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By Holly Pruett

Long before the L Word, there was the M Word 
- Michigan. 

To tens of thousands of women around the world, 
Michigan is more than a state. It’s a state of mind.

Over three decades, the weeklong woodland 
extravaganza in Michigan has attained almost mythic 
status. It’s an underground legend passed hometown, 
word-of-mouth, from one smitten festi-goer to the 
next. It’s the gig performers tell each other, “This, 
you’ve got to see.” It’s an icon even for those who 
have never been. 

For all of the Festival’s time-honored past, the 
secret of its success is that it is totally today. Take 
the L Word, for example. The Festival was featured 
recently in a flirty exchange between characters 

Michigan Womyn’s Music 
Festival by the Numbers
32 years - 6 days of activities - 40 performances - 3 stages - 
650 woodland acres – August 7–12 

played by Annabelle Sciorra  and Marlee Matlin. And 
MichFest now has her own MySpace page (she’s a 
Leo who prefers impromptu mud wrestling to long 
walks on the beach). 

This Year’s Line Up
This year’s performance line-up reflects the best 

of today’s hip hop, spoken word, rock ‘n roll, R&B, 
world beat, dance, folk, and comedy scenes.

Melissa Ferrick will be back for more Michigan 
in 07, her second appearance on Night Stage after a 
six-year absence.  Also returning to the Night Stage 
are indy music faves Dar Williams, Laura Love, Catie 
Curtis, and Doria Roberts. 

Nedra Johnson’s Fat Bottom Girls will show you 
what can happen when five women get down with 

By Kedrick Keys

Amidst Loyola College’s tranquil gardens and 
tree lined walkways you may gleam an angel out 
of the corner of your eye: a statue, a stain glass, 
a person walking with purpose, determination, and 
most of all a mission. If you base your angelic ideals 
on appearances you may certainly have no problem 
finding them, but Carlo Brando Zepeda bases his 

ideals on deeds.
Born in the smallest country in Central America, 

El Salvador, during a tumultuous civil war fought 
between the El Salvadoran government and 
coalitions of leftist and communist forces from 1980 
- 1992, Zepeda immigrated to the United States in 
1982 during the wars’ bloodiest and most destructive 
period. It was a period of extreme upheaval both for 
the Zepeda’s homeland and personal life. “I arrived 
on a Tuesday in Los Angeles, California and on 
Thursday I was starting high school, I had no idea 
what anyone was saying”, Zepeda told OutLoud. 

After graduating from Belmont High School, 
Zepeda attended the University of Southern 
California where he was scouted by the openly gay 
photographer Bruce Weber.  By the time Zepada had 
met Weber, Weber’s career had already established 
him as a major celebrity and fashion photographer. 
He is credited for launching the career of Isabella 
Rossellini. His many credits include fashion 
campaigns for Calvin Klein, Ambercrombie and 

Angels In Baltimore

Carlo Brando Zepeda

Central PA Ready to Celebrate Pride

See Michigan Womyn’s on page 14

LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 2007 Contest held at the Hippo
Story and photos on  page 18
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The Pride Festival of Central PA 
is pleased to present the 2nd Annual 
Pride Fest Unity Pride Parade on July 
28, 2007 at 10:00 am. Join us as the 
lgbt community of Central PA marches 
down Front Street in Harrisburg proudly 
proclaiming a simple message in one 
voice. The Pride Fest Unity Parade of 
Central PA mission is to bring together 
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
community and our supporters through 
a public and united front. By creating a 
venue for all to march equally together, 
we strive to commemorate and celebrate 
our community’s vast history and 
diversity, while also providing a forum 
for those who support our cause.  The 
event is an effort to continue to educate 
society on the liberation and equal rights 
that are denied to so many and much 
needed for us all

As we begin dedicating the countless 
hours involved in again planning an 
event that made such a dynamic impact 
on us all, we hope that you will partner 
with us by getting involved in many of 
our fund raising events! Also, be sure 
to mark your calendars for the Chorus 
Event of the Year, Voices United. Five 
area choruses will come together for a 
magical night of Music including Central 
PA Womyn’s Chorus, The Choir of MCC 
of the Spirit, Unisingers of the Unitarian 
Church of Harrisburg, and the Lehigh 
Valley Gay Men’s Chorus. The following 
is a schedule of events and performances 
for the weekend celebration:

Friday, July 27
•8pm: Harrisburg Men’s Chorus 
presents voices of Pride

Saturday, July 28
•10am: Central PA’s 2nd Annual 
Gay Pride Parade
•12pm Star Spangled Banner and 
Pride Committee Opening Remarks
•12:30pm: Female Illusionist 
Performances 
•2pm: the band3.12 performs
•3pm Female Illusionist 
Performances II
•4 pm Tom Goss
•5 pm Female Illusionist III
•6 pm Frenchie Davis: Headlining 
•Dance Diva
•7 pm Closing Remarks

This year’s headliner is Frenchie 
Davis. The big-voiced diva is a former 
American Idol contestant who was 

disqualified in 2003 for appearing in 
topless photos on the internet. Not one 
to let this stop her dreams, Frenchie 
went on to perform in Rent on Broadway. 
She left Rent to star in a West Coast 
tour of the musical Dreamgirls. In June 
of 2005, Davis returned to her previous 
role in the Broadway production of Rent. 
Frenchie performed for Atlanta’s Black 
Gay Pride in 2006 and performs for LA 
Pride this year.

3.12 is a 3-person vocal ensemble 
whose mission is to provide healing 
music for wounded souls. Its members, 
Jason Whetstone, Deb McClain, and 
David M. Glasgow bring to the ensemble 
a diversity of religious and spiritual 
experiences, both positive and negative. 
Accordingly, the group’s covered 

Live. Love. Be Proud.
Pride Festival of Central PA 2007

repertory includes not only contemporary 
Christian music, but also music drawn 
from more mainstream sources. The 
group name is a reference to the biblical 
book of Second Corinthians 3:12 which 
says, “because we have great hope, 
so we act with great boldness.” Each 
performance embraces hope and boldly 
reaches out to each audience member.

DC singer/songwriter Tom Goss 
plays edgy acoustic pop appealing to 
diverse tastes and evoking a wide range 
of emotions. His muscular, intelligent 
songs make you move & think. On his 
debut CD, Naked Without, Tom spans 
the spectrum of music: hooky anthems, 
July and Come Around, grungy funk, 
The Seeker and Like a Dog and achingly 
beautiful ballads, A Thousand Times 
Before and Leave the Past Behind. Tom’s 
guitar and dynamic vocals, backed by 
William Henderson’s expressive bass, 
give the self-produced Tom’s songs 
ask some tough questions: In what do 
you clothe your identity? What or whom 
would you be naked without? 

To participate in this year’s pride 
parade please contact Dan Stroupe 
at 717-234-0328 or visit their website 
at www.harrisburgpride.org. Pre - 
registration begins at 3rd St. and North 
St. This area is where the participants 
for the parade will check in and will be 
place in there order in the parade. The 
parade route begins on Front St. & North 
St. south to Front & Vine approximately 
8 -10 blocks long. The parade will 
culminate on South Front Street (behind 
Comfort Inn).

Frenchie Davis

Tom Goss
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• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee

Fitch, and Ralph Lauren. Weber has 
also directed videos for the Pet Shop 
Boys and Chris Isaak.   

It was the beginning of a six year 
modeling career that would cause 
Zepeda to put his academic goals on 
hold in order to move to Paris during 
which time he became he the face and 
body for Calvin Klein’s Obsession 
cologne for four campaigns and 
the face for CK One with Kate 
Moss for two seasons. It was at 
this point Zepeda realized he had 
the power to change peoples’ 
lives in a positive fashion. He 
never let the fashion industry or 
glamour destroy his self worth. “I 
remember in Paris I had a ‘go see’ 
for Carl Lagerfeld. When I got there 
Lagerfeld looked at my portfolio 
and said my lips were too big. I 
didn’t take it personally. I thanked 
him and left. I knew upon entering 
this industry that I wasn’t going to 
be the right fit for all designers. Some 
designers said I was to thin, to short, to 
dark, but I knew I would fit somewhere. 
I had a very positive outlook. I didn’t 
let the negative comments define me”, 
Zepeda explained.

Zepeda has taken his experiences as 
a civil war refugee and top fashion model 
to empower others here in Baltimore and 
abroad. A graduate student in the Liberal 
Arts department, Zepeda is presently 
the Diversity Research Graduate 
Assistant for Academic Affairs at Loyola 
College. The position was created by 
the college specifically for Zepeda 
who supervises seven undergraduate 
Resident Assistants as well as the Stone 
Wall House, a residential hall for those 
students and their allies who identify 
themselves as gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, 
and transgender. The hall has been in 
existence for six years.

Zepeda also assists the Vice 
president of Academic Affairs and 
Diversity in implementing curriculum 
and programs at the college which set 
standards for professors and the college 
to incorporate classes and programs that 
address issues of homosexuality, race, 
ethnic origin, and religion on campus by 
developing classes, inviting lectures and 
guest speakers, and recruiting minority 
faculty, staff, and students.

