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Story on page 18

See D. James Kennedy on page 4

By Kedrick Keys

Despite efforts to ignite the 11th District’s lgbt 
community, openly gay candidate Fred Mason lost 
his bid to replace Keiffer Mitchell as Baltimore’s first 
openly gay council member. William Cole won the 
11th District City Council seat by 677 votes in the 
2007 Primary Elections at time of press. The 11th 
District includes Bolton Hill, Reservoir Hill, Otterbein, 
Federal Hill, Mount Vernon, and several West 
Baltimore neighborhoods.

“I am grateful for the huge outpouring of support 
throughout the 11th district. Walking in neighborhoods 

Fred Mason Loses Bid to Be First
Openly Gay City Councilperson

from Mount Vernon to Harlem Park, I met many 
people who are committed to doing all they can to 
improve Baltimore,” Mason told Outloud. “We ran 
a strong campaign that touched people throughout 
the district. I am proud of all the organizations that 
stepped up in support. I will continue to do my best 
to bring people together throughout the district, and 
to seek solutions to our common problems. This 
election is not an ending, but an opportunity. I look 
forward to continuing to serve our community.”

Weather and discontent with the city overall may 
account for the lowest turnout of voters in sixteen 
years since 1991 when 27.1 percent of registered 

By Bob Roehr

Another cornerstone of the antigay religious 
right has passed away. Rev. D. James Kennedy 
died in his sleep on September 5, at the age of 
76, of complications of heart disease. He had 
preached his last sermon last Christmas eve. 

Kennedy founded the Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and built it into 
one of the first megachurches. He was a leader 
of the 1973 conservative schism within the 
Presbyterian Church. He also was among the 
first televangelists and through the Coral Ridge 
Ministries used the media to increase his influence 
and political power. 

He often declared that his job was “to reclaim 
America for Christ.” He worked toward those 
ends as a co-founder of groups such as the Moral 
Majority and the Alliance Defense Fund, which 
files lawsuits on church-state issues. 

Kennedy was an ally of Anita Bryant in the 
1977 fight that overturned the Miami-Dade human 
rights ordinance that protected sexual orientation. 
It launched the political backlash by social 
conservatives to gay advances. He continued to 
oppose “the gay agenda” and supported ex-gay 
ministries. 

Homophobic Televangelist 
D. James Kennedy Dies

See Fred Mason III on page 4

Get Ready To Protest: Antiwar March Set in DC September 29
We Can Make A Difference - www.unitedforpeace.org

Walk Like A Man  Explores Lesbian Lives
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By Kedrick Keys 

Towson University’s Center for 
Student Diversity (CSD) recently 
welcomed two new faculty members 
to its staff, Dr. Santiago Solis, Senior 
Director for the Center for Student 
Diversity, in August and Samuel Santos, 
Director of LGBT Student Development, 
in June. Solis and Santos were hired 
just as Towson’s Queer Student Union 
kicked off the first annual Campus Pride 
Summer Leadership Camp hosted by 
Towson University in late July.

As Senior Director, Solis 
spearheads the Asian Pacific Islander 
and Hispanic/Latino student programs. 
He supervises the directors of the 
African American Cultural Center, LGBT 
Student Development, and Student 
Success Programs (SAGE & CEEP). 
Further, Solis assists in developing and 
implementing policies and procedures 
to ensure that all students succeed 
at Towson. Solis completed his B.A. 
in History at UC Berkeley, his M.A. 
in History at Brown University, and 
his Ed.D. in Learning Disabilities at 
Columbia University. He has published 
numerous articles in various academic 

journals and edited several books.
Samuel Santos serves as the 

university’s first Director of LGBT 
Student Development. “Towson 
University has committed money and 
resources to support lesbian, gay, 
bi-sexual, transgender, questioning, 
queer, and inter-sex students in a 
much different way than many local 
universities. The trend here is to create 
lgbt resource centers right along side 
women’s centers and cross cultural 
centers. Towson University is in essence 
saying that the lgbt community matters, 
that they have power, and it is important 
that we work on lgbt student success,” 
Santos told Outloud.

Prior to coming to Towson, Santos 
worked with lgbt students, faculty, and 
staff at the University of California, San 
Diego. He earned his B.A. in Mexican 
American Studies (magna cum laude) 
with a focus in literary and cultural 
studies from the University of Texas at 
San Antonio, and his M.A. in Community 
Based and Multicultural Counseling from 
San Diego State University. 

“I’m in charged with starting 
the entire lgbt student development 
program by creating an infrastructure 

Towson University Welcomes 
Two New Openly Gay Directors

of academic and social programs 
such as World AIDS Day, National 
Coming Out Day, Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, National Day of Silence, 
and getting the college involved with 
Baltimore Pride. Among other projects, 
Santos is planning an expansion of the 
resource center with a lounge area and 
library. A safe zone, safe space program 
already implemented at Towson will be 
strengthened with lgbt 101 training and 
transgender 101 training courses. Safe 
zone, safe space is a lgbt competency 
workshop targeting professionals 
working in higher educational.  

The CSD was established to aid the 
institution in its efforts to foster inclusion, 
collaboration, and relationship building. 
The office, housed in the Division of 
Student Affairs, supports the access and 
academic success of historically under-
represented groups through programs 
and services that enhance the student 
experience. Currently, the CSD consists 
of the following units: African American 
Cultural Center, Asian/Hispanic Student 
Development, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender (LGBT) Student 
Development, Student Success 
Programs - SAGE and CEEP, and The 

Women’s Center. The 
department also partners 
with and supports: 
Campus Ministries and 
the Jewish Cultural 
Center. 
   “You need to navigate 
the politics on college 
campuses to see if it’s ok 
to be ‘out’. What I found 
when meeting with the 
different directors is that 
they have been very 
supportive when I share 
my story. When ever you 
enter a new space you 
have to re-negotiate your 
sexuality all over again 
in terms of is it safe. You 
don’t come out once in 
your life, you repeatedly 
have to go through this. 
It is very important for 
me in this position to be 
out because we need 
positive role models for all 
students, but specifically 
for lgbt students because 
of the discrimination 
and bigotry, shame, and 
high suicide rates,” Solis 
says.
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By Doug Ireland
Special to Baltimore OUTloud

August proved to be a perilous month 
for gays in Nigeria and Cameroon, where 
large-scale arrests have taken place, 
and in Uganda, where gay activists 
have gone into hiding after government 
ministers called for their arrest.

First, in Nigeria:
An anti-gay riot occurred this August 

21, after 18 young men appeared in an 
Islamic court in the sharia state of Bauchi 
to face charges of cross-dressing in 
women’s clothes.

“Any male 
person who dresses 
in the fashion of a 
woman in a public 
place will be liable 
to a prison term 
of one year or 30 
lashes,” Muhamad 
Muhamad Bununu, 
head of the Hisbah 
— an Islamic vice 
squad that works 
with the police 

and patrols neighborhoods to enforce 
the strict observance of conservative 
Islamic morals and dress codes — told 
Agence France-Presse. 

Bauchi is one of a dozen Muslim-
dominated states in northern Nigeria 
that has adopted Islamic sharia law, 
including criminal law, since 2000, 
following the end of the military 
dictatorship in the country of 140 
million people. The decision by these 
states to adopt sharia law “alienated 
sizable Christian minorities and sparked 
bouts of sectarian violence that killed 
thousands,” AFP noted in its Tuesday 
dispatch.

The accused youths, 18 to 22, had 
originally been arrested on August 4 in 
a police raid on a wedding party at the 
Benko Hotel in the Yelwa area of Bauchi, 
at which the police scooped up 45 
people, including women and children 
— but many of them escaped.

The official Nigerian News Agency 
initially reported that “the police First 
Information Report (FIR) described 
the 18 youths as ‘dressed in women’s 
fashion practicing sodomy as their 

profession,’” as the Nigerian daily This 
Day reported, claiming the accused 
had gathered at the hotel to celebrate 
a “gay marriage.” The accused “were 
addressing each other as women and 
dressing as women,” Bununu told 
Reuters.

Most Nigerian media, which are 
overwhelmingly homophobic, followed 
the government news agency’s line, and 
said the young men had been arrested 
at a “gay wedding” for “sodomy,” a crime 
punishable by stoning to death under 
the sharia law in force in the dozen 
Nigerian states which have adopted it. 
Some Western news agencies, like the 
Associated Press, also initially said that 
the 18 had been arrested for “sodomy.”

But by the time the case got to 
court last month, the charges had been 
reduced, and the 18 were formally 
indicted “under the idle persons and 
vagabonds section of sharia law,” which 
also forbids cross-dressing, the Hisbah’s 
Bununu told Agence France-Presse. 

Sharia law requires four witnesses to 
an act of anal penetration for conviction, 
so Bununu explained to the French 

news agency, “For now we can’t charge 
the men with sodomy because we have 
to have witnesses to testify.”

The police brought handbags and 
suitcases containing women’s high-heel 
shoes and clothing to the court hearing 
as evidence.

Crises Across Africa
Gays Under Government Attack in Nigeria, Cameroon, Uganda

See Crises Across Africa on page 14
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PES S IN  &  KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

Ladies… a NEW alternative to the Bar Scene

THE STUDIOa new coffeehouse space

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday: Noon - 6pm
Thursday - Saturday: Noon-8pm

READ STREET BOOKS & COFFEE
229-231 W Read St.  •  410-669-4103

Friday September 15  ~  8 p.m.
Meet and greet Baltimore Women Out and About (BWOA).
BWOA is a new group that is forming and meeting at the GLCCB

voters voted. Out of the 331,987 
registered voters in Baltimore only 82, 
921 voted on Tuesday or 24.84 percent. 
Dana Owens, owner of Club Bunns and 
local activist/entrepreneur, who also lost, 
says, “It was my first time 
running for public office. I 
learned so much and met 
so many new people. I 
will not run again, but I 
now know what I need 
to do to mobilize the city 
to make it a better place 
to call home.” Owens 
added that although he 
was labeled as an openly 
gay candidate, his race 
for city councilman was 
inclusive of all people 
regardless of their sexual 
orientation.

The low numbers 
didn’t prevent incumbents, Mayor 
Shelia Dixon nor City Council President, 
Stephanie Rawlings – Blake, from 
winning the decisive vote in the 2007 
Primary. Shelia Dixon had already made 
history as the city’s first female mayor. 
She is now in a position to be one of 
two African – American women leading 
the country’s 100 largest cities. In a 
predominately Democratic city, Dixon 
is the favorite to win in the November 
General Elections. 

Statement from the office of Mayor 
Shelia Dixon:

“As Mayor Dixon moves closer 
to securing a full term as Mayor of 
Baltimore, she is extremely mindful of 
creating a city where all citizens enjoy a 
strong quality of life. 

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender community has contributed 

greatly to our current successes 
in revitalizing Baltimore and it is a 
leading priority to this mayor to create 
a city where LGBT citizens are not just 
celebrated, but are recognized as an 
integral part of our thriving city.

In the coming months Mayor Dixon 
plans to meet with the Mayor’s LGBT 
Task Force to discuss a proactive 

agenda for the organization and to seek 
out additional opportunities to make 
Baltimore a destination of choice for the 
LGBT community. 

The Mayor has mentioned the 
possibility of hosting a LGBT Leadership 
Summit in 2008 and is working with the 
Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors 
Association (BACVA) to bring the gay 
community from around the country to 
Baltimore to enjoy our many amenities 
and attractions.

She wants to thank her many 
supporters in the LGBT community who 
have been involved in her political career 
for more than 20 years and looks forward 
to building many new relationships as 
we move Baltimore forward.”

