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Saturday, June 9, 8–11 p.m. 
Twilight on the Terrace, hosted by 

Gertrude’s, 10 Art Museum Dr.
Kick off Pride 2007 with the United 

for Equality fundraiser at Gertrude’s 
restaurant located in the Baltimore 
Museum of Art: enjoy hors d’ oeuvres, 
cocktails, music, dancing, and art. 
DJ Alex Funk will be spinning for the 
evening.

Thursday, June 14, 7:30 p.m.
Interfaith Worship held at the 

First Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Baltimore on Charles and Franklin 
streets. Come celebrate diversity.  

Friday, June 15, 9 p.m. – close.
United, hosted by Red Maple, 930 

N. Charles St.
A fundraiser for Pride 2007, this 

event features the promotional release 
of the new single by DJ Alex Funk, 
Dirty Little Secret.  Double D’s Apparel 
will also preview its new clothing line. A 
percentage of the proceeds will benefit 
Baltimore Pride.

Friday, June 15, 9 p.m.
Laugh Out Loud, hosted by the 

Hippo, 1 W. Eager St.
For a fun evening of laughter join 

hosts Heather Moyer and Prescott 
Gaylord. The evening features five 
talented comedians from NYC, D.C. 
and Maryland. The line up includes 
Mimi Gonzalez, Jamie Pierce, Chris 
Doucette, Zach Toczynski, and Melissa 
Fordham.

Saturday, June 16, 8:30 a.m. 
“Walk with Pride, Run with Joy” 5k 

fun run/walk and picnic at Druid Hill 
Park. Bring as many people and pets 
as you like. Groups are encouraged 
to participate. Groups with the largest 
registration will receive special prizes. 
There will also be prizes available for 
individuals and couples. All participants 
will receive a gift. Runner/walkers are 
asked to register at 8:30 a.m. at the 
main pavilion in the park next to the 
reservoir. The trot begins at 9 a.m. A 

picnic is to follow at 10 a.m. So bring 
your picnic baskets, a secured place 
to leave them will be available. A $5 
donation is suggested but not required. 
Proceeds go directly to Baltimore Pride, 
a fundraiser for the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center.

Saturday, June 16, 4–5:30 p.m.
Baltimore Pride Parade officially 

kicks off Pride 2007 with the parade 
starting at Charles and Franklin streets 
and heads north to Chase St. The 
judges table will be located at Charles 
and Eager streets. But nothing begins 
until you grab your high heels and start 
the high heel race up Charles St. Heels 
will be available for those who have left 
theirs home.

Saturday, June 16, 6–10 p.m.
Baltimore Pride Block Party is a 

club without walls with over 75 vendors 
selling everything from clothing, jewelry, 
food, and music. There is even a karaoke 
stage. The heart of the party is on Eager 
St. between Cathedral and Charles 
streets. This year on the main stage on 
Charles St. featured performers will be 
Inaya Day and Sean Ensign.  

 Inaya Day understudied Stephanie 
Mills in “The Wiz”. Receiving rave 
reviews when she stepped into the role 
as “Dorothy”. She has spent time on 
the Billboard dance charts with projects 
of her own like KEEP PUSHIN’ #2 and 
HOLD YOUR HEAD UP HIGH #6. both 
of which she sang and wrote. She is 
currently signed with Strictly Rhythm 
where her first single was FEEL IT. 
Her sound is unique and performance 
electrifying. Day has also recorded 
vocals for Michael Jackson, Al Green, 
Sean Puffy” Combs, McLyte, Queen 
Latifa, Moni Love, Big Daddy Kane, 
Jonathan Butler, and Randy Crawford. 

Sean Ensign’s first single hit the 
Billboard Hot Dance Club Play for eight 
weeks. His second single, WITHOUT 
YOU, debuted at #4 on the Billboard’s 
Hot New list in October of 2006. This 

Titan Sounds’ recording 
artist will soon release his 
debut CD entitled “Finally”. 
It’s a mix of masterfully 
blended high-energy and 
impassioned love ballads. 
Ensign will be releasing his 
third single EVERYTIME IT 
RAINS this June. The video 
will be released in August.  

Sunday, June 17, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Baltimore Pride Festival 
at Druid Hill Park featuring 

the best known performers nationally 
and locally on the main stage, more than 
150 vendors, a drag stage, a karaoke 
stage and tons of fun for the entire 
family. There is also a children’s play 
area. Pets are welcomed and a water 
source available.

Featured performers:
BETTY is a five –piece pop rock 

band fronted by Elizabeth Ziff, Alyson 
Palmer, and Amy Ziff. The band’s unique 
sound is a blend of tight harmonies 
layered over rocking guitars and a solid 
rhythm section.

Rachael Sage’s newest full – length 
CD, “The Blistering Sun”, covers many 
musical styles from rhythm and blues, 
jazz, and folk.

Eric Himan breaks the mold of the 
soft –spoken, earnest folk troubadour. 
His performances are filled with 
electricity and power, but his lyrics 
betray a vulnerability and honesty.

Odd Girl Out, a Baltimore based all 
girl band, is the result of pissed - off punk 
music mixed with a little sweet melody 
and a cup of rock.

Julie Clark is a folk/acoustic guitarist 
who has won numerous awards for 
her singing and song writing style. Her 
lyrics paint vivid images of love and 
lust, heartbreak and obsession, secret 
yearnings, and the struggle for personal 
growth and self-acceptance.

Sunday, June 17, 8 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Scandal, a women’s Pride event, 

presented by S.H.E. Productions at the 
Mosaic Lounge, 4 Market St (Power 
Plant Live). Hosted by Wendy Fox and 
Tawni with Special Performance Men: 
JD Samson and Johanna Fateman from 
Le Tigre. Opening set by DJ Kristen.  
$10 cover/410 valet parking available on 
Baltimore St. Dress fashionably causal.   

*Sign language interpreting will be 
provided for Pride weekend events.

This schedule was compiled from 
the Baltimore Pride 2007 website.

Baltimore Pride 2007
Are you prepared for the Baltimore Pride 2007 celebration? With a month long 

list of events nearly complete, we are now entering the final week of our national 
day of recognition. For more details visit www.baltimorepride.org. 
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TransWoman Discussion GroupTransWoman Discussion Group

ARE YOU A TRANSGENDER WOMAN?
LOOKING FOR RESOURCES?

WANT TO LEARN ABOUT IMPORTANT ISSUES?
THEN COME BE A PART OF OUR GROUP!

-RELAXED ATMOSPHERE
-FOOD & BEVERAGES SERVED

-INCENTIVES OFFERED!

THURSDAYS
6 pm - 8 pm
THURSDAYS
6 pm - 8 pm

at MCRC: 1734 Maryland Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21201

first floor conference room

FOR MORE INFO. PLEASE CONTACT:
FALINA LARON, 410.685.1180 x481

DAYNA DANTLEY, 410.685.1180 x320

By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

���� �
�������
���������

AIDS Action Baltimore, Inc.
10 East Eager Street • Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Phone: 410 837-2437 • Fax: 410 837-2438
BaltoAIDS@aol.com • www.aidsactionbaltimore.org

•AIDS Resource Guide & Bulletin
 •Research/Treatment Information
  •Financial Assistance

Community Based, Community Supported

HELPLINE
410.837. AIDS

Monday-Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Relationship status?
In a relationship

Occupation?
Manager of City Cafe

Best part of your job?
Meeting new people

Worst part of your job?
Customer complaints.

Showtime or HBO show you want a 
role on?

Rome

Favorite destination for vacation?
Japan

Favorite part of Baltimore Pride?
The concerts at the end.

What should people cook to bribe 
you?

Sushi

Favorite John Waters movie?
Pecker.

What is your spirit animal?
Penguin

X-men power you deserve to have?
I would want Wolverine’s powers

Dream car?
Lance Revolution.  Its an Evo.

Favorite Restaurant?
Mr. Chan’s in Reisterstown.

Crystal Wack
Summer Movie you are most 
excited to see?

The new Harry Potter.

Coke or Pepsi?
Coke.

Baseball or football?
Neither.

Margarita or Pina Colada?
Margarita.  They are my favorite.

Favorite clothes store?
H&M

If you were the casting agent for a 
new Wonder Woman movie, who 
would be your leading lady?

Angelina Jolie.  It might not be 
perfect, but I really like her and 
she’s a tough woman.

Thunderdome!   Two shall enter, 
one shall leave: Jim Carry vs. Steve 
Carell?

Steve Carell

Your childhood pet?
A beagle named Jingle.

Best book you have recently read?
Witch Hunter by C.L. Hunter.  It’s a 
fantasy novel by Black Library.

Junk Food you cannot pass up?
Ice cream.   Especially mint 
chocolate chip.
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Crystal Wack

By Kedrick Keys

Upon entering Mayor Sheila Dixon’s 
office, I was greeted and escorted to 
a conference table by the Mayor’s 
Communications Director, Anthony 
McCarthy. I had just gone through the 
formalities of having been checked by 
security on the first floor, the receptionist 
on second floor, and countless other 
people all assuring me that I would not 
have to wait much longer for the Madame 
Mayor. I sat in the waiting area with what 
appeared to be half a dozen elementary 
school children and their teachers, while 
the Mayor attended to other scheduled 
appointments like press conferences 
and brief meetings. 

As I approached the table where 
a phone sat, the Mayor commonly and 
concisely instructed the party on the 
other line on how to clean and bandage 
a minor abrasion received while at play. 
She had taken a moment between her 
busy schedules to speak with her son 
Joshua. Being Mayor entails many 
qualifications one of which is multi-
tasking. 

Mayor Dixon holds the distinction 
of being the first woman ever to hold 
the office of Mayor in Baltimore. She 
succeeded Martin O’Malley on January 
17, 2007, after O’Malley’s successful 
run as Governor. Mayor Dixon won the 
4th district council seat in 1987 where 
she served for 12 years. In 1999, she 
became the first African – American 
women elected as City Council 
President. 

While serving the community 
for the last two decades in public 
office, Mayor Dixon has been 
a champion of neighborhoods 
and a pioneer for women and 
minorities. She is a strong 
advocate for HIV/AIDS, breast 
cancer, and lead poising in 
children. The Mayor is also 
an advocate for programs 
that improves children’s 
diet and exercise routine. 

Having been an 
international trade specialist 
over the last 17 years 
with the Maryland 
State Department 
of Business 
and Economic 
Development, Mayor 
Dixon has gained 
the tools necessary 
in attracting 
and retaining 

businesses in the community. Among 
her numerous awards and honors, 
Mayor Dixon has been named one of 
Baltimore’s Most Influential Leaders by 
the Baltimore Business Journal. She 
serves on numerous boards, including 
the Institute of Human Virology, the 
Transplant Resource Center, the Urban 
Health Initiative, the Baltimore Markets 
Corporation, the Living Classrooms 
Foundation, and the Walters Art 
Gallery.

Mayor Dixon is a single working 
mother of two children, Joshua and 
Jasmine. She lives in West Baltimore 
and is an active member of Bethel 
A.M.E.Church. She spoke with OutLoud 
exclusively about the cities future.

OutLoud: As Mayor elect, how 
will you continue plans on lowering 
the crime rate in Baltimore?

Mayor Dixon: Over the last month 
and a half, I have put together a plan. 
I look at what has already existed 
here in the city, as well as, what other 
cities are doing and having positive 
results. Therefore, the first approach 
is focusing on our most violent repeat 
offenders, because those are the ones 
that are wreaking havoc. Ten percent 
of the city’s crime is committed by 
this population of criminals. 

Secondly, there will be community 
engagement, which is so key. If people 
are not involved, we don’t gain the trust 
back with our police department. And 
if people (and that excludes no one, 
including elected officials) don’t take 
responsibility than who will. So we are 
encouraging people in the community by 
creating an environment of trust through 
activities such as putting agencies in 
the community to help meet the needs 
of our city’s residents.       

OutLoud: Is there presently a 
glbt police liaison within the police 
department? And how effective has 
it been?

Mayor Dixon: Yes, we have a task 
force comprised of a coalition of groups. 
It has been very effective by sensitizing 
our police department in their dealings 
with our diverse community no matter 
who they are. GLBT training continues 
to be a vital component in our police 
academy curriculum.

OutLoud: How does your 
administration tackle the wide spread 
cases of HIV/AIDS in Baltimore? And 
is there a needle exchange program 
available for the residents of the 
city?

Mayor Dixon: This is an issue I 
have worked on, been in the forefront 
for a number of years. I created the HIV/
AIDS Commission and I also stepped 
forward and stated that HIV/AIDS was 
in a state of emergency. We have put 
funding aside every year and that has 
increased when we have had a good 
surplus. We are going to continue 
with our efforts in Baltimore. And 
yes, there is still a needle exchange 
program in Baltimore that has 
drastically reduced the number 
of syringes found littering areas 
where drug use is heaviest in some 
neighborhoods. Because of the used 
needle receptacles in place in these 
communities, everyone, especially 
our children, is safer.

OutLoud: What are your 
thoughts on the conditions and 

quality of our school system?
Mayor Dixon: Education is a big 

issue and we’re making progress. Once 
we know who the CEO is going to be, 
which is very important to me, and 
we have some consistency, then we’ll 
look at some of the best practices that 

we presently have in our school 
system, like charter schools 
which are doing great. Another 
focus for me is creating an 
environment of wholeness, 

Having the Entire Community 
Involved Can Change Our City

addressing the needs of both the student 
and the family. And that is why I support 
a whole community school concept, 
bringing resources and services into the 
schools so that the student can learn. 

OutLoud: Do you think the Mayor’s 
office should run the schools?

Mayor Dixon: I was on the city 
council when the city ran the schools 
and I think ultimately we need to return 
ownership. But we need to make sure 
we have consistent state funding. If 
funding is secured, than I think it may 
be time to pursue it.

OutLoud: I had heard from 
several sources that there are plans 
to redevelop the School Board’s 
headquarters which is housed in 
the original Baltimore Polytechnic 
Institute on North Ave. Are there any 
plans on transforming the 1909 neo-
classical building into condos and 
high end shops?

Mayor Dixon: No, You mean North 
Ave. No, it has just been renovated 
about ten years ago. That is incorrect. 
The city can’t afford it. Now what we 
are going to do is to develop the area 
around it, Greenmount West. But that’s’ 
a terrible rumor. 