When asked how were the programs 
and curriculum received by the college 
community, Zepeda replied, “It’s not as 
unfriendly as one would expect being 
that it is a Jesuit School. Last year for 
the first meeting of Spectrum, the glbt 
student union for the last fifteen years, 

Fr. Brian Linnane, the president of the 
college, was the key note speaker. There 
were at least 150 students he addressed 
on the issues of homosexuality and how 
we need to be united, respect each 
others differences, how we need to work 
together to strengthen the educational 
environment and relationships on 
campus and in our communities”, 
Zepeda told OutLoud. “Everyone was 

shocked by seeing a priest of a Catholic 
college addressing the issues that glbt 
students confront on campus and in the 
world in general. It was an impressive 
meeting”, said Zepeda. 

Founded in 1852 by Father John 
Early and eight other Jesuits, Loyola 
College was the first college in the 
United States to bear the name of St. 
Ignatius Loyola and is the ninth oldest 
among the nation’s 28 Jesuit colleges 
and universities. The College’s first 
“campus” was a modest house on 
Holiday Street in downtown Baltimore. 
In 1855, Loyola relocated to a larger 
facility in the City’s historic Mount 
Vernon neighborhood. The College 
moved to its present Evergreen campus 
in north Baltimore in 1922. Loyola 
became a coeducational institution in 
1971 following its merger with nearby 
Mount Saint Agnes College.

Once the face and body for Calvin 
Klein, Zepeda has now become 
the face and body for Encounter El 
Salvador, a humanitarian immersion 
program he started which has awarded 
him international recognition as Most 
Interesting Person and Humanitarian 
by OUT magazine for the December 
2007 issue. The program raised over 
$15, 000 dollars this year for displaced 
El Salvadorans who have returned 
from Nicaragua due to the lost of land, 
homes and family during the civil war. 
Zepeda focused his efforts on the small 
village of Nueva Esperanza this year 
by taking ten undergraduate Loyola 
students and one graduate student 
to the village this summer to deliver 
medication, computers, clothing, and 

school supplies. Zepeda and the Loyola 
students also visited organizations 
which focus on children, women, and 
educational issues in the town.  

Zepeda’s envisions himself working 
in a non-profit setting after completing his 
degree at Loyola College. His mission in 
life is to continue to empower and help 
others to achieve success despite their 
personal obstacles. Zepeda has held 
many professional positions that enabled 
him to work with diverse populations 
such as the AIDS Project Los Angeles. 

He has also been an AIDS educator 
in San Jose, Costa Rica and a 
volunteer for the Latin American 
Institute for Health, Prevention, and 
Education. “The organizations in 
Baltimore need to start doing more 
outreach. Students are unaware of 
the services Baltimore has to offer. 
We invite them to attend career 
fairs, cultural fairs, etc. we have 
lots of events held here on Loyola’s 
campus. We never see the Gay and 
Lesbian Center or any organizations 
that deal with glbt issues coming to 
participate. I am certain the college 
would be so welcoming. One of the 

problems I believe is that when people 
think of us they think ‘private Catholic 
school’, but we are transforming students 
be they hetero-sexual or homo-sexual, 
Zepeda told OutLoud. 

Carlos Brando Zepeda
Continued from page 1
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Relationship status?
Taken

Occupation?
Musician, including playing piano at 
Jay’s On Reed.

Best part of your job?
Doing something I love.

Worst part of your job?
I’m such a perfectionist that 
I’m never satisfied with any 
performance.

 Favorite Restaurant in Baltimore?
I’m still kind of new to town, but 
The Papermoon Diner is fun.

If you had a million dollars to donate 
to any charity, which would you 
pick?

The Red Cross.

What flower should people give to 
you?

Roses

Zodiac sign? 
Gemini

Do you believe in the Zodiac? 
Not at all

Favorite John Waters Movie?
Female Trouble

What is your slogan or motto for 
life?

Life favors the bold.

Summer vacation plans?
Maybe a side trip to New York.

Thunderdome!  Two shall enter, one 
shall leave:  Jennifer Holiday vs 
Jennifer Hudson?

Jennifer Holiday.

What should Baltimore do to fix its 
crime problem?

I have no answer for that.

Cats or dogs?
Cats

Favorite drink?
Tanqueray Ten Mojito

Last good book you read?
The Picture of Dorian Gray by 
Oscar Wilde.

Favorite way to beat the heat of a 
Baltimore summer?

Stay inside

Best Pride you have ever been to?
New York

Your best ever Halloween Costume
Policeman.  It got a lot of good 
reaction.

Movie villain you are most afraid of?
Bette Davis in anything

Favorite pizza topping?
Pineapple

Finish this though: I should have 
been the one to invent….

This quiz.

Song you love to play on the piano 
for yourself when their isn’t an 
audience?

This Guy’s In Love With You.

Bill Forrest
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800
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Compiled by Jim Becker
These news notes have been compiled, with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We thank these publications for allowing 
us to bring you their news stories. Usually the reports have been significantly edited 
and you can read the full story by going to the web site mentioned following the 
item. Comments are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore Outloud 
or Pride Media.

Trans woman confronts Philly bus system
Philadelphia, PA - For Charlene Arcila, being confronted on Nov. 18 about her 

gender by a SEPTA driver proved to be the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s 
back. It wasn’t the first time she’s had such an encounter with a SEPTA driver, but 
she wants it to be the last.

Earlier that week, the 44-year-old trans woman had paid $18.75 for a female 
TransPass, which was supposed to let her ride SEPTA anywhere in the city for 
seven days. TransPasses come with male or female “gender stickers,” placed on 
the card to reduce the likelihood of the purchaser sharing the card with someone 
of the opposite gender. As Arcila attempted to board the Route 61 bus, on Ridge 
Avenue in North Philadelphia, that day in November, the driver told Arcila that she 
wasn’t a female, she said. “I told him I’m a transsexual,” Arcila told PGN. “He said, 
‘What?’ I thought to myself, I don’t have time to school this fool. So I paid the $2. 
But why should I have to pay $2, when I already paid for my TransPass?” 

Arcila filed a complaint against SEPTA with the city’s Human Relations 
Commission. She wants SEPTA to stop using the stickers, claiming that SEPTA 
operators have no right to inquire about a rider’s gender. And she just might get 
her way. Her complaint has received significant help from Equality Advocates 
Pennsylvania, a civil-rights advocacy group, and Katie Eyer, an employment-
rights project attorney with the group, representing her. According to Eyer, Equality 
Advocates has received affidavits from about 12 “gender non-conforming” people 
who’ve encountered problems similar to Arcila. Eyer said it’s impossible to properly 
enforce the policy because it’s illegal in Philadelphia to ask about a person’s 
gender prior to boarding a bus. SEPTA must eliminate the gender stickers, she 
said. “I don’t see how this gender-sticker policy can be enforced, without violating 
the [Fair Practices] ordinance – regardless of any training SEPTA does,” she said.  
Philadelphia amended its civil rights law in 2002 to protect transgender people. 
(Philadelphia Gay News - Timothy Cwiek at epgn.com)

Majority of Israelis support same couple rights
Jerusalem - A new poll shows that despite a vocal opposition to gays by 

orthodox religious groups the majority of Israeli’s believe same-sex couples should 
have rights similar to those of married couples. The survey, by the German-based 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation, asked adult Israelis whether gay and lesbian 
couples should be afforded pension and survivorship rights. Fifty-sex percent said 
it is either good or necessary. Twenty-three percent said it is a “very good” idea, 
22 percent said it is “somewhat good” and 11 percent said it was “not good but 
necessary. Thirty-sex percent of those polled said it was “not good” with 9 percent 
unsure. 

Same-sex couples have been slowly gaining recognition in Israel. In 2005 
Israel’s Family Court for the first time recognized a same-sex couple as the joint 
parents of their children. Last November the Supreme Court ordered the government 
to register the marriages of same-sex couples married abroad in countries that 
recognize such unions. The high court ruling only directs the government to record 
the marriages for the purpose of collecting statistics. It does not require that the 
marriage receive official recognition or that the couples receive any of the rights of 
marriage. 

Marriage under Israeli law is the monopoly of rabbis. There is no civil marriage 
in Israel. For the past two years members of an extreme Orthodox sect, the haredi, 
have rioted in advance of gay pride celebrations in Jerusalem.  Same-sex marriage 
is currently legal in the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Canada and South Africa. At 
least 18 other countries offer some form of legal recognition to same sex unions.  
(365Gay.com) 

Members of the Charm City King and Queens bowling group enjoy the 
food provided by Chiptole during a bowling benefit for Moveable Feast 
on July 13 at Country Club Lanes.  They raised $362.00.  For league and 
other information about the group, visit www.gaybowl.net. 



6   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD July 20, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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A native of Baltimore, Carlous 
Palmer will be displaying his wearable 
art at Artscape this weekend July 20 
– 22 at the 26th Annual arts festival on 
Mt. Royal Ave. from noon - 10 pm on 
Friday and Saturday and noon-8 pm on 
Sunday.

There are four t-shirt designs. Each 
design represents an organization that 
helps in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
When you purchase one of these t-
shirts, a percentage of the proceeds 
benefits the organization for which the 
t-shirt is designed.

Artscape celebrates 26 years! 
The region’s celebration of the arts 
returns in 2007 with 120+ arts and 
craftspeople from across the country; 
visual art exhibits both on and off site; 
incredible live concerts on four outdoor 
stages; a full schedule of performing 
arts including dance, opera, theater, 
fashion, film and classical music, hands-
on projects, children’s entertainers, 
three street theater locations; and a 
delicious, international menu of food 
and beverages.

