
ever, Chokachi has built a steady 
career of roles in which his acting 
prowess has developed and flour-

ished. Playing professional boxer Gene 
Tunney, who once held the world heavy-
weight title from 1926 to 1928, Chokachi 
had an opportunity to leave an indelible 
mark on this role.

“I had been wanting to work with Bruce 
[Reisman] for a long time,” Chokachi be-
gan. “I have been a fan of his writing, and 
when this film came about, I felt I had 
found the right project.” Chokachi praised 
Reisman’s ability as a director. “Along with 
writing, one of Bruce’s talents is he’s a re-

seeing a psychol-
ogist / therapist 
for self-healing 
and coping 
mechanisms.   

Monte 
Ephraim, 

manager of 
behavioral 

htealth services and LGBT 
older adult program-

ming – My local 
wish would be 50-
plus LGBTQ housing 

in Baltimore with an 
LGBTQ senior center be-

low, Broadway karaoke, a pool table with 
purple felt, a pinball machine, reruns of the 
Golden Girls and Donna Summer looped in 
over the sound system, movie nights – in-
cluding but not limited to Paris is Burning, 

over the leftovers of the 
table of privilege. Love 
on, fierce and bold 
and messy, step into 
your whole precious 
self with determina-
tion and joy. 

Deb Dunn, 
physician assis-
tant – I will con-
tinue my fight 
to work with 
lawmakers 
to get 
laws that 
protect gender and sexual 
orientation human rights, especially with 
health care. I will also teach myself and 
others the importance of self-care: taking 
vacations, getting massages, aroma ther-
apy, exercising, going to preventive care 
medical appointments, eating healthy, and 

ally good ‘actor’s director.’ He made the 
set super comfortable. So, it was a combi-
nation of his writing and my respect for him 
as both a director and human being that 
made me want to do this role.”

One of the role’s challenges was the 
fact that Gene Tunney was a real-life per-
son. Chokachi made sure that he was doing 
the boxer a service by accurately portray-
ing him and his background. “I did as much 
research on Tunney as possible, but ma-
terial is very limited. He was boxing in the 
late 1920s and ’30s. There are a few video 
and audio clips of him speaking.” Choka-
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A celebratory 
toast with ... 
soymilk! 
(See why, page 12)

—continued on page 10

Actor David 
Chokachi 

exclusively 
chats with 
Baltimore 

OUTloud on 
his upcoming 

film 

the 24-year-old eyes of future 
legendary director, Sidney Lu-
met. The film is a fact-based 
account of a New York sum-
mer in 1948, where future lu-
minaries such as Montgomery 

Clift and Lumet 
embark on per-
fecting their 
craft during 
their early rise 
to fame. For 
film and televi-
sion actor Da-
vid Chokachi, his portrayal 
of professional boxer Gene 
Tunney demonstrates for 
audiences that the per-
former is more than just his 

good looks. 
Having 

burst onto 
the acting 

scene in 
1995, Chok-

achi is 

When we have detractors and political fac-
tions working against us, elemental pow-
er comes from our commitments to taking 
good care of ourselves 
and each other. 

Kate Bishop, educa-
tion coordinator – My 

people, 
I wanna 

see you be 
brave. 

Stand up against the evil 
that is bent to destroy us. 
Outshout and outshine any-
one who seeks to diminish 
our magnitude. Unify and 
face our true enemies rath-
er than fighting one another 

—continued on page 15

LGBT Health 
Resource Center 

makes holiday 
wishes and 
New Year’s 
resolutions

LGBT Health Resource Center of 
Chase Brexton Health Care

WITH 2019 ALMOST upon us, the staff of 
the LGBT Health Resource Center took a 
moment to share their New Year’s resolu-
tions and hopes for our community. 

Sam McClure, director – As I look 
into 2019, I want to see our pa-
tients in a safe and affirming en-

vironment for 
all their health 
care needs. I 
also hope to see 
our community 
taking positive 
pro-active steps 
towards health 
and wellness. 

2019: To Your Health!

By FrAnKiE KujAwA
In the Bruce Reisman’s upcoming film As 
Long as I’m Famous, the interpersonal 
relationships of stage and screen stars 
from postwar Hollywood and Broadway’s 
golden age are explored through 

best known for racing 
down the beach each 
week as “Baywatch’s” 
resident hunk – life-
guard Cody Madison. 
Each week, audienc-
es swooned at Chok-
achi’s killer smile and 
blond, chiseled fea-
tures. Over the last 
few decades, how-

From 
‘Baywatch’ 
to silver 
screen – 
Actor David 
Chockachi

As Long as I’m
FamOU$

Sam McClure

Kate Bishop

Deb Dunn
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Windup Space (12 West North Avenue, 
Baltimore). Say “see ya” to 2018, and cele-
brate the good that happened, and what is 
sure to be another interesting year in 2019! 
Doors open at 8 pm. Tickets are $10.

Performing will be Joseph & the Beasts 
(Josephandthebeasts.com); Manners 
Manners (Mannersmanners.bandcamp.
com); Sybling (Sybling.bandcamp.com); 
and Dreambush (Dreambush.bandcamp.
com).

For more information visit their Face-
book event page at Bit.ly/2rD5FAl. t

Incarnate: A Queer 
Christmas Pageant

Join other community members on Sun-
day, December 23rd from 6 to 7:30 pm, to 
celebrate Christmas in a queer and sacred 
space, with “Incarnate: A Queer Christmas 
Pageant”. The event takes place at Space 
2640 (2640 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore). 
The event is free of charge and all are wel-
come.

The event is being hosted by Dreams 
and Visions, a new progressive, LGBTQ+ 
affirming church in Baltimore. All ages, all 
genders, all faiths (or no faith) are wel-
come! The church says it aims to create an 

imaginative spiritual community of resto-
ration, where people can find the courage 
to be their full selves.

“This can be a hard season for LGBTQ 
folks,” said Rev. Emily Scott, pastor for the 
church. “Let’s reclam this Christmas story, 
where God chooses to come and dwell, not 
in the halls of power, but with a girl who 
most would call trouble who would soon be 
a refugee fleeing the violence of the pow-
ers that be.”

The host for the evening will be R. Eric 

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

nEwS // LOCAL nEwS // LOCAL

Information Sought 
on Local Murders

On November 8th, 2018, 43-year-old Bren-
don Michaels was found dead in his Mid-
Town Belvedere apartment, in the 1200 
block of Saint Paul Street in Baltimore. 
He had been beaten, and his death was 

ruled a homicide. 
Michaels was a cer-
tified personal train-
er and fitness cen-
ter coordinator at 
Carroll Community 
College, and worked 
also as a server at 
the Olive Garden in 
Westminster.

On November 
26th, “Tydi,” a trans-
gender woman, was 
fatally shot while in 

the 1900 block of West Lanvale Street, in 
Baltimore.

These are members of our community 
whose lives were taken from us and who 
deserve justice. Anyone with information 

on Michaels’ or 
Tydi’s murder is 
asked to call the 
Baltimore Police 
D e p a r t m e n t ’ s 
Metro Crime 
Stoppers Line at 
1-866-756-2587, 
24 hours a day; 
download the 

Baltimore Police Department app and click 
on Crime Stoppers; or report your tip at 
Metrocrimestoppers.org.

If your tip to the hotline leads to an ar-
rest and indictment in either case, you may 
be eligible for a cash reward. The Baltimore 
Police report number for the Michaels case 
is CC1-181102940; for the Tydi case, it is 
CC7-181109495. t

‘New Queers Eve’ 
at Windup Space

Ring in the new year with a night of music 
by queer artists and friends, on Monday, 
December 31st from 8 pm to 1 am at the 

Brendon Michaels

‘Tydi’

—continued on page 4
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nEwS // LOCAL nEwS // LOCAL NEWS

Thomas, a Baltimore native and resident. 
Thomas is a playwright, the long-running 
host of “The Moth” in Philadelphia and DC, 
and a longtime staff writer for Elle.com, 
where he writes “Eric Reads the News,” a 
daily current events and culture column.

Participation is desired, carols will be 
sung, and communion will be offered. Ev-
eryone is invited to dress up, play a part, 
and help tell the story in this impromptu 
pageant! Use costumes that will be avail-
able, or come dressed up!

Makeup by Xochi Mochi will be offered 
beginning at 5 pm, so come and get fab-
ulous! Cider, boozy and non-boozy, and 
cookies will be served after the service.

“Reclaim the story,” urges Scott. “God 
comes and dwells among us, revealed first 
to the poor and the outsider. No matter 
what you’ve been told, this love is for you.”

For more information visit the church’s 
Facebook event page at Bit.ly/2STuLGW. 
To learn more about Dreams and Visions, 
visit Dreamsandvisionsbaltimore.org.

Lunch Patrol’s 
Second Annual 

Holiday Celebration
Help to make sure that the less fortunate 
can enjoy the holiday season and join B 
and Dee’s Baltimore Love at 1 pm on Sun-
day, December 30th, for the December 
“Holiday Edition” of Lunch Patrol, which 
has usually been the biggest lunch pa-
trol of the year. Volunteers help distribute 
brown-bag lunches to the area homeless. 
They are delivered on foot and by vehicle. 
In addition to brown-bag lunch distribu-
tion, organizers will be offering hot food for 
those in need.

Daughters of Royalty will be guest 
hosting this special event. All are wel-
come! People of all ages are encouraged 
to participate. Meet up at 420 Fallsway, 
and volunteers will then disperse to differ-
ent areas. Donations and volunteers are 
needed. For more info, visit their Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2EwWudl. To sign up 
to bring something, visit Perfectpotluck.
com/MFPK8746. Together you will make a 
difference! t

A Miracle on 
Lexington Street

For one night and one night only, Joy Bal-
timore in partnership with Club Bunns, will 
present “A Miracle on Lexington Street,” a 
kid-friendly tree lighting in the heart of Bal-
timore, on Saturday, December 22d, from 

5 to 9 pm, at Club Bunns (606-608 West 
Lexington Street, Baltimore). The event 
will include food, fun, games, entertain-
ment, vendors, marching bands, and even 
pictures with Santa. The event is free and 
open to all. Please note that this is an out-
door event, so dress accordingly.

Organizers’ goal is to provide gifts 
for up to 200 youth. They are looking for 
gloves, hats, scarves, blankets, coats, and 
socks for young people from around ages 
six to 18.

For more info, visit their Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2R36elu. To be a part 
of the event or donate, contact Lonnie 
Walker at Lwalker@joybaltimore.org or 
call 443-522-8553. t

2018 Glitter Ball, 
December 29th

On Saturday, December 29th, Jacqueline 
Boxx and Betty O’Hellno will host the 2018 
Glitter Ball! Doors open at 7:30 pm, and 
the show starts at 8 at the Creative Alli-
ance (3134 Eastern Avenue, Baltimore). 
Join in for a decadent end-of-year celebra-
tion featuring burlesque glitz, music, and 
all-around fabulousness!

Come see the Creative Alliance trans-
formed with elaborate decor into a shim-
mery winter wonderland, a celebration of 
all things that sparkle and shine. Come 
dressed in all that glitters and shines, and 
you will fit right in. There will be a dance 
party hosted by DJ Chris Jay, circus perfor-
mances, and a “Sparkle Market” where at-
tendees can add even more shine to their 
outfits. 

Then there’s the main event: an extrav-
agant burlesque show featuring New York 
City’s Perle Noire, the “Mahogany Queen 
of Burlesque,” named three times as one 

With construction starting soon on the Grand Expansion of 
Roland Park Place, 50% of new residences are already spoken 
for. And when all it takes to reserve yours is a fully-refundable 

deposit, the only question left is, what are you waiting for?
Make the intelligent choice. Call today: 443.338.6212

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

RESIDENCES RESERVED: 50%  
RISK OF RESERVING: 0%

of the top five burlesque performers in the 
world by 21st century Burlesque maga-
zine; and Poison Ivory, “2016 Miss Exotic 
World” at the Burlesque Hall of Fame. 

