates running?

Worst subject in school?
Probably woodshop.

Who was the best teacher you ever 
had?

My social Studies teacher in 11th 
grade, Mr. Alfree.

Thunderdome!   Two shall enter, 
one shall leave:  Carly Simon vs 
Joni Mitchell?

Joni Mitchell.

If you could be Gay Swami to 
anyone, who would it be?

David Beckham. 

Lewis Sparrow



December 21, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   7 baltimoreoutloud.com

300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday

����������������������������������������������

Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

1011 W. 36th Street - Baltimore, MD 21211
410-366-2005

Brunch • Lunch • Dinner • Roasted Garlic Soup
 Spicy Thai Shrimp • Wild Mushroom Ravioli
Seared Tuna • Kobe Steak • Chicken Satay

Mussels • B.B.Q. Chicken Pizza • Roast Veggie Salad
Lamb Kabobs • Casual • B.Y.O.B.

911 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Under Kumari Restaurant
www.pintsizepub.com

www.myspace.com/pintsizepub

Liam’s PINT-SIZE Pub
“Baltimore’s Best Little Boozer”

Liam’s PINT-SIZE Pub

911 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Under Kumari Restaurant
www.pintsizepub.com

www.myspace.com/pintsizepub

Dining Out
in Charm City

Happy Holidays!
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‘Tis the season that most people 
are brimming with optimism and high 
hopes that the coming year will be an 
improvement over the current one on 
various levels. While no one is suggesting 
that will not be the case in 2008, there 
are areas that require a reality check to 
tamp down false optimism. Conversely, 
those who maintain a “doom and gloom” 
mindset may be in for a pleasant surprise 
in 2008. Here are a few issues that call 
for a reality check:

THE SMOKING BAN WILL NOT 
DOOM GAY BARS. Come February 
2008 much-needed relief for non-
smoking bar patrons in the form of a 
statewide smoking ban in indoor public 
establishments will be a welcome arrival. 
While some bar owners in Baltimore 
have bemoaned the ban as the first step 
towards bankruptcy, their pessimism 
seems unjustified. 

As I see it, smokers will, by and 
large, continue to patronize bars and 
clubs, as they don’t want to forgo the 
culture of the bar scene and the social 
outlet they provide. These folks will find 
a way to cope, as they have learned 
to make do in restaurants and in the 
workplace. 

At the same time, people who have 
for years eschewed the bars, in large 
part because of the smoky environment, 
should return. And potentially new 
younger patrons who have avoided that 
atmosphere may give bars a look since 
there will be a healthier environment. 

The result of the ban should be a 
net gain for the owners, and definitely 
for the customers and employees as 
well.

DON’T GET SIZED FOR A 
WEDDING RING YET. Despite the 
courageous and determined efforts of 
Equality Maryland and others who are 
seeking the legalization of same-sex 
marriage in Maryland, don’t expect to 
throw a bouquet 2008. This hot button 
issue is one that Democrats would 
prefer to avoid and Republicans want to 
exploit. 

Naturally, Republican state 
legislators oppose marriage equality; 
it is in their DNA. But Democrats, who 
command a huge majority in the General 
Assembly, are split according to a report 
by The Gazette. 

“It will be an issue, but I think it’s an 
issue whose time has not yet come,” said 
Senate President Thomas V. Mike Miller 
Jr. “For a law like that to move forward, 
there needs to be a strong body of public 
opinion, and I don’t think it’s there yet in 
a state of moderate temperament like 
Maryland.”

But 2008 should be a year in which 
we must continue the push to educate 
the public on marriage equality, separate 
the issue from religious dogma, and 
keep the pressure on skittish legislators 
to do the right thing. In time it will pass 
but not this coming year. 

Take heart, however, that the 
Dwyer-led threatened constitutional 
amendment banning same sex marriage 
won’t make it to the floor for a vote. 

WAIT ‘TIL 2009 FOR FEDERAL 
GAINS IN GAY LGBT RIGHTS. Don’t 
expect to see Federal hate crimes 
and employment nondiscrimination 
legislation to be enacted in 2008. Nor 
will any possible repeal of the military’s 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy take place. 
Although public opinion is trending 
towards acceptance of these measures 
and more members of Congress are 
supportive, Mr. Bush and his ilk will not 
allow them to pass on his watch. 

It’s also an election year. A better 
chance for passage will occur in 2009 
should Americans elect a more gay-
friendly president and the Democratic 
majority in each chamber increases.

THE GAY MARRIAGE DEBATE 
WILL NOT DOMINATE LIKE IN 2004. 

Presidential candidates 
from both parties will trip 
over themselves to boast 
about their devout faith. And 
neither party will nominate a 
candidate who will support 
same-sex marriage since 
there aren’t any. (Sorry, 
Dennis. We love you, but 
you’re not going to be 
nominated.)

Aside from Iraq, the 
predominate issue of 
the upcoming election 

campaign will be Immigration. This is 
tricky for Democrats who hope to reel 
in the Hispanic vote in greater numbers 
by advocating a more humanitarian 
approach with dealing with the issue. 
At the same time, the voters see illegal 
immigration as a problem. Republicans 
foam at the mouth like a rabid dog at the 
mere mention of illegal immigrants. 

PULL THE LEVERS ELSEWHERE. 
If you are like me and enjoy playing 
the slot machines, don’t expect to see 
slots pass by referendum in 2008. 
Our legislators abdicated their duty by 
throwing the issue out to the voters. 

Reality Check: What Not to Expect in 2008
Most Marylanders do not play slots, 

and there is a concerted, organized 
effort that crosses party lines to defeat it. 
Very few sympathize with the racetrack 
owners, so there won’t be a successful 
lobbying effort. States that had placed 
slots on the ballot have seen it lose on 
four out of five occasions. 

People will continue to drive or take 
buses to neighboring states to enjoy this 
pastime. The downside of the defeat: 
taxes will have to increase again to 
make up for the lost revenue. 

NO RELIEF FOR LOCAL SPORTS 
FANS. And in the world of sports, do not 
expect to see any relief in the Orioles 
this coming year. In fact, last place is 
almost a cinch. The Ravens are unlikely 
to improve upon the 4-12 season they 
will have had in 2007. Thank Goodness 
for Hopkins lacrosse.

Cheers! Despite all this, may 2008 
bring good news to write about.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

By Deacon Meredith Moise

We live in the midst of 
transformation. Nothing can stay the 
same. Life is moment to moment. 
Human beings come in every stripe 
from every stream of thought. We 
can no longer afford to remember 
or pretend that there are people out 
there who wish we would disappear. 
The thought of gay folks sickens them. 
Previously, we explored why “they” 
cared so much. Now we discussed 
why we should care more.

