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See Day of Silence on page 11

STEVE CHARING DISCUSSES THE IMPACT OF THE SMOKING BAN

See Iraqi LGBT on page 22

By Kedrick Keys

Jason, a 14 year old ninth grader, 
walks down a crowded high school 
corridor. He’s shy but wants friends 
desperately. He stops at a locker. After 
carefully turning the knob to the right, 
he stops on 21, the last number in the 
combination to his locker. He then lifts 
his head turning ever so slightly to the 
left where his eyes connect with Blake’s. 
Blake is a tall handsome guy who seems 
to have no problems finding people to 
follow his every footstep. Blake returns 
Jason’s glare, smiles and mouths, 
“faggot..” Silence befalls Jason although 
the halls are noisy. Jason is silent.

Many students across America 
and abroad succumb to bullying, 

harassment, name-calling, and violence 
in our schools because of their presumed 
sexual identity. The National Day of 
Silence, observed on April 18, serves as 
a reminder that this type of discrimination 
will not be tolerated in public or private 
Junior High Schools, Senior High 
Schools, colleges, or Universities. All 
across the United States events will be 
organized commemorating the day when 
students take an active role in combating 
hate by creating activities to voice their 
truths and educate their peers on how to 
bring an end to this type of harassment. 
The main focus of the observance is 
the silencing - like that experienced by 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(lgbt) students and their allies. Students 
participate by being silent all day or 
part of the day, for instance during their 
lunch period. This simply but powerful 
protest brings about the much needed 
attention required for the transformation 
of attitudes against those that suffer 
under the blows of discrimination.

This student-led grassroots 
movement, the largest of any kind, 
began 10 years ago in 1996 on the 
campus of the University of Virginia, 
although only 150 students participated. 
Today the Day of Silence in its 11th year 

By Doug Ireland

Iraqi LGBT - the London-based 
group with a network of members and 
supporters inside Iraq that documents 
anti-gay violence - two weeks ago 
released details on the latest series 
of murders of Iraqi gays by fanatical 
Islamist death squads. At the same 
time, the group says lack of money 
will force it to close two of the five safe 
houses it maintains in Iraq for gay 
Iraqis who have been threatened with 
death and forced to flee their homes. 
And the group’s coordinator has himself 
been targeted for death by an anti-gay 
fatwa.

“I received a death fatwa sent to my 
personal e-mail address last month,” Ali 
Hili, the 33-year-old gay Iraqi exile who 
is the full-time volunteer coordinator 
of Iraqi LGBT, told me by telephone 
from London. “It came from the official 
headquarters of Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani 
in Qum, Iran, and was stamped with his 
signature.” 

The 78-year-old Ayatollah Sistani, 
the Iranian born-and educated cleric 
who is the spiritual leader of all Iraqi 
Shia Muslims, issued an infamous 
fatwa calling for death for all gays and 
all lesbians in “the most severe way 

possible” in October 2005, inspiring the 
deployment of anti-gay death squads 
by the Badr Corps, military arm of 
the Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), the most 
powerful political Shia group in Iraq and 
now the cornerstone of the current Iraqi 
government. 

The Badr Corps was integrated into 
the Iraqi Interior Ministry last Fall, and 
its members now wear police uniforms 

Local Schools Participate 
in Day of Silence

Iraq – Gay-related Murders 
on the Rise

Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani

Spring/Summer Getaways

From Rehoboth’s sunny beaches to the lgbt-friendly 
streets of New Hope – there’s plenty to see and do  
just hours from the Inner Harbor. OUTloud’s special

12-page travel section can help you plan a great
three-day weekend or an entire week of fun.

Story on page 12

http://iraqilgbtuk.blogspot.com/
http://iraqilgbtuk.blogspot.com/
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THURSDAY
APR 26, 2007

Fo
r the Benefit of

When you dine at a  participating restaurant 
on April 26,  at least 20% of your check will 
be donated to Moveable Feast, the area’s sole 
provider of meals for people living with HIV/
AIDS and other life-challenging conditions, such 
as breast cancer. Now more than ever, your help 
is needed.  Find a restaurant at www.mfeast.org

For more info or to volunteer: 410-327-3420, x. 11
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Although the 2007 session of the 
General Assembly failed to produce 
anti-discrimination legislation to protect 
transgendered individuals, for lgbt-
equality activists there were victories 
nonetheless. Equality Maryland, 
the state’s principal lgbt civil rights 
organization, spearheaded several 
successful initiatives affecting the lgbt 
community that are worth celebrating.  
Below is a summary.

Death of Constitutional Amend-
ments to Ban Marriage Equality

Equality Maryland (EQMD) success-
fully killed anti-gay constitutional 
amendments proposed by Sen. Larry 
Haines (R-Carroll County) and Del. Don 
Dwyer (R-Anne Arundel). In addition 
to their years-long lobbying effort and 
their outreach to new legislators in the 
2006 election, the organization brought 
together a stellar array of community 
leaders to testify against the legislation, 
including Elbridge James of the state 
NAACP, Ricardo Flores of the Public 
Justice Center, Rev. John Crestwell of 
Davis Memorial Unitarian Univeralist 
Church, Colette Roberts of Howard 
County PFLAG, Daphne McClellan of the 

MD Chapter of the National Association 
of Social Workers, and superstars like 
Kevin-Douglas Olive and Bernice Melov, 
who blew away legislators with their very 
personal testimony.

Del. Dwyer’s amendment failed on 
a vote of 12-8 in the House Judiciary 
Committee, with two Democrats joining 
the Republicans in voting for the legislation 
-- Del. Kevin Kelley of Western Maryland 
and Del. Gerron Levi of Bowie.

Increased Health Care Access for 
lgbt Marylanders

House Bill 1057, sponsored by 
openly gay Del. Heather Mizeur (D-
Montgomery County) at the request 
of Equality Maryland, marked the only 
significant health care reform bill passed 
in Annapolis this year.  When enacted 
into law in January 2008, the Family 
Coverage Expansion Act will require 
health insurance companies to write 
policies inclusive of domestic partners 
at the request of an employer, as well 
as children up to the age of 25.

The legislation passed the House of 
Delegates with an impressive bipartisan 
vote of 122-18. The Senate vote was 
28-17, with only Democrats supporting 

the bill. Equality Maryland proposed 
the legislation after hearing numerous 
stories from our organization’s 
members that their employers would 
offer domestic partner benefits but were 
unable to purchase a policy from their 
insurance companies. The bill is the first 
step in reforming health care access 
for fair-minded employers who want to 
offer extended family coverage.  EQMD 
hopes to extend this law in the future 
to include the small group insurance 
market as well.

Authorization of Life Insurance 
Companies to Cover Domestic 
Partners

Another victory for lgbt Marylanders 
is the passage of SB 1022, sponsored by 
Sen. Mac Middleton (D-Charles County). 
The bill authorizes insurers that issue 
policies of group life insurance to extend 
coverage to the domestic partner of the 
employee or member who is covered 
under a policy of group life insurance. 
This bill furthers our goal of full equality 
for all gay and lesbian citizens in 
employment and compensation. 

Allowing Gay & Lesbian 
Marylanders to Sue for Compensatory 

Damages in Discrimination Cases
Legislation sponsored and passed 

by Del. Sandy Rosenberg (D-Baltimore 
City) and Sen. Jamie Raskin (D-
Montgomery County) marks a first 
for gay and lesbian Marylanders who 
have faced employment discrimination. 
Current Maryland law only allows 
workers to bring claims of employment 
discrimination to Federal courts, not 
state courts. This effectively denies 
access to the courts altogether for gay 
and lesbian Marylanders, who are not 
protected from discrimination under 
Federal law. This bill would remedy this 
injustice by bringing Maryland in line 
with the vast majority of states, which 
allow employment discrimination claims 
to be brought to local courts.

“The 2007 legislative session 
was another year forward for the lgbt 
community of Maryland with a number 
of important gains to make our lives 
better,” Equality Maryland’s Executive 
Director Dan Furmansky told Baltimore 
OUTloud. “Despite our successes this 
year, the staff and board [of EQMD] are 
still mourning the loss of our transgender 
civil rights bill and are crafting a plan for 
its passage in 2008.”

 
Visit Equality Maryland’s website 

at (www.EqualityMaryland.org), to see 
how you can help. 

Equality Maryland Celebrates 2007
Legislative Session Successes

http://www.EqualityMaryland.org
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Politics Before People:
Transgender Equality Denied

In Annapolis
 

Public Town Meeting
April 24 at 7 p.m.

  

Equality Maryland’s top 2007 legislative priority was adding 
protection for transgender Marylanders in the state’s  

anti-discrimination laws. Despite majority support in both 
the House and Senate the legislation was defeated  

by one vote in committee. 

Join Equality Maryland to discuss what happened in  
Annapolis and where we go from here. We will be joined by 

the bill’s sponsors, Delegate Adrienne Jones and  
Senator Lisa Gladden.

