
March 16, 2007  VOLUME IV, NUMBER 23

See Hepatitis B on page 3

Bitch (of Bitch and Animal fame) releases a solo disc

See Charm City Boys on page 12

Bob Roehr 

The most powerful drug used to 
treat hepatitis B (HBV) can lead to the 
emergence of drug resistant HIV in 
persons who are coinfected with both 
viruses, under certain circumstances. It 
is one of the more troubling pieces of 
news to emerge from the 14th retroviral 
conference, February 25-28 in Los 
Angeles. 

The drug is entecavir (Baraclude), 
which was approved by the FDA in 
March 2005 and quickly became 
the drug of choice in treating HBV. It 
strongly suppresses the virus and leads 
to a greater portion of patients being 
“cured;” they can stop therapy. 

More amazingly, for those who 
continued to use it, after three years, 
not a single case of HBV resistance to 
the drug has emerged in an ongoing 
study in patients who first started 
treatment with entecavir. Only a small 
portion of those who first started on 
other HBV drugs, became resistant to 
them and switched to entecavir, have 
seen resistance emerge. 

Entecavir had been thought to 
have no activity against HIV. However, 
Johns Hopkins University researcher 
Chloe Thio, MD was intrigued by the 
cases of two coinfected patients who 

began treatment for HBV. Their HIV 
viral load was sufficiently low and their 
CD4 count sufficiently high that they 
were not on highly active antiretroviral 
therapy (HAART). 

When they started entecavir, not 
only did their HBV viral load drop, their 
HIV viral load also dropped, by about 
one log. Then, after a period of time, 
their HIV viral load began to creep 
back up, a pattern often seen with 
the emergence of viral resistance to 
therapy. She suspected an underlying 
causation and went looking for it. 

Using cell cultures and new ultra 
sensitive tests in the lab, Thio was 
able to demonstrate that entecavir did 
in fact have activity against HIV. Not 
surprisingly, HIV quickly developed 
resistance to this monotherapy. 

“In one patient that we studied in 
depth, [the drug] selected for the M184V 
mutation that confers resistance to 
lamivudine and emtricitabine, making 
them ineffective for treating HIV,” she 
said. The resistance point also impacts 
use of the combination drugs Combivir, 
Truvada, and Atripla. 

During the question portion of the 
session, Bristol-Myers Squibb vice 
president Rich Colonno, PhD, said, 
“We have studied this drug for over 
ten years, we have assayed it against 
HIV probably thousands of times 
now…The only time we can see any 
activity is when we use extremely low 
viral inoculates.” Those results were at 
the sub-micromolar level and were not 
reproducible. 

Robert “Chip” Schooley, MD, 
University of California, San Diego 
called Thio’s finding “very significant. 
The thought had been that it was safe 
to use to treat HBV in patients that 
are coinfected with HIV. This changes 
that.” 

The company and the FDA have 
changed the label of entecavir to take 
note of these incidents and that clinical 

The Charm City Boys, a drag king 
performance troupe, will be hosting 
their final monthly show at Gallagher’s 
Bar, located in the Canton section of 
Baltimore City on Friday, March 16, 
2007. Gallagher’s Bar after seven years 

of operation will be closing their doors in 
the beginning of April. With the imminent 
closing of the long-time lesbian bar, the 
Charm City Boys are looking forward to 
a large-scale celebration where they will 
be able to thank their fan-base and the 
bar for the continued support they have 
experienced over the years.  

The Charm City Boys, who 
have performed every third Friday at 
Gallagher’s since May 2002, are in 
preparations for the biggest and best 
blow-out show in their history. With past 
and present kings flooding the stage, 
this will truly be a night to remember. 
Admission is $10 for patrons over 21, 
$15 if you are under 21. The doors will 
open at nine p.m. 

The Charm City Boys are one of the 
longest running drag king performance 
troupes in the country. They have 
participated in many local, national 
and international events over their five 
years of existence all with a continued 
dedication to service to the Baltimore 
lgbt community. 

Charm City Boys Final Show 
at Gallagher’s Bar

New Risk with Hepatitis B Drug

Chloe Thio

Baltimore’s 
wickedly wild 
nightlife heats 

up as the 
temperature 
outside rises.

OUTloud Photographer Skip 
Koritzer spent last week tracking 
down the parties, (however he only 
remembers through Wednesday 
Happy Hour – thank god he has 
autofocus!) His photos appear on 
pages 28-29

See Gregg Shapiro’s  
interview - Page 19
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HIV viral load at the appropriate times 
to catch the decline before it rebounds 
back to the initial baseline. 

The fact that Thio made the initial 
association from single patients in San 
Diego and Baltimore suggests the 
difficulty in studying this in patients. 

The scientific question “remains 
contentious and unresolved,” as does 
the frequency with which it occurs, 
said Jules Levin, executive director 
of the community-based National 
AIDS Treatment Advocacy Project. “It 
is important to resolve them quickly 
becaue entecavir is an important option 
for treating hepatitis B.”

GOT
NEWS?

Send them to 
editor@baltimoreoutloud.com

• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda DeeGay Men’s Chorus of Washington 
(GMCW) continues its  season, A 
Celebration of Family, this March with a 
fully-staged production of The Wizard of 
Oz — featuring an all-male cast. What 
musical could be more synonymous 
with family than the ever-popular The 
Wizard of Oz? Due to popular demand 
GMCW brings back the classic we 
presented to rave reviews in 2002 — 
however, “WIZARD ’07” is no rehash 
of GMCW’s original production. With a 
new cast, staging, sets, costumes and 
special effects, GMCW is raising the 
bar for itself again. Prepare yourself to 
be transported over the rainbow, where 
you will totally understand what Dorothy 
meant when she said, “Toto, I have a 
feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore.”

“We have worked hard to create our 
own magic in this production. Our Land 
of Oz is going to be a very appealing 
place where we find not just acceptance 
but the celebration of diversity,” said 
GMCW Artistic Director Jeff Buhrman.

An exciting change to “WIZARD ’07” 
is the addition of stage director Steven 
Mazzola to the production. Mazzola is 
currently in his tenth year as assistant 
to the Shakespeare Theatre Company’s 
Artistic Director Michael Kahn. According 
to Mazzola, he has wanted to work with 
GMCW for many years and is thrilled 
that Buhrman made it possible:

“I thought WIZARD was a great idea 
for the Chorus and for my sensibilities, 
so it was an obvious fit.  It has a lot of 
parts for the Chorus and requires a 
lot of imagination and planning when 
considering all the different locales and 
characters Dorothy encounters along 

the way.  Ultimately, the show having 
a great heart, the incredible music, 
and a somewhat dark sense of humor 
was why I was so pleased when it was 
announced as the production I would 
direct.”

Tickets are $49, $39, $29 and 
$19 and are available online through 
www. gmcw.org; at Lambda Rising’s 
Washington store, 1625 Connecticut 
Avenue, NW; and HRC Action Center 
and Store, 1629 Connecticut Avenue, 
NW. For more information about GMCW, 
visit www.gmcw.org. 

THE WIZARD OF OZ

trials of entecavir in HIV/HBV coinfected 
patients have only been conducted in 
patients who also were on HAART. 

Two matters complicate our 
understanding of this issue. The first is 
that the number of HIV/HBV coinfected 
patients is relatively small, and the 
portion that requires treatment for HBV 
but not HIV is smaller still. The drop in HIV 
viral load does not have any noticeable 
clinical signs in these patients, so the 
only way to identify it is by monitoring 

Hepatitis B
Continued from page 1
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We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 

Relationship status?
Single.  Terminally single.

Occupation?
Make up artist

Who Are The People In Your Gayborhood?
By Nate Sweeney

Willy Gestole

Best part about your job?
I get to do make up all day

Favorite hobby?
Really just hanging out with friends

Favorite drink to mix?
Dewers and club soda.  Keep it simple.

If you were the casting agent for a new Wonder 
Woman movie, who would be your leading 
lady?

There is no other Wonder woman.  Only Linda 
Carter can do it. 

What is you Spirit Animal?
Koi fish.

Favorite word in another language?
Mabuhi.  It’s Filipino for “Here’s to life!”

Favorite destination for vacation?
I love P-town.Thunderdome!   

Two shall enter, one shall leave: Rosie vs. 
Trump

Rosie walk out proud and tall.

The move you can recite as you watch?
To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie 

Newmar

What should people cook to bribe you?
Anything with pork

Keep a diary?
Nope.

Any period of history where you would have 
loved to have lived?

During the time of Sparta.  I just saw “300”

Favorite place in Baltimore?
I know it’s cheesy, but I love the Inner Harbor

Would you rather own a plane, submarine, or 
race car?

