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Baltimore Celebrates lgbt Black Pride

In the wake of the Maryland Court of Appeals 
ruling that upheld the state’s law defining marriage as 
only between a man and a woman, the best hope for 
the lgbt community to gain legal recognition for same-
sex couples lies in the legislature. Equality Maryland 
(www.equalitymaryland.org), the state’s principal lgbt 
civil rights organization, has assumed the leadership 
in trying to push through a marriage equality bill in the 
upcoming General Assembly. 

Equality Maryland’s executive director Dan 
Furmansky, in an exclusive interview with Baltimore 
OUTloud’s Senior Political Analyst Steve Charing, 
explains the strategy that needs to be employed to 
achieve marriage equality, the political challenges that 
await, and what the lgbt community can do to help.

SC: Your organization did a great job in 
helping to bring marriage equality to the forefront. 
I know there was a good deal of hurt among the 19 
courageous plaintiffs, Equality Maryland and the 
lgbt community at large as a result of the ruling. 
How are you able to regain your morale as well as 
that of your staff’s?

DF: We have all had a difficult time dealing with 

“We Are Moving 
Full Steam Ahead”
An Interview with Dan Furmansky

By Michael A. Knipp

Get ready to rock, Baltimore – The 
Cliks are coming back!

In a recent interview, trans front man 
Lucas Silveira chats about the band’s 
breakout summer, his make-out session 
with Margaret Cho, why he makes angry 
music, and how his gender-identity 
issues are helping others.

He’s not, however, talking about 
The Cliks upcoming show.

But that’s because he’s a tease.

Michael A. Knipp: This summer 
has been amazing for The Cliks. 

Here Come The Cliks
Congrats! How does it feel?

Lucas Silveira: Thank you, and 
it feels great. We’re very happy with 
everything that’s happening.

MK: You kicked off the season 
with some dates on the True Colors 
Tour with Cyndi Lauper and friends. 
What was that like? Any funny 
stories?

LS: It was an amazing and very 
surreal experience. We were touring with 
bands we’ve been fans of for years, so it 
felt strange but in a I-can’t-believe-this-
is-happening way. As for funny stories, 
it was pretty funny when right before we 
were about to perform at Red Rocks in 

 - page--

Thousands Protest in D.C
LGBT activists were among thousands of other anti-
war protesters in Washington on September 29. An 
estimated 10-15,000 protesters took to the streets of 
the nation’s capital to demand that the government 
get our troops out of Iraq. LGBT activists, including 
many from the Baltimore metro area, joined a coali-
tion of anti-war groups during the day-long protest.
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By Nate Sweeney
Steet TalkSteet Talk October 11 is National Coming Out Day. 

When you were first coming out,  
what song meant the most to you?

Fergie at Leon’s: You’ve Got Another 
Thing Coming by Judas Priest

Helena at Leon’s: I’m Coming Out by 
Diana Ross

Keith at Leon’s: Karma Chameleo by 
Culture Club

Bart at Leon’s: Elton John’s Your Song

Charlie at Leon’s: It’s Raining Men  
by The Weather Girls

Jim at Leon’s: I Will Survive!  
by Gloria Gaynor

Rob at Leon’s: You Gotta Be by Des’ree. Brent at Leon’s: You Think You’re a Man? 
by Divine

Ed at Leon’s: Loosing My Religion 
by R.E.M.

Michael at Leon’s:   Back That Ass Up 
by Juvenile.

John at Leon’s: It’s Not Easy Being Green 
by Kermit the Frog

Carl at Leon’s: It’s Raining Men  
by The Weather Girls

Ron at Leon’s: Run to You  
by Whitney Houston

Tom at Leon’s: Shame Shame Shame 
by Shirley & Company.

Kelton at Leon’s: Vision of Love 
by Mariah Carey.

David at Leon’s: Coming Out of Hiding 
by Pamela Stanley
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By Steve Charing

Noting a void in the availability 
of legal services for Baltimore’s lgbt 
community, especially for those folks 
who are disadvantaged, a group of 
area lawyers and law students are 
planning to start up a legal clinic here. 
It will mark the second such clinic in the 
U.S. with Philadelphia being the first. 
The clinic, which has been named the 
FreeState Law Project, is slated to open 
in September 2008. 

Aaron Merki, a student at the 
University of Maryland School of Law 
in Baltimore and a FreeState steering 
committee member, sees the clinic as a 
way of ending a pattern of neglect for the 
underprivileged. “If there is a neglected, 
forgotten community in Baltimore, it is 
this one; especially the hundreds, if not 
thousands, of homeless lgbt youth in 
Baltimore City and around the state,” 
Merki told OUTloud. “Often they are sick, 
malnourished, abandoned by friends 
and family, and forced even to prostitute 
themselves in order to shower and eat.”

Another law student at the University 
of Maryland and committee member, 
Sara Ryan, drew from her experiences 

at Equality Maryland to foster her interest 
in this project. “I saw first hand the 
need to provide services to low income 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and especially 
transgender people in Baltimore,” she 
explained. “I have seen all too often lgbt 
Marylanders denied access to shelters, 
jobs and other areas.”

Matthew Feinberg, a rising law 
student at the University of Baltimore and 
another member of FreeState’s steering 
committee said the clinic would supply 
legal counseling and representation to 
lgbt individuals facing lgbt legal issues. 
Such issues include family law, tax, 
plaintiffs and defense work and possibly 
referrals.

“The work will be pro bono or almost 
pro bono, and will provide much needed 
legal representation to people who 
cannot afford it,” he said. He added 
that they are looking for this clinic to 
be modeled after the successful one in 
Philadelphia.

Aside from these law students, 
several established local lawyers 
including Lisa Kershner, Karen Moore 
and Nevett Steele, Jr. also sit on 
FreeState’s steering committee. It is they 
who originated the idea of establishing a 

legal clinic in Baltimore. 
“My experience in private practice 

over many years, led me to believe that 
there were huge unmet legal needs in 
the lgbt community that the private bar 
was not addressing, particularly the 
needs of youth, lgbt persons of color and 
the poorer members of our community,” 
said Lisa Kershner an attorney at Paley, 
Rothman, Goldstein, Rosenberg, Eig & 
Cooper. 

“The statistics on lgbt youth remain 
appalling; youth in our community 
continue to be at much greater risk for 
dropping out of school, running away 
from home, homelessness, substance 
abuse and suicide. Transgender persons 
also continue to face discrimination, 
hate crimes, and for the many who 
are homeless, are even being shut of 
shelters and left to fend for themselves 
on the street where they are at even 
greater risk for abuse and violence,” she 
points out.

Ms. Kirshner added, “As a lgbt attorney 
who has enjoyed many benefits of the 
system, I want to contribute to establishing 
a first rate legal services program for the 
lgbt community in Maryland. It is a project 
whose time has come.”

While they are doing a significant 
amount of the legwork to get the project 
up and running, the lawyers realize that 
students at the two schools would be 
enthusiastic about the project and better 
contacts for professors and deans at 
the law schools. The FreeState Justice 
Project is not formally linked to the two 
law schools, however.

A kick-off reception is scheduled 
for Wednesday, November 7 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Courtyard of the 
University of Maryland School of Law 
on 500 West Baltimore Street. For more 
information about the clinic and the 
reception, you may contact Matt Feinberg 
at matthewfeinberg@yahoo.com or Lisa 
Kirshner at lkershner@paleyrothman.com.

LGBT Legal Clinic to Open in Baltimore

The Board of Directors of 
Baltimore Black Pride Inc.  

Thanks the Community and our 
Sponsors for a Successful  

Pride Year!
AIDS Administration

Baltimore City Health Department
Baltimore Outloud

Burgess & Bender Saturdays
Gay Life

Kayeaco Productions
Onyx Entertainment

Paradox
Project Unity

The New Club Bunns
Unity Fellowship Church of Baltimore

www.bmoreblackpride.org
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• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday

Local Delivery 
Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

the degrading ruling by a majority of 
judges on the Court of Appeals. The 
disappointment has stung in a very 
profound way. Personally, I’ve taken the 
time to decompress from work when 
possible, be with friends, and get outside 
and enjoy the beautiful fall weather. 
Hitting large blocks of firewood with 
a hammer has helped too. I, our staff 
and boards know that social change 
doesn’t happen overnight, and it doesn’t 
happen on its own; it has to be ignited 
and flamed. We’ve taken the time to 
mourn the failure of the court to end this 
discrimination, but we have also dusted 
ourselves off and are moving full steam 
ahead. We’re committed to ending this 
discrimination once and for all. 

SC: In an interview with the 
Washington Blade, Governor 
O’Malley appears open to signing 
a marriage bill as long as religious 
institutions are protected. Would you 
seek to get the Governor to be more 
proactive, that is, leading the way 
towards passage?

DF: Absolutely! I think we should be 
heartened at how open our Governor 
is now willing to be on this issue since 
he has heard from so many in the 
community following his post-ruling 
statements. Equality Maryland hopes to 
move the Governor down a path towards 
enthusiastic support and advocacy of 
equal marriage rights, but we understand 
that this will likely be a process, and 
not an event. With the continued vocal 
presence of our community and allies, 
we can embolden him to be a leader on 
this issue.

SC: Equality Maryland will strive 
to push the Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act during 
the next General Assembly. This 
appears to be a major challenge. How 
will you try to get Senate President 
Mike Miller on board?

DF: I think the question is how will 
WE as a community try to get Senate 
President Miller on board. If we are 
going to end marriage discrimination the 
whole community has to stay committed 
to making it happen. We hope the 
negative court ruling was a wake up call 
for all of us, straight and gay, to stand 
up for fairness. EQMD’s first order of 
business is to encourage our members 
to get their state legislators to cosponsor 
this measure. EQMD urges all of your 
readers to schedule meetings with their 
state legislators. Please contact our 
office at 301-587-7500, ask for Julie or 
Mary, and we’ll have someone walk you 
through the entire process. 

Secondly, EQMD is working to 
broaden our base of support. Equality 
Maryland has begun a canvassing 
campaign – door to door – in key areas 
of the state to talk to voters about the 
freedom to marry for same-sex couples. 
Right now, our canvassers are going 
door to door in Calvert County, home of 
the Senate President. We’re heartened 
by the number of people willing to 
communicate with Sen. President Miller 
in favor of equal marriage rights. We 
now have the chance to strengthen our 
coalition around a proactive bill, and that 
will be key. 