OutLoud: Sexual orientation 
discrimination and harassment is 
still an issue for the glbt community 
in Baltimore. I have recently 
been contacted by Marc Warren, 
entertainment editor for the Afro 
– American newspaper. He explains 
that he has a long standing dispute 
with neighbors in the Patterson 
Park community who have verbally 
assaulted him and his lover. He also 
said that police didn’t respond and 
when they did they were hostile and 
threatening. Have you done anything 
to resolve this problem?

Mayor Dixon: We sent two officers 
out to meet with Mr. Warren. And it is 
unfortunate that a second incident 
occurred in which another neighbor 
accosted Mr. Warren with a machete. 
The suspect was arrested and an 
investigation is in progress.

OutLoud: Mayor Dixon what do 
you do in you spare time?

Mayor Dixon: Besides spending 
time with my children, I am an avid 
athlete and I have quite a rigorous 
weekly fitness routine which refuels and 
energizes me.  
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By Kedrick Keys

An exploratory committee rally 
was held for Dana Owens’ bid for the 
11th district councilman on Tuesday, 
September 11th at Club Bunns located 

at 606 West Lexington St. at 7 p.m. 
Many gathered at this popular gay 
night spot awaiting Owens’ scheduled 
arrival. George Stewart, chairman of 
the exploratory committee, passed out 
flyers, while Helena, a volunteer, put the 

finishing touches on the room 
with red and white balloons. 

Attendees were festive 
and excited about the nights 
kick – off. People filled every 
available wall space and the 
main dance floor area. Signs 
reading “Run Dana Run – Bring 
Baltimore Back” hung around 
the bar with “Register Here to 
Vote Signs” flanking them. The 
establishment had transformed 
itself from a dance bar club 
into a political assemblage of 
like minds working towards a 
common goal.

Stewart opened the rally 
with a prayer. The atmosphere 
had a calm but spiritual zest 
when Stewart began to speak, 
“…inclusive not exclusive…, 
…we need a voice to speak 
for all and not for a few. Dana 
Owens will walk the walk and 
do the talk and win this race. I 

Bring Baltimore Back: Dana Owens Runs for the 11th District
am claiming it, he is my councilman. We 
are going to win this on a grass roots 
level by going door to door,” were just a 
few of the bookmarks mentioned for the 
success of this campaign.

Treasurer, volunteer recruiter and 
voters’ registration coordinator, A.D. 
Walker stated, “Our race is for the people. 
We hear your concerns about the rising 
cost of housing and poor conditions in 
our neighborhoods. And that of education 
and reform.” Anthony Pressley, Director 
of Community Resources for the Druid 
Heights Development Corporation, 
stated, “We have a strategy to winning 
this campaign. I’ve been working on 
campaigns for 15 years in Prince 
Georges and in Washington, D.C., 
so when I first learned that Dana was 
running I said to myself this is the best 
choice and the only choice we have.”

Owens entered shortly after 7 p.m. 
and immediately asks for a moment 
of silence. His speech was strong and 
concise, “I believe in a candidate that 
will stand behind health, education 
and housing issues. For the 20 years I 
have been visible in the business and 
political arena, I have worked to better 
these conditions in Baltimore. It is a 
councilman’s job to give its citizens a 
safe and clean place to live. Our police 
need to re – establish relations with 
their community. It’s about service. 
I have been in the community (the 
Black Gay community) for years, but I 
also live in the 11th district in Sandtown 
– Harlem Park. I know where the needs 
of the community lie. This is not a gay or 
straight campaign. Baltimore is a diverse 
community. I intend on addressing the 
entire community. 

One of numerous programs 
Owens would like to see implemented 
in Baltimore is an entrepreneurship 

programs targeting young males and 
females. Owens is 56 years old. He has 
been en entrepreneur and businessman 
for over 20 years. He has been a 
community activist for 24 years. Owens 
founded the Baltimore Black Gay Pride. 
He is a member of H.E.R.O., a member 
of the National Action Network, on the 
board of directors of Citizens Democrat 
Action Organization, Chapman of the 
Western District Community Association 
Organization, and a member of the local 
NAACP. Owens attended Baltimore 
City Public schools and is a member of 
Ebenezer AME. 

A formal announcement for the 
Owens’ run for office will be announced 
June 13 at 10:30 a.m. on the corners of 
Lexington and Eutaw streets. For more 
information on the Owens campaign 
please call the campaign headquarters 
at 443-806-9671 or contact them by e-
mail at exploratory07owens@yahoo.
com.

Dana Owens

The Walters Art Gallery will have 
the Gee’s Bend Quilts on view from 
June 15 – Aug. 26. Organized by the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, this 
exhibit features approximately 40 
brilliant and dynamic quilts made by 
39 African –American women living in 
the remote community of Gee’s Bend, 
Alabama. The exhibition explores the 
impact of architecture, environment, and 
traditional quilting motifs, and examines 
the structural patterns that appear to 
form the foundation of Gee’s Bend quilt 
making. The quilts, whose patterns have 
been handed down through generations, 
display bold colors and improvisational 
style that is reminiscent of 20th century 

minimalist art.
On Friday, June 15, the Walters 

will host a panel discussion and book 
signing with the Gee’s Bend quilters 
from 7 - 9 p.m. Admission is $10. On 
Sat., June 16, there will be an all day 
Gee’s Bend Community Day with 
activities, performances, and fun for the 
entire community. For more information, 
please contact The Walters Art Gallery 
at 410-547-9000 or visit their website at 
www.thewalters.org.

Gee’s Bend: The Architecture of
the Quilt at the Walters
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COME CELEBRATE PRIDE 
WEEKEND AT COCONUTS
Parking lot $3.00 ALL NIGHT!
Drink Specials ALL WEEKEND!!!
Friday June 15, Open 5 pm – 2am. $500 Cover (After 9pm)

KICK START YOUR PRIDE 
WEEKEND WITH DJ ROSIE
She’s back in town for this special event

Saturday June 16, Open 5 pm – 2am. $500 Cover
Dj (Daisy Dukes) Plays the Latest 
Hip-Hop & Top 40 Songs
Sunday June 17, Open 5 pm.  NO COVER
Dj (Daisy Dukes) starts at 6pm, 
playing Hip-Hop and Top 40
OUR KITCHEN SERVES A FULL MENU OF HOT 
AND COLD FOOD: Burgers, Seafood, Wings, 
Pizza, Salads, Etc. Eat in or carryout.

311 West Madison Street • 410.383.6064
(Walking Distance from the Pride Block Party)

HAPPY PRIDE!HAPPY PRIDE!

MEN AND WOMEN WELCOMED.  
MUST BE 21 YEARS OLD WITH VALID I.D.
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WWW.KEIFFERMITCHELL.COM

Changing 
Baltimore 
for the 
Better

Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Keiffer J. Mitchell, Jr., Dr. Keiffer J. Mitchell, Sr., Treasurer

Take 
Back our 
Schools

Revitalize 
Our 

Economy

Change 
How We 

Police

Happy Pride Day!

• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

AIRS
1800 N. Charles Street - Suite 910 Baltimore, MD 21201 

Tele:410-576-5070   Fax:410-576-5074   www.airshome.org

MISSION 
To provide residential services and a continuum of quality care 
and support that enhances the lives of low-income individuals 

and families with or at risk of HIV/AIDS.

Providing service-enriched housing to Baltimore’s HIV/AIDS community since 1987.

AIDS Interfaith ResidentialService, Inc. 
Owners of the Don Miller Houses

On Friday, June 29, at 7p.m., We 
Are Hip Hop Too (WAHHT) will host its 
first monthly showcase of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender female hip 
hop, spoken word and neo-soul artist. 
The event is scheduled to take place 
at The Five Seasons, located at 830 
Guilford Ave. 

WAHHT is a social organization 
created by K. Love the Infinite. The 
organizations mission is to help cultivate 
the development, visibility, and inclusion 
of out LGBTQQ hip hop, neo-soul, 

On June 24, from 2 – 5 p.m., The 
Creative Alliance at the Patterson will 
host KISS (Kickass Independent Song 
writer’s Showcase) a newly formed 
non-profit which promotes women in 
music. KISS promotes events around 
the country; however, this will be its first 
time appearing in Baltimore. 

By exposing the range and quality 
of female talent to the public through 
a variety of events, KISS’ mission is 
to promote and emphasize the quality 
and diversity of independent female 

Bob Roehr

Mary Cheney, 38, gave birth to 8 
lbs., 6 oz. Samuel David Cheney, at 9:46 
on the morning of May 23. It is the first 
child for Cheney and Heather Poe, her 
partner of 15 years. They have declared 
the pregnancy and birth a private matter 
and have declined to answer questions 
about it. 

It is the sixth grandchild for Vice 
President Dick Cheney and his wife 
Lynn, and the first to carry the Cheney 
surname. The White House released 
an official photo of Dick and Lynn with 
the infant, but none of the two parents. 
It was the same photo approach and 
caption information that was used when 
the veep became a grandpa in 2004 

and 2006
Much has been made of the fact 

that Mary and Heather reside in Great 
Falls, Virginia, a bucolic Washington 
suburb up the Potomac River, where 

KISS: An Independent Song 
Writer’s Showcase

musicians from around the globe. 
Founders of the Baltimore chapter, 
Susan Souza and Kristin Strohecker, are 
based out of Towson. You can visit their 
website for more information on events 
and membership at www.womenskiss.
org. 

Tickets are $12 for the general 
public and $10 for members of the 
Creative Alliance. For more information 
please contact The Creative Alliance at 
the Patterson at 410-276-1651.

We Are Hip Hop Too to Host 
Performance Showcase

and spoken word artist towards equal 
opportunity to thrive in the music industry. 
Workshops and seminars are provided 
in lyric writing, performance technique, 
and entrepreneurship. Tickets are $15 
in advance and $20 at the door. 

Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 
at the door. For more information please 
contact K. Love at 443-869-5329 or 
by e-mail at klovetheinfinite1@yahoo.
com. The web address is www.
wearehipohoptoo.com. 

Lynne and Dick Cheney 

Mary Cheney Delivers a Son

See Mary Cheney on page 40
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Parren James Mitchell dies on 
May 28, 2007 of pneumonia at Greater 
Baltimore Medical Center after being 
hospitalized for a week. He was 85. 
Mitchell was born in Baltimore on April 9, 
1922, the son of Clarence 
M. Mitchell, Sr. and Elsie 
Davis Mitchell. He was the 
first African – American 
elected to Congress from 
Maryland. He served the 
7th congressional district 
of Maryland from January 
3, 1971 to January 3, 
1987.

After graduating from 
Frederick Douglass High 
School, Mitchell entered 
the military. He served 
as an officer in the 92nd 
Infantry Division during World War II, 
during which time he was wounded and 
received the Purple Heart for wounds 
suffered in Italy. Mitchell received his 
bachelor’s degree from Morgan State 
University and his master’s degree from 
the University of Maryland, College 
Park. Mitchell had to sue the then 
segregated University of Maryland for 
admission to the graduate school. He 

won and became the first black person 
to enroll in the graduate programs at 
College Park.

Mitchell joined the Morgan State 
faculty and began his first attempts at 

Congress. It took to two 
attempts before Mitchell 
could unseat Samuel 
N. Friedel in the heavily 
Jewish 7th District. “He was 
an outstanding person. I 
was fortunate enough to 
have Mr. Mitchell as an 
instructor at Morgan. He 
was great teacher, a great 
civil rights advocate,” 
Bernadette Green told 
OutLoud. As one of the 
founding members of 
the Congressional Black 

Caucus, both he and his late brother, 
Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr., who was head 
of the NAACP’s Washington office and 
was one of Lyndon Johnson’s chief 
advisors in the civil rights movement, 
both fought for affirmative action and 
social justice for the nation’s minorities.

A Democrat and avowed liberal, 
Mitchell, even after retirement, remained 
engaged in the fight for civil rights. 

“There’s no getting off that train. You can’t 
say I’ve put five years in fighting racism 
and now I’m finished. No, you are not 
finished. Our job is to fight it every day, 
to continue to shove it down and when 
it rises up to shove down again even 
harder,” Mitchell said during a speech 
in 1989 to the Baltimore teacher’s union 
as reported by the Baltimore Sun.  

Mitchell was a champion amongst 
Black business owners during his 
16 years representing his Baltimore 
district. He made certain that Black 
owned businesses got their share of tax 
money spent on public works projects. 
He also brought attention to job biases 
on the Baltimore waterfront and 
promotion practices at Social Security 
in Woodlawn. “Parren Mitchell was a 
pioneer and visionary who challenged 
the status quo on equal opportunity 
and so much more. Because of his 
perseverance and diligence, the doors 
were opened for not only Blacked – 
owned and Black operated businesses 
but for everyone seeking a seat at the 
table called ‘access.’ I am blessed daily 
by his deeds,” Kevin Brown told OutLoud. 
Kevin Brown served as Director of 
Communications for Baltimore City 
Housing under Mayor Martin O’Malley’s 
administration. He now owns Station 
North Arts Café with business partner 
and lover, William Maughlin.

Baltimore Morns the Death of a 
Great Civil Rights Leader

Brother Help Thyself (BHT) has 
begun it’s grant process for 2007 grants.  
BHT gives grants to local 501(c)3 
organizations that provide services to 
those in the glbt or HIV/AIDS community.  
In the 2006 grant cycle, BHT reached a 
milestone in distributing over $2 million 
over the history of the organization. The 
requirements for grantees is that they 
are physically located in the Baltimore/
Washington metro area, have a total 
revenue of less than $2.0 million and 
are a non-profit organization under the 
IRS code for 501(c)3

Grant applications and instructions 
can be downloaded from the grants 
section at www.brotherhelpthyself.org.  
All grant applications are due by July 
11, at 3 p.m. Grants will be distributed 
on Saturday, January 26, 2008.

BHT Grant 
Process Begins

Parren James Mitchell
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday

Local Delivery 
Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

By Kedrick Keys

Antreasian Gallery in Hamden is 
showing Allyson Smith’s most recent 
paintings from June 5 -28 with an 
opening reception on June 8. Smith 
mixes a variety of expressionist traditions 
with more finely rendered work deeply 
rooted in her personal experiences as a 
mother, teacher, and wife in a committed 
25 year gay marriage.

