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December 1st is World AIDS Day. Established 
by the World Health Organization in 1988, World 
AIDS Day serves to focus global attention on the 
devastating impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
Observance of this day provides an opportunity 
for governments, national AIDS programs, faith 
organizations, community organizations and 
individuals to demonstrate the importance of the 
fight against HIV/AIDS.

With an estimated 38.6 million people worldwide 
living with HIV at the end of 2005, and more than 
25 million people having died of AIDS since 1981, 
December 1st serves to remind everyone that action 
makes a difference in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Americans should be reminded that HIV/AIDS 
does not discriminate. With an estimated 1,039,000 
to 1,185,000 HIV positive individuals living in the 
U.S., and approximately 40,000 new infections 
occurring every year, the U.S., like other nations 
around the world is deeply affected by HIV/AIDS.

We encourage you to visit this Web site and 
download materials, such as fact sheets that provide 
HIV/AIDS statistics and the new World AIDS Day 
poster, to assist in your efforts to educate, motivate 
and mobilize your local community in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS.

Please visit AIDS.gov launched on World 
AIDS Day, December 1, 2006. AIDS.gov is the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services’ Internet 
portal that provides users easy access to information 
on Federal HIV/AIDS prevention, testing, treatment, 
and research programs, policies, and resources.

World AIDS Day 
Dec. 1st

Exhibit that Features Works of 
Disabled Artists to Visit Baltimore

Anthony McCarthy, spokesperson for Baltimore 
Mayor Sheila Dixon and the city’s top openly gay 
official stunned local City Hall observers by taking an 
unspecified leave of absence on Monday, November 
19.

McCarthy became the mayor’s director of 
communications in January. He had previously worked 
for Dixon briefly in 2000 when she was City Council 
President.

According to the Baltimore Sun, the mayor’s 
office had been silent on the departure, until issuing 
only the following statement, “Effective today, Anthony 
McCarthy has taken a leave of absence from the 
mayor’s office. Sterling Clifford will assume duties as 
interim director of the office of communications.”

McCarthy has a long and colorful history in local city 
and lgbt politics. Last year he ran unsuccessfully for a 
House of Delegates seat in the 44th District. In addition 

to serving as Dixon’s 
s p o k e s p e r s o n , 
McCarthy has worked 
at a number of local 
newspapers including 
stints at The Afro-
American, Baltimore 
Times and Gay Life. 
He was also the host 
of a popular radio 
talk show before 
announcing his 
candidacy last year.

McCarthy did 
not return a telephone call regarding his departure. 
He is the fifth cabinet level official to leave Dixon’s 
administration within the last year.

Anthony McCarthy Leaves City Hall Post

Anthony McCarthy

 Story on page 16
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By Kedrick Keys

If you’re thinking of giving you’re 
loved one a trip to Greenland for the 
summer you’d better start planning now. 
Launched in May 2007, Air Greenland’s 
non-stop service will resume travel 
every Thursday between Baltimore 
Washington International Airport (BWI) 
and Greenland’s Kangerlussuaq Airport 
(SFJ) starting July 3, 2008. BWI is the 
only airport in the United States offering 
non-stop air travel to Greenland. The 
quick 5 hour trip and slight 2 hour time 
difference makes this exotic destination 
entirely accessible. 

Greenland, the largest island in the 
world, is situated in the Arctic Circle off the 
northeastern coast of Canada between 
the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans. The 
destination is culturally Inuit with 
warm Greenlandic traditions and 
heavy influences of Scandinavian 
customs. Greenland is one of the 
most preserved destinations in the 
world with unspoiled landscape, 
which can be seen for 24 hours 
during the summer months under 
the Arctic sun. 

Denmark granted Greenland 
sovereignty in 1979. In 1989 
Denmark became the first country 
in the world to recognize same-sex 
civil unions. Greenland followed 
Denmark’s example by allowing such 
partnerships in 1996. Greenland was 
the third country/province in the world to 

accept gay unions.
“Greenland is a great destination 

for the lgbt community for the same 
reasons that it is a great destination 
for other lovers. Greenland does not 
specifically cater to the gay community, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t have 
fun here,” Charles Kinney told Outloud. 
“Going to the night club Manhattan 
in the capital city Nuuk – which for a 
while was adorned with the nickname 
“gayhattan” on the weekends - can 
be lots of fun.” Kinney is an American 
English Language Fellow staying in 
Greenland for 10 months on a project 
sponsored by the American Embassy in 

Copenhagen. 
Nuuk has a cosmopolitan 

atmosphere with European style shops, 
hotels, and cafes lining the streets. 

“Many Greenland gay people are on the 
internet chat/dating site www.boyfriend.
dk. It’s free to register on this site and this 

can give you an inkling of where people 
are located,” Kinney says. But for those 
who love the outdoors, Greenland’s most 
recognizable geographic attribute, its 
majestic glaciers, can be experienced up 
close. The dramatic arctic imagery seen 
on television and in print is now easily 
accessible. The air travel experience 
provides an extraordinary bird’s eye view 
of Greenland’s varied terrains and awe-
inspiring iceberg formations. “Greenland 
has amazing hiking trips - a few hours, 
a full day or even a week. Other ‘must 
do’ activities include a whale safari and 
sailing or a boat trip around the icebergs 
in Disko Bay – this is in Ilulissat. While 

in Kangerlussuaq, it is possible to take a 
jeep tour to the icecap,” Kinney says.

No roads link the towns of 
Greenland; therefore, it is suggested 

that travel arrangements 
for the summer be made 
in advance in order to 
insure that local aircraft 
transportation is available. 
The direct flight from BWI to 
SFJ will end for the summer 
season on August 14, 2008.

Airline prices start at 
$1,100 including taxes and 
charges. Accommodations 
are available starting at $180 
during high season. For 
more information visit www.

airgreenland.com or www.greenland.
com.  

Discover Gay Greenland
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• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

By Steve Charing
 

The Columbia/Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG (Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 
presented a groundbreaking panel 
discussion in Columbia on November 
13 on the topic “Black and Gay.”  

Over 60 attended the event from 
Baltimore City to Washington D.C. and 
heard an inspirational conversation 
on how the panelists dealt with 
the challenges of both racism and 
homophobia to succeed in their own 
personal lives and how they are helping 
others.  Areas such as coming out, 
homophobia in and out of the African-
American community, civil rights, 
religion, and family issues highlighted 
the discussion.

Participants on the distinguished 
panel included: Rickie Green 
(P.O.R.T.A.L founder and OUTloud 
columnist), Phillip J. Lovett (HIV 
prevention activist), Fred Masson III 
(architect and recent candidate for 
City Council), Rev. Anthony McCarthy 
(Director of Policy and Communications 
for Baltimore Mayor Sheila Dixon), 
Deacon Meredith Moise (Social activst 
and OUTloud contributing writer), Jasper 

Hendricks (Director of Field Operations 
for the National Black Justice Coalition) 
and Perryn Morris (college freshman, 
member of the chapter’s Rainbow Youth 
Alliance and son of panel moderator Pat 
English).  

Special guest, venerable civil rights 
activist and former Maryland NAACP 
Vice President Elbridge James, made 
a brief presentation regarding the newly 
formed Maryland Black Family Alliance, 
a group consisting of straight African-

Being Black and Gay Discussed at PFLAG Forum

Americans who are seeking to legalize 
same-sex marriage in Maryland.

“This was an unprecendented 
event,” said Mr. James following the 
discussion. “We need to conduct 
such forums throughout the African-
American community to foster a better 
understanding of being both black and 
gay.”

 
Steve Charing is Media Coordinator 

for PFLAG-Howard County.
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

410-337-3755
409 Washington Ave. Suite 707
Towson, Md. 21204

In the STEP study, one of two 
phase II trials of Merck & Co., Inc.’s 
investigational HIV vaccine (V520), 
the vaccine was not effective at either 
preventing infection in volunteers 
not previously infected with HIV or 
at reducing viral loads in those study 
volunteers who became infected with 
HIV during the trial. Analyses presented 
indicate that in those volunteers with pre-
existing immunity to the cold virus used 
as a carrier for synthetic HIV genes in 
the vaccine, there were more infections 
in those volunteers who received the 
vaccine than in those who received 
placebo. Most of these analyses are 
considered exploratory in nature, and 
the reasons for this result are still being 
studied. 

The current STEP results suggest 
that those who received the vaccine 
might have an increased susceptibility 
to acquiring HIV infection, particularly 
those volunteers who had higher 
levels of pre-existing immunity to Ad5 
because of prior natural exposure to 
Ad5. However, there are a number of 
confounding factors that make it very 
difficult to draw conclusions about this 
finding.

AIDS Vaccine Failure
All but one infection was in men, 

primarily in men who reported having 
sex with other men, so little information is 
available about the effects of the vaccine 
in women or in heterosexual men. Study 
volunteers are being counseled about 
the possibility that those who received 
the vaccine may be more susceptible to 
developing HIV infection when exposed 
to HIV.

Further analyses are being 
conducted. The trial partners will share 
the data as it becomes available with 
the broader scientific community at 
subsequent scientific meetings and 
in publications over the next several 
months. A presentation is scheduled 
at the Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections in Boston in 
February, 2008. These new analyses 
are available at www.hvtn.org. Additional 
analyses are underway and will be shared 
as more information becomes available 
The study was co-sponsored by Merck & 
Co., Inc.; the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID); part of 
the U.S. National Institutes of Health; 
and the HIV Vaccine Trials Network 
(HVTN), which is funded by NIAID.