It would have to be a plane.

Dine out, stay in and cook, or picnic?
Stay in.
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Rewriting
Inner

scripts

The retreat includes breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. 

There is no cost to attend, but 
you must pre-register. 

RSVP to (410) 837-2437 by 
Monday, March 26, 2007

AIDS Action Baltimore
10 E. Eager Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Saturday 
March 31, 2007

8:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Join us for RISE, a one-day retreat 
for men who love men.

Explore and overcome the effects 
of homophobia and negative 

messaging.

Reclaim your personal power to love 
and live free from oppression.

You may be able to get cash from a $24
million Proposed Settlement if you paid
for the prescription drug Serostim. The
Proposed Settlement is with Merck
Serono International, S.A., Serono
Laboratories, Inc., and EMD Serono, Inc.
(“Defendants”).  It is pending in the U.S.
District Court for the District of
Massachusetts.

What Is the Class Action About?
Plaintiffs claim that Defendants
improperly marketed Serostim, a drug
approved by FDA to treat HIV/AIDS
wasting or cachexia.  The lawsuits
claim that Defendants encouraged
doctors to prescribe Serostim based on
diagnostic criteria that were not
approved by FDA.  The lawsuits do not
allege that Serostim is dangerous to
patient health, or that Serostim is not
safe and effective for its approved uses.

The Defendants deny any liability
and have decided to settle to avoid the
expense and uncertainty of litigation.

Who Is Involved?
The Proposed Settlement Class includes
all persons or entities nationwide that
paid in whole or in part for the drug
Serostim from July 1, 1995 to December
31, 2006, and their heirs.

What Does the Proposed Settlement
Provide?
•$10.8 million will be allocated to certain
large Third-Party Payors (e.g.,
insurance companies) who have a
separate agreement with the
Defendants.

•$13.2 million will be allocated to the
remaining Third-Party Payors (82%)
and consumers (18%), after attorneys’
fees and the costs of administering the
Proposed Settlement are deducted.

If You Paid for Serostim
You May Have a Claim in a Proposed

Class Action Settlement

Full Cash Payors, Co-payors and their Heirs
are Included

Who Represents You?
The Court has appointed attorneys to
represent the Consumer and TPPs who
comprise the Class.  Class Counsel will
request the Court award fair and
reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs not
to exceed $3.96 million, plus
reimbursement of expenses.

You may hire your own attorney, if you
wish.  However, you will be responsible
for that attorney’s fees and expenses.

What Are Your Options?
• If you do not want to be part of the
Proposed Settlement, you must exclude
yourself, in writing, postmarked by
May 21, 2007. Excluding yourself will
allow you to bring your own claims
against the Defendants.

• If you stay in the Settlement Class you
can file a claim. Your claim must be
postmarked by July 19, 2007. All
claim documentation submitted by
you will be kept confidential and will
be used only for the purpose of
processing claims.

•You may object to or comment on any
part of the Proposed Settlement.  Your
objection/comment must be written and
postmarked by May 21, 2007.  You may
also request in writing to speak at the
Final Approval Hearing.
The Notice of Proposed Class Action

Settlement explains excluding yourself,
making a claim, objecting/commenting
and requesting to speak at the Hearing.

Will the Court Approve the Proposed
Settlement?
The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on June 19, 2007 at 2:00 p.m.
and will consider whether to approve the
Proposed Settlement, award attorneys’
fees and allow reimbursement of
expenses.

For Additional Information
For the Notice of Proposed Class Action Settlement, information

on your rights and how to file a claim:

Call: 1-800-378-3615
Visit: www.SerostimSettlement.com
or Write: Serostim Litigation Administrator

c/o Complete Claim Solutions, LLC
PO Box 24676, West Palm Beach, FL  33416

Legal Notice
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By Rickie Green“

We, having stood on the shoulders of 
our predecessors, have a responsibility to 
leave a legacy by creating institutions and 
support systems designed to service the 
needs of our same gender loving children 
of color who have yet to be born!”

As a member of the African 
American Same Gender Loving 
(AASGL) community, Rickie Green, 
decided to take a leap on faith and 
developed an establishment devoted 
to the empowerment of the AASGL 
community. Observation revealed a 
large AASGL community in Baltimore, 
but bare minimum representation in 
relative programmatic and infrastructure 
development, political influence, 
economic awareness and social 
advances. Our neighboring community, 
Washington, DC, boasted positive 
governmental partnerships with their 
politically savvy AASGL communities, 
as well as corporate recognition of the 
power of the AASGL dollar.  Despite 
the fact that AASGL individuals spend 
enormous amounts of money in 
Baltimore, this awareness seemed to be 
lacking within the AASGL communities 
of Baltimore, and unnoticed and/or 
appreciated in the Baltimore business 
and political community.  

I was not able to tell my story 
because I did not really know I was, so 
it was easier for you to tell it for me. I 
would look back over my life, and not 
see a lot of support and proof of having 
been there.  Somewhere between 
the balance of real time and illusion, I 
navigated life…changing form through 
behavior and self medications.  The 
detoxification was too painful

Using the tips from his waiter job, 
The P.O.R.T.A.L. (Potential Optimized 
for Total Advancement and Longevity), 
opened its doors in 2002 as a Black 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
Community Center.  Despite limited 
financial resources, and onslaughts  
and accusations within and outside 
of the community of  “promoting 
separatism and division among the gay 
community”, people of all races and 
influence began to walk through its then 
small and meager doors, and continues 
to do so.  Now in its fifth year, The Portal 
is a non-profit dedicated to providing 
advocacy, social, medical and family 
life skill services to advance the health 
and welfare of Same Gender Loving 
People of Color through education and 
awareness, economic empowerment, 
political and social mobilization.  

After 20 years of addiction, I felt that 
if nothing changed, I might not live to 

see the next year. So, I made this my 
cause. I begin to see the importance 
of indigenous support, realizing that 
maybe, if early on, I had someone to 
talk to, maybe I would have had more 
decision-making choices.  

As the only organization of its kind 
in Maryland, Rickie Green envisions a 
different Baltimore where government 
and business enterprises deliver 
better services and resources to the 
AASGL communities, recognizing the 
enormous economic, social and political 
advantages.  Visibility has been an 
effective tool in mobilizing the AASGL 
community in ensuring representation, 
while also providing culturally appropriate 
mechanisms for leadership, outreach 
and support.  

The P.O.R.T.A.L. programs and 
services can best be described in four 
programmatic rubricks:  HIV Services 
Programs, Medical and Social Services, 
Education, Awareness, and Behavioral 
Intervention Programs, and Support 
Groups Programs. 

We need causes that we are willing 
to give our lives for!  Most of us are not 
sure of who we are, having had to be so 
many different personalities for so long.  

We know terms like homophobia, 
poverty, racism, classism, discrimination, 
and addiction. We read and see how 
these issues are supposed to affect 
us. When we actually begin to get 
uncomfortable and feel the pinch, it is 
usually beyond the point of no return, 
and all we can do is complain about it 
or wait until the next forum or town hall 
to address it. 

We must learn how to navigate the 
systems that affect our lives. We should 
always be cognizant of subliminal 
messages, and how today’s real time 
issues affect us tomorrow.  

We need to be more producers, 
than consumers. 

We stand on the shoulders of our 
predecessors.  Each generation supports 
the next.  We have a responsibility to build 
systems and erect institutions to support 
our same gender loving children yet to be 
born, while simultaneously addressing 
issues as they affect us in real time.  

Rickie Green promotes our 
agenda through participation a variety 
of state and local community boards 
and initiatives, tasks forces, steering 
committees, hosts newspaper columns, 
debates on Radio Shows, testifies before 
Legislative Assemblies, and visibly 
supports AASGL youth movements.

Rickie Green, is the founder, 
and CEO of The P.O.R.T.A.L. www.
theportalbmore.org

Why a PORTAL?
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My Two      ents
By PS Lorio

The news is all the same: the war 
continues in Iraq, the stock market’s 
going in the toilet, Anna Nicole Smith is 
still dead, and Newt Gingrich is a lying, 
cheating hypocrite. So….taking a break 
from contemporary issues I believe 
it’s time for a few hints from the 1909 
publication Household Discoveries 
and Mrs. Curtis’s Cookbook. 

At the beginning of the twentieth 
century a woman had a busy week: 
Monday was Wash Day, Tuesday 
Ironing Day, Wednesday Sewing 
and Mending Day, Thursday General 
Housecleaning…. 

 One day in the week, usually 
Friday, is set apart as sweeping day. 
To sweep well with a broom is an art 
that calls for quite a little skill and 
intelligence. It is wrong to push the 
broom forward so as to drive a cloud of 
dust into the air. The right way to use 
a broom is to keep the handle always 
inclining forward and never allow it to 
come to the perpendicular.

