
September 28, 2007  VOLUME V, NUMBER 11

Story on page 29

See Richard Richardson on page 5

See Basile, Ortega move on on page 4See Road to Equality on page 2

S t a r t  R e a d i n g . . .  O c t o b e r  i s  l g b t  h i s t o r y  m o n t h

By Steve Charing
Senior Political Analyst

September 18, 2007 marked the 
beginning of a new chapter in the 
history book for Maryland’s gay and 
lesbian community. On that fateful day, 
the Maryland Court of Appeals by a 
razor-thin 4-3 margin upheld the state’s 
34 year-old marriage law that defines 
marriage as solely between a man and 
a woman.

A lawsuit that was initiated three 
years ago by 19 plaintiffs challenging 
this statute primarily on the basis of the 
equal protection clause in the state’s 
constitution and gender discrimination 
was successful in a lower court 
proceeding. But the state took it to the 
Court of Appeals, and oral arguments 
were presented by the Attorney 
General’s office and Maryland’s ACLU. 
The latter, along with Equality Maryland, 
shepherded the case through the 
courts and the court of public opinion. 
The panel deliberated for nearly ten 
months.

Using what many gay activists and 
legal experts saw as dubious findings, 
such as the state’s interest to promote 
procreation and that gays already have 

political power, the Court knocked 
down any hope that the judiciary would 
help bring justice and equality to gays 
and lesbians. Instead, pro-marriage 
advocates saw the ball thrown back 
to the unpredictable, highly politicized 
state legislature, where it faces an 
uncertain future.

Anger and Frustration
The ruling left a bitter taste in the 

mouths of the nine gay and lesbian 
couples and a widower who initiated 
the lawsuit. They were demonstrably 
saddened at rally appearances and at a 
press conference following the Court’s 
announcement. 

It was also acrid to the broader 
community who was confident that this 
blue state would join Massachusetts 
as the only ones in the nation to allow 
same-sex unions. If marriage was 
not going to be legalized, then many 
hoped that a lesser arrangement like 
civil unions would be mandated by the 
Court. Neither happened.

While nobody can and should 
fault the hard work on the part of the 
ACLU in the presentation of the case 
and Equality Maryland for its efforts in 

High Court Ruling is a Detour 
on the Road to Equality

Baltimore Eagle Owner Dies

By Kedrick Keys

Dr. Leo Ortega, Executive Director 
and CEO of Health Education Resource 
Organization Inc. (HERO), resigned on 
September 13, effective immediately. 
Robert Ferguson, Development 
Director at HERO, confirmed the 
agency had issues with meeting payroll 
and were in the rear in payroll taxes 
owed to the IRS. “Hero has resolved its 
financial problems and has procured a 
loan through the city to pay off the taxes 
owed to the IRS, but this had nothing 
to due with Dr. Ortega’s resignation.” 

HERO’s and Moveable Feast’s 
Executive Directors Move On

Dr. Leo Ortega

Baltimore Eagle owner Richard 
Richardson died Monday, September 
24 after being rushed to Union 
Memorial Hospital. At presstime, the 
“cause and manner” of Richardson’s 
death are pending, according to 

medical examiners. Earlier this year 
Richardson suffered a minor stroke 
and had complained recently about not 
feeling well.

Originally from Georgia, 
Richardson purchased the popular 
Baltimore levi/leather bar in 1995 from 
founder Tom Kiple. After relocating to 
the city, Richardson lived above his N. 
Charles Street business. An extremely 
private man, Richardson expanded his 
business, purchasing additional real 
estate along North Charles Street and 
recently a parking lot across 21st Street, 
adjacent to the club.

Over the past decade Richardson 
continued the Eagle’s tradition of 
providing a supportive environment 
for Baltimore’s leather community 
sponsoring many fundraisers and 
benefits for local organizations and 
clubs. Richardson also operated a 
leather store, adult boutique and video 
rental business next to the club. 

THE LAIR, airing on-demand on HERE-TV
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securing a diverse representation of the 
community for the lawsuit, exasperation 
has been leveled at some of our elected 
leaders who agreed with the decision.

The most notable target was 
Governor Martin O’Malley, who during 
his election, received vast support—in 
both effort and dollars—from the lgbt 
community. Glenn Dehn, one of the 
plaintiffs in the lawsuit, was miffed that 
Governor O’Malley responded to the 
ruling on local television by saying no 
one should redefine the sacraments. 

“He should know better that this 
wasn’t about religious sacraments,” 
Dehn, trembling in anger, told me at the 
rally outside the First Unitarian Church 
of Baltimore in Mount Vernon. “It was 
about civil marriage, and he knew 
that.” His partner of nearly thirty years, 
Charles Blackburn agreed and was 
equally agitated by the remark. 

R e v e l a t i o n s 
that appeared in the 
Washington Blade 
indicated O’Malley 
had once supported 
civil marriage. But 
he had reportedly 
backtracked from e-
mails with another 
plaintiff, Lisa Polyak, assuring support 
for marriage equality and changing his 
views several times since 2004.

Predictable Rhetoric
Everyone expected the number one 

homophobe in the House of Delegates, 
Donald H. Dwyer, Jr. (R-Anne Arundel), 
to celebrate the decision. He vowed 
to extinguish any possibility of state 
recognition of gay and lesbian couples by 
once again introducing a constitutional 
amendment to ban same-sex marriage. 

Dwyer is concerned that another 
“activist” judge may hear a future case 
arguing from a different perspective and 
rule that same-sex marriage be made 
legal. An amendment would be an 
insurance policy for Dwyer and his ilk. 
(The Appeals Court ruling on this case 
cannot be reintroduced in the future 
using the same basis for the lawsuit; it 
would require a different rationale.)

Of course, other conservative 
homophobic Republicans in the 
legislature want to nail the marriage 
coffin shut as well. Anthony J. O’Donnell, 
House Republican leader from Southern 
Maryland, chimed in on the need for a 
constitutional amendment. “In order to 
prevent an activist judge from taking a 

provision of the law to make a far-reaching 
decision that was never intended, we 
need to clarify the law,” he was quoted 
as saying in the Baltimore Sun. 
What can we expect from the 
Democrats?

There are no known Republican 
legislators who can be counted on 
to support same-sex marriage. The 
challenge pro-marriage equality activists 
face, however, will be the Democrats, 
who hold a seemingly decisive majority 
in both chambers of the General 
Assembly. 

Although O’Malley hinted in an 
interview that civil unions might be a 
possible option, his lack of support for 
same-sex marriage underscores the 
challenges gay activists will face as they 
take the battle to the legislature. Without 
the Democratic governor’s leadership 
and backing on marriage equality or 
similar support from Senate Leader 
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller (who also 

opposes civil unions), it is extremely 
difficult for legislators to stick their necks 
out on this issue. 

Nonetheless, other Democrats 
immediately stepped up to the plate. 
Senator Gwendolyn T. Britt and 
Delegate Victor R. Ramirez, both 
of Prince George’s County, plan to 
sponsor marriage equality bills in 2008. 
Northeast Baltimore County Delegate 
Todd Schuler appeared at the Baltimore 
rally to announce that he wants to be 
the first to support such a bill, which has 
been named the Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act.

Long time supporter of the lgbt 
community and an unabashed advocate 
for same-sex marriage, Delegate 
Elizabeth Bobo (D-Columbia), took a 
wider view and was unhappy about the 
Court’s decision. “I’m concerned, and 
everybody should be concerned,” she 
told me the day after the ruling. “It’s not 
just about gays and lesbians. When 
anyone’s rights are eroded, everybody’s 
rights are eroded.”

Will the legislation come to the 
floor?

A number of observers including 
politicians and those in the media 

believe that neither the pro-marriage bill 
nor the constitutional amendment will 
gather enough steam during the 2008 
session to make it to the floor for a vote. 
Legislative committees—the graveyard 
for unpopular bills—will decide their 
fate. These pundits point to the bruising 
budget battle that must be resolved 
during the upcoming General Assembly 
as a basis for deferring this contentious 
issue to a future legislative session. 

The Democratic leadership, although 
not in our camp, has no appetite for 

a constitutional amendment to be on 
the table during an election year. And 
for the same reason, few legislators 
would be expected, at this time, to vote 
for a marriage bill. The Court issued 
their ruling, and there is no ostensible 
emergency. This matter can wait, they 
will say.

But pro-marriage advocates, 
especially those in same-sex 
relationships, certainly disagree. Their 
lives and those of their families are 
being adversely affected each day by 
the lack of protections that are afforded 
heterosexual couples. 

The challenges ahead
Pressure will be on Equality 

Maryland, the state’s largest gay rights 
advocacy group to deliver over these 
next few years. The organization 
has aggressively raised money and 
increased its staff since the lawsuit was 
initiated to position itself for the long 
fight ahead. 

It must deal with a divided gay 
and lesbian community where many 
are not fully committed to marriage for 
an assortment of reasons. In addition, 
more than a few are angry over the risky 
strategy to shoot for marriage while the 

more attainable accommodation of civil 
unions was ignored. They maintain that 
civil unions are better than nothing at 
all. 

Civil unions or as some call “marriage 
light” may be the only practical short-
term compromise that can be reached 
between anti-gay Republicans and 
election-conscious queasy Democrats. 
But Equality Maryland is adamant about 
seeking full marriage equality. “[We] 
will move full steam ahead by taking 
our case to the General Assembly and 

asking our elected 
officials to extend 
marriage to same-sex 
couples,” according to 
an e-mail statement 
following the ruling.

Unless the state’s 
leadership stands 
unequivocally behind 

marriage equality, it will be unlikely that a 
legislative remedy will be enacted in the 
near future. Recall how the last General 
Assembly failed to enact discrimination 
protection for transgendered individuals 
despite broad support. Realistically 
speaking, what are the odds for anything 
resembling marriage being enacted in 
the near term? It’s a major challenge, 
but nothing is impossible.

For politicians to vote our way, 
they will have to go against the wishes 
of the majority of voters who still, by a 
diminishing margin, oppose same-sex 
marriage according to polls. Advocates 
must separate civil marriage from 
religious marriage as a prerequisite 
to convincing the electorate to get on 
board. The proposed bill will attempt to 
do just that. The mantra, “Civil Marriage 
is a Civil Right” must continue. Putting 
human faces on this campaign is also 
vital. 

The trend has been slowly inching 
in our direction, however. For the 19 
plaintiffs and others in long-term same-
sex relationships, it’s painfully too slow 
and as we’ve seen, disappointing. But 
the road to equal rights is always long 
and uphill and yes, it is sometimes 
impeded by detours. 

Road to Equality
Continued from page 1

Civil unions or as some call “marriage light” may be the only practical 
short-term compromise that can be reached between anti-gay 

Republicans and election-conscious queasy Democrats. 
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• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
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• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

By Kedrick Keys

The Maryland Court of Appeals 
announced a 4-3 decision upholding a 
state law that bars same-sex couples 
from marrying and accessing the 
hundreds of family protections provided 
to married couples and their children 
under state law in Maryland on Tuesday, 
September 18. A press conference and 
rallies were held by the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) and Equality 
Maryland denouncing the decision.

While the court agrees that marriage 
is a fundamental right, it says there is no 
fundamental right to marry someone of 
the same sex. The court says gay people 
aren’t entitled to special protection from 
the court because, although there has 
been a history of unfair discrimination 
against gay people, as a group gay 
people are not politically powerless. At 
Tuesday’s press conference held on 
the steps of Brown Memorial Church in 
Bolton Hill, lead plaintiff Gita Deane said, 
“I think this decision was needlessly 
cruel to lesbian and gay families. For 
the majority of judges who rendered 
this decision, it seems to me that they 
interpreted the law in the Constitution 
in a vacuum, because if laws aren’t 
interpreted in the context of the people 
they serve then they are irrelevant.” 

One of the dissenting judges said 
the legislature should either be required 
to adopt civil unions or marriage. The 

Press Conference and Rallies Held Denouncing 
Courts Decision Against Gay Marriage

other two said that the case should be 
sent back to the lower court for a trial to 
see if government has a good enough 
reason to bar same-sex couples from 
marriage. Lisa Polak, Gita’s partner and 
co –parent of their children, said tearfully, 
“I don’t know how many more signs they 
needed, couples that can’t share their 
health insurance, children with no legal 
connection to their parents, families that 
can’t take care of each other at their 
most vulnerable moments. How many 
more signs do they need?”