Health Education Resource 
Organization, Inc. (HERO), serving 
Baltimore area individuals with HIV/
AIDS since 1983, will mark World AIDS 
Day 2007 with a semi-formal evening 
celebration/fundraiser on Thursday, 
Nov. 29 from 6-9 pm and an all-day 
open-house and health fair on Friday, 
Nov. 30. Both events will take place at 
HERO Headquarters, located at 1734 
Maryland Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 
20201.  Tickets to the celebration/
fundraiser are $25 per person or $40 per 
couple in advance. RSVP by mail to the 
address above, by phone to 410-685-
1180, X265, or by email to fsull@hero-
mcrc.org. Your attendance at this event 
will help HERO in its continuing mission 
to provide comprehensive services to 
HIV-positive individuals, as well as to 
educate people about how HIV disease 
is transmitted.

AIDS Interfaith Residential Services 
(AIRS), Providence Baptist Church, 
and Central Presbyterian Church will 
host an interfaith service at Central 

Presbyterian Church, 7308 York road, 
on Saturday, Dec. 1. Ministry exhibit 
tables will be on display from 1:30-3 
pm with a service to follow from 3 pm-
5 pm. This will be an important service 
bridging congregations from all races 
for the purpose of HIV/AIDS awareness 
and prevention. Learn what these 
forward-thinking churches are doing to 
advance their HIV/AIDS ministries. Hear 
powerful stories of transformation from 
invited guest speakers who are living 
with HIV/AIDS. This interfaith service is 
designed to inspire and uplift the spirits 
and to effect positive social change in 
our community. For more information, 
please contact AIR’s Tony Johnson, 
Faith in Action Volunteer Coordinator, at 
410-576-5070 x35.  

The Steven Kaufman AIDS Outreach 
Project will be hosting Powerful Voices-
Powerful Choices at Towson University’s 
Chesapeake Room on Dec.2 from 2-
3:30 pm. Music and stories by The 
Positive Voices of Baltimore and other 
AIDS survivors will be featured. The 
event is free and open to the public to 
commemorate World AIDS Day.

World AIDS Day
Continued from page 1
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Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

Visit our website www.flowers-gifts-things.com 
for 24-hour ordering online. 

410.462.2180

flowers gifts & things
“Providing all your floral needs”
Family owned and operated, we offer only the finest floral arrangements and gifts 
backed by service dedicated to making your experience a pleasant one

213 West Read Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Mon-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-3pm
Sundays by request To help assure on-time delivery during the busy holiday season, 

please place your order at least 1 day prior to delivery date.

Floral Arrangements  •  Wedding Coordinating
Gift Baskets   •  Corporate Gifts

European/dish gardens  •  More!

By Kedrick Keys

On November 12, Jonathan Morse, 
42, was fatally shot while driving a 
vehicle in the 700 block of Baker Street. 
The incident took place about 3:20 pm. 
The vehicle Morse was driving crashed 
into a tree near North Carey and Baker 
Streets.

A relative close to the deceased 
told Outloud that his cousins was an 
openly gay male who was returning to 
the scene to confront a group of young 
males who had allegedly busted out his 
car windows. Morse had another relative 
with him at the time who escaped injury. 
Upon arriving at the scene, Morse was 
repeatedly called “fagot” before being 
shot. 

“They had already called him [Morse] 
fagot. I don’t understand why they then 
had to go and shot him,” the relative 
said. “Maybe some straight men are just 
insecure about their own sexuality.”

Morse loved his family. He had eight 
brothers and sisters who relied on his 
good nature and stability. He cared for 
and took in family members’ children so 
that they would not have to go to foster 
care.

Morse worked in hospitality at the 
Hyatt Regency Inner Harbor where he 
assisted in many departments from 
steward to banquet server. “The hotel 
is really hurting presently over the 
death of Jonathan,” said Hyatt Regency 
Executive Chef, Robert Sahey. Morse 
had worked at the Hyatt for several 
years.    

Hyatt Regency General Manager, 
Gale Howard-Smith said, “Jonathan 
was a wonderful person and we will 
miss him.” A funeral was held for Morse 
on Friday, Nov. 16. He was the city’s 
257th homicide victim this year.

Hate crimes against the lgbt 
community can often go undetected - 
especially in Afro-American communities 
- for a number of reasons. Often times 
the police and city officials put less 
emphasis on crimes against those that 
identify themselves as lgbt and on those 
crimes considered Black-on-Black. 

“Again, this is another example 
of our lives not being valued by us or 
anyone else. This is a tragic example 
of how being Black and gay can still 
get you murdered in our community. 
I am saddened by this senseless 
death as a result of bigotry. We must 
educate ourselves and develop some 
type of sense of self respect and self 
preservation,” said Meredith Moise, lgbt 
activist and columnist.  

In Newark, NJ, Dashon Harvey, 20, 
who was openly gay, Terrance Aeriel, 
18, and Iofemi Hightower, 20, were 
lined up against a wall on the grounds 
of Newark’s Mount Vernon Elementary 
School just before midnight on Aug. 4 
and shot in the head, according to police 
accounts. The three were pronounced 
dead at the scene. Police said Natasha 
Aeriel, 19, Terrance’s sister, was also 
shot in the head and left for dead

As reported in the Washington 
Blade, Law enforcement officials were 
reluctant to investigate whether the 
execution-style murder of the three 
college students was an anti-gay hate 
crime because they were reluctant to 
“out” one or more of the victims, the 
head of New Jersey’s largest gay rights 
groups stated.

Newark gay activist James Credle 
was the first to raise questions about 
a possible hate crime and to challenge 
the mayor’s office and the police for 
withholding information about the 
sexual orientation of at least one of the 

victims. Within a month of the incident, 
police filed murder and robbery charges 
against six males in connection with the 
case. Three of the six are juveniles. All 
six have connections to a local youth 
gang, but police have said they are 
uncertain whether the murders were 
gang related.

One of the victims’ friends told 
the Blade that all four of the students, 
who were enrolled at Delaware State 
University, planned to join him in 
attending a black Gay Pride event in 
Queens, N.Y., the day following their 
deaths.

Credle and gay activist Keith Boykin 
also noted that the murder of the three 
college students was not the first 

case in which Newark’s establishment 
appeared reluctant to talk about the 
sexual orientation of gay murder victims. 
In 2003, authorities declined to mention 
that the daughter of poet and African-
American political activist Amiri Baraka 
was a lesbian at the time she was shot 
to death.

Shani Baraka, 32, and her domestic 
partner, Rayshon Holmes, 30, were 
murdered by the estranged husband of 
Shani Baraka’s sister in a case police 
said stemmed from an ongoing episode 
of domestic violence. The husband, 
James Coleman, 38, has since been 
convicted of two counts of murder in 
connection with the case.

Hate Crimes Against Gays 
Go Undetected
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By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
In a relationship.

Occupation?
Hopkins researcher and student.

Favorite restaurant?
Red Fish.

Favorite Flower?
I don’t have one.

Best vacation you have been on?
My favorite vacation is when you just 
stay home and relax.

Scariest Disney villain?
Scar.

Favorite Holiday?
Christmas.  And the Forth of July.

Favorite movie?
Coming to America.

And your favorite line from it?
There are so many!   But I would have 
to go with, “Fuck you, fuck you, and 
fuck you! Who’s next?”

Last good book you read? 
I don’t really read books.

Childhood pet?
I had a frog, a fish, a cat and a dog.

Dream car?
All that matters is that I have a 
chauffer.

Who should play you in a movie?
Derek Luke.
 
HBO or Showtime series on which 
you want a role?
The Tudors.

What is your favorite word in a 
foreign language?
Au revoir.

Thunderdome!   Two shall enter, 
one shall leave:  Bruce Springsteen 
vs. Billy Joel?
Bruce.

Where would you want to retire?
Connecticut.

Who is your pick for the 2008 
presidential election?
Hillary.

Favorite Comedian?
Tasha Smith.

How high will gasoline prices go?
I wont have any limbs left.

When will you have all of your 
Christmas shopping done?
Christmas Eve. 

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

Anthony

Medix-Towson has been training people
for over thirty five years to enter the 

Allied Health field

Financial Aid available for those who qualify

Graduate job placement assistance

Day and evening classes

Massage Therapy, Medical Assisting, 
Dental Assisting, Medical Office Assisting

We are accredited by ABHES

(410)337-5155 ask for Melanie or Shannon
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The retreat includes breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. 

There is no cost to attend, but 
you must pre-register. 

RSVP to (410) 837-2437 by  
Tuesday, December 4, 2007

AIDS Action Baltimore
10 E. Eager Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Sat, December 8, 2007
8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sun, December 15, 2007  
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Join us for RISE Plus, a day and a 
half retreat for men who love men.

Explore and overcome the effects 
of homophobia and negative 

messaging.

Reclaim your personal power to love 
and live free from oppression.

Mayor Sheila Dixon’s Task Force on 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
(GLBT) Issues recently conducted a 
city-wide survey designed to assess to 
the needs of the GLBT community. 

The online survey captured 
responses from nearly 500 GLBT 
city residents on a variety of topics 
and is believed to be representative 
of Baltimore’s GLBT community as a 
whole. The survey was intended to paint 
a clearer picture of the demographics 
and household make-up of the GLBT 
community and also to elicit information 
on how the City can best support its 
GLBT residents.

“It is so important to me that 
Baltimore City government is part of a 
larger culture that celebrates and uplifts 
diverse populations,” said Mayor Dixon. 
“I want the GLBT community to know 
that they have an outlet at City Hall and 
that their concerns are my concerns.”

The survey found that about 63 
percent of respondents are living with 
their partner or spouse and that about 31 
percent of Baltimore’s GLBT population 
has children. Eighty-seven percent 
described their workplace as either “Very 
gay friendly” or “Somewhat gay friendly.” 
In addition, virtually all respondents said 
that their neighborhood was at least 

somewhat gay 
friendly.  

Public safety, 
youth, education 
and health and 
wellness are the 
issues of primary 
concern for 
Baltimore’s GLBT 
c o m m u n i t y . 
When asked 
under what 
circumstances they encounter the most 
discrimination based on their sexual 
orientation or gender identity, workplace 
and religious discrimination were the 
most prevalent responses. However, 
an overwhelming 93 percent of 
respondents said they felt comfortable 
accessing city services and had not 
experienced discrimination based on 
sexual orientation or gender identity 
when dealing with city agencies.  