In our quest to live openly and 
honestly, expect rough patches. 
Expect hate from the homophobes 
and the right wing radicals. Thank 
heaven for them. They keep us 
strong and on point. Their negativity 
and misguided rhetoric, forces us 
to emerge from our gay ghettoes, 
intellectual and otherwise. For every 
Fred Phelps, there come two or three 
young activists on fire, ready and 
radical. These firebrands don’t have 
the hang-ups many of us had in our 
youth. They are clear on identity and 
purpose. Their youth has afforded 
them a certain boldness that borders 
on naiveté branded with idealism. 

For every legal or court setback, 
our hunger for justice grows. Our 
determination for full and equal 
protection in every aspect of life 

becomes stronger. Every setback 
suggests we are moving closer to our 
goals. We are a force to be recognized 
and remembered. Why else would 
all the naysayers, and haters come 
out of the woodwork? They receive 
notoriety from bashing our successes 
and appealing to prejudice.

The truth can be ugly. It can be 
painful. Simultaneously, the truth is 
definitely liberating and enlightening. 
When people live their truths, others 
who are not so free or courageous 
seethe inside. Envious and spiteful, 
they conspire to engineer our demise, 
only to find that our movement grows 
stronger and makes gains across 
the nation. Incremental change is a 
vehicle to success. This movement 
of social justice is evolving as we 
evolve. We will not win every battle 
but we will win the war. The right 
wing social conservatives have tried 
to make life hell for us. When we live 
our truths, they are defeated. We take 
the boogey man out of the room. The 
demonization ends. Gay becomes 
familiar, not foreign.

Folks gotta see us to love us. 
Now everybody should emerge. My 
coming out is different than your 
coming out. Having conversations 
and dialogues creates paths of 
understanding. Building bridges 
one person, mind and heart at time. 

Why We Should Care More...
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846

www.blackroseimaging.com

DOCTOR

Samuel J. Westrick,  MD

(410) 243-5544

Serving Baltimore’s LGBTG Community 
with Pride for Over 22 Years

“Family” Medicine

HIV Specialist

WE HAVE FLU SHOTS! 
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Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING

PET SUPPLIES

BaltimoreOUTloud.com
READ US ONLINE

FINANCIAL

1900-1950. The Hayes’ reared their 
family in the Edwardian styled townhome 
(circa 1900) located in the Mt. Pleasant 
section of D.C. that Fred’s grandfather 
owned. They reside there still. 

Fred started collecting as a boy. His 
favorite items were pine cones, dead 
birds, and rocks. But his grandfather had 
a great influence on him, he opened the 
Fred C. Hayes Art Gallery and Picture 
Framing in 1975. Chana is the daughter 
of United States Congressman Henry P. 
Smith III, representing New York from 
1965-1975. Her grandparents traveled 
to Japan to teach and were integral in 
establishing the School of Business 
at Kobe College at the turn of the 
century, now Kobe University in Japan. 
Elliot Hayes, Fred and Chana’s son, 
graduated from university in Thailand 
after spending six years there as a Thai 
resident. He returned to the States in 
2005. 

Charlotte Hayes-Marie, a graduate 
of Goucher College, was an assistant 
technical director at the Everyman 
Theater when in 2001 she was layed off 
for following season. Four weeks after 
her lay-off her family rallied behing her 
and opened Charlotte Elliott Antiques.

Charlotte is very active in the 
Hampden community as well as the lgbt 
community. She was voted the 2007 
Merchant of the Year by her peers in the 
Hampden Village Merchant Association 
and was integral in getting Christmas 
lights along “The Avenue.” Charlotte also 
donates to such causes as Moveable 
Feast and Equality Maryland. “I was 
brought up not to make any distinctions 
between types of relationships. As a 
child, I didn’t realize my neighbors were 
in a same-sex relationship. They were 
just two really nice guys with a beautiful 
home. We would always join them 
poolside in the summer to watch fire 
works,” Charlotte told Outloud. “I believe 
gay rights is our present day civil rights 
movement.” 

Charlotte Elliott is located at 
837 West 36th Street. To contact 
them call 410.243.0990 or visit www.
charlotteelliott.com. For further 
information about the Hampen 
neighborhood or merchants in 
Hampden, visit the Hampden Village 
Merchants Association at www.
hampdenmerchants.com.

Charlotte Elliott
Continued from page 5
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Note: Because metamphetamine 
and cocaine are both stimulants, much 
of what follows about either drug also 
applies to the other.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a gay man in my 40’s. A month 

ago, I stopped using meth after several 
months of nearly constant use. I have 
no sex drive at all since I stopped. I 
expected that, and in a way it’s a relief. 
My erections have been pretty much 
gone and I thought they would come 
back when I stopped, but no signs of 
improvement so far, even with Viagra. 

Nothing, not even in the mornings. Will 
this improve with time?

Early Recovery
Dear Early,

Both your erections and sex drive 
will gradually return to how they were 
before you started using meth. Loss of 
erections and sex drive after stopping 
meth are due to changes in the 
communication neurons of the limbic 
system, the brain area that controls 
sexuality. It often takes 4 to 6 months 
before erections return, and a year or 
more for complete sexual recovery.

Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
Six months after stopping meth, I 

have no sex drive. The erections came 
back, more or less, but I’m just not 
interested. This is not normal for me. 
What causes this, and what do you 
suggest?

No Drive
Dear No Drive,

Overstimulation from methamphe-
tamine makes the brain less sensitive. 
Over time, meth users lose their ability 
to respond to the normal, lower levels 
of stimulants the brain can make on 
its own. These natural stimulants are 
the neurotransmitters dopamine and 
endorphin. Meth, like many abused 
drugs, also shuts down production of 
these neurotransmitters, worsening the 
problem. In other words, your brain is 
making less pleasure-sensing chemicals 
than normal and is also less able to feel 
the pleasure-sensing chemicals it does 
make. 

The brain recovers normal sensitivity 
and normal neurotransmitter production 
over time. How long this takes varies 
greatly, depending on your genes, how 
long and how much you used, and 

whether you have other conditions such 
as depression or diabetes. Even after 
several years off meth, some men report 
that non-meth sex is not as intense 
or pleasurable as sex with meth was. 
If you are not interested in sex, or not 
satisfied with sex, after you’ve been off 
meth a year or longer, consider seeing 
a sex therapist to learn to enjoy sober 
sex again.

Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
Is meth mouth really caused directly 
by meth or is it due to the way most 
tweakers don’t take care of their teeth 
and eat too much sweets? I use and my 
teeth are fine.