The head of the Metropolitan 
Community Church, Re. Elder Nancy 
L. Wilson, said “His work demonized 
countless thousands of our brothers and 
sisters who believe in the separation of 
church and state, the value of cultivating 
and celebrating diversity, the right of 
public schools to present curriculum that 
is scientifically sustainable, the equality 
of women, and the human rights of God’s 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
children.” 

Jason Cianciotto, at the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy 
Institute, said, “Through his advocacy 
of ex-gay ministries, Kennedy called for 

the ‘transformation’ of LGBT Americans 
while ignoring scientific truths about 
the lack of efficacy and gross mental, 
physical, and spiritual harm caused 
by so-called ‘conversion therapy’ 
programs.” 

Wayne Besen, who monitors antigay 
religious groups, said “We believe that a 
person should be remembered for the 
totality of his or her achievements and 
sins. Kennedy undoubtedly helped many 
people and inspired them to become 
better human beings. Unfortunately, 
he also leaves an ignoble legacy of 
intolerance that divided South Florida, 
destroyed families in the name of family 
values, and relentlessly assaulted the 
US Constitution.”

Fred Mason III
Continued from page 1

D. James Kennedy
Continued from page 1
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To designate your gift to AIDS Action Baltimore 
through The United Way just:

•Ask your Campaign Coordinator for a Campaign Form.
•Fill in the form completely and sign it.
•Check the option marked “Non-United Way Agencies” or “Other 
Health & Human Service Non-Profits” and complete as follows:

AIDS ACTION BALTIMORE, INC.
10 East Eager Street • Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 837-2437

Federal, State and City Employees:  To designate your gift to 
AIDS Action Baltimore through the Combined Charity Campaign, 
see our listing in the Directory of Agency Services.
Current financial audited statements are available upon request. 
Call the AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc. office during normal  
business hours.

�����������
���������
Please help us fight AIDS
Through The United Way and The Combined Charity Campaign

Your donations are fully tax deductible.  Your gift is sincerely appreciated.

• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

By Bob Roehr

Attorneys for disgraced Idaho 
Sen. Larry Craig have filed a motion to 
withdraw his guilty plea in a restroom 
sex sting incident that occurred in the 
Minneapolis airport on June 11. 

The central arguments in the 16-
page legal brief are that Craig was in 
a “sate of intense anxiety” following 
the arrest and “felt compelled to grasp 

the lifeline offered to him by the police 
officer and plead guilty.” He maintains 
that he did nothing illegal. 

 “I’m innocent but if this will make it 
go away, I’ll do it,” is the way attorney 
Billy Martin described the basis for 
Craig’s initial decision to plead guilty. 

The charges involve invasion of 
privacy and lewd behavior in a restroom 
stall after Craig allegedly peered into 
a stall occupied by a plainclothes 
detective, tapped his foot, and swiped 
his hand under the stall, all allegedly 
soliciting sex. 

“Even if you accept that he did what 
he did, it’s not a crime,” said Martin. “My 
job is to get him back to where he was 
before his rights were taken away.”

Patrick Hogan, a spokesman for the 
airport said in a statement, “We do feel 
we have a strong case, and he’s already 
hade his plea, and it’s been accepted by 
the court. From our standpoint, this is 
already a done deal...the case is over.”  

A hearing has been set for 
September 26, just four days before the 
date Craig had set for his resignation 
from the Senate. It is unclear whether 
Craig will appear at the hearing, and if 
he does, whether or not he will testify, 

or if only procedural matters will be 
discussed the attorneys.

The New York Times has dug deeper 
into the airport sting operation, finding 
that 39 other men were arrested during 
the three months it was underway. 

It wrote, “Craig’s case may have 
been handled more harshly than some 
of the others. He alone among the 40 
men arrested was charged with both 
disorderly conduct and interference with 

privacy,” even though other men had 
exposed their genitals or crouched on 
the floor and looked under the stall. 

Some persons who worked at the 
airport have lost their jobs after being 
arrested in the sting operation. 

Most Senate colleagues are loath 
to speak of Craig, and those that do 
just wish he would go away. The major 
exception is moderate Republican Arlen 
Specter (Pennsylvania), the former 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
and a former prosecutor. 

He told CNN that Craig deserves his 
day in court. “Maybe he’ll be convicted, 
but I doubt it,” Specter said after learning 
the details of the case. Minnesota law 
allows a guilty plea to be withdrawn if it 
is not intelligently made, “and what Sen. 
Craig did was by no means intelligent.” 
Craig is not trained as a lawyer. 

Legal observers have speculated 
as to whether Craig did in fact waive 
his right to an attorney and whether the 
facts of the case, as they are now known, 
justify the charges made. The rarity of 
motions to withdraw, and the high bar to 
granting such a petition makes it difficult 
to predict how the case will turn out.

Craig Files to Reverse 
Plea in Restroom Incident
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By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
Taken.

Workplace
Port in a Storm.

Best part about your job?
 The people.

Worst part about your job?
 Slow days.

Favorite restaurant?
I love Papa Leone’s off Old North Point 
Road.

 Zodiac sign?
Scorpio.

And is there truth to the Zodiac?
So-so.

Last good book you read?
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 
Atwood.

Favorite pizza topping?
Pepperoni.

Favorite Girl Scout Cookie?
Thin Mints.

Song you sang in the shower this 
morning?
None this morning.

Thunderdome!  Two shall enter, one 
shall leave: David Letterman vs Jay 
Leno?
Letterman.

Favorite word in another language?
“Ai shi teru,” Japanese for “I love you”.

Favorite destination for vacation?
Virginia Beach.

What drink do you make best?
Right now, an Ignition.

Favorite drink to have made for 
you?
Toasted Almond, it’s all I drink.

X-men power you deserve to have?
Storm’s abilities.

If you could have any rapper tell 
your life story, who would it be?
Ludacris.

Favorite cologne?
Perry Ellis 360.

Coffee or tea?
Coffee.

Sci-fi invention from the future you 
want right now?
Moveable sidewalks.

Cake or pie?
Pie.

Local broadcaster you have a secret 
crush on?
Oh God, in Baltimore?   I guess Bob 
Turk.

Reality show you would want to be 
on?
None of them.
 
How will the Ravens do this year?
Put it this way…I don’t care, but my 
boyfriend does, so I’ll pretend to care.  
They’ll look good in their uniforms, 
that’s for sure.

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday

Local Delivery 
Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

410-337-3755
409 Washington Ave. Suite 707
Towson, Md. 21204

Don Harmon
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Rewriting
Inner

scripts

The retreat includes breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner for Sat. 7-10; 

breakfast and lunch for Sun 8-10. 
There is no cost to attend, but 

you must pre-register. 
RSVP to (410) 837-2437 by 

Monday, October 1, 2007

AIDS Action Baltimore
10 E. Eager Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Sat. October 7, 2007
8:30 AM – 6:00 PM, and

Sun. October 6, 2007
8:30 AM – 2:00 PM

Join us for RISE Plus, a day and a 
half retreat for men who love men.

Explore and overcome the effects 
of homophobia and negative 

messaging.

Reclaim your personal power to love 
and live free from oppression.

Whether in the bomb shelters in 
Israel or summer camps in Palestine, 
human rights events, colleges, festivals 
or venues around the world, out lesbian 
artist, SONiA, is always striving to 
disappear fear and spread her message 
of Peace. On September 29 at the 
Gordon Center in Owings Mills, SONiA 
will release her latest CD t a n g o with 
her band disappear fear. 

The CD features 13 songs in 
Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic and English. 
The word tango has the same meaning 
in each language. The dance originated 
as a merge of many different influences 
brought by immigrants from Europe in 
Buenos Aires combined with ancient 
African dance forms. The origins of the 
word is unknown though many think that 

it could find its origins in languages of 
Africa. The music derived from the fusion 
of various forms of music from Europe, 
Africa, and the Americas. SONiA’s music 
matches the words in poetry about love, 
peace and equality; themes familiar in 
SONiA’s writing since the creation of her 
band. t a n g o has been classified as 
world and folk-pop with Latin and Middle 
Eastern rhythms and instrumentation. 
“My music is about crossing boundaries 
literally, “ SONiA says.   

Sisters SONiA & CiNDY [Rutstein] 
of Baltimore Maryland created the Folk-
Pop duo disappear fear. After releasing 
three albums on their own they signed 
with Warner Chappell Publishing and 
Rounder Records in 1994 for the 
release of their self-titled CD. The CD 
won multiple awards including the 
GLAAD Award for Best Album, a GLAMA 
award, and Top Release of the Year by 
Mix Magazine. The next release, Seed 
in the Sahara, was produced by Rick 
Springsteen’s piano player, Roy Bittan 
and won the GLAMA for best band. 

In 1998, Rounder released Almost 
Chocolate, SONiA’s first solo CD. During 

that year SONiA toured Denmark, 
Sweden, the Netherlands and Australia 
for the first time. Me,Too her 1999 
release won Female Artist of the Year 
at the GLAMAs. Me,Too was also later 
chosen by the Human Rights Campaign 
along with songs by U2 and many others 
for their compilation CD. Me,Too was 
also chosen by the Philadelphia Folk 
Festival for their 40th Year Anniversary 
CD along with Ritchie Havens. SONiA 
released No Bomb Is Smart to rave 
reviews and a nomination for “Best 
Contemporary Folk.” She decided it was 
time to bring back the harmonies which 
disappear fear has always been known 
for and added Laura Cerulli on vocals, 
percussion and drum. They released 
DF05 in 2005.

SONiA has also written several 
soundtracks for films including the 
2006 documentary Autumn’s Harvest 
directed by Dave Marshall. She is 
currently working on a musical that 
will be released in 2009 as well as a 
Blues CD.   SONiA & disappear fear 
will continue to share their music 
around the world in 2008 with tours in 
the USA, Canada, Europe, Australia, 
Asia and the Middle East. Their label 
disappear records donates eighteen 
percent of every song downloaded to 
the United Nations World Food Program 
to help end poverty around the globe. 
In keeping with her message that war 
is not the answer SONiA has created 
“Guitars for Peace” which helps bring 
Acoustic Guitars to children in war torn 
countries. Two Guitars have already 
been delivered. SONiA & disappear fear 
will begin a coast to coast tour of the USA 
and Canada with the launch of the CD 
and end the year in Australia When not 
on the road SONiA does commissioned 
artwork, including paintings and large 
murals.

SONiA Releases tango



8   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD September 14, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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By Bob Roehr

Methamphetamine, mental health, 
and HIV in gay and bisexual men were 
the subjects of a congressional briefing 
by the National Coalition for LGBT 
Health on September 10. The goal was 
to state the case and push for additional 
funding. 

While there is no solid national data 
on the interplay of those factors, a range 

of urban studies suggests that gay men 
are twice as likely to use crystal meth 
as the population at large, said Perry N. 
Halkitis, PhD, a researcher at New York 
University.

He conducted detailed interviews 
with Chelsea gym rats who worked out 
at least three times a week and found 
that nearly 25 percent of these health-
seeking men had used meth within the 
last six months. And that wasn’t the only 
thing they were putting into their bodies; 
most reported use of cocaine, ecstasy, 
party drugs, and a lot of alcohol, either 
alone or in combination. 

A study of black men in New 
York who have sex with men found 
a greater geographic diversity of 
residence than whites, which Halkitis 
believes contributes to the spread of 
meth use among women. They were 
spending $159 a month on crystal 
methamphetamine and a total of $775 
on all substances of abuse each month, 
suggesting the complex patterns of 
addiction. 