Our special guest is Julie Nemecek, the Michigan college 
professor who was  recently fired when she came out  

as transgender. 

Additional Featured Speakers:
STEVE GLASSMAN

Chairman of the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission.

DAVID NOBLE
Political Director, National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (invited)

University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC)
1000 Hilltop Circle • Baltimore, 21250

Chemistry Building. Lecture Hall 2
Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m.

Refreshment and light snacks will be provided
ASL interpreter available on request, please contact 

301-587-7500 
Parking available on campus

Sponsored by UMBC Gender and Women’s Studies Program

By Nate Sweeney

Who Are the People in 
Your Gayborhood?

Age
31

Workplace
Lambda Rising

Best part about your job?
Being able to keep in contact with 
the gay and lesbian community 
without having to go out for a drink

Worst part about your job?
Some of the freaks that wander 
through these doors.

Favorite meal?
Anything seafood, but it has to be 
local.

And who does it best?
Me!

Your first date?
Allegro when I was 19.   They 
didn’t know that.

Favorite word in another language?
“Mared”, French for “shit.”

Favorite flower?
Gardenia 

Book you are reading right now?
Brendan Wolf, but Brian Malloy

Thunderdome!  Two shall enter, one 
shall leave: Pat Benatar vs Joan 
Jett.

Joan Jett 

Local broadcaster you have a secret 
crush on?

None that I’ll admit to in print.

Movie you can recite as you watch?
Clue, Steal magnolias, and 
anything Mel Brooks.

Favorite local non-profit?
Chase Brexton

Favorite Drink?
Yuengling

And place to grab it?
The Drinkery, 2 for 1 happy hour.

If you had 20 million dollars to 
spend on art, what would you buy.

American folk art.  Maybe 
Grandma Moses

Pets?
None.

Horoscope, Sudoku, or comics?
All three.  It’s therapy.

Favorite John Waters movie?
Hairspray.

Black and white vs. color?
Depends on what it is.

Poem you can recite?
Ozymandis by Shelly. Maybe only 
a 1/3 or ¼ of it nowadays.

Chris Eney
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TransWoman Discussion GroupTransWoman Discussion Group

ARE YOU A TRANSGENDER WOMAN?
LOOKING FOR RESOURCES?

WANT TO LEARN ABOUT IMPORTANT ISSUES?
THEN COME BE A PART OF OUR GROUP!

-RELAXED ATMOSPHERE
-FOOD & BEVERAGES SERVED

-INCENTIVES OFFERED!

THURSDAYS
6 pm - 8 pm
THURSDAYS
6 pm - 8 pm

at MCRC: 1734 Maryland Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21201

first floor conference room

FOR MORE INFO. PLEASE CONTACT:
FALINA LARON, (410) 685 -1180 ext.481

• Criminal
• Traffic
• DWI
• MVA  Hearings
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Powers of Attorney 
• Personal Injury
• Automobile Accidents
• Worker’s Compensation
• Domestic Partnership
• Agreements
• Family Law and Divorce

Attorney  At  Law
Serving the Gay Community Since 1981

201 N. Charles Street, Suite 2300 • Baltimore, MD • 21201 
Offi ce: 410-332-1170  • Fax: 410-837-0288
Lyndamdee@aol.com • www.lyndadeelaw.com

Lynda Dee As part of its annual Pride 
celebration, Pride Media and Baltimore 
OUTloud, with sponsor a raffle with a 
grand prize of a 7-day cruise for two 
from New York to the Caribbean. In 
conjunction with R Family Vacations, 
the raffle will be one of the largest 
prizes ever offered at Baltimore’s Pride 
celebration. The luxury cruise liner 
departs from New York City July 7, 
traveling first to Bermuda and then to 
a private resort island before returning 
to New York on July 14. Second prize 
will be a LCD television; other prizes 
include everything from theater tickets 
to a weekend-getaway. Tickets will go 
on sale May 1 and will benefit AIDS and 
community service providers. See the 
next issue for more details.

On the April 4 Pride Planning 
Committee meeting attendees were 
informed by Joel Rosado, Development 
Associate at the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Community Center 
of Baltimore and Central Maryland 
(GLCCB), that the” Voice of Pride”, a fund 
raising event for Pride, will take place 
June 3, at Grand Central as previously 
scheduled. Rosado gave no explanation 
for the change in venue. In the March 30 
issue of Baltimore OUTLoud, Rosado 
said he was in negotiations with The 
Ram’s Head, a night club located in 
the Power Plant Live complex, to have 
“Voice of Pride” moved to that location. 
The other fund raising events scheduled 

is as follow: “King and Queen Pageant” 
on Friday May 11, at the Hippo and on 
Monday May 21, “Hunks in Trunks” at 
Red Maple.

Pride kicks off on Saturday June 16 at 
4 p.m. with the annual parade on Charles 
Street in Mt. Vernon. The judges’ stand 
will be located on Charles and Read 
Street for those who are participating in 
the parade. The Baltimore Pride Block 
Party follows the parade from 6-10 p.m. 
The block party takes place on Eager 
Street between Cathedral and Charles 
Street. It’s a virtual night club without 
walls with vendors selling jewelry, food, 
and clothing along the streets. The 
Baltimore Pride Fest will conclude the 
weekend celebration at Druid Hill Park 
with 150 vendors, games, music, local 
and national performers, a children’s 
play area, karaoke, and drag stage. The 
festival will take place on Sunday, June 
17, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. The performers for the 
event and an Interfaith Worship Service 
have yet to be announced. For more 
event information on Pride 2007 visit web 
site at http://www.baltimorepride.org. 

Unrelated to Pride 2007, Don Davis, 
owner of Grand Central has invited 
Molly Ringwald, along with a portion of 
the cast of Sweet Charity to perform at 
Grand Central on Thursday, April 19. 
The performance will begin at 11:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased 
in advance or at the door Proceeds 
will benefit AIDS Action Baltimore and 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS 
(BC/EFA). 

Pride Update 

A 32-year-old man was shot on April 2 
around 10:30 p.m. in the parking lot of the 
Rite Aid pharmacy on W. Chase Street. 
Baltimore City Police spokesperson 
Troy Harris, told OUTLoud that Donta 
Madison was found lying in the parking 
lot with gun shot wounds to his back 
and both hands. The victim was taken 
to shock trauma where he was listed in 
stable but critical condition. City police 
arrested three people shortly after the 

Man Shot in Rite Aid Parking Lot
incident. One male was charged with 
attempted murder. 

Michael Lemmon, the manager of 
Lambda Rising, located across the street 
said, “Unfortunately it (the shooting) 
doesn’t really surprise me. We have 
been robbed several times and have 
witnessed horrific events in this area. 
There has to be more [police] patrol in 
this area.”   
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Towson Columbia Bel Air Bethesda Cambridge

Big firm talent, small firm appeal.

It'sYour
Choice.

Because gay marriage is not yet legally recognized in Maryland,
tax laws, probate laws and many other laws can present particular problems faced by
same-sex couples, but there are also some advantages and opportunities made possible
by not being legally married! 

Being the only top 10 law firm in Maryland that specifically concentrates in Same-Sex
Law, our attorneys are familiar with all aspects of planning for same sex couples.

Our concentration focuses on issues directly affecting your life, and your rights:

Why
HP&K?

They'reYour
Rights.

Proudly supporting and serving the LGBT community since 1988.

Healthcare Proxy  • Power of Attorney  • Joint Purchase & Savings Agreements
Estate Planning  • Adoption  • Second Parent Adoption  • Child Custody

Guardianship  • Advance Health Care Directive  • Wills  • Divorce
Domestic Partnership Agreements  • Corporate Law

HODES, PESSIN  & KATZ, P.A .
Attorneys At Law

hpklegal.com 410.938.8800

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800

“Many strangely named aperitifs 
were advertised, but few people could 
afford them…” (An excerpt from Ernest 
Hemingway’s memoir, A Moveable 
Feast) Not so the case for the annual 
“Dining Out for Life” event sponsored 
by Moveable Feast held on April 26 in 
Baltimore. Many culinary delights will 
be featured during this year’s event. 
Moveable Feast Development Director, 
Jeff Burch told OUTLoud, “Over fifty 
restaurants will be participating this 
year in the Baltimore area and as far 
away as Harford County,” to support 
the humanitarian efforts made to those 
suffering from HIV/AIDS.

Moveable Feast, a non-profit 
nutritional support program that prepares 
and delivers meals and groceries to 
individuals and their families- those in 
need and living with HIV/AIDS and other 
life-challenging conditions-throughout 
the Greater Baltimore Metropolitan Area 
and along Maryland’s Eastern Shore, is 
largely supported by a volunteer staff. 
More than 3,500 people volunteer each 
year in one capacity or another. For 
“Dining Out for Life,” 

Volunteer ambassadors are 
needed to insure the success of 

this year’s fundraiser. Ambassadors 
work in participating restaurants on 
the night of the event, greeting and 
thanking customers for participating, 
and answering any questions about the 
cause. Since participating restaurants 
donate a minimum of 20 percent of there 
intake for the evening at no additional 
cost to the diners, Ambassadors also 
collect optional contributions envelopes 
from those eating out. 