The show will also feature local per-
formers Whiskey Joy and Eva Mystique. 
Whiskey is the co-producer of Red & 
Black Ball Stageshow, Variete, and Time-
lessTease. Together with Betty O’Hellno 
she was the recipient of Baltimore City 
Paper’s 2016 Best Burlesque Partners 
award. Eva Mystique is a nationally known 
burlesque performer having toured dozens 
of cities. Her performance features fire 
dancing, mind-blowing hula hoop work, 
and a fusion of classic belly dance, tease, 
twerk, and flexible floor work.

Seating is limited on a first-come, first-
served basis. For accommodation in the 
handicap-accessible area, contact the box 

office. Tickets are $25 for Creative Alliance 
Members, $28 for non-members.

For more information and to purchase 
tickets visit their Facebook event page at 
http://bit.ly/2CiUSl7. t

– news compiled by 
Bill redmond-Palmer

—continued from page 3

Local news

From all of us at 

Baltimore OUTloud

we wish you the 

Happiest Holidays!

BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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Pastor in Detroit 
arrested in 
murder of trans 
woman

Detroit – A self-identified pastor, Al-
bert Weathers, 46, has been arrested 
and charged with the murder of 36-year-
old trans woman Kelly Stough in Detroit. 
According to WXYZ, the ABC affiliate in 
Detroit, investigators say Weathers shot 
Stough the morning of December 7th, 
near the intersection of East Nicholas and 
Brush in Detroit, then fled the scene. They 
said he went and clocked in at his job at 
the Great Lakes Water Authority and af-
ter about an hour called police to say that 
someone tried to rob him and he shot the 
person. 

Prosecutors have said they will be pre-
senting evidence to show that the shooting 
was motivated by anti-trans bias. Inves-

tigators have released no other informa-
tion regarding the motive in the shooting. 
Weathers has been charged with “open 
murder and felony firearm (use of a fire-
arm in commission of a felony),” WXYZ 
says, and remains jailed on a $1 million 
bond. A person claiming to know Weathers 
but not wanting to be named told WXYZ 
that Weathers is married with children and 
that he rents space in a local church for his 
own small congregation.

Trump’s attorney 
general nominee 
has anti-gay 
record

washington – Gay and Lesbian Ad-
vocates and Defenders (GLAAD) panned 
President Trump for nominating William 
Barr to be his next US attorney gener-
al. Much like his predecessor Jeff Ses-
sions, Barr has an anti-LGBTQ history 
(see Glaad.org/tap/william-barr) and has 
suggested that LGBT equality has “led to 
America’s decline.” 

“William Barr, who has wrongfully sug-
gested that LGBTQ people – not Trump 
and his destructive policies – have harmed 
the US, is the latest in a long line of re-
placements who President Trump has 
appointed to his cabinet who are just as 
anti-LGBTQ as their predecessors,” said 
Sarah Kate Ellis, GLAAD president. “If 
confirmed, there’s little doubt that William 
Barr would continue the Trump administra-
tion’s objective of erasing LGBTQ Ameri-
cans from the fabric of this nation.”

Barr delivered multiple speeches in 
the early 1990s condemning the “permis-
siveness,” “sexual revolution,” and “mor-
al upheaval” that he insisted had led to 
America’s decline. He condemned church/
state separation in public schools: “This 
moral lobotomy of public schools has been 
based on extremist notions of separation 
of church and state or on theories of mor-
al relativism which reject the notion that 
there are standards of rights or wrong to 
which the community can demand adher-
ence.” He bemoaned the attention shown 
to gay issues, saying “It is no accident that 
the homosexual movement, at one or two 
percent of the population, gets treated with 
such solicitude while the Catholic popula-
tion, which is over a quarter of the country, 
is given the back of the hand. How has that 
come to be?” (Seattle Gay NewS & GLAAd 
at http://www.sgn.org/sgnnews46_50/
page11.cfm)

BEyOnD ThE BELTwAy

Lesbian 
couple donate 
holiday tree 
in Rockefeller 
Center

new york City – A Latina lesbian couple 
donated the 72-foot tree that stands in the 
middle of Rockefeller Center this year. The 
couple has been married six years, accord-
ing to the New York times.

Shirley Figueroa said she grew up in 
the Bronx where there were no trees on 
her street. Two years ago, she and her wife, 
Lissette Gutierrez, moved about 30 minutes 
upstate. They were asked to donate the tree, 

becoming the first same-sex couple and the 
first Latinas whose tree stood in the middle 
of Rockefeller Center for the holidays. “It’s 
going to be really amazing to be down there 
and know that the tree came from our yard,” 
Figueroa told NBC News this week.

Figueroa said Rockefeller Center has 
been eyeing the 12-ton tree in their yard 
since before they even moved there. “After 
we bought the house, the previous own-
er told us, ‘Hey, by the way, the tree in the 
yard? Rockefeller Center has been scouting 
it,’” Figueroa said. “I didn’t believe it. Until 
they came knocking on the door.” The tree 
marks the first time in the holiday tradition, 
which began in the 1930s, that the Rocke-
feller Center tree has ever been donated by 
a same-sex or Latino couple. After Christ-
mas, when the tree is taken down, it will 
be sawed into lumber that will be donated 
to Habitat for Humanity. (DallaS Voice – 
david taffet dallasvoice.com/lesbian-cou-
ples-tree-stands-in-rockefeller-center/ & the 
hill at Thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/
news/419211-rockefeller-center-christmas-
tree-donated-by-gay-latina-couple)

Era of cheap 
treatments for 
STDs may be 
ending

Atlanta – As reported on Wired.com, 
gonorrhea may not seem like a big deal. 
Aside from HIV, sexually transmitted dis-
eases seem like solved problems, relics 
of some long-ago time when sex wasn’t 
discussed and sexual health care was dif-
ficult to access. In fact, gonorrhea is surg-
ing back, along with its equally forgotten 
partner, syphilis. In August the Centers 
for Disease Control said that cases of all 
STDs have risen for four straight years, to 
the highest levels in a decade. A sizable 
portion of that spike is due to gonorrhea, 
which has become resistant to all the gen-
erations of antibiotics that have been used 
to treat it.

The edifice of STD control that has 
stood since World War II is crumbling. 
Funds have been cut, tests are proving in-
adequate, public health workers are being 
laid off, and any new compound – such as 
zoliflodacin (which cures gonorrhea with a 
single dose but is awaiting phase III trials) 

– is likely to cost far more than the old anti-
biotics that have lost their power. One way 
or another, the era of inexpensive, uncom-
plicated STD treatment is probably over for 
good. 

STD control is founded on a health 
care structure that is otherwise unusual in 
the US: freestanding clinics, often publicly 
funded, that allowed patients to avoid stig-
ma by seeking care from doctors who may 
not know them. STDs were so common 
that inexpensive drugs were paramount. 

For decades, this combination of 
cheap drugs and accessible care worked 
pretty well – except that gonorrhea, which 
develops drug resistance quickly, was 
churning through almost every category of 
antibiotic used against it: sulfas, penicillin, 
tetracycline, and then the fluoroquinolone 
class, leaving just one group, the cepha-
losporins, still effective. Cases of “super 
gonorrhea,” resistant to that last two-drug 
therapy, were identified in the UK in March, 
and the CDC has been anxiously watching 
for it in the US since. Zoliflodacin if ap-
proved by the FDA will cost a lot more than 
the antibiotics that are no longer effective. 
(Wired – maryn mcKenna at Wired.com/
story/gonorrhea-syphilis-easy-std-treat-
ment-is-over) 

compiled by Jim Becker

Lesbian couple donate rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree

he’s scowling at you: william Barr

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUD or Pride 
media.

Murder victim Kelly Stough
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unsolicited dick pics to strangers. Three New 
York City councilmen introduced a bill on No-
vember 28th that would criminalize digitally 
whisking your dick photos to anyone who 
doesn’t want to see them.

Councilmen Joseph Borelli, Donovan 
Richards, and Justin Brannan are co-spon-
soring the bill, which would make it illegal “for 
a person to send an unsolicited sexually ex-
plicit video or image to another person with in-
tent to harass, annoy or alarm such other per-
son,” according to the proposed legislation. 
Those found guilty of so-called cyberflashing 
would face up to one year in jail or a fine of up 
to $1,000 if the bill becomes law. 

“In the old days, you had to have a long 
trench coat and good running shoes,” said 
Councilman Borelli told the New York times. 

“Technology has made it significantly easier to 
be a creep…. Keep your pic in your pants,” 
Richards also told the times in a deft exam-
ple of how to promote your legislation. With 
your AirDrop set to allow images from “Every-
one,” any iPhone user within a close range 
can drop you a nude – a problem that’s been 
happening to women for years. In August, 
the New York Post reported that residents 
in a Midtown Manhattan apartment building 
were being “terrorized” by a doorman send-

ing unsolicited dick pics. Because doing so 
isn’t technically a crime, this case and others 
inspired Borelli to introduce the bill, a spokes-
man for the councilman told Gizmodo in an 
email.

You can prevent people from send-
ing you any type of unsolicited AirDrop by 
making sure your settings are switched to 

“Contacts Only” or by turning off AirDrop al-
together. If you do have AirDrop turned on 
for “Everyone” and you get an unwanted pic, 
it can be exceedingly difficult to identify the 
person that sent it. Images can be sent ex-
peditiously and anonymously, and while that 
person does need to be within around 30 
feet of their target, in places like a crowded 
subway, it’s easy to go undetected. t (Giz-
modo – melanie ehrenkranz at Gizmodo.
com/new-nyc-bill-would-criminalize-airdrop-
ping-unwanted-dic-1830772625)

Stough, the TV station said, was be-
loved in Detroit’s LGBTQ community and 
was an aspiring fashion designer and buy-
er. WXYZ also reports that the case has 
been assigned to Special Prosecutor Jai-
mie Powell Horowitz of the Fair Michigan 
Justice Project, a collaboration between 
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office and 
the Fair Michigan Foundation that is fo-
cused on “serious crimes against those in 
the LGBTQ community.” (DallaS Voice at 
dallasvoice.com/pastor-arrested-for-mur-
der-of-trans-woman-in-detroit)

Canadian 
Catholic 
teachers must 
sign lifestyle 
contract

Calgary, Alberta – The Catholic 
school district of Calgary, in the Canadian 
province of Alberta, has come under fire 
for reportedly requiring teachers to sign 
documents that assert having a same-sex 
relationship would be a breach of their 
employment contract. According to the 
calgary Herald, one of these teachers has 
now brought the case before the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission.

“How can these contracts – these Cath-
olicity clauses – be allowed to stand when 
they are clearly discriminatory,” said Kris-
topher Wells, who teaches at MacEwan 
University. “It’s hard to believe that in 2018, 
when same-sex marriage is legal in this 
country, that anyone could lose their job 
because of that.” In Wells’s view, requiring 
teachers to uphold “Catholic values” with 
regard to committed relationships creates 
a harmful environment for both teachers 
and students. “This is not a system that 
is directly supported by the church. It is 
a public education system supported by 
taxpayers,” Wells states. “But there is this 

would a dick pic enliven this tableau?

‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ mentality that creates 
feelings of stress [and] despair. Where you 
have to remain silent to maintain employ-
ment. That not only impacts teachers, but 
it denies LGBTQ youth the important role 
models they need.” 