He said that HIV-positive men are 
more likely to use meth. “They tell us 

over the years that methamphetamine 
provides them with a way to deal with 
their stigma for being gay and HIV-
positive. It gives them energy. It is 
completely understandable why they 
would turn to this drug.”   

Project MASC—Meth and 
Social Cognition—found patterns of 
recreational use of methamphetamine 
on weekends. “But the neurological, 
emotional, psychological, and physical 
repercussions last longer than that. By 
the time you getting some homeostasis 
[no influence of the meth], it is time to 
start using the drug again.”

Halkitis said, these gay men “don’t 
believe they have a problem, they don’t 
want to go to an addiction facility, they 
are much more willing to come into 
a gay agency where they can work 
at a more holistic approach on their 
methamphetamine use.” That is part of 
the reason why gay health organizations, 
not simply addiction programs, need to 
be involved. 

MYTH TWO
Another meth myth is that the 

addiction is not treatable, said Elizabeth 
Disney, PhD, who works with Chase 
Brexton Health Services in Baltimore. 
That is not true, recovery rates are 
about the same as with cocaine and 
similar substances. 

Good clinical trial data shows that 
Bupropion (Wellbutrin) reduces both 
the “high” of use and the craving of 
withdrawal associated with meth, while 
other pharmaceutical interventions are 
showing similar promise. “But none 
of them are silver bullet, stand alone 
interventions; they all have to be given 
in the context of behavioral treatment, 

LGBT Health Advocates Lobby 
Congress on Meth

Perry N. Halkitis

Barbara Warren See Congress on Meth on page 10
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learning how to change your life.” 
Dr. Disney pointed to information 

and treatment programs developed by 
the UCLA Integrated Substance Abuse 
Programs that are available at http://
www.methamphetamine.org 

The Gay Men’s Health Crisis in 
New York developed “Hurricane Tina” in 
2006. Bill Stackhouse, PhD, who heads 
up the Institute for Gay Men’s Health, 
said the community level intervention 
aimed to reduce crystal meth use 
among young men who have sex with 
men. It was funded in part by the city 
health department. 

They began with in-depth interviews 
with the target groups. They found that 
low self-esteem, curiosity about the 
drug, homophobia, isolation, the need 
for escapism, and coping with life were 
all driving use of crystal meth. Earlier 
campaigns in the city had stigmatized 
the use of meth and made it more 
difficult to initiate honest conversations 
about use of the drug. 

Stackhouse said, “Primary 
prevention is most effective when 
multiple messages and approaches 
are utilized.” They created a program 
that blanketed targeted neighborhoods. 

It even included video public service 
announcements on DVDs to be shown 
in bars and clubs, and announcements 
on Internet websites like Manhunt. 
Evaluation of the program is underway. 

Halkitis said use of and succumbing 
to meth is part of a life-long trajectory. 
“We need to better understand what 
is happening to kids in childhood and 
adolescence that is predisposing them 
to use drugs” during the crucial age of 
18-25 when most people transition into 
adulthood. “We have to help them get 
to the next stage of their lives without 
depending on drugs.” 

SOLUTIONS
One congressional staffer asked what 

the panel thought of the “scared straight” 
type public service announcements on 
meth use that have run in Montana. 
They are slickly produced, garnered a 
lot of attention, and have been funded 
by a local entrepreneur. 

Barbara Warren, PsycD, with the 
LGBT Community Center in New York, 
was very familiar with the series. She 
acknowledged that they certainly caught 
people’s attention, but testing found 
that young people “were attracted to 
the imagery but they didn’t take in the 
message… it was sort of like a video 
game to them.” 

She said, what worked better 
in New York were videos of diverse 
young people talking about “their own 
experience, the reasons why they really 
needed to get educated about meth, 
and to think about the risks before 
picking it up… we had a much, much 
more powerful response.”  

“What we need from Congress 
is support for adequate resources to 
continue the programs that we now 
have, and to implement more,” Warren 
said. She added, “Meth knows no 
bounds.” Much of the work in prevention 
and treatment “is as relevant to straight 
communities as it is in communities of 
men who have sex with men.” 

The National Coalition for LGBT 
Health also believes the nation needs 
a better baseline understanding of who 
is LGBT and where they live. They are 
pushing for the addition of $2 million 
for inclusion of a question on sexual 
orientation on the next National Health 
Interview Survey. 

Congress on Meth
Continued from page 9
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Baltimore Black Pride
Presents

Solidarity…We as One
Onyx Entertainment’s
Gay Skayte Pre Black Pride 
Skate Kick-Off
Sept 27, 2007
Time: 7-11
Cost: $10 (skate rental included)
Info: 443.220.4671
www.Onyx-entertainment.com 

Kayeaco Productions
PRIDESKATE 07
Oct 4, 2007
Time: 7-11
Cost: $5 – adm. / $2 – skate rental
Info: 443.226.3796

Black Pride Official Events
Blackout Party Meet ‘N’ Greet
Friday, Oct 5th
7p-11p 
Sheraton Center City Baltimore

Workshops / Seminars
Saturday, Oct 6th
11a-5p
Sheraton Center City Baltimore

Cultural Affair
Saturday, Oct 6th
7p-11p
Eubie Blake Center
Cost: $45

Fall Festival Block Party
Sunday, Oct 7th
4p-11p
600 blk of W. Lexington St.

And don’t forget to attend the all the official BBP events as well as all our 
Official party Sponsors; Club Bunns, The Paradox, Burgess and Bender, 

and Onyx Entertainment.

BaltimoreOUTloud.com

READ US ONLINE
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These  news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications for allowing  
us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been significantly edited 
and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned following the 
item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore Outloud 
or Pride Media.

Harassment continues for Philly gay couple
Philadelphia, PA - A metal object shaped as a penis was placed on the 

doorstep of a gay couple in Kensington last week. The men, Javel Saudades and 
Daniel Hallacy, view the act as a symbolic hate crime, and say the police aren’t 
doing enough to find the perpetrator. “This was a hate crime — at the very least 
they should fingerprint [t5he object,” said Hallacy, 30. “It’s one more incident in an 
ongoing series of hate crimes directed against us,” Saudades said. “The message 
is, ‘We’re gonna stick it to you if you remain here.’” Also over the weekend, the front 

of the men’s van was smashed, in what 
appeared to be a hit-and-run incident. 
The vehicle already has three slashed 
tires and is inoperable because sugar 
has been poured into the gas tank, they 
said.

The men have complained of 
repeated acts of harassment and 
vandalism by a group of neighbors 
because of their sexual orientation. The 
couple said they’ve reached out to many 
agencies and individuals for help, but to 
no avail. On a daily basis, the men say, 

neighbors hurl slurs at them, including “fag ass,” “queens,” “queers,” and “cock-
suckers.” In 2004, “FAGGOT” was spray-painted on their 
front door and the words “faggot” and “bitch” were written 
in dust on their van’s window, according to police records. 
In July 2006, the men were assaulted by a group of about 
20 neighbors. No arrests have been made in that incident, 
police said. 

This week, the couple called the FBI for help, and also 
visited the offices of City Councilman Daniel Savage. Megan 
S. Yeamans, an aide to Savage, said she’s doing whatever 
she can think of to help the couple. “I’ve reached out to many 
different agencies, but so far, nobody wants to do anything,” 
Yeamans told PGN. “I’m outraged. These are very nice 
gentlemen. I’m insisting there will be some light at the end 
of the tunnel for them.” (Philadelphia Gay News - Timothy 
Cwiek at epgn.com)

Man who failed Bar Exam drops 
suit

Boston, MA -  A Massachusetts man who failed the bar 
exam when he refused to answer a question on gay marriage 
has dropped a civil rights lawsuit against bar association, the 
Supreme Judicial Court and four justices on the court. The 
lawsuit alleged his constitutional rights were violated by a 
requirement he answer all questions on the test. Prospective 
lawyers must pass the bar exam in order to practice in the 
state.

Stephen Dunne, 30, claimed that answering the test 
question would have violated his Catholic faith and his First 
Amendment rights, because it would imply his support of gay 
marriage and parenting. Dunne received a score of 268.866 
when he took the test last November. He needed 270 points 
for a passing grade and according to court documents his 

failure was the result of refusing the answer a question about same-sex marriage. 
Gay marriage is legal in Massachusetts and the bar exam questioned prospective 
lawyers about the law and gay parenting. 

Dunne now has filed papers in federal court in Boston asking that the suit be 
dismissed since a subsequent exam did not pose the gay marriage question. Dunne 
claims the absence of the question as a “corrective action” by the bar board. But the 
board, in its reply to the motion to dismiss the case said it had “not agreed to limit 
the content” of bar exams and that the decision not to include the same question 
“merely reflects their standard practice of not repeating questions on successive 
bar examinations.” (365Gay.com)

Texas Stonewall Dems president won’t resign
San Antonio, TX - Despite a request from the organization’s executive board, 

Shannon Bailey is refusing to resign as president of Texas Stonewall Democrats. 
The board voted 5-4 on Aug. 25 to ask for Bailey’s resignation in the wake of 
his recent arrest on a charge of public lewdness. But in a letter dated Sept. 2, 
Bailey remained defiant. “After much thought, soul-searching and discussions with 
friends, I decline the request,” Bailey wrote. “I have been a good steward of the 
[Texas Stonewall Democrats]. I have worked tirelessly on behalf of the organization 
to promote Democratic principles and I intend to do so for a very long time. The 
executive board has scheduled a meeting for Sept. 30 in Austin during which 

members may try to remove him from office, sources said. 
Bailey was arrested June 14 after two vice unit officers observed him performing 

oral sex on another suspect in White Rock Lake Park, according to Dallas Police 
Department reports. Bailey’s attorney, Robert Udashen, said his client maintains 
his innocence. “I’ve done this job long enough to do that everything you read in a 
police report is not always accurate,” Udashen said. “That’s why you have trials. 
Things aren’t always as they seem.

Those who want Bailey to resign say that with an important 2008 election cycle 
already under way, the controversy is creating internal strife and tarnishing the 
image of Stonewall Democrats. Those who support Bailey say he has a right to 
due process and any board action should await the outcome of his case. Lynne 
Armstrong, co-chair of Stonewall Democrats of San Antonio, called Bailey “a stellar 
leader.” Armstrong said any negative attention has been generated by those who 
are calling for Bailey’s resignation. “I don’t think Shannon’s alleged behavior has 
had any reflection on how Stonewall is thought of.” (Dallas Voice - John Wright at 
dallasvoice.com)
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available  

on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846
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FULL SERVICE SALON

Alec-Edwards Salon
F U L L  S E R V I C E  S A L O N

Hair Care • Skin Care • Massage

(410) 279-7218
http://alecedwardssalon.googlepages.com
Visa/Mastercard accepted

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING
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But Joseph Akoro, director of The 
Independent Project (TIP), a Nigerian 
LGBT group, told a representative of the 
International Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission (IGLHRC) who was 
on the scene in Bauchi for the court 
hearing that the young men were not 
wearing women’s clothing at the time of 
their arrest. Moreover, Akoro said, the 
marriage being celebrated at the hotel 
was a heterosexual one.

“This leads us to believe that the 
charges have been drummed up to incite 
hatred against gay people in the highly 
charged environment of our country,” 
Akoro added, referring to Nigeria’s 
extraordinarily conservative culture 
in which both Christians and Muslims 
revile homosexuality as a taboo, and in 
which draconian anti-gay legislation had 
been considered earlier this year by the 
parliament.

