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Large Crowd Turns Out for HIV Testing Forum 

By J.P. Salerno

When Jason & deMarco were 
featured on the July 2004 cover of The 
Advocate, they became the poster boys 
for lgbts reclaiming their faith. However, 
though they contend that spirituality 
plays a significant role in their lives, the 
duo wants you to know that their music 
is not religious.

Whatever it is, it has been striking 
a chord with the lgbt community. The 
music video for their latest record, This 
Is Love, was voted the Best Video for 
2006 on Logo’s music countdown show, 
The Click List. The CD/DVD of the song 
was released nationwide on Valentine’s 
Day.  

OUTloud: Take us back to the 
beginning, how did you guys meet? 

deMarco: I was a waiter at a 
restaurant in Los Angeles. One night, 
after work, the owner of the restaurant 

Love Conquers All
Pop duo Jason & deMarco Release This Is Love

By Steve Charing
Senior Political Analyst

ANNAPOLIS—A couple of hundred 
lgbt activists from all over the state 
braved the brisk, misty air to attend 
Equality Maryland’s 4th annual Lobby 
Day on February 12. The crowd, while 
significantly smaller than at previous 
Lobby Day rallies at Lawyers Mall, 
was enthusiastic and vociferous and 
represented a broad segment of 
Maryland’s lgbt community and its 
allies.

“We want to show the legislature 
that we have wide and diverse support 
for lgbt equality,” Sara Ryan, Equality 
Maryland’s field organizer told Baltimore 
OUTloud. “We have here gay and 
straight people, people of faith, non-
religious people, union, non-union, all 
kinds of people.”

Gita Deane and Lisa Polyak, two of 
the original plaintiffs in the Deane and 
Polyak v. Conaway lawsuit, emceed 
the rally. The lawsuit is challenging 
Maryland’s 1973 marriage law that 

Lobby Day Draws Statewide Activists, Politicians
LGBT, allies push for transgender equality;  
oppose marriage amendment

restricts the definition of marriage to be 
one man and woman and is currently 
under deliberation by the Maryland 
Court of Appeals.

Dr. Dana Beyer, a transgendered 
person who unsuccessfully ran for the 
House of Delegates, set the tone by 
arguing for transgender equality. She 
offered examples of how transgendered 
individuals are discriminated against; 
how she—a physician—could lose her 
job; and how the transgendered are 
often victims of violence and hate. One 
of Equality Maryland’s main legislative 
initiatives this General Assembly will be 
to add transgendered individuals to the 
state’s anti-discrimination law.

Delegate Victor Ramirez, a Prince 
Georges Democrat further fired up the 
crowd. “[Marriage equality] is a critical 
issue for all of us, not just some,” he 
exhorted. “This will define us as a state.” 
Del. Ramirez, a strong advocate for 
immigration rights added, “To those who 
bring us issues to divide us—shame 
on you!” He plans to champion a pro-

Film Editor Chuck Duncan Goes to the Oscars Early - see his picks page 18

Story on page 3
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marriage bill in the House of Delegates.
Senator Gwendolyn Britt, another 

Democrat from Prince Georges County 
was next by relating the struggle for 
lgbt equality to that of the civil rights 
movement. She was a major activist 
against segregation, having been jailed 
for her protests. 

According to a statement from 
Equality Maryland, “if the high court in 
Maryland does not unequivocally rule 
to end discrimination in civil marriage, 
[Sen. Britt] will sponsor and shepherd 
a marriage equality bill in the Maryland 
Senate.”

“I fought against segregation, and 
I’m equality compelled to speak out for 
your equal rights in Maryland and in the 
U.S.,” she said to the cheering crowd. 
“For civil marriage, the time is now.”

Other speakers included Fred 

Mason, Executive Director, Metro DC 
AFL-CIO with son, Fred Mason III and 
his son’s husband, Philip Lovett. Pro-
gay equality supporters in the legislature 
were sighted at the event, including 
Sen. Rich Madaleno (D-Montgomery 
County), the highest elected openly gay 
person in the state and Del. Elizabeth 
Bobo (D-Columbia). 

A few in the crowd complained 
that neither Governor O’Malley nor Lt. 
Governor Brown was present at the 
rally, which would have signaled a new 
pro-gay rights climate in Annapolis. 
However, Equality Maryland’s Sara 
Ryan confirmed to OUTloud that they 
had not been invited.

During and after the rally, groups 
of lgbt folks, supporters, friends and 
families proceeded to visit with their 
district delegates and senators. They 
pressed for an end to transgender 
discrimination, promoted domestic 
partner benefits for state employees and 
other initiatives to ease some financial 
burdens on Maryland’s lgbt citizens. 

In addition, they sought to avert yet 
another attempt by both houses in the 
General Assembly to amend the state’s 
constitution that would permanently 
confine marriage to one man and one 
woman.

People presented their personal 
stories to legislators, which always 
seems to be the most effective strategy. 
One transgendered person told a 
receptive delegate of being homeless 
because she was transgendered. 
Another teenager said he had hugged 
his brother who attended the same 
school and the other kids taunted them 
with anti-gay jeers. 

And in a touching moment, a young 
married woman explained to a senator 
how she was raised by her biological 
father and his male partner since she 
had been very young and brought in 
family photographs to show how stable 
and beneficial her upbringing was.

Some seemed moved by these and 
other stories; others, such as Gail Bates 
(R-Howard County) was reported to 

have said she is “never going to change 
her mind.”

Lobby Day is an important event 
and may be critical this year. A decision 
by the Maryland Court of Appeals on 
the marriage lawsuit is imminent and 
has the potential for driving the political 
agenda during this and future General 
Assembly sessions. Bills that will 
enshrine discrimination into the state’s 
constitution have been filed and will be 
considered by lawmakers.

Despite the clear need to advance 
pro-lgbt causes, the crowd turnout was 
disappointing. Many more signed up 
with Equality Maryland than showed up, 
which could be explained by the chilly 
weather and looming forecast. One 
observer quipped, “I would have been 
happier if all the gays who attended 
‘Wicked’ showed up today. It would have 
been some rally!”

Even if you did not attend, you 
can still express your views to your 
legislators. Visit www.equalitymaryland.
org to find out how. 

Lobby Day
Continued from page 1
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It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Hodes,Ulman, Pessin & Katz, P.A.
attorneys at law
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Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

On Tuesday, February 6, the ALC 
held a public forum called “HIV Testing, 
Reporting, & YOU” at First & Franklin 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. 
Despite freezing temperatures, the 
meeting was attended by approximately 
65 people, including people living with 
HIV/AIDS as well as providers who serve 
communities affected by HIV throughout 
the state. Participants were welcomed 
to the event by Rev. Debra Hickman of 
Sisters Together and Reaching (STAR), 
a co-sponsoring organization of the 
event. 