“This survey is just the beginning 
of what I hope to learn through working 
closely with our gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender community,” said 
Mayor Dixon. “I will continue to lead by 
example, and I am proud to live and 
work in a city that clearly sets the mark 
for equality and diversity.”

Mayor’s Task Force on lgbt Issues Conducts 
First-ever Community Needs Assessment

Presbytery of Baltimore passed 
overture to national General Assembly 
to change church constitution to allow 
marriage “between two people.”

On Thursday, November 15 the 
Presbytery of Baltimore passed an 
overture to the PC(USA) General 
Assembly that would change 
the definition of marriage in the 

denominational constitution. Currently 
marriage is defined in the Presbyterian 
Book of Order as a lifelong commitment 
made by “a man and a woman.” The 
language proposed by the Presbytery 
would say, “Christian marriage is a 
lifelong commitment” made “between 
two people.” Another sentence would 

Presbyterian Churches Seeks Denominational 
Approval To Redefine Marriage

See Presbyterian Churches on  page 14 
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Adults $15.  Children 12 and under free.
For advance tickets, see any member or call 410-558-4692

www.newwavesingers.org

Live
Laugh

  Love

Presents

The Walters Art Museum 
 Centre Street Entrance

Saturday, December 01, 2007. 8:00 p.m.

These  news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on-line 
version of various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications 
for allowing  us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been 
significantly edited and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned 
following the item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

Iranian judge halts execution of man for gay sex
Tehran, Iran - Iran’s Chief Justice has halted the execution of 21 year old man 

who allegedly had sex with another male when the accused was only 13 years 
old an international human rights group reports.  Chief Justice Ayatollah Seyed 
Mahmoud Hashemi Shahrudi in his ruling described the death sentence to be in 
violation of Islamic teachings, the religious decrees of high-ranking Shiite clerics, and 
the law of the land, the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
said. It is believed to be the first time a sodomy conviction had been overturned 
based on Islamic teaching and followed a letter from the IGLHRC to the Iranian 
authorities. Other human rights organizations, including Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch, and the Iranian Queer Organization also pleaded for Makvan 
Mouloodzadeh’s life. 

But Mouloodzadeh’s legal problems are not over. As is usual in Iran when a male 
is charged with having sex with another person of the same sex the charge against 
Mouloodzadeh was listed as rape. However, at his trial no witness ever accused 
Mouloodzadeh of rape. Instead, the prosecution witnesses all told the court that 
their statements during the investigation were either untruthful or coerced. While 
the chief justice’s action blocks Mouloodzadeh from being immediately executed he 
remains in prison. The ruling sends the case back to the lower court for retrial. Under 

Islamic law sodomy is a capital crime punishable by public lashings or hanging.. 
Some international gay rights groups believe that more than 4,000 lesbians and 
gay men have been executed since the Ayatollahs seized power in 1979

“This is a stunning victory for human rights and a reminder of the power of 
global protest,” said Paula Ettelbrick, IGLHRC’s executive director. “It is absolutely 
imperative that we halt the deplorable use of the death penalty to force social 
conformity,” said Ettelbrick. “We hope that Makvan’s case and the profound rejection 
of the death penalty by the Iranian Chief Justice sets the course for the future in 
Iran.” (365Gay.com)

Campus Pride holds college fair for lgbt students
Philadelphia, PA - When college freshmen arrive at school for move-in day, 

many are preoccupied with how their multitude of belongings is going to fit into 
their dorm room, how they’ll get along 
with their roommates and where the best 
parties are. Lesbian, gay bi and trans 
students, however, have to question 
whether or not to display photos of their 
girlfriend or boyfriend in their dorm, how 
to come out to their roommates and if 
they’ll even be accepted at any of the 
campus parties.

Campus Pride, a national nonprofit 
organization that advocates for lgbt 
students and organizations on college 
campuses, will host a gay-friendly 
college admissions fair for high-school 
and transfer students Dec. 1 on the 
University of Pennsylvania’s campus. 
Another fair in the spring will be held at 
the University of California, San Diego. Two dozen local and national colleges and 
universities will be on hand in Penn’s Houston Hall to discuss their schools’ lgbt 
community and organizations and encourage students to apply for admission. The 
fair will also feature scholarship and financial aid opportunities that are specifically 
geared to lgbt students.

Campus Pride worked with an association of high-school counselors across 
the country, as well as with youth GLBT organizations in the Philadelphia and New 
York City areas, to publicize the fair. Shane Windmeyer, cofounder and executive 
director of Campus Pride, said he expects at least 200 students and families to 
attend the event. He said, [f]or colleges to actually actively go to the fair, they’re 
not just saying ‘Yes, we’re lgbt-friendly’ but ‘You’re welcome here, and we celebrate 
you.’ (Philadelphia Gay News - Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

Boston group documents queer Asian history
Boston, MA - On Nov. 17 the Massachusetts Area South Asian Lambda 

Association (MASALA) and the History Project gave Bostonians a glimpse of a new 
online exhibit, the QueerEast Project, that for the first time documents the history 
of the Boston area’s lgbt Asian community. The project features oral histories from 
diverse members of the community, and the preview event for the exhibit, included 
a viewing of videos of the first two oral histories.

Amit Dixit, a steering committee member of MASALA, said that he conceived 
of the QueerEast Project about two years ago shortly after joining the board of the 
History Project. He saw online exhibits the organization had created to mark the 
history of the Boston area’s black and Latino lgbt communities, and he decided to 
create something similar for the Asian lgbt community.

The cornerstone of the project will be videos of oral histories. One of the first 
two interview subjects ia Sudarshan Belsare, a dancer and museum educator at 
the Peabody Essex Museum. Belsare’s history focuses on the centrality of art, and 
in particular Indian classical dance, in his life. He also talks about how when he 
was growing up the stories of the Hindu gods and goddesses, including stories of 
gods changing their gender and cross-dressing and of a male couple giving birth 
to offspring, showed him that love can come in many forms. Belsare believes the 
project has the potential to impact people not only in Boston but around the world. “I 
just hope that QueerEast, because of its Internet accessibility, can be a resource for 
a child anywhere in the world where he or she can look at it and say, ’Wow, I would 
never have imagined that what I am feeling is felt by other people as well, and that 
they are accepted in some part of the world and that they are proud of who they 
are,’” said Belsare. (Bay Windows - Ethan Jacobs at baywindows.com)

Shane Windmeyer
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Dining Out
in Charm City
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By Deacon Meredith Moise

This is like the pink elephant in 
the room. The ENDA debate brought 
it to the forefront. What is it? It’s gay 
transphobia and it is ugly. We should 
know better.

I will be the first one to admit that 
I don’t know alot about the mystery 
of gender. I think alot of us continue 
to adopt and adapt heterosexual 
norms and sensibilities into our daily 
framework. As a result, many of us 
deride our trans brothers and sisters. 
We just don’t get it. We don’t get 
issues facing transfolk. We don’t get 
why it is important to add trans folks 
to already existing hate crime and 
nondiscrimination statues. We don’t get 
why folks want to transition to another 
gender. Many of us just don’t get it.

And at the start, that’s okay. But it 
is not okay to continue in ignorance. 
We must understand the issues 
surrounding transfolk and trans identity. 
Some of us even harbor thoughts that 
associating our cause with trans issues 
will make us less acceptable to the 
straight masses. That some how our 
march to freedom will be delayed or 
even shortchanged, if we become a 
truly cohesive community. I submit that 
the exact opposite is true. 

By Komi Christopher

I have two friends who recently 
went through a very hard breakup. At 
least one of them did. The other “didn’t 
even know they were going together. 
Which I found interesting, and I decided 
to do a little investigative reporting. You 
see, I find that straight people have a 
lot more stages to a relationship. They 
date, they get engaged, they marry, 
they are friends, and they are “friends”. 
And I know what you are thinking. Gay 
people have these too. But the symbols 
aren’t there in the same level. On one 
hand, there isn’t an established pattern 
so much for GLBT folks as there are 
for straight folks. But that’s not a bad 
thing. It just means we aren’t bound to 
the predisposition of the “right” way to 

Whether we want to believe it 
or not, straight folks already put us 
together. Many believe that all transfolk 
are gay and that somehow all gay folks 
will become transgender in the future. 
Of course, we know from our lives that 
this is not true but the stereotypes still 
persist. We must learn about all these 
issues facing transfolk. Transgender 
men and women are whole heartedly 
apart of our movement.

If a Puerto Rican drag queen had 
not thrown that shoe in the Stonewall 
Tavern, where would we be? Transfolk 
have been contributing to gay liberation 
since its inception. Gays and lesbians 
cannot exclude transfolk. It would be 
an affront to our history. You don’t have 
to be transgender to want transfolk to 
be safe and secure. You don’t have to 
get it to want another human being to 
be healthy and happy. As we become 
a community united despite our unique 
and beautiful differences, we will come 
to realize that our destinies are tied 
together. 

This rainbow that we so proudly 
wave stands for the diversity of our 
community. If we are going to wave that 
flag, we have to believe in diversity, 
accept it and embrace it as part and 
parcel of who we are.

Gay Transphobia: 
Are you Scared?

Komitherapy
Loving Our Way

do things. Nobody ever achieved true 
happiness without following the unique 
pattern of what makes them happy.