The Calgary Catholic School District 
(CCSD) told the calgary Herald that “all 
teachers have to sign a contract that 
outlines a variety of expectations, one of 
which includes ‘living a lifestyle and de-
portment in harmony with Catholic teach-
ing and principles.’” Richard Svoboda, 
superintendent of human resources for 
CCSD confirmed this, saying, “anyone 
who is not living a lifestyle in alignment 
with the church, that piece of the contract 
would impact them.” “Relationships that 
would be acceptable are those recog-
nized by the Catholic Church, that have 
to be acknowledged by a Catholic priest,” 
Svoboda stated. “That would not include 
a same-sex relationship or a common-law 
relationship.” However, Tonya Callaghan, 
who researches the Catholic school sys-
tem in Canada, said these Catholicity 
clauses are disproportionately pushing out 
LGBTI educators. In her experience, she’s 
never seen these clauses negatively im-
pact unmarried heterosexual couples who 
are living together, nor women who use 
contraceptives. (Gay Star NewS – rafaella 
Gunz at Gaystarnews.com/article/canadi-
an-catholic-school-teachers-must-sign-an-
ti-gay-values-contract/#gs.vjur6wu)

Lambda sues 
Social Security 
over benefits for 
widower

Las Cruces, new Mexico – On Decem-
ber 13th, Lambda Legal filed a motion on 
behalf of a 63-year-old gay man arguing 
that the Social Security Administration’s 
denial of spousal survivor’s benefits to him, 
on the grounds that he was not married for 
long enough despite marrying on the very 
first day when he was allowed to do so, is 
unconstitutional. The lawsuit filed on behalf 
of Anthony Gonzales, who was in a 15-year 
committed relationship with his husband, 
argues that the SSA’s imposition of a nine-
month marriage requirement for Social Se-
curity survivor’s benefits is unconstitutional 
where same-sex couples were not able to 
be married for nine months because of dis-
criminatory marriage laws. In September, 

Lambda Legal filed thornton v. Berryhill 
in the US District Court for the Western 
District of Washington. And in November, 
Lambda Legal filed ely v. Berryhill in the 
US District Court for the District of Arizona. 

“Over the past three months, we have 
filed lawsuits against the Social Security 
Administration in three different states – 
Washington, Arizona and, today, New Mexi-
co – all underscoring the ongoing harm that 
a number of same-sex couples continue to 
experience from marriage bans, despite 
those laws having been struck down,” said 
Lambda Legal attorney Peter Renn. “An-
thony and his husband, Mark Johnson, got 
married literally on the very first day they 

could in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, which 
was August 27th, 
2013. Tragically, can-
cer claimed Mark’s 
life six months later. 
Because they were 
not married for nine 
months, as Social 
Security requires, An-

thony was denied access to the survivor’s 
benefits to which Mark contributed. Social 
Security’s nine-month rule serves only to 
continue the harms that invalid marriage 
bans created. It’s past time for a change.”

Anthony Gonzales and Mark Johnson 
were in a committed relationship from 1998 
until Johnson died in 2014. They lived in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, where Gonzales 
worked for a local nonprofit and Johnson 
was an elementary school teacher. Then, 
in August 2013, when a New Mexico state 
court struck down the state’s marriage ban, 
Gonzales and Johnson immediately got 
married. They were among the dozens of 
same-sex couples who participated in a 
mass wedding ceremony on Albuquerque’s 
Civic Plaza the day after the court ruling and 
the first day marriage licenses were issued 
to same-sex couples. (Seattle Gay NewS & 
Lambda Legal at Sgn.org/sgnnews46_50/
page3.cfm)

New York City 
bill would ban 
airdropping 
explicit pics

new york City – Gizmodo.co, reports 
that the golden age of personal technology 
has given rise to many a scourge, including 
the upsetting trend of people AirDropping 

BEyOnD ThE BELTwAy

Catholic school seeks to ban same-sex 
relationships among teachers
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
We had a wonderful month full of activities. 
In October, we held a few focus groups and 
a town hall to get additional feedback from 
our community. We had around 600 people 
visit the center for various programs and 
events in November. A new program at the 
Center is our Focused Town Hall series. In 
November we held our first of many Trans 
Community Town Hall. The Town Hall aims 
to show Baltimore’s trans community what 
the Center offers in trans specific services 
and to hear from the trans population so that 
the Center can become the resource they 
need. We are incredibly proud to have been 
able to do this. These focused town halls 

are important in establishing community 
driven programming and more importantly 
to ensure the Center stays committed in ful-
filling its mission. 

The Pride planning committee started 
meeting in November and has already se-
lected 2019’s theme: Unity through Diver-
sity- The Remix . We will be updating the 
Pride website with applications for the ven-
dors, entertainment and parade participa-
tion. In an effort to avoid parade crashers, 
we have also put some additional measures 
in place to vet Parade participants for next 
year after having several meetings both in-
ternally and with the City. This includes re-

viewing Parade signs the day of the parade.
Moving forward, we will host more com-

munity specific town halls. In February we 
will be having Our Black Voice Town Hall, 
a town hall dedicated for Black people and 
in March we will have our Her Story Town 
Hall, a town hall dedicated to hearing the 
women in our community.  Last but not least 
we have our December Bash planned for 
this month on December 14. Tickets are still 
available and only cost $30. The cost of one 
ticket helps support our youth programming 
and you can even donate your purchased 
tickets to the Center’s young people. 

We look forward to your ongoing support 
and attendance at the Bash. 

Have a wonderful holiday season.
The GLCCB
 

November in Review
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What made you start volunteering at the GLC-
CB? I wanted to make a change in my community 
and be a part of something. I felt that the GLCCB 
was the one organization that was still standing as 
a safe space for SGM/LGBTQIA and wanted to be 
apart of that.
What is your favorite thing to do as a volun-
teer? Working at the front desk!! [I enjoy] welcom-
ing people into the Center and asking them how 
can I help them.
What other skills have you given the GLCCB 
access to? I bring a lot of new family members 
into the Center through by highlighting the Cen-

Tuesday, December 18 
Yoga & Heels 5:00pm 
Teen Art Group 5:30pm 
Giovanni’s Room  
Poetry Workshop 6:30pm 
SILhouette 7:30-9:30pm 

Wednesday, December 19 
HIV/STI Testing 6:30pm 
The Mankind Project 6:45pm 
Trans Baltimore 7:00pm 
SCA 7-8 pm 

Thursday, December 20 
Pelvic Health Lunch and Learn 12:00pm 
Baltimore Trans-Masculine  
Alliance 6:30pm

Friday, December 21 
Crystal Meth Anonymous 6:30pm 
Marijuana Anonymous 7:00pm

Saturday, December 22 
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm 

Sunday, December 23 
Narcotics Anonymous 11 
Gentle Mindful Yoga 3:30

Tuesday, December 25 
Center Closed for Holiday 

Wednesday, December 26 
FreeState Justice Legal Clinic 4:30pm 
Vogue Night with STAR TRACK 6:30pm 

SCA 7-8 pm 

Thursday, December 27 
Helping Hands Clothing Closet 3:00pm 
Sistahs of Pride 7pm-9pm 

Friday, December 28 
Breaking Bread Project 6:00-8:00pm 
Crystal Meth Anonymous 6:30pm 
Marijuana Anonymous 7:00pm 

Saturday, December 29 
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm 

Sunday, December 30 
Narcotics Anonymous 11am 
Gentle Mindful Yoga 3:30pm

Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
Center Closed for Holiday 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 
Baltimore Pride Committee  
Meeting 6:00pm  
HIV/STI Testing with 
STAR TRACK 6:30pm 
The Mankind Project 6:45pm 
Trans Baltimore 7:00pm 
SCA 7-8 pm

Thursday, January 3, 2019 
Board Of Directors Meeting 6:30pm 

Friday, January 4, 2019 
Crystal Meth Anonymous 6:30pm 
Giovanni’s Room Open Mic 7:00pm 
Marijuana Anonymous 7:00pm 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm

ter’s events and monthly programs on my so-
cial media.
What are your pronouns? My pronouns are 
King or Queen!
Who is your favorite person to see in the 
Center? My favorite people to see at the Cen-
ter [in order of importance] are: Duke, Shelese 
and Aaron.
When do you volunteer at the Center? I am 
always at the Center for peer counseling [which 
is] every Wednesday and Thursday from 6-8pm 
in room 4.

Marcus Henry is a staff member at Art with a 
Heart and an ambassador for our partner, USh-
ine. 

Volunteer Profile: 

Marcus Henry
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one-stop shop and, as 
staff, we would be able 
to address any need 
they may have including 
hunger, shelter, trans-
portation, mental con-
cerns, and more.

Dr. Elyse Pine, 
trans youth lead physi-
cian – I am hoping that 
2019 will be a year of 
love and acceptance in every way. I hope 
that insurance companies will accept my 
appeals arguments so that my patients 

2019: To Your Health!
ma Vie en rose, Priscilla 
Queen of the desert and a 
dance floor without strobe 
lights and an intergenera-
tion bridge of rainbows.

Daurice Gorham, ad-
ministrative assistant 
– It is my hope that any 
patient who walks through 

the doors of Chase Brexton would leave 
here happier and healthier.  It is also my 
hope that Chase Brexton will become a 

—continued from page 1

quALiTy OF LiFE // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Empathy in 
Relationships

empathy is defined as the ability to under-
stand and share the feelings of another. As 
such, it would be a main building block of 
any relationship. Neuroscience informs us 
that 98% of people have this ability wired 
into the brain, but practice falls short of that 
high percentage. Why?

How did any of us discover this ability 
anway? Do you remember your parents, or 
your teachers, saying things like: “Now Sal-
ly, give your brother a hug. He hurt is knee. 
Help him feel better.” So although we have 
an inborn capacity, it is one that has to be 
activated as a positive way to behave. When 
it is reciprocated, it gets reinforced over and 
over. And as an adult, we respond to the 
feelings of our partners and loved ones, cre-
ating a shared reality. 

One of the most common communica-
tion issues is when you feel a certain way, 
and the other person tells you not to feel 
that way, or questions the veracity of your 
state of mind. I am willing to bet that this has 
created more arguments and resentment in 
every relationship. I am angry, and I am told, 
hey, that was no big deal, why are you yell-
ing? You can guarantee that I am not going 
to stop the irritation but become more aggra-
vated because now you are denying my feel-
ing. The key to strengthening the partnership 
lies in taking a moment and putting yourself 
in the other person’s shoes. We are capable 
of doing this, if we take a deep breath and 
give ourselves the chance to move away 
from our own mindset. It is harder to do this 

in the heat of an argument when we want 
to prevail. But especially in that situation, 
what is more important to you? That you win 
the argument, confirm that you are right, or 
that you have a stronger relationship? It may 
be easier to feel empathy when we are not 
necessarily ego-involved in what has creat-
ed the partner’s feelings -- say, when he/she 
has failed an exam or suffered a loss. 

The dynamics of empathy lie in the sense 
of shared feelings that bring people together. 
Can we enhance or reinforce this ability? We 

can. The first step involves active listening to 
what another person is saying, or to be pres-
ent to their statements. Repeating what you 
have heard often eliminates misinterpretation 
and allows the other to experience being un-
derstood. Additionally, take advantage of your 
brain’s curiosity section. As you order your 
coffee, wonder about what the barista might 
be thinking. Consider what the life of the me-
chanic who fixed your car might be like. chat 
with a stranger who may have held a door 
open for you. These are all minor instances 
that add to the bucket of empathy. 

Danial Goleman of the EQ or emotional 
intelligence fame has said that without empa-
thy, a person would be “emotionally tone deaf.” 
And that would definitely not contribute to a 
healthy and happy life and relationship. t

Monte Ephraim Daurice Gorham

can get what they need. 
I hope that parents will 
accept their children with 
unconditional love. And, 
I hope that all people will 
find increased self-ac-
ceptance and be able to 
find more peace, friend-
ship, love and happiness 
in the coming year. t

For more about the LGBt Health re-
source center, visit resourcecenter.lgbt. 