SC: But Sen. Miller has publicly 
stated his opposition to marriage 
equality as well as civil unions. Is 
there anything that can change his 
mind?

DF: Interestingly, in a quote just a 
few days after that one, but in a less 
widely read publication, Sen. Miller’s 
rhetoric was must softer on this issue. 
- “the bill will have an uphill climb.” For 
now, the onus is on us to secure the 
necessary votes – this is what moves 
leadership. We have great advocates in 
the Senate - openly gay Rich Madaleno; 
the bill sponsor, Gwendolyn Britt, an 
amazing powerhouse for civil rights; 
and constitutional law professor Jamie 
Raskin, to name a few. 

SC: Many in the lgbt community 
would prefer that Equality Maryland 
adopt the strategy to seek civil 
unions since there appears to be 

An Interview with Dan Furmansky
Continued from page 1

Dan Furmansky

See Dan Furmansky on page 10
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network, applauded 
U.S. District Judge Joan Ericksen’s 
ruling in favor of a Gay-Straight Alliance 
(GSA) at Maple Grove High School 
in Minnesota, making a temporary 
injunction permanent. Ericksen ruled that 
the Federal Equal Access Act protected 
students’ right to form Straights and 
Gays for Equality, also known as SAGE, 
following overwhelming nationwide 
judicial precedent on GSA cases. The 
SAGE ruling in Minnesota follows a 
victory at Hononegah High School in 
Rockport, Ill., last week, in which the 
Hononegah School Board reversed its 
initial committee decision and approved 
a Gay-Straight Alliance at the school. 
The board indicated legal precedent 
played a factor in its decision.

The Maple Grove High School 
students saw the need to address 
bullying and harassment at their school 
and, despite the intolerance of their 
school district, decided to do something 
positive and proactive about it. The 
Osseo school district initially denied 
SAGE the same access as other clubs, 

Judge Upholds Judicial Precedent, Rules in 
Favor of Minnesota Gay-Straight Alliance

calling the GSA extra-curricular, despite 
the school district labeling other extra-
curricular clubs such as the Chess Club 
or Spirit Club as curricular. According 
to the lawsuit, SAGE was formed to 
promote tolerance and respect for Maple 
Grove Senior High School students and 
faculty through education and activities. 
SAGE is one of 79 GSAs in Minnesota 
registered with GLSEN. Nationally, more 
than 3,600 GSAs from every state and 
Washington D.C. has registered.

GLSEN is the leading national 
education organization focused on 
ensuring safe schools for all students. 
Established nationally in 1995, GLSEN 
envisions a world in which every child 
learns to respect and accept all people, 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity/expression. For more 
information on GLSEN’s educational 
resources, public policy agenda, student 
organizing programs, research, public 
education or development initiatives, 
visit www.glsen.org.

A three-year campaign to add 
Montgomery County to the list of 
growing jurisdictions nationally that 
bans discrimination on the basis of 
gender identity and expression should 
soon pay off for Equality Maryland and 
residents of the County. On October 
2nd, testimony was heard by the Council 
on an anti-discrimination bill, Bill #23-
07, sponsored by Council member 
Duchy Trachtenberg (D-At Large) at the 
request of Equality Maryland. A vote is 
expected in the weeks following. In this 
year alone, states as diverse as Iowa, 
Colorado and Oregon have passed non-
discrimination legislation that includes 
protections for transgender people. In 
fact, since 2003, every state that has 
passed non-discrimination legislation 
has included protections for transgender 
people.

The Washington Transgender 
Needs Assessment survey estimates 
that 42% of transgender people in the 
DC Metro Area are unemployed; 31% 
have incomes of less than $10,000/

year; and 19% do not have their own 
living space. The most common barriers 
cited by those who lack housing are their 
economic situation (38%), housing staff 
insensitivity or hostility to transgender 
people (29%), estrangement from birth 
family (27%) and lack of employment 
(23%). 

Nationally, leadership in the 
U.S. House recently abandoned a 
transgender-inclusive Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) by 
splitting the legislation into two bills: 
one for sexual orientation and another 
for gender identity and expression. In 
an unprecedented show of unity, more 
than 90 leading national and state 
groups, including Equality Maryland, 
signed onto a letter in support of one 
inclusive ENDA. As a result, Democratic 
leadership has postponed mark-up of 
the bill, giving our community a renewed 
opportunity to pass an inclusive ENDA.

Equality Maryland can be found 
online at www.equalitymaryland.org.

Montgomery County Council Urged to 
Pass Anti-Discrimination Measure

Baltimore COLAGE (Children of 
Lesbians and Gays Everywhere) will 
host its next event at Dave & Buster’s 
in Arundel Mills on October 21. Dave 
and Buster’s is a restaurant and gaming 

venue. The support group will meet at 1 
pm. Contact Katie for reservations at 410-
340-6099 or colageofbaltimore@gmail.
com.

COLAGE Event at Dave and Buster’s 

Girlports, the first travel information 
website exclusively for lesbians and 
bisexual women was launched on 
October 2. The site provides listings 
of destinations around the world for 
everything from bars and nightclubs to 
social and sporting groups, restaurants 
and more.  

Beyond general listings, Girlports 
also offers a number of interactive 
tools to assist women in their travels, 
including a unique travel planner called 
the Girlports Passport. This Passport 

helps travelers keep track of listings 
they’re interested in and has a mapping 
feature. The Passport can be printed, 
sent via email and as of December 1, 
accessed via mobile phone.

Girlports is owned and operated by 
Girlports Services Inc., an independent, 
lesbian-owned company based in 
Montreal, Canada. For more information 
contact Tanya Churchmuch at 514-436-
6327 or info@girlports.com or visit www.
girlports.com.

Girlports, A Worldwide Girl Guide Online
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By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
Single.

Occupation?
Retired/photographer.

Best part of your job?
Freedom.

Worst part of your job?
I don’t come into contact with as 
many people as I would like to.

All time favorite Pride?
Baltimore 1985.

Your pick for the next president?
I think it will be Hilary.

Movie villain you are most afraid of?
Freddie Kruger.

Favorite kind of Martini?
Vodka with a twist. Very dry. Served 
straight up. At the Prime Rib!

Who of your friends has the best 
laugh?

My friend Peggy.

Favorite local non-profit?
Moveable Feast.

Song you sang in the shower this 
morning?

Singing in the Rain.

What should people cook for you to 
butter you up?

Lemon meringue pie.

What would you name a pet 
unicorn?

Horney.

Finish this thought:  The smoking 
ban is going to…

be very welcome. I hate coming 
home with my clothes smelling like 
smoke.

Favorite commercial right now?
The Target commercials are great.

 Favorite John Waters movie?
Cry-Baby.

Favorite Website?
Bigmuscles.com.

What was your worst subject in 
school?

Shop.

Favorite Holiday?
Thanksgiving.

Red or white wine?
Red.

Thrashers Boardwalk Fries or 
Fischer’s Popcorn?

Boardwalk Fries.

Place you want to visit but haven’t 
yet?

India.

Magazine you pick up when no one 
is looking?

Vanity Fair.

What would the musical based on 
your life be called?

Far to go.
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

410-337-3755
409 Washington Ave. Suite 707
Towson, Md. 21204

Phil Cooper
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday

����������������������������������������������

Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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By Tommi Avicolli Mecca

Historian Susan Stryker made the 
amazing discovery the way that many 
of her peers do: By pure accident. She 
wasn’t looking for it, but she found 
evidence of a forgotten chapter in the 
history of lgbt community in America.

In 1995, Stryker a transgendered 
historian and co-author Jim Van Buskirk 
were working on Gay by the Bay, 
their soon-to-be published, best seller 
capsule history of the San Francisco 
lgbt movement, when they came across 
an interesting item in the program for 
the 1972 gay pride march. The article 
described an August 1966 riot at Gene 
Compton’s Cafeteria in the Tenderloin, a 
poor and working-class area of the city 
where many transgenders lived, and still 
do. The incident started after a rowdy 
queen refused to leave the popular 
hangout and management called the 
police.

The account of the riot from the 
pride program reads like a description 
of a lot of the social unrest of the 60s: 
“Gays began breaking out every window 
in the place, and as they ran outside to 
escape the breaking glass, the police 

tried to grab them and throw them into 
the paddy wagon, but they found this 
no easy task for gays began hitting 
them “below the belt” and drag-queens 
smashing them in the face with their 
extremely heavy purses. A police car 
had every window broken, a newspaper 
shack outside the cafeteria was burned 
to the ground.”

Though many positive changes 
occurred after the riot, including a better 
relationship with the local police district 
and the establishment of social services 
for the trans community, the incident 
didn’t give birth to the kind of national 
mass movement that followed a similar 
night of rioting in New York’s Greenwich 
Village after cops raided the Stonewall 
bar. Nearly three years after Compton’s, 
the Stonewall Riots were the spark that 
gave birth to the modern gay liberation 
struggle. Literally, overnight, thousands 
of students and others, many from the 
antiwar and other radical movements, 
came pouring out of their closets to 
form the in-your-face organizations 
that eventually replaced the existing 
“homophile” groups.

“Compton’s happened too early,” 
says Stryker. “In 1966, things were just 

starting to bust out all over: The Black 
Panthers, the anti-war movement, the 
kids using psychedelics. Three years 
later, a lot more gay people were 
waiting for their own moment. Stonewall 
happened. A lot more people were 
primed to take advantage of it.” Word 
spread about the rebellion in New York. 
Eventually, the Compton story was 
forgotten.

Inspired by what she read, Stryker 
went on to make a documentary about 
the incident at Compton’s. Co-produced 
with Victor Silverman and Jack Walsh, 
it’s appropriately entitled Screaming 
Queens: The Riot at Compton’s 
Cafeteria. It aired on PBS stations 
nationally in June 2006. An official San 
Francisco city plaque was installed in 
the sidewalk near the site of the riot that 
same summer.

As for the contention that queens 
weren’t the only ones rebelling that 
August night, but that male hustlers 
and lesbians also took part, Stryker 
says, “I say that’s true.” However, 
Stryker wanted to emphasize the role 
queens played because they are often 
“pushed to the margins” in the lgbt 
community, even today. “The escalating 

tensions (at Compton’s) were around 
the mistreatment of transgenders,” she 
said.