That broad-reaching legislation, 
which was promoted by its supporters 
as a ban on gay marriage, was 
denounced in a May 8 New York 
Times editorial as “in fact an assault on 
basic rights of association, assembly, 
and expression” which would have 
criminalized and provided stiff prison 
terms for any association or socializing 
by gays, any speech or writing about 
homosexuality that did not condemn it, 
and any advocacy of human rights for 

lgbt people. The Times editorial called 
the bill “poisonous.”

But Nigerian media hysteria around 
the Bauchi 18, whose trial, the BBC’s 
correspondent in that state this week 
said, has become “a celebrity case,” may 
be the signal that the new government of 
President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, who 

was elected the country’s head of state 
in April, intends to revive the anti-gay bill 
and its omnibus repressions.

That’s the view of IGLHRC’s senior 
African specialist, Cary Alan Johnson, 
who told me:  “We’d hoped that the bill 
was dead, and that the government 
realized that international opinion was 
mobilized against it. The proposed 
anti-gay law had been condemned 
by the European Union, the Italian 
parliament, four rapporteurs of the 
United Nations, and even by the U.S. 
State Department.”

“Now,” Johnson continued, “My 
fear is that these arrests and the way 
they are being framed by the Nigerian 
media— as ‘sodomy’ that occurred at a 
‘gay wedding’ at the hotel when neither 
happened — is being used to prepare 
the field for the re-introduction of the 
bill.”

Asked by this reporter who he 
thought had informed the police of the 
presence of so many young gays at the 
heterosexual wedding, Johnson said 
it was “probably the Hisbah, which is 
similar to the vigilante groups in Iran” 
that target gay people.

At the end of the court hearing, five 
of the 18 accused were freed after each 
paying bail of 20,000 Naira (roughly 
$158). The 13 others who could not 
make bail were returned to prison.

As the five who’d been freed on 
bail left the courthouse, trying to hide 
their faces to avoid being recognized 
or photographed, they were violently 
attacked by a stone-throwing crowd of 
mostly young protestors hollering anti-
gay epithets. Some of the stones hit 
not only police but some of the many 
Nigerian and foreign journalists who’d 
come to Bauchi for the court hearing. 
Police had to fire teargas and shots in 
the air to disperse the angry crowd.

Joel Nana, IGLHRC’s research and 
policy associate for West Africa — who’d 
been sent to Bauchi to observe the court 
proceeding — said the behavior of the 
crowd was “shocking.”

Nana, 25, who was a co-founder 
of the Cameroon lgbt rights group 
Alternatives Cameroon before going 
to work for IGLHRC, said, “Both the 
prisoners and their lawyers were 
dehumanized and attacked by the 
crowd — it seemed as if these men had 
already been tried and convicted.”

The next court appearance in the 
prosecution of the Bauchi 18 has been 
postponed until September 13 “to give 
the new prosecutor time to familiarize 
himself with the case,” several Nigerian 
media reported.

The Bauchi 18 are being represented 

by two lawyers from Nigeria’s Legal 
Reform and Assistance Project, a non-
gay human rights group which had been 
contacted by IGLHRC. 

“It’s one of the positive developments 
that we’ve been able to develop straight 
allies in Nigeria who recognize that lgbt 
rights are an integral part of the human 
rights fight,” IGLHRC’s Johnson told 
me.

But the Nigerian daily This Day 
reported that one of the defense 
lawyers, Barrister Ralph Moye, had 
to ask for an interpreter, as the court 
proceedings were conducted in Hausa, 
and he is non-Hausa speaking. English 
is Nigeria’s official language, but nine 
major dialects, including Hausa, are 
widely spoken in different areas of the 
country.

In Cameroon, six teenagers have 
been jailed without trial since July 30 
on charges of homosexuality following 
police use of torture to make other 
youths “name names” of their gay 
friends in Douala, the country’s largest 
city with a population estimated at more 
than 2 million.

In Cameroon, homosexuality is a 
crime punishable by up to five years in 
prison.

Three adolescents had been taken 
to the police commissariat in Douala’s 
Bonassama district because they had 
allegedly stolen something from the 
house of the parents of one of them.

But while the young trio was at the 
commissariat, one of them received 

a text message on his cell phone that 
police said indicated he was involved in 
a homosexual relationship, according 
to a report prepared by Sebastien 
Mandeng, human rights coordinator 
for Alternatives Cameroon, the group 
IGLHRC’s Nana had founded.

“The police, who used a mixture 
of coercion, torture, and promises 
of liberty, forced the adolescents to 
admit their homosexuality and sign a 
transcript of that admission— but also 
to reveal the identity of the six other gay 
teenagers, who were then arrested,” 
said Mandeng’s report. “The police 
ambushed those who‘d been named — 
they called the six boys and got them to 
come to a rendezvous, and when they 
showed up they were arrested.”

Activist Mandeng said that the police 
refused to give him any information 
when he showed up at the commissariat 
to inquire about the arrested youths 
and sought to meet with them, but 
he managed to speak to them from 
outside the jail through a window of the 
cell where they were being held, thus 
learning their identities and what had 
happened to them.

After being held for 10 days in the 
Bonassama commissariat — more then 
the three days of detention allowed by 
law if no indictment has come down 
– the six teenagers were transferred to 
Douala’s New Bell Prison, where they 
are still being held, without trial and 
without being afforded legal counsel.

Crises Across Africa
Continued from page 3

Aga Khan

See Crises Across Africa on page 22
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Presumptive Baltimore Mayor-elect 
Sheila Dixon has been a long-time 
friend of Baltimore’s gay community. 
Her communications director, Anthony 
McCarthy—a familiar and rather high 
profile figure here—is openly gay. She 
has had several openly gay staffers 
since her days on the City Council. 

Sheila Dixon, while City Council 
president, was a key force in enacting 
a law in Baltimore that prevents 
discrimination based on gender identity 
or expression. In that position, Ms. 
Dixon also pledged to help curb the 
burgeoning HIV/AIDS infection rate in 
the city. Her office was routinely involved 
with Baltimore Pride, and she worked 
to resolve disputes involving gays and 
local gay businesses. She also favors 
civil unions for same-sex couples.

All told, one can accurately describe 
her as gay-friendly, except for the fact 
she does not support nor would she 
sponsor a symbolic Council resolution 
backing same-sex marriage.

Endorsing same-sex marriage is just 
a line that Sheila Dixon and many gay-
friendly elected officials and candidates 
refuse, at this time, to cross. From 
otherwise gay-supportive politicians like 
Governor O’Malley, a significant number 
of state legislators, Senators Benjamin 
Cardin and Barbara Mikulski, and all 
but two of the Democratic presidential 
candidates, their leap to gay marriage is 
fraught with obstacles—some religious 
but mostly political.

Most of these officials advocate civil 
unions with the full complement of benefits 
that would accrue. But to get to that next 
step—full marriage equality—has been a 
challenge and a source of frustration to 
proponents of same-sex marriage.

With Mayor Dixon, her affiliation 
with the AME Church precludes her from 
backing same-sex marriage, according 
to a report by the Washington Blade. 
But I wonder if defying the teachings of 
her church is acceptable to her if she 
favors a woman’s right to choose. 

Many other elected officials and 
candidates, including those who are 
Catholic, use “religious beliefs” as a 
shield, as well. They are frequently pro-
choice, pro-death penalty, pro-stem-
cell research and have even divorced. 
These go against the grain of Church 
doctrine, but these politicians seem to 
fall in line with Church thinking when it 

comes to homosexuality.
The real answer, I believe, lies with 

political calculation. As polls indicate, 
the country has not yet reached the 
point of accepting same-sex marriage. 
Politicians know this and state their 
positions accordingly. I suspect that by 
disavowing such a resolution Mayor 
Dixon did the political math whereby it 
was more advantageous to offend those 
gay voters who believe in marriage 
equality than to alienate the powerful, 
influential African-American ministers 
within the city who strongly oppose 
same-sex marriage. It’s a hot button 
political issue that is dominated by 
religious doctrine. 

Within the House of Delegates, 
only a handful of lawmakers vocally 
advocate same-sex marriage, with Liz 
Bobo among the very few heterosexual 
legislators who do so. Garnering support 
is going to be important when the 
Maryland Court of Appeals eventually 
rules on the constitutionality of the 
state’s marriage law. 

If the court rules favorably, the 
extreme elements of the legislature, led 
by one-trick-pony, anti-gay Del. Donald 
H. Dwyer, Jr., will lead the effort to amend 
the state’s constitution by having the issue 
(minority rights) put before the voters.

Same-sex marriage, which had 
been thrust upon the political landscape 
by the 2003 ruling in Massachusetts, 
has been a good one for Republicans 
during the 2004 election campaign while 
being a canker sore for the Dems at all 
levels of government. 

No Republican that I know other 
than those in the Log Cabin Republicans 
supports gay marriage. Most Democrats 
fear the consequences of the debate. 
No one wants to be pegged as someone 
who is willing to undermine the sanctity 

of marriage and to be accused of 
promoting the “gay agenda.”

In speaking to a member of 
Maryland’s House of Delegates, the 
dilemma for Democrats is illustrative. 
He supports all rights for lgbt people 
and has had a progressive history 
throughout his political career. Yet, he 
is troubled by the word “marriage” and 
cannot find a way to embrace it. 

It is hard to determine, at this point, 
what the political fallout will be from the Larry 
Craig toe-tapping toilet tango incident. Will 
the voters see his digression as another 
example of conservative hypocrisy? Or 
will they take the stereotypical view that 
gays furtively pursue sex wherever they 
can? Never mind that at least half of the 
participants arrested for engaging in public 
sex are heterosexual. 

Or perhaps they will come to the 
realization that marriage equality and 
all that would bring would induce gays 
to seek monogamous, committed 
relationships. The public, as well as the 

Why Gay Marriage Remains 
a Political Taboo

There is no sadness today.  This 
election is not an ending, but an 
opportunity.  I am deeply grateful for the 
outpouring of love and support from all of 
the communities of the 11th District.  You 
proved that it is possible to be open and 
honest and spread a positive message.  
I walked nearly every neighborhood and 
met hundreds of people who want to 
work together to make our city better.  
This campaign would not have been 
possible without the support of great 
organizations like the Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund, National Black Justice 
Coalition Action Committee, Equality 
Maryland PAC, United Workers, SEIU, 
UNITE-HERE, Baltimore Teachers 
Union, Twenty First Century Democrats, 
City Union of Baltimore, Painters Union, 
AFSCME, and AFGE.  

This campaign showed the power of 
true family values.    My partner, Phillip 
J. Lovett, supported me every step of 
the way.  My parents, Fred D. Mason, 
Jr. and Elise Jude Mason constantly 
supported the campaign with strategy, 
fundraising, and lots of hard work door 
to door and on election day.  My aunt 
Laura Jude Gardner was the campaign 
treasurer.  Friends too numerous to name 
supported the campaign in myriad ways.  
Hundreds of people I don’t even know 
responded to fundraising appeals.  

I will continue to work to build 
communities of strength and hope.  
The primary issues of improving 
education, rebuilding neighborhoods, 
and reclaiming our streets still cry out 
for action.  We must demand action 
and hold representatives accountable.  
Someone else was elected to represent 

politicians, must be made to understand 
that same-sex marriage activists are 
not seeking religious blessings of 
marriages; that it is the sole option of 
religious institutions. 

Leadership will go a long way 
towards shifting public opinion. But it 
is always about getting elected and re-
elected that dominate the words and 
actions of politicians. It’s unfortunate, 
but that is the political reality.

