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The gavel has dropped signaling 
the beginning of the 2007 Maryland 
legislative session known as the General 
Assembly where some thousand bills 
will be considered. A new positive 
mood has enveloped Annapolis as the 
widening margin of Democratic senators 
and delegates and the inauguration of 
a Democratic governor offer hope of a 
less contentious 90-day session than 
had been witnessed during the past four 
years. 

When Republican Governor Robert 
L. Ehrlich, Jr. began his tenure in 
Annapolis following his historic victory 
in the 2002 election, the main topic of 
discussion during the General Assembly 
was slots. It dominated the first three 
years of his term and triggered a 
polemical battle between him and the 
legislature. 

As a result of the bad blood 
created by this seemingly endless 
hostile debate, as well as the failure 
of the then-governor to reach out and 
compromise on other key issues, the 

Ehrlich administration was hamstrung 
by the Democrat-dominated assembly. 
Moreover, many initiatives originating 
from the legislature were vetoed by the 
governor, and some were overridden, 
creating more discontent.

This session should lack that type of 
drama for two reasons. Firstly, Governor 
Martin O’Malley is a Democrat who 
has already made nice with many 
legislators on both sides of the aisle 
prior to his inauguration, thus securing 
a more positive personal relationship. 
Secondly, no major, sweeping initiatives 

2007 General Assembly Underway
LGBT Community Affected by 
Many Bills to be Considered

The recently formed Chesapeake 
Region of the National Organization 
of Gay and Lesbian Scientists and 
Technical Professionals (NOGLSTP) 
will hold its first meeting on Tuesday, 
January 23 from 5;30-8 p.m. at the 
Historical Electronics Museum located 
at 1745 W. Nursery Road in Linthicum.

The meeting will kick off a 
membership drive to enlist Baltimore 
area professionals in the newly formed 
chapter. The event is being sponsored by 
the Northrup Gruman Corporation, one 
of the state’s largest employers and a 

top Department of Defense contractor. 
NOGLSTP is an affiliate of 

the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. It is a 
nationwide organization established in 
1985 to “encourage lgbt employees to 
achieve full career potential, improve the 
image of lgbt employees as a positive 
force in the workplace and demonstrate 
the value of diversity.”

For more information regarding 
the January 23 meeting or the local 
Chesapeake Region chapter email: 
esdiversity@ngc.com

Northrup Grumman to Host Event 
for Local LGBT Organization

Chase Brexton Health Services 
(CBHS) has received a $200,000 
grant from the Maryland Community 
Health Resources Commission. The 
grant is one of 12 (totaling more than 
$4.6 million) that the commission 
awarded this month to health resource 
organizations for initiatives that aim 
to increase access to health care for 
under and uninsured Marylanders.

Chase Brexton’s grant will support 
a new partnership with Northwest 
Hospital Center that was formed 
to expedite access to primary care 
services for area residents.

The partnership includes the 
development of a referral service that will 
allow Northwest’s emergency patients, 
who have no primary care physician or 

Chase Brexton Awarded Grant

Gary Samuels won the Mr Mid-Atlantic Leather contest last weekend in 
Washington, DC. Sponsored by the Centaurs MC, the weekend was filled with cocktail 
parties, dances and enough eye candy to satisfy anyone’s sweet tooth. OUTloud 
leather editor Rodney Burger provides a complete report on pages 18-19.

March Against the War in DC, Saturday, Jan. 27

1 pm on the Mall
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By Lynda Dee

I recently defended a criminal 
defendant in Federal court who was 
charged with dealing “crystal meth”. 
The U.S. attorney told me that although 
they were more used to prosecuting 
heterosexuals operating meth labs in 
trailer parks and the like, the federal 
government will also be prosecuting 
people in the gay community who deal in 
quantities of crystal meth. Even though 
my client was a first time offender with 
an impeccable record, they were going 
to prosecute him to the fullest extent of 
the law in order to send a message that 
crystal meth was on their radar screen 
under any and all circumstances. 
And the feds were going to go for the 
minimum mandatory penalty with my 
guy and anybody else dealing in meth, 
the minimum mandatory in this case 
being 10 years to life!

Although I have my client’s 
permission to discuss the details of his 
case, I think it’s better to discuss the 
federal penalties involved in general 
terms. In any event, the story usually 
begins in the same way.  Many in the gay 
community use drugs “recreationally”. 
Often times, this “recreational” use 
gradually becomes abuse without 
one even being aware of the subtle 
differences. One can begin buying 
drugs for friends, thinking themselves to 
be a helpful friend. This may graduate to 
buying drugs for a number of people and 
the windfall of not having to pay for your 
own drugs. You think, “what’s wrong 
with this? I’m helping my friends and 
saving myself money. I’m more popular 
and have more friends than ever. I’m 
also having more fun and maybe more 
and better sex than ever too. What a 
win/win, right?”

Pretty soon you’re using more crystal 
than ever. It’s not costing you anything. 
You’re still having a ball with all your 
new friends. What could be the harm? 
Gradually, your life becomes satiated 
with sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll. Soon 
your perceptions, judgment and entire 
outlook on life have changed without you 
even realizing it. Your work performance 

has suffered, but so what. You’re feeling 
like a “big shot” and all your fears and 
sexual inhibitions are gone. You have 
all these new wonderful people in your 
life and you’ve probably dumped some 
of your old friends and family. You may 
have even been infected with HIV, but 
so what? Isn’t there a new drug or two 
for HIV?

Before you know it, you decide 
you might as well make some money 
too. Then you wouldn’t have to worry 
about work. You could really party and 
treat all your new friends even better. 
Just think about how they’ll love you 
even more then! What fun you’ll have! 
You’re just helping people to relax and 
have a good time. You’re all just being 
gay men together, enjoying an exciting 
lifestyle in your own little world. Where’s 
the harm?

Now you’re partying, having a ball 
with all your friends and making money 
to boot! If you start to really make money, 
this too usually ends the same way. You 
get arrested and are now faced with a 
limited number of possibilities in federal 
court, especially in the Maryland U.S. 
District Court. Our district has one of the 
highest conviction rates in the country, 
mainly because there is usually an air- 
tight case before charges are filed. Your 
possibilities in cases involving 50 or 
more grams of methamphetamine are to 
go to trial, in the great majority of cases 
be found guilty and face greater than 
10 years to life; plead guilty and face 
10 years; or plead guilty, and cooperate 
with the feds. If you cooperate with the 
government, you are no longer subject 
to the mandatory minimum sentence 
of 10 years. You may then face less 
than 10 years, depending on your 
criminal history and background. Note 
too, that there is no parole from federal 
sentences. What would you do?  

What a charming set of options! How 
did this happen to me? I only wanted to 
have fun and enjoy sex. Aren’t there any 

other options? No, and here’s why.
The federal courts operate under 

Federal Sentencing Guidelines. I’m 
not sure why they’re called guidelines 
because they’re pretty much set in 
stone. When first enacted, they were 
actually mandatory, giving judges 
absolutely no discretion in sentencing 
criminal defendants. Even the judges 
found this untenable. Unseasoned hot 
shot prosecutors looking to further their 
careers were making the sentencing 
decisions in plea agreements before 
cases even got to court with judges 
being unable to exercise any discretion 
at sentencing. 

Congress finally made the guidelines 
“advisory”. At least they’re supposed to 
be advisory. But a virtual act of Congress 
is required at least in this jurisdiction 
before a federal judge will depart from 
the guidelines. After deliberating on 
a very tortured legal analysis, courts 
may depart from the guidelines only 
if the factors have not already been 
considered in the applicable guideline 
provisions. Many other factors must be 
present in the case as well. The court’s 
opinion must also be in writing and is 
subject to appeal.

For the most part, even this aspect 
of the case is decided before the 
sentencing juncture of the case as most 
plea agreements contain language 
that outlines maximum guideline 
downward departure levels, (number 
of possible decreased levels of prison 
months applicable). It is important here 
to discuss features of a guideline’s 
analysis. The U.S. Probation Department 
conducts an investigation and prepares 
a Presentence Report that includes 
guidelines calculations for the court. The 
typical report includes information and 
characteristics, such as the defendant’s 
educational, employment and military 
background, the nature of charges, the 
amount drugs involved, the penalties, 

The Legal Consequences of Crystal Meth

See Crystal Meth on page 6
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• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

are expected to be introduced by the 
Governor in his first session, as both 
branches of government will feel each 
other out the first year. What comes 
out of this session, though, will be a 
good barometer on the success of this 
administration.

While the question of slots may 
surface again, it will probably be an 
adjunct to a broad overhaul of the tax 
structure that is needed to stem a $1 
billion deficit that is forecast for fiscal 
year 2008 and beyond. But serious 
action on slots and weighty budget 
remedies are not expected until next 
year’s General Assembly.