It’s not surprising that women were 

not encouraged to further schooling. It 
seems the complexity of maneuvering 
a broom might nearly overwhelm 
them.

But, while given no credit for 
intelligence in business affairs, a 
woman was expected to have a minor 
degree in chemistry. A woman made 
her own soaps and invented her own 
cleaning solutions. Common to every 
woman was the problem of laundry 
stains…. 

The principal stains and spots 
the laundress has to do with are tea, 
coffee, and wine stains. If stains have 
been neglected it may be necessary 
to apply dilute oxalic acid or chloride 
of lime. If none of these prove 
satisfactory, bleach with sulphur fumes 
over an inverted funnel. Employed by 
the following methods gasoline will 
thoroughly cleanse wool, silk velvets, 
and other fabrics of animal fibers, but 
not cotton. Cleaning with gasoline 
should be done preferably out of 
doors….. 

The vile Ann Counter, a flame-
throwing, hate-filled ultra-conservative 
author, columnist and commentator 
has joined the growing parade of highly 
publicized verbal anti-gay bashers. And 
I welcome her.

The recent spate of “Mel Gibson” 
moments began with reports that 
actor Isaiah Washington called fellow 
Greys’ Anatomy co-star T. R. Knight a 
“faggot” during an altercation on the set. 
Then when former National Basketball 
Association player John Amaechi came 
out as gay, another retired NBA player, 
Tim Hardaway, said, among other 
derogatories, “I hate gays.” 

Now Ann Coulter. What a surprise!
At a Conservative Political Action 

Conference earlier this month, Coulter 
referred to presidential candidate John 
Edwards as a “faggot.” Yes, the other 
“F-word! 

“I was going to have a few comments 
on the other Democratic presidential 
candidate John Edwards, but it turns 
out you have to go into rehab if you 
use the word ‘faggot,’ so I—so kind 
of an impasse, can’t really talk about 
Edwards,” she snorted.

Now you have to understand that 
this isn’t something said in the heat of 
the battle, such as Isaiah Washington’s 
epithet. Nor was it a dumb remark by Tim 

Hardaway who should have been wise 
to keep his homophobia to himself. Ann 
Coulter is a shock writer. She makes 
her living off of this very type of vitriol. 
She, as they say, serves up red meat to 
the right wing bigots and homophobes 
that comprise much of the conservative 
base of the Republican Party.

To give you an idea, Slate, an online 
magazine, offered examples of some 
Coulterisms:

“The ‘backbone of the Democratic 
Party’ is a ‘typical fat, implacable welfare 
recipient”—syndicated column, Oct. 29, 
1999.’”

“To a disabled Vietnam vet: ‘People 
like you caused us to lose that war.’”—
MSNBC, Oct. 11, 1997

“I think there should be a literacy 
test and a poll tax for people to vote.”—
Hannity & Colmes, Aug. 17, 1999 

Get the picture?
Her calling Edwards, who is an 

obviously straight man, a “faggot” is 
not surprising, and we shouldn’t be 
dismayed by this witch (no offense to 

witches). But the significance of this 
comment and the others cited earlier is 
more about the action and reaction that 
followed.

When Isaiah Washington called 
T. R. Knight a “faggot,” there was a 
major uproar led by GLAAD and other 
lgbt organizations. A petition drive 
was underway, the show’s producer 
rebuked his slur, and Washington’s job 
on the show was in peril. Following 
Hardaway’s comments in an interview, 
he was banished by the NBA from its 
all-star weekend festivities in February 
and lost an endorsement. The NBA 
Commissioner swiftly denounced his 
remarks. The Continental Basketball 
Association also disassociated itself 
from Hardaway. 

Being anti-gay or saying anti-gay 
stuff could cost you. And that is precisely 
the way it ought to be.

Coulter’s offense prompted a 
similar backlash. Another petition drive 
was launched that was directed to 
Universal Press Syndicate, which fans 
out her idiocy to newspapers. At least 
four newspapers have since dropped 
Coulter’s syndicated column, and a letter-
writing campaign has been directed at 
major TV networks demanding they don’t 
include her commentaries. In addition, 
three corporations, including Verizon, 
stopped advertising on Coulter’s web 
site after she made the comment.

John Edwards, who is not quite 
“there” yet on marriage equality for gays 
and lesbians, successfully exploited 
her slur and exceeded a goal of raising 
some $100,000 in “Coulter Cash” from 
it. Of course, other Democrats, led by 
Howard Dean and Senator Edward 
Kennedy, predictably called it hateful, 
and that it should not be part of the 
political discourse.

The leading Republican presidential 
hopefuls— Rudy Giuliani, Sen. John 
McCain and Mitt Romney—provided 
tepid protests, mainly characterizing 
her slur as “inappropriate.” Other 
notable Republicans who attended the 
event, such as the equally nefarious 
Vice President Cheney, said nothing in 
response. Way to defend your daughter. 
Dick!

Later, she followed with a lame, 
flippant explanation that fortunately no 
one believed.

As soon as Coulter spewed her 

This “F-Word” Thing Could Help Us

homophobic venom, there was a brief 
collective gasp in the audience. That 
was followed immediately by applause 
from the homophobes attending. 
Anyone who saw the clip on the news or 
on You Tube would have clearly noticed 
that reaction. 

The first thing I thought listening 
to the anti-gay crowd applauding with 
approval Coulter’s remark is that this is 
going to kill the Republicans. And I think 
I’m right on this one.

Republican politicos scrambled to 
distance themselves from her—who many 
rightly see as an embarrassment—but 
she will forever be linked to Republican 
dogma. This will have an effect in 2008 
where the independents and centrists in 
the country will be decisive in the national 
election. These folks do not care much 
for the homophobia that Republicans 
manage to use as a wedge to divide the 
country. They witnessed how the Rove-
led campaign for George Bush in 2004 
and the congressional elections of 2006 
used the fear of gay marriage to win 
votes, and they didn’t like it.

They will recall who (conservatives, 
read: Republicans) applauded Coulter 
at the conference, which will be 
remembered more for Coulter’s calling 
Edwards a faggot than anything else 
that went on there. This will reinforce 
the GOP’s image as homophobic, no 
matter how often they characterize her 
remarks as “inappropriate.”

Equally significant is the nearly 
universal condemnation of her epithet. 
The newspapers that dropped her 
column were refreshing. Coulter makes 
her living with her evil style, but sooner 
or later she will have truly gone too far. 

Maybe America is waking up. The 
hope is that using the new “F-word” 
will be just as deleterious as using the 
“N-word,” and hate will be costly to the 
haters.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com 

Ann Counter

Continued on next page
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And apparently why women were 
not encouraged to smoke. 

An invasion of household pests 
was every woman’s nightmare. 
Carpet beetles, house centipedes, 
cockroaches or croton bugs, fleas…

The Clothes Moth must be 
understood in order to fight intelligently 
against it.  

Line drawers with newspapers or 
wrap articles in newspapers. Moths do 
not like printer’s ink. Or place articles in 
unbleached cotton bags. Moths do not 
like cotton. Or place a vial containing 
chloroform and having a small slit or 
hole in the cork through which it can 
slowly evaporate. Moths do not like 
chloroform.

Oh rats! I’m fresh out of chloroform. 
But speaking of rodents….

Catch one or more rats in a wire 
cage. Take a pronged stick having 
prongs about as long as the rat’s neck 
is thick, wedge the fork just behind the 
animal’s ears, and pin him firmly to the 
floor. He can be held in this position 
without risk or difficulty. Roll a bit of 
newspaper into a tight cylinder, set 
fire to one end, and with the lighted 
end singe the hair from his back. This 
can be done without burning the flesh. 
Fix a small paint brush on a long stick 
and after dark apply a coating of the 
phosphoric mixture, slightly warm, to 
the animal’s back, and release him 
near his hole. Just what impression 
is produced by what seems to be the 
ghost of a departed rat reappearing in 
his old haunts would be hard to say, but 
those who have tried the experiment 
report that no rats remain in the vicinity 
to give an account of their sentiments. 

Perhaps a little trick the City of 
Baltimore might like to employ….

I hate housework. And even with all 
these “helpful hints” from the wonderful 
book of household discoveries, all I 
can say is thank you to the first women 
who had the stones to stand up and 
say “Hell no!”, and thank heaven I live 
in the now and not the then….

For now that’s my two cents….

By Dan Woog

So many gay sports stories, so little 
time. What’s a queer sports columnist to 
do?

The news in early February seemed 
like a flood, but a better analogy was a 
foxtrot: one step forward, one sideways, 
one back.

