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Story on page 19
Diana: Ten Years Later, The Candle Still Burns

See Senator Busted on page 3

By Kedrick Keys

It is not often that historic buildings in historic 
residential-business districts sit empty in Baltimore. It 
has been a trend for some years now to convert these 
historic gems into lavish up - scale housing units for 
those city residents seeking convenience for work and 
play or for those suburbanites seeking the excitement 
of the city’s renaissance. But the Brexton building, 
located at 868 Park Avenue in Mt. Vernon, Baltimore’s 
cultural epicenter, has been vacant and neglected since 
1987. Several attempts to develop the Brexton failed, 
including plans for a multi-story dance club, a bed and 
breakfast, and transitional housing of various types.

Constructed in 1881 - 82, the Brexton was built in the 
Queen Anne style. With its massive façade, the Brexton 
dominates the corner of Park Ave and Tyson Street. This 
exuberant style represents the quintessential Victorian 
architecture. Named after an 18th century English 
queen, this style of architecture was made popular in 
England by architect Richard Norman Shaw from 1860 
- 1890. It came to the United States after 1880. Popular 
during the time of Britain’s Queen Victoria, Queen Anne 
architecture has little to do with the 18th century Queen 

The Brexton Returns
By Bob Roehr

Rumors of homosexual activity have swirled 
around Sen. Larry Craig (R- Idaho) for decades. 
They came to a head with his arrest on charges of 
“lewd conduct” in a Minneapolis airport men’s room 
on June 11. 

Craig, 62, pled guilty to those charges on August 
2, paid $1,575 in fines and court costs, and was placed 
on unsupervised probation for a year. He apparently 
told no one, not his wife or family, close political staff, 
or an attorney. The Capitol Hill newspaper Roll Call 
broke the story on August 27. 

In written arrest report filed by airport police Sgt. 
Dave Karsnia, working undercover in a restroom 
where there had been complaints of sexual activity, 
he alleged that the man later identified as Craig, 
peered through the crack in the door into the officer’s 
bathroom stall several times, then entered an 
adjoining stall. 

 “Craig entered the stall and placed his roller bag 
against the front of the stall door. My experience has 
shown that individual engaging in lewd conduct use 
their bags to block the view from the front of their 
stall,” Karsnia wrote. There was no evaluation of 
whether the bag might have fit elsewhere in the stall. 

Craig sat on the commode, tapped his foot, 
moved it to touch Karsnia’s and “swipe[d] his hand 
under the stall divider for a few seconds” three times. 
At that point the officer flashed his badge and told the 

Sen. Larry Craig:
BUSTED

See Forums on page 4

See The Brexton on page 2

By Kedrick Keys

The first of two forums held for Mayoral Candidates 
and City Council was held on Monday, August 20. The 
event was sponsored by Equality Maryland, Black Gay 
Pride Baltimore, Chase Brexton Health Services, the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center, The P.O.R.T.A.L., 

and the National Black Justice Coalition. The turn out 
from candidates was a success. Some arriving late 
do to their busy schedules, although the discussions 
began on time. 

There are three openly gay council candidates 
running in this 2007 primary: Marc Warren for the 1st 
District, Dana Owens for the 11th District, and Fred 
mason III for the 11th District. This is unprecedented in 
Baltimore city elections to have so many openly gay 
candidates looking to fill council seats; especially the 
11th District vacated by Keiffer Mitchell Jr.’s run in the 
mayoral race.

There was some overt opposition to legalizing 
gay marriage in Maryland by some of the candidates 
such as 1st District Councilman James B. Kraft. Whose 
blatant lack of support for the lgbt community incited 
debate after the forum was concluded. Although 
Warren who is running to unseat Kraft was not 

Face off: Candidates Vie for Community Support
Forums Address Equality, Health and Safety Issues
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Anne. Moreover, the exuberant style 
bears little resemblance to the formal 
architecture which was popular during 
her time. 

A sub-style of the late Victorian 
era, Queen Anne architecture is 
characterized by elaborate bric-a-
brac, intricate detailing, a complicated 
roofline, and expansive porches that 
wrap around the front and side of 
homes. Round towers or turrets with 
enormous round bay windows is almost 
certainly a Queen Anne. Inventive, 
multi - story floor plans often include 
projecting wings with multiple chimneys 
topped with decorative chimney pots. 
Many are lavished with gingerbread, 
but patterned masonry of brick, stone 
and terra cotta is most frequently found 
in urban landscapes.  The Brexton is 
constructed of Baltimore-pressed brick 
and Scotch sandstone. The masonry 
in the Brexton is beautifully patterned 
with an abundance of decorative details 
combine in unexpected ways.   

There is an element of surprise to 
the Brexton building starting with the 
exteriors round window pains on the first 
level to the delicately placed rosettes 
imprinted in the sandstone. The interior 
of the Brexton continues its use of 
round accents with a dramatic five story 
tightly turned main stair well located 
in the north end turret, bathrooms are 
located in the south end turret. Arched 
doorways and windows accentuate the 
high ceilings while rosette appliqué are 
placed around doorways. The overall 
shape of the structure is asymmetrical 
with round accents as is typical in Queen 
Anne architecture.  

The Brexton was built for Samuel 
Wyman and designed by prominent 
architect Charles Cassell. Originally built 
as a residential hotel, the Brexton began 
by offering luxury accommodations to 
wealthy tenants such as Wallis Warfield 
Simpson, the future Duchess of Windsor. 
Queen Anne structures became lofty, 
sometimes fanciful, expressions of 

the machine age in the United States. 
These structures stand as monuments 
to the industrialists who prospered there. 
Ironically, the very qualities that made 
Queen Anne architecture so regal also 
made it fragile. These expansive and 
expressive buildings proved expensive 
and difficult to maintain. By the turn of 
the century, Queen Anne had fallen out 
of favor. After Wyman’s death in 1883 
the Brexton became the property of 
the Mary Byrd Wyman Fund, a charity 
dedicated to the education of girls of 
respectable but needy parents.

Unlike many developers whose 
sole objective is to re-purpose older 
dwellings, RWN Development Group, 
LLC, is returning the Brexton to its 
original use as a hotel, a boutique hotel in 
fact. Boutique hotel is a term to describe 
intimate, usually luxurious or quirky 
hotel environments. Boutique hotels 
differentiate themselves from larger 
chain hotels by providing personalized 
level accommodation and services. 
Sometimes known as “design hotels”. 
Boutique hotels began in the 1980s 
in major cities like New York, London, 
and San Francisco. Typically they are 
are furnished in a themed and stylish 
manner, although usually considerably 
smaller than a mainstream hotel.

Based in Washington DC, RWN 
has assembled a team of experts 
with extraordinary qualifications in 
commercial and residential real estate. 
Team members include architects, 
engineers, computer programmers, 
developers, project managers, and 
financial advisors. As a result, RWN is 
uniquely positioned to deliver excellence 
and quality in every project. At RWN, 
architectural integrity is paramount. 
Each project unites form and function 
to produce a unique architectural 
statement. RWN Development Group 
also understands the importance of the 
fine details, such as hand-carved stone, 
classic wrought iron, marble quarried 
from around the world, and woodwork 
by master craftsmen. RWN has 
dedicated itself to building environments 
that recall an earlier period in America, 
when elegance and attention to detail 
characterized the best of life’s material 
rewards.

The firm’s real estate credentials 
rest on a solid foundation of successful 
experience with the renovation and 
restoration of some of Washington, 
DC’s most important historic properties. 
Moreover, RWN includes a Hotel 
Division which specializes in developing 
successful hotel properties. Some 
of RWN’s past projects in Baltimore 
have included the Equitable Building, 

Baltimore’s first skyscraper, located at 
10 North Calvert Street, Brown’s Arcade 
located at 322-328 North Charles 
Street, and the Inn at the Colonnade, 
a Doubletree Hotel, located across 
from Johns Hopkins University. Many 
more historic projects in Baltimore 
are in RWN’s portfolio along with new 
construction. 

Richard Naing, President and CEO 
of RWN Development Group, LLC, in 
1993 started Wynmark Development 
Corporation, which specialized in the 
restoration of historic properties. He has 
acquired and renovated hotel properties 
throughout the D.C. metropolitan area. 
The six hotels owned by Naing have 
earned him a Certified Hospitality 
Administrator designation.

Lonnie Fisher, project manager 
for the Brexton project, is part owner 
and operations manger for Sonar, a 
thriving live concert venue on East 
Saratoga Street. Featuring national 
and local bands and dance nights. The 
club opened its doors in 2001 where 
anything from college circuit bands to 
hard core hip-hop can be seen. Naing, 
owner of the East Saratoga property, 
witnessed first hand Sonar’s success 
and eventually asked Fisher to join 
RWN in developing the Brexton as a 
boutique hotel. “I’m excited to be apart 
of this project. I live in Mt. Vernon and 
our vision is to not compromise the old 
world charm that Mt. Vernon is known 
for”, Fisher told Outloud. Fisher has a 
background in design and understands 
the importance in details. Fisher says, “A 
previous owner has done a good job in 
replacing the windows, although historic 
preservation regulations require the 
main level remain original. The project 
will also retain as much of the original 
interior as possible with craftsmen 
replicating interior woodwork.” 

During a period of extreme 
development in Baltimore with 
condominium projects raising issues 
of when is too much of a good thing 
detrimental to Baltimore’s historic 
communities, some residents are 
rallying against over development. In 
the August 8 issue of the Baltimore Sun, 
South Baltimore residents blocked a 
plan to build two more waterfront towers 
at HarborView. Faced with intense 
community opposition, Mayor Sheila 
Dixon pushed HarborView’s developer, 
Richard A. Swirnow, to rescind his 
request to the City Council that would 
have enabled him to keep building even 
though he technically had exhausted 
his construction options. Two of the 
main issues residents of Historic South 
Baltimore were opposed to were the 

obstruction of views to the Inner Harbor 
that the new construction would impede 
and the declining availability of open 
space. 

In the midst of a Democratic primary, 
Dixon has been concerned about the 
community’s extreme aversion to this 
project and its skepticism about the 
city’s interactions with HarborView; 
although, alternative planning 
strategies are still on the table. Dixon 
has been endorsed the for re-election 
by the Baltimore’s Carpenters’ Union, 
The Mid Atlantic Regional Council 
of Carpenters (MARCC), and  Three 
minority contracting groups-on the 
national, regional and local levels: 
the Minority Contractors Association, 
Inc. (MWMCA), the Maryland Minority 
Contractors Association, Inc. (MMCA), 
and the American Minority Contractors 
and Businesses Association, Inc. 
(AMCBA).
As reported in the August 15 issue of 
the Baltimore City Paper, Naing’s RWN 
Development Group, which also reached 
a deal with the city over the Waxter 
Center, located across from the Brexton 
on Park Avenue, came in third among 
mayoral candidate Keiffer Mitchell Jr.’s 
biggest business donors, with $2,750.