Nonetheless, important and 
controversial measures—many affecting 
the lgbt community—will be considered 
in this session. Budget and taxes will still 
be hot topics even if dramatic changes 
do not occur this year. The environment 
will get a close look, especially the 
toughening of emission standards. 

We expect to see reform in the 
archaic ground rent system. And 
housing, health care, the death penalty 
and transportation matters will also be 
brought to the fore as well as myriad 
other concerns. 

The building momentum 
surrounding a statewide smoking ban 
is sure to be a significant issue. This 
affects the lgbt community (among 
others) and is one that has divided it. 
On one hand you have bar owners who 
fear the loss of business by an imposed  
ban and smokers who believe it is their 
right to smoke. On the other hand 
you have potential customers who 
avoid bars and clubs because of the 
health risks associated with second-
hand smoke. Based on the positive 
experiences of other cities and states, 
such a ban is likely to be enacted, if not 
this year, then next. 

As far as issues that directly impact 
the lgbt community are concerned, the 
volatile matter of same-sex marriage 
is clearly the most consequential and 
politically charged. The lawsuit by nine 
lgbt couples and a gay widower that 
challenges Maryland’s 1973 marriage 
law as a violation of the Constitution  
is the central focus. It had been ruled 
favorably for the plaintiffs by a Circuit 
Court Judge. The case is now awaiting 
a decision by the Court of Appeals.

The timing and nature of the 
judgment will determine the course of 
action undertaken by Equality Maryland, 
the principal lgbt civil right organization 
in the state. It can come down during the 
General Assembly session or following 
it—most likely the latter. 

“The ruling could be with us, against 
us, or a New Jersey-style decision,” said 
Equality Maryland’s Executive Director 
Dan Furmansky to a gathering of over 60 
at a Howard County chapter of PFLAG 
meeting. Furmansky was referring to 
the recent decision by the New Jersey 
courts to provide equal marriage rights 
to same-sex couples but stopped short 
of calling it “marriage.”

However, should the Court rule 
while the Assembly is in session and 
either upholds the lower court decision 
and grants marriage rights to same-sex 
couples or directs a New Jersey-type 
solution, the stuff will definitely hit the 
fan.

Delegate Don Dwyer (R-Anne 
Arundel), who eked out a 25-vote 
victory in November, is on a mission to 
ensure that same-sex marriage never 
occurs in Maryland. He already pre-
filed a bill that would seek to amend 
the state’s Constitution that would limit 
marriage to one man and one woman. 
Moreover, he believes at the very least 
that the voters should decide on the 
definition of marriage and is pushing for 
a referendum on the issue.

Thwarting such an amendment 
or a ballot initiative is the first priority 
of Equality Maryland. Even with the 
increased number of Democrats in both 
chambers and a Governor who has 
disavowed a constitutional amendment 
during the campaign, nothing will be left 
to chance.

In other initiatives, Equality Maryland 
will push for legislation adding gender 
identity and expression to the state’s 
anti-discrimination law. Many observers 
believe this stands a good chance of 
passage. As mayor of Baltimore, Martin 
O’Malley lent his cooperation as the City 
Council passed similar legislation.

The organization will also seek 
to expand health coverage, requiring 
health insurance companies to write 
policies inclusive of unmarried adults in 
the same household and their children.

Finally, Equality Maryland will 
attempt to pass legislation allowing 
individuals who pay the health care costs 
of another non-dependent adult in their 
household to deduct those expenses. 

Prior to the elections in November, 
Equality Maryland’s Dan Furmansky 
told OUTloud, “Whoever lives in the 
Governor’s mansion will greatly influence 
what we are able to accomplish over the 
next four years.” 

With Governor O’Malley in place, 
there is a greater feel for optimism than 
there was at the beginning of last year’s 
General Assembly.

Marriage Issue May Resurface
Continued from page 1
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Hodes,Ulman, Pessin & Katz, P.A.
attorneys at law

Why
HUP&K?

www.hupk.com 4 1 0 . 9 3 8 .8 8 0 0

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

By Bob Roehr

National Stonewall Democrats 
expressed “deep concern” over 
the announcement that former 
Congressman Harold Ford, Jr. will 
become chair of the Democratic 
Leadership Council (DLC). Other 
politically connected gay Democrats 
did not share that concern. 

The DLC supports policy issues that 
pull the Democratic Party toward the 
political mainstream. Bill Clinton used it 
as a forum to advance his presidential 
ambitions in the late 1980s and early 
1990s. 

Ford, 36, is the scion of one of 
the most politically prominent African-
American families in Tennessee. He 
represented a Memphis district in 
Congress for ten years and ran a close 
but unsuccessful race for the U.S. 
Senate in 2006. 

Most within the lgbt community have 
assumed that because he is African 
American and so young, that Ford 
would be supportive of the community’s 
issues. At one point that was the case; 
Ford had a 100 rating from the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) as recently as 

the 107th Congress. 
But over the last two sessions of 

Congress, Ford’s rating from HRC 
declined to 44%, then 25%. It is highly 
unusual, perhaps unprecedented, for 
someone with a 100 rating to fall so 
low. He twice voted for an amendment 
to the US Constitution to ban same-sex 
marriage, while most members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus opposed 
it. That all came as the Representative 
prepared for a run for the Senate. 

“Congressman Ford has 
demonstrated a lack of leadership and 
judgment on family issues that causes 
our members great concern,” said 
Joanne Wyrick, Stonewall’s executive 
director. 

“His willingness to lightly amend the 
US Constitution and exploit gay families 
for political gain should alarm Democrats 
across the country,” she added. “The 
Democratic Leadership Council is in 
need of leadership that supports and 
affirms all American families.” 

Chicago political consultant Michael 
Bauer came to know Ford when he ran 
for the Senate, and even raised some 
money for the candidate. While he was 
disappointed with Ford’s vote on the 

marriage amendment, he says, “I think 
it is important to differentiate between 
those who oppose any government 
recognition of same-sex relationships 
and those who are open to an ongoing 
dialogue on this issue.”

Ford told Bauer that his support for 
the marriage amendment sprang from his 
religious beliefs. But over the course of 
those meetings, he came to understand 
the need for legal protections for same-
sex relationships, and to support civil 
unions. 

“Rather than demonize Ford, I 
suggest that we maintain a dialogue with 
him and use logic and persuasion as to 
why he should eventually support same-
sex marriage.” Bauer also notes that 
none of the likely Democratic nominees 
for president in 2008 are likely to be 

supporters of gay marriage. If that issue 
is used as a litmus test, then gays would 
have to sit out the presidential election. 

Some Gay Democrats Concerned 
with Ford Appointment

Harold Ford
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the plea agreement or other court 
proceedings involved as well as the facts 
of the case, the government’s position 
with respect to sentencing, any related 
cases, victim impact, or obstruction of 
justice charged, whether the defendant 
admitted his culpability and if he did 
so in a timely fashion; i.e., whether the 
government had to go to the expense of 
preparing for trial before the defendant 
plead guilty, and any motor vehicle, 
juvenile and/or criminal record.

The analysis is like an income 
tax form with virtually no applicable 
exceptions or judgment calls. There 
are a certain number of points for every 
category mentioned above. There are 
only a limited number of downward 
departures available even if they are not 
precluded by a plea agreement. 

There is only one exception, known 
as a case outside the “heartland” of the 
applicable guidelines provision. After 
speaking with the probation officer in my 
latest case, I was informed that there is 
only one judge on the Maryland federal 
bench that she has ever witnessed 
invokes this exception. After a careful 
search of cases appealed on this 
basis, I was unable to find even one 
case where the federal appellate court 
for our jurisdiction, the Fourth Circuit, 
ever decided in favor of a defendant 
in this regard unless there was literally 
a new act of Congress in this regard. 
The Fourth Circuit is arguably the most 
conservative federal appeals court in 
the nation.  

As you can see, this is not a very 
promising legal situation. Remember 
too, that in most instances where 
between 50 or more grams of crystal 

is involved and you don’t have to be 
caught with 50 grams, that amount just 
has to be involved in any plan you’re 
implicated in, you have to cooperate 
with the government before you can 
avoid the mandatory 10 year minimum 
sentence this offense mandates. Talk 
about an offer you can’t refuse! By the 
way, cooperation means telling the Drug 
Enforcement Administration everything 
you know and everyone you have ever 
come in contact with while using drugs, 
testifying against people, being involved 
in controlled drug buys and even “wearing 
a wire” to obtain incriminating evidence 
against your companions. Sounds like 
The Sopranos, except there aren’t 
any laughs. The government can also 
refuse to make the motion necessary 
for you to dodge the minimum 10 year 
minimum sentence IF they think you 
haven’t been completely candid about 
your experiences and acquaintances.  