There was the announcement 
by former National Basketball 
Association player John Amaechi 
that he is gay. While hardly stop-
the-presses information - Amaechi, 
never confused with Shaquille 
O’Neal, was a journeyman on 
several teams - his self-outing 
was significant on several fronts.

One was that he became 
the first NBA player to admit that 
“man-to-man” means more than 
defense. Another is that he joins 
a small, but growing, fraternity 
of male professional major-sport 
athletes who have come out: 
football players Dave Kopay, Roy 
Simmons, and Esera Tuaolo; and 
baseball players Glenn Burke 
and Billy Bean. Granted, all are 
retired - and all but Burke were 
household names only in their 
own households - but at least 
now there are enough out pro 
male athletes to field a basketball 
squad.

Amaechi’s announcement 
is important, too, because 
most Americans reacted with a 
collective ho-hum. A few years 
ago, the news that an NBA player - even 
a no-name like Amaechi - is gay would 
have made headlines. Sports radio talk-
show hosts would have choked on their 
mikes. Players, coaches, and owners 
would have felt compelled to announce 
that the NBA remains a manly league, 
filled with manly men, and the only 
baskets they’d stuff would be mounted 
on poles.

Instead, the world rotated with nary 
a wobble. As league commissioner 
David Stern said: “We have a very 
diverse league. The question at the 
NBA is always, ‘Have you got game?’ 
That’s it, end of inquiry.” Call that one 
step forward for gay sports.

A second basketball story centered 
around Penn State University’s women’s 
basketball coach Rene Portland, who for 
several years has been engaged in “she 
said, she said” allegations with player 
Jennifer Harris, culminating in a lawsuit. 
Harris - who says she is not a lesbian 
- charged that Portland alleged she was 
gay, and harassed her for it. 

Former players added their own tales 
of Portland’s bias. A six-month internal 
investigation found the coach had 
indeed created a “hostile, intimidating, 
and offensive environment.” She was 
fined $10,000. Now, all parties have 
reached an agreement, settling the case 
once and for all.

Because terms are confidential, 

no one knows if Portland must attend 
diversity training, write “I will be nice to 
lesbians” 100 times, or lead the Dykes 
on Bikes contingent in the next Happy 
Valley Pride Parade. But this much is 
known: Rene Portland remains Penn 
State’s women’s basketball coach. 
That’s one step sideways.

The third item - the one step 
backward - is the most intriguing. “Gay 
athlete comes out” is now old news; so 
is “female coach makes life tough for 
lesbians.” But when a queer controversy 
erupts during the Super Bowl - well, as 
Willy Loman’s wife Linda said, “attention 
must be paid.”

The story began with Snickers acting 
like any other purveyor of sugar-infused 
goo trying to gain attention in a crowded 
marketplace. The company created a 
commercial featuring two automobile 
mechanics, more Deliverance or 
NASCAR than NFL, who for some 
unexplained reason share one Snickers 
bar - literally. Devouring the tasty 
treat, their mouths meet in the middle. 

They are so captivated by the caramel 
concoction that their lips actually - are 
you sitting down? - meet.

Being manly men, of course, they 
freak out. Here, Super Bowl advertising 
fans, is where the fun begins.

After explaining what has happened 
- “We kissed!” - the men seek four 
different solutions to their horrific mistake. 
In one, they prove their manliness by 
ripping out their chest hair. In another, 
they demonstrate their machismo by 
guzzling motor oil. In a third, another 

mechanic randomly appears and 
wonders where this Love Boat is 
headed. In the fourth scenario, our 
two smoochers take wrenches and 
other car-mechanic implements to 
each other, bashing their gayness 
away. And, one assumes, giving 
license to anyone watching to do 
the same to anyone who might in 
any way be thought to be maybe, 
possibly, the teensiest bit gay.

But wait! There’s more! 
Snickers posted all four versions 
on a special website, then added 
video clips of various Indianapolis 
Colts and Chicago Bears watching 
the ads on laptops. Their reactions 
- disgust, revulsion, horror, morbid 
fascination, even financial concern 
(“I hope they got paid lots of money 
to do that”) - were, to many viewers, 
far more offensive than the sight 
of two men inadvertently touching 
lips over the hood of a car.

A predictable wave of protests 
led Snickers to withdraw the 
video a couple of days later. The 
advertising agency laid all the 
blame on “the client,” and Snickers 
offered up the predictable “humor 

is very subjective” apology. But the 
incident underscored the still unsteady 
status of gay men in society, particularly 
in the arena of sports.

And Snickers - having gained the 
publicity it sought amid the cacophonous 
clutter of Super Bowl ads - is probably 
snickering all the way to the bank.

Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, 
soccer coach, gay activist, and author 
of the “Jocks” series of books on 
gay male athletes. Visit his website 
at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at 
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

Hoops and Hollers

John Amaechi

My Two Cents
Continued from previous page
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The caring professionals at Chase
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Dear Dr. Eva, 
I’ve seen billboards downtown that 

feature a picture of a guy sitting on a 
bench, looking out at a river. On the 
back of the bench is written: ‘He knows 
he has HIV. He doesn’t know his HIV 
puts him at risk for kidney disease.’  

Just what is the risk?
I know I have HIV….

Dear Knowing, 
There is some risk of kidney 

disease from HIV. After we talk about 
the actual risk, then we can talk about 
who is paying for the billboards, and 
why. This is a complex topic that takes 
some explaining, so this article will 
appear in two parts, in this issue and 
the next.  Just to start, let me warn you 
that there are other terms for kidneys: 
“renal” means related to the kidneys, 
and medical words with “neph” refer to 
the kidneys-for example, a nephrologist 
is a kidney specialist. (Do doctors use all 
these different terms to confuse people? 
Not consciously.)

In some people, the HIV virus causes 

direct damage to the kidneys. This is 
called HIV Associated Nephropathy, or 
HIVAN. (Everything related to HIV must 
have at least one acronym.) HIVAN is 
unusual. Out of 100 patients who are 
infected with HIV for 30 years, only 
2 or 3 will develop kidney failure from 
HIVAN. 

HIVAN occurs more often in some 
specific groups.  People with HIV are 
more likely to get HIV related kidney 
disease if they:

> are male
> are African - American
> have advanced HIV disease 

(AIDS)
> have a family history of kidney 

disease, or
> have used injection drugs.
These risk factors add up: the more 

of them you have, the greater your risk 

of kidney disease. The risk of all types of 
kidney disease also increases as people 
get older.

Like many kinds of kidney disease, 
the first sign of HIVAN is usually 
protein in the urine. Urine protein can 
be checked with a dipstick test in your 
doctor’s office. If the dipstick test does 
not show any protein, the urine can be 
sent to a lab for a more sensitive test, 
called urine microalbumin. If protein is 
present, either of two types of blood 
pressure medications, called ACEI’s and 
ARB’s, can be prescribed to help protect 
the kidneys by lowering the pressure in 
the small blood vessels in the kidneys. If 
HIV related kidney disease is worsening, 
the most effective management is to 
treat the HIV disease with antiretroviral 
medicine (HIV meds.) 

If you’re familiar with AIDS in 

Baltimore, you may notice that kidney 
disease, and even kidney failure 
leading to dialysis treatment, seems to 
be happening to more than 3 in 100 HIV 
patients. This is true, because of the 
characteristics of HIV patients in our 
region. As a group, HIV infected people 
in Baltimore are older, more likely to be 
African – American, and more likely to 
have used IV drugs, than HIV patients 
in other areas. 

African Americans have genetically 
higher risk for both high blood pressure 
and diabetes. Either diabetes or high 
blood pressure is much more likely to 
cause kidney failure than HIV is. Heroin 
nephropathy is another, unique type 
of kidney failure caused by the direct 
poisonous effect of heroin on the kidney, 
and it may not become apparent until 
many years after the person stopped 
using heroin. Hepatitis C, which is 
common in IV drug users in this area, 
is another cause of kidney disease. 
(Hepatitis B, which is less common 
here, also can injure the kidneys.) 

What Does HIV Have to Do with My Kidneys? 

Continued on next page
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Now you know the factors that lead 
to kidney failure in people with HIV. Most 
of these factors, like high blood pressure, 
Hepatitis C, and history of heroin use, 
are not caused by HIV but are common 
in people who have HIV. In this second 
part of the article, I’ll explain how kidney 
disease relates to HIV medication, and 
the reason for the billboards.

The more risk factors for kidney 
disease a person has, the likelier they 
are to eventually have kidney failure 
and need dialysis. For example, if you 
know someone who does not have 
HIV but does have high blood pressure 
and diabetes, that person is at much 
greater risk for kidney disease than a 
person who does have HIV but has no 
other kidney disease risk factors. On the 
other hand, if the person with high blood 
pressure and diabetes used to shoot 
drugs and has HIV and hepatitis C as 
a result, they are at very high risk, and 
the HIV is a relatively small part of their 
total risk.

