
of stories was told, and issues surfaced 
at these meetings. We conducted a trend 
analysis on the notes taken from these 
meetings to develop a generalized sense 
of common issues being raised across 
meetings and jurisdictions. This means 
that there was not a one-to-one data-point 
mapping from what was shared and the fi-
nal analysis of the house meeting trends. 
Those trends are what is being shared in 
the survey we are calling the Virtual Is-
sues Assembly, which helps us learn what 
the community at large wants prioritized 

process from agenda-set-
ting, to policy development, 
to crafting solutions to lead-
ing advocacy campaigns. 
The process will take time, 
and we hope to learn things 
each year that will make the 
process better and more in-
clusive of a variety of voices. 
Given that the mission of FSJ is to serve 
those in the LGBTQ community most at 
risk of facing discrimination, we made an 
intentional effort to get voices at the table 
that represent the diversity of the commu-
nity along such lines as race, gender iden-
tity, age, and geography, amongst others. 
We’re going to continue to try and find 
ways to make the process even more ac-
cessible and inclusive.”

“We started by partnering with orga-
nizations across the state to hold these 
small group listening sessions. A rich array 

and lesbians. BGA was unique, not only 
because women and men came together 
in the fight for gay liberation, but also for 

its racial diversity, with many 
African-Americans assuming 
leadership positions. In 1975, 
there were no protections for gay 
people and much discrimination. 
Eddie showed great courage in 
joining the organization and vis-
ibly fighting against oppression. 
Upon hearing of Eddie’s death, 
Paulette Young, the first presi-
dent of BGA and the Community 
Center said, “What times we all 
had! Eddie always had a smile 

and brought such joy to us all in those early 
days as we needed that support and pos-
itivity that he always brought to the table.”

One of BGA’s first programs was the 
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—continued on page 4

Baltimore Gay 
Alliance co-
founder was 

the unofficial 
Mayor of 

Charles Village

resident of Baltimore City who turned 72 
on Election Day. A celebration of his life 
is being planned for January. For further 

information look for updates on Balti-
moreoutloud.com.

Eddie grew up on Montpelier 
Street in Waverly and moved to 
Charles Village in the early 1970s. 
After living on Abell Avenue for 13 
years, he moved to Calvert Court, 
a cooperative apartment building, in 
1990. He was a major presence in 
the cooperative, developed lifelong 
friendships among its residents, and 
served for many years on the gov-
erning board. He organized a Fri-
day evening social in the building’s 

courtyard that has 
become a regular 
event on the co-op’s 
calendar.

Eddie was a very 
outgoing person who 

tionately called him the unofficial Mayor of 
Charles Village. One friend said that if he 
wasn’t the Mayor of Charles Village he cer-
tainly served as its Town Crier. 
He was a constant presence 
in the neighborhood and knew 
everything that was going on. 
His gregarious persona was 
marked by a stream-of-con-
sciousness conversational 
style that might sometimes 
annoy but mostly endeared 
him to to his neighbors and 
many friends. One neighbor 
said that Eddie was the best 
conversationalist he ever met.

In 1975 Eddie was one of a small 
group of gay activists who founded the 
Baltimore Gay Alliance. At that time there 
were several women’s organizations but 
none promoting the rights of both gay men 

The event is free, but please RSVP at Bit.
ly/2AMIbwF.

This past fall, FSJ hosted nine house 
meetings across the state with LGBTQ 

people, allies, and local 
activists, to find out what 
issues matter to them most. 

“This year, and in years 
ahead, we’re trying to move 
our advocacy efforts toward 
a community-organizing 
based model,” said Mark 
Procopio, FSJ’s director. 
“We want to create more 

opportunity for community voice, partici-
pation, and leadership in every step of the 

—continued on page 5

Town meetings 
and online 

survey offer 
chance to guide 

strategy

By Bill Redmond-PalmeR
FreeState Justice (FSJ) is preparing to 
tackle next year’s legislative session in An-
napolis. Join FSJ for an open house and 
to participate in a community sur-
vey to help them set priorities.

On Thursday, December 
13th, FSJ will host the open 
house and appreciation ceremo-
ny from 5 to 8 pm at the group’s 
offices (2526 St. Paul Street, first 
floor, Baltimore). Join with FSJ to 
thank the group’s volunteer at-
torneys and organizational part-
ners, and find out more about FSJ’s work. 
Beer, wine and light fare will be served. 

FreeState Justice Wants Your 
Input: 2019 Legislative Session

By Jim BeckeR
Edward “Eddie” J. Holl, Jr., a founding 
member of the Baltimore Gay Alliance and 
its successor organization, the Gay Com-
munity Center of Baltimore and Central 
Maryland, died on Wednesday, Novem-

Early Gay Activist Eddie Holl 
Dies at Age 72

not quite an 
angel himself! 
– Eddie Holl in 
New York City 
last summer

ber 28th following a nearly 
two-year struggle with blad-
der cancer. He was a lifelong 

knew practically everyone in 
the neighborhood. Many affec-
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Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

news // LOCAL news // LOCAL

Mid-Town Belvedere 
Resident Beaten and 

Murdered
On November 8th, 43-year-old Brendon 
Michaels was found dead in his Mid-Town 
Belvedere apartment, in the 1200 block of 

St. Paul Street. He 
had been beaten, 
and his death was 
ruled a homicide.

Michaels was a 
certified personal 
trainer and fitness 
center coordinator at 
Carroll Community 
College, and worked 
as a server at the Ol-
ive Garden in West-
minster.

Anyone with in-
formation on Michaels’ murder is asked 
to call the Baltimore Police Department 
at 410-396-2100 or send a message to its 
text-for-tip line at 443-902-4824. t               

Stories for the 
Season: Baltimore 

Men’s Chorus 
Winter Concert

Director Caite Debevec invites you to join 
the Baltimore Men’s Chorus on Saturday, 
December 15th in the sanctuary at the 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (1 West 
Franklin Street) for the group’s winter con-
cert, “Stories for the Season,” a collection 
of musical moments sharing the tales of 
the winter season, ranging from holiday fa-
vorites from many cultures and traditions, 
to music inspired by the winter chill, and a 

few other surprises. 
“Stories for the Season,” said Debev-

ec, “explores telling tales through music. 
You will hear music from locations around 
the world ranging from the Scottish High-
lands to sub-Saharan Africa to Catalonia 
and the Americas.”

The event will also include a silent 
auction and raffle fundraiser providing you 
with a chance to get great deals on holiday 
gifts, or just something for yourself!

More info and tickets are available now 
at Bit.ly/2ALNEEf. Tickets are $10 for gen-
eral admission, $5 for students / seniors / 
military (with ID). Tickets at the door will be 
$5 more. Season tickets that cover all ma-
jor upcoming concerts are $50. “Director’s 
Circle” season tickets include recognition 
in each concert program and an invitation 
to a special gathering following the cho-
rus’s summer 2019 concert. t

Golden Girls: ’Twas 
the Night Before 

Christmas
“’Twas the night before Christmas…” So, 
begins the tale we all know. A new itera-
tion, the Golden Girls: ’twas the Night 
before christmas, by Francesco Sedita 
and Douglas Yacka, with illustrations by 

Alex Fine, features our four favorite gold-
en girls. “While Ma in her sweatshirt and 
Dorothy in vest had just settled down for 
a much-needed rest. Rose, snug with her 
teddy bear, laid down her head, while vi-
sions of St. Olaf danced in her head.” Dor-
othy, Blanche, Rose, and Sophia, are all 
back in a new illustrated hardcover book, 
a must for your holiday gift giving list, and 
your coffee table.

On December 8th, Atomic Books (3620 
Falls Road, Baltimore) invites you to join 
them between 7 and 9 pm for a book sign-
ing and release party with the book’s illus-
trator, Alex Fine. Copies of the book will 
of course be available for sale. For more 
info, visit Bit.ly/2UaKTVN or call 410-662-
4444. t

– news compiled by 
bill redmond-Palmer

Ready for wrapping

Brendon michaels



4 t  BalTimoRe oUTloUd        deceMBeR 7, 2018 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

FreeState Justice Wants Your 
Input: 2019 Legislative Session

amongst the trends surfaced.”
The issues included in the survey, are 

broken down into six general policy areas.
• education and youth policy: including 

bullying in schools, state and district non-dis-
crimination policies, LGBTQ youth home-
lessness, support for GSAs, and LGBTQ 
competency training for youth-focused pro-
fessionals.

• Access to quality, affirming, and inclu-
sive health care: including consistency of 
access to affirming care, Id requirements for 
care (insurance, hos-
pital admission, etc.), 
cultural competence 
of providers, and dis-
crimination in health 
and mental health 
care.

• enforcement of 
anti-discr iminat ion 
laws and access to 
public accommoda-
tions: including em-
ployment discrimina-
tion, unemployment in 
the LGBTQ communi-
ty, and lack of safe and affirming spaces.

• Police interactions, corrections, and 
criminal justice: including safety in schools, 
communities, and prisons/jails, law enforce-
ment misconduct and cultural competency 
training, hate crimes / harassment, and crimi-
nalization of sex work.

• Gender change for transgender and 
non-binary individuals: including refusal of 
service (at Motor Vehicles Administration, 
Social Security Administration, etc.), need for 
a third gender marker, and complexity and 
burden of the gender-change process.

• Family law: including streamlined sec-
ond-parent adoptions and domestic and inti-
mate partner violence.

To participate in the community survey, 
visit Bit.ly/2FSv2Ii, where you can rank the 
issues within each category by priority. (You 
may get an error message from Bitly when 
trying to access the page – just try again. FSJ 
is aware of the issue and is working to resolve 
it.)

“This will be an important resource for 
prioritizing and setting our policy agenda for 
2019 and for the years ahead, but it won’t be 
the only resource used,” said Procopio. “We 
also utilize the types of legal issues and re-
quests for help that we receive from people 

news // LOCAL 

—continued from page 1 coming to FSJ for assistance. These are in-
credibly important voices in helping us see 
what urgent needs our community is facing, 
especially those with low and limited in-
comes. Finally, we continue to prioritize criti-
cal issue that are facing members of our com-
munity whose attendance at a house meeting 
or participation in the online survey may not 
be easy. For example, issues facing LGBTQ 
elders, people with differing abilities, youth in 
foster care, and those incarcerated are still 
going to be taken into account when setting a 
final agenda, though the issues may not have 
been given as much voice in the house meet-

ing process.”
One area that was 

raised at house meet-
ings, but which was 
not included in the 
published summary, 
even in the “other” 
category, or in the 
survey, was HIV pol-
icy issues. While the 
issues in the “other” 
category did not ac-
tually make it into the 
survey, there wasn’t 
recognition that those 

issues had been raised. With people living 
with HIV / AIDS, especially in communities of 
color, being some of the most at risk to dis-
crimination, this was concerning. It was noted 
that in the past, FSJ’s predecessor, Equality 
Maryland, rarely prioritized HIV policy issues, 
often leaving that community to fend for itself.

“Through the process I have described,” 
said Procopio, “HIV-related policy issues 
like life insurance denials for those on PrEP, 
other health insurance issues, and the 
striking of laws criminalizing HIV in Mary-
land are still very much on our radar. I do 
not feel equipped to comment on Equality 
Maryland’s history, but I can tell you about 
our work moving forward. We certainly can, 
should, and will continue to do better re-
garding HIV policy issues. We will continue 
to increase our expertise on our staff and 
build relationships with advocates and or-
ganizations focused on meeting the needs 
of our community living with HIV. One con-
crete step we’ve taken is signing on to the 
U=U statement. We look forward to working 
with this coalition and getting more active in 
their work. I know these are just words, but 
I hope in the years to come we can show 
our community that we’re backing them up 
with actions.” t

news // LOCAL

Karaoke Thursdays with
DJ Heather

Join us every Thursday night at Mixers Bar for Thirsty Thursday Karaoke! 
Come early and sing often!

Fridays Dec. 7th and Dec. 21st 
Fierce Leather Fridays

A Night to let loose with great music and drink specials. Let down your hair, 
and bring out those dance shoes and dance the night away with us!

“People living with HIV 
/ AIDS, especially in 

communities of color, being 
some of the most at risk of 
discrimination, it was noted 

that FSJ’s predecessor, 
Equality Maryland, rarely 

prioritized HIV policy issues.”
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there first in the plant and subsequently in 
the office for 41 years until the company 
closed and laid off all of its employees. Bar-
ton Cotton had been a family-run business 
that was eventually sold to venture capitalist 
who drained it of its resources and destroyed 
it. After 41 years of completely dedicated 
service to the company, Eddie was rewarded 
with a $125 a month pension.

When he first started working at Barton 
Cotton, Eddie experienced some homopho-
bia from several of his co-workers. But he 
soon won most of them over. There was 
one incident that did upset him greatly. He 
was regularly getting a ride to work from a 
co-worker who eventually became a Jeho-
vah’s Witness and promptly announced that 
he could no longer drive him to work be-
cause he was gay. Several years later, after 
the employee left Barton Cotton, he called 
Eddie very late one night and asked if he 
could come over. The man appeared to be 
have been drinking and Eddie got the clear 
impression that he wanted to have sex, an 
invitation that Eddie easily refused. 

After Eddie was laid off from his job, his 
mother moved in with him. For the next 10 
years he was a devoted caretaker to her. 
He denied himself vacations and other plea-
sures in order to provide for her. He was an 
excellent caretaker who no doubt kept her 
alive with his meticulous attention to her 
needs. It was only following his diagnosis of 
cancer and his need for major surgery and 
treatment that he was unable to continue to 
provide for her, which was deeply upsetting 
to him.

Eddie was very much a caretaker. In 
addition to his mother, he became the close 
friend and caretaker of Jack Epstein, an 
older man he met when Jack volunteered 
with the Gay Community Center and they 
became good friends. As Jack became frail, 
Eddie handled many of his affairs. He also 
assisted several elderly men who lived in 
Calvert Court including Manny Velder, whom 
he took to dialysis three times a week. Re-
flecting on eddie’s life, longtime friend Gerry 
Ronkin said, “eddie’s defining character was 
his loyalty: To his family, his many friends, 
the Calvert Court cooperative, Barton Cotton 
Printing Company, and the local community 
of Charles Village where he lived his entire 
life. He was generous to a fault and unique 
in that no one could find anything bad to say 
about him.” Gerry spoke of another of Ed-
die’s qualities, his absolute integrity in every-
thing he did and with everyone he met.