Jo D
Dear Jo,

Both. Although they may get 
cavities and lose teeth from decay, 
non-meth users who eat sweets and 
neglect their teeth don’t get the severe 
gum disease that’s referred to as meth 
mouth. Methamphetamine stops saliva 
production in the mouth. The resulting 
dryness makes the gums pull away from 

Methamphetamine: sexual 
side effects, Meth mouth 

MAKING YOU FEEL HEALTHY
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL WELCOME.

From routine physicals and on-site specialty
consultations to women’s health and pediatrics,
Chase Brexton Health Services provides a full
spectrum of primary medical care to the gay
and lesbian community in an open, comforting
environment. Call today to plan for a healthy
future with a partner you can trust.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

EASTON CENTER
300 Talbot Street  

866.260.0412

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive, a health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 

• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

Continue on next page
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Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

���������������
I WILL PERFORM:

Weddings  •  Comittment Services
Funerals  •  Counseling

or if you just need to talk!
cdtbalto@comcast.net - funbuss@aol.com

������������

The United Methodist Church in Baltimore City Welcomes You
Reconciling and welcoming congregations 
where you will be warmly welcomed are:

Bethesda Church  6300 Harford Road
www.bethmethumc.com

Faith Community Church  5315 Harford Road
www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church  5407 N Charles St (at Northern Parkway)
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt Vernon Place Church  (at the Monument)
MVPBalto@comcast.net

St John’s Church (Baltimore City)  2640 St Paul St.
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

Grace United Methodist Church

Reclaim of St. Bernadette Parish  
Will host an information session on Tues., 
January 8, 2008 at 7:30 PM.  If you are 
gay/lesbian and looking for a home within 
the Catholic Church and a place to share 
your journey as a lesbian/gay person and 
as a Catholic, join us to find out about the 
6 weeks Reclaim Program.

For more information, call Ann McDonald, 
410-969-2785, or visit the website at
www.stbernadette.org.

410.728.5545

the teeth and increases tooth decay 
and gum infection. Not all meth users 
get meth mouth, but there is no way to 
predict who will and won’t be affected.

So, in case you are wondering if 
you can use meth and not worry about 
your mouth if you avoid sweets and get 
regular dental care, the answer is no. 
Taking care of yourself will decrease 
your risk, but not guarantee you won’t 
get meth mouth. Also, the longer you 

use, the less likely it is that you will care 
about maintaining those good health 
habits. Get help and stop now, while you 
still have your teeth, and your life.

Dr. Eva 

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical 
Officer at Chase Brexton Health 
Services in Baltimore, Maryland. Send 
your comments and questions to her by 
email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh 
MD, Chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 
21201

Dr. Eva
Coninued from previous page ?Send them to: 

publisher
@baltimoreoutloud.com

Got Questions?
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By Kedrick Keys

The Day I Stopped Being Pretty, 
chronicles the life of a young, black 
gay male who awakes and finds 
himself in the emergency room after a 
failed suicide attempt. After regaining 
consciousness, he begins to reflect 
on the events of his life that led him to 
attempting to take his life. His story is told 
in gritty and raw flashbacks, focusing on 
the men who shaped him into the man 
he has become, beginning with the 
first man he ever loved, his father. His 
story addresses, the discovery of his 
burgeoning sexuality and a life filled with 
low-self esteem - leading him to seek 
love in the arms of many to compensate 
for the love he never received from his 
father. During the course of his life, we 
see his battle with substance abuse, 
physical abuse and sexual activities 
that lead to his eventual HIV diagnosis. 
After sharing the path that led him to his 
own self-destruction - the love that he 
has sought in many others has always 
been in the one place he never looked, 
within himself. This raw and gritty story 
spans twenty-seven years of as Lofton 
faces racism, homophobia, rape and 
coping with being HIV positive. It is a 
story that shows the face of growing up 
black, living gay and loving positive. The 

Day I Stopped Being Pretty, is one that 
shows triumph over adversity and the 
ability to find the love we all search for, 
self love. Outloud sat down with Lofton 
before his reading at Lambda Rising on 
December 14.

Outloud: Most people assume 
HIV is contracted by promiscuity 
and drug use. How did you contract 
HIV?

Lofton: I was diagnosed with HIV 
in December, 1993. I was involved 
with someone at the time, in what 
I assumed was a monogamous 
relationship. I was in love, as the 
song goes, “Truly, Madly, Deeply.” 
So with the love I had for him, I 
wanted to feel a very special 
bond with him and that is when 
we stopped using condoms. 

Outloud: Do you see a 
difference in how African 
-Americans treat those 
with HIV compared to how 
Whites treat those with 
HIV?

Lofton: Well, HIV is a 
disease that is color blind 
in my opinion. It doesn’t 
discriminate. However, 
there is still such a 
stigma attached to 
HIV that African-
Americans still 
ostracize and fear 
those living with HIV/
AIDS. If we reflect on the history 
of this disease, it primarily affected the 
Caucasian Gay Community. They were 
able to rally together and create support 
systems, agencies and organizations 
to deal with the issues of HIV disease. 
Communities of Color have made great 
strides in trying to make up for falling 
behind the Eight Ball, but we as people 
of color should continue to educate 
ourselves about HIV and continue to 
open our hearts to those infected and 
affected. 

Outloud: Do you see any 
parallelism between HIV and racism 
in America?

Lofton: Again, I don’t want to 
make this a racial issue, however I do 
believe things will change and funding 
may greatly increase in the event that 
we see an increase of HIV disease in 
the Caucasian Community. One could 
look at it as, communities of color are 
expendable, but we have so much to 
offer and our lives and contributions 
mean so much to this community.

Outloud: In your opinion, is the 
“Down Low” prevalent in how HIV is 

transmitted?
Lofton: Well, that is a very difficult 

question to answer because of those I 
associate with. I elect to stay away from 
brothers or men for that matter who lead 

a “double life.” It is unfair for 
me, a self-identified 

b l a c k , 

gay, HIV 
positive male to 
engage in sex with anyone 
without revealing my status, so to throw 
into the pot a bisexual encounter with a 
man who is married or involved with a 
young lady is equally offensive. I think if 
young women are suspecting that their 
male partners are engaging in same sex 
behavior, they should have an open and 
honest conversation, but to also protect 
themselves, because if they don’t, no 
one else will.

Outloud: Why do you think there 
is an alarming amount of HIV cases 
being reported within the African-
American community, especially 
younger and female? Do you 
agree with the statistical data and 
reasoning?