According to organizers, the time 
commitment to be an ambassador is 
relatively small. Only one brief training 

Dining for Life Set for April 26
session is required. Volunteers are also 
encouraged to promote their assigned 
restaurants by word of mouth to increase 
business for that evening. 

This one evening commitment goes 
far beyond dining out for the evening. 
Proceeds will help provide meals for 
over 700 clients, that’s 650,000 meals 
per year: home delivered meals, 
bagged groceries for a week, and drop-
in centers meals at three centers that 
service the homeless of which over fifty 
percent have HIV/AIDS. Employment 
training is also offered along with free 
transportation for those needing to reach 
other service providers around town. 

Mitchell Pressman of Chesapeake 

Wine Company says, “Very simple, it’s 
a win-win situation, a no brainer, great 
cause, great publicity, great business. 
We loved our Ambassador!”

For more information on how you 
can participate, either by volunteering, 
eating out or by becoming a participating 
restaurant, contact Shannon Mullen 
at 410-327-3420 ext. 35, or via e-
mail at smullen@mfeast.org for those 
interested in volunteering, while Jeff 
Burch, Development Director, can be 
reached at ext. 11 for those restaurants 
wanting to participate. Burch says that 
he’s taking calls from restaurants right 
up top the night of the event.   

mailto:smullen@mfeast.org
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837 W. 36th Street
Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone: 410.243.0990

Monday and Tuesday Closed 
Wed - Friday 11ish to 5 or so 
Sat 11ish to 6or so 
Sunday 12ish to 4 or so 

45 % Off Everything In the Store

CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT ANTIQUES
charlotteelliott.com

On thursday March 29 Raymond 
Reeder lost his four-year wait for a Liver 
transplant. He never gave up hope, and 
dispite his circumstances, kept everyone 
around him upbeat and hopeful that a 
liver would be found.

Reeder was an early volunteer at 
the Baltimore Gay Alliance, were he 
helped with the paper and switchboard 
and many other community activities 
including block parties, Pride days and 
drag show fundraising for the community. 
He was a long-time volunteer at The 12 
Days of Christmas Fundraiser.

He worked at several Mount Vernon 
and Baltimore places including Mary’s, 

The Barracks 2, Never on Sunday, The 
Gaslamp, The Lighthouse restaraunt 
to name a few. Reeder loved bingo, 
gardening, dancing, American Idol, 
music, amusement parks, cooking and 
Rehoboth Beach.

A life long resident of Baltimore 
Reeder is survived by his brother, three 
sisters and many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces, nephews and a hoard of 
friends.

He was always full of life and energy 
infecting all around him to have a good 
time and smile.

A celbration of life was held Saturday 
March 31 in Curtis Bay. Those wishing 
may make donations to the GLCCB 
Building Fund in his memory. 

Raymond Mark (Tish) Reeder
1958-2006
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300 W. 30th St. • Baltimore, MD 
(410) 235-0171

“Come as a Stranger,Leave as a Friend!”
Open Daily for Lunch 

and Dinner

We Show Our Pride Everyday

����������������������������������������������

AN EVERYDAY COASTAL BISTRO
WHERE CHEFS COME TO EAT.

DAILY SPECIALS
Wednesday-Lobster Night with a Different 

Preparation Weekly
Thursday- Chef Risotto Night

Sunday - $12.00 Entrees at the Bar
BRUNCH - Sundays 11am-3pm

Tuesday thru Sunday 5pm- 2am Kitchen is open 5pm – 1 am
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Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?
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Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785

������������������������������������������
������������

��������������
���������������

������

Affi rmation
Group for gay and lesbian Mormons
PO Box 77504
Washington DC 20013
703-370-6269
www.affi rmation.org

Archdiocese Ministry to Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics
320 Cathedral St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-547-5486
pweber@archbalt.org
www.archbalt.org/gaylesbianministry

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9400
www.beittikvah.org

First and Franklin 
St. Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison St.
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
www.fi rstfranklin.org

GALAH
Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists
PO Box 34635
Washington DC 20043
202-265-6265
www.GALAH.org

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188

Grace Church
The United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles St..
www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Holy Redeemer MCC
4907 Niagara Rd.
Suite 102
College Park MD 20740
301-982-5775
www.holy-redeemer-mcc.org

Integrity/Baltimore
4 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-669-4919

Interfaith Fairness Coalition of MD
PO Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
www.ifcmd.org

Lutherans Concerned – MD
PO Box 1411
Baltimore MD 21203
lcbaltimore@lcna.org
www.lcna.org

MCC of Baltimore
401 W. Monument St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
www.mccbaltimore.org

MCC of the Chesapeake
PO Box 6159
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-353-5534
www.mccchesapeake.org

MCC New Covenant 
14301 Laurel Bowie Rd.
Laurel, MD 20708; 
newcovenantmcc.org.

MCC of Northern Virginia (NOVA)
10383 Democracy Lane
Fairfax VA 22030
703-691-0930
www.mccnova.com

Merciful Grace MCC 
www.mccbaltimore.org/harford 

New Light MCC
40 W. Church St.
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
www.newlightmcc.com

Open Door MCC
PO Box 127
Boyds MD 20841-0127
301-601-9112
www.opendoormcc.com

St. Bernadette Parish
Roman Catholic
801 Stevenson Rd.
Severn MD 21144
410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. John’s of Baltimore City United 
Methodist Church
St. Paul and 27th Sts.
Baltimore MD 21218
410-366-7733

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
1728 Eastern Ave.
Fells Point
443-691-9800

Soulforce DC
555 Rocky Run Rd.
Fredericksburg VA 22406
540-752-2917
criselkins@juno.com

Sufi  Order Baltimore
410-323-6883
www.sufi order.org 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Annapolis 
333 Dubois Rd. 
Annapolis MD 21401 
410-266-8044

Unity Fellowship Church
114 W. Read St.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-244-0884
www.ufcb.org

K E E P   T H E   F A I T H

LIST YOUR ORGANIZATION
Send name, address, phone, website 

and contact person (not to be printed) to:
Resources@BaltimoreOUTloud.com

In Baltimore . . .   The United Methodist Church
No matter what ecclesiastical courts may say . . .
 No matter what you may have heard . . .
  No matter what you may rightly feel . . .
WE ARE STILL WELCOMING

Because . . .
We are United Methodists

“There is one only condition required in those who desire admission . . .” General Rules

Because . . .
We are Christians

“That is not the way you learned Christ!”

Because . . .
We are the Church

 “... the church which Christ has opened...”  Liturgy of Baptism

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, pursuit of justice 
and resistance of oppression

Bethesda Church 6300 Harford Rd. •  www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church 5315 Harford Rd. •  www.faithcommunityumc.org

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. - at Northern Parkway  •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 
Mt. Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)  •  MVPBalto@comcast.net

St. John’s Church  Baltimore City 2640 St. Paul St. •  www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

Sundays
9 AM Traditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & Family Service 

Whosoever Wednesdays
7 PM Lite Fare
7:30 PM Praise and Testimony

We 
don’t 
debate, or simply 
tolerate; We celebrate your 
sexuality and spirituality!

MC
Cb

Metropolitan Community Church
of baltimore  ~  410 NOW-MCCb 
401 West Monument St - Baltimore
www.mccbaltimore.org   mccbaltimore@aol.com

is an annual event with over half a million 
students participating and nearly 4,000 
K-12 schools, colleges and universities 
being represented. 

The Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN), in 
collaboration with the United States 
Student Association (USSA), is the 
official organizational sponsor providing 
the Day of Silence with support such 
as funding, staffing, and volunteers. 
GLSEN’s mission is to work to end anti-
lgbt bias in American schools, to support 
the more than 4 million students, so 
far, impacted by their work, to assist in 
educating the educators, and to lobby 
for reform in the 42 states that do not 
protect lgbt  students from harassment. 

Towson University will participate 
after the “Day of Silence” with a 
“Night of Noise Dance”, sponsored by 

GLSENBaltimore, on April 20 from 7-10 
p.m. The event will be held at Towson 
University’s Towson Run Apartments, 
located off of 585 Towsontown 
Blvd.(between Charles Street and Osler 
Drive) in the multipurpose room. The 
suggested donation is $5 with snacks 
provided. 

Day of Silence
Continued from page 1
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Tom Mathison is the passionate 
owner of The Quest—a popular seven 
year-old neighborhood pub on Fleet 
Street in the Highlandtown area of 
Baltimore. It boasts so many loyal, 
regular patrons—from the very young 
to the very senior—that they all seem to 
know each other. 