The cancer diagnosis was not easy for 
Eddie. It forced the caretaker to become the 
cared for. However, his niece Dawn Wild, 

Thinking oUTloUd

Gay Switchboard that operated out of a 
home in Charles Village. Eddie was one of 
the first people to volunteer for the Switch-
board and at least one night a week the 
switchboards calls would be forwarded to 
Eddie’s home phone number. For six hours 
he would field calls, ranging from simple re-
quests for information about gay bars and 
resources to long, sometimes emotionally 
draining conversations with people strug-
gling with their sexual identity. There were 
also prank and hostile, homophobic calls, 
especially after the Switchboard began to 
be publicized on WBAL TV during “Saturday 
Night Live.” Eddie considered the Switch-
board a very important service given the 
total lack of visibility that gay people had in 
Baltimore at the time.

Eddie quickly made this man comfortable by 
joking that he would get a lot of tips because 
he was so handsome, a prediction that was 
quickly realized. By the end of the evening 
the steelworker was offering to volunteer at 
any of the Center’s future dances. 

Following the extremely uptight decades 
of the 40s and 50s, the 60s and 70s became 
defined for free love and sexual liberation. 
Eddie was a product of those times and en-
joyed the ease of connection that existed in 
the gay male community. He also had a spe-
cial knack for developing a rapport with men 
of ambiguous or curious sexual orientation 
and he met many such men at Leadbetter’s 
and other bars throughout the city. He told 
the story of one such man that spent a pas-
sionate night with him and in the morning 
announced that he wasn’t “really into this.” 
Eddie replied, “Well if you ever do get into 
it don’t call me because I don’t think I could 

survive.”
E d d i e 

was born 
to Edward 
J. Holl, a 
ba r tende r, 
and Do-
ris Keenan 
Holl, a glass 
worker at 
the Car-
lyle Glass 
factory in 
W e s t p o r t . 
He attended 
B a l t i m o r e 
City pub-
lic schools, 
i n c l u d i n g 
City Col-
lege High 
School, and 
was drafted 

into the army during the 
height of the Vietnam War. 
After basic training, he was 
sent to Panama for ad-
vanced jungle training and 

ended up spending the entire two years of 
his service in Panama training other troops 
who would ship out to Vietnam. He said that 
he had no idea why he was selected to train 
people in Panama but was grateful that he 
did not have to go to Vietnam. He was dis-
charged honorably with a rank of sergeant 
and eventually began to participate in an-
ti-war demonstrations.

Barely two weeks after he returned from 
Panama, his mother urged him to start look-
ing for work. He answered an ad for the 
Barton Cotton Printing Company on Sisson 
Street and was promptly hired. He worked 

—continued from page 1

and many friends and neighbors stepped up 
to support him. During his recent hospitaliza-
tion they paraded through his room daily. He 
was particularly thankful for Dawn’s steady 
presence and the love and support provid-
ed by neighbors Carol Anderson-Austra and 
Pat McCarty, who was constantly by his side. 

Eddie was raised as a Catholic and at-
tended the neighborhood parish church. One 
of the parish priests came on to him when 
he was 15 but Eddie never saw the incident 
as a huge traumatic event in his life. When 
a friend occasionally joked that this was his 
ticket to financial security, eddie would laugh 
and say he simply did not consider the inci-
dent a big deal.

However, another episode with the 
church did have a lasting impact on Eddie. 
When he went to confession shortly after the 
priest’s come-on, he confessed to another 
priest that he had some feelings for men. 
He was screamed at and told that he would 
rot in hell and was given 100 Our Fathers, 
100 Hail Marys, and 100 Acts of Contrition 
for merely thinking of men. After that experi-
ence, he was done with the Catholic Church; 
he walked out the door never to return. True 
to his gay nature, though – everyone knows 
gay men appreciate fine art and architecture 
– on a trip to New York this summer he went 
sightseeing with friends to St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral and regaled everyone with his dis-
covery that there was an ATM machine in the 
church!

Eddie’s mother, father, and three siblings 
predeceased him. In addition to his niece 
Dawn, he is survived by a nephew, Stephen 
Thomas Holl, two other nieces – Tabatha 
Stella Thomas and Melissa Ann Weller – five 
great nephews, four great nieces, one great 
great nephew, and a large number of friends 
and neighbors who will miss him dearly.

A former roommate, Scott Macleod, 
reflecting on eddie’s love of life said, “You 
could not ask for a more faithful friend. In the 
short period I lived on Abell Avenue with Ed-
die, I was always struck by Eddie’s genuine 
simplicity as a human being. I mean that in 
the best possible way. He was unpretentious 
and generous to a fault. He would laugh up-
roariously while watching reruns of ‘i love 
lucy’ and ‘benny Hill’ on tV. Perhaps most 
endearing was his Sunday morning ritual 
of putting Patsy cline’s Greatest Hits on 
the record player and singing along as if 
at prayer, deeply feeling every word. That 
was religion for Eddie.”

And to that I say Amen! t

Early Gay Activist Eddie Holl 
Dies at Age 72

Eddie also served on other BGA and 
Community Center committees and partici-
pated in many of their functions. He was one 
of the original $1,000 donors to the Com-
munity Center, an important contribution at 
a time when donations to gay organizations 
were few and far between. 

Eddie was particularly fond of his work at 
the various Community Center dances that 
were initially held at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Glass Pavilion and subsequently at 
many other venues throughout the city. He 
related his experience as the ticket seller for 
the bar at a Center dance held at the Steel-
workers Hall in Dundalk, not a bastion of 
progressive values at the time. A steelwork-
er served as bartender for the event and 
initially expressed anxiety when he realized 
that the dance was a big gay party. However, 

eddie holl  in 
plaid shirt in  
New York City 
at Pride circa 
1975
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periods) so that it could be destroyed. These 
“latently infected” cells can launch new, re-
sistant attacks if treatment is discontinued. 
Satish Pillai, an associate professor in HIV 
research from the University of California, 
San Francisco, said, “We’re now attempt-
ing to find the holy grail of HIV research …. 
In the first instance, we want to identify the 
signature characteristics, in a reliable and 
accurate way, of latently infected cells …. 
The other side is that we’re developing novel 
strategies to destroy them once we’re able 
to identify them.”

There are a number of different ap-
proaches currently being studied. One ap-
proach, often named the “kick and kill” or 

“shock and kill,” aims to kick the resting cells 
out of their sleep so they can be pinpoint-
ed and eliminated. The other research ap-
proach wants to find and destroy the HIV-in-
fected cells while they’re still in the resting 

state. The key to doing this would be finding 
something distinct about an infected, resting 
cell – as opposed to a healthy one – so that 
an antiviral agent can target them. Scientists 
call this elusive target a biomarker. There is 
promising work being done with antiviral-vi-
ruses – viruses that are engineered to target 
and destroy other viruses. A specific strain, 
the rhabdovirus called Maraba virus (MG1), 
has been engineered to seek out faulty cell 
communication, something that happens in 
both cancer and HIV. A difference as small as 
this, between healthy and unhealthy cells, is 
enough for something like MG1 to target. (the 
Guardian at theguardian.com/world/2018/
nov/30/cure-for-hiv-world-aids-day)

shown enormous courage today, Corbyn 
said in a press release. “I know the whole 
Labor Party is proud of him. His dignity 
and hope will inspire people across the 
country and around the world – those with 
HIV, and also those of us who will always 
stand together with them. (Gay Star News 

– James besanvalle at gaystarnews.com/
article/lloyd-russell-moyle-hiv-positive/#gs.
szaHr64)

Is there an 
outright cure for 
HIV in sight?

london – As reported in the Guard-
ian, more than 50 years after it jumped 
the species barrier and became one of the 
most devastating viruses to affect mankind, 
HIV remains a stubborn adversary. Treat-
ment has improved dramatically over the 
past 20 years, but people who are infect-
ed will remain so for the rest of their lives, 
and must take one pill daily – at one time 
it was a cocktail of 30. Dr Jonathan Angel, 
chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases 
at Ottawa Hospital Research Institute said, 

“In my personal opinion, our therapies have 
become so good that looking at better ther-
apies has become futile. People are taking 
a pill once a day with no side effects. That’s 
hard to improve upon.”

But now scientists are beginning to ask 
if the biggest breakthrough – an out-and-out 
cure for the tens of millions who have con-
tracted the virus – could be in sight. The ex-
citement lies in research that is having some 
success in drawing the virus out of a latent 
stage (in which it can lie undetected for long 

Beyond The BelTway

Pence doesn’t 
mention LGBTQ 
people in World 
Aids Day speech

washington, dc – Last Saturday, De-
cember 1st, was World AIDS Day, and there 
were many events planned throughout the 
country and the world dedicated to focusing 
attention on the continuing AIDS epidem-
ic and its devastating impact on our world. 
The White House held its World AIDS Day 
event on Thursday, November 29th, and for 
some unknown reason, Vice President Mike 
Pence was tapped to deliver the event’s key-
note address. Pence once ran for Congress 

on a pledge not to support reauthorization 
of the Ryan White CARE (Comprehensive 
AIDS Resources Emergency) Act until “after 
completion of an audit to ensure that federal 
dollars were no longer being given to orga-
nizations that celebrate and encourage the 
types of behaviors that facilitate the spread-
ing of the HIV virus,” according to GLAAD.

Within hours of Pence’s address, ac-
cording to Back2Stonewall.com, the Dem-
ocratic National Committee issued a press 
release pointing out that for the second year 
in a row Pence refused to mention the LGBT 
community and detailing the lies Pence told 
during his speech and some “truths he forgot 
to mention.” Pence boasted about the suc-
cess of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS program, 
despite the fact the Trump administration di-
verted funds from the program to offset the 
costs of its immigration family separation 
policy. Pence celebrated the 15th anniver-
sary of the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), calling it “one of the 
most successful investments in health care 
and humanitarian aid in American history,” 
while Trump’s budget proposal slashed the 
initiative’s funding. Pence claimed Trump 
brought a “renewed energy and focus” to 

the battle against HIV/AIDS.
Pence failed to mention that Trump fired 

the remaining members of the Presidential 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS after several 
members quit because Trump “doesn’t care” 
about the issue. He failed to note that Trump 
still hasn’t appointed anyone to lead the 
White House Office of National AIdS Poli-
cy. He failed to note that Trump announced 
the “Deploy or Get Out” rule, which could 
remove HIV-positive military personnel from 
service. And of course, he did not remind 
those listening to his address that as gov-
ernor of Indiana, he opposed a needle-ex-
change program and exacerbated the local 
HIV/AIDS crisis.

(dallas Voice & Glaad at dallasvoice.
com/pences-lies-and-omissions-in-world-
aids-day-speech)

British MP 
reveals that he 
is HIV positive

london – On November 29th, Labor 
member of Parliament (MP) Lloyd Rus-
sell-Moyle revealed he’s living with HIV. He 
is the Labor MP for Brighton Kemptown 
and is the only sitting MP to disclose his 
HIV status. “This Saturday 1 December will 
mark the 30th anniversary of World AIDS 
Day, and next year it will be ten years since 
I became HIV positive,” he told the House 
of Commons. “I was 22 years old, and di-
agnosed early. Since then, I have been on 
world-class treatment provided by the NHS 

– so I have not only survived, I’ve prospered, 
and any partner I have is safe and protect-
ed …. I hope that my coming out serves to 
defy the stigma around the disease .... I 
hope that more people will understand that 
effective treatment keeps people who are 
HIV positive healthy, and it protects their 
partners. My story might encourage others 
to get tested and ultimately begin their treat-
ment earlier on.”

Lloyd Russell-Moyle continued, “I am 
leading this debate today because we are 
in many ways at a juncture in the fight 
against HIV and AIDS. We could be more 
vocal, more ambitious, more determined 
to eradicate the disease in the UK. Or, we 
could go in the direction of the government, 
which is putting our hard-fought progress at 
risk. Their reluctance to make the HIV pre-
vention drug PrEP available on the NHS is 
disgraceful.”

Labor Leader Jeremy Corbyn respond-
ed to Russell-Moyle’s revelation. “Lloyd has 

compiled by Jim becker

Vice President Pence stays mum

lloyd Russell-moyle: living with hiV

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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Trump trans 
military ban 
Supreme 
Court appeal 
premature

seattle – On November 23rd, the US 
Department of Justice (DOJ) asked the 
US Supreme Court to review three pre-
liminary federal district court rulings that 
have kept the Trump administration from 
implementing its plan to prevent transgen-
der people from serving in the US armed 
services. The three preliminary rulings 
include one out of the US District Court 
for the Western District of Washington in 
the lawsuit, brought by Lambda Legal and 
OutServe-SLDN and joined by the State of 
Washington, challenging the constitution-
ality of the proposed ban. 

“Today, the US Department of Justice 
announced its intent to short-circuit estab-
lished practice, asking the US Supreme 
Court to review a preliminary district court 
ruling before the 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals has even had an opportunity to rule,” 
Lambda Legal Counsel Peter Renn said. 

“This highly unusual step is wildly prema-
ture and inappropriate, both because there 
is no final judgment in the case and be-
cause even the preliminary issue on ap-
peal has not yet been decided. It seems 
the Trump administration can’t wait to dis-
criminate …. There is no valid reason to 
jump the line now and seek US Supreme 
Court review before the appellate courts 
have even ruled on the preliminary issues 
before them.” 

Lambda Legal and OutServe-SLDN 
filed the lawsuit, Karnoski v. trump, in 
August 2017, on behalf of nine individual 
plaintiffs and three organizational plain-
tiffs: the Human Rights campaign, the Se-
attle-based Gender Justice League, and 
the American Military Partner Association. 
The State of Washington later joined the 
lawsuit. In addition to Karnoski v. trump, 
the administration also asked the Supreme 
Court to review the preliminary rulings in 
Stockman v. trump and doe v. trump, law-
suits filed in the US District Court for the 
District of Columbia and the US District 
Court for the Central District of California. 
(Seattle Gay News & lambda legal at Sgn.
org/sgnnews46_48/page3.cfm)

Pope Francis 
expresses 
serious concern 
about gay clergy

Vatican city – Barbie Latza Nadeau re-
ports in the daily beast that Pope Francis 
continues to send mixed messages on the ac-
ceptance of LGBTQ people in the church but 
is very concerned about their participation as 
clergy. Nadeau reminds the reader that back 
in 2013, shortly after Pope Francis was elect-
ed, he shocked the world with his words: “If 
a person seeks God and has goodwill, then 
who am I to judge,” when asked about a gay 
priest? In some ways, Francis has been eat-
ing his words ever since, constantly called to 
explain by conservatives in the church what 
he meant.