The ALC’s lobbyist Ann Ciekot of the 
firm Ciekot & Elliott provided participants 
with an update on legislation of interest 
to the community. Since actual language 
for the bills was not yet available, Ms. 
Ciekot described legislation that is 
currently being drafted, including:

• a bill from the O’Malley 
Administration to establish names-based 
reporting of HIV cases in Maryland

• bills that would change or 
eliminate requirements for counseling 
and written informed consent for HIV 
testing

• a bill that would make HIV 
testing of inmates mandatory at entry 

and release of state prisons
• a bill that would expand 

Maryland’s current mandatory testing 
legislation to include a provision for 
forensic scientists

Following Ms. Ciekot’s presentation, 
ALC Steering Committee member Doug 
Rose led a brief question and answer 
period about the names reporting bill. 
During this period, the community raised 
concerns about data security under the 
new system; the need for enhanced 
penalties for breach of confidentiality; 
and whether records of previous tests 
might be de-coded.  

ALC Co-Chair Liza Solomon then 
gave a brief presentation of CDC 
recommendations for HIV testing 
that were published last fall, and 
compared those recommendations to 
current Maryland law. Ms. Solomon 
also presented arguments in support 
of counseling and written informed 
consent requirements for HIV tests. 
Next, ALC Co-Chair and AIDS Action 
Baltimore Executive Director Lynda 
Dee presented arguments for following 
the CDC recommendations to eliminate 
requirements for counseling and written 

HIV/AIDS Activists Discuss New 
Regulations at Community Forum

See HIV/AIDS Activists on page 8

Activists meet to discuss HIV testing
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Actor and activist Bryon Joseph 
Predika died peacefully in his sleep on 
January 6 at his Baltimore home. Pedika 
was born March 29, 1939 in Niles, Ohio. 
It was the beginning of a long career in 
the arts and activism. He was the son 

Actor, Activist Bryon Joseph Predika Dies
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Free Initial Consultation 

of the late Marie and Fred Predika and 
beloved by his sister, Cook Predika, of 
Frisco, Texas. He was preceded in death 
by his life partner, Jon DeHart who died 
in 1996 after a long illness. 

Mr. Predika was a longtime member 

of the SMCLA (Lost Angels) during the 
70s and 80s. He was known to the local 
leather community as Leatherella O. 
Parsons. Leatherella brought a lighter 
note to things in leather as he dished his 
way through the east coast motorcycle 
clubs and the International Association 
of Gay Pride Coordinators. 

He wrote an award-winning 
children’s play and the best-selling 
cookbook, Cooking with Pride. He 
cooked for Liberace, Lana Turner, Hume 
Cronyn, Jessica Tandy and Quentin 
Crisp, as well as his enormous circle of 
friends. 

He appeared on stage with Ethel 
Waters, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. and 
Tim Tully. He held a degree from the 
Pasadena Playhouse and studied with 
Agnes Moorehead. 

Among his many theatrical credits: 
Windmill Dinner Theatre in Fort(sp) 
Worth, Texas; Pasadena Playhouse; 
Northridge Repertory and the Garland 
Dinner Theatre, where he acted and 
directed from 1974 to 1978. 

Mr. Predika also owned a small 
home-based business called Act One. 
He created note cards picturing sheet 
music covers from Broadway musicals 
with his pithy and erudite comments on 
the back. The cards were sold throughout 

the United States and England.
In addition to his many theatrical 

accomplishments, Mr. Predika was 
Baltimore’s Pride coordinator, along 
with his partner, for several years in the 
1980s. He was the first to organize a 
local Pride parade which was held on 
Park Ave and Read Street.

Mr. Predika spent the last six months 
traveling throughout the country, visiting 
old friends.  He returned home shortly 
after New Year’s Day.

A Celebration of Bryon’s Life will 
be held at a later date this spring. For 
information, please contact Michael 
Feeney at mfeeney108@comcast.net.

February 3rd

February 9th

February 16th

February 23rd

the Baltimore City Health Department will be conducting
STD/HIV testing on our mobile unit at the following locations:

Give the Gift of Love. Get Tested.

THE PARADOX
1310 Russell St., 12 a.m. - 3. a.m.

THE HIPPO
1W. Eager St.

THE BALTIMORE EAGLE
2022 N. Charles St.

THE SPECTRUM
2330 N. Charles St

for more information, call:

443.564.3124

FEBRUARY 16

SPECTRUM
2000 EASTERN AVE.

FEBRUARY 23

THE EAGLE
2022 N. CHARLES St.
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70s and 80s. He was known to the local 
leather community as Leatherella O. 
Parsons. Leatherella brought a lighter 
note to things in leather as he dished his 
way through the east coast motorcycle 
clubs and the International Association 
of Gay Pride Coordinators. 
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Crisp, as well as his enormous circle of 
friends. 

He appeared on stage with Ethel 
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Northridge Repertory and the Garland 
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directed from 1974 to 1978. 

Mr. Predika also owned a small 
home-based business called Act One. 
He created note cards picturing sheet 
music covers from Broadway musicals 
with his pithy and erudite comments on 
the back. The cards were sold throughout 
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In addition to his many theatrical 

accomplishments, Mr. Predika was 
Baltimore’s Pride coordinator, along 
with his partner, for several years in the 
1980s. He was the first to organize a 
local Pride parade which was held on 
Park Ave and Read Street.
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We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

played one of Jason’s CDs and I heard 
the most beautiful and expressive voice.  
It’s like he reached through the speakers 
and grabbed my heart. I knew I had to 
meet him.

OUTloudWas it love at first 
sight? 

deMarco:  For me it was.  
Jason: I had more of an experience 

of “LUST at first sight”. I knew it was love 
when I was able to see things through 
his eyes rather than my own.  

OUTloudWhose idea was it to 
sing together? 

Jason: I already had a fan base 
from all of the churches I had visited 
over the three years touring solo, and 
they welcomed deMarco with open 
arms. We never intended to become 
the poster boys for the gay community 
of faith, but I think we represent what 
so many long for: a healthy, committed, 
spiritual, successful relationship.

OUTloud: Would you say the 
Advocate cover was your first big 
break?  

Jason: Not necessarily, but it 
was our first international story that 
introduced us to people outside of the 
community of faith, so that was a pretty 
big deal for us. It was very exciting and 
I definitely think it took us to the next 
phase in our career. The ironic thing 
about The Advocate was that it focused 
on our being “Gay Christian Lovers”. 
Many people now assume our music 
is “Gay Christian Music”. We’ve had to 
work at clarifying that although we are 
gay and men of faith, our music is not 
“gay” or “Christian”.  

OUTloud: Is there pressure in 
being a role model for young gay 
couples? 

deMarco: It’s no more pressure 
than we put on ourselves to be the best 
people that we possibly can be in this 
relationship.  

Jason: I learned a long time ago to 
stop trying to be what others want me 
to be.  I don’t think that we have tried to 
be role models and we would certainly 
never call ourselves that.  

OUTloud: You are known to be a 
monogamous couple. Do you ever 
just want to be naughty? 

deMarco:  Yes! Sometimes I’d like to 
be reckless for one night and live out all 
of my fantasies, but then I get an electric 
shock from a remote control device that 
my boyfriend keeps in his pocket that 
quickly snaps me back to reality.  

Jason: We’ve made a commitment 
to one another to be honest and open 
about things in our relationship. 

There’s not a question of whether 
we will or won’t stay together. The 
question is ‘how will we work through 
this’? 

OUTloud: Your new single is 
called “This Is Love”. What is love?  