When public attitudes change, as 
they most certainly will over time, then 
elected officials will feel safe to trust 
their own beliefs and do what is right. 
Same-sex marriage will no longer 
be considered a taboo. To his credit, 
defeated mayoral candidate Keiffer 
J. Mitchell, Jr. was unabashed in his 
support for marriage equality. Hopefully 
Mayor Dixon and other friends of the gay 
community will see the light as well.

Steve Charing’s blog can be found 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

the 11th District on the City Council.  I 
hope and pray that Cole will work for all 
the people of the district.  I have doubts, 
and we will remain ever vigilant to make 
sure all the people are represented, and 
to make sure that those who neglect 
broad swaths of the district are never 
re-elected.  The election is over, but the 
struggle continues.  

I believe that we opened some 
doors and showed that it is possible 
to be honest about who you are and 
still connect with voters.  We fought a 
major machine that is determined to 
retain power over Baltimore even from 
the State House and Congress, and we 
absolutely made them stand up and take 
notice.  We built a coalition that includes 
people of all races, sexual orientations, 
and financial means.  This coalition must 
be sustained to force our representatives 
to attend to the needs of all the people, 
and not the few.  I still hold to a vision 
of Baltimore as a city where the people 
have the education and skills to compete 
for family-supporting jobs and nurture 
lifetime learning.  I still see a future of 
vibrant neighborhoods where Baltimore 
residents a learning construction skills, 
renovating homes, and bringing care to 
areas of extreme neglect.  We can have 
safe communities where people know 
their neighbors, look out for each other, 
and reject destructive acts.  The vision 
is undiminished, and I look forward to 
continuing to answer the call to service.  
I thank everyone for the opportunity and 
support.  I will never forget it.

Fred D. Mason III

To the people of the 11th District
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MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

BREX Mental b columbia  4/25/07  12:32 PM  Page 1

Dear Dr. Eva:
Like most guys that have sex with 

other guys, I operate in the grey areas 
of safer sex and know that rimming 
has been deemed low risk of HIV 
transmission. I will occasionally rim 
if I come across a cute butt that also 
appears to be very clean. Of course, I 
know that there is always some small 
amount of fecal matter no matter how 
clean someone might be.

About three years ago I got very 
sick and lost 30 pounds in 13 weeks. I 
was pretty sure that I had Giardia. Even 
though I was very upfront in telling the 
doctors what I thought I had and why, 
it took me three doctors and 10 weeks 
to convince one to treat me. Two stool 
tests came back negative and I was 
all but told by the first two doctors that 
blowing shit out my ass 25 times a day 
was all in my head. The third doctor 
wondered what drugs the other two 
doctors were on and immediately gave 
me a prescription, and sent a third stool 
test, which this time did show Giardia.  
After finishing the medication I was 
back to normal and gaining weight and 
for two years remained very healthy. 
Needless to say, I have NOT stuck my 
tongue in many butts since then, but I 

did last May.  
In May 2005 I met a married man 

named “John” (aren’t they all?) at one 
of our local pickup bars. He came to my 
house and we had relatively safe sex. 
He was cute with very nice equipment, 
I asked him to come back again and he 
did. Now that he was repeat business, I 
ate his cute little bubble butt.  

About 10 days later, I started having 
the same symptoms I did when I first got 
Giardia. So I went back to smart Dr. #3. 
I got a course of the same medicine that 
worked before-only this time, it didn’t. 
Since then I’ve had four stool tests 
done, had a barium x-ray, taken two 
more courses of medication, had two 
negative HIV tests and my good doctor 
is rather stumped. I’ve done a diary of 
what I eat, with no correlation between 
my lose bowel episodes and food. This 
has been going on for about 10 months 
now. Feel free to use this in your column 
to warn other ass lickers, butt please 
don’t use my name.

Signed,
Stumped with my shit.

Dear Stumped,
Your letter says it better than I could: 

rimming transmits chronic intestinal 
infections that can be very difficult to 
diagnose and treat. Rimming-related 
infections include viruses, bacteria, 
and protozoa like Giardia. Medical 
professionals are taught that Giardia is 
a disease of travelers, and many never 
learn that, among gay men, Giardia is 
a sexually transmitted disease that can 
be acquired, as you did, without ever 
leaving home.

Giardia can be transmitted by 
unprotected anal intercourse as well 
as through rimming. It persists in the 
gay community because most infected 
people have no symptoms, so they are 
never identified or treated. When there 
are symptoms, they include diarrhea and 
crampy abdominal pain that may last for 
months, and sometimes fever, weight 

loss, and bloody stools. Eventually, 
these symptoms may improve on their 
own, but that doesn’t mean the infection 
is gone – it may be dormant, and the 
person remains infectious to others as 
well as at risk of recurrent diarrhea.

As you experienced, Giardia 
infection is difficult to diagnose by stool 
samples. There is an alternative way 
to diagnose, through a blood test for 
antibodies to the parasite.  

Some other STDs often spread by 
rimming: bacterial diarrhea, gonorrhea, 
herpes, HPV (warts) and Hepatitis A.  
When infectious diarrhea is difficult to 
diagnose and does not respond to a 
short course of antibiotics, sometimes 
a longer course of combination 
antibiotics, including medicines to treat 
both bacterial and parasitic diarrhea, 
will cure it. 

Now that you’ve been through this 
twice, I hope you will consider safer 
rimming. 

Making rimming safer means 
eliminating direct contact between the 
mouth and the anal area. Use barriers: 
a double layer of clear plastic food wrap, 
a dental dam, or a latex or polyurethane 
condom or glove split to make a flat 
sheet. Put some lube on the anus before 
putting on the barrier. Plastic wrap works 
best if you put additional lube between 

Ass Lickers: A Cautionary Tail

Continued on the next page
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A Welcoming Congregation with open 
hearts, open minds, and open doors

We welcome traditional and non-traditional families 
to the life of our congregation.

We’d love to have your children and youth  
participate in our church school for children and 

youth from cribbery through grade 12.

Grace United Methodist Church

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit 
of justice and resistance of oppression

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
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Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?
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Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785
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������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

the two layers, and has the advantage 
of being see-through. Use a big enough 
barrier that you can keep your mouth at 
least an inch from the edge of the barrier. 
Rimming will feel very much the same to 
both of you, and it will be far safer.

Re-printed from the March 24,2005 
issue.

Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of Primary 
Care at Chase Brexton Health Services. 
Send your comments and questions to her 
by email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201.

Dr. Eva
Continued from previous page 
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Reel Affirmations
One In Ten Presents

The Nation’s International LGBT Film Festival

October 11–20, 2007

More than a festival!
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By Meredith Moise

In the world of relationships, lesbian 
relationships are rarely discussed. 
The love life of lesbians has subject to 
much speculation. There is a growing 
movement among lesbians to tell our 
stories.

Enter Laurinda Brown. Hailing 
from Memphis and currently based in 
Atlanta, Brown has set the stage ablaze 

with her book turned play Walk Like A 
Man. The play has become a testament 
to the lives of Black women loving 
women. Brown is also a recent winner 
of the Lambda Literary Award, which 
is a premier award in LGBT literature. 
OUTloud talked to Brown about putting 
Black lesbian culture on stage and the 
challenge of writing about lives most 
often invisible to popular gay culture

OUTLOUD: What is Walk Like A 
Man about?

Laurinda Brown: Walk Like A 
Man - The Play is groundbreaking 
theatre that dares to show the similarity 
in relationships no matter how 
controversial they may be.  In keeping 
with my philosophy, this production 
highlights life, not lifestyles while 
serving up a healthy course of diversity.  
Based on the award-winning collection 
of short stories, Walk Like A Man, the 
play explores the sensitive topic of 
alternative relationships and the labels, 
issues, and stereotypes faced daily 
in that community such as same-sex 
domestic violence, don’t ask-don’t tell 
and the loss of a partner through casualty 
of war, homophobia in the workplace, 
emotional infidelity, 
the joy of new love 
and the loss of an 
old one.

O U T L O U D : 
Why do you 
write about 
Black lesbian 
relationships?

LB: I write 
about Black lesbian 
relationships, but I 
don’t focus on any 
particular culture. 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s 
are universal, 
and the issues 
we experience don’t have a color. The 
dynamics, however, such as baby-
daddy drama, child support, family, 
welfare, and religion, are issues relative 
to Black lesbianism because they are, 
in some cases, consistent with Black 
culture. Walk Like A Man deals with 
themes that we all go through.

OUTLOUD:  What makes these 
relationships unique? Are Black gay 
relationships unique?

LB: I don’t think Black gay 
relationships are unique because 
the issues that we have are universal 
issues no matter what one’s orientation 
maybe. Society places an unfair stigma 
on gay relationships.

OUTLOUD:  How much of your 

own life is reflected in the play?
LB: Quite a bit of my own life is 

reflected in the play. I’m not going to 
comment on which parts, but I see 
myself throughout the play. I reserve 
the right, however, to keep those certain 
scenes secret. (wink and smile).

OUTLOUD: There is a skit within 
the play which focuses on butch-
butch (dom-dom) relationships. 
How important are gender roles in 
the Black gay community? Do they 
help or hinder Black gay and lesbian 
relationships?

LB: In order to answer this question, 
I’m going to refer to the scene of which 
you speak, “Dom and Dommer” where 
two women with masculine tendencies 
are in a relationship. Right, that’s 

unheard of in our community (laughing).  
When asked whether or not she is 
femme or dom, Asia simply replies, “I’m 
just Asia.” She’s comfortable in her own 
skin no matter how she decides to play 
it. While she’s obviously comfortable 
in her Timbs and jeans, Asia admits 
to wearing a dress and heels when 
necessary. Role playing, in my opinion, 
limits our ability to really love someone 
for who they are on the inside. I have 
friends who only date “doms,” and find 
themselves miserable when they can’t 
find someone who’s going to pump their 
gas for them. On the flip side of the coin, 
I have friends who only date “femmes” 
and are pissed when they can’t find 

Walk Like A Man Explores Black Lesbian Lives

See Walk Like A Man on page 33
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by Lambda Rising,
located at 241 West Chase Street, on Friday,

September 14th for your chance to receive a pass,
good for two, to an advance screening.

No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One pass per
person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible. Rated R for strong

brutal and bloody violence, some graphic sexuality, language and nudity.

OPENS NATIONWIDE SEPTEMBER 21

&

EASTERN PROMISES
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Clive Owen stars as Mr. Smith, a 
mysterious loner who teams up with an 
unlikely ally (Monica Belluci) to protect 
a newborn baby from a determined 
criminal (Paul Giamatti) who hunts them 
throughout the bowels of the city.

Fair warning – Shoot ‘Em Up is a 
film people are either going to love or 
hate, and in order to love it you have 
to go in completely willing to suspend 
all disbelief and just go with whatever 
director Davis throws at you.  Think of 
this as kind of a live action Road Runner 
cartoon with Owen as RR and Giamatti 
as Wile E. Coyote (and I guess Bellucci 
could be Bugs Bunny in drag). 

The film starts out with Smith, 
sitting at a bus stop, witnessing a 
pregnant woman being chased by a 
man with a gun.  Smith doesn’t want to 
get involved, but his sense of decency 
gets to him and he decides to step in 

and save the woman, not knowing that 
there is practically an army of men 
with even more guns not far behind.  
The scene kicks into high gear as the 
woman begins to deliver and Smith has 
to help her while fending off all the men 
shooting at them (as shell casings from 
his gun bounce off of her belly).  The 
woman is shot as he tries to move her to 
safety, and Smith wants to make a hasty 
exit but again his conscience takes over 
and he decides to take the newborn with 
him, jeopardizing both of their lives.