Lofton: I believe issues around low 
self-esteem and the desire to want to be 
loved, place a great deal of individuals 
at risk for HIV. With regards to Women 
of Color, they are placed at risk by 
engaging in unsafe sex practices with 

Rodney Lofton Signs New Book at Lambda Rising
individuals who are infected. In some 
of these cases, their male partners are 
engaging in same sex behavior with 
other males, but are not identifying as 
gay or bisexual. We sometimes lack 
the ability to have open and honest 
conversations with our sexual partners, 
placing us at risk for HIV, by not knowing 
the sexual history, or drug use history of 

those we share ourselves with. 
Outloud: How can 

we best reach the 
youth today concerning 

prevention?
Lofton: I think the 

prevention messages today 
are a bit outdated. I think it is 

important to address today’s 
youth where they are. We 

shouldn’t sugar coat the topic 
of HIV disease. It is a very ugly 

and debilitating disease, but 
fear tactics don’t work. If we can 

continue to reach out to those who 
have a large impact and influence 

on today’s youth, like rappers, 
actors, sports figures to convey the 

message of prevention, I think this 
would certainly go a long way. But it 

is also important for parents to engage 
their kids in honest dialogue about 
intimacy, sex and how to best protect 
one’s self. 

Outloud: How do you confront 
a world that discriminates against 
your sexual preference, yet there are 
many heterosexual men that have 
homosexual experiences? Do you 
think there will come a time when, the 
US in particular, will wake up and 
stop categorizing sexual behavior as 
“Evil” and wrong? 

Lofton: One can only wish. It is 
unfortunate that we live in a society 
that focuses on what happens in the 
privacy of someone’s bedroom, than 
their contributions to society and their 
community. I don’t think there are too 
many gays or lesbians who shift their 
focus when meeting a heterosexual 
male or female to what they do sexually. 
We only, and I mean the LGBTQ 
community, want to be embraced, not 
tolerated for who we are. Are we making 
contributions to our community? Yes 
we are. Are we productive members 
of our community? Yes we are. So we 
are not “EVIL” we live and love just like 
everyone else. I hope I can see the 
day when I can walk hand in hand with 
a man I choose to live, love and share 
my life with and have others embrace 
our union, not hate us. I just hope I can 
see that day before I close my eyes. Oh 
well, a brother can dream right?
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Johnny Depp stars as a barber, 
Benjamin Barker, unjustly sent to 
prison who vows revenge, not only 
for that cruel punishment, but for the 
devastating consequences of what 
happened to his wife and daughter. 
When he returns to reopen his barber 
shop, Barker becomes Sweeney Todd, 
the “Demon Barber of Fleet Street” 
who “shaved the heads of gentlemen 
who never thereafter were heard from 
again.” Todd makes it his mission to 
clean up London, ridding it of all those 
who are not just men, but he runs into 
the problem of how to dispose of the 
bodies. Lucky for him, his barber shop 
sits atop Mrs. Lovett’s Meat Pies shop, 
and Lovett (Bonham Carter), who has 
romantic designs on Todd and is known 
for having the worst pies in London, 
offers to become Todd’s accomplice in 
exchange for a new ingredient for her 
meat pies.

I’ll just get this out of the way right off 
the bat - Sweeney Todd is Tim Burton’s 
masterpiece! Everything Burton has 
done up to this point (with the exception 
of Planet of the Apes) has lead to this 
moment – from his black and white short 
films for Disney (Frankenweenie and 
Vincent) to Edward Scissorhands (and 
all of his collaborations with Depp) to the 
animated musical films he’s produced 
(The Nightmare Before Christmas and 
especially Corpse Bride). 

Burton’s love of twisted, outcast 
characters and his brilliant eye for 
design have come together in perfect 
harmony, and his collaborations once 
again with Depp and Bonham Carter 
(congrats on the new baby!), as well 
as  cinematographer Dariusz Wolski 
and production designer Dante Ferretti, 
make Sweeney Todd a devilish delight 
of a musical, though not one for the 
squeamish! 

Most people will remember that 
Sweeney Todd started out as a Broadway 
musical by Stephen Sondheim which 
starred Len Cariou and Angela Lansbury 
(a recent revival starred Patti Lupone as 
Mrs. Lovett), and there have been many 

variations on the legend of Todd before 
and after, but it’s this musical version 
that is the most well-known. Burton 
worked closely with Sondheim to trim 
the three-hour musical to a nearly two-
hour running time, trimming some songs 
in the process but managing to keep the 

tone of the story intact. 
The fact that Burton cast actors 

who can sing instead of singers who act 
makes the moments when characters 
burst into song more believable. Depp, 
Carter and the main cast all have fine, 
if not great voices, but it works so well 
that when someone with a trained voice 
sings (like Jayne Wisener who plays 
Sweeney’s grown daughter Joanna), it 
almost seems out of place. 

Burton has also beefed up the 
orchestra with additional instruments, 
so the musical score is extremely deep 
and lush (the opening credits orchestral 
piece will give you goosebumps). Burton 
captures his vision of a Victorian-era 
London in shades a black, white, gray, 
brown and blue but there are splashes 
of red as well. Of course, the red is the 
blood and there is a lot of it usually 
spraying out of the throats of Sweeney’s 
victims. It’s so over the top that it’s not too 
disturbing, but the act of slitting a throat 
regardless of the amount of blood could 
still make you squirm in your seat.

Once again, Burton has teamed 
with Depp and they work together 

just perfectly. Depp brings a focused 
intensity to Todd that is truly frightening, 
because this is a man with only one 
thing on his mind and he wants to waste 
no time in carrying out his revenge on 
those who wronged him and his family. 
Carter again plays the pale-skinned, 
sunken-eyed character that she seems 
to have been born to play, but her Mrs. 
Lovett isn’t all evil as she reveals her 
soft spot for Todd in the film’s most 
colorful musical number (the film’s one 
light, playful, humorous scene). While 
not belting out Sondheim’s tunes like 
Lansbury or Lupone, Carter has a lovely 
voice that suits a film musical perfectly. 
Rickman and Spall are terrific as the 
men who were responsible for Barker’s 
incarceration, and Baron Cohen (Borat) 

also lends the film a bit of humor until 
he realizes who Todd really is (and he 
wears some pants that leave absolutely 
nothing to the imagination). There’s not 
one bad performance in the film, and 
Burton uses all of his directorial flair to 
keep the film moving along briskly and 
integrates the songs into the dialog 
quite naturally (the stage version was 
100% sung).

While I’ve found 2007 to be a 
pretty lackluster year at the movies, it’s 
produced two of the best movie musicals 
to come along in quite some time – this 
and the family-friendly Hairspray. If 
you like your musicals upbeat, bright, 
colorful, all-singing, all-dancing then 
you’re best to stick with Hairspray. If you 
enjoy the darker tone with characters 
you may not always be able to root for, 
then definitely make an appointment 
with Sweeney Todd. 

Rated R for graphic bloody 
violence.  For more reviews of holiday 
films, visit Chuck at www.myspace.com/
nowshowingtv.