Dr. Elyse Pine

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

As you order your coffee, 
wonder about what the 

barista might be thinking – 
add to the bucket of empathy. 
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Controversial? Me? Say it isn’t so! I try 
so hard to post positivity on my Facebook 
page but sometimes our intentions don’t 
line up with what we actually achieve. 

Let me explain. 
I posted a really great video titled “Gen-

der is what you feel, not what your parts are” 
that explains a little about being non-binary. 
Innocent enough I thought, but then the com-
ments started about gender being your parts 
and not in the brain. This of course got me 
thinking, which usually is pretty benign, but 
that day became a bit more dan-
gerous. I started thinking about a 
friend of mine who has been on 
hormone-replacement therapy 
for five years for transitioning fe-
male-to-male but recently expe-
rienced a setback called his peri-
od.  His sister had some genetic 
testing done.  Lo and behold his 
sister is genetically male – XY 
– and has a condition known 
as Androgen Insensitivity Syn-
drome (AIS).  Physically these peo-
ple are genetically XY (male) but 
have some or all of the traditional 
female characteristics.  

Could this also be affecting my 
friend?  

AIS occurs 20,400 times in XY 
births, but it is passed along on the X chro-
mosome, not the Y one.  With a population 
of 7.5 billion on the planet that gives us 
367,647 individuals whose bodies appear 
more stereotypically female when they are 
genetically male. 

The rabbit hole does not end there. What 
about all the people who have Klinefelter 
Syndrome and have an extra X (or two or 
three)? Technically the person is both gen-
ders because they genetically have XX as 
well as XY. Which set gets expressed when? 

Then we have to consider Jacobs Syn-
drome, in which the person as an extra Y 
chromosome and are XYY. How does this 
play out?

My question is this: if the genetics are set 
up for the person to be physically both gen-
ders at the same time, what about the brain? 

Trans: Only 
Natural

Gap
 Charles Dudley

Mending
the

It is quite possible to have someone who 
physically looks traditionally binary one gen-
der but brain chemistry and neural wiring be 
consistent with the opposite binary gender. 
No wonder transgender people feel they are 
in the wrong body, giving rise to gender dys-
phoria, because they are in the wrong body! 
Research is starting to show that the neu-
roanatomy (how the brain is wired) is more 
consistent with the gender a person identifies 
with rather than what is between their legs. 

Now the curve: Intersex. Technically the 
above are all forms of intersex but it has his-
torically been a label used to identify those 
whose genitals were ambiguous at birth but 
only represent .05% of the people on this 
planet. When we broaden the definition to 
include all people with “conflicting” sexual 
characteristics (which may not develop until 
puberty), the percentage increases to 1.7% 
or 127,500,000 people, the same number as 
those who have red hair (who by the way, are 
often sought after and revered). Homosex-
uals and intersex people in Roman, Greek, 
and even American Indian cultures were re-
vered as being of two spirits, able to tap into 
their male and female energy which gave 

them heightened wisdom. 
Our struggle today is soci-

ety’s need to put everyone in a 
category, the fewer the better as 
it is easier to manage. We are ob-
sessed with what is between each 
others legs. 

The pelvic region’s control cen-
ter for sex, orgasm, bladder, and 
bowel are in the limbic region of the 
brain, where emotion is also reg-
ulated. No wonder this is such an 
emotional topic – they’re neighbors! 

My challenge to you, all four of 
you who read my article (by the way 
… thank you!) is the next time you 
feel yourself getting emotional about 
non-binary, gender non-conforming, 

gender fluid, bisexual, transgender, etc. ... I 
want you to pause for a moment and ask your-
self what emotion(s) are you feeling and why?

It use to be a very binary world back in 
the 1950’s with only male or female but to-
day we have a greater understanding which 
recognizes natures part in the diversity we 
are starting to embrace. What is eventually 
going to happen is that science is going to 
further reveal the infinite beauty and wisdom 
of nature, who has already given us the di-
versity for which we are looking. Embrace 
it. Nature and biology, is way ahead of our 
society. How aberrant can behaviors be if 
they are ubiquitous to the human condition 
and are found in every culture around the 
planet?

My final words: embrace diversity, nature 
already has and is leading us there. t

Ryan White 
Confab

But back to the Ryan White audience on 
Tuesday, eyes glazed in the direction of their 
jumbotron, trying to decipher the meaning 
of words they used to understand, words 
coming from the mouth of the ambassador 
of a documented racist, words that suddenly 
confuse the mind, words like “stigma,” like 
“priority,” like “gay,” like “African-American.” 
What are these words, the crowd mused si-
lently, unable to applaud and too afraid to 

whisper among them-
selves, and why is this 
man saying them?

Secretary Azar then 
pulled a morsel of hope 
from his bag and tossed 
it to the crowd, like paper 
towels to the homeless. 
The President’s Adviso-

ry Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA) would be 
meeting in March! Wait a minute. You mean 
the group that Trump disbanded so he didn’t 
have to say they all quit – after most of them 
had quit? And didn’t they quit because the 
National AIDS Strategy had been shredded 
under Trump, all evidence of 

the strategy – and LGBT 
people, among many 
other things – having 
been wiped from the 
White House web site? 
That advisory council?

What a terribly cru-
el joke to play on the 
dedicated Ryan White 
conference attendees. 
This administration has 
systematically stripped 
the dignity and human 
rights from immigrants, 
women, LGBT peo-
ple, trans women, and 
people of color – but 
hey! We’re putting the 
AIDS band together 

again and a dozen of you will 
get White House credentials!

Evidently, there are 
well-meaning people who believe it is better 
to work within this meat grinder of an admin-
istration than to risk remaining on the out-
side. Fair enough. Good luck to them. We’ll 
welcome them back from their impending 
trauma with open arms.

From where I sit, bolt upright in my pontif-
icating armchair, no advisory board is capa-
ble of offering counsel to leaders who have 
made it very clear they don’t want it and who 
have, by the way, demonstrated again and 
again what their true intentions actually are. 
Reinstating PACHA is a cynical ploy.

The joke is on us. t

“A Trump appointee walks into an AIDS 
conference” sounds like the beginning of 
a terrible joke, doesn’t it? Just wait until 
you hear the punchline. It’ll kill you.

The sight of the Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar stand-
ing before more than 4,000 public health and 
community-based providers of HIV services 
is shocking enough. Ludicrous is the word 
that comes to mind.

Secretary Azar is one of the less-
er-known names in the rogues’ gallery of 
Trump appointees, 
given that no out-
rageous charges 
of personal or pro-
fessional corruption 
have maimed his 
tenure, at least not 
yet. He may actually 
stay in his position 
long enough for us to 
bear the full, horrifying 
weight of his draconi-
an public health posi-
tions.

The secretary has 
nerve, no one would 
argue otherwise. He 
managed to get through 
a ten-minute speech 
this Tuesday in front 
of thousands of attendees at the 2018 
Ryan White Conference, all of them qui-
etly steaming and wondering how this man 
made it past security. Lord knows how they 
might have responded had they known at 
the time with whom the secretary discussed 
healthcare just the day before.

And that, my friends, may be all you 
need to know about the true intentions of 
Secretary Azar and the current state of 
things at HHS (the agency that funds Ryan 
White nationally). Secretary Azar thinks that 
Newt Gingrich – the endlessly hypocritical 
GOP politician who believes public assis-
tance of any kind is a scam and who favors 
Social Security cuts over taxing the rich – is 
the right guy from whom to get sage public 
health advice.

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

yuck 
(left) and yuck

quALiTy OF LiFE // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Trump’s new 
HIV/AIDS 

council is a 
bad joke

Trans fats: 
Frankenstein 
abomination. 
Trans people? 
Natural variant 
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Was the first resolution you made last New 
Year’s Day prompted by the headache and 
sick feeling you woke up with on January 
1st? Maybe you had to deal with the con-
sequences of a holiday car accident. Or 
was it the fallout from something you did at 
a party that everyone else remembers all 
too well, but you don’t?

Many people, whether or not they have 
problems with alcohol the rest of the year, 
drink too much over the Christmas and 
New Years holidays. The same happens 
on birthdays, graduations, and other so-

Try Fun & 
Sober for the 

Holidays

cial occasions. Some people drink more 
at these times because they feel lonely, 
shy, or awkward. Some drink because 
“friends” push them to drink, or because 
they think it’s what everyone is expected 
to do at parties. Some people drink as a 
social lubricant, which is another way of 
saying that alcohol releases their inhibi-
tions. Each year over the holidays many 
people drink themselves – and others 
– to death through car accidents, sui-
cide, accidental homicide, and murder. 
People are raped or injured, and rape or in-
jure others, because of alcohol-related bad 
judgment and loss of inhibitions. Some die 
from acute alcohol poisoning, which hap-
pens when a person drinks a large amount 
of alcohol in a short time, resulting in brain 
injury, suppression of breathing and death 
unless the person is immediately brought 
to an emergency department. I diagnosed a 
case of alcohol poisoning in a restaurant last 
week, and called 911 to send her to the ED.

Why does this happen? One reason is 

that people don’t realize what a powerful 
drug alcohol really is. Brain function is im-
paired after the first drink, which is well be-
fore a person begins to feel drunk. The first 
effects are poor judgment and slow reaction 
time. Before a person is aware of being at all 
drunk, they have poor coordination, distorted 
vision, and disorientation. This is why peo-
ple are often arrested for drunk driving when 
they honestly believe they are not drunk. 

quALiTy OF LiFE // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Even when a person doesn’t feel 
intoxicated, one or two drinks 
makes it dangerous for them to 
drive, especially in the dark or on 
wet or icy roads.

You can get every bit as drunk 
on beer, wine, or eggnog as you 
can on rum or vodka.  A drink of 
alcohol is defined as 12 ounces 
of beer or wine cooler, five ounc-
es of wine (less for heavy wines 
like sherry), or one-and-a-half 
ounces of liquor (rum, whiskey, 
scotch, vodka, tequila). Two 
drinks within two hours, espe-
cially without food, will impair 
judgment and coordination and 
raise your blood alcohol levels 
above the legal limit. It takes 
just one drink to impair judg-
ment and coordination for older 
people, for many women, for 
men who weigh 140 pounds or 
less, and for anyone who rarely 
drinks.

you cannot tell how in-
toxicated someone is by 
whether he or she appears 
to be drunk. The best guide 
to whether persons are im-
paired is not how they feel or 
how they look, but how much 
alcohol they’ve had to drink and over what 
period of time they drank it. If they have 
not waited one hour per drink, timing from 
after the last drink, they are likely to be le-
gally intoxicated and should not drive.

It takes about an hour for the liver to 
process one drink of alcohol. That means 
that after four drinks, which many people 
wouldn’t consider excessive at a party, 
a person needs to wait four hours after 
the last drink to be able to drive safely. 
Do you know anyone who waits that long? 
Sobering-up methods like cold showers, 
hot coffee, and fresh air can make a per-
son more alert, but, because they don’t 

lower 
the blood alcohol level, 
they don’t make a per-
son any more sober or help them drive 
more safely.

If you are hosting a party where alcohol 
will be served, it is your responsibility not 
to let anyone who is intoxicated have more 
alcohol and to keep them from driving. You 
should either get them home in a cab or put 
them up overnight. If you aren’t used to tak-
ing this responsibility, it may seem strange. 
If you think about it, though, it’s much better 
to take care of a friend then to let him or her 
drive off intoxicated and risk killing him/her-
self, a pedestrian, or another driver.

if you think alcohol has to be part of 
a fun night out, ask yourself why. if it 
wouldn’t be fun with a clear mind, is it 
really that much fun?