“Assuming RWN can solve any 
parking issues, I think that a boutique 
hotel is an excellent use for the building”, 
Adam Blumenthal, Executive Director of 
the Baltimore Architecture Foundation, 
told Outloud. In 1997, Roger Wood 
adopted the cause of the Brexton, 
and founded Brexton Renaissance. 
Chartered as a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization and registered Maryland 
charitable organization, Brexton 
Renaissance serves as the focal point 
for all things related to the Brexton. 
Brexton Renaissance has assumed a 
secondary role to support and advocate 
the restoration of the Brexton and assist 
the new owner with its full array of 
resources.

The Brexton, a Historic Gem
Continued from page 1
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See Busted in Airport on page 4

Idaho Republican Senator Busted in Airport Men’s Room
Senator to leave with him. There was a 
brief argument and Craig was told that 
he was under arrest. They proceeded to 
the police operations center. The whole 
thing took less than ten minutes. 

Criag was asked to produce an ID 
and tried flashing his Senate business 
card, saying, “What do you think about 
that?” It didn’t suffice. 

Craig maintained that he was 
standing outside the stall waiting for one 
to open. He said, “He has a wide stance 
when going to the bathroom and that his 
foot may have touched mine,” and that 
he reached down on the floor to pick up 
a piece of paper, according ot Karsnia’s 
written report. 

The Senator was processed 
and released less than an hour after 
entering the men’s room and made his 
connecting flight. 

SECOND THOUGHTS
When the story broke on August 27, 

Craig issued a statement saying, “At 
the time of this incident, I complained to 
the police that they were misconstruing 
my actions. I was not involved in any 
inappropriate conduct. I should have had 

the advice of counsel (which he waived) 
in resolving this matter. In hindsight, I 
should not have pled guilty. I was trying 
to handle this matter myself quickly and 
expeditiously.” 

He also resigned as cochair of Mitt 
Romney’s presidential campaign, which 
quickly scrubbed its website of a video 
of the now ex-cochair.

Craig went on the offensive 
on August 28, reading a prepared 
statement to the press but not take any 
questions. He acknowledge making “a 
poor decision” in Minneapolis—not his 
conduct in the restroom but the fact that 
“I chose to plead guilty to a lesser charge 
in the hope of making it go away.” 

He tried to blame it all on the 
state’s leading newspaper, the Idaho 
Statesman, that “has engaged in this 
witch hunt” by carrying out a months 
long investigation into allegations that 
have been circulating for years that 
Craig is gay. Less than a month prior 
to the incident, Craig had sat down with 
reporters from the Statesman to talk 
about those allegations. 

 “I am not gay and never have been,” 
Craig asserted three times during the 
course of his media appearance. 

The statement may in fact be 

true, because to most people, being 
gay indicates an acceptance of one’s 
homosexual nature. Great numbers of 
men engage in sex with other males but 
do not consider themselves to be gay. So 
Craig’s apparent quest for masturbation 
in the stall, while homosexual in nature, 
may not have been “gay.” 

If Bill Clinton believed that a blow 
job from Monica Lewinski was not sex, 
then Craig’s wink and nod would be no 
greater stretch of credulity. 

Craig claimed that his actions “have 
brought a cloud over Idaho.” But most 
thought that any shadow cast was solely 
on the man making the statement, not 
on the state he represent, unless it is 
the state of denial. A SurveyUSA poll of 
600 Idahoans found that 55% thought 
he should resign. 

The allegations of homosexual 
activity resonate because they have 
hung over the Senator’s head for so 
long. 

Back in 1982, as a freshman in the 
US House of Representatives, a periodic 
“scandal” of sex with pages and drug 
use titillated the public. Without being 
named, Craig rushed to call a news 
conference, denying any involvement. 
The next year he finally married, 

adopting his wife’s three children but 
siring none of his own. 

Last October, activist Mike Rogers 
circulated allegations that Craig had 
been soliciting sex in a restroom at the 
Union Station train depot in Washington, 
DC, just two blocks from his Senate 
office. He also claimed that two other 
persons in the Pacific Northwest had 
had sex with Craig. The Senator denied 
the charges, but that was when the 
Statesman began their investigation. 

LARRY, WE HARDLY KNEW YA
Craig is a reliable vote for social 

conservatives but not a particularly 
vocal advocate for those efforts. The 
Family Research Council (FRC) rates 
him a perfect 100; the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) a perfect zero. 

The Idaho Statesman wrote in an 
August 29 editorial, “When politicians 
try to turn social and sexual issues into 
fair political game, they invite scrutiny of 
their behavior. Craig did not establish 
these rules of political engagement, but 
he operates under them.” 

It earlier had cautioned readers 
against a rush to judgment but also 
said, “Idaho’s senior senator must 

Continued from page 1
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Ladies… a NEW alternative 
to the Bar Scene
THE STUDIO
a new coffeehouse space

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday: Noon - 6pm
Thursday - Saturday: Noon-8pm

READ STREET BOOKS & COFFEE
229-231 W Read St.

Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES , PE S SI N  & K ATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

• She is accessible, responsive, and committed
• She negotiated $50,000 Gift to Douglas High
• She got funding for extended hours in the 
  summer for recreation centers
• She got a resolution passed in the Council calling  
  for special legislative session about BGE rates
• She got major repairs for Ashburton and  
  Coleman Schools
• She helped improve traffic safety in Hampden  
  and Remington

Belinda Conaway 
Keeps Her Promises

Belinda Conaway 
Keeps Her Promises

speak candidly with the people who 
have hired him for more than a quarter 
of a century.” 

Log Cabin Republicans president 
Patrick Sammon went for the political 
juggler. “Senator Larry Craig’s ability to 
continue serving the people of Idaho is 
in serious doubt…Innocent people don’t 

plead guilty. The time to contest these 
allegations would’ve been before his 
guilty plea.” 

“What’s up with elected officials 
like Senator Craig?” National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force executive director 
Matt Foreman asked rhetorically. “They 
stand for so-called ‘family values’ and 
fight basic protections for gay people 
while furtively seeking other men for 
sex. Infuriating, pathetic hypocrites. 
What more can you say?”

Busted in Airport
Continued from page 3

present, the two have had an ongoing 
dispute over the lack of protection 
and support within their district which 
encompasses the Patterson Park and 
Canton neighborhoods over the alleged 
racial and sexual orientation harassment 
Warren has been experiencing from his 
neighbors.

One voice that has not been heard 
as much as the other candidates, but 
is just as passionate is that of Owens. 
Owens told Outloud, “ So much to be 
said by so many to so few that the 
average listener has neither the time or 
energy to sort through the vast oyster 
beds of bull for those rare pearls of 
wisdom” (T.S. Elliott).” “I am a candidate 
that will keep it real with the citizens 
of the 11th District. I have served the 
community for more than 22 years as 
a businessman, and advocate for the 
people. There is no other candidate 
for the 11th District seat that has 
done more for this community than I 
have. I have done outreach and helped 
in research for HIV and AIDS. I have 
been there for the fund raisers, outreach 
programs, people in need; assisted with 
funeral  expenses, prescription costs; 
and have made great strides in bringing 
together Baltimore’s Black and White 
Gay Community. I will continue to assist 
the many facets of our community after 
the  election is over, regardless of the 
outcome of the election.”

The second of the two part forum 

series was held on Wednesday, August 
29. Present for the Council President 
question and answer session was Maria 
Allwine, Council President, Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake, and Michael Sarbanes. 
All of the participants running for Council 
President were received well. Green 
Party Council President hopeful, Allwine 
received a zealous hand of applause 
for stating that she thought it was a 
sad state of affairs that we as a country 
are still debating whether same sex 
couples have the right to marry. When 
asked about the HIV/AIDS statistics 
in Baltimore Rawlings said, “We have 
to look at the health institutions. Even 
though we have some of the best 
medical institutions in the country and 
possibly the world right here in Maryland, 
we still are experiencing an outrageous 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. We [politicians] 
should all lead by example by getting 
tested and making our statuses known.” 
Sarbanes supported civil unions, but 
believed religious institutions have the 
right to their varying traditions on the 
matter of gay marriage. Sarbanes also 
added that his personal religious belief 
allowed all people, no matter what their 
sexual preference, around the table.

Councilman Keiffer Mitchell Jr. 
was the only front runner present for 
the Mayoral race. Keiffer dominated 
the question answer session with ease 
with well thought out answers and even 
weathered a few personal stabs from 
Mayoral candidate A. Robert Kaufman. 
Mike Schaefer and Andrey Bundley 
were also present.

Forums
Continued from page 3
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WWW.KEIFFERMITCHELL.COM

Changing 
Baltimore 
for the 
Better

Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Keiffer J. Mitchell, Jr., William D. Mulholland, Treasurer

We need friends in high places that won't hedge their 
bets on our issues. Keiffer Mitchell was at my wedding.  
He believes in GLBT equality.  He is my personal friend, 
but he is also a friend to the entire GLBT community.  
Vote Mitchell for Mayor on September 11th.

- Delegate Heather R. Mizeur (D-20)

‘‘He’s the only 
candidate that will 
make our city safe.

- Fraternal Order of Police 
President Paul Blair

ENDORSED BY

BALTIMORE POLICE, SHERIFFS, 
AND FIREFIGHTERS

Among both gay men and of lesbians 
85% said that advertising in gay media 
favorably influences their decision to 
purchase products or do business with 
a company. Of the gay men surveyed 
89% and 92% of lesbians reported that 
the way a company treats its gay and 
lesbian employees impacts their decision 
to do business with that company. 
Further research showed 88% of gay 
men and 91% of lesbians report that 
their purchasing decisions are favorably 
influenced by corporate sponsorship 
of lgbt events and participation in lgbt 
charities. 

Gay men and lesbian survey 
respondents work in a diverse variety of 
careers, although both groups cited the 
same top two career fields: medical and 
education. Medical work was at the top 
of the list with 8% of gay men and 15% 
of lesbians in this field. Second was 
education (6% and 9%, respectively) 
and third was accounting or finance for 
gay men (6%) and legal or government 
sector for lesbians (7%). With regard to 
family life, 46% of gay men and 65% 
of lesbians are partnered or live with a 
significant other. While 20% of lesbians 

have children under the age of 18 living 
at home, the statistic for gay men is 
much lower at 5%.