“There’s no denying that today is a 
bitter disappointment. It is clearly not the 
end of the road. This is not the first time 
that courts have not gone our way in this 
and in many other civil rights battles and 
it want be the last time. I believe that the 
march of history in this country is indeed 
a march towards justice. The courts are 
thankfully not the last word. In the end 
because justice is on our side, we will 
prevail”, said David Rocah, ACLU of 
Maryland staff attorney. “The court is left 
with only one argument. The idea that 
they deny lesbian and gay people the 
right to marry, because somehow that 
makes it more likely that heterosexual 
people will get married and raise 
children in a stable environment. There 
is nothing about denying my lesbian and 
gay friends, colleagues, neighbors, and 
fellow citizens the right to marry which 
makes my marriage any more attractive, 
any more desirable, any more worth 
entering into, any better, any more stable. 
It is only diminished by the knowledge 
that my fellow citizens can not enjoy 
the same rights and responsibilities that 
they need, deserve, and want for all the 
same reasons I do and for all the same 
reasons I need them.” 

The courts rejects the ACLU’s 
arguments  that barring same-
sex couples from marriage is sex 
discrimination. Democratic State 
Senator, Gwendolyn Britt, and 

Democratic State Delegate, Victor 
Ramirez, announced their intentions to 
sponsor legislation in 2008 that would 
allow same-sex couples to legally marry. 
At the rally for marriage equality held 
that same evening at the First Unitarian 
Church held on Charles and Franklin 
Streets, Todd Schuler (D-Baltimore 
County, 8th legislative district), stated 
he wanted to be the first in showing his 
support. Over a hundred supporters 
gathered in solidarity. 

Approximately hundred protesters gathered to denounce the court decision
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WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND? 
Let us know at 

publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com

To designate your gift to AIDS Action Baltimore 
through The United Way just:

•Ask your Campaign Coordinator for a Campaign Form.
•Fill in the form completely and sign it.
•Check the option marked “Non-United Way Agencies” or “Other 
Health & Human Service Non-Profits” and complete as follows:

AIDS ACTION BALTIMORE, INC.
10 East Eager Street • Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 837-2437

Federal, State and City Employees:  To designate your gift to 
AIDS Action Baltimore through the Combined Charity Campaign, 
see our listing in the Directory of Agency Services.
Current financial audited statements are available upon request. 
Call the AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc. office during normal  
business hours.

�����������
���������
Please help us fight AIDS
Through The United Way and The Combined Charity Campaign

Your donations are fully tax deductible.  Your gift is sincerely appreciated.

Outloud was informed that this change 
came about one week after Ortega’s 
resignation.

When contacted Ortega said, “I 
don’t want to talk about any of this. I 
just want to move on.” Sources say 
the organization also dismissed other 
staff members the same week. Susan 
Ahlstrom, esq., HERO COO and 
Director of the HERO Legal Clinic will 
assume the title and duties of Interim 
CEO as the Board of Directors conducts 
a nationwide search to replace Ortega.

Former Financial Director for HERO, 
Joseph Boyd said, “There were no 
problems with finances when I worked 
at HERO from March 2005 - May 2006. 
I had corrected all of that. I don’t know 
what happened when I left. I’ve tried 
to stay away from it all.” Ortega fired 
his Deputy Executive Director Indira 
Kotval in March 2004 after she reported 
what she believed were questionable 
financial practices to the Board of 
Directors. The situation exploded in the 
press in April 2004 and calls for Ortega’s 
resignation were made at the same time 
Baltimore City Health Commissioner 
Peter Beilenson was asking the FBI to 
investigate the situation.

In Ortega’s years of service 
since 1993, HERO grew to provide 
comprehensive medical, legal, and 
counseling services to Marylanders 
living with HIV/AIDS. His leadership was 
pivotal in establishing HERO’s ability to 
address the changing demographics 
of HIV infections in Maryland. Under 
his guidance, the organization has 
provided community outreach and 
education programs to fight the 
epidemic by preventing new infections. 
Among Ortega’s most significant 
accomplishments is moving HERO 
from its former location on Read St. in 
Mt. Vernon to the Maryland Community 
Resource Center at 1734 Maryland 
Ave.

Vic Basile, Executive Director 
of Moveable Feast, announced his 
retirement, effective December 31. 
During Basile’s tenure, Moveable 
Feast expanded its mission to include 
not only providing prepared meals and 
groceries to people living with HIV/
AIDS and their families, but also those 
surviving breast cancer and other life 

Basile, Ortega move on

threatening diseases. Moveable Feast 
has announced the purchase of a facility 
in East Baltimore to serve as the new 
headquarters.

Basile previously served as the first 
executive director of the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) in Washington, D.C., 
and is currently serving on its board and 
is co-chair. He is also one of the co-
founders of the Gay and Lesbian Victory 
Fund. In the mid 1990’s, he did capacity 
building consulting with many local and 
national nonprofits. During that time, he 
executive produced the ninety minute 
documentary After Stonewall, which 
was broadcast nationally on PBS and 
appears frequently on local PBS stations 
during Pride month.

In 1998, Basile accepted a Clinton 
administration appointment as Director 
of Private Sector Cooperation and 
International Volunteerism at the Peace 
Corps. He recently joined the board of 
the Lambda Literary Foundation. “My 
plans after retirement are still in their 
formative stages, but I want to travel 
and write. I have been apart of the gay 
movement for many years and I think 
it’s time I publish my accounts. I may 
provide my services as a consultant, 
but I have no plans on re-entering the 
political arena”, Basile said. Moveable 
Feast recently purchased property 
in East Baltimore to serve as its new 
headquarters.   

Continued from page 1

Vic Basile
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

The 30th anniversary gala event for 
the Gay & Lesbian Community Center 
of Baltimore (GLCCB) will be held at 
The Walters Art Museum on Saturday, 
October 20, from 8:00 p.m. – Midnight.

The event has been held twice in the 
past with this year’s theme appropriately 
called Tres Out-rageous: When Life 
Imitates Art. It will feature spectacular 
visual presentations including the 
burlesque troupe Gilded Lily, hors 
d’oeuvres by Sascha’s Catering, music 
by DJ Alex Funk, dancing, and a whole 
lot more. Guests are encouraged to 
dress “art-rageously” and create an 
outfit inspired by their favorite piece of 
art.

Five members of the community will 
be honored this year: Harvey Schwartz, 
co-founder of the GLCCB; Lynda Dee, 
local attorney and long-time HIV/AIDS 
advocate; Gilbert Morrisette, former 
president of the GLCCB (1992-1995) 
and former co-chair of Baltimore Pride 
(1990-1994); Skip Peacock (aka Tia 
Chambers) long time supporter of the 
community and City Paper’s Readers 
Poll 2006 Best Drag Performer; and 
Rik Newton-Treadway, owner of the 
Phoenix , alumni of the Center’s 1st 
youth program and active community 
advocate and supporter.

The GLCCB has provided quality 

The GLCCB Announces 30th 
Anniversary Gala

support services, low cost and free 
meeting space, and free information 
and referrals to the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender community 
for 30 years. The GLCCB has touched 
the lives of generations of individuals 
through equality advocacy, social 
events including Baltimore Pride, 
support groups and health forums. The 
GLCCB further impacts the community 
by collaborating with community 
organizations that address a wide variety 
of health, recovery, mental health, legal, 
political, and social issues.

Columbia, MD – PFLAG-
Columbia/Howard County denounces 
today’s ruling by the Maryland Court of 
Appeals, which, by a razor-thin vote of 
4-3, decided to extend discrimination to 
gay and lesbian couples throughout the 
state by preventing them from legally 
marrying. Gay and lesbian Marylanders 
form committed relationships and loving 
families, and they need access to the 
many family protections that the state 
provides to married couples.

“I’m disappointed with the decision,” 
said Colette Roberts, the chapter’s 
chairperson. “I thought Maryland was 
progressive.”

There are many same-sex couples 
in the chapter and within Howard 
County with a significant number who 
are involved in committed, long-term 
relationships for ten, twenty, thirty years 
and more. Many of these couples are 
raising children who also will be denied 
protections that children of heterosexual 

couples routinely receive. 
Added Colette Roberts, “I am upset 

that my daughter Nina and her partner 
Michele will be unable to have the same 
rights as her heterosexual brother and 
sisters. I shall continue to fight to see 
that they and all the gays and lesbians 
in Maryland have deserved family 
protections.” 

Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) is 
the nation’s foremost family-based 
organization committed to the civil 
rights of gays, lesbians, bisexual and 
transgender persons. Founded in 1973 
by mothers and fathers, PFLAG has 
200,000 members and supporters in 
more than 500 chapters throughout the 
United States. To learn more, please 
visit www.pflagmd.org 

PFLAG-Howard County 
Denounces Court Ruling

“Rich was a very private man who 
cared very deeply about Baltimore’s 
leather community. He was also very 
generous in his support to the city’s 
lgbt community,” commented OUTloud 
publisher Mike Chase. “He had a great 
sense of humor, a fantastic green thumb, 
a naturally curious nature and a love for 
all things mechanical. He leaves behind 
a big footprint.”  

Baltimore Eagle staff released the 

following statement, “Our hearts are 
heavy with sorrow. We have a feeling of 
loss, but it is a feeling that will be shared 
throughout the leather community, and 
in fact throughout the community at 
large. We called him Sir, Daddy, but 
most of all friend.”

In addition to many friends, 
Richardson is survived by his mother. At 
press time, plans for a memorial service 
remain incomplete.

Richard Richardson
Continued from page 1
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By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status
Taken.

Work
Owner of Sugar in Hampden.

Best part of your job?
Everything!

Worst part of your job?
I havent found it yet.

All time favorite movie?
City of God.

If you could live in any period of 
history, which would it be?

Right now.

Favorite hobby?
Knitting.

Breakfast out of breakfast in bed?
Out.

Favorite comedian?
It’s so trite, but it’s Ellen.

Last good book you read?
Special Topics in Calamity Physics 
by Marisha Pessl

If you could be on any Showtime/
HBO show, what would it be?

Carnivale, but it’s been canceled, so 
The L Word.

Favorite commercial right now?
I haven’t watched TV in a long time.

If they wrote a play or musical about 
you, what would it be called?

It would be called: “So...”

Favorite magazine?
Bust or Ready Made.

Favorite website?
Ours, of course.

Thunderdome!  Two shall enter, one 
shall leave: Kelly Ripa vs Kathy Lee 
Gifford?

Kelly Ripa hands down.

Apples or oranges?
Apples.

Ninjas or Pirates?
Pirates.

Oreos or chocolate chip?
Both.

Dream car?
A blue 1966 Thunderbird 
convertible.

Dream carreer when you were 8 
years old?

I wanted to be a psychatrist, 
specializing in anerexia & bulimia.  I 
was a weird freaky kid.

What was your first gay date?
We went out to dinner in the 
Warehouse district of Minneapolis, 
and then to a bar called The Metro.

Best Halloween costume?
Catwoman.

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday

Local Delivery 
Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

410-337-3755
409 Washington Ave. Suite 707
Towson, Md. 21204

Jacq Jones
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Miles & Stockbridge

Delegate Karen S. Montgomery
Hugh Silcox & Steve Pestoff

Valerie Strickroth & Teri Dean
Chris Taylor & Thom Shipley

Dave Toth & Ken Bohon

MEDIA SPONSOR
Baltimore OUTloud

Gay Life

Order your tickets today! Visit www.EqualityMaryland.org

*Sponsor and table captain listings are accurate as of September 20, 2007. Please visit our website at www.EqualityMaryland.org for updates.

fifth annual equality maryland

jazz brunch
and silent auction

table  captains *

Brian Armstrong & Ernie England
Lina Ayers

Victor J. Basile
Paul Bittner

Davis Bradley
Jeff Burch & Lou Ghitman

Gretta Estey
Equality Montgomery County

Saul Ewing
Free State Legal Services Project

Sharon Gorenstein, Ph.D.
& Mary Washington, Ph.D.
AMY Grace & Karen Blood

Candace Groudine
Steve Haddad
TJ Hindman
The Hippo

Elbridge & Debra James
Jon A. Kaplan & Joel Pearson

Barry Kessler & David Hankey
Kirk Designs

Jeffrey Knox & Hector Manzano
Tim McCoy & Brian Harvey

Kathy McGuire & Whitney Conneally
John McKee

Moveable Feast
National Black Justice Coalition

Gary Oldenburg
Lisa Orenstein & Rebecca Carle

Jae Patton & Pat Mikos
Vernon Rey

Jeremy Rosendale
Sandy Schmidt & Rita Kranidis
Mark Scurti & Michael Myers
Valerie Strickroth & Teri Dean

Dave Toth & Ken Bohon
Sally Wall & Pat Montley

Scott Wilkins & Zhan Kaplan

get inspired ~ get involved

Keynote Speaker
Civil Rights Icon

Congressman John Lewis

Pioneer for Equality Award Recipient
Victor J. Basile

Award presentation by 
Congressman Barney Frank

Remarks by Human Rights Campaign leaders past and present
Tim McFeeley, Elizabeth Birch, and Joe Solmonese

Sunday, October 28, 2007
11:00 A.M.–2:30 P.M.

Sheraton Baltimore City Center  • 101 West Fayette Street 

Tickets Start at $85
R.S.V.P. before October 21 Dress: Business Casual

For tickets visit www.EqualityMaryland.org
Names will be held at the door.

jazz br unch committee
Jon A. Kaplan, Chair • Paul Bittner • Lisa Kershner, Esq.