The response to the documentary 
has been positive, especially from the 
transgender community. “I was very 
leery in wanting to get involved with 
the East vs. West Coast thing or San 
Francisco did it first,” says Stryker. “I 
didn’t want to present Compton’s as 
trumping Stonewall.”

Tommi Avicolli Mecca is a former 
editor of the Philadelphia Gay News, 
author of Between Little Rock and 
a Hard Place and co-editor of Hey 
Paesan: Writings by Lesbians and Gay 
Men of Italian Descent. He lives in San 
Francisco.

Stonewall Wasn’t the First LGBT Riot

Susan Stryker
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more political will to accomplish that. 
What is your response?

DF: We can’t say where the 
“political will” is right now. This will be 
the first introduction of a civil marriage 
bill - we have never played offensive 
with this legislation. We know there are 
three straight legislators, Sen. Britt and 
Dels. Barnes and Ramirez, who believe 
that ending discrimination in marriage 

is possible, and they are willing to take 
the political risks of sponsoring this 
bill. I would ask people to understand 
that “political will” is fluid. Was there 
political will to pass a transgender-
inclusive hate crimes bill in Maryland? 
Was there political will to pass our Anti-
Discrimination Law in 2001? The very 
people reading this newspaper create 
political will. We believe it’s necessary 
for the people of Maryland and our 
legislature to have a long overdue 
dialogue about the freedom to marry for 
same-sex couples.

What happens if we find out passing 
a marriage bill is within reach and we 
haven’t even engaged in the lobbying 
and grassroots work for this and instead 
pursued an alternative legal mechanism? 
In seven days Sen. President Miller 
went from declaring marriage DOA in 
the legislature to casting it as an “uphill 
climb.” Nine days after some offensive 
comments following the Court of 
Appeals’ decision, Governor O’Malley 
acknowledged in the Post and in the 
Blade the language of the Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection 
Act ensuring religious freedom “probably” 
does take care of his religious objections 
to expanding marriage for same-sex 
couples. We have seen the political will 
change, relatively rapidly, in the New 
York Assembly and Massachusetts 
legislature. We have seen people like 
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders have 
profound changes of heart on this issue. 
If we start out with an alternative legal 
mechanism, we don’t allow for anyone 
in our General Assembly, or for that 
matter, in the electorate, to have a 
“Mayor Sanders’ moment.” 

SC: If we are forced to push for 
civil unions instead of same-sex 
marriage, even though civil unions 
don’t bring the full equality we seek, 
isn’t that preferable to nothing at all?

DF: We must remember that 
these alternative legal mechanisms 
(civil unions, domestic partnerships for 
same-sex couples) have deliberately 
been created both to approximate 
and withhold marriage itself. Real-life 
application of these mechanisms has 
shown that such separate alternatives do 
not provide equal access to the tangible 
and intangible protections, security, 
clarity, and respect that only comes with 
marriage. Starting out the legislative 
process to win marriage by asking for 
an alternative legal mechanism that 
is intended to deliberately withhold 
marriage from same-sex couples does 
not make sense, either politically or 
philosophically. 

SC: If civil unions are eventually 
attained, do you think that it would 
form a strong foundation to proceed 
for marriage equality legislation in 
the future citing that Maryland did 
not fall off the earth following same-
sex partnership recognition?

DF: We have seen no state move 
from an alterative legal mechanism 
for same-sex couples to marriage. 
Although people seem to think it is a 
building block, it is very telling that in 
reality, for the seven states that have 
gone down the non-marriage path, they 
haven’t quite found their way back to the 
marriage path. 

The future is now. There are those 
in power who aren’t willing – yet - to 
be on the right side of history in this 
compelling civil rights struggle. But 
that doesn’t mean our movement must 
become so disheartened that we adhere 
to someone else’s timeline for when we 
can ask be treated equally under the 
law and have the very basic freedom to 
marry so many take for granted. . 

SC: Equality Maryland has 
been aggressively stepping up its 
fundraising initiatives this year, and 
following the ruling, you had referred 
to the latest fundraising drive as an 
“emergency.” Can you tell me how 
the extra resources will be applied 
towards achieving your legislative 
goals?

DF: Igniting and fostering the 
“political will” we discussed earlier takes 
a serious organizational infrastructure. 
As I mentioned, we are currently 
doing an aggressive, door-to-door 
campaign to identify supporters in key 
legislative districts, we have expanded 
our political/field staff in 2007, we have 
produced and distributed thousands 
of Civil Marriage is a Civil Right yard 
signs and bumper stickers to raise 
public awareness, and we have several 
lobbyists who we contract with to help 
EQMD staff change the hearts and 
minds of legislators. And there are so 
many vital things we COULD be doing 

with additional resources – polling, field 
organizers in different parts of the state, 
a dedicated clergy organizer, and staff to 
help create more movement on the local 
level. I could go on and on! The bottom 
line is this - the extent to which we can 
continue to change the hearts and minds 
of Marylanders and legislators, not just 
on marriage, but on transgender issues, 
safe school issues, HIV/AIDS issues, 
depends on Equality Maryland’s raising 
money to keep doing its work. 

SC: The annual Equality Maryland 
Jazz Brunch is coming up on October 
28. Aside from the fundraising aspects 
of this event, how important is it for 
the lgbt community to participate?

DF: There are a number of reasons 
to join us at the Jazz Brunch beyond just 
financially supporting EQMD (which of 
course is always welcome!). This event 
is a key show of our community and 
our allies’ strength. Several legislators 
who have not committed to support the 
Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage 
Protection Act will be there. U.S. Rep. 
and civil rights icon John Lewis is one 
of the most powerful and moving public 
speakers I have encountered and 
hearing him alone is worth the ticket 
price. We are pleased that U.S. Rep. 
Barney Frank and HRC leaders Joe 
Solmonese, Tim McFeeley and Elizabeth 
Birch are joining EQMD to honor Vic 
Basile for his outstanding leadership on 
lgbt issues for decades. 

SC: What else can the lgbt 
community do to help Equality 
Maryland help the cause?

DF: (1) Please make sure you are a 
member or renew your membership! We 
are only as powerful as our members. 
(2) Stay abreast of the latest EQMD 
news by signing up for our E-mail alerts. 
And (3) Please learn more about your 
legislators and develop a relationship 
with them. 

It doesn’t matter if you start small 
with just a personal e-mail. That matters 
– a lot. To that end, mark you calendar 
for Monday, February 11th so you can 
join us for our annual Lobby Day in 
Annapolis. And most importantly, start 
talking! Talk to your neighbors, friends, 
co-workers and family about the issues 
important to EQMD and our community. 
If you are straight, talk about why you 
support ending discrimination against 
transgender individuals, offering equal 
benefits to employees and the freedom 
to marry. If you are LGBT talk about 
how these issues directly affect you. If 
we don’t share our stories, we cannot 
expect to have more “Mayor Sanders’ 
moments.” 

Dan Furmansky
Continued from page 4
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These  news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on line 
version of various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications 
for allowing  us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been 
significantly edited and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned 
following the item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

Inquiry sought in death of lesbian soldier in 
Afghanistan

Quincy, MA - Ciara Durkin, a 30-year-old member of the National Guard from 
Quincy who was shot in the head and killed at Bagram Airbase in Afghanistan 
Sept. 28, was an active member of Boston’s lgbt community, according to family 

members and her former employer, 
Fenway Community Health Center. The 
circumstances that led to Durkin’s death are 
still unknown, and her brother Pierce Durkin 
told Bay Windows the family is still awaiting 
the outcome of the Army investigation into 
her death. Ciara was serving in Afghanistan 
as part of a finance unit and was not involved 
in combat. The family has asked the Army 
for permission to have an independent 
autopsy done on her body. 

Pierce, who is clerk of the Boston Pride 
board of directors, said his sister was a 
tireless volunteer over the years on the Pride 
Committee. In 2005, she was instrumental 

in helping launch the Jamaica Plain women’s block party, which has become a 
staple of the Pride celebration. Beyond her willingness to work for her community 
he said the qualities that most stood out about his sister were her selflessness and 
her generosity.

As of now Pierce said the family has very little information about his sister’s 
death, and they have had difficulty getting information about the circumstances 
of her death. The family is particularly concerned because Ciara told them this 
past summer that she had reason to fear for her safety. “Back in June she did 
communicate to the family that she had some concerns about her safety and that 
if anything were to happen we were to investigate it,” said Pierce. She was not out 
to the Guard. “She was very aware of the ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ policies and she 
was protecting herself in that light,” said Pierce. (Bay Windows - Ethan Jacobs at 
baywindows.com)

ACLU says Sen. Craig’s arrest unconstitutional
New York City. NY - The American Civil Liberties Union says that Sen. Larry 

Craig should have been allowed to withdraw his guilty 
plea because “the secret sting operation used to 
arrest him was likely unconstitutional.” The ACLU had 
submitted a friend-of-the-court brief to the Minnesota 
District Court that last week denied Craig’s Motion to 
withdraw his guilty plea. Craig was arrested June 11 
by a Minneapolis airport police officer in a bathroom 
sex sting. The Idaho Republican pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct, and has since said 
that his guilty plea was a mistake.

“The real motive behind secret sting operations like 
the one that resulted in Senator Craig’s arrest is not to 
stop people from inappropriate activity. It is to make 
as many arrests as possible – arrests that sometimes 
unconstitutionally trap innocent people,” said Anthony 
Romero, Executive Director of the ACLU. “If the police 
really want to stop people from having sex in public bathrooms, they should put 
up a sign banning sex in the restroom and send in a uniformed officer to patrol 

periodically. That works.” In its brief, the ACLU argued that the government can 
arrest people for soliciting public sex only if it can show beyond doubt that the sex 
was to occur in public. Solicitation for private sex, regardless if it occurs in a bar or 
a restroom, is protected speech under the First Amendment. 