Obviously, you’ll need a lawyer. The 
lawyer will usually end up with most of 
the money you’ve made on your journey 
because even though these cases are 
usually air tight, much knowledge and skill 
is necessary to minimize your exposure 
to incarceration where possible. When 
the stakes are very high, so is the fee. 
Remember too, there is no parole in 
the federal system. Federal cases also 
come with mountains of paperwork and 
a lot of process. I often say the feds give 
you all the process in the world before 
they hang you. Hope you never find 
your self in this nightmare situation. 

 If any of this sounds all too familiar, 
you might consider contacting Dr. Liz 
Disney, Director of Providing New 
Perspectives, (PnP), Chase-Brexton 
Health Services’ new crystal meth 
treatment and information resource. 
Dr. Disney may be reached at 410-837-
2050, extension 1221.  

are under or uninsured, to easily access 
continuing care at Chase Brexton Health 
Services’ nearby Randallstown Center 
at 8507 Liberty Road.

Not only will this partnership 
increase access to primary care, but 
also it endeavors to affect improvements 
in reducing non-emergency visits to 
Northwest’s emergency room and 
increase the number of people that are 
linked to primary medical and/or dental 
services.

Administrators at both Chase 
Brexton and Northwest Hospital 
Center expect this partnership to have 
a significant impact on the high costs 
of medical care provided. It is hoped 
that non-emergency situations will be 

handled in a doctor’s office much less 
expensively.

To facilitate these changes in 
access to health care, Chase Brexton 
will develop a secure internet system 
so the Northwest Hospital emergency 
center staff can refer patients to Chase 
Brexton physicians and dentists within a 
24-hour period, following their visit. 

The targeted date for implementing 
the new program is late summer, 2007. 
Chase Brexton plans to immediately 
begin preparation, including: developing 
the required technological aspects; 
ensuring all plans adhere to strict 
patient confidentiality guidelines; and 
staffing the new referral program at its 
Randallstown office.

Chase Brexton
Continued from page 1

Crystal Meth
Continued from page 2
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February 3rd

February 9th

February 16th

February 23rd

the Baltimore City Health Department will be conducting
STD/HIV testing on our mobile unit at the following locations:

Give the Gift of Love. Get Tested.

THE PARADOX
1310 Russell St., 12 a.m. - 3. a.m.

THE HIPPO
1W. Eager St.

THE BALTIMORE EAGLE
2022 N. Charles St.

THE SPECTRUM
2330 N. Charles St

for more information, call:

443.564.3124

2000 Eastern Ave.
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In Baltimore . . .   The United Methodist Church
No matter what ecclesiastical courts may say . . .
 No matter what you may have heard . . .
  No matter what you may rightly feel . . .
WE ARE STILL WELCOMING

Because . . .
We are United Methodists

“There is one only condition required in those who desire admission . . .” General Rules

Because . . .
We are Christians

“That is not the way you learned Christ!”

Because . . .
We are the Church

 “... the church which Christ has opened...”  Liturgy of Baptism

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit of justice 
and resistance of oppression

Bethesda Church 6300 Harford Rd. •  www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church 5315 Harford Rd. •  www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. - at Northern Parkway  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)  •  MVPBalto@comcast.net

St. John’s Church  Baltimore City 2640 St. Paul St. •  www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

����������������
Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

��������������������

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������

��������������
���������������

������

Four members of the Maryland 
House of Delegates listened to Equality 
Maryland’s Dan Furmanksy speak 
before the Columbia/Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG on January 9. 
Following his remarks, each delegate 
provided constituent lobbying tips for 

Four Delegates Attend 
PFLAG Meeting

the upcoming Lobby Day in Annapolis. 
From left: Anne Kaiser (Montgomery 
County) and Elizabeth Bobo, Frank 
Turner and Guy Guzzone (all from 
Howard County).

 
Photo Credit: Kevin Jordan
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My Two      entsMy Two      entsMy Two      entsMy Two      ents
By PS Lorio
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����������

Rosie vs. The Donald. Who cares, 
right? And I have to agree that while on 
one level the whole “feud” is completely 
laughable, (I don’t doubt that either If it’s 
60 degrees, it must be January. And with 
January, a new year. And with the new 
year, perhaps it’s time to come clean 
and clear up a few false impressions:

Misconception #1: It’s not that I can’t 
cook. I just don’t cook. Okay, I admit it, 
I’m lazy. Shoot me.

Misconception #2: I do not think 
about “doing” every woman on the planet. 
Most women have probably been “done” 
plenty and will live completely full lives 
—even without a sexual intervention 
from me. In fact, I’m pretty sure most of 
them will die never feeling that they’ve 
missed a thing.

Misconception #3: and probably 
the biggest misconception of all is the 
“miss” itself.

I’m not a “Miss”. I’ve never been a 
“Miss”, don’t feel like a “Miss”, and never 
plan to be one. As I step further and 
further away from biological distinction 
to express a more personal defi nition 
of self, “Miss” seems less and less 
appropriate. This “Miss” thing has been 
hanging around in the back of my closet 
like an old sweater that I never did plan 
to wear, but just haven’t taken the time 
to get rid of. 

Now while I understand that our bold 
city lies just below the Mason-Dixon Line 
and that many Baltimorians embrace the 
gentle vernacular of our neighbors to the 
south —and while I can also appreciate 
that these colloquialisms might be used 
as a means of showing respect— calling 
me “Miss” is a real shot of southern 
dis-comfort. I mean, really, if you want 
to make me feel all warm and fuzzy, 
skip the “Miss” and offer me a plate of 
hotcakes. —Or grits. I like grits.

But what’s even more puzzling are 
those people who clearly know me by 
name, but choose to use the “M” word 
anyway. I mean, really; get a clue. Buy 
a vowel. Wake up and smell the coffee. 
Now to be fair, maybe at times the “M” 
word just slips out. Without thought. 
Just a thoughtless remark. And while, 
of conscious thought or not, it may be 
intended as a cute endearment, if you 
refer to me as “Miss” it’s plain you don’t 
know me at all.

In our society we tend to use the “M” 
word to identify women who epitomize 
femininity; Miss America, Miss USA, 
Miss Universe. Miss Scarlet. Miss 
Kitty. Swiss Miss. (okay, maybe that’s a 
stretch, but I’m trying to make a point. 

Work with me here) Then there’s me. 
And believe me, I’m about as far away 
from being an icon for femininity as Geo 
Bush is from common sense. Miss Piggy 
has more in common with those women 
than I do. 

The “Miss-Conception” to me is that 
putting “Miss” in front of my name is not 
about broadening a defi nition of the “M” 
word to be inclusive, it’s about trying 
to pin down expectations of a society 
that doesn’t want to grasp that personal 
identity is not always a black/white he/
she issue. Many people lie somewhere 
in that gray area in-between and for all 
the prodding, noodging, or ignorance, 
we won’t be pushed to either end of the 
spectrum. I don’t mean to go on and on 
in my little rant here but to me it’s like 
nails on a chalkboard. And I’ve got to 
make it stop. 

It’s real simple; I just want to get 
people to stop “Miss”ing me. And just so 
we don’t have to go over all this later, if 
I’m not a Miss, I’m certainly not a Lady. 
Or a Ma’am. Don’t make me hurt you.

Until next time, that’s my two cents
of them love the controversy as it 

translates into ratings) the undercurrents 
of The Donald’s litany against Rosie 
may be worth more than a quick-glance 
assessment.

For those of you that have lives, 
here’s a re-cap: in an on-going game 
of “He said, She said” the two have 
bandied barbs for more than a week. 
Rosie fi red the fi rst shot by making 
remarks re: The Donald’s decision to 
let Miss USA (AKA Tara Conner—the 
underage beauty queen who’d enjoyed 
a few festive aperitifs while in the Big 
Apple) keep her crown: “He’s the moral 
authority? Left the fi rst wife, had an 
affair, left the second wife, had an affair. 
Had kids both times, but he’s the moral 
compass for 20-year-olds in America.” 
(Okay, so she added a “Sit and Spin”, 
which might have been unnecessary…)

The next day, on the FOX News 
Channel, The Donald (who apparently 
doesn’t have better things to do with his 
day than phone into talk shows) fi red 
back: “Well Rosie is a loser. Rosie’s been 
a loser for a long time. Her magazine
failed. She got sued. She folded up like 
a tent. It was too bad. Everything about 
Rosie, and I watch her — and actually 

somebody sent me a clip of what she 
said — Rosie is somebody out of control 
who really just doesn’t have it. And she 
ought to be careful ‘cause I’ll send one 
of my friends to pick up her girlfriend, 
and I think it would be very easy.”  

Okay, now there’s the part where I 
begin to have a problem….