Cast: Johnny Depp; Helena Bonham Carter; 
Alan Rickman; Timothy Spall; Sasha Baron 
Cohen
Director: Tim Burton

Sweeney Todd

Located in Historic Fells Point
1724 Aliceanna St

Baltimore, MD 21231•410.342.0617
myspace.com/PowerXchange

Unique 
clothing 
and gifts  
for unique 
individuals

OPEN
Wed-Sunday 12p - 7p
and by appointment
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www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Outloud NYE 07 and La Cage

Call now!    410-649-1660  or 1-866-99TOBYS

 Dinner Theatre of Baltmore
Located in the Best Western Hotel

5625 O’Donnell Street
Baltimore, MD  21224

New Year’s Eve  2007

Only $99. per person!

Dinner and the Musical

and so much more!

Call for details and ask

about the hotel package.

Coming January 13 . . . .

Set in Paris, La Cage tells the

story of an unconventional gay

relationship, mistaken identity,

and unexpected plot twists.  The

hit movie “The Birdcage” is the

film version of this Tony award

winning musical.

Through March 9, 2008

837 West 36th Street
Baltimore, MD 21211

410.243.0990

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday Thru Friday - 11ish to 5 or so

Saturday 11ish to 6 or so
Sunday 12 - 5

Replace the common with the unique – come see our ever
changing inventory of rare finds and special pieces to 

compliment your home or office or for just a great  gift!.

CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT
ANTIQUES

Mention this Ad
and Recieve 10% Off

Holiday Hot Nostalgia
Not being a fan of Christmas shows 

I chose my one to attend this year at 
Toby’s Baltimore: Holiday Hot Nostalgia. 
But this in-house created show is an 
aberration. There is no plot, characters 
or truly Christmas scenes. Instead it is 
a decade by decade review of musical 
standards from the 1940s through the 
1970s with the carols thrown in. 

The production begins with a swing 
bandstand, then doo-whop group era of 
the 50s, the rock of the 60s (including 
the Beatles and Elvis) into the anti-war/
disco as the final segment. Director Larry 
Munsey keeps the cast of Toby regulars 
(with the exception of Tess Rohan and 
an understudy) moving right along within 
its questionable holiday format. 

The host begins the show with- “it’s 
like a big holiday party” and the audience 
is invited.

The first scene does hint at the 
holiday theme or maybe it’s just 
winter as the cast skates around the 
stage tenaciously. But that seasonal 
feeling went fleetingly away when the 
song “3 Little Fishies” was presented. 
Other standards included “Minnie the 
Moocher,” “I’ll Be Seeing You,” and 
“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.”

“At the Hop,” “Blue Christmas,” “Lolli 
Pop,” and other songs segue into Alvin 
and the Chipmunks. I am not making this 
up. A few holiday songs appear prior to 
the intermission.

The second act works better, maybe 
because it contains more contemporary 
songs plus more carols. Unfortunately 
it strays into Beatles and Sonny/Cher 
reenactments (however thankfully brief) 
and they just don’t work.

Technical credits are first rate and 
the recycled costumes are put to good 
use along with some newer frocks. The 
choreography is well done reproduced 
from the originals done by Ilona Kessell. 
The cast of Toby’s group are all vocally 
impressive but I found Rohan to be flat 
in several numbers. Overall it is a slick 
show but not heartfelt.
Toby’s Baltimore – Now through January 6
Reservations: 410-649-1660

The Sound of Music
Now playing at Toby’s Dinner Theatre 

in Columbia through February 17 is a 
well performed and produced production 
of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s, The 
Sound of Music.

Directed by Samn Huffer this is a 
version to cherish and not to be missed 
by fans of the show or movie. Jessica 
Ball is a standout as perky Maria the 
novice nun who has problems fitting in 
to the cloistered life. Lynn Sharp Spears 
as the Mother Abbess vocally soars in 
her inspiration anthem, “Climb Every 
Mountain” as she persuades Maria 
to follow her heart taking the vows of 
marriage instead to Captain Von Trapp. 
The recently widowed former Austrian 
marine officer and father of seven 
children are all having a difficult time 
adjusting to the loss. When Maria arrives 
into their lives as the governess it takes 
the kids and father a while to warm up 
to her optimistic attitude. Of course she 
wins them over their grief as the Nazi’s 
began their move into Austria.

David Bosley-Reynolds gives us his 
usual professional talents as the Captain 
who ultimately must make the decision 
of his life. But a rich baroness has her 
eye on the Captain too and brings 
out Maria’s guilt about her devotion to 
serving God. Fortuitously he discovers 
her true identity as a Nazi sympathizer 
and she is sent packing from his home.

The Mother Abbess role is double 
cast as is Rolf; a would be suitor to the 
eldest daughter, Liesl. With Andrew 
Horn as ‘Uncle’ Max and rich baroness 
(with her eye on the Captain) Debra 
Buonaccorsi are all credible in their 
roles notwithstanding Buonaccorsi who 
was a bit strained vocally.

Limited sets and pedestrian 
costumes take nothing away from the 
amazing cast that deserved their cheers 
at the end of the evening.

Toby’s Columbia Dinner Theatre
Now until February 17

��������
By Ben Ryland

Toby’s Dinner Theatres 
Holiday Offerings
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Mt. Vernon Liquor Mt. Vernon Liquor 
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815 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

410-727-2595

We carry a fine selection of quality 
wines and spirits to meet your holiday 

celebration needs.

By Gregg Shapiro

Cruising (Warner Home Video) 
– New York in 1980 was a different 
place than it is in 2008. And gay life in 
1980, specifically, pre-AIDS gay life 
in the leather underground, was also 
considerably different. Keeping that in 
mind, William Friedkin’s film adaptation 
of the Gerald Walker novel is still dated, 
In fact, it was tired at the time of its 
release. Set mainly in Manhattan’s 
Meatpacking District, at a moment in 
history when that turf was populated with 
leather bars and those into the scene, 
Cruising opens with the discovery of 
a body part – an arm with 
a hand attached 
– floating in 
the East River. 
The overworked 
officers in the 
police department, 
when they’re not 
busy harassing 
drag queens, appear 
not to have enough 
manpower or interest 
in doing the necessary 
investigation. But the 
brutal post-sex (all implied, 
not shown) murder of yet 
another leather bar patron 
in the St. James Hotel and 
pressure from high ranking 
officials leads Captain 
Edelson (Paul Sorvino) to call 
officer Steve Burns (Al Pacino) 
into his office. Burns resembles 
the type that the killer goes after and 
Edelson offers him the opportunity to go 
on special assignment deep undercover 
– meaning no gun and no shield - in the 
leather underworld. So deep, in fact, 
that he isn’t allowed to tell his girlfriend, 
Nancy (Karen Allen), about the case. 
Dedicated professional that he is, Steve 
throws himself into his work, assuming 
the new identity of John Forbes, moving 
into a new apartment and making friends 
with new neighbors including struggling 
gay playwright Ted (Don Scardino). 
Steve/John absorbs the experience 
like a sponge and even gets a lesson 
in the hankie code from a store clerk (a 
young Powers Boothe!). He soon has 
the routine down to a science, lifting 
weights during the day, packing himself 
into tight Levi’s and motorcycle boots at 
night, cruising the bars and the park like 
a pro. As his transformation progresses, 
it begins to strain his relationship with 
Nancy, while opening up new and 
unexpected feelings within him. All of 
this could make for some riveting, and 