Romero noted that many law enforcement agencies, including the Minneapolis 
Police Department and the U.S. Department of Justice, recommend signs rather 
than secret sting operations. “Senator Craig has not always been a great friend of 
civil liberties, but you shouldn’t have to endorse the civil liberties of others to keep 
your own,” said Romero. (365Gay.com)

Court says same-sex couples must be recognized
Bogota, Colombia - Colombia’s highest court has ordered the government 

to provide same-sex couples with the same 
rights as married opposite-sex couples. 
The Constitutional Court did not go so far 
as ordering the government to legalize gay 
marriage, or offer pension or inheritance 
rights, but it must provide the same health 
benefits as married couples have the court 
ruled on Friday. Lgbt rights groups said they 
will file another lawsuit to gain pension and 
inheritance rights. Last year the court ruled 
that partners in same-sex relationships must 
have property rights. 

In June Colombia’s Congress passed a 
law that would create domestic partnerships, 
but opposition senators at the last minute scuttled the bill. Under the legislation 
same-sex couples would have been able to register as partners. They would have 
to have lived together for more than two years and be of legal age. In return they 
would have received the same social security and inheritance rights as married 
couples. President Alvaro Uribe had said he would sign the bill into law. Supporters 
of the bill had tried four times since 1999 to pass the legislation, but each time it 
failed after opposition from the Roman Catholic Church. (365Gay.com)

Man says Rehoboth Beach police entrapped him
Rehoboth Beach, DE - An Arlington, Va., man arrested in a Rehoboth Beach 

sex sting recently had charges against him dropped and is claiming that the 
Rehoboth Beach police department 
engaged in a biased and unlawful 
sting operation against gays. George 
Figliozzi, 46, was arrested early July 21 
for soliciting an undercover officer and 
was charged with disorderly conduct. 
According to Rehoboth Beach police 
records, undercover officers arrested 
close to a dozen men during the month 
of July for offenses ranging from lewd 
behavior and unlawful sexual contact 
to solicitation. At a hearing Sept. 22 
at the Rehoboth Beach Alderman’s 

Court, Judge Michael DeFiore dismissed charges against Figliozzi because the 
office had filed the wrong charge.

Figliozzi, along with some Rehoboth Beach businesses and residents, called 
the operation entrapment and said the police department was unjustly targeting the 
gay community. He said that on the night he was arrested, he was cruising like most 
on the boardwalk at that time of night when a young man on a bench made eye 
contact and initiated a conversation with him. “He said, ‘I’m looking for a hook-up’ 
and those were his exact words to me,” Figliozzi said. “Telling me he was looking 
for a sexual encounter. He agreed to go home with me.”

Figliozzi said that he got a copy of the police report filed by the officer about his 
arrest at his hearing and was shocked at what it alleged took place, calling it fiction. 
“Throughout the entire police report, it’s nothing like what really happened. In court, 
[the officer] actually perjured himself three different times that I heard,” Figliozzi 
alleged.  He said he is looking into pursuing perjury charges against the officer, but 
has yet to find a lawyer or file a complaint. (Philadelphia Gay News - Larry Nichols 
at epgn.com.)

Ciara Durkin

Sen. Larry Craig

President Alvaro Uribe
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After many years of discussion, my 
partner Bob and I finally took our first 
cruise. We decided at this point that we 
would eschew the gay cruises and go 
on a short non-gay one. This way we 
could determine whether or not cruising 
is for us.

We asked one of OUTloud’s loyal 
advertisers, Cruise Planners (see related 
article), to plan our cruise and book us, 
which they did efficiently and expertly. The 
outstanding cruise by Royal Caribbean 
included Nassau and Coco Cay in the 
Bahamas as well as Key West, with the 

ship departing out of Miami. It occurred 
September 24-28—just long enough to 
get a fair assessment.

We weren’t sure how gays or 
lesbians would be received or even 
noticed by the other 2,400 passengers 
on board. All we wanted to do is relax 
and enjoy ourselves and put on the 
shelf, albeit temporarily, the major 
disappointment from the Maryland 
Court of Appeals decision on marriage 
equality. The last thing on our agenda, 
though, was to make a statement of any 
kind. At least that was the plan.

Although we believe we aren’t 
“obviously gay” to most people, let’s be 
honest: two middle-aged guys traveling 
on a cruise together are gay. There is no 
getting around that. Business partners 
don’t take cruises with one another 
without any spouses. The same for two 
male neighbors or work colleagues. Two 

Cruising Towards Equality
or more women on a cruise, however, 
wouldn’t even merit an inquisitive glance. 
But a pair of guys though? Definitely.

Most had to at least suspect we 
were gay. That’s fine with us. There 
were passengers who hailed from 53 
foreign countries and most of the U.S. 
As such, there is always the possibility 
that there would be frowning towards 
male couples since broad acceptance 
isn’t there just yet. Although we were 
seen together virtually everywhere, and 
we had asked straight people to snap 
pictures of us with our camera, there 

was no noticeable negative reaction. 
Fortunately for us, there was a 

group of about 60 gay men and lesbians 
(mostly men) on board as passengers. 
We surmised they were gay because as 
they boarded the first day, they all wore 
rainbow leis. How perceptive are we!

I approached one of them later on 
and asked if they were part of a particular 
group, and he told me that a gay bar in 
Naples, Florida arranged for these folks 
to go on the cruise. He concluded Bob 
and I were gay because two middle 
aged men on a cruise together…. 

At least there were people we could 
relate to on board, which eased any 
tension incurred by trying to mix with 
an overwhelming herd of heterosexual 
passengers. Aside from those 60 and 
ourselves, we identified a potential 
4 additional couples on the ship 
(passengers), so let’s say there were 

70 gays and lesbians out of the 2,400. 
That comes to about 3 percent of the 
passengers, a very tiny minority. The crew 
and entertainers—that’s another story!

So it seemed like things would be 
more fun than we had anticipated with 
the presence of gay brothers and sisters 
on board a straight cruise. There was 
definitely a comfort zone. But we didn’t 
expect what would happen later that first 
night as the ship set sail.

It was 70’s Disco Night in the 
Spectrum club on the eighth deck. 
After dinner and a few losing rounds 
in the casino, Bob and I wandered 
into the Spectrum mainly to hear the 
music among the couple of hundred 
passengers sitting on cushioned chairs 
around tables. One nostalgic disco hit 
after another was played by the DJ as 
the couples danced to the blinking lights 
and musical beats of the disco era.

Then it happened. Maybe I am 
naïve, but whoa! A pair of guys from 
the Naples contingent jumped onto the 
dance floor and started shakin’ their 
booty’s to KC and the Sunshine Band’s 
“Shake Your Booty.” Then another gay 
couple joined them. And another. All of 
a sudden, a gay contingent was dancing 
among the straight couples. 

It was so euphoric. Bob and I wasted 
no time in getting on the floor and 

Booking the Cruise
An OUTloud advertiser, Cruise 

Planners, identified, planned and 
booked the cruise referred to in my 
column. They were patient beyond 
belief and answered a plethora of 
questions, which is common among 
first-time cruisers. 

Paula Belletiere and her son, Paul, 
operate a Cruise Planners franchise 
from Glen Burnie. They did a magnificent 
job of providing information, working 
within the customers’ budget, booking 
a great cruise at discount rates and 
handling related travel arrangements. 

I truly recommend this company and 
will undoubtedly call on them for future 
cruises. They seem particularly adept at 
working with first-time cruisers. Currently, 
the Belletiere’s are in the midst of getting 
a group together for an Alaska cruise in 
July, which we are considering.

Cruise Planners benefits from 
their national network and coordinates 
with all the major cruise lines. They 
also book gay cruises. For more 
information, you can call either Paula 
or Paul Belletiere at 410-761-3554 or 
toll-free at 866-801-6829. Their e-mail 
address is pbelletiere@cruiseplanners.
com. Also, check out their website at 
www.BelleCruises.com. –SC 

See OUTspoken next on page 
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Poverty needs far more debate in 
this country. It may be a sign of our times. 
Consideration for a person’s position is 
joked with or made fodder too easily. 
This sort of action is tolerated as levels 
of compassion have fallen deeply. The 
two parts of this essay are offered as if 
in a simile. When it comes to experience 
as it mirrors our own existence, poverty 
has other imaginable sides. How one 
works through it and survives it are other 
relevant issues.

Continuing with the subject of 
poverty, Part Two of this series focuses 
on the research of Princeton University 
professor K.S. Newman and V. Chen, 
authors of  “The Missing Class: Portraits 
of the Near Poor in America”.  This book 
offers new accuracy about impoverished 
households within the United States, 
defining that many individuals go 
uncounted by census data. What is 
missing is how we address this and how 
we work closely with the issue of poverty. 
I like to think that part of the reason 
for this comes from our indifference to 
poverty. How we address this suffering 
and shame is our responsibility. We do 
not need to look far to find indicators 
that alert us to poverty. I suspect that 
this is a core reason for why men and 
women exhibit understandably peculiar 
actions around beings with a little less 
to hide. This is a very sensitive topic 
for me. Protest, has so often found its 
way with me since friends and loves 
have needed more than I could give 
financially at times. I am not so sure that 
they would not have survived if certain 
options and choices, mixed with a little 
love, had been there to help.

Dr. Newman explains how “a 
missing class” of people have until now 
failed detection.  Within a work cycle, 
individuals within specific economic 
range within the labor force were not 
uniformly aligned assisting the data 
along the lines of race and class. What is 
included in Dr. Newman’s interest is the 
identification of those that are on welfare, 
social security, or, is a recipient of the GI 
Bill. What is missing is how we address 
this and how we work closely with the 
issue of impoverishment. Poverty does 
not support the gap whereby those in 
our midst will be further stigmatized or 

branded. Such a statement is important 
in the present climate. I am not so sure 
that impoverished citizen would not have 
survived if certain options and choices 
had been there to help.

She cites government cutbacks that 
ultimately hurt the working poor as she 
particularizes useful method that might 
relieve sorrow, individual service, and 
the involved citizen. Studies involving 
public affairs tell us what is happening 
with others and how their lives affect 
us. Public assistance is affected by 
government cutbacks. We compare 
this data against recent years for future 
assessment.  As to Dr. Newman’s other 
point, on the surface it might appear 
that we do not seem alarmed by the 
topic.  We must accept that poverty is 
increasing. My research must ask why 
do ideal work structures not exist for 
the working class poor? “Where Are 
the People’s Enemies” is offered as a 
course for dialog using the working poor 
as a class. It suggests that as a nation 
we could do better and that our powerful 
appear to have succumbed to decay 
throughout decades. By using the word 
enemy, those that struggle to gain an 
even meager quality of living must work 
to defend their own autonomy against 
belligerent employers and an arrogant 
governing body. 