Jeffrey Knox • Karen Moore, Esq. • Lisa Orenstein
Dominic Vecchiollo • Mark Walden, M.D.

In light of the recent court decision upholding the same-sex marriage ban in Maryland, it is more important than ever that 
the voice of the LGBT community and our straight allies be heard during January’s state legislative session in Annapolis.

Join us for the Equality Maryland Jazz Brunch on October 28 in Baltimore for an inspirational program
that will help you learn how to get involved at this critical time.
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Baltimore Black Pride
Presents

Solidarity…We as One
Onyx Entertainment’s
Gay Skayte Pre Black Pride 
Skate Kick-Off
Sept 27, 2007
Time: 7-11
Cost: $10 (skate rental included)
Info: 443.220.4671
www.Onyx-entertainment.com 

Kayeaco Productions
PRIDESKATE 07
Oct 4, 2007
Time: 7-11
Cost: $5 – adm. / $2 – skate rental
Info: 443.226.3796

Black Pride Official Events
Blackout Party Meet ‘N’ Greet
Friday, Oct 5th
7p-11p 
Sheraton Center City Baltimore

Workshops / Seminars
Saturday, Oct 6th
11a-5p
Sheraton Center City Baltimore

Cultural Affair
Saturday, Oct 6th
7p-11p
Eubie Blake Center
Cost: $45

Fall Festival Block Party
Sunday, Oct 7th
4p-11p
600 blk of W. Lexington St.

And don’t forget to attend the all the official BBP events as well as all our 
Official party Sponsors; Club Bunns, The Paradox, Burgess and Bender, 

and Onyx Entertainment.

Affirmation Gay and Lesbian 
Mormons will hold its 2007 Annual 
Conference on October 5-7 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel on Capitol Hill. The 
conference marks thirty years since the 
founding of Affirmation in Salt Lake City 
in 1977.

Keynote speakers V. Gene 
Robinson, the first openly gay Episcopal 
Bishop; Harry Knox, the Human Rights 
Campaign’s Religion and Faith Program 
Director; and Carol Lynn Pearson 
Mormon author, will be in attendance. 
The theme for this years event is “A More 
Perfect Union.” Workshops will include 
sessions on lgbt adoption and surrogate 
parenting, workplace issues, religious 
issues, and lgbt health topics. Also 
participating will be representatives from 
Family Fellowship, an organization for 
Mormon parents of gays and lesbians, 
as well as, Gamofites, a support group 

The Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene (DHMH) AIDS 
Administration has received a $2.7 
million grant from the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) to provide increased access to 
HIV testing for previously undiagnosed 
individuals who are HIV positive.

Maryland secured the award, named 
Expanded and Integrated HIV Testing for 
Populations Disproportionately Affected 
by HIV, Primarily African Americans, by 
proposing new and expanded programs 
to increase the number of Marylanders, 
particularly African Americans, who 
know their HIV status. 

The administration will use the funds 
to initiate new HIV testing programs 
in the clinical setting to reach at-risk 
individuals who otherwise would not be 
reached by traditional counseling, testing 
and referral programs. Expansion of 

Gay and Lesbian Mormons to Hold 
Conference in Washington, D.C.

for gay Mormon fathers.  
Entertainment will include a special 

guest appearance by the D.C. Cowboys 
Dance Company, a performance by 
Will Gartshore and a preview of actor 
Steven Fales’ upcoming production, 
“Mormon American Princess”. Book 
signings during the conference will 
feature Jonathan Rauch, author of 
Gay Marriage: Why It Is Good for 
Gays, Good for Straights, and Good for 
America, Carol Lynn Pearson and her 
new book No More Goodbyes: Circling 
the Wagons Around Our Gay Loved 
Ones, and activist Ken Seifert with his 
new novel, The Rising Storm. 

The conference is open to the public, 
but advance registration is required. 
Additional information is available at the 
organization’s web site, www.affirmation.
org/conference.  

Funding Focuses on HIV Prevention 
in African American Communities

existing programs that include integrated 
HIV/STD/hepatitis testing programs 
in STD clinics, alternative-venue and 
mobile HIV/STD testing programs, and 
HIV partner services are also part of 
the grant. The focus will be placed in 
Maryland areas most impacted by the 
epidemic.

Maryland is ranked third among 
U.S. states in the number of AIDS cases 
per 100,000 populations. Currently, an 
estimated 32,000 Marylanders are 
diagnosed and known to be living with 
HIV or AIDS. An estimated 10,000 
additional people are thought to be 
living with HIV and not know their 
status.  African Americans are among 
the groups most affected by HIV and 
AIDS, both in Maryland and nationally. 
Currently the administration provides for 
65,000 – 75,000 tests per year.
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These  news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications for allowing  
us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been significantly 
edited and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned following 
the item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore 
Outloud or Pride Media.

Gay leaders join Jena 6 demonstrations
Jena, LA - Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender leaders joined with thousands of other 
civil rights activists Thursday in Jena, Louisiana 
to support of six black teenagers initially charged 
with attempted murder in the beating of a white 
classmate. Among the gay rights groups represented 
were the National Black Justice Coalition and the 
Human Rights Campaign. Both groups also sent 
representatives to demonstrations in Washington. 
The crowd broke into chants of “Free the Jena Six” as 
the Rev. Al Sharpton arrived at the local courthouse 
with family members of the jailed teens. 

The six teens were charged shortly after the 
local prosecutor declined to charge three white 
teens who hung nooses in a tree on their high 
school grounds. Five of the black teens were initially 
charged with attempted murder, but that charge 
was reduced to battery for all but one, who has yet to be arraigned; the sixth was 
charged as a juvenile.

In Washington, H. Alexander Robinson, the Executive Director of the National 
Black Justice Coalition and Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmonese 
joined hundreds of people at Upper Senate Park. Solmonese told the crowd that 
civil rights are everyone’s fight - straight or gay. He used 
as his example James Byrd, an African American who was 
brutally beaten to death in 1998. Byrd’s family, Solmonese 
told the crowd, later told President George Bush that they 
wouldn’t support hate crimes legislation that didn’t include 
gay people. “The Byrd family didn’t leave us during our time 
of need and we don’t plan on leaving the Jena 6 during their 
time of need,” said Solmonese to cheers. “Because injustice 
against one of us, is a cold, hard reminder that injustice in 
America still exists for a lot of us!” (365Gay.com)

Survey shows companies more 
gay friendly

Washington, D.C. - Major American corporations are 
becoming more and more supportive of their lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender employees, says a new report. 
A record 195 companies nationwide achieved 100% in the 
Human Rights Campaign’s 2008 Corporate Equality Index, 
compared to 138 last year and only 13 in the first report five 
years ago. Additionally, the number of areas the companies 
are scored in has increased each year.

The report, released September 18, rates major 
corporations on their lgbt-affirming policies in hiring, non-
discrimination, equality in benefits, marketing policies 
and advertising. The 195 top scorers have approximately 
8,318,000 full time employees between them. Among the 
519 employers rated, the average score was 81 percent, 
compared to 70 percent the previous year. The standards 
for rating the companies also gets tougher every year. One 
area of improvement is that 58 percent of the companies 

now protect transgender workers.
Nationally, the same three zero scores were back from past years--oil company 

Exxon-Mobil, the world’s largest corporation; Perot Systems, the data management 
company run by two-time presidential candidate H. Ross Perot; and grocery chain 
Meijer of Grand Rapids, Michigan. (Gay Peoples’ Chronicle - Eric Resnick at 
gaypeopleschronicle.com)

New Jersey anti-gay church group loses tax 
status

Ocean Grove, NJ - A church group in 
New Jersey lost its tax-exempt status after 
refusing to allow gay couples to hold civil 
unions at their facilities. The state launched 
an investigation into the Ocean Grove Camp 
Meeting Association after it rejected the 
applications of two lesbian couples that wanted 
to use the association’s beachfront pavilion for 
their civil-union ceremony. The group claimed 
that their Methodist beliefs did not allow them 
to recognize same-sex unions.

On Aug. 13, Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association filed a lawsuit against the 
state for investigating the discrimination claim. Brian Raum, senior legal counsel 
for the Alliance Defense Fund, said in a statement to PGN, “Religious groups have 
the right to make their own decisions without government interference. . . The 
government can’t force a private Christian organization to use its property in a way 
that would violate its own religious beliefs. This action by the state of New Jersey 
is a gross violation of the First Amendment.” Ocean Grove Camp Meeting was tax-
exempt for its beach and boardwalk property under a program for private owners 
who make their property available for public recreation.

Gay-rights advocates are backing the state’s decision, and on Sept. 16, one 
of the lesbian couples suing the association for discrimination held a civil-union 
ceremony a few hundred feet from the pavilion. Janice Moore, 70, and Emily 
Sonnessa, 77, Ocean Grove residents who have been together for 38 years, held 
their civil union on a pier, within sight of the pavilion. (Philadelphia Gay News - Larry 
Nichols at epgn.com) 

Rev. Al Sharpton

Ocean Grove Pavillion
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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There often is confusion on who 
was the first publicly elected GLBT 
person in the U.S. Jose Saria was the 
first to run for office in 1961. A waiter 
and drag performer at Black Cat Café 
in San Francisco, Saria received 5,400 
votes in his bid for San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors. Though unsuccessful 
in the race, he was the out community 
member to run for political office.

It wasn’t until 1974 that an openly 
GLBT person would be elected to 
office. Elaine Noble, a women’s rights, 
gay rights and community activist from 
Boston, ran and won. Overnight, the 
new Massachusetts state representative 
became the highest openly GLBT 
person elected to office and the face of 
gay politics in America. In 1976, Noble 
successfully ran for a second term.

In the early 1970s, Nancy Wechsler, 
a member of the Ann Arbor, Mich. City 
Council, came out as a lesbian during 
her term. In 1974, Kathy Kozachenko, 
an out lesbian, was elected to fill 
Wechsler’s seat on council. But Noble 
opened the door for out politicians at the 
state level and across the country.

Having been a pioneer in gay 
rights, how do you feel about where 
the gay-rights movement is today?

I could never have dreamed of 
some of the advances we have made. 
We have a long, long way to go but we 
have taken some wonderful and grand 
steps, like Massachusetts legalizing gay 
marriage. It makes me very happy.

You and Harvey Milk were the first 
highly visible, openly gay politicians 
of the time. Did it ever occur to you 
that some like what happened to Milk 
could happen?

We both know that there were some 
high risks involved. I think Harvey watched 
my situation very closely because I was 
elected in a largely Irish/Catholic town. 
I was elected in spite of being gay. In 
the height of desegregation in Boston, 
I was riding on the buses with children 
of color. The gay community was just 
as racist as the straight community. So 
I had a lot of issues around race, which 
Harvey didn’t have. There was a level of 
animosity in all strata of society against 
homosexuality. Harvey really was much 
more dramatic and pushed the envelope 
in a way. It was more to his style and he 
was fearless. I think we both knew that 
[one of us was going to die]. You suffer 
enough bomb threats and craziness with 
people shooting through your windows 

Elaine Noble, a Women’s Rights, Gay 
Rights and Community Activist

See Elaine Noble on page 12
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and doing damage to your cars and it 
just escalates.

Did things get easier or harder 
for you once you were in office?

It really got harder in terms of the 
threats and being a target that was 
readily available to people. One day, 
I was walking to the State House and 
there was a guy, 85 years old, and he 
walked up and said, “Rep. Noble.” And 
I reached up to shake his hand and he 
spit on me. And then I turned around and 
he started doing his diatribe. I walked all 
the way home, showered and changed 
my clothes. So, even walking to work or 
riding my bike to work was not terribly 
safe.

In a time where out gays and 
lesbians running for public office 
was unheard of, what inspired you to 
run?

My friend, Ann Lewis, encouraged 
me to run. Ann is very active in Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign right now. She’s 
Barney Franks’ sister. We had helped 
form the Massachusetts Women’s 
Political Caucus and at that time we 
were trying to find women to run. It was 
really Ann’s idea. I said I don’t know if 
I’m electable, being gay. She suggested 
that it probably wasn’t the case and 
knew that there was going to be a district 
that I grew up in, which was adjacent to 
Barney’s. It was being redistricted. We 
had worked on Barney’s campaign that 
got him elected to the State House. It 
was really with Barney Frank’s mother 

and sister that made me take the idea 
seriously. Also they both thought Barney 
was gay and I was sort of a gift to him in 
a way because I think he was struggling 
with his own sexuality at the time.

So did it surprise you when 
Barney Frank later ran against you?