Now it seems Francis isn’t mincing his 
words on the topic. He told Spanish Clare-
tian missionary Fernando Prado that in reality 
he’s actually “very worried” about homosex-
uality in the church. Prado, whose book la 
Forza della Vocazione (The Strength of Vo-
cation) came out in multiple languages on 
December 3rd, spent four hours interviewing 
the pontiff in Vatican City this fall about prob-
lems in the priesthood. When Prado asked 
Francis specifically about the high percent-
age of gays in the priesthood today, Francis 
became very judgmental indeed. He said 
that seminaries need to do better at weeding 
them out. “It’s something that worries me,” he 
said, according to the excerpts. “The issue of 
homosexuality is a very serious matter that 
must be properly discerned from the begin-
ning with the candidates,” he told the Spanish 
missionary. “We have to be demanding.”

Francis has been accused of sending 
mixed messages about the issue of gay peo-
ple in the church, reportedly telling a bish-
op, “the Church recommends that people 
with this ingrained tendency not be accept-
ed into the ministry or the consecrated life.” 
And to those gay priests and nuns who are 
already ordained, Francis said this: “I say to 
the priests, gay religious men and women, 
we must urge you to live fully celibate and, 
above all, to be exquisitely responsible, try-
ing not to scandalize your communities or the 
holy faithful people of God by living a double 
life. It is better that you leave the ministry or 
consecrated life rather than live a double life.” 
(the daily beast – barbie latza Nadeau at 
thedailybeast.com/pope-francis-goes-full-ho-
mophobic-now-very-worried-about-homosex-
uality-in-the-church)

Taiwan voters 
say no to same-
sex marriage

Taipei – Reuters reports that on No-
vember 24th, Taiwan voters backed a ref-
erendum that defines marriage as between 
a man and a woman, dealing a blow to the 
self-ruled island’s reputation for liberalism 
in Asia amid a heated debate over mar-
riage equality. In Asia’s first such ruling, 
Taiwan’s constitutional court declared in 
May 2017 that same-sex couples had the 
right to legally marry, and set a two-year 
deadline for legalization. But the island’s 
election authority earlier this year ap-
proved contradicting referendum petitions 
from both conservative and rights groups. 
More than six million voters approved a 
series of initiatives opposing marriage 
equality, passing a threshold needed for a 
public vote. 

The vote presented a major defeat for 
rights activists who had campaigned for 
equal marriage. The issue has divided Tai-
wan, at family dining room tables, online 
and on the streets, with large campaigns 
and rallies on both sides of the debate. 
The government has said the ruling of May 
2017 will not be challenged by referendum 
results. But the authorities are expected to 
enact a special law for same-sex unions 

after Saturday’s vote.
“This is a victory for all the people who 

support family value and the education 
for the next generation,” the Coalition for 
the Happiness of Our Next Generation, a 
group opposed to same-sex marriage, said 
in a statement. “The referendum is ille-
gal and against the constitution, and has 
sharply divided and harmed the society,” 
the Marriage Equality Coalition Taiwan 
said in a statement.

“The result showed that most people 
were misled by false information from an-
ti-gay groups,” it said. (reuters – report-
ing Jess macy Yu & Yimou lee, editing 

by Jason Neely at reuters.com/article/
us-taiwan-politics-lgbt/taiwan-voters-set-
to-block-same-sex-marriage-in-referen-
dum-iduSKcN1Nt0Q7?il=0)

Grindr prez: 
Marriage is 
between a man 
and woman

los angeles – the Guardian reports 
that the president of Grindr wrote on Face-
book that he believes “marriage is a holy 
matrimony between a man and a woman,” 
sparking backlash inside the gay dating 
app company. Scott Chen, who became 
the president of Grindr after it was bought 
by a Chinese gaming corporation, wrote 
and later deleted a lengthy post on his per-
sonal page that criticized Christian groups 
fighting marriage equality, but also sug-
gested that his personal beliefs clashed 
with gay marriage. After a backlash within 
the gay dating app company, Chen says 
he “supports gay marriage” and was voic-
ing his personal feelings

“Some people think the marriage is 
a holy matrimony between a man and 
a woman. And I think so too. But that’s 
your own business,” he wrote in the post, 
which appeared to be his commentary on 
a recent gay marriage debate in Taiwan. 

“Some people think the purpose of the 
marriage is to have a child carries your 
DNA. But again, that’s your own business.” 
His remarks, which he originally wrote in 
Chinese, but later translated into English, 
were publicized Thursday by Into, a digital 
magazine that is owned by Grindr.

Chen acknowledged his post in a 
comment responding to the Into article, 
but said he was a supporter of gay mar-
riage: “The reason I said marriage is a 
holy matrimony between a man and a 
woman is based on my own personal ex-
perience. I am a straight man married to 
a woman I love and I have two beautiful 
daughters I love from the marriage. This 
is how I feel about my marriage. Different 
people have their different feelings about 
their marriages. You can’t deny my feel-
ings about my marriage.” He added: “I am 
a huge advocate for LGBTQ rights since 
I was young. I support gay marriage and 
I am proud that I can work for Grindr.” t 
(the Guardian – at theguardian.com/tech-
nology/ 2018/nov/29/grindr-apps-presi-
dent-calls-marriage-holy-matrimony-be-
tween-man-and-woman)

Beyond The BelTway

naysayers
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
What are your pronouns? 
 She/Her
What made you apply to the communi-
cations specialist opening? 
 My journey to this role is not a 
typical application process. I learned of 
the GLCCB shortly after coming out in 
2005. I frequented the Sistahs of Pride 
(formerly called Women of Color) group 
to learn how to navigate dating in the 
community and the other cultural norms 
that are the foundations of this commu-
nity. I always valued that support group, 
enjoyed the perk of getting tested at the 
Center on my third dates, and volun-
teered as a writer for the Gay Life paper 
for a time to show my support until 2013. 
I took a break to complete my graduate 

program and returned to volunteering in 
the community during Pride and joined 
GLCCB from my work on the Pride 2016 
Committee. I started as the webmaster in 
2017. My role has evolved to encompass 
the additional titles. 
What do you find the most rewarding 
about working for the GLCCB?
 I enjoy the back end part the 
most. As a hermit, I can get sucked into 
my own interests so I appreciate the 
exposure to all individuals that fall into 
this Alphabet Soup of sexual and gender 
orientation. 
Where do you hope to make a lasting 
impact in the community?
 I hope to develop practices that 
begin to bridge the gap that divide us. By 

finding the neutral ground language we 
need to work together, we can achieve 
our collective goal of being included in 
the American Dream all people know and 
accept as a part of the collective “nor-
mal”.
Who is your favorite community part-
ner?

Staff Profile: 

Lynora Lawless
Communications and Outreach Specialist

 I like working with our faith part-
ners and meeting the elders most of the 
time. Traci and Shelley of Sistahs of Pride 
and the Charm City Sisters are my favorite 
to sneak into when I have time.
What do you hope your community part-
ners think about you? 
 That I am concise when I data 
dump on them. I am the co-Chair for the 
Community Leadership and Partnership 
Committee for the LGBTQIA Commission 
so I look for the partners to work with me 
on two fronts. Three if you count my role 
in my burlesque theater group, Bunns of 
Steele. 
When can people find you in the Center? 
 Mondays through Wednesdays 
from 11am to 2pm. I am one of the voices 
behind the social media so if you send a 
message to our Facebook or instagram, I 
am one of the people likely to respond to 
you.
Where do you spend time outside of the 
office? 
 Working the camera for Burleoke 
with Bunns of Steele (last one this year 
will be December 15th at the Crown), 
working with Charm City Kitty Club (Their 
show will be at Theater Project on De-
cember 7th and December 8th) working 
with the LGBTQA Commission, or rocking 
the karaoke mic somewhere with a short 
rotation like Grand Central on Mondays.

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Friday, December 7
Crystal Meth Anonymous 6:30pm 
Giovanni’s Room Open Mic 7-10:00pm 
Marijuana Anonymous 7:00pm 

Saturday, December 8 
Alcoholics Anonymous 4:00pm
MOCHA Men’s Group 6:00pm 
 
Sunday, December 9 
Narcotics Anonymous 11:00 -1:00pm 
Gentle Mindful Yoga 3:30 - 5:00pm 

Monday, December 10 
Oh So Divine Modeling 
and Dance Troupe 4:00pm 

Tuesday, December 11  
Teen Art Group 5:30pm 

Wednesday, December 12 
Vogue Workshop with  
STAR TRACK 6:00pm 
Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence 6:30-8pm
The Mankind Project 6:45pm 
SCA 7-8 pm 

Thursday, December 13
Family Game Night 7:00 - 9:30pm 
Sistahs of Pride 7pm-9pm 

Friday, December 14 
Breaking Bread Project 6:30-10:00 pm
Crystal Meth Anonymous 6:30 pm 
Marijuana Anonymous 7:00 pm 
December Bash 7:00 pm at the World 
Trade Center of Baltimore

Saturday, December 15 
Queer Families Potluck 11:00am 
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
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How to Avoid Holiday 
St res

qUaliTy of life // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By monTe ePhRaim
the lGbt Health resource center
The holidays can be a particularly stressful 
time of year for LGBT elders, from dealing with 
their families or families of choice to budgeting 
their time, energy, and finances.

Tips for managing this stress and avoiding 
its negative health effects will be presented at 
an upcoming workshop hosted by the LGBT 
Health Resource Center of Chase Brexton 
Health Care. The workshop 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 13th from noon 
to 1:30 pm in the commu-
nity rooms at Chase Brex-
ton’s Mount Vernon Center 
(1111 North Charles Street, 
Baltimore). 

Anyone interested in 
attending or receiving more 
information on this upcom-
ing Lunch and Learn work-
shop may RSVP to lgbt@
chasebrexton.org or call 
410-837-2050 extension 
1049.

Here’s a preview of just 
a few of the tips to be of-
fered at the workshop.

why are the holidays so 
hard for lgBT individuals, par-
ticularly elders, both mentally 
and physically?

The holidays can be stressful 
for all of us. As an LGBT elder, I 
can say that holiday stress can be 
intensified by an individual’s lack of social and 
emotional connection. Some of us may have 
few family or friends to share the holidays with, 
either through rejection or physical loss. Feel-
ings of social isolation can increase anxiety 
and depression, which in turn can have an im-
pact on our physical well-being.

what can individuals do to manage the 
mental challenges of the holiday season?

The holidays can be a difficult time of year. 
Since about one in four Americans experience 
some type of behavioral-health challenge ev-
ery year, it’s quite likely that you may be or 
know someone who may be facing an emo-
tional or behavioral health issue such as de-
pression, anxiety or a substance use disorder. 

• Be thoughtful with your invitations. It 
may be fun to go to a Holiday or New Year’s 
Eve party, but others may prefer smaller ac-
tivities.

• Remember that people are more than 
you see.  Acknowledging one’s challenges 

conveys your compassion for their experi-
ence, but it doesn’t have to be the only topic 
of conversation. When you meet or chat on 
the phone, ask about work, sports, pets or 
other topics they’re interested in. 

• Reach out regularly. Research tells 
us that a supportive network is priceless on 
many levels from social, emotional to phys-
ical. Call and check in on a regular basis. A 
gesture as simple as sending a holiday card 
can be significant.

• allow for individuals to bow out 
gracefully. Someone experi-
encing anxiety, depression will 
likely know their triggers and the 
best ways to manage their envi-
ronment in order to stay healthy 
during the holidays. Don’t pres-
sure them if they decide to opt 
out of holiday gatherings or 
choose to leave an event ear-
ly. Doing the things that makes 
them feel alive and well is what 
is most important and your un-
derstanding will be greatly ap-
preciated. Don’t take it as a sign 
they don’t want to engage.

• consider safety and 
comfort. Evening activities 
may be too late or too dark. 

The weather may be too cold or icy. 
Are there too many steps, it doesn’t 
mean they don’t want to engage it 
may mean they are considering how 
they can engage. 

what can people do to main-
tain their physical well-being 

during the next few weeks?
Reach out, connect, and check in. Invite 

an elder to share a holiday with you, or you 
with them. The stories you can hear, the les-
sons you can learn, and the memories you 
can share and create go far beyond a simple 
activity or meal together, and could impact 
you and them for a lifetime.

what present would you like to give 
your patients during the holidays?

If I could, I would like to give every person 
an opportunity of inclusion where they can feel 
safe and supported. The amount of resources 
is slowly expanding, but we need more. For 
every organization and person this season, 
and every day thereafter, I encourage you to 
think about how we can be more intergenera-
tional and supportive in our care. t

For or more info about lGbt elder care, 
please contact lgbt@chasebrexton.org, call 
410-837-2050 x1049, or visit chasebrexton.
org/lGbtelders.

for a very merry season

monte ephraim, 
social worker at 
Chase Brexton, 
channels Emily 

Post with ideas for 
getting through the 
holidays gracefully  

s

Dear Andre,
I’m an openly gay man in my late 20s, 

and I’m blessed with a very supportive im-
mediate family that includes my parents, 
grandparents, and older sister. My sister 
has been married to her husband for close 
to two years, and they have a ten-month-
old son together. Recently I went home to 
celebrate Thanksgiving with everyone, and 
towards the end of the night I found my-
self alone in the kitchen cleaning up. My 
sister’s husband – who had been 
drinking heavily throughout 
the day – entered the kitch-
en and began chatting with 
me. Suddenly he came up 
behind me at the sink and 
pressed into me suggestive-
ly, sliding his hand around 
front towards my crotch. I 
was so startled, all I could 
do was exclaim “Whoa!” 
and disentangle myself from 
him. We stared at each oth-
er for half a minute, and then 
he laughed and left to join 
the rest of my family in the 
living room. I am not inter-
ested in my sister’s closet-case husband. 
What the hell do I do here? I don’t want to 
destroy my sister’s family dynamic, but at 
the same time I feel that she deserves to 
know. 

Andy P.

Dear Andy,
One of the burdens of being comfort-

able in your sexuality is that people who 
have historically repressed parts of their 
own identity will often perceive your con-
fidence as permission to act inappropri-
ately around you. Whether this manifests 
as asking invasive questions, displaying 
poor judgment when it comes to discuss-
ing privileged information in public spaces, 
or feeling as though they have some level 
of access to your physical body, it’s bad 
boundaries, pure and simple. I’m so sorry 
that you were put in such an uncomfort-
able position without your consent, partic-

A Groping 
Brother-in-Law

Out
Andre Shakti

The In
and

ularly during a time where you assumed 
that you were in a safe space. 