As is the case with all bars and 
restaurants in Baltimore and throughout 
the state, The Quest will be facing a 
ban on smoking early next year. Some 
of the patrons at The Quest welcome 
the ban—even smokers. They enjoy 
the fun too much at the bar, especially 
during happy hour, to bale just because 
of the need to light up. But the owner, 
a smoker, has different views and is 
vehemently opposed to the 
looming ban. 

“They’re chipping 
away at small business 
more and more,” 
Mathison protested. “We 
have a war in Iraq, illegal 
immigrat ion—more 
important issues—but 
they have to do this. 
They should put this 
before the voters.”

But if it had been 
voted on, no doubt a 
statewide ban would 
have been resoundingly 
supported by the citizens 
of Maryland. According to 
a recent Gonzalez poll, 72 
percent of Marylanders back the 
legislation. And that is why the ban 
passed easily during this year’s General 
Assembly session after several years of 
failed attempts. 

The effort to ban smoking here had 
been buoyed by a report last year from 
the U.S. Surgeon General stating that 
the public health hazards of secondhand 
smoke are “indisputable.” And according 
to the Smoke Free Maryland Coalition, 
an advocacy group, “Secondhand 
smoke exposure is the third leading 
cause of preventable death, killing 1,000 
Marylanders every year.”

In addition, similar bans in 
several states including California, 
Massachusetts, Ohio and New York, 
plus neighboring Delaware and 
Washington, D.C., along with the backing 
of Governor O’Malley, made it more 
politically acceptable to defy the well-
organized opposition, led primarily by 
the Restaurant Association of Maryland. 
The lobbying organization insisted the 
ban would keep smokers away from 
these establishments and force small 

pubs and taverns out of business.
Baltimore City passed a smoking 

ban late February, which also provided 
impetus to the state legislation. The city, 
whose ban takes effect next January 1, 
joined Charles, Howard, Montgomery 
and Prince George’s and Talbot 
counties that have prohibited smoking 
in restaurants and bars.

The Quest’s Tom Mathison, who 
generously holds benefits to support 
the lgbt community, doesn’t see the 
issue in terms of health; he sees it as 

a matter of choice. “What 
ever happened to 

freedom of choice,” 
he asked. 

“What’s next?” 
He believes 
that owners 
should have 
the choice 
to allow 
smoking or 

not, and if the 
non-smokers 

do not want to 
come to a smoky 

gay bar, it is their 
choice not to. And the 

same applies to employees: 
they don’t have to work there. Currently 
three of The Quest’s four employees 
smoke.

The Quest, just like other affected 
establishments, faces the prospects of 
patrons standing outside in the cold and 
rain to smoke between drinks. “I can’t 
see the older customers doing that,” 
said Mathison disconsolately. “This is 
going to hurt.” 

More than most gay bars in the city, 
The Quest depends heavily on locals 
or regulars for their clientele. Being 
situated distantly from Baltimore’s 
epicenter of gay bustle, The Quest lacks 
the proximity to other similar bars that 
exists in Mt. Vernon. Those are clustered 
closely enough to bar hop with ease, 
and patrons are drawn to Mt. Vernon in 
greater numbers to avail themselves of 
the myriad clubs, eateries, shops and 
cultural opportunities that the district 
offers. 

Perhaps that difference in geography 
with its resulting drawing power explains 
the disparate reaction of two of Mt. 

Vernon’s bar owners from that of Tom 
Mathison, who must retain his customer 
base to stay in business. 

Jay Lamont, owner of Jays on Read 
and a smoker himself, is not concerned 
about the smoking ban. “I plan to survey 
my customers to see if they want the ban 
put in place sooner,” he said. Lamont 
indicated that many of his clientele 
support the ban and realizes there are 
a lot of potential customers ready to 
return to the bar scene once the ban is 
in effect.

Chuck Bowers, the longtime owner 
of the venerable Hippo and a non-
smoker, is a bit more guarded with his 
assessment of the ban. Asked how 
he sees the impact of the ban on his 
business, Bowers replied, “It’s too soon 
to tell,” but he added that customers 
were already enthusiastically welcoming 
an era of a smoke-free environment. 
He is also considering imposing the 
restrictions sooner than the January 1 
target date. 

Bowers’ main concern, however, 
is that if patrons decide to step out of 
the bar to smoke there would be issues 
regarding the city’s existing loitering 
ordinance that prohibits congregating 
within 100 feet of a bar. That’s going to 
have to be addressed, he said.

As a non-smoker myself, I strongly 
believe that the ban could not have come 
too soon. I have frequented gay bars 
for well over three decades and have 
returned home with my clothes reeking 
of cigarette smoke and imagining what 
that must be doing to my lungs. I had 
helplessly watched my mother succumb 
to lung cancer, and I don’t wish that 
horror on anybody.

Less importantly, I received my 
share of cigarette burns to my arms 
and shirts from cavalier, unapologetic 
smokers blithely holding their cigarettes 
out as I try to navigate around a crowded 
bar.

Yes, it was my choice to patronize 
these bars—or was it? After being stuck in 
the closet for years, I decided I needed to 
seek gay-friendly establishments where 
I can freely and safely meet friends, 
old and new, while enjoying cocktails. I 
cannot understand why my partner and 
I as well as other non-smokers should 

Smoking Ban Sparks Opposition, but It 
Offers a Fresh New Beginning
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See Smoking Ban on page 25
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MAKING YOU FEEL AT EASE
STARTS WITH MAKING YOU FEEL AT HOME.

We serve patients regardless of insurance status and accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also accept Visa, MasterCard and American Express.

• General Medical Care  

• Dental Care

• Mental Health Counseling 
• Substance Abuse Services 

• Free, Walk-in Anonymous HIV Testing

• Case Management and Outreach

• Pharmacy

• Pediatric Medicine 

The caring professionals at Chase
Brexton Health Services understand the
concerns facing the gay and lesbian
community. That’s why we provide
mental health and substance abuse
counseling services in an open, inviting
environment. Call today to begin your
journey to complete wellness.

MOUNT VERNON CENTER
1001 Cathedral Street

410.837.2050

RANDALLSTOWN  CENTER
8507 Liberty Road

410.496.6441

COLUMBIA CENTER
5500 Knoll North Drive

410.884.7831

www.ChaseBrexton.org
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In today’s segment of African 
American Legacy, we explore the issue 
of race, as it pertains to Black people 
in the United States, and culture, as it 
pertains to the issue of work, the work 
ethic, and the institution of working as 
an ideal.

As a Black Same Gender Loving 
(Gay) man in America, aside from the 
“N” word and the “F” word, singularly 
and/or combined, I have often heard 
statements suggesting that, as a 
culture, Blacks were lazy and work was 
something that we despised.  Often, this 
statement is defended with anecdotes, 
which seemed to confirm or challenge 
the ethic of work as an encroachment to 
the Black culture. It seemed that it would 
take a degree of work on my part to 
challenge the issue either way. Personal 
investigation revealed the evidence of a 
mindset that viewed the circumstances 
of slavery of the African in America, and 
not the competition of any analysis.

As Dr. Na’im Akbar, preeminent 
African American psychologist, suggest 
in his book Breaking the Chains of 
Psychological Slavery, “One of the 
attitudes which as been passed to us 
from slavery is the rather distorted 
African-American attitude towards 
work.

He continues by stating, “Slavery 
was forced labor. The day’s toils would 
begin just before sunrise and would 
end at dusk. Work was a daily chore, 
beginning in early childhood and 
continuing until death or total disability. 
The slave was forced to work under the 
threat of abuse, or even death, but the 
work was not for the purpose of providing 
for his life’s needs.  Instead, he worked 
to produce for the slave master. He 
would neither profit from his labor nor 
enjoy the benefits of labor. A good crop 
did not improve his life, his family, or his 
community.  

Work, in a natural society, is looked 

upon with pride, both because it permits 
persons to express themselves and 
because it supplies their survival needs. 
During slavery, work was used as a 
punishment. Work came to be despised 
as any punishment is despised. Work 
became hated, as does any activity, 
which causes suffering and brings no 
reward for the doer. Work became 
equated with slavery. Even today, the 
African American slang expression, 
which refers to a job as a “slave”, 
communicates this painful connection.  
Over the course of generations, work 
came to be a most hated activity. 
Despite the fact that we are over one 
hundred years removed from the direct 
slavery experience, African-Americans 
still, to a great extent, hate work. Work 
is identified with punishment. Work is 
equated with inferiority. Many African-
Americans have developed a variety of 
habits to avoid work, such as reliance 
upon gambling, and other get-rich-quick 
schemes. It is still difficult to view the 
long-term reward of sustained work as 
being adequate to erase the stigma of 
such toil.  It is much easier to work (often 
considerably harder) for someone else 
and get a predictable periodic salary and 
work schedule, which lets one create an 
illusion of leisure.  