He didn’t run against me. I don’t 
know where people got that idea. That’s 
totally wrong. Barney wanted to create 
me a district, my own seat. And I told 
him no. I had given his sister and mom 
my word that I would never run against 
him and I knew the district would be 
collapsed. Barney went out of his way 
to say he could make a district for me. 
I said, “Barney, I’m done. I’ve hade 
enough and I know you’ll care about 
my constituents and they’ll be absorbed 
into yours. I don’t care to run against 
you.” We milked it for all the press it was 
worth. I never had the intention to run 
against Barney or him against me.

So by the time Barney ran, you 
had pretty much decided …

I was gone. We had decided that 
once I got re-elected into my term. And 
Barney wanted me to stay but I had 
had it. I was emotionally and physically 
exhausted. I got about four or five hours 
of sleep [a night]. My phone was ringing 
constantly from people all over the 
country who had very frightened voices. 
There were people all over the country 
calling and asking if I would come and 
speak. They’d say, “Well, you have a 
responsibility to a bigger constituency.” I 
was pulled in a thousand different ways. 
It was not going to have a happy ending 

and I was smart enough to know that. 
I thought, “Well, I’ve done my best. It’s 
time for me to move on to the next step 
in my own life. I’ve paid my dues.”

Do you think Barney Frank would 
have been as successful if he had 
been out from the beginning?

To be honest, Barney would be 
successful if he were from outer space. 
He’s just one of those rare individuals 
who had natural leadership ability and 
so, so bright. He and his sister share an 
ability to think strategically under fire like 
no other two people I have met in my 
life. They’re never wrong that way. Not 
that they don’t make mistakes. I think 
Barney would be successful no matter if 
he was in the closet or not. He just has 
that talent.

Boston had a lot of social issues 
going on at the time both sexual and 
racial, especially with the issue of 
desegregation of the public schools. 
Did the heightened awareness of 
civil-rights issues in the city have 
any impact on your campaign?

I think in the short term, it probably 
hurt, but it was part of my values 
system. I was an educator. I asked 
for an assignment on the education 
committee at a time where people were 
leaping off of it and I used a lot of my 
campaign workers to stand at the bus 
stops to make sure children got on 
and off the busses safely. Members of 
the gay community and a writer from 
one of the gay newspapers met with 
me privately and asked me to drop my 
stand of desegregation of schools. They 
threatened me and told me if I didn’t 
do this that they would get another 
legislator and I suggested that they do 
just that. It was pretty heavy duty. The 
gay community can be just as racist as 
the straight community and, remember, 
it was Boston in the ’70s.

Do you think that GLBT advocates 
are more or less active than they were 
in the ’70s?

I think that they’ve gotten more 
politically sophisticated and have 
connected the dots seeing that choice 
and freedom is for everybody or it’s for 
nobody.

What do you think when you see 
anti-gay sentiment today, given how 
much more informed the general 
public is compared to the ’70s?

I think, in a way, we have become 
stronger as a community nationwide and 
worldwide. When we become stronger, 
the opposition feels entitled to step 
forward. There is this rigid entitlement 
that comes with people that think that 
their view of the world is the only view 
that one should embrace. It’s sort of a 
Nazi thinking or conservative thinking. 
I shouldn’t equate the two because 
conservative thinking doesn’t mean Nazi 

thinking. Some people might think it is but 
I don’t. There are extremes everywhere 
and when you threaten someone’s world 
— and gay rights threaten a lot of people 
who are not secure in their own world 
— there’s always a backlash. Just like 
with the violence that came with people 
of color saying, “You’re not going to do 
this anymore.” I think it’s the same.

What do you do to keep yourself 
occupied today?

I’m retired. I’m living in Florida. I 
go back and forth to Massachusetts. I 
don’t like the winters. I live in a part of 
Florida where I can have my horses and 
animals. I live a very engaging and quiet 
life with my gay and straight community. 
I’m active in the Democratic Party in 
Florida.

And what about Massachusetts?
You know, I’m sort of like the 

grandmother to everybody. When I can 
help, I’ll help. But the best ting I can do 
just be supporting in the background 
and raise money.

How do you relate to the activists 
groups of today?

I think it’s great. It’s wonderful. The 
more the merrier. People who have a 
political agenda will call and say, “Can 
you help us?” I’m willing to help anyone 
who’s a member of our community. I’m 
just so excited to watch the progress 
being made. It’s thrilling really. [When 
I was elected], the National Gay Task 
Force was just getting started. Now it’s in 
Minnesota and several different states. 
That’s wonderful. It’s the same thing 
with the Human Rights Campaign. They 
all seem to compliment each other. We 
all complain and grumble. In the end, I 
think we have a sophisticated group.

Do you think the political 
foundation you laid in Massachusetts 
is one of the reasons it’s the only state 
that legally allows gay marriage?

I can’t say that. I think I was just 
one piece in a conga line that led up 
to this. People like Joe Berry, who’s 
involved in the Bar Association, the 
Partners Group, which is a group of very 
sophisticated legal minds, and Barney’s 
help contributed greatly. I think there’s 
a whole necklace of wonderful people 
in Massachusetts that made their 
contributions and I’m just one of many. 
Nothing happens because of one person. 
It happens with the culmination of a lot 
of people’s work. And they have taken 
the sting out in the early days of being 
gay. When I was in the legislature, many 
of the representatives and senators 
would say, “You’re the first homosexual 
I’ve ever met.” I’d say, “That’s not true, 
I’m just the first one that said I was.” You 
know them because they live all around 
you. They’re your neighbors. They live 
in your family. n

Elaine Noble
Continued from page 11

Reception at Govans Presbyterian Church

•Meet GLBT people and friends from other  
congregations and civil groups

•Enjoy wine, cheese, crackers  
and non-alcoholic beverages

•Bring a snack to share if you can

WHEN: September 28
WHERE: Govans Presbyterian Church

5828 York Road, Baltimore, MD 21212
TIME: 7- 9 pm

PHONE: 410.435.9188

GLBT and Friends
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846

www.blackroseimaging.com
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FULL SERVICE SALON

Alec-Edwards Salon
F U L L  S E R V I C E  S A L O N

Hair Care • Skin Care • Massage

(410) 279-7218
http://alecedwardssalon.googlepages.com
Visa/Mastercard accepted

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING
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As the Maryland Court of Appeals 
squashed any immediate hopes for 
same-sex marriage here, the reasoning 
they used have caused legal experts 
and gay activists to scratch their 
heads. Personally, I cannot fathom 
how such well-educated and respected 
individuals can be so ignorant, but they 
sure demonstrated that in the majority 
opinion. 

To be fair, these arguments weren’t 
totally the Court’s fault; they were 
included in the state’s briefs and echoed 
at the proceeding last December when 
the oral arguments were presented 
that at times led to quiet sneers by 

the dismayed lgbt contingent in the 
courtroom. But the four judges who 
constituted the fateful majority bought 
them, with minimal questioning, and 
that is astounding.

One of these was that marriage 
should only be between a man and a 
woman for procreation purposes. They 
conveniently skipped over the fact that 
elderly people who decide to marry 
as well as couples who cannot have 
children either by choice or for biological 
reasons hold valid marriage licenses. 

Then there is also the near-comical 
argument that marriage is a good 
option for those who “accidentally” 
procreate. Accidents do happen in the 
home, without question. People fall off 

ladders, trip down stairs, etc. They even 
accidentally set off fires. But one person 
landing on top of another by accident and 
penetrating to the point of conception 
is an accident that may not appear in 
many home safety brochures. 

But the one argument that is most 
troublesome is the assumption that the 
gay and lesbian community has sufficient 
political power to remedy any ills, and 
therefore, is not a suspect class. 

But are we that powerful? Let’s take 
a look. 

If we are so powerful, why did 
we have to sue to be able to legally 
marry and receive the benefits, rights 

and responsibilities that heterosexual 
couples take for granted? 

If we are so powerful, how was it 
that former Governor Ehrlich was able 
to veto a fair-minded medical decision-
making legislation without much protest 
from our legislative representatives who 
had voted for it.

If we are so powerful, how did 
Governor O’Malley backtrack so easily 
on his original support for same-sex 
marriage and smacked us in the face 
by bringing up religion knowing that the 
plaintiffs were seeking civil marriage 
rights? 

If we are so powerful, how is it that 
non-citizens, felons, drug abusers and 
sub-intelligent individuals are allowed 

Do We Really Have that 
Much Political Clout?

to serve openly in the military, but gays 
and lesbians may not? 

If we are so powerful why is it that 
criminals, drug abusers and adulterers 
may participate with aplomb in the world 
of sports and make tons of money from 
it, but an openly gay athlete would likely 
be shunned by teammates, fans and 
potential corporate sponsors? 

If we are so powerful, why can 
murderers, rapists, arsonists, child 
molesters, drug dealers and bank 
robbers get to marry anyone they 
choose, but gays and lesbians can only 
do so in one state out of fifty? 

If we are so powerful, how come 
only one state out of all those that tried 
managed to defeat a constitutional 
amendment that would ban same-sex 
marriage? 

If we are so powerful, why can’t a 
Federal law outlawing discrimination 
based on sexual orientation sail 

through Congress without a threat of a 
presidential veto? 

And, if we are so powerful, why 
cannot a gay man or a lesbian hold 
his or her partner’s hand while walking 
down the street without fear of someone 
pounding the back of their head with a 
baseball bat? 

As you can see, the justices on the 
Court of Appeals failed to ask the state’s 
attorney these very questions. 

There is no doubt we have made 
substantial progress. But to say we have 
political clout that obviates the need for 
protection from discrimination is patently 
off the mark. 

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.
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This particular set of writing 
introduces some thought about the 
supportive role of government and its 
economically challenged citizens. Being 
asked to contribute to this newspaper for 
Black and minority people in particular, I 
find it helpful to write in a more general 
context so that others might be reached 
when discussing social issues. Overall, 
it may be time for us to take a deeper 
look at our beliefs about many issues 
no matter what our positions are or no 
matter what we expect when it comes 
to others in the nation. We often form 
opinions according to our own specific 
needs. At the same time we basically 
believe what we want and do not usually 
work for reconciliation. We also expect 
unity in odd places after a weak history 
when it comes to us helping our fellow 
men. I do not find that Americans are 
more giving or more sensitive than others 
anywhere in the world. We only pride 
ourselves in being American even if that 
weak history shows some reflection of 
choice by giving. In other words, giving 
is not generous and may exhibit less 
meaning if we choose to practice in this 
act in purpose driven ways. Is there a 
choice when it comes to taking this sort 
of action? I really want to stress feeding 
the less fortunate, healing, shelter and 
a future commitment to this duty without 
seeing the end-sight. For Black people, 

I am encouraged by our history. I can 
recall my grandmother and her sisters 
sharing in commendable ways so that 
other Black people had a bit more 
than they started with. Besides all the 
disheartening language on responsibility, 
charity is a governmental duty.

The best model for charity may not 

be seen as existing from the government 
but their role must never be dismissed. 
All such help from the average citizen, 
a neighbor, or congress has to depict 
support for life and a pureness in the very 
process. It must run throughout the world 
whether there are poor or bourgeois 
players involved in these few suggestions 
about assistance with food and shelter. 
A sad day appears when persons who 
are elected to office cannot provide this 
assistance. Even after much debate, the 
whole society is not connected if its parts 
are left suffering. Too, it is not true that 
poverty begin with a bad choice. So we 
must be compassionate about our role in 
all of this.

On the other side of this thought, it 
may come as some surprise to many that 
government policies harm poor people 
with an often impending strain. We may 
have heard how the elderly must choose 
between eating or electricity or medicine. 
Some that are wealthy might be afraid 
that their secret, with control, might 
someday be let out about how to keep 
poor people in their place. This is not 
new information; however, it baffles me 
about how long poor people can remain 
dormant or asleep about this fact. When 
these men and women do awake they 
will probably force those that govern 
them to replace old policy with ones 
they can sit in on. The same will show 
less patience for intolerable acts by 
officials who use forms in celebrity ways 
with opportunities to misguide them. 
The powerful government will reduce its 
swell. Before this day, men and women 
might reach across communities when 
their suffering becomes great enough. 
When propaganda fails or men and 
women loose their taste for it we may 
see new government that is brought 
back to something that resembles a 
better purpose. Black men and women 
in power at the government levels must 
face that they have enemies because of 
poor and minority people. If they know 
this now they have failed to use all 
measures to release what is fact for the 
sake of personal gain.

Where are these great Black men 
and women when police appear to 
write citations to make money? Where 
are these when police beat Black men 

Brilliance at its best!!  I introduce Reschar Isom, poet, author, dancer, archivist, 
thinker, philosopher, globe trotter, Towson University student, and currently 
Facilitator of The Portal’s 7:00 pm Friday Night Men’s group “Brothers of Baraza.”

Where Are the People’s Enemy?” Pt. 1

Reschar Isom

By Meredith Moise

The Black community has taken up 
the cause of 6 young Black men accused 
of beating up a white classmate in Jena, 
LA. The incident is the culmination of 
a series of racially charged episodes 
faced by Black high schoolers in the 
town. The Jenna 6 movement, if you 
will, began when Black students at the 
local high school sat under a tree used 
as a meeting spot by white high school 
students. The next day, Black students 
found 3 nooses hanging from the tree 
and it was on from there!