Do we see an irresponsible 
government and should there be 
challenges concerning its role? We may 
need to take a long look at what basic life 
is overall. The decision-makers’ interest 
has shifted towards self-interest in latter 
decades. Papers write more and more 

Our communities are many and varied, exemplifying the diversity that gives 
it flavor and makes it great. Read, expand, and explore the genius of Reschar 
Isom in the last of this 2 part series.

Where Are the People’s Enemies?  Pt. 2

Reschar Isom

about government waste, cheap and 
inept exhibitions of self-scrutiny, and 
an escape from any critical intelligence 
with these issues. We have seen some 
of the irony in the rulings that should go 
against these decision-makers. Rarely, 
do we hear of a sentence against 
them on behalf of the citizen and the 
citizen’s money. Does mis-appropriate 
behavior go unchecked among officials 
and powerful-dominant entities? How 
important is this to the working poor and 
their basic needs?

Perhaps we should move away from 
some of the appeasement about being 
the great nation. Better time may be 
spent on who are working for us with the 
laws that define our rights. By building 
up our unions and dismissing fantasy 
about “being” an American we may come 
closer to something being discussed 
here. This unit has allowed corruption, 
taxation and mismanagement, municipal 
theft through fuel with no oversight from 
higher authority, failing unions further 
breakdown, fleeing jobs, and police 
brutality inside and outside Black and 
minority communities. Suspiciously, 
these examples advance themselves in 
light of very calm faces in Washington.

 The poor have been put down. 
There exists with them a more unique 
awareness about human rights. They 
know the difference in appeasement 
and their actually being able to exercise 
these rights. They are not stimulated by 
that poetic sort of reciting that politician 
are using. Their sobriety will help them to 
defend their existence. Duty bound and 
on a mission from their world, and hand 
to mouth, they watch for any suspecting 
attempt using mental derailment or 
possible deception when it comes to 
the underrepresented group. Mental 
derailment means that someone uses 
forms of soothing just to move you from 
your thought or space: a football game 
or white smile can do this with some. 
The thought here is that something is 
going on that one is not fully aware of. It 
may be your own robbery. Lastly, 
with Americanisms, it is clear that some 
only boast about being American, rather 
than yield responsibility to humane 
deed. My concern with writing “Where 
Are the People’s Enemy” is to point out 
disturbing hindrances that exist within the 
lives of struggling people economically. I 
use ideal presupposition with a glorified 
government while engaging my thinking 
in the possibilities that things in America 
could be better, do better, and look 
better. This needn’t be ideal. 

dancing to the Bee Gees’ “Stayin Alive” 
and several other classics that followed.

Did the straight couples abandon 
the floor and the room in horror? Did 
they mock us gays while we danced 
together? Did we hear groans or 
catcalls from the spectators? No!

This courageous demonstration 
of pride by the gay couples and 
nonchalance on the part of straight 
crowd was a most welcome surprise. 
We never would have anticipated it.

The next night, prior to a superb 
performance by recording artist Lenny 
Welch in the ship’s main theater, a 
young gay couple who was not part of 
the Naples group, danced to a waltz 
amidst heterosexual couples’ on the 
floor and those watching from their 
seats. At the conclusion of the song, 
they embraced and kissed.

This is huge. The ship contained 
people from all over the country and 
the world with many I suspect of being 
conservative or even religious. But the 
benign reaction to all this same-sex 
dancing was incredible, chilling even. I 
could not imagine that this would have 
occurred twenty years ago.

Maybe this happens on all cruises. 
Maybe it was just this one. Who 
knows? But it’s not a stretch to think 
that this acceptance—both national 
and international—will ultimately lead 
to equality, that we are indeed like 
everybody else. Perhaps cruises will 
lead the way.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog 
is at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com. 

OUTspoken
Continued from previous page
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MAKING YOU FEEL HEALTHY
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL WELCOME.

From routine physicals and on-site specialty
consultations to women’s health and pediatrics,
Chase Brexton Health Services provides a full
spectrum of primary medical care to the gay
and lesbian community in an open, comforting
environment. Call today to discover a place
where leading a healthy lifestyle fits your life.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 

• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

BREX General w columbia  5/11/07  6:04 PM  Page 1

Dear Dr. Eva,
I keep hearing that Lesbians are at 

greater risk for breast cancer. I even get 
mailings from charities asking me for 
money based on that “fact.”  I am in the 
medical field myself and I have never 
seen proof of this. Can you provide it?

Lesbian RN
 

Dear LRN,
October is Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month, a good time to 
discuss this question. There is a 
longstanding, widespread rumor that 
there is an epidemic of breast cancer 
among lesbians. The facts don’t support 
this. While lesbians are at risk for breast 
cancer, their risk seems to be equal, 
and according to some studies, a little 
less, than the risk that all women in this 
society have. It has not been proven 
that women who partner with women 
are diagnosed with breast cancer more 

frequently than heterosexual women 
are. However, it has been shown 
that lesbians have a higher rate than 
average for some of the risk factors 
which increase the risk of breast cancer 
and of other cancers including ovarian, 
colon, and lung cancers. 

Cancer risk factors that have been 
reliably shown to occur at a greater 
rate among women who self-identify as 
lesbians include: giving birth to fewer 
than two children, or giving birth only 
after age 30, being overweight, and 
smoking.

Some researchers have suggested 
that lesbians also have higher rates 
of two additional breast cancer risk 
factors: high-fat diet and alcohol use. 
Other studies contradict this. The best 
conducted study comparing the breast 
cancer risk of lesbians and women in 
general found that the lesbian group had 
an 11% risk of developing breast cancer 

by age 80, which was slightly lower than 
the 13% risk of women in general.

It’s important not to get overly 
focused on risk factors.  Although these 
factors do increase an individual’s risk, 
80% of women with breast cancer do 
not have any identifiable risk factors.

Lesbians also tend to have low 
income and are more likely to be 
uninsured, leading to lower rates of 
mammography and medical exams. 
Also, since lesbians generally do not 
need contraception, they may not have 
regular gynecologic exams and may not 
be referred for mammograms. Women 
who do not have regular exams are 
likely to have breast cancers that are 
more advanced and less survivable at 
diagnosis.

So - there is nothing about just 
being a lesbian that increases the risk 
of breast cancer or any other disease. 
Risk factors have the same meaning for 
lesbians, bisexual women, and straight 
women. A lesbian who (for example) 
smokes, is overweight and has never 
had a full-term pregnancy has the same 
risk as a heterosexual woman with the 

same risk factors. 
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
I read that lesbians are at greater 

risk for breast cancer. Does that mean 
that the genes which cause breast 
cancer are linked to the genes that 
cause lesbianism?

Sure It’s Genetic

Dear SIT,
Thanks for a great question. As 

you can see from the answer to the first 
letter, lesbians are not at greater risk 
for breast cancer. And so far, there is 
no known gene that causes lesbianism. 
But if one is discovered, I promise you’ll 
hear about it here first!

Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Acting Chief Medical 
Officer at Chase Brexton Health Services. 
Send your comments and questions to her 
by email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201.

Lesbians and Breast Cancer:  
At Increased Risk? 
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Got Questions?
Send them to: 

publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com
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A Welcoming Congregation With Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

We invite you to join in our mission 
outreach to Baltimore, the United States 
and the world, through the Appalachia 

Service Project, serving a meal monthly to a 
homeless shelter, supporting a soup kitchen 

and supporting  
HIV-AIDS ministry around the world.

We welcome you to worship each Sunday at 
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM

Grace United Methodist Church

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
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Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?
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Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������
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������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

Continued on next pageGOT
NEWS?

Send it to 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com



18   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD October 12, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

Reel 
Affirmations

One In Ten Presents

The Nation’s International 
LGBT Film Festival
October 11–20, 2007
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Denver, the one and only Margaret Cho 
tells me that she will be making out with 
me after our set is done. Here I am, two 
days into meeting her, thinking, yeah, 
she’s been flirting with me but she’s 
a comedian, of course she’s kidding 
around. Low and behold, we finish our 
set and out comes Margaret as she 
announces, “Ladies and gentleman, 
The Cliks!” and literally grabs me by the 
face and proceeds to put her tongue in 
my mouth. That was pretty funny. And 
sexy.

MK: I hope you enjoyed it! Another 
big surprise is that the video for your 
single “Oh Yeah” made it all the way 
to #1 on MTV’s LOGO network.

LS: I think when things like that 
happen, a band is always surprised. 
I mean, it’s what we strive for, but 
it’s always an amazing feeling of 
accomplishment. On top of that, we’re 
a Canadian band and we never thought 
we would have that much impact so soon 

in the United States. So yes, it came as 
a surprise, but a very welcomed one.

MK: You’ve recently returned 
from touring in Europe. Where did 
the band travel to? How did the 
Europeans react to your music?

LS: We began in Germany where 
we hit Hamburg, Koln and Berlin, and I 
fell in love with Berlin. We then went to 
Amsterdam, Paris and did three shows 
in the London area and one in Brighton. 
The reaction was amazing. We went 
there thinking we’re a little band from 
Canada and we don’t even have 
distribution here so not many people 
know of us, but it was awesome to see 
all these people who knew words to our 
songs and came just to see us.

MK: Now that you’re back in 
America, how’re you planning to 
keep the buzz alive about the band?

LS: The only way a rock-and-roll 
band knows how – we offer sex. Ya 
know, the usual.

MK: I wouldn’t call your music 
angry, but I think you’d agree that 
it definitely has an edge, a raw 
frustration to it. Where does that 
come from? And how are you able to 
lay it down on an album?

LS: I’d call it angry! But more like 
angry-passionate, not angry-asshole. I 

think my edge comes from 
a lot of places. I mean, I 
grew up in a really vibrant 
and expressive family 
and when we fought, we 
fought, but there was 
always something under 
that which, to me, was 
an unconditional love that 
allowed you to get it all out 
and then an hour later go 
sit together and be like, 
“Whatchaya doin’?” and 
all was well. That’s how I 
see my songwriting – like 
a big, passionate, angry 
fight with a lot of love in 
it, and that’s how I tend to 

lay down that emotion. It’s just where I 
come from inside.