Unfortunately, I don’t know what’s going 
on with your brother-in-law any more than 
you do. He could indeed be a “closet case,” 
but you also have to consider the possibility 
that there is information about your sister’s 
marriage that you’re not privy to. Your sister 
could already be well aware that her hus-
band desires men, and/or your sister and 
her husband could be involved in an open 
marriage. These aren’t justifications for the 
husband’s behavior, though; I highly doubt 
that your sister encouraged her partner to 
make moves on her younger brother. 

My subsequent advice relies heavily 
on the fact that your sister and her hus-
band have a child. In this situation, you 
have to do what’s best for that child’s 
quality of life. So, out of respect for your 
nephew, I would recommend trying to re-
solve this with your sister’s husband first. 
However, only initiate the conversation in a 
way that feels safe for you. If he suggests 
meeting in person, for example, and you’re 

concerned about a repeat of-
fense, then insist on a phone 
call instead. Don’t turn this 
into a fact-seeking mission 
about his sexual orientation, 
and don’t shame him about 
the possibility of being on 
the “down low.” Rather, the 
issues of consent and ap-
propriate boundaries – with 
respect for both his and your 
family moving forward – 
should be the focus. 

Preface the conversa-
tion by saying that you’re 
reserving judgment on his 
motivations for making the 

pass, but emphasize that regardless of 
what those motivations may be, the con-
tact was completely unacceptable. Be un-
ambiguous in that you have no feelings of 
attraction for him, and confidently assert 
that you are thoroughly invested in the 
health and happiness of your sister and 
nephew. Finally, encourage him to talk to 
your sister about what’s going on with him, 
and let him know that you will chalk this in-
cident up to a “misunderstanding” as long 
as he acts appropriately moving forward. 

If he listens to you and takes account-
ability for his actions – and you trust in his 
sincerity – then I would do your best to 
move on with your life. However, if you’re 
disappointed with the outcome of the con-
versation, or if there’s another incident in 
the future, I would broach the topic with 
your sister. In that event, feel free to write 
back to the column! Best wishes for a 
peaceful and satisfying resolution. t

credit: TGdigital
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Once, When We 
Were Heroes

forward and grief subsided and lives moved 
on. But make no mistake, there are heroes 
among us right now.

There is a shy, friendly man at my gym. 
There was a time when his sick roommate 
deliberately overdosed after his father told 
him that people with unspeakable diseases 
will suffer in hell. My gym friend performed 
CPR for an hour before help arrived, but the 
body never heard a loving word again.

There is courage among us, astonishing 
courage, and we summoned it and survived. 
And then years passed. We got new jobs 
and changed gyms.

There was a time when old friends called 
to say goodbye, and by “goodbye” they 
meant forever. When all of us had a file fold-
er marked “Memorial” that outlined how we 
wanted our service to be conducted. When 
people shot themselves and jumped off 
bridges after getting 

their test results.
There is profound, 

shocking sadness here, 
right here among us, but 
years went by and medicine got better and 
we found other lives to lead. Our sadness is 
a distant, dark dream.

My best friend Stephen just bought a 
new condo. He’s having a ball picking out 
furniture. But there was a time when he 
knew all the intensive care nurses by name. 
When a phone call late at night always 
meant someone had died. And just who, ex-
actly, was anyone’s guess.

Stephen tested positive in the 1980s, 
shortly after I did. A few months after the 
devastating news, he agreed to facilitate a 
support group with me. We regularly saw 
men join the group, get sick and die, often 
within weeks.

Watching them disintegrate felt like a 

each year, in honor of World aidS day 
on december 1st, i share my piece “once, 
When We Were Heroes.” i will never, ever 
capture the early days of aidS any better 
than this. i’m proud of it, yes, but it’s strange 
because i feel like i channeled it rather 
than wrote it. i think some old friends might 
have helped me with this one. 
thanks for 
reading and 
for sharing 
this.
my BRoTh-
eR RichaRd 
smiles a lot. 
He has an 
easy laugh. 
But there was a 
time, years ago, 
when he held a 
poisonous drink 
in his hands 
and begged his 
dying lover not 
to swallow it. A 
time when Rich-
ard held the con-
coction they had 
prepared together 
and wept.

Emil couldn’t wait. He took the drink from 
Richard quickly, because the release it of-
fered was something more rapturous than 
the appeals of his lover of 13 years.

It was Emil’s wish to die on his own 
terms if living became unbearable, a prom-
ise made one to the other. When that time 
arrived, however, Richard wanted another 
moment, just a little more time to say, “I love 
you, Emil,” over and over again, before the 
drink would close Emil’s eyes and quietly kill 
him.

Richard has a charming store in my 
hometown today, where he sells collectibles 
and does theatre in his free time. The drink 
was consumed more than 30 years ago.

There were people who displayed re-
markable courage then. People who lived 
and died by their promises and shared the 
intimacy of death, and then the world moved 

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

Richard 
king and 

emil matzner, 
1982
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preview of coming attractions. But Stephen 
was remarkable, a reassuring presence to 
everyone, and worked with the group for 
more than a year despite the emotional toll 
and the high body count.

There is bravery here, still, living all 
around us. But the bravest time was many 
years ago, and times change and the yard 
needs landscaping and there’s a brunch to-
morrow.

There was a time when I sat beside 
friends in their very last minutes of life, and 
I helped them relax, perhaps surrender, and 
told them comforting stories. And lied to 
them.

Jeremy lost his mind weeks before he 
died. Sometimes he had moments of sanity, 
when we could have a coherent conversa-
tion before his dementia engulfed him again. 
It was a time when you were given masks 
and gloves to visit friends in the hospital.

He was agitated with the business of 
dying, and told me he couldn’t bear to miss 
what might happen after he’d gone. I had 
an idea.

“I tell you what,” I offered, “I’m from 
the future, and I can tell you anything you 
would like to know.”

“Okay then, what happens to my par-
ents?” he asked. I thought it might be a 
distracting game, but Jeremy’s confused 
mind took it very seriously.

“They went to Hollywood and won 
big on a game show, so they never did 
need your support in their old age,” I an-
swered. He barely took the time to enjoy 
this thought before his hand grabbed 
my wrist, tightly, almost frantically. He 
pulled me closer.

“When…” he began, and a mournful 
sob swelled inside him in an instant, his 
eyes begging for relief. “When does this 

end?” There was an awful, helpless silence. 
His eyes beckoned for a truth he could die 
believing.

“It does end,” I finally managed, although 
nothing suggested it would. “It ends, Jeremy, 
but not for a really long time.” He digested 
each word like a revelation, and slowly re-
laxed into sleep.

There is compassion here, enough for 
all the world’s deities and saints acting in 
concert. Infinite compassion for men who 
lived in fear and checked every spot when 
they showered for Kaposi sarcoma, and for 
disowned sons wasting away in the guest 
room of whoever had the space. But we get 
older, and friends don’t ask us to hold their 
hand when they stop breathing, and the fear 
fades and I bought new leather loafers and 
the White Party is coming.

The truth is simply this, and no one will 
convince me otherwise: My most coura-
geous self, the best man that I’ll ever be, 

lived more than two decades ago during the 
first years of a horrific plague.

He worked relentlessly alongside a mil-
lion others who had no choice but to act. He 
secretly prayed to survive, even above the 
lives of others, and his horrible prayer was 
answered with the death of nearly everyone 
close to him.

To say I miss that brutal decade would 
only be partially true. I miss the man I was 
forced to become, when an entire communi-
ty abandoned tea dances for town hall meet-
ings, when I learned to offer help to those 
facing what terrified me most.

Today, the lives of those of us who wit-
nessed the horror have become relatively 
normal again, perhaps mundane. We prefer 
it. We have new lives in a world that isn’t 
choking on disease.

But once, there was a time when we 
were heroes. t

(i was honored to receive an award from 
the National Gay and lesbian Journalists 
association for this piece in 2007, written to 
commemorate World aidS day. it has since 
become my annual post for the occasion, 
gently edited. Here’s to a joyous and healthy 
holiday season for us all. – Mark)

ANDRE SHAKTI 
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If you enjoyed Thanksgiving, and if you 
enjoy the holidays with no problems ev-
ery year (or almost every year), and if 
you don’t know anyone who 
struggles with the holidays, 
then this column is not for 
you. Look at a different page.

The first part of this arti-
cle, in the last issue of bal-
timore outloud, explained how to use 
thought techniques to decrease or com-
pletely get rid of the negative, depressing 
thoughts that trouble many people around 
the holidays. Most of these are self-criti-

Thinking 
Through the 
Holidays 

cal thoughts. Once you identify these 
thoughts, you can see that they are not 
true and can stop them. 

To use these techniques, it’s import-
ant to understand that there is a thought 
that leads to every feeling. Identifying the 
thought you had just before an unpleasant 
feeling is the key to stopping the thoughts 
and feelings that can drag us down so 
much. Most of these negative thoughts 
do not hold up to scrutiny and can be 
erased, out-argued or defeated. 

Many people become anxious, over-
whelmed, angry, and even seriously de-
pressed at this time of year. For some 
people, upsetting and sometimes disabling 
feelings are triggered mainly by family. The 
triggering thought could be an in-person 

encounter with family members, 
a phone call, text, social media 
message or a Christmas card. 
It also could be a thought or a 
memory.

If you have trouble identify-
ing thoughts that set off feelings, think in 
terms of what the thought might be. Just a 
few types of negative thoughts account for 
much of the distress caused by family in-
teractions. These thoughts are criticisms of 

qUaliTy of life // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Part 2: Family 
issues

appearance, doubts 
about being lovable, 
and doubts about be-
ing competent or suc-
cessful. Many nega-
tive thoughts include 
negative comparisons 
of yourself with others. 
For example:

• I am (or should 
be) ashamed of my ap-
pearance / my body. All 
my cousins are (thinner, 
taller, blonder) than me.

• I am unsuccessful compared to other 
people. I’m a loser. A failure.

• everyone else is in a relationship, but 
no one wants me. No one ever will.

These thoughts can even stack up on 
each other, such as, “I’m so fat, old and 
ugly that I’ll never have a partner or get 
any recognition at work.”

Sometimes, you might be feeling fine, 
and it’s someone else’s comment, or what 
you think they may be thinking, that sets 
off your negative thoughts. Here are some 
examples.

• “My, you’re looking good. did you get 
that at Lane Bryant? Large-size clothes 
are so much nicer now than when we were 
growing up, aren’t they?” This means, 
“You look well-dressed but fat, and when 
we were younger you were poorly dressed 
and fat.”

Possible responses: 
Neutral: “Yes, clothes are nicer now.” 

Then change the topic: “do you think we’ll 
get much snow this winter?” Or

Responding in the spirit of their com-
ment: “Yes, they are nicer. I see you’re still 
making do with Walmart fashions?”

• “So, you’re by yourself again this 
year?” This means, “Poor thing, just can’t 
get a date, can you?”

Possible answers:
neutral: “I do enjoy my own company.” 

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center

Or
sarcastic: “I thought about 

bringing one of my lovers, but I didn’t want 
to make the others jealous.” Or

Very direct: “I see you’ve brought that 
same guy again.”

• “You don’t need that [high calorie 
food!]”

Responses: “I didn’t know you’d gone 
back to school for a nutrition degree!” Or 

“When I want your comments on my 
nutritional needs, I’ll ask you.”

“You’re still working at xxxx Company? 
No other offers, I guess?”

Responses:
neutral: “I prefer to stay where I am. I 

enjoy my job.” Or
snarky: “Yes, and I’ve heard you’ve 

just changed jobs again. They never seem 
to keep you past a year, do they?”

If you would rather not respond to im-
plied criticisms like those in these com-
ments, you might do best to avoid the 
settings and people from whom you are 
likely to hear them. Do what will leave you 
feeling best. There is a reason why movie 
theaters are open on the holidays. The one 
thing we’re guaranteed is that the holidays 
will be over by January 2nd! t

eva Hersh, md, is a family physician and 
fellow of the american academy of Family 
Physicians. Please send your questions and 
comments – on any medical topic – to her at 
publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com

grumpy Xmas 
to you, too!
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Worship  
Sunday, 11a.m.

Christian  
Education Classes
Sunday, 9:45 a.m.

Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322.  baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354.  boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue  
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542.  browndowntown.org 

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road
Baltimore MD 21209
443-992-7485.  chevreitzedek.org

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402.  beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130.  emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street.  
Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545.  firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330.  firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188.  govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555.  ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

Chevrei Tzedk Congregation
3101 Fallstaff Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21209

chevreitzedek@gmail.com 
www.chevreitzedek.org   

(443) 992-7485

RABBI RORY KATZ
JTS Gladstein Fellow
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liVely aRTs // OUT ON SCREEN

By fRankie kUJawa
Acclaimed director Sidney Lumet once 
said in his book making movies, “I don’t 
know how to choose work that illuminates 
what my life is about. I don’t 
know what my life is about 
and don’t examine it. My life 
will define itself as I live it.”

In the upcoming film 
as long as i’m Famous di-
rector-screenwriter Bruce 
Reisman creates a deeply 
moving, romantic, and witty 
homage to classic Broad-
way and Hollywood legends. 
Inspired by real events that 
took place during the sum-
mer of 1948, the film inter-
twines the lives of several 
show-business and celebrity luminaries 
who mingled with Broadway’s elite. 

Now in its final phases of post-produc-
tion with a 2019 release date, as long as 
i’m Famous is told through the eyes of a 
then very unknown writer-director-actor, 

26-year old Sidney Lumet (played by Aar-
on Fors). The character leads audiences 
through the journey of his youthful past, 
in particular the summer of 1948, when 

his path crossed the then-
screen legend Montgomery 
Clift (played by newcomer 
Gavin Adams) at the Actors 
Studio. And so, begins Sid’s 
very discreet and deeply 
emotional relationship with 
the then 28-year-old Clift. 
Although Clift’s bisexuality 
was one of the worse kept 
secrets in Hollywood, his 
“bromance-plus” with Lumet 
was unknown to everyone 
except the characters in this 
movie. 