In recent event, Rev. Al Sharpton 
and Jesse Jackson led almost 40,000 
people to Jena to protest unfair treatment 
of Black in the town. The boys were 
charged as adults. The white students 
who were responsible for the nooses 
were not charged with anything and 
given a 3 day suspension from school. 
Black folks around the country became 
incensed at the seemingly unequal 
treatment of the cases. Rallies in Jena 
were mirrored around the nation. We 
even had 3 rallies here in Baltimore. 
Many Black folks are now claiming this 
is the start of a 21st century civil rights 
movement. 

Truly, this has galvanized members 
of the Hip Hop generation (aka 
generations X, Y and Y not!). We now 
confront new century racism naturally 
spring from centuries of home grown 
American racial oppression. But I 
suggest that we pause for a minute 
to really explore the framing of a new 
“civil” rights movement.

I cheer this movement to shed light 
on the continuing inequities that exist 
in the American justice system. People 
of color face Jena-like situations each 
day. But at some point, we are missing 
the beat. Although we can mobilize 
thousands to protest this obvious 
injustice, we are loathe to mobilize 
against the rampant violence plaguing 
Black communities across the nation. 
Since the years of the first Million Man 
March, violence seems to be on the 
upswing in Black America. Our own 
beloved Baltimore is on a record pace 
for 300 murders this year. A large swath 
of those victims are Black young men 
between the ages of 16-30. 

One again, I see many Black folks 
pointing the finger at white racism as 
the source of all our challenges. And 

although it is true that white supremacy 
and privilege are at the roots of North 
American racial oppression spanning 
400 years, we can no longer afford 
to pass the buck on Black on Black 
violence. It is up to the Black community 
to stop this tide of self destruction, this 
self immolating machine of death.

This mind numbing phenomenon 
disproportionately takes young Black 
men in the prime of life. Most of these 
men are killed by other young Black 
men. This has become so common 
place, we are unfazed by its frequency. 
An entire generation of Blacks is 
disappearing. Can we say genocide? If 
I see another “Ray Ray: RIP” shirt, I am 
gonna scream. We make music of this 
tragedy and play it on videos as if it is 
sport. Is this how we handle grief?

And in the midst of the decimation, 
we have leaders and preachers who 
continue to blame “the white man” for 
all of our ills. I submit this is the most 
pressing issue facing Black folks today, 
not gay marriage or white racism. We 
must be the saviors we are looking 
for. On God’s glorious green Earth, we 
must be the change we want to see in 
our community. It is the blind eye to 
violence that is consuming us.....we are 
at war with ourselves.

We refer to the civil rights movement 
with nostalgia and hope. But we need to 
move toward looking at this as a human 
rights issue. This struggle to wage 
peace in Black America is a human 
rights issue. As human beings, we have 
a right to live in safety. We have a right 
to live! Any one that violates this right 
is violating our humanity. This goes 
beyond our rights a citizens, which is 
what civil rights are about. This points 
to our right as human beings to live 
in our communities without the fear of 
being murdered by one of our own. The 
time has come for African Americans to 
assume the mantle and responsibility 
of our humanity. We must being to talk 
about living in peace as human beings. 
And until we take that stand, we will 
continue to marginalize ourselves with 
the old civil rights speak of the 60s. This 
new century demands that we address 
issues from a human rights framework. 
If we do not, we will miss an opportunity 
to finally reclaim what the slave master 
wanted to snatch from us, our human 
selves.

Moving from Civil to Human 
Rights: A Jena 6 Thought

Baltimoreoutloud.comSee People’s Enemy on page 18
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MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

BREX Mental b columbia  4/25/07  12:32 PM  Page 1

Bob Roehr

International clinical trials of what 
many believed to be the most promising 
vaccine against HIV were stopped on 
September 21. The STEP study enrolled 
3,000 participants in a joint effort by the 
pharmaceutical company Merck and 
the NIH National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). It was 
begun on in December 2004.

The vaccine neither reduced the 
number of persons who became infected, 
nor eased the course of disease of 
those who became infected, according 
to a scheduled interim analysis. It was 
conducted by a Data Safety Monitoring 
Board (DSMB), an independent panel of 
experts that had access to all of the data 
that even the leaders of the trial could 
not see under the rules of the trial. 

In fact, those who received at least 
one dose of the vaccine were slightly 
more likely to become infected with HIV 
than were those who received a placebo. 
But the numbers were small, 24 of 744 
and 21 of 762 respectively. Among 
volunteers who received two doses of 
the vaccine, 19 of 672 became infected, 
while only 11 of 691 in the placebo arm 
became infected. 

The findings did not reach what 
is called statistical significance; the 
differences might possibly be explained 
by randomness, rather than be a product 
of the vaccine used. 

However, what is clear is that the 
vaccine provided no protection, and so 
the STEP trial and another more recently 
initiated trial were stopped. No more of the 
vaccine will be administered while a full 
and complete analysis of the data takes 
place. Meanwhile, study participants are 
asked to continue with their follow-up 
visits so that they can be monitored and 
additional data gathered. 

Peter S. Kim, PhD, president 
of Merck Research Laboratories, 
expressed disappointment with news of 
the interim analysis. “Sadly, developing 
an effective AIDS vaccine remains one 
of the most challenging tasks facing 
modern medicine.” 

NIAID Director Anthony Fauci has 
often explained, “With other viruses, 90+ 
percent [of those who become infected] 
can clear the virus, even smallpox and 
polio.” The trouble with HIV is that “the 
natural immune response is inadequate.” 
He said, with an HIV vaccine, we are 
trying to create what nature has not 
been able to create. 

and women like I have never seen, 
compared, to the beatings of Whites? 
Can I find Republicans and Democrats 
at wine and cheese events when old 
people freeze to death in their homes or 
televisions present these Black officials 
during a visit to a soup stall during a 
holiday? Again, more protest ought 
to come from the other side of those 
communities that cannot escape being 
made aware of these facts.

Church charity and “ask not what 
you can do for your country,” can, in no 
way separate out the role of government 
to lead us into being better citizenry. The 
structures for the government do tax 
the citizen and the proletariat is a most 
important figure here. Anyone arguing 
that government should not maintain 
these kinds of responsibilities fails to 
isolate these people’s importance. The 
powers must not abuse. If our dollars 
have ended up in any immoral idea or 
place without any broadcast and debate 
then poor people should accept that they 
have been tricked, and those involved in 
this deception must be removed.

Perhaps I have described an 
extreme America that some do not 
understand. At times all of us experience 

HIV Vaccine Trials Stopped a romantically exposing America where 
lifestyles do not ever mimic our own in 
any resemblance or desire. Most of us 
have felt the absence for redress with 
what is recently being revealed about 
abuses with money and policy. We 
may not be partakers in any industrial 
position as a nation in the future. Too, 
these opinions may challenge the very 
idea that America’s proclamation about 
the nation may not be supportive about 
it being great. Our knowing that some 
of us are suffering from decay and bad 
policies means that we acknowledge 
failure as a nation. In being Black and 
minority, perhaps one thing is useful as 
we gaze up at our distinct legacy about 
where we have come from and how we 
might return in understanding about how 
to. We are not morally high and must face 
loving all of our family. Our gay brothers 
and sisters are as badly represented as 
others have represented us. We have 
not chiseled our best model yet. More 
should be said by our better writers on 
this subject. Mental health, education, 
and the basic necessities for living will 
see more mention with my part it in. 
Again, if these issues do not matter then 
our country is only as good as the next. 
In taking a very different view of things 
we have to ask where is the people’s 
enemy.

People’s Enemy
Continued from page 17
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A Welcoming Congregation With Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

We also welcome you to participate in our fine 
worship and music program, directed by Bruce 

Eicher and including cherub choir, children’s 
“Alleluia” choir, youth choir, chancel choir, hand bell 

choir, organ and other instruments.
We welcome you to worship each Sunday at 

8:30 AM and 10:00 AM

Grace United Methodist Church

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, 
pursuit of justice and resistance 

of oppression

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
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Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?
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Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785
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������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

Continued on next pageGOT
NEWS?

Send it to 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Affirmations

One In Ten Presents

The Nation’s International 
LGBT Film Festival

October 11–20, 2007
More than a festival!
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Temperatures are dropping – 
slightly – and the months of mostly loud 
blockbusters filled with superheroes and 
pirates is now behind us. So what do 
movie fans have to look forward to in the 
coming months? Well, fall is traditionally 
the start of the Oscar consideration 
season (after the traditional cinematic 
dumping ground of September), and 
we’ll see a mix of films that set out to not 
only entertain us, but are vying for some 
love from the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences as well. So let’s take 
a look at what Hollywood has in store for 
us between now and Thanksgiving.

September 28
Across the Universe - Director 

Julie Taymor brings us a love story set 
against the backdrop of the turbulent 
60s, from the dockyards of Liverpool to 

the riot-torn streets of Detroit. The film’s 
hook is that, first, it’s a musical, and 
second, the cast is singing the songs of 
The Beatles. Taymor’s challenge will be 
to take songs which have no relation to 
each other and weave them into a story 
that makes them organic to the plot. It 
looks to be visually stunning, but early 
reviews have been mixed. 

Also opening: the documentary 
Deep Water; the romantic drama Feast 
of Love with a star-studded cast including 
Morgan Freeman, Greg Kinnear, Selma 
Blair and Jane Alexander; The Game 
Plan starring Dwayne The Rock Johnson; 
and the action-thriller The Kingdom with 
Jamie Foxx, Jennifer Garner, Jason 
Bateman and Chris Cooper. 

October 5:
Ben Stiller returns to grown-up 

comedy with his remake of the cult 
classic The Heartbreak Kid. The 
original Charles Grodin film may not be 
remembered by many filmgoers today, 

but those who do love the film are a bit 
apprehensive about this new take which 
makes some major changes to the plot. 
Will Stiller’s version stand on its own, or 
will it tarnish the memory of the original? 
We’ll find out soon. 

Also opening: the true-life drama 
Into the Wild directed by Sean Penn; the 
romantic drama The Jane Austen Book 
Club with Kathy Baker, Maria Bello, 
Lynn Redgrave and Jimmy Smits; the 
reggae/hip-hop musical Feel the Noise; 
and the kid-oriented fantasy film The 
Seeker: The Dark is Rising.

October 12:
The Darjeeling Limited will probably 

draw curious viewers to the theaters 
this weekend not because of the title or 
director (Wes Anderson – whose films are 
an acquired taste), but because of one 
if the three male leads – Owen Wilson. 
The film also stars Adrien Brody, Jason 
Schwartzman and Anjelica Huston but 
Wilson’s recent personal problems may 
help draw in a larger audience. Another 
film that’s sure to be Oscar bait is 
“Elizabeth: The Golden Age,” the sequel 
to the Oscar-winning Elizabeth - the film 
which made Cate Blanchett a star. Is the 
Academy ready to crown another queen 
with an Oscar this year (Helen Mirren’s 
Queen Elizabeth won last year). Also 
opening: the controversial, NC-17 rated 
Lust, Caution from acclaimed director 
Ang Lee (Brokeback Mountain); sports 
drama The Final Season with Sean 
Astin and Powers Boothe; horror flick 
Rogue, starring Michael (Alias) Vartan; 
Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married, 
which features Perry – not as Madea 
–and Janet Jackson; and crime thriller 
We Own the Night with Joaquin Phoenix, 
Mark Wahlberg and Robert Duvall. 

Fall Movie Preview

Across the Universe

The Heartbreak Kid

See Film Fall Preview on page 22
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410.547.SEAT  • BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • Box Office (M-Sat 10a-5p) • Groups 20+ call 410.837.0110 

Tickets On Sale Now!
October 16-21 • Hippodrome Theatre

France-Merrick Performing Arts Center

Tickets subject to additional service charges and handling fees. Due to the nature of live entertainment; times, dates and performers are subject to change. No exchanges or refunds.

Good Morning Baltimore!
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October 19
Ben Affleck returns to the big 

screen, but as director this time, with 
the thriller Gone Baby Gone, which also 
stars brother Casey. The film’s release 
has already been delayed in Europe 
due to the subject matter which was 
too similar to the current situation with 
baby Maddie. Both Afflecks are winning 
positive reviews so it will be interesting 
to see if the film’s drama will make U.S. 
viewers draw comparisons with the 
current real-life drama. 

Also opening: 30 Days of Night 
starring Josh Hartnett as the sheriff 
of an Alaskan town which doesn’t 
see sunlight for 30 days every winter 
turning the town into a feeding ground 
for a horde of vampires; sports comedy 
The Comebacks; political thriller 

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by Lambda Rising,
located at 241 West Chase Street, on Friday,

September 28th for your chance to receive a pass,
good for two, to an advance screening.