MK: Of course, The Cliks is 
nontraditional is many ways, but 
most notably because you, Lucas, 
are a transgender male. Do you 
think that that uniqueness gives The 
Cliks an advantage, or is it actually 
something you have to overcome?

LS: The only uniqueness that it 
gives me at this point in time is that I 
happen to be in the eye of the media 
as far as being an out trans person in 
a mainstream rock band. I don’t take 
it as a disadvantage because I’m well 
aware of how much media we have 
received because of it and that’s never 
a bad thing. Everyone has a story, this 
happens to be mine. On the other hand, 
I think that if the music wasn’t there, 

The Cliks Are Back!
Continued from page 1

See The Clicks on page 34
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Queen Elizabeth I (Blanchett) faces 
bloodlust for her throne and familial 
betrayal. Growing keenly aware of the 
changing religious and political tides 
of late 16th century Europe, Elizabeth 
finds her rule openly challenged by the 
Spanish King Philip II (Jordi Molla)--with 
his powerful army and sea-dominating 
armada--determined to restore England 
to Catholicism.  Preparing to go to 
war to defend her empire, Elizabeth 
struggles to balance ancient royal 
duties with an unexpected vulnerability 
in her love for Raleigh (Owen). But he 
remains forbidden for a queen who has 
sworn body and soul to her country. 
Unable and unwilling to pursue her 
love, Elizabeth encourages her favorite 
lady-in-waiting, Bess (Abbie Cornish), 
to befriend Raleigh to keep him near. 
But this strategy forces Elizabeth to 
observe their growing intimacy.  As she 
charts her course abroad, her trusted 
advisor, Sir Francis Walsingham (Rush), 
continues his masterful puppetry of 
Elizabeth’s court at home--and her 
campaign to solidify absolute power. 
Through an intricate spy network, 
Walsingham uncovers an assassination 
plot that could topple the throne. But as 
he unmasks traitors that may include 
Elizabeth’s own cousin Mary Stuart 
(Morton), he unknowingly sets England 
up for destruction. 

It’s been nearly ten years since 
Blanchett first burst onto the scene 
with her performace as Elizabeth I, but 
you’d never know it from her fierce yet 
intimate portrayal of the Virgin Queen.  
While the first film covered Elizabeth’s 
ascendancy to the throne and the 
turmoil her religion (Protestant) caused 
amongst the former queen’s Catholic 
followers, the new film covers another 
chapter in Elizabeth’s life as her cousin, 
Mary Stuart (Queen of Scots), plots 
her assassination so that she, and the 
Catholic church, may regain the throne.  
During this period of time, Spain is the 
most powerful country in the world, and 
it’s king, Philip II, is enraged by the “evil” 
Elizabeth’s treatment of Mary.  Philip is 

waiting for the right opportunity to attack 
England, and Mary’s execution is just 
the ammunition he needs, plunging 
England into a war it can ill-afford to 
lose while faced with the lack of any real 
military power on land or sea.

All of this sounds pretty exciting 
and it is...once you finally get past the 
really slow build-up of the first half of the 
film. The first hour gives us some brief 
glimpses of Mary conspiring against 
Elizabeth and Elizabeth romancing 
Raliegh while keeping him at arm’s 
length.  We also see brief moments of 
Philip, who is portrayed as a total religious 
fanatic, awaiting his moment (and we’re 
also introduced to little Isabela as well).  
My complaint with the film is that this 
first half is so slow with relatively little 
in action that it almost put me to sleep!  
I felt myself dozing a couple of times, 
but once the assassination plot comes 
to light, director Kapur kicks things up a 
notch and the film finally begins to get 
really interesting.  Unfortunately, the 
discovery of the plot, the accusation 
against Mary, Elizabeth’s turmoil in 
deciding her cousin’s fate, and the 
execution fly by giving us little chance to 
comprehend what really happened.

For my money, I would have liked 
to see more of Stuart (a remarkable 
performance by Samantha Morton), 
more of her plotting and more of what 
happened once it was revealed she was 
the architect of the plot against Elizabeth 
and how that led to the war with Spain 
instead of just getting the Cliffs Notes 
version. The inclusion of Raleigh, as 
the Queen’s Favourite, really has no 
historical importance to the story being 
told because the actual events are 
placed in a different historical context in 
the film and I can’t find any information 
acknowledging Raleigh’s participation in 
the war with Spain. Plus, he and the Earl 
of Essex were competing for Elizabeth’s 
attentions at about the same time, and 
Essex is nowhere to be found in the film 
(I’m no historian, but I did feel it was 
important to do a little research to see 
how accurate the film was)!  This first 
half quibbling aside, the second half is 
full of excitement and intrigue as Spain 
gears up for war and Elizabeth realizes 
the mistakes she and Walsingham made 
by having Mary executed.  There is a 

thrilling moment when Elizabeth armors 
herself and rides out to speak to the 
people about defending their country 
together, and the battle in the raging 
sea is brilliantly realized, but Kapur 
kills some of the momentum by posing 
Blanchett and madly rolling the camera 
around her in a circle for no apparent 
reason.

Blanchett, again, is stunning as 
Elizabeth and should see another Oscar 
nomination for this role come her way 
(perhaps the Academy will right their 
wrong from the first time when they 
gave the award to Gwyneth Paltrow 
for “Shakespeare in Love”).  She goes 
through an amazing arsenal of wigs and 
gowns and frilly collars (the costumers 
and hair and makeup people will certainly 
be nominated), but her performance 
is always powerful.  Blanchett simply 
dominates the screen. 

Rush, also returning from the first 
film, unfortunately doesn’t have much to 
do. He shows up in a scene, says a line 
or two (sometimes he says nothing) and 
he’s gone. There’s a moment when the 
plot is uncovered, his brother tries to kill 
him, and then Walsingham shows mercy 

on his brother and sends him to France 
but none of this is very well developed 
and seem unimportant to the bigger 
story.  Owen is dashing as Raleigh, but 
again, his character really adds nothing 
to the plot without Essex (the two vying 
for the queen’s attentions while she is 
embroiled in the affairs of state would 
have been much more interesting). 
Morton is terrific and it would have been 
great to see more of Mary’s plotting and 
scheming, but she just becomes a plot 
device that gets us to the war.  The film 
is handsomely filmed with lush colors, 
the costumes are gorgeous and the 
sets have an authentic feel to them. 
“Elizabeth: The Golden Age” is not quite 
as good as the first film, but it’s not a bad 
film either.  The second half certainly 
makes up for the first half and it’s almost 
enough to forget the tedium that had set 
in.  If you’re a real history buff, you may 
find some of the film’s “facts” a bit hard 
to swallow.  However ,if you’re a fan of 
the first film, of Blanchett, or historical 
epics, then you really won’t want to miss 
this.

Rated PG-13 for violence, some 
sexuality and nudity.

All Hail the Queen
Elizabeth: The Golden Age (PG-13)
Cast: Cate Blanchett; Geoffrey Rush; 
Clive Owen; Samantha Morton
Director: Shekar Kapur
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By Ben Ryland

Bill LaVorgna, Musical Director

proceeds benefit

Education, Services, 
Supports and Employment 
for People with Disabilities.

Reserved General Admission Tickets: $50 and $75 

Call The Meyerhoff Ticket Office: 410.783.8000
or all Ticketmaster Locations.

Tickets are subject to handling fees and service charges.  No exchanges or refunds.

Media Sponsors: WMAR, WLIF, The Examiner, The Daily Record

Saturday, October 27, 2007 · 7:30pm
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Honorable Francis X. Kelly
& The Kelly Family

2007 Chimes Hall Of Fame  
honoring

It’s is no wonder why Disney’s High 
School Musical, has taken over the world. 
Its pedigree is a 30-year phenomenon 
called GREASE. They are very similar 
in execution even to the point where the 
incredible popularity of both took their 
creators by surprise if decades apart.

Winters Lane Productions 
in residence at CCBC 
Catonsville has secured 
the rights for the first big 
stage production in our area 
preceding the national tour at 
the Hippodrome next spring 
and the forthcoming HSM on 
Ice due shortly at the arena. 
It’s not art it’s entertainment 
commerce at its best which 
Disney is the master; CD’s, 
DVD’s, books, web pages plus 
the live shows = $

But HSM is a sweet and 
innocent version of GREASE, 
no raunchy dialog, no sex, just 
puppy love and a kiss almost 
lost during the over-the-top 
finale. Gabriella transfers to 
East High after a brief vacation 
crush with the ‘Wildcats’ basketball 
star Troy. She tries hard to fit in but 
the school has a class system of the 
brainy, the jocks and the drama geeks. 
To win Gabriella’s heart Troy auditions 
for the male lead of ‘Juliet and Romeo: 
The Musical’ since she is a shoo-in as 
Juliet. The plot of the show is so close 
to GREASE it’s scary, even the set is an 
exact replica of the original stage show 
in the 1970s.

It becomes boy meets girl, boy 
loses girl, boy gets girl back by the 
end even with the efforts of the clean-
cut bad girl who wants Troy for herself. 
Jennie Marie Beck and Chris Rudy have 
sweet voices and good stage presence 
that does separate then from the large 
ensemble. As the ‘bad girl’ thespian 
Sharpay Joanna Chilcoat chews the 
scenery effectively in a totally opposite 
role than she played in the film, CAMP 
several years ago.

The dialog is predictably bad 
instead of sincere and unfortunately 
most of the show is humorless; getting 
an F for sincerity. The real find is Jesse 
Carrey-Beaver (I hope he changes that 

name for his careers sake) who creates 
more humor than is in the script. He 
is a talented comedic actor playing 
Sharpay’s co-hort who is also her twin 
brother.

Jason M. Kimmell has done a good 
job keeping the action moving and 

helping the kids 
create their characters. It is a large 

ensemble cast of kids with a couple of 
teachers thrown in the mix and Kimmell 
may have created the best ensemble 
dancing in a large scale production this 
year. Those kids have it down (probably 
after many hours of rehearsal) and 
it shows. Energetic, explosive and 
perfectly synchronized- Bravo!

The orchestra is overpowering (let 
the kids sell the songs) but the tunes 
themselves are merely serviceable and 
not in the least bit memorable- also 
much like GREASE. Maybe repetition 
will help them become better known 
if HSM survives the decades too, but 
don’t count it that.