Now, who is paying for those ads, 
and why? I can’t prove it, but here’s 
what I think. It’s not the National Kidney 
Foundation-it’s a drug company, in a 
sneaky ad campaign. About 2 years 
ago, two HIV combination medicines, 
Epzicom (abacavir and 3Tc) and Truvada 
(tenofovir and FTc), were released at 
about the same time. Both Epzicom and 
Truvada are useful medications, often 
prescribed in combination with Sustiva 
(efavirenz) or a protease inhibitor. 
Although the pros and cons of Epzicom 
and Truvada are about equivalent, 
Truvada became more popular and 
much more of it has been prescribed 
and sold. With the recent release of the 
first one-pill treatment for HIV, Atripla 
(efavirenz/tenofovir/FTc), the market 
for Epzicom got even smaller. Now 
the makers of Epzicom are trying to 
find a way to get some of the business 
that’s going to Truvada and Atripla. The 
kernel of truth in their argument is that 
tenofovir, which is part of both Truvada 
and Atripla, can worsen kidney disease 
in people who already have it. When 
there is worsening of kidney disease 
due to tenofovir, it usually goes away 
when the medicine is stopped. 

Of course, the makers of Epzicom 
are looking for a larger HIV market than 
just the small number of HIV patients 
who already have kidney disease. So 
they are trying to create worry about 
kidney disease in people who don’t 
yet have it, in hopes that patients will 
be more worried than they should be 
about taking tenofovir, and will request 

Epzicom instead of Truvada or Atripla. 
My suggestion? Get your urine 

checked for protein. If there is no 
protein, have it rechecked every year, 
and don’t worry about the kidney risk if 
your doctor suggests you take tenofovir. 
If there is protein n your urine, and you 
are taking tenofovir, talk to your doctor 
about whether there is another HIV 
medicine that would be as effective 
for you as tenofovir. If there is another 
choice, you may want to consider 
switching medicines. But if there isn’t 
another good option, it makes sense 
to keep taking tenofovir, as long as you 
make sure your kidneys are monitored 
every 6 months with urine and blood 
tests. 

Whatever you do, don’t get caught 
up in a financial fight between two big 
companies whose first concern is not 
your health, but their bottom line.

Dr.Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of 
Primary Care at Chase Brexton Health 
Services. Send your comments and 
questions to her by email at publisher@ 
baltimoreoutloud.com, or by surface 
mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase Brexton 
Health Services, 1001 Cathedral St., 
Baltimore, MD 21201

Dr. Eva
Continued from previous page
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By Gregg Shapiro
 
When out performer Bitch sings, 

“Dare me to rise/and I’ll rise,” in the song 
“Rise,” on her first solo album, Make 
This Break This (Kill Rock Stars), you 
believe that she means business. The 
song, which delivers a set of blows to 
the Bush dynasty and the war in Iraq, is 
the political centerpiece of this powerful 
set of songs. Bitch, who can add actress 
to her long list of accomplishments with 
her appearance in the movie “Shortbus,” 
took some time to talk about her career.

Gregg Shapiro: First of all, I have to 
tell you that there are people still talking 
about the time, a few years ago, when 
you joined Ferron onstage at the Queer 
Is Folk Festival in Chicago. It was this 
meeting of two different generations 
of women’s music pioneers and it felt 
historical. Did it have special meaning 
to you as well?

Bitch: Oh, completely. I think that 
was the first time I ever joined her 
on stage. And we have since toured 
together.  That was an incredible time. 
I always look back to that time, too. It 
just felt like exactly what you said, a 
meeting of two generations. I am so 
inspired by her and her music. I think I 
finally convinced her to let me produce 
a record for her.  

GS: That would be so cool! I 
also want to congratulate you on 
your appearance in John Cameron 
Mitchell’s Shortbus. What was the 

experience like for you?
Bitch: It was definitely more than 

just filming something. For a couple of 
years there we were all getting together 
and having these kinds of salons. We 
would get together and play games, or 
have dinners and stuff like that, so it was 
a real feeling of community building, 
which was so great. That’s something 
that seems so hard to find in New York., 
I mean it always has been for me in 
some ways. I feel like I kind of became 
part of a new family in a sort of way. It 
was super inspiring.  

GS: Plus, you got to play music 
in it, too.

Bitch: Yeah, yeah. John was a 
real leader in that way. I feel like he 
was really good at figuring out people’s 
strengths. The whole movie was about 
that, he was working with these actors 
who he wanted to work with, but didn’t 
necessarily know where it was going, 
that kind of thing. As we would all get 
to know each other, it became clear as 
far as who should be doing what kind 
of thing.   

GS: You also appeared in John’s 
video for Bright Eyes’ “First Day of 
My Life.” Is there any chance that he 
will be directing a music video for 
you someday?

Bitch: Oh God, I hope so (laughs)! I 
know, right! That seems like it should be 
the next thing down the line.  

GS: When I saw you open for Amy 
Ray in Chicago, you were going by 
Capital b. Were you having an artist 
formerly known as Bitch moment?

Bitch: Yeah! 
(laughs). (Sings) 
Identity crisis. Now 
I’m back full circle. 
I was starting to 
tread in these 
other worlds. First 
of all, I was having 
this issue as far as, 
for example, the 
Associated Press 
interviewed me 
about Shortbus, 
but they absolutely 
wouldn’t let me 
be interviewed if I 
insisted on being 
called Bitch. This 
kind of stuff, so my 
friends have been 
calling me Capital 
b. for a long time. 
In a way it kind of 
developed out of 
necessity. Many 

people have two different names they go 
by. I do kind of like having two different 

names. Ferron was calling me Capital 
b on this last tour, which I thought was 
so cute. To me, it feels, not riskier, but 
something hipper. Hearing that come 
out of her voice was so sweet. But I 
think I was just trying something new to 
see how it felt, and I liked it. But there 
are definitely going to be times where 
you see me appearing as Capital b, but 
you know I think my main thing is always 
going to be Bitch.

GS: Your new disc Make This, 
Break This was produced June 
Millington, who like Ferron, is a 
legendary figure, particularly in the 
women’s music world. She also 
produced the Bitch & Animal Sour 
Juice and Rhyme disc. What makes 
your working relationship with June 
such a good one?

Bitch: I think June is so talented. 
I’ve noticed myself that I definitely 
gravitate to people who weren’t. I feel 
like a lot of my working relationships 
are with people who weren’t necessarily 
raised in this culture. I don’t know what 
it is. There is something about June; 
she is so not American in a certain way, 
like she is not your “typical” girl. That’s a 
horrible thing to say, “typical girl.” But she 
is very empowered in her opinions and 
she was very determined about certain 
sides of me that she wanted to see 
come out on this record that she’d never 
seen before. And she is very focused on 
her goals, as far as how to get there, 
even though when you’re making a 
record you can get so caught up in the 
minutiae and that was really good for 
me. Because at the time, I was in a bit 
of a huge change in my life and it was 
hard for me to stay focused on “what is 
the ultimate thing.” My whole thing was 
like, “I just want to make a record. Okay 
let’s put this down, let’s put that down.” 
I mean we probably put twenty songs 
down and we ended up using thirteen of 
them. I feel like I was the wild horse and 
she was harnessing it.

GS” Since this is a solo disc, 
what would you say were some of 
the things you did on it that makes 
it distinctive from a Bitch and Animal 
album?

Bitch: Definitely there is an element 
of a journal on this record that I feel like 
is less present in my work with Animal. 
Because I think I took the risk of doing 
things that weren’t fully crafted yet. I 
risked recording songs that I’ve never 
played live, for example. I think there is a 
personal element that comes out, that’s 
a little more raw than what I’ve done in 
the past. It’s definitely an example of 

what two Aries can do, when they’re 
up all night together (laughs) during 
eight months together. June and I were 
incredibly focused together and we could 
spend really long hours in the studio. I 
think it comes out, there’s a bit of a fuller 
sound happening on the record. There 
is something that sounds more backed 
up to me. Whereas when Animal and I 
are in the studio there is an element of 
- “Let’s just look at each other and let it 
spill out” kind of thing. Whereas this was 
a more methodical, longer meditation, is 
what it felt like.  

GS: The disc was mixed by 
Roma Baran who is known for her 
work with Laurie Anderson. I started 
thinking about all of these parallels: 
you play violin (as does Anderson), 
and the epic closing track “The Most 
Powerful Thing That Ever Happened 
In the Entire World” has a Laurie 
Anderson quality to it. How much of 
an influence would you say Laurie 
Anderson had on you?