No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. 
One pass per person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible.  

Rated R for language and some nudity.

OPENS IN BALTIMORE OCTOBER 5

&

INTO THE WILD

Rendition starring Oscar-winner Reese 
Witherspoon and Jake Gyllenhaal (is 
this the film that broke up Reese and 
Ryan?); Things We Lost in the Fire 
starring Oscar-winner Halle Berry; and 
a reissue of Tim Burton’s The Nightmare 
Before Christmas in 3D! 

October 26
Steve Carell stars as an advice 

columnist who needs to take his own 
advice in Dan in Real Life; Ryan Gosling 
stars as a troubled young man in love 
with a mannequin in Lars and the Real 
Girl; and horror film lovers can rejoice 
(?) with the release of Saw IV. 

November 2
The long awaited animated film 

Bee Movie starring the voice of Jerry 
Seinfeld finally flies to the big screen (it 
seems like they’ve been promoting this 

movie for the past two years); Denzel 
Washington and Russell Crowe star in 
American Gangster, directed by Ridley 
Scott; John Cusack stars in The Martian 
Child with sister Joan; and controversial 
drama The Kite Runner looks at the final 
days of Afghanistan’s monarchy and 
the atrocities of the Taliban. November 
9: Tom Cruise stars with Meryl Streep 
and Robert Redford in the political 
drama Lions for Lambs, also directed by 
Redford. 

November 16
Robert Zemekis’ motion-capture 

animated film Beowulf opens with an 
animated, scantily-clad Angelina Jolie; 
the timely documentary Darfur Now; 

Elegy, a drama starring Penelope Cruz 
and Ben Kingsley; the film adaptation 

of the best-seller Love in the Time of 
Cholera starring Javier Bardem; and 
the fantasy film Mr. Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium starring Dustin Hoffman and 
Natalie Portman.

November 21
The eagerly anticipated Stephen 

King adaptation, The Mist floats onto 
screens, and if it’s half as scary as the 
short story this one will be a winner. 
Directed by Shawshank Redemption 
director Frank Darabont, the film’s all-
star cast includes Thomas Jane, Marcia 
Gay Harden, Andre Braugher, William 
Sadler and Frances Sternhagen. 

Also opening: Disney’s animated/
live-action twist on classic fairytales 
Enchanted could be pretty funny; action 
thriller Hitman stars Timothy Olyphant 
and Dougray (Desperate Housewives) 
Scott; and This Christmas stars Delroy 
Lindo, Loretta Devine and Regina King. 
There should be plenty of films for all 
movie fans to enjoy over the next couple 
of months before Hollywood rolls out 
the real big guns in time for the holiday 
season. Remember, all dates are 
tentative and subject to change at any 
given moment, so check you local listing 
for dates, theaters and show times. 

For full reviews of the latest films, 
visit Chuck online at www.myspace.
com/nowshowingtv.

Film Fall Preview
Continued from page 20

Gone Baby Gone

Bee Movie

Beowulf
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Director Eric Shaeffer has never 
helmed a production of Sondheim’s 
Merrily We Roll Along, and with all of 
his experience with the 
composers works it’s 
still a tough show to 
mount. Rarely produced, 
Merrily, makes it’s 
audiences work very 
hard to appreciate the 
show beyond the score. 
But what a tune filled 
score it is. “Not a Day 
Goes By,” “Old Friends,” 
“Good Thing Going,” all 
have become staples of 
cabaret and pop singers 
all over the world; 
recorded by everyone 
from Streisand to Barry 
Manilow. 

The story progresses backwards so 
I wasn’t joking about the work it takes to 
watch it.

Three life long friends are estranged 
at the beginning of the show. Composer 
Franklin Shepard has sold-out (and 
screwed up his personal life in the 

process) alienating his two best friends, 
collaborator Charlie Kringas and gal pal 
Mary Flynn. Franklin has become out 
of control because of his success and 
believes he owns the world around him. 
His ex-wife (the amazing Tory Ross) 
knows the score but still loves him. 
Unfortunately so does Mary who turned 
to the bottle for solace. 

The two hour show proceeds back to 
the time of their first meeting; wide-eyed 

innocents with the world to conquer. 
Mary wants to be an author and has 
one bestseller before going numb. 

Charlie only wants to 
write new Broadway 
shows instead of selling 
out to Hollywood which 
Franklin does. All the 
vitriol comes out during 
a live TV show resulting 
in a physical altercation 
between the two friends 
and the estrangement. 

Director Schaeffer 
has mounted a 
handsome, polished 
production on par with 
the version he produced 
a few years ago as part 
of the Kennedy Center 
Sondheim Festival. 

He’s awarded the Washington area’s 
preeminent musical actor Will Gartshore 
the near impossible role of Franklin and 
he astounds us both dramatically and 
vocally. He may end up with his third 
Helen Hayes award for this performance. 
Lovable Charlie is played with hang-

dog intensity 
by Broadway 
performer Erik 
Liberman and is the 
centerpiece of the 
story. Tracy Lynn 
Olivera plays the 
emotions well and 
sings beautifully, 
but her drunk act 
needs some work.

All in all this is 
a great production 
and probably the 
best staged one 
you will ever see.

Sondheim’s Merrily We Roll Along 
– Signature Theatre, Arlington . Now 
though October 14. Tickets: www.
ticketmaster.com or www.signature-
theatre.org.

New Season With 
Great Productions

��������
By Ben Ryland

Titanic: The Musical
Astounds at Toby’s Columbia

Even though it is only September 
with 3 months remaining until my Best/
Worst list of 2007 theatre, I am going 
out on a limb and declare that Toby’s 
Columbia Dinner Theatre’s production 
of Titanic is the best regional musical 
production of  2007. When it was being 
created in New York the rumors were 
flying about this show being the biggest 
disaster in Broadway history. Critics 
destroyed it opening night but then 
something wonderful happened. The 
public embraced it and word-of-mouth 
sent ticket sales through the roof

Several months later after winning 

the Tony as Best Musical those pundits 
stealth fully changed their minds by 
giving the award-winning score and 
production its due. After a successful 
run it toured nationally in a much scaled 
down version but lost its heart- Toby has 
found it again. Titanic: The Musical was 
never about the sinking of the ship or 
what could be called the special effects 
hardware on stage. Instead it is about 
the people and their individual fates 
which will have you misty-eyed and 
joyous at the same time. The spirit of 
the characters are brought to life by an 
impeccable cast so into their roles you 
will feel their essence. Playwright Peter 
Stone has incorporated the real officers 
and first-class passengers onboard 
along with composites of the lower 
classes. He created a genius device 
in fictional character Alice Beane. As 
a socialite wannabe, Alice is a second 
class passenger anxious to hobnob with 
the millionaires despite her loving, long 
suffering husband’s attempts to make 
her happy with his small fortune. Alice 
becomes the Greek chorus of the show 
introducing the real characters brilliantly 
along with the scandals behind many 
of their fortunes- all based on fact. She 
also effectively handles the comedy 
relief during many tense moments. But 
the true heroes of this story are the 
immigrants of the lower classes wanting 
to better themselves in America where, 
“the streets ARE paved with gold.” 
Officers and crew are also afforded 
the same prominence on stage as they 

try to hold everything together in what 
will become the biggest sea disaster 
in history. The ships owner J. Bruce 
Ismay demands Captain, E. J. Smith 
and builder, Thomas Andrews to push 
Titanic harder to create a navel legend. 
Unfortunately he got one.

 The music and lyrics by Maury 
Yeston (Nine) are rich with haunting 
anthems and soaring ballads; with a 
few comic relief numbers thrown in 
the mix. The opening 17 minute sung-
through sequence sets the stage for the 
wonderment ahead while giving a sense 
of foreboding of what is about to happen. 

It is one of the most beautiful pieces of 
music in recent musical theatre history 
and the cast here knows how to sing it.

There are no weak links in the 
cast with the exception of the villain 
Ismay being played a tad over the top. 
Standouts include Janine Gulisano-
Sunday as Alice Beane, Jessica Ball as 
the main Kate and Joseph Thanner as 
her intended. The list goes on and on 
but there isn’t space to list all 25+ actors. 
However, newcomer to Toby’s (and 
hopefully someone who will stay around 
for a while) Sam Ludwig will break your 
heart crew member who offers his life to 
save those who have been responsible 
for his paycheck over the years. And 
what a voice.

There are a few staging problems 
with being in the round (since it is about 
a linear platform, a ship) but they are 
minor compared to the incredible rented 
original Broadway costumes and the set 
pieces that evoke sections of the Titanic. 
The ending seemed a little rushed and 
the crash could have been more dramatic 
but I am probably being picky.

It you have never seen Titanic: The 
Musical you must see this production 
and if you have already seen this Tony 
award-winner go experience its magic 
again. You will have a thrilling evening 
of theatre.

TITANIC: The Musical – Toby’s 
Columbia Dinner Theatre. Now 
through November 11. Tickets: 410-
995-1969.
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SUGARLOAF
CRAFTS FESTIVAL
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To preview the show, get discount admission coupons,
directions & more visit our website or call 800-210-9900
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Bill LaVorgna, Musical Director

proceeds benefit

Education, Services, 
Supports and Employment 
for People with Disabilities.

Reserved General Admission Tickets: $50 and $75 

Call The Meyerhoff Ticket Office: 410.783.8000
or all Ticketmaster Locations.

Tickets are subject to handling fees and service charges.  No exchanges or refunds.

Media Sponsors: WMAR, WLIF, The Examiner, The Daily Record

Saturday, October 27, 2007 · 7:30pm
������������������������������������������������

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Honorable Francis X. Kelly
& The Kelly Family

2007 Chimes Hall Of Fame  
honoring

By Kedrick Keys

Reina Williams, was born Tatiana M. 
Williams on Sept 17, 1982 in Baltimore. 
Reina is an out and proud lesbian. 
Part Dominican, Reina means “Queen” 
in Spanish and her royal prowess 
shines, as a singer, songwriter, rapper, 
producer, engineer, and performer of 
her own original compositions. Born 
and reared in a musical family, an opera 
singer mother and musician father, 
Williams began her music career as an 
extra on stage with the Baltimore Opera 
Company when she was 17 months old. 
Formal musical training began at the 
age of five, with private piano lessons. 

Williams has been writing music 
and lyrics since age 11. She also 
plays guitar, bass, and percussion 
instruments. Trained at the Omega 
Studios for Recorded Arts and Sciences 
in Rockville, Williams acquired 
proficiency on the intricacies of recorded 
music. Using connections she nurtured 
via her father with multi-Grammy award 
winner, Ernie Lake, Williams was hired 
as an apprentice engineer at Reel Tyme 
Studios in New York.

Williams has also worked with 
DJ Eddie Baez and engineered at Oz 
Recording Studio, in Baltimore, where 
she worked with such artists as Alicia 
Keys and Usher. Williams is currently 
breaking into the film and television 
industry creating music cues and theme 
songs for various production companies. 
Her credits include: Bones TV Series 
DVD Vol.1 (2006)-”Will Not”, “What I 
Wanna Be”, “With Me”, and MTV’s The 
Hills Season 1 (Underscoring tracks) 
(2006) Kaliko -”Fire”, “I’m So Gangsta”, 
“Messed UP Game” (2004-2006)

For music samples visit www.
myspace.com/reinawilliams.

Outloud: When did you start 
performing music?:

Williams: I started a band with 
my boy James Klink at Pikesville High 
School called “Guru.” You know we had 
drummers and bassist coming in and 
out, but we were the main two. 

Outloud: What type of music did 
the band play?: 

Williams: You know, it was like 
rock.

Outloud: Did you sing or play an 
instrument?: 

Williams: I played the bass and I 
was pretty bad. That was a fun little run. 
We had a couple of gigs in Ellicott City, 
nothing big.

Outloud: When did you start 
rapping?:

Williams: During the time I was 
in “Guru,” Robin, one of my friends 
at school said, “You should rap.” I’ve 
always liked to write, but she heard me 
just joking around. So, I wrote something 
and integrated it into one of our sets and 
the crowd went crazy, man.

Outloud: What have you been 
doing since high school?:

Williams: After high school I started 
working at a grocery store. I started 
writing more and I saved up and bought 
some recording equipment. I was like dag 
I can record in my house. I don’t have to 
pay anybody. I was like, “oh snap!” And 
it just went from there, I started doing 
open mikes and performing.

Outloud: What projects are you 
currently working on?:

Williams: Since the end of 2005, 
I’ve hooked up with these guys Stewart 
Hart and Steven Stern at Music Library, 
Select Tracks and sold them like thirty 
tracks for movie trailers. They’re based 
out of Baltimore, but they also have 
an office in L.A. It’s crazy these guys 
graduated from Pikesville, but are ten 
years older than me. 