Would Donald Trump ever have 
made that sort of public statement about 
any other man’s wife? Would millions of 
viewers (and readers, this story’s been 
all over the tabloids) simply ignore his 
irreverence for a heterosexual union? 
(in case anyone doesn’t remember, 
O’Donnell married longtime girlfriend, 
Kelli Carpenter, in February 2004 — not 
their fault the rest of the country won’t 
recognize it as a marriage, I’m sure they 
still regard it as so) Is it possible in 2007 
there is still the belief that a lesbian 
relationship is indeed rock-solid — er…
well, unless in the presence of a man 
with a big…checkbook? 

I think in this statement Mr. Trump 

told us a lot more about his morals 
than he realized. If, as he suggests, 
he is a man of conscience and dignity, 
why would he suggest for fun, frolic, 
or spite that he would want to destroy 
a family? (Rosie and Kelli are raising 
four children) And unfortunately, The 
Donald is not alone in his less-than-
humble opinion—just one of the loudest 
and most public. The big checkbook/big 
dick theory is still a cherished belief of 
many straight men with regard to their 
standing with lesbians. They practice 
tolerance, while simultaneously juggling 
feelings of being shunned and intrigued, 
all the time believing that if it came right 
down to it, they could wave either of the 
aforementioned to get what they want. 

So here’s the news fl ash Mr. Trump: 
the buck stops here. We don’t want your 
money. But alas, I’m sure it would fall 
on deaf ears; I suspect Mr. Trump’s a 
better talker than a listener—and that’s 
not saying much. Spewing his tirade 
with all the eloquence of a fourth grader, 
The Donald’s comments were insulting 
not only to Rosie O’Donnell, but to the 
integrity of all gays and lesbians with 
respect to the sanctity we place on 
our unions. And when the new season 
of The Apprentice (LA!) comes on in 
January, I may just have to see what 
else is on in that time slot with a wave of 
my big clicker. 

‘Til next time, that’s my two 
cents….

In this discussion of Dr. Claude 
Anderson’s book, Black Labor, White 
Wealth. we begin to identify several 
kinds of power. Of the many defi nitions 
of “power”, we use the qualifi er that 
“Power is not simply the ability to get 
something done, but to get it done 
despite the resistance and opposition 
of others,” as identifi ed by Thomas 
Sowell in his book The Economics and 
Politics of Race. 

To advance the self-interest of 
any individual or a group, humans use 
numerous kinds of powers. The most 
common forms of power in black-white 
relations are group power, wealth power 
and political/voting power. The dominant 
society uses power mechanisms, such 
as government, private corporations, 

religious and social institutions to 
perpetuate its self-interests and secure 
and maintain control of power-building 
resources. Black labor was a wealth 
builder and therefore a power generating 
resource that dominant society greatly 
valued and manipulated. To maintain 
the power generated by black labor, 
white society used whatever means 
necessary to keep blacks powerless 
and under control.

Group power is typically 
manifested when a collection of 
individuals organize and pool their 
resources to achieve common goals 
and shared benefi ts. Such action is 
the primary instruments for securing 
objects of interest and power. In the 
founding years of this nation, European 

Part One, Power and 
Black Progress



January 20, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   11 baltimoreoutloud.com

��������������
����������������
������������������������������

whites built their dreams of becoming a 
wealthy aristocracy within a capitalistic 
democracy on the backs of black 
slaves. The collective power resources 
of many people, nations, religions, 
and organizations were aligned and 
concertedly used to exploit blacks. Their 
strategy illustrates that group power 
requires general agreement among 
the participating members on the core 
issue, but power evolves from the 
group’s collective motives and goals.

Wealth Power, as economic 
power, has always been the greatest 
source of power for individuals and 
groups. Together, wealth and politics 
represent a potent combination of 
powers, because they are versatile and 
by working together they can produce 
other forms of power. As far back as 
1790, the richest 10 percent of white 
households has held half of the nation’s 
wealth. By the eve of the Civil War, one 
percent of the wealthiest whites owned 
24 percent of the nation’s wealth. One 
hundred years later, in 1969, they 
owned 24.9 percent. During the very 
same time, Black wealth remained 
between one and two percent. The 
major driver of wealth and the income 
gap between blacks and whites is the 

misdistribution of poverty. \
Political power is an important 

power for a depressed group to have 
because politics is the process that 
typically decides who shall have what 
benefits of life. However, groups aspiring 
to gain political power can only obtain 
and use it if they have economic (wealth) 
power as well. Without increased 
wealth and political power, blacks 
cannot correct the multitude of social 
issues that have become imbedded 
in the fabric of their communities. Nor 
can they acquire the power they need 
through a shared power arrangement 
with the dominant white society. Black 
social and economic progress will 
come only when blacks muster the 
power and the commitment to bring 
forth positive change. In Part Two, we 
shall discuss “Organizing and Thinking 
Strategically”. 

Rickie Green is Founding 
Executive Director of The Portal, an 
lgbt community center for People of 
Color. Comments are welcome. www.
theportalbmore.org.

Now that our state legislators have 
started the 90-day annual ritual of 
writing laws (see front-page article), this 
is the time for the lgbt community to step 
forward and have our big voices heard 
and our views made known. To help 
accomplish this, Equality Maryland, 
the state’s largest lgbt civil rights 
organization, is sponsoring Lobby Day 
in Annapolis on February 12. 

Among the activities, a rally will be 
held in downtown Annapolis beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. (At press time, the speakers 
and the specific venue have not been 
announced.) However, in the past two 
years such notables as Maya Keyes, 
Judy Shepard and Kweise Mfume took 
the stage and denounced hate and 
bigotry and spoke eloquently on the 
need for equality for the lgbt community. 
They, as well as others, addressed 
several hundred cheering people 
from all over the state—gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgenedered, parents and 
straight allies—under the curious eye of 
the media. 

This is the time to raise our 
collective voices and demonstrate we’re 

not second-class citizens. We turn out 
for Pride celebrations in vast numbers. 
We should do the same at Lobby Day. 
If nothing else, it will help us to gain 
necessary protections and rights—the 
same that are afforded heterosexuals.

Besides the rally, there will be 
opportunities for you to meet with 
your district legislators to tell your own 
individual story. You will be able to 
impress them as to why a constitutional 
amendment to ban same-sex marriage 
is not only discriminatory, but also how 
such unequal treatment affects you 
and your family. And even if you don’t 
contemplate marriage you should still 
fight for the right so that you have that 
option at some point.

“Personal stories are the most 
effective means to persuade a legislator,” 
said Delegate Anne Kaiser (District 14-

Montgomery County), who is openly 
gay. She along with three other Howard 
County delegates recently addressed 
the Howard County chapter of PFLAG 
to offer lobbying advice and tips. The 
other three delegates concurred.

We are finding out more and more 
that when legislators who are relatively 
unfamiliar with lgbt individuals and 
can actually put a human face on the 
prevailing issues as a result of meetings, 
there is a shift by varying degrees to 
their openness on these issues. Hearing 
our stories and concerns helps removes 
some barriers.

A message on Equality Maryland’s 
website states: “As a ‘citizen lobbyist,’ 
you’re not expected to know the ins 
and outs of a particular bill; you’re just 
expected to speak from your heart.”

But we need others to find their 
voices, too. With the major initiative 
being the prevention of a constitutional 
amendment, the posturing and 
positioning by some politicians is 
already underway. We hear plenty from 
homophobic Delegate Donald H. Dwyer, 
Jr. (District 31-Anne Arundel) who not 
only was the primary sponsor of the gay 
marriage ban but also led the movement 
to impeach Judge M. Brooke Murdock 
when she ruled in favor of the plaintiffs 
in the Deane and Polyak v. Conaway 
lawsuit.

Anytime the “gay marriage” issue 
surfaces, you can always count on Del. 
Dwyer to stand before a camera and 
microphone denouncing marriage for 
same-sex couples and insisting that it 
should be put up for a popular vote. 

But where are our leaders? Besides 
the aforementioned Anne Kaiser, 
there are three other openly gay state 
legislators. In the House of Delegates 
we also have Maggie McIntosh (District 
43-Baltimore) and freshman Heather 
Mizeur (District 20-Montgomery 
County). 

And now we have the highest 
ranking openly gay elected official in 
Maryland—newly elected Senator Rich 
Madaleno (District 18-Montgomery 
County). He enters his first term as 
Senator, but he has served previously in 

the House of Delegates. 
Sen. Madaleno and other Democrats 

are taking a wait-and-see stance, 
preferring to allow the Court of Appeals 
to render a judgement. Most observers 
believe that the decision will be handed 
down following the General Assembly 
session, thus delaying serious debate 
until next year.

Nonetheless, I would like to 
see a more proactive stance by our 
supporters, particularly from the four gay 
and lesbian lawmakers. Sen. Madaleno, 
for example, is in a very safe district 
politically, and Montgomery County did 
not send one Republican to Annapolis 
in the last election. Although a freshman 
senator, he should speak out loud and 
clear. It’s frustrating to hear only Dwyer’s 
comments on the evening news or 
reading them in the paper without an 
effective and appropriate response from 
an elected official. 