Certainly the historical origin of the 

hatred of work does not completely 
explain the African American’s 
orientation to work. Equally as relevant 
is the vast shortage of jobs and the many 
obstacles to receiving the same benefits 
from work, as do other members of the 
society. It is important, however, for 
African –Americans to know hat many of 
our attitudes toward work are a result of 
our slavery experiences. These negative 
experiences associated with work 
continue to function as unconscious 
influences on us that make us respond 
in ways, which may be contrary to our 
conscious intention. Awareness of these 
influences and their source begins to 
free us from their effects. Our slang, 
our songs, our jokes, our attitudes, 
transmitted from one generation to the 
next, preserves these reactions as if 
they were acquired yesterday.” 

Rickie Green is CEO of the 
Portal, an African American LGBT 
Community Resource Center.  www.
theportalbmoreonline.org.  Excerpts 
taken from “Breaking the Chains of 
Psychological Slavery” by Dr. Na’im 
Akbar, PhD.
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Blacks, the “L” word, and Work

http://www.theportalbmoreonline.org
http://www.theportalbmoreonline.org


14   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD April 13, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

My Two      ents



April 13, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   15 baltimoreoutloud.com

Baltimoreoutloud.com

����������������������
���������������������
������

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a gay man, age 54. I was in a 

relationship for 15 years with a wonderful 
man who died suddenly, last winter. I 
went through a period of mourning and 
now I am just starting to go out to the 
bars and hook up. For the first time in my 
life, I can’t keep an erection- I am OK at 
first but then get limp. This is a problem, 
since I have never been a bottom! Is 
Viagra the answer? Is there something 
else can I do to fix the problem?

Soft Touch

Dear Softy,
Many factors could be contributing 

to your difficulty: I’ll outline a few below. 
Depending on the cause of the problem, 
Viagra may or may not be helpful.

1. Alcohol Even a couple of beers 
can interfere with a man’s ability to 
maintain an erection. Since you are 
meeting people at the bars, you likely 
are drinking. Avoid alcohol if you plan to 
have sex, or if you can’t completely avoid 
it, limit yourself to one or two drinks.

2. Psychology You were with one 
partner for a long time. Do you feel 
you’re being unfaithful to him when you 
try connecting with new people? Or, if 
that’s not it, are you simply feeling shy? 
You may need to increase your comfort 
level by spending more time getting to 
know potential partners before having 
sex. Also, depression and anxiety cause 
problems in sexual function. If you are 
having problems with sleep or appetite, 
or if you just don’t enjoy life the way you 
used to, consider getting treatment for 
depression.

3. Prescription Medicine Many 
men your age are taking one or more 
prescription medications on a daily 
basis, often for high blood pressure 
or cholesterol. Or perhaps you are on 
a medication for depression. Many 
prescription medications can have 
sexual side effects. Having said that, 
though, don’t be too quick to blame your 

medication- these medications cause no 
problems for most men who take them. 
If you are on medication, don’t stop it 
suddenly- some medications need to 
be tapered slowly. Talk to the medical 
practitioner doctor who prescribed your 
medicine before making changes. If it is 
a medication side effect, your problem 
should improve within a week or two of 
stopping medication.

4. Tobacco Erections depend on 
blood flow to the penis, so anything 
that interferes with blood flow will 
interfere with erections. Smoking 
causes vasoconstriction, tightening of 
the arteries. Each time a man smokes 
a cigarette, his arteries, including the 
arteries that supply blood to the penis, 
narrow for 90 minutes, impairing his 
ability to get a firm erection. In addition 
to this short-term effect, over a period 
of years smoking causes permanent 
constriction and narrowing of the arteries, 
leading to heart attacks, strokes-and 
impotence. One more good reason to 
quit smoking now!

So, I hear you asking, what about 
Viagra? Viagra works by increasing 
blood flow to the penis, causing a 
firmer erection. If the problem is partly 
or completely due to lack of blood flow, 
Viagra should help. About three-quarters 
of men with erection problems do have 
improvement with Viagra. However, 
Viagra can be dangerous if you have 
heart disease, and many men your age 
do have silent heart disease. Please get 
evaluated by your medical practitioner 
before you try Viagra.

Dr. Eva
Dr. Eva Hersh is Director of 

Primary Care at Chase Brexton Health 
Services. Send your comments and 
questions to her by email at publisher@ 
baltimoreoutloud.com, or by surface 
mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase Brexton 
Health Services, 1001 Cathedral St., 
Baltimore, MD 21201

Facts about Erectile 
Dysfunctions
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MAY 1-13, 2007 • HIPPODROME THEATRE
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Groups (20+): call 410.837.0110 or 800.889.8457

in the performance of a lifetime



April 13, 2007  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD   17 baltimoreoutloud.com



18   BALTIMORE OUTLOUD April 13, 2007 baltimoreoutloud.com 

����������������������
���������������
�����������

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Be one of the first to stop by 
Lambda Rising, located at 241 West Chase Street,
on Friday, April 13th for your chance to receive a

pass, good for two, to an advance screening.
No purchase necessary. Supplies limited. First-come, first-served. One pass per

person. Employees of all promotional partners are not eligible.
Rated PG-13 for some suggestive references.

OPENS IN BALTIMORE APRIL 27APRIL 2007

Join us at the 2007 MARCH FOR THE ANIMALS!
Sunday, Apri l  22nd from 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Druid Hil l  Park.

Visit www.mdspca.org for more information or call 410.235.8826.

Grindhouse – noun – A downtown 
movie theater - in disrepair since its 
glory days as a movie palace of the ‘30s 
and ‘40s - known for “grinding out” non-
stop double-bill programs of B-movies. 
From groundbreaking directors Quentin 
Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez 
comes the ultimate film experience: 
a double-bill of thrillers that will recall 
both filmmakers’ favorite exploitation 
films. Grindhouse is presented as one 
full-length feature comprised of two 
individual films helmed separately by 
each director. Tarantino’s film, Death 
Proof, is a rip-roaring slasher flick where 
the killer pursues his victims with a car 
rather than a knife, while Rodriguez’s 
film, Planet Terror, explores an alien 
world eerily familiar to ours. Welcome to 
the grind house - it’ll tear you in two.

Grindhouse is a pretty amazing 

“event” film, clocking in at three-hours 
and ten-minutes. This may sound like 
a long time (and I’ve sat through much 
shorter films that felt this long), but each 
film on the bill has more than enough 
going for them to keep even the most 
restless viewers glued to their seats. 
If you ever went to the movies in the 
70s, you’ll be familiar with some of the 
graphics and music used as the film 
opens – with a “trailer” for a coming 
attraction called Machete (this and the 
other trailers between the two features 
were made specifically for the film by 
directors such as Eli Roth and Rob 
Zombie). The first feature is Rodriguez’ 
Planet Terror. 

The plot is vague – something 
about chemically created zombies, a 
group of non-infected survivors battling 
for their lives, and a heroine who lost a 
leg during an attack and had it replaced 
with a machine gun – but Rodriguez’ 
execution is exhilarating – kind of 
almost wants you to forgive him for 
The Adventures of Shark Boy and Lava 
Girl and Spy Kids 3D. As in the films of 
the era Rodriguez and Tarantino are 

trying to emulate, plot isn’t important 
but the payoff is and Rodriguez pays 
off with buckets of blood and splattering 
zombies. Rodriguez has also “aged” 
the film with grain, scratches, missing 
frames (even a “missing reel” which 
jumps from the start of a love scene to a 
roadside restaurant engulfed in flames) 
to perfectly capture the essence of a 
grind house presentation.  

The cast is also perfect, with Josh 
Brolin in particular looking like he 
stepped right out of a cheap 70s-era 
sci-fi flick.  Rose McGowan is strikingly 
beautiful, and gets around pretty well 
running around on, first, a table leg 
then a machine gun attached to her 
stump (CG’d in of course, but she did 

have to endure running around in a 
cast with a ball bearing to simulate the 
“peg leg” issues). Zombies are gleefully 
splattered left and right, some survivors 
of the plague endure some gruesome 
deaths, and a “major Hollywood star” 
also puts in a surprise appearance. 
Horror buffs will also get a kick out of 
seeing makeup artist Tom Savini torn to 
pieces by a horde of zombies.  I usually 
criticize Rodriguez for basically doing 
everything on his films himself – writing, 
producing, directing, music, editing, 
cinematography, etc – but this time it 
really all comes together. None of it’s 
meant to be taken seriously, and in the 
end it really is great fun.