As a typist for Joshua Logan (played 
by Nicholas Luna), Sid becomes both an 
observer and a player in the glamorous go-
ings-on of the Pulitzer Prize playwright-di-
rector of South Pacific, mr. roberts, Picnic, 
annie Get Your Gun, and Logan’s colorful 

Secret Relationships in 
the Golden Age of Films

As Long as 
I’m Famous 
explores a world 
of erotic and 
romantic privacy 
we can only 
imagine today

circle of friends in what was soon to be 
seen as the Golden Age of Broadway. 
As Josh Logan fights manic-depression, 
in and out of Bellevue in 1948, his es-
tranged wife Nedda Logan (played by Ca-
mille Montgomery) hooks up with a family 
friend, 1926 boxing champ Gene Tunney 
(played by David Chokachi). For Choka-
chi, this career-defining change-of-pace 
performance is as far away from baywatch 
as the actor could get.

Reisman’s screenplay was inspired by 
and based on his own mentorship and con-
versations with Joshua Logan from 1979 
until 1987. The film’s 
theme is a now-lost 
integrity of privacy: 
Reisman shows how 
“behind the curtain” 
of show-business, 
actors, writers, and 
directors not only 
kept secrets but did 
so very easily. In 
1948 these taboo 
dalliances were not 
made public be-
cause, as Logan 
related to Reisman, 
“Nobody cared in 

those days. It was about the work of these 
artists, and not what they did in their bed-
rooms, that mattered to the public and the 
press.”

Be sure to stay tuned to baltimore 
outloud for upcoming exclusive inter-
views with the cast and creative team 
for as long as 
i’m Famous. For 
more info on the 
upcoming film, 
visit Broadwood-
media.com. t

The passion of 
montgomery clift 

and sidney lumet 
reimagined in As Long 

As I’m Famous
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By gRegg shaPiRo
The concept of singer/songwriters revisit-
ing their work in new and different settings 
is not an original one. Some of the most 
interesting include Joni Mitchell’s travel-
ogue, Cyndi Lauper’s the body acoustic, 
and, more recently, the Indigo Girls’ live 
with the University of Colorado Symphony 
Orchestra. On in the blue light (Legacy), 
a new studio album that marks Paul Si-
mon’s return to the Sony Music family of 
labels, the legendary artist offers “fresh 
perspectives” on ten of his favorite songs. 
That’s an important distinction, because if 
you were expecting to hear some of your 
favorites, you’ll have to look elsetwhere. 
Simon reaches as far back as 1973 for 
“One Man’s Ceiling is Another Man’s 
Floor” (from there Goes rhymin’ Simon), 
a song that is likely a fan-favorite as well. 
The only other song from a 1970s al-
bum, “Some Folks’ Lives Roll Easy” (from 
1975’s Still crazy after all these Years) is 
given a stripped-down jazz-oriented read-
ing (featuring Jack DeJohnette on drums 
and Joe Lovano on sax). Of Simon’s 1980s 
songs represented here (from one-trick 
Pony and Hearts and bones), it’s “Rene 
and Georgette Magritte with 

Their Dog After the War” (from the lat-
ter) that is the most memorable. Perhaps 
the strangest aspect of in the blue light 
is the number of songs (four) from 2000’s 
mostly forgettable You’re the one album, 
none of which has the impact of new ren-

Cover Stories
liVely aRTs // QMUSIC

dition of “Questions for the Angels” 
(from 2011’s So beautiful or So What). 
On the gorgeous (and bare-bones) EP 
Great thunder (Merge), Waxahatchee 
(aka Katie Crutchfield) reinvents six 
songs she recorded as the duo 

Great thunder (along with Keith 
Spencer of Swearin’). Joined by mu-
sicians Brad Cook and Zach Hanson, 
Waxahatchee turns songs such as “Takes 
So Much,” “Slow You Down,” “You’re Wel-
come,” and “Singer’s No Star” into utter-
ly breathtaking experiences. Contrary to 
the aforementioned song title, this singer 
is a star. As is often the case with EPs, 
this one will leave you longing for more. 
Regardless, Great Thunder is very high-
ly recommended! Since the beginning of 
the 21st century, singer/songwriter Judith 
Owen has usually found a way to incorpo-
rate cover tunes on her albums of original 
material. As you might have gleaned from 
the title, her latest, rediscovered (Twanky), 
is Owen’s interpretation of a dozen songs 
written by others. Joni Mitchell, to whom 
Owen has been compared, is represent-
ed by two late-career songs (thankfully, 
Owen avoided “River” or anything else 
from blue), “Cherokee Louise” and “Ladies 
Man,” both of which are presented in rev-
erential versions. Owen’s choices, in both 
material and arrangements, are alternately 
rewarding and bizarre. Her takes on Jus-
tin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the Feeling,” 

Chris Cornell / Soundgarden’s “Black Hole 
Sun” and the Beatles’ “Blackbird” are all 
pleasing. But a ballad reading of “Summer 
Nights” (from Grease) comes to a grinding 
halt, a damp version of “Smoke on the Wa-
ter” and a tepid version of Donna Summer’s 
“Hot Stuff” are questionable at best. If Bob 
Dylan could record a Frank Sinatra album, 
wasn’t it only a matter of time until Willie 
Nelson would do one? Nelson, a highly re-
spected songwriter in his own right, with a 
history of making albums of pop standards 
(see 1978’s Stardust), sings Sinatra on my 
Way (Legacy). Perhaps it’s Nelson’s age, 
85, that makes these songs sound both 
sweet and melancholy. After all, Sinatra 
was a much younger man when he first re-
corded “One for My Baby (And One More 
for the Road),” “I’ll Be Around,” “Summer 
Wind,” “Fly Me to the Moon,” “My Way,” 
and even “It Was a Very Good Year,” and 
“Young at Heart.” Still, it’s a pleasure hear 
Nelson having his way with these classics. 
Brazilian vocalist Luciana Souza applies 
a poetic twist to her new album The Book 
of Longing (Sunnyside). Souza, who wrote 
all the music, has set poems by Leonard 
Cohen, Emily Dickinson, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, and Christina Rosetti to music. That 
counts as covers, right? Standouts include 
Souza’s musical reinventions of Cohen’s 
“Night Song” and “Paris,” Dickinson’s “We 
Grow Accustomed to the Dark,” Rosetti’s 
“Remember,” and Millay’s “Alms.” Current-
ly starring on Broadway (at the time of this 
writing) as Elphaba in Wicked, Jessica 
Vosk has a voice as big as Times Square. 
For her debut album Wild and Free (Broad-
way Records), Vosk draws on a variety of 

Jessica
Vosk

sources for a varied and enjoyable album. 
She knows her way around a pop song, as 
you can hear on her interpretations of Sia 
(“Chandelier”), Prince (“Nothing Compares 
2 U”), Melanie (“Brand New Key”), Jon 
Bellion (“Woke the Fuck Up”), and Jessie 
J (“Masterpiece”). As expected, Vosk also 
dips into the show tunes pool, performing 
songs from chess (“Nobody’s Side”), Wait-
ress (“What Baking Can Do”), the Secret 
Garden (“Hold On”), and Funny Girl (“The 
Music that Makes Me Dance”). Like Jes-
sica Vosk, Mandy Barnett has a strong 
connection to the stage, having portrayed 
country music legend Patsy Cline in the 
musical 

always … Patsy cline. On Strange 
conversation (Thirty Tigers), her first al-
bum in five years, Barnett covers Sonny & 
Cher (“A Cowboy’s Work is Never Done”), 
Tom Waits (“Puttin’ On the Dog”), and Neil 
Sedaka (“My World Keeps Slipping Away,” 
as well as country and blues standbys Lee 
Hazelwood (“The Fool”), Ted Hawkins (the 
title tune), and Andre Williams (“More Lo-
vin’” and “Put a Chain on It”). Who runs 
the World (Rockabye Baby) is the latest 
installment in the series of bedtime albums 
in which rock and pop songs are trans-
formed into soothing, instrumental lullaby 
versions. In case you didn’t guess from the 
title, this album includes songs by female 
music legends, including Beyoncé (“Run 
the World”), Janet Jackson (“What Have 
You Done For Me Lately”), Sia (“Chande-
lier”), Missy Elliott (“Work It”), Madonna 
(“Express Yourself”), Miley Cyrus (“Wreck-
ing Ball”), Taylor Swift (“Look What You 
Made Me Do”), and Rihanna (“Work”). t

Brazilian 
singer
luciana 
souza
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By fRankie kUJawa 
Rufus Wainwright once said, “I like to make 
the mundane fabulous whenever I can,” and 
for over two decades that is exactly what the 
singer, songwriter, and composer has done. 
Performing at the Strathmore in Bethes-
da, Maryland, on Saturday, December 8th, 
Wainwright brings his “All These Poses An-
niversary Tour” to the Mid-Atlantic region to 
the delight of his fans. The concert tour com-
memorates the 20th anni-
versary of his 1998 self-titled 
debut album, as well as his 
second studio album, 2001’s 
Poses. The American-Cana-
dian artist recently chatted 
with baltimore outloud re-
garding his upcoming tour, 
his new music and his hope 
for the future.

Phoning in while on tour 
in Minneapolis, Wainwright 
explained that this tour has 
allowed him to explore the 
dichotomy within as he has 
been looking forward to sing-
ing the longing melodies of a 
boy with the grown voice of a 
man. “I’m not a Hindu,” Wainwright began, 
“but I do have some Hindu beliefs and I be-
lieve that essentially as each person gets 
older they become more and more a person 
who is comprised of many separate individu-
als from within. With my first album and Pos-
es I believe those are certain branches that 
I can look at with a different perspective now 
that I’m ‘higher up in the foliage,’ if you will. 
So with this tour it’s a mixture of becoming 
and going into that younger person and in-
habiting that soul and 
give that person some 
perspective. I do, in 
fact, believe in a cer-
tain duality and that 
we are comprised of 
many, many beings.”

Along with his 
tour, Wainwright re-
cently released the song “Sword of Damo-
cles,” which debuted around the November’s 
midterm elections. The song is Wainwright’s 
artistic response to what he saw as the col-
lapse of the American government’s legiti-
macy and its far-ranging effects. However, 
as Wainwright explained, the song’s mean-
ing is bigger than just that. “I’m a little bit 
amazed, which I don’t know if it’s good or 

bad, but I haven’t seen very many who have 
defined what I was going for in terms of re-
ferring to the ‘Sword.’ A lot of people asked if 
I was referring to Trump and questioned how 
he fits in to all this.” 

The song, which was inspired by a 
conversation Wainwright once had with his 
friend, the late Carrie Fisher, comes from 
the famed, ancient parable of impending 
doom risked by those in positions of pow-

er. The timeless tale points 
out the hard fact that with 
great power comes great 
responsibility, and for all 
concerned, great danger. 
“At the end of the day, I 
was trying to say that we’re 
all in this situation togeth-
er. We are all the King 
and we are all Damocles, 
and the sword is above all 
of our heads. For better 
or worse it has to come 
down. The shit, essential-
ly, has to hit the fan. So, 
it’s a broader message 
than just attacking Trump 
or realizing how terrible 

the Republicans are in this 
country. It’s going to take all 
hands-on-deck for us to pull 

together to get through.”
The energy that emanates from Wain-

wright’s soulful music has inspired so many, 
especially many LGBTQ folks, something 
Wainwright is very proud of. “As I get older 
and I meet people my age or younger who 
really depended on my music, in a sense, 
to guide them at certain points of their lives 

is somewhat over-
whelming. It was 
never my intention to 
be a role model or to 
be a force for change 
in that way. I was just 
trying to express my-
self artistically and to 
be truthful. So, I’m 

pleasantly proud of what occurred as a re-
sult of my music.”

Looking to the future with husband Jörn 
Weisbrodt and daughter Viva, Wainwright is 
currently finishing his next album in the stu-
dio right now. “My next album will probably 
be out in 2020, at this point, but there’s a 
bunch of new material that’s slated for re-
lease soon. After my recent success with 

Rufus Wainwright Brings Anniversary Tour 
to Mid-Atlantic Region

Rufus 
wainwright

my opera, there has been a lot of interest 
in some new works, as well. Now I’m oper-
ating on all my cylinders; whether if it’s in 
the pop world or theater world. As for my 
creative outlook, we are in the ‘eye of the 
storm,’ so look out!”

Wainwright added that he has a lot of Eu-
ropean projects that are currently in the mix, 
and one artist in particular that he would love 
to work with. “I’ve put this out there for al-
most 20 years now, but I would really love to 
work with Bjork!” Wainwright laughed, add-
ing “Hello, Bjork! Where are you?” 

While reflecting over his career in cele-
bration of this 20th anniversary tour, Wain-
wright maintained that the next 20 years 

“I tend to think of life 
as a tree – as you get 

older different branches 
grow.”

will be filled with what really matters most 
to him. “I’m a dad now, and a husband, 
and we work very hard to put in the time to 
make both of those human situations oper-
ate. So, I think at the top of my list is that 
I have a healthy, happy child and a good 
marriage. Watching everything that went on 
with those horrible fires out in Los Angeles 
recently, where we also have a home, has 
been so tragic. One of my dreams is that 
as a human community of earthlings that 
we manage to get together and focus on 
climate change and how we can keep this 
world inhabitable. For me, that would be a 
good place to start.” t

For more info, visit Strathmore.org. 
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liVely aRTs // MUSIC

By BRynn deVeReaUX
Legend has it that when Handel’s messiah 
debuted in 1742, King George II was so 
moved by the “Hallejuah” chorus that he 
stood up, and the audience followed suit. 
Whether or not this is true, 
standing during the song be-
came a musical tradition that 
has lasted the centuries. On 
December 8th and 9th, at-
tendees of Handel’s Messiah 
performed by the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO) 
and Concert Artists of Baltimore Symphon-
ic Chorale (CAB) will be able to partake in 
the tradition at the Joseph Meyerhoff Sym-
phony Hall.

Conductor Edward Polochick will lead 
the BSO and CAB in this annual favorite. 
“After over three decades of preparing 
and performing Handel’s messiah, I can-
not imagine a season without conducting 
this masterpiece of Western civilization,” 
says Polochick. “It’s become as much and 
as important a tradition to the performers 
as it has been for our audiences, and we 
all look forward to many future seasons of 
bringing this centuries old music back to 
life.”