Smith’s oils on canvas paintings all 
have a common theme of falling: falling 
in and out of love, falling out of societal 
norms, falling out of grace. Her paintings 
often appear in series. Most riveting 
is her series of paintings entitled “Gay 
Brides Take Up Guns”, yet not all of the 
paintings actually depict brides with guns 
such as the “Dance of the Partners”. 
Although the term “guns” may suggest a 
harsh reality, the backgrounds of these 
paintings are reproductions of antique 
wall paper featuring floral designs and 
bold vibrant strips. Smith told OutlLoud, 
“When George W. Busch announce in 
his State of the Union Address back in 
2003 or 2004 that he was going to band 
amendments for gay/lesbian marriage, I 
started painting this series.”

These paintings, along with new 
drawings, explore the tension of being 
female and gay within the context of 
contemporary culture that is too often 
male – dominated and limited to the 
heterosexual viewpoint. Smith’s works 
play engagingly with space, juxtaposition, 
flatness, and depth to create a unique 
visual experience. Glenn McNatt, of the 
Baltimore Sun, described the lesbian 
brides as, “a serious protest against gay 
– and – lesbian – bashing politicians 
as well as deliriously over – the – top 
parodies of the sanctity of marriage.” 

Smith’s personal narrative flows 
throughout this exhibit, although she 
realizes that her paintings are works of 
art not windows into some unknown void. 
She sketches her canvases completely 
around its frame to convey that her 

work is indeed an object and not a lens. 
“While each part of the narrative (in the 
paintings) has a specific meaning, I 
leave it up to the viewer to bring their own 
narrative to the painting. My paintings 
present the complexities of everyday 
life from a ‘side door’ of the house, 
using shock and humor to probe such 
topics as birth, sexual objectification, 
motherhood, loss of security, home, and 
refugees”, Smith says.     

The centerpiece of the show is a 
work entitled “Falling.” Smith recalls, 
“Falling is about my fall, when I felt lost 
and adrift, food for the fish. Traffic jams 
appear in this multifaceted painting, an 
inconvenience. They (traffic jams) are 
a metaphoric sign of my life. I always 
seem to be in them. Within the same 
painting, seaweed reaches for a falling 
women drifting down through the water 
towards a sea anemone.” For Smith 
this tragic female figure is a metaphor 
for the female “still life painters” who 
were banned from painting nudes in the 
16th century and were reduced to just 
painting flowers. The paintings, with its 
allegorical and dynamic juxtaposition, 
arrests and challenges the viewer. 

Smith attended Rhode Island 
School of Design in the Film and Video 
Department. She received her BFA in the 
department of Arts, Film and Television 
from New York University and her MFA 
from the Maryland Institute College 
of Art, Hoffberger School of Painting. 
Robert Antreasian, a Boston native, 
has lived in Baltimore for 20 years. 
An accountant by trade, Antreasian 
has owned the gallery for three years. 
“Hamden is a great neighborhood and a 
great venue for local artist,” Antreasian 
told OutLoud. The Gallery is located at 
1111 West 36th St. For more information 
please call 410-235-4420 or visit the 
website at www.antreasiangallery.com. 
Gallery hours are Wed. –Sat 11-7 and 
Sunday 10-5.

Falling From Grace: New 
Paintings from Allyson Smith

Allyson Smith
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday

����������������������������������������������

Jack’s Bistro exudes infectious good humor and free-spiritedness, which extend 
from the merry frontbar right back to the pass-through kitchen.

- Cit y Paper

Stelzenmuller’s dishes are more wildly imaginative than any other chef’s in 
Baltimore.
- The Sun

An element sorely lacking in the local restaurant scene has finally  
come to town. No, two elements: fun and....chutzpah.

- Baltimore Magazine

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm–2am • Kitchen is open 5pm–1am

”

A N   E V E R Y D A Y   C O A S T A L   B I S T R O
W H E R E   C H E F S   C O M E   T O   E A T

“

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch - 11am – 2.30pm
Private Party Rooms Available

21 N Eutaw Street
(Across the street from the Hippodrome Theatre)
www.maggiemoores.com • 410-837-2100
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See Beltway on page 18
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Remember why we WALK

Sunday, June 10th, 2007
Druid Hill Park
410.685.WALK

www.heroaidswalk.org

Sunday, June 10th, 2007
Druid Hill Park
410.685.WALK

www.heroaidswalk.org

Join usJoin us

** call and have a pledge sheet mailed to you today, or print one out from our website **
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When it must be absolutely clean  
& You won’t settle for less call

Michael 410-426-1628 for FREE Estimates!

I am not mad at You. 
I am mad at the dirt!

Continued from page 16
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The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles St – Federal Hill  •  410-468-0550

www.therowantree.net
(OPEN DAILY 12:00 NOON TILL 2:00 AM)

BALTIMORE’S MOST DIVERSE AND SOPHISTICATED NITE SPOT

Spend a Relaxing Evening in Our Deco Lounge or 
Party Hardy in Our Private Game Room

- Fri. June 15th KARAOKE W/ SHAWNNA ALEXANDER
 Pride Kick-Off Party W/ Baltimore’s Queen Of Comedy

- Sat. June 16th KARAOKE PARTY FOLLOWING PRIDE PARADE W/ JOSH
 Hit The Block Party Then Hit The Tree for an Evening of Partying w/ Baltimore’s Best

- Fri June 22nd CANCUN – TEQUILA BASH 
 It’s s Bit of Mexico in Baltimore Featuring All Primo Tequilas at a Discount

- Sat June 30th INDEPENDENCE WEEK PARTY 
 Stop in Wearing Daisy Dukes and Wife Beater Shirts and Kick Off the Holiday and  
 Your First Drink is on The House 

DAILY AT THE TREE
Happy Hour Prices Every Day Noon Till 8:00 Pm  •  $1.00 Drafts All Day Till 8:00 pm

Saturday 2-4-1 Happy Hour Till 9:00 pm  • Karaoke Hosted Every Saturday @ 10:00 pm 
Free Pool And Shuffle Bowl On Sundays Open To Close All Summer Long 

Private Parties With Advance Notice  •  Off Street Parking With Advance Notice
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By Kedrick Keys

Gioia Bruno, formerly one – third 
of the chart topping group Expose, will 
perform at Grand Central on Wed., June 
13 at 9 pm. Gioia, pronounced, Joy – a, 
kicks off Flashback Wednesday, a 70’s 
and 80’s  retro dance party featuring 
Washington, D.C.’s DJ, Jason Royce. 
This event is unique in many respects. 
Gioia, as she is most commonly known, 
is taking a break from her extensive 
tour to visit Baltimore; and as part of 
a planned nationwide Flashback club 
tour, Royce is adding Baltimore’s Grand 
Central to his list of clubs to host this 
truly unique retro dance event.

Expose ruled the 80’s and late 
90’s with their hit songs, “Come Go 
With Me”, “Let Me Be The One”, “Tell 
Me Why”, and the hit ballad “Seasons 
Change.” When at the peak of their 
career doctors discovered an inoperable 
tumor on Gioia vocal cords. This was a 
devastating blow to the beautiful singer 
known for her strong powerhouse voice. 
Doctors informed the singer she would 
never perform again, but perseverance 
paid off.

Gioia voice is back and stronger 
than ever. Now a solo artist her first 
release is the club anthem “Free To Be” 
and how fitting an anthem for Baltimore’s 
upcoming Pride weekend June 16 – 17. 
OutLoud spoke with Gioia from her 
home in New York City.

OutLoud: What inspired the lyrics 
for your latest single “Free To Be”?

Gioia: “Free To Be” was inspired 
by Mark Villa, my brother in – law. He 
was diagnosed with AIDS in 1983. three 
months after he and my sister married. 
There was so little known about AIDS 
at the time. As a family we did all we 
could to support him and my sister. He 
was a remarkable man with nothing but 
positive energy. He stayed that way until 
he moved on in 1993.

OutLoud: Why do you think the glbt 
community still supports you and your 
music?

Gioia: Is there any other community? 
I think they support it because they like 
it! If they didn’t they wouldn’t. It doesn’t 
matter where you’re from; who you are; 
what you’re sexual preference is. Music 
is music.

OutLoud: What plans are in the 
works for your career?

Gioia: I’m presently on tour with my 
group Expose. You can find our schedule 
at www.Exposeonline.net. As far as what 
I’m doing on my own? I’ve just signed a 
deal with Harlequin Records for a single 

called “Higher”. It’s a remake of “Your 
Love is Lifting Me Higher” with remixes 
from the Perry Twins, Eddie Baez, Chris 
Cox, and Arenna. It’s scheduled for 
release in late June.

OutLoud: Are you performing at 
any gay prides this year?

Gioia: Prides!! Of course!! I’ll be 
performing at Columbus Pride, Hartford 
Pride, and Tucson Pride. We’re still 
booking dates, so check the schedule 
for updates.

“Baltimore has been on my list of 
cities for quite some time now. I’m very 
excited for the Baltimore party and to 
have Gioia on board as a performer. 
People should expect a great time no 
matter their age”, Royce told OutLoud. 
Royce, voted by the Washington Blade 
as Best DJ for 2005 and 2006, has a 
regular appearance at D.C.’s Flashback 
Party, hosted at Cobalt every Tuesday 
evening. For the last five and half 
years, Royce has been spinning for the 
progressive D.C. glbt community and 
risen to the helm in this dance music 
genre. In addition to Cobalt, Royce also 
appears in York, PA., although, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Provincetown are 
among his most recent gigs. For more 
information on the retro dance party 
please contact Grand Central at 410-
752-7133 or visit their website at www.
centralstationpub.com.  

Retro Dance Party 
Featuring Exposé’s Gioia

Gioia Bruno
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Baltimore City Council Members
Wish All a Happy Pride!

President 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
410-396-4804 
CouncilPresident@baltimorecity.gov

3rd District/Council Vice-President  
Robert Curran 
410-396-4812 
rcurran@baltimorecitycouncil.com

1st District 
James B. Kraft 
410-396-4821 
jkraft@baltimorecitycouncil.com

5th District 
Rochelle “Rikki” 
Spector 
410-396-4819 
rspector@baltimorecitycouncil.com

6th District 
Sharon Green 
Middleton 
410-396-4832 
smiddleton@baltimorecitycouncil.com

7th District 
Belinda Conaway 
410-396-4810 
bconaway@baltimorecitycouncil.com

8th District 
Helen Holton 
410-396-4818 
hholton@baltimorecitycouncil.com

11th District
Keiffer Jackson 
Mitchell
410-396-4816
kmitchell@baltimorecitycouncil.com
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the Internet, an infinite 
amount of resources 
are available to those 
seeking information on 
gay and lesbian life.

Attitudes towards 
gays and lesbians 
are improving and 
reached a high-water 
mark according to a 
Gallup poll taken last 
month. The nation’s 
younger generation is 
leading the way. They 
constitute the beacon 
for the rest of society 
to follow. 

We should enter 
Pride with the optimism 

from what we have accomplished as a 
diverse community and as individuals 
and how we will succeed in the future. 
There will be battles lost and won over 
the years, but the tide is with us. 

The heroes of Stonewall helped 
make all this possible. That is their 
legacy. And this is our Pride.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.
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Fortunately today’s generation 
of lgbt folks do not have to face the 
conditions that pre-dated the historic 
Stonewall Riots that began June 27, 
1969. In fact, this new generation wasn’t 
even born then.

Frequent bar raids occurred with 
police demanding ID’s under the threat 
of arrest. Entrapment by the police was 
astonishingly commonplace especially 
in “cruising areas.” So was blackmail. 

Names of the arrested were 
published in the newspapers: Jobs 
lost. Tenants evicted from apartments. 
Families torn apart. 

Gays were beaten up by straights 
with alarming frequency. They purposely 
sought out queers to beat up outside gay 
establishments. Same-sex dancing was 
prohibited, as was touching. Sodomy 
was criminal behavior. 

Mafia-owned bars serving 
overpriced watered down drinks whose 
owners often worked in collusion with 
the police and cared not one bit about 
the gays and lesbians who were their 
customers as long as they can make 
money off of them. Thugs acting as bar 
bouncers roughed up drunken gays.

There were no laws on the books 
to protect against discrimination 
in employment, housing or public 
accommodations. Homosexuals were 
banished from the military following 
sadistic witch-hunts. 

There were no domestic partner 
benefits or any rights based on same-
sex relationships at major corporations 
and few universities. There were no 
openly gay elected officials, and anyone 
in the public eye remained in the closet. 
No officeholder supported an end to 
the harassment, much less advocated 
for equality. The thought of marriage 
between same-sex partners didn’t even 
exist.

A television show with a major gay 
character was unthinkable, as well as 
an openly gay actor. Any gay characters 
portrayed in movies were either 
depressed, suicidal, flamboyant or a 
victim of some sort. There were few, if 
any, gay-related periodicals.

Homosexuality was viewed as a 
psychological disorder; queers were 
considered sick and fair game by a 
hostile, homophobic society. Most chose 

to remain in the closet. 
This was pre-Stonewall.
As we prepare to gather for the 

annual Pride parade, block party, and 
festival in the park, it may be difficult for 
the younger members of the community 
to relate to such pre-Stonewall 
conditions. While that is good for them, 
it is important that they reflect upon the 
courage of their brothers and sisters 
from earlier generations who helped 
pave the way for a much smoother gay 
experience.

The Stonewall Riots occurred 
in New York’s Greenwich Village on 
a sultry Friday night-early Saturday 
morning and lasted on and off for the 
better part of a week. It resulted from the 
second police raid of that week at the 
Stonewall Inn, New York’s largest gay 
club. The patrons, many of which were 
transvestites and young homeless gay 
men and hustlers, resisted the police’s 
actions inside the club. 

As patrons were being expelled 
from the bar, chaos developed in the 
streets immediately outside. The crowd 
swelled to hundreds, and many began 
hurling bottles, bricks and other objects 
as well as an uprooted parking meter 
towards the police vehicles and the 
bar itself. The embattled police, who 
never encountered such resistance to 
any previous raids, were forced to take 
refuge inside the Stonewall Inn until 
reinforcements showed up.

Although the riots received relatively 
little play in New York’s daily newspapers 
at the time, this became a turning 
point—a seminal event—in the long and 
frustrating struggle for gay and lesbian 
rights. By the courageous actions of 
these individuals—often maligned and 
shunned as fringe people by even the 
gay community—a statement was made 
that “enough is enough.”

The ensuing commemorative 
marches, parades and festivals that 
have been celebrated around the world 
since 1970 have emboldened the lgbt 
community to come out and stop being 
ashamed of who we are. 