Jason: I used to be very 
opinionated about what was right and 
what was wrong.  Much of this comes 
from my religious background. I’ve 
learned that different relationships 
work for different people. I’ve also 
learned that love is something that 
cannot be limited or held in a box.  
Love is a personal experience and 
choice. 

deMarco: It’s the deceit, secrecy 
and guilt that is the most destructive to 
relationships. I believe that being open 
and honest with your partner about your 
feelings and your relationship is of the 
utmost importance.  

OUTloud: Your video for This Is 
Love was voted the #1 music video 
for 2006 on MTV LOGO’s music 
countdown show, The Click List.  

deMarco: It’s an amazing honor. I 
think the video touched people because 
it’s the first to depict two guys and their 
love for each other.  

OUTloud: Is the video a true 
depiction of your relationship?  

Jason: Yes, at least the good 
days. We are human, so sometimes 
things aren’t as great as shown in the 
video. The funny thing is, we seldom 
argue about relationship issues. It’s 
usually about work-related stuff. 
We’re learning to meet half way, and 
when we do, we usually end up with 
a balanced, well-thought-out solution 
for whatever we’re dealing with.  

OUTloud: What’s next for you 
guys? 

Jason: We’re working on a new 
single that we’re planning to release in 
time for the 2007 Pride season. We also 
have a feature documentary movie in 
post-production that explores our lives 
as we travel the country and follow our 
dreams.  

deMarco: Our touring schedule 
has been pretty crazy over the past 
four years, so my hope is that we can 
tour a little less, enjoy each other as 
‘boyfriends’ and eventually begin a 
family. 

For more information, visit 
jasonanddemarco.com

Jason and deMarco
Continued from page 1
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taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

informed consent for HIV tests.
Participants were then asked to 

comment on various options for how 
Maryland might proceed on counseling 
and informed consent issues, including:

1. Keep written informed consent 
and counseling the same. (current 
Maryland law)

2. Keep written informed consent, 
but streamline pre- and post-test 
counseling.

3. No written informed consent, 
but streamline pre- and post-test 
counseling.

4. No written informed consent, 

no pre-test counseling, and only 
post-test counseling for people with 
positive results or at high risk for HIV 
transmission. (CDC recommendations)

5. No written informed consent, and 
no pre- or post-test counseling.

After approximately 45 minutes 
of open discussion, participants were 
asked to vote on which options they 
preferred. Nearly 80 percent voted for 
either option 2 or option 3, suggesting 
that the community was generally in favor 
of streamlining consent requirements. 
However, the vote was almost evenly 
split on the issue of whether to keep 
written informed consent requirements.

The ALC is currently considering all 
of the feedback obtained at the forum, 
including “other options” that were 

suggested, such as allowing institutions 
to apply for a waiver to counseling and 
consent requirements or a requirement 
for physicians to note a patient’s decision 
to “opt-out” in the medical record. The 
community’s feedback will guide the 
ALC’s advocacy plans moving forward.

The AIDS Legislative Committee 
(ALC) is an independent, non-profit 
advocacy organization representing 
Marylanders who are living with HIV/
AIDS, their families, and their health 
care providers. For more information, 
contact the ALC at P.O. Box 41531, 
Baltimore, MD 21203-6531, by e-
mail at alc-md@hotmail.com, or by 
phone at 410-576-5070, ext 16. As of 
January 1, 2007, the ALC is supported 

by: Concerned citizens, AIDS activists, 
PWAs & their families, service providers 
and organizations, including AIDS Action 
Baltimore, AIDS Interfaith Residential 
Services (AIRS), Black Educational 
AIDS Project (BEAP), Chase-Brexton 
Health Services, Equality Maryland, 
Health Care for the Homeless, Health 
Education Resource Organization 
(HERO)/Maryland Community 
Resource Center (MCRC), Moveable 
Feast, National Black Justice Coalition, 
Sacred Zion Church, Sisters Together 
and Reaching (STAR), Whitman-Walker 
Clinic, Women Accepting Responsibility 
(WAR)

HIV/AIDS Activists
Continued from page 3
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The recent brouhaha stemming from 
Grey’s Anatomy star Isaiah Washington’s 
calling fellow co-star T.R. Knight a 
“faggot” (or the media’s dubbing it as 
“F-word”) during an on-set confrontation 
spawned criticism over the protests. 
Several African-American columnists 
and pundits are questioning the virulent 
reaction by the lgbt community and some 
of its organizations by suggesting that 
the race of Mr. Washington 
was a primary motivator in the 
backlash. 

They offer that the hostile 
reaction among gays towards 
Mr. Washington represents 
a prevailing perception that 
African-Americans are more 
homophobic than whites and, 
therefore, his use of the “F-
Word” is somewhat expected. 
Implied here is that that the 
protests by whites within the 
lgbt community would be 
less intense if the “F-word” 
user were white and the calls 
for his firing would not be so 
evident. 

I disagree.
The unfortunate use of the “F-word” 

is deplorable whether the individual who 
said it was black, white Asian, Latino or 
whatever. The same goes for the target 
of the insult. 

I would be equally outraged, as I am 
sure most in the lgbt community and its 
allies would be, no matter what the ethnic 
background of the person who delivered 
the slur was or who the recipient of the 
offense might be. The protests would 
have been similarly justified had white 
co-star Patrick Dempsey called T.R. 
Knight a “faggot.”

Homophobia knows no race. 
To be sure, there is considerable 

homophobia among African-Americans. 
But for every black preacher who 
condemns homosexuality there are many 
more white ministers and other religious 
leaders doing the same. Moreover, 
there is widespread homophobia among 
the Latino and Asian communities, 
not to mention among white socially 
conservative folks. Consequently, no 
one particular race or ethnic group 
corners the market on homophobia or is 
exempt from it. Perhaps blacks conceal 
it less, therefore, contributing to the 
perception. 

Not that Latinos and Asians 

haven’t been discriminated against, but 
many in the lgbt community feel more 
disappointed at African-Americans for 
their homophobia. The main reason is 
that black preachers use the same Bible 
that white racists waved against blacks 
to justify segregation, discrimination 
and violence. They sermonize from the 
same pulpits where they previously once 
stood to condemn past racial injustices, 

presenting a double standard. These 
preachers are aware of the pain and 
suffering that discrimination brings, and 
gays believe that African-Americans 
should be more compassionate as a 
result of their own tragic experiences. 
Plus, gays and lesbians had been 
traditional allies during the peak of the 
civil rights movement, a fact that fuels 
more disappointment. 

But these writers who speculated 
there was a more concerted outcry 
from whites in the gay community over 
Isaiah Washington’s comments simply 
because of his race leads me to the 
world of sports to reject that theory.

The late Reggie White, an African-
American professional football star, was 
a first-rate homophobe. On a number of 
occasions he made blistering comments 
about gays. For example, he once said, 
“I’m offended that homosexuals will say 
that homosexuals deserve rights.” He 
also accused the U.S. of going away 
from God by allowing homosexuality 
to “run rampant” and compared gays 
to liars and cheaters and those who 
are malicious. Get the picture? But any 
protests were relatively tepid.