Outloud: Do you have any 
upcoming performances?:

Williams: Yeah, actually every 
fourth Tuesday of the month, K. LOVE 
hosts WAHHT (We Are Hip Hop Too) 
Resonance at 2314 Boston Street. It’s 
an lgbt women’s open mic night.

OutLoud: What are your plans for 
the future?:

Williams: I’d like to be able to have 
my lyrics be lgbt identified, but it seems 
people aren’t really ready for that. You 
have people like Missy Elliott singing 
about dudes and that ain’t right. Know 
ones going to change who I am. 

Hip Hop Artist’s Roots 
are in Opera 
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OUR ENTERTAINMENT LINE UP:
Tuesday: Herb Merrick:   8:30 - 12:30

Wednesday: Bill Forrest:  8 - 12:30
         Open Mic Night  9:30

Thursday: Bill Forrest:  8 - 12:30

Friday: Dick Smith:  5:30 - 8:30pm
         Bill Forrest:  8:30pm - 12:30am

Saturday: Herb Merrick:  5:30 - 8:30pm
    Dick Smith:  8:30pm - 1am

225 West Read St.
410.225.0188

WE ARE A YEAR OLD
and Celebrating with a

SPECIAL FREE SHOW
Sat. Oct, 13 at 10 P.M.

Eileen Chaffee
is

BARBARA STREISAND
in Costume and Voice

Plan to see her
SHE is GREAT!!!

SPECIAL DRINK PRICES = 2/fers
COMPARE OUR PRICES FOR VALUE

Mon,Tues,Wed. Happy Hour ALL NIGHT
Dom. Beer $1.50  4 - 8:30pm
      $1.88  8:30 till close
Rail $2.50  4-8:30pm
    $2.88  8:30pm till close
Thurs, Fri. Sat. ~ Happy Hour 4-8:30pm 

By DJ Jimmy Newsum

Fall is almost here, and with the 
season comes a slew of hot new 
beats.  Here are some of the best for 
September.

A Woman’s Touch - Thelma Houston 
(Shout! Factory) 

Thelma Houston, the dynamic voice 
behind the disco anthem “Don’t Leave Me 
This Way,” is back with her first album in 
over 17 years. In a clever twist, Houston 
transforms songs made famous by some 
of the biggest male singers in R&B and 

pop.  But she doesn’t just put a female 
spin on the lyrics, she takes over and 
completely reworks the songs through 
soul, R&B, blues and dance floor filters. 
Ain’t That Peculiar and Sting’s Brand 
New Day get bluesy, sassy makeovers, 
while Disco Heat/Mighty Real (a nod 
to Houston’s disco past and tribute to 
her old friend Sylvester) starts out as a 
poignant gospel song and closes with 
Studio 54-era exuberance.  Houston 
rebuilds Jimmy Webb’s By The Time I 
Get To Phoenix with incredible old school 
R&B flair.  And then there’s Thelma’s 
triumphant return to her dance floor 
roots with Luther Vandross’ Never Too 
Much.  Houston proves some things are 
worth the wait. Go to ThelmaHouston.
com for more info.

Let’s Do It! (Remixes) - Noa Tylo 
(Climax)

Noa Tylo’s original full-length 
album, also titled “Let’s Do It”, was 
released earlier this year. Now pop’s 
bad boy takes his beats to the dance-
floor with the release of the CD single 
of the same name. The album features 
eight versions of the track, four of which 
are brand new, in varying genres and 
styles for disc jockeys to play at different 
hours of the night. Included are brilliant 
mixes by Montreal’s mega DJ/Producer 
Mark Anthony, an uplifting percussion 

mix by Spain’s Miguel Picasso, and 
a smooth underground tribal mix by 
Brazil’s Rafe Nunes. Go to NoaTylo.
com for more info.

Courage - Paula Cole (Decca)
Cole’s first new album in eight 

years is both a breath of fresh air and 
a poignant reminder of the increasing 
scarcity of truly thoughtful, graceful 
singer/songwriters, at least on the 
pop charts. Her warm, ripe vocals and 
delicately haunting tunes, with their 
intuitive, unpretentious nods to jazz 
and world music, offer valuable lessons 

in the power of subtlety and restraint. 
Courage may not catapult Cole back into 
the spotlight, but its gentle boldness is 
something to treasure. Go to PaulaCole.
com for more info.

Beatbox

Back To Love - Rachel Panay (Act 2)
Rachel Panay hit the dance scene 

in 2003 with her first underground 
anthem, The Walk of Shame. Her next 
two singles, Back To Love and I Still 
Believe, propelled the young songstress 
to club icon status when both broke into 
Billboard’s Top Ten.  Fans clamored for 
a full album and thanks to dance label, 
Act 2, it is here.  Panay’s debut is a 15 
track long-player filled with songs that 
brilliantly highlight the strengths of this 
bright new talent.  Some of the highlights 
include Life Is Beautiful, Crazy, and 
the first single off the new album that 
everyone will be grooving to, It’s Got to 
be Love. Go to RachelPanay.com for 
more info.
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The Quest

Fun at Hon Fest 2007

Port in the Storm Photos by Skip Koritzer

Photos by B. Sullivan
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Baltimore Eagle

The Hippo
Jays on ReadPhotos by Skip Koritzer
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the rowan tree

baltimore’s foremost
diverse lounge 

1633 S. CHARLES STREET – FEDERAL HILL – BALTIMORE
410-468-0550

WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET

 Private Game Room 

 Never a dull moment and hosts a variety of theme 
parties and charitable events each month  

(simply visit our website).

 OFF STREET PARKING with advance notice

 Our lounge is also available for private affairs 
and commitment ceremonies

 Karaoke... one of the best in Baltimore  
every Saturday Evening

THE ROWAN TREE IS MANAGED BY RZR RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR & ASSOC.
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By Jorge Treviano

“Yaw goin’ to Hawllywood?!  Nuttin’ 
but loonies out theeeeah”, remarked 
neighbors to the news that their golden 
boy was considering making the move 
out west.  But that didn’t stop Dave 
Moretti, the young star of television’s 
THE LAIR, airing on-demand on HERE-
TV.  He knew he had to leave the 
complacent, conservative bubble that 
was his home town of Cranston, Rhode 
Island.  He had bigger plans.  

“When you are little you think 
Hollywood is going to look like Oz or 
something,” he explains in his new 
polished accent.  At acting school, the 
first thing his coach told him was to lose 
the country twang.  Except for a few 
rather sexy remnants, he has.  “When 
you get here you see hookers on street 
corners and more tour busses than 
Bentleys.” 

For a town built on glitter and fantasy, 
Hollywood’s gritty reality is among its 
biggest secrets.  It’s something Moretti 
can relate to as beneath the actor’s own 
polished exterior have lied secrets of his 
own.  A few years ago, he was forced to 
confront the biggest one. 

After a summer internship in Los 
Angeles, Moretti transferred from Boston 
College – where he played the drums 
in the marching band - to the University 
of Southern California.  At USC, he 
majored in English with a minor in film 
and belonged to the Delta Chi fraternity.  
A fraternity brother spotted his picture 
– hat pulled low to obscure his face – 
on a networking site where Moretti had 
identified himself as gay.  The brother, 
who was openly gay, took it upon himself 
to out Moretti.  He forwarded the profile 
to Moretti’s entire fraternity class. 

“What followed was one of the worst 
periods of my life,” remembers Moretti.  
He broke up with his college girlfriend, 
was forced to admit the truth to his 
friends and family, and ultimately had to 
face himself.

“I was freaking out,” he says.  “It 
forced me deeper into the closet.  
Eventually, however, I began to pick up 
the pieces and I made new gay friends 
and found my first boyfriend.”

Shortly thereafter, he came upon 
the audition notice for The Lair.

“To say I was initially reluctant to go 
to the casting is an understatement,” he 
admits.  “Being gay was still relatively 
new and truthfully, the gay premise of the 
show scared the hell out of me.  I must 

have gone back and forth a hundred 
times on whether or not I should apply 
for the job.”  

Ultimately, he decided to give the 
audition a shot.  

“I e-mailed my photo and resume 
and waited by my phone. When it didn’t 
ring, I figured the resume must have 
gotten lost in cyberspace,” he laughs, 
“so I e-mailed them another one.”

The second time was the charm.  
The show’s casting agent couriered 
Moretti a fifty page script of the show’s 
pilot and gave him a mere two days to 
prepare for the audition.  “There was 
no way I could realistically prepare so I 
read the script once and headed to the 
studio.”  

He auditioned with the CEO of the 
network, Paul Colichman.  “Auditioning 
in front of the man who owned the 
network was extremely intimidating but 
sometimes the best performances are 
the ones you don’t have time to allow 
yourself to stress about.”  He played it 
cool and twenty four hours later was 
offered the role of ‘Thom’.  That’s when 
the real stress began.

“What had I done?  What was this 
going to mean for my career?  Was I 
ready to come out as a gay man?  Was 
I really prepared to show my bare ass to 
the world?”  

In addition to the ‘gay thing’, Moretti 
had to consider the sexual element of 
the show.  “I’m a pretty conservative guy 
and I had just come out to my folks.”  It 
was one thing for them to hear their son 
is gay; were they ready to see their son 
in sexual encounters? “The show would 
be broadcast in living rooms across 
America, including my grandmother’s.  
It was a lot to consider.”

Moretti called everyone he knew in 
the industry to ask whether taking on 
the role would be the beginning or end 
of his career.  Reaction was split.  His 
manager told him it would be career 
suicide.  Hollywood insiders warned him 
he would lose mainstream opportunities.  
A closeted actor friend – whom Moretti 
prefers not to name – was perhaps the 
most frank of all.  Referring to the widely 
held Hollywood notion of 25 being over-
the-hill, he said, “You’re 26 and you’re 
not the new lead on ER. This is your 
chance to take on a controversial role. 
Controversy has launched the careers 
of plenty of Hollywood actors.”

Moretti decided to accept the role, 
concluding that it would be best for 
him to embrace his being gay now, 

as opposed to later in his career.  “My 
being gay would have to come out 
eventually,” he reasoned.  “I didn’t want 
it to be hovering over me my entire 
career.  I had already been through one 
traumatic outing.  I could not go through 
that again.  At least by acknowledging it 
now, my biggest secret was laid out on 
the table and I would be able to come 
out on my own terms.”

Additionally, Moretti liked the idea of 
being part of the new movement in gay 
television. “I’m proud to be part of a show 
that is entertaining our culture.  Gay 
heroes and villains are a concept not 
often explored and Here-TV should be 
commended for being the first network 
to make it happen.” Since debuting on 

The Secret Lair
Young Star of TV’s The Lair Comes Out of the Coffin

The Lair, Moretti has also appeared as a 
guest star on Here-TV’s Dante’s Cove.

He admits to being happier now than 
ever before.  “I have the best of both 
worlds.  I get to step outside of myself 
and play different characters on the set 
each day and then when I head home, I 
actually respect the person I see in the 
mirror.”

Moretti has also grown fond of Los 
Angeles. “The weather is perfect and 
there’s always something to do and 
someone to hang out with.  No one has 
real jobs so if you want to go clubbing 
on a Wednesday or have a beach party 
on a Monday, you can.”  He has been 
spotted at several Los Angeles hot 
spots with co-star Brian Nolan (Frankie 
on The Lair). 

“I also found the Hollywood I used 
to dream about,” he adds.  “Walking 
through the studio gates each morning 
is electrifying.  I feel like James Dean 
when he was shooting Rebel Without A 
Cause.  It’s a pretty cool feeling.”
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Over the years the Mr. Double L 
Leather Contest held each September in 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware has proven 
to be more that just another preliminary 
to January’s Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Contest. It has become a major event of 
it’s own. On Saturday, September 15th 
under a star-filled sky and in front of a 
stellar crowd packed onto the Double 
L’s patio, Karl Hornberger was selected 
over five other contestants as Mr. Double 
L Leather 2007.

September is a great time to be at 
the beach and although the weather 
was a little cooler than last year, there 
was still a chance to work on your tan 
and look at some tan lines. It is also a 
chance to enjoy many of Rehoboth’s 
fine clubs and restaurants without the 
big crowds of summer. (I always enjoy 

dinner at Partners Restaurant and 
Piano Bar- although I found it a little 
hard to enjoy my large meal as the 
piano player went into a long Karen 
Carpenter medley!) If the Washington 
Plaza Hotel is the host hotel for MAL 
then the always-festive Shore Inn is the 
host hotel for the Mr. Double L Leather 
Contest. The Mid-Atlantic leather clubs 
turned out in force this year with the 
D.C. boys of Leather leading the pack 
with fourteen members in attendance. 
There were also many members of the 
Centaurs, COMMAND, BLADeaf and 
ShipMates enjoying cocktails around 
the Shore Inn’s hot tube. 