There is a funny visual moment 
involving a neon sign which Smith 
shoots out to leave a message for the 
men trailing him, and a moment of calm 
as Smith takes the baby to a prostitute, 
DQ, who specializes in serving men 
who enjoy suckling like babies (we 
find out later that her recent pregnancy 
ended in a stillbirth).  DQ refuses to 
take care of the baby, but when Mr. 
Hertz (Giamatti) shows up to question 
her about Smith and the baby, she 

reluctantly joins Smith when he returns 
in time to save her life.  As the two go on 
the run, the film becomes just one more 
over-the-top gunfight after another, with 
some bits of plot information thrown in 
– the baby is one of three apparently 
harvested for a presidential candidate 
who is seriously ill and in need of a bone 
marrow transplant and the bad guys 
want to make sure this never happens 
because the candidate is all for gun 
control.  We also learn a bit more about 
Smith’s background later in the film, 
but the main attraction here is not plot 
but action.  If you’re against guns and 
violence, then this is not the movie you’ll 

want to be checking out this weekend.  
If you’re a fan over crazy stunts, most 
of them unbelievable, and don’t mind 
some gunplay and blood, then you’ll 
want to be first in line on Friday.  Most 
of the time you’ll be shaking your head 
at how silly most of the action scenes 
are – particularly a gunfight in midair as 
Smith and Hertz’ henchmen jump from a 
plane – but again, if you’re going to take 
any of the film seriously you’ll just not 
enjoy it at all.  The young men behind 
me at the screening apparently didn’t 
get the joke and complained anytime 
the audience laughed.  I mean, after a 

Shoot ‘Em Up
Shoot ‘Em Up (R)
Cast: Clive Owen; Paul Giamatti; Monica 
Bellucci. Director: Michael Davis

See Film on the next page 
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mid-air gunfight, the ground is littered 
with bodies that have fallen from the sky, 
and the scene is so absurd you have to 
laugh – but not these guys.  And if you 
can’t imagine something like that being 
humorous, then again, you’ll not enjoy 
this film at all.

Clive Owen brings the right amount 
of brooding intensity to the role, with his 
deep, dark secret brewing under the 
surface.  He handles all of the crazy 
action and stunt scenes extremely 
well and it kind of makes you wonder 
what would have happened had he 
been selected as the new James 
Bond.  Bellucci is beautiful as always, 
but acting in a language other than her 

native tongue seems to stifle her quite 
a bit.  Her line delivery at times is very 
stilted, but she looks great and I think 
that’s really all that matters.  Giamatti is 
terrific, chewing every piece of scenery 
in sight, delivery most of his dialog with 
a growl that says you really don’t want to 
mess with this guy.  Davis stages all of 
the action scenes well and scores points 
for not shooting everything in extreme 
close-up.  Most of the stunts are totally 
ridiculous, but they’re fun to watch.  My 
only nitpick is that the skydiving scene 
is so totally artificial looking that it took 
me out of the action (others thought that 
added to the scene).  I can’t say that 
Shoot ‘Em Up is an action masterpiece, 
but it should serve its target audience 
well.  

For more reviews old and new, visit 
www.myspace.com/nowshowingtv.

The audience is seated in a 
classroom for the area premiere of A. 
R. Gurney’s new play, Mrs. Farnsworth, 
as it delves into the power of the of the 
individual in politics during the months 
prior to the 2004 national elections. 

A. R. Gurney’s comic escapades 
are hugely popular and his 30+ plays 
are favorites of professional regional 
theatres and community venues. 
From, The Dining Room, Love Letters, 
Sylvia and many others he is a proven 
chronicler of current mores, insights into 
life and living in America.

Mrs. Farnsworth is not so much 
arrogant but opinionated; socializing 
with all the right people (and a Vassar 
grad). She is also quick to point out 
that she’s a rich Democrat not a rich 
Republican.

She reads to the class only an excerpt 
of her proposed book which has political 
thunderbolts leaving the teacher and 
class speechless. GW was a boyfriend 
in college who got her pregnant during a 
drunken haze. Also disclosed is that he 
was involved in a hit-and-run accident 
that resulted in payoffs by Bush senior- 
jobs in the Texas oil industry for those 
involved. The wide-eyed teacher wants 
to bring the entire story to the public.

Her suspicious husband (whose 
family is Republican) shows up almost 
dragging her from the classroom. 
He puts a spin on her accusations by 
telling the group that Mrs. Farnsworth 
is a depressed alcoholic who was even 
throw out of the tennis club spouting her 

stories in the locker room. She confronts 
her husband and threatens to name 
names in her book. Mr. Farnsworth 
is a bully and perpetuates the mental 
abuse reflective of his class status. No 
one can have a ‘crazy’ wife in his social 
circles or even a truthful one. He doesn’t 
vote Republican but those values must 
be maintained. The audience is left to 
decide who is correct in this dichotomy 
but Gurney’s flare for dialog and 
supreme plotting makes us understand 
why his works are so respected. 

Director Steven Carpenter’s three 
lead players, Helen Hedman, Jason 
Schuchman and Mitchell Hebert, all first 
rate actors, handle the roles spot on 
perfect.

Mrs. Farnsworth - Rep Stage 
at Howard Community College in 
Columbia. Now through Sunday 
September 23. Tickets: 410-772-4900 
or www.repstage.org.

By Ben Ryland

I don’t care if Donald Margulies won 
the Obie for best off-Broadway play 
for Sight Unseen. The play is boring 
with uninteresting characters that the 
audience cares nothing about. It is just 
too bad that Everyman Theatre has 
spent much time and effort to create 
such a wonderful production of it.

A very successful America modern 
artist, who is Jewish, comes to London 
to spread his product hopefully to the 
world. Paul Morella inhabits the role of 
Jonathan Waxman to the point of true 
believability. Told in real time (with a few 
flashbacks); while in England he calls a 
former girlfriend hoping for an invitation 
to visit her overnight miles from the city.

She had left to attend a London 
college years ago deciding to stay and 
the reasons become perfectly clear as 
the plot progresses. She was dumped 
and settled for a marriage with a green 
card included. Husband Nick (Bob 
Rogerson) is slow and “a painfully shy 
person” but not stupid. He knows why 
she married him and how obsessed she 
is still with Jonathan. Obviously he has 

dreaded this reunion. Nick is the pivotal 
character played by a strong actor but 
the character seems so stereotypical and 
obvious that his scenes are sometimes 
painful for the audience.

The plot goes nowhere. A German 
reporter tries to bring out the Jewish 
sensibilities and her hatred of the race, 
Patricia the former girlfriend has regrets 
and vents to Jonathan about their 
romance and his new found wealth by 
possibly selling out. At the end of the 
play she gives up an early portrait of her 
in America for his London gallery show 
which is supposed to prove her final 
acceptance of their closure. All in all, it 
is a mess.

Production values are first rate with 
a handsome set designed by Daniel 
Ettinger and lit by Jay Herzog. Next May 
Everyman will present the Tony award 
winning play, ART. Sight unseen it has 
to be better than this.

Sight Unseen - Everyman Theatre. 
Now through October 7.

Boxoffice:  410-752-2208 or www.
everymantheatre.org.

��������

Mrs. Farnsworth at Rep Stage

Film
Continued from previous page

By Ben Ryland

Sight Unseen
Season Opener at Everyman Theatre
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Commenting on the imprisoned, 
teenaged Douala 6, IGLHRC’s Johnson 
said, “The tactics of the Cameroonian 
government define the term ‘witch hunt.’ 
Imagine being forced to denounce your 
friends. Imagine finding yourself in 
prison because your name is on a list.”

In a letter to Cameroon’s minister 
of Justice, Alternatives Cameroon’s 
Steave Neamande denounced the 
continued pattern of arrests of gay men 
in his country, noting, “Hardly a month 
goes by without reports of the arrests of 
people because of their sexuality

In Uganda, most of that nation’s 
small group of lgbt activists went into 
hiding following calls for their arrest by 
Deputy Attorney General Fred Ruhinde 
and Minister of Ethics and Integrity 

Nsaba Butoro. Speaking on the Radio 
One public radio and other private 
radio stations, the two high government 
officials, in demanding that the activists 
be jailed, demonstrated their solidarity 
with a church-led anti-gay rally August 
21, which Butoro attended.

Held at a Kampala rugby field, the 
rally was organized by the Interfaith 
Coalition Against Homosexuality, an 
alliance of Christian, Muslim, and Baha’i 
congregations.

At the rally, which drew several 
hundred people, the anti-gay protesters 
carried dozens of  placards ranging from 
“Arrest all homos” to “God loves homos, 
he hates homosexuality,” Reuters 
reported.

Other placards called for the firing 
and deportation of Katherine Roubos, 
a 22-year-old U.S. intern at the local 
independent newspaper Daily Monitor, 
for reporting on the experiences of gays 
in Uganda. 

“Aga Khan, fire Katherine Roubos, 
homo propagandist,” one said, while 
another read: “Government deport 
Roubos.” The Daily Monitor is part 

of the regional Nation Media Group 
partly owned by the Aga Khan, spiritual 
leader of more than 15 million Shia 
Ismaili Muslims worldwide. He is visiting 
Uganda, which is a predominately 
Christian country with a Muslim 
minority.

The anti-gay rally was designed 
as a response to the launch of a pro-
gay media  campaign at an August 17 
press conference, the first-ever held by 
Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), a 
coalition of four LGBT groups headed 
for the last several years by Victor Juliet 
Mukasa, a transgendered lesbian and 
one of the few lgbt activists willing to 
speak in public. A number of the seven 
panelists at the SMUG press conference 
wore elaborate masks to conceal their 
identities. Mukasa was forced to flee 
into exile in South Africa in fear of her 
life after police  raided her home two 
years ago, seized SMUG materials, 
and forced a friend to strip to prove she 
was really a woman. Mukasa has now 
returned to Uganda to pursue a civil 
lawsuit against the nation’s attorney 
general who authorized the raid on her 
home. 

Roubros’ Daily Monitor article on 
the SMUG press conference reported 
that participants said “police have 
repeatedly demanded sexual favors or 
personal bribes in exchange for release 
from custody. ‘This is not protecting 
Ugandans, said a man wearing a mask 
and a name card with the alias ‘Douglas.’ 
‘This is not protecting Ugandans, it is 
threatening people for profit. This is 
certainly not within the law,’ exclaimed 
Douglas.”

Roubos, a Stanford University 
student, denied campaigning for gays, 
saying she was simply doing her work.

“I was assigned a story by the editor 
and I did it objectively. My job is to report 
on events, not my personal opinions,” 
she told Reuters.

Uganda’s laws prescribe prison 
terms for consensual homosexuality 
ranging from five years to life 
imprisonment. 

For an extensive 2004 report by 
Human Rights Watch, see “Political 
Sharia? Human Rights and Islamic Law 
in Northern Nigeria For more information 
on LGBTs in Uganda, visit the Sexual 
Minorities Uganda (SMUG) Web site 
For more information on the situation of 
Nigeria’s LGBTs, visit the Nigeria section 
of the blog of Rod McCullom, a former 
producer and writer for ABC News and 
NBC News.

This article was originally published 
in New York’s Gay City News.

Joel Nana

Crises Across 
Africa
Continued from page 14

Coconuts

Ladies Tea at the Hippo

Grand Central

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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the rowan tree

baltimore’s foremost
diverse lounge 

1633 S. CHARLES STREET – FEDERAL HILL – BALTIMORE
410-468-0550

WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET

 Private Game Room 

 Never a dull moment and hosts a variety of theme 
parties and charitable events each month  

(simply visit our website).