Bitch: Laurie Anderson was always 
a huge figure in my life, as far as 
knowing that she plays violin, knowing 
that she was “out there” and still having 
commercial success. She was following 
a clearly different muse than most people 
in the musical landscape of her times. 
It’s funny, too, I remember in some of 
our old Bitch and Animal press releases, 
in one of our old bios we said we were 
“like Laurie Anderson making out with 
They Might Be Giants.” Apparently she’s 
been very lodged in my subconscious 
(laughs).

Does it feel good to you now to 
use Logo as a tool of visibility? Do 
you think Logo is that for you and for 
other queer artists?

Bitch: Oh, yeah, definitely. Funnily 
enough, I’ve never even seen Logo. I’ve 
definitely felt a wave of it. Yeah, I mean 
even just the certain visibility. My friend 
(lesbian hip-hop artist) God-des has 
had a lot of visibility because of that. 
And just them being at all of the events 
and honoring this part of our community. 
Yes, I’ve definitely felt another level of 
visibility because of it.

Bitch Is Back:  
An Interview With Musician Bitch

Bitch and Animal
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST 
TO SEE THE FILM

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street, on

Friday, March 16th for your chance to receive a 
pass, good for two, to an advance screening of the film.

No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One (admit-two) pass per person. 
Employees of Fox Searchlight Pictures, Baltimore OUTLoud and Lambda Rising are not eligible.

OPENS IN BALTIMORE FRIDAY, MARCH 30

&

Based on the epic graphic novel by 
Frank Miller, 300 is a ferocious retelling 
of the ancient Battle of Thermopylae in 
which King Leonidas (Gerard Butler) 
and 300 Spartans fought to the death 
against Xerxes and his massive Persian 
army. Facing insurmountable odds, 
their valor and sacrifice inspire all of 
Greece to unite against their Persian 
enemy, drawing a line in the sand for 
democracy.

I have been chomping at the bit to 
see 300 ever since I saw the first trailer, 
even though I had no idea that it was 
based on a graphic novel by the same 
guy who did the Sin City graphic novels. 
The trailer showed impressive effects, an 
arresting visual style, and a cast of actors 
that all fit the description of “hunky.” 

I hoped and prayed that the film 
itself would not be a letdown after all the 

hype. And now for the bad news…yes, 
I was ultimately let down, not by the 
visual style or the cast, but by the pacing 
and minimal (or should I say “spartan”) 
plot. The problem that I found, after 
ruminating on the film for a few days, is 
that we never really know what makes 
Sparta such a fabulous place to live.  It 
seems to be out in the middle of nowhere 
with a very small population (they can 
only afford to send 300 men into battle), 
but we never really get to see the culture 
or what makes the place tick.  We know 
that benevolent King Leonides (Butler) 
wants to protect Sparta at any cost, 
going so far as to ignore the warnings 
of the creepy old mystics and the oracle 
that he cannot fight a war during a major 
holiday (I’m still not quite sure what the 
holiday was because no one seems to 
be celebrating). 

Once he and his army leave Sparta, 
Queen Gorgo (wait, wasn’t that a giant 
monster movie from the 60s?) tries 
desperately to gain favor for the war 
within the Senate (hmm, this is sounding 
familiar) and have more troops sent 
to defend their land. This is a small 

scene in the film, and nothing really 
seems to get accomplished, while out 
on the battlefield Leonides and his men 
bravely fight against all the armies of 
Persia, surprising the God-King Xerxes 
(Santoro) with their skill and tenacity. 
Sparta’s success seems to be assured 
until a Spartan traitor is revealed, but 
Leonides and his men fight on.

If you are a fan of Sin City (the 
movie), then you will most definitely 
enjoy 300. The films share a unique 
visual style, and while the previous 
film was mainly in black and white 

punctuated with some primary colors, 
300 has a stunning visual palette, with 
sepia tone and watercolor-like images, 
and lots of dark red blood. Yes, the movie 
is ultra-violent with stabbing (by sword 
and arrows) and beheadings and piles 
of dead bodies used as barricades, and 
the (digital) blood flows freely…except, 
and this is one of the things that really 
distracted, there is never any blood on 
the ground.  Blood literally explodes 
out of people and if you watch closely it 
seems to evaporate before ever hitting 

300 
Cast: Gerard Butler; Lena Headey; 
Dominic West; David Wenham; Rodrigo 
Santoro
Director: Zack Snyder

See Film on page 22



22   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD March 16, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday

����������
��������������������
������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������

�������������
�����������

the ground. Someone did try to tell me 
a bunch of soldiers were lying in a large 
puddle at the end, but it wasn’t blood it 
was their red capes! 

Another distraction for some may 
be the men themselves (and their 
“wardrobe”). Each actor is buffed to 
perfection and takes pride in showing off 
what they’ve got. The Spartans, again 
defining the word “spartan,” wear little 
more than leather Speedos, sandals 
and capes. In battle they also have 
helmets and shields, but little else in the 

way of protection. They’re all impossibly 
beautiful, so maybe that’s why Sparta 
was such a great place to live – eye 
candy for everyone (well, except for 
those “boy lovers” from Greece)!

I went into 300 with high expectations, 
hoping to learn more about this battle 
because I was always fascinated with 
ancient history but I came away with 
little more than an appreciation for the 
fine work of an army of digital artists 
and personal trainers, because without 
them 300 would have been a bore to sit 
through. 

I really, really wanted to love this 
movie but the lack of plot and character 

development just killed it for me and 
has left me at a loss for words. I didn’t 
hate the film, but I didn’t love it either. I 
mildly liked it, I suppose, and I can only 
recommend it to fans of the graphic 
novel, or people who appreciate the 
visual style of the film. 

The cast doesn’t have much to do 
when they’re not fighting, and if you’ve 
seen the previews where Gerard Butler 
screams the word “Sparta” over and 
over again, you’ll have an idea of what 
to expect from him. Fans of Lost may 
also be intrigued by Rodrigo Santoro’s 
Xerxes.  On Lost he plays Flight 815 
passenger Paolo (who we’ve just seen 

for the first time this season), but you’d 
never recognize him in 300. Xerxes 
is bald and wears makeup to rival Liz 
Taylor’s Cleopatra, and he’s also been 
digitally enhanced to make him much 
larger than the other men in the film (he 
is a God, after all). I think that distracted 
me too, knowing that face but not being 
able to place it. Come to think of it, 
perhaps the whole film on first viewing 
was just one distraction after another. 
I’m willing to give it a second chance, but 
for now I’ll just give it a barely passable 
grade. 

Rated R for graphic battle sequences 
throughout, some sexuality and nudity.

Film
Continued from page 20
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Come join us this Memorial Day Weekend in rural, northeastern Maryland for our 13th year.  
Register early for the lowest price (includes lodging, meals and beverages).  All cabins are 

bathroom-equipped.  Weekend rates start at $295.  
Special offer for guys with valid student ID at $225. 

Shuttle service provided to camp from Amtrak station for additional cost.
This is a nude, not clothing optional, ages 21+, male-only event sponsored by  

The Philadelphia Area Naked Guys.
Come and party with over 200 guys from around the country and the world.  Enjoy lounging 

poolside, go hiking, nightly themed cocktail parties, disco, square dancing, shows and much more.
Phillynakedguys.org •  215-978-7264, 
PANG/PO BOX 42691/PHILA/PA/19101

GET NAKED! ** HAVE FUN **ALL MEN**ALL NUDE**ALL THE TIME**

EAST COAST GATHERING
May 25 – 29, 2007

Come Hang Out With Us!

baltimore eagle
leather and video

store
open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com
443.524.3289

CUM PICK UP A LITTLE SOMETHING TO 
TAKE HOME FROM THE EAGLE

 
FCUK FLIK FRIDAY

1/2 price video rentals from 9-11 Fridays
 

 Friday March 16, BLACKOUT PARTY  
15% off of our entire stock of Metal Cockrings

Wednesday March 21, ASH WEDNESDAY
The Cigar Party buy five cigars and get a free cutter

Friday March 30, COWBOYS AND COCK...TAILS
Chaps 15% off for the guys and gals in cowboy gear

BALTIMORE’S PREMIERE 
NUDE MALE ENTERTAINMENT BAR

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 7pm - 1am.  •  Dancers Start at 8  •  Parking Permits Available. 
SPECTRUM

2000 Eastern Ave, Baltimore, MD 21231
410-563-2482 • Spectrummen.com • Spectrummen@aol.com

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 5 - 5 - 5
$5 cover, 5 Dancers, 5 hours
7PM -Midnight! Pizza, w/Joseph & Darryl 

Employment: 
Dancers, Bartenders and Dancer 
Manager position available.