“Fashion is art. Art is one of 
life’s most important contributions. 
Through my experience, fashion is 

less about looking good and more 
about feeling good and that is what 
Universalmulticultural is about,” Palmer 
told OutLoud. For more information 
about Palmer’s designs visit his website 
at www.carlouspalmerdesignteam.com. 
For this year’s Artscape performances 
and events visit www.Artscape.org.

Carlous Palmer’s Fashions 
Benefit HIV/AIDS at ArtscapeMonday, July 23, from 5pm-7pm 

Baltimore City Council District #11 
candidate Fred Mason III will host an 
important discussion at the Central Pratt 
Library, located at 400 Cathedral Street 
on the 2nd floor in the Poe Room. This 
event is open to the community and will 
provide an opportunity for him to discuss 
his political platform. Light refreshments 
will be served. For more information call 
410-669-4919 or visit website at http://
fredmason3.com.

Fred Mason III to Hold Public Forum
Also on Monday, July 23, from 

7pm-8pm the St. Francis Neighborhood 
Community Center will host Community 
Hour an opportunity for  citizens of 
Baltimore City, particularly those living 
in District #11, to discuss neighborhood 
concerns and develop a plan to 
implement positive change for their 
communities. St. Francis is located at 
2405 Linden Avenue, Baltimore, MD 
21217. For more information contact 
Sarah Taylor at 410-669-2612.

July 12, Pride @ Work deplored the 
unfair denial of health benefits to same-
sex partners of union-represented 
United Parcel Service employees in 
New Jersey and their families, and said 
the primary responsibility lies with the 
New Jersey legislature, which failed to 
grant full marriage status to same-sex 
couples last year. 

Pride @ Work, the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender constituency 
group of the AFL-CIO, is writing to New 
Jersey Assembly Speaker Joseph J. 
Roberts and Senate President Richard 
Codey to ask them to scrap the civil union 

system and give same-sex couples the 
status of married couples.   

UPS denied health benefits to the 
families of two Teamster-represented 
drivers, claiming that the drivers’ partners 
are not “spouses” under the civil union 
law. Such hairsplitting is an unfortunate 
consequence of the legislature’s failure 
to do the right thing last year when the 
state Supreme Court ordered that same-
sex couples be afforded all rights and 
responsibilities granted to heterosexual 
couples.

Pride @ Work Deplores Denial of Health 
Coverage to Gay UPS Workers
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We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800
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Got
Something 

to Say?

Send your thoughts, 
opinions, ideas, 

or whatever is on your 
mind to:
publisher@

baltimoreoutloud.com

Provincetown, MA—Upon making 
my 20th visit to this fabulous gay resort, 
I can reflect upon how Provincetown 
(P-Town) has changed since my first 
brief stay during the summer of 1975. 
What was then a gay playground-by-
the-sea for primarily New Yorkers, New 
Englanders and Canadians, has evolved 
into a global Mecca, and it isn’t unusual 
to see as many people vacationing here 
from San Diego as Amsterdam.

To be sure, much remains the same 
over these three-plus decades. The 
ice cream cones and pizza continue to 
be tasty. The Lobster Pot restaurant is 
always filled to capacity. The Boatslip tea 
dance remains a standing and modeling 
show by the water’s edge. The ocean is 
bone crunching cold. The cabarets and 
street theater are as outrageous and 
campy as they have ever been.

But there have been noticeable 
differences, too. With the expanded 
popularity there are, of course, the 
soaring prices of cramped guesthouse 
rooms, pricey dinner menus, increased 
cover charges at the bars and 
skyrocketing property values. 

More straight families partake in the 
Cape Cod ambience of P-Town now, 
as acceptance of gays and lesbians is 
broadening. Earlier on, they were a rare 
presence.

There isn’t as much tawdry “action” 
at neither the dunes nor the notorious 
cruising at the “meat rack” because the 
emergence of HIV/AIDS and heightened 
police awareness kind of put the breaks 
on that. 

But the most dramatic change in P-
Town from a sociological and political 
standpoint is the fact that many of the 

gay and lesbian couples strolling down 
Commercial Street, if they are residents 
of Massachusetts, are actually married. 
And other same-sex couples from the 
state flock here to join in on the nuptials. 
That phenomenon would have been too 
surreal to even be imaginable back in 
1975.

Since 2004, when gay marriage 
became legal in the Bay State as a result 
of a court edict, over 8,500 same-sex 
couples were issued marriage licenses. 
While some states have allowed for civil 
unions—a compromise of sorts between 
pro-marriage equality forces and anti-
gay marriage types—Massachusetts 
remains the only state in the nation 
that allows for same-sex marriage. Civil 
unions afford a few statewide benefits, 
but they are separate and unequal to 
marriage. And same-sex couples in 
these arrangements are relegated to a 
status beneath heterosexual couples.

With their Governor’s support, the 
Massachusetts legislature recently 
rejected an effort to put the marriage 
issue on the ballot in 2008 that could 
have resulted in an amendment to the 
constitution banning same-sex marriage. 
Therefore, the marriages that take place 
in Provincetown or elsewhere in the 
state will continue at least until 2012.

As gay and lesbian Marylanders 
await the ruling from the Maryland Court 
of Appeals as to the legality of same-
sex marriage based on a high-profile 
lawsuit, it is important to note that civil 
marriage brings in well over a thousand 
rights, benefits and responsibilities. 

Unfortunately, most of the significant 
benefits that would be afforded couples 
as a result of marriage are within the 

Federal domain. In 1996 President 
Clinton signed a bill advanced by a 
hoard of gutless Congressmen and 
Senators called the Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA). Facing re-election, 
Clinton was backed into the corner and 
had to go along with this seemingly 
unconstitutional law lest he be portrayed 
as anti-family.

One of the provisions of DOMA 
allows states to refuse to recognize 
same-sex marriages that are carried 
out in other states. The other key 
provision defines marriage as a legal 
union between one man and woman as 
husband and wife. As such, the Federal 
government does not recognize same-
sex marriage be it from Massachusetts 
or anywhere else. The consequence 
of that is that there can be no benefits 
stemming from Social Security, survivor 
and inheritance laws, Federal civil 
service pensions, tax advantages and a 
host of other Federal benefits.

Those gays and lesbians who are 
married and are enjoying their bike rides 
in P-Town and sampling the famous 
taffy are not reaping the awards that the 
heterosexual couples take for granted. 
The only similarity is that they can 
say they are married. But the Federal 
restrictions on same-sex couples deny 
them the Federal protections, which 
would be far more beneficial and 
meaningful financially.

The solution—and it’s a very steep 
hill to climb—is to repeal DOMA or have 
it successfully challenged in what is now 
an anti-gay Supreme Court. 

More and more people are coming 
to the realization that marriage as an 
institution is not threatened by gays 
as much as it is from straight people. 
Massachusetts, after allowing same-
sex marriage, maintains the lowest 
divorce rate in the country. The sky did 
not fall beginning in May 2004 when the 
first same-sex marriages took place. 
On the other hand, nearly half of all 
heterosexual marriages in the U.S. fail. 

A shocking thirty-seven percent 
of all babies in 2005 were born out of 
wedlock. If couples having children that 
bypasses the commitment of marriage 
doesn’t threaten the institution, I don’t 
know what would. 

This is the message that we must 
convey to get on the path to repeal 
DOMA. We must also maintain that 
we are seeking civil recognition with all 
the potential benefits, not a religious 
blessing. It’s all about equality and 
justice.

The younger, more tolerant and 
open-minded generation will lead the 
way. Perhaps some day, when all gay 
and lesbian married couples from 
Massachusetts, Maryland and beyond 
visit enchanting P-Town, they will be 
sharing a meal at Bubala’s or Bayside 
Betsy’s as completely married in the 
eyes of the U.S. government and in 
receipt of the full benefits and recognition 
they deserve.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com 

Seaside Reflections
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According to the Behavioral 
Surveillance Research (BESURE) 
study conducted in Baltimore, Maryland 
between June 2004 and April 2005, of 
the 1,072 men who have sex with men 
(MSM) studied, more than 300 men 
were infected with HIV.  Sixty percent of 
the participants were African American.  
Almost half of the African American 
participants were HIV positive! Do 
the math…one out of every two!

It’s been almost a year since the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
reported the alarming finding of another 
study:  46% of African American Men 
who have sex with men (MSM) surveyed 
in five major cities, including Baltimore, 
tested positive for HIV. As a African 
American, same gender loving, MSM, 
gay man, I echo the sentiments of Phil 
Wilson, founding executive director of 
the Black AIDS Institute…“While nearly 
50% of black gay men may already be 
infected with HIV, who gives a damn?”