For your safety, consider not drinking 
at the next party or celebration you go to. 
If you don’t want to do that, avoid driving if 
you drink more than one drink. It might be 
a great start to a sane New Year.

All the staff of Baltimore outloud wish 
our readers a safe, happy, healthy and 
peaceful 2019. t

eva Hersh, md, is a family physician 
and fellow of the American Academy of 
Family Physicians. Send your questions 
and comments – on any medical topic – to 
her at publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com

“Each year over the 
holidays many people 

drink themselves – 
and others – to death 

through car accidents, 
suicide, accidental 

homicide, and murder.”

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center

ANDRE SHAKTI 
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Relationship Coaching 
for Every Body

• Culturally Competent 
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IAmPoly.net/Coaching
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Worship  
Sunday, 11a.m.
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Education Classes
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Baltimore Ethical Society
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Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
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Presbyterian Church
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3101 Fallstaff Road
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Congregation Beit Tikvah
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Grace United Methodist Church
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410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
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mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
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New Light MCC
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newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
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advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
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Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

Chevrei Tzedk Congregation
3101 Fallstaff Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21209

chevreitzedek@gmail.com 
www.chevreitzedek.org   

(443) 992-7485
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JTS Gladstein Fellow
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LivELy ArTS // OUT ON STAGE

By FrAnKiE KujAwA
Currently running through Sunday, Decem-
ber 30th, Oscar Wilde’s the Importance 
of Being earnest continues to illuminate 
audiences at the Everyman 
Theatre. From its superb set 
design to splendidly designed 
costumes, the tour-de-farce 
showcases some of the best 
acting talent in Baltimore. Ev-
eryman resident actor Danny 
Gavigan, who plays Algernon, 
recently chatted with Balti-
more outloud.

Growing up in Columbia, 
Maryland, Gavigan always 
had a talent for entertaining others. “It wasn’t 
like an epiphany all the sudden, but more it 
was something that was just always there 
from a young age. In home movies, when I 
was about eight or nine years old, I’d always 
be hamming it up for the camera. I have 
five sisters, and I was right in the middle. It 
was the 90s and shows like In Living color 
were on, and I was in such awe of Jim Car-

used to love watching Mike Myers and Phil 
Hartman. I always wanted to make my sis-
ters laugh.”

It was while Gavigan was in his junior 
year of high school that he 
finally built up his courage to 
really pursue acting. “I credit 
a lot to my mentor, Sally Liv-
ingston, who passed away 
a few years ago. I still say a 
little mantra to her before ev-
ery performance. She was the 
first adult to see a talent in me 
and showed me how to real-
ly approach script analysis, 
character development, and 

physicality. She put me in a lot of high school 
plays, and I was very fortunate.”

Gavigan went on to take acting class-
es at UMBC, as well as Harford Communi-
ty College and the Community College of 
Baltimore County. “I actually studied at The 
Groundlings in Los Angeles and took some 
improv classes out there, which was really 
fun. I’m very lucky that we have such a huge 

Homegrown Talent Stars 
in Wilde Classic

Everyman 
actor Danny 
Gavigan on The 
Importance of 
Being Earnest

5900 Symphony Woods Road • Columbia, MD  21044 • Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.

Order On-Line at
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

410-730-8311

A MUST SEE SEASON!

Let Me Entertain You!

®

theatre community 
in this region – DC 
and Baltimore were 
where I really got my 
feet wet and honed 
my personal craft as 
an actor. I was able to 
learn what my range 
was and focus on my 
approach and pro-
cess, from doing very 
classical theatre to 
contemporary shows. 
I’ve been fortunate to 
work with a lot of excellent directors, both 
young and old, who have pushed me to find 
my own way as an actor.” 

This is currently Gavigan’s fifth season 
as a company member, and sixth work-
ing at Everyman Theatre. Now in his 13th 
show, Gavigan found it staggering that the 
years have started to fly by at everyman. 
“I wouldn’t be half the actor I am today if it 
wasn’t for the past six seasons here.”

Currently starring as Algernon Moncrieff 
in the Importance of Being earnest, Gavi-
gan welcomes the opportunity to bring some 
of those comedic skills back to the forefront. 
The character is a charming, imaginative (if 
a bit cynical) bachelor in his late 20s. “Alger-
non is definitely a bit of a Ben Stiller, who’s 

an inspiration for me as 
I bring this character to 
life,” Gavigan relates. 
“So many talented peo-
ple that inspire me when 
I’m working and tweaking 
things. It was in tech re-
hearsal that I added the 
‘Blue Steel’ expressions 
from Zoolander into this 
character. My Algernon 
is a marriage of Zool-
ander and Oscar Wilde 
meets Austin Powers. 

There’s a lot of Mike Meyers in this produc-
tion, and I think that came out of the infusion 
of the Tom Jones music and the risqué flam-
boyance we’ve pursued in this production.” 
Gavigan added, “The director turned to me 
at one point and said, ‘We’re putting you in 
an Oscar Wilde wig,’ and as soon as he said 
that this whole creative world just opened up 
to me. Some people actually say that Wilde 
was the first iconic celebrity in his day. Al-
gernon has all the great lines, and in many 
ways our director and I saw the character as 
a conduit in which Oscar Wilde saw himself 
– living a double life and having this sharp 
wit while doing so.” t

For more info on the current perfor-
mance, visit everymantheatre.org. 

Danny 
Gavigan 

channels 
Ben Stiller

Friday, January 4, 2019

Mixers Madness
NO COVER ALL NIGHT LONG! 

•Drinks specials  •DJ Brandon Michael •Chrissy Bartending

Fridays Dec. 21st and Dec. 28th 
Fierce Leather Fridays

A Night to let loose with great music and drink specials. Let down your hair, 
and bring out those dance shoes and dance the night away with us!

rey. I used to love doing im-
pressions. I was also a huge 
‘Saturday Night Live’ fan and 
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rise to fame. “If I could go back and talk 
to that David who was just starting out in 
this business I would tell him to stand his 
ground a little more and not to put so much 
value on the feedback of others. I feel like 
in the last couple of years that I’m hitting my 
stride as a human being. I think I’m doing 
the best work I’ve ever done as an actor. It 
took me years to find out who I am, believe 
in who I am, and have the confidence to 
stand up for myself, as well as have my 
priorities and my perception right. I was 
24 years old when I 
was on ‘Baywatch,’ 
and I had done a lot 
of things before then, 
but it takes a while to 
hit that stride. I put a 
lot of pressure on my-
self to do bigger proj-
ects, and that wasn’t 
healthy. Now that I 
have a daughter I re-
alize that I don’t have to go into a room 
and do a project if I don’t like it. I think if I 
could take the wisdom and life experienc-
es that I have now and implant them into 
myself at 24 I would have come out of the 
gates better. It takes time to learn how to 
be a good actor – it’s not an easy craft. I 
studied my ass off with a bunch of acting 
coaches then, and still work with a coach 
now. I would shoot ‘Baywatch’ during the 
day, workout at the gym, then work with my 
acting coach at night and I repeated that 

LivELy ArTS // OUT ON SCREEN

chi explained that as he explored Tunney’s 
life, he learned more about the boxer’s 
foray into the entertainment industry. “The 
guy was basically a boxer, but he was also 
a man who was very interested in the cre-
ative world. He was fascinated with these 
actors and directors on Broadway, as well 
as writers such as Hemingway. As much as 
Tunney was fascinated by them, they were 
fascinated by him and his creative ability. 
Throughout these scenes in the movie, he 
is surrounded by these movie stars and 

logue coach. I also spent a lot of time in re-
hearsals and tried to get that accent down 
as close to perfection as I could.” 

Chokachi’s work ethic shines through 
in the results. “Bruce [Reisman] demands 
a lot of you as an actor and he’s going to 
push you to your limit and beyond,” he 
says. “I love when I’m challenged emotion-
ally and spiritually, and I knew going in that 
this role was going to be tricky. At first I 
was intimidated by the extensive rehears-
al process. Today when you do television 
or film the rehearsals don’t even happen, 
or they’re very short. For me, I’ve always 
been the type that knew my lines, jumped 

on set and started ‘doing 
my thing.’ However, for 
this movie, the rehearsals 
meant eight or nine hour 
days. But the great thing 
was that after the first 
day, I was so into it and 
was invested that by the 
second day all this emo-
tional range started com-
ing out of me. I found that 
even though I was doing 
the same scenes over 
and over, I wasn’t getting 
tired. It really opened my 
mind, as an actor, to what 
you can discover when 
you’re allowed that re-
hearsal process. We went 
and rehearsed in many of 
the locations, and that al-
lowed for us as perform-
ers to really get in there 
and build that organic 
chemistry. Out of all the 
roles I’ve done, maybe 
with Witchblade, this was 

one where I felt that this film could really 
go somewhere and was really special.” 

Throughout the film, Chokachi’s Gene 
is entranced by the gorgeous Nedda Lo-
gan (played by Camille Montgomery), the 
wife of Broadway legend Joshua Logan. 
Their passionate affair ignites the screen, 
even though both Tunney and Logan were 
married to other people. “Back during this 
time period there were a lot of these side 
relationships,” Chokachi explained. “They 
have significant others, but they’re not in 
love with them. Their relationship is so 
simple and so beautiful, and there is so 
much love between the two of them. They 
are both human beings conflicted about 
having love for another person when they 
have someone else in their lives at home. 
They struggle with that through the whole 
film, and the guilt Gene feels cheating on 
his wife. They know the game they are 

—continued from page 1

process for two years.” 
As the interview continued, Chokachi’s 

excitement and passion for this film be-
came obvious. “It’s because of what I felt 
on set and how I felt after I watched the 
movie. It’s unlike any kind of movie I’ve 
ever seen. It’s the kind of movie that gets 
people talking.” Chokachi added, “For me, 
it’s a complete departure from ‘Baywatch.’ 
I loved ‘Baywatch’ and it was the best thing 
at the time and I have nothing against it. 
This [opportunity] is rewarding for me; to 

have a role that is 
a complete oppo-
site for me. A role 
where they normal-
ly wouldn’t cast me, 
and then for me to 
deliver what I was 
able to deliver in 
this role – I’m su-
per proud of what I 
did and what all the 

actors, Bruce, and the crew achieved. I’ve 
done a ton of stuff, but this stands out from 
all the work I’ve done on film and TV. This 
film has a uniqueness and it makes you 
feel in a way that you normally don’t get to 
feel when you watch a movie. I really be-
lieve we have something special here.” t

aS loNG aS i’m FamoUS will hold a charity 
premier and screenings in February 2019, 
followed by a limited release in select the-
atres. For more information on the upcom-
ing film, visit Broadwoodmedia.com. 

‘This movie stands out from 
all the work I’ve done on 

film and TV. I really believe 
we have something special 

here.”

Broadway directors and 
actors. One would think 
that would be intimidat-
ing, but there stands 

Gene Tunney, this good-looking dude who 
is able to hold his own intellectually with all 
these artists.”

Chokachi dove into the Tunney role 
head-on and found the challenges he 
faced as an actor only helped him to per-
fect his craft. “In the movie there’s a scene 
where I’m in a mental hospital and have 
a breakdown. Gene Tunney’s parents, in 
real life, immigrated from Ireland to the 
Bronx. There is this scene where I had to 
revert to this thick Irish brogue, and that 
was challenging. Anytime you take on an 
accent, you don’t want to do it half-assed, 
so I spent a lot of time working with a dia-

playing is dangerous, but 
their love transcends the 
rule of monogamy.”