Yes, it is true that footage focusing 
on the more bizarre costumes that are 
typically on display at such celebrations 
have been used by religious extremists 
and political opponents to denigrate the 

gay community. They 
have been tools in the 
effort to keep us down, 
often succeeding. 

But on balance 
the parades and other 
events are beneficial. 
They are an affirmation 
of our self-identity. The 
gruesome conditions 
of pre-Stonewall gay 
America that were 
described earlier have 
virtually flipped around 
in the decades that 
followed.

While we have had 
to endure a phenomenal 
amount of setbacks 
politically during this period—including 
the politicizing of HIV/AIDS—we have 
come so far as a community it defies 
imagination. We have evolved from 
merely seeking tolerance to seeking 
acceptance, and now full equality will 
hopefully be within our grasp some day.

Since those riots support groups 
and political advocacy organizations 
abound. With the publication of 
countless gay and lesbian newspapers, 
books and magazines and the advent of 

The Legacy of Stonewall
We celebrate Pride because of the courage 
of heroes 38 years ago
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The Pride of Aging
In this day of celebrating youth 

and its illusions of beauty, most of us 
approach aging with negative hesitation 
and reluctant anticipation. Our society 
seems to bemoan the virtues of aging 
with contempt and reluctance. Salt and 
pepper laced encyclopedias containing 
volumes of wisdom and knowledge are 
oftentimes discounted for glossed over 
Clif Notes. The truth be told, aging is 
a natural law of life. All things are born 
and then they begin to die. Each step of 
life is a further progression towards the 
end of the life span. All of nature ages, 
and we are no exception.  Aging is an 
adventure; a revelation of something 
new, exciting and wonderful. Growth 
has many facets, benefits and delights. 
We should look forward to the future 
with enthusiasm.  

There comes a day when the need 
to respond to endless emails, time/
activities management manipulations, 
and the yesterdays deadlines have 
to be set aside. To know how to grow 
older is a masterwork of wisdom, and 
one of the most challenging chapters 
in the great art of living. Given three 
requisites-means of existence, 

reasonable health, and an absorbing 
interest-those years chosen as golden 
can be the happiest and most satisfying 
of a lifetime. Remember, everyone is 
not blessed with sustained aging and 
age has it compensations.  

What the human race needs is 
a new pattern for living. Imagine the 
changed outlook of an individual who 
planned to retire at fifty or sixty and 
spend the next thirty years in travel, 
painting studying or teaching. For many, 
the present plan is to retire at sixty-five, 
then sit in the sun in few years while the 
body dies. Why shouldn’t the body die 
when infested with a dying mind?

Each year, we should be more 
joyful than ever before, because we 
have fewer years ahead in which to be 
joyful. As we grow older, it is important 
to us that every hour be as rich with 
value and beauty as possible. We 
cannot afford to allow one minute to 
go by that does not bring wisdom, love 
and beauty into our lives. Some lives, 
like evening primroses, blossom most 
beautifully in the evening of life.

When the great finals come, ask 
See Pride of Aging on page 33
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By Meredith Moise

By now you have heard that most 
lgbt folks believe hip hop is homophobic. 
If you listen to hip hop, you may think that 
most artists are raging homophobes. 
From the blatant epithets to obvious 
references to gays, hip hop may seem 
anti gay from the outside. However, 
there is a stealth movement afoot to 
make hip hop more inclusive of all of its 
elements. Since its inception, gay men 
and lesbians have played an integral 
part in this global art form. Gay men 
and lesbians have been in front of the 
microphone and on the stage as artists 
and performers. They have also been 
behind the scenes, propagating the art 
form from its roots in the Bronx, New 
York to its worldwide proliferation today.  

K. Love the Infinite represents a 
new breed of out hip hop artists, willing 
to tell her life’s truth within the context 
of hip hop culture. K. Love, a native 
Washingtonian, now lives in Baltimore 
with her partner and fellow artist, 
Fatimah Odebe. She tells OUTloud 
how she views the art as an agent of 
truth and change and how gay people 
are speaking their own truth through the 
medium of hip hop.  

OUTloud: When did you first hear 
hip hop? 

K. Love the Infinite: I think I was 
like 7 or 8. I was staying with family for 
the summer in Houston, TX and my older 
cousins kept playing Salt and Pepa over 
and over and over...I got hooked then.

OUTloud: Is there is difference 
between rap and hip hop? 

K. Love: Mos def! Rap is a technical 
term...it describes the act of putting 
together phrases that rhyme to a beat. 
It’s a skill that can be taught that anyone 
can do. A lot of people think rap is 
synonymous with hip hop but it’s not. 
Hip hop isn’t a skill, nor is it just music. 

It’s culture. Culture is the passing on of 
a society’s beliefs, arts, traditions, etc. 
from one generation to the next. Hip 
hop includes rap, since it’s a skill honed 
to express our culture, but so is jazz, 
spoken word, soul, dance, art, fashion 
etc. 

OUTloud: Do you think hip hop is 
anti gay by nature? Why or why not? 

K. Love: Yes and no. I do think 
hip hop has traditionally been less 
accepting of lgbtqq people. More so 
than other genres-like I can name out 
lgbtqq artist in rock, alternative, folk, 
even pop...but can’t think of any hip hop 
artist. I wouldn’t say it’s natural though. 

To say its natural may seem like it’s 
permanent. I think hip hop has adopted 
anti-gay, homophobic, or ‘don’t ask don’t 
tell’ policies out of default more than 
anything else. Hip Hop culture has been 
stolen, packaged, and re-sold to those 
of us who are in the culture...so maybe 
it’s the people doing the packaging that 
has encouraged these policies...who 
knows. I just know it needs to change. 
At one point it was wrong to be Black, 
so we had to suppress our culture. And 
it was wrong to be a woman...so we had 
to suppress our power...and it’s wrong 
to be lgbtqq -- so we have to suppress 
our sexuality - history has proven that 
suppression doesn’t work. Hip Hop will 
change. We just need to demand it to.

OUTloud: Why did you start “We 
Are Hip Hop Too!”? What are your 
goals? 

K. Love: I started WAHHT! For one 
reason, I don’t want other lgbtqq artist 
to suffer like I did growing up. For years, 
after I came out, I had lost hope in doing 
my music full time because I didn’t have 
any role models…didn’t see any other 
women rapping about loving women…I 
didn’t think that I’d be supported in the 
industry to live well through my craft, 
unless I tried to be something I wasn’t. 

My goals are three-fold: I want to 
help show the music industry that there 
is an untapped pool of talent within Hip 
Hop that deserves the resources that 
straight (or pretending to be straight 
artist) get, and to encourage them to 
get on the ball with providing those 
resources, cuz if they don’t then we 
(lgbtqq community) will. Just because 
they can’t market us the same way they 
market their other artists doesn’t mean 
we’re not marketable at all. 

The 2nd goal is to encourage lgbtqq 
Hip Hop artists, especially lgbtqq female 
Hip Hop artists to align with WAHHT! 
So that we can establish ourselves as 

a driving force in the music industry. 
(When I say Hip Hop I’m talking about 
rap, spoken word, and neo-soul- there’s 
no difference to me.) Major record labels 
won’t take the risk on us until we prove 
that we have a market. This means we 
have to come together, and help each 
other to continue to develop our craft 
as lyricists and as professionals to 
find, establish, and maintain a market 
of supporters to make it happen.  
The 3rd goal is to encourage supporters 
of lgbtqq female artists to come to the 
events, buy the CDs and downloads, 
wear the t-shirts, and give time, money 
and resources to our artist in hip hop 
culture. Without the audience, we (as 
artists) cease to exist. 

OUTloud: There has been alot of 
talk about certain female artists in 
hip hop being gay. Do you think that 
helps or hurts gays in hip hop? 

K. Love: I definitely feel like it hurts 
hip hop as a whole and it hurts all of the 
lgbtqq community. Hip hop is a powerful 
force that has affected the entire world, 
such as has black music historically. So 
much so, that the attitudes and beliefs 
that are put out there set the tone for 
the next generation. With so much 
power behind hip hop, denying one’s 

sexuality just re-enforces the cycle. The 
choices we make as artists don’t just 
affect us…its affects the world. So then 
we get another generation of repressed, 
depressed, un-empowered people 
that have to fight the same struggle 
we as African Americans and/or we 
as lgbtqq women have had to fight for 
generations. 

OUTloud: How big is the gay 
hip hop scene in the Baltimore/
Washington DC? 

K. Love: I believe it’s as big as the 
entire lgbtqqa community in Baltimore/
Washington DC. Hip Hop has affected all 
of us to some degree. If you don’t rhyme, 
you probably draw, or dance, or sing, or 
DJ, or do hair, or make clothes, or like to 
listen to the music, or the poetry, or in the 
business, or something…everybody’s 
is like 0-1 degree away from Hip Hop. 
That’s what’s so great about Hip Hop. It 
crosses all age, gender, class, and race 
lines. Everybody is Hip Hop. Do you 
consider yourself an artist? 

OUTLoud: True Indeed! An artist 
is defined as a person whose trade 
or profession requires knowledge 
of design….That’s definitely me. I’ve 
decided to dedicate all my energy 
into my two trades…that of a lyricists 
and that of a business woman. Both 
which take creative skill and design. 

We hear that you are starting a 
gay hip hop showcase. Who will you 
feature at these showcases? 

K. Love: Yeah! I’m very excited 
about this showcase. It will feature only 
lgbtqqa hip hop, neo-soul, R&B, and 
spoken word artist monthly. This isn’t 
an open mic…this is an event, a show, 
where lgbtqq artist who are dedicated 
to their craft get to shine in front of an 
audience that completely accepts their 
sexuality and welcomes the honesty 
in their expression. The Kick Off event 
will be at The 5 Seasons in Baltimore 
– June 29th at 7pm. There’ll also be 
an after party to celebrate the launch 
of WAHHT! Featured artist for the first 
show include artist from DC, Bmore, NY 
& VA. Check out the website for the line 
up www.WeAreHipHopToo.com 

OUTLoud: Is there a large demand 
for gay hip hop? 

K. Love: There’s a large demand 
for equality in all areas of life for gay 
people. I think the demand for gay hip 
hop will be large. Listeners might not be 
demanding it right now, but I don’t think 
it’s because it’s not wanted. Lgbtqq 
women flock to Meshell Ndegencello’s, 
and Stacy Ann Chin concerts not only 
because they are good artist, but also 
because we resonate with their stories 
and songs at a deep level, maybe even 
deeper than an artist who’s not lgbtqq. 
With Hip Hop being as powerful and 

Is Queer Hip Hop an Oxymoron?:
Conversations with Rap Artist K. Love the Infinite

See K. Love on page 47
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Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

A Welcoming Congregation with open 
hearts, open minds, and open doors

We welcome traditional and non-traditional families 
to the life of our congregation.

We’d love to have your children and youth  
participate in our church school for children and 

youth from cribbery through grade 12.

Grace United Methodist Church

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit 
of justice and resistance of oppression

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway  

410-433-6650  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

����������������
Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

��������������������

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������

��������������
���������������

������ Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

We welcome all who will walk our 
path of faith with us!

Our unique ministry includes an affirming 
outreach to gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 

transgendered persons.

Join us in Laurel, MD Sunday evenings at 
6:30pm, meeting at

Oaklands Presbyterian Church

Visit our website 
www.newcovenantmcc.org 

for information

Continued on next pageGOT
NEWS?

Send it to 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. If you are uninsured, ask about our sliding fee scale.

• General Adult Medical Care 

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

NOW TAKING NEW PATIENTS
AT OUR COLUMBIA LOCATION

Chase Brexton Health Services welcomes
you to our new office at 5500 Knoll North
Drive. A health facility offering primary
medical care and mental health services in
an open, welcoming environment is now
at your doorstep.

• General Adult Medical Care

• Mental Health Services

• Pediatric Medicine

BREX Mental b columbia  4/25/07  12:32 PM  Page 1

Dear Dr. Eva,
I spent last weekend at Rehoboth 

Beach, forgot to bring a hat, and got 
serious (blistering) sunburn on my face 
and scalp (one more bad thing about 
going bald.) What can I do for this? 
A peeling head is going to be really 
attractive.

Red Dome
Dear Red,

There’s no known way to make 
sunburn heal faster. Taking aspirin or 
ibuprofen (Motrin) and applying over-
the-counter 1% hydrocortisone cream 
will decrease the redness- the faster 
this is started, the better it will work. 
Don’t use antihistamines like Benadryl 
Cream on the skin:  they don’t help, 
and they often cause allergic reactions. 
Many people use cocoa butter creams 

to decrease the peeling and make it less 
visible. 

The most important thing is to protect 
your skin until it completely heals. To 
keep from  worsening the damage by re-
burning the injured skin, wear a hat with 
a wide brim all the way around, not just 
a billed baseball-type cap,. Repeated 
burning will permanently damage your 
skin, accelerate aging, and increase the 
risk of skin cancer.

Dr. Eva 

Dear Dr. Eva,
Is it true that if you wash right after 

touching poison ivy you won’t get the 
rash?

No Gloves Gardener 

Dear Dr. Eva,

Summer Tips: Managing 
Sunburn and Poison Ivy 

Can you get poison ivy from the 
smoke when it is burned? Can it affect 
the lungs? 

Sensitive
Dear No Gloves, Dear Sensitive,

This is a good time to discuss poison 
ivy: the bright green leaves are growing 
well after the recent rains. Poison ivy 
leaves can have varying shapes, but they 
are often shiny and they always grow in 
a pattern of three leaves per stem. (Girl 
Scout saying: “Leaves of three? Let it 
be.”)  The rash is an allergic reaction to 
the oil that gives the leaves their shiny 
appearance. This oil is present in the 
roots and stems of the plants, as well as 
in the leaves. 

About 75% of people are sensitive 
to poison ivy oil and will develop the rash 
if they come in contact with it. The other 
one in four people can come in contact 
with poison ivy over and over, and never 
get a rash. (That’s the right person to 
clear out the weeds in the back yard!) 

Poison ivy rash and itching often 
is not noticed until a day or two after 
contact with the oil. The rash starts as 
red bumps in lines or patches, wherever 
the oil touched the skin. In severe 
cases, blisters develop. Sensitivity to 
poison ivy, like other allergies, is partly 
genetic and tends to run in families. 