While these alarming figures 
have translated in HIV prevention 
efforts from the limited pipelines of 
such organizations as HRSA, CDC, 
and OMH as increased Behavioral 
Interventions, Technical Assistance to 
funded organizations, and thinly veiled 
theorized social based research coups, 
clear gaps remain in State and local 
judicial support.  Not much has changed, 
including the fact that we are in the third 
year of a confusing and  ineffective 
“State of Emergency” which has really 
translated into nothing on the local level 
except the continued rhetorical policy 
driven dialogues, the same old AIDS 
walks, the same old town halls, the same 
old theory based research, sometimes 
with a twist, and still little to no calls to 
action on the local level from the media, 
civil rights organizations, or Community 
Based Organizations which have within 
the past two decades made the claim of 
addressing the “grey areas” of Black Gay 
Men.  Could it be that the basic context 
of the message is being lost in the flood 
of “epi-data”, or what’s being said is 
not loud or clear enough? Where’s the 
outrage from the NAACP, the National 
Urban League, the Congressional Black 
Caucus, the Governor, the Mayor, the 
City Council HIV/AIDS Commission, 

the African American community, ASOs, 
CBOs, FBOs…African American Gay 
Men!?  Are we so invisible that we are 
out of sight and out of mind?  Why 
do we continue to support people, 
places and institutions that do not 
support us?  

As Craig Washington, a Washington 
Blade columnist, retorted, “The silence 
surrounding the release of the CDC 
study shows two crucial realities.  One 
is that black men are not valued enough 
to merit any public alert regarding their 
condition.  The other is the dearth of 
infrastructure and capacity among black 
gay and same gender loving men.  The 
majority of black heterosexuals make it 
clear that their HIV-related concerns are 
reserved for women and children.  Many 
African American Same Gender Loving 
Men feel isolated and disconnected 
with no evidence of a legitimate African 
American or same gender loving 
community among them.  We have not 
amassed the resources required to grow 
strong communities and a movement 
that can tackle a myriad of issues, 
including HIV.”  

Once again, I make the call.  Those 
who are asleep must “wake up!”  Right 
now…today!!  We must dispel the 
illusion of complacency and replace it 
with deliberate and strategic activism. 
It is important to understand that the 
restoration of the African-American 
Same Gender Loving consciousness is 
a process that must be accomplished, 
at the very least, through the preliminary 
recognition of a need.  That need must 
be clearly expressed through tireless 
and relentless efforts of those in need.  
Must we wait for the writing of the next 
anecdotal fear based novel describing 
community as a mainstream threat.  

It is one thing to sing songs of 
freedom and to dream dreams of one day 
having it, but to take the responsibility 
to claim one’s freedom is not for the 
faint of heart.  As card carrying African 
American LGBT individuals, we must 
collectively craft our every waking hour 
around the question “Is what I am doing 
right now raising the consciousness of 
our community?”  It takes dedicated 
effort, sacrifice and commitment.  As 
we move forward in this day and age of 

Community Forum
Editor,

Wow. In response to my letter (Vol V, Number 4) Steve Charing gave me 
constructive criticism while Paul Liller took my letter as a personal attack on 
himself. I really didn’t think that my letter was rude, just mine and many others’ 
thoughts on the parade and the festival. I just took it a step farther and had the 
courage to allow my letter to be published.

I loved it when I read that Paul thought I have a lot of time on my hands. 
Just how much time does Paul thinks it takes to type a short letter like I did?

As for the music, it can be new artists and still be the same tired music....
many people that I have spoken to said that the music just blended into one 
song after another

[I believe] Liller was in gay.com the day that everyone was chatting about 
how bad the parade and the festival was and how many of them don’t even 
attend the events anymore. He got very upset and started using capital 
letters(which in computer terms meant shouting at everyone).

Shouting isn’t the answer to Pride’s problems.
Three years ago, I started what I called the gay.com dinner group. There 

were guys in the chat room that wanted more than just the hookups; they 
wanted to make new friends. So I added them to an ongoing email list along with 
anyone that I see in the chat room who is new to Baltimore. At this point in time, 
I have over 60 names on this list. Not only do we have dinner once a month, but 
we as a group also go to movies, plays, have board game night, beach trips, 
annual cookouts and holiday parties, etc. Many new friendships have been 
formed through this group. So Paul, the next time you want to assume that I 
have a lot of free time on my hands and the reason why I was in gay.com that 
day, please don’t assume....you know what happens when you assume....as 
for Outloud’s and Mr. Charing’s thoughts on a forum either later this summer or 
early fall, I would be more than happy to help out with that idea.

Joseph Kortash

self-realization, we must edify and teach 
about our experiences, our history, and 
our greatness.  Our every action must 
exude greatness.  Then and only then 
can we really celebrate the power of 
Black Gay Pride in the collective world 
community, enabling celebrations that 
sing of greatness and accomplishment, 

The Elusive State of 
Emergency in Baltimore
Black gay men are dying… who gives a damn?

and the value of the fabric from which 
we are truly made.

Rickie Green is Founding Director of 
The Portal, Baltimore’s African American 
Same Gender Loving l Community 
Resource Center.   Send comments to 
info@theportalbmore.org.

Baltimoreoutloud.com

Send your thoughts, opinions, ideas, or whatever is on your mind to: 
forum@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Contact Joseph: 443.935.9822
Or Visit us at the 32nd Street 

Farmer’s Market  
Every Saturday 7 am- Noon

(Corner of 32nd St. and Barclay)
All Organic Foods

LANDSCAPE



July 20, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   11 baltimoreoutloud.com

MASSAGE

GO FIRST CLASS!
With

First Class Massage
Proudly Serving the lgbt Community

Private in Home, Hotels  
or Out Calls

Call Joe 443-935-9822
Available Day and Evenings by 

Appointment
10 Years in the Making

Washington, DC - The National 
Black Justice Coalition Action (NBJC 
Action) announced its endorsement 
of Fred Mason III, an architect and 
community activist, in his race to become 
the next Baltimore City Councilmember 
from the 11th District.

The life long resident of Baltimore 
would become the first openly gay 
member of the Baltimore City Council. 
The election 
will be held on 
September 11th 
and Mason will 
face 8 opponents.

H. Alexander 
R o b i n s o n , 
President and CEO 
of NBJC Action 
and a resident 
of Baltimore said 
Fred is the right candidate for the 11th 
District at the right time.

“For the past 10 years, Fred 
has been a tireless advocate for the 
LGBTcommunity fighting for a bigger 
voice in the religious community and 
for quality healthcare.  Fred has also 
lobbied for full inclusion of LGBT 
people within the Episcopal Church 
where he is a member of the local St. 
James Episcopal Church.  Fred is the 
best qualified candidate in the race for 
Baltimore City Council 11th District.”

Fred Mason is the first candidate 
to receive an endorsement from NBJC 
Action.  The NBJC Action is a civil rights 
organization dedicated to empowering 
Black same-gender-loving, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered people. 
The Coalition works with communities 
and allies for social justice, equality, and 
an end to racism and homophobia.

Mason Endorsed by the 
National Black Justice 
Coalition

Fred Mason III
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MAKING YOU FEEL HEALTHY
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL WELCOME.

From routine physicals and on-site specialty
consultations to women’s health and pediatrics,
Chase Brexton Health Services provides a full
spectrum of primary medical care to the gay
and lesbian community in an open, comforting
environment. Call today to discover a place
where leading a healthy lifestyle fits your life.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 

• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

BREX General w columbia  5/11/07  6:04 PM  Page 1

Dear Dr. Eva,
Do you lose estrogen in the fluid when 
you come? My girlfriends tell me that my 
breasts won’t grow unless I stop letting 
myself come, but I can’t help it. 

Transfemale Reader
Dear Reader,

This is one of the myths that won’t 
die. No, estrogen is not lost in ejaculate 
(“cum”), and neither is any other 
medicine you might be taking. However, 
if your ejaculate has not decreased in 
amount and thickness, and if you are 
not seeing any breast development, 
your estrogen dose might not be high 
enough. The best way to check on 
whether your dose is high enough is 
to have your blood testosterone (not 
estrogen) level checked. If you are on 
the right dose, your testosterone level 
will be normal for a woman. Women do 
have testosterone, but less than 10% as 
much as men have.
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a 55 year old transwoman. I 

am concerned about sexual function 

Transwomen’s 
Sexuality: Q and A

changes I have noticed since starting 
estrogen 6 weeks ago. I am having 
problems achieving erection and orgasm. 
Frankly, my sex life has been based on 
masturbation and it is important to me. 
Do I have to lose the enjoyment of sex 
as the price of transitioning to my true 
(female) gender?

Siobhan O.
Dear Siobhan,

Decrease in erections, and 
eventually total loss of erections, is a 
normal, expected effect of transgender 
estrogen therapy. However, loss of 
erections does not mean inability to 
orgasm. Two different sets of nerves 
control erection and orgasm. Men with 
diseases preventing erections can 
still have orgasms. There are sexual 
sensitization exercises you can learn 
from a sex therapist or from self-help 
books. Doing these exercises, or just 
experimenting with your body, can teach 
you how to achieve orgasm without 
having an erection. If orgasm without 
having an erection is not satisfying to 
you, consider the option of transitioning 
to female without hormones or on 

a lower dose of hormones. Some 
middle-aged and older transwomen, 
whose bodies are no longer making as 
much testosterone, can transition very 
effectively without hormones, using only 
make-up, voice and gesture change, 
and electrolysis.

Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a transsexual woman and I 

am currently incarcerated. I want to 
get started in transition as soon as I 
am released next year. I have several 
questions. Will hormones lower my 
voice? How long does it take to grow 
breasts? Will I still be able to orgasm 
after sex change surgery?  I am tall and 
broad shouldered and I am afraid that 
I may never really pass as female. Is 
there anything I can do about this?

Awaiting Parole in Jessup

Dear Awaiting,
First, please understand that 

answering your questions does not mean 
I think hormones are right for you. That 
question should be decided after you 

are released and have had a chance to 
discuss it in detail with your doctor and  
with a  mental health professional with 
expertise in gender problems.