occasionally erotic, viewing if Cruising 
wasn’t so damned, and deliberately, 
confusing. Director Friedkin almost goes 
so far as to say that the bewilderment 
was intentional in the The History of 
Cruising, one of the featurettes included 
in the bonus material. But it just sounds 
like he’s making excuses for the mess 
he made. Somewhat more revealing is 
“Exorcising Cruising,” the featurette that 
addresses the hubbub within the gay 
community surrounding the making of 
the controversial film.

When Night is Falling (Wolfe) – 
Sitting in a laundromat 
crying, following the 
unexpected death of 
her beloved dog Bob, 
college professor 
Camille (Pascale 
Bussières) meets 
performance artist 
Petra (Rachael 
Crawford), who 
comforts her, and 
then turns her 
world upside 
down in writer/
director Patricia 
R o z e m a ’ s 
1995 lesbian 
classic When 
Night is 
F a l l i n g . 
C a m i l l e , 

who teaches 
mythology at a Christian 

college, and her boyfriend Martin 
(Henry Czerny), who is also an instructor 
at the same school, have been offered 
the chaplainship, but that would mean 
that they have to get married. Is it the 
unforeseen loss of her dog and sudden 
pressure to marry that drives prudish 
Camille into Petra’s arms? Or could it be 
that the tender, yet provocative, Petra 
has opened a door in Camille’s mind that 
she never knew existed? Petra is the 
kind of person who sends messages via 
bow and arrow and goes hang-gliding, 
and Camille, who is intrigued by her, 
soon finds herself completely out of her 
element. Camille finally gives in to her 
desires and the two women negotiate 
the sex act like trapeze artists. Because 
she can’t have it both ways, Camille 
is faced with the choice of whether to 
stay with Martin and become his wife or 
to run away with the modern circus in 
which Petra is a performer. Either way, 
you can be sure that someone is going 
to get hurt. DVD bonus features include 
Rozema’s short film A Letter in 16mm, a 
behind the scenes featurette, director’s 
commentary, and more.

DVDiva: Cruising and Falling
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New Years Eve 
Horns, Hats  

and Fun
NO COVER

Complementary Champagne 
and Buffet @ Midnight

203 W. Read Street - Corner of Read St. and Park Ave. - 410-225-3100

The Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with the Great Big Heart!

Sunday Buffet 
starts around 3 p.m..

HAPPY HOUR
4 PM - 9 PM
EVERYDAY

Karaoke
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

8PM - 2 AM 11AM - 2 AM 
ATM available

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
Hats - Horns - Buffet
Champagne Toast
OPEN ALL NIGHT

Queer On Their Feet – An Evening 
of Stand-Up Comedy and Improv is 
performing in Alexandria, VA at The 
Birchmere on Friday February 8, at 
7:30 p.m. They are also performing in 
Baltimore, MD at Creative Alliance at 
The Patterson on Sunday February 10 
at 7 p.m. 

The Queer On Their Feet troupe 
features Jason Dudey, Erin Foley and 
Jennie McNulty.  Queer On Their Feet 
is a refreshing and hilarious show that 
has each comic doing about 15 minutes 
of fabulous stand up and then that is 
followed by the three together onstage 
playing improv games with suggestions 
from the audience. Every show is 
unique, fun, and totally hysterical.

Jason Dudey – Dudey was born 
in Wichita KS, but raised in Baltimore. 
A New York City runaway now residing 
in Los Angeles, Dudey is a combo of 
Midwest values, East Coast attitude 

and West Coast mentality. Dudey, as he 
is affectionately called, is the guy next 
door that just happens to be gay.  Who 
knew?  Apparently everyone knew but 
him. After being a fake-a-date for nine 
proms, he blew the doors off the closet 
and there’s been no looking back. This 
hysterical guy is not to be missed with 
his quirky views on love, life and family. 
Dudey has performed everywhere from 
Vegas to Tahoe, New York and LA. He 
has opened for Judy Gold, Ant and 
Sandra Bernhardt. He was the host 
and producer of Gender Blender at the 
Hollywood Improv. You can see him 
this season on LOGO’s Wisecracks—
OutLaugh Comedy Festival. Currently, 
Dudey is working with the hysterical 
comediennes, Jennie McNulty and Erin 
Foley in Queer On Their Feet. 

Erin Foley - Foley has the grace 
and style of a seasoned actress with 
the wit and comedic timing that leaves 

audiences laughing uncontrollably for 
more. Foley is a recent transplant to Los 
Angeles, having spent many long hours 
in New York City’s comedy clubs for the 
last nine years.  Erin can be regularly 
seen at the Hollywood Improv, Caroline’s 
on Broadway, Stand Up New York and 
Gotham Comedy Club. Foley had the 
honor of being selected to perform 
at the prestigious Montreal Comedy 
Festival in 1999 and 2005. She recently 
made her comedy central debut on 
Premium Blend. Not only has Erin had 
a successful career in comedy, but she 
also succeeds on the small screen with 
several national television commercial 
campaigns. At the present time, Erin is 
filming a comedy pilot Comedy Coliseum 
for NBC. She can also be seen in the 
short films Squeezeplay and Paper 
Mache Case, as well as a pilot for MTV 
called, This is Ray. 

Jennie McNulty - McNulty has 
traveled the world doing comedy. Literally. 

In addition to headlining 
in comedy clubs all over 
the US and Canada, she 
has entertained the troops 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
She’s also done comedy 
in more peaceful settings 
as one of the favorites 
of Olivia Cruises and 
Resorts. McNulty has 
spent the last two summer 
seasons performing 
nightly in Provincetown.  
Her appearance at The 
2006 Dinah Shore event 
was a smash hit as 
was her performance in 

the 2007 Toronto Gay and Lesbian 
Comedy Festival. She is a regular at 
Harrah’s Casino in Las Vegas and The 
Hollywood Improv. McNulty also plays 
women’s professional tackle football for 
the California Quake. She was featured 
as a physical trainer on the hit NBC 
Show Starting Over. AND, you can see 
her on One Night Stand Up on LOGO 
Television. 