Cast: Rose McGowan; Freddy Rodriguez; 
Marley Shelton; Josh Brolin; Michael Biehn; 
Kurt Russell; Rosario Dawson; Michael Parks  
Directors: Robert Rodriguez and Quentin 
Tarantino

Grindhouse

Continued on next page
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LET DARCY MASSOF 
       BEYOUR ADVOCATE

Former Chief Counsel,  
Office of the Attorney General 1994-2002 
Department of Human ResourcesChild/Adult Welfare 

410-528-1221 

106 W. Madison Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201

email:dmassof@darcymassoflaw.com 
www.darcymassoflaw.com

Free Initial Consultation 
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After Planet Terror, we’re 
treated to more trailers for films like 
Werewolf Women of the SS, Don’t 
and Thanksgiving. Werewolf Women 
is hilarious, and Thanksgiving is just 
twisted (in a fun way) with a great 
payoff involving a cheerleader and a 
trampoline. Don’t is funny because 
there’s no dialogue, just a narrator, 
because it’s supposed to be a British 
horror film and the distributor doesn’t 
want the audience to know it’s a British 
horror film! If you’ve ever seen a trailer 
for a foreign film, you’ll know they really 
do go out of their way to avoid dialogue 
scenes. Very clever. 

Then it’s on to Tarantino’s Death 
Proof which is about a former Hollywood 
stuntman who seems to get his kicks 
out of murdering young women with his 
death proof stunt car. Again, not much of 
a plot, but reminiscent of a 70s era car 
chase flick. The film’s major problem is 
that at about 85 minutes, the characters 
sit around and talk and talk and talk 
before anything happens. 

When the climactic car chase kicks 
in, though, you’ll be hanging onto your 
seats for dear life.  Tarantino shoots the 
scene amazingly well, and professional 
stuntwoman Zoe Bell, playing herself, 

will have your heart leaping out of your 
throat as she hangs on to the hood of 
a car at extremely high speeds while 
being rammed by Russell’s car!  

Tarantino throws in his usual film 
references for the true geeks – and I did 
pick up on many of them – but it’s just that 
really slow buildup that almost mars the 
whole experience.  Again, the film has 
been “aged” (though not to the degree 
of “Planet Terror”) and also suffers from 
a “missing reel.” Again, none of this is 
meant to be taken seriously, but the ride 
as a whole is extremely enjoyable.  

My only real quibble with both films 
is that I think they would have been even 
better had each director stuck to the era 
that they’re romanticizing. Watching 
movies obviously set in the present 
(characters have Blackberries and cell 
phones), but seeing them presented as 
if they were 30 years old kind of throws 
off the tone just a bit. That nitpick aside, 
if you’re a real movie buff, horror film 
fan and/or car chase flick aficionado, 
and either lived through the grind house 
era or want to experience what that time 
period was like, then Grindhouse is not 
a film you’ll want to miss!  

Rated R – Restricted - for strong 
graphic bloody violence and gore, 
pervasive language, some sexuality, 
nudity and drug use.

Film
Continued from previous page
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www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Miracles of Miracles!

FIDDLER has come to
Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Baltimore

410-649-1660 or 1-866-99TOBYS
Located in the newly remodeled

Best Western Hotel & Conference Center

5625 O’Donnell Street • Baltimore, MD  21224

Call or visit our website for more information!

Playing Now

Fiddler’s universal theme of tradition cuts across
barriers of race, class, nationality and religion.

Outloud 4-07
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SPRING CLEANING 
DONE RIGHT!

Done to Perfection!

When you won’t settle for less!
We can clean your house or business so it looks like 
you invested hours in cleaning!
No job too big or too small. We do it all...
Contact us for initial set up and start immediately!
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email us: absoluteperfection@verizonmail.com

and are able to operate with full police 
powers. New York’s Gay City News first 
broke the story about the systematic 
murder of Iraqi gays last March. 

Hili said the fatwa targeting 
him called on him to “repent” his 
homosexuality or face killing, was dated 
February 5, and was received by Hili 
shortly after Hili’s own brother, who was 
not gay but who had been helping Iraqi 
LGBT and received death threats for his 
activism, was murdered in Baghdad. “I 
reported this death threat against me to 
the Metropolitan London Police, and am 
now under their protection,” said Hili, 
who is also the Middle East spokesman 
for the militant British gay rights group 
OutRage.

“Our ability to report on the 
assassinations of gays in Iraq by the 
death squads has increased in the last 
few months as word of our Iraqi LGBT 
group has spread among Iraqi gays, 
both by Internet and by word of mouth,” 
Hili explained. “That means we now have 
contacts, supporters, and members in 
a number of cities, for example in the 
south of Iraq, which we didn’t have a 
year ago,” he added.

Iraqi LGBT reported it had 
documented the following new murders, 
which Hili said are “only the tip of the 
iceberg”:

- Anwar, a 34-year-old taxi driver, 
was a member of Iraqi LGBT and had 
helped run one of the group’s safe 
houses in Najaf. After he was stopped 
at a police checkpoint and arrested in 
January this year, he disappeared. His 
body was found in March, and he had 
been subjected to an execution-style 
killing;

- Nouri, a 29-year-old tailor in 
Karbala, had received many death 
threats by letter and phone accusing him 
of leading a gay life. He was kidnapped 
in February, and found dead a few days 
later, his body mutilated and his head 
severed;

- Hazim, a 21-year-old Baghdadi who 
was well-known to be gay, received death 
threats because of his homosexuality, 
and was seized in his home in February 
by police on an arrest warrant accusing 
him of leading “a scandalous life” 
because of his homosexuality. Hazim’s 
body was subsequently found with 
several gunshots to the head, and his 
family was forced to leave their home in 
fear;

- Khalid , a 19-year-old student 
who lived in the al-Kadomya district of 
Baghdad, was kidnapped in December 
2006. Last month, his family received 
a phone call from police telling them to 
reclaim Khalid’s body from the Baghdad 

morgue - where they found the body 
had been tortured and burned;

- Sayf, a gay 25-year old, worked as 
a translator for the Iraqi police. He was 
kidnapped in February in Baghdad’s 
Al-Adhamya suburb by men in Ministry 
of Interior uniforms who were driving 
a vehicle bearing police markings, but 
who were wearing black head masks. 
Several days later, Sayf’s body was 
discovered, with his head cut off;

- Hasan Sabeh, a 34-year-old 
transvestite who was also known as 
Tamara, worked in the fashion industry 
designing women’s clothes. Hasan, who 
lived in the al-Mansor district of Baghdad, 
was seized in the street by an Islamist 
death squad and hanged in public on a 
holy Shia religious day on January 11, 
and his body was then mutilated and 
cut to pieces. When Hasan’s brother-
in-law tried to defend him, he was also 
murdered;

- Rami, a 29-year old Basra 
shopkeeper, was the subject of rumors 
widely circulated in his neighborhood 
saying he was gay. He was kidnapped, 
and his dead body was found in 
January;

- Khaldoon, a 45-year-old gay man 
who worked as a chef, lived in the majority 
Shia Baghdad district of al-Hurriya. 
He was kidnapped in November 2006 
by the Mahdi Army - the armed militia 
of extremist Shia cleric Hojatoleslam 
Moqtada al-Sadr, who is now in hiding 
and, according to an article in the April 
10 Times of London, is believed to be 
in Iran, whose death squads also have 
been executing gays. Sadr’s political 
formation is also a key component of 
the curent government. In February of 
this year, Khaldon’s decaying corpse 
was found;

- Alan Thomas  was a 23-year-old 
gay Iraqi Christian who lived in al-Gadeer, 
a majority Shia district of Baghdad. He 
received many threats for being gay and 
was eventually kidnapped and executed 
by Shia death squads in late 2006. 

“These killings and kidnappings are 
hit-and run, and most of the information 
we have been able to confirm says they 
are carried out by people wearing police 
uniforms and riding in police cars -- it’s 
become a pattern,” Hili told me.

Hili says he and a handful of 
volunteers - all gay Iraqis in exile - 
telephone Iraq at least three times a week 
to collect and confirm information about 
the murders of gays. “The phone is safer 
for our communications with Iraq than the 
Internet, which can be easily monitored, 
and also it’s hard to have Internet access 
for most Iraqis - it’s expensive, and phone 
connections to the Internet are often very 
poor,” Hili recounted.

A January Human Rights Report of 
See Iraqi LGBT on page 23

Iraqi LGBT
Continued from page 1

http://iraqilgbtuk.blogspot.com/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/iraq/article1632802.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/iraq/article1632802.ece
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 Happy Hour ALL DAY

 $10.00 Endless Draft 

 $2.50 Absolute

 BIG Ass Beer   

 2 for 1 Rail and Draft 
DJ 10pm till???

 2 for 1 Rail and draft 

 Happy Hour   

OFF STREET PARKING 

6037 Bel Air Road
Baltimore Md. 21206

410-325-3110 

Thirsty,s IIThirsty,s II

5860 Belair Road
Baltimore, MD 21206
410.254.3785
blueparrotbar.com

LADY PARROT NIGHT
EVERY THURSDAY

Don’t Fret Ladies!
The Parrot has a home for

you on Thursday nights
2 FOR 1 FOR LADIES ONLY!

blueparrot

Mondays
Food Specials Weekly 

Tuesdays
$5.00 Pitchers All Night

Wednesdays
Pucker $2.50 Shots All Night

Thursdays
Ladies 2 for 1Fridays

Dance Music All Night

Saturday & Sundays
Patio Parties All Weekend

baltimore eagle
leather and video store

open 6pm – 2am  •  7 days a week

www.baltimore-eagle.com
443.524.3289

Cum Pick up a little something to take home from 
Baltimore Eagle Leather and Video.