Starting hormones will not 
lower your voice, because the effect 
testosterone has on the vocal cords are 
not reversible.  A speech therapist can 
help you learn to control your voice and 
learn new speech patterns so you will 
sound more female, even with a low 
voice. (Like Odetta.)

Hormone treatment is like puberty. 
Developing breasts and a more female 
body takes time, usually 3 years or 
longer to reach the maximum changes. 

Most transwomen who have had 
genital surgery report they can orgasm. 
Modern surgeons use the tip of the 
penis to construct a clitoris so there is 
not much nerve damage. Like other 
women, post-op transwomen do not 
ejaculate, because semen is created in 
the testicles which are removed in the 
surgery.  

You are correct that it is harder 
for taller transwomen, but there are a 



July 20, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   13 baltimoreoutloud.com

number of ways to help you pass despite 
your height.  Facial feminization surgery 
can often be more helpful for passing 
than breast or genital surgery. 
Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of Primary Care 
at Chase Brexton Health Services. Send 
your comments and questions to her by 
email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh 
MD, Chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 
21201

A Welcoming Congregation With Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

We invite you to join in our mission 
outreach to Baltimore, the United States 
and the world, through the Appalachia 

Service Project, serving a meal monthly to a 
homeless shelter, supporting a soup kitchen 

and supporting  
HIV-AIDS ministry around the world.

We welcome you to worship each Sunday at 
8:30 AM and 10:00 AM

Grace United Methodist Church

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

����������������
Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

��������������������

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������
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������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

Dr. Eva.
Continued from previous page
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Club XS and DJ Seth Gold Present:

36 West 11th Avenue
York, PA 17404
717-846-6969

MUSIC:
DJ SETH GOLD

DRINK
SPECIALS
LAVA LAMP LONG 
ISLAND ICED TEAS!

DECORATIONS
DISCO BALLS

RESERVE YOUR VIP
 BOOTH TODAY!SHOW YOUR PRIDE

BY DRESSING UP

YOUR BEST 7
0’s O

UTFIT

GROOVY
BARTENDERS

(In Aeros!)70’s
Party

SATURDAY, JULY 28

Outloud Pride Ad - July 07.indd   1 7/13/2007   2:36:09 PM

their tubas. The beats of God-des and 
She will get you grounded. Divahn’s 
Middle Eastern Sephardic vocals will 
blow you away. Brainy punk band 
Erase Errata and Sarah Bettens, from 
internationally-acclaimed K’s Choice, 
will rock your socks off. And when Lez 
Zeppelin promises “I’m Gonna Give you 
My Love,” you know you’re going to feel 
every inch of it… way down inside you.  
And make sure to pack your platforms 
for Saturday night’s show-closing Disco 
Chix Lix directed by Alyson Palmer of 
BETTY.

The week’s 40 performances open 
Tuesday on the Acoustic Stage with a 

Spoken Word Extravaganza. Festie-
favorite Alix Olson joins newbie Aya de 
León and Staceyann Chin, co-writer 
and performer of the Tony-nominated, 
Broadway hit “Russell Simmons Def 
Poetry Jam.” Wednesday’s Singer 
Songwriter Spotlight features Kate Reid, 
Sparlha Swa, Chris Purka, and mid-
western favorites nervous but excited.

Demonstrating the Acoustic Stage’s 
cross-generational, cross-genre appeal, 
Ferron will perform with Bitch, and Cris 
Williamson will appear with a variety of 
special guests. Evolution V will create a 
sacred space with drum and dance from 
both African and Hawaiian traditions 
while  Faye Driscoll Dance will showcase 
the power of women’s physicality. 
Spoken word and hip hop aficionados 
will want to return to Acoustic on Friday 
for the politically acute raps of Tamil Sri 
Lankan artist D’Lo. 

Earlier in the day you’ll have your 
hands in the air at the Day Stage for 
Hip Hop at High Noon featuring Skim 
from L.A., FELONi from Detroit, and 
Mahogany out of Brooklyn. If that’s 
a hard act to follow, you can bet that 
Lesbians on Ecstasy are up to the 
challenge. Their “plunder music project” 
played to rave reviews on tour with Le 
Tigre. What’s not to love about samples 
from ‘70s women’s music mashed up 

with electronic dance beats?
The sun-filled Day Stage is where 

you’ll also find funky R & B and kick-
ass jazz. Hanifah Walidah, singer with 
Brooklyn Funk Essentials who has a 
solo Top 10 video on the Logo Channel, 
returns with a band. First-timer Ruthie 
Foster brings her soul-stirring delivery 
to the Gospel and blues. And anything 
can happen when the stage is taken by 
the musician’s dream team of Barbara 
Higbie, Vicki Randle, Teresa Trull, and 
Julie Wolf.

Rounding out the offerings on the 
Day Stage are the energetic vocals 
and guitar of festie-virgins Wishing 
Chair and Erin McKeown, and the ever-
popular Comedy Sunday. In addition 
to enjoying full comedy sets by Vickie 
Shaw, Sabrina Matthews, and Karen 
Williams, campers will fall out of their 
backpack chairs laughing all week with 
emcee in residence Elvira Kurt.

Close your week in the woods with 
the Sunday traditions of Ubaka Hill’s 
Drumsong Orchestra, Aleah Long’s 
One World Inspirational Choir, and Ruth 
Barrett’s Candlelight Concert.

Best Vacation Bargain Around
Plan now to buy your all-inclusive 

ticket before July 14th to get the early-bird 
advance rate. If the 40 performances 
you just read about weren’t enough, 

your ticket price includes three delicious 
vegetarian meals a day, camping on a 
beautiful square mile of oak and fern 
forest, hundreds of workshops, a film 
festival, sporting events and crafts 
bazaar, along with countless dances, 
parades, open mics and parties. For no 
extra charge, you can take advantage of 
a full range of community services, from 
networking for Women of Color and sign 
language interpretation, to child care, 
first aid, and transportation. 

While other feminist events and 
institutions have come and gone over 
the past four decades, the Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival persists. But 
the Michigan experience is not to be 
taken for granted. If you haven’t been in 
a while, or you’ve yet to make the trip, 
check it out. And then tell your friends 
about the real deal: the M Word.

For more information: www.michfest.
com.

Michigan Womyn’s
Continued from page 1
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street,

on Friday, July 20th for your chance to receive a
pass, good for two, to an advance screening.

No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One pass per
person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible.

Rated PG-13 for irreverent humor throughout.

ONLY IN THEATERS JULY 27

&

Baltimore teen Tracy Turnblad 
(Blonsky) wants nothing more than a 
chance to dance on “The Corny Collins 
Show,” but her weight and her mother 
Edna’s (Travolta) objections seem to be 
major stumbling blocks to her television 
career.  Tracy decided to cut school 
and audition, and much to everyone’s 
surprise wins a spot on the show.  Tracy 
then makes it her goal to integrate the 
show so that the friends and dancers 
she admires on Negro Day will be able 
to dance together as one.

In 1988, John Waters turned a 
major corner in his career by writing and 
directing what was basically his first PG-
rated family film.  Hairspray has become 
something more than his previous cult 
classics, and looked to be the film that 
would finally launch Waters’ “leading 

lady” Divine into the mainstream.  That 
was not meant to be, however, with 
Divine’s untimely death just weeks after 
the film opened.  Hairspray went on to 
become a success because it was so 
mainstream for a Waters film, but no one 
would have guessed that it would also 
go on to become a stunning Broadway 
musical success, winning eight Tony 
Awards including Best Musical.  The 
show has now come full circle as it is 
once again being transformed into 
a motion picture…and what a film it 
is!  Fans of the original film need not 
worry that an even more family-friendly 
musical will tarnish the legacy of Waters 
and Divine.  The film takes the best of 
Waters, shakes things up just a bit with 
characterization and plot points, adds 
a truly great collection of songs, and 
assembles one of the most amazing 
casts to come together in one film in 
quite some time.  For the things that 
have been changed - Amber has no 
father; Velma runs the Corny Collins 
Show; Edna discovers Tracy and her 
friends at Motormouth Maybelle’s record 
shop; there is no amusement park riot 

(or amusement park 
for that matter) - it’s 
really not a big deal.  
Things always change 
in adaptations and 
these changes only 
help to streamline the 
film.  There are a few 
new plot points, but 
again, they’re not bad 
and they won’t make 
devoted fans throw up 
their hands in disgust 
- it’s not like leaving 
huge chunks of plot 
out of a “Harry Potter” 
film!  My one minor 
quibble is that they don’t give Penny 
and her mother enough to do, especially 
Prudy.  Allison Janney (The West Wing) 
appears as Prudy at the beginning of 
the film and isn’t heard from again until 
nearly the end!