 OFF STREET PARKING with advance notice

 Our lounge is also available for private affairs 
and commitment ceremonies

 Karaoke... one of the best in Baltimore  
every Saturday Evening

THE ROWAN TREE IS MANAGED BY RZR RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR & ASSOC.
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The condominium concept emerged 
in the 1970s as a unique alternative to 
traditional apartment leasing and single 
family home ownership. At first the idea 
– which involves partial ownership in 
a larger collective or association of 
similar properties – gained traction 
in vacation destinations. Instead of 
forking over excessive amounts of 
money to buy pricey beach property, 
for example, a buyer could buy one 
slice of a larger pie at a more affordable 
price. And as an alternative to perpetual 
rental – which offers no tax benefits or 
equity accumulation – owners could 
purchase their apartments or holiday 

retreats, without having to buy an entire 
apartment building.

Now the same idea is spreading 
within the market for traditional office 
space, where a condo office is defined 
as an office building with two or more 
individually owned units. The rest of 
the property – for example the parking 
lot, landscape and lobby – is owned 
in common and equally shared by all 
of the condo owners. In other words, 
condo ownership of an office works 
the same way it works in a residential 
condominium setting, and the terms of 
ownership are outlined in office condo 
association by-laws.

During the 1990s developers in 
many cities around the country overbuilt 
office space to keep pace with the 
exploding high-tech industry. But then 
the industry shrank as many of the 
start-up “dot-com” companies that the 
offices were meant to house went out of 
business. Many of those costly projects 
were hard to sell, because the need for 
huge office property evaporated, leaving 
developers saddled with inventory and 

financial liability. They offered to sell off 
offices piecemeal, rather than waiting to 
lure well-heeled buyers who could afford 
the whole building. 

Suddenly the condo office 
frontier was discovered, as innovative 
commercial brokers began to divide up 
skyscrapers and sell single office units or 
floors of office space, rather than trying 
to market the whole enchilada. The 
concept caught on, and continues to be 
a popular and less investment-intensive 
alternative for those businesses or 
professionals who would like to own 
their own office but don’t want to build 
or purchase an entire building in order 

to do so.
Occupancy costs combined with 

the loss of potential financial incentives 
usually weigh heavily into the choices 
of those who opt for the office condo 
alternative. Most office condo owners 
cite control of their property as the most 
compelling reason for the purchase, 
and they list tax perks and financial 
advantages as other contributing 
influences affecting their decision. If you 
rent or lease, your ability to redesign and 
remodel may be limited by the flexibility 
of the landlord. And if you decide to 
move, you may have to forfeit penalties 
for short-circuiting your lease. Even if 
you time the relocation to coincide with 
the expiration of your contract, you never 
get to enjoy equity appreciation like you 
do with owned property. 

Availability is another powerful 
issue, because someone needing a 
relatively small can find office condos 
in a variety of sizes and configurations, 
even in the most popular parts of town. 
Office condos are especially popular with 

Office Condos 
An overview of what they are and how they might work for you.

See Office Condos on page 33 
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It is hard to believe that Labor Day 
has come and gone. I always feel a little 
sad to see summer come to an end, but 
I can quickly cheer myself up by thinking 
of all the fun events coming this fall.  

Of course September 14th & 15th is 
the Mr. Double L Leather 2007 Contest 
in Rehoboth Beach. I will bring you all 
the highlights in the next Leather Line. 
On Sept. 22nd you can join the guys 
from COMMAND at their bar night at 
the Baltimore Eagle (It was postponed 
from Sept. 15th. Hey, they want to be 
in Rehoboth too!) On September 29th 
you can sail over to D.C. and join the 
ShipMates at the D.C. Eagle.

October starts off with another big 
event- the International LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy 2007 & International 
Community Bootblack Contest in 
Dallas, Texas. With some of the great 
airfares available and with rooms at 
the host hotel (Crowne Plaza Market 
Center) at just $99-this is your chance 
to join me for the big party in “Big D.” 
The judges were just announced and 
are: Benjamin Palmer (International 
Mr. Bootblack 2006), Antoin Strachan 
(Events Manager, RECON.com), 
Mr. Marcus Hernandez (Leather 
Editor/ Bay Area Reporter), Blackkat 
(American Leatherman 2005), Lauren 
Ide (International Ms. Leather 2007), 

Remi Collette (Mr. Leatherman Toronto 
2004), Rick Storer (Executive Director, 
Leather Archives & Museum), Michael 
Di Mugno (Owner, Spexter Leather in 
Munich, Germany), and Randal Kinnear 
(International LeatherSIR 2006). 
International Leatherboy 2006, boy 
marshall, will be the judges’ boy. Dallas 
was lots of fun last year and looks to 
be even more fun this year. Visit www.
LeatherSIR.com for all the details.  

Also on October 6th, Bennett Long 
(Mr. Capital Pride Leather 2007) is 
hosting the “Capitol-sized Bar Crawl” 
with stops in D.C., Baltimore, and Philly. 
Three cities in one night! A 12+ hour 
tour for $55! Visit CapitolBusCrawl.com 
for details.

The weekend after Dallas, October 
13th & 14th will be the 29th Anniversary 
of the Reading Railmen up in Reading, 
Pa. Those Railman know how to have 
fun.  On Saturday Oct 13th there will be a 
“Night of Fellowship & Frivolity” (including 
snacks and champagne) at their home 
bar- The Red Star Saloon. On Sunday, 
October 14th the 29th Anniversary Dinner 
will be held at the historic Oley Valley 
Inn. Emeritus and Associate members 
can attend for only $35, Non-members 
for only $40. Seating is limited so contact 
(610) 944-1772 and select option #2 for 
details. The Railman are also already 

working hard on their 30th Anniversary 
(October 2008), which will include the 
Mr. & Ms. Reading Leather Contest.

November starts with the Harbor 
Masters 25th Anniversary up in Portland, 
Maine. For more information go to www.
harbormastersofmaine.com.

On November 9th and 10th we will be 
having a big leather event right here in 
Baltimore as COMMAND, MC presents 
the 19th Mr. Maryland Leather Contest. 
With Mr. Maryland Leather 2008 having 
the great honor of representing Maryland 
at the 30th Anniversary of International 
Mr. Leather in Chicago next Memorial 
Day Weekend, this event will be bigger 
then ever. I am very proud to have been 
asked to judge this event. (Hey, they 
knew I would be in the back judging 
anyway!) Joining me at the judges 
table will be Rich Geisendaffer (Mr. 
Baltimore Eagle 1997), Jerry Garmany 

(International Mr.Deaf Leather 2007), 
boy jason (Maryland Leatherboy 2006), 
Rich Hutchings (President of D.C. Boys 
of Leather), Joanna Millhouse (Ms. 
Baltimore Eagle 2006) and of course Sir 
Steve (Mr. Maryland Leather 2007). The 
meet and greet will be held at the Club 
Phoenix on Friday night with the contest 
at 2pm on Saturday at the Hippo. There 
will also be a victory dinner afterwards 
at Tyson Place. Contest tickets will 
be $20 in advance or $25 at the door. 
A limited number of tickets will be 
available for contest & dinner for $40. 
After the dinner the party will continue 
at the Baltimore Eagle. For contestant 
applications or more information visit 
Commandmcmd@aol.com. Who will 
Maryland send to IML 30?  It could be 
you!  

With so much to look forward to this 
fall, why be sad that summer is over? 

Sir Steve with Mr. and Miss Leons

SPECTRUM
On behalf of the Spectrum Family, I’d like to say, “THANK 
YOU” to all those who have shown their support at our bar.  
You’ve become a welcomed member of the Spectrum 
Family and we appreciate it.  I’d like to also give a special 
shout out to: Alexander St. John, who has been quite the 
asset and friend, John & Bruce, for all their hard labor in 
reconstructing our bar, Seal, who has been an invaluable 
bartender and friend, Bill, Vanity, Skip and a few others 
who have contributed to make our nights a success.  Let’s 
not forget the Dancers & Staff.  They were the true troopers 
who stuck it out to the very end.
 
Please stay tuned to RUREADY4IT.COM for information on 
where we will be moving to and when our first “on the 
road” party will take place.
 
David Raynor
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2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

• MONDAYS CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT

• WEDNESDAYS DOLLAR DRAFTS AND 80S TUNES

• THURSDAYS BEAR IT ALL, BARE CHEST AND FIVE
BUCKS GETS YOU ALL YOU CAN DRINK WELL OR
DRAFT FROM 10 TO 12

• SUNDAYS BBQ WITH JIM AT SEX... OOPS WE MEAN SIX.

VISIT WWW.BALTIMORE-EAGLE.COM FOR:
• Events • Mailing List 
• Tuff customer specials 
• Email your favorite staff members 
• And much more

Tuesday, September 13

MAN OF THE MONTH CONTEST
Here’s your chance to make fifty bucks 
without standing on a corner

Wednesday, September 26 

FULL MOON PARTY
CLUB NIGHTS
Saturday September 15: COMMAND

YOU KNOW WHERE TO GO FOR A STIFF ONE!

Hot and Wild Eagle BBQ get it while it 
lasts.  Burgers, Dogs, Chicken, potato 

or pasta salads, watermelon and much 
more.  Dig in before you hibernate.

Congratulations to the 
Baltimore Eagle Men of 
the Month Kurt Jr. and 
Rubicon featured in our 
Leather store ad

Cum by for Happy hour.  Every happy hour drink earns you a wooden nickel, every three wooden 
nickels earns you a free happy hour drink on Fridays and Saturdays between 9PM and 11PM

If you don’t have I.D.             you won’t even get a spanking

The Baltimore Eagle is a Sponsor of the Capitol 
bus crawl (www.capitolbuscrawl.com or visit 

www.baltimore-eagle.com  for more info)  
a benefit hosted byBennett Long 

Mr. Capitol Pride Leather
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410.547.SEAT  • BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • Box Office (M-Sat 10a-5p)
Groups 20+ call 410.837.0110 

September 11-23 • Hippodrome Theatre
France-Merrick Performing Arts Center

Tickets subject to additional service charges and handling fees. Due to the nature of live entertainment; times, dates and performers are subject to change. No exchanges or refunds.

Now Playing!
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DAVE  KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

Richard Pazornik is now with SunTrust Mortgage to serve you better.

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE
I am proud to serve our community.  Having the 
knowledge, experience & resources to serve our 
unique needs makes the mortgages process 
stress free.  Whether you are single or partnered, 
I know the importance of dealing with some who  
understands.

FAMILY HELPING FAMILY

www.suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornink

Richard Pazornik [office] 410.828.5700
Your Family Loan Officer [cell] 443.600.1282
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

This beautiful home is located 
on the second floor of an 
elegant, historical mansion.  All 
mechanical systems have been 
fully updated while great care 
has been taken to preserve 
architectural details.  Gorgeous 
wood floors have been 
painstakingly restored to their 
original splendor.  Low voltage 
lights on dimmers are the norm 
throughout.  Floor to ceiling 
windows flood the home with 
morning sun.  All appliances 
are top of the line Jenn-Aire 
in stainless steel along with 
washer/dryer, jetted tub, 
oversized cabinetry, tiled bath/
kitchen/foyer.  French doors and 
antique columns accentuate the 
historical integrity of the home.  
Deeded parking is included.  In 
two words, simply exquisite!

Mt Vernon Condo - $319,900
512 Cathedral St.