For us, we have another obstacle 
that stands in our way, a formidable foe 
that only the bravest of us can defeat. 
And that is the self acceptance to be 
ourselves. Some of us have not yet 
grown to love ourselves in our own skin.  
No matter the label you choose, first you 
must identify who you are to yourself. Do 
YOU love YOU? I can choose any label 
I feel like, but at the end of the day, I am 
comfortable knowing that I am attracted 
to dancers and athletes. I love to hear 
an eloquent soliloquy, or watch the local 
dudes down at the court practice their 
sport shirtless. I know who I am. The first 
step to love is to Love YOURSELF. It’s 
good practice for when you are ready to 

love someone else.
Once you know who you are, and 

what you are about, enjoy yourself. 
Take pride in that you do well; be careful 
in that which may 
cause you to fall. 
Know what type of 
vibe you give off, 
and feel confident 
about yourself. 
Make some friends. 
Sure, you might 
like them. Take 
your time though. 
Infatuation and Love 
feel a lot alike in the 
beginning. But true 
love has stamina, 
and endurance. 
Infatuations will 
fade with careful 
observation. Get to know them. Get 
into them. Not like that, ya pervs! Get 
into what makes this person tick. Are 
they still damaged from the last person 
they dated? Are they still pining for that 
elusive stereotype thug or stud? Are they 
an artistic type? Are they a jock? Are 
they misunderstood? Are they shallow? 
The better you know the person you are, 
the better you know what you can and 
cannot handle.  Every good handyman 

knows what tools are out there and what 
tools they work with best. Is the person 
someone you can work with? Or are 
they just a tool?

In closing, 
forget the symbols. 
C o n s u m m a t e 
your love with 
something that is 
important to you. 
Forget the classic 
ring. Buy that LP 
from the 60s you 
know he wanted 
more than anything 
his whole life. Write 
a poem using the 
skills you learned 
at that poetry class 
you both took. Get 
the box set of a 

series both of you liked. Go out of the 
country, or at least out of the city. Make 
your consummation special. Like the 
genie says, “Your wish is my command”. 
Forget the ring. Show that special 
person that you really understand them, 
that you know them better than anybody 
else. Make the moment special. Manifest 
your own destiny. That is the way of true 
happiness in life.  After all, isn’t that the 
point?

Editor

I normally hate having to eat my 
words, but this time I will happily do 
so. Last month I was speaking to a 
mentor about how I was feeling that the 
community doesn’t show its support. 
How wrong I was.

D’Marjé is not just a female 
impersonator, he is also a Lady. 
He is someone who has given of 
himself endlessly for the benefit of the 
community.

On Saturday, November 3rd, I held 
a benefit for D’Marjé. I’ll admit it was 
only put together in a month and I was 
not expecting it to be anywhere near 
what it actually turned into. But it could 
not have happened without the help 
from a very significant list of people, 
organizations and businesses. The list 
of thank yous is very long, and this is 
what makes this community so special 
and great, so if I leave anyone out, I 
apologize before hand.  

First of all I would like to thank 
the two establishments where this 
benefit was held: Tyson Place and 
The Phoenix. Without them, their staff 
members, and their contributions, I 
don’t know what would have happened. 
I would also like to thank the Hippo and 
its staff and the Rowan Tree for their 
generous contributions.

Next I would like to thank the 

businesses that helped contribute to 
our silent auctions: Chained Desires, 
Matthew & Ingrid’s Hair Salon, Neal’s 
Hair Salon, My Computer Tutor, and 
City Café.  All of these businesses 
help support the local community time 
and time again through donations for 
silent auctions and ads spaces.  They 
have once again shown their support 
for their local community through their 
donations.

A special thank you goes out to 
F.I.S.T., The ShipMates of Baltimore 
and C.O.M.M.A.N.D. Without them, 
this benefit would not have been as 
successful as it was.

Now for the individual people that 
need to be recognized.  These people 
stepped up to the plate and helped 
keep this ball-o-fun rolling’. Baltimore’s 
Queen of Comedy, Shawwna 
Alexander - 10 shots for her! And Rich 
Geisendaffer aka Rosie. Ada Buffet & 
Kevin aka Beetle - thanks for the Jell-O 
shooters! Next time the fries are on me.  
Kathi Crouse, my mother - more Jell-
O shooters. Greg Satorie & Positive 
Voices, Tom Patrick, Bert, Michael 
Flowers, Chris Talbot, Belton, Paulie 
Treadway, Nathan Kalana, Chris Stone, 
Don Mullins, Robert Davis, Rodney 
Burger, Michelle Smith & Butch Lee, 
Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2007 - boy 
luke, Miss Club Phoenix 2007 - Victoria 
Blair.

See to the Editor on next page 
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As polls indicate, the movement 
towards lgbt equality is making progress. 
Folks across America are less likely to 
want to discriminate against gays and 
lesbians than ever before. 

To be sure, we had endured 
a setback during the bludgeoning 
that gays and lesbians received by 
Republicans during the “gay marriage” 
fear mongering diatribes of the 2004 
presidential campaign. We were also 
stifled in Maryland, albeit temporarily, by 
the Court of Appeals ruling that failed to 
legalize same-sex marriage.

But with the historic passage 
of ENDA—the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act— by the House of 
Representatives and the fact that more 
and more corporations, localities and 
universities are providing domestic 
partner benefits and other similar 
recognition, we may have slowly turned 
the corner.

Much of this progress is attributable 
to educating a population who is ignorant 
of the issues or has a prejudicial attitude 
against lgbt people. Their comfort zones 
are rife with stereotypes, or they have a 
personal need to look down upon others 
as a way to gain self-esteem and stature, 
or they are beholden to archaic religious 
beliefs that are nourished by cherry 
picking Scripture as a convenience.

While the prospects of changing 
the hearts and minds of this recalcitrant 
population may appear daunting on the 

surface, the only way to achieve success 
is to do the hard work and educate, if 
necessary, one person at a time.

Some of this is accomplished 
through the ever-increasing number of 
lgbt folks who are coming out. Family 
members, neighbors, friends and co-
workers who know of a lgbt person 
are far less likely to want this person 
harmed politically or otherwise. The 
more progressive mindset of America’s 
youth is also a big plus. 

LGBT organizations that have 
proliferated over the past few decades 
have been helpful in this regard as many 
have “education” components. Their 
websites combined with the popularity 
of the Internet have also been effective 
tools.

Another good way is for 
organizations to have a visible presence 
in the community. As an example, we in 
the Columbia/Howard County chapter of 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays), of which I am 
proud to be their media coordinator, are 
aggressively pursuing all avenues to 
meet with the community and discuss 
our issues. 

At one time, PFLAG was seen as 
an organization that primarily supports 
parents and families of gay children. 
Over the years it has evolved to include 
lgbt members as well. The lgbt’ers are 
bolstering the organization’s efforts in 
carrying out the three main components 

of PFLAG: Support, Education and 
Advocacy. 

Clearly, PFLAG is not JUST for 
parents anymore.

These lgbt members, including the 
chapter’s successful Rainbow Youth 
Alliance, have linked with the dedicated 
parents to create a strong organization 
and one that has been adept in gaining 
visibility with an eye towards delivering 
our message. Yes, PFLAG always 
marches with our brothers and sisters 
at Gay Pride parades, and have done 
so for 35 years. But it has found traction 
in creating additional ways to get our 
message out to the straight community—
the large portion of the population that 
is critical to our success in achieving 
equality. 

In just the past month alone, 
the chapter has staffed booths in a 
neighborhood fair, at the Howard 
County government’s diversity fair and 
the heavily attended 50+ EXPO. Then 
a combination of three parents and two 
gay men presented our stories to over 20 
employees of Landmark Publications—
the company that publishes the Carroll 
County Times and the Community 
Times. 

At this meeting the parents discussed 
their journey from first learning their 
child was gay to the point where they 
are giving support to other parents and 
advocating for equal rights. The gay 
men pointed out careless words used by 
the media, such as “sexual preference” 
instead of “sexual orientation.” They 
spoke of how the mainstream media’s 
use of “gay agenda,” “gay lifestyle” and 
“sanctity of marriage” can be misleading 
and harmful.

Two gay men and a lesbian from 
the chapter presented information 
about the chapter’s Rainbow Youth 
Alliance to a couple of dozen service 
organizations at a Youth Development 
Coalition meeting in Columbia. Through 
networking they discovered a lack of 
programs that deal specifically with lgbt 
students in the public school system, 
and hopefully this dialogue can increase 
awareness of these needs and address 
them accordingly.

In an effort to reach out to the 
African-American community, the 
chapter recently held a historic and well-
received forum titled “Black and Gay.” At 
this event six African-American gay men 
and a lesbian shared their experiences 
in battling racism and homophobia 
to succeed in their lives and be in a 
position to help others. [See article in 
this issue.]

And the work of the chapter in 
fighting for civil rights and providing 
support was affirmed recently in a public 
ceremony as the chapter’s chairperson, 
Colette Roberts, received an award 

Marching With a Message

from the Howard County Human Rights 
Commission.

With these efforts and many more 
to come, PFLAG-Howard County is 
providing a model for other grass roots 
organizations to reach out to their 
communities and alleviate the fears 
about gays that still percolate. The value 
of putting faces on these issues cannot 
be understated. In the process, the 
chapter is seeking to attract enlightened 
straight allies to our causes, which 
hopefully will reap significant political 
benefits.

This organization is aggressively 
looking for opportunities to make our 
case—whether it is with government 
officials, members of the school board, 
colleges and the private sector. Already, 
much has been accomplished in 
Howard County thanks to the work of 
the chapter’s Steering and Advocacy 
committees.

PFLAG will always march in the 
parades. But with the focus on getting 
our message out, we hope to have more 
marchers, gay and straight, line up 
behind our banner as we march towards 
full equality. For more information about 
the chapter, visit www.pflagmd.org. 

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com. 

I would also like to thank Miss 
Gay Maryland America 2007 - Akasha 
Cassadine, Mr. Club Phoenix 2007 - 
Maestro, Chi Chi Ray Colby, Sparkle 
Alexander, Lauren Mitchell, Jada 
Braxton, Dimitria, Hunter Green, 
Savannah Knight, Carl Long, Jai, 
and Shawnna Alexander and more. 
THANK YOU

And last but certainly not least, 
thank you to all of the attendees of 
the benefit shows. Like I said, the 
number of people that helped make 
this happen is astounding. It is a 
true testament to the measure of 
our Maryland community. One of the 
things I learned when I was in Dallas, 
competing for International Community 
Bootblack was the value of this Family. 
Whether the people mentioned above 
are leather, drag, cowboy, freak or 
something in between, they are all part 
of my family. We support each other 
and help each other to grow. We step 
forward to help without question. And 
because of this, we have raised over 
$3,000.00 to assist our friend!! .