An uproar did occur when former 
baseball pitcher John Rocker, a white 
Southerner, railed against gays and 

foreigners during an anti-minority, 
stereotype-laced diatribe while being 
interviewed for a sports magazine. 
For his comments, Rocker was vilified 
for many weeks. The furor forced the 
Atlanta Braves organization to discredit 
his comments and pressured Rocker to 
recant. But his apology was aimed at 
his racist remarks, not the homophobic 
part. 

He was ostracized in virtually every 
ballpark the following season and 
eventually, aided by injuries, ended 
his once promising career. Rocker will 
always be defined and remembered by 
his rant about the eclectic assortment of 
passengers, including “some queer with 
AIDS,” on New York’s No. 7 subway 
train. 

A correspondingly potent 
backlash was launched against 
New York Giants tight end Jeremy 
Shockey, a white man, for anti-
gay comments on the Howard 
Stern Show and later apologized 
under pressure.

While Reggie White went 
on and on publicly for an 
extended period of time—years, 
not minutes, as in Rocker’s or 
Shockey’s case—about how 
sinful gays are, not so much 
as a peep was heard from the 
lgbt community or its African-
American components, much 
less the NFL. Although he did 
receive rebukes from GLAAD and 

the media, he was never forced—only 
requested—to apologize for his anti-gay 
venom. Yet Rocker and Shockey were 
broadly condemned for their brief but 
hurtful tirades. 

Therefore, I disagree with those 
who opined that the reaction against 
Isaiah Washington was motivated by his 
race. Reggie White, a black man, more 
or less received a pass for his ongoing 
anti-gay comments and was elected to 
the Hall of Fame. John Rocker, a white 
man, was shamed out of baseball (and 
rightly so), and Jeremy Shockey had to 
eat his words.

Hate is hate, and it must be 
eradicated. So should racism and 
homophobia regardless of the source. 
Isaiah Washington deserved the hostile 
reaction he received. It was not about 
race; it was about homophobia. People 
should be called out for using anti-gay 
slurs regardless of their race. Nobody 
should get a free pass when making 
homophobic comments.

Homophobia knows no race.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

Homophobia Knows No Race
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My Two      ents
By PS Lorio

It’s not that we can’t take a joke; 
it’s a known fact that we’re a funny 
people. But oh, I knew there was going 
to be trouble….

Superbowl Sunday. Like most of 
America I was parked in front of the 
television, a plethora of food and drink 
at my fingertips, when, somewhere 
about halfway through the first quarter, 
it happened. 

The IT, for any of you who’ve been 
underground or in a coma for the past 2 
weeks, is the now infamous “Snickers 
Commercial”. The storyline; while in a 
garage performing basic car repairs 
a couple of grease monkeys have a 
homoerotic moment then rip out their 
chest hair to exorcize the queer spirit. 

Now where I’m confused is; what 
exactly was the message?

Were the whiz kids at Mars 
Incorporated trying to make the point 
that homosexuality could be cured 
or curbed by the infliction of physical 
pain? (Apparently neither Mars 
Incorporated nor the Madison Avenue 
types that came up with this brainstorm 
bothered to research the fact that the 
American Psychiatric Association 
ruled out the practice of shock therapy 
for the “treatment” of Homosexuality 
decades ago) And is there some 
covert relationship between Mars and 
a sadistic sect of Right-Wing Christians 
who are hell-bent on promoting self-
mutilation as an alternative to a Gay 
lifestyle? I’m beginning to think this 
message wasn’t about the candy at 
all. 

Or if it was about the candy, 
perhaps the point of the commercial 
was to warn an unsuspecting public 
that the somewhat phallic shape 
and combined aroma of peanuts, 
caramel, nougat, and milk chocolate 
of the Snickers bar could trigger latent 
homosexual behaviors, and what to 
do in case of such an emergency. A 
public service, really. And all in all a 
truly brilliant campaign for a company 
that likely wants to sell its product to 
the 90% of the public that’s not LGB or 
T. Because regardless of the Pep boys 

reaction in the commercial, at this very 
moment, somewhere in Idaho a boy is 
offering his best friend a Snickers bar. 

Okay, okay, so all of the above is 
just hypothesis. Maybe its not a vast 
Right-Wing conspiracy, and if we rule 
out the possibility that the Snickers 
formula is every bit as potent as 
Jaegermeister, the question remains; 
was Grease Monkey #2 trying to 
steal the candy or steal a kiss? Was 
the Snickers bar just a means to an 
end or did Grease Monkey #2 bite 
off the end just to be mean? On one 
hand, who among us hasn’t tried to 
camouflage unrequited love with an 
innocent touch, an unsuspecting brush 
against someone’s arm, a too-long lick 
of someone’s ice cream cone, but if 
that kiss wasn’t purely motivated—and 
like we don’t already have enough bad 
PR to worry about—we don’t need 
a rampage of men running around 
masquerading as homosexual candy 
thieves. (If you want to multiply our 
paranoia times - their homophobia 
probably means the whole thing was 
intended as a subliminal message to 
remind the John and Jane Q’s of the 
world that we want their children.)

So, clearly the Pep boys reaction 
was meant to poke fun at the alpha 
males and remind us that homophobia 
is live and well and living right down 
at the corner garage. But what bothers 
me is that the homophobes weren’t on 
the screen. Those people were just 
actors. What bothers me is that there 
are people who create and support 
this as entertainment. Maybe next year 
Mars Inc. will feature the Klan in their 
ad. Or maybe re-up Hogan’s Heros for 
a little wacky fun with the Nazis. 

I’ve been to YouTube where the 
commercial has been viewed over a 
million times. I’ve read the comments 
from gay and straight alike that say 
it’s funny, what’s the big deal? And 
I’ve tried to see the humor. I’ve tried to 
figure it out. But I gotta be honest with 
you, I still don’t get it. 

‘Til next time, that’s my two 
cents….

In our continuing saga with Dr. Claud 
Anderson, using his critically acclaimed 
book, Black Labor, White Wealth as a 
template, we explored the concept that 
as Blacks, we cannot amass power 
from our scattered individual holdings 
of wealth until we organize and develop 
a plan that will attract and retain more 
than the two to five percent of our 
income currently redistributed within our 
community.  Here we identify procedural 
methods in attaining goals.

Decision-making through strategic 
planning is the wave of the future.  
The decision to organize and plan is 
the first step towards acquiring power 
and increased control over resources.  
By organizing for self-sufficiency, self-
empowerment, and racial accountability, 
Blacks make a conscious decision to both 
effect and be responsible for their own 
future.  It is not too late to begin leveling 
the competitive playing field to avoid 
being locked into a permanent underclass 
status among racial and ethnic groups in 
this hyper competitive decade.

Decision-making is based on 
choosing between the probable and the 
possible.  More specifically, Blacks must 
identify and choose preferred paths 
based upon their historical experiences, 
present conditions and future needs.  If 
Blacks ignore these factors and continue 
to be non-involved as a group, it is highly 
probable that they will get stuck n non-
preferred paths in the future.

More to the point, there is a rule of 
human behavior that states that if we 
continue to do the same thing that we 
have always done, we will continue to 
get the same results that we have always 
gotten.  If Blacks want different results 
and an improved quality of life, then 
they must make different decisions as a 
group.  Once Blacks design a national 
plan, even if the plan fails initially, 
Blacks will have at least improved their 
image as an organized group of people 
interested in an improved future.