For gay men, the median household 
income is $83,000 per year (Gay 
singles $62,000; Gay couples living 
together $130,000), almost 80% above 
the median U.S. household income of 
$46,326, according to US census data. 
40% of gay men reported household 
incomes in excess of $100,000 per year. 
For lesbians, the median household 
income is $80,000 per year (Lesbian 
singles $52,000; Lesbian couples living 
together $96,000), and 36% of lesbians 
reported household incomes in excess 
of $100,000 per year.

A comparison of housing shows both 
groups very similar. Findings show that 
61% of gay men own a home and 36% 
rent while 8.4% own vacation property 
and 9.3% own other property. Among 
the lesbian respondents, 69% own a 
home and 29% rent with 10.4% owning 
vacation property and 9.8% owning 
other property.

The survey was co-produced by 
Rivendell Media, and sponsored by 
Absolut. For more information visit www.
CommunityMarketingInc.com.

The largest-ever survey of its type 
reveals new information about gay and 
lesbian consumers; information that 
can be used by marketers to target a 
loyal customer group that has not been 
fully engaged by corporate America. 
The survey, conducted by Community 
Marketing, Inc. includes psychographic 
and demographic information based 
on a national survey of more than 
12,000 gay men and more than 10,000 
lesbians, and has a margin of error of 
plus or minus one percent at the 95% 
confidence level. 

Among the findings: there are 
approximately 1.3 million gay and 
lesbian households in the United States 
with children under the age of 18.Gay 
male and lesbian consumers are more 
likely to have used a Visa card than 
other Americans, and to buy products 
from companies that treat their gay 
and lesbian employees well and that 
advertise in gay media. Although gay 
and lesbian publications were read most 
often by both gay men and lesbians, 
major national “mainstream” publications 
also fared well. The New York Times 
is the “mainstream” publication cited 

most often by gay men and People is 
the “mainstream” publication cited most 
often by lesbians. 

Community Marketing’s 2007 Gay 
Consumer Index™ and 2007 Lesbian 
Consumer Index™ reports provide the 
most comprehensive collection of gay 
and lesbian consumer data to date. 
Among the specific findings: 80% of 
gay men and 79% of lesbians made a 
purchase with a Visa card in the past 
month, while 64% of gay men and nearly 
56% of lesbians made a purchase with 
a MasterCard and 36% of gay men and 
24% of lesbians made a purchase with 
an American Express card. 

Among gay men the top three most 
widely read publications are community-
specific titles such as The Advocate, 
Out and local LGBT publications, with 
the New York Times, Men’s Health 
and GQ the top three most commonly 
cited “mainstream” publications. Among 
lesbians the top three most widely read 
publications are The Advocate, Curve 
and local LGBT publications, with People, 
AARP The Magazine and O The Oprah 
Magazine the top three most commonly 
cited “mainstream” publications.  

Survey of Gays and Lesbians Provides Breakthrough 
Detail into Growing U.S. Consumer Segment 
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By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
Taken

Workplace
Coconuts

Best part about your job?
Getting that money!

Worst part about your job?
Non-tipping customers.

Favorite movie?
Right now its 300

Favorite Website?
Downelink.com

Best drink you mix?
X-tini

Favorite drink to have someone 
make for you?

Blue Diva

Favorite designer?
Bebe

Reality show you would want to be on?
Baldwin Hills

Three songs every jukebox needs?
Kelis--I Hate You So Much Right 
Now, J. Holiday--“Put You To Bed”, 
and Cassidy—“My Drink and My 2 
Step”

Cats or dogs?
Dogs

Last good book you read?
Video Vixen by Karrine Steffans

What should Baltimore do to get its 
crime under control?

What the hell can it do?

Best reason to live in Baltimore?
The crabs.

Favorite type of pie?
Sweet potato pie. Mmmmm.

Thunderdome!   One shall enter, 
one shall leave:  Martine Lawrence 
vs. Jaime Foxx?

Martin Lawrence.

What was your best ever Halloween 
costume?

The Grim Reaper

If you had a pet unicorn, what would 
you name it?

Cameo.

What is your best feature?
My ass.

Favorite Oriole or Raven?
None of the above.

f your life was a musical, what 
would the title be?

Lessons Learned.

Finish this though:   I don’t know 
why this city can’t….

Fix the dang gone pot holes!

Favorite piece of jewelry?
I love my necklace.

First tattoo?
My ex-girlfriend’s name on my 
back.

Marzá

• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com
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VOTE FOR

FRED D.

MASON III

CITY COUNCIL
11TH DISTRICT

 IMPROVING EDUCATION
 REBUILDING NEIGHBORHOODS
 RECLAIMING OUR STREETS
 EXPERIENCE, EDUCATION, AND  

COMMITMENT TO SERVE THE PEOPLE

BUILDING COMMUNITIES
OF STRENGTH AND HOPE

WWW.FREDMASON3.COM
Authority Friends of Fred D. Mason III

Robert “Bob” Moore, Chairman
Laura Jude Gardner, Treasurer
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Candidate
Survey
Result

Mayor’s Race

Sheila Dixon:              Yes         No      No   Yes     Yes          Yes           Yes    Yes           Yes

Keiffer Mitchell Jr.               Yes            No      Yes   No              Yes          Yes            Yes      Yes       Yes

11th District

Fred Mason               Yes.        No       Yes   Yes             Yes.         Yes          Yes    Yes      Yes

William Cole               Yes        No       Yes   Yes             Yes          Yes          Yes    Yes       Yes

Rita Collins                  No        No       No    Yes             Yes           No          Yes     Yes        Yes

Dana Owens                Yes        No       Yes   Yes     Yes          No          Yes    Yes         Yes
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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By Steve Charing

While driving down Route 1 in the 
Savage-North Laurel area in Howard 
County on the afternoon of August 19, I 
spotted a parking lot at a strip mall that 
featured an array of vintage cars. There 
was a ’55 Chevy, a ’66 Ford Galaxie, 
a ’62 Chrysler Newport, a ’61 Buick 
Electra, a ’68 Ford Mustang and a host 
of other various models and years. 

Was this a car show? No, it was 
a monthly gathering of members of a 
regional lgbt car enthusiasts club called 
the Straight Eights—an ironic term 
for an lgbt group that stemmed from a 
pre-1950’s engine configuration that 
featured eight cylinders in a single row. 
It is a fast-growing club with over 170 
dues-paying members that serves the 
Baltimore-Washington, D.C. area.

A couple of dozen members of 
Straight Eights on this sprinkly day 
parked their cars on the open parking 
lot outside PW’s Sports Bar and Grill, a 
convenient location which has evolved 
into the only gay bar in Howard County. 
(They usually draw far more but the wet 
weather apparently kept some folks and 
their cars home.) The monthly event, 
which began this past May, occurs on 

the third Sunday at 3:00 p.m. It is called 
a “Cruise-In” and attracts current and 
new members from all over the region. 

They come to ogle other members’ 
cars from the exterior finish and features 
to the interior upholstery and accessories. 
They network, share stories and tips and 
socialize in an informal atmosphere that 
includes downing a couple of drinks and 
perhaps a meal inside PW’s.

“We welcome car nuts seeking 
to celebrate their common love for 
automobiles of all types, from vintage 
to contemporary, in an accepting 
atmosphere,” according to their 
website. 

The Straight Eights was started in 
1982 by three guys who placed an ad 
in the Washington Blade seeking others 
who share their love for cars. Slowly but 
surely, the club expanded to their peak 
total today as more and more gays and 
lesbians in the DC-Baltimore region 
sought an outlet for their passion for 
cars while finding an alternative to the 
usual bar scene. 

Club vice-president Howard “Smitty” 
Smith, of Prince George’s’ County and 
a member for eight years, said that 
membership increased by a whopping 
50 during the past two years alone 

as the group is increasing its visibility. 
Indeed, the Straight Eights have 
appeared in Baltimore’s Pride festival 
as well as DC’s Capital Pride and Black 
Pride events and have also been “out” 
at various bars.

The Straight Eights (representing 
Baltimore-Washington) is one of 28 
regional lgbt car clubs in the U.S. that 
are under the umbrella organization, 
the Lambda Car Club International. The 
LCCI is the largest collector car club for 
gays and lesbians in North America with 
a membership of over 2,000.

“We offer a comfort zone for gays 
and lesbians to be themselves and 
who have a passion for cars,” says 
Jim Byers of Washington, D.C., the 
affable president of the Straight Eights. 
“Straights are welcome, too,” he points 
out and emphasizes that “diversity and 
acceptance will be the expectation and 
not the exception.” 

“We’re open to lgbt car-lovers of 
all areas of interest—vintage, exotics, 
‘tuners,’ hot rods, sports cars, or just 
an enthusiast’s passion for things 
automotive.” Byers adds, “You don’t 
need to have a classic car or any car to 
join us.” 

The club’s newsletter, Car Talk, 

stokes interest further by providing 
useful information and photos and 
offers buying and selling opportunities 
for members by placing ads. 

Smitty, the vice-president who 
owns an auto repair shop not far from 
PW’s, says the group has members with 
varying degrees of mechanical aptitude 
skills. “Some do their own mechanical 
work and others ask me to change 
their light bulb. You don’t have to be a 
mechanic to enjoy the Straight Eights,” 
he explains.

To offer variety and broaden its 
appeal, the club organizes a wide range 
of activities that are not necessarily car-
related. There had been a recent trip to 

Straight Eights Cruisin’ Down the Road for 25 Years

Members of the Straight Eights at the “Cruise-In.”

See Straight Eights on page 13
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The architect of cynicism, Karl 
Rove, abandoned the floundering Bush 
administration, and this may be the first 
positive news to come out of Washington, 
D.C. since the Capitals signed Alexander 
Ovechkin. His departure, under a cloud 
of legal questions, is welcomed across-
the-board. 

Rove’s goal of long-term GOP 
domination failed. Bush’s key domestic 
agenda tanked. The 2006 election was 
a debacle. And the president’s approval 
rating stuck in low gear with an unkind 
legacy awaiting him. But most important, 
at least for progressive Americans, 
the divisive Rove can be legitimately 
blamed for the election and re-election 
of George W. Bush.

As the chief political strategist 
and advisor to President Bush, Karl 
Rove, an agnostic, used fear tactics in 
targeting the “faith community” to seduce 
evangelicals and other religious and 
social conservatives to the polls in 2004 
and vote for Bush. In doing so, he and 
his minions beat on “gay marriage,” and 
consequently, gays and their families, 
like a war drum.

Rove oversaw the placement of 
constitutional amendments in eleven 
states so that the lightening-rod issue of 
gay marriage would be a key component 
of the 2004 election campaign. Besides 
appealing to religious Protestants, 
Rove used it as a wedge issue to divide 
otherwise dependable Democrats who 
were socially conservative, such as 
many African-Americans and Catholics. 
Radio ads, fiery sermons and distorted 
printed literature were the means used 
to alarm and divide Americans.