An Evening of Stand-Up Comedy and Improv 
with Queer On Their Feet will be at The Birchmere, 
3701 Mt. Vernon Ave. Alexandria, VA 22305 
on February 8 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 and 
available through the Birchmere and Ticketmaster. 
www.Birchmere.com 703-549-7500. The troupe 
will also be performing February 10 at 7 p.m. with 
Creative Alliance at the Patterson Theatre, 3134 
Eastern Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21224. Tickets 
are $12 for members and $15 for non members. 
Tickets are available in advance through Creative 
Alliance. CreativeAlliance.org  410-276-1651

Queer on Their Feet Comes 
to CA in February
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Santa came early this year (Don’t 
you hate when that happens?) as a large 
crowd gathered at the Hippo on Saturday, 
December 8 for the 9th annual 12 Days 
of Christmas benefit show. Produced by 
Hooker & Boys Productions this annual 
extravaganza once again brought all 
facets of the lgbt community together for 
a fun afternoon and to raise money for 
charity. This year’s show was a benefit 
for Brother Help Thyself, Hearts & Ears, 
and The Leather Archives & Museum. 
After last year’s dressed down pajama 
party theme, I was thrilled that this year 
attendees were asked to “dress to the 
9’s baby” and did they ever! Leather 
folks looked spectacular as they mixed 
leather with traditional formal wear. I 
think even the cock rings were Vera 
Wang!  

Emceed by Shawnna Alexander and 
Summer Clearance (AKA Mr. Maryland 
Leather 1999) it was an afternoon of 
comedy and music like no other. Space 
would not begin to allow for me to list all 
the wonderful performers in this show- 
but I will say that one of the largest bursts 
of applause went to the COMMAND 
Players for their “Dear Penis” number. 

Besides a great show, there was 
also a raffle for a retro silver Christmas 
tree with over $900 in gift certificates 
from local businesses, a silent auction, 
and a chance to have a holiday picture 
taken with U. S. Daddy Eric Siglin (as 
Santa), U.S. boy Earl Coffman (Santa’s 
elf) and for an extra treat Vendela Zane 
(as Mrs. Clause). Eric and Earl were 
back in Baltimore after having been at 
the Baltimore Eagle the week before for 
the ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas (which 
raised over $2,000 this year for Chase 
Brexton Health Services). 

I was happy to house Eric and Earl 
while they were in town for “12 Days”. 
These guys live in Tampa, but this 
year they got to enjoy a real Baltimore 
Christmas. As for Vendela, you may 
wonder why you haven’t seen much of 
this popular Miss Baltimore Eagle. After 
living in Florida for a while, Vendela has 
now moved to Scranton, Pa (to be closer 
to family) and has opened the Women 
of Discipline Studios & Segreto Dello 
Zane Bed & Breakfast. Check out www.
womenofdiscipline.com for details. What 
an afternoon! This is such much more 
then just another show in Baltimore; it 
is the lgbt family reunion. I saw friends 
from all over the country. One leather 
titleholder even came from Indiana (and 

was excited that he had gotten a ticket 
for the Ravens/Colts game the next day 
too.) If you missed this year’s show, you 
have to be there next year. Hey, the date 
has already been announced. See you 
at the Hippo on Saturday, December 
13, 2008 for the 10th Annual 12 Days 
of Christmas. I’ll be there. I can’t miss 
Christmas.  

I also can’t miss seeing the holiday 
decorations at The Quest at their annual 
Daddy Christmas Party & Benefit. I 
was happy that the predicted storm on 
Saturday, December 15 turned out to be 
just a rain event in Baltimore so I could 
join some of my ShipMate brothers for 
a fun time in Highlandtown. I am truly 
surprised that parts of east Baltimore 
are not thrown into darkness when The 
Quest turns on their holiday lights. There 
were more Santa pictures, a leather clad 
David Lessner as an elf, and a raffle to 
benefit Movable Feast.   

I love the holiday season in 
Baltimore! Happy holidays everyone and 
if you have more shopping to do please 
remember those local businesses that 
support us all year. I got my Christmas 
cards at Lambda Rising. (Where else 
would I go - some store in a mall?) 
We must support our community. Hey, 
gift certificates make great gifts too. 
There are changes going on over at the 
Baltimore Eagle as the Eagle Leather 
Store moves to it’s former location in the 
back poolroom area- but have no fear 
the bar is not moving anywhere. So, go 
out there and toast the holiday season. 
Santa is coming! 

Photos by Rodney



December 21, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   21 baltimoreoutloud.com



22   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD December 21, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

12 Days of Christmas at the Hippo

Daddy Xmas at the Quest

Bill Christ & Joe Steward Christmas Party

Photos by Skip Koritzer



December 21, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   23 baltimoreoutloud.com

SAT DEC. 22nd

The Rowan Tree Annual Christmas Party 
& Karaoke Show

MONDAY DEC. 24

CHRISTMAS EVE AT THE TREE
Join us this evening in fellowship as we listen to your favotire holiday 
music, enyoy a bite to eat on the house on the way to or from family. 

TUESDAY DEC. 25TH

Merry Christmas
THE TREE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY OUT OF RESPECT  

TO OUR FAMILIES AND STAFF

the rowan  tree 
baltimore’s most diverse bar 

1633 S. Charles Street – 410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

OFF-STREET PARKING NOW AVAILABLE 

seasons greetings

Come join in the fun and 
celbration as we sing auld 

lange syne to 2007 
and ring in 2008 with  
old friends and new

Starts: 10pm 

19 Parking Places Available.
Call in advance to reserve your spot!

Monday, December 31st

New Year’s 
Eve Gala

The Drinkery

Joe, Scott & 
James

Jim Becker’s Holiday Party
Photos by Skip Koritzer
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Cindy Conklin & Susannah Barnum
410-727-0606 • 410-570-5161

www.conklinmerbler.com

Reduced over $75K!
Enjoy the hip vibe of this large 
Victorian townhouse just a 
block from Patterson Park. 
3,300 square feet of high 
tech luxury in this grand and 
gracious c. 1875 renovated 
home. Spacious 3 Bedroom, 
2 ½ bath house includes 5 
fireplaces, wood floors, master 
bath with steam shower and 
soaking tub, central vac,  
multi-tiered decks, Chef’s 
Kitchen, landscaped courtyard, 
2-car garage and stellar 
views of city and harbor.  This 
exquisitely designed home 
has a 10 Year tax abatement.  
$699,000

���������������������������������

RZR
RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson / Ron Zimmerman
Domestic and Professional Partners for Over

26 Years
For information on our firm and currently offered homes visit our website or join 

our 100% free buyer email service 

Baltimore’s Independently Gay owned and 
Gay Managed Agency for Over (30) Years

�����������������
����������������

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.
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P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

Inquires to 

410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

W i s h i n g   y o u   t h e   B E S T   i n   2 0 0 8 !