Yours in leather,
Eric Crouse 
Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack 

2007.

To the Editor
Continued from previous page
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846

www.blackroseimaging.com

DOCTOR

Samuel J. Westrick,  MD

(410) 243-5544

Serving Baltimore’s LGBTG Community 
with Pride for Over 22 Years

“Family” Medicine

HIV Specialist

WE HAVE FLU SHOTS! 
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READ US ONLINE

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING

The United States Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) is 
considering amending existing 
regulations that prohibit the entry of 
HIV-positive people into the United 
States. Current U.S. immigration 
law bars HIV-positive immigrants, 
tourists, foreign students and business 
people from entering the country. The 
proposed amendment, initiated by 
President Bush on World AIDS Day 
2006, would allow HIV-positive visitors 
to enter the country on short-term 
business or tourist visas, allowing HIV-
positive people to come to the U.S. for 
short-term, non-immigrant stays.

Though the odious and inhuman 
travel ban would still be in place, the 
amendment would allow HIV-positive 
people to enter the country without 
being subject to the complex, case-
by-case process currently needed 
for an entry waiver. Visitors would be 
expected to comply with conditions and 
requirements to “minimize…the risk to 
public health.” These conditions could 
include, for example, having to take 
antiretroviral medications if medically 
appropriate and “avoiding behavior” 
that could transmit infection.

The DHS invites comments, 
recommendations, views and 
arguments from the public surrounding 
the proposed amendment. 
Comments must be received before  
December 6. You can submit 
comments online at http://www.
regulations.gov, or by mail sent to: 
Border Security Regulations Branch, 
Customs and Border Protection, 1300 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. (Mint 
Annex), Washington, DC 20229.

Speak Out About 
the U.S. HIV 
Travel Ban
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Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

���������������
I WILL PERFORM:

Weddings  •  Comittment Services
Funerals  •  Counseling

or if you just need to talk!
cdtbalto@comcast.net - funbuss@aol.com

������������

A Welcoming Congregation With Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

We welcome you for Advent and Christmas

December 2, 11:15 AM  Advent Craft Workshop for all ages
December 9, 4:00 PM  Christmas Concert with choirs and

instruments followed by turkey dinner:
Reservations required at 410-433-6650

December 23, 10:00 AM  Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 24, 4:00, 7:30, and 10:30 PM Christmas Eve Services

For more information visit or call 410-433-6650

Grace United Methodist Church

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

Reclaim of St. Bernadette Parish  
Will host an information session on Tues., 
January 8, 2007 at 7:30 PM.  If you are 
gay/lesbian and looking for a home within 
the Catholic Church and a place to share 
your journey as a lesbian/gay person and 
as a Catholic, join us to find out about the 
6 weeks Reclaim Program.

For more information, call Ann McDonald, 
410-969-2785, or visit the website at
www.stbernadette.org.

410.728.5545

be changed from, “marriage is a civil 
contract between a woman and a man,” 
to “Marriage is a covenant between two 
people and according to the laws of the 
state also constitutes a civil contract.” 
The vote to request the change was 76-
71. 

This overture will now go to the 
Presbyterian General Assembly that 
meets June 21-28. If it passes the 

General Assembly it will need to be 
ratified by two-thirds of the regional 
church bodies in the nation called 
Presbyteries.

Members of Govans Presbyterian 
Church authored the overture and 
several other Presbyterian Churches in 
the region supported it including, Light 
Street, Deer Creek Harmony, First and 
Franklin, Brown Memorial Park Avenue, 
Faith and St. John United.

“We seek full equality for gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
people in the church and society. Civil 
Unions or Holy Unions are not real 
equality. Only marriage by the church 
and by the state can offer real equality. 
We believe homosexuality is a gift from 
God, not a sin.”, says, Rev. Tom Harris, 
Pastor of Govans Presbyterian Church.

Govans Presbyterian Church is a 
PC(USA) Church of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore. The Presbytery of Baltimore 
consists of 74 churches in Maryland 
totaling 19,700 members.

Presbyterian Churches
Continued from page 7
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MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine
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Dear Dr. Eva,
Why is HIV still considered a gay 

disease? Aren’t new infections mostly 
occurring in straight people?

Let’s Move On

Dear Let’s,
In Africa, most new infections are in 

heterosexuals (straight people). In the 
US, unfortunately, two-thirds of all people 
newly infected with HIV are gay men. 
Most often, these are men between age 
18 and 30. A disproportionately large 
number of them are African American 
and Hispanic. We can’t move on yet. 
Let’s work on this! See the next letter.

Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
In terms of avoiding HIV, isn’t it 

reasonably safe to have unprotected 
sex if all my partners are HIV negative?

Reasonably Careful, At the Bath 
House

Dear Careful,
I guess it depends on what you 

consider reasonable. Russian roulette 
is safer than shooting yourself with a 
gun that has a bullet in every chamber, 
but would you consider it reasonable?

Because you’re limiting your 
question to HIV, I won’t go into detail 
about the many other infections you can 
pick up from unprotected sex.

The major risk factors for sexual 
transmission of HIV infection are 
unprotected anal sex (especially 
receptive, or bottom, anal intercourse), 
having sex with more than 2 new 
partners per year (that’s per year, not 
per month), and anonymous sex.

The strategy you are using is called 
“serosorting,” which means a person 
is trying to make sure they are having 
sex only with people whose HIV status 
is the same as their own (in your case, 
negative.)  This strategy is often used 
by men who meet other men for sex in 
bathhouses or online.  When studied 
in research by  the Centers for Disease 
Control, serosorting turned out  to be 
more effective than using no strategy at 
all to avoid HIV infection, but much less 

effective than consistent condom use. 
The central problem with the 

strategy of serosorting is that you 
are assuming that:

1. All your potential sex 
partners know their current HIV 
status and that 

2. None of your potential sex 
partners will lie to you about their 
HIV status.
Even if you have a truth serum to give 
all your partners to make them honest, 
you can’t assume that everyone who 
believes they know their own HIV status 
actually does know it. Let me explain. 
Let’s say that your potential sex partner’s 
last HIV test was negative and the test 
was done yesterday. That still isn’t 
enough information - he could still be 
HIV infected! Did he have unprotected 
sex in the 3 months before he was 
tested?  Most guys who expect to have 
sex with you the first time you meet them 
can’t honestly say “no.”          

Serosorting is 100% effective in 
only one situation: when both partners 
test HIV negative after three months of 

celibacy (no sexual contacts), and then 
are sexually exclusive with each other.  
This is not the situation of most men 
using the serosorting strategy. Other 
than an exclusive relationship between 
negative partners, consistent condom 
use is still the only reliable method for 
staying HIV negative.  

Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Acting Chief 
Medical Officer at Chase Brexton Health 
Services in Baltimore, Maryland. Send 
your comments and questions to her by 
email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh 
MD, Chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 
21201.

Effectiveness of Serosorting 
to Avoid HIV infection
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“The art is amazing but the best 
part is seeing the faces of the artists 
light with pride when sharing their work.” 
“Gorgeous artwork! Too much talent for 
one room.”

These are just two of the comments 
received at the September opening 
reception of the 2007 Maryland My 
Maryland Celebration of the Arts Show, 
an exhibit that features the creative 
works of artists from across the state who 
have mental illness or developmental 
disabilities.

The traveling show will visit 
Baltimore on November 28 when the 
art will be on display in the lobby of the 
Herbert R. O’Conor Building at 201 W. 
Preston Street from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The show highlights a variety of 
art and photography done by artists 
associated with inpatient or community 
programs under the auspices of the 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (DHMH).  Participants are 
from Channel Marker, Inc, the Clifton 
T. Perkins Hospital Center, the Eastern 
Shore Hospital Center, Go Getters, Inc., 
the Holly Center, R.I.C.A. Baltimore, the 
Springfield Hospital Center, the Thomas 

Exhibit that Features Works of 
Disabled Artists to Visit Baltimore

B. Finan Center, and the Upper Shore 
Community Mental Health Center.

Numerous pieces of the artwork are 
for sale, with all proceeds given directly 
to the resident artist.

The show has made previous stops 
at Joie De Vivre Art & Textile Gallery in 
Cambridge, the Eastern Shore Hospital 
Center in Cambridge, Salisbury 
University in Salisbury, the Academy 
Art Museum in Easton, the Epilepsy 
Association of the Eastern Shore, Inc. 
in Salisbury, Lower Shore Friends, Inc. 
in Salisbury, the Springfield Hospital 
Center in Sykesville and the Clifton T. 
Perkins Hospital Center in Jessup.

The Auxiliary of the Eastern Shore 
Hospital Center, in partnership with 
DHMH, sponsors this show with grant 
support from the Maryland State Arts 
Council and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 

The art show is an annual event 
that recognizes National Depression 
Awareness Month, held every October. 
This is the fifth year the show has been 
held.

Adults $15.  Children 12 and under free.
For advance tickets, see any member or call 410-558-4692

www.newwavesingers.org

Live
Laugh

  Love

Presents

The Walters Art Museum 
 Centre Street Entrance

Saturday, December 01, 2007. 8:00 p.m. Got
Something 

to Say?

Send your thoughts, 
opinions, ideas, 

or whatever is on your mind to:
publisher@

baltimoreoutloud.com
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410.547.SEAT  • BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • Box Office (M-Sat 10a-5p) • Groups 20+ call 410.837.0110 

ON SALE NOW!
December 11-23 • Hippodrome Theatre

France-Merrick Performing Arts Center

Tickets subject to additional service charges and handling fees. Due to the nature of live entertainment; times, dates and performers are subject to change. No exchanges or refunds.