The protracted powerlessness and 
poverty of Black American are the results 
of planning, not chance.  Blacks did not 
do the planning.  In the 143 years that 
Blacks have had their legal freedom, 
they have not had collective long-term 
planning of public policies for Black 
people.  Blacks are concerned about 

the future of Black youth, but sixteen 
generations of Blacks have had to grow 
up without the benefit of organized 
lives within a national plan.  Professor 
Harold Curse prophesied that, “Without 
a functional philosophy for coping with 
American realities of White racism, 
each successive generation of Black 
youth would be born, evolve, hesitate, 
ponder, persevere, and flounder into 
the blind anonymity of deferred dreams 
and frustrated hopes (The Crisis of 
the Negro Intellectual, 1984).  Cruse’s 
prophecy is being manifested across 
this nation in the daily statistics on Black 
youth violence and death.

Blacks have made little relative 
progress from slavery to today because 
we still have not acquired the necessary 
sources of power to create positive 
change in our marginal conditions.  
People who use their individual means 
to build collective wealth and power 
understand that there is strength in 
numbers.  Blacks have yet to recognize 
or act upon this truth.  The Black vote 
alone will not ensure Blacks a respectable 
status or new role in America.  The vote 
must be backed by a national plan of 
public policies specifically designed 
to help Blacks achieve economic self-
sufficiency and self-empowerment.

Next issue – Impediments to 
Empowerment and Economic Justice

Rickie Green, CEO, The P.O.R.T.A.L, 
www.theportalbmore.org

Strategic Leveling of 
the Playing Field

Baltimoreoutloud.com
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Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com
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Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?
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Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785
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Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

In Baltimore . . .   The United Methodist Church
No matter what ecclesiastical courts may say . . .
 No matter what you may have heard . . .
  No matter what you may rightly feel . . .
WE ARE STILL WELCOMING

Because . . .
We are United Methodists

“There is one only condition required in those who desire admission . . .” General Rules

Because . . .
We are Christians

“That is not the way you learned Christ!”

Because . . .
We are the Church

 “... the church which Christ has opened...”  Liturgy of Baptism

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit of justice 
and resistance of oppression

Bethesda Church 6300 Harford Rd. •  www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church 5315 Harford Rd. •  www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. - at Northern Parkway  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)  •  MVPBalto@comcast.net

St. John’s Church  Baltimore City 2640 St. Paul St. •  www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

An Integrated Church
for an Integrated Community

GOT
Questions?

Send them to 
editor 

@baltimoreoutloud.com

?



February 16, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   15 baltimoreoutloud.com

MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We serve patients regardless of insurance status and accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept Visa, MasterCard and American Express.

• General Medical Care  

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org

BREX Mental a  9/25/06  12:49 PM  Page 1

����������������������
���������������������
������Dear Dr. Eva, 

I’ve seen billboards downtown that 
feature a picture of a guy sitting on a 
bench, looking out at a river. On the 
back of the bench is written: ‘He knows 
he has HIV. He doesn’t know his HIV 
puts him at risk for kidney disease.’  

Just what is the risk?
I know I have HIV….

Dear Knowing, 
There is some risk of kidney 

disease from HIV. After we talk about 
the actual risk, then we can talk about 
who is paying for the billboards, and 
why. This is a complex topic that takes 
some explaining, so this article will 
appear in two parts, in this issue and 
the next.  Just to start, let me warn you 
that there are other terms for kidneys: 
“renal” means related to the kidneys, 
and medical words with “neph” refer to 
the kidneys-for example, a nephrologist 
is a kidney specialist. (Do doctors use all 
these different terms to confuse people? 
Not consciously.)

In some people, the HIV virus causes 
direct damage to the kidneys. This is 
called HIV Associated Nephropathy, or 
HIVAN. (Everything related to HIV must 

have at least one acronym.) HIVAN is 
unusual. Out of 100 patients who are 
infected with HIV for 30 years, only 
2 or 3 will develop kidney failure from 
HIVAN. 

HIVAN occurs more often in some 
specific groups.  People with HIV are 
more likely to get HIV related kidney 
disease if they: are male; are African - 
American; have advanced HIV disease 
(AIDS); have a family history of kidney 
disease; or have used injection drugs.

These risk factors add up: the more 
of them you have, the greater your risk of 
kidney disease. The risk of all types of kidney 
disease also increases as people get older.

Like many kinds of kidney disease, 
the first sign of HIVAN is usually 
protein in the urine. Urine protein can 
be checked with a dipstick test in your 
doctor’s office. If the dipstick test does 
not show any protein, the urine can be 
sent to a lab for a more sensitive test, 
called urine microalbumin. If protein is 
present, either of two types of blood 
pressure medications, called ACEI’s and 
ARB’s, can be prescribed to help protect 
the kidneys by lowering the pressure in 
the small blood vessels in the kidneys. If 
HIV related kidney disease is worsening, 

the most effective management is to 
treat the HIV disease with antiretroviral 
medicine (HIV meds.) 

If you’re familiar with AIDS in 
Baltimore, you may notice that kidney 
disease, and even kidney failure 
leading to dialysis treatment, seems to 
be happening to more than 3 in 100 HIV 
patients. This is true, because of the 
characteristics of HIV patients in our 
region. As a group, HIV infected people 
in Baltimore are older, more likely to be 
African – American, and more likely to 
have used IV drugs, than HIV patients 
in other areas. 

African Americans have genetically 
higher risk for both high blood pressure 
and diabetes. Either diabetes or high 
blood pressure is much more likely to 
cause kidney failure than HIV is. Heroin 
nephropathy is another, unique type 
of kidney failure caused by the direct 
poisonous effect of heroin on the kidney, 
and it may not become apparent until 
many years after the person stopped 
using heroin. Hepatitis C, which is 
common in IV drug users in this area, 
is another cause of kidney disease. 

(Hepatitis B, which is less common 
here, also can injure the kidneys.) 

Now you know the factors that lead 
to kidney failure in people with HIV. In 
the next issue, I’ll explain how kidney 
disease relates to HIV medication, and 
the reason for the billboards. 

Dr. Eva
Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of Primary Care 

at Chase Brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email at 
publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.com, or by surface 
mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase Brexton Health 
Services, 1001 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 
21201.

What does HIV have to do 
with my Kidneys? - Part 1 of 2
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday
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WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PEDRO ALMODÓVAR
PENÉLOPE CRUZ

VOLVER

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE
BEST ACTRESS • PENÉLOPE CRUZ

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text VOLVER with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 

BaltOutLoud
2x2
Fri 2/16
AlliedDC_AC

THE CHARLES
1711 N. Charles St.  410 727-FILMNow PlayingTheatre at CCBC

CCBC Essex
7201 Rossville Blvd

MARCH 3: 10 am to 2 pm  /  MARCH 4: 12 pm to 4 pm

Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre
Auditions for 2007

www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit
Questions? 410.780.6534

• HIGH SOCIETY
• SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD

• AIDA
• THE FOREIGNER

• BUGSY MALONE Jr.