I realize this is a politically dicey 
issue, but it is an important one to 
thousands of Maryland’s citizens. The 
public must be educated on the merits 
of recognizing same-sex couples, and 
allowing it to hear only one side damages 
our cause, especially if the question 
ultimately finds its way on a ballot.

Not only does the public need to 
be educated, the same can be said 
for our legislators. This is where you 
come in. Come to the rally on Lobby 
Day and become a “citizen lobbyist.” 
Join hundreds of other like-minded 
individuals. It’s easy and fun.

Check with Equality Maryland’s 
website (www.equalitymaryland.org) to 
find out all the information you need to 
attend and participate in Lobby Day and 
sign up. 

Speak out. Tell your own story. Let’s 
use our big voices to push for equality.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com. 

We have big voices…let’s hear them
Elected Officials and lgbt Folks 
Need to Speak Out for Equality

Senator Rich Madaleno 
(District 18-Montgomery County)

http://www.equalitymaryland.org/
http://www.stevecharing.blogspot.com/
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See Dr. Eva on page 20

MAKING YOU FEEL BETTER
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE.

We serve patients regardless of insurance status and accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept Visa, MasterCard and American Express.

• General Medical Care  

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 

• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

From routine check-ups for adults and
children to restorative prosthetics and oral
surgery, Chase Brexton Health Services
provides a wide range of dental treat-
ments to the gay and lesbian community
in an open, accepting environment. Call
today to learn how a trip to the dentist
can give you a reason to smile.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

BREX Dental a  9/20/06  3:58 PM  Page 1

Dear Dr. Eva:

I am a 50 year old man with questions 
about blood clots. I recently had my 
second DVT (Deep Venous Thrombosis, 
or blood clot) in my leg. The first time 
was four or five years ago. I had left calf 
swelling and pain, was diagnosed with 
a sonogram, was treated for six months 
with anticoagulants (blood thinners), and 
it went away. I stopped anticoagulants 
and just took aspirin. I had the same 
problem in November ‘06, got the same 
diagnosis in the ER and have gone back 
on anticoagulants ever since. I got the 
first clot after a 5-hour plane flight; there 
was no obvious reason for the second 
one.

I saw my hematologist (blood 
specialist) and he says I should stay 
on blood thinners forever. Are there 
any safe alternatives? How about fish 
oil and aspirin? I’m also wondering, 
since this is my second DVT, whether 
an evaluation by a vascular surgeon or 
even a cardiologist makes any sense. If 
I have a vessel constriction like a kink in 

a hose, am I a candidate for more clots 
there, gangrene or some other horrible 
consequence?

Thank you
GRK

Dear GRK,

Your hematologist’s recommenda-
tion is by the book, correct although 
possibly overcautious.

Blood tends to clot when it isn’t 
moving. Most clots occur in veins, not 
arteries, because blood flow is much 
slower in arteries than in veins. Also, 
arteries have muscles in their walls and 
don’t normally stretch. Veins are much 
weaker, and tend to get larger as people 
get older. Clots happen most often in 
the leg veins because they are farthest 
from the heart and blood tends to pool in 
them. When you walk, leg muscles push 
the blood up through the veins. That’s 
why clots often happen when you are 
in a situation where you cannot walk for 
several hours or longer. 

The main risk of leg blood clots isn’t 

injury to the leg. The real danger is that 
part of the blood clot can break off , be 
carried in the bloodstream to the lungs, 
lodge in the pulmonary artery, stop 
oxygen from getting to the heart and 
cause sudden death. This is much more 
likely to happen when the clot extends 
past the knee into the upper leg. So, to 
make a good decision about whether 
you need to stay on blood thinners 
forever, you need to know how far the 
blood clots went up your leg. You didn’t 
say, but your clots were probably both 
in the same leg. Each time you have a 
clot, the veins in that leg are damaged 
and stretched, making more blood pool 
in them and recurrent clots more likely. 
Vein damage from other causes, like 
surgery or an injury, also increases the 
risk of clots.

DVT’s can’t cause gangrene. 
Gangrene occurs when oxygenated 
blood (arterial blood) cannot get to the 

skin and underlying tissues, so they 
begin to die. Blocked veins cause edema 
(swelling), but not tissue damage.

There are situations that put 
everyone at higher risk for blood clots: 
uninterrupted sitting for over four hours, 
bed rest for more than a day, surgery. 
If both your clots happened in these 
clot-prone situations, it wouldn’t be 
necessary to stay on medication for over 
six months, but it would be important 
to take precautions to prevent clots 
in similar situations in the future. For 
example, on a long trip you should get 
out of your seat and walk in the plane or 
bus, or along the road if you are driving, 
every two hours or more often. Wearing 
elastic stockings (at least knee-high) 
prevents clots by preventing blood from 
pooling in the veins of your lower legs.

After a person has had two 
unexplained blood clots, meaning clots 

Sunday Bloody Sunday
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By Ben Ryland

No, it’s not Halloween, but the spring 
theatre season brings us many witches 
and other goodies gracing the stages. 
Not surprisingly the blockbuster musical 
Wicked tops them all. After a year of 
anticipation, and months of ticket sales, 
the national touring company begins 
its four-week engagement on January 
24. If you don’t have seats don’t wait 
another minute to hit the box office and 
take whatever’s left. Similar to the run of 
The Lion King, people in charm city will 
be talking about this show for years.

The multi-awarded Signature 
Theatre in Arlington has just opened the 
inaugural production in their brand new 
$16 dollar facility, Stephen Sondheim’s 
Into the Woods. This musical creation 
is astounding and is probably his most 
family friendly work as he takes the 
audience through updated versions of 
the famous fairy tales (with a witch in the 
center of all the action).  www.signature-
theatre.org. Beginning June 5 they 
will host the American premiere of the 
London smash hit musical version of, 
The Witches of Eastwick for a summer 
run. Witches everywhere!!

The Hippodrome continues it 
Broadway spectacular season with 
Monty Python’s Spamalot, March 6–18 
followed by Molly Ringwald in 
Sweet Charity, April 10-22 and 
the Tony winning best play, Doubt, 
May 1-13.

Spotlighters continues their 
run of Jean Kerr’s popular comedy- 
Mary, Mary until February 3 and 
on February 16 they open the 
controversial and brilliant show, 
Assassins for a four weekend run. 
Part two of the epic work Angels in 
America Perestroika opens in the 
early summer. If you missed Spots 
production of part one earlier this 
season Towson State will stage it 
April 12 until May 5.

Now after just closing the 
Olney Theatre Center’s holiday 
hit, Cinderella, they will bring 
us Somerset Maugham’s The 
Constant Wife on February 14, 
a musical based on the music of 
Baltimore’s favorite musical icon- 
EUBIE, on March 28 and the area 
premiere of the award winning 
play, I am my Own Wife beginning 
April 18.

The Witching Season is Upon Us, 
Theatrically Speaking

Center Stage offers a slew of 
dramas and comedies: Trouble in Mind 
(Feb. 2 – March 4), Ah, Wilderness! 

(March 16 – April 15) and Things of Dry 
Hours (April 27 – June 3).

The Vagabonds in Fells Point brings 
us a terrific cabaret style evening of the 
music bycomposer David Friedman. 
If you think you’ve never heard of him 
just read the credits on the Disney 
animated musicals- Beauty & the Beast, 
Pocahontas, Aladdin and most of the 
direct to video sequels. The show is 
entitled, Listen to My Heart, which is 
the most famous of his cabaret songs 
(Jan. 12 – Feb. 11). In March they open 
Edward Albee’s Tiny Alice then Tartuffe 
(April 20 – May 20) closing the season 
with Epic Proportions (June 8 – July 8).

For the kids Pumpkin Theatre will 
produce Disney’s Aladdin (March) and 
The Jungle Book in May. 

Everyman Theatre will be moving 
into a new space, the old Town movie 
theatre, around the corner from the 

Hippodrome in the future but for 
now will remain in its Charles Street 
location presenting, Going to St. 
Ives (Jan. 17 – Feb. 25), and A 
Nightingale Sang (March 21 – April 
29), before finishing their season 
with Betrayal (May 16 – June 24). 
Fells Point Corner Theatre will have 
William Finn’s Falsettos, directed by 
Bill Kamberger May 11 through June 
10. Kamberger directs musicals on 
an unbelievable scale on their tiny 
stage and Falsettos is not to be 
missed.

DCC has a two weekend run of 
the big off-broadway comedy, Beau 
Jest (Feb. 23 – March 4) and then 
everybody’s favorite musical, Annie 
Get Your Gun in May. 

Just Left of Broadway Dinner 
Theatre is doing their take on 
Nunsence 2 in March while Toby’s 
in Baltimore will be showing us 
(literally) The Full Monty now until 
March 24, Fiddler on the Roof 
(March 31 – June 10) and Grease 
for the summer.