In addition to Janney, the film 
features some wonderful performances 
from Pfieffer and Walken with Pfieffer 
returning to the film musical world after 
the disaster of Grease 2 and Walken not 
only shows off his pipes in a wonderful 
number with Travolta, but proves that 
he’s still got the moves of a seasoned 
hoofer.  All of the young performers - 
Efron, Snow, Bynes, Elijah Kelly - bring 
a lot of amazing talent and dedication 
to their roles.  Newcomer Blonsky is 

wonderful as Tracy, very reminiscent of 
the young actress who got her launch 
in the original - Ricki Lake (keep your 
eyes peeled for her cameo).  Queen 
Latifah brings a lot of dignity to the role 
of Motormouth Maybelle, and she has a 
song during the march for racial equality 
on the TV station that will definitely bring 
a tear to your eye.  My biggest praise 
has to go to Travolta because I never 
felt he was going to be able to pull off 
the role.  His biggest obstacles are 
the makeup which adds some extra 
poundage to his face and frame, and 
his here-and-there Baltimore accent.  
He basically won the locals over at the 
screening with his pure Bawlmerese 

Hairspray (PG)
Cast: John Travolta; Nikki Blonsky; Michelle 
Pfieffer; Zac Efron; Amanda Bynes; 
Christopher Walken; Queen Latifah; Brittany 
Snow; James Marsden; Allison Janney
Director: Adam Shankman

See Film on page 21
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Ladies… a NEW alternative 
to the Bar Scene

THE STUDIO
A new coffeehouse space featuring

POETRY
Every Thursday night

LIVE MUSIC
Friday & Saturdays

7:30-10:30 p.m.

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday: Noon - 8pm

Thursday - Saturday: Noon-10:30pm

Read Street Books & Coffee
229-231 W Read St.

Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre
Presents:

Box Office 
410.780.6369

Theatre at CCBC
CCBC Essex • 7201 Rossville Blvd.

www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit

July 20-August 5
B Bldg Theatre

Tickets $12-$18

July 27-August 5
Cabaret Theatre
Tickets $13-$15

��������
By Ben Ryland
Contributing Writer

Yes folks, it GREASE again pouring 
all over the stage at Toby’s Dinner 
Theatre at the Baltimore Travel Plaza 
and this time it’s a production that you 
and your family will enjoy. If you have 
never seen this show, (could there 
possibly be anyone over the age of 5 
who has never seen it?) this is the one 
to see.

First off it is cast younger than the 
touring and most dinner theatres have 
had in the past. They are still not quite 
all high-school age but with these talent 
performers on stage you will believe you 
have traveled back in time to the late 
50’s with all the teenage angst and rock 
& roll.

Newcomer to Toby’s stages is Jake 
Odmark who is so right on as heart throb 
Danny Zuko he commands the stage 
every time he appears. His on stage 
persona and strong voice out shine 
his Sandy Dumbrowski a bit. Jessica 
Ball has all the right moves in the role 
but on press night seemed overly timid 
and reserved, maybe under rehearsed. 
Jesaira Glover brings a refreshing force 
to principal Lynch and later blows the 
roof off the building in her Teen Angel 
song. Her voice is so powerful that it over 
drove the speakers so much they rattled. 
She didn’t need the amplification.

The chorus is strong here but 
smaller than usual. The Burger Palace 
Boys are funny (and horny) in this toned 
staging which is much less explicit than 
the Broadway script. The movie was also 
accordingly toned down. This makes for 
a more family-friendly show and a great 
introduction to live theatre for teens. The 
Pink Ladies are equals with the boys in 
their portrayals being fall down funny 
at times. Jamie Eacker made a strong 
impression as Patty Simcox the schools 
‘goody goody’ girl in a role where she 
brings out far more life than in most 
productions of this show. 

Another nice touch is using DJ Vince 
Fontaine as a sort of on stage narrator 
instead his one scene appearance as 
the host of the hop. Darren McDonnell 
makes the most of this innovative aspect. 
Other standouts include Jordan Klein 
(Sonny), Matthew Schleigh (Kenickie) 
and Kate Williams as an over-the-top 
Marty.

However after the superior 
performance by Odmark as Danny the 

best performance in the show is Tina 
Marie DeSimone. This actress always 
creates her characters so real that you 
feel you know them and hurt for them. 
A Toby’s regular DeSimone has been a 
force of nature in many shows and I love 
watching her on stage. Let’s hope we 
she her soon as Anita in WEST SIDE 
STORY or (please) as Fanny Brice in 
FUNNY GIRL.

Director Mark Minnick has brought 
out the best in this tired show and made 
it fresh and entertaining again. He uses 
the script as a starting point and runs with 
it instead of being bound by it. Hopefully 
he will work for Toby Orenstein often in 
the future if this is any indication of what 
his creativity can accomplish. This time 
the sets are more limited than usual for 
this venue but that may be because 
of the room needed for the energetic 
dancing also staged by Minnick.

The only show problem I had on 
press night was with sound. There was 
noticeable and annoying crackling from 
some body mics and the overdriven 
speaker problem during Teen Angel 
previously mentioned. Tone it down; 
these kids can handle this room. 
Additionally I have one other suggestion 
for the evening’s non-stage portion. 
I know seniors and bus groups are a 
large part of the dinner theatre audience 
and they hate change but they need to 
bring the food up to the standards of 
Toby’s Columbia. There is nothing really 
wrong with what is offered but it should 
be as creative as Director Minnick’s 
production on stage.

GREASE  - Live on Stage at Toby’s 
Baltimore at the Travel Plaza
Now through August 19th

Reservations:  410-649-1660

Oh, Not Grease Again?
But Toby’s Baltimore Version is Terrific



18   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD July 20, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

����������������
���������
��������������

Friday, July 20 ~ 8-close SPANKING, ELECTRO, & LEATHER DEMO Hosted by 
Mr. Maryland Leather. Proceeds of evening will go to the H.E.R.O. Foundation
 
Saturday, July 21 7-9 pm ALL YOU CAN DRINK RAIL
$15; $2 Domestic Beers. Regular Pricing after 9.

Saturday, July 28 MANHUNT SPECIAL. Come meet the 
promoter of Manhunt and win free memberships to 
Manhunt.net.  Plenty of give-a-ways and a SPECIAL STRIP 
DOWN PERFORMANCE by (?)
 
Monday, August 6 1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
THE DRAG SHOW BONANZA.
Hosted by Vanity Starr & Shawna Alexander
Doors open at 8, Show time:  9-12 am. $8 at door.
 
JOCKS, ATHLETES, and WEIGHTLIFTERS wanted!
Apply within!

BALTIMORE’S PREMIERE 
NUDE MALE ENTERTAINMENT BAR

2000 Eastern Ave. • Baltimore, MD 21231
410-563-2482 • Spectrummen.com • Spectrummen@aol.com

Open Wed-Sat 7pm-1am • Happy Hour Specials 7-8 • Dancers Start at 8 

If you missed the 35th Anniversary 
Party at the Hippo on July 7th, you 
missed quite an extravaganza. What 
many may not realize (and the person 
who remarked to one of our local leather 
titleholders “ I can’t believe they let you 
in here dressed like that” surely didn’t 
realize) that as Baltimore’s premier 
venue the Hippo has played an important 
role in the history of Maryland’s Leather 
Community. This legacy continued on 
Saturday, July 14th as the Hippo played 
host to the Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy 2007 Contest and the first 
ever Mid-Atlantic Community Boot 
Black Contest. I am happy to report 
that Maryland LeatherSIR 2007 Eric 
Samuelson and Maryland Leatherboy 
2007 luke emel will now carry the Mid-
Atlantic LeatherSIR/boy titles to Dallas 
in October along with Club Phoenix 
resident boot black Eric Crouse who 
will proudly sport the Mid-Atlantic 
Community Boot Black title.

Produced by International 
LeatherSIR 2004, Robert Davis it was 
a busy and fun filled weekend. The 
party got started on Friday night at the 
Club Phoenix as the tribe gathered 
from near and far for the official “Meet 
& Greet”. There was an introduction of 
judges and contestants and even some 
live entertainment by Esmirelda. The 
Mid-Atlantic Contest had a little twist 
to it this year. Since Maryland was the 
only segment of the Mid-Atlantic region 
which held a preliminary contest, the 

Mid-Atlantic Contest was open ended 
and welcomed any leather person in 
the Mid-Atlantic area who wanted to 
compete.  A big hats off to Al “Woofboy” 
Wunder of Philadelphia who ran for Mid-
Atlantic Leatherboy 2007 title and Peter 
“Pup Pedro” deRosa from Riverdale, 
Maryland who was the other Mid-Atlantic 
Community Boot Black contestant.

This year’s judging panel consisted 
of Ryan Tittle (Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 
2006), boy justin costellos (Mid-Atlantic 
Leatherboy 2006), Master DERO ( 
a member of GMSMA ,SigMa, and 
FFA-CAC), Glenda Rider (Executive 

See Leather Line on page 24
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

This beautiful home is located 
on the second floor of an 
elegant, historical mansion.  All 
mechanical systems have been 
fully updated while great care 
has been taken to preserve 
architectural details.  Gorgeous 
wood floors have been 
painstakingly restored to their 
original splendor.  Low voltage 
lights on dimmers are the norm 
throughout.  Floor to ceiling 
windows flood the home with 
morning sun.  All appliances 
are top of the line Jenn-Aire 
in stainless steel along with 
washer/dryer, jetted tub, 
oversized cabinetry, tiled bath/
kitchen/foyer.  French doors and 
antique columns accentuate the 
historical integrity of the home.  
Deeded parking is included.  In 
two words, simply exquisite!

Mt Vernon Condo - $319,900
512 Cathedral St.