Awards season is coming to a close 
with the biggest show of the year on 
February 25 – the Academy Awards. 
Who will win the Oscar this year – or 
who should win? Well, right off the bat 
I’ll get two of the biggest awards out 
of the way because there simply is no 
question who will win Best Actor and 
Best Actress: Forest Whitaker for The 
Last King of Scotland and Helen Mirren 
for The Queen. 

Whitaker doesn’t really face any 
strong adversaries as far as critical 
acclaim in this category, and he’s been 
at the top of many lists and has won 
many awards for his role as Idi Amin 
already. Helen Mirren certainly faces 
some tougher competition against Judi 
Dench and Meryl Streep, and toss in 
Kate Winslet and Penelope Cruz, all of 
whom have gotten major accolades for 
their work this year, but Dame Helen has 
won every single major acting award 
for her portrayal of Queen Elizabeth 

Going for the Gold 
this year and if she doesn’t cap it all off 
with the Oscar there will be riots in the 
streets.  She simply inhabits the role and 
becomes Queen Elizabeth, and it’s quite 
simply the best performance of this or 
any year. So now that we’ve gotten the 
sure things out of the way, let’s take a 
look at the rest of the major awards:

Best Supporting Actor: Eddie Murphy 
should and will win for Dreamgirls. He 
really gives a breakthrough, dramatic 
performance and he sings, and it’s just a 
different Murphy than anyone is used to. 
Hopefully, following up Dreamgirls with 
Norbit won’t hurt his chances.

Best Supporting Actress: This is 
probably another sure thing – Jennifer 
Hudson for Dreamgirls. She faces some 
competition from Cate Blanchett and 
three newcomers, but no performance 
this year has had audiences cheering 
like Hudson’s Effie. She elevated 
Dreamgirls from a good musical to a 
great one anytime she was on screen, 

and she owes her skills to the 
extra time director Bill Condon 
spent with her before shooting 
began. It’s just a shame that he 
didn’t receive a nomination for 
directing because he proves he 
can take a novice and turn them 
into a star (he performed a similar 
feat by bringing out the dramatic 
side of Brendan Fraser in Gods 
and Monsters a few years back).

Best Director: A tough call this 
year because Martin Scorsese is 
the sentimental favorite for The 
Departed, a terrific film with some great 
performances and a killer finale (literally), 
but will it be too violent for the Academy 
voters? His toughest competition is 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu for “Babel,” 
a film with many more accolades than it 
deserves and Clint Eastwood for Letters 
from Iwo Jima. Clint’s won before – twice 
– so maybe the voters will finally give it 
to Marty.  Paul Greengrass could pull an 
upset for United 93, if the Academy is 
feeling particularly patriotic. My question 
is where the heck is Alfonso Cuaron for 
Children of Men, one of the year’s most 
provocative and amazingly directed 
films?

Best Original Screenplay will 
probably go to Babel for it’s globe-
spanning tale of the shot heard ‘round 
the world, however it’s looping timeline 
could leave many voters confused. The 
Queen could win for it’s dramatic yet 
witty take on the week following Princess 
Di’s death, or Little Miss Sunshine 
could pull an upset and get this award 
as a consolation for not winning Best 
Picture.

Best Adapted Screenplay should go 
to Children of Men because it was totally 
overlooked by almost everyone, and I 
just can’t figure out why. The award will 
most likely go to The Departed because 
adaptations of Asian films into American 
versions seldom work. I’m surprised to 
see Borat in this category because while 
I’m sure they had an outline to work 
from, as well as some scripted material, 
a majority of the film was improvised 
– but wouldn’t be a hoot if it won!

Best Picture – This is probably the 
toughest call to make since all of the 
nominated films have been honored by 

one group or another over the course of 
the year. The longshot is The Queen, 
which just won Best Picture at the British 
Academy Awards. Great performances 
(why wasn’t Michael Sheen nominated 
for his turn as Tony Blair) won’t carry this 
one to the winner’s circle in the States. 
It’s really a three-way race between The 
Departed, Babel and Letters from Iwo 
Jima. Babel could be this year’s Crash, 
another over-hyped “message” film 
with multiple stories and one-too-many 
coincidental plot devices. Babel has Brad 
Pitt and Cate Blanchett, two supporting 
actress nominees, a globe-spanning 
story that is linked together in the most 
tenuous way, and more dangling threads 
than should be tolerated. But the voters 
may see it as an “important” film for one 
reason or another, therefore deserving 
of the Oscar. The spoiler in all this is 
Little Miss Sunshine. The little indie 
film that could has been quietly gaining 
momentum with major wins for its cast 
and screenplay, and it’s actually the kind 
of film the Academy used to give awards 
to back in the day – The Sting, Rocky, 
Annie Hall, Terms of Endearment to 
name a few - films with real human 
emotions, some drama, some comedy 
but nothing on an epic scale that beat the 
audience over the head with a message. 
It’s been nearly ten years since a light 
comedy (Shakespeare in Love in 1998) 
won the Oscar. It’s a tough call this year, 
but I’ll say the Oscar will go to Babel.

Tune in to ABC on Sunday, February 
25 to see how close I’ve come, and 
for more up-to-date reviews of the 
latest films visit my blog at my new 
MySpace page at www.myspace.com/ 
maxstonemedia.
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By Meredith Moise

As Black history month speeds 
on, the nation collectively recalls and 
congratulates people of African descent 
who have made invaluable contributions 
to our culture and way of life. As 
these celebrations take on a global 
framework, we are reminded of the sons 
and daughters of Africa who call the 
Caribbean islands their home. In Ana 
Maurine Lara’s latest book, Erzulie’s 
Skirt, she submerges the reader in the 
sights, smells and spirits of the island 
of Santo Domingo (or Hispaniola) as 
seen through the relationship of two 
lesbian lovers. The island, home to Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic, provides 
a savory backdrop to a mystical love 
story involving ritual, rite and resilience. 
OutLoud spoke to the accomplished 
poet and author about lgbt life in an Afro 
Latino context. 

OutLoud: Why did you write the 
book?

Ana Maurine Lara: I wrote the 
book because I had to. The characters 
were coming to me and I couldn’t get 
the story out of my head. I also wrote 
the book because I wanted to see more 
Black women in literature, and definitely 
in literature of the African Diaspora. I 
wanted to see women who love each 
other, and who survive seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles because of 
that love. 

OutLoud: It is very rare to hear 
about the religion of Santeria. Why 
tell the story through that lens?

AnaMaurine Lara (AML): Vodoun 
(or voodoo) is still very stigmatized, 
but in my life, what I’ve seen for Black 
folk throughout the Diaspora is that it 
is a very empowering religion/religious 

practice. In Santo Domingo, it’s part of 
the landscape, so I wrote the book in 
that way...knowing that vodoun/vudu 
is as much a part of the landscape as 
saints and trees. 

OutLoud: The book is a love 
story about two Black lesbians 
from different ethnic groups. How 
difficult was it to write from their 
experiences?