All in all a well rounded schedule 
of interesting theatre but watch out 
for those witches.

http://www.signature-theatre.org
http://www.signature-theatre.org
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF HERO AND HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS

CHOW YUN FAT GONG LI

A FILM BY ZHANG YIMOU

CURSE OF THE
GOLDEN FLOWER

“ONE OF THE 
BEST PICTURES 
OF THE YEAR!

A GORGEOUS SURPRISE.”
-Richard Corliss and Richard Schickel, 

TIME MAGAZINE

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

Attention Mobile Users: For Showtimes - Text CURSE with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CURSEOFTHEGOLDENFLOWERMOVIE.COM

BaltimoreOutLoud
2x4
Fri 1/19
AlliedDC_AC

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR SHOWTIMES

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.VOLVERFILM.COM

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PEDRO ALMODÓVAR
PENÉLOPE CRUZ

VOLVER

“ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST FILMS!“ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST FILMS!

����!”

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 
(HIGHEST RATING)

THE CHARLES
1711 N. Charles St. 410 727-FILM

BaltOutLoud
2x2.5
Thu 1/18
AlliedDC_AC

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 19

When Sheba Hart (Blanchett) joins 
St. George’s as the new art teacher, 
Barbara Covett (Dench) senses a 
kindred spirit. But Barbara is not the only 
one drawn to her. Sheba begins an illicit 

affair and Barbara becomes the keeper 
of her secret.

Notes on a Scandal, based on 
the book What Was She Thinking: 
Notes on a Scandal by Zoe Heller, is 
an entertaining, psychological thriller 
comparable to The Talented Mr. Ripley. 
There’s no identity theft here, but there 
is plenty of homoerotic subtext that’s 
never blatantly revealed, but is certainly 
a large part of the story…or is it? 

There is a huge debate raging as 
to whether Dench’s Barbara is either 
a lesbian or simply incredible lonely. I 
certainly believe the implication is that 
she is a lesbian of a certain age who 
did not have the freedom to be “out 
and proud” in her youth, so she has 

repressed that acknowledgement to 
herself even as others acknowledge 
that they know she is indeed gay.  

The first indication we get as to 
Barbara’s sexuality comes from her 
diary entries (expertly read in voice-over 
by Dench) as she reveals her longings 
for the new art teacher at her school, and 

her disappointment 
with the end of a 
close friendship with 
another teacher (both 
female, by the way). 
Barbara senses 
a kindred spirit in 
Sheba, and comes 
to her rescue when 
two students get 
into a fight. It turns 
out one of the boys 
in the fight, Steven 
(Simpson), was 
defending Sheba’s 

honor after another student referred 
to her as a whore. Unbeknownst to 
Barbara, Sheba and Steven have already 
embarked on a dangerous relationship, 
and when Barbara does discover the 
clandestine lovers one evening she 
knows she can use the secret to draw 
Sheba even closer to her. 

Barbara tells Sheba the secret is 
safe with her as long as she breaks off 
the affair, but Sheba finds it more difficult 
to fend off the young man’s advances 
(he’s only 15) than she imagined, and 
when Barbara discovers Sheba’s 
betrayal, she slyly mentions to another 
(male) teacher who has a crush on 
Sheba (herself a married woman) that 
there are rumors that Sheba is having 

it off with one of her students. When 
Steven’s parents, the school and the 
media find out about the relationship, 
Barbara swoops in to console Sheba 
and takes her in after her husband asks 
her to leave their home. Now Barbara 
has Sheba exactly where she wants 
her, but a careless bit of trash reveals 
Barbara’s true intentions to Sheba.

I admit that I did enjoy the film’s 
thriller aspects and the way Barbara 
wove her tangled web so that she could 
ensnare Sheba without ever looking 
like the predator she is. And this is the 
point that has caused such debate. 
Since there is never anything overtly 
sexual in Barbara’s diaries, some think 
that she is just a lonely old woman 
seeking companionship. That she seeks 
companionship from attractive, young, 
straight women seems to go completely 
over the heads of these people. Even 
Barbara’s own sister acknowledges the 
last failed relationship (and we learn 
some shocking facts about that later in 
the film), yet Barbara herself admits to 
nothing.  

You can almost compare Barbara to 
Alex, Glenn Close’s character in Fatal 
Attraction, except she stalked a married 
man which made her “acceptable” to 
the masses (think of the shockwaves 
had Alex actually been a male stalking 
Michael Douglas). The fact that Barbara 
is seen as a lesbian and a sexual 
predator made the film just a bit more 
uncomfortable to watch. People argue 
that there are good and bad people in all 
walks of life (Sheba is a child molester, 
even though she was seduced by the 
boy, but that doesn’t seem to get the 
same horrid reaction as Barbara trying 
to seduce Sheba), but the movies have 
along history of portraying gay characters 
as either evil predators or the laughing 
stock, and in this day and age another 

negative portrayal simply shouldn’t be 
tolerated. While I wasn’t offended by 
the character, it just concerns me that 
this will just reinforce the stereotypes 
that many still believe (and there was 
a straight man behind me voicing his 
disgust over Barabara’s actions and 
seductions throughout the film).  

On the positive side, the 
performances are terrific. Dench can 
certainly give Helen Mirren a run for the 
Oscar gold now (although Mirren will 
still prevail). She seems to be having a 
great time playing the haughty, sneaky 
Barbara and she also manages to 
give us an insight into her loneliness 
through her magnificent voice-over 
work (for once, narration in a film that 
isn’t gratuitous). Dench even makes 
Barbara a sympathetic character, which 
is no small feat considering all she does 
to ensnare Sheba. 

Blanchett is wonderful as the 
bohemian art teacher who seems to be 
rather weak-willed as she is lured into 
one bad situation after another, and 
even as she carries on her affair with the 
boy, never comes off as the villain she 
should be seen as.  

The film as a whole is very good, 
drawing the audience further into 
Barbara’s web just as Sheba is drawn 
in, but the ending seems just a tad 
trite. Overall, Notes on a Scandal is a 
pretty good thriller with lots of twists and 
turns and even some very humorous 
moments, but if you might be bothered 
by yet another negative portrayal of a 
gay character, then you may want to 
think twice before buying that ticket.

Rated R for language and some 
aberrant sexual content (I assume by 
“aberrant” they’re referring to Sheba 
and Steven’s squirm inducing sexual 
encounters).

Notes on a Scandal 
Cast: Judi Dench; Cate Blanchett; Bill 
Nighy; Andrew Simpson  
Director: Richard Eyre
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By Gregg Shapiro

Out musician Lorin Sklamberg and 
his band-mates The Klezmatics are not 
the first musicians to put a modern spin 
on the work of the late Woody Guthrie. 
Billy Bragg and Wilco beat them to the 
punch by a few years. The Klezmatics 
are, however, the only Klezmer band 
officially sanctioned to put some of 
Guthrie’s lyrics to music. Thus we have 
“Wonder Wheel” (JMG), a marvelous 
“new” collaboration between Guthrie and 
The Klezmatics. On an afternoon when 
he had a sick child at home, Sklamberg 
was kind enough to spare a few minutes 
to discuss the recording and the work of 
Woody Guthrie.

Gregg Shapiro: I’d like to begin 
by asking you to say a few words 
about the genesis of Woody Guthrie 
project Wonder Wheel.

Lorin Sklamberg: The band was 
playing a show with Itzhak Perlman at the 
Tanglewood Festival and I recognized 
Nora Guthrie, Woody’s daughter, in the 
audience. After the show, we were all 
packing up our stuff, and I said, “You’re 
Nora Guthrie, aren’t you?” And she 
said, “Yeah.” And I said, “Did you know 
that we play one of your grandmother’s 
songs?” And she said that she didn’t. 
Her grandmother, Woody’s mother-in-
law, was a very well-known Yiddish poet 
and songwriter named Aliza Greenblatt, 
and we played what was probably her 
best known song. I asked (Nora) if she 
wanted to meet Itzhak Perlman and 
she said, “Sure.” So, I took her up on 
the stage and I said, “Itzhak, this is 
Aliza Greenblatt’s granddaughter.” 
She thought that was funny because 
everyone always introduces her as 
Arlo’s sister or Woody’s daughter. 

People don’t generally introduce her as 
Aliza Greenblatt’s granddaughter. 