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

DAVE  KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Priced to sell. Move-in condition.  
Completely rehabbed inside and out. 
Large landscaped lot. Convenience of 
city living in country setting. 3 bedroom 
1 ½ Bath Colonial Home. Vinyl siding, 
full basement, forced air heat/central 
air plus ceiling fans. Energy efficent gas 
appliances. Off street parking.

3209 Rosekemp Ave. 
Baltimore, Md 21214

Nancy Eshenbaugh
Office: (410) 882-0021 • Fax: (410) 882-7513
Cell: (443) 676-1757 • www.c21horizon.com

Open House: Saturday July 21st, 
and Sunday July 22nd, 1-3 pm
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Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX Sails

410-814-2451 Office 
443-463-9088 Cell 
410-510-1333 Fax

3600 O’Donnell St. 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
www.thesailsteam.com

Leitner Winstead
Chase Fitzgerald & Co, Inc.

1 Village Square Suite 131
The Village of Cross Keys

Baltimore, Md. 21210
410-960-8005 cell

410-323-6000 office
lwinstead@comcast.net

Bolton Hill 1615 Park Avenue, First Floor (MLS #BA6393754)
Elegant unique and gorgeously appointed 
first floor condo located in a historically 
significant circa 1890 landmark building 
Exquisite detail 
and modern 
convenience.

Great big marvelous Lauraville house 
waiting for you to call home!  Handsome 
original woodwork, lovely garden, five 
bedrooms, two baths and many updates 
including roof and boiler.  Pass the lazy 
summer evenings swinging on the front 
porch.

2904 Southern Ave.  (MLS  BA6409024).

OPEN HOUSE
June10th from 12-2pm

Andrew Colletta
905 Light St. Baltimore, MD 21230
410.727.3720 office 
410.419.5710 cell

Traditional Northwood home w/ newer 
HVAC system, bay window in LR, 
wood flrs throughout, very nice kt w/ 
new range, refrigerator & disposal; 
replacement windows, garage, club 
room & ceramic tile bathroom. Water 
heater and washer/ dryer have also been 
replaced. The home is so convenient to 
employment centers, medical institutions 
and universities.

720 Reservoir St, Baltimore
Romantic Edwardian w/ rich, 
warm natural woodwork 
thru out including lush 
staircase, wood floors, 
exposed brick walls, many 
decorative fireplaces, 
window shutters, huge 
closets, eat in kitchen w/ 
deck and private fenced rear yard. 3rd fl. 
rental unit or use as extra space. Significant 
stone and brick facade, rear butlers stairway. 
Special Reservoir Hill, Healthy Neighborhhod 
Loan Program Area

1603 Shadyside Rd, Baltimore

410-902-9903 (offi ce)   443-600-1282 (pager)
1-888-584-6700 (TOLL FREE)

AMERICAN  HOME MORTGAGE

Richard Pazornik
Your Family Loan Offi cer

Family Helping Family

Call for free pre-approval
apply on-line:

www.richardpazornik.com
then click on full application

I understand your unique needs, and the importance to  you 
of dealing with someone who understands them too!

��������������������������������

Victorian charm abounds in this spacious, well-
appointed townhome nestled in the heart of Mt. 
Vernon. Original tin ceilings, crown moldings, 
hardwood floors. Less then 1 yr. old systems include:
dual-zone CAC/Heat, windows/doors, roof, chimney, 
200 amp service & appliances. Both baths remodeled. 
This home is gorgeous. A must see! $324,000, a rare 
find that won’t last long at this price.

Maggie Schulz 
Long and Foster Real Estate 
4800 Roland Park • Baltimore, MD 21210 
410-733-6970(c) • 410.889-9800(o)
www.maggieschulz.com
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office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Gorgeous 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath brick front 
colonial in Stradford Hall, Crownsville.  

This one has it all....tastefully deco-
rated, private lot, master bdrm w/sit-

ting rm, kitchen w/corian counters 
and cherry cabinets, formal 
living and dining rms, family 

rm w/stone fireplace, 
in-ground sprinkler 

system, hardwood and ceramic tile floors, nearly 3000 sq 
feet of luxury living!

Overlooking the rolling countryside on  
3.8 acres, this 2006 custom built cape cod 
is sure to please! This exquisite property 
is top of the line all around: Hardiplank 
siding, professional kitchen with marble 
countertops, Brazilian cherry hardwood 
floors throughout, stacked stone fireplace 
in great room with vaulted ceilings, 
separate guest house with full bath, 
outdoor fireplace and much more.

����������������������������
����������

Pictures on line MLS # BC6457276

���������������������

Pictures on line MLS # AA6426235

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

pronunciation of “negotiate,” nailing 
the Baltimore O-sound perfectly.  In 
his favor, he can sing and move (even 
in that fat suit), and after a while you 
even begin to forget you’re watching 
John Travolta play a woman.  Now, I 
want to add my two cents to this silly 
controversy about Travolta playing this 
role.  I don’t see why the gay community 
is so against Travolta as Edna.  The 
feeling is that since the role was made 
famous on screen and stage by two gay 
men - Divine and Harvey Fierstein - and 
Travolta’s religion is allegedly anti-gay 
(and really, what religion isn’t?) that he 
has no right to be in this film.  Okay, for 
the record, Travolta is playing a female 
character, not a gay man and I’m sure 
other non-gay actors have played the 
role on Broadway (Michael McKean 
for instance - and what religion is he?).  
John Waters has supported Travolta, 
and as he said recently in an interview, 
we don’t boycott a film because Nicole 
Kidman is Catholic. 

On the technical side, the film 
has been brilliantly directed by Adam 
Shankman in his first major film (his 
previous credits were for choreography 
for a number of films and television 

projects).  Shankman manages to 
perfectly capture the look and feel of 
1962 Baltimore - even if not one single 
frame was shot in the city!  The set 
designers have done a remarkable job 
of transforming various locations in 
Toronto into Baltimore, and even if the 
form stone facades are a little too shiny 
and the TV studio is absurdly large, it 
does not take anything away from the 
film.  I really was unsure about how 
this was going to turn out (I haven’t 
seen the show) and on top of that, I 
was in a really foul mood the night of 
the screening.  But from the first frame 
of film and the first note of the opening 
song (Good Morning Baltimore), I was 
captivated and charmed by what I was 
seeing on screen.  I loved the music, the 
dancing, the performances, the sets and 
costumes and I came out of the theater 
with a lighter mood and a joyful spirit. I’ve 
seen quite a few movies so far this year, 
but “Hairspray” is the first one I wanted 
to go back and see immediately and 
that’s good enough for me to proclaim 
“Hairspray” is the Best Film of 2007 (to 
date).  This is definitely one film not to 
miss this summer!

Rated PG for language, some 
suggestive content and momentary teen 
smoking.

For more reviews visit Chuck online 
at www.myspace.com/nowshowingtv.

Film
Continued from page 1
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Sweaty summer greetings kiddies 
– usually I try to get out of B’more in 
the summer, but it’s been slim pickin’s 
on the blackmail front so my cash flow 
has been a bit short. So I’ve just been 
whiling away the hours having a 17-
year-old hustler give me Grey Goose 
sponge baths.

July’s Fashion Victim Award 
goes to...drum roll puhleeese...the 
twinkie standing on the corner of Eager 
and Charles the other Saturday night 
wearing Capri pants (or man-pri pants) 
made out of red duct tape woven in a 
basket-weave pattern! Evidently, I’ve 
missed the hottest new trend – Fashions 
by Home (or rather Homo) Depot!

Chuck Bowers and the Hippo staff 
celebrated their 35th Anniversary on 
July 7 with a fabulous soirée that began 
with a private VIP party (that means me 
darlings) with delish delights catered 
by the City Cafe and an open bar (I 
drank enough liquor to float the fucking 
Constellation). Seeing and being seen 
were such notables as Ann McKenzie 
(the grande dame of gay Baltimore), 
Keifer Mitchell (campaigning with this 
little gay assistant in tow), and Grand 
Central owner Don Davis with his 
boytoy Troy. Here it is a swanky event 
and, of course, some roid-queen has to 
show up wearing his nicest wife-beater 
– yes, yes we know you paid a lot for 
those muscles, but have a little class. 
Later the little people (that would be you 
all) were allowed in via a line stretched 
around the block. The internationally-
known Junior Vasquez (looking like a 
scary, tattooed leather daddy) was the 
DJ for the evening.

GUESS WHO? DON’T SUE!: What 
high-flying drag title holder has all the 
boys under the Boardwalk at the Eagle 
lined up to sample her more than ample 
wares? 

Alexander decided to expand 
his area of expertise and become the 
sports writer for this tired rag: I visited 
with the players of the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Softball League at their 
games on Sunday. Actually I was invited 
by a fellow celebri-gay, radio personality 
Scott Davies, who is pitcher (please no 
tasteless smirks) for the Duplex Diner-
Mo’s (get it Diner-Mo, Dynamo?); and 
probably just wanted to see if I would turn 
to dust in the sunlight. The Diner-Mo’s 
played (and won) the Hippo Hippos 
and the PW Polliwogs (PW’s is a gay-
friendly bar in Laurel). Unfortunately, the 
poor Mo’s had truly the worst uniforms 

in the league – I mean it’s not like I 
expect couture, but a little tailoring goes 
a long way. Perhaps I can get the red 
duct tape queen from Charles & Eager 
to make them new uniforms. Throw a 
bunch of gay guys together and you 
know you’ll get drama – first a big, fat 
man got ejected from one of the other 
games (I think he tried to eat one of the 
other players), and then some hustler 
lookalike told me all about his deep 
affection for Percocet. 