AML: Hmm..Well, I’m a Black 
Dominican/Afro-Dominican lesbian, but 
I grew up outside of Santo Domingo. I 
know many Dominicanas and Haitian-
Dominicanas who are struggling 
every day to love each other in a very 
homophobic & sexist society (like we 
are here, but it’s a little different). So, 
on the one hand, I wanted to honor 
struggles that are linked to mine (socio-
economic class & U.S. citizenship 
makes my experience different), and 
most importantly honor the characters 
as they came to me. I did extensive 
research about living conditions in both 
the barrios and sugar cane plantations, 
the countryside and among people 
who’ve made the journey across the 
water before even sitting down with the 
characters. All of that research informed 
the story. 

OutLoud: What is unique about 
the religion of Santeria that lends to 
its acceptance of same gender loving 
relationships?

AML: Well, I think scholars have 
written about this in ways I haven’t at all. 
And I would actually love to learn more 
about this, but in my limited experience, 
concepts of gender within African based 
religion are much more fluid and less 
rigid. And many, many of the vodoun 
practitioners I spoke to in Santa Domingo 
have fluid gender identities and sexual 
identities, too. 

OutLoud: How are gays and 
lesbians treated in Caribbean 
culture? Many people have heard 
there is alot of homophobia there. 
What is the climate really like for 
gays and lesbians?

AML: In my limited understanding, 
it depends. I’m about to go to a talk 
next Wednesday at Barnard with Maya 
Horn about this very question. In my 
experience, homosexuality is still illegal 
in the Dominican Republic. The Catholic 
Church, which exerts an incredible 
amount of influence, has publicly framed 
homosexuality as a European/North 
American disease (public statement 
made by the bishop in 2006), that’s 
affecting “the primitive, innocent” 

Dominican peoples. But, lgbt people 
gather, we fight for our rights based on 
human rights documents and ideas. Our 
individual experiences with our families 
vary. Some of us have been stoned 
out of our villages; some of us come to 
the city and are sex workers, many of 
us are professionals who are married 
in marriages of convenience, and for 
many of us, are families embrace us as 
long as we’re quiet.  It’s as mixed a bag 
as it is in the U.S. The main difference is 
that because we’re an island, most of us 
don’t have anywhere else to go. 

OutLoud: What lessons can 
readers learn for this love story?

AML: That’s a good question. My 
hope is that we collectively learn to see 
each other in new ways. 

OutLoud: It has been said that 
in indigenous cultures, gays and 
lesbians were seen as shamans or 
bridges to the supernatural. How true 
is that and how can gays and lesbians 
reclaim their spiritual heritage?

AML: I don’t know much about 
indigenous culture at all. But I think we’re 
healers, that we have access to seeing 
the world in a healing lens because of 
the courage it takes to live our lives and 
also because of how differently we see 
things. I know many lgbt people who are 
healers. and I know many who are not!

OutLoud: What is your message 
to readers through this book? 

AML: First, I just wanted to tell a 
story as it came to me. So, I want people 
to read a good story. But I also want 
people to see how love can form the 
foundations of powerful acts of courage 
and vision. Yes, I think that’s it. 

Erzulie’s Skirt is published by 
RedBone Press and is a available www.
redbonepress.com . 

Lesbians in the Spirit World 
Ana Maurine Lara explores the African 
Diaspora in Erzulie’s Skirt

Ana Maurine Lara
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Karaoke with  
Bob and Doug

Saturday, February 24th
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By Ben Ryland

One of the most popular British gay-
themed films about young love, Jonathan 
Harvey’s Beautiful Thing, is back where 
it all began- live on stage. Baltimore’s 
Theatre project is sponsoring a three 
performance run February 22–24 by 
England’s Songtime Theatre Arts as 
a benefit for the upcoming 
L o n d o n 
exchange 
trip by the 
seniors this 
spring.

The story 
is a funny, 
touching, life-
affirming story 
of two lower 
class boys who 
find each other 
and discover love. 
The film version 
(full of Mama Cass 
songs) is filmed 
with wonderful 
characterizations of 
the boys awakening and the adults 

trying to understand their attraction. 
Donald Hicken the BSFA head chair 

is bringing in this highly anticipated show 
with 50% of ticket sales going toward the 
expenses of the students from Baltimore 
who will be making the trip overseas in a 
few months. Songtime Theatre Arts 

encompasses a training 
program for young 
theatre professionals; 
five students makeup 
this cast. The group 
originally came to 
Baltimore performing 
Willy Russell’s 
Stags & Hens in 
the summer of 
2005. 

T i c k e t s 
are only $20 
for general 
a d m i s s i o n 
and $15 for 
students and 

seniors. Reservations 
can be made by calling the 

box-office at 410-752-8558 or www.
missiontix.com.

Beautiful Thing at 
Theatre Project
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OUT THERE
Photos by Skip Koritzer

Miss Baltimore at the Hippo

Port in a 
Storm

SPECTRUM

The Quest
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 Happy Hour ALL DAY

 $10.00 Endless Draft 

 $2.50 Absolute

 BIG Ass Beer   

 2 for 1 Rail and Draft 
DJ 10pm till???

 2 for 1 Rail and draft 

 Happy Hour   

OFF STREET PARKING 

6037 Bel Air Road
Baltimore Md. 21206

410-325-3110 

Thirsty,s IIThirsty,s II
���������������������
���������������������
��������������

First of all darlings, don’t believe 
any of those nasty rumors going 
around town – trust me, I was no where 
near Hollywood, FL and had nothing 
whatsoever to do with poor Anna 
Nicole’s death. The fact that anyone 
would spread such horrible lies about 
me just shocks me to the core! Granted, 
I am the father of her baby – but that’s 
the only thing I have in common with 
her!

GUESS WHO? DON’T SUE!: Who 
was asked to leave Jay’s on Read the 
other night for “harassing” the piano 
player. Was it a “he” or a “she”? Only 
a certain bar owner and a certain car 
owner know for sure...

The Hippo has finished the 
remodeling of their video bar and the 
place looks twice as big as it did before 
(although I don’t think they added on 
into the side alley) – check it out, it’s real 
purty.

Newbie Spectrum dancers Matt 
and Michael needed to learn some 
tricks (so to speak) of the trade – special 
thanks to drag diva Vanity Starr for 
taking them upstairs and giving their 
pubes a good trim (I guess that’s all she 
did...) After all, no one likes a stripper 
boy with a un-groomed bush.

GUESS WHO? DON’T SUE!: What 
bartender from the Mt. Vernon Stables 

invited the wrong drag queens to his 
party? Seems the two gals got involved 
in quite the “tussle” and the police had 
to be called. Never get involved in drag 
fighting – it’s usually to the death.

Seen out and about celebrating his 
birthday was a Texas porn actor from the 
vast Randy Blue “adult” Internet site. I 
don’t know his name – I wasn’t paying 
attention to his face.

Larry was quite the Belle of the Ball 
at the Quest the other Saturday night 
– he was passed out face down on the 
bar except for every once in a while he’d 
pop up and exclaim to everyone that he 
was a top – after all that drinking, he 
probably just fell on top...

Thursday, February 22 brings that 
annual event of supreme booger drag – 
the Grand Central Employee Show. All 
the staff dress up in their best drag (you 
gotta see it to believe it) and “perform” 
-- I wonder who’ll be passed out on the 
back stairs this year? 

The Spectrum will be having a 
Jello Wrestling Contest on Saturday, 
February 24 – should be nice and slimy. 
I wonder if they’ll let the audience have 
Jello “shooters” when the contest is 
over?