If the parents have severe reactions, 
the children are likely to have severe 
rashes too. A person who is sensitive 
to poison ivy can get the rash without 
ever touching the plant.  People have 
gotten poison ivy from plant oil on pets’ 
fur, clothing, garden tools, lawn furniture 
and sports equipment.  People who are 
very sensitive to poison ivy can have 
skin and lip rashes or swelling if they 
touch or eat plants related to poison 
ivy, which include cashew, mango and 
gingko.

The rash can be avoided by 
thoroughly washing the skin with soap 
within 10 minutes of contact with the 
oil. After 10 minutes, 50% of the oil will 
remain on the skin no matter how hard 
you scrub. All the clothes worn when the 
person was in contact with the plants 
should be taken off as soon as possible, 
sealed in a plastic bag to keep from 
spreading the oil, and washed with soap 
before being worn again.

Poison ivy is not contagious like 
an infection. The fluid seeping from a 
blistering poison ivy rash will not cause a 
rash in someone else. However, poison 
ivy oil can be spread from the skin of 
one person to another if the skin has not 
been washed.

See Dr. Eva on page 33
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Club 1722
1722 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 
www.myspace.com/club1722 • 410-547-8423

The Party Continues 
Afterwards at 
Club 1722 with dj Ed Bailey
                                                                        (resident DJ, Nation, DC) 

GET YOUR DISCOUNT GAY CARD from your favorite staff member. 

Baltimore Pride Closing 

TEA DANCE
Ladies, Guys and everyone in between, 

this event is for YOU!

8pM-2am No Cover 8PM-10pm  
with  DJ Stevie P. 

Sunday, June 17th

Redwood Trust
200 East Redwood Street, Baltimore, MD
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INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street,

on Friday, June 8th for your chance to receive a
pass, good for two, to an advance screening.

No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One pass per
person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible.

Rated R for language and some violence.

OPNES IN THEATRES JUNE 22

&

����������������������
���������������
�����������

Allison Scott (Heigl) is an up-and-
coming entertainment journalist whose 
24-year-old life is on the fast track. 
But it gets seriously derailed when a 
drunken one-nighter with slacker Ben 
Stone (Rogen) results in an unwanted 
pregnancy. Faced with the prospect of 
going it alone or getting to know the 
baby’s father, Allison decides to give the 
lovable doof a chance.

Ahh, the outrageous R-rated 
comedy!  Ever since American Pie first 
burst onto the scene, the raunchy R-
rated comedy, not seen since probably 
the early 80s, was reborn. Since then, 
not all of them have been good (most 
have been bad rip-offs of “Pie”), but 
writer and director Judd Apatow, 
beloved by many for his less than 
successful forays into television (Freaks 
and Geeks, Undeclared) brought some 
originality and real bawdiness to the 

genre with The 40-Year-Old Virgin – and 
made Steve Carrell and bona fide star in 
the process.  

Apatow is also fond of working with 
his friends, so his movies are filled with 
cast members from his TV shows and, 
most notably, Paul Rudd and Leslie 
Mann (Apatow’s wife). In Knocked Up, 
Apatow has given solid supporting actor 
Rogen his first lead role, and it’s the role 
Rogen was born to play (hopefully he 
won’t get typecast).  

Rogen’s Ben is the epitome of the 
word slacker. He doesn’t work (and 
starting up a website that points out 
moments of female nudity in film and 
video really doesn’t count because 
his friends are doing all of the “work”), 
he smokes a lot of weed, and he has 
absolutely no responsibilities.  

Allison, on the other hand, is a no-
nonsense career-driven woman who 
has finally gotten her big break as on-air 
talent for the E! channel. The two have 
nothing in common, but a celebratory 
night with too much alcohol and some 

miscommunication comes back to 
haunt Allison eight weeks later when 
she discovers she’s pregnant. She 
decides to keep the baby (and keep the 
pregnancy a secret from her bosses) 
and contacts Ben to give him the news. 
Surprisingly, Ben is supportive and 
sensitive and Allison, who never knew 
Ben until that fateful night, thinks they 
may actually be able to make a go of a 
relationship.  

While staying with Ben, an 
earthquake rocks California and she 
discovers that not only is he stoned 
again, but he hasn’t even read the baby 

books he swore he would. This is enough 
for Allison to end the relationship, but 
there just might be some part of Ben 
that really is that sweet and sensitive 
guy she thought he was in the beginning 
– but can he prove it to her?

Knocked Up is a terrifically acted 
comedy, and extremely well-written and 
directed. Apatow has a knack for casting 
his roles perfectly, and while Rogen fits 
into the role quite easily, it’s a bit of a 
surprise that Heigl, better-known now 
from Grey’s Anatomy (but a favorite 
of mine since Roswell) manages the 

Knocked Up Is a Knock-out!
Knocked Up
Cast: Seth Rogen; Katherine Heigl; Paul 

Rudd; Leslie Mann; Jason Segel
Director: Judd Apatow

See Film on page 38
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www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Hot Summer Nights at

Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Baltimore

410-649-1660 or 1-866-99TOBYS
Located in the newly remodeled

Best Western Hotel & Conference Center

5625 O’Donnell Street • Baltimore, MD  21224

Call or visit our website for more information!

June 16 - August 19

Outloud 6-07

The story of the
Class of ‘58 at
Rydell High, where
the Burger Palace
Boys and the Pink
Ladies defined
what was cool,
featuring Greased
Lightnin’, Summer
Nights, and Born
to Hand Jive.

��������
By Ben Ryland
Contributing Writer

Gerald Alessandrini was an 
unemployed New York actor in 1982. He 
had written some musical parodies of 
Broadway showtunes for a nightclub act 
but then decided to assemble them in 
a full evening revue entitled Forbidden 
Broadway. Twenty Five years later 
he is still creating annual versions 
encompassing the new shows of the 
season along with classics.

The national tour of Forbidden 
Broadway-SVU will be presented at 
Towson University in the Stephens Hall 
theatre on June 30 for one performance 
only. Tickets are $36 and are now on sale 
at the box office, phone (410-704-2787) 
or online at www.towson.edu/spas.

This year’s touring addition includes 
parodies of Avenue Q and it’s puppets, 
the witches of Wicked, Billy Joel’s 
Movin Out and old favorites, Little Shop 
of Horrors, Les Miz, Beauty and the 
Beast, The Lion King, and Chicago. 
Rounding out the laugh-filled evening 
is Mel Brook’s The Producers, Mamma 
Mia, and lots more Broadway past and 
present.

The talent cast will bring Brooke 

Shields, Bernadette Peters, Liza Minnelli, 
Hugh Jackman, Harvey Fierstein, Ethel 
Merman and Carol Channing to life in 
wicked impersonations. 

Forbidden Broadway has been seen 
all over the country and internationally 
in London and Tokyo in its many 
incarnations. Entertainment Weekly 
magazine proclaimed: “There is no 
Broadway like Forbidden Broadway.”

But Alessandrini obvious loves the 
theatre and so does Towson University 
for bringing this wonderful production to 
Baltimore. Don’t miss it.

Sunday June 10 the 2007 Broadway 
Tony Awards will be broadcast on CBS. 
Make your choices of the winners in the 
following seven categories and email 
them to: STAGESBALTI@ AOL.COM 
before the start of the 8 p.m. telecast. 
The entry(s) with the most correct 
guesses will win a pair of tickets to 
see Forbidden Broadway at Towson 
University on June 30. In the event 
that more than one entrant has the 
most correct picks, a random drawing 
of those tied entries will determine the 
single winner. Any entries received after 
8 p.m. on 6/10/07 will not be eligible and 
only one pair of tickets will be given. 
This contest is being offered to readers 
of – The Avenue and Baltimore Outloud. 
Only one entry per person. The winner 
will be contacted by email.
Best Musical

Curtains
Grey Gardens
Mary Poppins
Spring Awakening

Best Play
The Coast of Utopia
Frost/Nixon
The Little Dog Laughed

Towson University Hosts 
Forbidden Broadway on June 30

You Can Win Two Tickets to See Forbidden Broadway
Radio Golf

Best Revival of a Play
Inherit the Wind
Journey’s End
Talk Radio
Translations

Best Revival of a Musical
The Apple Tree
A Chorus Line
Company
110 in the Shade

Best Performance/Actress/Musical
Laura Bell Bundy – Legally Blonde
Christine Ebersole – Grey Gardens
Audra McDonald – 110 in the 

Shade
Debra Monk – Curtains
Donna Murphy – LoveMusik

Best Performance/Actor/Musical
Michael Cerveris – LoveMusik
Raul Esparza – Company
Jonathan Groff – Spring Awakening
Gavin Lee – Mary Poppins
David Hyde Pierce – Curtains

Best Musical Score (available on CD)
Curtains*
Grey Gardens*
Legally Blonde
Spring Awakening*
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yourself five questions. First: What 
did I accomplish in the world with my 
power? Two: How did I help those in 
need? Three: What legacy did I leave 
the world? Fourth: How did I raise my 
conscious awareness for the next cycle 
of life? Fifth: What did I bring into this 
new world which will be of use here?

As noted author, activist, founder 
of Gay Men’s Health Crisis and ACT 
UP, Larry Kramer so wonderfully puts 
it, “No one likes to be told to grow up. 
It’s insulting. But these are always 
the answers. They will always be the 
answers. The only answers. There will 
never be any other answers. Grow 
up. Behave responsibly. Fight for your 
rights. Take care of yourself and each 
other. Be proud of yourself. Be proud 
you are gay. One of the privileges of 
getting old is having less patience for 
the many problems I had myself when 
young.

Rickie Green is founder of The 
Portal, Baltimore African American 
Same Gender Loving Community 
Center. rgreen@theportalbmore.org. E-
zine: www.theportalbmore online.org.

Poison ivy oil is vaporized when 
plants are burned or crushed by 
lawnmowers and weed-whackers. Air-
borne oil can cause widespread skin 
reactions, but does not cause lung 
problems. Very sensitive people can 
get a rash just from walking near the 
plants, from oil carried on the breeze. If 
you think you may have walked through 
smoke from poison ivy or been too close 
to the plants, a prompt and thorough 
shower with lots of soap is your best 
defense. 

Dr.Eva

Eva Hersh is Acting Chief Medical 
Officer  at Chase Brexton Health 
Services. Send your comments and 
questions to her by email at publisher@ 
baltimoreoutloud.com, or by surface 
mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase Brexton 
Health Services, 1001 Cathedral St., 
Baltimore, MD 21201.

Pride of Aging
Continued from page 24

Dr. Eva
Continued from page 24

BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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Gwen Stefani, lead singer of the 
successful rock/ska band No Doubt, is 
currently touring all over the world for her 
second solo release “Sweet Escape.” 
While she fronted No Doubt it’s success 
led to selling 30 million CD’s. The 
groups biggest hit was “Don’t Speak” 
which described a very painful break up. 
So has No Doubt broken up? No one 
seems to know and if Gwen continues 
with her incredible success it seems 
to be anyone’s guess. Considering 
Gwen’s super hit “Hollaback Girl” was 
the first song to be downloaded over 
one million times as well as a fashion 

line, L.A.M.B., that brought in ninety 
million dollars last year, as well as a 
line of Gwen dolls I’d have to say she is 
doing just fine on her own. The dolls are 
fabulous by the way.

Gwen appeared at Nissan Pavilion 
May 16 and sent her new and loyal fans 
into a frenzy. I know this queen went 
crazy. Having seen her first solo tour this 
show was just as fierce in every sense of 
the word. I missed the two opening acts 
Lady Sovereign and Akron but it was 
really all about Gwen to me. This diva 
put on a ninety minute performance that 
kept the crowd begging for more. She 

also announced her baby, Kingston, had 
a fever the night before and she was a 
mess but the crowd gave her the energy 
she needed to wear us all out.

She hit the stage at 9:15 p.m. 
and gave us a hot version of “Sweet 
Escape”. The crowd exploded when 
she appeared. She brought along her 
Harijuku Girls who add more visual 
glamour to an already concert/fashion 
show. Her entourage appeared in a 
golden cage that turned into a safe 
and a nine piece band hovered above 
them. Dressed in convicts black and 
white clothing she played of the songs 

metaphor. At the end of the number 
everyone was put back into the cage/
safe and disappeared backstage. 

Their were video monitors all over 
the place but because I was in the fourth 
row my focus was solely on Gwen. After 
a bit of banter she launched into “Rich 
Girl” with the audience singing along. 
She had us all in the palm of her hand.   

She then went into “Yummy” dancing 
on a moving walkway. I can’t remember 
how many times she changed outfits but 
each and every one was fabulous. One 
particular outfit that threw me for a loop 
was a mini kimono that reminded me of 
an eighties prom dress. Another trend 
perhaps from the queen of trends? 

Her ballads were as moving as 
they could be without bringing down 
the crowds energy. “Early Winter” was 
thought provoking as it reminded me 
of the difficulties of relationships. She 
announced that this was her favorite 
song form the new CD.

I thought Gwen’s presentation 
of “Wind It Up” had the whole house 
rocking. Together with her dancers 
dressed as schoolboys and girls 
and arrived on a moving staircase. 
The song’s title flashed on the video 
screens when Gwen, like a Swiss Miss 
commercial, yodeled her way through 
the number. The yodeling was a great 
hook for this song. I wonder if she will 
incorporate Gregorian chants on her 
next CD?

She was rather low key with 
“HollaBack Girl” but the audience was 
encouraged to sing-a-long to the naughty 
parts. It amazes me that it’s 2007 and the 
word shit is considered such a powerful 
word. At least she ingeniously worked it 
into the video almost making you want 
to say shit, shit, shit....now there ! Can 
you imagine her singing,”It’s my poop”? 

Now it get totally crazy. The area 
next to my first seat was cordoned off 
and before I knew it Gwen and I were 
high five-ing each other. Now I went 
totally B-A-N-A-N-A-S ! I even licked my 
hand! I know, I know, put him in a straight 
jacket. With security tight around her 
she went all the way to the last middle 
section and sat her ass down on the 
metal dividers. A friend who was in that 
row told me she was being swarmed 
and people were practically stampeding 
to get to her. He was not a well queen. 

Gwen Stefani...That Girl’s B-A-N-A-N-A-S

See Gwen Stefani on page 40
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By Parker Dunn

Kristine W is known for going from 
black evening gown and gloves one 
minute to pink and blue dreadlocks the 
next.

“It’s glorious to be able to do a 45 
minutes full-on, dance-until-you-drop 
show, then hop to a lounge to perform 
jazz versions of ‘Feel What You Want’ 
with everyone drinking martinis.”