Friday Night
Amateur Contest  
Soaking Wet 
11:30 pm!

Saturday, April 14th ~ 7-1 am.

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY!
$400 Ultimate Amateur Contest, Food, Give-A-Ways, Co-Sponsorship 
from Manhunt; a portion of door cover will be donated to Food and 
Friends.  Pre-qualify for the contest by entering our Soaking Wet Contest 
w/a Twist on Friday nights!  Hosted by Alexander St. John

 Although the snow may be gone for 
the year, there is an avalanche of leather 
events coming in the next few months.

The Maryland LeatherSIR/ 
Leatherboy 2007 Contest will be held 
on March 17 at 2 p.m. at the Hippo. 
Doors open at 1pm and the contest is at 
2pm. Tickets are available at the door. 
The contest will be emceed by Dan Noel 
(Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 1989) and 
Rodney Burger (Maryland Mr. Drummer 

2001) and will include entertainment 
by Positive Voices, Beth Brockelman, 
Lauren Mitchell, and Mike Zito. 
Afterwards there will be a victory party 
for Maryland LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 
2007 at Club Phoenix. Our two new 
Maryland titleholders will advance to the 
Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 
2007 Contest on July 14 at the Hippo. 

It is not too late to join me for the Long 
Island Ravens 15th Anniversary Weekend 

on March 23-25 in Ronkonkoma, NY. 
The weekend includes a Leather Ball 
at the historic Thatched Cottage, a 
Master & Slave Auction, and of course 
cocktail parties- in fact; I will be hosting 
a cocktail party along with my fellow 
ShipMates. Visit www.liravensmc.org 
for all the details. Don’t want to drive 
that far on March 24? Well, you can go 
down to D.C. and attend the 5th Annual 
Defenders Leather Flea Market at 
Titan’s/ Ramrod from noon-5 p.m. There 
will be great stuff to buy from Defenders, 
Spartans, Highwaymen, D.C. Boys of 
Leather, Centaurs, SIGMA, MAST, and 
more. I am sorry I am going to miss it 
because I have gotten some great stuff 
at this event- but take a tip from me- 
arrive at noon on March 24. The good 
stuff goes faster than a ShipMate in a 
buffet line! 

If you don’t want to leave town at 
all on March 24, you can attend Miss 
Leon’s Benefit for BHT at Tyson Place. 
Show starts at 8 p.m. 

I will miss being in D.C. on March 
24, but I will be there on March 31 as the 
ShipMates host a bar night at the D.C. 
Eagle. 

 If March sounds busy, you should 
see April. Of course, April 5-8 is the 
International Ms. Leather 2007 Contest 
in San Francisco. I only wish I could 
be there to cheer on our own Joanna 
Millhouse (Ms. Baltimore Eagle 2006) as 
she represents our area at IMsL. I know 
she will make us proud, as she has all 
year. However, since it is also Easter 
weekend, I have family obligations in 
Hagerstown. 

Speaking of Hagerstown, on a recent 

visit I stopped in to Rainbow Connection 
at 14½ E. Washington Street. What a 
great store. They even have leather, 
leather pride items -you name it! Plus, 
they are really nice people. I hope to 
visit again soon!

I also wish I could be two places at 
once on the weekend of April 27-29. I will 
be in Cleveland for CLAW (Cleveland 
Leather Awareness Weekend (Visit 
www.clawinfo.org), but up in Scranton, 
PA it is also the 10th Anniversary of NEPA 
Leathermen. Those NEPA guys are way 
too much fun!  

May will bring the COMMAND 
Anniversary Dinner at Tyson Place 
on May 12 followed by a COMMAND 
Bar Night and IML Sendoff Benefit 
for SIR Steve, Mr. Maryland Leather 
2007. Sir Steve, who was sashed MML 
in November had a chance to go to 
Philadelphia Leather Weekend and the 
D.C. Eagle Anniversary and Contest 
before he went out to sea for a few 
months. He returned to Baltimore on 
March 12- so be sure to welcome him 
home. 

May 18-20 is the Excelsior, MC. 
32nd Anniversary on Fire Island and 
the Mr. Fire Island Leather Contest 
and of course May 23-28 is the main 
event: International Mr. Leather 2007 in 
Chicago. It is going to be a great spring-
things are heating up. 
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tuesdays free pool

2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

Friday March 16

BLACKOUT PARTY
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE EAGLE 
STAYS AT THE EAGLE

Ash Wednesday, March 21st 
THE CIGAR PARTY
with  drink specials and Eagle Leather Store specials

Friday March 16
COWBOYS AND COCK...
TAILS PARTY.
Western attire gets discount drink specials from nine to 
eleven and join the hot rodeo riders from the Atlantic States 
Gay Rodeo Association for RIP OFF FRIDAY Not only do you 
get to rip the cowboys clothes off but you get a prize too!   
Like you needed anything else.

BAR NIGHTS
Sat. March 17 A.S.G.R.A.
Sat. March 24 Ms Baltimore Eagle
Fri. March 30 A.S.G.R.A.

FULL MOON PARTY
Monday April 2nd.
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Gay men and lesbians looking for 
an active getaway might consider the 
annual Ski Week in Aspen. There’s 
also Key West, with its sun and sand. 
And who can forget that perennial gay 
favorite, Calgary?

Calgary?
Sure. For the past 25 years the 

windswept city in the foothills of the 
Canadian Rockies, whose economy 
has long been fueled by oil and gas, 
has hosted the Western Cup. Don’t let 
the cowboy-sounding name fool you: 
It’s a gay-themed sports festival. This 
year, from April 1-8, the lineup includes 
ice hockey, swimming, running, 
volleyball, bowling, badminton, 
and curling. (Yes, curling’s a sport. 
This is Canada, eh?)

This year, too, the Western 
Cup is adding OutRights (a 
human rights conference on lgbt 
issues) and OutFest (a “cultural 
extravaganza”). The total package 
- called the First North American 
OutGames - hopes to spotlight 
Calgary as a diverse, creative city 
with a vibrant gay community. 

Calgary?
“I know the perception of this 

city is extremely conservative and 
redneck-dominated,” says Brad 
Bostock, OutGames executive 
director. (The event will be held 
under the same Gay and Lesbian 
International Sports Association 
umbrella that sanctioned last 
summer’s money-losing Outgames 
I in Montreal, but these first North 
American OutGames should not 
be confused with those.) 

“Oil and gas is still our predominant 
employer, but over the last few years a 
lot of different corporations have moved 
here, and our economy has boomed in 
a lot of ways,” Bostock notes. The city’s 
population has nearly doubled since the 
1988 Winter Olympics, to one million. At 
the same time, Bostock says, the gay 
community has come into its own. There 
are five bars and a number of cafes and 
restaurants, though Calgary lacks a 
clearly defined gay neighborhood. 

For years, the Western Cup flew 
under the radar. But as it grew in scope, 
people paid attention. Tourism Calgary 
- the city’s marketing organization - 
supported it enthusiastically. Straight 
allies were welcomed on the organizing 
committee, and as participants. Bostock 
cannot recall any negative incidents 
surrounding the event.

On the contrary, he says, the 
Western Cup has created awareness 
of Calgary’s gay community, and an 
appreciation for the fact that gay men 

and lesbians are accomplished hockey 
players, swimmers, runners, bowlers, 
volleyballists, badmintonians, and - who 
knew? - curlers.

In fact, says Bostock, one of his 
favorite Western Cup memories is of a 
father and two sons who curl together 
every year in Calgary. One son is gay; 

the father and other son are straight. But 
there they are, pushing the ol’ broom and 
stone down the ice together every year, 
having more fun than any three curlers 
should be allowed to have. “That’s what 
it’s all about,” Bostock says.

Curling is not all that gay Canada 
is proud of, of course. There’s Olympic 
gold medal swimmer Mark Tewksbury - a 
Calgary native who has lived elsewhere 
for many years. Tewksbury attended last 
year’s Winter Cup and learned all about 
its first-ever swimming competition. He 
said that if the event had been available 
when he was younger, he might have 
come out sooner.

But in 2007 many gay men and 
lesbian are out as athletes. They form 
communities based on their sport, 
not just their shared same-gender 
attractions. The Western Cup provides 
a chance to meet other gay competitors 
from across North America. Friendships 
form, and each year they are renewed 
and strengthened.

“It’s so much fun to see friends from 
Winnipeg, Toronto, and New York get 

together each year,” Bostock says. “It’s 
nice to win and be number one, but it’s 
more important to just be here, playing 
the sport you love with people you like.”