Until next time – see you in the 
gutter...I’ll be the one covered in Jello.
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“ Tying It All Together” was the theme 
of the 15th Anniversary Run Weekend 
of the Baltimore Leather Association of 
the Deaf (BLADeaf) held Feb. 9 -10 at 
the Baltimore Eagle. BLADeaf is one of 
the hardest working clubs in our leather 
family and continues to inspire me. The 
event kicked off on Friday night with a 
BLADeaf bar night and the meet and 
greet for the judges and contestants for 
the Mr. Baltimore Deaf Leather 2007 
and Baltimore Deaf Leatherboy 2007 
contest (There were no contestants for 
Ms. Baltimore Deaf Leather 2007) Of 
course Juan Yanez (Mr. Atlantic Deaf 
Leather 2005) was selling the 50/50 
raffle tickets. (Nobody does it better.) 

Crystal Sisk (International Ms. 
Deaf Leather 2005) was the Executive 

Producer for the BLADeaf run and she 
and BLADeaf President, Jerry Garmany 
(Mr. Baltimore Eagle 2005) really kept 
it all “tied together”. The contest was 
emceed by Jose Granda of Miami, Fla. 
(President of International Deaf Leather 
and the 1994 titleholder.) He had the 
crowd going from the start when he 
walked on stage in a heavy coat, hat, and 
scarf. As he took them off he quipped, 
“You will have to forgive me, I am not 
a professional stripper.” Throughout the 
contest he explained various ways to 

Mr. Baltimore Deaf Leather 2007 and 
Baltimore Deaf Leatherboy 2007 

sign different activities- let’s just say it 
was very entertaining! 

There were three contestants this 
year: Edward J. Carrigan for the Mr. 
title and boy david and boy j. for the 
leatherboy title. After the contestants 
competed in bar/street wear, physical 
appearance (jock), fantasy, and formal 
leather/speech, Baltimore had two new 
leather titleholders. Edward J. Carrigan 
was awarded the title of Mr. Baltimore 
Deaf Leather 2007 and boy j. was 
selected Baltimore Deaf Leatherboy 
2007. 

There are only two more Maryland 
2007 leather titles to give out: Maryland 
LeatherSIR 2007 and Maryland 
Leatherboy 2007. This contest will be 
held March 16 and 17 at the Hippo. This 
year the official “meet & greet” will be 
held during the TWIST GLCCB Benefit 
Show hosted by Shawnna Alexander 
and Rosie on Friday, March 16 with the 
contest at 2pm on Saturday, March 17th. 
To kick off this event COMMAND and 
ShipMates are going to join SIR Chris 
(Maryland LeatherSIR 2006) and boy 
jason (Maryland Leatherboy 2006) on 
Saturday, February 17th for a leather 
evening at the Club Phoenix. 

Applications for Maryland 

LeatherSIR 2007/ Maryland Leatherboy 
2007 can be found at the Baltimore 
Eagle, Club Phoenix, and Lambda 
Rising. This is your last chance for a 
2007 Maryland leather title! 

Speaking of leather, I normally 
would not use the words “cologne” 
and “Eagle” in the same sentence with 
out being proceeded by: “Who the hell 
was wearing...?” However, you have to 
check out the manly new colognes at 
the Baltimore Eagle Leather Store. I had 
to buy the one called “Riding Crop”- it 
smells just like leather. Hey, even with 
all my mileage, I can still have that new 
car smell!  Leather cologne- now that is 
what I call “Tying it all together!”  
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410-902-9903 (offi ce)   443-600-1282 (pager)
1-888-584-6700 (TOLL FREE)

AMERICAN  HOME MORTGAGE

Richard Pazornik
Your Family Loan Offi cer

Family Helping Family

Call for free pre-approval
apply on-line:

www.richardpazornik.com
then click on full application

I understand your unique needs, and the importance to  you 
of dealing with someone who understands them too!
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What A Great Time To Buy!
• Low Interest Rates

• High Inventory
• Negotiable Prices and Terms

Ask about a Free Home Inspection
or Current Market Analysis

Kevin Willner
410-340-2201
ReMax Sails

The Willner/Chrissomallis Group
www.wcgroup.info

Featured Listings
1913 E. Lombard St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
7 S. Chester St. BUTCHERS HILL $ 349,000
910 Bouldin St. CANTON $ 342,500
1100 S. Decker Ave. CANTON $ 343,000
2317 Furnace Rd. FALLSTON $ 544,900
7504 Iroquois Ave. SPARROWS POINT $ 245,000

Investment Opportunities
510 S. Castle St.  •  FELLS POINT  •  $ 350,000
4150 Eierman Ave.  •  BALTIMORE  •  $ 99,900
412 Newkirk St.  •  BAYVIEW•    $ 164,900
508 Rappolla St.  •  BAYVIEW  •  $ 155,000
22 N. Rose St.  •  PATTERSON PARK  •  $ 164,900

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !
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HIRING ALL POSITIONS
Baltimore’s premiere  

Levi-leather club is seeking energetic, 
outgoing individuals  to work in our 

nightclub/bar. 

Interested applicants should apply in 
person to the bartender after 4 pm. 2022 
N. Charles Street (enter from 21st Street)
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CLASSIFIEDS
RENTALS

SERVICESSERVICES

Complete House Wiring 
Service Upgrades

Low Voltage Lighting
Attic Fans. Hot Tubs
Dedicated Circuits

James Chimick
Electrician

443-421-1990

power 4 you


226 N. Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, MD 21078 
Featuring exquisite Victorian 
furnishings. Within walking 

distance of many antique shops 
and fine dining. 

Call 1-888-HUG-GUEST 
or 410-939-6562 

Located in the Historic 
Henry Harrison Hopkins House

INSTRUCTION

LEARN
BARTENDING

Day-Evening Classes
Full-Part Time

Job Placement Assistance
Often Imitated / Never Duplicated

BALTIMORE BARTENDING SCHOOL
Earn between $100-$300 nightly

410-685-1594

RENTALS
CLASSIFIEDS

TRAVEL

PARTY SERVICES

MASSAGE

MASSAGE

Baltimore’s Best  
Massage

Leave Your Stress Behind 
& Feel Your Best!

Available Days, Evenings, Weekends
Call Marc

410-653-3084

Full body rub down by Darryl. Large 
manly hands to rub you the right way. 

Darryl 1-443-617-6586. Havre de 
Grace area in-calls only

MASSAGE by DARRYL

AAA Nude Dude
Let me rub you the right way! The wrong way! 
Anyway! 24/7 In/Out 

TREAT YOURSELF!
I’m 5’9” (69”) tall 145 lbs. Tight & Toned.

Page Sinclair 410-204-8189

ESCORTS

Call 410-244-6780 ext 3 or visit our website at:
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

La Cle dor 
Guesthouse

The Perfect Valentine 
Getaway!

  Intercom Entrance
  1, 2 & 3 BR Apts. Avail.
  Full Washer and Dryer
  24-hour Fitness Center
  MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

Open Mon - Fri 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

Call for directions... 

410-281-0075
7610 Reserve Circle 
Windsor Mill, MD 21244

The Perfect Romantic  
Getaway!
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