DOWNTOWN
Low Taxes = $1400/yr.
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22 SOUTH HOWARD – ROMBRO LOFTS
this was the model at this boutique
condominium 1400 sq. ft, 12 ft. ceil

2/2  hardwood flrs. chic city living in a dynamic area  
w/ MARC adjacent parking avail. $399,000

701 S.Broadway~Fells Point
Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula
Professionally Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Baltimore City and Surrounding Counties

��������������

A year ago most Americans had 
never encountered the word “subprime”, 
but today it is a notorious household 
word. And in too many households, 
it is uttered with contempt, despair, 
frustration, or some combination of 
those stressful emotions. The fact is that 
all of us – even those who have good 
credit and no mortgage whatsoever 
– have been somewhat affected by the 
so-called subprime mortgage crisis. 
What was originally explained as an 
isolated problem limited to an obscure 
portion of the overall mortgage market 
has now become a far-reaching global 
financial problem. 

While the mess did start within the 
subprime industry – which accounts 
for only a tiny percentage of American 
home mortgages – it has now become 
everyone’s problem, either directly 
or indirectly. By the end of the third 
quarter of 2007 it had become widely 
acknowledged and conspicuously 
apparent that the subprime lending 
catastrophe had spilled over into a 
wide range of sectors beyond the high-
risk lending arena. Experts have even 
predicted that the entire USA economy 
could plunge into a severe recession, 
thanks to the current mortgage and 
housing crisis. What this means for the 
average homeowner or buyer of real 
estate is that the market has changed 
dramatically. 

Here are some insights into the 
current mortgage situation, and how 
it may impact your ability to take out a 
new mortgage or refinance an existing 
one:

The Proposed Rate Freeze
Much of the trouble with loans 

and interest rates involves adjustable 
rate mortgages with so-called “teaser” 
rates that start off at super-low, highly 
attractive rates. Homeowners pay 
relatively small amounts for the first 
few years, but then the rates readjust. 
Because prevailing rates have climbed 
dramatically, the readjustments often 
mean that monthly payments spike 
and can even double. Borrowers find 
themselves unable to make the new 
payments so they default. 

Approximately 2 million of these 
ARM loans will reset higher within the 
next 18-24 months, so government 
officials have called on lenders to allow 

a temporary rate freeze or moratorium 
on resets. They hope this will give 
homeowners time to get back on their 
feet. Investors who backed these loans 
may disagree, so the proposal might 
get stalled. Even if it does go through, 
only homeowners who have keep up 
with their payments will qualify for the 
freeze. So it pays to keep up with your 
mortgage – even if it means financial 
sacrifices elsewhere.

Refinancing and Home Equity 
Loans

Lenders including Citigroup, J.P. 
Morgan Chase, and Wells Fargo have 
been lowering the maximum amount 
that borrowers can finance in some 
particular locations of the country where 
home prices are falling especially 
fast. Your chances of qualifying for a 
refinance may be diminished if you live 
in an especially foreclosure-prone area, 
even if your own home has maintained 
its value. 

Lenders are also taking a harder 
look at appraisals, credit reports, and 
income. Applying for a refinance or a 
home equity loan during the mortgage 
crisis will be more challenging, so 
it is important to bolster your credit, 
provide excellent documentation, and 
be realistic about pricing and market 
value in terms of equity or sales prices 
of listed homes. 

The Status of Jumbo Loans
Buyers who need jumbo loans 

How the current mayhem may affect you and 
what you can do to protect yourself from the 
fallout from the mortgage meltdown.

Mortgage Crisis Tips

See Mortgage Tips on page 26
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Purchase new home $500 out of pocket! 

Happy Holidays!

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Original Northwood - $219,000
• 3 Bedroom 

• New Kitchen
• Clubroom

Homeland - $549,000
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, new kitchen, on a double lot

office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Adorable 3BR, 2-1/2 BA Cape Cod 
in Old Dundalk. Within last 2 yrs., 

new siding, replacement windows, 
boiler, hot water heater.  Roof 7 yrs 

old.  Fenced bkyard w/2-car 
garage. 1yr. hm. warranty.

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com
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Pictures on line MLS# BC6548281

OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX FirstChoice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

REDUCED $5000 plus 35k from Balto. Co. MALP program. 
THAT’S 40 GRAND for qualified buyers!. Get out of the 
mall, and schedule a showing, NOW! Brand new rehab with 
new W/W carpet,crown moulding, most windows, jetted 
tub, ceiling fans, finished family room, 1 Year HMS Home 
Warranty included.

A Great Find in Dundalk!
1927 Oxley Rd, Dundalk, MD 21222

– those unconventional mortgages 
exceeding $417,000 – will find that they 
are also in short supply, just like high-
risk subprimes. The reason is that both 
subprimes and jumbos depend heavily 
upon private investment for their source 
of capital, and many private investors 
are sitting on the sidelines of the current 
tumultuous market. So if you plan to 
buy an expensive home and expect to 
borrow with a jumbo, you can expect to 
pay a hefty premium. Rates of jumbos 
have jumped considerably, and some 
mortgage brokers cannot even find 
jumbos for their clients, except at 
prohibitive prices.

If you are shopping for a jumbo 
at this time, one strategy is to first 
shop long and hard for an excellent 
and well-connected mortgage broker 
who charges reasonable fees. Less 
experienced brokers may not have the 
resources to locate a jumbo, or they 
may only be able to arrange them with 
those lenders who charge top dollar. 
For buyers who are close to the price 
of a conventional loan, it may be better 

to use two loans and piggyback them to 
come up with the funds. A conventional 
loan for just under $417,000 can pay 
for most of the purchase, and then you 
can take out a smaller loan – that you’ll 
pay higher interest on but can hopefully 
pay off or refinance soon to a better rate 
– for the remaining balance.

To successfully navigate today’s 
market is not impossible, so don’t 
despair. You just need to employ a 
fresh perspective, updated information, 
and reliable resources – including 
experienced and trustworthy lenders 
who can creatively assist with borrowing 
hurdles, options, and decisions.

Whether you’re buying, selling, or 
refinancing, contact the professionals at 
www.GayMortgageLoans.com and www.
GayRealEstate.com. Or call toll-free at 
1-888-420-MOVE (6683). Experienced 
brokers dedicated to the lgbt community 
are ready to serve you. 

Mortgages Tips
Continued from page 25
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