FCUK FLIK FRIDAY
Half Price Video Rentals 9-11pm through April

April 13 Blackout Party
15% off of our entire stock of metal cockrings

April 18 Ash Wednesday
Buy five cigars and receive a free cutter.

April 20 Spring Fling Sleaze Party
15% off of selected sleazy apparel for those in 

“sleazy attire”
Join the Baltimore Eagle mailing list at www.baltimore-eagle.com and receive 

special discounts and info reserved for our Eagle TUFF Customers online.

The

410-225-3100
203 W. Read Street

Corner of Read St. and Park Ave.

Drinkery
Everyday
at 11 a.m.

Open

Starts Everyday
at 4 pm

Happy
Hour

Sunday Buffet
starts around 3 p.m..

Spring
into
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The Drinkery Jays on Read

SpectrumCoconuts

Photos by Skip Koritzer
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Baltimore’s Premiere Nude Male Entertainment Bar
Open Wednesday - Saturday: 7pm - 1am.  •  Dancers Start at 8 

2000 Eastern Ave, Baltimore, MD 21231
410-563-2482 • Spectrummen.com • Spectrummen@aol.com

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS 5 - 5 - 5
$5 cover, 5 Dancers, 5 hours
7PM -Midnight! Pizza, w/Joseph & Steve 

Employment: 
Dancers, Bartenders and Dancer  
Manager position available.

Friday Night
Amateur Contest Soaking Wet 

11:30 pm!

Saturday, April 14th ~ 7pm -1 am.
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY!
• New Porn Star: SHAI KEYON from World 
Entertainment will be in attendance signing 
autographs and giving out videos.
• $400 Ultimate Amateur Contest

• Food, Give-A-Ways, Co-Sponsorship from 
Manhunt; a portion of door cover will be donated to 
Food and Friends. Hosted by Alexander St. John
• 7-9 Happy Hour Special $15 all you can drink 
rail from 7-9 pm.  $10 cover after 9 pm,  
regular drinks apply.
• Free Parking Permits 
to the first 10 people!

Book your next bachelor, birthday, 
or corporate party in our second 

floor party room!
 

Second Floor Renovations (new bar, 
stage, and lighting) Coming Soon!

be denied the opportunity to socialize 
where we are best accepted just to avoid 
the consequences of others smoking. 
So in a way it was a choice but in other 
ways it wasn’t.

But choices are not something all 
bar owners or customers have in the 
wake of health crises. Recall how during 
the peak of the AIDS epidemic certain 
gay bars’ back rooms, as well as bath 
houses (where anonymous risky sex 
took place) were shut down even though 
the clientele had the choice of entering 
or not prior to the ban. 

Once the ban is implemented I 
know that many people—especially 

baby boomers—will re-introduce 
themselves to the bar scene they had 
abandoned years back. This will bring 
in new customers, and those remaining 
smokers may finally see this as an 
opportunity to cut back or quit. As for bar 
owners, there has been scant evidence 
to suggest that the bans in other states 
and localities have resulted in adverse 
effects on the bar business.

The ban here was inevitable. It is 
a breath of fresh air—for customers 
and bar employees—and for the bar 
owners, it presents an opportunity for a 
fresh new beginning.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com .

Smoking Ban
Continued from page 12

the United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Iraq (UNAMI) confirmed the organized 
“assassinations of homosexuals” in 
Iraq (see this reporter’s article, “U.N. 
Confirms Iraqi Gay Killings,” January 
25, 2007.) The report said UNAMI 
had been “alerted to the existence of 
religious courts, supervised by clerics, 
where alleged homosexuals would be 
‘tried,’ ‘sentenced’ to death, and then 

executed.”
The UNAMI report added that, 

“The trials, presided over by young, 
inexperienced clerics, are held... in 
ordinary halls. Gays and rapists face 
anything from 40 lashes to the death 
penalty…One of the self-appointed 
judges in Sadr City believes that 
homosexuality is on the wane in Iraq. 
‘Most [gays] have been killed and others 
have fled,’ he said.

This article was first published by 
the Gay City News. 

Iraqi LGBT
Continued from page 22

http://www.stevecharing.blogspot.com/
http://gaycitynews.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=17749913&BRD=2729&PAG=461&dept_id=568864&rfi=8
http://gaycitynews.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=17749913&BRD=2729&PAG=461&dept_id=568864&rfi=8
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Come join us this Memorial Day Weekend in rural, northeastern Maryland for our 13th year.  
Register early for the lowest price (includes lodging, meals and beverages).  All cabins are 

bathroom-equipped.  Weekend rates start at $295.  
Special offer for guys with valid student ID at $225. 

Shuttle service provided to camp from Amtrak station for additional cost.
This is a nude, not clothing optional, ages 21+, male-only event sponsored by  

The Philadelphia Area Naked Guys.
Come and party with over 200 guys from around the country and the world.  Enjoy lounging 

poolside, go hiking, nightly themed cocktail parties, disco, square dancing, shows and much more.
Phillynakedguys.org •  215-978-7264, 
PANG/PO BOX 42691/PHILA/PA/19101

GET NAKED! ** HAVE FUN **ALL MEN**ALL NUDE**ALL THE TIME**

EAST COAST GATHERING
May 25 – 29, 2007

Come Hang Out With Us!

One week after being sashed 
Maryland LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy 2007 
our new Maryland titleholders were off to 
work. Maryland Leatherboy 2007, Luke 
Emel was working hard for the money 
doing a 50-50 raffle at Miss Leon’s 
benefit at Tyson Place (along with the 
guys of COMMAND, who also did a 
number.) Eric Samuelson, Maryland 
LeatherSIR 2007 headed north with a 
few ShipMates, one COMMAND, and 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2007, Sir Steve 
as Maryland took Manhattan! Well, not 
quite Manhattan- but Long Island. 

On the weekend of March 23-25 
The Long Island Ravens celebrated 
their 15 anniversary with two days of 
cocktail parties at the Holiday Inn in 
Ronkonkoma, NY and one of the best 
formal leather dinners I have ever 
attended. The weekend kicked off 
with a welcoming cocktail party and 
buffet dinner served by the Ravens. 
After dinner the dungeon officially 
opened- two rooms on either side of 
the hospitality suite containing all types 
of play equipment. Next our Maryland 
LeatherSIR 2007 joined his fellow 

Pennsmen for a cocktail party. I won’t 
go into detail but I’ll just say that the 
guys were each wearing a strategically 
placed sock that gave a whole new 
meaning to the term “tube sock”.  The 
evening continued with cocktail parties 
by Boston Bears, Iron Guard, and 
Twilight Guard.                              

Saturday began with a breakfast 
buffet (and of course being New York 
the bagels and cheese Danishes were to 
die for) with cocktails served by Cosmic 
Order of Ka. (An interesting group of 
guys who live all over the country and 
get together once a year at a run.) The 
ShipMates and I donned pig shirts in 
a salute to Raven President Joe Aiello 
and poured the next round of cocktails 
followed by the Centaurs with their own 
twist (and who is more twisted then a 
Centaur) on “Deal Or No Deal”.  

After pre-dinner cocktails (killer 
Long Island iced teas) served by Maine’s 
Harbor Masters, it was time to board the 
bus for the historical Thatched Cottage 
in Centerport, NY. This waterfront venue 
was second to none as approximately 
200 leather folk gathered for pre-dinner 
cocktails and international hot and cold 
appetizer stations. After the appetizers 
the crowd moved upstairs to the main 
ballroom for a sit-down dinner of prime 
rib, salmon, chicken and more. Tuxedo 
clad waiters kept the food and drinks 
coming. After silver trays of cannoli, tarts, 
and other small deserts went around the 
room, it took four waiters to wheel out 
the two enormous desert carts. This 
was one fancy event! The guys at the 
Maryland table ate their rolls without 
butter because they didn’t realize that 
the small swan in the middle of the table 
was.... butter. Hello!!! (Don’t worry; I put 
it in my pocket as a souvenir

After dinner 
everyone returned to 
the hotel, changed, 
and was shuttle to the 
Long Island Eagle for 
the Master & Slave 
Auction. The place was 
packed with a great 
group of people (Okay, 
I haven’t seen that 
many gold chains since 
the A-Team went off 
the air-but it was fun!). 
Mr. Maryland Leather 
2007, Sir Steve put 
himself up for bid and 
even did a little flogging 
demonstration- all to 
benefit the Long Island 
Ravens, MC Charitable Fund.    