Winters Lane Productions at CCBC 
Catonsville on Rolling Road.

Now through October 21.  
Tickets: 410-780-6369 or www.

winterslaneproductions.org.

After grossing over one-hundred 
million dollars at movie box office’s 
around the world

Hairspray is back on stage at the 
Hippodrome for a special one-week 
engagement beginning Tuesday. This 
is the second visit at our premiere 
theatre plus the Mechanic hosted the 
premiere of the national tour several 
seasons ago.

Set in the 1960’s, the story is about 
Baltimore’s Tracy Turnblad. Her life’s 
ambition is to be on the local teen dance 
program, ‘The Corny Collins Show,’ fall 
in love with heartthrob Link Larkin and 
integrate the TV show. It’s a big agenda 
but Tracy is a big girl with big hair and 
an even bigger heart.

Winner of eight Tony awards 
including best score the show 
welcomes you to the 60’s with witty and 
infectious songs by Scott Wittman and 
Marc Shaman who gave his partner a 
full-on kiss on stage upon winning that 
was witnessed by a live international 
television audience. Hairspray  is just 
like its creators- a fun, lively tuneful 

experience that will have you leaving 
the Hippodrome dancing and singing 
its tunes.

Hairspray  -  at the Hippodrome 
Theatre, 12 N. Eutaw Street.

One Week Only!  October 16-21
Tickets: at the Box office or www.

broadwayacrossamerica.com (click- 
Baltimore).

High School Musical 
Comes to Town

Hairspray is Back at the 
Hippodrome
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.

FULL SERVICE SALON

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846

www.blackroseimaging.com

Alec-Edwards Salon
F U L L  S E R V I C E  S A L O N

Hair Care • Skin Care • Massage

(410) 279-7218
http://alecedwardssalon.googlepages.com
Visa/Mastercard accepted

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING

See Film on page 34

FAMILY MEDICINE

Samuel J. Westrick,  MD

(410) 243-5544

Serving Baltimore’s LGBTG Community 
with Pride for Over 22 Years

“Family” Medicine

HIV Specialist

WE HAVE FLU SHOTS! 
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By JeffRey Clagett

On the evening of 
October 24th , Pansy 
Division, a totally 
queer punk band from 
San Francisco will be 
opening for yet another 
groundbreaking band, 
The Avengers at the Lo Fi 
Social Club. I have only 
seen the four man Pansy 
Division once and they 
left an indelible mark on 
my perceptions regarding 
traditional gay music and 
gay rock and rollers. 
Some may think the two 
do not mix but I firmly 
believe music defies 
race, gender, or sexual 
orientation. I left their 
show feeling empowered 
and wished them the best. 
Having formed in 1991 I’d 
say they are keeping the 
jams moving.

Band members Jon 
Gigoli and Chris Freeman 
made a statement in one 
of the bands biographies 
that really sticks out from 
my own experience. Straight bands did 
not want a gay member and gay bands 
did not want to play rock and roll. Hence 
Pansy Division was born.

The Avengers, another band 
from San Francisco, are a rough and 
tough punk band fronted by Penelope 
Houston. Never one to shy away from 
political issues through  personal 
statements or through her lyrics and 
energetic punk delivery she does not 
hold back. She also performs solo 

A Night of Queer 
Rock & Roll

and her music is rather folksy. The two 
genres do not mix and what you will 
see that night is guaranteed to not put 
you to sleep but rather blow you away. 
Political correctness must be left at the 
door! There are two local bands on the 
bill opening the show, Lovers and Killers 
and In Every Room. The Lo Fi Social 
Club is located at 1825 North Charles 
Street. (410) 528-0007.

By JeffRey Clagett

Some time ago I wrote a review 
about a wacky rock band called the 
Fleshtones. Well, kiddies they love 
touring so much they are coming back 
to give us more fever and give those 
who’d have liked to see them a second 
chance. They will also be playing the 

Lo Fi Social Club on Halloween night. 
If you’re not into the same old same old 
on Halloween and would like a change 
of pace consider checking these guys 
out. Everyday is Halloween with the 
Fleshtones. The Lo Fi Social Club is 
located at 1825 North Charles Street. 
(410) 528-0007. 

Back to Baltimore
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the rowan tree

baltimore’s foremost
diverse lounge 

1633 S. CHARLES STREET – FEDERAL HILL – BALTIMORE
410-468-0550

WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET

 Private Game Room 

 Never a dull moment and hosts a variety of theme 
parties and charitable events each month  

(simply visit our website).

 OFF STREET PARKING with advance notice

 Our lounge is also available for private affairs 
and commitment ceremonies

 Karaoke... one of the best in Baltimore  
every Saturday Evening

THE ROWAN TREE IS MANAGED BY RZR RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR & ASSOC.

By Meredith Moise

How do you describe the color 
and the flavor of a moment? Gray the 
Poet has made it an art form. With vivid 
wordplay, she gives voice to the space 
between the lines....the space between 
thoughts. Her spoken word performances 
are a combination of confession and 
celebration, releasing and receiving. 
With her CD, On Second Thought, Gray 
brings audio connoisseurs into her world 
of betrayal and redemption.

OUTLoud: What is the name of 
you CD? Why? 

Gray: On Second Thought  - A lot 
of my poetry pertains to activism and 
I mention my struggles of being in the 
Military and getting out, it also represents 
my maturity and knowledge of self.

OUTLoud: What is the Black 
lesbian arts scene like? Would you 
say that the Black lgbt art scene is 
segregated along gender lines?

Gray:  The scene is under rated, 
Not so much segregated, but where 
ever you perform, your work is going to 
appeal to people who can relate more 
so than people who can’t.

OUTLoud: Who are your 
inspirations?

Gray: People inspire me in their 
simplest form West African culture, 
Black American culture, the ghetto’s of 
NC, the blue light district of Baltimore 
City.

Pablo Picasso said, “Inspiration 
doesn’t exists, but it must find you 
working.”

OUTLoud: Your poetry paints a 
vivid and candid portrait of your life. 
How can your story help others? 
What insights do you hope to 
convey through your words?

Grey: Anything is possible!!! I got 
out of the military three years early, 
honorably under homosexual admission. 
That’s almost unheard of. 

In hope my story helps others 
to have the courage to get out of any 
unhappy situation. 

Through my words I try to show that 
heartfelt messages can be humorous…
lighten up because shit isn’t that 
serious!

OUTLoud: As a spoken word 
artist, how do your words translate 
from paper to performance? What do 
you hope people pick up with your 
performances that they may not pick 
up while reading your work?

Gray: The spirit behind it. I feel 

the words on stage and it’s almost 
euphoric.

I hope they catch my passion and 
the reason I spit, My most memorable 
experience was when a seemingly 
normal young lady came up to me after 
one of my performances and she signed  
“I cant hear you, but I can feel you” I 
know that people listen and I give all 
praises I.N.R.I when they are moved.

OUTLoud: In your work, you talk 
about your coming out process and 
for many people, especially people of 
African descent, that is still an issue. 
What are some of the most effective 
ways you have used to come out to 
family and/or friends?

Gray: Most homosexuals I’ve met, 
have kind hearts and wonderful spirits, 
my mother said…never love somebody 
more than they love you. I was blessed 
to have a loving a supportive group of 
friends and family. They knew when it 
was beyond the tomboy stage.

OUTLoud: Where can people 
find your work and where are you 
performing?

Gray: www.thegrayexperience.
com, www.myspace.com/ohsogray. All 
over Baltimore right now catch me at the 
5 Seasons any given Wednesday.

Taking Mental Notes: Gray’s “On 
Second Thought” Strikes A Cord
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“Oklahoma Wins!” screamed the 
headline of The Dallas Morning News 
on Sunday, October 7 and although it 
was a reference to the Texas-Oklahoma 
game played Saturday afternoon in 
the Cotton Bowl; it could have just as 
easily been a report on Saturday night’s 
International LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 
2007 Contest. 

In front of approximately 200 leather 
folk in the Crowne Plaza Dallas Market 
Center ballroom, Olivier Pratt (South 
Central LeatherSIR 2007) and Sparky 
(South Central Leatherboy 2007) of 
Oklahoma were sashed International 
LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 2007 from a 
group of eleven LeatherSIR and ten 
Leatherboy contestants. This year’s 1st 
runner-ups were Kerry Ellison (Great 
Plains LeatherSIR 2007) and boy doug 
(Great Lakes Leatherboy 2007). The 
selection of a runner-up has been very 
important in the past few years due to 
titleholders being unable to complete 
their year. 

Our local community was well represented by Eric Samuelson (Mid-
Atlantic LeatherSIR 2007) and Luke 
Emel (Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2007). 
The audience particularly enjoyed Eric 
and Luke’s on stage fantasy which 
included bondage and hot wax. Sir Steve 
(Mr. Maryland Leather 2007) was a little 
disappointed that they didn’t use the 
paddle he had loaned them, however, 
I explained that I had overheard that 
there was a strict rule about no wood on 
stage.   

The judges for this year’s contest 
were Randal J. Kinnear (International 
LeatherSIR 2006), Blackkat (American 
Leatherman 2005), Remi Collette 
(Mr. Leatherman Toronto 2004), Mr. 
Marcus Hernandez (Leather Editor 
for the Bay Area Reporter), Lauren 
Ide (International Ms. Leather 2007), 
Michael Di Mugno (Owner, Spexter 
Leather in Munich, Germany), Benjamin 

Palmer (International Mr. Bootblack 
2006), Rick Storer (Executive Director, 
Leather Archives & Museum), and 
Antoin Strachan (Events Manager, 
Recon.com). The contest also had a 
strong Baltimore connection this year 
with Rik Newton-Treadway as Executive 
Producer. 