This strategy was successful in that 
all eleven states passed amendments 
banning same-sex marriage. It may have 
contributed to Bush’s crucial victory in 
Ohio—a significant battleground state—
as evidenced by the fact Bush defeated 
Kerry by a slim 51 to 48 percent margin, 
but the amendment banning same-sex 
marriage passed by a much greater 
margin, 62 to 38 percent. This suggests 
that conservatives were drawn to the 
polls in greater numbers, with the anti-
gay marriage voters more likely to vote 
for Bush. 

As we head deeper into the 2008 
presidential campaign, which has 
already been in full swing for months, 
the likelihood of same-sex marriage 
becoming a significant factor is quite 
dim. Even the wicked Rove, had he 
stayed on to be major player, would 

have likely put the issue on the shelf to 
some extent.

Much to the despair of many 
gay activists, all but two Democratic 
candidates have been careful 
not to publicly support the “M-
word,” though they favor strong 
civil union arrangements with 
all the Federal rights and 
benefits that would accrue 
to any married couple. By 
avoiding the overt advocacy 
of same-sex marriage, they 
keep the bull’s-eye off their 
backs on this issue.

The general population, 
led by younger voters, is trending slowly 
towards supporting some form of gay 
union. Most still disapprove of same-sex 
marriage probably because of religious 
beliefs, but there is some movement 
towards equality. And it is important to 
state that the number of people who 
identify as “intensely religious” in a Pew 
Research Center survey has declined 
significantly during the past four years. 

Add that dynamic to a recent CNN 
poll indicating that such social issues 
as abortion, stem-cell research and gay 
marriage are on the back burner in the 
minds of voters. They see the war in Iraq, 
terrorism, health care and education as 
more pressing matters. 

It’s now been years since “activist 
judges” tried to redefine marriage in 
Massachusetts. And with the Bay State 
possessing the lowest divorce rate in the 
country, nobody could claim that same-
sex marriage has adversely affected the 
institution.

The Republican candidates during 
the primary season all oppose same-
sex marriage. But rather than trying 
to scare the voters on that issue and 
beating up the Dems since the front 
runners already oppose it, they are 
directing their energies to the absurd 
term “Islamofascism” and frightening 
the masses about illegal immigration. 
These are the bread and butter issues 
for the GOP during the 2008 campaign. 

Immigration, excessive spending 
and the mismanaged war in Iraq have 
riled conservatives and divided the 
Party. It is pointless, therefore, to try to 
unify the GOP on gay marriage when 

the chasm is so deep on these other 
more pressing matters.

And if Hillary Rodham Clinton is 
the Dems’ nominee, the Republicans 

will have a huge arsenal of 
darts to throw at her. Gay 
marriage? Oh, that’s so 
2004! 

Just as the Republicans 
centered their 2004 strategy 
on post-9/11 and to a lesser 
degree, gay marriage, the 
Democrats will make the 
2008 election about Bush-
Cheney and the war in Iraq 
although neither of these two 

villains will be on the ballot. Health care, 
education, the environment, energy 
independence, terrorism, globalization, 
immigration and myriad other issues will 
dominate the discourse. 

Gay marriage is expected to 
recede as a hot-button subject. The 
Democratic-controlled Congress will 
not entertain another bid for a Federal 
Marriage Amendment, which should 
douse any demagoguery on the issue. 
Few if any states plan ballot initiatives 
to amend their constitutions this time 
around as most that are inclined already 
have them. In Maryland, though, it is 
still an open matter pending the Court of 
Appeals’ ruling.

As the campaign heats up during 
the primaries and then on to the general 
election, strategists for both parties will 
survey what’s most on voters’ minds 
and what would be a winning formula 
for victory. It is unlikely the GOP will pull 
gay marriage out of their bag of tricks 
given the other dominating issues. 

Moreover, as a result of the gay 
escapades of former Republican 
Congressman Mark Foley coupled 
with the recent toilet incident involving 
Republican Senator Larry Craig, the 
GOP would be better served if they 
don’t sound the “gay” alarm bells or 
even bring up the subject.

And I believe even Karl Rove would 
have thought the same if he remained 
in the game.

Steve Charing’s blog is at www.
SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

What Will the GOP Do?
With Karl Rove out the door, the election issue of “gay marriage” 
in ‘08 may have gone out with him 
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By Sheldon Richman

We appear to live in a republic. 
But look closely; it’s clearer every day 
that we live in a de facto autocracy. 
President Bush has managed to amass 
an astounding amount of power simply 
by scaring the American people and 
Congress into thinking that our continued 
existence as a society depends on 
giving him carte blanche.

It’s important not to be fooled by the 
institutional façade. Yes, the Congress 
still exists, and it sometimes seems to 
execute its constitutional responsibilities. 
But appearances are misleading. For 
example, President Bush’s repeated 
practice of issuing “signing statements” 
when putting his signature on legislative 
bills is well known. This is the president’s 
way of saying, “I will carry out -- or not 
carry out -- this law as I, and I alone, 
see fit.” So much for the Constitution’s 
requirement that he “shall take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed.”

The emasculation of Congress is 
even worse than that. Congress has 
passed major legislation pushed by the 
president without debating or even 
reading it. Hard to believe, but true. 
Recently, Congress gave the president 
near-blanket authority to conduct 
warrantless eavesdropping on American 
citizens’ and residents’ communications 
with people outside the country. It turns 

out the president may have gotten 
more power than he asked for, and 
how this happened is frightening. As 
the Washington Post reported, “Broad 
new surveillance powers approved 
by Congress this month could allow 
the Bush administration to conduct 
spy operations that go well beyond 
wiretapping to include -- without court 
approval -- certain types of physical 
searches on American soil and the 
collection of Americans’ business 

Autocracy Comes to America
records, Democratic Congressional 
officials and other experts said.”

How could Congress, especially 
one controlled by the opposition party, 
have given the president such ominous 
power? The Post explains: “The 
dispute illustrates how lawmakers, in 
a frenetic, end-of-session scramble, 
passed legislation they may not have 
fully understood and may have given 
the administration more surveillance 
powers than it sought.”

Do you know why your so-called 
representatives were in such a scramble? 
Because, they were adjourning to go 
on vacation. Run-of-the-mill legislation 
might have been left until they returned 
in September. But this was “anti-
terrorist” legislation. And so a scared 
Congress voted without thinking. The 
next time you hear someone rhapsodize 
about government “of the people, by the 
people, for the people,” remember this 
episode.

Finally, there are the executive 
orders. Here the president can issue 
decrees without even the appearance of 
congressional authority. Any president 
can hand down far-ranging executive 
orders thanks to emergency legislation 
passed during wars fought long ago. 
Randolph Bourne was right: war is the 
health of the state.

Only July 17 President Bush 
issued an order “Blocking Property 

of Certain Persons Who Threaten 
Stabilization Efforts in Iraq.” Covered 
under this order are those who are 
“(A) threatening the peace or stability 
of Iraq or the Government of Iraq; or 
(B) undermining efforts to promote 
economic reconstruction and political 
reform in Iraq or to provide humanitarian 
assistance to the Iraqi people.”

This may sound like nothing to be 
concerned about. But some people are 
concerned that the language is broad 
enough to cover those who dissent from 
the president’s policies. Conservative 
constitutional scholar Bruce Fein says 
the order violates the Fifth Amendment 
protection against deprivation of property 
without due process and “empowers the 
president to destroy anyone he says 
[poses] a significant risk of undermining 
the rehabilitation or political reform in 
Iraq.”

“[This] is a stunning assertion of 
executive power that creates a Sword of 
Damocles over anyone opposed to the 
war or otherwise who might come under 
the umbrage of the president,” Fein told 
Jerome Corsi of WorldNetDaily. 

Thomas Jefferson said, “An 
elective despotism is not what we 
fought for.” Well, we got it anyway. 
 
Sheldon Richman is senior fellow at 
The Future of Freedom Foundation 
(www.fff.org) and editor of The Freeman 
magazine

It is time that we as an African 
community get re-educated on cultural 
aspects and differences between same-
gender-love and gay and lesbianism. 
Cleo Manago, activist, writer, executive 
director and cultural worker for over 
a decade, initially founded the term 
“Same Gender Loving” to avert any 
correlation and assumptions between 
and about Africanist SGL people 
and the White, gay, Greek culture 
which represents mainstream gay/
homosexual culture. He foresaw these 
kind of issues erupting and wanted to 
clearly distinguish and provide an outlet 
for African SGL people who embraced 
African cultural expression as African 
SGL people’s natural and wholistic self/

life expression from those who felt they 
had to embrace white gay Greek culture 
to express themselves as SGL. 

Much of what we call “gay and 
lesbian” practice and/or culture 
originated in Greek culture, and re-
surged itself during the civil rights 
movement (the gay rights movement 
and cultural explosion tagged on 
to the civil rights movement and 
later abandoned the movement for 
racial equality and embraced its own 
expression). The gay and lesbian 
movement and cultural expression is 
very much a culture that is often anti-
African and/or often non-supportive of 
values, concerns and issues of and 
related to the African community. This 

is clear throughout its history. In vast 
contrast, same gender love is and 
always has been a part of African history. 
To deny its presence is to deny the lives 
and presence of millions of Africans 
and their relationships/families. Same 
gender love in African communities was 
and is not some movement to condone 
a sexual expression, it wasn’t and isn’t 
about waving a rainbow flag or fighting 
for one’s right to have sex a certain 
way--it was and is about community, 
it was and is about love, it was and is 
about how certain cultural aspects play 
themselves out within the context of the 
village. 

Historically, this can be seen in a 
tribal practice called Mati-ism, practiced 
heavily in ancient West African culture. 
Even today, a large SGL movement 
exists within African culture and many 
communities in Africa have accepted 
and embraced its presence. It was a 
common part of the African tradition 
called Mati-ism for women to marry 
women and women to become wives 
of other women. Of course these 
women had husbands too and the 
responsibilities to the wives were 
secondary. Just as in modern SGL 

African culture, many women have had 
husbands and some still do. Mati-ism 
was accepted as normal and healthy. 
Again, please be clear, this cultural 
expression wasn’t about the act of being 
“gay”, it was about love, protection 
and service. It wasn’t about some big 
sex-scapade, it was about comforting 
the wife when the husband was gone 
hunting for six months or going through 
initiation. Just as SGL today isn’t about 
sex, it too is about expressing and 
having love in a village and African 
nation rocked and marred by white 
supremacy and the remnants of slavery 
and racism in America. It is too about 
spiritual attraction, biological nature 
and emotional needs. It is about loving 
from a position of how spirit leads one 
to love and have love. Who are we as 
humans having a spiritual experience to 
determine what someone’s spirit needs 
or doesn’t need?