Inquires to Long & Foster’s 
Consistent TOP CITY AGENT

David Martz – GRI
410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, Inc.

HISTORIC FELLS POINT
����������������

1641 Thames Street
Unique opportunity at high profile

2200 sq. ft  store front on the Point’s
best retail block w/ award winning
2200 sq.ft.  harbor front residence.
 $ 1.4 M       LNF.com\ba6530357

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX First Choice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com

office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Overlooking the rolling countryside on 3.8 acres, 
this 2006 custom built cape cod is sure to please! 
This exquisite property is top of the line all around: 
Hardiplank siding, professional kitchen with 
marble countertops, Brazilian cherry hardwood 

floors throughout, stacked stone fireplace 
in great room with vaulted ceilings, 

separate guest house with full 
bath, outdoor fireplace and 
much more.

Country Paradise in Glen Arm - $1,199,000.00

Pictures on line MLS # BC6457276

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

RZR
RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

Baltimore’s Independently Gay 
owned and Gay Managed agency 

for over (30) years

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson 
Ron Zimmerman

Domestic and 
Professional 

Partners for Over

26 Years
For information on our firm and currently offered homesvisit our website or join our 

 100% free buyer email service 
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Office: (410) 882-0021
Fax: (410) 882-7513
Cell: (443) 676-1757
www.c21horizon.com

Nancy Eshenbaugh

Residences at Park Avenue II
2204 Park Avenue
Baltimore, MD  21217
www.residencesatparkavenue.com

Team Maryland/
Long & Foster Realtors

James DiGirolamo, Associate Broker
443-506-2598

1 BR units at $149k
2 BR units starting at $179k

Gourmet Kitchens with maple cabinets, • 
granite countertops and all appliances 
included

Washer and Dryer included• 

Luxury bathrooms with ceramic  tile and • 
designer fixtures

Electronic Entry/Security System• 

Walking distance to Druid Hill Park,   • 
MICA, and Bolton Hill

Easy access to I83, Light Rail, MARC   • 
and Amtrak

NO CONDO FEES for one full year!

Affordable
Luxury
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WINTER GET AWAY, that you can 
RENT for weekend, week, month 
or year OR you could just BUY it.

HURSLEY MANOR  •  HOWARD COUNTY
Hursley Manor is a lovingly improved 
and maintained Victorian classic, 
located in Howard County’s historic 
Lawyers Hill and offering over 5500 
square feet of family living space on 
a gorgeous 3.25 acre lot.  There are 
5-6 bedroom suites, a nanny/in-law 
area, a huge 2nd level laundry room, 
a partially finished lower level with rec-

reation room and 6 person sauna, dual zone heating and central air and 
much more. Outbuildings include: studio/office building with ½ bath and 
attached greenhouse and 2 garages.  Great commuter location within 3 
miles of 2 different stations on the MARC line. (6162ALAW)

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Charming 4 bdr/2 bath cape cod 
full up updates.  Fully fenced rear 
yard.  High Efficiency HVAC system 
3 months old, new windows, updated 
kitchen, new baths, custom finished 
lower level with built-ins, beautiful 
landscaping.  Large fenced rear yard, 
Great location (Q21207ING)

INGLESIDE -  MUST SEE INSIDE!! 

HUGE PRICE ADJUSTMENT - MOTIVATED SELLER!!
Immediate Occupancy!! This gem in up and 
coming Highlandtown has been partially reno-
vated: new kitchen, (extra ‘fridge),updated 
upstairs bath, new upstairs pergo flooring, re-
stored floors main level, newer windows, new 
covered rear deck, classic club room w/full 
bath in LL, good light from windows! Ground 
Rent, 1 yr. warranty.(381PRA)

WINTER GET AWAY

someone who’s going to watch the 
game with them.

OUTLOUD: There is another part 
of the play which illustrates domestic 
violence. How prevalent is domestic 
violence in the Black lesbian 
community? What is the dialogue in 
the Black lesbian community around 
domestic violence?

LB: Domestic violence is very 
prevalent in the Black lesbian community, 
and it’s not always about physical 
abuse. Most members of our audiences 
are shocked to see the issue portrayed 
on stage, but it is a cruel reality and 
needs to be seen. As far as the dialogue 
in the Black lesbian community around 
domestic violence, I can only speak 
from personal experience. 

OUTLOUD: Who are your 
inspirations?

LB: My parents, children, and my 
partner are my inspirations. They’re 
faith in me keeps me grounded. 

OUTLOUD: Why bring the play to 
Baltimore?

LB: Over the past year, we have 
received several requests to bring the 
play to Baltimore, and we decided to 
make it happen.

OUTLOUD: What impact has this 
play had on Black lesbian community 

around the country? How has the 
play affected your life?

LB: The impact has been 
phenomenal. I’ve had women come up 
to me at the end of the play in tears. I’ve 
had many come up to me thanking me 
for writing the play about us and our lives. 
I get emails daily about bringing the play 
to other parts of the country, and we are 
certainly open to doing that. What’s truly 
been amazing is the turn-out. Our Atlanta 
show was all word of mouth promotion, 
and many of the attendees came from 
out of town. Anytime you can pack a 
400-seat venue with no print advertising 
you know you’re on to something big.

Walk Like A Man has positively 
affected my life. I’ve met some wonderful 
people, and I’ve met some not so 
wonderful people. I take it all in as part 
of the job and continue to strive to make 
this - this thing - happen. I’m broke as 
hell because everything I get goes into 
this production, but I believe that, in the 
end, it will all be worth it. Ranting and 
raving about my accomplishments has 
never been part of my personality, but 
when I see the audience on its feet at 
the end, I can’t help but believe I’ve 
done something good.

For more information, and 
presentation dates go to www.
walklikeaman.net.

those who want to establish themselves 
in a specific location where buying a 
building or constructing their own is not 
practical. Small professional firms can 
buy condos that range from 1,200 to 
50,000 square feet, inside large buildings 
in competitive markets like New York, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, or Washington, 
DC. Office condo development is also 
becoming more common in mixed-
use properties where office and retail 
condos are designed into the first floor 
of a residential condo project. You can 
buy your home upstairs, open your wine 
bar downstairs, and visit your corporate 
accountant or attorney in their office 
condo next door. 

As condo owners outgrow their 
original offices, they often acquire 
another condo in the same building or 
purchase strategically located satellite 
office condos. Thanks to the potential 
to profit from market appreciation, 
many office condo owners finance 
their expansion and relocation through 
sales of existing sites, just as first-time 
homeowners trade up to larger homes. 

Right now the market for office 

condos is relatively new and somewhat 
untested. But as companies increasingly 
shift to a virtual online presence versus 
a brick and mortar headquarters, the 
demands for gigantic offices may fade, 
in favor of agile and adaptable office 
condos. 

Flipping office condos may become 
the next bull market opportunity, and 
those who already own them may be 
well positioned for the future. Residential 
condos were considered an inferior 
investment vehicle when compared 
to single family homes, until about a 
decade ago. But then they caught up 
with and surpassed traditional homes in 
popularity and investment performance. 

Regardless of what investment 
yields they offer, office condos are 
already convenient and economical, and 
those are the most important reasons 
why many experts believe they are the 
way of the future.

 To inquire about office condo 
properties from a broker committed 
to serving the GLBT community, visit 
www.GayRealEstate.com. To help 
finance a commercial or residential 
real estate purchase, visit www.
GayMortgageLoans.com. Or just call 
toll free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683).

Office Condo
Continued from page 24

Walk Like a Man
Continued from page 18
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baltimore eagle
leather and video store

open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com • 410.685.3219

Cum Pick up a little something to take home from 
Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video.

Monday and Wednesdays 1/2 price Video Rentals 
If its just u and your hand Monday use the time as a warm up and call 

a friend for Wednesday...
We also have a great selection of lube and video head cleaner

Join the Baltimore Eagle mailing list at www.baltimore-eagle.com and receive 
special discounts and info reserved for our Eagle TUFF Customers online.

Friday,  September 7th BLACKOUT Party 
15% OFF ALL METAL COCKRINGS

Don’t forget to get your blackout t-shirt while they last

EMPLOYMENT
CLEANING HELP

Part time on call hours
Ability to work unsupervised

Transportation required
Thomas 410-889-9289

employment@charmcitycleaning.com

Baltimoreoutloud.com

Van and truck drivers wanted 
(class A,B & C license holders) for 
Maryland’s largest catering com-
pany. Work full time, just week-
ends or around your current job. 
All Candidates MUST be 21 years 
or older, have a clean driving re-
cord and complete BOTH a ve-
hicle driving test, background and 
drug test. Must be able to work 
events as a bartender or server. 
Tuxedo required. Requirements 
include being able to continuously 
reach, bend, carry, stoop, and lift 
up to 50lbs.  Potential benefits 
include medical, dental, disability 
and 401K.
 

Reply to:
David Kunes 
Human Resources Director
Email: 
dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 
410-581-9358

EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANT PASTRY CHEF
Are you creative, energetic, and feel a 

need to express yourself? 
We’re looking for you!!

 
Full time year round position available 
for one of Maryland’s finest off premise
Caterers. Must be a trendsetter. Bench 
work experience with pastries a MUST. 

Culinary Education & knowledge of 
culinary base Software plus.

Excellent compensation package & 
benefits for eligible candidate

 
Forward Resume to:

David Kunes  
Human Resources Director

Email: dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 410-581-9358

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING
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www.baltimore-eagle.com • 410.685.3219
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hicle driving test, background and 
drug test. Must be able to work 
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Tuxedo required. Requirements 
include being able to continuously 
reach, bend, carry, stoop, and lift 
up to 50lbs.  Potential benefits 
include medical, dental, disability 
and 401K.
 

Reply to:
David Kunes 
Human Resources Director
Email: 
dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 
410-581-9358
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Are you creative, energetic, and feel a 

need to express yourself? 
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Full time year round position available 
for one of Maryland’s finest off premise
Caterers. Must be a trendsetter. Bench 
work experience with pastries a MUST. 

Culinary Education & knowledge of 
culinary base Software plus.

Excellent compensation package & 
benefits for eligible candidate

 
Forward Resume to:

David Kunes  
Human Resources Director

Email: dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 410-581-9358

Health Care Power of Attorney
Guardianship  •  Living Trust

General Durable Power of Attorney
Asset Management Trust

Beneficiary Trust  • IRA Trust

If you Answer NO to any of these, call 
ROLAND SMITH 
Certified Estate Planning Professional 

at Maryland Estate Planning
410-760-6098

Non-Traditional Families
Protect Your Loved Ones, 

Your Assets & Your Privacy

 DO YOU HAVE THESE DOCUMENTS?  
 ARE THEY CURRENT?  

 CAN THEY STAND UP TO OUTSIDE  
INTERFERENCE?

ESTATE PLANNING



36   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD September 14, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

NO PETS PLEASE •  NO RAINCHECKS •  NO COSTUME WEAPONS •  TICKETS NON-REFUNDABLE

9 Weekends 
of Jousting, Feasting, Music, Theatre and Fun for the whole Family.

Now Open!
Saturdays & Sundays through October 21, 2007

10 am - 7 pm •  Rain or Shine
Near Annapolis in Crownsville, MD

DIRECTIONS: From 695, Exit 4, 
I97 South to Exit 5, Route 178 
Crownsville to third light and right 
on Crownsville Road to Festival.

For Ticket Information & Group Sales Call . . . 800-296-7304 • 410-266-7304 • TDD: 410-573-1509 

For Directions, Special Events & Other Information Visit Our Website www.rennfest.com