The judges for this year’s contest 
were all well known members of the 
community: Mr. Marcus (Leather 
Editor for the Bay Area Reporter, San 

Francisco), Mary Elizabeth Boyd (The 
“First Lady of Leather”), Mark Teesdale 
(Mr. Double L Leather 2000), Dan Noel 
(Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 1989), and 
Gary Samuels (Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 
2007/ Mr. Double L. Leather 2006). 
The Tally Master was Jim Raymond 
(American Leatherman 1997) and the 
Judges’ boy was boy eddie (D.C. boys 
of Leather). Keeping the contestants 
together was Den Daddy Steve Ranger 
(Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2005/ Mr. 
Double L. Leather 2004) and making 
sure the evening kept rolling along was 
emcee Frank Nowicki (Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 1993). Patrick Grady (Mr. 
Double L. 2003) did an outstanding job 
as the producer of this year’s event.  

The evening was made all the 
more enjoyable because there were 
six hot contestants: Dennis Ardin (from 
Rehoboth), Jake Carpenter (Rehoboth), 
David White (Washington, D.C.), Karl 
Hornberger (Chadds Ford, Pa.), Bob 
Deckert (Washington, D.C.), and Steve 
Tompa (Charleston, W. Va.). I had been 
looking forward to my annual trip to the 
shore all summer and from a very moving 
rendition of the National Anthem by Mark 
Teesdale to a very clever and thoughtful 
step-down speech by Gary Samuels- I 
was not disappointed. Gary, who had 
the crowd roaring in Chicago with his 
on stage IML question, was again in 
rare form. In a change from tradition he 
asked that all six contestants remain on 
stage during his speech so that he could 
talk to them directly and then broke the 
ice by sporting a Miss South Carolina 
Sash and letting them know that: “ The 

reason many Americans cannot find the 
United States on a map is because they 
do not have maps...” He also offered 
some good advice: “A title doesn’t define 
you”, he said. “You define the title.” With 
one more step-down to go, I am already 
looking forward to hearing Gary again 
at MAL. I am also looking forward to 
seeing Mr. Double L Leather 2007, Karl 
Hornberger in D.C. to see if once again 
a Double L titleholder can walk away 
with the big MAL sash. As for runner-up 
and Brotherhood Award recipient, Steve 
Tompa- I hope to see him compete again 
soon in another contest. Coming soon 
is the Mr. New York Eagle Contest on 
October 6th ,the Mr. Philadelphia Leather 
Contest on November 10th, and the Mr. 
D. C. Eagle Contest on November 17th. 
Of course the Mr. Maryland Leather 
Contest on November 10th at the Hippo 
might also be a good choice. (Hey, after 
all he is already named Steve!) 
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The demise of the mortgage 
industry is the news of the year. Exotic 
loans, predatory lending practices, high-
flying investors buying risky mortgage 
securities, and the plight of homeowners 
faced with mounting monthly payments 
are just a few of the topics making 
headlines everywhere. But little attention 
is given to teaching consumers how to 
pay off their mortgages completely, in a 
shorter amount of time, so that they are 
no longer tied to borrowed money and 
can own their homes free and clear. 

Buying your own home is a practical 
realization of the American Dream. We 
who live in the USA pride ourselves on 
the value of freedom in our everyday 
lives, and paying off your mortgage 
is one of the most liberating goals a 
homeowner can accomplish. The way 
to shrink your mortgage is to pay off 
the principal at an aggressive pace. 
More and more consumers are making 
it happen by following disciplined, 
strategic formulas. 

The basic premise of any plan to 
reduce your debt revolves around three 
steps:

1) Use your monthly statement 
to find out the breakdown of your 
mortgage payment. There are two main 
components. The principal payment 
shows the portion that you pay each 
month of your actual original debt. The 

interest payment represents the fee you 
pay for borrowing the principal.

2) In the beginning of your loan, 
monthly payments may be entirely 
dedicated to interest. As the loan 
matures, you will gradually pay larger 
chunks of the principal. Paying off the 
principal is the key to erasing your debt, 
and you can voluntarily increase your 
principal payments to speed up the 
process.

3) Decide what you can afford. 
Simply add that to your regular payments 
and designate it for payment of principal 
so that your mortgage company will 
credit your account appropriately. You 
want to ensure that they don’t use it 
to pay interest, because applying it to 
principal instead is more effective and 
should be your main goal. 

To accelerate the process of “paying 
down” your mortgage, apply one or more 
of the following ideas that help you chip 
away at the principal at a faster rate:

Make an extra payment every year:
Make the equivalent of an extra 

payment each year. One way to do this 
rather painlessly is to divide your normal 
payment into twelve parts. Next, add 
one-twelfth to each payment you make 
during the year. For example, if your 
monthly payment is $1,200, divide it by 
12 to get $100. Pay an extra $100 each 
month. After 12 months you will have 

effectively paid an entire extra monthly 
payment. 

By paying an extra $100 a month 
on a 30-year, $200,000 mortgage at 6 
percent interest, you will shorten the 
life of the mortgage by about 5 or 6 
years, saving around $25,000 in interest 
payments.

Refinance into a shorter mortgage:
If you find a 15 or 20-year 

conventional fixed rate loan that offers 
lower interest than your 30-year loan, 
you may save money by refinancing 
into the shorter mortgage. You’ll pay off 
your loan much sooner, too. But your 
monthly payments will increase due to 
the shorter amortization period.

Pay biweekly instead of monthly:
Sending a payment every two weeks 

is another tried and true strategy for 
reducing the balance on your mortgage. 
You don’t double your payments but 
instead divide your normal payment 
into two increments, so the amount you 
pay each month remains essentially the 
same as normal. But by paying half of 
your payment every two weeks, you 
wind up paying a full extra month’s worth 
of mortgage payments each year. The 
result is a function of mathematics and 
how our 52-week, 12-month calendar 
operates.

Many people pay a fee to have 
their lender set up an official biweekly 
payment program. This can legally 

How to Pay Off Your Mortgage Faster

obligate you to stick to the program, but 
it can also cost so much in service fees 
that the whole idea defeats itself. If you 
don’t have the discipline to pay biweekly, 
paying your mortgage company to set 
up a plan may be justified, but in most 
cases it is a waste of money because 
you can put the plan in motion for free 
all by yourself.

Invest gifts, year-end bonuses, and tax 
refunds:

One way to shave your debt is 
to simply increase your payments of 
principal whenever you can afford it. Put 
your extra income directly to work paying 
for your home, and it may turn out to be 
one of your wisest investments.

If you, too, yearn to “get off the grid” 
by no longer having to make a monthly 
mortgage payment, it is certainly 
possible. With a little bit of planning and 
some motivated determination, you may 
soon be debt-free. Then you can join the 
ranks of those happy homeowners who 
sit atop a mountain of equity and never 
lose any sleep over a pile of outstanding 
debt.

To save time and money when 
buying or selling real estate, visit 
www.GayRealEstate.com. and www.
GayMortgageLoans.com. Or just call 
toll free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). They 
are professionally devoted to serving 
the global GBLT community.  
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OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

RZR
RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

Baltimore’s Independently Gay 
owned and Gay Managed agency 

for over (30) years

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson 
Ron Zimmerman

Domestic and 
Professional 

Partners for Over

26 Years
For information on our firm and currently offered homesvisit our website or join our 

 100% free buyer email service 

David Ark
Accredited Buyer Representative
(p)410-480-3546  •  (c)410.935.9605
410-461-7600/offi ce
1.800.989.7101 x 3546/toll free
dark@cbmove.com
YourMarylandDreamHomeProvider.com

Join us at 721 Field Street  in historic 
Stone Hill of Hampden. This transformed 1840’s 
stone cottage meets cutting edge design. 
Sequestered on a restful .25 acre professionally 
landscaped lot. All new systems and fixtures. Come 
be dazzled!

NOW’S THE TIME TO BUY * LOTS OF INVENTORY AND GREAT RATES!!

Welcome Home! — Life is Good!!

Inquires to Long & Foster’s 
Consistent TOP CITY AGENT

David Martz – GRI
410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, Inc.

HISTORIC FELLS POINT
����������������

1641 Thames Street
Unique opportunity at high profile

2200 sq. ft  store front on the Point’s
best retail block w/ award winning
2200 sq.ft.  harbor front residence.
 $ 1.4 M       LNF.com\ba6530357

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !
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Office: (410) 882-0021
Fax: (410) 882-7513
Cell: (443) 676-1757
www.c21horizon.com

Nancy Eshenbaugh

Residences at Park Avenue II
2204 Park Avenue
Baltimore, MD  21217
www.residencesatparkavenue.com

Team Maryland/
Long & Foster Realtors

James DiGirolamo, Associate Broker
443-506-2598

1 BR units at $149k
2 BR units starting at $179k

Gourmet Kitchens with maple cabinets, • 
granite countertops and all appliances 
included

Washer and Dryer included• 

Luxury bathrooms with ceramic  tile and • 
designer fixtures

Electronic Entry/Security System• 

Walking distance to Druid Hill Park,   • 
MICA, and Bolton Hill

Easy access to I83, Light Rail, MARC   • 
and Amtrak

NO CONDO FEES for one full year!

Affordable
Luxury

Maggie Schulz 
Long and Foster Real Estate 
4800 Roland Park • Baltimore, MD 21210 
410-733-6970(c) • 410.889-9800(o)
www.maggieschulz.com

Classic stucco over stone block colonial on 
quiet street in Guilford with stately classic 
architectural details. Many spacious rooms, 
lovely heated sun porch w/ French doors opening 
to beautifully landscaped garden.  Second floor 
sunroom overlooking gardens. A wonderful 
suburban home close to urban cultural centers. 
Walk to JHU, shops, museums, restaurants, 
Union Memorial Hospital.

Baltimore City
207 Southway

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX First Choice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

Advertise in Baltimore OUTloud’s 
Real Estate Section
Great Deals, Great Results!

410.244.6780 Ext. 2
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

  3 spacious bedrooms with a
European feel

  Woodburning fireplaces for
those cool fall evenings

  Potential for off-street parking
  Solid stone construction with

double thick walls
  Wood floors throughout add to

the authenticity
  Large fenced lot plus a 

storage shed
  Intimate stone patio for

outdoor enjoyment
  A very unique &

enchanting home!

Stone Mill House in 
Hampden - $280,000

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Original Northwood - $230,000
• 3 Bedroom 

• New Kitchen
• Clubroom

Pasadena - $389,000
3 Bedroom • 3 Bath •  Gormet Kitchen

office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Overlooking the rolling countryside on 3.8 acres, 
this 2006 custom built cape cod is sure to please! 
This exquisite property is top of the line all around: 
Hardiplank siding, professional kitchen with 
marble countertops, Brazilian cherry hardwood 

floors throughout, stacked stone fireplace 
in great room with vaulted ceilings, 

separate guest house with full 
bath, outdoor fireplace and 
much more.

Country Paradise in Glen Arm - $1,199,000.00

Pictures on line MLS # BC6457276

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com
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EMPLOYMENT
CLEANING HELP

Part time on call hours
Ability to work unsupervised

Transportation required
Thomas 410-889-9289

employment@charmcitycleaning.com

Baltimoreoutloud.com

Van and truck drivers wanted 
(class A,B & C license holders) for 
Maryland’s largest catering com-
pany. Work full time, just week-
ends or around your current job. 
All Candidates MUST be 21 years 
or older, have a clean driving re-
cord and complete BOTH a ve-
hicle driving test, background and 
drug test. Must be able to work 
events as a bartender or server. 
Tuxedo required. Requirements 
include being able to continuously 
reach, bend, carry, stoop, and lift 
up to 50lbs.  Potential benefits 
include medical, dental, disability 
and 401K.
 

Reply to:
David Kunes 
Human Resources Director
Email: 
dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 
410-581-9358

EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANT PASTRY CHEF
Are you creative, energetic, and feel a 

need to express yourself? 
We’re looking for you!!

 
Full time year round position available 
for one of Maryland’s finest off premise
Caterers. Must be a trendsetter. Bench 
work experience with pastries a MUST. 

Culinary Education & knowledge of 
culinary base Software plus.

Excellent compensation package & 
benefits for eligible candidate

 
Forward Resume to:

David Kunes  
Human Resources Director

Email: dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 410-581-9358

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING
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NO PETS PLEASE •  NO RAINCHECKS •  NO COSTUME WEAPONS •  TICKETS NON-REFUNDABLE

9 Weekends 
of Jousting, Feasting, Music, Theatre and Fun for the whole Family.

Now Open!
Saturdays & Sundays through October 21, 2007

10 am - 7 pm •  Rain or Shine
Near Annapolis in Crownsville, MD

DIRECTIONS: From 695, Exit 4, 
I97 South to Exit 5, Route 178 
Crownsville to third light and right 
on Crownsville Road to Festival.

For Ticket Information & Group Sales Call . . . 800-296-7304 • 410-266-7304 • TDD: 410-573-1509 

For Directions, Special Events & Other Information Visit Our Website www.rennfest.com