Still, Kristine W knows where her 
bread-and-butter is. She’s topped the 
dance charts a record-breaking nine 
times and plans to do it once more with 
her newest single, “Walk Away”. 

Not to be mistaken with the Kelly 
Clarkson song of the same name, 
the former Miss America contestant 
says Alan Rich (writer of her #1 hit, 
“Stronger) initially penned “Walk 
Away” for Whitney Houston. Kristine W 
snapped it up, though, and recorded it 
with mega producer and top circuit DJ 
Tony Moran.  

Kristine performs the single at Hippo 
on June 16.

You’ve enjoyed tremendous 
success in your long career but tell 
us, what mistakes have you made 
along the way?  

The most important lesson I have 
learned is it’s up to you to make things 
happen for yourself. We artists have 
relied on labels, management, and 
record executives to sell dance music, 
but the bottom line is they don’t really 
know the club scene. They’re not in it. 
We have to educate them on what’s 
happening on the street level. We 
haven’t even started to see the power 
of house and dance music because 
it’s never been promoted properly. It’s 
such uplifting, great music. I feel like 
it’s one of the world’s best kept secrets. 
The mistake I’ve made is entrusting 
the fate of my music in other people’s 
hands and assuming that they were 
promoting it properly and giving it the 
love it deserves. 

You’re currently recording your 
next album.  How will the new album 
be different from your past work?   

The producers on the new album 
are very international. I’ve always been 
drawn to European producers, and the 
U.S. producers that I am mostly excited 
about are the ones who are DJing 
around the world. They understand the 
wide scope of dance’s popularity and 
the many forms it can take on. 

We all know marketing is crucial 
to the success of a new album. What 
is the craziest stunt you’ve pulled for 
exposure?

Doing New York Gay Pride Parade 
in a plastic dress with plastic boots in 
103 degree weather. After two hours, 
the dress and boots literally melted onto 
my body. We had to soak my feet in cold 
water and then cut the boots off. That’s 
dedication! 

Many of your fans do not realize 
that you were a Miss America 
finalist. 

I never told anyone I was a beauty 
queen until I was somewhat successful. 
I wanted to be taken seriously with my 
music, and not my looks.  

What are your feelings about 
Donald Trump and Miss USA Tara 
Conner? Should she have been 
stripped of her crown?  

Absolutely. I’ve been in the Miss 
America pageant, and there’s no way 
they would let her stay.  When you enter 
the pageant, you accept the terms of the 
contract.  To me, I wouldn’t let anyone 
work for me that had broken a contract.  
In my opinion, he’s setting a horrible 
example, and I’m pretty liberal.  She 
showed me she has no class, and no 
respect for herself or her title. 

In the music biz, is it dangerous 
to appear too vanilla (pure and 
virginal)?  

I don’t know, most people that aren’t 
familiar with me, think I’m chocolate 
anyway, so when I show up and they see 
I’m vanilla they’re completely confused.  
That would dub me as swirl if I was an 
ice cream. 

What advice would you give to 
emerging singers/artists who feel 

Kristine W. Walks this Way
Dance Star Returns to Baltimore

See Kristine W. on page 40
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410.783.8000 
baltimoresymphony.org
Groups of 15+ call 410.783.8170

6 pm: Fabulous fare under the tent

7:30 pm: BSO performance

post-concert: Live music and 
dancing under the stars

summerfest 2 0 0 7

We’re off to 
play the Wizard.

The Wizard of Oz
with the BSO
Sat, June 23
Constantine Kitsopoulos, conductor 
See one of the most beloved fi lms of all 
time in a magical new light: experience the 
stunningly remastered fi lm The Wizard of 
Oz. Along with the reorchestration of 
Harold Arlen’s Academy Award-winning 
score to the fi lm, the BSO will accompany 
Judy Garland and the entire cast live in 
favorites such as “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow” and more. The fi lm will be shown in 
its entirety, from Kansas to the Emerald City and back.

BSO-2007-2088 BmoreOutloud.Wizar1   1 5/18/07   1:52:49 PM

comedy with equal ease.  
The supporting cast of characters, 

Ben’s friends, are also perfectly cast and 
all are familiar faces from past Apatow 
productions.  The real secret weapons 
in Apatow’s arsenal are Rudd and Mann 
as Allison’s sister and brother-in-law, the 
real Bickersons. These two have lost 
anything they ever had in common, and 
the way their relationship seems to be 
falling apart before Allison’s eyes makes 
her uncertain about how a relationship 
would work out with Ben.  

Rudd is low-key but delivers his 
dialogue with perfect deadpan timing, 
and Mann (the “am I pretty” girl from 
“Virgin”) is his opposite, more keyed 
up and hyper with perfect comic timing.  
“Knocked Up” has a running time of 
two hours and nine minutes, and for a 
comedy that may seem to be stretching 
things a bit, but nothing in Apatow’s story 
ever seems superfluous or padded. 
He’s created such an amazing group 
of funny, charming characters that you 
really don’t mind spending the time with 
them. While it may not be as raucous 
and raunchy as “Virgin” (well, except for 
maybe the birth scene – men, avert your 
eyes!), Knocked Up is a funny, sweet 
and endearing comedy gem.

 Rated R for sexual content, 

Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre
Featuring:

Cole Porter’s

Don’t miss the wedding of the 
year, complete with one fiancé, 

two reporters, one ex-husband 
and too much champagne!

June 15-July 1

“one of Broadway’s smartest and 
most sophisticated songwriters 
since Stephen Sondheim” 

– Philadelphia Inquirer

Jason Robert Brown’s

June 22-July 1
Cabaret Theatre

Tickets $15 general admission / 
$13 seniors

Box Office 410.780.6369
Theatre at CCBC

CCBC Essex • 7201 Rossville Blvd.
www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit

Olney Theatre is holding its 
spectacular Gala 2007 on its mainstage 
Saturday June 16th at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday June 17 at 2 p.m.. Saturday 
tickets are $75 and include a pre-show 
cocktail party and post-show grand 
dessert party. Sunday matinee is $55.

What a show it’s going to be. A 
salute to composer Stephen Swartz with 
his music being performed by three of 
New York’s best performers. Swartz has 
written the Broadway scores to Pippin, 
Godspell and the mega-hit, Wicked. 
He has also composed the music for 
several of Disney’s hit animated films 
including Pocahontas and Hunchback 
of Notre Dame.

Presenting his music are Liz 
Callaway (Miss Saigon, Baby, the singing 
voice of Anastasia, Kara, and Jasmine) 
Debbie Gravitte (Tony winner for Jerome 
Robbins Broadway) and Scott Coulter 
winner of the MAC (cabaret) award for 
outstanding recording of the year. Both 
Ms. Callaway and Mr. Coulter performed 
at the Myerhoff Symphony Hall with 
Stephen Swartz at the piano a few 
seasons ago. Liz Callaway also holds 

the record for the most performances as 
Grizabella in CATS on Broadway.

The Olney Theatre Gala 2007 
promises to be the theatre event of the 
year and remaining

tickets are only available through 
the box office at 301-924-3400.

Olney Theatre’s Gala 2007 
is more than Wicked

drug use and language.

For those interested in a cinematic 
history of the portrayal of gay characters 
in film from the silent days to the not so 
distant past, tune in to Turner Classic 
Movies (check local cable and satellite 
listings for channel) each Monday and 
Wednesday in June – Pride Month! The 
special series of films (44 in all), under 
the “Screened Out” banner, will be 
grouped under the sub-headings: The 
Early Years, which includes a 1912 
silent featuring a “pansy” who wants 
to be a cowboy, and the film debut of 
Franklin Pangborn, a leading player of 
covert gay roles in the 30s and 40s; 
Gays Before the Code, featuring Cecil 
B. DeMille’s The Sign of the Cross 
(Christians fed to the lions, orgies, and 
homosexuality gave the censors a fit); 
Men and Women Behind Bars speaks 
for itself; The Dark Side: Film Noir 
and Crime which includes the classic 
The Maltese Falcon; Horror Films 
(don’t miss the original The Haunting); 
Comedies (That Touch of Mink); Code 
Busters The Children’s Hour and Out 
and Open (The Boys in the Band). 
For more information and a schedule 
of films, log on to the Turner Classic 
Movies website at www.tcm.com.

Liz Callaway

Film
Continued from page 30
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Leon’s
Photos by Skip Koritzer

Rowan Tree

Blue Parrot Photos by B. Sullivan

Drinkery

Voice of Pride
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they must use their sexuality in order 
to get noticed?  

I would tell them to invest in their 
performance abilities.  I would tell them 
to invest in writing or finding good 
songs. 

Why is sex so scandalized? Is 
it because we’re guarded from it as 
children?  

I don’t know. My mom always said 
its just genitalia so we never got freaked 
about it too much. The media has used 
sex as a weapon, for people to use 
against each other. They are the ones 
that have made it into a bad thing - a 
weapon of power, not love. I always feel 
a little uneasy too when they introduce 
celebrity couples as Hollywood Power 
Couples. It always makes me wonder 
if it’s something that is real, or if it’s a 
movie within a movie. Is it marketing? 
Did the studio heads arrange this? 

Is this changing now because of 
the internet? Today, overt sexuality 
is everywhere. Britney’s and Lindsay 
Lohan’s crotches are splashed all 
over the blogs. Do you think this may 
actually de-stigmatize sex for the 
next generation?  

I think it makes them look like idiots 
to the next generation. Hopefully the 
next generation will be smarter than 
what we are seeing played out currently. 
One can only hope. 

Good may actually come from 
the de-stigmatization of sex. It could 
possibly lead to greater tolerance. If 
sex weren’t such a big deal, maybe 
people would be more apt to explore 
“the gay side” of their sexuality? Is 
that a stretch?  

I think that greater tolerance is what 
the world is in need of for sure. I just 

hope that someday all people can be 
happy and proud of who they are: black 
or white, gay or straight, man or woman. 
Everyone is special and has been given 
gifts to share with the world and it’s a 
shame that some are not allowed to 
develop these gifts because they are 
afraid of being judged. I’ve learned from 
my work with The Trevor Project which 
is a suicide prevention hotline that 
supports gay, lesbian and questioning 
youth, that a lack of the world’s tolerance 
is causing too many beautiful young kids 
to end their lives rather than sharing 
their gifts. If de-stigmatizing sex will help 
these children, then that’s all the good I 
need. 

You have numerous male fans 
(true, many of them are gay), but I 
wondered how female fans express 
their sexual interest in you? Are you 
ok with women being attracted to 
you?  

At a party two nights ago, a woman 
came up to me and said “You’re so tall 
and beautiful, like an evergreen tree. I 
would love to climb you.” After I choked 
on my straw, I couldn’t stop laughing. 
Nothing bothers me anymore. 

How comfortable are you with 
being an object of your fan’s desire?  

I think my fans, for the most part, 
desire to have fun and listen to music. 
If I can help with that desire, I feel 
honored. 

Would you say it comes with the 
territory of being a musician? 

It does come with the business 
of music if you’re lucky enough to be 
successful. 

Kristine W performs  Hippo (1 W 
Eager St: 410-547-0069) Saturday, 
June 16. For more information, visit 
kristinew.com.

The same thing happened to me but I 
tried to let it go because it freaked me 
OUT ! He also said she almost fell. Not 
once but a couple of times. Their simply 
was not enough security for Gwen to do 
this but she pulled it off. Another reason 
I respect her so much. This may sound 
bitter but fans are usually loyal to the 
celebrity and not the other way around. 
YOU GO MISS GWEN !   

At no time was there a moment of 
silence or movement. Gwen’s banter, the 
band, the crazy breakdancers, and those 
fabulous Harijuku Girls were wearing 
my hole out! She performed a total of 
sixteen songs and made me feel the 
price of the ticket was well worth it. Get 
it girl, get get girl ! 

lesbians have no legal protection for 
their families. 

The birth did not occur in several 
nearby Virginia hospitals but rather at 
Sibley Hospital in DC. Perhaps Mary 
simply wanted to use the same facility 
as her sister Liz for the birth of several 
of her children. Or perhaps she was 
mindful of the fact that by delivering in 
DC, Samuel’s birth certificate would 
not preclude the inclusion of Poe as a 
parent.  

Mary has played a prominent 
role in her father’s political life, from 
campaigning as a child through 
managing his reelection effort in 2004. 
She also made a controversial name for 
herself in marketing Coors beer to the 
gay community, and currently works 
as a marketing executive for America 

Online. 
“We join the community of 

American families headed by lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender parents 
in congratulating Mary Cheney and 
Heather Poe on the birth of their son, 
Samuel David Cheney,” said Jennifer 
Chrisler, executive director of Family 
Pride. “Vice President Cheney’s 
newborn grandson and his two mothers 
put yet another face on our families for 
the American public. We wish the family 
the best and will continue our efforts to 
advocate for full equality for all American 
families.”

At a rare presidential news 
conference the day after the birth, none 
of the press chose to ask Bush’s opinion 
of the event. 

The antigay right was markedly 
restrained in commenting on the birth. 

However, professional homophobe 
Peter LaBarbera noted a “touch of 

sadness” in the event. “While we 
celebrate life, we cannot celebrate 
homosexual parenting -- which involves 
intentionally denying a child either a mom 
or a dad.” The president of Americans 
for Truth said that Samuel needs a man 
in his life.

“The pro-‘gay’ media have an odd 
way of reporting stories like this, as if 
both Mary Cheney and Heather Poe 
were involved in the baby’s conception. 
To do otherwise, I suppose, would call 
unwanted attention to the unnaturalness 
of the enterprise known as ‘gay 
parenting.’ And yet, the truth remains: 
two homosexuals cannot create a 
baby. Heterosexuality -- the people 
that radicals in the early days of “gay 
liberation” derided as “breeders” -- must 
be involved.”

Gwen Stefani
Continued from page 34

Kristine W.
Continued from page 35

Mary Cheney
Continued from page 9
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CONTESTANTS STILL WELCOME

Pride greetings to all my faithful 
readers and to all of you out there who 
only come out for the three Gay High 
Holy Days: Pride, Halloween and New 
Year’s Eve. Yes, I can see it now for 
Pride: scores of sleeveless shirts with 
flabby arms, hairy backs, droopy tits (on 
both sexes), short-shorts,  luggage-like 
fake tans, and lots and lots of public 
urination – and to think we owe it all to 
those drag queens who started the riot 
at Stonewall...