The Spectrum is sold and then 
it’s not sold and then it’s sold again 
– supposedly no money has changed 
hands, but there’s a lot of negotiating 
going on. But the boys are still bumping 
and grinding, and events are still planned. 
Several weeks ago, another Jello 
Wrestling Contest was held. However, 
let this be a lesson to all of you – never 
let a stripper mix your Jello as even the 
simplest of instructions baffles the poor 
things. They used double the amount of 
water and ended up with a green nasty, 
runny mess so then someone had the 
bright idea of adding oatmeal to soak up 
the excess water. Guess what – it then 
looked like vomit! Actually, once you 
got over the vomit imagery, it was quite 
fun. The entire upstairs (including the 
audience) was covered in plastic sheets 
with Alexander, as the host, wearing a 
stunning designer trash bag ensemble. 
Nothing like naked boys wrestling in 
vomit...uhhh, sorry...Jello.

Grand Central has opened a new 
women’s (or is that womyn’s) bar upstairs 
where the restaurant and lounge used 
to be called Sappho’s. I love the logo – 
it’s a outline of a woman’s (or womon’s) 
body with a martini glass level with her 
lady-business. I think it would have been 
more Baltimore if it had been a Coors 
Light bottle instead of a martini glass, 
but then I guess it would have looked 
like a tranny bar!

Club 1722’s Annual Beach Party 
on August 11 with a Best Body Contest 
hosted by the ever-expanding Via 
Sattelite (that’s how she spells it – it’s 
in Drag English) and over 500 bucks in 
cash and prizes (better not be any of 
those free cigarette or liquor company 
giveaways).

Until next time, I’ll see you in the 
gutter – I’ll be the one wearing the red 
duct tape Capri pants and drinking a 
Coors Light.

Hippo’s 35th Anniversary Party

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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DELAWARE

At Melissa’s Bed & Breakfast 
36 Delaware Avenue
Rehoboth Beach DEL. 19971
302-227-7504
www.atmelissas.com

Bewitched Bed and Breakfast
67 Lake Avenue
Rehoboth Beach DEL. 19971
1-866-732-9482
www.seawitchmanor.com

Lazy L Bed & Breakfast
11 Willow Creek Road
Lewes DEL. 19958
302-644-7220
www.lazyl.net

LightHouse Bed and 
Breakfast
20 Delaware Avenue
Rehoboth Beach DEL. 19971
(302) 226-0407
www.lighthouseinn.net

WEST VIRGINIA

Long Fork Campgrounds
114 Longfork Camp Road
Walton WV. 25286
304-577-9347
www.longfork.com

NEW JERSEY

The Albert Stevens Inn
127 Myrtle Avenue
Cape May NJ. 08204
(609) 884-4717
www.albertstevensinn.com

MARYLAND

The Annapolis Inn
144 Prince George Street
Annapolis MD. 21401
410-295-5200
www.annapolisinn.com

Park Avenue Bed and 
Breakfast
2018 Park Avenue
Baltimore, MD. 21227
(410) 484-4123
www.parkavenuebedand
breakfast.com

PENNSYLVANIA

Stoney Ridge Cabins
RR1 Box 67
Scotrum Pa 18355
570-629-5036
www.purpleroofs.com/
blueberryridge.html

Blueberry Ridge Guest House
RR1 Box 67
Scotrum Pa 18355
570-629-5036
www.purpleroofs.com/
blueberryridge.html

Golden Plough Inn
RT 202 &Street Road
Lahaska PA. 18931
215-794-4004
www.goldenploughinn.com

NEW HOPE, PA

After The Ride
127 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-0172
www.aftertheride.com

Beyond The Wall
16 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-9533

Bowman’s Tavern
1600 River Road
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-2972
Bowmanstavern@comcast.net

Cordials Bed and Breakfast
143 Old York Road
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-3919
www.cordialsbb.com

Country Fair Chocolates
93 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-5359

Fred Eisen Leather
129 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-5988
www.fredeisenleather.com

Graphix Gallery
127B South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-1050

Heart of the Home
28 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-1880
www.heartofthehome.com

Medieval Gallery
86 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-4800
www.medievalgallery.com

...on the road
Mystickal Thymes
127 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-5629
wwwmystikaltymes.com

New Hope Candle Shop
85 South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-8375

New Hope Leather
7 North Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-4455
www.newhopeleather.com

Orb Silversmith
127A South Main Street
New Hope, Pa 18938
(215) 862-2196
www.orbsilversmiths.com

Porches on the Tow Path
20 Fisher’s Alley
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-3277
www.porchesnewhope.com

Primadonna’s Closet
132 South Main Street
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-8110
www.primadonnascloset.com

The Jonathan Rice Collection
102B South Main Street
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-4607
www.jonathanricecollection.
com

The Last Temptation
115 A South Main Street
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-3219

The New Hope Chamber of 
Commerce
Po Box 633
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-9990
www.newhopechamber.com

The Raven
385 West Bridge Street
New Hope PA. 18938
(215) 862-2081
www.theravenresort.com

Producer of International Ms. Leather 
and Ms. Baltimore Eagle 1992), boy 
derick (Mid-Atlantic Drummerboy 2000), 
Mike Mitchell (Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 
2003), and boy ivan (International 
Leatherboy 2004). The Mid-Atlantic 
Community Boot Black contestant 
coordinator was the current International 
Community Boot Black, Henry James of 
Tucson, AZ. Tug Taylor (Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 2004) was outstanding as the 
Master of Ceremonies. Rounding out 
the staff was Tally Master Brian Kuerze 
(of Wallingford, CT.) and his assistant 
Duke Emanuel (Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 
2005). Boy power ruled as boy bettle 
(Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2005) was the 
Judges’ Boy, boy Jason Sentz (Maryland 
Leatherboy 2005) was the Stage 

Manager and International Drummerboy 
2001, mark s. greene was the Den Boy. 
The Undeniable, who gave the crowd a 
sneak preview performance on Friday 
night, provided the entertainment. This 
energetic singer can best be described 
as a cross between Billy Idol and Boy 
George.

After the contest it was a busy 
evening all over town as I attended the 
victory party at Club Phoenix (which even 
included a Shawnna Show!) a ShipMate 
Bar night at the Blue Parrott (Did you 
know that if you soak grapes in vodka 

and then dip them in chocolate they are 
really good? Leave it to the ShipMates 
to come up with a fun alternative to jell-o 
shooters.) and of course the leather tribe 

all finished the evening at the Baltimore 
Eagle.

 The Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy 2007 weekend ended with 
a cookout and pool party. Chicago may 
have the Palmer House, but here in 
Baltimore we have the Charlie Palmer 
House. What a great way to end a 
busy weekend and send our Maryland 
titleholders (now Mid-Atlantic) off to 
the International Contest.  I was also 
thrilled to see at the Hippo one local 
titleholder who just returned from an 
international contest and brought 
the sash home from Atlanta with 
him. Mr. Baltimore Eagle 2005, Jerry 
Garmany, is now International Mr. Deaf 
Leather 2007! With him was Baltimore 
Leatherboy 2006, boy b. International 
Deaf Leatherboy 2006/ 2007. Jerry was 
also very excited to have received the 
Michael Felts Lifetime Achievement 
Award for his significant contributions to 
the deaf leather community.

What a great weekend- and you 
know what? I even got to enjoy it dressed 
like this!

Leather Line
Continued from page 18
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2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

Often imitated, never duplicated

• MONDAYS CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT

• WEDNESDAYS DOLLAR DRAFTS AND 80S TUNES

• THURSDAYS BEAR IT ALL, BARE CHEST AND FIVE
BUCKS GETS YOU ALL YOU CAN DRINK WELL OR
DRAFT FROM 10 TO 12

• SUNDAYS BBQ WITH JIM AT SEX... OOPS WE MEAN SIX.
 
PATIO BAR OPEN  
THURS, FRI, SAT, & SUN

Visit www.baltimore-eagle.com for:
• Events • Mailing List 
• Tuff customer specials 
• Email your favorite staff members 
• And much more

Saturday July 28
SHIPMATES CLUB NIGHT 
Saturday August 11
COMMAND

FRIDAY JULY 27TH

 Blackout Party
MONDAY JULY 30TH Full Moon 
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Hiring Full Time Bartenders. 
Person applying for position must 
be outgoing, willing to promote 
nights, and have experience. 
Experience with MICRO systems 
a plus. Apply at Grand Central 
1001 N. Charles Street 
after 4pm M-F

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
CLEANING HELP

Part time on call hours
Ability to work unsupervised

Transportation required
Thomas 410-889-9289

employment@charmcitycleaning.com
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baltimore eagle
leather and video store

open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com • 410.685.3219

Cum Pick up a little something to take home from 
Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video.

Monday and Wednesdays 1/2 price Video Rentals 

If its just u and your hand Monday use the time as a warm up and call 
a friend for Wednesday...

We also have a great selection of lube and video head cleaner

Join the Baltimore Eagle mailing list at www.baltimore-eagle.com and receive 
special discounts and info reserved for our Eagle TUFF Customers online.

 JULY 27th BLACKOUT NIGHT 
15% OFF ALL METAL COCKRINGS

Don’t forget to get your blackout t-shirt 
while they last
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