Despite being over 270 years old, this 
masterpiece has withstood the test of 
time and continues to impress audiences 
year after year. “When one considers that 
Handel, in a manic phase of inspiration, 
composed this gigantic score just within 
three weeks, and realize 
that the popularity of this 
music has only increased 
over the centuries, one 
recognizes the greatness 
and overwhelming genius 
of a work which could only 
have come about through 
divine inspiration. The 
very fact that messiah is 
music which continually 
garners more and new 
‘converts’ year after year, 
and continues to be an 
annual tradition for the 
audience, is testimony to 
the timelessness of this 
great work of art,” says Polochick. 

Audiences can expect to see a concert 
that honors both the composer and the tal-
ents of the musicians featured in the per-
formance. “Over the three-and-a-half-plus 
decades of performing messiah, we have 
realized that our performances of Handel’s 
messiah have evolved (and continue to 
evolve) into a unique ‘version’ which is for-

ever fresh and exciting, with new insights 
into the deeper meaning of this work of art,” 
says Polochick. “The BSO players and the 
singers in CAB have dedicated themselves 
to creating the greatest possible ‘version’ 
of Messiah, and the returning audiences 
seem to recognize these efforts.

It is because of this kind 
of dedication to the com-
poser and the score that 
this season’s performanc-
es will be as unique as the 
first times we performed 
the work decades ago. The 
message of messiah is one 

of great joy, celebration, and dramatic in-
tensity which inspires the performers to 
deliver exciting and electric performances 
each season. This enables us to present 
compelling presentations which tend to be 

unique to each individual performance. We 
consider ourselves extremely fortunate to 
have the opportunity to be able to perform 
messiah year after year, and we are grate-

ful to our audiences and supporters for en-
abling us to offer this magical, compelling, 
timeless, and meaningful musical treasure. 
It truly is a very special gift.” t

Handel’s messiah will be performed on 
december 8th at 8 pm and december 9th 
at 3 pm at the Joseph meyerhoff Sympho-
ny Hall. For ticket information, visit bSo-
music.org.

Hallelujah!

“Despite being over 
270 years old, this 

masterpiece has 
withstood the test of 
time and continues to 

impress audiences year 
after year.”

By BRynn deVeReaUX
For Joanna Gaines, designing a home 
is less about style rules and more about 
telling a story. A home can be curated for 
perfection, but it can also be designed to 
tell the story of the people who inhabit it 
– their lives, travels, interests, personality, 
and more. That narrative is what turns a 
building into a place that people want to 
live in and love instead of being a modern 
version of the “nice room” at grandma’s 
house that was only for special company. 
Homebody: a Guide to creating Spaces 
You Never Want to leave is tailored to help 
you tell that story. 

This may be the “Fixer Upper” star’s 

first de-
sign book, but it contains nearly 20 years 
of design experience. Homebody is more 
than a book full of pretty pictures (al-
though, the photos are lovely) – it’s about 
cultivating a design that reflects you, build-
ing a space you’d not only want to hang 
out in, but in which to build relationships. 
“The world can feel overwhelming with its 
pace and noise, its chaos and expecta-
tions,” write Gaines. “Home for me is like 
the eye of a hurricane. There’s a certain 
calm I experience there no matter what is 
swirling outside. Home is where I feel safe, 
it’s the place where I am most known and 
most loved.” 

// BETWEEN THE COVERS

Homebody begins with a brief look at 
six foundational design styles: farmhouse, 
modern, rustic, industrial, traditional, and 
boho. There are 22 homes featured, in-
cluding the 
f a r m h o u s e 
Gaines shares 
with her hus-
band, Chip, 
and their five 
children. Each 
chapter is ded-
icated to a specific room and contains a 
list of aspects to consider when design-
ing as well as troubleshooting tips. There 
is a section in the back to take notes and 

a workbook to draw room 
layouts for your space. The 
design is simple and classic, 
and the book will look amaz-
ing on your coffee table or 
styled bookshelf when you’re 
through absorbing design 
knowledge. 

This is not a book for the 
person looking for perfection 
or status through style. While 
the photographed rooms look 
perfect, they are meant to in-
spire rather than copy. Gaines 
writes to help readers analyze 
the function of each room and 
how it fits into their home or 
usage. Most of the designs 
reflect Gaines’s style, but she 
encourages readers to take 
risks. Go bold with color, el-
ements, or furniture because 
all of it can be changed or ad-
justed. The principles outlined 
within the pages are easy to 
implement and Gaines’s writing 
takes most of the anxiety out of 
interior design. If you’re some-
one who has always wanted to 
create a home 

like Joanna Gaines, then 
this book if for you. t

Your Castle, Your Refuge

Design Like 
Joanna Gaines 

with Homebody
Handel’s 
Messiah at the 
BSO

classy, comfy 
interiors are 
what gaines 

strives for
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liVely aRTs // OUT ON STAGE

By fRankie kUJawa
Audiences will run “Wil-
de” this month at Every-
man Theatre’s produc-
tion of the importance of 
being earnest. Running 
through December 30th, 
the production directed 
by Joseph Ritsch is Os-
car Wilde’s much-loved 
tour-de-farce which lam-
poons Victorian norms. 
Audiences will enjoy a 
jovial joyride of double 
lives, double entendres, 
and labyrinthine twists 
and turns. 

Algernon’s cous-
in Gwendolen and her 
friend Cecily both fall for 
a man named Ernest (of 
whom Lady Bracknell 
disapproves), but wheth-
er wit or wisdom will pre-
vail is anybody’s guess. Courtships, class, 
and convention square off with handbags, 
puns, and perambulators in this delicious-
ly quotable comedy. Company member 
Bruce Randolph Nelson, who plays Lady 
Bracknell, recently chatted with baltimore 
outloud (in full costume and 
make up) to describe the up-
coming performance.

frankie kujawa: what 
can audiences expect from 
this fresh rendition of wil-
de’s classic?

Bruce Randolph nel-
son: A fun time, for sure. 
This is one of the rare times 
that Everyman gets to do a 
production that the entire 
family can come and enjoy. 
The word play will be fun, and 
certainly a man in a woman’s 
dress is pretty funny, and a 
fun side-gag. For those audi-
ence members who will be able to see be-
yond the fluff, they’ll find some great lan-
guage in the production. It’s a comedy of 
manners that doesn’t slack on the side of 
skewering social mores and pretensions. 

could you describe a little about 
your character, lady Bracknell?

She’s a battle-axe in a lot of ways. She 
is like a bull in a china shop. She wants 
her daughter married to the right kind of 
young man. As a Victorian woman, there 

are some very high stan-
dards that men and women 
had to abide by. [Bracknell] 
has decided that she is the 
arbiter of high standards and 
she will not cut anyone any 
slack. She keeps the audi-
ence, and her daughter, on 
a short, controlled leash. 

with new motion pic-
tures and biographies be-
ing released, why do you 
think that oscar wilde has 
seen such a resurgence 
lately?

You know, it’s funny. The 
fall from grace that Wilde 
experienced is one of the 
reasons why the play sur-
vives. And, right now, we 

are in a time, culturally, when gay 
marriage seems threatened. I don’t 
know how legitimate the fear is, but 
I think that when you look at the 

way the Supreme Court is stacked – we 
are threatened with constriction if nothing 
else. Another reason this resonates now is 
because this is a gay playwright, and how 
much we need to feature him. But, we also 
need some fun theatre to go to and forget 

for a little bit. 
what are some of the 

themes explored in this 
play?

Well, you take any play 
and it’s going to hit on 
three things – love, power 
and control. The prevail-
ing theme here is you have 
lovers who want each oth-
er, but suddenly can’t have 
each other, or they love 
each other and suddenly 
they don’t want each other. 
It’s certainly a love entan-
glement, but also the strug-
gle for who has the power. 

Who can control their power and can have 
the upper hand? 

how does this performance explore 
the roles of gender and sexuality for au-
diences?

One of the roles this play explores, 
gender-wise, asks who really has the pow-
er and who wields the power? The women 
in earnest are very adept at playing so-
ciety’s game. It seems like these women 
definitely know what’s going on, and Wilde 

The Importance of Being 
Earnest at Everyman

The importance of 
being dainty – Oscar 
Wilde’s earnest at 
Everyman Theatre

Wilde’s tour-
de-farce is a 
jovial joyride 
of double 
lives, double 
entendres, and 
labyrinthine 
twists and turns. 

wrote them that way. He wrote them to be 
definitely more smarter and more in control 
than women may have been during that 
time. t

everyman theatre will also present 
“Go oscar Wilde” Pride Night during the 
run of the importance of Being earnest. 
Held on Friday, december 14th, audiences 
can celebrate the holiday season in com-
munity with discounted tickets and a pre-
show happy hour featuring drink specials, 
light nosh, and a conversation with direc-
tor Joseph W. ritsch about his inspiration 
for the show and the meaningful, relevant 
history of playwright oscar Wilde’s life. 
Save 10% on tickets to the importance of 
Being earnest with code GoWilde19. For 
more info, visit: everymantheatre.org.

By fRankie kUJawa
Baltimore audiences will journey to the 
past this month as anastasia waltzes into 
the Hippodrome Theatre. Running through 
Sunday, December 9th, anastasia trans-
ports audiences from the twilight of the 
Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris 
in the 1920s, as a brave young woman 
named Anya sets out to discover the mys-
tery of her past. Pursued by a ruthless So-
viet officer determined to silence her, Anya 
enlists the aid of a dashing conman and 
a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they em-
bark on an epic adventure to help her find 
home, love, and family. baltimore outloud 
recently chatted with actor Stephen Brow-
er who plays Dmitry in the performance.

“In short,” Brower began. “anastasia is 
an epic journey that’s full of romance, dan-
ger, and beautiful costumes. It’s a beautiful 
story to watch unfold with projection, set 
designs, costumes and an amazing score. 
It’s a perfect date night, as well as a per-
fect family night. anastasia is a journey 
that everyone can relate to.” 

Brower, a Tulsa, Oklahoma, native, 
started performing in community theatre 
when he was eight years old. “It was a way 
for me to get out of the house. I performed 
through middle school and started taking 
things more seriously. So, I went to sum-
mer camps and had audition coaches. Tul-
sa doesn’t have a great theatre scene but, 
like my character Dmitry who dreams big, 
I found a coach and was able to go to Tex-
as State University. They have a fantastic 
new program for musical theatre, and it re-
ally helped me to find myself as an artist. 

I graduated and then moved to New York 
City, and the rest is history.”

The character that Brower plays in the 
production, Dmitry, is complex. “Dmitry is a 
con man and is in some ways an orphan. 
He’s a self-made man who raised himself 
on the streets of Saint Petersburg. He’s op-
portunistic and wants out of Russia during 
this political time. He finds in this girl Anya 
an opportunity to trick her into thinking she 

could be this princess. They then set off for 
Paris to see if they can pull off this con.”

Brower added, “I think I relate to his 
ambition and his sense of being a dreamer. 
He doesn’t let anyone get in the way of his 
dreams or what he hopes to accomplish. 
He thinks very big and I can relate to that. 
He’s energetic and funny in a quirky kind-
of-way. I don’t know if I can say that totally 
about myself, but it’s definitely something I 
want to explore.”

When asked about why the tale of the 
Romanov Dynasty has endured for so 
many years, Brower explained, “Histori-
cally, the Russian revolution happened be-
cause the people were upset with the gov-
ernment, with its imperialism. The people 
then took that away and replaced it with 
something the people weren’t happy with. 
So, there then was this rumor that the Prin-
cess Anastasia could be alive, and it was 
a symbol of hope that the people of Rus-
sia could return to this nobility and grace. 
They had a lot of problems in Russia at 
this time, and this was something every-
one could hope and strive for. It mirrors, 
to a degree, American politics. In a way, 
we have taken down the nobility and grace 
of our presidency, and people are starting 
to realize that maybe that wasn’t a great 
idea. People are now beginning to realize 
that maybe there is something to be said 
about having something to strive and hope 
for that is greater than ourselves.” t

Anastasia at Hippodrome

“Anastasia transports 
audiences from the 

twilight of the Russian 
Empire to the euphoria 
of Paris in the 1920s, 

as a brave young 
woman named Anya 

sets out to discover the 
mystery of her past
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liVely aRTs // OUT ON STAGE

By fRankie kUJawa
The seaweed is definite-
ly greener at Toby’s Din-
ner Theatre as the little 
mermaid swims into town 
this month. Running until 
January 13th, 2019, the 
beloved Disney tale fol-
lows the beautiful young 
mermaid, Ariel, who lives 
in a magical kingdom be-
neath the sea, yet longs 
to leave her ocean home 
to live in the world above 
with Prince Eric. balti-
more outloud recently 
chatted with Justin Cal-
houn who plays Prince 
Eric in the production.

“I think audiences 
should expect to see a 
dazzling retelling of the 
classic Disney story,” Calhoun began. “It’s 
something to see! The story you saw as 
a child will come alive two feet in front 
of you. And hopefully, regardless of age, 
audiences will be moved by the story and 
take this journey once again.”

Calhoun’s Eric has been enjoyable for 
the actor to play. “He isn’t your tradition-
al Disney Prince. He loves being a sailor 
more than being a prince, and never loses 
that love for the sea. Prince Eric can feel 

more down-to-earth than 
other princes. I hope to 
embody this adventurous 
spirit, and to show that 

dreams are meant to be pursued. 
Also, to never give up on what you 
may be chasing.”

the little mermaid has an en-
during legacy for audiences both 

young and old. Calhoun agreed. “To be 
honest, I don’t know why the story sticks 
with you – it just does. Maybe, it’s the mu-
sic? Maybe it’s the fact that all of these 
characters are so vivid and full of life? This 
story always gives you something new to 
see; a side of it that you never noticed be-
fore. Every time you see it, you can discov-
er something new. It’s fresh every time.” 

Toby’s Dinner Theatre is a jewel in the 
Columbia theatre community, Calhoun 
says. “Dinner theater offers audiences 
something they can’t get anywhere else,” 
he goes on. “It’s a chance to truly connect 
with your audience in a way you wouldn’t 

The Little Mermaid Swims into Toby’s Dinner Theatre

conjuring a future 
with Prince charming 
eric in The Little 
Mermaid

5900 Symphony Woods Road • Columbia, MD  21044 • Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.

Order On-Line at
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

410-730-8311

A MUST SEE SEASON!

Let Me Entertain You!