As the conversation 
turned towards the fact this 
film begins with the early ca-
reers of some of Broadway 
and Hollywood’s creative 
powerhouses, Chokachi 
reminisced about his own 

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
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David 
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LivELy ArTS // MUSIC

By Brynn DEvErEAux
If you need a little shot of “hol-
iday spirit” to get you through 
the last-minute shopping and 
mental preparation for yet an-
other family gathering, then 
look no further than the Bal-
timore Symphony Orchestra 
(BSO). Led by Broadway con-
ductor Andy Einhorn, the BSO 
will put you in a festive mood 
with their spectacular Holiday 
Pops program on Saturday, December 
22nd at 3 pm and 8 pm at the Joseph Mey-
erhoff Symphony Hall.

“Holiday concerts are my favorite,” 
says Einhorn. “There is nothing better than 
that collective feeling of joy, gratitude, and 
all good cheer that comes with the gather-
ing of everyone for a celebration of great 
music and merriment. The BSO is one of 
my favorite orchestras to conduct, and I 
know we will all leave with big smiles on 
our faces! So, this 
is a real pleasure 
and something 
I’ve been looking 
forward to now for 
many months.”

The program 
will feature holiday 
favorites “We Need 
a Little Christmas,” 
“White Christmas,” 
music from Dis-
ney’s Frozen, and 
more. The BSO 
will be joined by 
vocal soloists An-
drea Ross and 
Ryan Vona, the 
Baltimore Choral 
Arts Society, and 
the ever-favorite 
tap-dancing San-
tas. “I’m very ex-
cited to hear the 
BSO play some 
perennial holiday 
classics, as well as 
to introduce Balti-
more to two won-
derful singers I’m 
bringing from New 
York City: Andrea 
Ross and Ryan 
Vona,” says Ein-
horn. “There will be 
some unexpected 

moments, but I don’t want to give them 
away. I can say I love all of the music on 

this concert.”
The Holiday Pops pro-

gram will be a wonderful 
show for music lovers of all 
ages. To add to the festive 
fun, audience members 
can enjoy a pre-concert 
performance as well as the 
holiday cookies and orna-
ments on sale. The BSO 
takes their holiday pro-
gramming seriously – as-
suring attendees leave the 

performance joyful and lighthearted.
“We have a great combination of old 

favorites and new selections that will sure 
delight every audience member,” says 
Einhorn. “There will be some fun dancing, 
beautiful singing from the Baltimore Choral 
Arts Society, and wonderful playing from 
the BSO. I hope everyone enjoys what 
we’ve put together.”

For ticket information, visit BSOMusic.
org or call the box office at 410-783-8000. t

Get in the Holiday Spirit 
with the BSO

The BSO does 
the heavy 
seasonal music 
lifting so you 
can revel in just 
the cheer!

Andy Einhorn
credit: Bill 

Westmoreland

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

2018-19 SEASON

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 7 PM  • TICKETS FROM $25

A very rare performance! Marin Alsop leads over 100 musicians in Messiaen’s 
mind-blowing Turangalîla-symphonie, featuring the eerie keyboard instrument 
ondes Martenot and world-renowned pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet.

This 90-minute Off The Cuff concert offers insight into this rare masterwork, 
followed by a Q&A session with Marin Alsop, an after-party in the lobby with 
live jazz by Ultrafaux and food and drink specials!

OFF THE CUFF: 
TURANGALÎLA-

SYMPHONIE
CONCERT & AFTER-PARTY

OFF THE CUFF: 
TURANGALÎLA-

SYMPHONIE
CONCERT & AFTER-PARTY

MADE POSSIBLE BY: 
OFFICIAL INTERNET 

PROVIDER OF THE BSO: MEDIA PARTNERS:
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What brings you joy? I mean real joy. Is it 
an island vacation? What about the look in 
someone’s eyes? Having stability in your 
job? Your family? Your 
friends? A pet? What 
brings you joy?

I have a friend who 
loves the beach. She and 
her family go year round. And when she 
talks about going, her face softens and her 
eyes light up. Every single time. It brings 
her joy.

For some people, the holidays are a 
time of joy. But, for many, many others, it’s 
a time of stress and struggle. There are 
demands on our time, our finances, our 
patience. We fight the crowds. We deal 
with complicated family relationships. We 

feel pressured to find the right gifts and the 
right memories.

Who’s ready? Gifts purchased and 
wrapped? Holiday baking done? House 
decorated? Are you ready? I’m not com-
pletely there, but I’m close. I started early 
this year – based on what I’ve experienced 
the last couple of years with my daily job.

My other job is as a proposal manag-
er. What I get to do is boss people around 
and make them keep to a schedule so 
that my company can get the appropriate 
documents prepared to submit to the the 
government to try to get work. I am respon-
sible for making sure the documents follow 
all of the rules – and those can change 
from client to client. Basically, it’s my job to 
make sure all the little details are covered 
and that the proposal we submit tells why 
we should get the work and is interesting 

to read – at least as interesting as a piece 
of government paperwork can be.

One of the hardest parts of my work 
is keeping morale up. Proposal writing is 
hard work. And, for most people, it’s work 
that they have to do outside of their regular 
jobs. This is new work – or an attempt to 
keep work. So even while we’re trying to 
get this work, their day-to-day jobs don’t 
stop and wait. One of the most interest-
ing quirks I’ve found is that many in the 
government like to clear their desks right 
before federal holidays. So, while Novem-
ber was a slow month, I now have three 
proposals due January 3rd, one due De-
cember 28th, and another due this week. 
No pressure. And what’s worse, some 
of those are being 
written by some of the 

same people. 
So, I have to 
e n c o u r a g e 
and explain 
and beg and 

hope that everything 
comes together in the 
end.

It’s difficult. It’s 
frustrating. And, de-
spite it all, there’s noth-
ing worse to me than 
someone who com-
plains about it. From 
my perspective, we all 
get it. We’re all working 
overtime. We’re all a lit-
tle panicked. And, we’re 
all going to see the end of the journey in 
a few weeks and laugh about it later. But, 
most of my colleagues don’t see it that 
way.

These negative Nellies aren’t only at 
my work. They’re everywhere. My kids do it 
all the time. I remember a few months ago 
when we were getting ready for a daugh-
ter’s wedding, my kids made it sound like 
we allowed 20 minutes of sleep a night 
and the rest of the time they were breaking 
rocks on a chain gang. There’s always too 
much schoolwork and not enough weekend 
and not the right clothes and the wrong kid 
controlling the TV remote. And, at the risk 
of being negative, I really get annoyed by 
all that negativity. It’s too much! 

Now, I can see some of you running 
that little hamster wheel in your brain. 
You’re thinking of all the bad things that 
are going on – maybe it’s in your immedi-
ate life. Maybe it’s the state of affairs in our 
country. Maybe it’s something completely 
different, but you know there’s some bad 
stuff going on and you’re thinking how can 
I possibly be joyful with all this nonsense 
out there in the world? Good question. 

  OuT in ThE vALLEy 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

What’s Your 
Joyspring?

240-420-2180

Tap it early 
and often!

To me, it’s all about your attitude. If you 
think the world is falling apart, then it is. If 
you think you are all alone, then you are. 
But, If you think you can make the world a 
better place, then you can. 

The noted English architect Sir Chris-
topher Wren was supervising the construc-
tion of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. 
And during this time, a journalist thought 
it would be interesting to interview some 

of the workers, so he chose 
three and asked them this 
simple question, What are 
you doing?

• The first person re-
plied, “I’m cutting stone for 
ten shillings a day.”

• The next guy an-
swered, and said, “I’m put-
ting in ten hours a day on 
this job.”

• But the third man 
said, “I’m helping Sir Chris-
topher Wren construct one 
of London’s greatest ca-
thedrals.”

They were all right. 
None of them lied. But, 
one was focused on the 
bigger picture. You see, 

it’s what we keep our minds 
focused on that makes a 
world of difference.

Our world is a trying 

place sometimes. We can all get grumpy 
and irritable. But, we adults can see past 
the irritations and know that our holiday 
celebrations are about the joy. And, if we 
can see the joy, then we can share it with 
our kids. And, if our kids can see the joy, 
then the world will be a better place. So, 
spread the joy this holiday season and 
know that, one smile at a time, we can 
make our homes, our communities, and 
our world so much brighter. t

rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 
day school where kids could have a safe, 
bully-free environment for learning. She is 
co-owner of a counselling agency that works 
with children and their families.

Finding my 
happy place

“For some people, the 
holidays are a time 

of joy. But, for many, 
many others, it’s a time 
of stress and struggle.”

facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloudfacebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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local LGBTQ community, and we’re grateful 
that we’ve been embraced and supported by 
the larger Hagerstown community. Our Pride 
festival had nearly three thousand in atten-
dance, we’ve formed a partnership with the 
local health department to provide healthcare 
resources, the police department created a 
position for an LGBTQ liaison officer, and the 
city issued proclamations for Transgender 
Day of Remembrance and World AIDS Day, 
which are now official annual events in the 
city of Hagerstown. And that’s just the begin-
ning. We have more in the works that we will 
be bringing to you soon! 

We’ve also been in-
volved in advocacy and 
outreach. FreeState 
Justice paid us a visit to 
listen to our concerns 
about LGBTQ issues in 
Maryland in an open dis-
cussion with members of 

the community. This meeting helped inform 
FreeState Justice’s agenda for the coming 
year, and we thank everyone for participat-
ing. We’ve also had a group for trans, non-bi-
nary, and gender-expansive persons up and 
running since August and are raising funds to 
support the group. Recently we had the hon-
or of participating in Transgender Day of Re-
membrance, now an official day of memorial 
in Hagerstown. We also crowned Butch Kelly 
and Chasity Vain as King and Queen of Hag-
erstown Pride 2019. The edition of a King of 
Pride is a step to represent the diversity of 
our community. The pageant was open to all, 
including cis-gender straight people, to rep-
resent Hagerstown Hopes in our events and 
outreach efforts. We looked forward to the 
contributions they bring!

We continue to advocate for all mem-
bers of our community, especially our youth. 
We’ve met with local GSAs and are working 
to provide safe places and activities for them. 
Our youth group will be starting in the new 
year, so please stay tuned for details.

Hagerstown has been so supportive of 
us and it’s been an honor to work with com-
munity leaders to give back. We’ve worked 
with For Otis Sake, Washington Goes Pur-
ple, and Children in Need. We’re also be-
ginning a new initiative, CARE (Community 
Action to Revitalize and Empower), led by 
Robert Medina, to build and strengthen the 
larger local community. 

Please like and follow us on Facebook or 
visit us at Hagerstownhopesmd.org to stay 
in the loop. Happy Holidays from all of us at 
Hagerstown Hopes! t

This has been a year filled with headlines 
and social movements (#MeToo) about sex-
ual politics, so it isn’t much of a surprise that 
we’re now reconsidering our feelings about 
the holiday song “Baby, It’s Cold Outside.” 
Rather than rehash what’s already been said 
about a song that could easily be interpreted 
as inappropriate, I’d rather address the larg-
er issue: consent.

Sexual consent is a tricky topic. Each 
state has a different definition and our ap-
proach to consent is still evolving. Gone are 
the days of “no means no,” thus paving the 
way for the new “only yes means yes.” Many 
colleges and universities have adopted pol-
icies based on this model, called affirmative 
consent. The State University of New York 
has defined affirmative consent as “a know-
ing, voluntary, and mutual decision among 
all participants to engage in sexual activity,” 
and goes on to stipulate that partners must 
verbally agree to participate in any sexual 
activity, each time, regardless of past be-
havior or participation. Consent cannot be 
given while intoxicated or unconscious, and 
“silence or lack of resistance” is not implied 
consent – everyone has to say yes. Most 
importantly, consent can be revoked at any 
time for any reason. 