She said that she had been looking 
through her father’s papers and he 
wrote some Jewish songs and asked 
me if I would be interested in taking a 
look at them. I said, “Sure,” and she 
sent them to us. At the time I think she 
had just started putting together the 
archive of Woody’s stuff. There were 
a few things (in what she sent us), but 
as I recall, there were things that had 
already been published. There were 
these Hanukkah songs that we thought 
were interesting, and we kept in touch 
over the years. In 2003, we realized 
that we had scheduled this concert at 
the 92nd Street Y in New York and we 
had a large chunk of time in which we 
weren’t busy, so we thought that maybe 
that would be a good time to see if she 
had any more stuff for us. So, we called 
Nora back, and she sent us about two 
dozen or so song lyrics, including eight 
or nine Hanukkah songs. There were 
lyrics about anti-fascism and cultural life 
in Brooklyn and things that she thought 
we would be interested in. By the end 
of the year, we had composed music 
to most of those and we premiered the 
material at the 92nd Street Y. Here we 
are three years later, and we now have 
two CDs of this material.

GS: Would you say that you got 
the full blessing of the Guthrie family 
with this project?

LS: Oh, sure. They’ve been incredibly 
supportive. In fact, Arlo played with us 
on the first show that we did, and we 
subsequently did some shows with him 
the following year. He does these shows 
around Thanksgiving time, including a 
concert at Town Hall (in NYC), and we 
did several of those shows with him. We 

certainly do have the family’s imprimatur 
on the material. Making sure that all 
the lyrics are correct and using all the 
material is done through the Guthrie 
archives in New York City. We have a 
very nice relationship with them.

GS: I don’t know if The Klezmatics 
ever considered themselves to be a 
political band before this project, but 
the very nature of a disc of Woody 

“Wheel” Deal: an Interview 
with Lorin Sklamberg of 
The Klezmatics

Guthrie songs certainly puts you in 
that category. 

LS: I think that one of the reasons 
that Nora was interested in us was 
because of our history of combining 
politics and music. We’ve certainly done 
that for the duration of our career. Even 
starting with our first recording, which 
is called “Shvaygn = Toyt,” which is 

See “Wheel” Deal on page 20
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“Come & Get It!” was the theme of 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend 2007 and 
after spending a spectacular weekend 
in Washington, D.C., I got it! (No I didn’t 
get that-it cleared up weeks ago.) I got a 
renewed energy. The holidays can wear 
one down, but after my weekend with 
the Centaurs, I am truly ready to face 
the New Year! 

MAL is always such a grand event. 
In past years the only complaint has 
been that you could freeze you little fury 
butt off in D.C. in January. Well, I don’t 
know how the Centaurs did it- but it was 
65 degrees every day.   

The weekend kicked of with 
the Cleveland Leather Awareness 
Weekend (CLAW) party at the Green 
Lantern. With all the hot men there in 
fetish wear, I knew this was going to 
be a great weekend. After stopping for 
some Vizine at the CVS-it is easy to 
get eye strain at MAL, it was time for 
the MAL 2007 Chairs Reception at the 
Washington Plaza. This was a chance 
for the press the meet the contestants 
as they drew their contestant numbers. 
There were seven very worthy men 
competing for Mr. MAL 2007:  Jacque 
(from Cincinnati), Brian “Captain” 
McCoy (Mr. Pittsburgh Eagle Leather 
2006), Gary Samuels (Mr. Double L 
Leather 2007), Rudy Benavides (Mr. Old 
Dominion Leather 2007), Jayson Scott 
(Mr. Connecticut Leather 2007), Jerry 
Garmany (1st Runner-up Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2007), and Allen Washington 

(Mr. Capitol Pride Leather 2006). 
There was also an impressive panel of 
judges: Scott Harris (Mr. MAL 2006), Bo 
Ladashevska (IML 2006), Lady Faye 
(IMsL 2006), Mary Elizabeth Boyd (The 
First Lady of Leather), Wayne Nesbitt 
(Mr. D.C.Eagle 1997-98), Bill Stadt 
(Coordinator for IML), and Sir Dexter 
Edmond (International LeatherSIR 
2005) After the reception I headed over 
to the Ramrod to have a beer with the 
Philadelphians, M.C. as they hosted a 
bar night.

On Saturday after shopping the 
“Leather Mart,” which fi lls the Washington 
Plaza Ballroom, and attending too many 
cocktail parties to list them all, it is time 
for one of the highlights of the weekend 
‘Leather Cocktails” 

This event dates back to 1975 and 
the Links MC (New York) and begins 
with the traditional dropping of a metal 
cockring. (Earlier in the day some folks 
mistakenly started drinking early, as 
Baltimore’s own Michael Zito accidentally 
dropped his cockring in the middle of 
Dakota Cowgirl!) Held at the beautiful 
Almas Temple this formal leather party is 
fi rst class in every way. As a large sphere 
with a glowing leather fl ag spun above, 
an impressive group which included 
many from the LeatherSir/ Leatherboy 
family, IML family, and representatives 
from over 100 leather clubs dined on 
jumbo shrimp, crap puffs, and much 
more. A highlight of the evening for me 
was when the owner of The Shore Inn, 
Rick, presented me with my Christmas 
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card, which had come back due to an old 
address. That is what I call hospitality! 
(I was careful however, not to place the 
red envelope in my back pocket!) I love 
“Leather Cocktails”. It is truly one of the 
leather social events of the season.

After brunch on Sunday, it was time 
for the main event, the Mr. MAL 2007 
Contest. The D.C. Cowboys provided 
the opening number as they put their 
own twist on “Hey, Big Spender” from 
Sweet Charity. The headliner this year 
was Varla Jean Merman and her songs, 
jokes, and videos had the audience 
roaring. She apologized for appearing 
in a cocktail dress, but added “when 
she walked down the street in her full 
leather, some bitchy queen yelled that 
her outfit looked better on the first cow!”  

On the serious side there was 
also a thought provoking speech by 
Bo (IML2006) regarding  “apathy and 
indifference being our community’s 
disease of the 21st century.” He proved 
his point of the importance of mentoring 
to the younger generation by asking 
the packed ballroom to raise their hand 
if they are under 30. I saw very few 
hands. Lady Faye (IMsL 2006) also 
delivered a heartfelt speech regarding 
the importance of being prepared and 
having a will. 

After one hell of a great contest, it 

was time to name Mr. MAL 2007. The 
Brotherhood award was a tie and was 
presented to Brian McCoy and Jayson 
Scott. The 2nd runner-up for MAL 2007 
was Rudy Benavides, the 1st runner-up 
was Brian McCoy, and Mr. MAL 2007 is 
Gary Samuels.

The finale was the REACTION 
Dance. The past few years it was held at 
Velvet Nation-which is no more. Well, the 
Centaurs did it again and found another 
great location-the cavernous 9:30 Club 
on V Street. The place was packed to 
the rafters as the leather tribe danced 
the night aware. I was there myself 
until after 3 a.m.-because thanks to the 
Centaurs; I was able to “Come & Get It”-
a renewed spirit of Leather Pride. 
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that occurred for no identifiable reason, 
they are very likely to have a third. With 
each clot, there is a chance that a clot 
can lodge in the lungs before the person 
realizes the leg clot is present. That’s 
why your hematologist is saying that 
since you’ve had two clots, you should 
be on blood thinners for life. However, 
it sounds as if you’ve had, at most, one 
unexplained clot. 

Aspirin is a mild blood thinner. The 
fact that you were taking aspirin when 
your recent clot occurred shows that, 
for you, aspirin is not enough to prevent 
new clots. Fish oil is good in lowering 
cholesterol, but has no effect on blood 
clotting.

If someone in your family also has 
had clots, you may have a genetic 
problem causing higher risk. That could 

be another reason to recommend life-
long therapy.

If you’re not happy with your 
hematologist, get a second opinion 
from..…another hematologist! Talk to 
your family doctor, too. Cardiologists 
don’t work on veins, only on problems 
directly related to the heart. Vascular 
surgeons deal mainly with arteries, 
not veins. The only surgery that is 
used for blood clots is the placement 
of a Greenfield filter, or “umbrella”, in 
the inferior vena cava, the big vein 
that carries blood to the lungs. This 
procedure keeps clots out of the lungs, 
but doesn’t prevent clots in the legs. 

Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of Primary 
Care at Chase Brexton Health Services. 
Send your comments and questions to her 
by email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201.

Yiddish for “Silence = Death,” which we 
took from ACT UP, and making that kind 
of connection between the idea that if 
you don’t talk about something, then it’s 
not going to survive. Or in this case, if 

you don’t sing in Yiddish and play this 
music, then it’s not going to continue to 
flourish. We’ve always been like that, 
and recorded material that’s overtly 
political and talked about political issues 
in our shows.

It’s always been important to us 
not to separate who we are as people 
and our ideals from the music we play. 
I should say that we were given the 
freedom to do that because we stepped 
into the Klezmer revival at that point 
where people were already familiar with 
how the music and the songs went; sort 
of to follow in the footsteps of when 
the music was actively played, and the 
function of music to continue the process 
of it developing.

The Wonder Wheel disc opens 
with “Come When I Call You,” which 
is especially topical at this time. Is 
that why you chose to begin the disc 
with that song, to set the tone?