GUESS WHO? DON’T SUE!: What 
Mt. Vernon waiter and former stripperboy 
(jeez, that really narrows it down) was 
on the rear-end (so to speak) of a five-
way orgy on a recent New York jaunt? A 
five-way orgy – what did they do serve 
him up on a lazy-susan?

Congratulations to Leon’s on their 
50th Anniversary – it’s heartening to 
see a gay bar stay in business that long. 
Boy, if those walls could talk...

Speaking of anniversaries – it’s the 
20th Anniversary of AIDSwalk on June 
10th – there’s still time left to sign up for 
this benefit for HERO. Call 410-685-

WALK for info.
I didn’t realize that the Quest was 

having a Xanadu Party when I was there 
the other Friday night – come to think 
of the folks at the Quest didn’t realize 
it either. Seems this drunken faghag 
dressed in an horrendous  red and silver 
spandex Olivia Newton-John outfit was 
dancing (although it looked more like 
she was having a fit) to everything and 
anything that played on the jukebox. 
The sad part was all her fags were 
studiously ignoring her – there’s nothing 
worse than an out-of-control hag. My 
advice to them was to just shoot her 
– just like when a horse breaks its leg 
– there’s nothing you can do for the poor 
thing, but put it out of its misery.

The Pride Pub Bus Tour was this 
past Saturday, June 2nd and was loads 
of drunken fun. This Josh guy who is 
running Pride this year was there, but 
didn’t have time to mingle with the 
likes of Alexander as he was too busy 
working the cute little boy selling raffle 
tickets (hmmm, I wonder what became 
of that). The tour started at the Rowan 

Tree where we boarded school buses (I 
was shocked to find them air conditioned 
– today’s kids are so spoiled!) and then 
headed uptown to the Hippo, Grand 
Central and the Phoenix. Thank you to 
the Hippo who put out a nice spread of 
food – Alexander pushed his way to the 
front of the line cause I knew that when 
those big gals and guys (and I talking 
BIG) got to the food there would be a 
feeding frenzy. And you should have seen 
the table after they were done – it was 
picked clean like bones in the desert. I 
swear I saw one hefty lesbian munching 
on a table leg. We then headed to the 
east side to the Blue Parrot, Thirsty’s 
II and the Port in the Storm – at about 
Thirsty’s II my blackout hit so I don’t 
remember if a certain bartender gave 
his trick du jour the traditional blowjob in 
the restroom at the Port. 

GUESS WHO? DON’T SUE!: 
Whose that drag queen of local renown 
(or is that infamy – somebody please 
explain to her what that word means) 
who has been spending an inordinate 
amount of time under the “Boardwalk” 
at the Eagle? Don’t worry boys, that red 

ring around your dick isn’t the clap, it’s 
lipstick!

Another gay bar is for sale – evidently 
the tittyhounds that own Scores as well 
the Spectrum don’t have time to deal 
with a dick bar so have put the Spectrum 
up for sale. I heard that $500,000 in 
cash will buy you the whole lock, stock 
and barrel. You might want to head over 
there soon to see naked boys ‘cause if it 
sells it might not stay a dick bar. There’s 
a new cute guy dancing now who goes 
by the name of Rocky (as in the boxer 
or the squirrel?) who has a total back 
tattoo – it looks like he fell asleep on the 
Sunday comics. 

Next week brings to two dance 
divas to town: on Wednesday, June 13th, 
Gioia (I don’t know how you pronounce 
that) formerly of the 80s group Expose 
will be performing at Grand Central; 
and then after the Pride Block Party on 
Saturday, June 16th, Kristine W will be 
performing at the Hippo.

Until next time kiddies (or until 
Halloween for you amateurs), I’ll see 
you in the gutter – I’ll be the one selling 
raffle tickets.

GOT Gossip? Send to 
alexander@

baltimoreoutloud.com
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Summer Is Almost Here…
start off the season by knowing your status
The Baltimore City Health Department will be conducting
STD//HIV testing on our mobile unit at the following locations:

For more information cal:

443.564.3124

June 8, 8pm until 2am

Club Paradox
1310 Russell St.  

June 15, 11pm until 2am

The Hippo
1 W. Eager St. & Charles Street

June 22, 5pm until 9pm

The Baltimore Eagle
Charles St. & 22nd Street 

June 29, 8pm until 2am

The Drinkery
Park Ave & Read Street

The OutField
By Dan Woog
Sports

Outward Bound courses are intense. 
During nine days in the wilderness, 
teenagers can learn more about 
themselves and the world than in a 
decade of school. That’s particularly true 
when the program includes leadership 
and diversity training, like those with 
instructor Kaki Flynn.

So the out lesbian - a former 
University of North Carolina rower, and 
high school track and cross country 
captain - was surprised when, on the 
final day of a course in the summer of 
2006, a “Take a Stand” exercise stirred 
up a welter of antigay feelings.

In this exercise, Flynn and other 
leaders offered a variety of statements. 
After each, participants placed 
themselves on a continuum, ranging 
from “strongly agree” to “strongly 
disagree.” Topics included women’s 
rights, the military, and this: “Gay people 
should be married and have children.”

Five of the 12 teenagers disagreed 
with that statement. “These are kids 

who go back and become leaders in 
their schools, and on their teams,” Flynn 
says. “I told them I was hurt. They said 
they liked me, but I was ‘different’ from 
other gay people.”

A few months ago, a boy who had 
strongly disagreed that gays should 
marry e-mailed Flynn. He said he missed 
her and everyone on the course. He 
mentioned his MySpace page, so she 
checked it out. It was festooned with 
rainbows and gay references. 

“He’d totally come out,” Flynn 
recalls. “That sent a huge message to 
me about the importance of what we do. 
We have to trust these kids to do the 
right thing. Sometimes that takes time.”

He is not the only Outward Bound 
participant to come out to Flynn. Many 
are athletes - not surprising, given the 
background she shares with them. She 
began her sports career as a 10-year-
old volunteer at a tennis match featuring, 
appropriately, Martina Navratilova. 
After college Flynn worked for the U.S. 

Olympic Committee until 2002, doing 
press relations for more than 50 sports. 
She knew she was attracted to women, 
but had had no gay friends or role 
models.

Homophobia was “alive and well” 

at the Olympics. “I didn’t have the 
information or courage to stand up for 
myself,” she says. “The gay community 
kept me from coming out. Gay people 
I knew were closeted and miserable. 

Coming Out at Outward Bound

See The OutField on page 46
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Saturday, Sunday, June 16-17
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DAVE  KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Andrew Colletta
905 Light St. Baltimore, MD 21230
410.727.3720 office 
410.419.5710 cell

Traditional Northwood home w/ newer 
HVAC system, bay window in LR, 
wood flrs throughout, very nice kt w/ 
new range, refrigerator & disposal; 
replacement windows, garage, club 
room & ceramic tile bathroom. Water 
heater and washer/ dryer have also been 
replaced. The home is so convenient to 
employment centers, medical institutions 
and universities.

720 Reservoir St, Baltimore
Romantic Edwardian w/ rich, 
warm natural woodwork 
thru out including lush 
staircase, wood floors, 
exposed brick walls, many 
decorative fireplaces, 
window shutters, huge 
closets, eat in kitchen w/ 
deck and private fenced rear yard. 3rd fl. 
rental unit or use as extra space. Significant 
stone and brick facade, rear butlers stairway. 
Special Reservoir Hill, Healthy Neighborhhod 
Loan Program Area

1603 Shadyside Rd, Baltimore

office: 410.931.6300 • fax: 410.931.2853

Gorgeous 4 bdrm, 2.5 bath brick front colonial in Stradford 
Hall, Crownsville.  This one has it all....tastefully decorated, 

private lot, master bdrm w/sitting rm, kitchen w/corian 
counters and cherry cabinets, formal living and din-

ing rms, family rm w/stone fireplace, in-ground 
sprinkler system, hardwood and ceramic tile 

floors, nearly 3000 sq feet of luxury living!

Overlooking the rolling countryside 
on 3.8 acres, this 2006 custom 
built cape cod is sure to please! 
This exquisite property is top of the 
line all around: Hardiplank siding, 
professional kitchen with marble 
countertops, Brazilian cherry 

hardwood floors 
throughout, 
stacked stone fireplace in great room 
with vaulted ceilings, separate guest 
house with full bath, outdoor fireplace 
and much more.

����������������������������
����������

Pictures on line MLS # BC6360218

Pat Stokely
(Cell) 443.413.0042

patricia.stokely@longandfoster.com

David Ostrowski
(Cell) 443.421.4736
www.DaveMovesMD.com

I had never met a happy gay person - 
especially at the Olympics.”

She married a swim coach, but 
after eight months finally acknowledged 
her feelings and left him for a woman. 
Ready to move on, she became an 
Outward Bound instructor. She expected 
to simply lead outdoor trips, but found 
herself working with a number of gay 
youths.

The common bond is often her 
Nalgene water bottle. Gay teens spot 
its “Safe Space” sticker, and realize she 
is someone they can talk to. It takes a 
while, but sooner or later many of them 
let Flynn know they’re gay. She may be 
the first person they’ve told.

Sometimes, Flynn finds an educable 
moment to come out to the entire group. 
“Kids ask personal questions, like if I 
have a boyfriend,” she says. “I’ll say, 
‘No, but I’m gay, so that would be a 
girlfriend.’ I want my coming-out to be a 
natural part of a conversation. Out in the 
wilderness, not seeing any other human 
beings, there’s time for conversations. 
And there’s time for kids to process 
things they might not think about in 
another environment.”

One conversation, with a football and 
wrestling captain from a Catholic school, 
involved standing up for one’s values. 
He commented on Flynn’s sticker, and 
discussed the macho atmosphere in his 
school’s locker room. Eventually, Flynn 
asked if he was gay. “Yeah,” he said.

“He wasn’t out at school, but he did 
go to a gay youth group in Boston. Like 
a lot of kids, he’d compartmentalized his 

life,” she says. “But he also was talking - 
anonymously - to a teacher at his school 
about starting a gay-straight alliance. 
That was so bold. I told him that’s what 
standing up for your values means.”

Some coming-out moments are 
more intense. One group understood 
that it’s not okay to make racial or 
religious comments. But they did not 
see why they should be “forced” to 
accept homosexuality. In the middle of 
that discussion, one boy blurted out: 
“I’m gay.”

“Two other guys freaked out,” Flynn 
recalls. “They’d been in a tent with him 
for a month. Nothing happened, but 
they couldn’t deal with it.” One left the 
discussion and never returned. But after 
20 minutes the other did - and hugged 
the gay youngster.

Flynn is surprised by how many 
gay youths test themselves on Outward 
Bound trips - and how many are not only 
athletes, but captains. She realizes it is 
not a coincidence.

“For gay kids, sports can be a 
haven,” she says. “The kids I see 
are burly athletes. They’ve pushed 
themselves to excel. I guess if they can’t 
fully be themselves in school, they pour 
themselves into sports.”

Thankfully, Flynn is there when they 
come out of the wilderness.

Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, 
soccer coach, gay activist, and author 
of the “Jocks” series of books on 
gay male athletes. Visit his website 
at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at 
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

The OutField
Continued from page 44

Baltimoreoutloud.com
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Kevin Willner
410-340-2201
ReMax Sails

The Willner/Chrissomallis Group
www.wcgroup.info

Representing Buyers and Sellers in
Residential and Commercial

Real Estate Transactions
Throughout Maryland!

Happy Pride 2007!

701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

This beautiful home is located 
on the second floor of an 
elegant, historical mansion.  All 
mechanical systems have been 
fully updated while great care 
has been taken to preserve 
architectural details.  Gorgeous 
wood floors have been 
painstakingly restored to their 
original splendor.  Low voltage 
lights on dimmers are the norm 
throughout.  Floor to ceiling 
windows flood the home with 
morning sun.  All appliances 
are top of the line Jenn-Aire 
in stainless steel along with 
washer/dryer, jetted tub, 
oversized cabinetry, tiled bath/
kitchen/foyer.  French doors and 
antique columns accentuate the 
historical integrity of the home.  
Deeded parking is included.  In 
two words, simply exquisite!

Mt Vernon Condo - $319,900
512 Cathedral St.

Open House
Sunday, June 10, 1-3pm 

Leitner Winstead
Chase Fitzgerald & Co, Inc.

1 Village Square Suite 131
The Village of Cross Keys

Baltimore, Md. 21210
410-960-8005 cell

410-323-6000 office
lwinstead@comcast.net

Bolton Hill 1615 Park Avenue, First Floor (MLS #BA6393754)
Elegant unique and gorgeously appointed 
first floor condo located in a historically 
significant circa 1890 landmark building 
Exquisite detail 
and modern 
convenience.

Great big marvelous Lauraville house 
waiting for you to call home!  Handsome 
original woodwork, lovely garden, five 
bedrooms, two baths and many updates 
including roof and boiler.  Pass the lazy 
summer evenings swinging on the front 
porch.

2904 Southern Ave.  (MLS  BA6409024).

OPEN HOUSE
June10th from 12-2pm

popular as it is, I would expect the same 
type of “flocking” response. I think we 
as artists just have to do a better job of 
putting ourselves out there so that the 
lgbtqq community can support us in our 
endeavors. If we can’t find them, we 
have to make them come to us. Once 
we do this collectively…I think the lgbtqq 
community will be like “How did I ever 
live without this for so long?” 

OUTLoud: What will you 
accomplish through the showcases 
and your website? 

K. Love: WAHHT!’s mission 
is to provide resources for lgbtqq 
artist throughout each stage of their 
development. We already offer writers 
and performance workshops called The 
Womb (1st & 3rd Wed at GLCCB) to help 
lgbtqq women hone their craft. We’ve 
also just recently started an intimate 
open mic called ‘Resonance’ (2nd Wed 
at Mayorga Cafe) where artists can 
begin to build their audience and stage 
presence. 

The showcase is called ‘Recognize’ 
and provides a space where artists can 
further develop their art and business as 
independent artists outside of the open 
mic circuit. It also provides a space 
outside of dance parties at night clubs 

for the lgbtqq community to have a great 
time in an environment that’s positive 
and affirming. 

The website is the main portal for 
interested persons to access information 
on affiliated artist, events and news. 
It directs viewers to artist pages to 
listen to or buy music, to buy tickets 
and/or register to WAHHT! Events and 
workshops, donate or buy t-shirts and 
apparel. It’s great because it works like 
a co-operative. As one artist promotes 
their show and music, they also promote 
all lgbtqq artist affiliate with WAHHT! 
and visa versa. It’s a way of unifying our 
efforts. 