While this may seem obvious, it’s also 
problematic. Critics, both men and women, 
have said that verbally discussing consent 
before sex isn’t practical or realistic, and that 
it turns an act of passion, romance, and fun 
into a legal negotiation. The real problem, 
though, is that we as a society don’t talk 
about sex, which is necessary for consent 
to be given; instead, some rely on nonverbal 
cues and body language, which is implied 
consent and therefore potentially dangerous 
territory because an explicit agreement has 
not been made. 

Enter enthusiastic consent, which builds 
upon affirmative consent but adds that par-
ticipants should be actively enjoying what’s 
going on. This is important because if some-
one isn’t comfortable talking about what 
they enjoy, they may not feel comfortable 

saying what they don’t enjoy. If your part-
ner(s) seems unenthusiastic, that’s your 
cue to check in and ask how they’re doing. 
Be prepared to offer options, like changing 
activities (or techniques), taking a break, or 
ending the activity.

The LGBTQ and kink communities are 
playing an interesting role in our conversa-
tions about consent. Rather than positioning 
consent as something that occurs before or 
outside of sex, we approach it as something 
that is part of sex. This reinforces that con-
sent can be revoked and encourages enthu-
siastic consent by making sure that everyone 
is ok with everything that is happening. It’s 
a good approach, and now it’s being used 
by the straight and non-kink communities to 
teach about consent and how it works.

Ultimately, consent is about communica-
tion, which can be tricky because sex is a 
delicate and personal subject and not every-
one is comfortable talking openly about what 
they do and don’t like, especially early on in 
any kind of relationship. One of the rules of 
the kink community is to ask permission be-
fore touching anything, be it a person’s hair, 
their clothing, and especially their body. This 
shows respect and also increases the com-
fort of your partner(s). 

Another tactic is to introduce consent 
early in a relationship. A casual statement 
like “I think consent is important, so let’s 
agree to talk about what we like before 
anything happens,” lets your potential part-
ner(s) know that it’s ok to discuss sex, and 
it makes it easier to broach the subject lat-
er because everyone has already agreed 
to the discussion. 

There are plenty of resources if you’d like 
to learn more about consent. If you’re still on 
the fence and thinking that consent is compli-
cated and not at all sexy, think of it this way: 
Would you rather have someone you’re into 
enthusiastically tell you they want to have 
sex, or shrug their shoulders and say okay? 
For me, I’ll always opt for the former. t

Baby, It’s Time 
to Talk About 
Consent

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

  OuT in ThE vALLEy 

By BriAn GEOrGE hOSE
As 2018 comes to an end, we here at Hag-
erstown Hopes have been reflecting on the 
last year and how far we’ve come as an or-
ganization. We have you and our commu-
nity to thank for that – it’s sometimes hard 
to believe the progress that’s been made in 
our small town in recent years, let alone this 
year. It’s been an exciting, sometimes ardu-
ous journey, to bring services and resources 
to the LGBTQ community in Hagerstown and 
the surrounding areas, and we thank you for 
your support.

Our community center (the Hagerstown 
Hopes Hub) opened May 
1st and ever since we’ve 
been working on finding 
ways to use our space 
to serve the communi-
ty. We’re nearly ready to 
begin offering free HIV 
testing, provided by the 
health department, at the Hub. There have 
been a number of details to attend to – pri-
vacy, confidentiality, etc. – and we’ve made 
every effort to ensure that services provided, 
sponsored, or endorsed by Hopes are of high 
quality and will benefit the community.

Community is important to us, and we 
hope community is important to you, too. 
Over the past year we’ve held Nights Out at 
local restaurants to provide social opportuni-
ties to meet and network with other members 
of our community, family-friendly events, 
Nights Out to Dance at The Lodge, and our 
members have been consistently giving back 
to the community in countless ways. There 
are always ways to get involved, so please 
feel free to contact us or join us at one of our 
open meetings!

It’s been our pleasure to work with our 

Happy Holidays from 
Hagerstown Hopes
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Thursday, I spoke at a local high school’s 
gay/straight alliance (GSA) about growing 
up immediately before America’s marriage 
equality shift. Walking the hallways, I felt 
the impending doom from my own youth 
slowly creep back over my shoulders. I 
was there for half an hour before meet-
ing with the stu-
dents, and during 
that time, I felt 15 
again. Awkward, 
confused and 
trapped; all of the 
terrible emotions 
teenage me had 
long since bur-
ied came flood-
ing back as I sat 
among the future 
of our community.

Possibly a side-effect of second puber-
ty, but I feel like we could learn something 
from teenagers currently wading through 
ever-changing bodies, minds, and social 
constructs. It is not a new topic that I fig-
ured out early on I was not the little girl the 
world saw. I have documented my child-

hood before. My own awkward high school 
moments were primarily peers noting that 
something I was doing, saying, or wearing 
implied that I wanted to be a boy. I make the 
joke that when classmates turned my dead-
name into a joke, I should have listened; 
but the truth always circles back that I knew 
who I was long before there was anything 
that could have been done about it. 

Now is an infinitely different time to be 

a teen and realize plumbing is the problem, 
not your brain. Remember my frequent-
ly-mentioned supportive parents? It is in-
furiating knowing that if I was 15 now, they 
would be jumping through all of the hoops 
to get me on HRT, and a consultation for 
top surgery. I should be grateful, instead, 
I am bitter I did not win the birthplace and 
time lottery to get both the supportive par-
ents and the ability to grow up as Asher. 
Behind my smile is a lot of pain from strug-
gling to reach the point where waking up 
each morning is something not to dread. 
Because my strength comes from a knowl-
edge that feeling how I used to is not a 
place that anyone should have to wade 
through. We have this idea that children 
are constantly telling falsities under the 
guise of their imagination. When I was four, 
my parents assumed I was going through 
a phase. By puberty, the adults in my life 
anticipated my “blossoming” as the end to 

my awkward am-
biguity; little did 
they know of the 
wonders of the 
hooded sweat-
shirt. I sat across 
from a group of 
teenagers doing 
the same things 
I did. I watched 
them use humor 
to mask how un-
comfortable they 

felt having to explain them-
selves to yet another person; 
when is it not enough to sim-

ply say, this is who I am?
Sitting with me since I walked out of 

that school, is the knowledge that there 
are teens that are going through battles 
worse than my lowest point, and I can-
not go pluck them from their suffering and 
transport them to the “me now” portion of 
their lives. I stand in front of them and tell 
them their fight is valiant, that I love them, 
and tomorrow is worth fighting for; then I 
sit down next to them and feel exactly how 
far away my own words seem, how dim-
ly they shine from the view of a struggling 
queer teenager. 

My Christmas wish is for the kids who 
hide who they are, and dream of the same 
world I did when I was their age; that we 
all can just live. Not after fighting, or strug-
gling, or crying until there are no more tears, 
but just because we already are. We are all 
already here. We always have been. My 
wish is that we finally can give that simplic-
ity to every little kid who just wants to wear 
swim trunks instead of a bikini. I wish you all 
happy holidays and a peaceful new year. t

 The Past, 
Present, & 

Future

Asher’s
Asher Kennedy

World

is your 
stomach 
tightening?

  OuT in ThE vALLEy 

“Now is an infinitely 
different time to be 
a teen and realize 
plumbing is the 

problem, not your 
brain.”

From all of us at 
Baltimore OUTloud

we wish you the 
Happiest Holidays!

BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

• CHAMPAGNE TOAST
AT MID-NIGHT 

• PARTY FAVORS

• TONS OF FUN

Welcome 2019
With Us!

DininG OuT

hamilton Tavern
5517 Harford Road, Baltimore
410-426-1930
Hamiltontavern.com 

Long known for the perfect burg-
er, Hamilton Tavern continues to 
produce original flavors you didn’t 
know you crave. For years, this gem 
is the place that the locals frequent 
to get a fresh Roseda Farm Burg-
er on brioche with thick-cut bacon 
and the usual fixin’s. While others 
throughout Baltimore have caught 
on to what a burger should be, owner 
Joel Ramos and chef Jeremy Price 
push the envelope. 

The menu offers year-round sta-
ples for those who want to stick to the tried 
and true, as well as rotating options that 
change with the seasons. The Catholic 

tradition of “Fish Fridays” are part of the 
regular fare – but the exceptional cuisine 
coming out of this kitchen might have the 
devout running to confessional for being so 
deliciously sinful. Ranging from Scallops 
over Horseradish Cheddar Grits to Hali-
but with Fresh Fig Compote, chef Price’s 
imagination titillates all of the senses.

The menu further ranges from sal-
ads packed with oomph 
to snacky foods such as 
house-battered Onion 

Rings and Tots 
with Smoked 
Gouda & Chive. 
Try the tots on 
Hamilton’s per-
fectly tender, 
never greasy 
Fried Chicken 
Sandwich with 
the broccoli 
salad. 

For a dif-
ferent kind of 
religious ex-
perience, skip 
church and try 

their Sunday Brunch. The Brioche French 
Toast Bread Pudding provides the ultimate 
comfort on a cold morning. Even the heart-
iest appetites will be satiated by Mama’s 
Sausage Gravy over a Jalapeno Cheddar 
Biscuit. 

The ultimate surprise on the menu has 
ruined all other wings for me. Instead of 
being tossed in a deep fryer, these com-
pote wings are baptized in duck fat and 

seasoned for 24 hours before being slow 
roasted. The result is a crisp skin working 
overtime to contain the most tender, juicy 
wing meat permeated with a mole sauce. 
While the mole is the menu standard, come 
on Tuesday Wing Night to try chef Price’s 
latest wing sauces with one of the many 
rotating craft beer selections or house spe-
cialty cocktails. Fellow locals will appreci-
ate the Old Bay Honey Beer wing sauce. 
Come experience why Hamilton Tavern is 
far more than just a perfect burger. t

worth at 
least 100 
hail Marys

Munch
Michael Ritmiller

On This

The Catholic tradition 
of ‘Fish Fridays’ are a 
staple here – but the 
sinfully good cuisine 

coming out of this 
kitchen might have the 
devout running to the 

confessional.

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

410-802-1310
advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Want to make planning your wedding easy 
and stress-free? Here are five great tips 
on what you can do to get started right, 
and make the best use of your wedding 
professionals.

1) Know your numbers – The two 
most important numbers in your wedding 
planning are your guest count, which is the 
number of people you plan to invite; and 
your budget, which is the amount of mon-
ey you have available to spend. These two 
parameters guide every planning decision. 
It’s really important to know these numbers 
before your start planning. You and every 
wedding professionals (or if you’re rockin’ 
Do It Yourself, all of your DIYers) will be 
making decisions based upon your budget 
and the size of your guest list. It’s okay 
right now if the numbers aren’t per-
fectly accurate. Know-
ing your budget within 
a thousand dollars or so 
and your guest list with-
in ten will be enough. 

2) Start ASAP! As a 
world-class procrastina-
tor myself, let me tell you, 
it is absolutely possible 
to plan a full-on wedding 
in two months or less, but 
you will be much happier 
and way less stressed if 
you give yourself six to 12 
months to get everything 
done.

Moreover, wedding 
professionals –  venues, caterers, pho-
tographers, florists, DJs, bands, and the 
like –  book up much faster than you might 
think, often a year or more in advance. The 
earlier you start planning, the greater your 
chances of getting the wedding profes-
sionals you want. Give yourself the gift of 
an easy, stress-free planning experience 
by getting right to it once you’ve made your 
decision to get married.

3) Know what you want – Have as 
much of an idea as possible about how 
each of you, separately and together, 

Five Hot 
Wedding Tips

would like your wedding to look and feel. 
Two good questions to ask yourselves are: 
“What’s important to me about this experi-
ence?” and “What do I want to see, hear, 
and feel?” Write it down if you like, and see 
how your two visions compare. Another 
fun way to flesh out your collective vision 
is to make a “Things we want” and “Things 
we don’t want” list. 