®

have the opportunity to in oth-
er theatre settings. I find that 
he people who attend dinner 
theatre care not only about the 
quality of the show, but you 
as a performer and a person. 
It’s rare to do a job where you 
can connect so freely with the 
audience before ever donning 
a costume. And at Toby’s, it’s 
taken to the next level. The cre-
ative team cares about the cal-
iber of the show they have on 
their hands. They never relax 
and say, ‘That’s good enough.’ 
It’s a constant forward motion 
which drives you to want to be 
a better performer, regardless 
on which stage you are per-
forming. And I believe that au-
diences, and fellow actors, will 
appreciate it that.” t

For more info on the little 
mermaid at toby’s dinner the-
atre, visit tobysdinnertheatre.
com.

heterosexual 
bliss –Prince 
eric & ariel

abby 
middleton 

as ariel
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The holiday season is under way and, once 
again, I’m completely overwhelmed with a 
sense of wonder and joy. As soon as lights 
start to appear on houses 
and streets, I am trans-
ported back to childhood. 
It was a time when any-
thing could happen; mir-
acles were expected; and 
love abounded. At least, 
that’s how I remember it.

Having a small child 
in your home for the hol-
idays helps bring this 
wonderment to life. We 
decorated a little ear-
ly this year, at least it 
was early for our home. 
Thanksgiving weekend 
was spent putting up the trees. We have 
five. We decorated the house and put on 
the Christmas music. Through it all, Cas-
sandra was in the middle of everything. 

She helped hang the lights and orna-

ments. She squealed with joy at the in-
flatables that appeared on our lawn. She 
danced to the Christmas songs that blared 
through the house. And, when presents 
appeared, I thought she might melt into a 
little puddle of happiness. 

Cassandra just turned three. This year, 
Christmas is an occasion to anticipate and 
enjoy. She understands who Santa is and 
what that means for her Christmas morn-
ing. Our first batch of Christmas cookies 
was deemed yummy. For a three-year-old, 
this is certainly a magical time.

But, what about the rest of us? A few 
minutes observing the wonder in a child’s 
eyes is great, but is it enough to get us 
through the season? After all, people can 
get cranky and pushy as they try to pur-
chase the perfect gifts for their loved ones. 

Weather can cause frustrations 
that make us act out during the 
day. And things that are complete-
ly out of our control, like govern-
ment shutdowns, make our finan-
cial realities a struggle. It can be 
more than we can bear. 

We’ve made it a point to con-
centrate on making the holidays 
magical for our children. We focus 
on giving more than receiving. We 
look for ways to give back to those 
in need. We spend our time look-
ing for ways to make other peo-
ple happy. And, believe it or not, 
it helps.

I encourage you all to put differences 
aside this month. Find ways to embrace 
those who are hesitant to embrace you. 
Give the children in your life a few weeks 
of wonder, magic, and love.  t

  oUT in The Valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Wonder & 
Joy

240-420-2180

What 
exterminators 

are to termites, 
three-year-

olds are 
to ‘Bah-

humbugs’

As a short, skinny kid with an eye patch who 
became a short, less-skinny, permanent-
ly-winking adult, people always assumed 
what I could not do. As a child, people took 
one look and concluded that I was either fee-
ble-minded or -bodied. I applaud my moth-
er for always being vocal with others about 
that reality, but I never thought about how 
exhausting that must 
have been. Now, as 
an out-and-flag-wear-
ing trans man, I realize 
that I’ve traded one 
assumption for anoth-
er. Between my work 
for Hagerstown Hopes 
and my slowly-growing 
potential reader base, I realize that I’m con-
stantly representing something bigger than 
myself. While I’m just one of many, in my 
corner of West Virginia and Maryland, for 
many I’m the only trans person they’ve met. 
The pressure of knowing that is exhausting 
and I struggle sometimes. While no one per-
son and situation are the same, I know that 
the burden of being a proper “good queer” 
while also representing yourself honestly is 
one all of us share. 

Honestly, maybe it was my naivety that 
coming out as transgender would final-
ly release the physical stress of living life 
as AFAB (assigned-female at birth), but I 
thought the freedom of living as Asher was 
going to wash away my anxiety over carry-
ing myself in public. Instead, as my transi-
tion as progressed, it has been replaced by 
the compulsion to always be perfect. And 

while working as a vocal leader of a grow-
ing LGBTQ organization obviously means 
having to feel almost political at times, with 
hand-shaking and speaking at meetings for 
groups of people I would normally avoid due 
to our vastly different political and social be-
liefs, it is outside of Hopes and this column 
that I feel overwhelming pressures to live 
up to this imaginary standard of what not 
just a good man is, but a good trans man is.

Most of what a good man is to me, I 
learned from my father. A hardworking and 
otherwise quiet person, my father has an 
uncanny ability to strike up a conversation 
with anyone in public, and while I’m a so-
cial person, I’m also incredibly awkward in 
being so, because I look like I should be 
studying for the SATs thanks to second 
puberty when in reality I’m less than a de-
cade from the dreaded four-zero. I also 
have a constant sense that people can tell 
I am binding, which has manifested itself 
into this immediate need to stand like Paul 
Bunyan from the time I put my binder on 

until it comes off. Mind you, 
it’s a common thing said from 
people I meet that if myself 
or my partner had not told 
them, they would have never 
guessed I was trans. Which is 
a whole separate stress into 
itself; how to navigate the 
world as a cis-passing-trans-

person. It never escapes my thoughts that 
while I’m very fortunate, there’s a vast ma-
jority of people who struggle to transition in 
the way that suits them, and for me to rest 
on my cis-passing laurels would be to ig-
nore each of their individual battles. 

While I’ll never be able to relax outside 
in the way that I can behind closed doors, 
there’s something to be said about knowing 
one’s entire idea of what it is to be trans 
came from yourself. I’ve learned that there’s 
a kindness that people show when they re-
alize their perceptions and ignorance were 
wrong that is akin to the same admiration 
my mother has always shown me. I’ve 
learned to treasure the love and camarade-
rie that flows from so many diverse people 
when you allow the world to see you bare 
and open, and those are forces usually 
stronger than the stresses. t

 The Kindness 
of Strangers

Asher’s
Asher Kennedy

World
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Recently I, along with members of Hager-
stown Hopes and other community mem-
bers, participated in the Transgender Day 
of Remembrance. It was a moving expe-
rience, all of us bundled against the cold 
while holding candles to bring light to the 
violence and injustices that have increas-
ingly affected the transgender community 
in recent years. Asher Kennedy and I read 
the names and 
causes of death 
of those we lost 
to violence over 
the past year, 
mostly trans 
women of color. 
It all seemed so 
senseless and I 
began to wonder 
how, in 2018, we 
as a country are 
still struggling to 
accept that ev-
eryone is different 
and deserving of dignity and respect.

Pastor Deb Fenninger-Coggin, of New 
Light Metropolitan Community Church, 
closed the ceremony with a thoughtful and 
insightful prayer. She began by acknowl-
edging that many of us in the LGBTQ com-
munity have been made to feel unwelcome 
in church, that we don’t belong. She’s right 
– our community has been called deviants, 
abominations, and even blamed for natural 
disasters by religious leaders. This is es-
pecially true for our trans and non-binary 
members who have been told that in be-
coming their true selves they are rejecting 
God’s plan for them.

Pastor Deb sees it differently. In her 
prayer she said that we are all made in 
God’s image and that our trans, non-bi-
nary, and gender-expansive community 
are showing us new and beautiful aspects 
of God and God’s love. This sentiment 
stayed with me and I’ve been thinking 
about it since the ceremony.

To be clear, I’m not trying to convert 
you. I myself identify as a recovering 
Christian. I’ve loved working in music min-

istry and serving my community, and I’ve 
also felt unwelcome in some churches. I’m 
sure there are a few readers who can re-
late to this experience. When we are told 
that we are unloved by a deity meant to 
love everyone, you can’t help but take it 
personally. Why would I be the person I am 
if that’s not what an omnipotent Creator 
wanted me to be?

The holidays can present a real chal-
lenge to those of us recovering from spiri-
tual wounds because religion is enmeshed 
in so many of our holiday customs and tra-
ditions. If you don’t believe me, just look at 
the public outrage over Starbucks’ red hol-
iday cup from a few years ago. So, what’s 
a queer person with a soul and no place to 
nourish it do?

My solution has been to embrace my 
spirituality, which is informed by a religious 
upbringing but has since transcended into 
something more unique and personal. A 

childhood friend 
and I were dis-
cussing this af-
ter Thanksgiving 
and she asked 
what I, as a gay 
man, say when 
others use reli-
gion as a weap-
on against me.

I thought for 
a moment, then 
replied that 
we all have a 
unique relation-
ship to our spir-

ituality and its source, be it God, a Creator, 
or something else entirely. For me, that 
source is love. Love guides us, heals us, 
and helps us decipher right from wrong. 
When we decide others are not worthy of 
our love because of their identity, that de-
cision harms us because we are closing 
ourselves to love. Love isn’t like money – 
the more you give, the more you get. So, 
if we leave the judgment to a higher power 
and love one another, we tend to be hap-
pier people.

Even though I’m a recovering Chris-
tian, I’m thankful that many denomina-
tions are making efforts to be open and 
affirming of diversity and our community. If 
you’re like me, know that there are options 
for you. The great thing about spirituality 
is that it’s a broad concept that can exist 
within or without a religious belief system, 
meaning that your spirituality is your own, 
and no one can take it from you.

Happy Holidays, dear reader, and may 
your Spirit be warm, merry, and bright! t

Your Spirit and 
the Holidays

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

  oUT in The Valley 

By BRian geoRge hose
November 30th was a big night for Hager-
stown Hopes and our local community. This 
was the night of the pageant to crown the 
Queen and King of Hagerstown Pride for 
2019. Yes, you read that correctly – Queen 
and King. Pride festivals have long had a 
Queen of Pride, but Kings of Pride are rel-
atively new to the scene. In an effort to bet-
ter represent the diversity of our community, 
Hagerstown Hopes decided to open the pag-
eant to all applicants, including cis-gender 
persons, to be the official spokespeople of 
our organization and to represent us to the 
public and in outreach efforts.

Congratulations 
to Chasity Vain 
and Butch Kelly, 
Queen and King of 
Hagerstown Pride 
2019! The competi-
tion was fierce (pun 
intended), and the 
judges had a diffi-
cult task in finding 
our new represen-
tatives. Contestants 
were judged in four 
categories, including 
talent, Pride wear, an 
off-stage one-on-one 
conversation with the 
judges, and answer-
ing a randomly se-
lected question from a sealed 
envelope onstage. All performed well (check 
out our Facebook page for photos and vid-
eos) and we’re blessed to have so many 
people who feel passionate about serving 
our community. Congratulations again to Ch-
asity Vain and Butch Kelly, we’re sure you’ll 
do a great job of representing our commu-
nity!

We would also like to thank Araya Sparxx, 
Queen of Hagerstown Pride 2018, for her 
outstanding service over the past year. Her 
integrity, professionalism, and commitment 
have not gone unnoticed and we thank her 
for being a positive role model for our com-
munity. 

We also debuted our new Pride pins, a 
button that’s half rainbow flag and half trans 
flag. Proceeds from pin sales directly ben-
efit our Trans Group, and they look great! 
They’re available for a contribution of $3, but 
donors are free to donate more in support of 
our trans community.

Speaking of fundraisers, mark your cal-
endars for our upcoming events! Tuesday 

December 11th will be our next Night Out, 
hosted by Hempen Hill BBQ. Nights Out are 
typically held on Thursdays, but we couldn’t 
let the opportunity to partner with Children in 
Need Washington County pass us by. Please 
print the flyer or show the flyer from your 
phone to ensure that 10% of your food bill 
benefits children in Need and Hagerstown 
Hopes! 

The event runs from 11 am to 9 pm and 
the Hagerstown Hopes Night Out will begin 
at 5 pm. We will be there to socialize and 
answer any questions about our organiza-
tion. Santa Claus will be making a special 
appearance from 6 to 8 pm, so bring 

the kids! We’re 
also accepting do-
nations of new and 
gently-worn cloth-
ing in all sizes to 
benefit children in 
Need. Don’t forget 
your flyer to make 
sure 10% of your 
food bills benefits 
the hosting orga-
nizations.

Join us Fri-
day, December 
21st for Nicole 
James’s Snow 
Ball Christmas 
Show and Silent 
Auction Holiday 

Extravaganza! Hagerstown 
Hopes has been selected as 
the beneficiaries of the eve-

ning, and we are grateful to the organizers 
for their continued support. There will be live 
performances, as well as a silent auction. We 
are also looking for donations for the auction, 
so if you or someone you know would like 
to advertise a business and support a good 
cause, please email barrie@thelodgemd.
com.

The Lodge will be hosting the event, 
which is open to those age 21-plus with ID 
at the door. Doors open at 8 pm and the 
mainstage show will begin at 9:30 pm. Hag-
erstown Hopes will be there with our informa-
tion table, Pride pins, and more. Please join 
us for some holiday fun!

As always, please like and follow us on 
Facebook and check out our website: Hag-
erstownhopesmd.org I’m happy to say that 
we’ll be making announcements regarding 
our community outreach efforts soon, and 
we’d love for you to be one of the first to 
know! t

Hagerstown Hopes 
Crowns Queen & King of Pride

Royalty 
galore!
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Phone: 410-558-3700 (English)  • 410-299-2898 (Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com  •  lawlutz.com

•Auto Accidents
•Personal Injury
•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation
•DUI/DWI
•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

Law Office of  
David M. Lutz, P.A.

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

With construction starting soon on the Grand Expansion of 
Roland Park Place, 50% of new residences are already spoken for. 

And with savings of up to $85,000 available only for a limited 
time, now’s the time to make your fully-refundable deposit.

Make the intelligent choice. Call today: 443.338.6212

POTENTIAL REWARD: $85,000  
POTENTIAL RISK: ZERO

Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place
for transgender men and women to meet for

support and peer networking.

Our social group meets on the last
Wednesday of  the month, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202
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By woody deRRicks
While the past seven years have been a rel-
atively smooth ride for the markets, the past 
couple of months have been more like riding 
on a roller coaster.

Market volatility such as this can pres-

ent challenges for investors. Without a clear 
direction up or down, investors have trouble 
deciding how and where to invest their mon-
ey. Some are looking for security and moving 
their money back into cash and bonds while 

2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

These Unpredictable Markets
qUaliTy of life  // YOUR MONEY

others are using the down days as opportuni-
ties to buy into stocks.

sage advice – The average investor will 
find that the old advice could still ring true. 
Most have heard of buying low and sell-
ing high, staying invested for the long-term, 
and diversifying. While these 
are wise ideas, following this 
advice doesn’t mean that you 
have to stay paralyzed like a 
deer in headlights.

a fresh Take: Over the 
past seven years a handful of 
stocks have generated most of 
the returns within the S&P 500. 
As a result, many investors 
have concentrated their portfoli-
os. Just because diversification 
hasn’t been working during the 
recent calm market run, doesn’t 
mean it won’t help in times of vol-
atility. 