Rickie Green is CEO of The 
PORTAL, Baltimore’s African 
American SGL Community 
Center.  Send comments to 
rgreen@theportalbmore.org.

In my travels, I am often asked why we tend to use the term “Same Gender 
Loving” instead of “Gay”.  Ta’Shia Asanti (Ayoola Omikunle Karade), Priestess of 
Yemoja best explains this paradigm shift as follows:

African Gay and Lesbian Relationships
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D and
Sherry Honar, D.D.S.
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MASSAGE

GO FIRST CLASS!
With

First Class Massage
Proudly Serving the lgbt Community

Private in Home, Hotels  
or Out Calls

Call Joe 443-935-9822
Available Day and Evenings by 

Appointment
10 Years in the Making

PHOTOGRAPHY

Black Rose Imaging
Artistic Portrait, Architectural 

and Travel Photography.
Make up artist and stylist available  

on demand.

3500 Parkdale Ave
Studio 13
Baltimore MD 21211
(410) 800-4716
(410) 366-1846

the Masonic Temple in Arlington, Virginia, 
and last year members enjoyed a tubing 
excursion on the Rappahannock River 
in West Virginia.

Closer to home, Towson’s Tom 
Lalley, the Straight Eights treasurer, 
adds that the group has visited the 
Baltimore Museum of Industry and the 
Visionary Arts Museum on Federal Hill 
and enjoyed cookouts at Patapsco 
State Park. 

There have also been tours of car 
restoration shops to whet the appetite 
for those who see cars as more than 
just transportation.

The Straight Eights’ big annual 
event, however, is the Beach Ball held 
in Rehoboth Beach. Each regional 
club from the LCCI puts on an annual 
weekend car show called an Invitational 
with the Beach Ball being the Invitational 
for the Straight Eights. 

This Invitational will also serve to 
commemorate the Straight Eights Silver 
Anniversary. It features a free Collector 
and Vintage Car show presented by its 
members at Grove Park on September 
22 from Noon until 3:00 p.m. The park 
is located at Rehoboth Avenue at Shaw 
Circle, and the entire public is invited to 
attend. 

Of course, the car show is the main 
component of the Beach Ball Invitational 
weekend. The other events that 
weekend, including an awards banquet, 
are designed for members only and will 
take place at the Atlantic Sands Hotel. 
Beach Ball is expected to draw over 
140 LCCI members and nearly over 100 
collector cars from all along the East 
Coast.

Says President Jim Byers, “Expect 
to see Rehoboth Avenue transformed 
into a sea of projectile hood-ornaments, 
sparkling chrome, and tail-fins in candy-
store hues.”

For more information about the 
Straight Eights, cruise over to their 
website at www.straight8s.org. 

Straight Eights
Continued from page 9
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MAKING YOU FEEL HEALTHY
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL WELCOME.

From routine physicals and on-site specialty
consultations to women’s health and pediatrics,
Chase Brexton Health Services provides a full
spectrum of primary medical care to the gay
and lesbian community in an open, comforting
environment. Call today to discover a place
where leading a healthy lifestyle fits your life.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 

• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

BREX General w columbia  5/11/07  6:04 PM  Page 1
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These  news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications for allowing  
us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been significantly edited 
and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned following the 
item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore Outloud 
or Pride Media.

N.J. poll shows support for gay marriage up
Newark, NJ - A new poll shows that nearly two-thirds of New Jersey voters — 

63 percent — favor legislation to allow same-sex marriage. The poll, commissioned 
by New Jersey-based glbt-advocacy group Garden State Equality, marked the six-
month anniversary of the civil-union law and was conducted by the research group 

Zogby International.
Steven Goldstein, chair of Garden 

State Equality, believes that the civil-
union laws in New Jersey have failed 
to live up to the promise of equality to 
marriage and cites recent cases where 
companies like UPS have denied 
benefits to employees in civil unions, 
requiring the intervention of state 
officials. “The state reported that 1,514 
couples got civil unioned in the first six 
months of the law,” Goldstein said. “As 
of [Aug. 19], 246 couples have come 
to Garden State Equality to report that 
their employers won’t recognize their 
civil unions. . .” UPS extended benefits 

after New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine sent the company a letter urging them to do 
so. Companies have argued that since a civil union is not called “marriage,” the 
legislature did not intend for it to be equivalent to marriage. 

“This poll shows the people of New Jersey are ready to change the civil-union 
law to a real marriage equality law,” Goldstein said. “The people of New Jersey are 
giving permission to Gov. Corzine and the legislature to do the correct thing and 
give real equality through marriage to same-sex couples.” The recent poll shows 
a seven-percent increase in those backing same-sex marriage compared to a 
February 2006 poll. (Philadelphia Gay News -  Larry Nichols at epgn.com)

Mob tries to lynch men convicted of homosexuality
Bauchi, Nigeria -  A mob attempted to break into a prison in northern Nigeria 

on August 24 and lynch 18 men awaiting sentencing on morals charges that state 
controlled NAN news agency reports. One prison official was injured as guards 
fended off the angry crowd. Sentences for the 18 were to have been handed down 
last week by a Sharia court in the Moslem state of Bauchi. They were arrested 
wearing women’s clothing at a hotel where police say they had gathered for the 
wedding “of two men”. An attorney for the men said they were at the hotel for a 
“graduation party”. 

The 18 were convicted of sodomy earlier this month but last week the judge 
reduced that violating Islamic law by dressing in female garb when it could not be 
proved any sex had occurred. Sodomy carries a maximum sentence of death. NAN 
reports that the mob was angry that the charge was reduced. Whether the men are 
gay or transsexual has not been fully explained by authorities. 

Meanwhile, the government is moving ahead with legislation that would strip 
gays and lesbians of all civil rights. The bill started out as a ban on same-sex 
marriage and has been revised to make it a crime for more than two gay people to 
be in the same venue at the same time. It prohibits lgbt social or civil rights groups 
from forming. It would be illegal to sell or rent property to same-sex couples, watch 
a gay film or video, visit an lgbt web site, or express same-sex love in a letter to 
one’s partner. The legislation goes so far as to make it a criminal offense to impart 
information of HIV/AIDS to gays or for non-gays to meet with any group of gays for 
any purpose. The penalty would be five years in prison with hard labor. (365Gay.
com)Steven Goldstein & partner Daniel Gross

with NJ civil unioin certificate
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Continued on next pageGOT
NEWS?

Send it to 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com

A Welcoming Congregation with open 
hearts, open minds, and open doors

We welcome traditional and non-traditional families 
to the life of our congregation.

We’d love to have your children and youth  
participate in our church school for children and 

youth from cribbery through grade 12.

Grace United Methodist Church

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit 
of justice and resistance of oppression

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

����������������
Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

��������������������

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������

��������������
���������������

������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information
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Reel Affirmations
One In Ten Presents

The Nation’s International LGBT Film Festival

October 11–20, 2007

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.reelaffirmations.org

www.oneinten.org

202.986.1119

info@reelaffirmations.org

LOCATIONS:

Lincoln Theatre
1215 U St. NW
202.328.6000

Landmark’s 
E Street Cinema
555 11th St. NW
202.452.7672

Goethe Institut 
Inter Nationes
814 Seventh St. NW
202.289.1200

ReelAff_OutLoudAd1 082407.indd   1 8/24/07   1:41:06 PM

Down-and-out former professional 
Ping-Pong phenom Randy Daytona 
(Tony Award winner Fogler) is sucked 
into this maelstrom when FBI Agent 
Rodriguez (Lopez) recruits him for a 
secret mission. Randy is determined to 
bounce back and recapture his former 
glory, and to smoke out his father’s 
(Robert Patrick) killer – one of the 
FBI’s Most Wanted, arch-fiend Feng 
(Walken). But, after two decades out 
of the game, Randy can’t turn his life 
around and avenge his father’s murder 
without a team of his own. He calls upon 
the spiritual guidance of blind Ping-Pong 
sage and restaurateur Wong (Hong), and 
the training expertise of Master Wong’s 
wildly sexy niece Maggie (Maggie Q), 
both of whom also have a dark history 
with Feng. All roads lead to Feng’s 
mysterious jungle compound and the 
most unique Ping-Pong tournaments 
ever staged. There, Randy faces such 
formidable players as his long-ago 
Olympics opponent, the still-vicious Karl 
Wolfschtagg (Lennon). Can Randy keep 
his eye on the ball? Will he achieve the 
redemption he craves while wielding a 
paddle? Is his backhand strong enough 

to triumph over rampant wickedness?
I haven’t seen many sports comedies 

– Dodgeball, Blades of Glory, etc. – so I 
wasn’t sure if I was going to enjoy Balls 
of Fury especially as it comes from the 
writing team of Thomas Lennon and 
Ben Garant, two of the perpetrators of 
“Reno 911!: Miami, one of the worst 
TV-to-film adaptations ever.  But there 
just seems to be something inherently 
funny about ping pong (no offense to 
the enthusiasts), and that makes the 
film pretty funny from the get-go. 

When we first meet Randy, he’s just 
a lad of twelve, a ping pong champ, and 
a father who has a bit of a gambling 
problem.  Knowing his dad has money 
on the match against Wolfschtagg, 
Randy cracks under the pressure and 
his dad is killed by Feng’s henchmen.  
Nineteen years later, the FBI enlists 
Randy to pick up the paddle again to 
help capture Feng and avenge his 
father’s death.  Randy, however, has 
spent his years doing a lousy cabaret 
act in Vegas showing off his ping pong 
skills but has left competition far behind.  
He must be trained by the master, 
Wong, if he is to be invited to participate 
in Feng’s tournament (where a game 
played to “sudden death” is exactly what 
it sounds like).  Along the way, Randy 
must compete against The Dragon for 
big bucks (the gamblers wager $1.00 

each on the game), endure a bus and 
boat trip to Feng’s jungle lair, and fend 
off the advances of Feng’s courtesans 
(who, it turns out, are all men). 

The film has some very funny 
moments, and a cohesive story and 
unspools at such a brisk pace that the 
entire segment in Feng’s compound 
feels rushed and missing some key 
moments – not that it hurts the story 
but things are just resolved much too 
quickly.  The film’s success is due to it’s 
two key players – Walken, who seems to 
be having a ball playing dress up in his 
ornamental robes and big hair by way of 

Balls of Fury (PG-13)
Cast: Dan Fogler; Christopher Walken; 
George Lopez; Maggie Q; James Hong; 
Thomas Lennon
Director: Ben Garant

Balls of Fury
“A big movie with little balls”

See Film on page 18
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FALL BOWLING
LAUREL, MD    LAUREL, MD

Sundays- 2:00 PM   Mondays – 7:15 PM
League of Women Bowlers         Monday Night Mixed
AMF Laurel Lanes   AMF Laurel Lanes
15013 Baltimore Ave. N. Laurel, MD  15013 Baltimore Avenue N
CC:  202-997-3819    Lyn: 301-322-7371 or
Leagueofwomenbowlers2@verizon.net BCWINGFIEL@aol.com

Leagues are social and prior bowling league experience is not required. All skill levels are invited. 
We welcome individuals, couples and full teams. Both Lanes are non-smoking.  