You’re doing all of this to save time, 
money, and that blank look the first time 
a wedding professional asks, “So, what do 
you two have in mind for your wedding?” 
The more you know about what you want 
and don’t want – and you do not have to 
know everything at the start –  the better. 

Related to that…
4) Be open. Do a brain dump with your 

wedding professionals. Tell the truth. Be 
revealing. Tell them everything that comes 
to mind about your vision for your wed-
ding. Ask your questions, which you have, 
ideally, written down in a form that allows 
you to record their answers. Oh, and don’t 
be coy about the money. Tell them about 
your overall budget. All of the profession-
als know how your budget is likely to be 
allocated, and how to make the most of 
each piece.

5) One thing at a time. You’ll make 
yourself crazy trying to work on everything 
at once. Focus on one part of your plan-

ning at a time, in an or-
der that makes sense 
to you. You’ll almost 
always want to start 
with the venue, which 
will give you place, 
date, and time. Next 
is catering, which is 
likely to take the li-
on’s share of your 
budget. Once you 
have a caterer under 
contract, it’s time to 
look at entertain-
ment, photography, 
decorating, cer-

emony music, and 
officiants. The order of these last five is 
determined by which is most important to 
you, and where, if anywhere you need to 
economize. For example, if the budget is 
tight I often recommend that decor be left 
until last. While talent and skill are com-
ponents in all of these areas, what you do 
with decorating is much easier to scale up 
and down. t

david L. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown Baltimore. Visit chasecourt.
com, and follow chasecourtWeddingVenue 
on Instagram and Facebook.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

quALiTy OF LiFE 
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Special Offer! Buyer and Seller clients who sign a listing or
buyer agency agreement before January 31, 2019 will

receive a FREE HMS Home Warranty** at closing!
Contact Wayne for details: wcurtis@remax.net 

**Basic HMS Home Warranty. Not valid with short sales or foreclosures.

THE BEST REAL ESTATE DEALS
IN A LGBTQ NEWSPAPER

410-802-1310
advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com

quALiTy OF LiFE  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

As we embark on December’s festive 
season, many of us in Human Resources 
prepare for traditional year-end holiday 
parties. Given the multi-cul-
tural mix of employees in 
most organizations, for some, 
these holiday celebrations 
can leave some folks feeling 
negative, left out and unhap-
py. Given the backdrop of 
our political climate, tension 
and emotions are high, and 
the opportunity for misunder-
standings increase tenfold. 
Some employees will embrace the idea of 
a more inclusive approach to the holiday 
party, and some will not appreciate this ap-
proach at all.

Although the US population 
continues to grow more 
diverse, Chris-
tians still make 
up about 75% 
of its popula-
tion. This often 
leads to the “hol-
iday party” that is 
really an incognito 
Christmas Party. 
For the employees 
that do not celebrate 
Christmas, this phe-
nomenon can lead to disen-
gagement and productivity loss.

The goal of year-end holiday celebra-
tions is to show employee appreciation. 
Leaders who want to be inclusive will focus 
on making workers feel that they belong 
and are valued. One way to not be inclu-
sive is to make someone feel invisible, to 
make them feel as though the organization 
just has no idea who they are. So, the idea 
is to not avoid acknowledging Christmas, 
or to avoid saying, “Merry Christmas”, but 
there should be general awareness that 
not everyone does celebrate it.

A more inclusive approach to planning 
the year-end shindig is highly recommend-

Planning for the 
End of Year 

Party

ed. Create a diverse planning committee 
to avoid mis-steps, or to avoid leaving a 
population of your workforce out. Also, 
avoid scheduling mistakes – check the hol-
iday calendar. It would not be advisable to 
schedule an event at the same night that 
Hanukkah begins, for example. Holiday 
parties should be voluntary – do not make 
it mandatory. For some, this will feel very 
uncomfortable. Note, Jehovah’s Witness-
es do not celebrate holidays, or perhaps 
someone is grieving a loss, and does not 
wish to partake in merrymaking.

To assist those who have the task of 
planning these events, I have complied 
a list of fall and winter holidays, and the 
dates on which they fall:

Bodhi Day – This is a Buddhist holi-
day which commemorates the 
day that Siddhartha Guatama, the 
historical Buddha, experienced 
enlightenment, and is usually cel-
ebrated on December 8th.

Christmas – The celebration 
of the birth of Jesus, the central 
figure of Christianity. Christmas 
is celebrated on December 25th, 
however, Eastern Orthodox cele-
brate on January 7th.

Diwali – This is a five-day Hindu Festi-
val of Lights that began on November 6th.

Eid al-Fitr – This celebration marks 
the end of Ramadan in the Muslin faith and 
has shifting dates. In 2019, this will begin 
at sundown on June 4th.

hanukkah – The Jewish Festival of 
Lights will begin at sundown on December 

2nd and end at 
sundown on De-
cember 10th.

Kwanza – 
This week long 
secular holiday 

honoring the Afri-
can-American heritage 

is celebrated December 
26th to January 1st each 
year.

Lunar new year – This 
traditional Chinese holiday 
marks the end of winter and 
falls on February 5th, 2019.

yule: This Wiccan or pagan celebra-
tion of the winter solstice takes place every 
year between December 20th and 23rd.

I always say “No good deed goes un-
punished,” but, if you’re part of the holi-
day planning committee in your organiza-
tion, or the one in charge of doing so, the 
chances of planning for a successful year-
end party increase significantly by taking a 
stance towards inclusion. t

... without 
giving 

offense or 
losing your 

job!

hopefully
your boss
doesn’t 
see this!
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year’s beneficia-
ry. It was a won-
derful way to 
start the holiday 
season as the 
ShipMates host-
ed what seemed 
more like a party 
than a fundraiser. 
There was a si-
lent auction, a raffle for a wagon of cheer, 
and the ever-popular Jell-O shots. Ship-
Mate secretary David Sugar offered his DJ 
skills and had the dance floor hopping all 
evening. In keeping with tradition, a cur-
rent local leather titleholder played San-
ta and posed for pictures. Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2019 Scorpius Red was all too 
happy to help. New this year was the ad-
dition of Mrs. Santa Claus and I must say I 
really enjoyed having Stormy Vain who did 
an outstanding job in this role and who not 
only provided some additional entertain-
ment but donated all her tips to the char-
ity. It was also wonderful to see so many 
members of COMMAND MC, Centaur MC, 
Hooker and Boys, and other local leather 
clubs show up to support the ShipMates’ 
Daddy Christmas. The ShipMates Club will 
celebrate 45 years on May 4th and are al-

ready planning Daddy 
Christmas 2019. 

A good leather title-
holder always hosts at 
least one large fundrais-
er for charity during his 
or her title year. When 
Rik Newton-Treadway 
was Maryland 
Mr. Drummer 
1999 he decid-

ed to put on a variety show at the 
Club Hippo that December and 
called it the “12 Days of Christ-
mas.” It was to be a one-time 
event but was such a success 
that many asked Rik to put on the 
show again the following year. All 
these years later the Club Hippo is 
no more, but on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8th Rik along with Hooker and 
Boys hosted the 20th annual “12 
Days of Christmas” at the Maritime 
Conference Center in Linthicum 
Heights, Maryland, just outside 
of Baltimore. Once again it was a 
huge success. The 2018 addition 
of “12 Days of Christmas” themed 
“It’s a Cosplay Kinda Christmas” 
was a benefit for AIDS Action Bal-
timore, the Baltimore Transgender 
Alliance, the Attic Youth Center, and 
Mary’s House for Older Adults, and 
was emceed by International Ms. 
Leather 2013 Sarha Shaubach, Mr. 
Maryland Leather 1999 David Allen, 
and Baltimore’s Queen of Comedy 
Shawnna Alexander. There were so 
many highlights during this marathon ex-
travaganza that it is hard to know where to 
begin. This is always such a magical event 
that brings the leather community and the 
drag community together. There was an 
opening number by COMMAND MC, a 
dance celebrating “Where the Wild Things 
Are” by FIST, and a beautiful interprative 
dance by a very angelic and very pregnant 
International Ms. Leather 2016 Lascivious 
Jane to the haunting song “Hallelujah,” a 
number by Mid-Atlantic ONYX Pearls, as 
well as a performance by Ms. New Jersey 
Leather 2016 Christy Lee. It was also a big 
year for impersonations with Mr. Rowan 
Tree D Moj performing as Pee-wee Her-
man, Miss Charm City Triple Threat 2018-
19 Brie Devine as Pink, Ms. Gay Maryland 
America 2018-19 Nicole James as Reba 
McEntire, Shawnna Alexandra as Gladys 
Knight, and the traditional Cher finale by 
Rik Newton-Treadway. Also performing 
were Laura Rice, King and Queen of Pride 
2019 Bambi Galore, and Justin Sane, Rob-
bie Alexander, D’Marje, Chi Chi Ray Colby, 
Rosie B’more (AKA Mr. Baltimore Eagle 

As it does every year the leather commu-
nity celebrated the season of giving by 
giving back. The ShipMates Club of Balti-
more hosted their annual Daddy Christmas 
fundraiser on the traditional first Saturday 
of December at The Loft at Grand Central. 
Since the first Saturday fell on December 
1st this year, World AIDS Day, the club 
selected Adullum Community Healthcare 
Center – which, among other services, 
provides HIV screenings to low-income 
and underserved communities – as this 

1997), Anita Minnett, and many more. 
The afternoon included a large silent 

auction and pictures with Santa Claus 
played by Butch Lee Norward of FIST and 
American Leathergirl 2006 Dawn Marie as 
a very sexy Mrs. Claus. It should also be 
noted that mama’s cherry bombs and cup-

cakes by Belton Moore raised 
a record $1,000 this year! 

What can I say about a 
one-time event that is still go-
ing strong 20 years later? I’m 
always proud of my commu-
nity, but on the second Satur-
day of December, I’m always 
extra proud. 

The third weekend of December found 
Mrs. Santa Claus Dawn Marie working at 
the DC Eagle on Friday, December 14th 
with Mr. DC Eagle 2018 Daniel Ferguson 
as Santa as the Atlantic State Leather 
2019 titleholders: Atlantic States Leath-
er Boy 2019 boy kris and Atlantic States 
Community Bootblack 2019 Pup Ryder 
hosted their first bar night. December is 
a busy month for everyone, but it is even 
busier in the leather community when the 
leather community celebrates Christmas. 

I hope you have a safe and happy holi-
day. Maybe Santa will bring you something 
leather this year and the best part is that 
you don’t even have to be good. t

 Leather Community
Celebrates

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LEAThEr

Mr. 
Maryland 

Leather 
2019 filling 

in for 
Santa at

Daddy 
Christmas

Christmas 

“Maybe Santa will 
bring you something 
leather this year and 

the best part is that you 
don’t even have to be 

good.”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

SET YOUR CLOCK TO CELEBRATE NEW YEARS EVE HERE
Free Champagne Toast at Mid-Night
 DJ  •  Dance In 2019  •  Drink Specials
OPEN UNTIL ???

SET YOUR CLOCK TO CELEBRATE NEW YEARS EVE HERE
Free Champagne Toast at Mid-Night
 DJ  •  Dance In 2019  •  Drink Specials
OPEN UNTIL ???

OPEN CHRISTMAS NIGHT AT 6PM
Christmas Dinner Feast at 7pm

ALL ARE WELCOME

OPEN CHRISTMAS NIGHT AT 6PM
Christmas Dinner Feast at 7pm

ALL ARE WELCOME
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12 Days of
Christmas

December 8, 2018.  Maritime Conference Center
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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