This was the second year that the 
contest was held in Dallas and Rik made 
many great improvements from last 
year’s event. I was especially happy to 
see more involvement of the local Dallas 
leather community and enjoyed having 
more of the events (a dinner, basket 
auction, poolside pizza party, etc.) held 
at the host hotel. Doing his best to keep 
the long contest rolling along was the 
premier emcee of the leather community, 
Frank Nowicki (Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
1993) I have known Frank for many 

See Leather Line on page 34
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Fun with The Charm City Kitty Club

Coconuts Cafe

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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Jay’s on Read

The 
Drinkery

SONiA Releases tango
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An unrealistic asking price may 
impede the sale of your home. But 
undermining your profit margin is also 
unwise. Pricing your home accurately 
– especially in the middle of an 
entrenched buyer’s market – is always 
a bit challenging. But if you’re trying 
to sell a house or condo these days, 
intelligent pricing is critical. Those who 
are off the mark by a slight amount may 
wind up off target completely in terms 
of attracting a qualified and interested 
buyer, and those who price their home 
unreasonably high may be shooting 
themselves in the proverbial foot.

Here are four tips for figuring out 
how to price your property, without 
“leaving money on the table” by selling 
yourself short:

Know Your Primary Motive for 
Selling

Understanding why you want 
to sell is the first step, and the most 
important. If you are selling to capture 
capital gains, for example, your strategy 
regarding pricing will be much different 
that if you are selling to move to a 
new job in another city. Those selling 
to avoid imminent financial problems, 
for instance, may need to price their 
house lower – and sacrifice some of 
the proceeds – in order to inspire a 
faster sale. If you don’t need to sell by 

a particular deadline, you can afford 
to price your house at the high end of 
the spectrum and “fish” for a while for 
an interested buyer. After a couple of 
weeks you can adjust your price lower if 
you aren’t attracting enough interest.

Find Out What Buyers are Paying 
for Houses like Yours

To find out what buyers are paying 
for comparable houses, have a Realtor 
print out a market report that shows 
recent sales data for nearby homes with 
similar amenities and square footage. 
Compare the asking prices to the actual 
sales prices, to find out if other sellers 
have been pricing their houses too high. 
Accurate pricing usually reflects a gap of 
no more than 10 percent between what 
is asked and the final price. Study the 
“time on the market” data, to see how 
long it takes houses to sell. If they are 
selling faster than average, it may be 
because they are priced below average. 
If they stay on the market longer than 
normal, it may indicate that they are 
overpriced or need repairs that are not 
discounted from the price. 

Price it Objectively 
When housing prices are falling 

steadily it is easy for sellers to cling to 
a false sense of what their properties 
are really worth. That’s fine if you are 
just testing the waters, but it can be 

counterproductive if you intend to 
sell within a reasonable amount 
of time. Take the average price 
per square foot you gathered from 
your data analysis and multiply 
it by the number of square feet 
in your home to find out what the 
market’s average valuation for your 
house happens to be. Add value for 
extraordinary features like a new 
kitchen, a garage apartment, or 
an oversized lot. Subtract for such 
things as needed repairs or peeling 
paint, less bathrooms than other 
comparable homes, or heating and 
air conditioning systems that will 
soon need to be replaced.

Be Decisive
Decide ahead of time what 

constitutes a reasonable offer to 
purchase. Knowing what your 
bottom line final price is will help 
you make quick, clear decisions 
under pressure. Establish a price 
range that you consider acceptable, 

Four Tips to Help You 
Accurately Price Your 
Home in Today’s Market 

See Price your Home on page 34
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RZR
RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson / Ron Zimmerman
Domestic and Professional Partners for Over

26 Years
For information on our firm and currently offered homes visit our website or join 

our 100% free buyer email service 

Baltimore’s Independently Gay owned and  
Gay Managed Agency for Over (30) Years

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Original Northwood - $219,000
• 3 Bedroom 

• New Kitchen
• Clubroom

Pasadena - $379,000
3 Bedroom • 3 Bath •  Gormet Kitchen
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OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

Residences at Park Avenue II
2204 Park Avenue
Baltimore, MD  21217
www.residencesatparkavenue.com

Team Maryland/
Long & Foster Realtors

James DiGirolamo, Associate Broker
443-506-2598

1 BR units at $149k
2 BR units starting at $179k

Gourmet Kitchens with maple cabinets, • 
granite countertops and all appliances 
included

Washer and Dryer included• 

Luxury bathrooms with ceramic  tile and • 
designer fixtures

Electronic Entry/Security System• 

Walking distance to Druid Hill Park,   • 
MICA, and Bolton Hill

Easy access to I83, Light Rail, MARC   • 
and Amtrak

NO CONDO FEES for one full year!

Affordable
Luxury

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

  3 spacious bedrooms with a
European feel

  Woodburning fireplaces for
those cool fall evenings

  Potential for off-street parking
  Solid stone construction with

double thick walls
  Wood floors throughout add to

the authenticity
  Large fenced lot plus a 

storage shed
  Intimate stone patio for

outdoor enjoyment
  A very unique &

enchanting home!

Stone Mill House in 
Hampden - $280,000

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX First Choice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com

David Ark
Accredited Buyer Representative
(p)410-480-3546  •  (c)410.935.9605
410-461-7600/offi ce
1.800.989.7101 x 3546/toll free
dark@cbmove.com
YourMarylandDreamHomeProvider.com

Join us at 721 Field Street  in historic 
Stone Hill of Hampden. This transformed 1840’s 
stone cottage meets cutting edge design. 
Sequestered on a restful .25 acre professionally 
landscaped lot. All new systems and fixtures. Come 
be dazzled!

NOW’S THE TIME TO BUY * LOTS OF INVENTORY AND GREAT RATES!!

Welcome Home! — Life is Good!!

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Ostrowski/Stokely
Your Real Estate Team!
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Advertise in Baltimore OUTloud’s 
Real Estate Section
Great Deals, Great Results!

410.244.6780 Ext. 2
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

and if you aren’t getting results, be 
prepared to lower your price at strategic 
intervals of time. A good way to plan 
ahead for price adjustments is to create 
benchmark dates on a calendar. If you 
reach a benchmark and have not gotten 
the results you expected, be decisive 
and businesslike – not emotional – 
about changing your price. Be ready to 
recognize if the time is not right for you 
to reach your goals. Trying to sell when 
you aren’t convinced you’re ready to 
can be frustrating and will likely cost you 
more money in the long run. It may be 
better to wait for the market to rebound, 
perhaps leasing your home or taking out 
a home equity loan to tide you over in 
the meantime.

Another important thing to keep in 
mind regarding pricing is that buyers 
and Realtors search the MLS database 

the media wouldn’t be as interested in 
covering the band.

MK: When you’re doing the 
talk-show circuit, is your sexuality 
always a topic of conversation? Is it 
something you like to talk about, or 
something you’d rather not?

LS: Yes, sexuality comes up a lot 
and I personally have absolutely no 
problem in talking about my sexuality. 
I feel really comfortable in who I am 
and never feel strange talking about it. I 

think the discomfort for me comes when 
people want to talk about relationships 
to a point of it bordering on invasive. But 
people in general are pretty cool if you 
ask them to back off a bit.

MK: As a transgender person in 
the spotlight, you’re in a interesting 
position to sort of influence others 
who might have gender-identity 
issues. What kind of feedback do 
you receive from fans regarding this 
issue? How do you respond?

LS: I’ve had amazing feedback from 
fans that do everything just to give their 
support to sharing their own personal 
stories with me, which I love to hear. My 

response is always, fuck yeah! I love 
that there is a new movement of self 
love among the trans community, and I 
want it to keep moving forward in this 
direction.

MK: The last time we met, you 
and the girls were performing at 
Sonar. It was a intimate show, but 
killer. This time you’ll be at the Lo-Fi 
Social Club on Oct. 19. What do you 
have planned?

LS: You’ll just have to wait and see 
won’t you, honey!

MK: I guess I will. Last question: 
Your latest album “Snakehouse” 
dropped earlier this year and you’re 
still releasing singles from the disc, 
but when can your fans expect the 

next album? Are The Cliks back in 
the studio?

LS: We will be touring to support 
this album for a while. It’s only been out 
since the end of April. I’m always working 
on new material and have written quiet 
a number of songs in the last little while 
but I can’t see us getting back into the 
studio until mid to late next year. If I had 
it my way, I’d be in the studio everyday, 
but we have a lot more people to reach 
and I think that’s the goal right now – 
world domination!

Michael A. Knipp is a Baltimore-
based freelancer and the founder of 
Line/Byline Communications. He can be 
reached at michael.knipp@gmail.com.

using specific price parameters. If you 
aren’t within their search range they 
won’t even know your house is on the 
market. For example, if you hope to 
attract buyers who are shopping for 
homes within the $250,000 - $300,000 
range but your home is priced at 
$315,000, you may be pricing yourself 
out of your target market. Similarly, if 
you are asking $300,000 for your home 
you may be connecting with a whole 
pool of buyers that wouldn’t find you if 
you were priced at $301,000, because 
they are only searching up to the round 
number price of $300,000.

To save time, money, and effort 
when buying or selling real estate, visit 
www.GayRealEstate.com and www.
GayMortgageLoans.com. Or call toll 
free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). They 
are dedicated to superior service to the 
GLBT community.

years and he is always the utmost 
professional. During one of the breaks 
in the action, Frank was announcing 
some upcoming contest and folks in 
the audience started shouting other 
events to be announced. One audience 
member shouted, ‘What about the Mr. 
Foreskin Leather Contest?” “Where is 
that going to be held?” Frank politely 
asked. “In room 1515 after the contest!” 
came the reply.  

Another element of the weekend 
was the selection of International 
Community Bootblack 2007. This title 
was presented to boy jean (Northern 
California Bootblack) with boy cat 
(South Central Bootblack) selected 
as runner-up. Our local community, 

however, can be very proud of Eric 
Crouse (Mid-Atlantic Community Boot 
Black) who worked very hard during 
the weekend. Eric will be hosting a 
benefit in Baltimore for local entertainer 
D’Marje’ on Saturday, November 3 at 
Tyson Place. 

There was a dramatic moment 
towards the end of the contest when 
long time President of DCI Productions 
announced that he had sold the ILSb 
Contest (formerly Drummer) to Mark 
Frazier the South Central Producer 
and owner of the Dallas Eagle. This will 
almost guarantee that the contest will be 
held in Dallas again next year. Hey, it is 
a fun place to be. You can see Neiman 
Marcus and you can see Mr. Marcus. 
You can even take in the Texas State 
Fair. When it comes to a great place to 
party, Texas wins! 

The Clicks
Continued from page 18

Price Your Home
Continued from page 31

Leather Line
Continued from page 26
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