After the Eagle, the Philadelphians 
hosted the after-hours cocktail party 
back at the hotel. (I understand that Mr. 
Philadelphia Leather 2007 left his boots 
in Baltimore after the Philadelphians 
hosted a bar night with COMMAND. 
Whose bed have your boots been 
under?) 

What a wonderful weekend!!! Our 
new Maryland titleholders are off to a 
great year. Now where’s that recipe for 
Long Island iced teas? 

photos by Rodney
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tuesdays free pool

2022 N. Charles St. (Entrance on 21st Street) • 443-524-3333 • www.baltimore-eagle.com
maryland’s premier levi/leather cruise bar

BAR NIGHTS
COMMAND April 14

SHIPMATES April 21
COMMAND May 12

BLADEAF May 19
Cum see what’s new at www.baltimore-eagle.com Like staff emails  

available through the site, Our new Mailing lilst, Events page, Man of the 
month contest info, brand new pics and much, much more.   

Be sure to let us know what you think, just click the contact us link.

You know where to go... For a stiff one!
Friday April 13

THAT’S RIGHT LUCKY 13

BLACKOUT PARTY
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE EAGLE STAYS AT THE EAGLE

APRIL 18TH  ASH WEDNESDAY
THE CIGAR PARTY

For those who enjoy a nice cigar.  Special drink prices from 10 to close to 
those with cigars. The Leather Store will be offering a free cigar cutter with 

the purchase of 5 cigars while supplies last. 

Friday April 20 SPRING FLING
MIRROR MIRROR ON THE WALL WHO’S 

THE SLEAZIEST OF THEM ALL?
Wear your sleaziest, most revealing 

(yet still legal) outfit.

Full Moon is on Wednesday May 2nd 
So... Now you know to take off on Thursday

We will see you there!

SO IT’S FRIDAY, AND YOU JUST GOT OFF!
CUM SWALLOW THIS:
ON FRIDAYS 9-11 pm

$1.50 DRAFTS
$2.50 WELL DRINKS
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410-902-9903 (offi ce)   443-600-1282 (pager)
1-888-584-6700 (TOLL FREE)

AMERICAN  HOME MORTGAGE

Richard Pazornik
Your Family Loan Offi cer

Family Helping Family

Call for free pre-approval
apply on-line:

www.richardpazornik.com
then click on full application

I understand your unique needs, and the importance to  you 
of dealing with someone who understands them too!

Robert Lizardi, GRI, REALTOR
202-327-1577 Cell
202-625-5337 Direct
202-333-6100 Office
www.cbmove.com/robert.lizardi

Coldwell Banker
2828 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Four Seasons Plaza
Washington, DC  20007

��������������
Your DC connection, licensed in MD, DC and VA.
Hablo Español.

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village Of Cross Keys, 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
443-980-1666 (cell) • 410-235-4100 (office)

dknight@cbmove.com (email)
cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Investor’s Delight!!
RESERVOIR HILL - 708 & 710 Lennox Street
Two separate 2 unit townhouses each newly 
renovated! Convenient location! $335,00000 each!

The 110Realty.com Team 
We Give 100%... & Then Another 10! 
10% of  our profit to Your Charity of  Choice 

NOW AVAILABLE 
More photos @ www.110Realty.com! 

Ken Maher, Realtor 
Serving Baltimore City & County, in 
neighborhoods like Charles Village, 

Roland Park, Mt. Vernon,  
Mt. Washington, Bolton Hill,  

Guilford & Homeland. 
www.110Realty.com 

Coldwell Banker  
Roland Park @ Cross Keys 

Cell 410-419-4321 
KMaher@CBMove.com

Sally Byrne, Cara Cohen,  
Nicci Hyatt & Ken Maher 

5104 Springlake Way, 21212 $719,900 
Storybook stone Colonial on large, level lot.  

5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths & finished basement. 
Traditional charm abounds. Large living room, 
with wood-burning fireplace & French doors  

to a flagstone patio & a 2-car garage. Lovely formal 
dining room & an eat-in kitchen. All freshly 

painted with gleaming refinished floors.  
Only the kitchen awaits your updates.

3601 Greenway #704, 21218 $166,900 
Spacious & Gracious — oversized 1-bedroom condo in the heart of 

everything. Gorgeous floors, replacement kitchen, fun kitchen & bath. 
Large living room with bay window & French doors leading to a sepa-

rate dining room. Tons of closets PLUS a storage space.  
Garage parking! All this in a secure, well-maintained,  

24-hour staffed building.

Old World 2-bedroom, 2-bath condominium home 
with elegant architectural details throughout.  

Lots of updates. Wood floors, updated kitchen.  
Grand 33-foot balcony to enjoy the nice weather! 
Elevator building. 2 pets allowed. Washer/Dryer 

can be added. Extra storage unit.  
Great locale, moments to everything!

COMING SOON!  HOMES IN... 
Charles Village  ·  Mt. Vernon  ·  Roland Park  ·  Guilford 

Homeland  ·  Beverly Hills  ·  Mt. Washington  ·  Butchers Hill 
Bolton Hill  ·  Otterbein  ·  Harbor East  ·  Federal Hill 

EMAIL INFO@110.REALTY.COM w/your housing needs & we’ll send you listings! 

Please check us out at www.110Realty.com! 
KEN’S CELL 410-419-4321 · Coldwell Banker 410-235-4100 

P. Kenerick Maher, Realtor -- Equal House Opportunity 

GUILFORD CONDOS 

3507 N. Charles #403, 21218 $244,900

HOMELAND

1116 Washingtonville, 21210 $884,700 
Gorgeous, like-NEW with dramatic 18-ft entry,  

gorgeous wood floors, gourmet kitchen, 1st-floor 
master suite with Jacuzzi tub & custom closets.  

Family room with built-ins & new flat-screen TV. 
French doors to large flagstone patio, with waterfall & 
fish pond. Upper-level bedrooms each have a bath en 
suite. HOA handles snow, lawn maintenance & more. 

ROLAND PARK
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701 Broadway~Fells Point

Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula

ROLAND PARK
1122 Washingtonville Dr.

$739,50000

Almost new construction in Roland Park! Enjoy carefree living 
with the following benefits:

• Over 3,100 square feet • 4 bedrooms plus den, 2.5 baths  
• 2 car garage • Gas fireplace in family room  
• Walk to area amenities • Full unfinished basement for expansion  
• HOA covers ALL exterior and grounds

Give us a call today for more information and directions.

P r o u d l y  s e r v i n g  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  1 4  y e a r s !

Inquires to Long & Foster’s 
Consistent TOP CITY AGENT

David Martz – GRI
410.669.0001 direct  •  410.675.5500 main  •  DMartz@LNF.com

LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, Inc.

�����������������������������������

218 South Chester – Baltimore City
CHARACTER SOAKED renovation in Butcher’s Hill

Over 2200 sq. ft. – 3 bed. /2.5 ba 4 levels - cathedral ceilings
Formal dining and view deck – feel at home immediately !

$375,000 – OPEN SUNDAY 4/15  1-3pm

1220 Bank Street #302 – Baltimore City
DRAMATIC LOFT LIVING at Harbor East/Little Italy
Over 3000 sq. ft.  - 2/2.5 ba + den 18 ft. ceilings 

IDEAL wall span for LARGE scale ART  -  hip urbane space 
$869,000 - Historic Taxes for 9 yrs at $1231/yr

David Ark
Accredited Buyer Representative
(p)410-480-3546  •  (c)410.935.9605
410-461-7600/offi ce
1.800.989.7101 x 3546/toll free
dark@cbmove.com
YourMarylandDreamHomeProvider.com

1511 LOMBARD ST W, BALTIMORE
Union Square  •  $349,900
With FREE HOME WARRANTY!!

Charming and elegant! 4 to 6 BRs, 4 BA, lots of 
closets. Attention investors-Zoned for 2,used as 
SF home. Porch, Roof, 2 zone A/C, chimney liner, 
some plumbing/electric, intercom,wash/dryer, 
newer refrig, d/with many repairs made. 2 pkg. 
spaces, fenced garden w/koi ponds. OASIS IN CITY! 
SAVE GAS, live downtown in historic neighborhood.

 Contract fell thru-pending release.
Motivated Sellers!! Wonderful EOG town-

home w/stacked stone floor to ceiling 
fireplace, lovely fenced rear yard w/deck, 

many items recently updated, baths w/ce-
ramic floors, brand new HWH. 

6556 FRIETCHIE ROW, COLUMBIA
Selling Below Appraised Value!!

Call The 24 Hour Home Hunter Hot Line 1.888.278.1346 for information on these and 
more available listings. •Lombard St. ID# 2004 •Frietchie Row ID# 2008
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  Intercom Entrance
  1, 2 & 3 BR Apts. Avail.
  Full Washer and Dryer
  24-hour Fitness Center
  MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

Open Mon - Fri 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

Call for directions... 

410-281-0075
7610 Reserve Circle 
Windsor Mill, MD 21244
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