This may be the time for a change. Re-
view your investment portfolio to see if there 
are any opportunities for adjustment to your 
allocation. First, you may want to pare back 
some of your investments in those invest-

thing else. By making changes such as this, 
you’re effectively selling the investments 
while they are higher than what you paid and 
buying other investments while they are low-
er than where they recently traded.

Second, you may 
want to look for opportunities in 
sectors and asset classes that you 
haven’t been utilizing. Many peo-
ple have some money invested in stocks of 
large companies but have little in medium, 
small, or international businesses. When it 

comes to fixed income, many people have 
US Treasuries and corporate bonds but 
have neglected to add international bonds 
to their portfolio. You may want to consid-
er other fixed income sources as well, such 
as convertible bonds or inflation protected 
bonds. Making these changes could allow 

you to better diversify your portfolio.
Third, other investment vehicles 

could possibly benefit your portfolio. Try 
to find something that acts differently 
than traditional stocks and bonds such 
as real estate, commodities, or curren-
cies.

All three of these ideas still enable 
you to be invested for the long term. 
There may be other ideas that would 
be appropriate for your portfolio based 
on your specific risk level and objec-
tives. See a financial adviser to help 
determine what is appropriate for 

your situation. t
this column is for informational 

purposes only, and is not meant as 
specific advice to any individual. Part-
nership Wealth management offers 
financial planning and wealth man-

agement services, with a long history of work-
ing with the lGbt community. reach them at 
Partnershipwm.com or call 410-732-2633.

“Market volatility 
such as this can 

present challenges for 
investors. Without a 
clear direction up or 
down, investors have 
trouble deciding how 
and where to invest 

their money.”
history looks 

unkindly on 
this headline 
from october 

30th, 1929!

ments that have been 
outperforming and use 
the proceeds for some-
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From all of us at 
Baltimore OUTloud

we wish you the 
Happiest Holidays!

BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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they should  check with you before open-
ing a new account. Starting September 
21st,  2018, when you place a fraud alert, 
it will last one year, instead of 90  days. 
Fraud alerts will still be free and identi-
ty theft victims can  still get an extended 
fraud alert for seven years.  

credit freezes and the military – If 
you’re in the military, you’ll still have ac-
cess to active-duty  alerts, which let you 
place a fraud alert for one year, renew-
able for  the time you’re deployed. The 
active-duty alert also gives you an added  
benefit: the credit-reporting agencies will 
take your name off their  marketing lists for 

prescreened credit card 
offers for two years (un-
less  you ask them to 
add you back on).  

You can place a 
fraud alert or active 
duty alert by visiting 
any one of  the three 
nationwide credit re-
porting agencies – 
Equifax, Experian, 
and Transunion.  The 
one that you contact 
must notify the other 
two. You also can find  
links to their websites 
at IdentityTheft.gov/
C r e d i t B u r e a u C o n -
tacts. Issues with a 
credit freeze – If you 
think a credit report-

ing agency is not placing 
a credit freeze or  fraud 
alert properly, you can 

submit acomplaint onlineor by calling  855-
411-2372. If you think someone stole your 
identity, visit the FTC’s  website, Identity-
Theft.gov, to get a personalized recovery 
plan that walks you through the steps to  
take.  

For more information, check out “Place 
a Fraud Alert,” “Extended  Fraud Alerts,” 
and “Credit Freeze” FAQs.  And if you’re 
considering a child credit freeze, you also 
may want to  read “Child Identity Theft.” 

credit bureau contacts – Contact the 
national credit bureaus to request fraud 
alerts, credit freezes (also known as se-
curity freezes), and opt outs from pre-
screened credit offers.   

• equifax –   equifax.com/personal/
credit-report-services, 800-685-1111  

• experian – experian.com/help, 
888-EXPERIAN (888-397-3742)  

• Transunion – TransUnion.com/cred-
it-help, 888-909-8872. t 

By wayne cURTis 
As we head into the holiday season each 
year, we also head into one of  the most 
dangerous for credit fraud and stolen iden-
tities. The more you  use your credit cards, 
at malls or online, the more opportunities 
there  are for criminals to hack into com-
puter systems and tarnish some of your  
holiday cheer.  

Fortunately, there is a new protection 
available to all consumers, and I  wanted 
to share a press release from the Feder-
al Trade Commission 
with  news you might 
want to keep in your 
files in case you ever 
need it: Free credit 
freezes and year-long 
fraud alerts are here, 
starting  September 
21st, thanks to a new 
federal law. Here’s 
what you should know: 
Free credit freezes – 
Security freezes, also 
known as credit freez-
es, restrict access to 
your  credit file, mak-
ing it harder for identi-
ty thieves to open new 
accounts  in your name. 
Starting last September 
21st, you can freeze 
and unfreeze  your credit file for free. 
You also can get a free freeze for your  
children who are under 16. And if you 
are someone’s guardian,  conservator or 
have a valid power of attorney, you can get 
a free freeze  for that person, too.  

How will these freezes work? Contact 
all three of the nationwide credit  report-
ing agencies – Equifax, Experian, and 
TransUnion. If you request  a freeze online 
or by phone, the agency must place the 
freeze within  one business day. If you re-
quest a lift of the freeze, the agency must  
lift it within one hour. If you make your re-
quest by mail, the agency  must place or 
lift the freeze within three business days 
after it gets  your request. You also can lift 
the freeze temporarily without a fee. Don’t 
confuse freezes with locks. They work in a 
similar way, but locks  may have monthly 
fees. If you want a free freeze guaranteed 
by federal  law, then opt for a freeze, not 
a lock.  

year-long fraud alerts – A fraud alert 
tells businesses that check your credit that 

Keep the Ho, Ho, Ho in the 
Holidays!

qUaliTy of life  // REAL ESTATE

www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Special Offer! Buyer and Seller clients who sign a listing or
buyer agency agreement before January 31, 2019 will

receive a FREE HMS Home Warranty** at closing!
Contact Wayne for details: wcurtis@remax.net 

**Basic HMS Home Warranty. Not valid with short sales or foreclosures.

THE BEST REAL ESTATE DEALS
IN A LGBTQ NEWSPAPER

410-802-1310
advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com

for identity thieves, 
pickpocketing is 

child’s play

And 
avoid ID 
thieves
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In the last issue we talked about 
the first five steps to planning 
your wedding. Here’s a quick 
recap: 

step 1 – Think about the 
wedding you want. 

step 2 – What’s your budget? 
step 3 – How many guests do you plan 

to invite? 
step 4 – Where in the world do you want 

to get married? 
step 5 – When do you want to get mar-

ried? 
Now we’re going to put those first five 

steps to work and start shopping! Here’s 
where you’ll make use of those budget and 
guest count numbers, the decisions you 
made in step four and five, and all of that 
great thinking and feeling you 
did in step one. 

step 6 – Choose a venue 
(or two, if your ceremony will 
be in one place and your re-
ception at another.) It’s easy 
to start your shopping online. 
Once you’ve narrowed down 
your list, make an appointment, 
grab your sweetie, and go out 
and see how each venue looks 
and feels. 

step 7 – Choose a caterer. 
Finally, food and drink! Yum! And so many 
choices! It can seem mind-boggling at first, 
but a good caterer will walk you through the 
vast array of possibilities. They will help you 
make choices that work for your needs and 
desires while staying within of your budget. 

step 8 – I’m cheating a little bit here and 
breaking this step into four parts. In no par-
ticular order, it’s time to make your choices 
around photography, decorating, entertain-
ment, and an officiant. 

entertainment: If dancing is important, 
you’ll want a dJ or a band. If not, a room-fill-
ing sound system with recorded background 
music played from your iDevice or computer 
will be just fine. Pro tip: don’t depend on an 
internet connection for your wedding music! 

Photography: Here are my basic criteria 

Ten Not-So-
Complicated 

Steps...

for choosing a wedding photographer, in de-
scending order of consideration: the quality 
of the images shown in the photographer’s 
(hopefully extensive) portfolio, their personal-
ity, and the price. If the first or second criteria 
don’t make the grade, the last one isn’t im-
portant. Move on. Pro tip: Anyone can get a 
good photograph of a happy couple outside 
in the daytime. If your reception is going to be 
indoors or at night or both, you want to see a 
portfolio full of images made in those settings. 
Look for photographs that show well-exposed 
people while allowing the venue that the cou-

ple chose to also look good. 
decorating: You might be 

engaging a florist or an event 
design company or doing it 
yourself – or some combination 
thereof. If you wedding is com-
plex, start step eight with decor, 
followed by entertainment. 

Officiant: You need someone to make it 
official! choices range between denomina-
tionally-accredited, seminary-trained clergy; 
professional, internet-ordained clergy; and 
friends or relatives who obtain an internet or-
dination. I’ve watched hundreds of weddings 
and seen all three used. How well the cer-
emony goes depends more upon the offici-
ant’s personalty, preparation, and skills than 
it does anything else. 

step 9 – Buy something to wear. Now 
that you know how your wedding will look 

and feel, you can make an 
informed choice about cloth-
ing. 

Wedding dresses can 
take six weeks to six months 
or more to arrive from the 
time you place your order. 
With that in mind (and even 
if there isn’t a dress be-
ing ordered), plan to have 
steps one through eight 
completed before you get 
here. 

step 10 – Send out 
some invitations. You’re just two months 
away now! It’s time to invite the people you 
love and who love you to your fantastic, well-
planned wedding! 

Even in ten steps, wedding planning is 
complex. There is a lot to do. You’re likely to 
be spending money in amounts rarely seen 
in your life. The key to success is planning 
– thoughtful, thorough, and loving planning. 
Do that, and I promise you’ll have a fantastic 
wedding! t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown baltimore. Visit chasecourt.
com, and follow chasecourtWeddingVenue 
on instagram and Facebook.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qUaliTy of life

...for planning 
your wedding

part 2
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight
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Birroteca Baltimore
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800 KEY HIGHWAY
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½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off
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OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
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Baltimore, MD 21218
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gertrudesbaltimore.com
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advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com



28 t  BalTimoRe oUTloUd        deceMBeR 7, 2018 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

Mates, Karen and 
TC, who were selling 
Jell-O shots. When 
he expressed his 
curiosity about the 
leather community, 
they invited him to 
come to a meeting. 
For someone who 
thought of himself as “very vanilla,” he 
soon discovered a whole world of adven-
ture. Jahleel joined the ShipMates and 
soon found himself in Reading, Pennsyl-
vania, for a bar night with the Reading 
Railmen leather club, in Philadelphia for a 
weekend with the Philadelphians MC, and 
hanging out with the Harbor Masters of 
Maine. He began to feel less shy and his 
self-esteem grew. It was also rewarding to 
help with fundraisers and give something 
back to the community. 

In April after having been vice pres-
ident of the club, he was elected presi-
dent. Last month the club added two new 
members and Jahleel hopes that he can 
help the ShipMates continue to grow. On 
December 1st the ShipMates held their 
annual Daddy Christmas fundraiser at 
Grand Central, and on January 4th will be 
joining forces with Capital PAH (Pups and 
Handlers) for Baltimore Pup Night at Fla-

vor (15 East Centre 
Street). (Details 
can be found under 
“LGP FLAVORful 
Doggy Dinner” on 
Facebook.) In 2019 
Jahleel hopes to 
see the ShipMates 
join forces with oth-

er clubs in the Mid-Atlantic area for fun 
events that embrace not just leather, but 
puppy play and other segments of the kink 
community. He is also looking forward to 

 

A few issues ago I introduced you to the 
president of the COMMAND, MC leather 
club as it was about to celebrate 30 years 
of brotherhood. Recently I sat down with 
another leather club president. On Novem-
ber 28th at Leon’s I met with Jahleel who 
is very proud to be the current president 
of the ShipMates Club of Baltimore as his 
organization prepares to toast 45 years in 
2019. 

Jahleel was born in 
Houston, Texas, but 
moved often as a 
result of his moth-
er’s employment. 
Before landing in 
Baltimore 12 years 
ago from Atlanta, he 
lived in Rocky Moun-
tain, North Carolina, 
and Monroe, Loui-
siana. He also lived 
in West Palm Beach, 
Florida, but is now 
proud to called Balti-
more home. While in 
high school, Jahleel 
came out as bisexual 
to his friends. When 
he was a sophomore 
in college, he found 
the courage to come 
out as gay to his moth-
er. Since she is a pas-
tor, he was not sure 
what her response 
would be. Soon they 
were both crying as 
she said, “I love you!” 

About five years 
ago while at Leon’s 
bar, Jahleel was ap-
proached by two Ship-

the ShipMates’ 45th anniversary celebra-
tion scheduled for Saturday, May 4th at 
Max’s Taphouse. 

Jahleel is thankful that the ShipMates 
have opened so many doors for him, taken 
him places he would not have gone, and 
helped him meet so many people who are 
now part of his leather family. He is so glad 
he went to that meeting five years ago! 
What are you doing to improve your social 
life? Come out and meet the president of 
the ShipMates. t

  Meet the 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTheR

Jahleel 
on the 

job

President 
of the ShipMates 

“For someone who 
thought of himself as 
‘very vanilla,’ he soon 

discovered a whole 
world of adventure.”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•TEA PARTY SUNDAY   4 p.m.- 8 p.m. (W. D.J. Vine)
•KARAOKE SUNDAY   9 p.m.-12
•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES  8 p.m.-10 p.m  (W. Jayson)
•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY  9 p.m. till the music stops
•COME AND WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREEN:
 Wednesdays -  American Horror Story
 Thursdays - RuPaul’s Drag Race

COME JOIN US DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Special Drinks • Especial Events 

Plenty  Of  Fun  To  Enjoy!

COME JOIN US DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Special Drinks • Especial Events 

Plenty  Of  Fun  To  Enjoy!
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•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES  8 p.m.-10 p.m  (W. Jayson)
•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY  9 p.m. till the music stops
•COME AND WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREEN:
 Wednesdays -  American Horror Story
 Thursdays - RuPaul’s Drag Race
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Leather D.C.  
eagLe 2019

Photos by Rodney Burger
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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Dreams refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 
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