LS: We really did work closely with 
Danny Bloom, the producer on this 
project and he really did have a lot of 
input as to the choice of songs we put 
on the recording. We do have a lot more 
material that we didn’t use for this. He 
took the songs that we used and pretty 
much made the sequence, as I recall 
which was okay with us. We love all our 
own stuff (laughs), so it’s like trying to 
figure out which one of your children 
you put first in the line. What works for 
the recording, that was definitely part of 
it.

GS: There is also a delightful array 
of musical styles on Wonder Wheel, 
with the island sound of “Mermaid’s 
Avenue,” as an example. 

LS: The thing about “Mermaid’s 
Avenue” was that it was originally kind 

“Wheel” Deal
Continued from page 17

Dr. Eva
Continued from page 13

See “Wheel” Deal on page 24
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Whether you acquire a house for 
investment purposes, as a primary 
home, or as a second or vacation home, 
understanding the philosophy behind 
buying the “ugliest house on the street” 
can help you to make wiser decisions 
and get more value for your money. 

They say that we are defined by the 
company we keep. Applied to real estate 
investment, this sometimes means that 
houses that are ugly ducklings benefit by 
their proximity to those homes that are 
upscale swans. This happens because 
homebuyers shop and compare what’s on 
the market in a particular neighborhood 
and then make offers based on what 
they find. Also, professional appraisers 
calculate value based on side-by-side 
comparisons of such characteristics as 
amenities, square footage, and location. 
Homes near one another are used to 
create a comparable baseline for pricing 
– and if a modest home is surrounded by 
fancy houses, for example, its value will 
be pulled upward thanks to a prestigious 
location. 

Among investors it is often said, 
“Never buy the best house on the block.” 
The logic behind this rule is that the nicest 
properties frequently have the least room 
for upward appreciation. Houses can 
also lose value if they are surrounded 
by less desirable properties, which are 
why investors prefer to buy mediocre 
homes in exceptional neighborhoods, as 
opposed to buying exceptional properties 
in mediocre neighborhoods. 

Buying homely homes is a proven 
path to wealth for those who know how to 
see beyond the blemishes and cosmetic 
flaws and recognize upside potential. 
Here are some tips for finding – and 
making money on – these unrecognized 
diamonds in the rough that inexperienced 
buyers usually overlook.

Don’t judge a book by its cover.

Many seasoned investors prefer 
to buy solid, structurally sound houses 
that don’t necessarily show well or have 
much “curb appeal” – in other words, they 

seek out the less attractive properties 
because those can be converted into 
more attractive returns, dollar for dollar. 

Many houses that don’t look good on 
the surface only need a simple makeover 
in order to make them sparkle. Shabby 
carpet may disguise pristine hardwood 
floors and an unused basement might 
easily convert into extra living space. 
Sometimes an otherwise spectacular 
property looks terrible from the curb 
because it has peeling paint and an 
overgrown, tangled landscape, so 
nobody pays attention to it. But a coat of 
paint and a landscape crew can turn that 
kind of property around in no time at all, 
adding substantial value to it through a 
relatively small investment of capital.

Use building inspectors and 

contractors to help evaluate 
properties.

Hiring structural and mechanical 
inspectors and building contractors to 

scrutinize ever nook and cranny of a house 
before you buy it is the best insurance 
against purchasing a problematic 
property. Licensed environmental 
inspectors should also be used to check 
for radon gas, mold, asbestos, and other 
health hazards that can be extraordinarily 
expensive to remedy. 

Once you’ve found a property 
and have inspection reports in hand, 
get competitive bids from contractors 
for doing upgrades and renovations. 
Sometimes the house listed as a 
“handyman special” is the best value on 
the street, and contractors can help you 
crunch the numbers to make sure.

Study the data, tour lots of homes, 
and be patient.

Realtors can provide you with 

Buying the Ugliest House on the Street: 
A Beautiful Investment Strategy.

detailed sales data for any neighborhood 
or street, to assist you in identifying 
undervalued properties. Scout out as 
many properties as possible with the 
help of a Realtor who understands your 
investment criteria. When shopping for 
bargains it helps to shop ‘til you drop 
– the more houses you look at, the more 
chances you have of finding what you 
want. 

If you see a neighborhood with 
gorgeous homes that are attracting plenty 
of attention from buyers, focus your 
search in the adjacent neighborhoods 
for overlooked properties that may have 
slipped under the radar of others. 

Buy in the off season.
Most real estate markets experience 

a significant slowdown during the cold 
winter months and then perk up again 
when the sun comes out in springtime. 
Prospective buyers tend to stay home 
and wait for more pleasant weather, and 
sellers whose homes have been on the 
market for a long time get especially antsy 
during this long lull in the action. For that 
reason, winter is an ideal time to make 
an offer on those houses that look drab 
and dreary but have underlying beauty. 
Sellers will be more willing to negotiate 
and there will be less competition from 
other buyers.

Finding real estate bargains is the 
easy part, but recognizing them requires 
vision and skill to see beyond the surface 
cosmetics. But once you develop that 
knack – or surround yourself with expert 
consultants to help you figure it out – the 
process can be simple, fun, and profitable. 
Many of the most successful investors 
got rich on ugly ducklings by following 
these basic tips and guidelines.

To find a qualified real estate agent 
to help you locate investment property, 
visit www.GayRealEstate.com or call toll 
free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683).
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of rock tune, more like something that 
The Band might play. More like an 
Americana folk rock song. The producer 
felt that it wasn’t really doing the song 
justice. He came up with the idea of 
making it this sort of Caribbean feel. Now 
the song’s a lot more fun (laughs). We 
have played it in concert before, but in the 
other arrangement, but there are several 
songs on the recording that we still 
haven’t performed (live). It’s one of these 
things where we have some material that 
we have been playing for several years, 
and some of it was brand new.

GS: Another deviation from The 
Klezmatics’ style is the psychedelic 
quality to “Pass Away.” Do you think 
your fans are ready for these slight 
steps away from the more traditional 
Klezmer sound that they are familiar 
with?

LS: I like to think that our fans like 
good music and they like the people in 
the band and what we play and that we 
usually come up with, which was pretty 
diverse before this. We don’t just strictly 
play dancey, happy 2/4 beat Klezmer 
tunes. I don’t think it’s any less diverse 
than our other or more recent records. I 
think that it just goes in a little different 
direction. It’s true that there’s certainly 

more English than you would have heard 
on our other recordings. But as far as 
being recognizably us, it still sounds like 
the band. To me, anyway.

GS: Guthrie was a true man of the 
people, so how do you think he would 
have felt about the lgbt community?

LS: If his writing was any indication, I 
think that he would have seen it as part of 
the international community of people in 
general. The longest time in any place he 
lived was in New York City and Brooklyn. 
He was certainly exposed to and wrote 
about the diversity of the community 
there. Writing these Hanukkah songs on 
the one hand, sort of from the outsider’s 
perspective, but with a lot of respect and 
a lot of humor, I would like to think that 
if he had lived longer and had seen the 
explosion that occurred after Stonewall, 
and what’s happened, that he would 
have maybe taken it up in some of his 
songs. I can’t imagine that he wouldn’t 
have.  He certainly addressed every 
other progressive political issue that you 
can imagine. The reason I say that is 
collections like this and like Billy Bragg 
and Wilco’s “Mermaid Avenue” CDs tell 
us more about Woody Guthrie than we 
used to know. Nora likes to say that 
everybody thinks of him as sort of sepia-
toned, dusty and old looking. Here are 
these songs that are Technicolor in a lot 
of ways.

“Wheel” Deal
Continued from page 20



January 20, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   25 baltimoreoutloud.com

What A Great Time To Buy!
• Low Interest Rates

• High Inventory
• Negotiable Prices and Terms

Ask about a Free Home Inspection
or Current Market Analysis

Kevin Willner
410-340-2201
ReMax Sails

The Willner/Chrissomallis Group
www.wcgroup.info

Featured Listings
1913 E. Lombard St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
7 S. Chester St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
910 Bouldin St. CANTON $ 342,500
1100 S. Decker Ave. CANTON $ 343,000
2317 Furnace Rd. FALLSTON $ 544,900
7504 Iroquois Ave. SPARROWS POINT $ 245,000

Investment Opportunities
510 S. Castle St.  •  FELLS POINT  •  $ 350,000
4150 Eierman Ave.  •  BALTIMORE  •  $ 99,900
412 Newkirk St.  •  BAYVIEW•    $ 164,900
508 Rappolla St.  •  BAYVIEW  •  $ 155,000
22 N. Rose St.  •  PATTERSON PARK  •  $ 164,900
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HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Baltimore’s premiere 

Levi-leather club is seeking energetic, 
outgoing individuals  to work in our 

nightclub/bar. 

Interested applicants should apply in 
person to the bartender after 4 pm. 2022 
N. Charles Street (enter from 21st Street)
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