Capital Area Rainbowlers Association  (www.carabowling.org)

BOWLINGBOWLING

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street,
on Friday, August 31st for your chance to receive a

pass, good for two, to an advance screening.
No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One pass per

person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible.
Rated R for violence and some language.

OPENSNATIONWIDESEPTEMBER 7

“Bram Stoker’s Dracula,” and newcomer 
(well, this is his first lead role on film but 
not his first film) Fogler, a Tony winner 
for The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.  Fogler has a certain 
charm that shines through even as his 
character carries a bit of repulsiveness 
at the beginning.  You have to wonder 
how you’re going to root for this fat 
slob loser, but Fogler makes the guy so 
likeable once he begins his training and 
develops a major crush on Maggie that 
you can’t help but hope he succeeds.  
When Feng changes the rules of the 

game and forces Randy 
to play to the death 
against Maggie, you 
really feel for the guy as 
he is willing to lay down 
his life for this woman he 
hardly knows.

Even though the 
film’s tagline is “A big 
movie with little balls,” 
it still ends up having 
a big heart in the end.  
Lennon and Garant’s 
script is clever and witty, 
and Garant’s direction is 
solid.  The ping pong effects are pretty 
amazing (the digital balls even cast 

shadows on the tables), and most of the 
budget probably went to making them 
look as realistic as possible (because the 
big explosion near the end is anything 
but).  The film also garners some laughs 
with some cameo appearances by some 
familiar faces, from Everybody Hates 
Chris dad Terry Crews to Robert Patrick 
to several Reno 911 cast mates.  The 
summer season may be coming to an 
end, but I can’t think of a better send off 
than a comedy that actually produces 
some laughs and makes a hero out of 
an underdog.

Rated PG-13 for crude and sex-
related humor, and for language.

Film
Continued from page 17
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We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

By JeffRey Clagett

Do you remember where you 
were when you heard the news that 
Princess Diana died? It will be the tenth 
anniversary of her death on August 31. 
She would have been fourty six years 
old. 

During this time Diana has become 
a cottage industry.  This anniversary 
has produced a slew of books (25 
so far), DVD’s, books on tape, dolls, 
plates, figurines, bobble heads, pins, 
jewelry, calendars, TV movies, media 
investigations (over nine so far), her will, 
stamps, and a ton of memorabilia that 
can easily be found on eBay. One doll 
has a button to push to hear snippets 
of Diana statements. I my opinion the 
worst book have Diana’s stuffed animals 
having a conversing with each other. As 
an avid Diana collector I find some this 
merchandising beyond comprehension. 
I also have to admit I have been sucked 
into this trap of buying some of the 
above kitsch. Even if these items weren’t 
made and bring immense wealth to the 
manufactures, Diana would still be in 
the news. 

Since the tragic accident a decade 
ago, there has been much speculation 
that she was murdered. The French 
investigation of her death blamed the 
drunk driver of her car despite the fact 
he had 20% of carbon monoxide in his 
body, enough to kill a man but the focus 
was his alcohol level and his taking 
anti-depressants. The investigators 
also seem to have ignored the fact that 
Henri Paul had recently opened several 
bank accounts all over Paris with over 
a quarter of a million dollars despite 
the fact he only earned forty thousand 
dollars a year as the head of security at 
the Paris Ritz Hotel. They did however 

acknowledge that he was a spy for 
French and English intelligence.

At the time of the accident, a white 
Fiat Uno was seen speeding away from 
the Pont de l’Alma tunnel. Despite a 
massive hunt for this car French officials 
were unsuccessful in their search. Two 
years later the car was finally located. 
Its owner was identified as a reporter 
and spy.  In an even more twisted turn 
of events he was found murdered with a 
gun shot to the head, locked inside the 
Uno with no signs of keys. The car had 
been torched and all that was left was a 
shell. What a way to find a much sought 
after car! How convenient for those who 
claim this was a simple drunk driving 
accident. 

I can’t help but wonder why Diana 
wrote a letter predicting her own death 
in a car accident? Coincidence? Despite 
her suspicions, expressed to her close 
friends, and the obvious signs that 
this was more than a simple accident, 
the international authorities were more 
interested in sweeping the whole tragic 
event under the carpet.

The recent movie The Queen 
showed the massive global outpouring 
of love and genuine grief over Diana’s 
shocking death. However it was also 
a headache inducing sympathetic 
homage to a Queen Elizabeth, who 
was completely out of touch with her 
subjects love towards the black sheep 
of the monarchy. I a book by a legitimate 
author claimed Prince Philip once called 
her the patron saint of sodomy.

The royal family was appalled by 
Diana’s embrace of the downtrodden. 
Diana’s sensitivity changed viewpoints 
and how we would still be immersed 
in our ignorance of the anguish of 
people with AIDS and HIV, the plight of 
the homeless, the isolation of lepers, 

terminally ill children, and the destruction 
and ban on the use of landmines to 
name a few. There seemed to be no end 
to her compassion. Diana did things her 
way and the establishment she married 
into despised her for it. 

 The constant need for all things 
Diana must be awful her sons, William 
and Harry, to endure. How can they move 
on when the world won’t let them? Elton 
John’s rewrite of Candle in the Wind 
dedicated to 
Diana became 
the biggest 
selling song in 
history and was 
number one 
in hundreds 
of countries 
– a sign of 
the marketing 
of Diana’s 
imagery and 
that ability to 
make countless 
millions of 
dollars with the 
manufactures 
promise of 
donating part of 
the proceeds to 
Diana’s favorite 
charities. Does 
that justify this 
commercialism 
of her legacy?

On what 
would have 
been Diana’s 
46th birthday, 
her sons, Prince 
William and 
Prince Harry 
organized a 
Concert for 

Princess Diana:
The Candle That Won’t Go Out

Diana to commemorate their mother’s 
life. Tickets sold at record speeds 
and the list of entertainers spanned 
many genres including dancers, opera 
singers, rockers and rappers. This was 
a remarkable success for her sons and 
provided them with the opportunity to 
organize an event they felt their mother 
would approve of. This was also an 
opportunity for them to reflect publicly on 
their mother’s legacy, as they seemed 
fit. During a joint interview with his 
brother to promote the concert, Harry 
said, ‘I don’t think we’ll ever know”, in 
response to a questioned asked about 
the circumstances surrounding Diana’s 
death. I agree. 
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Baltimore’s Largest 
G.L.B.T Bowling Organization

*** Celebrating 16 Years ***
********Two Leagues********

For more information or to register
please call 410-426-0491 or e-mail outandaboutbowling@hotmail.com

Located at Brunswick Perry Hall Lanes * 4359 Ebenezer Rd. 
Perry Hall, MD. 21236

SUNDAYS
Starting

September 9, 2007
3:00 PM

3 Persons Teams
32 Weeks

MONDAYS
Starting 

September 10, 2007
9:15 PM

3 Persons Teams
32 Weeks

RUREADY4IT.COM
Open Wed-Sat 7pm-1am • Happy Hour Specials 7-8 •  Dancers Star t  at  8 

2000 Eastern Ave. • Baltimore, MD 21231
410-563-2482 • Spectrummen.com • Spectrummen@aol.com

SPECTRUM

Friday, August 31: ALL YOU CAN DRINK ~ 7-9 
$15; $3 Three Olive Vodka 9-10; $2 Domestic Beers 10-11
Saturday, September 1: $200 AMATEUR CONTEST
Come enter the contest of a lifetime!  Hosted by, Alexander St. John

Monday , September 3:
SHAWNA ALEXANDER &  
VANITY STARR PRESENT  
THE DRAG SHOW ROYAL!
Doors open at 8 Showtime 9:15-11:30

Wednesday, September 5:
5, 5, 5 Night w/ Max $5 cover
Thursday, September 6:
September Mayheim 
$3 cover before 10 pm!
Friday, September 7:
RETRO FRIDAY NIGHT
Saturday, September 8:
RUREADY4IT!

WE ARE STILL OPEN!!!

By Dan Woog

We’ve heard the jokes. OK, we’ve 
probably made them ourselves. A 
female friend gets turned down for a job. 
“Too bad you weren’t a real minority,” 
we commiserate. “Maybe if you were a 
lesbian in a wheelchair...”

Danielle Peers is that lesbian in a 
wheelchair. But don’t you dare feel sorry 
for her. She’ll kick your ass.

Peers - called “Doc” for reasons 
explained below - grew up in Edmonton, 
Alberta. She played soccer, sailed, and 
high jumped, but basketball was her 
passion. She captained Grant MacEwan 
College to the national championship, 
and made the Academic All-Canadian 
team.

But throughout her life Peers had 
knee and leg problems. She was told it 
was because she was an athletic female, 
but after her second year in college, 
she could no longer play. A woman told 
her to take up a new sport: wheelchair 
basketball.

“I’m not in a wheelchair!” Peers 
protested. No matter, the woman said - 
half the wheelchair basketball players in 
Canada are able-bodied.

Her first time on the court was an 
eye-opener. “Compared to the disabled 

people, I was completely unable,” Peers 
recalls.

But she loved the game and 
persevered. Three years later, her 
condition was finally diagnosed: 
muscular dystrophy (MD - “Doc,” get it?). 

Finally eligible to try out for the national 
team - restricted to legitimately disabled 
players - she quit her job as MacEwan’s 
assistant coach and trained 40 hours a 
week. She helped the Canadians earn 
a number-one world ranking (and was 
named Most Valuable Player in a recent 
tournament). 

She joined the Alberta Northern 
Lights men’s team, and became the first 
woman on the men’s all-star squad. In 
2006, a French men’s team signed her to 
play in the only professional wheelchair 
league on the planet.

“When I wheeled in for the first 
time, the players were unsure about a 
female,” Peers recalls. “They wondered 
if I could keep up, and what their wives 
would think. The captain told them, 
‘She’s not a woman. She’s a lesbian.’ 
That was the last I heard about it. They 
figured as a lesbian I’d be tougher, more 
athletic - and there would be no issues 
with their wives.”

Peers came out at the end of high 
school. During her first relationship, 
she vowed there would be no secrets, 
discomfort, or shame. She made a 
commitment to herself to always mention 
her queer identity publicly.