OUTLoud: Where do you see gay 
hip hop going in the future? 

K. Love: Okay…let me look into 
my crystal lgbtqq hip hop ball - I see 
the lgbtqq community taking the lack of 
inclusion in hip hop into their own hands 
and investing in lgbtqq hip hop record 
labels. I see lgbtqq artists becoming 
more visible and getting a positive 
response from the lgbtqq community. 

There might be a bit of controversy 
from some…at first…but it will pan out 
and end up with major record labels 
partnering with indie lgbtqq labels to 
form a bridge between gay hip hop and 
hip hop as a whole. 

K. Love
Continued from page 25
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The 110Realty.com Team 
We Give 100%... & Then Another 10! 
10% of  our profit to Your Charity of  Choice 

NOW AVAILABLE 
More photos @ www.110Realty.com! 

Ken Maher, Realtor 
Serving Baltimore City & County, in 
neighborhoods like Charles Village, 

Roland Park, Mt. Vernon,  
Mt. Washington, Bolton Hill,  

Guilford & Homeland. 
www.110Realty.com 

Coldwell Banker  
Roland Park @ Cross Keys 

Cell 410-419-4321 
KMaher@CBMove.com

Sally Byrne, Cara Cohen,  
Nicci Hyatt & Ken Maher 

5104 Springlake Way, 21212 $719,900 
Storybook stone Colonial on large, level lot.  

5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths & finished basement. 
Traditional charm abounds. Large living room, 
with wood-burning fireplace & French doors  

to a flagstone patio & a 2-car garage. Lovely formal 
dining room & an eat-in kitchen. All freshly 

painted with gleaming refinished floors.  
Only the kitchen awaits your updates.

3601 Greenway #704, 21218 $166,900 
Spacious & Gracious — oversized 1-bedroom condo in the heart of 

everything. Gorgeous floors, replacement kitchen, fun kitchen & bath. 
Large living room with bay window & French doors leading to a sepa-

rate dining room. Tons of closets PLUS a storage space.  
Garage parking! All this in a secure, well-maintained,  

24-hour staffed building.

Old World 2-bedroom, 2-bath condominium home 
with elegant architectural details throughout.  

Lots of updates. Wood floors, updated kitchen.  
Grand 33-foot balcony to enjoy the nice weather! 
Elevator building. 2 pets allowed. Washer/Dryer 

can be added. Extra storage unit.  
Great locale, moments to everything!

COMING SOON!  HOMES IN... 
Charles Village  ·  Mt. Vernon  ·  Roland Park  ·  Guilford 

Homeland  ·  Beverly Hills  ·  Mt. Washington  ·  Butchers Hill 
Bolton Hill  ·  Otterbein  ·  Harbor East  ·  Federal Hill 

EMAIL INFO@110.REALTY.COM w/your housing needs & we’ll send you listings! 

Please check us out at www.110Realty.com! 
KEN’S CELL 410-419-4321 · COLDWELL BANKER 410-235-4100 

P. Kenerick Maher, Realtor -- Equal House Opportunity 

GUILFORD CONDOS 

3507 N. Charles #403, 21218 $244,900

HOMELAND

20414 Gunpowder Rd., Millers    $344,900 
Historical Retreat abutting Pretty Boy Reservoir. 

The Hoffman Schoolhouse was built in 1856 & was 
custom renovated into an adorable home in 1994. 
Attached extra-large garage could be finished out 
(plans available) to create a spectacular art studio/ 
great room/ yoga center. Hand-crafted built-ins & 
trim throughout. Walking distance to hiking trails. 

LIVE THE DREAM!

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell  •  202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

Happy Pride 2007 Washington D.C. & Baltimore

Happy Pr ide 2007!

410-902-9903 (office)   443-600-1282 (pager) 
1-888-584-6700 (TOLLFREE)

AMERICAN  HOME  MORTGAGE

Richard Pazornik 
Your Family Loan Officer

Family Helping Family

Call for free pre-approval 
apply on-line: 

www.richardpazornik.com 
then click on full application

I understand your unique needs, and the importance to  you 
of dealing with someone who understands them too!

Jack Leary
Realtor  
RE/MAX Sails

410-814-2451 Office 
443-463-9088 Cell 
410-510-1333 Fax

3600 O’Donnell St. 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
www.thesailsteam.com
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Left– 2 Tier Balcony overlooking large backyard  
w/2 koi ponds / 2 parking pads
Above-One of  7  Fireplaces

Other Great Homes in Great Areas All Over Town!
I Love Serving Buyers and Sellers

Bring all Buyers w/All Offers!!
• 1511 Lombard St. West—Historical (4Bd. 4 Ba)
   Price Reduction to $330,900  (shown)

• 12312 Ericole Ct. (21042)—(4bd. 2-1/2 ba.) On Almost 4 AC.
   Very Private— Only $849,900

Front of 4 Level Home Overlooking 
Union Square Park

David Ark
Accredited Buyer Representative
(p)410-480-3546  •  (c)410.935.9605
410-461-7600/offi ce
1.800.989.7101 x 3546/toll free
dark@cbmove.com
YourMarylandDreamHomeProvider.com

1100 Kalmia Ct.—21032—(4Bd. 2+Ba.) (Very Private Wooded Lot. Only $649,900
8549 Harvest View Ct.—21043—(3Bd. 3+ Ba.) Only $369,900
 6656 Buck Stone Ct.—21044— (4Bd.-2+Ba.) Only $359,900
6556 Frietchie Row—21045— Stone Fireplace (3bd. 1+Ba.) Only $272,500 
221 Stony Run Lane Unit G-3—21210-- (3Bd. 1Ba). Only $239,900
28 West Allegheny Ave. Unit 1706 –21204-- Great Views. (2Bd. 1Ba.) Only $199,900
3812 East Pratt St. – Great Investment Property (3 Bd. 1+Ba.). Only $199,999  
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Everyday
happy hour
4pm - 9pm

PATIO iS NOW OPEN !!!

blueparrotbar.com

HAVE A SAFE
AND HAPPY PRIDE

Sundays
Bloody mary's $ 2.00
10 AM tILL 2 pM 
W/Sam

SATURDAYS
Happy hour w/Bryan

all night 2 for 1
all rail and domestics

THURSDAYS
LADIES NIGHT w/Bobbie jo
HAPPY HOUR ALL NIGHT
2 FOR 1 RAIL AND MID SHELF

KARAOKE SUNDAYs
8 PM - 12 PM

W/DAISY DUKE PRODUCTIONS

5860 BelAir Road
Baltimore, MD 21206
410.254.3785
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BALTIMORE’S PREMIERE 
NUDE MALE ENTERTAINMENT BAR

Open Wed-Sat 7pm-1am • Happy Hour Specials 7-8 •  Dancers Star t  at  8 

2000 Eastern Ave. • Baltimore, MD 21231
410-563-2482 • Spectrummen.com • Spectrummen@aol.com

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A STRIPPER?
Game Show ~ July 14th!  11pm start!  
Hosted by Alexander St. John.

Dancers, Dancer Manager, 
and Bartenders Wanted!  

Come join us 
in our NEW 
VIP Lounge 

on the second 
floor! 

Friday Night, June 15  
Happy Hour Specials 7-10pm!:  $3 Three Olive Vodka & Smirnoff 
Vodka Drinks; $2 Domestic Beers

Saturday, June 16
ALL YOU CAN DRINK RAIL from 7-9 $15. $8 admission 9-close 

w/regular drink prices, a FOOD BUFFET, and a Special Raffle Package! 
VAN TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED TO SPECTRUM FROM MT. VERNON.

Free Parking Permits this Saturday. Checkwebsite for information. 

Saturday, June 23  11:30 pm!
JELLO WRESTLING. Hosted by Alexander 
St. John Contestants need to sign up ahead 
of time via the website or in person.

����������������
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The leather tribe gathered in full 
force in Chicago over the Memorial 
Day Weekend as Mikel Gerle, Mr. Los 
Angeles Leather 2007 was selected as 
International Mr. Leather 2007. Joining 
him on the victory platform were Rob 
Grant, Mr. Washington State Leather 
2007 who was named IML First Runner-
up and Bill Hoeppner, Mr. Ramrod 
Leather 2007/ Fort Lauderdale who 
was awarded IML Second Runner-
up. Also front and center was “Spot” 
from Indianapolis, Indiana who was 
selected over four other bootblacks as 
International Mr.Bootblack 2007.

The historic 135-year-old Palmer 
House Hilton was once again turned into 
a leather amusement park as it played 
host to the 29th annual International 

Mr. Leather Weekend. An estimated 
15,000 leather folk descended on the 
“Windy City” to shop the Leather Market 
(which filled four ballrooms), party (the 
hotel based parties and special events 
at bars were numerous), and to watch 
fifty-two contestants vie for the title of 
International Mr. Leather 2007. From 
the “Jocks, Boots & Booty” party put 
on by The Eagle NYC to the first-class 
“Eye Opener” reception in honor of Joe 
Hurchick (Mr. D.C. Eagle 2007) & Gary 
Samuels (Mr. MAL 2007), it was quite a 
show.  

I was lucky enough to be in Chicago 
for a whole week and let me tell you it 
was exhausting! I mean, if I have to look 
at one more scantly clad porn star or 
kiss one more hunky leather man.- oh, 
the things I have to do for my readers! I 
could write a book on this week, but in 
the interest of space let me give you the 
highlights. 

Opening ceremonies were held 
Thursday evening in the Grand Ballroom. 
All contestants were introduced by 
state and/or nation and then each drew 
his contestant number. Maryland was 
proudly represented by Steve Buettner 
(Mr. Maryland Leather 2007) and Larry 
Rocha (Mr. Baltimore Eagle 2006). This 

year’s judges were also introduced: 
Matt Forman (Executive Director of the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force), 
Joe Ruesch (Three Rivers Leather Club/
Pittsburgh), Scott Bloom (IML 1st runner-
up in 2000/Satyrs MC of LA), Glenda 
Rider (Ms. Baltimore Eagle 1992, Board 
of Directors National Coalition of Sexual 
Freedom), Matt Johnson (Researcher, 
writer, and activists), Master Jim 
(International Master 2001), Gil Kessler 
(GMSMA, nationally known presenter), 
Ted Lessen (Founder of Leathermen 
Colorado), and Bo Ladashevska (IML 
2006).

The contest began for the 
contestants on Friday as each had a 
private interview with the judges. The 
rest of us got our first look on Saturday 
evening at the “Pecs. & Personality/ 
Physique Competition.” During this part 
of the contest each contestant appeared 
on stage in a jock or some other 
revealing outfit (Yes, there was even 
one fig leave-I swear!) and answered an 
on stage fun question. 

The main event took place Sunday 
evening four blocks from the hotel at 
the beautiful Chicago Theatre and as 
entertainer Hal Sparks noted, “As the 
leather tribe walked up State Street 
they broke at least 600 necks as folks 
wondered what musical could they 
possibly be showing!” 

After an introduction of all 
contestants, Mr. Marcus in a very witty 
nod to his recent trip to the Middle East 
described his magic carpet ride to the 
home state of each of the top twenty. 
You would think that twenty contestants 
and twenty speeches would make for 
a long evening, but emcee Brad Balof 
was brilliant in keeping everything rolling 
along. Although an eyebrow or two were 
raised that the all USA judges placed 
none of the five foreign contestants in 
the top twenty, from may seat it appeared 
that they chose well.

After the Closing Ceremonies at 
the Palmer House, I continued to the 
four- story House of Blues for the IML 
Victory Celebration. I was thrilled to be 
invited to use the VIP entrance where 
an elevator took me to the fourth floor 
that overlooked the elbow-to-elbow 
crowd below.

IML ended with Monday night’s 
Black & Blue Ball, which was held at a 
large castle looking structure that used 
to be the Chicago Historical Society. It is 
now called Excalibur and was another 
stunning venue. I danced more then I 
have in years! 

Everyone is already looking forward 
to next year when IML will celebrate its 
30th Anniversary! It will be great- but first 
I need to recover from IML 29! 
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tuesdays free pool

2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

You know where to go... 
For a stiff one!
June 14 MAN OF THE MONTH CONTEST 
$50 cash prize 1st place and $20 bar tab second place
 
June 15 EAGLE 16TH ANNIVERSARY
Happy Hour all night door prizes shooter and drink specials
 
June 16 CUM RIDE THIS, the EAGLE’S pride float BRING A TOWEL 
AND BE AT THE EAGLE BY 2 pm
ANNUAL PRIDE UNDERWEAR PARTY 10PM
 
June 17 EAGLE BBQ SUNDAYS @ 6PM WITH JIM
 
June 22 BLACKOUT PARTY  
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE EAGLE, STAYS AT THE EAGLE.
 
• MONDAYS CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT
• TUESDAYS FREE POOL
• WEDNESDAYS DOLLAR DRAFTS AND 80’S TUNES

CLUB NIGHT June 15 BLADEAF 
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baltimore eagle
leather and video store

open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com • 443.524.3289

Cum Pick up a little something to take home from 
Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video.

FCUK FLIK FRIDAY
Half Price Video Rentals 9-11pm 

Join the Baltimore Eagle mailing list at www.baltimore-eagle.com and receive 
special discounts and info reserved for our Eagle TUFF Customers online.

• 16TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND JUNE 15, 16, 17
16% OFF ALL LEATHER ALL WEEKEND 

• JUNE 22ND BLACKOUT NIGHT 15% OFF ALL METAL COCKRINGS.



56   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD June 8, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

6037 Bel Air Road • Baltimore MD. 21206 • 410-325-3110 

HAPPY HOUR 7pm-11pm
2 for 1 Rail

EVERY NIGHT
Open 4pm-2am Everyday

Thursdays is 80S Night
with 80S Trivia Games

Upcoming Events

FLASH BACK FRIDAYS
with $100 Jello Shooters 

Poker Tournament Sundays 
Come to play and the FIRST Drink is on the HOUSE 

(must be playing to get drink)

•Saturday June 23 Luau Night @ Thirsty’s
Cool your night away with our Frozen Drink Specials

•Watch for the Grand OPENING coming soon

Thirsty’s II is proud to be Baltimore’s Newest Gay Bar and wants to wish all

HAPPY AND SAFE PRIDE 2007

thirsty,s IIthirsty,s II