Music and Lyrics by ROBERT LOPEZ & JEFF MARX    Book by JEFF WHITTY    Based on an Original Concept by ROBERT LOPEZ & JEFF MARX    Directed by JASON MOORE   Original Broadway Cast Recording Available on Masterworks Broadway.
‘Avenue Q’ has not been authorized or approved in any manner by The Jim Henson Company or Sesame Workshop,  which have no responsibility for its content.

Not recommended for children under the age of 13.

The Broadway Musical
��������������������

���������������



18   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD November 23, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

����������������������
���������������
�����������

In a time of heroes, the mighty 
warrior Beowulf slays the demon Grendel 
and incurs the wrath of its monstrous 
yet seductive mother, in a conflict that 
transforms a king into a legend.  The 
film is based on the epic poem, one of 
the oldest known stories in the English 
language (it was actually written in Olde 
English), and has become a staple of 
literature classes, filling many a student 
with dread.  If you’ve fallen in love with 
the original tale of Beowulf, then the 
movie version may not be your cup 

Literary Classics Come To Life 
School’s back in session, so what better time for Hollywood to bring a couple of 

literary classics to life?  Well, some may find one of these films to be too overblown 
for its own good, while the other may engender appreciation for sticking to its roots, 
even if the conclusion is less than fulfilling.

Beowulf
Cast: Ray Winstone; Angelina Jolie; 

Anthony Hopkins; Crispin Glover; John 
Malkovich; Robin Wright Penn; Brendan 
Gleeson Director: Robert Zemeckis

of tea, as director Zemeckis and his 
screenwriters have taken the story and 
definitely given it the big budget, big 
studio, fantasy epic treatment.

I’ll give full disclosure here and 
admit that I have never read Beowulf, 
so I wasn’t quite sure what to expect 
from the film.  From what I’ve been 
told, the first part of the film definitely 
remains faithful, in spirit, to the story as 
Beowulf (Winstone) arrives to help rid 
King Hrothgar’s (Hopkins) land of the 
monstrous Grendel (Glover).  Beowulf 
is portrayed as a superhero who can 
spin a tale about his adventures fighting 
various monsters, but even his grew 
realize that each time he tells a story 
it becomes more and more fantastic. 
None of the men actually believe there 

is a monster called Grendel, but when 
the hideous creature actually shows up 
at the mead hall where the men have 
been partying, they’re quite shocked. 
Beowulf, who has stripped down (yes, 
totally nude, but unfortunately covered 
in various Austin Powers-like ways that 
nearly makes the scene a joke) in order 
to battle the beast man-to-man, mortally 
wounds Grendel but is surprised to learn 
that there is yet another monster lurking 
in the cavernous mountain above the 
village – Grendel’s mother (Jolie).  As 
Beowulf journeys to vanquish the other 
beast, he is surprised to find a seductive 
beauty who makes him an offer of 
everlasting prosperity and success 
as king as long as she remains in 
possession of a golden drinking horn.  

Beowulf returns to the village 

claiming victory, but old Hrothgar 
realizes Beowulf has made a deal with 
the devil which has released him from 
his own curse, so he makes Beowulf 
his heir to the throne and jumps from 
the top of the castle walls to the rocky 
shore below. Life is good for Beowulf, 
even if it becomes tedious after many 
years knowing he can never die in 
battle, but life has a funny way of turning 
as he realizes when the gold object 
suddenly reappears within the walls of 
his kingdom.

Beowulf may not please literary 
scholars, but it makes for a pretty 
exciting film experience, especially if 
you’re fortunate enough to see it in 
one of the select theaters showing it 
in 3D. The depth, scope and detail of 

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST 
TO A SHOWING OF

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street, on
Friday, November 23rd for your chance to receive a 

pass, good for two, to a showing of the film.
No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One (admit-two) pass per person. 

Employees of Fox Searchlight Pictures, Baltimore OUTLoud and Lambda Rising are not eligible.

OPENS IN BALTIMORE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21

&

See Film on page 20
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By Ben Ryland

Located in Historic Fells Point
1724 Aliceanna St

Baltimore, MD 21231•410.342.0617
myspace.com/PowerXchange

Unique 
clothing 
and gifts  
for unique 
individuals

OPEN
Wed-Sunday 12p - 7p
and by appointment

Starting this week the season of 
holiday shows are upon us. God rest 
ye merry gentlemen (and ladies). There 
are the usual plethora of Nutcrackers 
and Dickens Carol’s but a few edgier 
attraction are in the mix this year.

The Nutcracker Ballets are waning, 
my feeling is that people are tired of 
them and the little girls that historically 
anticipated the experience are now 
more interested in Hannah Montana 
and High School Musical. Nonetheless, 
the Lyric Theatre is bringing in the Great 

Russian Nutcracker playing Dec. 19-22. 
The Warner in DC has a longer run with 
their ballet opening December 12 and 
running until Christmas. These are the 
big productions so if the Nutcracker is 
your thing get your tickets now.

Charley Dicken’s, A Christmas 
Carol is even more limited this year. 
There are traditional stagings at the 
Lyric on Dec. 6 for one performance 

only and Washington’s Ford’s Theatre 
annual opulent staging (performing at 
the Landsburg this year) will begin Dec. 
6 and play until the end of the month. 
Arena Stage in DC has commissioned 
a new musical entitled- A Christmas 
Carol 1941 with lyrics by Henry Kriger 
(Dreamgirls) and Susan Birkenhead 
(Jelly’s Last Jam).With a new plotline 
this sounds like an intriguing work. At 
the beginning of the holiday, season 
just after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
nation’s capital prepares to celebrate 

Christmas. The Schroen family attempts 
to keep their holiday spirit in spite of 
shortages, a housing crunch, and a 
son who wants to enlist regardless of 
his mother’s fears. The show runs from 
November 24 until December 30.

The edgier fare includes a return 
engagement of the phenomenal actor, 
Bruce Nelson in a play based on a story 
by David Sedaris, The Santaland Diaries. 
A young slacker becomes employed as 
a Santa’s helper in Macy’s who must 
bear the indignities of Elf school, pushy 
parents and vomiting children. It is a 
hilarious monologue show and Nelson 
plays it to the hilt. Here’s hoping they 
bring it back every year. This year the 
dates are December 5 – 23.

Fells Point Corner Theatre is 
presenting, The Best Christmas Pagent 
Ever. The Herdman children put the “H” 
in horrible and now they are going to put 
“C” back in Christmas. How do these 
awful hoodlums achieve this? They take 

Holiday Theatre Has Begun

over the Annual Christmas Pageant 
and in turn learn the true meaning of 
the season. It’s a wonderful holiday 
gift for the whole family! The show 
opens December 14 and runs for two 
weekends.

But best of all is the return to the 
Warner Theatre this weekend of the 

‘Tuna Guys’. Joe Sears and Jayston 
Williams are back in- A Tuna Christmas. 
They play all of the characters (including 
the gals) in a tiny Texas town with even 
tinier minds. Rednecks, white trash, 
corrupt ministers and a Christmas 
phantom will once again bring the 
season of joy to a complete riot; as in 
‘comedy riot’ that is. They are back only 
through Sunday, November 25 with extra 
holiday matinees Friday-Sunday. Get to 
the Warner for the funniest holiday show 
ever.
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the film is mesmerizing and there are 
more than enough objects poking out of 
the screen as well to please any fan of 
really good 3D. But that isn’t the film’s 
only gimmick as Zemeckis has applied 
the motion-capture technology used for 
The Polar Express to create not only 
the world of Beowulf, but the actual 
characters as well – and the tech has 
improved to a point where the actors 
are mostly recognizable and nearly 
photo-realistic. They’ve even managed 
to make the eyes less dead looking as 
well, although in scenes with a large 
group of characters you sometimes feel 
like you’re on a ride at Disney World 
watching audio-animatronic figures 
which is only augmented by the 3D 
effect. But Zemeckis and his crew have 
taken the new tools at their disposal and 
created a dazzling world of monsters 
and heroes.  

The detail on the characters is 
totally amazing right down to the tiniest 
strand of hair on someone’s face. The 
action is brutal and bloody at times (and 
pretty disgusting as various bodily fluids 
fly from the screen and practically into 
the viewer’s laps) and I was surprised 
to see a PG-13 rating. This is definitely 
not for young kids.  Fans of sword and 
sorcery films will certainly find plenty to 
enjoy in “Beowulf,” but the more literary 
minded may want to pull the book off the 
shelf and give it another read. Beowulf 
is rated PG-13 for intense sequences 
of violence including disturbing images, 
some sexual material and nudity. 

The story begins when Llewelyn 
Moss (Brolin) finds a pickup truck 
surrounded by a sentry of dead men. A 
load of heroin and two million dollars in 
cash are still in the back. When Moss 

No Country For Old Men 
Cast: Javier Bardem; Tommy Lee 

Jones; Josh Brolin; Kelly Macdonald; Woody 
Harrelson Directors: Joel & Ethan Coen

takes the money, he sets off a chain 
reaction of catastrophic violence that 
not even the law - in the person of 
aging, disillusioned Sheriff Bell (Jones) 
- can contain. As Moss tries to evade 
his pursuers - in particular a mysterious 
mastermind who flips coins for human 
lives (Bardem) - the film simultaneously 
strips down the American crime drama 
and broadens its concerns to encompass 
themes as ancient as the Bible and as 
bloodily contemporary as this morning’s 
headlines. 

A new Coen Brothers film is almost 
always a cause for joy amongst movie 
fans, and this time around is no exception. 
The Coen’s have breathed life into the 
acclaimed novel by Cormac McCarthy 
with some visually breathtaking scenery 
highlighting the vast empty spaces of 
Texas showing how dangerously alone 
one man can be (the sound, or rather 
lack of sound also plays a major part in  
the film). The brothers have packed the 
film with great actors who make their 
characters real, but Bardem’s monstrous 
Anton Chigurh will go down in cinema 
history as one of the most frightening 
villians of all time (definitely an award-
worthy performance). 