“There are a lot of similarities 
between coming out as queer and 
coming out as disabled,” she says. “I 
pass as able-bodied, because I can still 
walk, and in some situations I pass as 
straight. I learned a lot about people’s 
expectations of ‘normal.’”

One day, Peers was asked to speak 
about the Paralympics movement. She 
enjoyed it, and talked to more groups. 

Fighting for Both the Crips and the Queers

See Sports on page 28
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the rowan tree

baltimore’s foremost
diverse lounge 

1633 S. CHARLES STREET – FEDERAL HILL – BALTIMORE
410-468-0550

WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET

 Private Game Room 

 Never a dull moment and hosts a variety of theme 
parties and charitable events each month  

(simply visit our website).

 OFF STREET PARKING with advance notice

 Our lounge is also available for private affairs 
and commitment ceremonies

 Karaoke... one of the best in Baltimore  
every Saturday Evening

THE ROWAN TREE IS MANAGED BY RZR RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR & ASSOC.
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Blue Parrot
5860 Belair Road

Baltimore, MD 21206
410.254.3785

blueparrotbar.com
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Sober greetings kiddies – evidently 
several of you have taken the cue from 
Lindsey Lohan and gone into rehab. 
Hopefully, you didn’t take another cue 
from LiLo and try to run people over 
before going into rehab. Apparently 
the new thing is to announce you’ve 
gone into rehab on your MySpace 
page. Puhleeease people, have a little 
discretion: the twenty-six times (all 
successful I might add) that Alexander 
went into rehab it was a secret…well, 

kinda…
Congratulations to avant-garde 

(somebody tell her what that means) 
drag artiste Shawwna Alexander on 
her new career – scooping ice cream in 
the Arundel Mills Mall. I didn’t recognize 
her at first without her usual balloon butt 
and boobs. I think the drags should take 
over the entire food court – I can see 
it now: Tia Chambers working the wok 
(and the Chinese boys) at the Manchu 
Wok and Josie Foster frying (and eating 

and eating and eating) the chicken at 
the Chick-fil-A. Perhaps Alexander 
could join them – is there anything with 
a liquor license in the food court?

Speaking of Alexander and liquor 
– I want to apologize to the bartender 
David at the Quest for my behavior 
the other night. Evidently in the midst 
of an alcohol-induced black out (a rare 
occurrence for me, I can assure you), 
I was involved in an altercation with a 
biker chick by the name of Barb. Thanks 
David for your patience – by the way, 
am I barred?

I hear Bert from Leon’s is moving 
to Tennessee (or one of those states 
down South) – I’m sure you’ll join me 
in wishing him all the best. Just think, 
he’ll have a whole new state full of fresh 
threesome material!

Okay, I’m not liking this new look 
I’m seeing on the guys around town: 
it’s bad enough with the overly-waxed 
eyebrows, but now they’re adding this 
intensely-manscaped little jaw beard 
which I like to call Amish boy-fuzz. For 
example, the new twink barback at 
Grand Central, Evan (or as I like to call 
him Evian because he’s sparkling and 
refreshing…until I get bored with him 
and find a new plaything). He’s cute, but 
the boy-fuzz combined with the brows is 
just too much at one time.

OVERHEARD WHILE OUT AND 
ABOUT: Some guy was ordering 

carryout (a tuna fish sandwich) over 
his cell phone while at the bar and 
loudly spelled it out: “I want a tuna fish 
sandwich on wheat…tuna fish…you 
know: T-U-N-I  F-A-S-H…” More proof 
of the sad decline of our public school 
system…

Speaking of Tia Chambers 
(remember a couple paragraphs ago 
– working the Manchu Wok) – she’s 
now bartending down at the Spectrum. 
Hmmm, I’m sure that’s not all she’s 
doing down at the Spectrum. Look 
for another one of their over-the-top 
amateur dance contests to be held on 
the Saturday before Labor Day.

I got a press release concerning 
a new youth hostel opening up on 
Mulberry Street in Mt. Vernon – I don’t 
know why I got it, but all I could think 
about was when that crazy guy cooked 
that girl’s face with a blow torch in  that 
horror movie Hostel. Oh, by the way – 
there’s an art exhibit reception there on 
September 7th (bring your own torture 
implements).

Michael Kohl of Club 1722 will 
also be taking over the Redwood Trust 
which will now be called the Coliseum 
and be mostly a straight club with a gay 
tea every month. The Trust closing party 
will be held on September 15th.

Until next time, see you in the gutter 
– I’ll be the one eating a “tuni fash” 
sandwich.
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See Leather Line on page 28
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Saturday, September 15, 2007

Gates open at 8 pm. Rides open from 8 pm to 11 pm.

Party on International Street
with DJ Jason (Green Lantern/Club Chaos) 11 pm to 1 am.

Only $27 In Advance (per person)
$30 at the Gate

Tickets available at:
 Lambda Rising — Washington, Baltimore and Rehoboth.

Phoenix Rising — Richmond, VA

Avoid Long Lines and Purchase Online! 
Place your credit card order online at KingsDominion.com.

Simply click on tickets, then corporate partner.
Your company ID is GAYNIGHT.

For more information contact Brother Help Thyself at:  
202-347-2246 or 410-752-9072

www.brotherhelpthyself.org
Offers, schedules, and concerts subject to change or cancellation without notice.

Annual Gay 
and Lesbian Night!
Sponsored by Brother Help Thyself

The Mr. and Miss Leon’s Contest

Saturday, September 8, 2007
Starting at 8:30 p.m.

Shawnna Alexander 
                   Presents . . .

Admission $5.00 in Advance
$7.00 at Door

Application Fee: $15.00
Applications Available at Bar

A BHT BENEFIT!!!

Starring
Sparkle Alexander, Miss Leon’s 2006-07

Almost A. Mann, Mr. Leon’s 2006-07
Tia Chambers

Lauren Mitchell
And others!!!

The Foundation of Gay Community
in Metro Baltimore / Washington

It may be the height of summer 
vacation time, but here in the Baltimore 
area the Leather Community is still hard 
at work. 

On Saturday, August 11th I joined two 
Mr. Maryland Leathers, Mr. Baltimore 
Eagle 1997, and City Councilwoman 
Belinda Conaway and stuffed myself 
with shrimp and crabs at Seafood Night 
at Thirsty’s II. It was really great and all 
you can eat for $20! Do you know how 
much crabs cost this summer? I hope 
Thirsty’s does that again! Afterwards 
there were two fundraisers to attend. 
Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack, Eric 

held a fundraiser at Club Phoenix for 
the International LeatherSir/ Leatherboy 
travel fund. Besides working the 
bootblack stand, he had Maryland 
Leatherboy 2006, jason selling the 50-50 
raffle tickets. I knew I wasn’t going to be 
around for the drawing, but the money 
went for a good cause. Besides, jason 
must have been working on his 50-50 
raffle ticket technique- I almost needed 
a cigarette afterwards and I don’t even 
smoke! It was $5 well spent! 

After that it was time to run up 
to the Baltimore Eagle as the men of 
COMMAND were hosting a bar night. Of 
course while I was rushing from event to 

event in Baltimore, other members of the 
local Leather Community were attending 
Bear Invasion which happening down in 
D.C.  I swear it is getting to the point 
where a slow night is when there is only 
one event going on in this area.

It was just as busy the following 
Saturday as the ShipMates hosted a 
bar night at Thirsty’s II. With dollar drafts 
and killer cherry bombs, it was a very 
festive crowd. I didn’t get to Thirsty’s as 
early as I had planned because I was 
attending the “Black Pool Party” at the 
suburban home of Honorary Maryland 
LeatherSIR Charlie Palmer and his 
partner Mark Rusk. It turned out to be 

quite an extravaganza. Guest entered 
through a tented area where they could 
change into their leather jocks, chaps, 
or assorted leather attire. The large in 
ground pool was filled with black balloon 
sculptures and a full bar was set up 
poolside with Maryland Leatherboy 2006 
jason bartending. At the beginning of the 
evening jason had on a Speedo but as 
the evening progressed it seemed to get 
lost somewhere. Let’s just say he gave 
a whole new meaning to the term “ a stiff 
drink.” I was also quite impressed that 
the nearby carport had been enclosed 
and turned into a dungeon space 
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PATIO BAR OPEN  
THURS, FRI, SAT, & SUN

2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

Often imitated,        never duplicated

• MONDAYS CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT

• WEDNESDAYS DOLLAR DRAFTS AND 80S TUNES

• THURSDAYS BEAR IT ALL, BARE CHEST AND FIVE
BUCKS GETS YOU ALL YOU CAN DRINK WELL OR

DRAFT FROM 10 TO 12

• SUNDAYS BBQ WITH JIM AT SEX... OOPS WE MEAN SIX.

Visit www.baltimore-eagle.com for:
• Events • Mailing List 

• Tuff customer specials 
• Email your favorite staff members 

• And much more

Friday, September 7

BLACKOUT PARTY
Wednesday, September 26 

FULL MOON PARTY
Friday, September 7

CLUB NIGHTS
Saturday September 15: COMMAND

Sunday Sept 2
Hot Wet and Wild BBQ  water guns spray...u know, watersports not to mention 
bbq chicken hot dogs hamburgers kielbasa potato salad and watermelon.  
2 dollar donation requested for bbq
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office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Gorgeous 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath brick front 
colonial in Stradford Hall, Crownsville.  

This one has it all....tastefully deco-
rated, private lot, master bdrm w/sit-

ting rm, kitchen w/corian counters 
and cherry cabinets, formal 
living and dining rms, family 

rm w/stone fireplace, 
in-ground sprinkler 

system, hardwood and ceramic tile floors, nearly 3000 sq 
feet of luxury living!

Overlooking the rolling countryside on  
3.8 acres, this 2006 custom built cape cod 
is sure to please! This exquisite property 
is top of the line all around: Hardiplank 
siding, professional kitchen with marble 
countertops, Brazilian cherry hardwood 
floors throughout, stacked stone fireplace 
in great room with vaulted ceilings, 
separate guest house with full bath, 
outdoor fireplace and much more.
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Pictures on line MLS # BC6457276
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Pictures on line MLS # AA6426235

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

Office: (410) 882-0021
Fax: (410) 882-7513
Cell: (443) 676-1757
www.c21horizon.com

Nancy Eshenbaugh

Advertise in Baltimore OUTloud’s 
Real Estate Section
Great Deals, Great Results!

410.244.6780 Ext. 2
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

Inquires to Long & Foster’s 
Consistent TOP CITY AGENT

David Martz – GRI
410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, Inc.

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

SEXY LOFT CONDO at
Taxes =  $1115/yr. for 9 years!