Western Cup participants certainly 
have a good time. Each year, Bostock 
says, employees at the host Westin 
Hotel Calgary call the gay and lesbian 

athletes “the most fun group we’ve 
had.”

But even the most competitive 
and/or fun-loving gay hockey 
player, runner, or curler needs time 
to get in touch with his or her inner 
drama queen or activist. That’s 
why Bostock is equally proud of 
next month’s culture festival and 
human rights conference.

OutFest - produced by the 
decidedly unathletically named 
Fairytales Presentation Society - 
will feature seven days of dramatic 
performances, films, concerts, and 
comedy shows. One highlight: “a 
classic evening of Lily Tomlin,” 
followed by a question-and-answer 
session.

On April 2 and 3, OutRights 
will bring together local, national, 
and international business and 
community leaders, scholars, 
students, politicians, and 
philanthropists, to share knowledge 

and raise awareness of GLBT human 
rights issues. Judy Shepard, the mother 
of murdered college student Matthew 
Shepard and executive director of a 
foundation that bears his name, is the 
keynote speaker. She’ll talk about the 
importance of embracing diversity, 
respecting everyone, and preventing 
hate.

Who knows? She might even find 
time to enjoy the Western Games. 

Calgary. We’re here. We’re queer. 
Let’s go curling.

Editor’s note: For more information 
on the Western Cup, OutFest, and 
OutRights, visit www.calgary2007.com.

Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, 
soccer coach, gay activist, and author 
of the “Jocks” series of books on 
gay male athletes. Visit his website 
at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at 
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

The OutField
By Dan Woog
Sports

Gay Jocks Converge on Calgary
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The 110Realty.com Team 
We Give 100%... & Then Another 10! 
10% of  our profit to Your Charity of  Choice 

NOW AVAILABLE 
More photos @ www.110Realty.com! 

Ken Maher, Realtor 
Serving Baltimore City & County, in 
neighborhoods like Charles Village, 

Roland Park, Mt. Vernon,  
Mt. Washington, Bolton Hill,  

Guilford & Homeland. 
www.110Realty.com 

Coldwell Banker  
Roland Park @ Cross Keys 

Cell 410-419-4321 
KMaher@CBMove.com

Sally Byrne, Cara Cohen,  
Nicci Hyatt & Ken Maher 

COMING SOON!  HOMES IN... 
Charles Village  ·  Mt. Vernon  ·  Roland Park  ·  Guilford 

Homeland  ·  Beverly Hills  ·  Mt. Washington  ·  Butchers Hill 
Bolton Hill  ·  Otterbein  ·  Harbor East  ·  Federal Hill 

EMAIL INFO@110.REALTY.COM w/your housing needs & we’ll send you listings! 

HOMELAND 
5104 Springlake Way, 21212 

Charming stone Colonial on large, level lot.  
5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths & finished basement. 
The home offers traditional charm with a large 
living room with wood-burning fireplace & 
French doors leading to a flagstone patio, a  
2-car garage, lovely dining room, & an eat-in 
kitchen. All freshly painted & lovely refinished 
floors, only the kitchen awaits your updates. 

Make it Your Masterpiece!Coming Soon: Call for Pricing 

MT. VERNON 
1001 St. Paul #5C, 21202 

Enjoy the best value in Downtown Baltimore! 
This highly sought “C Unit” on the fifth floor features a  

large bedroom & living room plus an office or eating nook. 
Windows on all sides drape the rooms with natural light. 
Newer HVAC unite; upgraded, newer wood flooring in  

hallway & kitchen.; 24-hour front desk; stunning deck views; 
fabulous location near restaurants & museums. 

A Slice of NYC Right Here in Baltimore! 
$159,900— low fee & taxes

FELLS POINT 
227 S. Wolfe St., 21231 

Very large home — 3,000+ square feet. 
2-units (zoning intact) with a total of 6-7 bedrooms & 4.5 baths. 

A spectacular main home PLUS a rental unit to offset  
the mortgage. 2-story living room with wood-burning  

fireplace & expansive brick wall. Plank pine floors,  
updated systems, roof deck! OH—the possibilities!  

With a  little creativity this is dream house  
in the making. Priced to Sell! 

$399,500

Please check us out at www.110Realty.com! 
KEN’S CELL 410-419-4321 · Coldwell Banker 410-235-4100 

P. Kenerick Maher, Realtor -- Equal House Opportunity 

Realtors all know that the busiest 
season for residential sales is in 
springtime, after many homes have 
languished on the market through cold 
and dreary winter months. Buyers 
come out to play, landscapes come 
alive making homes look their best, 
and sellers who are ready can gain the 
advantage of the first wave of spring 
shopping fever. 

Those who wait until the tulips 
bloom to do their spring cleaning and 
put things into motion will often be too 
late, and that can mean missing the 
best marketing momentum of the year. 
A better strategy is to plan ahead and 
use the quiet final weeks of winter 
– when contractors, landscapers, and 
Realtors have less business and plenty 
of time on their hands – to prepare for 
success. With a little effort and even a 
small budget, it is easy to dress up your 
property and get ready for lots of early 
showings and a quick sale at a higher 
price.

Here are five tips for those planning 
to list and sell their homes as soon as 
the weather improves and the blossoms 
fill the flowerbeds:

1. Talk to a Realtor and Do 
Preliminary Research:

Ask a Realtor to “run comps” – or 
research comparative prices of recently 
sold homes in your neighborhood. How 
long they were on the market prior to sale, 
how similar they are to your property in 
size, condition, and amenities, and how 
close the final purchase amount was to 
the original asking price are key pieces 
of information. By analyzing them, a 
Realtor can help you establish the best 
and highest price for your own property.

2. Get a Professional Critique:
Invest a little to dress up your home 

and you can gain many times that 
amount at the closing table. Houses 
that look neat and tidy and have no 
conspicuous problems or needed repairs 
fetch higher prices and sell faster. Have 
a Realtor or inspector give your home 
a complimentary once-over, suggesting 
things to make it look better before you 
put it on the market. Make a budget 
and a punch list of tasks, and prepare 
to get the work done before your house 
is listed, so you can put your best foot 
forward right out of the starting gate.

3. Interview and Schedule 
Contractors:

As soon as you complete your to-
do list, line up contractors while their 
business is still slow, establish a budget, 
and get the dirty work done and out of the 

way. Landscapers, painters, masons, 
plumbers, and carpenters are generally 
swamped with calls in springtime but are 
hungry for work during winter. Schedule 
them while the weather is still cold and 
you will get prompt service – perhaps at 
discounted prices – but if you wait until 
April or May they may be too booked to 
even return your calls.

3. Do Serious Housekeeping:
Once the repairs are done and the 

work crews and their muddy shoes are 
out of the way, give your home a deep 
clean, begin packing non-essentials, 
straighten out the garage and the 
basement, and wax the floors. 

4. Price the property while using a 
calendar:

Now go back to step #1, and revisit 
those comps with your Realtor. In a 
shifting market, prices can change 
dramatically within a month or two, so 
fine tune your research and establish 
a fresh, updated price. Mark it on your 
calendar, and if your strategy is to start 
high and then lower the price if needed, 
mark it down and date it. If you decide to 
drop the price 15 percent after 21 days 
if interest is lackluster, for example, 
stick to the plan automatically when 
the calendar tells you it’s time. Don’t 
get bogged down with indecision and 
second-guess yourself into hanging 
on while buyers take their business 
elsewhere.

5. Go “Live” with Your Listing and 
Plan an Open House for Brokers:

As soon as you’ve done steps 1-4, 
list the property and have your listing 
agent arrange a weekday Open House 
for Brokers. This type of Open House 
should be done on Monday or Tuesday, 
when most Realtors are not as busy 
showing property. Offer a simple lunch 
of sandwiches and soda, and have your 
listing agent invite every real estate 
brokerage in the area. Give each guest 
a fact sheet with a photo of the house to 
help them remember it. For each Realtor 
who shows up, you will gain access to 
dozens of qualified buyers, so this kind 
of event is the ultimate inexpensive 
advertisement. 

Trust the sale of your home to a 
professional committed to equality 
and integrity in services to the GLBT 
community at www.GayRealEstate.com. 
Or call toll-free at 1-888-420-MOVE 
(6683). They offer solid expertise in all 
areas of real estate for both sellers and 
buyers. 

Spring Planning for 
Homeowners
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  Intercom Entrance
  1, 2 & 3 BR Apts. Avail.
  Full Washer and Dryer
  24-hour Fitness Center
  MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

Open Mon - Fri 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

Call for directions... 

410-281-0075
7610 Reserve Circle 
Windsor Mill, MD 21244

The Perfect Romantic  
Getaway!
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