No Country for Old Men remains 
faithful to the source material right 
down to the end, which has left many 
viewers upset with the film, but things 
don’t always come to the conclusions 
you want or expect. If you’re a fan of 
the Coen Brothers or the book, you’ll 
definitely want to check this one out. Be 
warned, it’s not for the squeamish. No 
Country for Old Men is rated R for strong 
graphic violence and some language. 

 
For full reviews of “No Country for 

Old Men” and other new releases, visit 
Chuck online at www.myspace.com/
nowshowingtv.

Film
Continued from page 18
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By Kedrick Keys

On Nov. 23-24, Jim Lucio and Jeremy 
Crawford are holding a Trannie Coat 
Drive, a twist on the old idea of a canned 
goods drive during the holiday season. 
Their hopes are to raise awareness to 
the transgender community in Baltimore. 
Both Lucio and Crawford are gay artist 
who operate Flux Studios, a gallery, in 
the Station North Arts District. The two 
artists moved to Baltimore five years 
ago from New York City.

“We are well aware of how 
transgender people can be marginalized 
and have their lives made more difficult 
than they already are because of a lack 
of understanding, “Lucio told Outloud. 
“We are also in close proximity to 
many transgender individuals who 
work the streets around our gallery and 
short of saying we want to encourage 
prostitution, we do understand how 
some turn to this route to survive.”

The coats can be dropped off 
on Nov. 23 from 2-8 pm and Nov. 24 
from 5-9 pm. There will also be an art 

Winter Coat Drive and Art 
Sale at Flux Studio 

liquidation sale featuring local artist. The 
coats will be donated to a local charity or 
to any transgender person who needs 
clothing.  

“We wanted to do something this 
holiday season that others could benefit 
from so in conjunction with the coat drive 
we are organizing an art show for any 
artist who would like to show their work 
and encourage holiday shoppers to think 
about hand-made goods and art instead 
of going directly to the closest mall,” 
Lucio said. “In addition to supporting 
local artists, we want to support and 
encourage the gay community to take 
a few steps away from their nests and 
to know that there is room for everyone 
in the arts lifestyle and to acknowledge 
that everyone is in need.”

Lucio is a graphic artist whose 
passion is Polaroid photography and 
Crawford is a painter. Lucio and Crawford 
have operated Flux Studio for over the 
past year. The gallery is located at1821 
N. Charles St. For more information call 
410-254-8115 or visit www.thisisflux.
com.

There is no better way to start 
the holiday season than by attending 
GMCW’s holiday concert. It is always 
a combination of beautiful music and 
fun. American Carols is a 2-shows-in-
1 holiday spectacular. Special guests 
Mosaic Harmony and Tach’shitim join 
GMCW in Act I to celebrate the diversity 
of American carols and songs. Mosaic 
Harmony, an interfaith, 90-member, 
culturally diverse, gospel-inspired 
choir, draws on the rich heritage of 
African-American music and performs 
everything from traditional spirituals to 
new music composed by its dynamic 
director, David North. Tach’shitim 
provides the musical backdrop to the 
Shabbat and High Holy Day Services 

at Bet Mishpachah, DC’s GLBT Jewish 
congregation, and has branched out to 
sing community concerts and interfaith 
services around the DC and Baltimore 
areas as well. All three choruses will 
join for a first act finale that will usher 
in the holidays with soul-stirring, 
magnificent sound.

Act II features an original 
mini-musical, A (Gay) Christmas 
Carol(s)with book, music and lyrics by 
local composer Matt Conner. “While 
GMCW has commissioned new choral 
works (Changing Hearts, Songs of 
My Family), we have never before 
commissioned a new musical. We 
decided that Dickens’s A Christmas 
Carol would be an interesting vehicle 
for a gay chorus and a friend suggested 
a young, talented composer, Matt 
Conner,” said Jeff Buhrman, GMCW 
Artistic Director.

Best known for his musical 
Nevermore which premiered at 
Arlington’s Signature Theater in 2006, 
Mr. Conner has given the old Dickens 
tale a gay, American spin…you’ll find a 
charming gay love story, lots of singing 
and dancing, a wonderful song called 
“What Would Christmas Be Without 
Garland?” (Think about it!) and three 

famous American Carols to portray 
Christmas Past, Present and Future. 
Clever, hilarious and most of all — 
fabulous! “Christmas in Washington 
will never be the same again! I think 
what I’ve tried to do with A (Gay) 
Christmas Carol(s) is give the Dickens 
classic a splash of humor, a touch of 
heart and a brand new, up-to-date, gay 
twist,” Connor said.

GMCW is also excited to welcome 
John Moran back to his unofficial but 
much beloved role as resident stage 
director for the Chorus. Moran directs 
productions across the United States 
and GMCW is fortunate to have his 
directorial skill and passion at the helm 
of A (Gay) Christmas Carol(s). Moran 

was especially intrigued by the fact 
that the Chorus is creating something 
new. “The allure of being first! Imagine 
what it must have been like to be at 
the debut performance of Gypsy or 
the first audience to hear the Beatles 
or being in Carnegie Hall for Judy’s 
debut. For those of us in the theater, 
the Holy Grail is to be part of a new 
show — the opportunity to create and 
present a first,” Moran remarked.

With costumes by Gary Turner, 
choreography by Craig Cipollini, lighting 
by A.J. Guban, and orchestrations by 
Jenny Cartney,  A (Gay) Christmas 
Carol(s)will be a surefire hit. 

Friday, November 30, 2007 at 8 
pm

Saturday, December 1, 2007 at 8 
pm.

Sunday, December 2, 2007 at 2 
pm (ASL Interpreted).

Lisner Auditorium at The George 
Washington University

730 21st Street, NW, Washington, 
DC.

Tickets: $50, $35, $20 at www.
gmcw.org, by calling 202-293-1548 
and at Lambda Rising Bookstore, 1625 
CT Ave. NW

GMCW’s American Carols 
for Three Nights Only! 
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The Drinkery

Leon’s

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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the rowan  tree 
baltimore’s most diverse bar 

1633 S. Charles Street – 410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

• An upscale tavern that welcomes everyone from all walks of life
• Enjoy our art deco lounge or visit our huge game room 

• Private parties accepted 
•Please visit our websites for all upcoming parties  

and fundraising events 

HOME OF THE FEDERAL HILL RAVENS NEST
OFF-STREET PARKING NOW AVAILABLE 

seasons greetings

By Gregg Shapiro

It’s been a little more than a year 
since Bob Dylan put out his acclaimed 
Modern Times disc but he is still very 
much in the public consciousness. 
The movie, I’m Not 
There, directed by gay 
filmmaker Todd Haynes, 
and starring Christian 
Bale, Cate Blanchett, 
Heath Ledger, and 
Richard Gere, is a multi-
tiered portrait of Dylan, 
as depicted through six 
different characters. 
Dylan (Columbia/
Legacy), a three-disc 
set, not only arrive 
around the time of the release of the 
movie, but also when Dylan’s songs of 
social change and anti-war messages, 
his rallying cries, are needed more 
than ever. Disc one covers the 1960s 
over the course of 19 songs, including 
“Blowin’ In The Wind,” “Masters of War,” 
and “The Times They Are A-Changing,” 
among others. The 1970s dominate 
disc two with songs such as “I Shall Be 
Released,” “Forever Young,” “Simple 
Twist of Fate,” and “Hurricane.” Disc 
three brings listeners up to date with 
later career high points such as “Make 
You Feel My Love” and the Oscar-
winning “Things Have Changed.”

Like Bob Dylan, Robert Plant 
appears to be undergoing a resurgence 
of popularity. His collaboration with 
Alison Krauss, “Raising Sand” has been 
the recipient of high praise. The arrival 
of “Mothership” (Swan Song/Atlantic), a 
double disc Led Zeppelin compilation, 
not to mention a December 2007 band 
reunion, guarantees that hard rock has 
risen again. The 24 tracks, which cover 
a 10-year period (1969-79) represent 
some of the most important and 
influential music of the late 20th century. 
Seriously, did you ever stop and wonder 
where we’d be without “Communication 
Breakdown,” “Dazed and Confused,” 
“Whole Lotta Love,” “Immigrant Song,” 
“Rock and Roll,” “Black Dog,” “D’yer 
Mak’er,” “Kashmir,” and “All My Love,” 
not to mention “Stairway to Heaven”?

As the solo careers of lead singers 
of popular bands go, the aforementioned 
Robert Plant surely did all right for 
himself. Surprisingly, the same can’t 
be said for Mick Jagger (of the Rolling 
Stones). His solo efforts were quite 
often uneven affairs and had longtime 
fans questioning whether it was a good 
idea for him to venture out on his own. 

The 17-track assortment The Very Best 
of Mick Jagger (Atlantic/Rhino) lives 
up to its name by culling nine tracks 
(including “God Gave Me Everything” 
and “Just Another Night”) from his 
four solo releases, demonstrating that 

these albums were not 
a complete waste of 
time. Additionally, three 
previously unreleased 
tracks have made their 
way onto the disc, 
along with a pair of 
movie soundtrack cuts 
and two of most famous 
duets – “Dancing in the 
Streets” with David 
Bowie and “(You Got To 
Walk and) Don’t Look 

Back” with Peter Tosh.
Shirley Manson, of Garbage, has a 

Mick Jagger quality about her. The visible 
front-woman has a magnetism similar 
to Jagger’s and she knows how to work 
it to her advantage. Heck, Garbage, 
even has a song called “Stupid Girl,” as 
Jagger’s band the Rolling Stones do. 
Although they never captured the initial 
spark of their 1995 debut disc, Garbage 
still earned itself the right to assemble a 
collection such as “Absolute Garbage” 
(Almo Sounds/UMe). Gratefully, the set 
is chronological, with the best songs 
(“Only Happy When It Rains,” “Stupid 
Girl,” “Queer,” “Push It,” “Special”) to 
lube you up for what comes after, which 
includes the James Bond movie theme 
song “The World Is Not Enough.” The 
second disc in the set includes more 
than a dozen Garbage Mixes of their 
tunes.