1714 Park Avenue home 210 – BOLTON HILL on the Park Avenue parks !
an EXCITING in town condominium at BEST SELLING BoltonPark nestled

in one of Baltimore’s PREMIER close-in enclaves – Owner transferred and
must offer this UNIQUE and SUN FLOODED  living environment -  Just over

800 sq. ft on 2 levels – 2 bed. 1.5 baths bamboo floors, large windows
with park vistas,  central air and DRAMA +++  Deeded parking  Fitness center

and those …oh so LOW historic taxes of $1115 a year !  offered at $274,900

BoltonPark condos start at $169k to $439k
OPEN every SUNDAY 1-3 pm - don’t miss out– OVER 70% SOLD

also available for review by private appointment
www.boltonparkcondos.com

701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

This beautiful home is located 
on the second floor of an 
elegant, historical mansion.  All 
mechanical systems have been 
fully updated while great care 
has been taken to preserve 
architectural details.  Gorgeous 
wood floors have been 
painstakingly restored to their 
original splendor.  Low voltage 
lights on dimmers are the norm 
throughout.  Floor to ceiling 
windows flood the home with 
morning sun.  All appliances 
are top of the line Jenn-Aire 
in stainless steel along with 
washer/dryer, jetted tub, 
oversized cabinetry, tiled bath/
kitchen/foyer.  French doors and 
antique columns accentuate the 
historical integrity of the home.  
Deeded parking is included.  In 
two words, simply exquisite!

Mt Vernon Condo - $319,900
512 Cathedral St.RZR

RON ZIMMERMAN REALTOR®

& ASSOCIATES
Established - 1977

Baltimore’s Independently 
Gay owned and Gay Managed 

agency for over (30) years

410-752-1050
www.rzr.baltimore.com  •  ronz@mris.com

Steve Jackson 
Ron Zimmerman

Domestic and 
Professional 

Partners for Over

26 Years

Why an Independent Realtor: 
1.  We have no higher power than that of our customers.
2.  Every associate with this agency has the financial ability to  
     market your home or find you a home.
3.  We are not a team we are an established full service firm.
4.  We offer the finest web based marketing that no single agent 
     or team of agents  can possibly match.
5.  We understand your personal life style and share your goals
6.  Every agent through affiliation with this firm supports your  
     community.

For information on our firm and currently offered homes visit our website or join our 100% free buyer email service and 
receive via your email every home listed with any Realtor. Hassle free shopping featured by your Independent Realtor 

��������������������������������

Victorian charm abounds in this spacious, well-
appointed townhome nestled in the heart of Mt. 
Vernon. Original tin ceilings, crown moldings, 
hardwood floors. Less then 1 yr. old systems include:
dual-zone CAC/Heat, windows/doors, roof, chimney, 
200 amp service & appliances. Both baths remodeled. 
This home is gorgeous. A must see! $309,500, a rare 
find at this price.

Maggie Schulz 
Long and Foster Real Estate 
4800 Roland Park • Baltimore, MD 21210 
410-733-6970(c) • 410.889-9800(o)
www.maggieschulz.com
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DAVE  KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

OFFICE: 410-323-6000 x114 
CELL: 410-960-8005 
FAX: 410-323-0016

Leitner Winstead

1 VILLAGE SQUARE, SUITE 131 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210

Richard Pazornik is now with SunTrust Mortgage to serve you better.

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE
I am proud to serve our community.  Having the 
knowledge, experience & resources to serve our 
unique needs makes the mortgages process 
stress free.  Whether you are single or partnered, 
I know the importance of dealing with some who  
understands.

FAMILY HELPING FAMILY

www.suntrustmortgage.com/rpazornink

Richard Pazornik [office] 410.828.5700
Your Family Loan Officer [cell] 443.600.1282

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX First Choice

KNOW ANYONE IN NEED OF A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL?  
Tell them that you DO know Jack! 

443-231-1600 Office
443-463-9088 Cell
410-391-8004 Fax 

511 C Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore Maryland 21221 
www.thesailsteam.com
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Residences at Park Avenue II
2204 Park Avenue
Baltimore, MD  21217
www.residencesatparkavenue.com

Team Maryland/
Long & Foster Realtors

James DiGirolamo, Associate Broker
443-506-2598

1 BR units at $149k
2 BR units starting at $179k

Gourmet Kitchens with maple cabinets, • 
granite countertops and all appliances 
included

Washer and Dryer included• 

Luxury bathrooms with ceramic  tile and • 
designer fixtures

Electronic Entry/Security System• 

Walking distance to Druid Hill Park,   • 
MICA, and Bolton Hill

Easy access to I83, Light Rail, MARC   • 
and Amtrak

NO CONDO FEES for one full year!

Affordable
Luxury
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complete with bondage equipment and a Saint Andrews 
Cross (I figured that it was probably one of the few crosses 
in Pikesville.) I had a ball! Charlie and Mark are planning 
to make this an annual event. Let me tell you, I am already 
looking forward to next year!  

Of course COMMAND members Mike & Marty’s pool 
was the setting for a fundraiser hosted by Eric Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2007 and luke, Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2007 
on Sunday, August 26th. A cloudy early morning gave way to 
a beautiful sunny day as a spirited crowd gathered to help 
raise money for GLBT Youth of Baltimore. There was a silent 
auction, tons of food and drink, and some very festive pool 
games. Baltimore hosted the X Games a few months ago so 
I think these were the XXX Games. It was also great to see 
that besides a few ShipMates and COMMAND members in 
attendance, the Reading Railman arrived in force. When it 
comes to raising money and having fun, no one doesn’t it 
better than the Leather Community! Now relax for a second 
and enjoy the Labor Day Weekend. You deserve a summer 
vacation!

Today she speaks at high school 
graduations, conferences, and even to 
firefighters. She calls public speaking an 
“amazing” job. “I can be political - and it 
pays the bills.

“I use words like ‘dyke,’ ‘queer,’ ‘crip,’ 
and ‘gimp’ a lot,” she says. “People feel 
uncomfortable at first, but hearing it from 
me allows them to discuss their fears 
about sexuality and their bodies. They 
end up asking lots of questions.”

Peers talks often about failure. 
“Failing to meet ‘normative standards’ 
is seen as shameful,” she says. “People 
freak out that I chose to play wheelchair 
basketball. They asked why I chose to 
do something that’s seen as ‘failure.’ 
Choosing to be out and queer plays into 
feelings of failure, too.”

Her audiences struggle to 
understand, she says. But in the end, 
their reactions are “overwhelmingly 
positive. That may be because I 
don’t tell them what to believe. I just 
relate my experiences. I start with my 
preconceptions as an able-bodied 
athlete, when I lost the ball to a 
quadriplegic.”

The first time she spoke about 
her sexuality to a firefighters’ group, 
she worried about taking a risk. “But 
they didn’t feel threatened,” she says. 

“Some of them cried. They told stories 
about gay people they know. One guy 
e-mailed me later, and said he’d asked 
a cousin about his partner for the first 
time in his life.”

Between speaking gigs, Peers 
is working on her master’s degree at 
the University of Alberta, in gay and 
disability studies. She is studying 
“reverse integration as a tool of social 
change.” She explains: “People who are 
disabled want to pass as more able, so 
they get a fake leg. But that says there’s 
something wrong with having a disability. 
As we age, everyone has something go 
wrong physically.

“A lot of gay people want to do the 
same thing  - pass as ‘normal.’ My goal 
is to make the experiences of being gay 
and being a crip very positive, in sports 
and all areas of life.”

Another goal is to compete in the 
2008 Paralympics in Beijing, immediately 
following the Olympic Games. Qualifying 
is taking place at press time, at the 
Parapan American Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. Playing on the top team in the 
world, Doc Peers should roll through the 
opposition.

Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, 
soccer coach, gay activist, and author 
of the Jocks series of books on 
gay male athletes. Visit his website 
at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at 
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

Sports
Continued from page 17

Leather Line
Continued from page 24

Baltimoreoutloud.com
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EMPLOYMENT
CLEANING HELP

Part time on call hours
Ability to work unsupervised

Transportation required
Thomas 410-889-9289

employment@charmcitycleaning.com

Baltimoreoutloud.com

Van and truck drivers wanted 
(class A,B & C license holders) for 
Maryland’s largest catering com-
pany. Work full time, just week-
ends or around your current job. 
All Candidates MUST be 21 years 
or older, have a clean driving re-
cord and complete BOTH a ve-
hicle driving test, background and 
drug test. Must be able to work 
events as a bartender or server. 
Tuxedo required. Requirements 
include being able to continuously 
reach, bend, carry, stoop, and lift 
up to 50lbs.  Potential benefits 
include medical, dental, disability 
and 401K.
 

Reply to:
David Kunes 
Human Resources Director
Email: 
dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 
410-581-9358

EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANT PASTRY CHEF
Are you creative, energetic, and feel a 

need to express yourself? 
We’re looking for you!!

 
Full time year round position available 
for one of Maryland’s finest off premise
Caterers. Must be a trendsetter. Bench 
work experience with pastries a MUST. 

Culinary Education & knowledge of 
culinary base Software plus.

Excellent compensation package & 
benefits for eligible candidate

 
Forward Resume to:

David Kunes  
Human Resources Director

Email: dkunes@classiccatering.com
Fax: 410-581-9358
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baltimore eagle
leather and video store

open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com • 410.685.3219

Cum Pick up a little something to take home from 
Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video.

Monday and Wednesdays 1/2 price Video Rentals 
If its just u and your hand Monday use the time as a warm up and call 

a friend for Wednesday...
We also have a great selection of lube and video head cleaner

Join the Baltimore Eagle mailing list at www.baltimore-eagle.com and receive 
special discounts and info reserved for our Eagle TUFF Customers online.

Friday,  September 7th BLACKOUT Party 
15% OFF ALL METAL COCKRINGS

Don’t forget to get your blackout t-shirt while they last
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9 Weekends 
of Jousting, Feasting, Music, Theatre and Fun for the whole Family.

Opens Next Weekend!
August 25th & 26th: Kids 11 & under are admitted FREE.

Saturdays, Sundays & Labor Day Monday •  Aug. 25 - Oct. 21, 2007  •  10 am - 7 pm •  Rain or Shine
Near Annapolis in Crownsville, MD

For Ticket Information & Group Sales Call . . . 
800-296-7304 • 410-266-7304 • TDD: 410-573-1509 

For Directions, Special Events & Other Information
     Visit Our Website www.rennfest.com

SAVE AT THE GATE 
with a Giant BonusCard
or CVS ExtraCare Card

Thru September 9, 2007

DIRECTIONS: From 695, Exit 4, I97 South to Exit 5, Route 178 Crownsville to third light and right on Crownsville Road to Festival.

NO PETS PLEASE •  NO RAINCHECKS •  NO COSTUME WEAPONS •  TICKETS NON-REFUNDABLE