She may be married to Elvis 
Costello, but it’s hard to imagine Diana 
Krall as anything but the antithesis 
of Shirley Manson. A first-rate jazz 
vocalist and pianist, Krall has amassed 
a considerable following and a few 
Grammy Awards during her career and 
now delivers her first compilation The 
Very Best of Diana Krall (Verve), which 
15 tunes, a majority of which are her 
distinctive interpretations of standards.

Earlier this year, record producers 
such as Mark Ronson and Timbaland 
were celebrated on discs that featured 
new work. Y’All Know What This Is…
The Hits (Island Urban Music) compiles 
10 tracks ranging from the early `90s 
novelty hip-hop of “Jump” by Kris Kross 
to the more serious “Money Ain’t A 
Thing” (with Jay-Z) and diva delights 
such as Mariah Carey’s “We Belong 
Together” and Monica’s “The First 
Night.”

Just in Time for Holiday Gifting
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Grand Central

Miss Freestate 2008 
at the Hippo 

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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naughty & NICE Photos
with National Titleholders
US Daddy Eric Siglin

&
US boy Earl Coffman

as Santa & his Elf

$1 Drafts & Jell-O Shots  •  Chocolate Dicks on Sticks

SILENT AUCTION of Unique & Kinky gifts

THE SHIPMATES PRESENT
daddy christmas 2007

To Benefit Chase Brexton Health Services
Saturday Dec. 1st, 9pm- 1:30am.

The Baltimore Eagle.

Meet & Greet with A “Ripped
Genes” Calendar Model

Last year a typo on the COMMAND 
roster took ten years off the age of 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2007, but on 
Saturday, November 10th when 23 year-
old Kristopher DeBlase of Baltimore 
was sashed Mr. Maryland Leather 2008 
the age of our State representative went 
down thirty years!

COMMAND, M.C. celebrated its 
19th anniversary in grand style with a 
two-day celebration. You could not have 
squeezed another person into the Club 
Phoenix on Friday, November 9 as the 
gang gathered for the official “Meet & 
Greet”. 

With the party in full swing, emcee 
Dan Noel (COMMAND founding member 
and MAL 1989) introduced this year’s 
judges: Sir Steve (Mr. Maryland Leather 
2007), Jerry Garmany (International Mr. 
Deaf Leather 2007), Rich Geisendaffer 
(Mr. Baltimore Eagle 1997), boy ricky 
(President, D.C. boys of Leather), 
Joanna Millhouse (Ms. Baltimore Eagle 
2006), boy jason (Maryland Leatherboy 
2006), and of course yours truly. The 

important job of Tally Master went to 
Joansie (Ms. Baltimore Eagle 2003-
2004) and keeping the judges happy 
(Hey, my beers aren’t going to walk 
over by themselves) was Judge’s boy, 
boy luke (Md/ Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 
2007). Filling in as Den Daddy for 
another titleholder who was unable 
to fulfill his obligation was the always-
dependable David Allen (Mr. Maryland 
Leather 1999). 

In the past few months I spoke to 
lots of guys who said that they were 
planning to run for MML 2008- but when 
it came to stepping forward there were 
only two contestants. The good news 
is that it was quality over quantity as 
both contestants were outstanding. 
This year’s runner-up for Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2008 is Thomas Buckley 
of Riverdale, and a member of the 
Centaurs, M.C. 

Saturday’s contest was a fun 
afternoon at the Hippo and of course 
a real COMMAND performance of 

See Leather Line on page 30
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

  3 spacious bedrooms with a
European feel

  Woodburning fireplaces for
those cool fall evenings

  Potential for off-street parking
  Solid stone construction with

double thick walls
  Wood floors throughout add to

the authenticity
  Large fenced lot plus a 

storage shed
  Intimate stone patio for

outdoor enjoyment
  A very unique &

enchanting home!

Stone Mill House in 
Hampden - $280,000

OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

Peter Klebenow
RE/MAX First Choice
511-C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD. 21221
office: 410-391-6900
cell: 410-963-4926
fax: 410-391-8004
peter.klebenow@gmail.com

Two Bedrooms, Two Full Bath Rehab Property. Home has 
many Amenities. Including Hardwood Floors Throughout, 
Open Staircase, Granite and Stainless Steel, Finished 

Basement with Berber Carpet 
and Much More!!  
Call for an Appointment Today!!
Offered at 279,900.

235 S. Robinson Street • Baltimore

����������������������������������������������������
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office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Adorable 3BR, 2-1/2 BA Cape Cod 
in Old Dundalk. Within last 2 yrs., 

new siding, replacement windows, 
boiler, hot water heater.  Roof 7 yrs 

old.  Fenced bkyard w/2-car 
garage. 1yr. hm. warranty.

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

���������������������������

Pictures on line MLS# BC6548281 Inquires to Long & Foster’s 
Consistent TOP CITY AGENT

David Martz – GRI
410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, Inc.

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

1641 Thames Street
A superb live, work & play opportunity. 

This 4000 sq. ft. historic district compound 
comprises a high profile 2000 sq. ft storefront 

with an award winning 2 lvl  
waterfront residence above.

Offered at $1,400,000
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FELLS POINT
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- 9124 Groff Mill Dr.  •  OWINGS MILLS  •  $217,900

- 9131 Gracious End Ct.  •  COLUMBIA  •  $279,900

- 135 Harpers Way  •  FREDERICK  •  $299,900

- 1401 Ingleside Ave.  •  GWYNN OAK  •  $264,900

- 2156 Cedar Barn Way  •  WINDSOR MILL  •  $239,999

- 35 Hawk Rise  •  OWINGS MILLS  •  $239,900

- 721 Field St. Stone Hill  •  HAMPDEN  •  $339,900

- 617 S. Decker Ave.  •  CANTON  •  $288,888

- 7018 Eden Brook Dr.  •  COLUMBIA  •  $324,900

- 510 Caring Cross Rd.  •  CATONSVILLE  •  $299,900

You Could  Purchase Any of  These 
Homes and More with as Little as 

“$500.00”out of  pocket!!!
CALL “NOW” FOR DETAILS!!

RZR
RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson / Ron Zimmerman
Domestic and Professional Partners for Over

26 Years
For information on our firm and currently offered homes visit our website or join 

our 100% free buyer email service 

Baltimore’s Independently Gay owned and  
Gay Managed Agency for Over (30) Years

This House Has Location, Location AND Everything Else You Could Want! 
An Eat-In Kitchen, Large Living Room, Hardwood Floors, Exposed Brick, 

2 Large Bedrooms and Great Outdoor Space to Entertain!
You Definitely Don’t Want to Miss This One!

815 S. Rose Street  •  $289,900

For quality customer service call:

Location, Location and More!

CHRISTINE CORBITT
The Broadway Team

(o) 410.675.5500
(vm) 410.522.6320
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Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

Advertise in Baltimore OUTloud’s 
Real Estate Section
Great Deals, Great Results!

410.244.6780 Ext. 2
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX First Choice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Original Northwood - $219,000
• 3 Bedroom 

• New Kitchen
• Clubroom

Homeland - $559,000
4 bedroom, 3.5 bath, new kitchen, on a double lot

musical numbers. There was also some 
wonderful entertainment provide by 
Lauren Mitchell (Miss Gay Maryland 
America 1997), Positive Voices, and 
Shawnna Alexander showed once again 
why she really is Baltimore’s “ Queen of 
Comedy”. After the contest, the party 
continued at Tyson’s Place with an 
Anniversary Dinner followed by a victory 
party at the Baltimore Eagle. This is an 
important year for Mr. Maryland Leather, 
as Kris will represent Maryland at the 
30th Anniversary of International Mr. 
Leather in Chicago in May. During his 
step-down speech Sir Steve spoke of 
the importance of bringing youth into 
our community. I am very excited that 
the torch has been past to the next 
generation.  

After an extravaganza in Baltimore, 
the 36th Anniversary of the D.C. Eagle 
and the Mr. D.C. Eagle Contest seemed 
a little low-key this year. The buzz was 
that November 17th was a busy night in 
D.C. with the opening of a new bar and 
the Blowout Dance Party at the 9:30 
Club. The always-professional Wayne 

Nesbitt (Mr. D.C. Eagle 1998) was once 
again the emcee as two contestants 
who are no strangers to the Leather 
Community competed for the title of Mr. 
D.C. Eagle 2008: T.J. (Of COMMAND, 
M.C.) and Alex (of Highwaymen, TNT). 

There were only three judges 
this year: Herb Kaylor (Highwaymen 
President/ Mr. D. C. Eagle 2002), 
Bennett Long (Mr. D.C. Eagle 2006/ 
Mr. Capital Pride Leather 2007), and 
Allen Washington (Mr. Capital Pride 
Leather 2006). In a 15-year break from 
tradition the outgoing Mr. D.C. Eagle, 
Joe Hurchick, was not a judge but did 
deliver a brief step-down speech. Daddy 
Jim Raymond (American Leatherman 
1997) was Tally Master with boy eddie 
(D.C. boys of Leather) was the Judge’s 
boy.  With an announced two points 
difference in scores, Alex was awarded 
the title of Mr. D.C. Eagle 2008. There 
has been talk that Mr. D. C. Eagle may 
not be sent to IML next year. Let’s hope 
that he goes. I am sure Alex would do 
well. Besides, he wouldn’t want to miss 
the 30th Anniversary of IML- it’s older 
then our handsome new Mr. Maryland 
Leather!

Leather Line
Continued from page 26
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